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AS thefe SERMONS have been favourably received, it
was the Author’s Intention to have publifhed a Seconp
VoLuME; but he has been prgvenlted by that conftant and
extreme Weaknefs of Sight, which has, for many Years,
obftrutted his Studies and fruftrated his Plans.—He till,
however, hopes, that he fhall be enabled, at a fugure Timq:,
to lay before the Publick fome additional Difcourfes.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

b

As thefe SERMONS have been favourably received, it
was the Author’s Intention to have publifhed a Seconp
VovruME; but he has been prevented by that conftant and
extreme Weaknefs of Sight, which has, for many Years,
obftructed his Studies and fruftrated his Plans.-=He fll,

however, hopes, that he fhall be enabled, at a future ‘Time,
o lay before the Publick fome additional Difcourfes.




ERRATA.

+——

Pace g, Lixe laft, read forzh.

14, 5y for in read 72

26, 21, for or the read or in tke,

&o, 8, for makind vead mankind.
1271, x7, after favour infert of.
268, . 9, after and infert z4e.

5 As the Anthor was at a diftance from the Prefs, there

may be fome orher trifling Errors, which it is hoped the Reader
will corredt.
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GOD IS A SPIRIT~=

AS the belief of a Gop is the firft principle
of all religion, it were furely needlefs to repeat
the unanfwerable arguments which have been
urged, by the philofophers and divines of every
age, 1n {upport of this leading truth: To thofe,
iideed, who declare themfelves atheifts, -fuch a
repetition would be neceffary; but we, who
have been affembled profefledly for the purpofe
~of celebrating divine worfhip, cannot want -
conviction of the exiftence of a Deity; fince,
be that cometh to God, muft believe that be is* ;

* Heb. x1. 6.

B2 he



2 - On the Nature of God. [SERi‘&.L
he that addrefles himfelf to the Supreme Being,

muft be convinced that fuch a Being exifts.-
Can there, reaily, be a creature fo grofsly in-
{enfible, as to live in a frate of perpetual de- ~

pendance, yet remain ignorant of the Power on
whom he depends? Is he warmed by the fun,

“and fed by the fruits of the earth, without per-

ceiving that creative hand from which the {fun
derived its luftre, and the earth its fertility ?

Is he deaf to the call of reafon, and the per-
{uafion of conicience? Is he blind to the num-
berlefs productions of nature, which proclaim
to every intelligent obferver, “ Thele are the
«« works of an invifible Gop?” Can he rife
his eyes to the {pacious firmament, and, while
he beholds the smson walking in brightuefs, and
the heavens glowing with innumerable ftars, can '
he forget the mighty architet, who divided the
light from the darknefs, and fireiched ont the
beavens as a curtamn é—Lift up your eyes on
bizh, and bebold who hath created thefe ibings.
Haze ye wot known 2 Have ye not-heard? Hath
it wot been told you from the begtuning? Have
ye uot underftood from 1be foundations of ithe
Leart * 2

* Haiah g1, 26, 21 | p

SINCE,



Serm. 1) On the Naiure of God. ¥

SincE, then, we can {carcely {uppole, that,
in an age which boafts its attainments in {cience,
a real atheift will be found, we muft rather
conclude, that they who difclaim their Maker,
are inftigated by a mofl prepofterous and unpar-
donable vanity, and think, by diffenting from re-
ceived opinions, to be efteemed fuperiorin know-
ledge and dilcernment to the reft of mankind.

7

Our prefent purpofe, however, is briefly to
inquire into the nature of that Being, of whofe
exiftence no doubt can be entertained by- any
ndividual of a religious alfembly,

Tars inquiry will be found’ +f no little im.-
portance, {ince our ideas of religion muft be
falfe and mean, or juft and exalted, in propor-
tion to our conceptions of that Divinity, who is
the fource, as well as the object, of all religion.
—If the root be unfound, how can the tree
flourifh ?—WIill not its leaves wither, its
branches decay, and produce no fruit at the
~expected feafon” to reward the toil of the
planter? But if the root be healthy, the tree
will be vigorous; the fun will not warm it
without effe®t, nor the dew of heaven water it
in vaip; at the appointed time it will put forth

B4 1ts



6 On the Natire of God. [Serm. 1,

its leaves and blofloms, and bend under the
weight of luxuriant abundance.

IT 1s, therefore, highly neceffary that we en~
deavour to fix in our minds juft and proper
fentiments of Gobp; fince it is certain, that if
we know Him not as he is, we cannot worthip
Him as we ought; if the notions we form of -
his effence and attributes are confined or abiurd,
the hom:«ige we pay Him will be unworthy of

the Divine Majefty; and that zeal, which fhould
guide us in the path of truth, will involve us
ftill further in the mazes of error.

Tsat part of man which 1s invifible and
immortal, 1s called the for! or fpiwit : Thole
beings who are fuperior to us, and who are
{uppofed to be the more immediate inftruments
1n performing the will of the Creator, are dif-
tinguithed by the {ame appellation;~—*“ He
maictn bis angels [fpirits.®’—and the Evagelift
atlures us, that Gop 75 ¢ Spirir.. While we are
confined to this globe, and our mental percep-
tions are Limited by the connection of the mind
with the bedy, we conceive but very faint and

¥ Pial.civ. 4. and Heb.i. 7,

indiftin&



Serm. I.] On the Nature of God. "

indiftin&t ideas of the unembodied {pirit: We
can difcover nothing with certainty of the im-
material inhabitants of happier regions; we
trace but imperfectly the faculties even of out
own fouls; and can we then hope to fathom
Him who fills all fpace? Who is effentially
prefent every where, yet vifible no where?

Whofe ways are not as our ways, and whofe
thonghts are not as our thoughts &

YeT, becaufe we can difcover litfle, thall we
difcover nothing ? Shall we fit down in criminal
ignorance, and make the weaknefs of human
underftanding an excufe for thameful and de-
ftructive indolence ¢ Shall we, like the Samari-
tans, worfhip we know not whom ?—Let us
rather call upon every power that is within us
to aflift our refearches, having this affurance to
ftimulate our diligence, e fhall find me, when
ye fearch for me with all your beari*.

Tur firft thing which occurs to us, in con-
fidering the nature of a fpirit, is, its oppofition
to corporeal {ubftance: The body is, of itfelf,
a dull, uninformed mafs, compofed of perifhable

Jer. xxix, 13.

matter,
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matter, fubject to perpetual changes, and to
{peedy diffolution : The {pirit is an aclive, pe-
netrating, and enlivening principle, which. be-
ing immaterial, can never decay, and which is
fubiet only to fuch changes, as arife from its
immediate connection with the body. QOur

earthly tabernacle, raifed from the duft, hath a
conftant tendency to every thing that 1s grofs
and fenfual; while the never-dying {pirit would
burft from 1ts confinement, elevated by gréater
attractions, and thirfting after fuperior pleafures;
but the paffions and prejudices acquired in its
mortal habitation, are as chains, which bind it
down to earth, and prevent 1t from reaching
thofe heights, to which its afpiring nature feems
capable of foaring.

Wt will not here join with thofe who lament
the faint degrees of knowledge and excellence,
which the foul, in its prefent fiate, can attain.
This perhaps were, in fome degree, to arraign
the wifdom and goodnefs of that Being, to
whom we are indebted for all our capacities and
advantages, for every thing that we know, for
every thing that we enjoy.—Men, indeed, by
dwelling on the 1mbecility of our intellect, may
find an ample theme for declamation; but

| while
5
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while they are exaggerating our weaknefs, and
expofing every latent fpot and blemiih of cor-
rupted man, they forget, or purpofely overlook,
the many and great attainments of the human
mind, even in its prefent limited and degenerate
ftate. What variety of knowledge is within
the reach of perfevering induftry! Hath not
man removed almoft every obftacle which lay
in the path of {cience? Hath he not rifen fu-
perior to numberlefs difficulties, and made {uch
dilcoveries as ftrike us with aftonifhment in the
review? Can he not trace caufes by their
effets, and demontftrate effelts from their caufes,
with the niceft precifion? Can he not examiine
the produétions of the earth which he inhabits,
explain their various properties,and convert them
all to his pleafure and convenience? But, not
contented with this narrow Ipherc of altion,
hath he not extended his views beyond this
globe, and afcertained the magnitude, diftances,
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies? It
were endlefs, and perhaps foreign to the prefent
purpofe, to enumerate what the mind of man is
capable of acquiring; and I have only thus
briefly touched upon the fubjed, that we may
form fome idea of the great powers of a sPIRIT,
even when clogged with mortality.

Yt

»
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70 On the Nature of Ged. [SerM, T,

- Yet how fuperior to us muft thofe angelic
Spints be, who furround the throne of Omipo-
tence, and are thought worthy to approach Hiw,
from whofe face the earth and the beavens fled-
away®*! They are not confined to a fingle
planet, beyond which they can only roam in
fancy, nor limited to a few fleeting years of
exiftence, the greater part of which muft be
employed in providing for the wants of the

body ; they are not chilled by defpondence,
fired by rage, or blinded by prejudice; all local

extenfion 1is theirs to explore, and an eternity
15 beiore them ; they have nio appetites that call
aloud for gratification, nor paffions that will
fcarcely be controlled.

But in what language can we clothe our
conceptions of the FATHER oF spiriTs? Irre-
fifuble in power, for He fpake, and it was donets
unbounded in wifdom, for He kwoweib all
tbings T infinite in goodnefs, for look bow high
1be beaven is in comparifon of the earth, fo great
15 bis mercy alfo towards them that fear bim § ;
unchangeable in his effence, for Gop is ibe fame

* Rev. xx, 11, § I John iii. 20.
1 Plal. xxxiii. g. i Plal. ciii, 2.

yeflerda Yy



Serm. L ] On the Nature of God. 11

yefterday, to-day, and jfor ever®; uninfluenced
by thofe motives which {way mankind, he makes
the unalterable obligations of juftice, mercy,
and truth, the only rule of his government; and
though he knows no law but his own ‘will, he
cannot, from the excellency of his nature, do
any thing cruel or unjuft.

Every one muft have obferved that, in the

holy {criptures, epithets are fometimes prefixed
to the name of Gop, and actions afcribed to

him, which, faith the objeltor, are utterly in~"
confiftent with a {piritual and unchangeable
Being ; {uch as, The Lord thy God is a jealous
God t.—It repented the Lord that he had made
man, and it grieved bim at bis beart §.—And the
Lord hardened Pharaok’s beart §—Awake, why
Sleepeft thou, Q Lord|.—Bow down thine ear to
me §.—with many other expreflions of the fame

kind. But can the OmniroTEnNT be jealous?
Can the immutable CrraTor repent, and feel

that {enfation of {forrow which his weak crea-

tures experience?! Will the ALL-MERCIFUL
harden the hearts of his people, and preclude

* Heb. xiii. 3 § Exod. xi. 0.
+ Exod. xx. g, | Pfal. xliv. 23.
} Gen, vi. 0. 1 Phal, xxxis 2.

them
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them from penitence? Hath the GrEaT Sprrir
affections, paffions, bodily organs ?—Grofs muft
be our ideas of our Maker, if we take thefe
paffages in a literal fenfe, and afcribe to the
Deity the feelings and imperfetions of man :
But, fince we can only delineate what we know,
and judge of thofe things which are s feen,
by thole things which are {een, fince none can
form any conception of what they have never
beheld, but, by comparing it with {omething
familiar to their obfervation, we are obliged,
when we fpeak of {uperior beings, to defcribe
their actions in the {ame words in which we
delcribe the actions of mortals; and, as #6 man
bath feen God at any time, nor been connelted
with any creature more exalted than himfelf,
his fancy clothes the Creator in a human form.
When we would reprefent the glory of his
habitation, our ideas are borrowed from terrei-
trial fplendor; we {uppofe him {eated on a
colden throne, while millions of vaflals pay
hemage to him, and every thing, to which
mankind have afxed the ideas of great and
magnificent, {urrounds him; yet this is but the
refemblance of an earthly monarch: Nor, when
our imagination paints him as the punifher of
the wicked, do we ceale to confider himas a

corporeal
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corporeal agent; for we image to ourfelves an
avenging Ruler, grafping his lightnings- and
rolling his thunder, directing the témpeft and
controlling the eleiments.—Bow by beavens, O
Lord, and come down; touch ithe mountains, and
they fball fmoke; caft forth lightning and fcatter
them ; fhoot out ihine arrows and deftroy them*.

Tuus the expreflions made ufe of by the
prophets, which afcribe bodily organs -and
human paffions to the Deity, were not felected
by choice, but adopted through neceflity. The

Jews, who.were a coarf=and unlertered people,
could not have underftood refined fpeculations

on the divine eflence ; and, indeed, when the
Almighty is reprefented as an agent, we muft
ufe nearly the fame terms to the moft cultivated ;
for human language can only defcribe human
altions ; the tongue of a finite and imperfect

creature, cannot defcribe an infinite and in-
vifible Gob. |

Bur our conceptions of Him, perhaps, wiil
rife much higher than our words can exprefsy
and nothing will fo enlarge the mind as frequent

Pfalm cxliv, 3, 6,

meditation
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meditationonthatgreatand oMNIPOTENT SPIRIT,
i1t whom we live, and move, and bave onr betng.
This cannot be confidered as a dull and taftelefs

duty, fit only for cloiftered priefts, or aged
devotees ; fince i& produces the higheft gratifi-
~cation which the foul is capable of receiving.
The nobleft pleafure we feel arifes from the
beauty, magnificence, or fublimity of the object
before us: Every thing that is beautiful, is
comprehended in the idea of the ALL-PERFECT;
every thing that is magnificent and {ublime
ruthes upon our minds when we reflect on Him

cwho maketh the clonds bis chariot, and walketh upon
1he wings of the wind.
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SERMON II.

FoRN 1V. 24.

GOD IS A SPIRIT; AND THEY WHO WORSHIP HIM,
MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.

IN the preceding difcourfe I confidered the
nature of a {pirit, and endeavoured to excite
fome faint ideas of the Arr-ruring Minp

which animates the univerfe. Gop is incor-
poreal and intellectual; not an object of the
fenfes, but of the under{’tanding. His power is
 unbounded, his wif{dom unfearchable, and his
mercy and truth are as lafting as eternity.—
How much might be urged on this great {ub-
je& | But I fhall content myfelf at prefent with -

- C what



13 On ke Wor/bip of God. [Serm. IL.

what hath Been already faid, and inquire into
the modes of worfhip that have prevailed in
different parts of the world.

i

“Trere 1s {carce a country, which perfevering
curiofity hath difcovered, whofe inhabitants are
- without any forms of religion. Man, in his
moft uncultivated flate, plainly percelves that
there 1s a fuperior intelligence, from whom the
- human race proceed, and on whom they de-
pend: This conviction, even in a favage, if it
does not produce gratitude, will certainly
awaken fear; if it does not move him to return
acknowledgments for bounties alread)} received,
will at leaft incite him, by {ubmiffion and en-
treaty, to deprecate the wrath of that Governor,
who hath power to punifh as'well as to reward.
Thus every people, however ignorant, will
adopt fome mode of addrefling the Creator,
conformable to the fiate of their minds, and
their ways of life: The rough barbarian, who

is perpetually mixing in bloody contefts, thinks
of no other deity but a God of Battles, and de-

corates the altar with the {poils of war, as the
means of obtaining protection in future com-
bats; while the mild and more civilized hul-
bandman looks up to a Power producing

plenty,
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plenty, and referves for the invifible Benefac-
tor the firft-fruits of his induftry, that the

carth may again bring forth in liberal abun..
dancé.

Tae religlous rites, practifed by the natives
of America when they were firft vifited by the
Spaniatds, were found to be abfurd and cruel :
Several tribes paid divine honours to noxious -
animals; many deified their depdrted heroes,
or their chiefs while they were yet alive; and
others, fomewhat more intelligent, attracted by
the great objects of nature, adored the {un, the
moon, and the ftars, from whofe genial warmth
and cheering light they derived fo many blef-
fings. DBut even the moﬁ polifhed community
of the weftern world, corifidered their gods as
delighting' in human blood: The wretched
captives taken in war were dragged into their
temples, and butchered in the edifices confe-
crated to piety; and, while the conquerors
ftood by exulting, the reeking hearts of the
vitims were prefented as an offering acceptable
to the Deity: Nor were the enemies they had
fubdued the only obje@s of this favage flaugh-
ter ; multitudes of their own people were yearly
devoted to death: Even the parent, forgetful

C 2 - of



23 On the Worlbip of God. [Serm, 1,

of every obligation, and infenfible to the ftrong-
eft ties of nature, deferted the deareft objedts

of his affection, and facrificed his children to a
{enfelefs 1dol. | -

BuT if we turn away with difguft and horror
from the American, who is naturally trained
to cruelty by incitement and example, or with
{corn and contempt from the unenlightened
Indian, who falls down before an heifer, or an

image the workmanihip of his own hands,
what fhall we {ay to the cultivared governments

of Greece and Rome, who, at a time when moft
of the arts were brought to the higheft degree
of perfection, had fuch falfe ideas of Gop, fuch
inconfiftent notions of religion, and fuch dif~
graceful forms of worlhip, as are not now to be
found, but among favages, totally uninformed
and barbarous? Their Deities were reprefented
as unjuft, revengeful, intemperate, and luftful ;
{ubject to all the paffions of men, and, in gene-
ral, more depraved than their corrupt worfhip-
pers. The adoration paid to gods like thefe
was worthy of their impure and fenfual cha-
racter; for we find that the ceremonies of the

heathens were ridiculous, obfcene, and abomi-
nable. |

It
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It may be faid, that the learned of -thofe
countries rejected the belief of {uch monftrous
divinities, whofe exiftence was only credited by
the unlettered vulgar, and that the philofophers
entertained juft and lofty ideas of the Supreme
Being: It is true that many wonderful teachers
arofe, even amidft' the darknefs of pagani{m,
who maintained the unity of the Godhead, en- .
forced the obligations of natural religion, and
laboured to regulate the lives of their difciples

by the rules of morality; but the bulk of the
people, little affected by fpeculative reafoning,
and wholly infenfible to the beauty of virtue,

continued the dupes of {uperftition and the
{laves of {enfuality.

Tnus we fee that mankind, whether in a
natural or in a civilized ftate, are never taught
by the mere force of reafon to worfhip Gop i

Jpirit and in truth: The Almighty, therefore,
vouchfafed to reveal himfelf to his creatures,

-and the Jews were felefted to receive the firft
declaration of his will. To them a law was
prefcribed, abounding in outward obfervances,
which were either typical of fomething tocome,

or neceffary to catch the attention of the mul-
’# titude, who, if their forms of devotion had
been more fimple, would foon have been en-

C3 tirely



2 On the Worfiip of Godo [Smpt. 1.
tirely carried away by the gaudy and pompous
idolatry of the nations that furrounded them.
In the Old Teftament we find many of the at-
tributes and perfeétions of the Jemovan, de=
{cribed with the energy and fublimity of divine
in{piration; and exhortations to virtue, and dif-
{uafions from vice, urged with all the force of
truth, and clothed. in the moft beautiful fim-
plicity of language: But the variety of ordi-
nances, though adapted with infinite wifdom
to the difpofition of the people at the time of
their eftablifhment, were not defigned to be
permaneni: The Ifraclites, corrupt in their
lives, perverted the true meaning of their ab-
lutions and ceremonies, and placed their whole
dependance upon external alls, notwithftanding
they were fo frequently told by their prophets,
that Gop required mercy rather than facrifice.
The Mofaic inftitution, therefore, was but the
introduction to a more. perfett revelation; and
when learning began to thine upon almoft all
the kingdoms of the earth, and the mind of
man was fufficiently prepared by {cience and
philofophy to entertain {o pure and unadorned
a difpenfation, the GospzL ftepped forth, in all
the beauty of holinefs, to captivate, convince,

and reform the world.

YT,
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Ysr, notwithftanding the peculiar excellence
of its laws, and the convincing evidence of its
- authority, Chriftianity met with powerful and
fteady oppofition.. The kings of the earth flood
up, and the rulers took counfel together, againft the
Lord, and againft bis anointed* The priefts and
governors of the Jewifh nation perfecuted the
difciples of Jefus from city to city; and the
lords and princes of the Gentiles delivered up
the preachers of righteoufnefs to imprifonment
and death. Blind guides appeared to miflead,
falfe prophets arofe to deceive, and many de-
parted from the faith, giving' beed to feducing
Spirits and dolirines of devils.t

THE impoftor Mahomet, as the beft means
of attainixig that eminence which his unbounded
ambition incited him to acquire, pretended to
a divine commiffion. As many paflages in his
Koran are borrowed from the Old and New

Teftament, we muft not wonder if his defcrip--
tions are fometimes {ublime, and his precepts

juft; but to thefe he hath joined many abfur-
dities, the fruitful offspring of his own fancy.
To his opponents he threatened inevitable de-

* Plalm ii. 2, |  +1Tim,iv.1.

Cs | ftruction,
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ftruction, to his followers he promifed uninter-
rupted enjoyment ; and artfully adapted his ac-
counts of Paradife to the fenfual appetites of

the Arabians. A {yftem of faith, thus calcu-
lated to aliure the herd of mankind, had the

additional power of the {word to enforce it; and
thofe who could not be won by the hopes of
plunder, nor atrracted by the expectation of his
imaginary heaven, were proceeded againft with
all the rigour of war, and were compelled, after
the {laughter of their friends and the devafiation
of their country, to acknowledge his authority,
and receive his doctrine.

BT {fome who were efteemed the moft ftre-
nuous advocates for the Gofpel impeded its
progrefs by their diffenfions and animofities.—
In the earlieft ages of Chriftianity, the gentle
precepts of the Saviour were forgotten or de-
{pifed by many of thofe who called themfelves
his fcllowers ; and the genuine worfhip of Gob, -
in {implicity and truth, in meeknefs and charity,
was Interrupted by furious difcord and fangui-
nary periecution. At length the Church of
Rome arrogated to herfelf a dominion over the
confciences of men, affumed a power civil as
well as ecclefiaftical, centrolled the councils of

princes,
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princes, and kept nations in awe by her daring
anathemas. Who would have imagined, that
a religion fo pure, fo mild, and fo humble as the
Chriftian, could have been peyverted to fo
grofs, fo arbitrary, and fo haughty a fuper--
ftition? But without entering at prefent into a
minute inveftigation of her opinions, ora need-
lefs refutation of her tenets, I fhall only mention
a few inftances, which will {ufficiently fhew,
that this Church does not worfhip Gop i fpirit
and in truih.

Sur hath burthened her votaries with a thou-
fand frivolous and ufelefs: injun&ions, which,
like the-traditions of the Pharifees, divert the
mind from ‘the more important duties of the-
moral law. She hath availed herfelf of every
method to dazzle the fenfes and miflead the
judgment: The magnificent decorations of her
temples, the glittering {plendor. of her altars;
the confecrated veflels, the fuming incenfe, fix
the attention and gain the hearts of the weak
and unthinking ; while the gaudy trappings of
the priefts, and their artful practice of repeating
the fervice in a language not underftood by the -
congregation, imprefs the bulk of the people
with 2 fubmiffive refpe and blind veneration

for
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for their minifters: which muft be confiderably
increafed by the power they have affumed of -
giving ablolution, and of granting indulgences.
How inconfiftent is all their pomp of de-
votion, with the plain and admirable inftructions
of Jesus to his difciples—hben ye pray, ufe not
‘vain repetitions, as the beathen do; for they think
they fball be beard for their much [peaking : But
enier into thy clofe, and, when thon baft fout thy
door, pray tothy Father which is in_fecret, and thy
Father, which feeth in fecret, fball veward thee
openly.* Can we then for a moment doubt,
that the filent addrefs of the foul to its Creator
1s 1nfinitely more acceptable to the Father of

Spirits, than all the pageantry of mafles and
procefions ?

Burt the great charge of idolatry, which has
been brought againft the Romanifts, they have
not, with all their fkill and {ubtlety, been able
torefute. 'We are forbidden to make the likenefs
of any thing in beaven above, or in the earth be~
neath, or 1he water under the earth, to bow down
1o 1f, andﬂwar/bp 7. 'They may in vain tell us,

* Matt. vi, 7.

that
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that when they fall down before an image, or a
picture, they do not adore that image, or that
. picture, but only the invifible perfon it repre-
{ents; fince the heathens of old, who were con-
fefledly idolaters, were not fo fenfelefs as to
confider their images of wood and ftone as real
gods; but they, equally with the catholics, ad-
dreffed themfelves to ftatues, as the figures or
{ymbols-of their deities.—Yet though it were
{o, that eftablifhment muft be idolatrous, which
allows for the object of adoration the foul of a
dead man becaufe it hath been canonized by a
pontiff, when 1t 1s exprefsly declared, by that
authority to which ‘we all appeal, Thou fhalt

worfbip the Lord thy God, and bim only fhalt thou
- Jerve*® -

- Tnuus we ate led to conclude, that the various
religions which have been embraced by man-
kind, were either wholly erroneous or fhame-
fully corrupted. Some nations, uninftructed
by the prophet or the fage, have been refigned.
to intelleCtual darknefs, while others have been
mifled by falfe guides, who perverted the truth,

and taught for doéZrines the commandments of mén.

* Matt. iv, 10,

We
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We are next to confider the faith which we
profefs, that we may be able to determine
whether thefe words of Chrift can be applied
to the Reformed Church, Zhe bour comeih, and
0w 15, when the true worfbippers fhall worfborp the
Fatber 1u [pirit and in truib, for the Faiber feeketh
Juch to worfbip bim.*

K Jobg iv. 23.

i
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|

GOD IS A SPIRIT 3 AND THEY WHO WORSHIP HIM,
MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.

|

Having already made fome few obfervations
on the nature of Gob as a Spirit, and given a
fhort account of the moft confiderable modes
of worfhip which have been practifed by man-
kind in different ages, we are now to review
our prefent fyftem of faith and practice.

In purfuing this fubjed, I fhall not enter into
a minute and frivolous detail of the varlous

{elts and perfuafions among us; ftill lefs am I

inclined
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inclined to weary you with a tedious and ufelefs
refutation of the errors, or an Indecent de-
rifion and coritempt of the opinions, of others; -
though there are fome {chifms which fhould be
oppofed by divines with all the force of argu-
ment and authority of fcripturé, becaufe the
tenets they hold are evidently defirutive of
virtue and morality, the great end and aim of -
true religion.

Tue Reformers, when they engaged in the
important and arduous defign of fhaking off
the chains with which the Romifh ufurpation
had fettered mankind, could not be expected
to overcome every prejudice that had lo long
mifled the world, and eftablifh at once a com-
plete and univerfal reformation. Man, by flow
and almoft imperceptible degrees, approaches
perfection, but never attains it. The muft
which bigotry, ignorance, or cunning had
{pread over the world, was too great to be {foon
diffipated, and permit the benignant light of the

Gofpel to thine forth in all its genuine and un-
fullied Iuftre.

TroucH much was done at firft, fomething

remained for fucceeding generations to Improve;
3 but
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but perhaps it may now be faid, that we have
acquired as juft and pure ideas of theology as
the blindnefs and infirmity of human nature are
capable of entertaining. Qur divines feem to
have abandoned the dry and unprofitable de-
bates of fchool-divinity, and, Inftead of per-
plexing themielves with arguments totally un-
intelligible to the bulk .of their 1mpatient
hearers, and difgufting and unedifying to the
few who might poffibly comprehend them; in-
{tead of thus wafting their time and talents,
they now call the attention of their congregation
to plain and neceflary articles of faith, and the
indifpenfable duties of practicable piety.

Tur Proteftant Church hath abolifhed the

pomp and idolatry of Romifh worfhip; the
hath ftri¢tly forbidden her votaries to bow be-
fore an image, or addrefs themfelves to a pa-
tron faint. She hath firipped the prieft of his
tinfel attire, and denied his power of abfolution -
and remiffion ; declaring that he cannot, by any
authority vefted in him as a minifter, free the
laity from the glilt of {in; but can only, as an
expounder of fcripture, explain the terms of
falvation, and repeat the affurances of the
Gofpel, that all who believe and obey fhall find

D mercy
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mercy and favour. Gop * pardoneth all thofe
that truly repent,” not thofe who are abfolved
by the breath of an ecclefiaftick ; He accepts
thofe who worlhip him 7 fpirit and in truth, not
thofe who make magnificent donations to ufelefs
monaiteries, or prelent {plendid offerings at
caudy fhrines; who oftentatioufly feed the floth
of the living, or vainly decorate the tombs of
the dead. Our clergy are taught to drop all
pretenfions to oppreflive authority, and, by gen-
tlenefs and patience, by exhortation and ex-
ample, to win the hearts of offenders; and, in-
ftead of thundering in the ears of the multitude
the denunciations of a pontiff, to thew them the
danger of incurring His difpleafure, who will
{catter the wicked as chaff before the wind.

Tue Church of England, though it hath been
accufed by fome {ectaries of retaining too much
of Romifh ceremony, hath not eftablithed thofe
rices which arm the prieft with any undue influ-
ence, or load the people with any burthenfome
fuperfiition : The forms which fhe hath adopted
are few, and their intent is obvious. She al-
fumes no pretenfions to infallibility, but openly
declares, thar, ¢ although the Church be a wit-
“ nefs and a keeper of holy writ, yet, as it ought

“ not



“not to decree any thing againft the fame,
““{o, befides the fame, ought it not to enforce
“ any thing to be believed for neceflity of fal-
“vation.”* ‘To the fcripture fhe apf)cals for
the truth of dll her aflertions, and bids us try
her tenets by that unerring rule.

As our Church hath expofed the abfurd and
dangerous errors of the papal See, {o hath {he
been careful not to obtrude upon mankind any
new and imperfect opinions of her own. She
hath endeavoured to promote that kind of wor-
fhip which is moft {uitable to the {piritual nature
of Gop: She teaches us to confefs.our fins and
unworthinefs; to implore forgivenefs ; to return
our acknowledgments for the mercies we have

received, and to entreat, with humility -and
{ubmiflion, the continuation of the favour and
protection of the ALMIGHTY.

Evex from this confined and curfory view
we may perceivé; that the Proteftant religion is
the only one now fubfifting, agreeable to reafon,
and conformable to the Gofpel: We have feen
the infufficiency of the light of nature, we have

* Article xx.

D2 ~ {een
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{een the corruptions which have difgraced reve-
lation ; then let us neither be moved by the
cavils of {cepticiim, nor the cafuiftry of popery;
but be equally on our guard, to refift the empty
ridicule of the one, and the {ubtle refinements
of the other; remembering, that however
{pecioufly they may firike our ears, they are but
as [ounding birafs or a tinkling cymbal.

