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PREFACE.

N the firft edition of this difcourfe I ad-" !
d drefled myfelf to Prefbyterians, Baptifts, i
|
i

and every other denomination of Chriftians’
‘thatdoes not make ufe of organs in theirplaces
of public worthip: 1 endeavoured to convince
them oftheirfatalerror with that calmnelfs, that
{pirit of meeknefs and brotherly love that
becomes a man and a chriftian.---I then hint-
ed to them in general, in the plaineft manner,
that they were a {et of morofe, fullen, furly,
Jour, dull, and [uperlatively fiupid, grovelling.
mortals, and that I had much reafon to fear, l
!

leaft inltead of embracing my inftruion:
with rapture (as doubtlef3 they thould do'
they would be fo impious according to their’ ,
cuftom, as to pick up texts of {cripture by
which they might refute the delicate and
tender councils I had given them. I in.
formed them alfo * that their devotion was:
apt to be languid by having their minds:
diffipated in dlfputmg about cerempnies whick :
are not ESSENTIAL to religion, therefore’
! doubted they would not attsnd Patlcntl}
* Page .1 23, &c. 1',0
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to what I had to fay in favour of an ORGAN
which to me feems very ESSENTIAL.----
1 very pioufly comforted mylelf however, by
‘oblerving T that [ was going to meet Op-
pofition, as our Saviour had done before in
the fame manner, in the caufe of godlinefs
and true religion, from the hands of wicked
and {tupid blC’O‘OtS ---Thus far I proceeded
by way of introduction.—--I then offered fome
{trong -and convincing arguments upon the
; fubﬁ& ; in which I always availed myfelf of
“plain feripture proofs; but fome of the ar-
‘guments being long, and others of them
thrown into a new form, fomewhat hard to
be underftood, I doubt that moft of my
‘readers, who I hinted before are very {tupid,

‘will not be able to comprehend them, {o as
to reap the fruit of thofe falutary inftructi-
ons ; for thefe rea.fons I have in this editi-
on abridged the arguments, and {et them
in a clear point of view ; {o that the moft
inattentive reader may fee how prettily every
argument concludes in favour of having
Organs in every Church. I have allo en-
deavoured to elucidate the fubjeét by a few

additional remarks where it {eemed neceﬂ'ary
A Sk-
f Page 7. L. 14. &c.
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A SeconDp EpiTion of

T H E
Lawfulnefs, Excellency, and Advantage
' O F

INsTRUMENTAL Music,

2 BUT CHIEFLY OF

O R G A N S

----There are braying Men in the World, as well as braying Affes. “
Sir R. L’EsTraNGE.

{4 HERE are thoufands in the world “
~ of {o aull, {ftupid, morofe, and

fullen a make, as notto confider
that every man who denies the
propriety ot having Organs in
our churches, muft of confequence deny the
propriety of every kind of chearfulnefs, e-
very kind of vocal mulfic, or praife of the fu-
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preme Being. But it is certain they may as
well deny one as t’other, as they are.almoit
all one ; therefore I would have the reader
-obferve, that when I go to prove the law-
fulnefs and advantage of an Organ in chrii-
tian churches, I (hall generally ufe fuch ar-
guments, as feem at firft view only to prove
the neceffity or lawfulnefs of praifing God;
but keeping in mind the foregoing obferva-
tion, they will be plain arguments in favour
of an Organ. Proceed we now to prove
the great ufe of Organs from the fcriptures,

It appears * Gen. 1v. 21. That Fubal, the
pious defcendant of a pious father, was az
Orgm-maker by trade ; and as{o good 2 man
- was doubtlefs I immediately direfied and affft-
i ed by the Holy Ghoff, it follows that Organs
. Thould be ufed in churches.---This good man
certainly invented Organs to excite devotion
- 1n his foul, for it would not feem that he
- had much devotion without his Organ, as
- wearctoldthat the family had ¢ gone out from
- << the prefence of the Lord,” 1 might {trength-
en this argument, by affertmo that Naab

. was alfo an Orpzm maker For ha.vmor proved
- that

J

# Papeg. L2, 1 PR 1L 23,
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that ?uéal did 1nvent the 1dent1ca] 1nﬂ:ru-
ment now call’d an Organ, the invention
would have been loft, unlefs Noab had either
learned the trade, or elfe taken an Orgara
into the ark with him; in either cafes it is
plain that he often play’d upon it, which by

the way is a ftrong argument in favour of

Organ worfhip.

