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TO 
• 

trHE RIGHT HONOURA~L~ 
• 

• 

• 
WILLIAM , 

EARL OF DAR TMOUTH, 

FIRST LORD COMMISSIONER. 

OF THE 

BOAIlD OF TRADE AND . , . 
PLANTATIONS: 
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THIS TRACT. LATELY "lUNTED 
• 

, V A U T IJ O R I l' VIN R H O D E-I S L AND. 

• 

• 

IS 

MOST DUTIFULLY • 
• 

AND 

MOST IlESPECTFULLY 

IN seR I BED • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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THE. 
• 

.. 

GRIEVANCES ··&c . 

I BER T y is the greateO: 
. bieffing that me~ enjoy, and 

ilJLvery the greateA: eurfe that human 
nature is capable of. Hen-ee it is a 

• 

... matter of the utmQft importanee to 
men, which of ~he two {hall be their 
Portion. Abfalut<! Uberty, is perhaps 
ineompatible with any kind of go- . 
yemment. Th~ fafety'refulting fro~ 
foci~ty ~ and the advantage of juft and -

. .eqqal laws, hath caufed men to forego ' 
fo'llle part P~ thejr natural liberty, and 
fubmit to government. This appears 
to be the moll: rational aCCQunt of, its 
peginning; although it nlUft be con
feffed, mankind have by no means 
·1:Jeen agreed about it: fame have found 
its origiJl in the divineappointment j 

. . B other • 
• 

• • 

-

• 
• 

• 

-
• 

.. 
• 

• 
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others have thought it took its rif~ 
from power: enthufiafts have dreame4 
that dominion was founded in grace. 
Leaving the[e points to be fettled by 
the defcendants of Filmer, Cromwell,. 
and Venner, we lhaU ·confider the' 
Britiili. conftitution, as it at prefent 
frands, on Revolution Principles ; and 
from thenee endeavour to 'find the 

, ' 

meafure of the magifl:rate's powsr, 
and the people's obedience. . 

This glorious conftitution, the b~ft 
iliat ever exified a mongft m~ri, will 
be confeffed by all, to be foimded on 
compatt, and efl:abliihed by confent 
of the people. By this moft benefi~ 
~ent compaCl, Britilh fubjeCl:s are' to 
be governed only agreeablG to' .Iaws, 
to which themfelves have [om~ ",ay 
conIented, and are not to be compel
~d to part with their proper ty ; but as 
it is called ~or by the authority of fuch 
laws: the fonner is tI1l1y liberty; . the 
Jatter is to be really poffdfed of pro
pert y , and to havefom~~ing that rnay 
Pc ed one's OWR. - ., ." 

~ ~- ~ : , " 

• 

, 
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.Ori the cont~ary, thote who are 
governed at the will/ ,of another, or 
others, and whofe Property may be 
taken from therri by taxes, or other
wife, without their own confent, ånd 
againfl: their will, are in the miferable 
conditioh of flaves: (, Fot, (fays Al-' 
" gernon Sidney, in his difcour[es on 

\ 

" government) liberty folely confill:~ 
" in an independency upon the wilL 
c ( of anothet; and by the mime of . 
" flave, we underfl:and a man who 
" can neither difpofe of his perfon or, 
~c goods, but enjoys all at the wiU of 
" his mafier." Thefe' things premifedi 
whether .the Britiili American colonies 

, , 

on the continertt, are juftly erttitled ta 
like ,privileg~s and freedOrfis as their 
fellow fubjedsinGreatBritain are', is a 
point worthy mature ,exatni~atioti., In 
difcuffing this queftion, we !hall make 
the colonies in New Englarid~ witb: 
whofe rights we are heft ~cquainted, 
the fule of oti~ reafoning; not in the 
~eafl: doubting bilt all the othersare' 
jufHy entitled to like tights with 'them. 

New 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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New Englandwas firf1: planted by 

adventurers, who left England, their 
'ftative Country, by permiffion of king. 
Charles the full:; and at their own 
expence, tranfported themfelves to 
America, with great rifque and dif-·· 
ficulty fettled' ~unong favages, andAfu 
a very furprizing manner, formed 
new colonies in the wiIdernefs. Be
fare their departure) the terms of their 
f[eedom,. and the relatibn they iliould 

in to the mother country, in 
their elnigrant flate were fully fettled; 
they were to remain fubje& to the 

. g, and dependant on the kingdom 
of Great Britåin. In retur-n they were 
to receive prote8:ion, and, enjoy all 
the rights and priviIeges of freeborR 
Engljfhmen. 

This is abundantly pr()v~d by the 
ehaIler given to the Maffachufets co .. 
1ony, while they were ffill in England', 
,and which' tlley received and: brought 
'OveI with them, as the authentic evi-

of the conditions they removed 
upon. The colonies of Connecticut 

anaz 



• 

( 9 ) 
and Rhode Ifland alfo, afterwards 
obtained charters from the crown, 
granting them the like ample. Privi
leges. By all thefe charters, it is in 
the moft expre[s and folemn manner 
granted, that the[e adventurers, and 
their childrenafter them for ever. 
fhould have and enjoy all the freedom 
and liberty that the [ubjeCl:s in Eng .. 
l~nd enjoy: That they might make 
laws for their own government, fuit
able to their circum ces; not re
pugnant to, but as near as llught be, 
agreeable to the laws of England: 
that they might purchafe lands, ac
quire goods, and u[e trade for their 
advantage, and have an abfolutepro-. 
perty in whatever they juftly acquired: 
Thefe, with many other gracious pri
vileges, were granted them by [everal . 
Kings; and they were to payas an. 

. acknowledgem~nt to the crown, only 
ane fifth part of' the ore of gold and 
ftlver, that fho1ild at anytime be found 
in the faid colonies, in lieu of, . and 
. f~ll fatisfaCtion foJ-aH dues and de-, 

mands 
• 
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• 

inap.ds Of. the crown and kingdoln of 
EnglaI?-d upon them. . 