WE come now to enquire, with what offerings

and with what difpofition each individual thould
approach his Creator, either when he unites

with his fellow-creatures in prayer and thank{-
giving in the temples confecrated to devotion,
or addrefles himfelf to Gop 1n {olitude and re-
tirement. |

It 1s obvious, that the homage which we
are required to pay, cannot be in the leaft
ferviceable to the great Author of our exiftence:

Gob, being; of himfelf, all-powerful, can re-
ceive no addition to his authority from the {ub-

miffion of thofe, whom he can at all times com-
pel to obedience; Gop, being, of himielf, all-
fufficient, can receive no augmentation of his
felicity from the affection of his creatures, nor

any increafe of honour and majefty from the
acclamations

3
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acclamations of the fons'of men : Nay,"to Him,
{o far above all creation, the fongs of angels and
celeftial fpirits can bring no addition of glory
or dominion. Then wherefore thould man, the
weakeft and meaneft of rational creatures, ap-
proach, with imperfect adoration, the throne
~of Omnipotence ? How can the praifes of man
be acceptable to that Power who' cannot be
dignified by the breath of immortals? to that
~ Power, who felt no acquifition of honour whex
the morning flars [ang together, and all the fons

of God fhouted for joy ¢

BuT though we can add nothing to perfection,
we may fhew ourlelves fenfible of his greatnefs,
and our dependance; we may fhew that bis grace
15 not given us in vain ; and, by refleCting on his
nature, and acknowledging his goodnefs, we
may improve our faculties, and acquire frefh
motives to obedience. Men are commanded to

pray without ceafing, not that the Creator may be
exalted by their prayers, but that the creature

may be made more perfect; not becaule
devotion is beneficial to Gob, but becaufe it

1s the fource of comfort and |happinefs to
man. |

D 3 Tue
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Tre fame reafon which prompts us to give
thanks to the all-ruling Providence for his
mercies paft, urges us to entreat his future
bounties ; for, though be knoweth what things we
heve need of before we afk bim¥ yet 1t 1s highly
requifite that we thould thus fhew our truft in,
and dependance upon (op, and learn, by con-
ftantly imploring every thing from Him alone,
to place lefs confidence in the world ; to wean
our minds from temporal delights and vicious
oratifications ; and to fix our affections on' thofe
{piritual advantages and unfading treafures,
- which become us to folicit, and which He hath
premifed to beftow.

Sixce then it is neceffary to draw nigh unto
Him, in what manner fhall we addrefs 7he high

aid lofty Oue, that inbabiteth elernity 2 Few have
doubted the expediency of {fome kind of wor-
fhip ; bur what diverfity of opinions hath been
formed refpecting the mode of approaching
Gop ?—/Vberewith fhall' I come before the Lord,
and buwe wyfelf before the bigh God 2 Shall I grve
my firfi-bsrn for my tranfgreffon, the fiuil of my
body for the fin of my foul ¢ ’r “Let the deities of

¢ Nlatt. vl 3, + Mic. vis 6, 7,

favages
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{avages be appeafed with flaughtér and devafta-
tion ; let their altars be ftained with the blood of .
human vi&ims; in their temples let parents
plunge the dagger into the breafts of their chil-
dren, and prefent the bleeding heart an offering
of horror !-=Our Gop hath declared, that the
carcafes of the people who bave burned their fons
and their-danghters in the five, fhall be meat for the
Jowls of beaven, and for the beafis of the earth.¥
Shall I offer the fruits of the field, or the un-
blemithed ficftlings of my flock ? 777/l the Lord
be pleafed with thoufands of rams, or with. ten
thoufands of rivers of 0il 24 Let the deities of
pagans' delight in the multitude of offerings,
and the fat of fed beafts; 1be facrifices of God
~are a broken [pivit s a broken aund contrite beart,
O God, thon wilt not defpsfe . Shall I mortity
my body with abftinence? thall 1 torture my
fleth with whips of iron ? fhall T clothe myfelf
in fackcloth, and bew down my bead las a bull-
yufb 2—Rend your bearis, and not your garments,.
and turn ye to the Lord your God . §

Wits humility and contrition, with meek-
" pefs’and charity, with veneration and {ubmif-

* Jer, vii, 31. 33. I i Plafm 1i. 17.
T Mic.vi, 7. § Joelii, 13,

D4 {ion,
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fion, with gratitude and hope, let us approach
our Gop, our Farner, and our REDEEMER.
Chriff, our paffover, is facrificed for us, therefore
let us keep the feaft; nof wito the old leaven, nor -
with the leaven of malice and wickednefs ; bul with
the unleavened bread of fincerity and truih ®  In
the filence of retirement let us lift up our {ouls
to Hix who liveth for ever; and forget not,
amidft all the avocations of the world, the glo-
rious Belng by whom we exift. In public, let
us join in praver and thanki{giving with one mind
ard with one fpivif, undifterbed by vain and
fenfual thoughts. Many there are, perhaps the
creater part of every congregation, who, though
they punctually affemble at the hours dedicated
to devotion, and regularly join in the fupplica-
tions of the church, yet too often fuffer their ar-
tention to be engroiled with trivial concerns,
and their minds to be occupied with the bufi-
nefs of life: Can worfhippers like thefe expect
to derive any advantage from their prefence in
the temple of the Holy One, and zhink that they
Sbell b2 beard for their mnuch [peaking? +  This
people dratweth nigh uufo me with their mouth, and
bongareih e with their lips, but their beart is
far from e .3

* 1 Corinth. v, 7, 8, } Matt.xv, 3.
.:- I\' att. ‘Fi. 7- ) .

YT
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Yz let not thofe too foon exult in their {fu-
periority, whofe minds, in fome refpect, accord
with their petitions, if they intrude themfelves
‘into the immediate prefence 'of the Searcher of
Hearts, while they are the children of dif-
obedience, and the flaves of guilt;—Though 1.
addrefs myfelf to Gop with all the fervour of
- devotion, yet am confcious of any unrepented
fin; though I implore his pardon with all hu-
“mility, yet refolve ftill to indulge myfelf in one
darling vice, how can I expet his forgivenefs

and acceptance, who hath required unlimited
obedience? Do I withhold my bread from the
hungry? Do 1 opprefs and tyrannize over my
dependants? Do I purfue my -adverfary with
Tancour, and fhut my ears to the voice of recon- -~
ciliation? Do I load my neighbour with calum-
ny, and repay my benefactor; with ingratitude ?
Do I proudly {purn the entreaty of the humble,
and turn, unfeeling, fromf the pleadings of dif-
" trefs? Then.vain are all my prayers. To what
purpafe is the multitude of your farrz}?ces 0 me ?
Saith the Loyd ; bring no more vain oblations; in-
cenfe is an abomination unio me; the calling of
affemblies I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even
the folemn meeting.  When ye [pread forth your
bands, [ will bide mine eyes ; when ye make many

prayers, -
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prayers, I will uot bear. Wafb you, make you
clean ; put atway the evil of your doings from before
mine €yes ; ceafe to do evil, learn 1o do well ; feek
Judgment, relicve tbe oppreffed, judge the fatherlefs,
plead for the widow . *

LET not, therefore, the obdurate or the af-
fuming imagine, that their addrefles are ac-

ceptable to the Deity, fince zbe face of the Lord
25 agatinfi them that do evil.

WHAT remains but that we firmly refolve
to break the bands of fin; to refift the grati-
fications of pleafure, and contemn the advan-
tages of the world ; to plant in our minds con-
tentment, refignation, humility, and chanty ;
and to truft in Jesus, who bath itold us all
things.

By the Prophets let all nations be admo-
nithed; by the "Apoftles let all nations be
taught; by the Sox of the Higurst let all
nations be faved. Ignorance no longer {preads
her cloud over the world; for the ftar hath ap-
peared in the eaft, and guided us to wildom

* Izizh 1, 11, &c.

and
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and holinefs. The hour 1s come, when ye fhall
netther in 1his mountain, nor yet at Ferufalem,
worfbip the Father. For he who delcended
from Heaven hath declared, that Gop 75 «
Spirit ; and they who worfbip Him muf ‘wm:/bzp
Him in_fpirit and in truth.
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SERMON 1V.

MezereHEW Vil. 23,

]

*NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH UNTO ME LORD, LORD, SHALL

ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN { BUT HE THAT
DOETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHICH 15 IN HEAVEN.,

W HEN the Divine Author of our religion
had entered upon the great work of preaching
falvation to the world, he felected the humble
and the upright, rather than the great or the
learned, to be the witnefles of his a&iohs_:the
hiftorians of his life, and the promulgators of
his doctrine. Afcending up into a mountain,
he gave them his firft inftru@ions and exhorta-
tions in the prefence of an immenfe multitude,
which, attracted by the fame of his miracles,
had already followed him from all parts of Judea.
| *' After

4



£3 On tke Neceffity of Good Works. [SERM?IV.

After extending the precepts of the law, and
delivering a moft admirable fyftem of morality,
he concluded with warning them not to be
bearers only, but dsers of the word; for not they -
who called upon his name were to be juftified,
but they who oblerved the will of his Al-,
mighty Father. "

Yer, thougsh our Lord himfelf hath here,
and in many other paffages of holy writ, ex-
prefsly declared the neceffity of obedience;
though his apoftles repeatedly aflure us; that to
hear and not perform is but to deceive our-
felves ;. and though reafon demonftrates the 1n-
confiftency of acknowledging the authority of
the law-giver, and refufing to obey the law; yet
fuch hath been the weaknefs and abfurdity of
man, asto expelt that juftification from parti-
“cular modes of faith, and external rites of de-
votion, which can only be obtained by the union
of piety and virtue,

Tnis blindnels of the underftanding hath
been the confequence of thofe paflions which
‘corrupt the heart: When no criminal defires
are indulged, truth is eafily perceived; but,
when vice hath tainted the foul, every object 1s

' {cen
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fcen with a diftempered eye; right and wsong,
sood and evil, truth and falfehood, are indii-
tinétly blended together, and each image is
prefented to the mind difcoloured and confufca.
While the judgment 1s thus perverted, we can-
not wonder. 1f the cleareft evidence be rejected,
the moflt friking conformity overlooked, and
new interpretations given to accord with-a de-
praved difpofition and enthufiaftic imagination.

Various have been the methods devifed by
mcﬁ to decetve themfelves, and wreft the {crip-
tures to their own deftruction. That great
article of our belief, the redemption of man-
kind, hath by fome been fatally mifunderftood
as tending to weaken the obligations of natural
religion. Nothing but the moft deplorable in-
fatuation could ever have induced men to pro-
pagate an opinion like this, that He, who knew
no {in, would contribute to eftablifh it; that
He, who abhorred all workers -of Iniquity,
would offer up himfelt a facrifice to divine
juftice, that his followers might violate the laws
of rightcoufnefs without fear of incurring the
penalty. This, indeed, is not afferted in direct
terms by the moft zcalous and bigotted de-

claimers ; but is furely maintained, in efedt,

E by

-



o On tlhe Neeslliy qf’ Good Horks. [SERM. IV,

by their prepofterous doltrines: for if we declar
that nothing elfe is required but a firm truft in
the merits of Chrift’s {ufferings, and a confi-
dent perfuaiion that He hath purchafed for us
eternal falvation; if we fay that our good works
e whotly ufelefs, do we not make Chrifi the minif-

. of Sz, and enaeavour to convert the glorious
Ga;pm of truth and holinefs into a covenant

eftablifning fuperfiition and iniquity? Who will
forego the gratifications of vice, when he ex-
pzits no aavantage from his forbearance? Who
will deal his bread to the hungry, comfort the
widow, and protet the orphan, when he is
affured that his good or evil deeds are equally
unﬁeo'arded by the Father of Heaven? Or who
i firive to afcend the rugged fteep of virtue,
when he may find a fhort and flowery path to
felicity 7 Who will labour to do the will of the

Lord, when he may be faved by calling upon
his name? |

W1 are as ready to acknowledge, as thofe who
affect {uch extraordinary humility, that we
cannot, on account of our good works, claint
any thing of the Almighty; we are unpro-
fizable {ervants: our beft refelutions are tran-

fient, our beft endeavours arc feeble, and in

every
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every action of our lives we muft rathet plead -
for pardon than demand reward. If He, who
obferves the fecret workings of the foul 1n its -
inmoft recefles, thould enter into judgment with
his creatures, and try them by the ftri& rules of

juftice, no man living can {tand before Him.
But there is mercy with Thee! Influenced by

that mercy, unmerited on our part, the Gop of
nature hath fent his Son into the world, that
thofe offences, from which we could not be

juftified by the law, might be atoned for by
the oblation on the crofs, and that the happi-

nefs which we could not claim as the recom-
pence of our good works, might be acquired
by belief in Fe/us, and fubjetion to his word.
But we contend, that men muft obey as well
as believe; that they muft live foberly and
righteoufly, as well as hope confidently; and
that to fuppofe they may continue in fin, becaufe

Corefi, our paffover, is facrificed for us, is a
monftrous perverfion of reafon and fcripture,
and one of the moft dangerous and fatal errors

that ignorance or craft hath fpread among
mankind.

Bur a willingnefs to attribute every thing to
faith alone, hath not been the only method

E2 - adopted
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adopted by man to {ubftitute a part for the
whole of religion.—Many, who think that fome-
thing further is neceflary to falvation, place
too great a dependance upon outward cere-
mony, and, with the precife Pharifee, are ftu-
dious to cleanfe the outfide of the veflel, while
the inner part remains foul and polluted. They
attend with folemn pun&uality to the forms of
devotion, and, while their hearts are chained to
the world, they cry, like the priefts of Baal,
from morning until noon, O bear us! They are
Jubjedt ta ovdinances after the commandments of
meis, and judse you in meals and drinks. Others
there are who appear, upon every occafion, - the
moft violent declaimers againit all that diffent
from them in rites and ceremonies, and are for-
ward to difplay the bittereft hatred to thofe
wihom Ignorance may have deceived, or pre-
judice mifled. Inftead of endeavouring to con-
vince their adverfaries, by rational argument
and engaging gentlenefs, they arm themielves
with furious zeal, and Ttand forth, as in battle
array, againft all oppofers.  But even {uppofing
their opinions to.be orthedox, do they expééht
to make converts by compulfion, or to advance
tha caule of trutn b}} turbulence and animofity ?
Will they not ‘fee that they are loading their

party
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party with difgrace, and drawing down reproach
upon Chriftianity in general >—Let all fuch
miftaken enthufialts caft their eyes upon ‘the’ -
meek and crucified Jefus, who, when be was

reviled, reviled not again ; who, when his facred
perfon was difhonoured, his high office con-
temned, and his divine religion ridiculed, be-

trayed no marks of anger or refentment, but
pitied the blindnefs and lamented the infatua-

tion of his enemies. Or, did the apoftles and
firft preachers of the Gofpel affault their op-
ponents with vehemence and hatred? Thetr ar-
mour was the breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, and
their weapon the voice of perfuafion. They
fhewed the firmnefs of their belief by the purity
of thelr lives, and the truth of their doltrines
by the force of their arguments. Attentive to
the duties of their miniftry, they journeyed from
city to city to inftruct and to reclaim ; but, af-
fuming no clamorous authority, they were genile
and patient unto all mern.

Txe bigot hath,‘the*refore, no warrant for his
intemperate ardour, in the life of Chrift, or
in the actions and fentiments of his apofiles.
The rage of hoftility, and the threats of perfe-
cution, favour more of that religion which was

E 3 propagated
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propagated by the fword, than of that faith
which wworketh by love.  Leave, then, {uch fenfe-
lefs, fuch unchriftian violence to the ignorant
and defigning ; to thofe who either have not_
fufficient underftanding to difcover that the
nobleft of all graces is charity, or who, to ac-
complifh their own crafty purpofes, pervert the
truth, and make a gain of their apparent god-
linefs. |

By men whofe faculties are enlarged, and
whole tempers are humane, the contrariety of-
{entiment and diverfity of forms will never be
obferved with an eye of malignity. They are
thankful for any fuperior advantages which they
may cnjoy, but they dare not deal condemna-
tion upon the uninftrudted. Not {wayed by
narrow prejudices, they regard the collective
body of Chriftians as brethren, and confider
them as equally under the guardian care of the
Almigchty. They inveltigate the various opi-
nions, and the different modes of worthip, and
uniformly adhere to thofe which appear, intheir
“eyes, to be juft and true: While théy believe,
that if auy man fin, be bath an advocate with the
Fatber, Jefus Chriff the righteous, they will not
prefume to limit his mediation ; they will not

ailert,

\
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aflert, that he 1s the propitiation only for thofe

- who fubferibe to fuch and fuch do&rines, for

they know that the Meiliah appeared upon
earth, 7bat ihe WORLD, through him, might be
" Javed. |

Trose who would bar the door of falvation
agalnft all but their own party, whatever they

may believe, and whatever they may pretend,
know neither Gop nor Jesus: they deny the

attributes of the Deity ; they are blind to the |

characer and declarations of the Saviour ; they
furnith the Infidel with his moft plaufible ob-
jections, and fight againft that caufe which they
mean to defend ; they wander in darknefs, while
they fancy themfelves in the light, and miftake
the inftigations of a {pirit of perfecution, for
the operations of the Spirit of Holinefs.

Tuus, i fpite of admonition and example,
have men been more inclined to {hew their zeal
by "their words than by their a&ions, to re-
proach rather than perfuade, and. to cry Lord,
Lord, rather than do the things which Chrift
hath commanded. The reafon is obvious; a
mere acquie{cence in articles of belief, or a fu-
rious oppofition to the tenets of others, is no fa-

IL 4 crifice

ol
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crifice of vice or pleafure; whereas he who re-
jolves to obev, muft fly from every vicious-in-
dulgence, and relinquith every enjoyment, how-
ever dear, which is forbidden by religion.
The covetous, whole delight is in heaping up
riches, will not eafily receive that law which en-
jomnshim 1o give 1o every one that afketh. 1f you
warn him fo reftore fourfold to thofe he hath
defrauded, to releafe the debtor, and clothe
the naked, will he not turn afide with incredu-
ity and difguft? But he will attend with wil-
lingnefs, 1f vou affure him that he fhall inherit
“ the kingdom cf heaven by only trufting in the
name of Jesus. The voluptuous and de-
bauched 15 1ll difpofecd to hear the monitor who
shorts him to deny all finful and worldly
affeCtions, and to live a pattern of temperance
and chaftity ; but he will eagerlf embrace the
doctrine which promifes falvation to an un-
fruitful faith. No wonder then if error {hould
be cheeriully entertained, and acquire an ex-
tenfive {way, iince 1t i1s powerfully affilted by
the depravities and vices of mankind : Reafen
is foon blinded by paffion; the mind readily
admits even the arguments of ablurdity, when
they releafe it from a reftraint which 1t is un-
willing to endure.

But
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BuT 1s 1t neceflary to repeat, that if we feek
1o be juflified by Chrift, while we onyfelves are
- found finners, we arc wholly ignorant of the

~gofpel covenant? Need we again be told, that "~

if we raife our hopes of acceptance on elxtcljnai
righteoufne{s and immoderate zeal, we are en-
deavouring to erect as weak and unftable an
edifice, as that which the foolith man built
upon the fand? Could men be perfuaded to -
confult their own underftandings, they would
find little difficulty in diftinguifhing’ between
the true Chriftian and the hypocritical pre-

tender. Our Saviour. hath given us an infallible
rule, 22 fball know them by their fruits. Search

narrowly into their lives;  afk them not what
they believe, an anlwer may always be prepared;
but fee what they praffsfe. In the uniform
tenor of a good life there can be no deceit; In
the fecret practice of fin, in the indﬁlgence of
avarice, intemperance, and hatred, there can-be
no religion. At the great day of account we
fhall not be judged by profe{ﬁons but by that
which we have done; we {hall not be acknow-
ledged as the difciples of the Just OneE, becaufe
we have prophefied and called aloud on the name
of the Redeemer; but becaufe we have purified

- ourfelves as he is pure, and overcome the world
as he overcame it.

THE
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Tre degenerate defcendants of the Patriarchs
pretended that they were the legitimate off-.

{pring of Abraham, and as fuch locked -with

full confidence upon themfelves, and with-

haughty contempt upon others;’ but CHRIsT
declared that they were not the lawful pofterity
of that faithful fervant of Gob, nor entitled to
his inheritance ; If ye were Abrabaw’s children,
{aid he, ve wonld do the works of Abrabam. So
may it now be replied to thofe, who boaft that
they are the followers of Jssvs becaufe they

have been partakers of his facraments, I
« yve were Chriftians, ye would do the works of

« Carist.”—He faid not, “Pay homage to

“ me, and be eternally happy;”’ but, If ye love
siee, keep my commandments: And- his apoftle

writes, Chiijt left us an example that we fhould fol-

loze Dis ficps.  What was the condudt of Him
whom we are required to refemble? He did no

wrong, he knew no guile; he healed the dii-
eafed, and inftructed the ignorant; he warned

the finner, and confirmed the good. Walk ye
in the fame path ; be fober, be vigilant ; protect
the weak, and fhame the viclous: And though
ye are not able, like your divine Mafter, to ex-
pel pain and ficknels by miracle, your benevo-
lence at leaft may adminifter relief, and lighten
the burden you cannot remove. |

THEN

e
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Tuex let{us, and'all who profefs the religion
- of Jesus, the preacher of righteouinefs, regard
attentively and weigh maturely what He hath
taught, and not rafhly fubfcribe to the opinions,
and implicitly adopt” the doctrines of men. It
will be vain for us to plead his merits, if we
do not conform our lives to his example; it
will be in vain for us to contend with enthufiafm
for his honour, if we do not fhew our zeal for
Gop by our obedience to his word. A con-
fident, prefumptuous belief will not avail; it 1s
‘imperfed, it is unacceptable without its effe(ts:
- For though I bave all faith, fo that I conld remove
mountains, and bave not charity, I am notbing.
If [ ftrive to defpoil the trec of its fruits; if I
endeavour to {eparate faith from good works,
which Gop hath united, though I thould fpeak
with the eloquence of the fage and the ardour

of the prophet, let me be accounted but the
flave of artifice or the prey of infanity.

LEeT no one, however, for a moment {ufpe(t,
by any thing which hath been advanced, that I
would arrogantly perfuade men to truft in their
own righteoufnefs, or prefumptuoufly aim to
deprade the merits of Chrift. From any mi-
nifter of the Gofpel, far be fuch unwarrantable

rafhnefs,
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rathnels, fuch grofs impiety. Fallen and cor-
rupted as we are, how can we dare to approach
the throne of perfection in the nakednefs of
fin? What milder fentence can we expe¢t than
exPUIﬁon from Paradife, and fhame, and for-
row, and death? When we hear the voice of
the Judge, thall we not hide ourfelves i zhe
thick davknefs 2 When we {ee his face, {hall we
not fay to the morntains and rocks, Fall on us, and
bide us from the face of bim that fitteth on the
ibrone, and firom the wrath of the Lamb?* But
blefled be the mosT MErciruL! who, 7hrough
the blood of the everlaffing covenant, hath cleanfed
us from our .offences, and clothed us with
glorious apparel; who hath thrown wide the
gates of a brighter Paradile, and giver us bold-
nefs 1o enler inio the bolicfl.

To the RepeeMer then let us turn, on the
MepraTor let us rely; yet fo do good and to com-
minicate forgei nof, for with fuch facrifices God is
well pleafed.  Submit to every commandment,
fly from every appearance of evil; and when-
ever temptation affaults, draw nigh to Him
whofe grace alone can fupport, and ke fhall

* Revel, vi. 16,

draw
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draw nigh to you, Be faithful and obedient
unto death, and in the laft day, when the glo-

rious Majefty of Heaven {hall be revealed, ye
~ fhall be called the fervants of Jesus, and re-
ceived into the regions of everlafting happinefs.
But unto thofe who refufe to regulate their lives
by the principles of Chriftian meeknefs, purity,
and charity, our Lard will reply, [ know not
whence ye are. Admittance to eternal glory

may be {ought, but, by the wicked, noadmit
tance will be found.



On Religious Education.




PrRovERBS xXii. 6.

TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO=-

EDUCATION 1s of fuch obvious and exten-
five importance, that it hath, at all times, en-
gaged the attention of thofe who have been
moft eminent for ability and virtue: Many
treatifes have been written to promote and im-

prove it, and various plans have been formed
to fmooth the road to {cience, and facilitate the

progrefs of youth. -All the effe@s that were
expeted have not, perhaps, been produced;-
but the labnurs of the intelligent, by rendering

LK i: .
this
F
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this an object of univerfal regard, have con-
tributed to the diffufion of that general know-
tedge, and thofe liberal modes of thinking,

which now diftinguith and adorn the majority
of mankind.

Yrr, while it hath been the ftudy of the
learned to diffeminate infprmation, and the carf;
of the benevolent to found {chools and {emina-
ries for intellectual attainments, it Is to be la-
mented, that the moft noble and moft neceffary
branch of wi{dom hath been much negleéted.
The fole occupation of fome thoufands is to
inftru¢t the young 1n languages, arts, and
{ciences, while a fill greater number are em-
ployed to polifh the exterior and regulate the
deportment: But religion is, too generally,
efteemed unfit to exercife the tender mind;
thofe laws which give underftanding to the
ﬁm;ple, have been reprefented as too {olemn and
fevere for childifh gaiety and innocence, or too
dark and myfterious for childifh apprehenfion.

Or, where this prejudice hath not been en- -
tertained, other concerns are accounted of
greater moment. The man of fuperior rank is

chiefly folicitous to qualify his offspring for pre-
emlnence
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eminence and dignity : Though, by their birth,

they are entitled to much, they are incited to
acquire more. They are led to the fountains of |
claffic knowledge, and conducted through the
gardens of eloquence: Their memories are
ftored with the tranfaGtions of former ages, and
their minds enriched with the laws ‘and policy
of nations ; while an artificial glofs is given to
their manners, that they may dazzle the fancy,
when they cannot convince thejudgment. In
all this the parent hath a view only to temporal
advantages, and thinks of nothing beyond his
great obje&, to {ee them fhine in the fenate, and
rife to the fummit of power. The middle
~ order of men, if they do not afpire {o high, at
leaft endeavour to place their children above
the ftation in which they were born, and lead
them to opulence if not to fame. The fon hath
thofe endowments improved,. which are ufually
efteemed moft ufeful in the purfuits of life, and
is furnifhed with that fpecies of intelligence
which may beft enable him to read mankind.
The daughter is early initiated in the arts of
difplaying every perfonal attraction, and adorned
with thofe accomplifhments that engage the eye
or captivate the ear; nor is any thing omitted
by the fond parent, which may render his
Fa children
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children’ confpicuous and fuccefsful in the
world.

BuT, without depreciating thofe talents or
graces by which eminence, wealth, or admi-
ration is acquired, we may furely pronounce that
we have fomething elfe to learn: For thougly it
were allowed that honour, riches, and applaufe
really produce that happinefs, which, in“truth,
they are never found to beftow, yet, fince the
time will come when all thefe things muft pafs
away, fince the inevitable hour 1s every moment
advancing, which muft bear all that live to the
habitation of filence and darknefs, fhould it not:
be our firft care, n the education of youth, to
remind them of the brevity of their exiftence,
and prepare them for the awiful change they
muft {foon experience? No motive can be ad-
duced to ftimulate the father himfelf to holinefs
of living, which does not, at the fame time,
forcicly impel him to frein up a child in ihe way
thai be foould go.  Is vice deteftable, and fhall
we not teach our children to abhor it? Is virtue
lovely, and fhall we not teach them to delight
mit? Is guilr the road to ruin, and fhall we not

xhort them to fly from it? Is religion the path

af peace, and fhall we not exclaim to the objects
of
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of our deareft affection, This is the way, walk
ye i it ¢ | |

A constanT regard to the morals of youth
1s a duty we owe to our fellow-creatures and to
our Creator, to fociety, and to Gob.. Society
is an union of many individuals in one common
intereft : Each individual, therefore, as a mem-
ber of the general body, is in all his actions to
confider the general welfare. Iif then 1 am
bound, by unalterable obligations, to avoid
thofe practices which are contrary to the com-
mon good, I am alfo obliged to reftrain thofe
who are committed to my truit and manage-
- ment, that they may not hereafter, through my
neglect, diflurb the publick tranquillity, The
oood are allowed to -be more ufeful members of
the community than the rich or the learned; and
it is greatly in the power of a parent to form
the infant mind to virtue, and render his off-
{pring either an honour or a difgrace, a blefling
or a curfe, to their country. Like as the ar-
rows in the band of the giant, even fo are the young
children.* They are as powerful inftruments,
when directed by the wife, as thefe weapons of
war in the poffeffion of the mighty.

¥ Pfalm cxxvii,

¥ 3 A FAR
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A FAR higher confideration, however, en-
forces this duty upon us, for it is required by
the great Authorof the univerle, Lo children,
the fruit of the womb, are an beritage and gift that
cometh from the Loyd ; and this, as well as all -
other bleffings, he will expect us to cultivate
and improve. Should any earthly father place
his child under the care and tuition of a mafter,
with a firi&t injunction to dire& the ftudies of
his pupil principally to that particular employ-
ment for which he was defigned; vyet, notwith-
ftanding this, were the tutor to negle® the
purpofe for which he was chiefly entertained, -
and only teach {uch frivolous accomplifhments
as could be of httle avail, would not the parent
have ample reafon to be exafperated, and would

he not, as far as his power extended, feverely
punifh the negligent infirutor? The Lorp or
Heavex formed his intelligent creatures that

they might know and {erve their Gop. I bave
created him for -my glory.* This was the firft
oreat end of their being, and to this all other
views fhould be fubfervient: To the parent the
guidance of youth 1is entrufted, to the parent
authority is delegated ; but he is only the pre-

* Ifaiah xliii, 7.

4 ceplor
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ceptor to explain the laws of their invifible
Father, and lead them to the First Causg
from whom they originate.

Every parent defigns to promote the happi-
nefs of his child; this is the point that termi-
nates all his views; for this he confumes his
days in toil, and waftes his nights in anxiety :
But for what does be labour? In our worldly af-
fairs, we are told, by the higheft authority, that
we difguiet ourfelves in vain, and experience
amply confirms the melancholy truth. We
labour for wealth like flaves in the mine, we
grow rich, but we are ftill reftlefs'and diflatii-
fied; we grafp after authority, and fall from
the dangerous pre-eminence; we look forward
to diftant peridds,_ and death cuts off all our

profpecs. But in the patient continnance in well-
doing, we find no uneafinefs or difappointment ;

in the exercife of faith and hope, we meet with
no airy exaltation and precipitate fall; in the
practice of charity, our good deeds are not loft
in the duft and burted in the grave, but the
bread which 1s caft upon the walers 1s found gfter
many days.* Have we not often affented to the

* Ecclef. xi. 1.

| Q) truth
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truth of this? Have we not often heard, have
we not often acknowledged, that to fear Gobp
and to keep his commandments is not only the
duty but the happinefs of man: Why then are
we full {o eager in the purfuit of a fhadow, and
negligent of the {ubftance ? Why do we fix the
attention of the rifing generation on that which
we know to be unprofitable and vain, and forget
to thew them the true riches? Without that .
centent which religion 1nfpires, abundance. is
taftele(s, and magnificence is oppreflive; in
vain we fix the objedts of our care on the pin-
nacle of human greatnefs, in vain may we
clothe them with the treafures of the eaft, 1n
vain may we crown them with the garland of
fame, if we neglect to fortify their minds with
thofe principles of holinefs, which alone can
give {olid enjoyment to the moft unbounded

power, the moft dazzling fplendour, and the
moft exalted reputation.

