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1 CHR ON. Chap. XII Ver. 23, and 32.

Thefe are the Numbers of the Bands that were
ready armed to the War, and came to ‘David, to
Hebron, to turn the Kingdom of Saul to bim, ac-
cording to the Word of the Lord.

OFf Zebulon fuch as went forth to Battle, expert in
War, with all Inftruments of W ar, Fifty Tbou-
Jand, which could keep Rank, they were not of
double Hears.

CSZSuS 2SS HE grand Controverfy which had-arifen
PAY aA'?'%:Sg bct(gwmecn- the Houfe of Seu/, and the
28 ¢ Ty o8 Houfe of David, on the Account of
2:§ §~8 o¢ the Tranflation of the Kingdom from
Zs,ﬁ&? RS the former to the latter, and whlch. had

Badadih occafioned many Jealoufies, and difor-
derly Fadtions in Saul’s Life-time, - was adopted and
warmly purfued by his Son and SuccefJor Ifbbofbeth, af-
ter his Death, And to this Controverfy betwixt the

two
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two Houfes, with Regard to their refpe@ive Rights to
the ‘Throne, may be attributed thefe variousDedenfions,
and cven bloody Wars, which now took Place amang the
feveral Tribes of Ifreel, and inderd, among Brethren
of the fame Tribe; for they were not always divided
by Trides, in the Part they acted, but cach one judging
for hiinfelf, adhered to the Houfe of  Saul, oc “Duid,
cither according as he thouzht their Chaims to be juft,
or his own Interelt beft ferved.

A¥TER the Death of Sanl, ‘David by Dircion from
the Lord, goes with hus Adherents to Hebron ; and the
Men of Fudeb, who were chicfly, if not univerfally, in
his Intereft, came and apointed him King over them;
fome other Tribes came alfo, whilf! he was there, and
madc their Submiflion to him ; and becaufe it was aDay
of general Uncafinefs and Danger, it appears that the
Wariiurs of thofe Tribes put themfelves into Bands, or
diftinét military Companies, prepared for Baule, when
they came to Dawid to make him their King.  So the
Text declares, Thefe are the Number of the Bands thai
were ready arwed to the i¥ar, and came 12 David ot He-
bron; 10 turnthe Kingdsm sf Squl to him, &c.  Warlike
and valiant Men out of the feveral Tribes, afterwards
named, came to David, with a true and honeft Defign
to throw off their Allegiance from the Houfe of Sa/,
and to {ubmitto him in the Exercife of his regal Autho-
rity ; prepared with Inftruments of War, and difpofed
in Order of Battle, to defend his Perfonand Govern-
ment. It follows : According to the J¥ ord of the Lord :
Agreeable to what God, by the Prophet, had declared
fhould happen for Saul’s Difobedience, in not executing
his fierce Wrath upon A4walek. Thefe Warriors pur-
fued their own Inclination ; but the grand Affair which
they came to accomplith, was predetermined by the
great Monarch of rhe Univerfe, by whom Kings Reign,
and Princes decree Jufticc :— Of Zebulon fuch as went

Sorth to Bastle, expert in J¥ar, with all Infiruments of
: ar,
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Tl ey Fifty ThaoGood, wobich csuld ieep Rand, they were
not of doukle Heart—Of thofe who went over to Da-
zud, there were mo lefs than Fifty Thoufand out of the
fingle Tribe of Zebulor, who werce all of them Men of
War—dextrous in Battle—furrifhed with the neceffary
Iamplements of War—expert and fkilful inufing them—
not anly expeditious and wife to form into Order of Bat-
tle, at the Command of their Leader, according to the
Cuftom of ancicnt Time ; but able alfo to hold their ref-
:{;:&ivc Situation and Pofts, or with military Wifdom and
alor urge home upon the’ Ev.emy—who, likewife,were
honeft and true-kcarted. who did not ditffemble ah Affec-
tien for the Houfe of Duwid, whilft they were really at-
tached to that of Sax/ ; but were faithful and loyal to
their new King.  This Part of their Charalter is con-
firmed by the Comext: All ticfe Men of I¥ar that
could keep Rank, came with a perfecd Heart t» Hebron,
t2 mate David Kirg, &c.—It hath been obferved by
fome, that this is added with Regard to the Tribe of Ze-
tulon—They were not of double Heart—to remove
the Sufpicion which this Tribe, efpecially had fallen un-
der, refpe&ing tacir Liyalty to King David. However,
.they were now heartily engaged in his Intereft, and wil-
ling to become his Subjets. And being Men of War,
endowed with every martialAccomplifhment, they were
fit Inftrumeits, and accordingly improved to anfwer the
wife Purpofes of Heaven, in bringing the important
Controverfy to a good Iffue, and in eftablithing and de-
tending the Throne of Pavid, not only againft the dif-
affe@ed I/c: ":tes, who ftill preferved their Attachments
to the Houtc of Saul; but alfo againft the Nations with
which they were furrounded, who, for a long Time had

