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ADVERTISEMENT,.

T’HE Sulflance of tle foliewing Irquiry was
written [ome Years cgo, fion ofter ibe Delirine
of endiefs Punifluert bigan to be prliicly senied by
Jome amorg ws. Lofi Winier it was revijed ; ana
Jeme Acaiticrs and Aiterutions uere mave ; by
which it bus Leex cofi wnto the Furm in which it
now appears.

Since it was fiuifed, the Autlcr Lis jeen feverol
lote Lubircatiors cn the fume Suegell ; in which
are found Jcme of the fame Sextiments and Argu-
ments, wihich are imircduced by han *  But, as
they were vt taken from them, end are nit expref-
fed in the fame DNiesver, or intrciuced in the jame
Conngxion teve 5 and as tins Atienpt is cefigned to
be a more particslur ard full Difcyficn of the
Subjeél ; ond way jod into the Hanas of fonie@bbo
Will nt [+e thofe menticned ; st is baped this Fub-
lication, alter them, will net be thougbt offuming
or needlefs.

* Tle Lclirine of fral, Univerfal Sch ation exawinea
ard fLoun to be unferip ural. By Dr. Gordum, of Koxty-
1y.=-A Difccw e cencerning the Precejs of 1tbe Gerercl
Jucgmert. Ly Mar, knwons, f Frarkisiem Thas als Nien
fallnet be juned, attompied 1o be prened aid illufieved,
 skree Sermons. By My, Tbacker, of Nuiden,

dNewpert, May 6, 1783,
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T HE
INTRODUCTION,

M AN is not only made capable of looking
forward, burt is ftrongly inclined to do it

and cannot avoid a greater or lels degree of
thought and concern about futurity, and the
gool or evil which he fhall be the fubject of
hereafter. 'Thefe are the objects of all his hopes
and fears, and afford great fcope for the con-
tinual exercife of them, and thofe affc&tions
which attend them ; by which he is influenced,
more or lefs, in all his condut. And though
moft of mankind appear to confine their prof-
pects chiefly or altogether within the narrqw
Limits of this hife, and feel little eoncerned about
that which may take place after they leave this
world ; yet who 1s there that will not pro-
nounce this very uureafonable, on the leafk
ferious refle@tion, and confider it as an evidence,
among a thoulend others, of human depravity?
We arc certainly capable of exiftence in a
future ftate ; yea, of continuing to exift with-
out end ; and there is nothing in reafon or ex-
perience to render this improbable ; but much
to induce us to believe, that this prefent life is
only preparatory to our exifting in an endlefs
ftate hereafter; and that we fhall be happy or
mifcrable the.e, according as weare the ob)cféts_
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1i INTRODUCTION.

ol the favor of our Muker, or not. Therefore, this
our future exiftence is the moft interefting and
important to us, and demands our greateft and
moft ferious attention, and concern, and the
highe(t exercife of our hopes and fears.

It is true, indeed, that when we turn our
thoughts to this fubject, we at once fecel that
reafon alone will never enable us to determine,
without hcttcation, many important inquiries
about a future ftate ; and that mankind would
be leftin great and molt undefirable uncertainty
“and darkncfs, refpecting all things that relate to
the wnvifible world, without fome other aflift-
ance ; and that it is therefore greatly defirable,
and of infinite importance, that God, who 1s
able, (hould aflift man, by a particular revelation

ot his will and defign, with regard to a furure

ftate.  And this might not only be a ground of
hope that God may thus favor his crearure man,

to .vhom he grants fo many favors in his pro-
vidence, and thows himfclt propitious; but af-

fords good reafon to conclude he has aétually

given fuch a revelation: And may ferve to excise |
our gratitude to God, who find ourfelves i’

altual pofleflion of a revelation which bears
every mark, andisattended with all the evidence

"”‘h"«.._

of its divine original, that can be defired, or cven .

concetved ; and ought to lead us to feel the

greac oHlapatxons we are under to attend to 1,

with a ferious and honeft mind, ready to receive
the dictates of heaven on this important point,
whatever we may find to be revealed. All
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INTRODUCTION. i