There is not any thing ne\v or ex": 
traordinary in thefe rights granted to 
the Britifh colonies:· The colonies 
from all countries, at all times, have 
enjoyed equal freedom with the mo- ' . 
ther Gate. Indeed, there wopld be· 
found very few people in the world, 
willing to leave their native country; 
and go through the fatigue and hard
iliip of p:anting in a new uncultivated 
one, . for the [ake of lofing their free.:. 
dom. They who fetde new countries 
muR: be poor; and in courfe, oughf 
to be free. Advantages, pecuniary 
or agreeable, are not on the Side of 
emigrants, and fure!y they mufr have 
fomething in their fread. 

To illuftrate this, perrnit us to ex
amine what hath general ly been the 
condition of the colonies with re[peB: 
to their freedoffi; we will begin with 
thore who went out flOm the ancienf . . 

comm~~'\vealths of Greece,. which 
are . th~ ~ 'p.rIl: perhaps, we· have any 

. . _.. . . good 
• 

, 
, 
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good ac{:ount of. Thucidides, that 
grave and judici<?us hiftorian, [ays of 
one of them, " they wcre not fent 
Cc out to be flaves but to be the equal~ 
" of thore who remained behind j" , 

and again, the Cotiilthians gave pu~':' 
lic notice," that a new colony was 
" going to Epidamus~ into which, all 
H that \vould en-tet, fhould have 
" equal and like privileges with' thofe 
H who Raid at home." 
This was uniforinly the condition of 
;:tIl the Grecian colonies; they went 
out and [ettled neW countties; they . 
took [uch forms of p-overnment 'as 

nearly refembled that of the Ihothd· 
flate, whether democtaticalor dtli:" 
garchical. 'Tis trUe they were fond 
to acknowledge their orIginal, and 
always oonfefi"ed theinfelves unde'r ob
ligation to pay a kind' of honorary 
re[pect to, and {hew a -fifial depend
anee on the commonwealth from 

• 

whence they [prung.Thitcidides 
ag~n tells' us, that the Corinthians 

. com plained 
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complained of the Coreyreans " from 
" whom,though a colonyof theirowft. 
" they had received [ome contemp
" tuous treatment : for they neither 
1;' payed them the ufual honour OIl 

cc their public folemnities, nor began 
" with a Corinthian in the diftribu..,. 
" tion. of the [acrifices w hich is al-:
" ways done by other ~()loni~s. " 

.. From hence it is plain what ~i.Pd of 
dependance the Greek colonies were 
under, and what fort of acknowledge.,.. 
ment they owed to the mother .flate. 

If we pafs from the Gredan to the . 
~ AmCIican colonies, we {hall fin~ 

them not le[s free; but this differ
ence may he obferved between them? 
that the Roman colonies did not, like . 
the Grecian, hecome [eparate flates, 
govemed by different laws, but al
ways remained a part of the. mother 
flate; and all that were free of the 
colonies, were alfa free of Rome. 

Grotius gives us the opinion of 
a Roman king, concerning the free..,. 
dom of Colonies: king Tullus fays, 

" for , 

• , 
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c, . -for ()ur part,. W(: 100k upo~ it to 
" b(;!, neither truth. nor jufl:ice, that 
" inother citie-s ought of neceffity f 
" ~nd.Py the l~w of natur€; to rule 
cc ~ver th~ir colOQies." . . 

When we come down to the latter . . ~ 

age!) of the world, and co~fider the. 
colonies planted in the. three lafl: cep
turies, in Ameriea, from [everal
kingdoms' -in Europe, we fuall find 
them, [ays ·Puffendorf, very different 
from the antient colonies, and he gi~es, 
us an inftance in thofe of the Sp!!.;. 
niards. AlthQugh it.~ copfelfed thefe 
fall greatly fuort of enjoying equal: 
freedom w'ith the· ancient Greek and . - , -

'. - ~ 

Roman . one~ j 'yet- it will be. truly, 
faid, .they -enjoy equal freedomwith 
their.countrymeIi in Spain. : but as, 
they are all under the government of 
an abfolute monarch,. they have -DO: 

reafon- to complain that one enjoys the. 
liberty the other is deprived of. Tqe. 
Fre~h colonies will be founq. p.early 
in -the [ame' condition, and for the. 
falne r-eafon" b~caufe their f~!1ow-fub-

(;; jeds 

-

• 
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jed:s of France have alfo 10ft dreir li~', 
• . And the queftion is not whe

ther all colomes, as compalcd with' 
one another, enjoyequalliberty, but' 
whether all enjoy as much frredom as " 
the inhabita~ts of the mother flate; 
and . will hardt Y be denied in the· 

of the Spanifh,Ftench, or other 
ntodun fordgn c'olonies. . 

By this,it fully appeals; that co}o-, 
nies in general" both ancient and mo-' 
dernj have always enjoyed much,. 
freedoin as the mothet flåte from 
which they wentout: and will any 
one fuppofe the· Britilh cnloniesin 
Anjaica are an exception to this ge

rule r Colonies that came from 
et tenowned '. for lil5erty; 
from a conllitutidn on com'" . 
pad:, from a peopie of ållthe fens of 
men, the moft tenacioitS" of &eedom;
who leftthe deli -hts' of dkie native' 
country; parted OIn their homest" 
and all their converiiencies, fcarched 
out and :fubdued a foreign country .. 
mtb. the moft . travail and 

• 

. ude, to the . and 
sm&-' • 
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.emolument of the mother fta~e; tbat . 
removed on ~ firlll reliance of a folemn, 
compad:, and rcoyal prouufe and grant, -. 
that they,. and the4- fucce[ors for: . 
ever, fuould be free, fuould be par
takers and fhar~rs in all the privileges -
and advant~ges of the th~n ~pgliJh,
now Englilh. conftitution, -. -, 

If it were ponible a doub~ Cou]d;. 
yet remain, in the moll: unheliev-' 
ing-Juind, that the(~ llr~tilh colo
nies ~Fe not every way jqftly an~ 
fully intituled to equal liberty ami, 
freedom with. their fellow-fubje& in 
Europe, we might fhew, that the 
parliaxnent of Great-Britain have al~ -
ways und~rflpod tlle\r right~ in tlu~-
fame light. . . 