Ir, without the knowledge of Gop, they can-

not enjoy the good things of life, how fhall
they be able to endure the evil? The means we

take are often inadequate to the end ; and fhould
all our plans for their advancement be defeated
by unforefeen events, fhould misfortune haunt

4 their
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their. dwellings, and the hand of poverty weigh’
them down, how {feverely will they feel the:
want of a religious education! for. wretched in-
deed are the afflicted who cannot look. up to
heaven for confolation, and intolerable is the
burthen of calamity, when it is not {uftained By
confcious integrity and truft -in an all-ruling.
Providence. Had they been early thewn thofe
never-failing fources of comfort which Chrif-
tianity fupplies to all who are broken of heart,
they might have found reff unto their fouls ; had
they been early taught to contemn all pleafures
and advantages that came in competition with
their duty, they might have hoped for deliver-
ance from every enemy, and relied implicitly
upon the rock or aces. Righteoufnefs would
have clothed them with impenetrable mail;
Hope would have added ftrength to their arm,

and Faith have pointed to a great and glorious
prize.

Ir we fhould be induced to train up a child
to piety, as the means of obtaining happinefs in
this world, how much more forcibly are we
called upon to make this the chief object of our
attention, when we reflect that religion is the
only road to the happinefs of eternity., Canall-

the
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the enjoyments we are here labouring to pro-
cure for thofe we have nurtured, be oppofed to
that felicity which eye bath not feen, nor ear beard,
#nor the beart of man concerved ©

But our own intereft, the moft powerful
motive with mankind, prompts us to lead the
young 1nto the ways of wildom. Nothing is
more common than complaints of the decay of |
filial love, and of the little deference and refpeét
which 1s paid by children to the authors of their
being ; yet, although the moft cruel returns are
{ometimes made to parental tendernefs, perhaps
it will too often be found, that the dilobedience
of the child hath proceeded from. {ome neglect
or mifmanagement in the parent.—Youth is
naturally impatient of control, and hath need
of all the reftrictions of religion, as well as the
ties of natural affetion, to check that ardent
defire of felf-goverhment, which, if not dili-
gently watched, will foon grow too powerful to
be refifted. Nothing can fo effectually curb
this ardour as the love of Gop and reverence
for his laws: But where thefe are not cherifhed,
we fhall frequently obferve, that every principle
of union is {oon weakened, free indulgence given
to paffion, and profligacy eftablifhed upon the

| bafis
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bafis of infidelity. ‘That father who hath edux:
cated his' fon only for the: world, muft notbe
{urprifed if filial dilty 1s forgotten’ whenever it
comes in competition with worldly advantages;

nor can he rigidly condemn any deviations from:
virtue in him, whofe principles were not early.
ftrengthened by the precepts and promifes of
the Gofpel; who was never taught to put on the
helmet of falvation, and arm himfelf with the
fhield of faith, which can repel a/l the fiery darts
of the wicked. Can it be expected that he who

has never been admonifhed to venerate the great

Creator, will honour the name of father? Will -
he who hath never learned fubmiffion to the
command of the Almighty, bend to the will of
man? Or can he be fenfible of his obligations ta
the protector of his earthly years, in whofe heart”
no principles of gratitude have been inftilled

towards his all-bounteous Benefadtor and con-
{tant Preferver?

Now, therefore, while the yielding difpofition
is capable of receiving the impreflion, let us
inculcate the obligations of piety and morality,
and eradicate thofe propenfities to evil, which,
if fuffered to take deep root, will in time choke
up and deftroy all the noble and valuable pro-

ductions.
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ductions of the foul, and reduce the mind of
man to the fiate of an uncultivated defart.—
Dreary and melancholy is the profpe& of the

rude wildernefs and the fterile heath : but more
deplorable 1s the view of intellectual barrennefs.

Be it, then, our firft care to {ow that uncor-
rupted feed which will hereafter produce the
fruits of righteoufnefs, to the honour of Gop,
and to the benefit of man. The tranquillity of
the parent, and the welfare of the child, areat
ftake ; it is an obligation we owe to fociety, and |
a duty which is moft firitly enjoined by Hiwm,
who is the Lorp and FatHer of us all.
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SERMON VL. .
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FOR 1 KNOW HIM, THAT HE WILL COMMAND HIS CHILDREN,

AND H1S HOUSEHOLD AFTER HIM, AND THEY SHALL KEEP
THE WAY OF THE LORD, TO DO JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT,

W HEN the wickednefs of Sodom was fo n-
tolerable that zbe cry of if alcended to.the throne
of Jenovan, He condefcended, by the mouth
of his holy angel, to commune with Abraham,

and acquaint him with the deftruction which
awaited that abandoned city. Shall I bide from

- Abrabam that thing which I do, fecing. that. be

Jball furely become a great and mighty nation, and
that all the kingdoms of the earth fhall be bleffed

n bim.

THIs
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Tuis high diftinction the Patriarch did not
obtan on account of his own righteoufnefs
alone, but becaufe it was forefeen that he would
exhort his pofterity to walk in the {fame paths, -
Eor I know him, that be will command bis children,

~ and bis houfebold after bim, and they fhall keep the
way of the Lovd, to do juflice and judgment.

TaE motives which thould induce rn;.:kind to
train up their children in the ways of godlinefs,
have been already confidered, and are {urely
{fufhicient to enforce the difcharge of this im-
portant obligation. bBut all that hath been
urged on this fubject may, perhaps, be efteemed
{uperfluous; fince it may be faid, that none but
the profligate neglect to thew their offspring the
difference between virtue and vice; and that
no fociety of Chriftians can forget to inftru®,
in the principles of Chriftianity, thofe whom
they have baptized in the name of Carisr.
But though it be admitted that none but the
very worft of men think it wholly needlefs to
inculcate the laws of morality and religion, yet
we may appeal to every unprejudiced indivi-
dual, whether they are enforced with that earneft
affiduity, and fo deeply rooted in the tender
mind, as their importance demands ?~Are the

young
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young convinced, by the condudt, as well as by
the leffons of their inftructors, that to do juftice,
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Gop,
1s our greateft glory, our higheft felicity ? The
contrary is too vifible ; and he who aflerts. that
we are defective both in precept and example,
will not, by an obferver of the world, be cen-
fured as a wild and unreafonable declaimer..

Ir then it be allowed that- the cuyltivation of
early piety is not the great aim of modern edu-
cation, that it is, notwithftanding, a duty in-
cumbent upon all men, and produéive of the
higheft advantage, it remains to-be confidered
what is included in this obligation, and how
we can be faid, like faithful Abraham, fo com-
mand our children, and our boufebold after us, that

they floall keep the way of ihe Lord, to do juflice
and judgment. ,

‘WhHEN the infant is brought to the font, to
be made a foldier and fervant of Curist, they
who undertake to {fupply the office of a parent,
engage, 1n the moft folemn manner, that the
child, for whom they are: refponfible, fhall be-
lieve all the articles of the Chriftian faith, that
he fhall renounce all the works of the devil,

G ~ the
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the vain pomp and covetous defires of the world,
and the {inful lufts of the flefh, and fhall obe-
diently keep Gop’s holy will and command-
ments all the days of his hife.

Taest, like the promifes we make 1n our In-
tercourfe with the world, are foon forgotten;
or, perhaps, they were repeated without any
intention of performance. If this neglect be
culpable in the fponfor, it is much mote
blameable in the parent; fince one great pur-
pofe of appointing the former, was to provide
a fubftitute, that the virtuous education of the
child might not {uffer by the lofs or negligence
of the latter: Nor can 1t be doubted, that the
parent 1s at leaft equally bound with the {pon-
{or, to fee that the infant is taught, as foon as he
fhall be able to learn, what a folemn vow and

profeffion he hath made.

Nor 1s 1t long before the youthful compre-
henfion 1s capable of receiving the firft prin- -
ciples of religion. Refined Ipeculations on
the attributes of the Deity, myfterious articles
of faith, and the full extent of the bapti{mal
covenant, it were folly and madnefs to teach.
That preceptor who labours, when the mental

powers
5 .
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powers are JUﬂI expanding, to 1mprefs thetn with -
abftrufe.-and theoretical {cience, is like- one that
beateth the ézzr.ul But. the more obvious' truths
may very early be difplayed. In their hearts
that good tree may foon be engrafted, ‘that thall
rife like the grain of muftard feed in:the para=
ble, achich, when it is fown, groweth up and be-
cometl-greater than all berbs, and flooteth out great

branches, fo that tbe fawls of tbe air nay. Zodge
under its ﬁfmdow. B |

vy
| Y

“Merey and gentlenefs aré certainly effential
parts of our holy profeflion, and théfe amiable
qualities may be: planted even in the breafts of

infants ; yet how frequently- do we-Tee them
‘taught rather to encourage than to ftifle the
emotions of anger and revenge. Their paflions
are awakened, at every tnfling incident, by
thofe 'who {hould : be ‘moft fedulous to allay
them ; and they-are fometimes led to -be cruel
and. inhuman, long before they are capable of
perceiving how odious and deteftable are l:'Zl‘I.IEIty
and inhumanity.: Parents themfelves have fel-
dom~been fufficiently careful to expofe and
prohibit thofe” barbarous fports, which harden

"’* *-. Mark in 32-

| G2 the
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the heart, when it ought to be moft {ufceptible
of tendernefs, corrupt the temper, and contri-

bute to form the rugged and unfeeling man.

As the capacities of the young vary, it 1s
obvious that the inftructor muft proportion his
leflons to the underftanding of his pupil ; but
as foon as the impreffion can be made, let it be
the care of every parent to fix the moft ne-"
ceffary truth in the mind of his child, and to
exclaim, with the King of rael, And thou, So-
lomon, wmy fon, &now thon the Gob of thy father*
The exiftence of the Aimrcury is the firft
great article which we have promifed in bapti{fm
to believe, and on this all the reft depend. It

is the foundation of wifdom, of virtue, and of
religion.

Tue knowledge of Gob is to be acquired by
the contemplation of his works, and by the
{ftudy of his word. The world s a fair volume,

in which the power, wif{dom, and goodnefs of
the Creator are written in charaCters fo legible, .

that be who runs may read. "The young are na-
turally inquifitive ; each object that firikes their

* 1 Chron. xxviii, 9.

fenfes
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fenfes excites ‘curiofity ; they are eager to be

told how every thing which furrounds them was
formed, and to what purpofe it tends. Thefe
queftions will be anfwered, by an intelligent

monitor, in fuch a manner as may lead them
from effe&s to the caufe, and point out, to their
awakening faculties, the great AUTHOR OF THE
universe.  Thus will every production of na-
ture be an inftrument, in the hands of the

wife, to proclaim the Power in whom we
live, |

By his works Gop can, in fome meafure, be
difplayed even to the apprehenfion of the
youngeft, but he is more clearly revealed by
his written word. Could any fhadow of doubt.
remain after all the arguments of reafon, from
the prophets we have indifputable evidence of
the SupREME BrING 5 Thy throne is of old, 1hou
art from everlafiing. Were it polﬁble that this
beautiful and regular frame of things thould not
point out to us the invifible Archite®, by the
prophets we are exprefsly aflured, that God
created the beavens and the earth.t Could we en-
tertain any apprehenfions that we were leit with-

* Pfal, xcjii. 2. + Gen, 1 1,

G 3 out
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out 2 protelting providerice, by thé prophets
we are fully convinced that He 7s our Gob for
ever and ever; He will be onr guide even unt
death.* From thefe oracles the young may
likewife be taught the moral law. The Ifraelites
were required, by their great legiflator, to in-
firu& their defcendants in the words they had
heard, as well as to fix them 1in their own
hearts; Thou fbalt teach them difigently unto thy
childrei:, and fbalt tglk of them wizen thou fitteft i
thine bsufe, and ube;z thon walkeft by tbe way,.
and Twohen thon lieft down, and when thon rifeft up:y
Thus were the comunandments, which had
been engraved on tables of ftone, to-be the con-
{tant fubject of their thoughts, and the theme
of inftruction to their offspring; command-
ments which were te remain in force when the
Jewifh law fhould be abrogated, and for- ever
to be obeved by all nations who believed in the

Sovereicn Ruler of the univerfe, and hoped to
cbtain a bertter refurrection.

St. Paul declares of Timothy, bis ewn fou 12 .
the faith, wno was difiinguithed by {uch-ex.
emplary piety, that fivm a coild he had kuozen

* Pl ozlvii. 14 + Dent. vi. 7,

{0
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the Scriptures; and to this early acquaintance
with the Sacred Writings, the apoftle '_doubtlefs
attributes much of that integrity and zeal,
which fo eminently appeared in his young dif- -
ciple.” If fuch excellent effedts were produced
by a diligent and frequent perufal of the Old
Teftament, what may not be expeéted from an
early ftudy of the New, in which thofe duties,
enjoined by the prophets and teachers of the
Jews, are enforced with fuch fuperior weight
-and {uch additional authority ? He who ordereth
all things both in beaven and earth, more ef-
fetually appearing to the fight of men, through
e bepel, than when he walked before the
Iraelites in the pillar and the cloud ; and more
powerfully fpeaking by his Son, and delivering
his mandates by his holy apoftles, than when
Sinai fhook at the prefence of the Deity, and
Jenovan {pake by the mouth of ‘Mo{es, Iam
the Lord thy God. - e

LeT this day-fpring from onhigh dawn upon
the opening reafon: It will lead to virtue; it
will lead to Gob. Can any motive be con-
ceived to holinefs of life, which is not urged in
the Gofpel? It attrads hope, it awakens fear;

| '” G4 it
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T

1t invites, 1t entreats, 1t warns, 1t threatens.
The way of falvation it clearly demonftrates,
and offers, to repentance, pardon and peace:
It promifes the peculiar grace of the Almighty
to affift our feeble endeavours: It difplays the
moft glorious rewards, and exhibits the brighteft
example in the life of Him, who overcame the
world, and {in, and Satan.

Bur while the youthful ftudent is examining
thefe holy records, it fhould be our care to keep
from his view thefe plaufible objections to re-
velation, which have too great an influence
upon the inconfrderate.  The affectation of di-

plaving fuperior difcernment is always moft
vifible in thofe who are but juft entering into
the path of knowledge ; and many a young man
hath alffumed infidelity, weakly fuppofing that
he fhall fhew the acutenefs of his judgment, by
{fceming to defpife received opinions. Nor is
tois the onlv mnducement. At a time when
the paffions begin to exert their force, and the
heart bounds at the expectation of pleafure,
tnat moderation, which the &oipel Inculcates,
1s confidered as a grievous reftraint, and the
faw of holinefs as an intolerable burden. He

who
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who is become a flave to his appetites, cannot
but fecretly wifh that the opinions of fcepticifm
may be well founded, which will free him
from what he calls the oppreflive yoke of re- -
ligion. 'Then {uffer not the delufions of unbe- .
lievers to approach the young. Not that Chrif~
tianity, in its true and native purity, fhuns the
light, and retires for fecurity into the mifts of
ignorance; we truft that the more it is ex
amined, the more confident ye will be that 1t is
the power of Gon, and the wifdom of Gon: But
let not the mind be early prejudiced againtt it,
before the underftanding hath attained fufficient
firength to weigh the whole of its evidence
with: candour and impartiality.—When the fa-
culties are in their full vigour, and the heart is
unbiafled by vicious affections, let every man
try and fcrutinize into the important quefiion,

which fo nearly concerns us all, and be

fhall know of the dolirine, whether it be of 3
Gop.* .

Yt the parent thould not be fatisfied with
exhorting his children to fearch the Scriptures:
Ta his care that they are inftructed in the will

* Iuh#n vii, 17,

of .
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of Heaven, let him add a- moft watchful at-
téntion to guard them from the temptations of
the world. Evil example 1s too prevalent.
The thirft of pleafure feems now to prevail
univerfally. The majority of the aged have
almoft forgotten their pecubiar propenfity to
gather togetber, and join with the young in /caz-
tering abroad. 'The gratification of the fenfes -
is early fought; the vanities and follies of dii-
fipation muft be conftantly fed; and the wealth,
fo ardently loved, feems defired for little elfe
but to nourith our vices, and to deftroy our
principles. From fuch corrupt communica-
tions be careful to preférve thofe who are
commiited to your management. Fix a vigi-
lant eye upon their amufements and connec-
tions ; arm them againit the {eductions of the
wicked, and keep them from that fiaté of idle-
nefs, which is the root of vice.

BuT it is not here to be underftood, that no
other book than the Bible is to be ftudied, and
no other intercourfe admitted, between father
and fon, than ferious exhortation. We only
argue that reiigion fhould be the firft and
greateflt branch of education. It were amply

fufficient
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fufficient could every parent, be perfuidéd to be
as anxious for the eternal, as he’ commonly is
for the temporal welfare of his child.

Sucu is the faint fketch of parental duty.
But vain are all our admonitions and inftruc-
tions, if our conduct does not corfefpond with
our precepts. What will 1t avall to command
our children to kecp the way of the Lord, if
we walk not in it ourfelves 2 ‘What will it profit

to teach them juftice and judgment, while we
opprefs the weak, and defraud the credulous 2

Or how can we- perfuade the rifing generatlon
to fet their affections on things above, while

they fee that our thoughts are wholly engfofied
by the world ?

Ir then the aged expedt to be regarded, let
them ftand forth illuftrious patterns of holinefs;
Jet them fhew that.they have crucified the flefh,
with the affections and lufts, and that-they feek,
above all things, ‘the kingdom of Gop and.his
righteoufnefs. . Then may they with effectual
authority exhort thesr houfebold after them, and
prefcribe the laws of the Lorp, that the genera-
fwon to come may. know them, even ihe children

which
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which fball be bori ; who (ball arife and declare
them 1o their children*

Or him who thus inftruts by precept and
example, the blefling of Heaven fhall doubtlefs
be the joyful recompence. He fhall feel its
enlivening influence defcending on his head,
like the dew upon the mountains of Zion. His -
labours {hall be profperous; his end fhall -be
peace. Can any thing be more cheering to the
heart of man, than the fight of an innocent
race, like the olive-Granches vound about his iable ¢
While he beholds them increafing in wildom
and in ftature, what can afford fuch true de-
light as the reflection, that, through his care
and vigilance, they are rendered kind, obe-
dient, and virtuous? As they advance in years,
he finds them in all his Iabours his beft
affiftant, and in all his troubles his beft {up-
port. When the infirmities of age affail him,
thofe whom he hath nurtured contend with filial
tendernefs to amufe and footh him. In the

concluding {cene of life, he hath the comfort
to obferve them ufeful to the world, and af-

* Phal, Lxxviii, 6.

feCtionate
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feCtionate to each other, His laft moments
are {fweetened by the affurance, that they will
be tranquil here and happy hereafter ; and, con
{cious of having difcharged the duty of a pa-'
rent, he anticipates the glory that awaits him
in that region, where, with thofe that turn

many to righteoufnefs, he fball foine as the flars

far ever. o
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| SERMON VII.

Psarm xxxix. 5.0

BEHOLD, THOU HAST MADE MY DAYS AS AN HAND-BREADTH,

!
AND MINE AGE IS'AS NOTHING BEFORE THEE; VERILY

EVERY MAN, AT HIS BEST STATE, IS ALTOGETHER
VANITY.

THE thortnefs of life is become fo trite and
- proverbial an obfervation, that it 1s repeated

with levity, and heard with indifference. The
moft ferious truths make little impreffion; -

the moft folemn warnings are little regarded.
We behold the grave perpetually opening to
receive thofe with whom we have been conver-

{ant; but, unlefs fome peculiar conneéion is

H diffolved,
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diffolved, we behold mortality without emotion.
The foldier in the heat of the battle, though
his courage is aided by the hurry and buftle of
the action, can fcarcely view his comradefall-
ing at his fide without vifible terror, and though
he 1s confcious that the leaft mark of cowardice
will blaft his fame for ever, he cannot forbear to
fhudder at the thought, that, perhaps, the next
moment may terminatehis exiftence. Yet in’
the great field of the world, the Chriftian
foldier fees his companions fall on his right
hand and on his left, with little refleCtion upon
his own danger, till he feels the blow that levels
him with the duft. |

..r"j

Ix this beautiful and fublime plalm, the
pious author reviews the fhortnefs and vanity of
life ; and, while he meditates on the inftability
of human affairs, his heart kindles within him,
and, in all the warmth of devotion, he addrefles
himfelf, in this forcible apoftrophe, to the Au-
thor of his being: Lord, make me 1o know intue
citdy and the meafure of my days what it 15 ; that 1
tnav Fuows bow firail I am! which immediately
introduces’ the exclamation that hath been
chofen for the prefent {ubject of our thoughts;
Bebold thon bhaft made my days as an band-breadth,
and
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and mine age «is as nothing before thee 'veriz}r
every man, at bis beft [late, is allogether vanity !
/ He entreats his Creator to make him thoroughly 4.

\' fenfible of the end which muft happen indi_fcri-

minately to every one, and prays that he may
conftantly remember the frailty of his nature
fince the time he had to prepare for eternity
was fo fhort, and fince man, in his moft prof-
perous condition, was altogether vaniry.

..«

rs

e

First, to fupport the affertion that our days
are as an band-breadth, or, as the older trani-

lation hath exprefled it, as a fpan long, no ar-
guments can furely be neceffary : This truth is
frequently the fubje&t of difcourfe, and fre-
quently evident to our fenfes; and no one was
ever yet {o abfurd as to deny that the grave is
the common receptacle of the human race, and
that one event happeneth unto all—to the righteous
‘and 1o the wicked. . Nor was fentence of death
pronounced upon man alone; all creatures that
move upon the earth, that divide the waters, or
cleave the air, muft experience the fame fate ;
/ for that which befalleth the Jons of man befalleth
v beafts ; as the one dieth, fo dieth the other; yed,
 they have all one Ereath, fo that a man bath no
pre-eminence above a beaft. Al go unto ane place,
H 2 all
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all are of the dufl, and all turn to duft again*—

The fame propenfity to decay and corruption.
pervades the works of nature and the labours of

art: all that hath been formed from the be-
ginning of time, and all that the contrivance of
man hath been able to produce. The vegetable

world hath its infancy, its maturity, its decline,

and death. The flower arifes, blooms for a

feafon, fades away, and perithes. The tender
fapling thoots forth, and, by degrees, covereth
the hills with its fhadow; but the next gene-
_ration {ees 1t withered and hewn to the ground;
The moft curious piece of mechani{fm which
.. the fkilfulleft artift can frame, as {oon as it is
brought to perfection, begins to wear itfelf away
by its own motion. Thus doth every obje&,
around the contemplative man, remind him of

that dificlution which is common to every thing
under the fun. |

f
I

—

WHEN we look back upon the time that is
paft, how fhort does it appear! The trani-
actions of years feem like a fucceflion of vifions,
and equaily trifiing and vain with thofe thoughts
that agitate the mind when memory and reafon

iy

+ Ecclel, i, 19, 20.

& : | fle £Ps



SerM. VIL]  On the Shorinefs and Vanity of Life. 101

fleep, and fancy prefents an aflemblage of wild
and confufed ideas. If we meafure that which
is to come by that which is paft (and nothing
can be more reafonable than fuch an eftimate),
we {hall perceive that life, at its moft e'{te,nded
period, is but as a point. Man comes lnto the
bufy world, mixes awhile in its cares, occu-
pations, and fatigues, and paffes through it as
the cloud that flies over the meadow, and leaves
no track .to mark 1ts (;ourfé. The fun arifeth,
and the fun goeth down, and bafleneth 1o 1he place
whence be arofe :* So man enters upon his ter-
reftrial pilgrimage, purfues his journey, and
haftes to the abode from whence he came.—
Unto the place from whence the vivers come, thither
they return again: So man glides. imperceptibly
away ; to the earth from whence he was formed
“thither he returns. [ The wave that now appears,
is urged on by the waves that follow, and
makes no 1mpreflion upon the fand ro difcover
where it flowed: So, after a fhort time, there is
no remembrance of one man more than of ano-
ther, for that which ;za*w s, in.the days fo come
Jball all be forgotten. Aund bow dieth the wife
sman ¢ As the fool.t This, perhaps, of all others,

¥ Ecclef, i, 5. 4 Ecelef. ii, 16,

H 3 18
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is the moft mortifying reflection to the wife
men of this world, that all their boafted and
envied -knowledge cannot exempt them from
the fame f1ze which attends the meaneft of their
fpecies, the moft groveling of the brute cre-
ation, and the obfcureft weed that creeps along
the ground. Let the philofopher confume his |
days and nights in mental labour, improve
every faculty with which he hath been endowed, |
and penetrate into the deep recefles of learni;xg ;
let {cience pour her treafures into his lap, and
fame declare his pre-eminence from nation to
nation; yet the hour approaches when be fball
turn again Iy bis earth, and then all bis thoughts
perifh.  ‘The eye which explored the volumes of
antiquity, and traced the various productions of
the globe, fhall be clofed in darknefs; and the
voice which wifdom infpired, fhall be heard no
more, ;

To us, lifeis a /pan; but to the ETERNAL,
it is as nothing : Mine age 1s as nothing before thee.
‘Human underftanding cannot conceive how n-
confiderable muft be the portion of human life
to Hixt who liveth for ever and ever; to Him,

why before the mountains were orought forth, or
ever the earth and the world werve made, was Gob,

Jfrom
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Sfiom everlafiing, and world without end* Thou-
fands and ten thoufands of years, in his fight,
are but as yeflerday in the fight of man. Ages
pafs away 45 @ watch in the night. Beautiful as
this allufion of the pfalmift’s is, it can fcarcely
afford an idea {ufficiently diftinct and forcible
of the velocity of time before the eye of OMNI-
poTENCE. The period of our exiftence is lefs

than any comparifon can exprefs—it 75 4s no-
thing.

Tue chief care of a wife man is to provide
for thofe events that are forefeen. Death is an
event which all can forefee; };et, for that, how
few are ftudious to provide! Have we not often
wifhed to difcover what fhall happen hereafter,
that we might arm againft impending danger ?
Without lifting up the veil which hides the
future, we are convinced that death muft in-
fallibly overtake us; yet for that threatening
enemy how few are fedulous to arm! We are
ngr;;lig-_.;f:nt-JI but not through ignorance; we are
{apine, but not through exemption from peril. -
The particular moment when the foul thall be

feparated from the body is indeed unknown;

* Plalm xc. 2.

' H 4 ~ bue
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but we are certain that our time 1s thort. Man
is a plant that flourifhes but a day : fu the morn-
ing be is green, and groweth up ; but in the eves-
ing 15 cuf down, dried, and: withered. ~ Nor can
our careleflnefs proceed from an idea that' our
departure to another world 1s not an object of
{ufficient importance. What reward would be
efteemed too great for him who fhould inform
us of an approaching incident, by the know- -
ledoe of which we might acquire the wealth of
the Indies and the empire of nations ? Or what
{hiould we think that feer deferved, who, by dif-
playing the page of futurity, might teach us to
efcape perpetual mifery? Yet is not the end
with which we are already acquainted, the end
for which we neglect to provide, of more con-

equence than the acquifition of filver and gold,
of power and dominion, the treafures of king-
doms, cr the government of worlds? Is notthe -
certainty that we are to die, of which we want
no information, infinitely more important to
us, than the forefight of any accident, that
might involve us in poverty, difeafe, and an-
cuifh? By duly confidering this momentous
truth, that the long night cometh, can we not
ftimulate our fluggifh virtue, confirm our weak
refolutions, and {ecure fuch riches and dominion

s



Serm. VIL]  On the Sbartrzgﬁ and Vanity of Life. 1035

as will continue when all the peopled planets
are confumed? By this awful refleCtion, that
death is the gate to eternal happinefs or miféry,

can we not learn fo 7o apply our bearts unto wif-

dom, that we may efcape the worm which never
dies !

- Wirn flow, perhaps, but with fteady pace,
the univerfal deftroyer approaches; yet {ome-

times he fuddenly appears, and fteals upon us,
like a thief in the night, when we are flumbering

‘and defencelefs. Will not this induce us to
have always our loins givded and our lamps burn-
ing 2 Shall we not perform immediately all that
remains undone ?—Maxn goeth forth unto bis work
" and to bis labour until the evening ; but if he neg-
lecs his work and his labour during the light
of day, the darknefs clofes upon him, and his

tafk cannot be completed. Qﬂ day is the ut-

moft [pace of time allowed him; but many are
called away by the Lord of the vineyard, as foon
as the fun 1s rilen; many are called away ere -
noon; and few remain in the field when the
fun goes down.—Does the prudent man forget

that the opportunity of advancing himfelf in the
world will {foon be loft? Does he behold wealth
and diftin¢tion in his reach, and neglett to

grafp them? Does he pafs by the good.things
of
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of this life, and exclaim, ¢ To-morrow will be
« time enough to be rich; the next year will be
“ time enouch -to be great?” No:—In the
dawn of his exiftence he engages in the pur-
fuit of intereft or pleafure; with unremitting
eagernefs he continues to chace through all the
ftages of his being, and {carcely refigns 1t even
when his powers are fpent and his ftrength
faileth.—A diftant period is #o¢ {oon enough to
think of treafures that perifh with the ufing, or
of honours that fade while they are planting;
but a diftant period is {foon enough to think of
treafures that never wafte, and of honours that
never decay ! ;}

rd
-~

Turs ftrange infatuation of preferring the
prefent to the future, of oroviding for an hour
and negleting eternity, leads the contemplative
mind to conclude, as did the king of Ifrael,
that every an walketh in a vain Jhew, and is al-
togetherr vanity; vanity from the frailty of his
nature, vanity from the folly of his purfuits:
He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who fhall
gather them.