All who admit the feriptures of the old and
new-teftaments to be from God, agree that it
is there revealed, that they who fhall beredeemed
from (in, and made happy by Chrift the Savicur,
thall have an unccafing exiftence in perfect
happinefs in his everlafting kingdom, Dut they
have differed much about the future cxiftence
and punithment of thofe who do not embrace
the gofpel in this lite; but live and die in their
fins. Moft who hsve lived in the chriflian
world have profefled to believe, thatitis as clearly
revealed that the latter f{hall exift forever in
endlefs punifhment, as that the former fhall be
happy without end. But a humber bave de-
nied this. Some have exprefled a confidence
that all the wicked f(hall ceafe to exifl, and be
annihilated, etther immediately upon the death
of the body, or after they have continuved in
milery, and been punifhed during a proper
length of time.  Others are confident, it can be
proved from fcripture, that all the buman 1ace
will be finally and eternally happy. Some of
thefe allow, that they who die in their fins will
be punifhed for a teafon, even safter the day of
juigment, as an cifcétual difcipline to tring
them to repentance. But others confidently
aflerc that all will be happy at the day of judg-
ment. And fome of thele hold that all do enter
into perfeét bleflednefs, when they leave this
world. |

The defign of the following inquiry is to af-

| | filk



iv INTRODUCTTION.

filt a1l who are defirous to know the truth, in
examining this point in the light of the facred
oracles; and to help them to fce the reafonable-
nefs of what 1s there revealed concerning it,
and to anfwer the moft material objedtions that
have been made agaieit it. There feems to be a
fpecial call for this now, as the denial of endlefs
punifhment has been more open and common
of late, and the doétrine of umverfal falvation,
though in different torms, is zealoufly efpoufed
by many.

We have no reafon to think the difference of
fentiment on fotmportant and interelting a point,
among thofe who profefs to form their diffcrent
opinions from divine revelation, 1s owing to
any defedt in the bible, or becaufe the trurh
refpectingit is norrevealed wirh futhcient plain-
nefs. This diveriity and oppefinon of fenti-
ment, thercfore, mutt be wholly owing to the
faulty prejutices, and evil biafes in the minds
of men, which indiipcfe them to believe the
trurh, and lkad them to mifunderftand and per-
vert the holv feriprures ; even where that which
1¢ revealed s very plain and decifive,

Wheaever attends to the different and oppofite
fentiments on almoft every point in religion,
v hich have been and are embraced, even by
thole who have the bible in their hands, and
apreal to thar for the fupport of whar they be-
b ve, wili have fuflicient reafon to derermine,
'hat no ftanding revelaton can be given from

heaven
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INTRODUCTION: v

heaven, however perfed, plain and decifive,
that cannot be mifunderftood and perverted, by
men ot corrupt and perverfe minds.  1f divine
revelation be fo formed, that they cannot fail of
feeing every important truth contained 1n it,
wha give fuitable atrention to it, and have a
meek, humble, nonelt mind ; 1t 1s fuited to an-
fwer all the defirable ends of a revelanon, how-
ever it may be abuied and perverted, by thofe
who do not love the truth, in fupport of the
moft grofs and hurdul eirors,

We therefore have all defirable encourage-
ment to {earch the fcriptures, that we may icarn
what will be the cercain counfequence of living
and dying in fin; what will be the punithment
of the wicked in the future ftate; as it is cer-
tainly there plainly revealed ; and however
men have differed, and many have run into
great and dangerous errors on this point, we
may have the comfortable aflurance, that we
fhall know what is the truth refpecting this im-
portant article, if with mecknefs and impartia-
lity we be ready to receive and love what God
has revealed. But as many have failed of this,
ernd have come to the bible full of prepdices
againft the truth there revealed, and difpofed to
belicve nothing contained in divine revelation,
which isnot agreeable to their corrupted minds
and fo have not believed the trirh, and have
been juftly given up to ftrong delufion, to be-
lieve a lie; and we are liable (0 the fame {in,

aild



¥i INTRODUCTION,

and dreadful confequence ; let us therefore take
heed to ourfelves, and humbly, withearnefiness
and couftancy, look to the Father of lights, that
he may give us an boneft heart, and {o openour
minds to underttand the feriptures, that we may
find che truth after which we are now inquirs
g, and have our hearts eltublithed in it, and
be direfted to improve it to his glory, our
own cternal good, and the benefit of owr
neiZhbour,