By aD ad: in the thirt~nth 
year of the relgn of his late maj~~t· 
King George the Second, ~tituledl 
~, An aa: for natur~lizjqg·f~igri pro
tell:ants, &c." and by ~nothei" aa, 
paff'ed in th~ f~e reign, for nearly 
the . purpofes, by both which it 
ja ena&d -and ordained, " That all 

C 2 
• • • • 

-

-
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" foreign proteR:ants,' who h~d in~ 
as; habited, and r~fided for the fpace 
" of feven years, or more, in Hi$ 
~'Maje 's t::0lonies, in Americå,'~ 
might, on the. conditions . therein 
mentioned, be natutalized, and there.,. .. 
upon fhould be " deemed, adjudged~ 
" and taken'to be His Maje 's'na~ 
" tm a~ born fubjecls of the kingdom 
" . of Great .... Britilin,to all intents, 
" confh uclions, and purpo(es, as if 
" they, and every one of them, haq 
c~ been, or wete bOrn within' th~ 
" fame. '? No reålonable man will . . 

here fuppofe the patllam~llt'intended, 
in thefe aas, to, put foreignets who 
had been in the colonies only feven 
ycars, in a better condition than thofe 
who had heen born in them, or had 
lellloved from Britain th~ther, b~t OD--:

ly to put thefe foreigners on an equa.,. 
lity with them ;, and, te; do this, they 
are: obliged to' give them ,all the right$ 
ofnafural-bom fubjeå~ of.Great· Bri~ 

• 
~alfi, : . 

• • • • .. - . 

• -

• 

• • 

- From 
• •• • • 
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F ~oni, w hat 'has been .fhe\\o'n, it will 
,~pp~ar heyond, a 'clo~bt, ,that the 
Britifh fubjea,s / in Åluerka, have 
eqllfll tights \Yith '~hofe ~n. Britain; 
that they do not hold thofe rights 
~s ptiyi~ges gr~nted them, but po{fe[s 
{hem as inherent and ind~ftafible. . , - , . . 

And th~ Britilh l~gi{}ative ~nd exe.,. 
c'ijtive powers have confidere~ th~ C<h

lonies aspoffeffed of thefe rights, and 
have always heretofore, in ,the mofi: 
tender and patental manner, treat~d 
theOl as their depelldant (though 
free)condition required. The pro-

. teCl:ion, promKed on, .t~h~, 'part, of the 
~rown, whjch. with Ghe~fulnefs, a~d 
gratitude we acknowledge" hatp at 
'all times be,en giv~n ,to the colonies. 
The depeil~apce of tllecolonies to 
Great:-Britain h.ath been fuHy teftihed 
:bya c.ol1flant and ready obedience to 
all;the commands of .His pt:e(ent Ma", 
jefty, , and 'royal pre:ieceifors; both 
'mCA and HlOtley having been raifed in 
~hem at, all t~es when called for, 
with:asmuch alacrity and in aslarge 
, ',. pro-

, 
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proportions as hath been done in 
. Great Britain, the ability of eac~ 

conhdered. It muft alfo be confef-- . 
(ed with thankfnJnefs, that the fira 

. - '- . 

adventurers and their fuccdfors, for 
one hundred and thil'ty years, have 
fuUy enjoyed all the freedoms and 
immllnities promifed on ~eir removal . 
from England But h~r(! th~ feene 
feems to -~ nnhappily changing: '. 
The Bri . , w hether induced 
by a jealoufy of the coloni~s, by_ 
falfe infO! maljons, ør fODle -altera:" 
tion in the fyftem øf ... govern-; 
ment, we have no . ; hat-
ever hath the mPriv~ thi~ W~ 
are fure of, the patred . an 
att, .. ·tI ing refhiCling, and bur-:
dening the •• ade of thofe colonies, 
much more than had ever been done , 

." . . 

before; as alfa for gready enlar-ging 
the power and jurifdicfrion of the 
Courts of adm;, a.I ty in the colonies, 
and likewife paffed another aCt, efta
blifhjng cc I ta;n p duties. Thefe 
aas have occaftøned 

alOong 
" 

, 
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among the Britifh fubjefis on the con~ 
tinent of America. How much rea
fon there is for it, we willendeavour, 
in the moll: modell: and plain manner 
we can, to lay before the· public. 

In the place, let it be conb-
dered, that although each of the co
lonies hath a legiflature within itfelf, 
to take care of its Interefts, and pro- . 
vide for its peace and internal govern
ment, yet there are many things of 
a more general naturej quite out of 
the "reach of thefe particular le . a
tutes, which it is neceifary iliould be . 
regulated, ordered and governed. One . 
of -this kind is, the commerce of the 
whole Bri . empiref "taken collec- . 
tively, and that of each kingdom and 
Golony in it, as it makes a part of 
that whole: Indeed, every thing that 
Goncerns the proper intereft and lit 
government of the whåle common
wealth, of keeping the peace, and 
fubordination of all the parts towards 
the· whole, and one among another, 
muft be cQnfidr:red in this light: 

• 

• 
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~lilOD theæ ~Cueral ronterhs,pCr~; 
. haps .moner .' paper. 'cr~ditj . thofe' 
grand. infirutitents of'. all' ':" 
will be '. ; alfa to have a. pHl.ce.' 
Thefe,with.all . ' ';matte,rs of a 
genualnattire,. : it is ~folu1ely nede[-: 

fhould .have. a genet-al pewer tb 
dirett them; Come fupreme' and over-' 
ruling autQ.ority, with. power ta make 
laws, and form. regulations . {or the 

of . aH, .-to com~1. t~e\t. ex 7-' 

ccution _ : ervation,,' It: being. 
. . , fOloe. fuch general power 

iliould exiit fomewhere,.'evety,matt 
of the, kall, kFlowl' e' of the . Bri-. . . . " 

conftitution, will..be D3.tural1y 
led . ta. look. for". and. firid .it . in:. the-

• 

parlia men~ :.of Great· Britain;, .that 
gmnd and: auguft legifiativebody mu{b 
from : the . nature :of. their , authority,. 
and ~. the. neceffity of .the thing~. be 
juftly .vcfted 'with this power. I-Ience. 
ii:~he<tomes: the indifpenfable dUtyof 
eI:cry goadand loral Jubjeet, .. chcar
tnHy to,;obey and padentlYt fuhmit~td 
aU the aCts, laivs, 'orders-and rcgula-