Tue heaping up of riches hath always ap-
peared to the truly wife, as a moft diftinguihing
inftance of human weaknefs. How incon-

4 . fiftent,
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fiftent, that a being, capable of reflection, fen-
fible how fhort a time he can remain upon this
globe, and beholding how-infufhcient is wealth
to the happinefs of others, how unaccountably
inconfiftent, that a creature, thus taught by
reafon and experience; fhould confume the
greater part of life to procure what will make
itfelf wings and flee away; or, if it remains,
will remain only to harrafs and diftra® him!
- The fleep of the labouring man is fweet, but the
“abundance of the rich will not fuffer bim to fleep.

This was the cafe in the days of Solomon; this
hath been the cafe fince treafure was firft dug
out of the bowels of the earth; or rather, fince-
one man became diftinguifhed above another, |
by the number of his flocks, and the extent of
his. poffeflions: With us it 1s ftill the fame at
this day, and will continue to be fo, till the
world and all its {plendour fhall be turned into
duft. Qndeed it {eems to be defigned, by that
. over-ruling Providence, which eftablifhed every
effect, that the vice of avarice, like all other
vices, thould be its own punithment, andthat
he who had been 1injuring and opprefling
others, through avidity to accumulate gold,
fhould, after the toil and anxiety of acquifition,

be conflantly tormented with the fear of depri-
vation.

5!

Bur
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BuT it is not the covetous only who are here -
faid to heap up riches ; almoft every man, at
{ome period or other of his life, endeavours to
obtain more than is neceflary for fupport and
convenience, and looks forward to fome time
when he may reft ifrom every toil; without
conﬁdering that fuch a fiate 1s incompatible
with the nature of man, who was born to labour,
and who cannot be fatisfied without labeur.. )

!
/

"4

WaAT then will wealth avail? Can it afford
that happinefs to thofe which we leave behind,
which it could not give to us?—It may lead
our children to vice, but feldom will 1t make
them wifer or better. We can heap up riches,
but we know not whs fball gather them. ‘They
may increale avarice, they may promote {enfu-
ality ; they may fill the coffers of a mifer, or be
{cattered among the foolifh and the profligate,

AxotHER lively inftance of the vanity of life
13, that man 1s difquieied 77 vasn.  Let any one
remark the thoughts that arife 1n his mind in
the courfe of a fingle day, and he will find-that
the greater part are dictated by fome bufy foli-

citude for the future ; and let him further re-
member what was the aplﬂreh&nﬁon which

cauied that folicitude, and he will generally
find,
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find, from the event, that he was anxious 7z
vain. The evils that await us we can feldom
forefee, and what we forefee we can feldom
prevent; yet we are {carcely ever fatisfied with
the prefent {cene, but 1dly and foolifhly are for
prying into diftant profpects, which the ALL-
wist CrReaTorR hath gracioufly hid from our

fight.,

THus doth every man walk in a vain thew.
The richeft among us, harrafling himfelf with
the cares of abundance, the moft powerful, dif-
trated with the toil of dominion, the wifeft
difquieted in vain, and every man fhewing
himfelf to be, 7 bis beft flate, altogether vanity.

Frowm this conviction then, let us turn our

‘eyes to another exiftence, in every point the op-
' pofite of this; where we fhall neither be di-
trefled by apprehenfion of the future, labouring
for perifhable drofs, nor liable to that ftroke
which cuts off all our enjoyments. The vanity -

of life thould lead us to refleét upon death, -anq

the thought of death fhould incite us to prepare
for eternity, |

Tux
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Tus inferences which refult- from thefe re-
- fle@ions -on the thortnefs of our terreftrial pil-
grimage, are immediately obvious ; and all that
can be urged on a fubjelt like this, hath been-
{o frequently adduced, that 1t may appear
wholly needlefs to lay before you {uch trite and
-familiar obfervations. But we perpetually for-
get the truths we know; we have conftant oc-
cafion for the repetition of the very fame re-
monftrance. Even in the hour of fobriety and
leifure, we are defirous to banifh from our
minds all {feribus and melancholy 1deas. The
view of diffolution is thunned even in the deep-
eft folitude ; much lefs will we permit the awful
profpect to intrude itfelf upon us, when we are
occupied with the toils of bufinefs, or allured
by the blandifhments of pleafure. That infti-
rution, therefore, cannot be too highly ap-
plauded, or too thankfully acknowledged, which
appoints one day, in every feven, for pious
meditation and religious worfhip. The Sab-
bath releales us from all worldly avocations,
‘awakes our torpid attention to the concerns of
eternity, and affords us the means of '_fecuripg
our hearts againft every temptation that {ur-
rounds us. In the temple facred to His name,

wE
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we may undifturbed addrefs the Kine 1m-
MORTAL AND INVISIBLE, wWho will bear from
beaven, bis dwelling-place, and when be beareth,
will’ forgive: We may liften to the gofpel of
light and life, and learn, while we hehold our-
felves encompaffed by the monuments of the
dead, to prepare for the manfion appointed for
all the living.

For man knowelth not’ bis times as the fifb that
“are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are

caught in the fnare, fo are ihe fons of men fnared
in an evil time, when it jfalleth fuddenly upon
. them.* Every hour, every moment fhould be
diligently improved, for the moment that is
pait returns no more. The grave is no place
for repentance. In the cave of darknefs and
filence no work can be performed. What is
here unfinithed, can never be completed ; what
is here loft, can never be regained.—Is life
tranfient? then /et thine boufe in order. Is eter- -

nal joy to be fought? then be vigilant and holy.

* Feclef. ix. 12.



On a Futwre State of Rewards and
Punifliments.




SERMON VIILI.

A — el i
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Romans 1. 4, 8.

T0 THEM WHO, BY PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN WELL DO~
ING, SEEK FOR GLORY, HONOUR, AND IMMORTALITY),
ETERNAL LIFE: BUT UNTO THEM THAT ARE CONTEN~
TIOUS, AND DO NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BUT OBEY UNa
RIGHTEOUSNESS, INDIGNATION AND WRATH,

{
1

ST. PAUL, who was peculiarly the apoftle of
the Gentiles, in all his writings labours to free
them from the ceremonial obfervances of the
Mofaic inftitution, which the Jews wanted to
obtrude upon the heathen converts to Chrif-
tianity ; and, with the ftrength of reafon and
authority of Scripture, he expofes the falfe opi-
nions, which, being generally entertained and
indufirioufly propagated by his nation, gave

12z much
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much vexation .to individuals, and difturbance
to the church.

Ix this epiftle he enters into a full dlfcu{ﬁon
of the privileges that were claimed by the
Ifraelites, and refutes their erroneous notions of
juftification and election. The covenant made
with Abraham to blefs his pofterity, and the
promifes given to the patriarchs, that their {eed
fhould be a chofen people, were confidered by
the Jews as fully entitling them to the favour and
protection of their Jenovan, even though they
thould not implicitly obey his commandments,
nor practife the duties of morality : For they
argued, that Gop was bound to receive and to
blefs them, by the engagements into which he
had entered with their progenitors. . They called
themfelves his adopted children, and aflerted,
thatall their offences were fufhiciently expiated
by circumcifion and {acrifice, and the other
rites of the Levitical law.

In oppofition to thefe pretenfions, St.Paul
declares, that all who commit fin, whether Jews
or Gentiles, are liable to punifhment; and that
the promifes made to Abraham, can only ex-
tend to thofe who walkin the fteps of Abraham.

The
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The Jews, as they enjoyed fuperior advantages
to the Gentiles, were under greater obligations
to holinefs of life, for to them was more clearly
revealed from beaven the wrath of Gop aganft all
ungodline(s and unrighteoufuefs of men.* Tﬁey
had been taught to do juftice and to love mercy ;
to wa/h their bands in innocency, and to make then:
a new heart and a new fpivit. The facrifices
and oblations, therefore, of thofe who, while
they knew the will of Gob, neglefted to per-
form it, could never be acceptable to Him, who
wonld vender 1o every man according to his deeds ;
To them who, by patient continnance in well doing,
Jeek for glory, bonour, and immortality, eternal life ;
But unto them that are contentions, and do not obey
the truth, but obey unvighteonfnefs, indignation and,
wrath, tribulation and anguifh, upon every foul of

man that doeth evil, of the Few firf, and alfo of

the Greek: For there is uo refpect of perfons with
Gop.

Trus did the apoftle. entirely overthrow the
prefluming claims of his countrymen to juﬂiﬁ-
cation and ele®ion, and clearly demonftrate,
that not the bmmﬁ, but the doers of the law,

* Rom. i. 18,

.13 were
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were Juft before Goo: For as many as bave finned

without law, foall alfo perifs withont law ; and as
many as bave finned 1 the law, fhall be Jafa’ged by

the law.

THaT a time will come, when the Governor
of the Univerfe fhall judge the world in

righteoufnefs, can never be doubted by any who
believe in the attributes of the Deity, and the
immortality of the foul. But, before'l enter
upon the proofs which eftablith this moft im-
portant truth, we will confider what would be

the condition of mankind if no fuch perfuafion
were cherifhed.

Hap we no idea of a future ftate, no prof-
pect beyond the regions of mortality, cur days
would be paffed in gloomy inaltion, and the
time of our fojourning here would be a period
of dejection, of {orrow, and of defpair. The
refie(tion that we were born only to die, muft
fo often arife in every mind, and the difmal un-
certainty of our continuing upon earth even
for the fucceeding hour, muft fo often firike
the moft carelefs, that #f in 1his life only we bad
bope, man would be indeed a miferable being.
Death, which even now is fo terrifying to mor-

3 tals,
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tals, as the termination of all earthly connec-
tions, and the diffolution of all earthly pleafuress
would become intolerable, when confidered as
the end of all things, the total extinétion of our
nature, the annihilation of foul and‘ body.
Every cheerful image would be reprefled by this
gloomy thought; every attrattion, which now
gives {pirit to induftry, would lofe its power:
The dread of that approaching moment, when
all our thoughts fhould perifh, would haunt us
like a phantom, transform. the bufy ftage we
now tread into a theatre of wretchednefs, and

prefent one unchanging fcene of liftlefs def-
pondence or anxlous perturbation.

'To prevent thefe melancholy effedts;, the
oreat Lord of the univerfe indulged his creatures
with the hope of {fome other exiftence, when
this earthly tabernacle fhall be diflolved. In
thofe countries where the Jewifh difpenfation
was unknown, He raifed up philofophers, who
confirmed this expeftation in the wife and

difcerning, by conclufions drawn from the at-
tributes of the Deity, and the faculties of man :

Nor were the unlettered vulgar, -though their
ignorance of {cience prevented them from pro-
fiting by abftrufe {fpeculations, without a fincere

I ¢4 belief
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belief in the immortality of the foul. No
mental blindnefs was fufhicient to obfcure, no
grofs corruptien was able to obliterate this
fundamental doCtrine of religion, which- feems

to have been engraven on the human heart by
the finger of Gop,

Or the various arguments advanced to prove
that we fhall live hereafter, 1t may be fufficient

to mention thofe which are moft worthy of re-
gard, and which carry with them all the con-
viction that can refult from realoning.

Tue general confent of all nations in all
ages.

Tur fenfe that every individual entertains
of right and wrong, and the conviction
he feels of being. accountable for his
altions.

Cur ardent defire of happinefs, which 1s
never to be found in this vale of va-
nitv.  And,

-«

Ta: unequal diftribution of good and evil in
this firft fiage of our exiftence.

.-rul

By the accounts that have been tranfmaitted
rom the beginning of time, we learn,
that
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that amongft every people the belief of a future.
ftate of rewards and punifhments hath pre-
vailed ; in polite and cultivated {ocieties ; 1n
wild and barbarous chmates The polifhed
nations of the heithen, in ancient days, thouﬂ'h
they worfhipped a multiplicity of deities, and

changed the glovy of the incorruptible Gop into- an
~ image made like unlo corruptible man, yet had a-
firm perfuafion of a life to come, in which the
juft {hould be rewarded with unceafing happi-
refs, and placed in an Elyfium blooming with
perpetual {pring; while the unjuft fhould" be
{eparated from the innocent, and thrown into
Tartarus, to abide in mifery for ever.

Nor hath this idea been wholly unknown ip
any quarter of the globe, which hath been
pierced by the eager curiofity or reftlefs ambi-
tion of the moderns. The moft untutored fa-
vage of the rudeft tribe, looks forward to that
happy period, when, exempt from the incle-
mencics of the {eafons, and freed from the op-
preflions of invaders, he fhall be tranfported to

a region, where he may purfue the chace un-
molefted, or {it down to the banquct with the

{pirits of departed heroes: Nor docs he doubt
that
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that punifhment is defigned for the wicked, as
well as recompenfe for the virtuous. Warm
with the remembrance of recent injuries, he
delights his imagination with the profpect of
inftruments of torture, prepared in a future
world for thofe who have trampled upon the
weak, and rivers of melted gold referved for the
hoftile intruders, whofe avarice hath exhaufted
his country and enflaved his kindred.

Tuis general opinion of all nations, that
judgment will certainly be executed hereafter,
1s further ftrengthened by the fenfe that each
individual entertains of right and wrong, and
the conviction he feels of being accountable for
his actions. No man is without a monitor in
his boflom, which never fails to reproach him
when he commits a crime, and to applaud and
encourage him when he acts uprightly. That
there are certain things in their nature fit and
proper to be done, and certain things which
ought to be avoided, or, in other words, that
there is fuch a d:ftinction as good and evil, will
hardly be denied: Man, as a reafonable crea-
ture, is bound to cnoofe the one, and to reject
the other; and, that he may fulfil this obli-

gation,
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gation, the Author of exiftence-hath implanted
in his mind an abhorrence of vice and a love
of virtue; and, although his capacity of dil-
cerning between the two éxtremes may {ome-
times be obfcured by ignorance, or blinded by
prejudice, fo that he fhall not clearly perceive,
with reflpect to the nicer difcriminations, where
~ the one ends and the other begins, yet the moft
-uncultivated 1gnorance, or the moft obftinate

prejudice, can never wholly deftroy his mental
perception, and prevent him from difcovering

the great and eflential parts of good and evil.
~ As'all men know that there 1s a difference be-
tween right and wrong, fo are all fenfible that .
they are, in fome meafure, accountable to a
fuperior Being for the choice they make.—~-
Confcience, which is as a law to thofe w%o bave
not the law, though it may for a while be difre-
garded, can never be wholly extinguifhed.
The {pecious infinuations of the moft refined
cafuiftry, cannot reprefs the fecret uneafinefs
which every man feels who works iniquity; nor
can the moft fubtle arguments of infidelity fully
convince him, that the flagitious. thall always

~ efcape unpunifhed.

It
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IT hath been the complaint of every age,
that the eager thirft of happinefs, which feems
congenial with our nature, 1s never gratified.
\When we enter on the exteniive plain of life,
our profpets are wide and unbounded; with
precipitate hafte we prefs forward into the path
which feems moft likely to conduct us to plea-
fure. Feftivity and merriment attract the
VOUNg 3 foey ciranl to the fonind of the viol, and the

¥
-',.i'l' 1"-'!"‘";

LaOrel, and pipe, and wine are i therr feafls ; but
they {oon aifcover that 7he beart of fools is in the
boufe ¢f wirth.  Ambition then allures, and pro-
miles to {atisty with that fubftantial enjoyment
wiich pleaiure could not afford; but ambition
proves as treacherous as pleafure; and in the
evening of their days, jaded with their purfuits,
and diiguited with the gratifications of life,
they exclaim, /#bat piofit bath a man of all bis
labsury aud of the vexation of bis beart, wherein
be bath laboured under the fun? Yor all bis days
are furrowe, and bis iravail grief I'¥—Surely then,
fince this earth affords no objedt to fatisfy the
ioul, there 1s another fltate of exiftence to be
expecied, where that happinefs may be found,

F

which here i3 fought in vain,
* Eccled i1, 23.

Tur
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Tue unequal diftribution of good and evil,
hath too frequently awakened the moft alarming
apprehenfions in the minds of the uninftructed,
who have, at times, been led to fear that Gop
had abandoned his creatures{to their own in-
ventions ; that, aftgf having created mankind,
he ceafed to interfere in their concerns, leaving
all things, animate and inanimate, to the direc-.
tion of chance; and, confequently, that the
wickednefs of the wicked was fuftered to prof-
per, and the righteoufnefs of the nghteous to
go unrewarded. Under the influence ' of fuch
{ufpicions, it were natural cnough to exclaim,
Surely I bave clemgﬁfd my beart in vain! 1 have
feen the vicious man in great profperity, flour/b-
ing as a green bay-tree ; 1 have {feen the proud
exulting in the greatnels of his power, and bear-
ing down all oppofition; 1 have feen the vir-
tuous in great adverfity, deprefled by the weight
of {fevere affliCtion, groaning under the rod of
oppreflion, or wafting away 1n lingering difeafe.
But if this be the cafe, will it not tend to prove
that there 1s a day of retribution? Is 1t not a
forcible reafon to conclude, that, in the next

world, if not in this, every one {hall recetve the
due recompence of his works?

YeT
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Y=t arguhents like thefe, however they might
be requifite ip affording confolation to the phi-
iofopher, and ir fortiiying the mind of an up-
right heathen, are unneceilary to confirm the
hopes of a Chriftian, who is baptized in the
faith of the refurretion from the dead, and the
life everlafting. To -him Revelation hath held
out a lamp, which Philofophy could never dif-
play, and guided to a glorious certainty, which
logical diiquifition could never attain. We are
not wandering in unfettled conjecture, or faintly
ailenting to abftrufe reafoning; but convinced,
beyond any poflibility oi doubt, that as. 7z Adam
all die, even fo iz CHRIST fhall all be made alive,
For the punifhment of the firft tranfgrefior, his
defcendants were made {ubject to diffolution,
and one general home was appointed for all the
living ; but by the obedience of one, thofe
whom he was not afhamed to call his brethren,

were redeemed from the curfe, and made can-
didates for feliciiy eternal.

Taat hooe which animated the virtuous in
ail ages, is now ftrengthened and ratified, is
now made fure and evident to the Chriftian,
who, with the eye of faith, hath beheld the
SAvIOUR gfcending up on bigh, leading capirvily

captive,
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" captive. Before this great event, man' looked
forward to a future flate, yet he looked forward
‘with dubious folicitude; but now the fecrets
of futurity have been laid open, the grave hath
yielded up its dead : He who, in the fight of
thoufands, expired on the crofs, hath returned
to life; and we are fully confident, that the
Power who raifed up Curist from the dead, flall

alfo quicken our mortal bodies.*

WE know that we fhall arife from the tomb,
and we are equally certain that we fhall arife
to judgment. In that awful day, wben 1be
beavens fhall pafs away with a great nofe, all that
have inhabited this extenfive globe fhall appear
before the throne of Him who liveth for ever ; apd

be fhall [eparate them one from another, as a fhep-
berd divideth bis fheep ﬁam the goats: Then fhall
the King fay unto them on bis right hand, Come, ye
bleffed of my Father, inberit the kingdom prepared
Sor you from the foundation of the world ; but
unto them on his left hand, Depart from me, ye
curfed I 1

Trus are we aflured, by the exprefs declara-
tion of the Son of Gop, that there isa time

* Rom. viii, 11. . t Matt. 2xv. 32, &¢.

appointed
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appointed 1n which he fhall judge the world.
Nor are we left to doubt who fhall be punifhed,
and who fhall be rewarded : 7% are dleffed, fays
.our SaviouRr, for I was an buugied, and ye gave
me meat ; I was thirfly, and ye gave me drink ; 1
was a firanser, and ye took wme in; naked, and ye
clothed e ; I weas fick, and ye vifited me ; I was
712 prifoir, and ye caine unto me : For inafmuch as
ve bave done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my
breinren, ye bave done 1t uitto te.

Yt although it is thus plainly declared, that
the- Arymricury will render to every man ac-
cording to his deeds, there is a fect of Chriftians,
whofe fundamental doctrine feems directly op-
pofite to this great truth. Thefe miftaken men,
like the Jews of old, lay claim to the peculiar
favouE Heaven; they call themielves the elefZ
of Gop ; they pretend that they are freely jufti-
fied from their fins, and, having once received
arace, that they can never fall.  Their teachers

excite the attention of the unthinking multitude
by great vehemence of fpeech and gefture; and,

furnifhing themfelves with a few obfcure texts
of fcripture, the true meaning of which they
do not appear to underftand, they are cver de-

crving the obligations of morality. But let no
man
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man deceive you with vain words: FHe that

doeth righteoufuefs, is righteous ; whofoever doeth

not righteoufnefs, is not of Gop.* The elet of,
Gop are they who keep his commandments ;

they only are juftified - through Carist who

obey his laws. The Gofpel of the REpeEMER,

the writings of his apoftles, equally reveal the
wrath of Heaven agarnft all who bold the truth in

unrighteoufuefs ; againit all who receive the truth,

and yet fin againtt it. As well may the Jew.

demand juftification on account of the merits of

the patriarchs, and expeét remiffion of fin by

the external rites of circumcifion and burnt-

offerings, as the wicked Chriftian hope for ac-

ceptance from the merits of his Saviour and

the obligations of the crofs, fince, withous boli- «
nefs, no man fball fee the Lord.t

Ir then there be any truth in the Gofpel, if,
in us, any hope of falvation, or any fear of
deftruction, let us walk foberly, righteoufly, and

godly, in this prefent world, as the only means
by which we can obtain the benefit of our Sa-

viouRr’s paflion. Let us {o pals the time of onr
Jojourning bere in the patient continnance of well

* 1 Johnt 1ii. 7~ I0. 1 Heb, xii. 14,

K | doing,
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doing, that we may be faved among the remnant
of the true Ifraelites.

THus, armed with virtue, and directing our
thoughts to that exiftence which He hath pro-
mifed who cannot deceive, the difappointments
of life fhall rever harafs, the threats of man
{hall never terrify. Though the inlets to forrow
are {fo numerous that every one living muft
feel fome part of the general difquiet, yet he
will, comparatively, be flightly affeted by mif-
fortune, who remembers that the confummation
of all things is at hand ;‘ that the calamities of
this prefent time are pafling away as the morn-
ing cloud, which is quickly fucceeded by the
fplendour of a noon-day fun.—Nor fhall the idea
of death any longer {ink the {pirits, difturb our
tranquillity 1n the hour of meditation, damp
every pleafing {enfation in the day of feftivity,
and caft a diimal gloom upon each furrounding
object. Death, indeed, hurries us from this
icene, but it bears us to another; it diffolves all
human ties, but it gives birth to new con-
nexions; 1t deﬁm}*é all mortal pleafures, but
it leads to fuperior enjoyments. He that
died and rofe again hath aflured us, that He
is gone to prepare a place for his faithful

difciples,
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difciples, where they fhall fuffer and die no
more, |

To the wicked, and only to the wicked,, the
profpect of a future flate is. a profoect of ter-
rour. Can the criminal delight in the prefence
of his judge, oranticipate with joy the day of
condemnation? Byt why will ye perith? Gop
hath no pleafure in the deftruion of the un-
righteous. The earthly difpenfer of juftice
cannot liften to the fuggeftions of pity, and muft
deliver up the guilty to punithment : But the
Heavenly King will hear the cry of penitences
temper judgment with mercy, and freely par-
don the relenting finner. Caft away, therefore,
all your offences, cleanfe the guilty hand, and
~ purify the 'corrupted heart; hear and repent,
believe and obey; that wher 7he Lorp bimfelf
Joall defeend from Heaven, with a fbout, with the
vosce of the archangel, and with the trump of Gop,
ye may rife to the life immortal, through the

merits and mediation of Jsus our Lorp and
RepremER.
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AND WHEN HE WAS COME NEAR, HE BEHELD THE CITY,
AND WEPT OVER ITy SAYING, IF THOU HADST KNOWN,
EVEN THOU, AT LEAST IN THIS THY DAY, THE THINGS

WHICH BELONG UNTO THY PEACE! BUT NOW THEY ARBE
HID FROM THINE EYES, |

sl L _—

WHEN men are invited to pur{ue pleafure,
or warned to fly from pain, they attend with
willingnefs, and follow, without hefitation or
reluttance, the path which may lead them to
enjoyment, or bear them from diftrefs. Little
folicitation will induce the {fenfualift to partake
of the banquet; little entreaty will draw the
diffipated into the haunts of publick amufe-

K 4 o ment s



135 On the Danger of Impeniience. [SERM. IX.

ent; the force of genius need not be exerted
when vou would perfuade mankind to {hun
peftilential infection ; nor is it requifite to ftudy
the graces of clocution, when you exhort them
to fly from the uplifted {word. Yet, when
Reafon would urge us to act according to the
dictates of truth and juftice, and Religion re~
quire us to cleanfe our hearts and amend our
lives, 190nzh they [peak with the tongue of men and
cuzels, their admonitions are not only difobeyed,
but even frequently defpifed. In vain may
Virrue call, while none will liften; in yain may

Vifldom appeal to the underftanding, while
Folly hath oblcured the faculties of the mind;
in vain may the Sun of righteonfuefs {hine forth,
while men love darknefs rathei than light.

‘Trr1s obftinate refufal to hear and to reform,
which 1s io vifible in the greater part of man-
kind, appears the more abfurd, when it is re-
membered that Religion offers the fame recom-
penfe which pleafure promifes. Happinels 1s
held out by both, as the prize to be gained by
their refpective votaries. In this indeed we
find a firiking diftin@ion; Pleafure affords a
momentary gratification, Religion a lafting de-
light. The walks of the former {eem gay and

| enchanting,
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enchanting, but are ufually found to terminate
in gloom. and difappointment: The paths of
the latter, though lefs artractive in their ap-
pearance, ftill increale in beauty the further
they are explored, and lead to full and perfect

cnjoyment: Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs,
and all ber patbs are peace.

Nor is the mifery the teaches us to avoid,
lefs formidable, than the reward which fhe con-
fers is glorious. The flighteft fenfe of prefent
pain, banithes every pleafing fenfation; the
dread of approaching evil, prompts us to catch
. at every {lender reed which may fave us from
the tide-of calamity : But when Religion holds
up to our view the piture of unending woe and.
deftruction, we turn impatiently away, and lofe

the tremendous profpect in the levities of the
hour. |

Traere 1s a time when this depravity, ina
nation, as well as among individuals, becomes
too powerful to be {ubdued; when the laws
and 1nftitutions of government are openly vio-
lated or fecretly evaded, and a general per-

¥ Ecclel. iii. 17,

verfion
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verfion of principles i1s diffeminated through
the mafs of a people. This hath been com-
monly occafioned by that influx of wealth
which {wells the mind with infolence; and that
long continuance of uninterrupted profperity,
which leads men to forget the many affliGions
to which they are expofed, and the many
fcourges with which the univerfal and all-
powerful Governor hath been compelled to vifit
a rebellious and abandoned community.

Jerusarey, the great capital of Judea, was
apparently in fuch a ftate at the time of our
Saviour. Her degenerate children had filled
themfelves with the various productions of a
fruitful country; they had become covetous and
hypocritical, proud and luxurious ; devoted to
ienluality, or engroffed by avarice, they had
-neglected the inftitutions of religion, and the
common offices of kindnefs and humanity.

nzir great, though negletted Messiam,
fully {enfible of their enormities, as he ap-
proachied this city of opulence and vice, wep?
over it : His imagination painted thofe fcencs
of difirefls and terrour, which afterwards were

prefented to the wretched inhabitants, when
the
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the Romans laid wafte their fertile fields, con-
fumed their palaces with fire, and put their fons
and their daughters to the fword: When pef~ -
lilence walked in daﬁenq/}, and famine wafled in
the noon-day. At the idea of this miferable de-
{folation, the tendernefs of his nature melted
him into tears. He deplored their blindnefs,
their obftinacy and impenitence: If thon badft
known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day, the 1hings

which belong unto thy peace! But now lhey are
bid from ihire eyes.

ArL thofe who have departed from their
- duty, who have trodden under foot the Medi-
ator of the new covenant, and given themfelves
up to a reprobate mind, are precifely in the
fame fituation with the loft Jerufalem.  For
them is prepared the defom of deffruétion, and
over them muft every good and feeling man
fhed the tear of unavailing forrow. Their
power, or their cunning, will no more avail
-them 1n the day of retribution, than its ftrong
walls and bulwarks could defend the Jewifh
metropolis, when nations énéamped before it
to level it with the duft. The prophecy was
tully accomplithed, and #oz one flone was left
upon another.

. EvEr
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Ever fince the beginning of time fuch power-
ful reprefentations have been made of the beauty
of virtue, and the deformity of vice; of the
pleafures which attend the one, and the cala-
mities which await the other; that we may
well be furprifed at that fatal corruption,-which
hath, at different periods, over{pread the world.
Wickednefs in all places hath found many fol-
lowers, but piety hath been attended by an in-
confiderable train. Yet, can any. country be
found where the inhabitants know not that,
fconer or later, viceis certain mifery? Canany
place be pointed out, in which no one hath
ever arifen to open the eyes of infatuation, and
exhort men to forfake their errors and crimes ?
Have not prophets and apofiles, or moralifts
and teachers, every where appeared, to call
their brethren out of darknefs into light, to turn
them from folly to wildom, from ‘perdition to
fafety and joy? Or, if initructors could be
wanting, hath not the confcience of mankind
acted as a faithful monitor, declared their duty,
‘and incited them to perform it? Though the
heart 1s prone to 1ll; forward to betray, and
deceitful absve all things, it hath never been able
{o far to blind the underftanding, as, In material
points, to make it receive evil for good, and

good
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good for evil. Falfehood hath often’ worn the
femblance of truth, and the craity and defigning
have been ever ready to miflead the ignorant ;
but when did any of us tranigrefs the great
laws of reafon and religion, "without perceiving
{omething which {eemed loudly to reproach us?
When did any man defraud his neighbour, by
falfe teftimony deprive him of his l'éputation,
fteal away the affetion of his wife, or treache-
“roufly cut. him off by the ftroke of malice and
revenge, without being fenfible that he was a
villain and a deftroyer? When have you neg-
lected any prefling duty, when have you con-
temned the known ordinances of Gop, or re-
pulfed with infolence thofe that had a claim to
your compaﬂion, without hearing this judp-
ment pronounced by the warning voice within,
Thou art weighed in the balances and found want-
g £ Never was man, to any great degree at
leaft, 7guorantly corrupt. We do what is for-
bidden to be done, not that we are uncon-
{cious of evil, not that we have heard no invi-
tations to repentance, not that our coniciences
have ceafed to reproach us; but becaufe we
will not hear; becaufe we will neither attend
to the remonftrance of reafon, the preaching of
the apoftle, nor the call of grace. We are,

therefore,
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therefore, like the city our Lord lamented: O -
Jerufalem, Ferufalem! thow that killeft the pro-
phets, and floneft them which are fent unto thee!
How often wonld I bave gathered thy children to-
getber, even as a ben gathereth ber chickens under
ber wings, and ye would not!* But, let the {in-
ner remember, that on him the fame {entence
1s pronounced: Bebold your boufe 1s left unto you

d?/f}!ﬁ?ffl

Tue world at prefent may entice us, 1ts ad-
vantages may attract our hopes, and its pains
and pleafures divide our attention: But furely
the hour will come when different interefts
ihall engage us, and every other idea be loft in
the awful expectation of eterhity; when the
cheerfulnefs of the gay fhall be clouded by the
view of mortality ; the labours of the buly in-
terrupied by the intrufion of ficknefs and f{or-
row, and the delights of the {enfual be blafted
by the approach of death; when eafe and in-
dolence fhall be changed into perplexity and
tumult, and the {hout of merriment into the
cry of terrour. The young man may now re-
joice in his ftrength, and let bis beart cheer bim

* Matt, xxiii. 37.

mn
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in the days of bis youth ; he may walk in the ways”
of his inclination, and follow the diGates of
his “intemperate paflions ; duz know thou for all
thefe things Gop will bring thee into judgment.®
The aged may ftill caft a lingering eye upon
thofe objects which engroffed him in his younger
days ; he may fuill thirft after the pleafures he
can no longer tafte, and defile his imagination
with the remembrance of impurity; but know

thou the grave 1s opening to receive thee, and

the hour at hand, when be that 15 filthy fhall ber
filthy for ever.