% OeQ%Eﬁﬁ
ﬁgm%m&

¥
wh

SECTION [

y



T T N it b, e i }I‘— ,W_" A e N nl et

- . AR =
NP T R L

B N AT TSR S T S S
rotetegetated s Bkt ato oo Roto Lo JeRols
K00, TS0 IS0 1 U S IR SRR VR

S EC TITI O N L

I N which it is inquired, whether the 1Wick-
ed will be punifbed in the future Siate ;
and what the boly Scriptures teach con-
cerning this.

UCH is faid in the fcripture concern-
M ing the evil and pumifhment that =l

come on the Wicked in a furure ftate,

This obfervation will be fufficiconly
illuftrated by the following paffages ; thouph
they do not contain all that is faid on this fub-
jeét in the infpired writings,

The evils which God brings on men in this
world for their fins, and his often deftroying
them 1 a terrible manner, as a teftimony of isis
difpleafure with them, many inftances of which
we find recorded in facred writ, do foreheds
the future punifhment of the wicked, and xwuy

well be confidered as a ftanding evidence wnd
admonition of this. * The

* Itis true indeed, that many make the evils they (1. 5r in
this life, an argument thar they (hail be happy in the wic e
world, znd are bence confi‘eat, as i+ has been nhen (X, % de
fed, that all ihe Lol they dhall have, is in this wortd,

Boy
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he deftrution of the old world by the
flood, when only one family was faved; the §
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the #
deliverance of Lot, are confidered, by Chuift and
his apoftics, as emblems or types of the deftruc- §
tion or punifhment of the wicked 1 the tuture
ftate, and. the falvation of God’s people.  Mat, §
xxvi. 37, 38. ** But as the days of Noah were, #
fo fhall alfo the coming of the Son of man be.
For as 1n the days that were before the flood, &
they were eating and drinkirg, &c. until the §
day that Noah entered into the ak, and knew !
not till che flood came and to k them all away;
Jo fhall alfo the coming of the Sun of man be.” 2Pet. §
i, 5, &c. * For it God ipared not the old §
world, but faved Noah, bringing in the flocd §
upon thc world of the ungodiy; and turning g
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into athes, ¥
condemned them with an overthrow, making §
them an enfample to thofe that after fbould live un- §
godly ; and delivered jult Lor, The Lord know- &
eth how to deliver the godly out of tempration, §
and to referve the unjuft unto the duy of jusgment to g
be punifbed.” Here the apoftle makes thele de- B
ﬂru&ions of the wicked an argument that the §
ungodly in general will be punifhed in the fu- |§
ture 3

But this way of arguing is evidently owing totheir being ine
fenfible and greatly (tupid, with refpet tothe evil o fingand :{
the magmtude ot their own crimes, 2nd their look: R on &
them{elves in a meafure innocenr, Hence they conciude, &

that the evils they (ufler here in body and m?nd are fuil as
wuch as 1bey defesve, and andsed o et Gl e,




( 3 ) Sed. 1.

tre (iuts, aud after the day of judgment:
A Lo ctote teaches us to confider them in
this .. %, and by them ta learn the diftinelion
Goa wil make between the godly and unjuft
ar the 1(t dav. In the fame light St. Jude cone
fiders the dethiuétion ot Sodom, &e. ** Bven as
Sodem and Gomorrsh, oiving themfelves over
to foruicating, and going alter {trange flefh,
are [:t forth /,r an exampw, jujﬁ'nrg the vengeaice
of eternal fire.” In tms view, *": bible is full
of admomauons of the certain punifnment of
all that live ungodly, when the righteous fhall
be completely delivered, dand enter into ever-
lafting life. A contrary doom is pointed out
for rhc wicked.