been, and now were, implacable Enemies to the Feaws.
Froy the Words thus defcanted on, we may be led
with Propriety enough—to confider theAccomplithments
‘of the Soldier—and theExpediency and Fitnefs of thofe
Accomplifhments, to anfwer the wife and good Ends of
| divine
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divine Providence in the World, eith>r for the Preferva.
tion of the Peace ot that Community which already en-
joys it, or the reftoring it in a Time of War. .

Fizst, We will confider the Accomplifhment of the
Soldier.—— But as we are now proceed g upon the
Suppefition of the Legality or Equity of a War, which
may perhaps be tho’t by fome, to want Proof ; i will
not be impertinent previoufly to fuggeft a few Argu-
ments for the Confirmation of it.—For if a War be un-
terly unlawful and wrong, under any Circumftances
whatever, it is then, not barely an idle, byt 2 criminal
Wafle of Time, totalk of miliary Endowments. In
this Cafe, the Soldier with his Weapons of War, ought
to be entirely banifhed from the Earth, and not fuffered
any more to grow up, or appear among Men : Whereas,
if a War, on the contrary, may not only be lawful, but
fometimes even neccflary, as perhaps it is, in fuch a
World as ours, and among fuch f:lrxab’ltants,wc may veé
Erol)erly recall the Soldier from his Banifhment, praife

is Accomplifhments, and own his Ufefulne s.

T o make it appear that 2 War may, pofﬁbl‘y, be equi-
table and lawful, in fome Cirgumftances, (for no one
~_pretendsit is fo in all) I fhall briefly offer the following

I‘)L’onﬁdc:rations, and leave every Man to judge of therr

Weight.
1. Unper the Jewith Polity, which was of divine

Inftitution, God himfelf exprefly direted to War, gave
Encouragement, and afforded various Affiftances in the
Condu& of it.— Which, tho® it may be no Proof of the
Lawfulnefs of a War under the Chriftian Difpenfation,
yet it evidently is [o under the Jewith ; and it fhews
further, that War is not in its own Nature morally unfit
and wrong, for were it fo, it could not have had the
Countenance and Approbation of an all-perfe& Being,
who cannot contradi& his own eternal, moft righ-
teous Conftitution of Things, by making that Right un-

der any Difpenfation, Jewifh or Chriftian, which in Con-
{equence
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feguence of this Condtitution, is naturally wrong.  This
bung the greateit Abfurdiiy nmasm..al no other thun
tizat of God’s denying hinfs

2. ALL Natiens, Jewih, (. «ifen. and agan, have
judped that their own Prej<rty and Weltare, as; ol't.cal
Bodies, may be [rot(c'hd oven by armed Foree. ana.oﬁ
unpeaceable and usrcatorable Men, whe, rot content in
their own Limits, or with their own Kights, are for -
viding thofe of their Neighbours—1iis true ali Men
may l\)*]ably jadge wrong, but as this is the jont Voics
of Nations, not of the rude and barbarous only, but of
the more grave and civil, and even Chnftiun, there may
be fome Argument init , nut altogether unlike that of
univerfal C on!qu and ought to be allowdd its proper
Weight in the prefent Cafe.

3- Tae Principle of Self-Prefervaiion, and the npatu-
ral Rights of Mankind, fall in with other Arguments to
prove the Point in View.—If a particutar Ccmm muy or
Socicty of Men, incorporate] for their mucaal Com!ort
and Profperity, have a Right to enjoy unmoleited. Lif
Property, and every civil Privilege ; aacther diftn& So-
cicty hath no Right to, ditturb them, efzecially not . to
ceftroy them, this being a Cnmradxc’hon. And if . the
farter unrighteoufly invade,w hy may not the formerjuit-
ly withftand them ¢ Wi hy doth ot the Prmcvple of Self-
Prefervation, which is the Taw of Nature, the Law of
God, juftify them in defending their Rights, and refjiiing
even to Blood, where niore human and fr iendly \Iclhnds
bave been firll tryed anid found ineffe@uai ? Why fhould
they tamely fubmit and yicld up Life and Property, and
eviiy valuable Enjoyment, to cach wicked and ungedly
Cut-Throat.? Whofo fheddeth Man’s Blond, by Ma
fball his Blood be fhed, faith the Scripture : AnJy if this
e not a Declaration only of what the murtherous Per-
fop may expe, whois hated by Mankind, and probably
&'re long will. be-mer with, and ds{nardmd out of the

Way; but a Command, or at leaﬂ‘, a Lxccnce given to
. B the
! :

Voo
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the fupreme Magifirate to punith fome Qffenders, <iz.
Murderers by gDeath ; it then, in the Reafon of it,
quite as fully authorifes Common-\Vealths and States
to infli& the fame Punifhmert upon forcign Murtherers,
as upon thofe at Home ; an Attempt to ruin a whole
People being a Tranfgreflion of the higheft Law.

