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At a Meeting of tiie Town of Ply-
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philus Cotton, Meflirs. Ifaac Lothrop,
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to wait on the Rev. Gad Hitchcock,
with the Thanks of this Town for his
ingenious and learned Difcourfe,
delivered on the 22d Inftant, being the
Anniverfary of the Landing of our Fa-
thers in this Place, and requeft a Copy
for the Prefs.

‘A true Copy of Recori,
Atteft. Ephraim Spooner, Town Cletk,
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SER MO N

Genefis 1. 31

And God faw every thing that he had made, and
bensld, it was very 3ood.

Plal. 11gth, 134th ver. Deliver me from the oppref-
Jion of man : So will I keep thy precepts.

EIN G affembled in the houle of worfhip,

which is crected on the ruins of pagan-

ifm, and where fatan’s feat once was; to
commemorats the arnival of our illuftrious an.
ceftors, under the aufpices of Heaven, to this
new world ; and tc jmprove an event aftonith-
ing in its rfe, and progrels, and in every grada-
tion and circumftance, wearing the fignatures of
the divine care and providence, forthe purpofe
of raifing in our breafts fentiments of piety and
gratitude towards God ; the two paflages of fa.
cred writ now read, though of a diflimilar na.
turc and afpect, may not be unfuitably chofen
for the foundation of our defign. |

My reverend brethren, who have gone before
mz on this occaflion, having refrethed your me-
mory with feveral hifloric facts, relative to the
removal of our forc-fathers, through great impe.

diment,
»
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diment, and hazard, by mcans of the mercilefs
rage, and cruclty of their perfecutors, from
Fngland, to Holland ; their firft fettlement at Am -
fterdam ; afterwards at Leyden, and their return
to Englud, with refolutions, by the will of God,
to puriuc thar voyage, with all convenient
fpeed, over the Atlantic, to the uncultivated re-
gions of America; and thei landing on  thefe
diftant and then favage fhores, in a cold and
inclement feafon ; actuated by thc fame princi-
ples, that at firft induced them to abandon their
fair inheritance in their own country, and feek an
alylum from the illiberal perfecuting {pirit of
.their fellow citizens, in the more peacctul climes
of a neighbouring ftate.
I {hall not thcrefore rifque the cenfure of this
grave and intelligent audience, it 1 excufc my felt
om the repetition of fuch interefting particu-
lars, and invite their attention to that part of tho
infpired word propofed for our prefent confide-
ration ; which, however, I truft, will lead us to
employ our minds in fentiments not altogcther
forcign from the intention of this anmverfary.
The firft paffage, in accom modatior: to human
conception and praficc, reprefunts the fupreme
Being, us reviewing his works, atter they were
finithed ; and being fatisfied when he faw lus play
compleated ; and shat cvery thing He had made,
every clafs and order of peings, and eacih indi-
vidual, in regard to the diverfity of ther rank,
power, propenfity and puriuits, 1‘)Crfc('::tly qn'rci"-
ponded to the original modcl tforricd 1n his own
mind. God' faw every thing that He bad :nade,
arnd Felsld 1t was wery geod, framed according
to his purpofe, and endued with every capacity,
and quality, to anfwar the end of it’s creation,
Among
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Among the works of God, man holds a place
of diftingufhed rank, and dignity ; being made
in the divine Image, and invefted with dominion
and fuperiority over the reft of the creatures.
¢ The changc of phrafe, and thec manner of ex-
¢« preflion ufcd, at the formation of man, it has
‘¢ been oblerved, denotes that he is the chief,
“ and moft perfect of the works of God, in this
“ lower world”.

It is belide our defign to enquire particularly,
what is intended by the linage of God, in which
man was at firft created 3 about w hich divines
have held fome diflerent opinions : But as it can-
not imply lcfs than prc.eminence of nature, and
valtly fuperior cndowments both of body and
mind, as..well as dominion, abovcany of thofe
works which God pronounced very good ; we
fhall difmifs the confideration of other natures,
and confine our attention to his.

As God dcfigned fuch a creature as man fhould
exift at the head, and as Lord of this world ; ha-
ving prepared the way, and provided for his re-.
gular cxercife and entertainment, by the previ-
ous formation of the carth, and the great varie-
ty of things both of the animal and vegetable
kind that replenifh and adorn it ; his almighty
Jiat fpake him into being.

In hiy exalted ftation, he was happy in the fa-
vour and approbation of his Creator ; the fuperior
principle of reafon, and moral fenfe with which
he was endowed, rendered him capable of dif-
charging the duties of it ; and behaving with that
propriety, and dignity, as fhould redound to the
divinc glory, and his own progrefs, and advantage.

He had a capacity to improve in natursl and
moral feience, and perfection ; his appetites and

pathons
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paflions were controul:ble by the fuperior prina
ciples of his naturc, and his propenfities carried
him into alts of love, gratitude and obedience
towards Ged. By obferving the law of his na-
tore, and thofe pofitive precepts which perfe@
wifdom faw 4t to fubjoin, he Was able to make
high advarices in mor:tll rectitude and happinefs,
and continuc in thi¢ finiles aid benedictfon of
his maker.

He was a moral zFent, endowed as it is com-
monly cxprefled, with freedom of will, or a felf-
determinirig power, in regard tofuch volitions
and actions as form the moral charaéer, and be.
get a likenefs to the divine purity, or the contra-

ryLibcr’ty was an eflential principle of his confti-
tuticn, a natural quality, and a neceffary fpring,
and incentive to 21l virtuous improvement.

_His right to ufe the things provided for the
fupply of his neceffities, or convenience, was de-
rived from the divine grant, either explicitly
thade, or difcover=d by the light of his own un.
derftanding ; fubjet to n9 rcftraint, but the law
of his nature, which was not only confiftent with,
but the perfection cf Liberty ; obligation to obey
thelaws of the Crzater, being only a’ check to
licentioufnefs, and abufe. ,

He could not reafonably defire any change in
his ftate, or any of his circumftances, but what
Lic progrefs in holinefs, and in the feveral pious,
and focial affeons, would tothe advantage cf
his felicity, neceflarily produce.

Had lLe perfsvered in his natural redtitude, and!
attachment to God, and obedience to his laws, of
which he was madc capable ; and pofterity def-
cended from him in Kis ows likensfs ; angry <57

tentionsy
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tentions, eppreflion, and cruelty which now take
place, and are the fources of fo much havock and
mifery to the human race, would not have been
known in the world.

Government of fome fort, adapted to the hu-
man nature and circumftances, would indeed,
probably, have been inftituted among them, as
tfrom many paffages of fcripture we have reafon
to think 1t is among the Angels themfelves ;
but there would h:ve been no fuch laws as are
made for the lawlefs and difobedient, fer the un-
godly and for finners.

It is perhaps, neceffary to the order and hap-
pinefs of all created intelligences, whofe under-
ftanding muft be limited, to have government
among them ; though we need not enquire, whe-
ther in regard to created fpirits, who have no bo-
dily wants to fupply, it ought to be diftin¢t trom,
ot morc pofitive, than the original laws of their
nature ?

To fuch beings, however, it feems neceflary it
ihould, who require .bodily fupport and conve-
nicnge, and who from their fituation, and condi-
tion arc capable of acquiring diftinét and private
property.  This would have been the cafe with .
man, had he continucd innocent, and become
uumerous, as it now is in his fallen and depraved
ftatc.

Difputes might and probably would fome-
times arife, in regard to perfonal rights and pro-
Perty ¢ not, indeed, as now from the depravity
ot cur +Iediens. but meerly from the imperfec-
ton of knowledize ; which mult be {ettled by
fome <rown rules, or laws cftatlifbed by the con-
fent of the whole: »therwite preperty would in

B fome



( 10 )

fome irftances, remain precarious, and undeter.
mined.