When God reveals a Saviout, by Mofes, and
promifeth he fhall come into the world, in the
character of a prophet, lie adds the following
words, Deut, xviii. 19. “ And 1t fhall come

pafs that whofoever will not hearken unto
mv wmds, which he fhall fpeak in my name, I
will reguire it of him." That is, he (hall anfwer
to me for it, and I will deal with him, and pu-
nih him accoraingly. Therefore when St. Peter
quotes this paffage, he expreiles the true fenfe
in the following words, ¢ He (hall h'nrﬁm)ed
from among his people.” This is w curly de-
claration, that rejection of Chriit in rnis world,
would prove fatal to men ; and that he would
be fo far from fuving all men, thatthey who fhall
difregard bim in this life, will ccrtainly be

C punifhed
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punithed with a peculiarly aggravated Jes §
ftruction, ~

We find an swful threatning of God to the i
wicked, who continue his incoirigible enemies, &
through this life, under all the methods takcn
to reclaim thcm, in Dcut. xxx1is 25. &c. * To
me belongeth vengeance and recompence, their §
foot thall flide in due time; for the day of §
their ealamity is at hand, and the things lllat -
{hall come upon them make hafte, For 1 lift §
my hand to heaven, and fay 1 live forever. I 4
I whet my glittering fword, and mine band take §
hold on judgment; 1 will render vengeance to §
In'ne cnemics, ana wili reward them that hate §
me. I will make mine arrows drunk with §
blooad, and that with the blood of the {lain, and §
of the captives, trom the beginning of revenges
upon the etiemy.” ;
The punithment here threatened, to the obfti- ¥
nately wicked, is to be infi&ed in a future ftate ; i
for no fuch diftin¢tion between God’s people &
and his enemics, as is reprefented in this paflage &
ot fcrip ure, does take place in this world : Be- &
fides, the firlt words of this paragraph are quo- §
ted by St. Paul, Heb. x. 30, and he applies them |
to the furwe punithment of the wicked, of
which he is there ipeaking,  © For we know %
him that b ..+ faid, Vengeance belongeth unto %
me, I wili = ompente, faith the Lord.” And'
he then adds, ¢ It is a tearful thing to fall into ¢
the hands of the living God,” In the laft words, *
The -




( 5§ ) Jefd. 1.

The living God, he cvidently has reference o
thofe 1n the puiT:\ge above recited, 1 hfr oy
hat:d ro heaven, and tav, [ live forever.,” Whiich
certairly impiir s, that God lives {o as to beable
to pumith the wicked ina furure flate; fo that
they are fo far from getting out of bhis hands
when they dic, that then in a peculiar lenfe,
they fall into his banas, to fuffer the vengeance
threatened. And may it not be juflly obferved
here, that, though the endlefs duration of this
punithment is not exprefly aflerced in the threat-
ning ; yet it feems to be plainly intimared, when
Jehovah introduces bimfelf as living forever, to
exprefs his determinatien and abxht to render
vengeance and recompence 1o his eticmics ; and
that he will do this as long as he liveth. Bat
this 13 to be more particularly confidered here-
after.  And perhapsit will a2ppear, when pro-
perly confidered, that it is neuﬂ'ary that Ged
fhould live forcver in order torender vengeance,
and a proper and full recompence to his enc-
mics, that 1s, a punifhment equal to their de-
fert.

Job and his friends fpeak much of the cvil
end, and punithment of the wicked, as ceriai
and tnevirable ; being the objeés of God's dif-
plcafme and wratl) s and at the fame time mcii-
tion the fecurity and hnppmcfs of the rightecus,
in his favor and prou&mn Sce Jib iv. 8, 9,
20, 21, Vill, 13,—23. XI. 13 —20, XV, 2¢,
~35+ XVl 5,—21. XX. 4,—29. Inthislaft