Much hath been faid and written on the
efficacy or inefhicacy of a death-bed repentance ;
but without difcufling, at this time, a point fo
intricate and uncertain, let me afk, whether it
is not a kind of madnefs to truft a matter of
fuch infinite importance as eternal falvation, to
the laft, melancholy, diftracted moments of dif-
eafe, when attention is divided by the fettle-

“ment of worldly affairs, the afflition of our
deareft friends, and the overpowering agitations

of hope and fear. Far be it from any created
being rafhly to prefcribe limits to Divine

!

* Ecclef. xi. g,

mercy ;
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‘mercy ; but may we not conclude, from reafon
and from Scripture, that he who hath not re-
pented till the laft agonies have overtaken him,
he who hath not actually reformed his life, and
done every thing in his power to repair the
mifchiefs his vices have occafioned, will be re-
je&ted as a baneful and unprofitable fervant?
He thar hath run on in the career of iniquity
till he is fiopped fhort by decrepitude and
death, hath {urely little to hope, and much to

fear.

WouLp to Gop, then, that it might be the
firft and conftant care of every Chriftian, while
he is in the prime of life, and the faculties of .
his {oul are 1n their full vigour, to {eek #he
things wohich belong unio bis peace ! How wretched
1s the condition of him, who loiters and pro-
craftinates till all his powers are enfeebled;
who begins the tafk of reformation when he 1s

icarcely able to bear up againft the infirmities
- of a fecond infancy, and defers the preparation
for his journey to the very morment of his de-
parture.

ResevMBER, that a period may arrive, when

the things which moft concern us, the means

of
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of acquiring eternal reft and glory, will be hid
from our eyes: Long indulgence in evil will
make guilt habitual, will at laft obliterat¢ the

remaining 1mpreﬂions of goodnels, and render
us totally " infenfible to the moft ﬂnkmg admo-

nitions. To the defperately wicked, Reafon in
vain lappeals,- and Religion offers her alylum in
vain. ‘Conicience, weary of ineffetual remon-
firances, will at laft abandon the hardened fin-

ner, and leave him a miferable prey to 1n1qu1ty
and ruin.

How mournful is the thought, that any in-
telligent being, formed by his beneficent Cre-
ator to be good and to be happy, thould ﬂlght
every invitation to grace and favour, till grace
1s withdrawn, and favour can be fought no
more! How dreadful is the idea, that they,
whom the Son of the HigHEsT died to redeem,
fhould continue deaf to his call, till they are
awakened to judgment |

Ir there are any who can remain unmoved at
the danger of impenitence ; if there are any who
know that fatal levity of heart, which turns the
moft folemn truths into ridicule ; if there are
any.who can behold with indifference, however

L faintly
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faintly it may be reprefented, the awful prof-
pect ot 7he great and terrible day, to them per-
fuafion will be vain, to them exhortation will
be fruitlefs. We can only deplore their wretched
infatuation, and lament that zbe zhings which
belong unto ibeir peace are bid from their eyes!t
But if ye are fenfible, as furely ye muft be, of
the mifery that awaits the guilty, if your re-
collection dwells with {orrow and contrition on
the follies and enormities of your paft lives, if
you are willing to become one fold under one
‘Shepherd, and anxious to be received into the

new and heavenly Jerufalem, go, and fin no more.
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SERMON 'X. -

1 Fouw iv. 7.

'l

BELOVEDy LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER, FOR LOVE I8 OF
GOP.

"THIS epiftle of St. John may be called an
exhortation to charity, the diftinguithing grace
and glory of Chriftianity. When the infirmities
of age had rendered this venerable apoftle un-

able to perform the publick duties of his mi-
niftry, he was conftantly led to the church, and

only addrefled his congregation with this fhort
~ {entence: “ Little children love one another.”
When at length his hearers were weary of this

nniform repetition, and demanded why he al-

L3 ways
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ways urged the fame injunction, he replied,
€

Becaufe it 1s the command of our Lord, and
“1f ye do nothing elfe, this alone is fufhicient.”

Love was declared the only eflential qualifi-
cation, iince, as we are told by St. Paul, it 7s
the fulilling of 1hz law ;* ail the obligations we
owe to mankinG oeing comprehended in that
{ingle virtue, 1t that can be called a fingle virtue
which 1s rather the union of many. Let us,

then, examine what 1s meant by /ove, and what
are 1ts effects upon human life.

By love, as it is ufed in Scripture, particu-
larly in the epiftle of St. John, may generally
be underftood extenfive charity. Not that
ipecies of moral excellence alone, which con-
{ifts in relieving the neceffitous, but unbounded,
univerfal benecvolence: An ardent defire to
promote the weliare and happinefs of all around

us, to heighten joy, as well as to alleviate dif-
tels; 7o sejoice with them that rejoice, as well as
to weep wih them that weep: A willingnels. to
resinquifn our own private advantage and.gra-

nification for the benefit of others: A promp-
" Rom. xiii. 10.

. titude
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titude'to” view thé actions of our néighboiirs in
the moft favourable light, and to vindicate their
coridu from' the infinuations of ralignity, or
the farcafms of ill-nature: A readinéfs to for~
gwe and to forget reproach, negle& and In-
jury; to forbedr retaliation, even ofi thofe
whole enmity 1s irreconcileable; and, on the
contrary, to overcome evil by good. This is to

lové our neighbour as ourfelf: this is to fulfil
the law.

Wz will firt confider that branch of du;

dity, which teaches us to pardon and relieve an
énemy,

To blefs them that curfe you, and pray for thew
which defpitefully ufe you, may at firft appear
an elevation of virtue beyond the attainment of
humanity. When the mind is mortified by the
contempt of pride, wounded by the fuggeftions
of malice, or {tung by the coldnefs of ingrati-
tude, we naturally recur to the caufe of our fuf-"
ferings, and defire, in the firft bitternefs of
paffion, to infli¢t forrow for forrow. But were
this eagernefs in returning evil indulged to the
utmoft, the world would become a theatre of

war, We all undergo pain or inconvenience
L 4 from
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from the bafenefs or folly of others; every one,
therefore, hath fomething to revenge; and
fhould each of us purfue, with the unremitting
ferocity of hatred, the brother -that injures or
offends, peace, order, and decency would make -
themfelves wwings, and fly away as eagles foward
beaven ; all ties and connexions by which men
are held together, would be broken; wild con-
fufion and ungovernable rage would lay wafte
the earth; and man, who boafts himlelfa ra-
tional and intelligent being, would have little
other employment than to chafe his fellow crea-
tures, and hunt down his prey like the dogs of
the foreft. Happily, however, for mankind,
the gufts of furlous anger are commonly tran-
fient. Time aids reafon and religion, melts
obduracy, and foftens malignity. In the firft
momeants of difappoinument or affliction, hu-
man nature muft feel and refent; but to con-
tinue obftinately cruel, to refufe admiffion to
every extenuating thought, to fhut our ears to
perfuafion and entreaty, to harden our hearts
againft every emotion of pity and tendernefs,
and with rancorous malice to perfecute, from
day to day, the repentant culprit, is to degrade
our nature, to poifon our enjoyments, to render
ourlelves the objects of univerfal deteftation,

to
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to become unfit for this world, and moft unfit
for that which 1s to come. -

THe indignation excited by ingratitude is
often the boaft of many, and dignified with the
name of juft refentment; but let it be remem-
bered, that no continued refentment can ever
be juft. Is it reafonable to expect from others,
what is not found in ourfelves? Let us fuppofe
that we have heaped as great obligations upon
any individual as it is poflible for one human

being to confer upon another; yet, what is the
good he hath received from us, in comparifon

of that which we have received from the Giver
of allgood ! From Him who creates, who feeds,

who preferves, who redeems us? Every a& of
difobedience to His commands, every omlfﬁon
of negligence, or delay of indolence, is a more
flagrant breach of the law of gratitude, than can
be made by the bafeft defertion of friendthip
between man and man. And who can fay that
he hath not oftended? Who can declare that
to his Maker he owes nothing, that he hath

difcharged every debt, and will rigoroufly exact
all that is due to him from his fellow creatures?
When we are uniformly grateful to our Creator,
~ we may require uniform gratitude from our

brethren;
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brethren; but while we have need of merey,
we muft beware of demanding juftice.

LeT us now take a general view of that phi-
lanthropy which is the charalteriftick of a
Chriftian, oppofed to that mifanthropy which
. confitutes a murderer: [bofocver haieth bis
brotber 15 a mnidever, and ye kngw that no mur-
derer bath eternal life abiding in bim.*

A MURDERER, we need not be told, is one who,
to gratify {ome paffion, robs another of that be-
ing which no power can reftore. He is juftly
called the peft of fociety; he is Thunned by all,
from a principle of felf-prefervation, as well as
from an abhorrence and deteftation of his crime;;
and his life is forfeited by divine and human
laws; for, whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by man fball
o1 bloed te fbed 7. He that hateth his brother,
1s one who deftroys the peace of his fellow crea-
tures; one who, perhaps, from no hope of ad-
vantage, but merely to indulge a baneful dif-
pofition, robs another of that comfort, {erenity,

and chearfulnefs, which conftitute our chief
happinels: He too is juftly called the peft of

* ¥ John iii. 33, + Genefis ix. 6.

fociety 3
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facietyr; be is: fhunned by all as a- commofr
enemy;. The murderer deprives us of life ;- the'
mifanthrope of ‘that, without which lifeis
{catcely defirable : In this only they differ;
the murderer is rooted:out from-the nation as'a
noxious weed; the mifanthrope is fuffered to
continue, a deftructive poifon, embittering all
the {weets of {ocial union.

It hath been well obferved; that the felicity
or mifery of our prefent exiftence arifes not
from great and. unexpected events. Mankind:
are {eldom-made happy by the fudden acqui-
fition. of wealth and  honour, nor by the attain-
ment of any object they Have eagerly purfued.
Neither are they rendered laftingly miferable by
the lofs of large pofleffions, or the preflure of
great- and: overwhelming calamity, Whatever
1s violent 1s of fhort duration:. The effufions
of tumultuous delight, and the burfts of agoniz-
ing grief, foon fubfide, and make but a fmall
{um in the eftimate of the joys and forrows of
mortality. Qur prevailing tranquillity or dif-
quietude is- occafioned by a combination of
things apparently trivial. The cheering {mile
of benevolence, the alacrity of good-nature to
ald and to amufe, and the conftant intercourfe

- of



556 . On Benewolence. [Serm. X,

of kind offices, fill the breaft with a pleafing and
regular compofure, which leaves no room for
uneafinefs and difguft; while the peevifhnefs
of difcontent, the captious readinefs of 1ll-

humour to teaze and to perplex, the ftubborn )
contentions of obftinacy, the infolence of con-
{cious {uperiority, and the perpetual {eries of
unkind offices, gradually four the temper, damp
all the warm and generous feelings of the foul,
and create an habitual difrelith for the world.

Thus, as mutual affetion, or love, is the chief
{pring of human pleafure, mutual diflike or
hatred is the chief fource of human wretched-
nefs. The-hater of his brother, therefore, 1s a
deftroyer of the common welfare. Like the
enemy, who planted tares in the {oil where un-
corrupted feed had been fown, he is vigilant to
confound good and evil, and anxious to prevent
virtue from arriving at 1ts proper growth, by
choking it with thorns, or entangling it with
brers.

Nor is the cultivation of placid difpofitions
only neceflary to render us ufeful and agreeable
to {ociety at large, fince it is indifpenfably re-
quifite in the nearer relations and more intimate
connexions of life. That felicity which is fre-

quently
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quently obferved among thofe who are united

by the moft facred of all engagements, proceeds
oftener from habits of benevolence, early acquir-
ed and conftantly cherifhed, than from the mere
force of mutual attachment. Friendthip of

every kind 1s built upon efteem; but it muft
be fupported by a fucceflion of reciprocal obli-
gations, by gentlenefs, kindnefs, and unvaried -
exertions to pleafe. How fhall the man, who
is a ftranger to mildnefs and humanity, acquire
the enchanting arts of foothing tendernefs, and
make himfelf the centre of domeftick regard?
The bias, for we can fcarcely call it affetion,
which inclines him to one particular obje&,

will for a while, perhaps, be a curb to his na-"
ture; but this check will foon be loft. He

finds the individual he hath fingled out, fub-
je¢t to the common frailties of mortality, and

_perhaps to fome peculiar weaknefles: He hath
never learned to view the blemifhes of others in -

a favourable light; he hath never learned to
overlook {light offences, and pardon venial er-
rors; to bear with patience the tedioufnefs of
cafual garrulity, the petulance of temporary
paffion, or the trifling of occafional levity. He
erows peevifh, difcontented, clamorous; blind

to the virtues, but eagerly attentive to the
faults
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faults of his companion. Perpetual vexation
who can quietly endure? His 1ll-humour is at
length returned; flight 1s repaid with flight,
reproach with reproach, injury with injury, and
contempt with contempt. )

But, turning afide from this unpleafant
fcene, let us view the different conduct of thofe

who have been accuftomed to. the exercife of
good-will. When their general defire of pro-
moting happinefs, is increafed by a particular
attachment, every look, every action, will be an
inftrument to convey deligﬁ;: Life glides
away almoft in perpetual {ferenity; for, though
zccidental care, or accidental grief, fhould, for
a moment, cloud the profpect, the {ympathy
and tendernefs of watchful benevolence {oothes
and alleviates every difirefs, and removes half
the burden of calamity.

IF to arguments like thefe it can poffibly be
objected, that, although very proper in a {chool
of morality, they are not {ufficiently connected
with religion to be urged to a fociety of Chrif-
tians; if fuch a fuggeftion can arife in the mind
of any, let it be remembered, that it is one great
aim of the Gofpel to enforce the duties of pri-

vate
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vate life, and render us, in every connexion,
kindly affeitionate.—Hufbands love your wives, and
be not bitter againft them, faid the teacher of the
Gentiles: Hufoands dwell with your wives ac-
cording 1o knowledge, faid that apoftle upon
whom Carist declared he would Zuild bis
Church; and He himfelf, the Author and Fi-
nither of our faith, affured us, 2y 7his fball all
men know that ye are my difciples, if ye bave lpve
one 1o another.* ‘Thus eftablifhing good-will to

our fellow-creatures as the great teft of his re-
ligion.

WaaT indeed can be more worthy the
Prince or Peace and MErcIFuL Saviour, than
the injunction of that virtue which promates
the welfare of the univerfe. Benevolence in-
creafes good, and leflens evil: With the fortu-
nate it exults, with the afflicted it mourns; it
gives food to the hungry, and raiment to the
naked ; it affords protection to the weak, and
couniel to the ignorant ; it binds up the wounds
of the ftranger, and breaks the chain of the

captive. Benevolence is a father to the orphan,
a hufband to the widow, a champien to the op-

* John xiil. 35.

prefled,
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prefled, and a friend to all. It checks the
quick reply, and arrefts the uplifted arm ; its
lips diftil gentlenefs, and its - hand difleminates
joy. Unawed by fuperfiition, and untainted
by prejudice, it cafts an eye of benignity upon
every party. Difregarding the rules of a nar-
row policy, it fcorns to be confined within the
boundaries of a nation; to every kindred, and
language, and people, it bears the olive; and
wherever it beholds a man, 1t welcomes a brother.

Tuus have we {een the neceffity of cultivating
this Chriftian grace, as it concerns the com-
mon tranquillity, and the comfort and felicity
of our neareft friends. It is equally requfité to
our own peace as individuals. No one can
efcape infection while he is {cattering pefti=
lence: He that hates others, will himielf be
hated ; he that furveys his brother with malig-
nity, cannot expect to be viewed with kindnels,
and without kindnefs who would live? Can any
one be happy by himfelf? Yet the mifanthrope
muft fly from fociety, and pine in a ftate of alie-
nation from mankind.

Tue malevolent man 1s conftantly waging

war againft all his fpecies: cafily provoked, but
not
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not eafily zippeafed; difdainiig to give or to
receive pleafure, he ftalks fullenly through life,
difowning and difowned. As a father or a
hufband he may be feared, but he never will be
loved. If he is fuccefsful, no one rejoices; if
he is in diftrefs, no one laments, When he is
ftretched upon the bed of ficknefs, no tear of
{ympathy falls upon his pillow, no voice of
tendernefs foothes his pain. The bitternefs of
his {pirit overflows upon himlielf, and he dies

defpifed by the world, and unprepared for
heaven,

Tue benevolent, efteemed and careflfed, finds
in every connexion an increafe of comfort and
joy. He “is obeyed with ‘cheerfulnefs, and
loved with ardour: His profperity is confidered
as a gencral blefling, his adverfity is deplored as
a general misfortune. When difeafe weighs
him down, the hand of affettion ftrives to fuf-
tain him; tender affiduity watches by his couch,
-~ and anticipates every with, ‘The prayers of
the good attend him; and at length, when his
appointed time Is come, his memory is ho-

noured upon earth, and his {foul afcends to the
habitation of eternal love.

M As
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As a further inducement to cherifh this com-
prehenfive excellence, if any further iqdu;;;
ment can be wanting, let us confider the un-
merited and unbounded go-odnefs of our all-
merciful Creator: He pitieth us as a father
pitieth bis gwn childven ; be fendeth rain on the
juft and on the unjuft, and is kind even fo the un-
thankful. All creatures bf..‘al-.‘ the impreflion of
his beneficence; it pervades the globe, and ex-
tends through the unknown and immeafurable
univerfe. So great was his paternal affection
for his unworthy, his degenerate offspring,
that be cave bis ouly begatten Son, that whofoever
belizveih in bim fhould uot perifb, but bave ever-
lafting life. And how obvious, how forcible is
the inference of the apofile, Beloved, if Gop fo
loved s, we ought alfo {0 love one another.® . Let
us remember, that our eternal, is infepﬁrably
connected with our temporal happinefs; for
ill-will, malice, and cruelty, can qualify us only
for the fociety of fiends; good-will, forgive-
neis, and humanity, for the companioné of
angels and the {pirits of the juft. |

* 1 Jobn iv. 7,

Love
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Love is of God: Love is an emanation from
the Divimty.  Of Him, then, the origin of all
perfection, let us implore this moft excellent
gift of charity; the tie of friendfhip, the ce-

ment of fociety, the aggregate of virtue, and
the pafiport to glory.

Ma



On Barzillai’s Reply to David.




2 SAMUEL XiX. 3§

i
Y AM THIS DAY FOURSCORE YEARS OLD, AND CAN I DISCERN
BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL? CAN THY SERVANT TASTE
WHAT I EAT OR WHAT I DRINK? CAN I HEAR ANY MORE
THE VOICE OF SINGING MEN AND SINGING WOMEN?
WHEREFORE THEN SHOULD THY SERVANT BE YET A
BURDEN UNTO MY LORD THE KING!

|
:

A LTHOUGH we are placed upon this globe

to mortify our evil and corrupt affections, and
become worthy of a more glorious habitation;
although we are but ftrangers travelling to our
home, the path we tread is fometimes {fmooth
and ﬂmirery; many a delight hath the hand of
Infinite Goodnefs {cattered in the way, to com-
fort and refreth the wearied pilgrim. All the
{fenfes are inftruments of pleafure; the eye is

M 4 charmed
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charmed with objelts of beauty, the ear is
foothed with notes of melody, and the tafte is
gratified with inexhauftible variety from the
animal and vegetable world. Still greater and
more {ubftantial fatisfattion refults from the af=
feGtions of the mind: Man does not purfue his
courfe in gloomy folitude; each individual {ees
numberlels companions proceeding in the {fame
track, from whom he may {ele& {pirits conge-
nial with his own; he may form many con-
nexions, which awaken all the finer feelings of

the heart, and raife him to a ftate of temporary
felicity. But as this earth is not our feat of

reft, all earthly gratifications muft, after a while,
be refigned; if, by our unexpected removal to
another {cene, they are not fuddenly loft to #s,
we become at length loft to 7hem ; the powers
of enjoyment fail, and old age, like the breath
of winter, benumbs the fenfes and congeals the
blood. The heart grows cold and torpid, and
receives no longer the impreflions of galety.

Sucn, at leaft, was the conviétion of Dar-
zillai, the Gileadite; a perfonage of confiderable
rank and power, who had furmihed David and
his army with {fuftenance while they lay at
Mahanaim. When Abfalomand his party were

defeated,
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defeated, and the King returned in peace,
Barzillai went down from the city where he
dwelt, to conduct his fovereign over Jordan ;
and, as a reward for the loyalty and attention
he had manifefted, this faithful fubje&t was 1n-
vited to accompany his royal mafter to Jerufa-
lem, and partake the {plendour and luxuries of
a court. But the Gileadite, {enfible of his in-
firmities and approaching diflolution, replied,
. How long bave I to live, that I fbonld go up with
the King unto Jeryfalem? 1 am this day fourfcore

years old, and can I difcern belween good and evil 2.
Can thy [ervant tafle what I eat or what I drink?

Can I bear any more the woice of [finging men and

Jinging women ¢ W berefore then foould thy [ervant
be yet a burden unto my lord ihe king @

~

Turs paffage of facred hiftory may fuggeft
the following inquiries: Whether this incapacity
of enjoyment was peculiar to Barzillai, or
common toold age? and, whether he did wifely
in declining the recompenfe which David of-
fered him, and defiring to return to his own
city, that he might be buried in the grave of
. his fathers? If it {hall be found that he anfwered
well, and that all men who arrive at the fame
date, muft expect the fame corporeal decay, we

Imay
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may then afk, with all due humility, why hath
the Father of mercies pafled this decree, So
long fhall thy gratifications continue and no
longer ? S -

We will firly, then, examine if Time be the
enemy of pleafure, and if life, after we have
numbered fourfesre years, be then, for its little
remainder, b/ laboni and forrow €

May may be confidered as a machine, and
though of the moft exquifite workmanfhip,
liable, 1ike any other machine, to a thoufand
irreguiarizies and diforders, even while its
{prings are vet firong, and many of its parts
entire; but if 1t efcape thefe accidents, which
may damage or deftroy it long before the term
of its uiua! duration, it muft, at laft, wear
away and perith.—During the period to which
our fpecies 1s generally confined, hope and
fear, grief and joy, occafionally fill the bofom ;
but when we pafs the common boundary of
nature, as the bodily organs are impaired,
which convey fenfation to the mind, the facul-
ties become dead, and the foul incapable of

ercepiion. The voung, to ufe the figurative
language of Solomon, pluck 7be rofe of Sharon;

and
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and the lilly of the vallies ; they fit down under:
the thade of .the almond ‘tree-; the blofforn . is:
fair to the fight, and the fruit is {weet to -the: |
tafte ; but the feafon is at hand, when the blof-.
fom fhall be no longer fragrant, and the frut:
fhall ripen in vain. The young come leaping
upon the mouniains with the {wiftnefs of the roe;.
and call to their chofen companions, in the:
ftrain of exultation, The fig-tree pm‘tﬁb forth her
green figs ; the flowers appear ou the earths the
time of the finging of birds is come, and ibe voice
of the iurtle is beard in onr land : But the hour

approaches, when the eye fhall {ee thefe things
'no more, and the ear be dull of hearing. Na-

ture blooms in vain to the blind, and harmony
founds in vain to the deaf. 'The evil days muft
foon arrive, when thou fhalt fay of every earthly
good, I have no pleafure in them—When the
keepers of ibe houfe fball tremble, and the firong
men [ball bow themfelves, and the grinders ceafe,

becaufe they are few, and thofe that look out of the
windows be darkened.”

Ask him, whom you obferve bowed down
with decrepitude, and tottering on the verge of

* Ecclef, xii, 3.

the
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the grave, if life hath any thing yet in ftore, for
which he can reafonably wifh to live. The de-
lights of fenfe have forfaken him, the delights
of the imagination fail. Place before him the
moft delicate viands, he cannot now dlﬁmgmih
their exquifite flavour ; prefent him with the
richeft wines, they will gladden his heart no

more ; lead himn to the top of an eminence
which commands the extended plain, point out

the wealth and plenty of the vale, the flocks
and herds, the fields and villages, the cities
and palaces; his fight is dim, the variegated
landfkip he cannot difcern. Collect the faireft
flowers and the richeft odours; to him the
perfumes of Arabia have loft their {fcent. En-
deavour to cxhilarate his drooping {pirit with
concord and melody ; let the damfels appear’
playing <with the rimbrels, let them fing to 1he
Friuged siflvuments ; let the mufician ftrike the
harp, and try if he can expel uneafinefs and
langour, as David refrefhed the foul of Saul:
BV him, whom cold icfenfibility hath feized,

e {ofier notes are unheard, and the louder are
CGHHdEI’Cd as harfh and difcordant: 1be mirih
Qf izkicis ceafeth, the noife of them thai vepoice
eiciny 1he joy of the barp ceafeih® Wil he join

* Hfaiah xxiv, 8.

in



Serm. XI.]  On Barzillai’s Reply to David. 173

in the race with the {wift, or draw the bow
with the ftrong? His Iimbs are feeble, and his
nerves rclaxed, and exercife and {ports can no
longer engage.  Since then he derives little fa-
tisfaction from the objets that furround him,
and 1s unable to fill up the heavy hours with
active recreation, will you afk if he can look
into his own mind and extract amufement from
himfelf? Even this refource 1s denied him:’
His memory, faint and imperfe&, cannot trace
the paft events of his life, and {ooth him with
the recollection of pleafure ; his imagination,
dull and confufed, cannot wander from fcene
to {cene, and prefent, to the intelleGtual eye,
diftin& images of abfent or invifible objeéts ;
his fancy, cold and inert, cannot enrich him
with new ideas, nor kindle the glow of anima-

tion : The whole foul is difordéred, and all its
energy is fled,

Bur fhould we enquire of thofe who are
exempt from this total debility, whofe memo-
ries are ftill frefh, and whofe bodily organs ftill
pcrfomi their funtions, we fhall find but little
'to make us folicitous for longevity. Regret
embitters the paft, melancholy darkens the fu-

gure; they have experienced the folly of purfuit,

they
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they have experienced the emptinefls of poffef-
fion ; their chofen friends have dropped away
one after another, and left them lonely in -the
" midit of {fociety. New cuftoms have been
eftablithed, to which they are ftrangers; new
forms and attentions muft be ftudied, which
they cannot readily learn. 'The cafual vexations

of the hour grow up into ferious evils ; they

are diftrefled by the noife of the giddy, and ir-
ritated by the impertinence of the frivolous,
Nothing is perceived on which the weary {oul
fecurely réfls : They cannot flatter themfelves
with the profpet of diftant years, and thé hope
of many good things yet in ftore; the grave is
the immediate profpect before them, and a fu-
ture ftate their only hope.

WE may {ometimes, indeed, obierve a {ingu-
lar inftance of vigorous and cheerful old age,
A few there are, who enjoy the peculiar blefling
of ftrength of body and ferenity of mind, ata
period when their contemporaries are falling
into dejection and dotage. A few there are,
whofe corporeal and mental powers remain un-
impaired, like the wheels of a well-conftructed
engine, till they all fail together, and every
part ftops at once. But fo rare are - thele ex-

ceptions,
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ceptions, l‘,t‘hat they always-attract our admira-
tion as.fomething out of the common courfe of
nature, and will not, therefore, at all affect -
the general pofition, that life, protracted be-
yond a certain point, 1s infirmity and pain.

THis being admitted, we furely need not he..

"fitate to determine, that Barzillai anfwered
wifely; for, when he could no longer tafte what

he eat or what he drank, why fhould he feek to
partake-the luxuries of a royal table? When
he could no longer hear the voice of {inging
men or_of finging women, why fhould he en-
ter into the hall of mufic, and fit inattentive to
the lute and the {ong? The King would have
augmented the wealth of his {ervant, and ho-
noured him with titles of dignity ; but of what
ufe are riches to him, who cannot relith the
advantages which riches procure ¢ Or what
benefit can be derive from title and eminence, -
in whom the flame of ambition is extinguifhed?
The Gileadite, then, did furely well, in re-
figning thefe things to the young and the bufy,
and returning -in quiet to his own city.

Bur fome,; perhaps, will fay, why hath
not that good and gracious Being, who gave
us
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us the capacities of enjoyment, permitted them
to laft invariably till we drop into the tomb?
Why hath He, who is as kind and bountiful as
He is juft and powerful, marked our concluding
years with feeblencfs and folly, and damped the
ardour of the voung, by {hewing them, exem-
plified in their fathers, that length of days is
length of forrow? Let him, in whofe breaft
queftions like thefe may arife, recollect what

hath been {o often repeated, that we live here,
only that we may be fit to live hereafter; and to
the interefts of that futurity it would, doubt-
lefs, be highly prejudicial, were human life, in
compliance with our fond wifhes, no longer
mutable and vain.

Lzt us {uppofe that all thofe things, which
even now allure and charm us, were {ubftantial
and permanent; fhould we not feek them with
full greater avidity, and facrifice fill more
to obtain them? Would the feeble fenfe of
mora! re&titude, would even the incitements of
religion, be fufficient to reprefs the impulfe of
defire? Should we ever think of the #ight when
no man can work ¢ Should we ever learn to pre-
pare for judgment ? But now, fince we fee that
all around us is emptinefs and vanity ; that man

18
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is born to trouble, to labour, and to difguft
that the hour will foon overtake us, when 4/l
the daughters of mufick fball be brbugbt low, the
grafshopper be a burden, and defire fails* we are, |
in fome meafure, weaned from this vale of tears,
and induced to look forward to that abiding
home, where-grief, and langour, and imbecility
fhall ceafe, and perpetual ftrength, youth, and
Jjoy, accompany us to the end of time.