As there would however, be no evil inclina.
tion, or dclign in any individual, or fufpicion e
it in others, to invade the property, retain the

rights, or check theliberty of any;and asthefc

difputes would take place in confequence only
of thofe errors of the memory, mifapprehenfion
and miftake to which the human mind, from
its natural imbecility, tho’ innocent, muft L¢
liable ; they would always be iffued in the mofi
amicable manner, and to the entire fatisfactior
of the parties ; and every one left to the free
cxercife ot the gifts of nature, and the unmolef-
ted enjoyment of the bounties of providence.

Making daily progrefs in natural and mora!
perfetion, dignity and happinefs ; of which in
this ftatc of things, mankind could not fail,
they would proportionably fulfil, and always be
tulhlling the wifc and good end of their Creaticn.,

With great propricty, thcrefore, might God
on the review of the make of man, finding how
admirably he was qualified to anfwer fuch a
purpoic, and to livcin perpetual freedom and
happiuefs, be reprefented faying, as in our text,
Bebold it 15 very gesd.

Such was the primitive ftatc of man—happy
in the divine image and fuvor, and in the purni.
ty and frecdom of his own faculties.

But alas ! how changed ! what a reverfe of
things did he undergo a¢ the fall | when he vi-
olated the law of his mudver, given for the tryal
of his fidelity and obedicace, 2nd commenced
rebel againft God, whor fni rgre did hie make
of the divine preferce, +od tavonr 'what a fin-

tul



(11 )

ful natme ! What irregular propenfities! What
ftrong untoward and eccentric appetites and
paflions were introduced inte his conftitution !

and how by one man’s difobedience were many
by o . )

 made finners, and brought under the condemnat:-
on of the rightcous law of God !

Mankind, however, though fallen into a difor-
dered, and perverted ftate, were not fuffered to
gcrifh in confequence of the one tranfgreffion ;

ut the forc-ordained grace of God counteracted
the effelts of it, by bringing forward a new, and
happy difpenfution, founded on the obcdience
and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chnit.

What marvellous defigns of wifdom, and love
had God our heavenly Father, in view, for a
loft worid ! and how ought our hearts to be
comforted, being knit togcther in love, and un.
to all riches of the full aflurancc of underftan.
ding, to the acknowledgement of the myftery of
God, and cf the Father and of Chrift !

The rational faculties of the human mind.
though fadly darkened, and indifpofed to mo-
ral and religions perforiances, were not def-
troyea ; the paflions, though depraved, werc not
eradicated : In cvery idea of the foul, but its
prunitive purity and rectitude, there remainca
the eficatial propertics of humanity ; particular.
ly the love of liberty ; which is an original
pifion, not meerly innocent, but requilite botli
before and fince the fuall, to all virtuous exerti-
ous, and happy cnjoyments, though now cx.
tremcly fiable to abufe by curliives, and veftriiug
wom our fcliowmen.

In whatever view the principle of Lilierty be
voatidered, ¢r by whato o nave ddiftinguithed,

.\."‘.:‘f?‘ "
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tvhether by natural or moral, Civil or religious
Liberty ; it has its rife from nature ; and it ap-
pears to be the will of God that mankind fhould
poflefs it, in each of thefe fenfes.

Civil liberty is indeed, immedicely derived
from human compa&, and founded on civil go-
vernment ; but it mnore properly, though remote-
ly, proceeds from nature, as it 1s the voice of rea-
fon that men, for the greater fecurity of their
K:rfons and property, and the promotion of their

ppinefs, fhould form into fociety, and eftablith
government among them.

Confidering men as bcing already fo formed, 1
fhall hereafter fpeak of liberty chiefly as it relates
to their civil and religious affairs ; though it will -
be difficult to difcourfe without fomctimes blen.
ding the other fenfes with it ; which [ fhall not
be very careful to avoid.

The beneficial improvement both of our civil
and religious rights depends on liberty.

Matters that pertain to coxfticnce, and the
worfhip and fervice of God, and the preparati-
on of our Souls for another world, are the ob.
jects of religious liberty ; and thofethings that relate
to our prefent fecurity and happinefs in civil
government, are the objects of civil liberty.

In this manner civil and religious liberty, are
ufually diftinguithed ; but as thercis a connecti-
on between thofe bleflings which tend to our
prefent happinefs, in civil government, and thofe,
which are neceflary to lay the foundation of that
which is future and eternal, and as confcience is
really concerned in both ; and men can no more,
without offending God, and violating the laws
of focicty, refign, or ncglect the former, than

the
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the latter ; thefe two fenfes of liberty feem fo far
to intermix, and in 2 fort become ome.

The human mind is fo framed by its wifeau.
thor, as to be greatly fufceptive of difadvanta-
geous impreffions in regard to its moral ftateand
acts of worthip, from the reftraints-of our civil hi-
berty, which muft be allowed to be an undeni-
able argument that fuch reftraints are contrary
to the will of Ged.

Of this the royal Pfalmift was deeply fenfible,
and it gave rife to his prayer, contained in the
other paffage which has been read.—Deliver me
Jrom the oppre(fion of man, fo will I keep thy frecept:—-

This is an experimental declaration of one who
was difpofed to worthip God and keep his pre-
cepts, of the extream difhiculty of doing fo,
to any confiderable advantage, while deprived
of civil liberty, and opprefled, and borne down,
by the fuperior force and cruelty of lawlefs per-
fecutors.

The cafe of our venerable New-England fore-
fathers, who fuffered {o much at home, in the
reign of fames the fnft, was in many refpects
fimilar to this, and an exemplification of the truth
of it. Things did not pafs well with them, ei-
ther in church or ftate ; they were treated with
rigour, and denied the liberty of the Gofpel, and
the cnjoyment of the ordinances of God in their
purity, by lawsand mandates from both.

Mr. Robinfon’s church in particular, the fced
whence this church grew, and many others
have fince branched, ¢ was extremely harrafied ;
fome caft into prifon, fome befet in their houfes,
and {fome * rced to leave tiicir farms, and fami
lics’; as has been witnefled by one, who was no

{mall
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fmll fharer in their fufferings, both in old Eng.
land, and New.

And to their pious zeal, love of liberty, and
magnanimity is it chiefly owing, under the fmiles
an guidance of providence, that the wilds of
America ars now {o immenfcly occupied by ci-
vilized and chriftian inhabitants.

The royal Pfalmift had beforc prayed, in the
verfe preceeding our text, againft all inward hin.
drance of duty and obedience; fuch as arofe
from evil inclination, and corrupt aflections,—
Order my fteps in thy word, fays he, and let not
any iniquity have dominion over me.

But fenfible of another, and common tempta.
tion te tranfgreflion, and the negle@ ot Gud, he
prays againft this alfo in the text,—Deliver me
Jrom the oppreffon of man 5 fo il 1 keep thy pre.
cepls.

PThis he confiders as a great outward impedi.
ment in the way of his duty; but at the fume
time he was fo well perfwaded of the difpoiition
of his own heart, as to think if it was but rema-
ved, and he was dclivered out of the hands of
them that opprefled him, he fhould go onin an
even chearful courfe of obedience to the precepts
of God; though under his prefent circumftan.
ces, from the reftraint of his liberty, it was im-
poflible for him to doit, according to his mind
and confcience.

If we take into confideration the dffedts pro-
duced by oppreflion in the iuman mind,—the
evil confequences of it to fociety, and the abate-
ments of happinefs it occefions to individuals ;
or confult the facred oracles, and the feveral dift
penfations of God towards mankind ; we fhial}

fi1id



(15 )
v that it has been his defign all along, to difs
tountenance oppreflion in its various forms, and
sncourage  and promote liberty in the world.

From our natural notions of the divine cha.
racter, befides what we are taught by revelation,
= may be argued, that the communication of
beppinefs, i concidence with his own glory,
« v, the great end propofed by God in the crea-
con of man,

ile defigned we fhould be happy in beth
worlds 5 and accordingly by our internal frame
and furiiiire, ind outward enjoyments, we are
omovaded witle all the materials that are necef-
fary  tor ilis purpofe; we are conftituted with
.iberty, as well to exercife and improve our ra.
tional tacultics, as to make ufe of the bleflings
and liberalities of providence. .