quoted
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quoted paflage are the following words, “ Knows
ett thou not this of old, that the triumprig of
the wicked is fhort, and the joy of the hvpouiite
but for a moment ! Though lus excdlicney
mount up to the heavers, and his hesd reach
unto the clouds; yet he fhall perith torcver, hike
‘his own dung—His bones are full of the f1us of
his youth ; which fhall lie down wih hup in
the dult. When be is about 1o fill i1s belly,
Sod fhall caft the fury of his wrath upon f.um,
a:d fhall rain it upon him while he is cani g §
He fhall flee from the iron weapon, and a puw £
of ficel fthall ftrike him through. It is drawn §
and cometh out of the body; yea the gliftening §
fword cometh out of his gall ; terrors arc upon §
him. A fire not blown fhall contume him. The g
heaven fhall reveal hisiniquity ; and the earth §
fhall rife up agaiuft him. This 1s the portion of §
o wicked man trem God, and the heritage ap- #
pointed unto him by God.” Job himfclt agrees §
with his friends in this, that tbe wicked are the §
objcélts of God’s wrath, and fhall be punifhed. |
Thev diffcred cn this head only in epplying this &
doérine : They confidered outward affli&tions in g
this world, as incJuded in the punifhment of the B
wicked ; and theretore concluded, that they 3
who fuffcred greatly by the band of God in this /§
]ife were ungodly, and the objeéts of divine dif- §
'eafure ; and that God would prote ¢t and fave 4
the truly pious from fuch evils, in this world.

He infifted, that the diftin@ion berween the
nghteous
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righteous and the wicked did not take place,
and appear in God's difpenfations and dealings
with them, in his providence, in this life; there-
fore the good and evil by which they were to be
diftin~ithed, mult and would take place 1y a fu-
ture {tate only. He fays, thatinnocence and
righteoufnels will not {ecure a perfon from at-
flictions in this life, and trom death, 1n common
with the wicked. Chap. ix. 22, &c. * This
is one thing, therefore I faid it, he deftroyeth
the perfe&@ and the wicked.  1f the feourge {lay.
fuddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the 1nno-
cent. The earth 1s given nto the hands of the
wicked ; if not, where, and who is he?” He
obferves, that the wicked live long and profper
in their wickednefs in this world, Chap. xii.
6. * The tabernacles of rob ers profper, and
they that provoke God are fecure, into whofe
hand God bringeth abundandy.” © Chap xxi. 7,
8, 9. *“ Wherefore do the wicked live, become
old, yea, and mighty in power? Their feed is
eftablithed in their ight with them, and their
offspring before their eyes. Their houfes are
fafe from fear, neither is the rod of God upan
them, &c.” Yet he fpeaks of the punifhment
and deftruction of the wicked as certain and
incvitable ; which therefore muft take place in
a furure ftate.  Speaking of the wicked, he fays,
* They are as ftubble before the wind, and as
chaif that the ftorm carrieth awav.  God layeth

up his iniquity for his children: He rewardcth
him,
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him, and he fhall know it. His eyes fhall fee
bis deftruction, and he fhall drink of the wrath

of the Almighty.” Chap. xxvii. 7, &e. *“Let

mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that rifeth
up againft me, a3 the unrighteous. For what
15 the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath
gained, when God taketh away his foul ? Will
God hear his cry when treuble cometh upon

him? This is the portion of the wicked man §
with God, and the heritage of oppreflors, which |

they (hall receive of the Almighty.  The rich

man fhall lie down, but he fhall not be ga- '

thered.” i. e, he thall die, but fhall not be ga-
thered and received to the fociety of the blefled,
as Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob were at their
death. * He openeth his eyes, and he is not.
Terrors tuke hold on him as waters, a tempeft
ftealeth him away in the night.  The eaft wind
carrieth him away, and he departeth; and a
ftorm hurleth him out of his place. For God

fhall caft upon him, and not fpare: He would |
fain flce out ot his hand,” Chap. xxxi. 3. “Is

not deftruction to the wicked, and a ftrange §

punithiment to the workers of iniquity ?”
J b and his friends lived in the uays ot Mofes,

or before; and by them we fearn what was the §
dottrine refpeéting the future punithmeat of the §
- wicked, received and taught by the people of %

God ar that time  They reprefent it as certain §f
- and very dreadful, and give not the leaft hint

~ that it (hall cver eud; but the whole they fay
rather

.
k
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fathet imports the contrary. ‘They reprefent
the wicked as deprived ot all his hopes, when
he dies; which furely can not be true, 1f he
fhall be immediately happy, or happy forever,
though punifhed for a time. Whatis the hope of
the hypocr.te, though be bhath yained, when God
paketh away bis [oul @ Goi fhall caft upin himt, AND
NOT sPARE. Yea, he fhuil perifs forever.