Fob tells us (2 ) that at the creation the
morning ftars fang together. I it not plain
from hence, that chrlﬂlans thould have Or-
oans.---

(%) There is fomething in poetry and mufic
admirably fitted to divine praife, and nodoubt
but our firft parents before temples were built;
or the inventions of art had engaged thelr
attention, often praifed God in unpremedi-
tated ftrains; doubtlefs they had an Organ
in their churches ,-—-¢lle their prailes werg
little worth. (¢) When Solomon dedicated

the temple, during the ceremonious bon-

dage of the Jews, whom it was neceflary to
entertain with external _pomp,. he employ’d
many firigers ‘and much inftrumental mufic,

as

(2) Pageg.1. 8. (3)P.c.6. (c)P.g& 10,
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as cymbals, trumpets, &c, . Therefore a
man muflt be more ignorant than a child, if
he cannot {ee from this the propriety of hav-
ing Organs in our churches, now under the

pure and {piritual dlfpenffitlon of the golfpel.

() The plalmift commands to r¢joice in
the Lord and be glad, and the Philippians are
three times commanded by the Apoftle to
rejoice 1n the Lord.---This is a plain -proof
for Organ worthip, even under the gofpel
dlfpenfdtlon

It 1s generally allowed that the Devil
fhould be banifhed. from all places of public
worfhip, and it is plain that an Crgan is the
molt proper thing to affright him with,---
which 1 fhazll thus prove.---When an eml
fpirit poflefied Saul, David play’d with a
Harp before him, and the evil fpirit de-
parted, hence it 1s plain, that he cannot en-
dure the found of an Organ. (¢) When
Eu;,nﬂ the prophet was grown perfectly mad,
had killed {everal of his keepers, and was
juit going to be carried to the holipital for
attempting to knock out the brains of two

or

r6) Paze 18, () P.13,
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or three kings,---they brought him a min-
ftrel, and he play’d on it till he was perfect-
ly reftored to his {enfes.---You may look for
the itory at large, 2 Kings u1. chap. It 1s
mighty plain in the original, If{uppole, but
is fome how left outin the tranflation.----

I have juft recolleted one other proof of
the power of mufic. Some time ago as |
was riding, by night, a woman mounted be-
hind me,---my horle, knowing her to be a
witch, fell into a dreadful {weat; 1 chanced
to have a Jews-harp by me, which I puiled
out and play’d her a tune, unmediately {he
departed to the great fatisfattion of my horie
Such is tiie power of mufic to banifh the

devil.

Do not thefe three laft arguments make
itas piain as any demonftration, that an
Organ is a kind of Devil-frighter ? for you
fee that he hates the found of it, and in this
quality he greatly reiembles a Q saker, an
Afs, and every body elfe that does not love
to hear the {ound of an Organ 1n chiurch. ----
What reafon can be given why the truftees
of the colleges in this and the adjacent pro-
vince have raken fo much pas (6 piovide

Or.gans
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Organs for their refpeive colleges, but be-
caufe they well knew that this inftrument is

the moit powerful exoraﬂ: -

Tne Rev. Gilbert Tennent (d) allows that
the churches of England and Scotland agree
in doctrinal articles or in effentials; he allo
fays (¢) that churches fhould be decently
ornamented : From this it is as plain as the
-nole on a man’s face, that they all agree to
have an Organ, which is certainly a doétri-
nal article and decent ornament into the
boot.

(f) It is certain that places of public wor-
fhip have a natural aptnefs to ftrike the
mind with devout thoughts,---therefore all
thofe places fhould have an Organ in them.

Moit chriftians agree that, it 7is their duty
to praife God with the voice of melody---INow
I am certain that an Organ has the moft me-
lodious voice ; therefore they fhould, above
ail kinds of praxfe take care to get an Or-
gan.---Now ye {tupid, mhen, braying ene-
mies of true religion and genuine devotion,

what
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what have you to {ay for yourfelves:. You are
condemned by your own conceffions.

" But that you may henceforth be dumb
' upon this fubject, I fhall anfwer all the ob-
- jections that can be made.---

. Some of you may fay---If an Organ be fo
much better to praife God with than the
voice, and if it be true, as we have heard,
that an Qrgan.1s proper zmd neceilary, even to
hide the dlfagreea,blenefs of moit voices; and
(a)the defells of nature, thenwe would be glad
to know in cafe the voice is bad and the de-
votion languid, and the thoughts wancring,
whether an Grgan will hide that defet from
the fupreme Being ?  Whether 2 man mighe
not very devoutly, and with greatfefety, {leep
in church ; provided there was a good Organ
playing at his ear ?-- Aad, whether, inftead of
the fervent praife and devout offerings of a

greatful heart, a man might pleah, “God as
VVeil with the loud found and melodious voice

of the well-tuned Organ r---{for the latter

would certainly be a very convenment {ubfti-
tution) Toall thefe 1 antwer : T already told

you that every man who cannot {ec the divine
ADPro-
(a) Page 20. l.me 12,
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approbation of Organ-worfhip 1s fuperlative-
lyftupid, t therefore your objeftion is of no
weight,