By the principle of liberty, which is the fpring
and animation of our rational exertions, we main-
tain our fuprecmacy among the crcatures of this
lower world, which otherwife would annoy us ;
and by it we tafte the fweets of the good things
of lite, and improve in piety and virtue, in
divine and focial aflcctions, in natural and moral
fcience, »ndin all thofe arts and accomplithments,
which pertec and adorn human nature, and make
men happy.

[t is, howcever, fubject to great impediment and
diminution, from various caufes, but from none
more, except our own lufts, than the oppreflions
of our tellowmen.

Though the devil is the grand tyrant of man.
kind, yet if we refift him, he will flee from us
but the oppreflion of man may be fo eftablithed,
and triumphant, as to admit no hope, either of
overcoming it by our own &rength, eor efcaping
aut of ats hands, And
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And when this is the cafe, it produceth the
worit effcéts in the human mind. It breaks its
force, enervates and obfcures its facultics, cramps
the f{pirits, dcltroys emulation, and fnaps the -
finews of every exalted and virtuous defign.

The tempers, and difpoiitions of men are
itrangely vitiated and change: by oppreflion.
The brave and cnterprifing 5row irrefolute and
{piritlefs—the focia! and hutaan, turn fullen, un-
feeling and vicious—the wicked pafs on to high-
er degrees of enormity, and the righteous decay ;
obftructed in their courfc of obedience, they be-
come heartlefs and unimproving.

The bleflings of life—the mcans of natural, ci-
vil and moral improvements— the peaccand tran-
quility of fociety, and the profpects of future
happinefs, are gieatly difturbed and diminithed
by it. And when it is carried to its extream,
and begets confirmed flavery, like foil prepared
to invigorate its proper feed, it is productive of
many fpecies of vice : Falfhoods, thefts, and in-
temperance grow out of it ; which is a demontftra-
tive proof that the bencvolent Creator never for-
med the human nature for oppreflion, or origi-
nally defigned it thoald be fubjeét to it.

On the contrary, it is introduccd at the door
of fin ; and is, at once, promoted by the gencral
depravity, and promotive of it.

Whereas liberty is innate, and omginal; the
plant ot our heavenly Father ; liable indecd, like
other original principles to negleét or abufe from
curfelves and others ; but under proper nurture
and guidance, capable of accomplithing noble and
beneticent purpofes,

Poflefled
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Poflefled of it, men are,in a moral fenfe, fub-
jeits of the divine agency, capable of perfwafi.
on, of being actuated by motives, and by thofe
influcnces from on high, which are adapted to
~ their wake and circumitances ; and of being led
to acquire, and fupport the character of religion
and virtue.

They may be animated by it, to the nobleft
purfuits and higheft attainments ; to grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our lord and
Saviour Jefas Chrift ; to fecure their beit intereft
here, and to cultivate in their fouls thofe difpo-
fitions and graces, which lay the foundation of
future happinefs.

But deprived of liberty, opprefled, and enfla.
ved, men not only fink below the primitive ftand.
ard of humanity ; but even that which has
been erected in confequence of the original tranf-
gretlion.  They become ftupid, and debafed in
tpirit, indolent aud groveling, indifferent to all
valnable improvemen:, sad hardly capable of any.

How much thea does it concern mankind to
preferve, aud cherifh the fpirit of liberty !—-it is
their crown and diadem ; and effential to human
happincts. '

May the body of the people in thefe colonies,
in imitation of our renowned fore-fathers, thofe
frce born {pirits, thofe brave chriftian Heroes, who
in the true fpirit of liberty, and tor the fake of
worfhipping Gud according to confcience, for-
fook their native fhores, and fled from, % iron
hand of oppreffion, tothe remote and . Tk regi-
ons of America, be always ready to adopt every
felt-denying meafure, and call forth every magna.
nimou:_ exertion, that may be found neceflary,
to extricate themielves, from their prefent ‘poli-

v tical
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tical cvils, and continue the cnioyment of thie
blefling of liberty, in this new world.

And may we all have wifdom to improve it,
for the advuntagecus yuipofis it is calculated to
accomplith, in the diligant aod faithiul fiudy of
the holy Scriptuves, wnd in cultivating the uni-
verfz] temper of picty and humanity 5 hercby en-
larging the foundation, both of our prefent and
future happinefs : For fo is the wil of God, that
with well doing ye may put to filence the igro-
rance of foolith men ; as tiec, and not ufing your
liberty for a cloke of maliciouinets, but us the
fervants of God.

Liberty is the grand prefurvative of public fpi-
rit, and inccntive to private virtue. How far
foever the fpirit of liberty has been, and ftill is
crufhed and borne down by mighty tyrants, the
nimreds of the earth, it is happy for mankind
that fome of it yct remaireth in the world.

To this invigorating principle, arc chiefly to be
attributed thole high advances in natural and
moral philofophy, and thofe ufeful difcoverics in
civil and conunon life, which go far towards im.-
proving and cmbellithing human natuic.

« I, fays a fine writer, clegance cemes fhort
of the jult ftandard, and 1s not yet arrived at its
proper maturity, human life muit neceflarily be
deprived of the enjoyment of many convenien-
cies, of which it is capable, and the manners of
mankind muft incline towards ficrcenefs and fu-
peritition.  If carricd no farther than the juft li-
mit, it produces a more cemmoddious mct{xod of
living, ¢ives rife to the invention of many true
refinements, heightens the tplerdor and magnifi-
cence of feciety, tends to 1ender mankind {ectal
and humanc, begets mildnefs and moderation in

the
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the tempers and actions of men, and helps to ba.
nith ignorance and fuperttition out of the world ;
«nd thus far it contributes to the perfection of
human fociety™.

Liberty is requilics to the growth of every good
{eed in a2 commonwealth,

While men are free they have fuitable encou-
ragement and {pirit to improve in the arts of
commerce and goverament, as well 3s thofe of
common life—they invcltigatc new arts, and cul-
tivate the old—they contrive methods of juft re.
“fiacment—they ftudy how errors may be redtifi-
ed, and dcfects fupplied, and how things of real
ule may be perfected, and rendered more excel.
lent—they go the round of their daily occupati.
ons with alacrity, and reviewtheir enjoyments
with pleafure, and thus enterprize great ichemes
for ti:e gond of focicty. |

Far t:om conhiving their views to thcir own
imes, and the emoluments of the prefent age, or
tiie nautow cirde of a few in any, they extend
them to futnre periods, and lay foundations of
ymprovaner ¢ and magniicence for generations
vet unborn.

~Amuaated by the {pirit of liberty, men are led
to attempt great things, in the day of fmall
1ings 3 and according to their limited and very
smperfel capacity and manner, to imitate the
works of God himfelf; to whom a thoafand years
wre as one day, ¢ \Wio hasan immenicly large,
progreflive fcheme, confifting of many under parts,
and intermediate fteps ; all pliced 1 thar pro-
per perinds, and ecach rifing upen the paft,
and the whole condnéted in thit regular gentle
sranner, which is beft fuited to the moral govern-
st ol world of iptellipat o apents, and
' maft
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moft bc;c’c’aming a Being of infinite wifdom, and
nefs"’,
sog’gom fuch hints, which will probably be more
largely confidered by fome fucceflor, may be
jultly argued, that God muade man to be frec;
and that in proportion as they have loft their
liberty in any truc fenfe, the benevolent pur-
pofes of the creator have fome how, been impi.
oufly and injurioufly counteracted ia the world.

We fhall come to the fame couclufion if we
examine the accounts of the holy fcriptures :
It is manifeft from the dealings of God with
mankind, recorded in them, that he has from the
beginning, had a regard for liberty, and that
tyrants, and oppreflors, have been the objects
of his abhorrence.