The book of Pfalms, tn which the future
ftate is brought more fully into view, than ia
the preceding part of {cripture, is full of threat-
nings to finners, and declararions of their pu-
nithment in the world to come. This will be
fufficiently evident, by reciting the following
paflages, out of many more which are found
in thofe facred writings.

In the firt Pfalm the truly pious are pro-
nounced blefled; and the ungodly are curied,
as thofe who fhall be condemned at the day of
judgment, feparated from the righteous, and ut-
terly perith, and be deftroyed. ¢ The ungodiy
arenot fo: but arelike the chaff which the wind
driveth away. Tlierefore the ungodly fhall not
ftand in the judgment, nor finners in the con=
gregation of the righteous : For the Lord know-
eth the way of the rightecus; but the way of
the ungodly fhall perifh.”  Pial. xi. 6. Upon the
wicked he fhall rain fnares, fire and brimftone,
and an horrible tempeft : This fhall be the por-
tion of their cup.”  This is not their portion
inthis life ; thercfore it mutt refer to their pa-

aifhmecnt
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nilkmentin a futuie ftate; which is reprefented §
as very dreadtul.  Pful, xxi. 8, 9. * Thine hand §
fhall find out all thine enewics, thy right hand §
thall find out thote that hate thee, Thuu (halt §
make them as a ficry oven in the time of thine §
anger: The Lord fhall fwallow them up, and
the fire fhall devour them.”  xxxiv, 21. * Evil
fhali flay the wicked; and they that hate the
rightecus fhall be defolate.” When the Plalmift §
has rclated the trouble and perplexity he had §
experienced, by obferving the apparent profpe- i
rity and happinefs of the wicked in this world, §
he fays, Pfal. Ixxiit. 17, &c. * Whenl thought
to know this, it was too painful for me ; until
I went into thie fan&tuary of God ; then un- §
derftood I their end. Surely thou did{t fet them in g
flippery places : Thou caftedeft them down into |
deftruction.  How are they brought into defo- §
lation as in a moment! They are utterly con- ¥
“fumed with terrors.  As a dream when one §
awaketh ; fo, O Lord when thouawakeft, thou §
fhalt defpnfc their image.  Forlo, they that are §
far from thee fhall perith: Thou haft deftroyed &
all thcm that go a whoring fromthee.” Al this §
evil, wretchednefs and deftrution, in which g
the wicked perifh, is what muft be inflicted on 4
them after death, in the invifible world; for %
thefe are they who profper in this world, and
die like other men, as death is common to both ¥
the righteous and wicked. Their end therefore, "’j‘i

which he then underftood and defcribed, muft -
o be

/
¥
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beé the punithmeit which comes on fhe wicked
in confequence of dewh, or leaviag this world,
1t the wickéd were happy as fo s us they lrave
this world, this patlige would be altogetiher uns
intclligidle ; gea, a pertedt deception. And how
can there be any end to this deftru¢hion and
punithment, when this itfelf is faid to be their
end? It this dettruction were to come to an ¢nd,
and they, atier all, muft be eternally happy,
how can this be called their end? When St
Paul fpcaks of fome whofe exd is deftruétion,
muft he not intend a dettru¢tion which s in-
confiftent with thdir eternal happinets? For if
he meant a deftraction confittent with their
having cternal life, fuch a dctru@ion is notc
their ead, but infimitcly far from ic; and ever-
Jafting hie would be their end: - And thcrc would
be no prepriety ortruth in rhe dithinétion which
he makese Rome vie 24, 22 ¢ Woaat iruit had
ye then i thole things, whereot ve are now
athumzd?  For td2 end of -tinfe thinps is death.
Bur now being mude free fiom fin, and become
fervans to God. ye have your lrurt utto holi-
nels, aut the end everlifiing Ife!