WE may further obferve, that as the gratifi-
cations we experience here, ‘are totally unlike
thofe we are to experience hereafter, it 1s highly
neceffary that we fhould lofe our relifh for what
is thus peculiar and local. The inheritance
which Curist prornlfes to his followers, 1s not

like the fenfual paradife of the Arabians, nor-
the elyfian fields of the Heathen: They who
~ {hall be welcomed with the happy title of good
and faithful fervants, are not to lie down on beds
of flowers, breathing aromatic gales, and in-
dulging their palates with delicious fruits, lulled
to flumber by falling waters, and awakened by
the warbling of birds. Thefe are earthly de-
lights, thefe are the pleafures of men; and may

* Ecclef. xii. 45,

N we
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we not then conclude, that to thele we are ren-
dered infenfible, even before we are called from
this globe, that the foul may be open to the re-

ception of felicity more pure, more durable,
and more exalted ? | -

Froy what hath been urged, the aged may
be led to remember, that they fhould decline
the feflivity of a crowded circle, and fly with
abhorrence from the haunts of vice. Nothing
can be more unnatural than a diffipated, nothing
more contemptible than an immoral old man.
If grev hairs be honourable when accompanied
with fobriety and goodnefs, they are a fhame
and a reproach when united with levity and
wickednefs. Truly deplorable is the condition
of him, who, after a youth of Intemperance
and fenfuality, feels the weaknels of age fteal-
ing upcn him, while his paffions remain im-
pure and vehement; who reviews his fins, not
with contrition that they have been committed,
but with recret that they can be committed
no more, and is thirfting to be vicious with-
out the power; who crawls to the grave a
fpectacle of wretchednefs and guilt, and {ees
it clofing over him while he is an alicn to
virtue and to Gop. Let all who have entered

into
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into the paths of unrighteoufnefs, ftop fhort
ere they advance too far, and be fedulous to re-
form ere reformation be hopelels.—Tbere is a
fin unto death.—Let thofe, who have numbered
many years, {ubdue their remaining defires,
compofe their minds by meditation and prayer,
and turn their thoughts and wifhes towards
that exiftence upon which they are juft entering.
With . them the night is far fpent, the day is at
band. But let them not withdraw from fociety
in moody dejection; they fhould rather retire
with content and cheerfulnefs, in the thought
that they have run their race, and fhall foon
obtain the invaluable prize; let them not relin-.

quifh the advantages of the world with tardy
unwillingnels ; they fhould rather throw them
afide with alacrity, as a man cafts away the®

toys and trifles of his childhood.

THe young may learn not to fet fo high a
value, as they generally do, upon the pleafures
of fenfe, and the diftinétions of fortune. While
their views arc extenfive, and their hopes ar-
dent, they will, in fome meafure, be occupied
by the objects that {urround them; it is natural,

it is reafonable that they fhould. As long as
| N 2 we
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we are mortals, we muft pay fome regard to the
concerns of mortals. Religion, when it aflures
us that @/l is wvexation of [pirit, does not exhort
the labourer to forfake the tillage of his field,
or the noble to degrade him{elt from his rank,-
and confume his days in the gloom of a cloifter.
Religion, when it requires us 20 pafs the time of
onr fojonritng bere in fear,* does not command
us to abjure all the innocent amufements of tem-
perate gaiety. It only entreats us not to pro-
vide, with fuch reftlefs folicitude, for the wants
of this fleeting abode, to the lofs of that glory
which fhall be revealed hereafter. Religion
{peaks as unto wife men ; it reminds us, that the
forrows and comforts of this varied ftage are
momentary, the punithments and rewards of a
future ftate, eternal; and appeals to our reafon,
whether it is not as much our intereft, as our
duty, to a2flain from flefbly lufts which war againft
the foul.t Were thefe things duly weighed by
thofe who are in the vigour of youth, they would
not purfue, with fuch eagernefs, what is thus
. prejudicial to their lafting repofe, and what,

“even here, their declining faculties will not long
“permit them to enjoy.

* 1 Peter i, 17, + I Peterii. 11,

SucH,
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Sucw, then, is the appointed. condition of
human kind. After many hours and years of’
care, they arrive at that feafon, when they grope
in the dark without light, and flagger like 4
drunken man® But when the miferies and bur-
dens of mortality are confidered, let us be
careful to diftinguifh the voice:of fober medi-
tation from the murmur of fullen difcontent.
The Difpofer of every thing here below, #s°
righteous in all bis ways, and boly in all bis works ;T
and it is as much our duty and our wifdom ‘to
blefs him for that which he denies, as for that
which he grants. - The Father of mercies and
God of all comforts is not .a doting parent who
gives from inconfiderate. fondnefs, nor an ar-.
bitrary ruler who .takes away from capricious
tyranny. He, and He only, difcerneth both time
and judgment, and to our wants and weaknefles
He proportions his juft and wife difpenfations.
He feourgeth every fon whom be receiveth 5 not
that he delights to inflict pain, but that we may
be partakers of bis holinefs.] Nothing is more
abfurd than to fuppofe, as is often fuppofed,
that he who declaims upon the vanity of life

and the emptinefs of enjoyment, declaims

! Job X, 2§, 4 Plalm exlv, 17, } Heb, xii. 30,

N 3 | againft
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againft the goodnefs of his Maker. To fay
that this is nor a flate of felicity, 15 only to fuy,
what no one will deny, that this globe is not
paradife, that earth is not heaven. Here we_
are ftrangers and {fojourners, not fixed and {fet-
tled inhabitants. As well nught the traveller
expect to find the road, through which he is
paffing to. his home, every where ftrewed with
flowers, {creened from the fun, and fheltered
from the rain, as man to find the path he now
treads uniformly pleafant. As well might the

failor hope to have the fea perpetually calm,
over which he fails to a diftant climate: the

wind may fometimes blow too roughly, and
tofs with violence his flender bark ; but without
that wind, which will occafionally ftir up the

tempeft, how can he be walted to the haven
whither he is bound?

ApversiTy is the portion of him fhat is born
of a woman ; but adverfity is furcly neceffary:
Yer, did we fieadily purfue the great end of
our being, how unimportant would all our {uf-
ferings appear! Is not this the moft fruitful
fource of vexation, difappointment, and bitter-
nefs of fpirit, that we are conflantly thirfting

and fearching for happinefs, in a place where
1f
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it never can be found? If, on this ftage of tur-
bulence and confufion, we are, for-the moft
part, eafy and tranquil, it is furely as much as
we thould reafonably expe&t. We can only be

abfolutely bappy, in the fociety of angels, and
in the prefence of Gop.

But though it be acknowledged that man is
{fubje® to many griefs which he can neither
- caufe nor cure, he may always find ample con-
{olation in this conviction, that wben be is tried,
be fhall recerve the crown of life.* Though he
be here the prey of debility and diffolution, he
fhall arife to decline and to die no more, Be-
yond all the changes of this mortal dwelling,
beyond the tomb which receives our corruptible
bodies, beyond the clouds and darknefs which
now overfhade us, may he who hath grown old
in piety direct his afpiring fight, The corpo-
real eye can indeed only range over the material
world, but the mental eye can pierce the ftarry
firmament, and explore thofe glorious reglons
which faith and hope difplay. Thither, where
no fatiety difgufts, let us wing our ardent wifhes,

* James i, 12.

N a and
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and lift up our hearts in grateful adoration to
that all-ruling Providence, which condudts us
through the vale of dimnefs and forrow, to the
manfion of light and happinefs. S



On the Kingdom of Heaven.



SERMON XII.

LuxE Xxil, 32.

FEAR NOT LITTLE FLOCK, FOR IT IS YOUR FATHER’S GOOP
PLEASURE TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM,

No one, capable of refletion, ever engaged
in any purfuit but with a view to the end.
The peafant breaks the clod, and {catters the

feed, that in due feafon he may reap the fruit;
the trader mixes in the fatigue and vexations of
bufinefs, that he may increafe his fubftance,
and provide a fund for the winter of age; the
frudent devotes his nights to meditation, and

his days to literary labour, explores the records
- of
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of antiquity, and the pages of modern {cience;
that he may ftore his mind with knowledge,
and raife himfelf to eminence. Nothing, per-
haps, 1s undertaken for the pleafure it affords

in itfelf, the effet it may produce is the leading
Iinducerment.,

But while we are attentive to the confe-
quence of our altions here, we forget the great
purpofe for which we were called into being.
Whereiore was man endowed with faculties fo
comprehenfive, and animated by a {pirit {ub-
lime and afpiring? Why was he placed upon a
ipacious globe, made f{uperior to the animal

creation, and furnithed with paffions to ftimy-
| late, and reafon to guide him? Surely not to
to1l tnrough fourfcore years, and then return
to the earth and perith: Surely not tg confine
his wifbes to the fading, unfatisfactory pleafures
of a day, and depart into everlafting darknefs,
with rthe melancholy conclufion that a// is vanity.
For higher views, for more fubftantial joys, for
nobler ends were his noftrils filled with the
breath of life. Inferior creatures were appointed
for his ule, to feed, to clothe, or to ferve him,
and, after a while, to be diffolved and to ap-

pear
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pear no more ; but the human race were formed
to live for ever: (Gop created man to be z'ﬁngzo}"l-

tal, and made bim 10 be an image of bis ows
elernity*

Our bleffed Lorp, who hath eftablifhed this
glorious conviction upon a fure and immove-
able foundation, exhorts his followers neither to
dread the perfecutioris of theéir adverfaries, nor
to be anxious for the advantages of the world.
Our prefent afflitions are tranfient, and even

our prefent happinels confiffeth not in abundance.
Why, then, fhould the threats of men alarm, or
the profpect of wealth allure? "The neceffaries
of food and raiment fhall be {upplied by Him
who diftributes plenty to the fowls of the air;
and for the reft, Fear not,—it is your Fathér’s

good pleafure o give you the kingdom.

L.eT us confider what is the nature of that
kingdom which is here promifed to the primi-
tive believers, and whether thofe who now eni-

brace the Gofpel, have any title to the fame
reward,

o Wifd- iii 231

His
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His firft difciples expected from Curist the
reftoration of that {fecular dominion, which the
Jewith tribes, in general, {o impatiently defired ;
and, 1n coﬁfequence of this aflurance, we find
the apoftles contending, upon different oc- -
cafions, who among them fhould be the greateft;
nor did they refign thefe hopes of beholding
their leader on the throne of David, and of
raifing themfelves to the fummit of earthly
grandeur, till long intercourfe with their divine
Mafter had taught them that his kingdom was
not of this world, and the renovation of their
hearts and affections had infpired them with
orighter expectations of an - inberitance incor-
ruptible and undefiled.  Long were they unwilling
to believe, that he who reftored the dead to life,
fhould himfelf be fubject to mortality, and that
his followers, like him, thould be defpifed and
rg’fé?fii of men ; but, at length, inftructed by
his precepts, and firengthened by his example,
they bore with patience the {corn and mockery
of their nation, the perfecutions of the Gentiles,
and the hatred of mankind; and, only attentive
to the joy that was fet before them, they welcomed
the {word, the ftake, and the crofs, regardlefs
of the torture, and defpifing the Paue.

No
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No Chriftians, therefore, muft look forward
to the diftinctions of mortal greatnefs as'the re-
ward of their obedience: The prize for which
they contend, is not prefent but future; the
crown to which they afpire, is not temporal but
éternal. They muft relinquith unlawful plej-
fures and ambitious - views; they muft endure
the miferies of this probationary ftate, and pafs

through the valley of the fbadow of death, before
they can arrive at the habitations of glory.

WhaaT thofe habitations are, the curiofity of
man may in vain endeavour to difcover ; though
almoft every people have indulged their fancy
in drawing loofe and imperfect fketches of the

invifible world. Some have reprefented the
manfion of the blefled, as a beautiful and fextile

oarden; while others have fuppofed that, in
paradife, every object they with to behold fhall
immediately prefent itfelf to their view. Such
conjectures, however, derive their origin from
nothing but the wild chimeras of vifionary
mortals: Even we, upon whom the light of re-
velation hath fhone, can determine nothing
with precifion concerning the peculiar felicity
of departed {pirits. Imagination may delight
herfelf with a thoufand 1dle fpeculations, but

o
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no eye can pierce that impenetrable veil, which
conceals the kingdom of heaven from the in-
habitants of earth. |

It hath, however, been generally believed, _
that, although the Deity is every where prefent,
and eflentially pervades the immeafurable uni-
verfe; yet there is one region in which he
more particularly dwells, and even vifibly ap-
pears on the throne of his glory, furrounded by
innumerable hofts of angels. To this bright
‘abode, 1t is afferted, the fouls of the wvirtuous
will be' conveyed, and continue, to all eternity,
employed in finging plalms of praife and ade-
ration to their Creator. This opinion {eems
well fupported by many texts of {cripture ; but
how far {uch paffages are to be literally under-
ftood, it were {urely vain to inquire.

SosE have conceived an idea, that when they
are freed from this corruptible body, they fhall
have liberty to range from planet to planet,
trace out the remoteft ftar, and explore the
whole circle of creation: That their facutes
will be thus continually enlarged, and that every
acquifition of knowledge will be an acquifition
‘of happinefs. But let it fuffice us to be con-

vinced,
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vinced, that wherever we may be fituated, or
however we may be employed, we fhall experi-

ence the fuluefs of joy. *

Tuere are fcarce any who do not footh
themfelves with the thought of meeting in
another world their former aflociates, and being
again united to thofe who were moft dear to
them on earth; whofe {ocial galety enlivened
the hours of leifure, and whofe tender endear-
ments alleviated the pains of ficknefs. So plea-
fing a perfuafion who would not wifh to in-
dulge? Yet we cannot {uppofe that, among
{pirits, a renewal of connexions can take place,
which were adapted to men; which were
formed by a fenfe of mutual wants and depen-
dence, and cemented by paffions that will here=
after be extinguithed : The children of this world
marry, and are given in marriage ; but they that
Shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world,

and the refurveftion from the dead, neither marry
nor are given in marriage.”

Turs does not, however, afford any ground
to affirm, that we fhall no more behold our

* Luke xX. 34, 35.

O | departed
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departed friends, but only that we cannot be
united to them in the {fame manner: Tbere are
celeflial bodies, and bodies lervefirial ; but as the
glory of the celefial is one, and the glory of the
terieftrial another, fo the fenf: ations of the ce~
leftial muft be totally different from the {en-
fations of the terreftrial. That which calls for
protection and fympathy from its {pecies, when
it is fowon in weaknefs, cannot need the fame fup-
port when 1t is razfed iin power.”

Yer without {fociety we can have no con-
ception of felicity ; a {olitary, muft always be a
miferable being; and we are exprefsly aflured,.
that the fouls of the righteous fhall be aftembled
together, and compofe an innumerable com-
pany: but what will be their particular em-
ployment, what connexions will be eftablifhed
among them, what remembrance they may have
of their former thoughts and adtions,-or In
what their happinefs will confiff, is totally un-
known, and probably will for ever remain un-
Ynown to mortal man. It is, indecd, moft
reafonable to conclude, that 1t never can be
revealed to man, unlefs he were endowed with

* ¥ Cor. xv. 43,

other
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other faculties, and his nature wholly changed.
He hath now no image.impreffed upon his mind
but what is derived from the ‘objecs around
him; no {enfation of delight which does not,
in fome meafure, owe 1ts power of gwmg plea-
fure to bodily organs no juft conception of a
{pirit divefted of corporeal fubftance: -How
then can Imaglnatlon paint thofe fcenes, of
which no eye hath beheld any kind of {imilitude 2
Or how can language defcribe thofe pleafures,
which are independent of all bodily fenfation,
and adapted to beings, of whofe nature we can
form no adequate idea?

- It hath been faid, that a clear revelation of
the kingdom of eternal light is refufed to man-
kind, becaufe the overpowering {plendour of
that abode would fo dazzle and abforb their
fenfes, that, to the concerns of life, they could
no longer attend: But furely it were {ufficient
to fay that it 75 not, becaufe it cannot be dif-
covered ; though the eye could fee, and the ear

hear, it were all in vain, while the heart could
not conceive. | |

SPECULATIONS, like thefe, may perhaps amufe
the inquirer who delights to wander in the wild

O 2 . regions
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regions of fancy, but can never difpel any de-
aree of that darknefs, which our prefent imper--
fection of intelleét renders wholly impervious.
And, indeed, what could be gained, were it
poffible to attain more precife ideas of the pe~-
culiar happinefs of immortals? We already
know, with certain affurance, that there 1s a
ftate of perfect blifs, though we know not in
what that blifs will confift; we know that there
is a kingdom of eternal glory, though the nature
of that glory we cannot afcertain. J

THE Almighty hath revealed all that was ne-
ceflary, and, perhaps, all that was poflible for
us to underftand. He hath declared, that the
general perfuafion of every people is not a vain
and flattering illufion ; that after death hath
fnatched us from this temporary dwelling, we
ihall enter upon another exiftence, not diverfi-
fied with hope and fear, grief and joy, but un-
changeably miferable, or unchangeably happy.

Tre moft firiking difference we can obferve
between the gratifications of the mortal and the
immortal ftate, is this: Here the delight we
experience confifts in purfuit: in the world of

{pirits it will confift in actual poffeffion.  All
that
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that now attracts defire and rouzes us to in-
duftry, affords little fatisfaltion when it is once
acquired; new objects perpetually appear; . one
after another is purfued with the fame unabated
eagernefs, till attainment renders the laft as in-
fipid ds the firft: Thus is the airy chace con-
tinued to the clofe of our days; we ftill imagine
that although we have been hitherto in fearch
of a phantom, we fhall at laft find the fubftance;
without recolleting that man is formed for
action, and that life 1s a burden to him who hath
not fomething conftantly in view to kindle ex-
pectation and frimulate diligence.  But, in the
new heavens and the new earth, no objelts of
competition will arife to excite our withes;
where there is no further prize to be gained,
there can be no conteft; where ‘there is no fa-
tiety, there can be no need of fucceffive changes ;
purfuit will ceafe in univerfal attainment, at-
tainment will fatisfy by conferring compleat
felicity. No mixture of evil fhall allay the good,
no dread of the future difturb the tranquillity
of the prefent; unmingled delight fhall occupy
the whole foul, and that Eielight {fhall be un-
alterable:and eternal.  'When thoufands of years.
are paft, and millions of ages have rolled away,
if there can then be any diftinction of time, the

O 3 glorious
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glorious thought will ftill recur, that though the
fun hath ceafed to fhine, and the ftars have
dropped from their orbits, though earth and
heaven have pafled away, yet the joys of- the
celeftial hierarc’y, like the word of the Al-
MIGHTY, {hall feel no change, fhall find no end.

Sucw is the kingdom which unerring Wii-
dom hath prepired.—But for whom is it pre-
pared ?—Did Curist promife this great in-
heritance only to that /iile Jiock which firft
heard the voice of the Shepherd ?—WNot unto
the:.. only, bu: unto all who live foberly, righte-
orfly, and gealy in this prefent world, looking for
that bleffed bope, and the glovions appearance of the
grezi Gob, aid onr Savienr JEsus.*

Tyt Deliverer of mankind came not to feek
and to fave an inconfiderable number. Heé {ent
not his apoftles bnly to the loft fheep of the
houfe of Ifrael, but commanded them to teach
all nations ; He is not the propitiation for our
{insalone, fut alfo for the fins of the whole world : ¢
Gob i5 m refpeiter of perfons ; bul in every nation,
e that feareth Him, and workelh r{gbi'gozg/'mj/&,- X

¥ Titus il 12, 13, $+ 1 John ii. 2.

accepled
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accepz‘ed with Him:* Heaven is not.the refi-
dence of one chofen people, one eletted race,

but of every kindred, and tongue, and people :1
" it is not the. abode of one fe& of believers, one
party of enthufiafts; but many fball come from the

eaft, and from the wefl, and fhall fit down with
Abrabam, L with the patriarchs. and the pro-

phets. Nor let us prefume to,{ay that the un-
inftructed, who never heard the name of CHRIsT,
{hall lofe the beneﬁt of his death and perlfh

through want -of knowledge- But this. we
know, and this is fufficient to influence our

lives, the children of difobedience /Ball e caft
oul. 1

Ir expulfion from the Divine p;efénce will
be the certain confequence of vice, who fhall
dare to be vicious? If happinefs, eternal hap-
pinefs, will be the fce:tain recompenfie of virtue,
who fhall neglect to be virtuous? Were he left
unaflifted and unprotected, man might fome-
times efleem his conqueft over fin and the
world as hopelefs and impoflible, and refign
himfelf a prey to comfortlefs defpair ; but there

* Adls x. 34. t Rev, v. 9.

t Matt. viii. 1I,

O 4 18
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Is a fecret arm to lead us through difficulty and

danger, to {upport us when we faint, and to
raife us when we fall.

TueN fear not little flock—Conducted by a

Saviour and Repeemer, how can we err?

Sheltered under the wings of OMNIPOTENCE,
what fhall we dread ? Suftained by the SpirIT

of TruTH, what fhall we not refolutely endure?
And infpired by the hope of immortality, what
fhall we not cheerfully retign? Who fball fepa-
rale us from the love of Curist, who hath given
us fuch great and precions promifes ¢ Shall tribu-
[ation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, oy naked-
#efs, or peril, or fwerd 2% Surely neicher the {uf-
ferings of the prefert hour, nor the terrour of
approaching evil, can thake the conftancy of
him, who confides in this cheering, this gracious
declaration: I #s your Father's good pleafure to
give you the ringaon.

* Rom, viii. 35.



On the Knowledge of our Hearts,

And our Proficiency wn the Faith.




e CORINTHIANS Xiil. §,

EXAMINE YOURSELVES WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH}
PROVE YOUR OWNSELVES, )

THE.Y who embrace the faith of CHRIST. are
well affured, that they can never obtain the in-
heritance which he promifed to his followers,
without much previous tribulation, earneft
affiduity, and ftri¢t {elf-denial. Even He,
the great founder of their religion, bumbled bim-
Jelf, and became obedient unto death, even the dealls

of the erofs* His apoftles. paffed through the
* Phil. i, 8, |

{fame
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fame fiery trial; in labours abundant, in firipes
above meafure, in prifons frequent, in deaths oft ;
in wearinefs, in painfuliefs, in walchings, in bunger
aiud thirfl, i cold and nakednefs.* And although
the difciples of Jesus, in thefe days of peﬁce and
profperity, are not called upon to undergo the
fufferings of the primitive martyrs, yet they are
all required to fake up the crofs and follow their
Mafter, by crucliying the flefh, with the af-

-F
g

—~— a_ A
jedtions and I2is. g

No rule was ever prefcribed more neceflary
towards the accomplifhment of this arduous
tafk, than the above injunction of St. Paul. If
we mean to walk as peifons profeffing godlinefs, it
1s {urely indifpenfibly requifite that we {hould
prove our ownfelves; that we fhould look into
our own bofoms, and fee how far our livés are
conformable to the laws of our holy calling.

Max 1s a free; rational agent, amenable for
his actions to the Being who made him; and
fince no lels than everlafting happinefs or
mifery will depend upon the account he fhall
render, he cannot furely be employed in any

® 2 Cor. 1. 23, 27 + Gal. v. 24.

. bufinefs
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~ bufinefs of fuch moment, as that of commun-
ing with his own heart, and afcertaining what
he may hope or fear. We know that we are
by nature inclined to ill, we know that we have
come fbort of the glory of Gop, and that, 7z many
things, all have offended; but till we minutely
{crutinize into our conduct, we can only lament
the finfulnefs of mankind in -general, without
correting our particular frailties. From others
we feldom obtain any material information :
A friend will rarely venture to remind you even
of the moft trivial mifconduct, or the fmalleft
failing: An enemy will probably diiclofe your
- follies and errors, but his accufation you will
confider as the effect only of malevolence. ‘The
minifter, whofe province it is to reprove the
vicious, can be acquainted with little, except in
very retired fituations, of the difpofitions of
thofe who hear him. We cannot now expe&
that a prophet will arife to warn and to reclaim,
and thew, as in a glafs, our imperfeions and
crimes. Each individual muft hold up to him-
{elf the mirror of refletion, and learn the bias
of his own mind by an impartial review of his
paft life: Confcience will then fupply the office

of the prophet, will accufe and judge, acquit
and condemn. YT,
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YrT, neceffary as it is, the examination of
our conduct is feldom undertaken, and the
knowledge of our hearts is faintly ftudied. To
penetrate into the thoughts and tempers of -
others, hath been even confidered as a {cience,
and cultivated with laborious application; pe--
culiar lines and characters of feature have been
traced with minute exaltnefs, and rules have
been laid down to difcover, by the exterior ap-
pearance, what is pafling in the recefles of the
{foul. But on themielves men are ever unwilling
to turn the eye of inquiry, left fomething fhould
be obferved {eated within, to cover them with
thame, and to four their enjoyments. Yet if
we neglect this ifﬂportant duty from the ap-
preheniion of difquietude, ‘do we not act as ab-
{urdly as the wounded man who refufes the
affiftance of a furgeon, becaufe the operation
may give him pain? We are befides {o abforbed
by our attention to the -cares and purfuits of the
world, that we find as little leifure as inclination
to weigh ourfelves in the balance: Thus
through folly, indolence, or vice, the greater

part of mankind remain deplorably 1gnorant of -
themfelves.

Ir



Serm. XIIL]  and our Prqﬁr:'erz.gyl*in the Faith, 207

Ir Nebuchadnezzar had fearched into- his
own breaft, he would never have exclaimed,
with that pride which ignorance alone could
dictate, Is not this great Babylon, that I bave built
Jor the boufe of the kingdom by the might of 1y

power, and for the bonour of my majefly? He was
infenfible of the dependent ftate of man, he was

infenfible of his own weaknefs and folly, and
- therefore a voice from heaven pronounced this
awful fentence: O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee
it is [poken; the kingdom is departed from itbee ;
and they fball drive thee from men, and thy dwelling
Shall be with the beafts of the field.¥*~The apoftles
were not conicious that they were influenced by
unworthy principles, when, in the warmth of

inconfiderate zeal, they called upon their Mafter
to command fire from heaven upon the village

which refufed to receive him: but he an{wered
them with this pointed reproof: Ze kuow not
what manner of /pirit ye are of.§

Withnout the ftricteft vigilance, our own
hearts, even though we are inclined to prove

them, perpetually deceive us; our actions, in-
deed, we remember, but the motives that de~

* Dan, iv. 32. t Luke ix. 5s.

termine
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termine thofe a&ions, often lurk in {fecret, and
we {carcely diftinguifh by what we have been
fwayed. The mifer, when he denies himfelf
the comforts which court his acceptance, mif-
takes his avarice for prudence, and knows not
that his foul is wholly engrofled by the fordid
madnefs of age. The proud man, when he
{purns the poor from his prefence, and turns,
with contempt, from mean extraction and in-
ferior ftation, imagines that fuch is the fuitable
demeanour of confcious dignity, and perceives
not that he is entirely governed by the haughti-
nefls of a low and illiberal fpirit, The revenge-
ful, while he purfues the man he hates from
place to place, often believes himfelf to be
actuated by a proper refentment, though in

truth, he is only impelled by the moft bitter
malevolence. The majority, in like manner,

{eldom difcover the chief {pring which directs
their conduct; of others they often form a cor-
rect judgment, but {carcely ever of themf{elves.

Ir then it be true, that very few are {enfible
of what paffes in their own bofoms, or trace
their prevailing propenfities-and paffions to their
fource, it will readily be granted that fhill fewer

examine whether they be in the fafth, 'The num-
ber
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ber of thofe is very inconfiderable who duly re-
flet upon their baptifmal vow, by which they
engaged conftantly to believe Gop’s holy word,
and obediently to keep his commandments ;

yet, on their performance of this covenant they
can alone rely for eternal life and glory.

It is time, therefore, for every one profefling
himfelf a Chriftian, and claiming the promifes
of redemption,- to afcertain his proficiency in
religion. That this great work may be per-
formed, he muft firft determine what is a true
and neceflary belief. To enter upon all the
~articles of Chriftianity, were far too copious a -

{ubject; {uffice it to confider, and that briefly,

thofe which are moft evident and effential.

Tue GospeL is the only rulé of faith; and
the faith which that prefcribes is a firm belief
in Gop, a conftant reliance upon his provi-
dence, and an immoveable confidence in his
promifes; an unlimited aflent to all the pre-

cepts and doctrines of his Son, and a fure truft
in the grace of the Hory SpiriT.

To believe in Gob is not'merely to acknow-
ledge his exiftence; a true faith includes his
P wifdom,
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wifdom, bis power, his juftice, and, in thort,
all s moral perfections. Have we this true
faith? We doubt not, indeed, that thereis a
Gop, and that he 1s wife and good; but are we
ever fenfible that, as all his ways were ditated
by wifdom and goodnefs, they are the fitteft and

beft adapted to our intereft of any thing that
could poflibly be devifed? Do we ever repine

at what appears a hard and unreafonable facri-
fice, and imagine that we are tempted above
what we are able to refift? Do we ever think
him {low to hear, or tardy to believe? Do we
ever wifhh his decrees reverfed, or his diftates
abolithed? If we entertain any of thefe deubts
or defires, we believe not in Gop; at leaft we
believe not his attributes : for if all his laws are
dictated by wifdom and goodnefs, how can the
propriety of any thing proceeding from Him,
however difficult or ebfcure it may appear to
us, be for a moment queftioned ? How can it
be {uppofed that, had we been left to act for
ourfelves, we could have framed a rule of life -
more pleafant and profitable, than that which
He hath eftablithed? If Gob be jutt, how can

we think any facrifice unreafonable which he
demands, or any temptation irrefiftible which
he requires us to {ubduc? An arbitrary tyrant,

indeed,
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indeed, may exaét impoflibilities, but an equi-
table governor will expet no more from his
fubjects than they are well able to perform. = If
Gop be jufi, how can he be flow to hear? The
unrighteous judge 1s only to be moved by
wearying him with repeated application, or by
melting him with bribes; but the upright, even
among men, attends to the cry of thofe who
call upon him, and deals out juftice to the op-
prefled without any recompenfe. If Gop be
bounteous and compaffionate, how can He be
negligent to relieve? The prieft and the levite
may pafs by without regarding the wounded
travellér, but there will fometimes be found a
pitying {tranger to pour oil into his wounds;
and fhall we {uppofe that the ArLi-MErRCIFUL 1S
lefs attentive to the afflicted than man? If Gop
be righteous and holy, how can we with his de-
crees reverfed? Of the ftatutes of human in-
{titution, formed in error and warped by preju-
dice, we may impatiently defire the repeal;
they may eftablifh injuftice, and arm with au-
thority the hand of oppreffion; they may {pare
the wide pofleflions of the wealthy, while they
grind to nothing the little fubftance of the poor;
they may Infringe the natural rights of indivi-

duals, and ftrike at the welfare of a community ;

P but
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but the ftatutes of Him who is holy, juft, and
true, can only tend to eftablifh holinefs, juftice,
and truth. In fthort, whatever may be our de-
fires, whatever may be our reafonings, 1t 1s part
of cur faith to be convinced, that, fince every
thing which exifts, exifts by the power of Gop,

and every thing that we perceive in the moral,
as well as in the natural world, is caufed or per-

mitted by Him, every thing is exaltly as it fhould
“be. Ifatanytime we do not believe this, we,
in effect, do not believe in Gop.