Oppreflion and tyranny began to work in
eurly ages, in the perion and family of Cain,
and f{pread abroad its bancrul influence, and
pernicious cfiects among mcen ; and when at
length, by the unlawfui n.ixtures of Seth’s fa-
mily with his elder brethers, the whole world
occame corrupt ; and injullice, tyranny, and
oppreflion prevailed ; God manifefted his difplea-
fure againft thofe giants in wickednefs, by invol-
ving the whole hutan race, eight perfons excep-
tcd, in one common ruin.

The miraculous deliverance of the children of
ffrael from the Egyptian Bondage, is a very
nignal inftance of God’s appearing in favour of
liberty, and frowning on tyrants;and it fhews
how much he regards the rights of his people,
and in how excmplary 2 manner, hard hearted
tyrants, and mergiles oppreflors, fometimes feel
his vengeance.

He
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He had pity on his people, toiling in the fer.
vice, and for the benefit of ftrangers, and groan-
ing under the unrealonable weight of their bur-
dens 3 and he came down and fet them free.

It ought not to be forgntten, that this was
done, at a time, and in 2 manner peculiarly cal-
culated and intended, to be a terror and warn.
ing to the remotelt natioas, and all future op-
preflors.

In what ftrains of paternal tenderncfs, on the
one hand, and indignation oa the other, is the
divine Buing reprelented as {pcaking, on this oc-
cafion ? [ have furely fecn the affliction of my peo-
ple, which are in Eys¢, and have heard their cry,
by rcaton of their tafk-mafters ; for I know their
forrows, and I am coime down to dcliver them
out of thec hand of the Egypiians.

The fame thing s further coniirmed by the
nature of the civil: government of the Fews.

After they bad beea delivercd out of the houfe
of bondage, God faw fit to inftitute a certain
form ot mixed government among them, under
which they were to be reftored to the knowledge
and practice of truc reitgion, and the poffeflion
ot their natural rights and Iiberties. This form
was propofed to the coniideration of the people,
and they gave their full conrfent to it, and it
was in all refpedts a free government.

The fpirit of liberty breathed in every part,
and was fupported, defended, and promoted, by
1ts whole conftitution.

Wife laws were enaced for the prefervation
of Liberty, and the aduuniftration of Juftice
through the wholc natior, and ¢ asthcir lands
were to defecend to their pottertty, aod were
aticnable but for a limited time, a proper ma
| naturil
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natural foundation was hercby laid, for keep.
il;F up the balance of power among the feve.
ral tribes, the fecurity of the liberty of the bo-
dy of the people, and the rights of each indivi-
dual.

From exprefs prohibitions of oppreffion, and
of the fale of any Ifraelite for a bondman ; from
the releafe of debtors, the reftortion of lands to
their original owners, the general frecdom of
fervants on fabbatical years, and times of rejoice-
ing celebrated among the Jews, in commemora-
ration of their deliverance out of Fgypt, for all
which things, particular ftatutes were ordaired ;
we may fce how admirably their government
was calculated to keep alive a fpiric of liberty,
and infpire them with the love of it.

At the time of their withdraw from the go-
vernment of Jehovah, when they unwifely and
ungratefully defired a change in thair political
ftate, and to come unger the power of carthly
Kings, God did rot forfike them ; but on the
contrary, manifeftcd his concern for their welfare,
and let them know how far, and in what refpecis,
if they procecded, they would be likely to be de-
prived of their liberties, by ordering a deferipti.
on of the manner of their King to be laid before
them : He will take your fons and appoint them
for himfelf ; for his charicts, and to be his horite-
men ; and fome fhall run before his chariots—
and he will appoint him captains over thoufands,
and captain over fifties, and will fet them to ea
his ground, and to reap his harveft, and to make
his inftrumcats of war, and inftruments of his
chariots ; and he will take your daughters to be
conteltionarics, and to be cnoks, and tobe bakers—
and he will take your fields, and your vine-
yards, and vour elive vards, even the beft of them,

Talh.
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and give them to his {crvants 3 and he will take
the tenth of your feed, and of your vineyards,
and give to his officers and to his fervants, and he
will take your men fervants, and your maid fcr-
vants, and your goodlielt young men, and your
afles, and put them to his work, he will take the
tenth ot your fheep, and ye fhall be his {grvants.

This is not a defcription of what their Kings
would have any right or jult authonty to do;
bi.t ¢f what their pradice would be ; if, as they
requelted, they had a King like the other nations ;
unmind{ul of the common good, the only end of
civil autiority, they would treat their fubjects in-
jurioaily,and makeufe ofthemn and of their wealth
for their own aggrandifcment and evil defign,
divelting them ot that libeity, which they fo hap-
pily enjoyed, under their former government.

The cvident traces of the {pirit of liberty, dif-
coverable in the writings of the fucceeding Pro-
plicts, and running through them ; the frequent
denunciat’ons of the divine judgments againdt ty-
racts, and oppreflers, the names and images by
which they characteriic them, their predictions of
their final overthrow, and ot a time approaching
betore the end of the world, when righteoufnefs
and peace, truth and liberty, and happinefs fhall
prevail, are other undceniable proofs of God’s care
to uphold the caufe of liberty, and his purpofe to
render it finally triumphant over all the tyrants
of the earth ; thofc beats and dragons, as the Pro-
phets call them, that is, deccivers and deftroy-
ers of mankind. '

‘The ancient Prophets were endowed with plen-
tiful meafures ¢ ¢ the fpirit of liberty ; their breafts
glowed with tne facred flame, and they had a
jult fenfe of its neceflity to promote improve.
meats both in 4 civil and religious view. Far from

thinking
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thinking it a profitution of their facred office,
they on the contrary, confidered it as part of the
duty of it, to give their voice in favour of liber-
ty, and fpcak as they often did, in the fevereft
language, and warmeft ftrains of indignant elo-
quence againft oppreflive powers and domineer-
mq tyrants,

f w¢ will now look into the writings of the
new tcftament, we fhall find that they are friend-
ly to the caufe of liberty.

In the moft perfect fenfe of it, intending free.-
dom from the bondage of fatan and our own lufls,
it was the great object of Chrift's undertaking ;
and agreca l{ He applied to himfelf what had
been long belorc teftificd of Ilim, by the fpirit of
prophecy—the fpirit of the Lord is upon me, be.-
cauie he hath anointed me to preach the gofpel to
the poor, He hath fent me to hcal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering fight to the blind, to fet at liberty them
that are Druifed. It is faid that the law of the
fpirit of life in Chrift Jefus, makcth frce from the
law of fin and decath ; and if the Son make us
tree, we fhall be fiee indeed,

'"Tis allowed that when Chrift was in the world
working out the redemption of finners, He did
not fay many things concerning civil govern.
ment and poltical liberty @ Frecdom of a far more
inportant nature employ’d his time and thoughts :
and his filence in this regard, has been turned
into an argument by foine, that the miniflers of
religion depart from the duty of their oftice, and
altout of cﬁ.u'nélcr, when in any flate of our public
affaivn, they make fuch matrers fubjecls of their
dilcourfes from the pulpit, »r cven in private
conserfation, But befides other fubftantial thing:

that
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that might be replied, it ought to be remember.
ed, that the Prophets before, and the Apoftles
after him, were not fo fparing ; and this 1 think
is a folid proof, either that his filence was not in.
tended as an example, or that fome of the infpir.
ed Apoltles at leaft mifunderftood it.

‘There were fpecial prudential reafons wh
Chrift, ’till He had finithed the work of his mini.
Atry, and fulfilled every thing in the fcriptures
concerning Him, thould avoid fpeaking with any
degree of frezcdom and opennefs of mattcrs of
government and the civil liberties of mankind.
*“ The Jews were continually laying weight for
fomething to accufe Him of to the Romans,
tempting Him, and trying all methods to draw
Him into any act, which might be conftrued
treafon, ar difaffection to their government”.

And confidering the great wickednefs of the
Jewsin that age, and their particular malignity
againit Chrilt, together with the ufurpations and
encryachments ot fome of the roman magiftrates,
had e faid almoft any thing of civil rights, they
would have charged Him with fedition and trea-
ion.  For fimilar reafons, He declined any direct
anfwer, when queftioned about his being the
Mefliak, and fome other matters ; and it is hoped
minitters will not be blamed for treating on the
meflinhihip of Chrift, becaufe He himielf had
tometimes gool reafons to be cautious.