4. Tuat a War may poflibly be lawful even under
the Chriftian Difpenfation, may be pretty fairly argucd
from the Anfwer 7ol Baptift gave to the Soldiers, and
his Silence with Regard to the Unlawfulnefs of their
Profeflion. \When 705)1 had faid, Now the 4 13
wid untc the Root of tie Trees, &c. the People, and
among the reft, the Soldicrs, demanded of hLim faying,
What fhall we do then? His Reply to the Soldicrs is
this ; Do Violence to no Man, neither accufe any fufly,
and be content with your Wauges. He doth not advife
them to relinquifh their Employment, as he had a fair
Occafion, and doubtlcfs would have done, had it been
unwarrantable, and not ia anyCafe to be tolerated under
the Kingdom of the Redeemer, which wids now creating
among Men; but only cautions them againft fomeVices to
which Soldiers are too much addited,and regulates their
Behaviour in theirBufinefs : And theAdmenition,be con-
tent with yourWages,feems to be a tacitAllowance of the
Employment whereby they became due ; for tis not fup-
pofeable, that fo rigid a Preachier of Repentance as7cbn,
the Tenor of wholePreaching was, Bring forth Fruits meet
Jor Repentance, would advife them to be ealy with the
Wages of Unrighteoufnefs . And as they were Roman
Soldiers, ftationed in fudea to hold the conqueft Lands,
and as the great Dcfolation which was afterwards to be
brought upon the Zews, by the Romans, was intended
(as good Expofitors fay) by the Ax laid to the Root of
the Trees, which was the Occafion of the Soldiers en-
viring with Regard to their Duty ; As this was the
afe,% fay, "tis evident that Fohn’s Advice reached until

afrer the Kingdom of the Meffiah was fet up ; and fo
may
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may bc iooked on as a2n Approbation of the Soldiers
Profetlion under it.

But itis not the main Defign of this Difcourfe to
prove the Equity of a War.—Wec therefore go on, as
was propofed, to confider the Accomplifhments of the
Soldicr, raking it for granted, proved or no:, that his
Profeflion is npt unwarrantable.

First, Belides patural Vigor and A&wity, he fhould
be compleatly fixt, with all necefary Materials and Ac-
coutrements of War.

It is obfcrved of the mighty Men of War, who came
to David av Ziklag, while he kept himfelf clofe forFear
of Saul, that they were armed with Bows, a noted and
ancient military Weapon, and nowin Ufe among fome
of the Aboriginals of this Continent ; and of the Fifty
Thoufand of the Tiibe of Zebulon, that they were
furnifhed with all Inftruments of War, deftitute of no
Weapon neceflary 1o prepare them for a hot .
ment, or to purfue it with Advantage. And accordingly
It isas nccc}}ary for the Soldier, in the prefent, as it was
in former Days, to be compleat in Arms, well fixt and
turnithed,when he is called forth into the¥ield of Bartle,
Orherwife, he will not honor his Profethion, nor fave his
Country from Ruin; but become the Scorn and By-
Word of the infulting Foe, and defervedly. contempuble
m his Eyes.

2. He fhould be expert in War,—not only thoro'ly
accomplithed with the Weapons of Var, but agile and
dextrous in the Management of them, underfland their
refpedtive Ends and Ufes, and knew how te apply them.
According,! as ’tis faid of the Helpers of the War who
were with David—they could ufe both the right Hand
and the Left in hurling Stoncs, and fhooting Arraws out
of the Bew ; and being Men of War, fit for the Battle,
could handle Shield and Buckler.