, . 
tlODS 

• 

• 
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tiQ~s that may be made and paff'ed 
by parliament, for direCting and ga..., 
veming all thefe general matters. ' 
_ Here it 'may be urged by' many, 

and indeed, with gre~t appearance of 
reafon, th'lt the equity, juftice and 
b~~efj~ence~ 'of the ijritjfh cpnftitu
tion, will require, that the feparat~ 
~ingdoms and dillinØ: colonies, who 
a,~e to obey and be governed by thefe 
general laws and r.egulations" pugh~ 
to he reprefented, fome way or oth, l', 
in, parliament ; at leaG: w hilLl thefe 
ge~eral matters are underconfider
ation, Whethel" the colonies will 

, ' , ' , 

ev~r be admitted to have T~prefenta-
tives in' parliament. ·whethc:r it be 

'confiftent with their diftant and de
pendapt fiate and whether, if it 
were admitted, it would he to t4~ir 
3:dvantage ,are queftions WfY'will, p~fi 
by; and obferv~. tha:t the~ '~olonies 
~ught in juftic<;, ~llq ~or' the verr 
evident g~od pf the whole comlllOD- , 
w~alth, tQ' ha~e 'notiee 9f every tte.w 
tpea ure about to be p\1rfued~ , . 

. D " new 

• 
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A~' about to he pafled, by. 
which thcir rights-, libet ties or inter-
eRsmay ~. _ aed; they o~ght tQ' 

have fuch notice, that they rnayap,! 
pear and be hcard by ~eir agents!' " 
by collncu', or wlitten reprefent-ation,' 
or hy fome other eq,tita.ble and ef~ 
fealla] way~ . : 

T~e colo~es are at fo great a di-... -
ftance from England~ that t~e mem'7: 
bers of parliarnc.nt ca~, generaHy 
have_' butlittIe knowl~ge' of their 
bufmefs, copnecnons -and interefts, 
~hut w~at is gainep from . peopl~" 
who have heen ther~; the; mofl; . 
pf th~fe, have fo :flig~t a knowledgc:;' . 
the .. ~ felves, th~t the infoUllCltions thei" 
can give, ale very1ittle to be -depend":" . 

- ed on, though they litay pr~tend to 
deteuoine with conh ce . on' . mat~ - , 

tas far above their icaclt.· All' fnch . 
. . _~. ~ ., 

infOl mations are . too . uPcf:rt~~ t'1 
be depended all, in the· banfaå~; 
ing . lnefs of fo much' Confe~' 
ij!i~ce, ·and· in whi~h th~ in~;i qf 
.' • -. -' ~ ,- • r' i;Wci!_L 

• - . 

• 
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i.Wo millioris ' of·, free, people are fd 
cQUCerried.' There is no kind 

of lnconvenience or mifchief can slite 
from the wlonies having fuch notioe, 
and being heard in thenianner above..; , 
inentioned;' put, on the contrary, 
very reat rnifcihiefs have akeady hap.:. 
pene to the tolonies, 'and always 
muR: be exped:ed, .. if they are not 
heard, before things of fueh imp(jr~ 
, , t-a nee are '. . 
them.' , " 

• , , 

'Had the colonies been flilly 
before the late ad: had· been . paffed;, 
no reafona.ble man can fttppofe it-eiet ' 
wotild 'have paffed at all, in the man.;; 
nu itiiow fl:ands r for what goon" . 
fOneart poffiDly be given for makiriø 

, a }aw to c#,amp the trade and ruin the 

:It the fame time,' leiren in a' prodi~. 
, mannel" 'the confumption of the 

.. Dla.nufa8:ures in them '1 Thefe 
are ceriainly the effeCls this 'aa muR: 
produce: a duty rif three;':''''perice pir 
gållan on foteign inela{fes, is weU 

D l knowll 



, 

known to eVf!:ry JUan' in the'leafl: a.c:..~. 
quåinted with it, to' be much highet 
than that al riele can poffiblybear; 
and t~efore muft operate a9 ,an, ab.; 
folute prohibition. This \Vill' put a, 
total aop to' the exportation of lum- ' 
ber, horfes, flour, and- J;ilh, to the 
French and Dutch {ugar-colonies;, 
and if any' one fuppofewe may lind a 
fufficient vent for thefe articles in the , 

Englifh Wen:":'Indies, he only verib.es 
what was juft now obferved, that he 
wants . true infollilatiml~ . Pritting 'an 
end tø the ." ' . ' of foreign me-' 

. at th~, time _puts an enØ ' 
to all the coftly difii1leries in thefe 

J to the mm trade witb 
the ' of Afri€a1 and throws it in-
to the Hands 'of. the French. With 
the lofs of the foreign. meda:lfes- trade; 
the cod-fiiliery in Ameriea muft alfa 
be and thrown alfo ioto the hands 
of the Fr€och. 'That this is the real 

, ' 

{late of the whole bufiriefs is not merer 
fancy; neither this, nor any part of 

" . 
. ltf,-, 

• 
, 

, 

• 

• 
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it, ig exaggeratlon, but å fober and 
moll: melancholy truth. ' '. 

View this duty' of 'three-pence P',. 
gallon on foreign . melaffes, not in the 
light of a prohibition, but fuppofing 
the trade to continue, and the duty 'to .' . 
be paid. Heretofore there hath been 
imported into' the colollY of ~hode
Uland only, about one million ane 
hundred and' fifty thoufand gallons, 
annually 1 the duty on this quantity·· 
is fourteen thoufånd three' hundred 
and feventy-hve pounds {lerling, to be 
paid yearly by this Httle colony;' a . 
larger (um than waS ever in it at any : 
one time. This money is to be' fent 
away~ and, never to return; ret the 
paym.entis to be repeated every year •. 
. . Can this poffibly be done? Can;t 
new colony~ compelled by rieceffity to 
purchafe aH its cloathing, furniturc, 
and utenfils from England, to fupport 
the expences of its own internal go- '. 
vernmenr,. obliged bits duty to com~ 
ply withevery eaU rom the crown to 
raife moneyon emergencies; after'all 

, tllis, 
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• . -, . . 
, _ every man III It pay. twen ... -

ty-four iliillings a year b the dutics 
of a le article Qllly;' Thete is 
Ltildy no IIJan in his right mind. be .... 