But though Chrift did not taink proper to de-
cide any thing, as to civil rights in particu'ar
cafes; yet from what He faid, on feveral occati-
ons, wemay learn his fentiments on the fubject
of liberty, and government ia general.

He not only bore tettimony againit {piritual
tyranny, and the undue claims of power, in the
Scabes and Phariteos—11e not only intimated
his dcteftation ot periecution, when He advifed

D Pae
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his Apoftles, to beware of men, and if they per-
fecuted them in one city to Hee to another—He not
only implicitly cenfured the tyrannies of the Gen.
tile world, when he faid to his difciples, that the
princes of the Gentiles excrcife dominion over
them, but it fhall not be fo among you: But
he fpake of Herod King of Galilee, with a degree
of fcverity, when the Pharifecs told him, that he
would kill him. He alfo exprefsly commanded
to render unto Cefar the things that are Cefar’s,
and unto God the things that are God’s ; the
natural fenfe of which precept is this, that men
fhould give tribute and cuftom, refpect and obe-
dience, to thofe cloathed with lawtul authority,
as far as they are due, and neceflary to anfwer the
ends of government, but that they are to make
no encroachments on the things of God, which
are likewife to be given to him, things pertaining
to his fervice, appropriated to his worfhip ; the
rights of confcience and natural rights and
sniberties, which are the donations of Lis roodnefs.
and ncceflary to the prefervation of that peace
and order, and juftice among men, which He hath
ordained. ‘

in this precept much is faid in little, relative to
civil government ; fuch prudence i: difplayed, as
was fufficient to avoid the fnare thet was laid for
Him, and at the {fame tiine, the molt perfect ge.
neral ruleis given for the guidance cf magiltrutys
and people, and rendcring {ociety happy.

Among the apoftles, St. Paul in his epifile te
the Romans, hath explicitly fpoken ot civil go-
vernment, and pointed out the ends of it, the
duty of magifirates, and the ground of fubmiffion
to their authority in the moft concife and inftruc-
tive manner.

His own condu&, on diverfe azcafions, mani
foft+4 e foafe he had both of civitand redinioue
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hberty ; it was of a piece with his doftrine, and
is the beft comment upon it.

There was a remarkable difplay of tue {pirit
of liberty in his behavicr, when on a falfe accu.
fation, and without legal proccs, he and Silas
were, by arder of the magiftrates, beaten and caft
into Prifon, aud their feet made faft in the tocks,

The magittrates, tenified by an earthquake,
fent the ferjeants to releafe them, but Paul,
animated by the {pirit of liberty, even in a goal,
and fenfible that his rights had been invaded ;
infilted on a practical acknowledgment of it,
from the magiftrates themfelves—Paul faid unto
them, they have beaten us openly, uncondem.
ned, being Romans, and have caft us into prifon ;
and now do they thruft us out privily ? nay veri-
ly \=but let thcem come themlelves, and fetch
us out.

‘I'he ferjeants reported thefe words te the ma-
giftrates, and they feared when they heard they
were Romans. They knew they had injured
tlicin by depriving them of liberty, who were as
tre: as themifelves, and had as good a right to the
privileges and protection of the roman govern.
ment ; juft as the Americans, by nature and char-
ter, arc entitled to the fame vights and libertics
a5 Britons, or as they thaniclves would have en.
joved, had they been born within the rcalm of
l.naland.

It 15, however, hard for exalted characters, who
Lveeveen ultd to have their orders exccuted, to
brica theadidves to make conceflions 5 but the
maciirece, were overawed by the earthquake,
wna fiom other confiderations zifo, they tound
v necefiiry to come perionally, and by entreatics
ke up the matter—they came and befought
thom, and brought them cut.

Tovve
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But it may be atked ; why was Pau! and
his companion f{o obftinate ? why did they not
come out when the ferjeant came with orders
to let them go free > Why did they continue in
confinement a moment longer than was accefla-
rz ? —The keeper of the prifon, it feems thoughi
they would readily embrace the ofler, and as he
had now great reafon to cfteem them, he ran haf-
tily with tﬁ joyful tidings, and wifhed them peace.

But they had good reafon for their conduét;
they knew the value of liberty, and its impor-
tance to mankind, and they chofe rather to fufler
the cruelty, and ignominy of a goal, 2 while lon-
ger, than not bear fuilicient teftimony againtt fuch
magiftrates as had unjuftly invaded it.

Their behaviour in this affair may be confider-
ed, as having refpect to themfelves and others ; as
to themfelvcs, they were {enfible if they did not
improve this opportunity, to induce thc magiftrates
who had done the injury to makc reparation ;
other magiftrates would rot be fo likely to be
deterred from a fimilar practice, nor thefe fo cffec-
tually prevented from repeating the abufe, and
perhaps carrying it to a greater extremity, when
the horrors of the carthquake were gone oif.—
And as to othcr men, whofc welfare they were
obliged to promote, they knew if they did not
bring their oppreflors to acknowledge the injuftice
they had been guilty of, in denying them the
libertics of Romans, shey fhould fet an example
of ill influence to zll who might afterwards be
opprefled, and encourage magiftrates to go any
lengths in this ill trcatment of fubjeéts.  But if
they brought them to a practical nullifying ot
this inftance of oppreflion, their example would
belikely to be beneficial to mankind in future time,
and induce tiiem under fimilar abules to tread in
thair fteps. and o maintaiz liberty in the world.

Paul
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Paul and Silas therefore, like men acquainted
with their own, and the rights of focicty, acted
this noble part, for the promotion and eftablith-
meut of the caufe of liberty.

iv man was ever more tender of his liberties,
o 1zigie delirous to contimue fuch rich bleflings in
the world than the apoftle Paul.

At a time when thechief captain had ordered
him to be examined by {courging, and they were
binding him with thongs for that purpofe, with
what independence of mind did he demand of
the centurnion,—Is it lawful for you to fcourge
2 man thatis a Roman, and uncondemned ?

And when the famnc officers on being inform.
cd of his affuming the freedom of Rome, doubt.
ing his claim, obferved that it was with a great
fum he hi-nfelf had obtained this freedom ; how
did Paul aflert his own pre-cminence,~but I was
trce born.

Aud afterwards, having fallen into the hands
of the high pricit, who as he was pleading his
caufe, commanded him to be fmitten on the
mouth ; with what a manly f{pirit of refcntment
did he reply, God fhall fmite thee, thou whited
wall, for fitteft thou to judge me after the law,
and commandeft me to be fmitten contrary to
the law ? Soon after, indced, he recalled the re-
proachtul language ftiling the high Pricft a whi-
ted wall, and faid he wift not that he was the
high priet, but henever retracted the fenfe he
had ot the illegal indignity that was offcred him.
nor his zcal againft fuch rulers as contradicted
the end ot their officc.

When he was brought before Fclix at one
time, and Feftus, and King Agrippa at another,
he made his defence with the famc frec and in.
trepid fpirit.—He yielded no rights, he refigned no
libertics into the hands of any man, however

- _al \J
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cloathed with authority, but he was always fub.
miflive to magiftrates acting in their line, and rea-
dy to be governed and judged by the law.

If it fhould be enquired why thefe inftances of
Paul’s condu&t relative to civil liberty are handed
down to us, fince it was his chief bufinefs to in-
ftru®t menir the great doctrines and duties of re-
ligion ; it may be faid, that among other rcafons,
which [ nced not mention, a probable one is, to
let us know, the fenfe he had of the conneion
between religious and civil liberty, and that the
former cananot be expected to exitt, but upon the
bafis of the latter.

The conduct and difcourfes of the Apofilcs,
whenever they had occafion to fpeak of civil li-
berty, were always friendly to its caufe, and a re-
proof of tyranny and ufurpation ; —the great
principle which they ever ated from themiclves,
and inculcated on others was, that we. ought to
obey God rather than man.