- Since my firft edition was publithed I have
alfo thought of ancther objetion that will be
made by {fuch as are not ready at drawing
conclufions, when the premifes only are laid
down.----Some will fay---If the praile of a
devout chriftian can only afcend to the divine
ear, by the blaft of an Organ, how fhall poor
people be faved who are not able to purchafe
fuch an inftrument? The Jews did all woi-
fhip at the temple---But Chriftians are to wor-

fhip at any place, and often can gerno Or-
gan, W hat fhall they do ?-. ---

Have peace gentle reader, and I will clea
up this matter. Do not you remember how
T proved the lawfulnes and ufefulnefs of an
Organ? I told you that the jews had them
of (,f.l., and {o they were at that time both
jawiul and uleful; and I now tell you that
they are ftill lawtul and necefiary, even under
the chriftian difpeniation, as appears plainly
from this confideration.---There was certain-
Iy a (&) magnificent Organ in the temple----

' jult
r6) Page 35, Line 12, |
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juft fuch aninftrument as we now have in St.
Paul’s, only ten times as great, and it is cer-
taln that our Saviour often worfhiped in the
remple, and we are not told that he broke the
Organ, cr took it away.

Now as we are not told where it ftood,
whether it was there at all or not, -or how it
was taken away, we have the fineft reafon in
the world to conclude that it certainly was
there, and that it never was taken away.
----Itis true, that when Solemon told us of
every other thing that was in the temple, he
fome how forgot to tell us where the large
Organ ftood ; But I have told youit was

there, and certainly if it was there, it ftood
{ome where 5 I {fuppoic in the front of the
oallery.----You will be pleafed to remembes
that I told you the'{fame {criptures which re-
cominend an Organ, do alfo recommend a
‘Trumpet, a Cymbal, and an Harpin divine
worfhip, Now tho’ 1 do heartily condemn
the unfcriptural and carnal inftruments, a
Bagpipe, a Banjo, and a Fiddle ; yet vou
do not think I am like yourfelf, fo ftupid as
to condemn one {criptural inftrument of mu-
fic, and at the {ame time praile another in-
{trument which the fcriptures do not {peak of

half
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half fo much ? The confequence is plain 5 If
you cannot buy an Organ, get a Trumper,
‘and that will effe&ually hide your afs-like

braying. Or you may buy a Strim-ftram,
or a Diulcimer, or a Flute. If more frtlga.-

lity be necetlary, geta Jews-harp. That is
the trueft plece of antiquity ; we are more

rtain of its being ufed by the Jews, than of
any other mhrument of mufic that we now
poflefs---for you know it is by way of diftinc-
tion cailed the jJew’s Harp.-----Confidering
this muilc 1s fo'cheap, you will be inexcufable
if yoi:z do not get 1t, not only in your chur-
ches, but alfoinyour private families.

If vou want occular demonfiration of the
Tawfulnefs and goodnefs of an Organ, I
would advife you to go to St. Pau/l’s church ;
there you will find, efpecially in the evening,
a colle@ion of all the pious young people 1n
town, who befides the certainty of hearing a
powerful Preacher, have no other view in
coming there, than to hear a tune played on
the Organ, and their great devotion 1s always
manifefted by their grave deportment.

Thus I have finithed what I had to fay on
this {ubject, and my conicience bears me

witnels
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witnefs that I have made this attempt with a
fervent defire of reforming all that are led
aftray, but efpecially the Baprifts and Pref-
byterians ; for being myfelf a Prefbyterian,
I love them fincerely ; therefore I call them
{ullen and ftupid, and compare them to an
Alfs and the Devil,

After all, if they are not faved by an Or-
gan, they may blame themfelves, for I am
fure I have faid all that could be faid upon
the fubje&t, and have reafoned like a gentle-
man and a chrifhian. o

F I N I 6.
P.§. 1 thould be guilty of an unpardon-

able negleét, were I not to mention how
much the publicis indebted to thofe worzhy
gentlemen that have leberally beftowed or lent
Organs to our (¢) Colleges or (d) Churches.

Great

(¢) The ingeniousFrancis Horkinson, ESQUIRE,
ftood {fo high in the good Graces of Mrs. Douglafs, and
the reft of the ftroling Stage-Players, that HE prevailed
on them to perform a Play, the profits arifing there-
from, purchafed the College Organ. | This Affertion
1s without ERRATA.] ,

(4) Mr. WiLLiam Dunrar, generonilv beftowed
an Organ to the church of St, Paul’s,
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Great will be the reformation of our lives,
feeing the Devil will be banifhed from thof:
numerous and auguit affemblies.  And as we
have an organ builder (¢) in this city, may we
not hope in time that the morals of our citi-
zens will be as pure as thofe 1n London, or
Paris, or Rome, or even thole of the Jews
in our Saviour’s time, while they enjoved the
oreat Cﬁz oan, and all the other mufical inftru-
ments that were in the temple.----- '

A

- (e) Mir. Fra EING, Organ-builder, lives alittle above

4

Pool's bris oz, 1n the northern liberties,

3