Tue Soldier fhould be trained up to the Ufe of
Arms, and difciplined in lhlt'; Artof War : For this Art,

2 like
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]1‘((‘ all others, is perfus "y acquired only by Pradtice :
U Coems the Soidier Jdarnihe. with mijitary Skul, and
oot nd LT paes Faa agamﬂ the Du) ot Baule.
2. 1 if ﬂ'n' 1 be inttru@ed 1 the various Motions,
eed Pottig . or B iy, Difpefition and Order into which
fervpier 3 4, for the more fuccefstul Management
ot re Hoade; and able alfo to diverffy, acconlmq as
TW‘.;. Circamitunce, or ditferent Manner of the Ene-
n:, s conbating may rcqmrr‘ —-Bareeably, s eblery ¢d
(‘f the noble Warricrs in the Text, that they could keep
Rank, whicl whether itintends their preferving ()rdu
Rauk ; ard File, without Cenfufir, in a warm Engage-
ment, any Way finnilar to a reaqular well-dideiy hned k-
ropean Body, it matters not 5 fince "tis evident this was
fpoken in theirComimendation, as sccomplifh’d Soldiers,
and as an Iatiance ot their n'li‘!"t":"' Skill, ——Of fome
others it i fuid, they Lolped D002 aaintt the Bend ot
Rovers; by w‘ wche T fuppoefe, the Amalibites are
mtende d v ho had burnt m/./ ;g. and carried the Women
and Children into C: Hr‘ 1r} v.hom Davrd and Bis Men
eagerly purfued, ~rtacked them, and recovered all. And
this Bitde, vory probably, was condu@ed in a dilferent
Mannar fmm many orhers, nct fuch unlike the Wil
dernefs Skirm'Mi-~c of ovr Indiane s for it ’ll‘l‘(ﬂrﬁ,/)u
o:d took themon S 1*pr'f",. an i made the On-fet while
they were fnezsd abwond on all the Earth, t.mnsc, and
drmkmg an! dancins. and mmly recaling on'the Spoil
they had taken, and e finote thiem from llm "Twilipht
cxcw unto the Evening of the next Day. And accord
ingly the Soldier fhoald ot be umc(]n..mrrd with the
Mcthads of War thas are p:r‘.’*:‘-d Ly the Encmy, nor
unable to v the Man, and £-he (e dly, eithier in the
Wilderncfs or ia the Fieid.— I'he Regular Method of
Fighting, is, indeed, ouly, or chiefly pracnkd among the
civilized Nutions of Farope, and accordingly this only
nced be el there s but *us far otherwife with us on
this Continert: We fave here to enconnter both Pegu-
Yar
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Jar Bodics, who can keep Rank, with their horrid Antil-
lery, in the open Ficld, and the Irregnlar Salvages,with
their pecvith treacherous Mufquetry” in the Wilderefi
*Tis therefore neceflary for the.4merican Soldier, to be
fo varioufly accomplifhed, as that he may dare to face
cither the one or the other.

4. He fhenld be courageous, and have a boid ald-
magnanimous Spirit, which will lead him on witha noble
Ardor to perform warlike and valiant Exploits.—Such a
brave, intrepid Spirit had fome of David’s Warriors
their Faces were hke the Faces of :Lions ; they were a}
fwift as the Roes upon the Mountains : One of the leaft
of them was over an Hundred, and the greateft over 4
Thoufand ; or as ’tis render’d in the Margin of fome
Impreﬂions, one that was leaft could refift an Hundred,
and the greate(t a Thoufand.— They were fired-with mar<
tial Ardor,—-preﬂed hard “upon the Enemy, and greatly
diltirguifhed themfelres in the Day of Batle.—Forti
tude 1s a mafterly Stroke in the Chara&er of a Soldier ;
other Accomplifhments, tho’ excellent and ufeful, whe:i
joned with it, become vain and infignificant without it s
This wiil prompt him to ranHazards, and face Dangers,
and conquer Difftcalties—This will animate him to re-
move every Obftacle, 2nd endure Hardﬂnpa—-Thxs wilt
fpirit him cven to difplace Rocks, and pafs Mountairs,
and interpofing Lakes and Seas, when his Country chllt
him to fubdve her Enemies, as *tisobferved of the migh~
ty Mcen of ‘David, who were fit for Battle : Thefe are
they wlho wert over Yovdan 1 the firft Month, when st
bad oserfloren oll its Banks, and put 1o Flight all them
of the Vall: s b2l tnward the Eaft, and trward thel¥eft.
—The Cowrd trembles to goforward ; his Fears every
Moment fhiver him over the Brink of Dcﬁm&uon he
fcars where no Fear is,and flecs when no Man purfues-—
but the brave Soldier is as bold as a Lion ; he courage-
oufly encounters the Encmy, unmoved at "the confufed
Noifc of War, or at the more frightful Images of Gar-
menrs roll'd in Blood. 5. ANSTHER
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. §. ANOTHER ualification of the Soldier is,
Loyalty and Fidelity to his Prince, under whofe Banner
he hath enlifted—They were rot of double Heart, fays
the Text, they did not cither thro’ mere Neceflity, as a
conquer’d Tribe, or from mercenary Views, come over
to Dez:d to fight his Bartles for him; but they bare him
a hearty Affetion, and were fincerely loyal inOppof:tion
to any Regards to the Houfe of Saeu/ : And this impors
tant Circumitance rendered them much fiter for Da-
vid’s Ufe, for being in a Controverfy, and his Kingdom
not quite eftablifhed : He ftood in Need of true and
ﬁich?ul Soldiers, fuch as he could fecurely confide in,
and depend upon, in the M tof his military
Affairs——Had they been difaffe@ted or defigning, and
comeonly to betray him, it would have been moft unfafe,
to admit fogrand a Body of difaiplined T into his
f;:sp. %edﬂ')clvid,::uowasaMang:d ar, a great