- lieves this FO.ffible.' The eharging fo...' . 
. mdafft:S-\vith' high dUtyi ' 

not aHc.:t all the eolonies 
nor at;y other near fo nruch as " . of. 

• 

. whofe trade • 
.llluch more on foreigri rilelaffes, . and 
on diØiJJeries; than thafof ~ny others ~ 

. . muft fhew that iaifrog money 
. for the -ferviee of the oiown,. 

Or colonæs,' by fuch a dut,., \Vill 'be 
cdrcUlely uncqual, th{!refore un:.,; 
juff.· _ And now taking either alterna~ 
tive;_ .by fuppofmg; on one ~, the' 
foreign melaffes trade is ftopped, and, 
with it the . . or ability-of 
the colonies _ to get money; or, on 
the other,. that this trade is contillu . . . 

that the colonies get money by it,.' 
aut all their money _ is takeh from 
them by paying their dtity; (:an Bri.,.' 
tain -be a gainer by. either 1 IS it nof 
th~ chief intereft of Bt'il~in·ta . 

• 

• • 

- . 
ef,. 
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pf, and be paid for her 0wn' manu': 
faCl:ures? and doth /!he not find the 
greateft and beft market for them in 
her own colonies? .Will the nnd an 

• 

to continue their trade with her? 
• • . . " '" 

pr' can fhe 'pofiibly grow rich by their, 
peing made pOClr ? . . '. , 

Min.if1:ers have great influence" and 
parl~anlent& have, great po:wer; .. can 
~ither of t~em change the nat~re .. ot 
things, "il:op our means pr. gettiil~ 
money, and y{!! exped: us to purch.afe 
,and pay for Briti11l. man:ufaCtures.1. 
The genius. of the .people in thefe 
colpnies is as liule turned' to manu-
• 

faChtting goods 'for their, own ufe, aS" 
js .poffible . ~o fuppofe. in- any people 
what(ocver.; yet neceffity will com.-. 
)lel t~e~ eith~r to. go naked in: this 
cold. cOlmtry., or to make then:lfelve! 
fome forr of cloathing, jf it be onty' 
of the . of Beafts. 

,- . " 

By ~ the f~me ad of parliamept, .. 
th~ .e"portQ~~ol). of all kinds of tim ... · 
b~r.; or lumber, the moll: natural 
. . . 

produce 

• 
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produce of thefe new colomes, is 
greatly incumbered and ufelefsly em ... 
bau'a1fed, and the fhipping it to any 
part of Europe, except Gr~at Britain,. 
prohibited: This muft gready affect ., 
the linen manufaCl:ure in Ireland, a$ 

that kingdom -ufed to receive great 
quantities of Bax.:.feed from Am~rica, 
many cargoes being made of that, and 
of barrel fiaves, were fent thither 
every year; but as the ~aves can nQ 
longer be exported thither, the fhip& 
c3nymg only flax feed calks, with--: 
out the fiaves, which u(~d to 1?e in
termixed arnong them, muR lefe one 
ha:f of their freight, which will pre~ 
vent their centinuing this trade, to 
the great injury of Ireland, amI of 
the plantations : And what advantag~ 
is to accrue to Great Britain by ita 
muft be- to!d by thofe who can per
ceive the utility of this meafme. 

Enlarging the power and jurifdic--: 
tion of the courts of vice-admiralty 
in the colonies, is another part of the 

ad, gready and j . y compJained 
. . . of 
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bf. Gourts of. admiralty . have_ long 
been dhblifhed in mofl: of the colo-

/ 

nies, who[e authcrity were circum ... 
fcribed- withih moderate territorial ju~ 
rifdidions; and who[e courts have . 
al ways done the Buhnefs necefiåry te 
be brought before thofe courts for 
tri a] , in the manner it ought to be 
done, and in away only moderately 
expenfive to the fubjeCts; and if 
feizures were made, 'or informations 
exhibited, without rea[on, or contra
ry to Iaw, the informer or Jeizer, 
was left to the juftice of the com
mon law,: there to pay for his fo11y; 
or fuffer for his temerity. But 'now 
this cafe is quite altered, and a cu[
tom houfe, officer may lnake a feizure 
in Geotgia, of goods e;rer fo legally 
impdited; and. carry the trial to Ha
Iifax,at fifteen hundred miles diflance, 
and thither the owner muR follow 
him to 'defend his property; and when 
he 'comes ther,e, quite beyond the ~ir
eIe· of his friends, acquaintance, and 
c-ortefpondence, among total ftrangers, 

E h. 
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he mua th€re give bond1 and muft 
find fureties to be bound with hifi in 
a large fum beforE. he fhall be ad~ 
mitted to c1aim his own goods; when 
this is complied with, he hath a tria1, 
and his goods acquitted. If the judge 
can be prevailed Oil (which it is very 
well known may too eaftly be done) to 
c . ,. there was Dn{y probable caufe 
for making the feizure, the unhappy 
owner can not maintain any action 

. the feizer, for dat Ila ges, 
or obtain åny ; but he may 
retu l n to Georgia; quite ruined, and 
undone in conformity to an ad; of 
parliament •. Such unbounded encou
lagement and prote8ion given to in
formers; mufl: caU to every one' s re
memblance Tacitus's account of the 
1 ni fei able condition of the ROInans 
in the reign of Ti . us their empe-. 
ror, who let loofe and encouragoo t~e 
infoxmels of that age. Sur-ely if the, 
(olonies bad been fully heard before 
this had becn done, the liberties and 

. . ,-. propertles 

, 



, 

( 3 [ ) 

p rop er ties of the Am;ricans would not 
have been fo much difregarded. 