Although agrceable to what their Lord had
faid, they looked on themfelves and all chriftians,
as belonging to a focicty totally different fions <i-
vil ftates, fubjects ofa kingdom wkich isnot
of this world; yct as the tree exercife of the
external offices of this peculiar kingdom, muft
in fuch a world as this, and among fuch inhabi-
tants, greatly depend on the equity, impaitiality
ind freedom of civil government, and as in this
refpet it was more, and in every laudable world.-
ly refpet, as much the intcreft of chritlians, as
of other men, to live under {fuch a government,
they made conlcicuce as ’tis natural to fuppoic
they would, of {pcaking and adling on proper
occafions, in a manner thathad a tendency to re.
commend it to mankind.

Civil libcity, which itfelf 1s an olject of great
rrement, i» temetiies fpoken of by the ficred

- A e
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penmen, in both teftaments, for its own fake ; at
other times on the account of its falutary influ-
¢nce and effects on religious liberty.

Enough has been faid by the ancient Prophets,
ind by Chrift and the Apofties, to convince us that
they had a moft tender regard for the natural
and civil rights of mankind, and an abhorrence
ot all fpiritual tyranny and domination.

Chrift hasg told us that the members of his
myftical body, the church, are brethren—there are
to be no mafters among them—no authority ex-
ercifed over the faith or confciences of any— one
's our mafter, even Chnift.

‘The Apoftle Peter, who was himfelf an elder,
hath {trictly prohibited the elders of the flock,
lovding it over God’s heritage.

And whoever are guilty of fuch ufurpation,
though dignified amoag men, and diftinguithed
by tiie epithets of right reverend, and even his
Holincls, arc Jiable to the reproof adminiftred by
tlic Prophet to the ancient thepherds of Ifrael ; wo
be to the fhepherds of lirael that do feed them.
iclves ; thould not the fhephierds feed the flock ? ye
eat the fat, and ye cloath you with the wool, ye
kil them that ave fed ; but yo feed not the flock,
thedifcafed have ye notftrengthned, neither have ye
healed that which was fick, neither have ye bound
up that which was broken, neither have ye bro’t
again that which ws driven away, neither have
ye fought that which was loft; but with force
and with cruclty have ye ruled them.

At the time St. Paul had occafion to ufe friend-
ly feverity, atlcaft with fomeof the Corinthians,
he expreinly difcliimed cominion over thdir faith,
wligming this good reafon for it, by faith ye ftand.

Had we time to confider more largely the na.
ture and ¢cnius of the relivion of the Bible, its
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various requirements, and the principles, affecti.
ons and duties it enjoins ; the divine regards both
to civil and religious liberty, and God’s intention
to promote it among men, would appearin a
ftrong and irrefiftable point of light.

That temper and conduét—that love of God
and man, and thofe divine and fecial virtues,
every where recommended; particularly that imi-
tation of Chrift, or correfpondence of hcart and
life to his example, which are cflential parts of
his religion, are admirably calculated to fecure
the matural and religious rights and liberties of
mankind, and put an end to the miferics of op-
preflion and tyranny.

Chrift not only fet us an example of uni-
verfal bencvolence, but of the love of our coun.
try as confiftent with it ; like a true patriot he
had a peculiar concern for the welfare of his own
nation, and f{pent his life in the moft bencfi-
cent actions among them, and he could not call
to mind the calamities he knew they were about
to fuffer in confequence of their obftinacy and
unbelief, but with the tendercft cmotions ot com.
paflion and grief.

And fo far as men partake of his fpirit, and
are altuated by the principles of his religion, be
they magiftrates or fubjects, they swill be led to a
behaviour tending to fupport the generad caufe
of liberty, and the particular freedom and prof-
perity of their own country.

It was, indeed, thc great intention of Chrift,
to introduce men into aftate of fpiritual liber.
ty ; that being made frec from fin, and bccome
fervants to God, they might have their fruit
unto holinefs, and the cnd everlafting life ; but
as his religion is formed to produce this effect,
by remforcing doftrines and principles, ltlnat

1ave
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have a tendency, to fubdue thofe lufts and eor.
fuptions that enflave the mind, and to influence
men to practife thofc virtues in which the free-
dom of the foul copfifts ; and as the afliftances
and co-uperations of the divine fpirit are provi:
ded tobicak the yoke of fatan and rcplace our
fouls in a flate of moral ftrength and freedom,
which is the pureft and moft perfect idea and
condition of freedom we are capable of ; fo in
virtue of the fame influcnce and tendenly, his
feligion contiibutes to the prefervation and cfta-
tlithment of libeity in civil and religions focie.
fics. For, in proportion as the minds of individu-
als are made free from fin, and the virtues of
the Golpel ar. pradifed ; oppreflion and tyranny

sl coafe, and liberty vevive and prevail every
wherc, both iff churcis and ftate.

May therctore a decp fenfe of religion imprefs
flic nuads, «nd infiucuce the conduét of all men!
and thole happy times, we arc taught to ex-
pect, come on! when tiie power of oppreflion
{hall Ly banithed from the world ; and a King
full rdgn and profper, who fhall execute judg-
merit, and juftice in the carth 5 and there fhall be
rotning to huit ur deftroy inall Ged's holy
mouit.tli. - ‘ L

It only tctnains chat we rake afew refledti-
ous, or iuferences from what has been difcour-
fed, and conclude with them. _

Virft, V¢ fee vwhat reafun we have fo admire
and adore the wifdom and gooducls of Gad,
m conftituting a rcligion tor ws, which, while it
provides for the moral Libarty of our {ouls, anéd
our everlafting hapyins in 2nother <wvorld 4
Liaih not been unmindiul of the rights of con-
fiience, and the civil Lberties of foticty, in  this.

Liberty is the fpinit and genius of the facred
wiuilings ; the great thing aimed at m them, iy
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to make men free from fin ; to deliver them out’
of bondage to their lufts, and procure aud efta-
blifh the moral freedom of their minds.

But though this be their main obje@t, yet as
liberty in any important fenfe, civil or rcligious,
is friendly to the caufc of godlinets, ftands in con-
neftion with it, and has its influence into the
fpiritual freedom of the foul ; they have taken
care by enjoining felt government, the generous
affeCtions and a nghteous behaviour towards meng
to provide for this kind of liberty inhumanfocicty.

A juft regard for the authority of thc infpirel
word, will moft eftectually fecure and promote it.

As far as the liberty of mankind has been im.
paired, and their rights invaded, and opprefliorn
and tyranny have prevailed in any kingdom or
nation on earth ; fo far has_there bteen a repug-
nance to, and a departure from the true fpinit ot
the holy fcripturcs.

The religion of the Bibic hath a regard to
our benefit in both worlds, it contine of fuch
principles, duties und virtues, as are adajtea to the
human nature and circumftances ; it is fo conti.
ved as to deliver us from the vaflalage of ounr
lufts, and the oppreflion of man, by the fame di-
vine energy~—it forms our tempers to the re.
{femblance of God, and difpofes us for the fubh.
Jime cxercifes, and refined enjoymcnts of his Liea-
venly Kingdom ; at the fame time, anda by wae
fame means, that it promotes our beft intereft,
peace and quietnefs on earth——godlinsfs hath the
promife of the lifc that now i3, and of that which
35 to come.

This is a confideration that demands our war-
meft gratitude; and wki'e our hearts are cnlar-
;ed, and our mouths filled with the praifes of
~od fer do rich and incftiviable 2 Vefling , niay
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it bz our care to devote ourfelves farever to his
fervice ; and improve onr rveligious advantages,
according to thei gracious Joilgn and teadency,
tor the promotion both of vur’ prefent and future
happinefs.