ent Genenal, as as a King,feem»

ed topi:led [ufficiently aware of this‘.:crgcwding‘ll;g: when
the Children of Benjamin and ‘fudak came to one of his
firongHolds, he faid firft unto them, I/ ¢ come peace-
ably 1o belp me, mine Heart [ball be knu unto you ; but
if ye beceme 1o betray me to mine Enemies, feeing there is
wo J¥rong in my Hands, the God of cur Fatbers lock
phereon, and rebute st : This was a wife Precaution in
the new King ; and to his great Joy, he found them,up-
on Trial, to be his geod and trufty Friends. The Spirit
came upon Amafai, their chief Captain, who faid, Thine
are we David, and on thy Side, thou Son of Zefe :
Peace, Peace be to thee, and Peace be 1o thine Helpers,
for thy God helpeth thee ; then David received them,
and made them Captains of thec Band.— To admit difaf-
fected T'roops into the Camp, efpecially if well difciplin-
ed, and expert in War, may be attended with the worft
of Confequences. This Foab fuggefted with Regard to
Abner, that brave General,who had been to make Terms
with David, and gone away in Peace, in Order to bring
over
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over all Jfrael w0 him; and accordingly he flew him.
And it his Suggeftion had been juft, his Condu&t would
nothave been blamed. However it appears, that_4bner had
formed no ill Defign againft David, but was heartily
brought'lt‘wcr e(tlo his ln‘;ereﬂ; and had he furvived she
bloady Tragedy, woul bly have tly ferved
him bith ingtheyCab‘.net mP;O: th{: rield. gr;oryindeed,
did 7oa) {ufped any Treachery in him, but only mades
Handle of it and mcanly flew him, becaufe Abxer in his
owaDefence, and when inT'ruth he could not help it,had
flain his Brother Afabel, which is one of the ditho-
nourable A&ions of Fosb’sLife.—Even David himfelf,
when he was going with the Philiftines againft Seul to
Battle, was gmeatly fufpefted of Deceit: The Princes
and Lords ot Philsftia grew jealous, left he thould prove
an Adverfary in Time ot Batrtle, and rake this Op
nity to reconcile himfelf to his Mafter Sex/, with the
the Price of their Heads ; and accordingly they difmif-
fed him. Andr all wilf:r Kings have been cautious how
receive fufpetted Troops into their Anny. A Spi
rit‘her Difloyalty there, is moft uniuckily Place):l, andp;
will be like to work all Manner of Mifchief to the State.
THe Soldicr, therefore, fhould be true and loyal ; he
fhould love his King, and love his Country ; and then,
he will be ready at their Call to fight bravely in the De-
fence of both.—Loyalty is a %ﬁamn fo necefbry
that it is nutby any Means to be difpenfed with ; for
the Reafon of the Thing, and frequent Experience, con-
fpire to fhew, that the Soldier who is endowed with it,
will keep his Poft, prelong the Fight, and even force the
Vitory ; while the weacherous, merccmxly_] or pufilani-
i ? aving confi-
dered f?me of the Accomplithments of the Soldier, we
now pafs, _
Seg:::l{r, To confider the Fitnefs of thofe Accom-
plithments to anfwer the wife and righteous Purpofes of
divine Providence in the World,
' As
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As the Providence of God is minutely concerned in
baman Affairs ; and as the Soldiers Employment is no
illegal Profeflion, he is pleafed to make Ufe .f it in
bringing about fomne of his Defigns among Men. God
ufually wocks by Means and Inftruments ; at leaft this
¥eems to be very much the Mcthod of the divine Ope-
gation in our World : And he does not pleafe to exert,
always, his own Owmnripotence, in thofe Cafes, wherein
anferior Mcans, angelic or human, are {ufficient. And
bs there are many Euds for the Accompliftment whereof
e Suidier and his Weapons are saturally fuitable and
8t Imiswinents, God improves them for thofe Purpofes.
~+Such are—the Protection of a Country againtt foreign
dnveders—the Prefervation of the Peace of a Common-
Weaih or Republick—the Recovery of Peace when
broke n upon, and difturbed—the erecting of States and
Kingdoms—or the Overthrow of them.—the chaftifing
of wicked and idolatrous Natons, ‘and the like.—The
Boldier, in the Courle of divine Providence, is a fit In-
ftrument to effe& thefe grand Purpofes ; and his Fitnefs
derefor is too eafily perceived, at firft View, to need
much faid to make it plainer.« For—