The refolution that the houfe of 
commons came in to during the fame 
feffion of parliament, afferting their 
right to eflablilh flamp duties, and· 
internal taxesJ to be colletted in the 
colonies without their own con[ent, 
hath much more, and for much more 
reafon alarmed the Britilh fubjects in' 
Ameriea, than any thing that· had, 
ever been done before. Thefe refo-

• 

lutions have been fince carried into 
execution by an att of parliament 
which the colonifls do conceive is a , 

violation of their long enjoyedrights. 
For it mufl: be confeff'ed by all men, 
that they who are taxed at Pleafure· 
by others, cannot poffibly have any· 
property, can have nothing to be 
called their own; they who have no 
property can have no fioeedom, but are 
indeed reduced to the moR: abjeCl: na~ 
very; are in a flate far worfe than 
countries conquered and made tri bu
tary; for thefe have only a f1xed [um ,,_o 

E 2 to V.i. 
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ta pay-, which they are left toraife 
al~1ong then:felves, in the way that . , 
they 111ay think mofi equal and ea[y ; 
and hav-ing paid the ftipulated fum, 
the de::t is difcharged, and what is . 
leEt is their own. This is more tole
rable, than to be ta~~ed at the lnere 

"1 r, . 1 b d V..'"Lh or otners, wltn<?ut any oun s, 
-1 ..ne., . 

\Vltnout any .I.tlpul2.tlOn or agreement, 
corrtrary to their con fent and againft 
their vlills. If we ~,re told th~t thofe 
\vho 2ay thefc t2.xes uren the colonies 
~tre men of the higheft charaCter for 
wifdo:11 juftice and integrity, and 
therefor~ cannot be fuppofed to deal 
hard ly , unjuftly or unequally by any; 
admitting, and really be1ieving that 
;:111 this is true, it \Viii make no alter
~,-tic.n in the nature of the cafe; for 
O!le ydlO is boul1d to o~ey the will of 
anc the:-, is :iS really a fiave, though 
he m.ay h:lv~ a good matter, as if he 
had a b~d ene; and this is ~ranger 
in politic bodies than in natural anes, 
as the [oriller have a perpetual [uc.,. 
cefiicn, and remain the fame; - and 
. ~thoucrh 

: r, 
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although they roay have a good ma[ ... 
ter at one time; they lllay have a 
very bad one at another .. And indeed, 
if the p~ople in Ameriea, ~re to . be 
taxed by the repre:cntatives of the 
people in Britain, their malady is an 
increafing evil, that ll1Ufl: alwaysgrow 
greater by time. WhateveJ burdens 
are laid upon the Americans, w,ill be 
fo much taken off the Britons; and. 
the doing. this win [oon be extrelne
ly popular, and thore who put up tQ 

be members of the hou[c of com
mons, !lUlft obtain the votes of 
the people, by promiiing to take 
taxes off· tnem, by making new 
l , . A' Tl' 11 eVleS on the . mencans. lIS mun: - .. .' . 

mofi aifuredly be the cafe, and it 
will not b~. in the. power even of 
the parliament to p!"event it; the 

.' , • 11 "1' peor Le s ppvate mtercn ,\\,11 De CO!l-

cernc.1) ,tlld will govern them; they 
wil i 1;., v:~· [uch, and only [uell rcp:;"c
f(1~:L:L\":S aS "vil! acl agreeable to 

1 •• n cl 1 r l' , 1 tilur lllterclC; aL taele t~'.xe~, ~aIQ 

on Americ.al1s, ,yi,ll be .ahvays a p:1rt 
,... 

Gi" 
• 

• 



( 34 ) 

(jf the fupply bill, in which the other . 
blanches of the legiflature can make 
no altuation: and, in truth, the fub
je8:s in the colonies will be taxed at 
the will and pleafure of their fellow
fubjeas in Britain.- 4 How equitahle 
and how juft this may be, mufl: be 
left to every impartial man to deter ... 

• mme. 
But it will be faid, that the monies 

drawn from the colonies by duties, 
and by taxes, will be laid up and fet 
apart to be ufed for their future de
fence: this will not at all alleviate 
the hardlhip, but ferve only more 
ftrongly to mark the fervile flate of 
the people. Free people have ever 
thought, and always will think, that 
the money neceffary for their defence, 
lies fafefl: in their own hands, until it 
be wanted immediately for that pur
pore. To take the money of the A
mene.ans, which they want continu
ally to ufe in their trade, and lay it 
up for their deferice, at a thoufand 
leagues diftant from them, when the 

• enenues 

, 
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enemies . they have to fear are in theit 
own neighbourhood~ hath not the 
greatefl: probability of friendfhip or 
of prudence. 

It is not the judgment of free 
people only) that money for defend ... 
ing them is [afefi in their keeping, 
but it is alfo the opinion of the heft 
and wifeft kings and governors of 
mankind, in every age of the world, 
that the wealth of a flate was moll: 
fecurely as weU as moll: prohtably 
depohted in the hands of their faith .. 
ful fubjeds: . Conftantius, emperor 
of the Romans, though an abfolutc 
prince, both praClifed and praifed 
this method. "Dioclefian fent per .. 
" fons on purpofe to reproach him 
" with his neglect of the publick, 
(( and the poverty to which he wa.8 
" reduced by his own fault. Con
" ftantius heard thefe reproache~ 
" with patience; and having per
" fuaded thofe who made them in 
." Dioclefian's name, to fiaya few 
"days with him, he fent word t9 

'f the 
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cc the' mo!l: wealthy per[ons in the 
" provinces, that he wanted money l 
" and that they had now anoppor ... 
" tunity of iliewing whether at no' 
" they really loved their ~prince.U p~ 
" on this notice, every one Jl:rove 
" who llioukl be foremoftin carry-" 
C( ing to the exchequer all their gold), 
" [uver, ap-d valuable effeCls, fo that' 
" in a fuort tilne, Conftan~ius from. 
" being the pooreft, becalne by far 
"the moft wealthy of all the four' 
(C princes. He then invited the de
" puties of Diocleftan to viftt his: 
" treafuty, defrring them to make a 
f( faithful report to their ma1l:er of 
" the ftate in which they fhoul& 
" fiud it. They obeyed; and, while 
" they fr, . gazing up on the migh
" ty heaps of gold and fiIver" Con.:. 
" flantius told them, that the wealth 
" which they beheld with aftonifh
(( ment, had long <finte belonged ~a 
" him, but that, he had left -it hy 
" way of' depofitum, in the hands. 
" of his people: adding, the rie-heft: 

" and 

, 
, 
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~' and furefl: trea[ure of the pr~nc.e; 
" was -the love of his [tibje~s. Tlie 
(( deputie,s were no [Doner 'gone,. , 
" thciii the generous princefent for 
" thofe who had affifted him in his , 

, 

" exigelicy, ,commended their zeal 
" and returned toevery one what 
cc they had fo readily brought inta 
et his treafury." . 