Secondly ; If religionis eminently producétive
of liberty, and the fecurity of it ; we are led,
froin the remarkable difplay of liberty in the
great undertaking of our fore-fathers, to form g
favourable judgment of their religion, and to
believe it was pure and undefiled, and according
to knowledge, in oppofition to enthufiaftic rant
and fanaticiim. T'here have been indeed, many
inftances of the love of liberty among a people,
whofe rcliginn has been no other than pagan ;
and no marvel ; if is 2 natural paffion, capable
however, of heing ftrengthened by religion ; and
is ufually the ftrongeft, where rcligion is the
pureft and the moft divine.

Notwithftanding the names of our- illuftrious
anccftors have been traduced, and their religion
aueftioned, and even viliied by fome, as the
ravings of a difordered mind, or the cfle@ts of
ignoranze and {uperttition, an abufe which few
elcaped who were diftingnifhed by the name of
puritans 5 yet the eharitaile as well as probable
opinion i3, that they were men of real piety
ind godlinefs ; and that like David of old, thcy
defired to cet out of the hands of their oppref-
fovs, that they might Lave niore hiberty to keep
God’s precepts, and worfiip and forve him ac-
cording to the lieht of t@ cir 0w coaftiences,

I am not fenfibic of any bias, though I would
not be too confident, f.om an undue veneration
1ot antiquity, or tor e {uperior kaesledge and
difcernnint ot £l . whom we conimonly cali the
i“:a.tlu:rr; ; but vl relpelt to the fathers of New.
England. the more 1am ac quanted with their LiC
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tory and minutely enquirc into their religion and
poorality, and particplar bechaviour towards the
natives ot this Jand, the greatcr reafon havel to
be perfwaded, that their religion was derived from
the fountain of truth, and therefore real and fub-
ftantial, .

It appearsto have had the marks of divinity

upon ity and to have been founded op the pro-

bafis of all rcligion—the love of God ; and
that charity to man, that bond of pecace and of
all virtues, made a very confpicuous part of it,

At the time of our Fathers abandoning their
native country, many things were out of order
in the ftate, and they had reafon to complain of
the too arbitrary and urdue exercife of the pow.
ers of government. But their chief motive ir
it was religion ; freedom of worfhipping God
agrecably to the rule of his word, and the dictates
of their own minds

Religion was precings ip their eyes ; they were
willing to leave houfes a;:d lands, and many dear
and valugble pofleflions, tor the fake of enjoying
it in its purity. DBut they were men, and like
other good men they were liable to, and had their
failings ; its well they had no more.

When we rccollect the crucl treatment they
met with from their brethren at hoine, and their
{ufferings abroad ; the diflicultics and perils of
their voyage, and the niany hardfhips and dan.-
gers they encountercd atter they had anmived, in
this feafon of the year, to thefe dark and unfriend-
ly thores ; their unfhaken fortitude and paticent
fuffering of affliction in the cavie of veligion, fill
our minds with equal pleafurc and afionifhment.

We ought doubtlefs to confider it, as an argu.
ment of the love of God ruling in their hearts,
and of his grace abiding with them, and fuppoit-
1ag them wath the ftedfaft hope of good things

& -~
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to come; that under fuch tryals, their fpivie: were
not broken, and sheir tempers foured to dittruft,
peevithnefs and vice.
"It may, I belicve, be juftly affirmed, that their
devotednefs to God and his caufe, thcir re
for the holy feriptures, and love of the truth ag
it 15 1n Jetus, thewr faithtulnefs to thémfelves and
pofterity, and their affidnous care and endeavours
¢o tranfmit thewr religion uncorrupted, and their
Lberties unimpaired to remotett ages ; are to be
cqualled but by few inftances, and perhaps fur-
fled by none, fince the days of infpiration.

Their hittory, it faithfully recorded, will fhine
with a peculiar lnftre, in ¢the annals ot the church,
down to its lateft period in this militant ftate.

To us efpecially, who are cntered on their la-
Lours, as our natural inleritance, and who, til!
of late years, have largely partaken of the happy
fruits of their virtuous fufferings, and many toils,
both in church and ftate; and bclieve we fhall
again partake of them ; their names are juftly ve.
nerable : But we intend no more than a decent
expreflion of iilial refpect, when on this anniver-
fary,wetheir children, rifcup,and call them bleffed,

Their exataple, however, as far as it was for-
med, by the love of rcligion and liberty, and the
aorace of God that was ia them, ought to be
rezarded by us, and improved for the more per.
tectk accomplithing of thcir great and pious defigus.

In this view, we cannot but approve the late
conduct ot the town of Plymouth, indevoting the
anniverfary of our fore-fathers landing here, to a
rcligious ufe, and a grateful recollection of the
care of providence, in bringing about {o memo.
rable an event. |

Much benelit, if I miftake not, both to our.
felves, and polierity, may grow out of the de-
fign ; if it be but obferved with fobricty, and

brtvitvyr.nra
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tempcerance, us a civil and religious fcftivity, and
not fuffered to dcgenerate ingo carnal mirth,
and the works of darknefs. -

Thirdly==We lcarn that no man in communi.
ty, of any rank or charaéter whatever, can be
unintercited in the caufe of liberty ; or lawfully
uneglect it ; much lefs make ufe of his influence
in oppofing and bearing it down.

It is a common caufe, and the right of nature.
Every man that is born into the world, as Mr,
Lock, that prince of philofophers hath faid, « is
born to it, ” and every member of civil and
religious fociety has an unalienable title to, and
concern in it ; and is bound by the moit facred
and indiffoluble ties, in a juft exertion of his abi-
litics and by every adequate method, to fpread
the love of it among mankind, and detend it,
againit tyrants and oppreflors.

This obfervation comes with too felf-evident
clearnefs, and force, to thc reafon of man, to
admit of avowed oppofition trom any, but yct
in the political difputes in which we arc at pre-
fent, unhappily involved with our tellow fubjecte
at home, therc are fome in the midit of us, and
hard as itmay be tobelicve it,fuch as are defcended
trom our worthy anceftors, who ftroin a mifappre-
henfion of the nature and juft extent of the mi-
nifterial office, have pretended to deny 1t, in re-
gard to the clergy in particular ; and hiave ufed
fome fecble and uncouth attempts to wrelt it
out of their hands. The conduct howevcr, of
the holy Prophets and Apottles, the firm and
open {pirit with which they dclivered their fen-
timents, on the fubject of liberty, and bare tefti-
mony againft lawlefs opprefous, though igno-
rantly pailed over by than, wiil he difcerned by
others, to afford examplec to the ordinery mi-
niftors of religion, and authord: them, in their

publis
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public and private addrefles to ufe their infld.
ence, if any they have, in fupporting and che-
rifhiing the caufc of liberty.

This is not barely a right that may be exer-
cifed or neglected at pleafure, but the duty of all
ranks of men in focicty ; no onc is, or can be, ¢x-
empted. Liberty is the caufe of all, and all fhould
be ready to {fpend, and be fpent in its fervice.

Political apoftates, and other paricides will not
indeed admit, though they cannot deny fuch doc.
trinc ; it werc to be wifhed there was no occafion
to fay that their unexampled bchaviour, in this
day of anxicty and conteft, when the rights of
all the colonies arc the ftake, is too maniteitly
calculated according to the weight of its influ.
ence, to cut up the libertics of America by the
roots, and cool the paflion, and oblcure the fenfe
of them in the breafts of their fellow country.
men. At the fame time, firange to relate ! They
fondly aflume, and by afluming prophane the
refbectable characters of loyalty and friends to
wovernment ! Solicitous to hide from the world,
and if pofitble from themfelves, their unhallowed
vicws of ambition and avarice, under the cover
of veacrable forms, as the grand apoftate fpirit
himfelf is fometimes transformed into an angel of
light, to accomplifh the bancful defigns o? the
kingdom of darknefs, Notwithftanding, when
shey fhall make their cordial fubmiffions to their
much injurcd country, and feek reconciliation
with it, we may forgive, but it will be a hard
thing to forget their crimes.

Fourthly, As liberty is the right of nature,
confirmed to us by revclation, and cflential to our
happincfs, weought to be decply humbled un.
der the tokens of the divine refentments, in fuf-
fering fo great an adverfity to befal us, as that of
buing obliged to contend for it in oppofition to
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tneafures coutrived to deprive us of {o rich 2
blefling. .