A coxsTANT reliance upon his providence
{feems to be the certain effect of this rational
belief; yet many good men were undetermined
in their opinions concerning the particular in-
terierence of Heaven, till the Gofpel put this
beyond all difpute; for it might be argued, that
the ALMIGHTY, having placed mankind in a
world where every thing abounded for their
comfort and nourifhment, and having endowed
them with reafon, which, if properly attended
to, would make them happy, had left them to
their own guidance, and no longer regarded the
affairs of human life, except on fome peculiar
and great occafions. Such an opinion might
be firengthened by refleting on the immea-

furable
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{furable diftance between the Creator and the
created, the greatnefs of Gop, the infignificancy
of man, and the folly and littlenefs of his words
and works all the days of bis vain life, which be
Jpendeth as a fhadow.* 'To this might be added
the oblervation, that there is no vifible inter- .
ference, all things appearing as if left to the
courfe of nature, and the confequence of cer-
tain laws and properties, fixed and given to
matter at the beginning. What was thus ob-
{cure to the eye of reafon, is clear to the eye of
Faith ; fince the Son of the Hicuest declared,
that even the moft common and inconfiderable
birds, which were of fo little worth, that they
were fold for the fmalleft picce of coin, fell not
to the ground but with the knowledge and per-
miffion of Him who made them. 1If then He
thus regards the fowls of the air, fhall he not
much more watch over the {ons of thofe whom
He formed after his own image, and deftined
for immortality? Have we an entire reliance
upon this his providence? Do we not confide
too mich on our own ftrength, or in our own-
prudence? Do we not, in our afflictions, look
fo men, rather than to Gop, for {upport, and

* Ecclel, vi, 12,

;, | P3 depénd
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depend more on the protetion of the wealthy,
than on the Rock or Acis? Do we not {ome-
times exclaim, with the prefumption of igno-
rance, fo-morrow we will go into fuch a cily, and
continue there a year, and buy and fell, and get
gain?* 1f we thus rely upon the vigour of our
own arm, ana the wif{dom of our own councils,

if we call upon wman that fball die, and the fon of
man that withereib as the grafs, if we leek not

the aid of Heaven 1n all our undertakings, we

cannot be faid to put our truft in Gob.

Tut promifes made by the Gofpel, are im-
mortality and unending {felicity, to thofe who

believe and obey. That we fhall live hereafter
we are the tfore inconteftably convinced; but

from fuch a conviction, there are certain con-
fequences naturally refulting, for which, per-
haps, we may fearch in vain. An eternity of
happinefs is {o infinitely bevond any thing we
could hose for ; unmingled joy 15 {fo unfpeakably
beyond any thing that we can experience here,
even though all the pleafures of all the fenfes
could be felt at once, that fuch a profpet muft
furely bear down every oppofition, and induce

® James iv. 13.

4 rational
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~a ration1l creature to {acrifice all earthly de-
lighs, that he may obtain {o great and glorious
a blefling. Have thefe promifes {uch an effect
upon us? Do we fet the inberitance of the [aints
always before our eyes, and make it an anchor of
the foul in every ditrefs? Do we renounce all
the bidden things of difbonefly, the pomp of am-
bition, and the hoards of avarice, and feck above
all toings the kingdom of Goo and bis rightesu/-
nefs 2 1f we do this, we cananfwer, we firmly
believe ; but if this world hath more hold upon
our hearts than the hopes of futurity, we can-
not truly fay, that we have an immoveable
confidence in the promifes of Gop.

Havine thus reviewed our faith in the Fa-

THER, We are next to examine our abfolute de-

pendance upon the Sown, and our truft in the
Hovy SpirirT. |

WrEN many, offended at the do&rine of
Curist, withdrew themfelves from the number

of his difciples, He thus addreffed his chofen
apoftles: Will ye alfo go away@ But Peter re-
plied, Lord, 1o whom fhall we go @ Thou baft the
words of eternal life.  He was thoroughly con-
vinced that they could repair to no other guide,
and that no means remained of obtainirig {al-
| Py vation,
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vation, but by attending to the words which
the Messian delivered. On natural religion we
cannot depend, for we have tranfgrefled the
rules it prefcribed. To the Jewifh inftitution
we cannot fly, for the law having a fbadow of
good things to come, and not the very image of the
things, can never, with thofe facrifices which they
offered year by year comtinnally, make the comers
thevennio perfedt.* But what natural religion
could not difcover, the Gofpel hath difplayed,
and cchar the law conld not do, in that it was
veak through the flefb, the Gofpel hath per-
formed ; Gop having fent his So~ in the like-
nefs of man, and for fin, condemned fin in the
Fefb,T ibat the righteoufnefs of 1he law, and the
precepts of nmatural religion, might be fulfilled in
2/l who confide in Jesus.—To us, and to all
who believe and obey, there 1s 2 Saviour which
7s Curist the Lord; and to depend on any~
cther, i1s to lean upon the broken reed, and,
iike the rebellious houfe of Iirael, to hold z co-
venant with death, to make lies our refuge, and
to hide ouifeives under falfebood. .

Every Chriftian muft depart from iniquity
but left his feeble efforts fhould prove inefs

* H:b. x. L. + Rom. viii. 3.

fectual,
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fetual, he is animated by the Comforter from
above. 'The SpiriT, proceeding from the Fa~
THER and the Son, fanctifies our corrupt nature,’
and difpofes us both 70 will and 10 do. To faith,

he gives firmnefs; to piety, ardour; to every
virtue, ftrength and etficacy. He fuftains the

weak, confirms the wavering, enlightens the
ignorant, and perfects the good. He fupports

us under all the perils of our Chriftian race, and
sives us vigour to reach the goal and obtain the

incorruptible prize. In what manner the Holy
Ghoft operates, or how our fouls are cleanfed by
his infpiration, we know not; but this we know,

that they who afk his aid fball receive, they who
feek, fhall find Him.

Tuus are we affifted by an invifible Power;
but we are only affifted : the AcMicHTY does
not compel men to be virtuous, and draw them
from evil without any ftruggle of their own;
He does not perform all, and leave his creatures
to do nothing; we, on our part, muft ftrive
againft {in, and make ufe of every means which

reafon or religion can prefcribe, to put off the
old man with bis deeds.*

* Col, iil. 9.

AGAINST
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Acainst a faith like this, which dire@ly
tends to make us virtuous and happy, who can
poflibly object?—Yet objections have been
made. A crucified RepeeMER, to fome mo-
dern cavillers, as well as formerly to the Jews
and Greeks, hath been ¢ flumbling block, and
fuslifbmefs.  Yet they who now oppofe us, are
free from the peculiar prejudices of Ifrael ; they
have no {uperftitious reverence for external
rites, nor any blind veneration for a prior infti-
tution: like the ancient heathen, therefore, they
muft be puffed up with the vanity of falfe phi-
lofophy, and think to explore the works of
OnxNiscience by the faint ray of a glimmering
taper. Is it the part of a wife man to deny all
- that he cannot comprehend? Shall we {ay that
any doltrine is not agreeable to the attributes
of the Detty, becaufe we cannot difcover what
the angels in vain defire o look into? As well
might a child attempt to reafon upon the laws
and government of a mighty empire, as man
to account for the -purpofes of Heaven. Shall
we, who can {carcely boaft {ufficient difcern-
ment to inveftisate the plaineft effects of nature,
fhall we pretend to infpect the {ecret {prings
that guide the univerfe, and decide concerning
what is fit or unfit for the ALMIGHTY to ac-

complifh?
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complifh? With the fame prefumption we
might think to raife an edifice to heaven, and

force a paffage into the realms of {pirits.

Bu thofe parts of the New Teftament, which
are hard to be underflood, are not the great rocks
of offence at which fo many {tumble and fall.
The world in general would be well contented
to belirve, were nothing clfe required ; but they
cannot {ubmit to that renovation of heart, and
that ftri&t integrity. of life, which muft be the
confequent fruits of their faith, Were it only
written on the banners of Chriftianity, There is
0w 1o condemnation to ithem that are in CHRIST
Jesus, all would eagetly flock to her ftandard ;
but the apoftle hath been careful to add, wbhe
walk not after tbe flefb, but after the [pirit.* This
is what the adverfary cannot endure. He tells
you, perhaps, that his reafon will not let him
embrace the religion of Jesus; but look nar-
rowly into his bofom, and you will commonly
{ee that his ambition, his avarice, his {enfuality,
put themfelves in battle array againft the law
that would deftroy them; like the legion of
devils, they have taken poffeflion of the body,
and will not {uffer the holy One to enter. Were

* Rom, viii. I, [
tiie
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the minifters of the Gofpel to hold this lan-
guage, “ Come unto me, ye that riot 1n licen-
« tioufnefls, and know, that as the Saviour.
““ died for vour fins, and was raifed for your
“ quftification, you may ftill continue in your
““ Inlquities; for to you no {in will be imﬁuted,
“ even though you remain the flaves of vice;’™
were thefe our tenets, doubtlefs the temples of
Gop would be crowded with believers, and all
would prefs to be received within the pale -of
that church which made fuch bold and ample
promifes. But we dare not flatter thofe with
any hope who are conformed o this world, and;
wnile they affeCt to puf on the Lorp Jesus

Curist, ftill perfift in making provifion for the
s

Every prejudice that impedes the reception
of Revelation, originates in the depravity of
our nature, the pride of fancied knowledge, and
the mental darknefs which now furrounds us.

To thofe, however, who with a confcience void
of offence, advance towards that Sun of Righ-

teoulnefs which 1lluminates the world, Carist
will be found 7be prwer of Gop aud the wifdom of
Gop; and while the proud and the contentious,
throushy their boalted wifdom, know not the

ALMIGHTY,
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Armicarty, and rejet his difpenfation, they
who believe, by what their enemies may call
the fooliffnefs of preaching, {hall lay hold on the
promifes of Jesus, who of Gop is made unto us

wifdom and righteonfuefs, faniiification and re-
demption.*

Tue law which we endeavour to propagate,
comes not recommended by the arts and em-
bellithments of man; it is not {upported, like
the precepts of philofophy, merely by its native
worth and beauty; it is not prefcribed by the
legiflature, for the better regulation of govern-
ment; it is not built upon the authority of
fynods and councils, nor ordained by the church
of England or the church of Rome; but en-
joined by a Power which none can difpute.
From the Fountain of knowledge and goodnefs
it proceeds, by the Lord of heaven and earth it

is commanded ; be, therefore, that defpifeth, de-
[pifeth not man, but Gob.T

Sixce {uch at leaft are its pretenfions, fhall
any of us neglect to try the evidences of the

Gofpel? and if we are convinced that its origin

* 1 Cor. 1. 30. 1 1 Thefi, iv, 8.
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is divine, fhall we 2 moment delay to examine
whether we are guided by this unerring rule?
We cannot {uiely difbelieve ; we dare not furely
difobey.

K ye, then, your cwnfelves? Are ye mals
ters of your own hearts, and perceive ye that
Jesvs CHRIST 75 1 you, except ye be veprobates ?
Are ve ready to recelve the words of truth, and
eager to obey the call of grace? Happy is the
man who can juftly declare that he 1s a Chriftian
in dred, as well as in-wame.  Let no one be dif-
couraged by the uneafinefs he may feel upon
{elf-examination, nor defift through fluggifh
indolence, or hopelefs defpondency: Though
the heart be found ccrrupt and fenfual, the grace
of Gop can pervade and cleanfe it from all 1m-
purtiy; the Spirit of Holinefs can change this
whitened fepulchre, full of all uncleannefs, 1nto
a pure temple, enlightened with celeflial glory.



On the Death of the Pious.




SERMON XIV.

PREACHED ON THE DEATH OF A FRIEND.

. !

——— — -___—___—__._——___‘__-—_-1_-—-—:-:—.#-—-

REvELATIONS XIV. I3

F

I HEARD A VOICE FROM HERAVEN, SAYING UNTO ME, WRITE,
BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD FROM
HENCEFORTH: YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY

REST FROM THEIR LABOURSj; AND THEIR WORKS DO
FOLLOW THEM,

AMIDST the numerous calamities of human
life, nothing can afford fubftantial repofe, but

the expectation of . immortality. While the
profpe& is gay and unclouded, and all that we
behold combines to foothe and delight the
mind, we feek no other fatisfation but what
refults from the objelts immediately before us,
nor think of the gloom which may foon involve
the fkies, and change the prefent lively {cene
into cheerlefs melancholy, But when every

Q. thing
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thing we fee tends only to remind us of forrow,
when all 1s dark and dreary, and the world hath
loft its artraltions, we naturally turn to fome-
thing beyond the world, and fly for fupport and
confolation to the afylum of Religion, Nor
to her do we fly in vain. In the hour of
terrour, Religion adminifters courage; in the
day of diftrefs, fhe gives relief; in the time of
perfecution, fhe arms with patience ; and at the
moment of diffolution, infpires with hope. In
the ear of the dying, fhe breathes this joyful

declaration, Bleffed are the dead which die in the
Lord!

Tuis chapter of the Apocalypfe affords a
{triking and {ublime reprefentation of the glory
which attends the true difciples of CurisT, and
the punifhments inflicted upon thofe who wor-
fbip the beafi and bis image. While the evan-
gelift was i the fpirit, and beheld his Re-
pseMeR {tanding upon Mount Sion, accompa-
nied by the faints who had bis Falber's nane
written on their forebeads, a voice was heard, as
the voice of many waters, and as lhe vorce of a
great thunder, and the {ound of barpers tunmng

thetr barps ; and :icy fung, as it were, 4 W
Jong Eefure the thyone; and uo man could learn ihal

Jong,
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Jfong, but they which were redeemed from the earth.

Thefe glorified beings were the {pirits of men
who had never yielded to the dominion of fin,
but followed the commandments of their Pro-
phet and Saviour. 1Iu their mouth was found no
guile, for they are without jfanlt before the throne
of Gop. For fuch as thefe is that manfion re-
ferved, which no mortal eye can ever explore ;
to fuch as thefe are the titles given of called, and
chofen, and faithful ; whofe life is pure, whole
death 1s tr.:lnquil_, and whofe refurrection is glo-
rious. But, unhappily, there are {ome who
muft drink of that wine of the wrath of Gob,
which is poured out, without mixture, into the cup
of bis z'ﬂdz:g?zcztfo;z; whofe life 1s guiltinefs, whofe
death is terrour, and whofe refurrection is a re-
{urrection to mifery.

IT hath been demanded by thofe who wifh
to penetrate into the great ichemes of Provi-
dence, wherefore it comes to pafs that {o little
diftinGtion is made between the undeferving
and the meritorious, and why the ungodly thould
fometimes flouri{h, while the pious fink-in ob-
fcurity, or pine in forrow. Hherefore do the
wicked live, become old, yea are mighly in power ¢
Their boufes are [afe from fear, neither is the

Q.2 o
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rod of GOD wpon them.* But the time of their
profperity and exultation is fhort; for though
they riot in the profufion of luxury, and give
law to a train of dependants, though the mul-
titude bows 1in reverence as they pafs, and the
{fong of feftivity re-echoes from their dwellings,
yet 2 a moment they go down to the grave.t
Like the fleeting exhalations of the night, they

blaze for a {eafon, and then are loft in darknefs;
while the holy man, though he lies down in the

fame duft with the profane and the fenfual, and
- leaves his body, like them, a prey to corrup-
tion, awakes not, like them, to the voice of
condemnation, but rifes to behold and to be
happy with his Gob.

WE dare make the appeal to any one, young
or old, wife or unlearned, whether he can doubt
this awful truth, that after death cometh the
judgment. Reafon tells us that imiquity merits
pumifhment ; reafon tells us that Gop is juft.
‘We {ee, indeed, that fenience againft the wicked
/s ot executed [peedily ; but can we think that
the hour of trial will not, at laft, arrive? We
{ee, perhaps, a virtuous individual ftruggling
with difhiculty, deprefled by the infolence of

* Job xxi, 9. + 1bid xxi. 13,

pride,
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pride; or crufhed by the weight of power; and
do we not believe that his fufferings will be re-
compenfed, and -his piety crowned with long
felicity ? If Reafon were filent, Revelation hath
left us no room to hefitate. We all have heard
that voice from Heaven, which proclaimed cone
fufion and wo to the difobedient, peace and
joy to the righteous.

In death the Chniftan refls from bis labours.—
He hath no longer to contend with the world ;
to refift the feductions of pleafure, and fubdue
the cravings of ambition; to arm againft the
machinations of Satan, and the treachery and
injuftice of man. The fhield of faith he needs
no more; the {word of the Spirit hath per-
formed its work; his warfare is concluded, and
victory 1s obtained.  Life, without a reference
to futurity, will ever continue to be painful and
oppreflive. Much toil and anxiety does the
belt man undergo while he paffes from infancy
to old age. In youth, perhaps, he is difap-
pointed in his earlieft expedations; deceived in
~ his friendfhips by too open and unfufpecting a
_temper ; ridiculed by the vicicus, and betrayed
by the hypocrltlml labouring tirough the pe- |

riod of manhood to procure a {carity provifion,

O 3 S and
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and daily obierving the cruel, the avaricious, and
the felfi(h, raifing themfielves to eminence, while
he remains unnoticed and unknown. To a va-
riety of ill we all are liable ; to the arrows of
pefiilence, and the {troke of accident; to the
inares of fraud, and the fting of unkindnefs.
Some lingering diftemper may prey upon the
body, banifh fleep from the eyes, and joy from
the heart; fome unexpected misfortune may
involve us in trouble, confume our fubftance,
and reduce us to penury : For precarious is the
tenure on which all earthly pofleflions are held,
and numberlefs are the avenues that lead to
ruin. The connexions we form for our eafeand
happinefs, will fometimes prove the fources of
difquietude and grief. Thofe whom we have
too haftily chofen for our neareft affociates, may
be untradtable, gloomy, or contentious; we may
e involved, unwarily, in domeftick broils, and
our home may be rendered difgufting and weari-
fome. Children, the greatefl comfort to de-
chning years, wken'they are docile and well-
difpofed, .nay be obftinate and vicious, and
bring the grey hairs of the parent with {orrow
to the grave. From thefe fublunary cares, from
publick and private evil, from the anguifh of
difappointed hope, the pangs of difeafe, the ca-

lamities
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lamities of poverty, and all the numberlefs
vexations of the world, the child of affliction is
releafed by death. Death at once breaks every
yoke, and frees us from every burden. The
{pirit of man, while confined in the body, is as
the bird imprifonéd in the net of the fowler;
death loofens the cords, and the joyful captive
efcapes to his native fkies.

In the tomb the wicked ceafe from troubling,
and the weary be at veft 3* 1n that abode of in-
{enfibility we efcape perfecution, and ceafe to
be perplexed-with our vain labours ; but fome-
thing better than mere ceffation from fatigue,
“or exemption from peril, awaits thofe who di¢ in
the Lord, for when the trumpet fhall Jound, and
the dead fhall be vaifed, their works follow them.
Before the great tribunal of Gob, the good
deeds of the faithful thall plead their caufe, and
the mercy of the HicnesT fhall accept and re-
ward them,

Or the great day of retribution this folemn
defcription hath been given by that evangelift,
to whom were revealed in vifions the myfteries

* Job iii. 17.

Q 4 of
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of Heaven: [ faw the dead, JSmall and great,
 fland before Gop, and the books were opened :

aiid another book was opened, which is the book of
life : and ihe dead were judged out of thofe things -
which were writlen in the books.—And the fea
gave up the dead which were in 1t 5 and death and
bell delivered up the dead which were in them

and ihey were judged, every man, according to their

and thought it loft? Behold, now is the time
arrived, in which it 1s found with large increafe.
Haft thou diftributed to the wants of the necef-
fitous ? haft thou protected the helplefs, {uf-
tained the weak, raifed the humble? The hour
is come, when all thy good works fhall be ac-
knowledged. Haft thou patiently endured the
oppreflion of the great? haft thou laboured in
thy vocation with diligence and cheerfulnefs ?
haft thou ftudied to promote the welfare of thofe
with whom thou haft been connected? haft
thou been thankful to thy unfeen benefactor for
all thou haft enjoyed, and defpifed not his
chaftifement when trouble hath aflailed thee ?
If thou canft anfwer well, blefled art thou,
Jaithful fervant ! blefled above thy conception ;
~ for behold the boly city delcending from Heaven

* Rev. xx, I2, 130

to
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to receive the jult, and prepared as a bride adorned
for ber bufband ; and hear the voice of Infinite

Goodnefs declaring that He will dwell with them,
and zbey fball be bis people ; that He will wipe all
tears from their eyes, and banifh forrow, pain, and
death, from their dwellings.  He that overcometh
fhall inberit all things; I will be bis Gop, and be
fhall be my for* What heart can remain unaf-
fe®ed at the profpett of a change like this?
From perpetual toil to conftant repofe, from
frequent mifery to unceafing joy, from the valley
of the fhadow of death to the prefence of the
Armicury!—Well, then, might the Spirit pro-
nounce thofe blefled who die in the faith of Jsus,
and in obedience to his laws, fince thus they reft

from all their labours, and.their works follow
them to the throne of Gonb,

Since fuch are the promifes of an immutable
CREATOR, fhall any one be found fo hardy as te
“affirm that there’is no refurretion of the dead?.
Shall any individual now declare, like the mii-
ouided Sadducee of old, that there is no future
recompen{e to ftimulate our diligence in holi-
nefs, and that man and beaft have one common
end - \Vﬁpre fuch a ffufpi"c"f'id}lm"can be enter-

¥ Rev. xxi 7,

tained,
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tained, virtue, and peace, and comfort are no
more. But our faith Is too well grounded to
permit the fhadow of a doubt ; our confidence
in the witneffes, who followed their Mafter
through danger, perfecuticn, and death, 1s too
firm to be fhaken by the crafty arts of thofe
who &7 the pit for our fouls.  Upon us the
fubtile infinuations of every enemy can have no
power ; we know tnat as furely as by man came
death, by tian came alfo the refuriedfion of the

rered E

LI B

YT {fome objector may arife, as in the days
of the apofile, and demand, How 1s ths refur-
rection performed ? How are the dead vaifed up,
and- with what fody do 1hey come 27 1o which
we anfwer, they are raifed by that fupreme
Power, who formed them in the beginning ;
and furely he who could create, with the fame
eafe can reitore: They will come with that
bodv which 1t fhall pleafe their Maker to be-
ftow; not, indeed, with that corruptible fleth
we now inhabit, for fle/b and blood cannot inberit
the kingdoin of Gop; neither doth corrupiion inberit
iﬁfﬁ?‘?’ﬂﬁf&?s.i We are {ufhciently convinced,
that it will not refemble the material {fubftance

* 1 Cor. xV. 21, + Ibid, xv. 33. i Ibid. xv, s0.

of
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of an animal ; but what it will relemble, we can
never determine.: Noris it at all requifite that
we thould. It is fown a natural body, it 1s raifed
a fpiritual body : This may furely {uffice usto
know, without minutely and vainly enquiring
concerning the particles of which it fhall be
compofed. Upon this aflurance we may fe-
curely reft, that, as we bave borne the image of

ihe earthy, fo fball we alfo bear the image of the
heavenly.

TuaT we may die in the Lord, let us live ac-
cording to his will ; let us live as rational be-
ings, as true Chriftians, as candidates for a
glorious immortality.  Let us fhew that we
are fenfible our life is but a vapour, not by
the gloom of our countenance, or the dejection
of our {pirits, but by the fteadinefs of our vir-

tue, and our contempt for the fleeting gratifica-
tions of the world. Let us fthew that we are

confcious our works follow us, not by loading
the altar with the {plendid offerings of fuper-
{tition, or by the pointed difplay of oftentatious
liberality, but by the facrifice of 2 meek and
quiet {pirit, and the conftant exertions of feel-
ing benevolence. We want no additional in-
citement, we need no fafer guide—~Heaven is

the
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the mark to which we prefs forward ; the Gofpel
1s the light to conduct us on our way.

Froy the book of falvation, therefore, learn
the true wifdom: It is ever open to your fearch ;
confider it, bevirtuous, and be happy. Try
every action of your lives by the rules of that
admirable, that perfect law. Expel from your
hearts every inclination to torbidden pleafure ;
cultivate every thing that is generous and praife-
worthy : So {hall the grace of Gop {upport, and
lead vou to the grave 1n peace: loved by you?
brethren while you live, lamented when you de-
part, and crowned with felicity unipeakable
when you are called from the tomb. |

Ir, upon this occafion, any recent 1inftance
of piety and goodnefs thould recur to your me-
mory ; 1f you have known among you one, who,
in the ftation allotted him, performed the fo-
cial duties of a man, and the facred ofhices of a
Chri.an, with alacrity and reverence, e jfol-
letwers of him, as he was of CurisT. Review
every part of his conduct which may redound
to his honour and your improvement; and if
fome errour or cafual impropriety can be dif-
covered, avoid it in your own practice, but do

not
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not envioufly difplay it to the {fight of others,

The moft fhining examples - cannot be without

defects; but where defects are {o few; let them

be as {pots in the fun, which are wholly loft in

the brightnefs of the luminary. Obferve him

with a mind enlightened by knowledge, yet not

elated with the vanity of learning ; endowed by

nature with confiderable abilities, which he had

cultivated with laborious application, {fee him
willingly fubmitting to the drudgery of common

avocations, and mixing in friendly intercourfe

with thofe, whofe employments and habits of
life precluded them from intellectual attain-

ments: Nor can this be efteemed a trivial com-

mendarion, fince it hath been remarked by one

of the beft men, and the firft moral writer of
the prefent age, that “a voluntary defcent from

““ the dignity of {cience is, perhaps, one of the

« hardeft leffons humility can teach.”

BuT let not that part of his charatter be un-
noticed which all may imitate, his purity of
morals and warmth of piety. Let thofe little
circumf{tances be remembered that gave tefti-
mony to his domeftick virtues ; and laft of all,
regard his more than philofophick patience, his
Chriftian fortitude, during the repeated attacks

of
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of a flow, but fatal difeafe. That firm prin- |
ciple of religion, which made no f{tir or pre-
tenfions in the ordinary concerns of the world,
which was not perpetually in his mouth, but
rooted 1n his heart, that principle could make
him cheerful in the hour of ficknefs and pain,
and recetve that {iroke with placid refignation,
from which mankind in general would fly with
terrour. Can we confider the clofe of a life
like this, without ftedfaftly refolving to live as
fe lived, that we may die as he died?
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- SERMON XV, -

|

BLOW YE THE TRUMPET IN SION, AND SOUND AN ALARM
IN MY HOLY MOUNTAINj; LET ALL THE INHABITANTS
OF THE LAND TREMBLE, FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD
COMETH, FOR IT IS NIGH AT HAND,

THE follies and vices of other men are fo

open to obfervation, that they are at once dif~
tinguithed in their full magnitude, while our

own are beheld as through a dim glafs; they
are faintly and imperfe@tly defcried, if not
totally hid from our fight. “ Let me heal
“ thee of thine infirmity,” is perpetually the

language of mankind to their brethren, though
R at
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at .ne fame time a dileafc as virulent preys upon
him, who would undertake the cure of his
neighbour.

Whex the covetous man hears the impre-
cations and implety of the profane, he exclaims
againft the wickednefs of the age, and, like the
Pharifee, pretends to be thankful that be does
not take the name of his Gop in vain; yet at
that very inftant fhould a wretched objet {o-
licit his compaffion, and-afk a morfel of bread
to fatisfy the wants of nature, he repulies the
fuppliant with indignation, and complains that
he is perpetually affailed with the clamour of
poverty; forgetting that the fame Gop, who
declared, by Moles, He would not hold bijm
ouiltlefs that thould take bis name in vain, faid
alfo, by his Son, giwe 10 bim that afketh thee, and
Sfiom Dim that wonld borvow of thee tirn thou wof

aToav.*

Wiurn the extortioner beholds the drunkard
impairing his-fortune, his health, and his under-
ftanding, or fees the adulterer laying {chemes to
feduce and betray, he atks them 1f they have

* Matt. v, 42.

any
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any fenfe of religion, and departs, in abhor-
rence of thesr crimes, to wring irom the hands
of the cottager the little he hath gained by
tedious labour, or to purfue the debtor to the
utmoft extremity of the law, and take the coat
from him that hath no other covering ; not con-
fidering that the fame Father of all, who com-
manded us to live foberly and righteonfly, hath
allured us that he will delsvei 1o 1he fai;f;zéﬁtér&
that hard and unfeeling creditor, who (hall

feize his fellow-fervant by the throat, 4,4 rigo-
roully exact the utterinoft farihing.

Wity the fame felf-partiality do we often
expicfs our aftonithment, that, after the' many
gracioﬁs calls of their Jeuovan to repentance,
after the prophets had {o repeatedly cried out
in their ftreets, reprefented in the livelieflt co-
lours the folly of their conduct, and threatencd
them with fo many and fuch fevere judgments,
after all thele incitements to wumendment, we
wonder that the Jews fhould remain infentible,
and itill merit the title, {o often given them, of
an ohftinate and rebellious people.  Yet 1f the
queftion were put to us, whether we have not,
like them, {hut our cars 1o convittion, and dif-

regarded the ordinances of (:oD what could wr
R 2 antwor
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anfwer? We muft furely confefs that we have
fimned againft the Lorp, though a greater than
Mofes hath given usalaw of falvation; we muft
furely acknowledge, that we have not Zeen con-
verted and bealed, though a greater than Ifaiah
hath caufed bis glorious woice to be beard. Too
many of us, who bear the name of Chriftians,
ftill continue refolutely impenitent, or indo-
lently carelefs, though the Messian himfelf
hath called us unto holinefs. -

THE prophet Joel was commiffioned by the
Difpofer of Nations, to &low the trumpet in Zion,
and proclaim to its inhabitants the deftruction
which they had brought upon their country by
their vices and idolatry. A fwarm of noxious
infects, as a mighty army, was to devour the
fruits of the earth, and convert their pleafant
vales into a defolate wildernels. Hear this ye
old men, and give ear all ye inbabitants of the Jand,
awake ye drunkards and weep, for a naiion is come
up, firong and without number. Nor was this
the only wifitation with which they were me-
naced: Their infpired writers had foretold that
war {hould go hand in hand with famine, and
that their {ons and daughters thould be wan-
dercrs and captives. Well, then, might the

3 tribes
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tribes of Hrael be called upon to tremble, for the
{pirit of the Lord was departing from their
race: That powerful arm, which had led them
through every peril, was about to direft the
fword of their enemy, and that mighty voice,

which had infpired them with ardour, was now
to fpread an alarm through the ‘holy mountain,

and to fill them with confufion and difmay.