W e are not infenfible, that wheri 
liberty is indanger, the liberty of 
complaining is dangerous; yet a man 
on a wrack· was never denied the li..; 
~ertiof roaring as låud as he could, 
fars Dean Swift. ~nd 4 we believe n~ 
good r~a[?n can be 'gIven, why the 
colonies iliould llot modeft~y and [0- .' 
berly . enquire, what right the parlia~ 
ment of Great Britain have to tax' . , " ,', - .. 

them.: ,W e kilOW that fuch enquiries" 
haveby one lett~r writer) been brand-' 
ed with the Httle epithet of Mu -' 

,r,oom Policy,; and' he intimates, that 
for the cQlonies to, preterid to claJIri , 
ari ,privileges, will diaw, down the. 
re entmenf of the parli:uilent on: 

. F ' them 

, 
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them. Is thea the defenee of' 11-
berty become [o contemptible, and 
pleading for juft rights [o dangermis? 
Can the guardians of liberty be thus . 
ludicrous? Can the patrons of free... : 
dO~Il be fo jealous and [o [evere ? . 

Should it be urged tha.t the mortey 
expended by the mother-country, for 
L~edefence and proteetion of Ame
rica, and efpecially d~ring the late 
wat, muft jurtly entitle her to [ome 
retaliation from. the colonies; and 

- • - - - • r 

that the ihunp duties and taxes, in-
tended to be raifed in them, are on-

• • • 

lyddigned for tJIat equitable. pur ... 
pofe., if we· are pe~IIiitted t6 exa ... 
II1jne how far this tnay rightfully 
veLl: the parlia~ent with . the power 
of taxing the colonies, we' {hall ~nd 
this claim to have no foundation. In 
111al1y of the c~lonies, e[pecially thore 
in New England, whic~ were planted, 
as is before obferved, not at the. 

• • • 

charge of the crown or king40m 
of England, but at the' expence . of 
the planters themfelves, . and were 

not 
l 
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not only planted, : but alfo defended 
againfl: the favages and other enemies,' 
in long and cruel wars, which COll

tinued for an hundred years, almefi: 
without intermiffion, folely at their 
own charge: and in the year ! 746, 
",hen the Duke d'Anville came out 
from France, witl} the moft formidå~ 
ble French fleet that ever was in the 
Ametican feas, enraged at thefe co
lonies for the 10fs of Louifhourg the 
year before, and with orders to make 
an attack on them; even in this 
greatefl: exigence, thefe colonks were 
left to the protedion of hea ven, and 
their own efforts. Thefe colonies 
having thus planted and . defended 
t!lemfelves, and removed all eriemies 
from their bordeTs, were in hopes to 
enjoy peace, and recrllit their fl:at~, 
lnuch exhaufled by thefe long Ihug
gIes'; but they were footl called llPOll 
to raife men, and [end them out to the 
de[ence ofother colonies, and to make 
conquefls for the crown; they duti
fully obe} ed the requifition, and with 

F 2 ardeur 
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ardour entered into thore fervic~s, and 
• 

ccn~i!1ued in them until all encroach-
ments weTe removed, and all Canada, 
~d even the Havannah conquered. 
They moll: chearfully complied with 
. every caU of the crown; they re.. " 
joiced, yea even exulted in the pro": 
fperity . of the Britifh empire. But 
thefe colonies who[e bounds were 
fixed, and '\vho[e borders were before 
cIeared from enemies, by their· own 
fortitude, and at their oV/n ex pence, 
reaped no fort of advantage by thefe 
conquefts; they are not enlarged~ 
have not gained a fmgle acre of land, 
have no p-art in the Indian.or interior 
trade; the jmmenfe tratts of land 
fubdued, and 'no Iefs immenfc and 
profitable commeree acquired, all be
long to Great-Britain; and not the 
leaft !hare or portion to thefe colonies, 
thpugh thoufands of their member& 
have loit their lives, and millions of 
their meney have be en expended· in 
the purchafe of them; for. great part 
ff which. \Ve are yet· in d<;bt, and 

from • 
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from whkh we Gla11' not in manr 
years be able to extricate ourfe!ves. 
I-Iard will be ,the/ fate, crue1 the de[
tiny of thefe unhappy colonie~" if the 
reward they are to receive for aH this 
:is the lofs of tbeir freeclom; better 
for· them Canada ftiH' remained • 

French, . yea far more eJigible that it 
ever filOUld rcmain [o, than that the 
price of its redu8:ion {bould . be their 
flavery. . . 

lf the· colonies 'are not taxed, by 
parliament, are they therefbre ex'
empted from bearing their' proper 
/hares in thc'neceliary burdens of go
vernment? This bi nomeans fol~ 
iows. Do they not fupport a, regular 
internal government in each COl011Y, 
as 'expenflve' to the people here, as 
the intern al government of Britain 
is to the people there? Have not the 
colonies here, at all times \'rhen called 
upon by the crown to raife money fot 
the public [ervice, done it as che~l:
fully åstheparliament have done on 
the like occafions? Is' not this die .. 
, '. . moll 

-

, 
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moft eafy way of raifing money in th~ 
colonies? What occahon then tu dif .... 
, I uft the colonies,. w hat neceffity to 
fall on the prefent method to com pel 
.them to do what they have . eve .. 
done freely ? Are not the people il) 
the colonies as loyal and dutiful fub
jeCts . as auy age or nation ever pro ... 
duced, and are they not as ufeful 
to the kingdom in this remote quar
ter of the world, as their fellow-fub~ 
jeCl:s are in Britain? The parliament, 
it i~ cQnfdfed, have power to regu-
late the trade of the w hole empire ; 

hath it not full power, by thi~ 
mcans, to draw all the money and 
~ealth of the colonies into the rnpther 
(ountry, at pleafure? What rnotive, 
after all this can remain, to induce the 
parliament to abridge the privilege~, 
and leiren the rights of the moll: loyal 
and dutiful fubjed:s; fubjeCls juftly 
. to ample .freedom, .who have 
lang enjoyed, and not abufed or fot-
feited their liber-ties, who have ufed 
theln to . own advantage,. in du

tiful 

-

• 
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tirul fubferviency to the orders and 
the interefts of Great-Britain? Why 
ihould the gentle current ;of . tl'anqui
lit y , that has fo long run with peace 
through all the Britifh flates, . and 
flowed with joy and with happinefs~ 
in all her countries, be at laft ob .. · 
fl:ruCl:ed, and turned out of its true 
cOUlfe, inta unufual and winding 
channels, by which many of thefe co~ 
lonies muft be ruined; but none of 
them can poffibly be made more Tich 
or more happy. . 