Whez the righteous providence of God, which
in the friendlefs and defencelefs ftate of our pious
anceftors, condefcended to be their fun and fhield,
the vigilant and almighty gaardian of their per.
fons, gmilics and rights, bath feen it neceflary
to coned the growing infidelity, immorality and
prophanencfs of their degenerate offspring, Ly
permitting a thick cloud to gather over our heads;
and invelope the American colonies in darknefs
fome humiliating rcfletions ought to intermix
with the j}o and gratitude of the day.

We jui xgy the ways of providence in ail that
is come upon us—the Lord hati done right, but
we have done wickedly—our fins have been the
procuring moral caufe of the Judgments we fecl,
and we ought to be humble betorc God, and re-
pent and amend our ways and doings; but yet
with regard to man, we ave greatly inured, we
have rcafon to complain, and may jultly aflert
our rights, and maintain our caule azainit thein.

A morc grievous misfortune however, could
not befal us than this ; we deeply lament it ! We
deprccate a contention with tlic parent ftate ! It
1s the burden of Anzerica, and uader che weight
of it we arcall 1cady to enguire with anxious
dearts, watchman, what of the night { watch.
tan, what of the night? is there any good
ncws from our mother country ? any thing
toraife the hopes of our own ? can America cn-
ertain expectations from briafh juiticeor parer-
tal fympathy ofa dcliverance out of her diftr cffes.

In a fitnation {fo gloomy, Iet us cominit our
caule unto him who judgeltt ri?htcouﬂy). and lift
up our heartt to God  the heavens, in earneft
prav.r and fupplication—{ruft in himat afl times,
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oh ye people, pour out your hearts before him,
Our expectation is from Ged. He is our falyation
and our glory, the rock of our ftrength, agd our
refuge is :1n God. | .

The great affairs of ftates and kingdoms, are
fubject to his controul and governance. Hechan-
geth times and feafons ; the hearts of Kings and
of all men arc in his hands, and He turneth them
as rivers of water are turned. In the midft of our
perplexity anc fear, then let us look to God, who
s mgh above all nations, and whofe glory is
above the heaveias 3 and may we all as one man,
break oft our fins by repentance, and our iniqui-
tics by turning to the Lord ; if we will thus gleo
nitently betake ourfelves to him, though He
hath fimitten ws, He will bind us up ; his goin
forth is prcpared as the morning, and He fh
comc unto us as the rain, as the latter and former
rain, unto thc ecarth.

Fifthly, Confidering that the rights and liber.
tics of the colonies are o important bleffings, de-
rived to i from the divine goodnefs, through
the hands of our adventureus fore-fathers, it 13
hoped we {haii not fupincly fuffer them to flip
out of our pofieflion, or be wanting in any in.
ftances ot felf-denial, and other wife and eflectu-
al means, to fecure them to the prefent, and
tranfmit thzm to future gencrations.

The alarm that is gone forth through the
1ad, and the afliduous attention given to our
oublic afluirs, by all ranksy ages angd fexces a-
inonT us, we cwnot bul citeem a token for
good, a fymptom of vital firength, in the body po-
fitie, though {owe of its mambers are rautilated
ind maimed 3 nor can weattiisute the fiem u.
.o and coment of onr numerons colone ang the
general agrevment of thas roy cov eda ttants
“vrodes of oppofitie o o Ceenl e

I \ L7 W SN



( 42 )

fures, to any principle fo juftly, as the cffica.
cy of the divine influence on the minds of
men.

Judging from appearances, we have reafon to
hope, and belicve, that God himfelf has rifen
to work out our falvation.

Let us not provoke him to withdraw the
influences of his providence, by our own in.
sctivity and neglect.

God ufually worketh by macans aud inftru.
ments, in accomplithing the great purpofes of
his providence among men ; we bave no rcaion
from analogY, to cxgcc’t a deliverance out of our
political evils, by the immediate exertion of al.
mighty power ; we muft work ourfelves, with
a due dependance on the divine energy and
blefling, and then, from the juftice of our caufe,
maj( we expet that God will work with us
and in us, and crown our endeavours with
fuccefs.

The honourable, and much eftecmed Ame.
rican Continental Congrefs, whom we volunta.
rily conftituted the guardians of our rights,
have with great judgment and faithfulnefs, point-
ed us tpa made of conduct, from which, it
religioufly adhered to by ourfclves, and follow.
ed with the divine blefling, we may entertain
the ftrongeft hopes. |

It is at once calculated to procure a radical
redrefs of American grievances, and to promotc
the futur¢ peace, harmony and profperi-
ty both of Great-Btitain, and the colonies.~It
fhews that we contend for nothing but our
own, that we aimn at nothing but our rights,
and with and pray for nothing more ardently
in this world, than a reconciliation and laft.
ing connection with our brethren at home: If
it fucceeds, we are mutually happy ; it not, as

the
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the wifzt chemes of men may prove abortive,
thro’ the corruption and wickednefs of fome
other, it will at leaft manifeft to the whole
world, that the demands of America are juft,
and her difpofition Joyal and pacific.

And then, when the worft of events com.
cth, to which that repectable body have ia the
mean time advifed us to cxtend our views,
and be prepared for, we may with firm hope
and humble rcliance, implore the aids of his
providence, who is the almighty avenger of
wrongs, with whom is wiidom and ftrength,
who poureth contempt upon princes, and weak-
ncth the ftrength of tﬁc mighty, who lcad-
eth councellors away {poiled, and maketh the
judges fools.

To conclude, Upon a rctrofpetive view of
our fore-fathers coming over into this land,
the caufes moving them to it—the pious de-
figns they had in itwethe many hardfhips and

erils attending it, and the foundation hereb
aid for ufcful improvements in the arts of ci-
vilized life, comnmerce and literature ; but efe
pecially in  the knowlcdge and practice of the
chriftian religion, where ignorance and barba.
rifm had beforc prevailed for unknown ages ;
we ought to be very thankful to almighty
God for the pcculiar care and guardianthip
of his providence, fo confpicuou: in g¢very
part of this grand cnterprize.

God was with them of a truth, encourage-
ing and defending them, and carrying them
through difliculties and perils in a2 wonderful
manncr, which demands our particular atten.
tion and grateful acknowledgments this day.

He had, doubtlefs, great and wife purpofcs
to ferve, in leading them into this barbarouns
and extenfive widdernefs, which we Lave rea-
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fon to belicve, arc far from having yet been
wholly accomplifhed.

It is rcmarkable, that in thc many threat-
ning dangers that bcfet our Fathers in carly
time, from the wicked machinations of open
cncmies, or the fccret plots of treuacherousand
falfc-hearted fricnds, and that have fince,
even down to the prelent day, befct us, God
hath always appeared on our fidc, and deliver-
cd us out of all our fcars and difticfles, and
we truft hewill fiill dcliver us.

Not unto us, oh lLord, not unto us, but un-
to thy name be the glory.

It 1s not for fhort-fighted mortals to fathom
the ccunfels of the moft high God-: His Judg-
ments are unicarchable ; and his ways paft find-
ing out.

But it it bc lawful to permit our thoughts
to delight us with contemplations on futunity ;
the American dciert rejoices and blofloms as a
rofe, cities and empires rife, arts and fcicnces
flourith, and the folitary places are glad. How
great is the goodncfs of the Lord, and how
great is his beauty ! The time cometh, when old
men and old womceh fhall dwell in our ftreets,
every man with his ftaff in his hand for very
age ; when corn fhall make the young men cheer-
ful, and new wine the maids, and our citics
fhall te full of boys and girls, playing in our
fircets. But above all, when the uaboriginal na.
tions fhall bow the knee at the name of Je.
fus, and confefs him to be Lord, to the glory
of God the Father ; and pure and undefifed reh-
gion fhall prevail in the land, and there fhall
be one Lord, and his name one.
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