THe prophets who fpoke to the defcendants
of Abraham, fpeak likewife to us: Whether

we are ever to apprehend fuch a temporal pu-
nifhment as that which fell upon the Jewith
nation, 1t were needlefs to determine, fince the

Sox of Gop hath appeared to warn the wicked
of a deftruction more fatal, a wo more terrible.

Tren furely it is neceffary for every preacher
of righteoulnefs to cry alond, and fpare not, to
lift up his voice like a trumpet, to fbew the people

their tranfgreffion, and the houfe of Facob their
Jin*,—that thofe who are vicious may fear and

be reclaimed, that thofe who are heedlefs may
attend and be earneft to work out theirfalvation;
and that thofe who have trimmed their lamps,

* Iaiah lviii, 1,

R 3 and
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and prepared for the reception of the bride-

goom, may fHll wwatch, that when the Lord

cmrz’b and knocxeth, they inay open to him inme-
-hlr fZ'l't-

By the peculiar impatience with which re-
proof is heard, 1t {eems evident that-of all things
it 15’ the moft hateful to be reminded of our
faults. Remonftrance, however it may be con-
veyed, is generally unwelcome ; chiefly, per-
haps, becaufe it infers a degree of fuperiority
in the monitor, to which the pride of human
nature cannot willingly fubmit. But though
fome excufe could be allowed for our ixfeaknefs,
when a fellow creature fteps forth to queftion
and to chide us, vet we might furely hear with
patience when cur Maker condefcends to reafon
with us, and fubmiffiv cly bow the neck to that
rod of correction, which is held out by the hand
of the AryicuTty. The fick man thankfully
receives the medicine, however naufeous, which
his phyfician p“._.fcumes and the wounded en-
dures the moft painful operation, if he 1s affured

by the fkilful that it 1s requifite for his recovery ;
bu:_ we throw aiide with difguft the medicine

* Luke xii. 35,

which
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which is held out to us by. the Phyfician of the
{oul, and fhrink from the prabe which wou]d
{earch the heart.-

WHeN Amos declared that the Lord would
rife againft the houfe .of . Jeroboam with the
{word, Amaziah, the prieft of Bethel, and the
creature of the Kking, accufed ‘the holy. man of
confpiring againft his fovereign, and complained
that zhe land .was not. able 10 bear all bis words.
O thou feer, {aid the corrupt prieft, go, flec thee
away into the land of Fudab, and there eat bread
and propbefy there; bul propbefy mot. again .any
-~ -gnore at Bethel ;. for it 15 the king’s chapel, and il
15 the king's court.*  Yet.Amos {pake not upon
his own authority : I was no prophet, he replied,
but an berdman ; and the 1LoRD faid unto.me; Go,
prophefy unte my people {frael.—In the {fame man-
ner is the inftructor, who . would remind us of
our duty, repulfed by the proud and the un-
godly; yet the faints and martyrs whe have in-
vited us to repentance, preach not themfelves, but
Curist Jesus the Lorbp.t - It is not.man who
takes upon him to remonftrate with the finner;
It 1s not man who rcaches out his hand to guide

' Amos vil. I1, 13, 1 2 Cor, iv. §.

R 4 | us
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us from the errour of our ways, and lead us into
the paths of wifdom: Itis not the creature,
{ubject to the fame paffions and foibles with
ourfelves, who reproaches us with ingratitude
and folly, but the ETERNAL and ALLMERCIFUL.
Gop fpeaks by the mouth of men. The Ruler
of the ftorm, the Governor of the heavens,
calls to us by the voice of His prophets, and
addrefles Himfelf to the clay he animated, by
the pen of His apoftle: For /o, He that formeth
the mountains and creaieth the wind, declareth unio
man what is His thought ; that maketh ibe morning
darknefs, and ireadeth npon the bigh places of the
earth, the Lorp, Zhe Gop or Hosts, 75 bis
naine* It is He who hath a controverfy wiib
His people; 1t is He who deigns to plead with
Ifrael; it is He who threatens in mercy, and
proclaims the day of vengeance at hand, that
we may turn and repent, and offend no more.

YEeT can the unrighteous believe this? We
fhall at firft, perhaps, be led to {ufpect, that
they who tranfgrefs the law of holinefs, cannot
think that its origin 1s divine ; we fhall imagine

¥ Amos iv. I3.

that

*
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that they who refufe to hearken, muft efteem
the facred oracles as grofs forgeries, which
claim authority that was never conferred, and
which promife rewards and threaten punifh-
ments for actions that are alike indifferent to
the Lord of creation. For who would dare to
contemn the precepts of the beft and greateft
of Beings, and incur the difpleafure of Hiw,
at whole prefence 2be bills melt like wax, and
the frame of nature is convulied? of Him, who
reads every {ecret thought which cafually arifes
in the mind, (as plainly as though it were en-
graved on monuments of brafls, and whofe
power to deftroy is irrefiftible as the peftilence
that walketh in darknefs ¢ Oblerve the offender
whofe mouth is full of curfing and bitternefs,
who 1s perpetually blafpheming the name in
which he was baptized, and profaning the or-
dinances of Him by whom he lives; can he be-
lieve that Gop thus {pake by the mouth of
Mofes, e fhall not fwear by my name falfely,
neither fhalt thow profane the name of thy Gon?*
Regard the man who 1s lying in wait for his
adverfary, eager to revenge an infult which was
given in the heat of anger, or in the oppofition

& Lc"itl Ii!. IZ-

of
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of jarring interefts; who hath treafured up the
hope of vengeance, as a mifer his ftore, and fed
his malice, like the unrelenting favage, with
the expeltation of {hedding blood; can he be-
. lieve that with the [ame meafure be meles it fhall
be meafured 1o bim again, and that be fhall have
gudgment withont mercy, that hath fhewed no
mercy$ ¥  Mark him who hath given a free
rein to his vices, and made, as it were, a cove-
nant with impurity ; his appetites are to him.as
a law which muft be invariably obeyed ;. he
breaks through the obligations of fociety, and
deftroys the peace of individuals, rather than
lofe bis fbaie of voluptuonfue/s. He faith in- his
heart, flolen waters are fweet, and bread ealen 1ir
feciet is pleafant ;1 and he lurks about 1n the
twilight like a robber, that -he. may enter un-
{een into the houfe of the adultrels. - He furely
knoweth not that there is an eye to obferve,
though all mankind fhould fleep; he {urely
cannot believe that the voice of in{piration hath
declared, tbey who walk after the flefb, in the luf?
of uncleannefs, fhall utterly peitfb in their own cor-
ruption.y.  In fhort, wherever we furvey depra-
vity, we fhall {hil be inclined to {uppofe, that

* Jemes ii, 13. t Prov. iz. 17. ; 2 Peter ii. 12.

the



%

SERM, XV.:] On the Day of the Lord. ‘251
the writings of the prophets and apoftles dre
confidered ‘as fables, and the idea of a day of

judgment; ‘as the dream of -folly, or the in-
vention of fraud.

Anp yet, notwithftanding infatuated mortals
appear unbelievers by their ations) you will
find, upon more diligent inquiry, that a very
inconfidefable ' number are really what they
feem. So powerful, foincontrovertibleare the
evidences of religion, that even among the moft
fenfual and debauched, you will perceive but
few who “are infidels at heart.  While they feel
the vigour of health, and no profpect of m-
‘mediate danger is before them, their belief may-
be faid to {lumber; but vifit them with fome
{udden calamity, and their faith will revive;
et them feel the terrour of approaching'dif-
‘{olution, and you will hear the tongue that never
called upon the name of Jesus, except inhor-
“rid imprecations, acknowledging his authority, .
and imploring his mercy.—But I will:make the
‘appeal to the heart of every finner, whetHer, in
fpite of all the cavils of the adverfary, and the
“allurements of vice, in {pite of every objection
“that can be urged againft' revelation, affifted by
his love of pleafure, and his defire of being

freed
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freed from the reftraints of morality, whether
he can ever erafe from his mind the expectation
of that day of retribution, for which the Gofpel
warns him to prepare? What a reproach then
do they bring upon themielves by their negli-
gence and folly, in acting {o oppofite to the
precepts of their faith, as to make it appear that
they have caft away the word of reconcihation,
and abandoned themfelves wholly to infidelity
and atheifm! What muft be the confequence
of fuch prepofterous conduét? Our Lord will
furely confider thofe as aliens and adverfaries,
who deny Him before men, by fhewing that
his commandments have no influence upon

their lives. To refufe to 6bey, is to refule to
acknowledge Him.

IT is faid, and with great appearance of
realon, rhat nothing but the remotenefs of the
rewards and punifhments of another world could
prevent them from having that effe¢t upon our
condudt, which they {o juftly claim. Prefent
pleafure {miles before us, and the joys of fururity
are forgotten; immediate gain lies within our
reach, and the treafures of heaven are unre-
garded. But {hall we not remember that the
delights of eternity never cloy, and that the

riches
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riches of the kingdom of Gob neither moth nor
ruft can corrupt 2 Or if 1t fhould yet be faid that,
ftill, though complete and unfading, they are
diftant objects of attention, let us afk, What is
the period which muft elapfe before we can ob-
tain them? Muft thoufands and thoufands of
years intervene; muft millions of ages roll
{lowly away? On the contrary, the kingdom of
Heaven is at band.—Do we not know that the
utmoft extent of human exiftence is but a {pan?
Do we not know that whatever may be our
. power, whatever may be our wealth, whatever
our capacities and means of enjoyment, eur
bodies muft {peedily decay, and return to the
duft from whence they came? Whether life be
a {cene of pleafure or pain, the curtain muft
foon drop, and the gay machinery at once va-
nith. Darknefs and death are approaching, and -
death will be {ucceeded by judgment.: Then
wo to them who now put far away the evil day,
and caufe the feat of vislence to come near; who lie
upon beds of rvory, and flveich themfelves upon tbeir
conches, and chant 1o the found of the viol.*—Ifthe
wretch be finking with confufion and afiright,
who {tands, as a culprit, in the courts of juftice,

* Amos vi. 3, 4.

what
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what muft be the perturbation of zbeir minds,
who, fully fenfible of their enormities, are 1um-
moned by the trumpet to amwer at the tribunal

of Gop? The mortal judge may be deceived,
the evidence may be infufficient, and the law

evaded ; but who fhall deceive Hin whofe eye
reads the {foul 7 What fhall evade the perfe(ft law
of holinefs > Nor power, nor art can erafe from
the book of life thole evil deeds, which have
been recorded by angels, and feen by Gon.

Ws are foon alarmed at tr1v1al evil, and
fwift to efcape from tempoml mifery: Why
thould we be carelefs and fecure only when we
have moft occafion to fear, and neglect to arm
againft that hour of terrour when the fun and
moon fhall be dark, and the flars withdraw therr
fbimng 2*—T1Then let all ive inbabitants of 1be land
tremble, while the apprehenfion of danger can
urge them to repentance, and Zmriz unto the
Lord with weeping and prayer, ere to weep and
to pray be too late.—When the angel hath /b7u/
it the fickle, and the barvef? of the eaith 15 ripe, 1t
will be vain to feek the RepeeMEr: 1t will be
vain to fly from /b2 Jupce, for ibough they dig

* Joel ii. 1cC.

1110
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int bell, thence. fball mine band take them; though

they. climb up to Hmwn thence. will I bring z‘bfm
&w?z. | -

. Tione fince bath the Suz of righteoufnefs arifen
1o be a light 1o the Gentiles, and the glory of Ifrael.
A Meffiah was foretold, a Mefliah hath -ap-
peared; redemption was promifed, redemption
hath been accomplithed. The Spirit hath de-
{cended from:above to enlighten the hearts of
his chofen .people;. and preach - the sverlafing
Gofpel to the -inhabitants. of ‘the world. . The
name of Jrsus ‘hath been :declared ; we: have
been invited -to répent, to be converted, and
faved. If ‘the: expectation of reward be in<
effetual, let the dread of . punifhment reclaim
us, and let .each findividual_*co,nﬁdt_ir himfelf as
particularly.addreffed by that warning angel,
whe thus exclaimed in the midft” of Heaven:
Fear Gob.and give glory to Him, fbr the bour qf
“bis judgment.1s come.§

To the man who attentively regards the great
doCtrines of Chriftianity, who weighs the dif-
ference between the prefent and the futyre, and,

* Amos ix. 2. + Rev, xiv, 7.

beholds,
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beholds, in the mirror of Hope, that glorious
inheritance which is prepared for the faithful;
to the man who truly and firmly believes, what
are all the pleafures of fenfe, the glitter of
wealth, or the diftinctions of greatnefs? What
is the vain toll and buftle of the world to him,
who reflelts on that day when the Lord fball arife
10 fbake terribly the earih, and all the polithed
works of man, which the labour of uniting
millions hath completed, fhall be cruthed in 3
moment? when cities and empires, lands and
feas, fhall ruth confufedly together, and the vaft
theatre of nature pafs away, as the meteor which
{weeps through the air, and 1s {een no more?
Thefe are not the flights of fancy, or the dreams

of enthufialm; thefe are not the piCtures ofa
poetical imagination, or the wild chimeras of a

diftempered brain: Tbe beavens fball be dif-
Sfolved, and the elements fball melt with fervent
beat.* The Lorp Jesus fball be revealed from
Beaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire.t
This 15 the f{olemn declaration of that Bring,
whofe hands have formed, {uftained, and will
at laft, deftroy the mighty mals: Be wife now,
toerefore, O ye kings! be inflruiZed, ye judges of

® 2 Pereriii, 13, + 2 Thefl. 1. 7.

the
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the earth!* Prepare, by a life of undiffembled
piety, for that awful period, when, at the voice
of the AcMiGHTY, the graves fhall yield up
their dead, all nations and languages fhall ftand
before his throne, the books be opened, and
every one judged according 1o his works. Attend
to the call of prophets and apoftles, of faints and
martyrs, of Him, who is 2be way, the truth, and
the life, that hereafter ye may hear thefe joyful
founds: Bebold the tabernacle of Gop is with

men—and there fhall be no more death, nor forrow,
nor pain, for the former things are paffed away.t

* Pfal.it. 10, * Rev. xxi, 4.
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SERMON XVI.

-

PRroV. XXiv, 21,

MY SONy FEAR THOU THE LORD AND THE KING, AND MED-
DLE NOT WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN TO CHANGE.

MANKIND may be confidered in a twofold
capacity ; as creatures placed by Providence
in this world to fulfil the duties of their various

ftations and employments, and as {pirits de-
figned for a more exalted dwelling, with fa-

culties and means of enjoyment of which’ we
can form at prefent no clear and diflin& no-
~tions.  But however enlarged our powers may
hereafter be, and however different the occu-
. pations and purfuits of this life and the life

S 3 everlafling,
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everlafting, yet the characters of a human be-
ing and an immortal {pirit are by no means
oppofite or diffimilar. The juft made perfeét
are only men with more comprehenfive facul-
ties, more exalted virtue, purified from all
mortal frailties, and exempted from every temp-
tation to evil. A good man, -therefore, while
he is bufied in the duties of his ftation, is not
only well employed with refpeét to this world,
but is qualifying himfelf for a {uperior office in
the world to come. The loyal fubje&,' the up-
right citizen, the pious Chriftian, while he ob-
tains the applaufe of men, and feels that fatis-
taction of mind which always {prings from the
conicioufnefs of doing well, has the fuperior
delight of refletting, that while he is contri-
buting to the welfare of his fellow creatures he
1s infuring the falvation of his own {oul.

Ix the words of the text may be comprized
ail the duties we owe to Gop, and to the go-
vernment under which we live.—My Jfon, fear
thon the Lord and the King ;—to this the wife man
adds a caution not to fuffer ourfelves to be
overborne by the open violence, or feduced by
the fecret infinuations and devices of thofe who
are enemies to religion, or to the authority of

the
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the civil magiftrate—and meddle not with them
that are given o change. |

It is my'intention, firt, to confider what is
the duty we oiwe to GopemDMy firi, fear thou the
Lord.—Secondly, the reverence we ought to pay
to him, in whofe hands authority is lodgeds
fear thou the Lord and the King.~—And, thirdly,
why we fhould be upon our guard againft in-
novators in religion or difturbers of government
—and meddle not with them that are given to change.

- Tuar fear of Gop which the wife man means
to inculcate, and which every created. being
ought to feel, has in it nothing of that flavifh
dread and terrour which is excited by the idea
of an arbitrary and unfeeling mafter : God is
love.~He had no other purpofe in creating us
but to make us happy, and all his laws, all his
difpenfations,. all his prohibitions are direGed
to that end. ‘The divine nature hath been
grofsly mifreprefented by thofe enthufiafts,
who have earneftly endeavoured to propagate
the dodtrines of predeftination and ele&ion.—
Their four minds and narrow prejudices have
formed the picture of a partial and unjuft ty-
rant, 'md while they defcribe their Maker as

S 4 having
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having pre-ordained a certain number to falva-
tion, and configned all others to perdition, be-
fore they were born, and confequently before
they were capable of committing any fin; while
thefe blind guides thus paint theGop of Heaven,
they fhew their deplorable ignorance of the
plaineft principles of juftice and equity, and
of the rrue nature of that gracious Being, whole
tender mercies are over all his works. The
fear which a reafonable creature fhould enter-
tain, confifts ina deep reverence for Him who
is the {fupreme Lord of the univerfe; an entire
fubmiffion to 475 will, whofe judgments are true
and righteous altogether; and an unfhaken con-
fidence in that Providence, which canfeth all
things to work ¥ogetber jor good to them lhat fear

Gop. True religion does not infpire any {en-
timents of our Maker, but fuch as incline us to

honour him, to worfhip him, to truft in him,
and to obey him; and every thing that repre-
fents him 1n a different light from that in which
the gofpel difplays him, as the father of mercies
aind 1he God of all comfort, is but the artifice of
fraud, or the dream of {uperilition.

Lzt us therefore fhew our fear of Gop by
conforming our lives to his precepts ; dread-

ll'lg
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ing to difpleafe him, as the dutiful child dreads
to difpleafe an indulgent and bountiful father.
They, indeed, who offend of malicions wickednefs,
and prefer the oppreflive dominion of fin, to the
mild government of the i‘ighteoﬁs Lord, have
reafon for a very different fear, that fearful ex-
pelJation of judgment and jiery indignation which
Jball devour the adverfary; but every fincere
Chriftian who endeavours to obferve the com-
mandments of his mafter, and 0 walk worthy. of
the vocalion wherewith be is called, may rely on
the goodnefs of his Creator, for the forgivenefs
of thole trefpafles into which he is-undefignedly
betrayed by the frailty of his mortal nature;

for. there is mercy with thee, and therefore fbalt
thou be feared.

WE are next to confider the obediénce we
fhould pay to.the goverriment under which we
live. The King is the chief magiftrate, ap-
pointed by Providence to that ftation, not for
his own peculiar gratification, but for the ge-
neral welfare of the community : Lef every fou!
be fubjelt to the bigher Powers, for there is no
power but of Gob ; the Powers that be are or-
aatned of Gop.* In this paflage 1t is exgreﬁsl}

* Rem. xiil. I.

aflerted,
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afferted, that Princes reign by the appointment
or permiffion of divine Providence; and in the
following verfe, all refiftance on the part of the
fubject feems to be forbidden, whofoever there-
Sore vefificth the power, refifleth the ordinance of
Gop. "

BrT this cannot be underftood as prohibiting
all oppofition to defpotic and tyrannic rulers.
Nature, which is but another name for Gop,
has 1mplanted in our hearts an abhorrence of
oppreflion, and given us courage to affert thofe
undoubted rights, of which no earthly Prince
can with juftice deprive us. But though we
may refift the abufe of power, every man is not
therefore allowed to fland up in oppofition to
lawful authority, becaufe he fancies a govern-
ment may be impraved.

It would be tedious, and perhaps improper
in this place, to enter upon political difquifi-
fions, and 1t may be {ufficient for my prefent
purpofe to remind you, that no man is en-
couraged by the Golpel of Christ, lightly to
fet up for a reformer of governments. Our
Saviour himf<lf paid every mark of refpect and
{fubmiifion to thofe who fat in the feat of power.

He
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He gave tribute for himfelf and Petef, and his
apoftle writes, [ exhort, therefore, that firft of all,
Supplications, prayers, interceffions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men; for Kings and all that
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godline[s and bonefly.* Noris
. the fear enjoined us towards Kings a flavi/b fear,
for vulers ave not a tevrour to good works, but to
the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of inve
power € do that which 1s g&ad, and thou fhall bave
praife of the fame ; for be is the minifter of Gob
10 thee for good. But if thou do that which is
evil, be afraid ; far he beareth not the fword in
vain : for be is the minifier of Gop; a ‘re‘venger
10 execute wrath upon bim that doeth evil.  Where~
fore we muft needs be fubject, not only for wrath
but alfo for confeience fake.  For, for this canfe pay
we tribute alfo, for 1hey are (Gov’s mintflers, at-
tending continually upon this very thing. Render
therefore to all their dues ; tribute to whom tvibute -

is due, cuftom to whom cuflom, fear to whom fear,
~ honour to whom bononr.f

~ Tuirpry, we are to confider why we fhould
be upon our guard againft innovators in religion,
or difturbers of government.

* 1 Tim, il X, 2. - Rom, xiii, 2, &e.

In
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In the firft place the charatter of thofe who
are given to change, is commonly fuch as does
not entitle them to much attention. He who

is eager to overturn what has been long efta-

blithed, 1s ufually influenced either by the pride
of fancied k_nowledgc ; or by a reftlefs and dii_'-
contented fpirit, impatient of reftraint, and dif-
daining fubjection ; or by motives of felf intereft,

e

and ‘h()pe of bettering his own condition.
!

WE may often obferve a man who has ac-
quired fome degree of knowledge, though, per-
haps, by no means eminently confpicuous for
brightnefs of parts or extent of learning, 1ma-
gine that he is able to difcover great defects in
laws, inftitutions, and governments : fuch a one»
in the confidence of his own ingenuity, will be
very forward to condemn whatever may not
agree with his own ideas, and will take fome
pains to perfuade others, that what has long
been held in veneration, his fagacity has difco-
vered to be unworthy of regard,

A wmav of a reftlefs and difcontented temper,
finding himfelf uneafy in his prefent fituation,
is defirous of change. Perhaps he may deceive
himfelf a5 well as others, and believe that thofe

faults
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faults really exift in fyftems of religion or . go-
vernment, which in fact are only in his own
diftempered fancy. Men of this chara&er, too,
who are the greateft declaimers againft oppref-
fion and tyranny while they are under the-con-
troul of others, commonly prove the greateft
- oppreflors and tyrants if #hey ever obtain power ;;
and thofe'who make the loudeft outcries for li-
berty for themfelves, will generally allow the
leatt of it to others.

Tue third and the moft numerous clafs of
reformers are thofe who are incited by felf-in-
tereft.  They who have little or nothing to lofe,
imagine they cannot be the worfe for any
chhange, and are commonly ready to encourage
feditions and tumults, in the hope of fharing
fome part of the plunder.

A~p now, what 1s the change for which thefe
men wifh, and which they endeavour to per-
{uade others to feck? With refpect to religion,
{ome, though at prefent in this country they do
not openly declare themfelves, are endeavouring
to fap the very foundations of all religion and
morality ; while others only talk of reforming
thofe abufes which have crept into the national

church.
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church. The firft clafs of thefe men may, I
think, very juftly be called the general enemies
of mankind; {ince they would remove thofe
barriers which can alone oppofe our appetites
and paffions, and would deprive us of thofe
hopes which can alone {upport us in forrow and
calamity. What will they fubftitute in the
place of that {yftem of morality which is deli-
vered in the Golpel of Jesus Carist? What
prop will they offer to the defpifed and the
miferable, when they have taught them'to
deny the Lord, 7be Rock of ages? What prof-
- pect will they open to the fick and dying, when
they have robbed them of the hope of an 7n-
beritance incorrupiible, undefiled, and that fadeth
st away, referved in beaven? Surely {fuch fe-
ducers muft have diftempered heads, as well
"as corrupt hearts; and the minds of thofe men
muft be infatuated, who can give ear to fuch

gloomy and fatal doctrines, as would deprive
them of faith, of hope, and of morals.

Bur the greater part of thofe who are given
fo change, do not aim at abolithing all 1deas of
religion ; they talk only of reformation: They
complain of the corruptions which have crept
1nto, the Church and State; and though they

i

arc
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are eager to correct what they call abufes, they
profefs their attachment in general to the laws
and religion of their country. But what is the
reformation they fo loudly demand? Do they
pretend to difcover that the faults of our go-
verhment wholly deftroy our temporal liberty, |
peace, and profperity, or that the errors of
our church will be fatal to our eternal falvation?
—This they can hardly aflert—Their quarrel
is not with effentials, but with things in them-
felves trivial and unimportant. 'Théy are of-
fended, perhaps, at the furplice worn by our
priefts, at"the decorations of our churches, at
the repetition of a ftudied form of prayer, at -
the government of the church by. bifhops, -at
the {ubfcription or interpretation given to va-
rious articles of religion; and many- other
things of the fame kind, which have little of
nothing to do with the great end and defign of
Chriftianity, the practice of virtue and true
holinefs. Nor are their objections to our civil
government, though too numerous to be here
repeated, of much more weight. The great
outcry is, that we have not {ufficient liberty;
but has not every man liberty to worfhip Gop
in the manner moft agreeable to his confcience?

_—~Is
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—Is 1t not in the power of every man, by in<
duftry, frugality, and temperance,- virtues en-
joined by the Gofpel, to procure the neceflaries, -
and many of the comforts of hife? May not
every one connect himfelf in marriage accord-
ing to his inclinations? May not every one
choofe fuch an employmént or calling as is moft
agreeable to himfelf, or to his neareft friends?
Is not the property of every one as fecure from
fraud or force as laws can make it? And is not -
the perfon of the pooreft among us as facred
and fecure as that of the moft exalted ? Does
not juftice pronounce the fentence of death on
the murderer of the beggar, as well as on the
murderer of the Prince ?

IT is tnie there is a very great difference in
the fortunes and fituations of men. Some are
born to the poffeflion of extenfive eftates and
hereditary honours, while othérs are compelled
to labour for a {canty and -precarious mainte-
nance. DBut this inequality of conditions has
ever exifted in all ages, and muft f1ill continue
in all countries of the world, and under every
form of government. The earth muft be tilled

by fome whofe neceffities compel them to la-
bour H
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bour ; manufatures and trade muft be carried
on by thofe who are exempted from the fatigues
~of the hufbandman; while others muft be em-
ployed in cultivating their minds for the ge-
neral good, in forming laws, diftributing juf-
tice, and managing the concerns and interef(ts
of nations. Equality is a word which has been
artfully made ufe of, and is indeed well calcu-
lated to take hold of the lower clafles of men,
“and incite them to difcontent and infurrection
but equality, in the proper fenfe of the word,
cannot exift in any ftate; it is equally:incon-
fiftent with the condition of mankind and the
decrees of*Providence.

S5T. Paul’s réafoning is exactly applicable to
this point :—The body is not one member, but many.
If the foot fball fay, becaufe I am not the band, I
am ot of the body, 1s 1t therefore not of the body @
And if the ear fball fay, becanfe I am not the eye
1 amn not of the body, is it therefere not of the body ?
If the peafant fhall fay, becaufe I am not the
Loric’:l‘ of the {oil, I have no fhare in the political
body, or if the manufacturer fhall fay, becaufe

I have no part in the direction of public affairs,
I am no part of the community, i1s not their

T complaint’
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‘complait as vnjuft as that of the members?
If the whole bsdy were un eye, where were the
bearing € If the whole were bearing, woere were
ibe fmelling 2° So, 1n the political body, 1if the
‘whole were governors, where were the governed ?
f all men were free from labour, how would the
fruits of the earth be produced ?—But now hath
Gob /[et the members every one of 1hem in the body as
1t hath pizafed bim.  And if 1bey were all one mesn-
ter, where were 1he body 2 But nsw are they many
memkbers, vei Ent one bedy ; 1o now are there many
ranks and degrees of men, . yet but one general

community. Axd 1he eye cannot fay unio ihe

band, I Fave ns need of thee ; wor the bead to the
feet, I bave uo need of you: {o neither can the
labourer fay to his emplover, 1 have no need of
thee, nor the merchant to the Prince, 1 have no
need of thee.—Nay, much more thafe members of
the bedy, which feem 1o be more feeble, are neceffary.
—Fi Gop bath tempered them: together—Iihat
there fhorld e wo [ebifin (or divilion) iu tke body,
Lt thai the members fhounld bave the fame cave one
For ensiber ; and <chetber ome  member Juffer,
I ihe members [ufer with it or one men-
Fer Fe bsnouved, all the members rejoice wwilh

it.®
¥ a
* 1 Cor. xil. 14, &c.

LeT
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- LeT us not, then, by grafping at fore fan-
cied good, hazard our real happinefs. Change
-is at all times dangerous, efpecially when. it is
to be accomplithed by violence.. But as this
fubject is, in this place, to be confidered only
as it is connected with our religious duty, I |
{hall forbear to enter into any further examina-
tion of thofe principles which have of late been
{o induftrioufly propagated, but which have
been refuted or difregarded by the good fenfe
and integrity of the nation at large. 1 fhould,
however, have confidered myfelf as wanting to
my duty, 1f I had neglected to remind you, that
this fentence was written for the admonition of
fucceeding times, by an infpired prophet and
the wifeft of mankind—My fon, fear thou the
Lord and the King, and meddle not with them
that are given to change. Remember, too, that
the words with which I conclude are not the
injunétion of a crafty politician, prompted by
a minifter of ftate, but an holy apoftle, in{pired
by the Spirit of the Lord : Submit yourfelves to
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake ; whe-
ther it be 1o the King as fupreme, or unto governoys
as unlo ihem that are fent by bim, for the psz/b-
ment of evil doers, and for the praife of them

| thal
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that do well.  As free and not ufing your liderty
for a cloak of malicionfuefs, out as the fervants of
Gobp. Houour all wnen, love the brotherbood, fear

Gob, hsuour the King* |

* 1 Peter, 2d chap. v. I3-—I7.

FINIS.
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