IFit be the Defign of Proviacnce to defend a Country
againft unrighteous Invaders, who, unprovok’d, commit
various Hoftilities, and meditate its Ruin ; what Inflru-
ment fitter to accomplifh this than the Soldier ¢ to refift
armed Violence, to repel Force with Force, and beat
-back the Enemy ?
. Ir the Peace of a Nation is to be preferved, or when
loft, regained, What, under God, is able todo this more
effe@ualiy ihan the Soldier, whofe military- Skill and
-AccomFli.ﬂlments,.trans'f'u‘& Terror into diftant Nations,
—whofe Valor can humble the proud Heart of the info-
lent Difturber, flop his Progrefs, and compel him w0
-Conditions of Feace ?

Ir States and Kingdoms are to be fet up, and pulled

-down, or wicked Natjons chaftifed, What Joftrument in
. the
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the Hand of Providence, fitter for thefe Purpofes, than
the Soldier ? God hath often nade ufe of Lim for thefe
Ends, as is plain both from facred and profane Hiftory,
as well as daily Obfervation. Thu. did God, whe work-
eth all in all, make ufe of the Jewith Soldiers to chaf-
tife and drive out the Canaanitifh Nations, and of thofe
Nations in their Turn, to grieve and harrafs the Jews, to
be Pricks in their Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides ; and
by the famne Means did he once erect and afterwards de-
ficoy, the Perfian, Grecian and Roman Empires : And
he is now making ufe of theSoldier, his Valor, his military
Skill, and Weapons of War inEurope,in.dmerica, and in
other Parts, for what Purpofes, the Event will reveal. —
Whatever are theViews of Men herein, what Unrighte-
oufncfs, what Inhumanicy, what variousarts of Fraud and
Defigns of Ambition, and lawlefs Gain are pradtifed by
them ; the Defigns of God are certainly holy, wife and
grand : He isjuft and righteous in all his Ways, who
doth marvellous Things paft finding out, and Womdcrs
without Number.
WE fhall now clefe the Subje& with a few Refletions,
1. IF the accomplifhed Soldier is, in theHand of Pro-
vidence, an adequate and fit Inftrument to anfwer the
Ends above-mentioned ; it is then the Interctt of every
Republick, or Political Body, to furnith themfelves v.":h
a Militia.—What Method is the beft and mo't effeétdal
to reach the Intention, this or that, is not for me te de-
termine ; it would be a&ing out of Charater, and per-
haps, be cenfured as an Encroachment upon the Rights
of others, to meddle in fuch aCafe as this. I fhall there-
fore, as I ought, leave the Regulation of rthis Matter to
thofe to whom it of Right belongs, and conient myfelf
with only faying in general ; that as it is the Intereft of
every State to provide for its beft Defenge ; and as the
Militia, both in the Nature of the Thing, and in the
Hand of Providence, is fuch a Defence ; it is their Wif=
dom ta become fufficiently fupply’d with one.
C THEY
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Tuey fhould take fuch Mcthods for it as will be
the moft effe€tual, and really and traly anfwer the De-
tign—Such Methods as wili teach their Hands to War,
and their Fingers to fight,—{uch as will cherith military
Skill, Order and Dilapline, or revive them when gone
to decay ; fuch as will infiruét in the Art of War, in the
Ufe of the Sword and Bow, and every. other warlike
Initrument ; and fo become expertin War.

2. THE Subj@ points us both to the Intereft and
- Duty of our own Country ; in particulr, under the pre-
fent Menaces and growing Dangers of a formidableEne-
my ; and under all thofe public Perplexities and Em-
barrafsments which arife from that Quarter.

THE bett expedient, under God, to emerge out of
our Difficulties, to avert impending Dangers, and to
repel the horrid Approaches ot a daring ambitious Foe,
is, to revive the mulitary Spirit of our renowned Fore-
fathers, and prepare againit the Day of Battle andWar.
—\What God may do for us in this Day of Darknefs and
Danger is one Thing ; but what we have any Reafon to
expe@ he will do, is quite another : And we can have
ro R-afon to hope for his Blefling in any of our Entcr-
pizes, if we ourfelves are unprepared for theBufinefs,—-
¥ Ieflitute i = Soldiers Accomplithments—if defec-
t v nPoint ot Valor, Skill or loyalAffe@ion—For God
v-orketh with fuch Inftruments as are natarally fit to an-
fwer the Purpofe, in the Reafon of the Thing ; therc-
fore, we may as well attempt to plaw with the Mulket,
to reap with the Trumpet, or to build our Houfes by
the Bear of theDrum, as to conquer an Enemy in Arms,
without martia! = omplifhments—And we have all
the Motives which this World can afford, to ftimu-
late us to the moft {pecdy, effe@ual, and comprehenfive
Acquilition of the Art of War, in its various Forms, for
cur Lives, our Property, our Religion, and every Thing
precious, and worth the having, are evidently ftrick™as,