Befare we conclude, it may be ne-· 
ceffary to take notice of the vaft dif
ference there is' between the raifing 
money in a country by duties~ taxes; 
(jr otherwife, and employing and lay .. 
ing out the money again in the fame 
country; and -raifing the like fums of 
money, by' the like means,- and fend-

. ing it away quite out of the country 
where -it is raifed .. Where the former 

-of thefe is' the . cafe, although· the 
ftims raifed may be' very great, yet· 
that country may fupport itfelf under 
-. them; 

, 

-
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fhem.; for, as fait-as the maney is <;:af~ 
kd:~~' together, . it is agd.i~ fcattered 
ahroad, to be ufed incammerce a.,d-. 
every kind of buGnefs, 2..nd lnoney. is: 
not: made fcareer by this means, but, 
rather the contrary,. as this 'Continual 
circulatroIl;, mutt have a tendency, i,I;t. 

[ome degree, to. prevent its be~g 
hoarded. But where the latter·'me.-. . , 

thod is pur[ued~ the dfea wiJl· b.e ex-', ! 
tremely d~ffereIlt; for here) as :fafi aS' 
the ~oney can be colleCted, it' is im:':; 

mediately fent out o~ ili,e :country~., 
never to re turn but bv a tediaus round . . J 

ofcommerce,which at beft mufi tak~) 
UD nluch ·time: here all trade, and. 
~ . --- . - .. 

, 

everykind'ofbufinc~ dependingupon: . 
. it will.grow dull, and mufl: 'languifh 

more and more, until it comes. to a:. 
~al.fl:op at laft. .!f .. the maney 'rai(~ 
ed in Great··Britain in the. three lai! 
yeal'~ of the late. war, . and w hicIl 'ex:": 
ccede4 farrj m~lioJ}s' fterling, .ha4· \ 
bcen fent out of the. ki~gd~m, .\vould, 
~ot this ~v~ nearly n~inedthei t~ad~ 
of the nation in three yea.rs. only? . 

. .' ihink· 

r 
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Thfnk then wbat mufl: be the condi-, .' . 
t,ion of thefe miferåble colonies, ,,,hen' 
all themoney propofed to be raif
~d in thein, by high duties on the 
i~portation of divers kil1ds of goods, 
by the' poft-office, . by ftamp-duties. 
and other ~axes, is fent 'qu~te away, 
asfafi as it can be colle'8:ed: and this . :-. . 

.is to, be rep~ted continua1ly! Is it 

~umfl:aIl.Ges to fupport themfelyes, to 
have any money, any trade, . or other 
bufinefs' carried on in them ? Certain-

. . -- . 

}y it is ll:0~; nor is there at prefent~ 
or ever was~ any country under hea~ 
ven, that did, or poffibly could 'fup
port itfelf under fuch burdens. . , . 

We hrially begieave to affert that 
thefirfl: planters of thefe colonies 
were pious Chriflidns, were faithftil 
fubjeCls: who, with' a fortitude and 
perfeveranee li'ttle kno-\;'n, . and lefi 
f:onfidered, fettled thefe wild' coun-

• • 

~~ies,. by "God' s goodnefs and their 
own amazing hibours; thereby. added' 

G a lnoft 
, 

• 

, 

.' 

, 
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a. moft valuable depelldance to th~ 
crown of Great-Britain, were evet ,. 
'. . 

dutifullv fubfervient to her interefts; 
" "' they. fo taught their children, that 

not ane has been difaffeCted to' this 
day, but all have honeftly obey~d 
every r~yal command, and chearfully 
fubmitted to every confiitutiorial 
~~\V; they have as Iittle i.nclination 
;iS ~ they have å.bility to throw" off 
their. de .. ' dancy: they have moft 
C3r~fully .avoided every meafure that 
joight be offenfive, and all fuch 'ma~ 
nufaClures as \Vere interdiCl:ed. -Be.;: 

• - . 

fides aU this, they have ri1ked their 
lives when they have been ordered j 

and fiuni{bed their money w heil
ever it has been called for;. have ne.., 

. . 

ver been either troublefome or ex ... - . - . 

penfive to the mothercountry; 
have kept all due order, and "hav€ 
fupported a regular government; 
they have maintained peace,. and 

C " . anity. And in all 
con-

, 

- , 
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ditiorts, upon all occa{ion~, and in ' 
l;!very relation, they have always ,de~ 

.. meaned, themfelv~ as loyal, as du.:.. 
tiful fubjelts ought to do: and no 
kingdom, or' ibte, or empire, .hath, 
.or ever', had colonies more quiet~ 
or more, obedient; more' fe[viceable~ 
more profitable, t4~n thefehave ever 
been. ' , . . . . .. 

. May the' fame Divine, Goodnets, 
'that ,guided the hrfi Planters, that 
protea~d the fettlements, ~nd iil
ipired Kings to be gracwus, Par
liaments to be tender; ever pre
ferve, ever proteCl: ~nd fupport our 

.. prefent Moll: Gracio\Js K~g; give 
great wifdom to his miniftrrs, 'and 
much under1b.nding to his parlia
~ent; p~rpetuate' the {o.vereigntyof 

,the BritHh <:ohfl:itution, and the, filial 

. - ., ... 

dependancy of all the colonies. y 

-.. 
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, 

l'rovid(fJC(, i1) NewaEngltlM. 
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