and in Danger : moft valuableEnjoyments all, and richly
worth
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worth the {aving—DBuc what is Life, What is Liberty,
under papal Tyranay, and lawlefs Domination ? Life
is lingring Death, Liberty a cruel Vallallage.  Avifc
then, My Brethren—To Arms, @ Arms—Ilet all the
Men of War draw near,—your Country calls you—ris
the Voice of God—Beat your Plowfhares into  Swords,
and your Pruning-Hooks intro Spears ; take the Bow,
the Shield, and the Battle-Ax, and prepare for War—
prepare—while you may.-—While you are free Men,
while you arc at Liberty to defend your own dearCoun-
try, which you can no lunger call your own, than you
keep thofe at a Diflance who are atmiing to become your
Matters.—"['is more than Time alrcady that we take
the Alarm—look about us-—and begin to do our utmoit
—-Qur ancient and irreconcilcable Enemy the French,
with their  Indian  Allies, imagine Mifchief in
their Hearts, and are cortinually gathered together
for War—they envy us this good Land, they feek our
Hurt, and are certainly meditating a fatal Blow ; and
unlels we col'e&t ourForces—unite our Meafiires—efta-
blith Oeconomy. Order and Diicipline, we wmult ina
litthe ‘Tive pecome 2 Prey 1o thofe. violent «nd unrea-
foratie Men.- fois trae, our moft gracioar Severeign
King GLORGE, i iis Royai Goodnefs, hah afforded
for oiv Prowcddon, « good Body of difcipiined Trosps,
cpon waich Gecatior, we pray with all dutiiul and loyal
Aflection, 7.0t the King live for ever.——-But itis nor
gunerars o be o fharing of oar own Valor, and icave
ween w fight=ll our Bartles for us, leftwe incurthe Re-
buke winchi. £ once tehh under, wio rely’d on theKing
ot Surrz 5 Ferein thou haft done fuolifhly : therefore
fiom beneetorth thou thale have Wars,
3+ From what hath: been 12id we may be admanifhed
to enzage the good Providence of God in our Favour,
His Blefling upon our military Affairs--upon every lau-
dibie Artempr to prepare ourlclves fit Inftraments for
Lis Parpote, and apon all owr Enterprizes againit our
C . Fnemy, - -
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Enemy.—Vain are thofe Schemes of Man, either for
private or pubiick Urility, out ot which, God the Dif-
poler of 51l Thingsis left.  He is the faprcmc Gover-
nor of all, Tlc fits at Helm, fole Arbiter of the Fate of
Nations, and orders and direéts 2ccording to his fove-
reign Pleature : To him therefore fthould we look, the
great and only Potentate of the Univzrie, and acknow-
ledge Him 1 ail our Ways.—The Soldier 1s but the
Inftrument, tho’ a fit one, God the Manager.—Thofe
feveral Bands of valiant Men who came to Dawid to
eftablifh him in the Kingdom, whatever Views they had
of their own, were only Infiraments to fulfil the righ-
teous Purpofes of divine Providence : *Twas all donc,
as the Text exprelics it, sccording to the Word of the
LOH

AGkFapry we rcad in another Place, ti.c Horfe 1s
prcnared aganit the Day of Battle, but Safety or
Victory is from the Lord. 1f then we would hape for
Succefs in o Anairs, we wult implore the divine
Blefling and Irnfuence ; nuft repent and orow beter,
—This is the cnly firre Methed o engage the Provi-
dence of God on our Side, ar d hecome happy cither
here or hereatrer : And yor 5f we wili ‘nbcrly attend
to the prc(ent gioomy fuue of our Land-—the Iiue of
padt! ,,nm} 1ZES—- Our Dx‘l;‘pm“'n‘( rts and Lofles—the
crowing Number of owr Eremy, by sfhiduouns Impnr-
tation q—-thc Advantages they huc gained already—
their Fortrefles, and fircey Holds, which are equs H)
our D-ead and ou- R(}“OaCh —If, I fay, we u.n{.ut
thefe Thinas, have we not teo much Reafon ro {ear we
have fadly failed, with Regard to the beft Expedicnt
to procure the diviac Bk i..n* upon us, w7z, the Refor-
mation of our Lives.-—Were we a holy, we might hope
to be 2 happy People ; were we fuch =5 God v ould
Lave us to be, our Hearts and Lives right in His Sighe,
His good Providence would be concerned for us ; for
the Eyes of the Togd are jn every Place, beholdin i the

Lvil
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Fvil and the Good,—thec Eyes of the Lord run too
and fro’ thro’ all the Earth, to fhew him'elf ftrong in
the Behalf of them, whofe Heart is pe-fel towards
Him.—

Let each onc then be concerned to perform hie
Part, in a general Reformation.—Let us torfake thofe
Sins and Vices which have provoked a holy God w
lift up the Rod of Corrcition, and fuffer cur Enemy
fo greatly to triumph over us; and, in all Things, by
Prayer and Supplication make known our Requefls unto
God,—which Requef®® with Regard to cur poblick
Ditirefles, may well be exprefled in the Words of
the Plalmift, 7773t nst thou, O Ged, who baft caft us
off, will not thou, O Gsu, g forth with sur Hofls,
give us Help from Troutle, for vam 15 the Help of ¥an,

4. What has been faid of the Soldiers efhion,
his Accomplithments and Utes, may naturally remind
us of the Chriitian Warfare, and our Obligations to
becoine expert in it

Ix this Worfare we muft perfonlly engage, each
one for hinafelf, and not for anuther ; the Prince and
the Subie&. High and Low, Rich and Poor : It admits of
no Svb-itate, no Proxy : Favour is vain here, M
will ot hay us ofi.  The Warniag runs to all, without
Excention. put on the whole Armour of God.—All
are, raqaired vader the Penalty of eternal Death, to
becone geod Soldiers of Jefus Chrift, and flee from
the Wrarh 1o come,

Ix this Wartare our Enemies will mufter all their
Forces, and vy our Valer ; and if we hope to con-
g~ - we muil be firong in the Lord and in the Power
of lu, Might. D= well fix'd and furnifhed wath the
fovera! Parts of the Chrifian Armour, and know the
Uie of every Weapon—then only fhall we be able to
withand in the evil Day, and having done all, to
§ ~J; then onlylfh‘sll dwc: ve able to refilt the Devil,
a. rbour Lulls, and bravely oppofe the f{piritua}

y oppe \Vicke}:ihndl&s
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Wickednefls of unreafonable Men. Thofe, I mcan,
who Jord it over God’s Heritage, who would fetter
our Underftandings, and enflave our Confoicnces—We
are not yet (i{caven be thanked) fiullen under ihis
fpinitual Tyranny and Ufurpation.—We have Libarty
to follow the iisht of our own Conicicnces, and that
of the Holy Scnpture, without Danger from the In-
quifition : ——Afier the Way which fome Men call
Herefy, fo worfhip we yet the God of our Fathers,
ing ail Things that are w:tten in the Law an!
the ts. However, in the great Uncertainty of
human Aifairs, efpecially in the prefent Concurrence of
roany Things in North-America, we cannot be aflured
this will aiways be our happy Cafe.—If the Bigotry of
Rome fhould take Pol of our Englifh Colenics
—O Liberty ! —dcar Liberty—religious Liberty ! Thoa
muft fculk and hide thy Head. The Apoflolic Pre-
cept peove all Things ; hold faft that which is
: which 1= now no lefs our Privilege than Duty,
would then become our Crime.——Secing thefe Things
are fo, How neceiry the Chriflian Armour ©° How
neccilary both the carnai (it it fhouid be called fo)
and the fpiritual Weapon 7—How fhould we ail be
eftablithed in the Faith of the Goljpel, rocted and
grounded in the Love of it 2 Holding fatt the Pro-
fefion of our Faith without Wavering, as knowing tha
He is faithful who hathy promifed.—Anrd this is the Pio-
mife,—He icat endares 12 the End fbiil e faved.

To CONCLVUDE,

Ler us all remember, our great, our laft Enciny
Deatk, that King ot Terrors, before whom we myit
one Day {:ll.

By the unalterable Decree of Heaven it is appoint.
&l unto :ll Men once w dic; there is no Ditcharge
in this War.— Q toar Men were wife, that tiey iine
derficad iis, 1had tiey ol confider their latter End.

"Fhat
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That they would prepare for Death, and paticntly fub-
mit to its {troke when it comes ; believing firmly that
Jefus Chrit is the Refurre@ion and the Life ; and that,
tho’ we dic, yet, fhall we live, and finally become
triumphant Conquerors even over Death itfelf, thro®
Him, who muft rcign *till he hath put all Enemies
under his Feet——Thanks be to God who giveth -
us the Viftory thro’ our Lord Jefus Chrift. |
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