Plil. Ixxv. 5. * In the hand c¢f the Lord

there is a cup, and the wine is red: It s full,

of mixture,- and he prureth out the fame; but
the dregs thercof all the wicked of the carth
fhall wiing them our, and drink them.”  xcii.
7, 8, 9. When the wicked Ipnng as the ':;""’c
and wheaall the workers of iniquicy Jo flvenih,
D W
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it is that they fhall be deftroyed forever. But
thou, Lord, art mofl high forcvermore  For lo,
thine enemies, O Lord, for lo, thine encmics
fhall pernith)”  xcive 23, **And he (hall bring
wpon them their own iniquity; and fhall cut
them off in their own wickednefs; yea, the
Lord our God thall cut them off”  ¢xi1. 9, 10,
“ His righteoulnefs (who feareth the Lord)
endureth forever; his horn fhull be exalted
with honour. The wicked fhall tee 1, and be
gricved; heé fhall gnath with his tecth, and
melt away @ The defire of the wicked thall pe-
rith.”  This ditio¢tion berween the righteous
and the wicked 1s not made w this hite ; there-
fore it mult be made in ithe furure Haw; and
then this threatning thail be infl:¢ted on the
wicked.,  cxxxix. 19. *Surely, thouwil {lay
the wicked, O God.” This does not intend
God’s taking them out vt the world by death ;
for in this fenfe, he flays the righreous as mich
as the wicked; but it muft intend a punifhiment
after the death of the body, or thefecond death,
or it can have no meaning.  This is evidently
oppofed to what Daviddefires God would grant
unto him, ver. 24, ** Lead me in the wuy ever-
lafting 7 c¢xlv. 20. ** The Lord preferverh all
them that love him ; bur all the wicked will he
deftroy.”  This allo mult refer to a tuture ftate;
for both they who love God, and his enemcs,
arc cqually preferved in this life. and dettioyed
by dywmg. This deltivélion of the wicked is
thiat

% By
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that which is {o often fpoken of as their portion
and end, in the furure {tare,

In the writings of Sclomon, efpecially in his
Proverbs, we find the future punifhment and
miferv of the wicked often mentoned ; and ge-
nerally in contratt to the fafety and happincs
of the righrcous.  Thae tollowing inftances, vut
of muny u:ore that might be mentioned, will
be fuflicicut co illuitrate this remark,  Prov. 1,
24, &.. *“Becaule have callad, and ye refufed,
I have ftretched our my hand, and no man re-
garded ; but ye have fet at nought my counfel,
and would none of my reproof: I alfo will
Jaugh ar your czlamity, and { will mock when
your fcar cometh; when your fear cometh as
defolation, and your deftruthion cometh as 8
whirlwind ; when dittrets and angufh cometh
upon you. Then fhalithey coll upon me, but
1 will not anfwer; they fhall feek me carly. but
fhall not find me.  For that they hated know-
ledge, and did not chufe the fear of the Lord:
Therefore fhall they eat of the fruir of thete
own way, andbe filled with their own devices.
For the wurning away of the {imple fhall flay
them, and the profperity  of fools fhall deflroy
them” Chap. v, 22, © His own iniquities {hall
take the wicked himifcelf, and he thall be holden
with the cordg of his fins, He (hall dic without
inftruction, and in the greatrefs of his folly he
fhall go aftray.” Chap. x. 28. * The hope of
the righteous fhall be gladnefs : But the expecs

tation



S.4. 1. ( 14 )

taiicen of the wicked fhall perith. The wav of
the Lord s fbrergrh to the upright: But de-
ftructron to the workers o imquity.”  Chap. xi.
. When a wicked man dicrh his expedlation
fhall peath: And the hepe of unjoft men pe-
yitheth ™ What words could more tully exprefs
the mifery of the wicked atrer death, or uilert
more {horgly, thut he fhad then be deprived of
all good, wlhich is the « bj;'& ¢ f Liepe, and fi!l
1nto abialute dddpar ! And how incenfiflent ure
{fuch ciflovuons as thofe, wirth his furviving 1his
mifery, and, afrer all this, obtaining ercrnui hop-
pincis D How con his hepe perifh when be dies,
1! he knoews, or has the leaft heye, that he (hall
e yer cernally happy ? Chap. xxiii 17, 18,
oolomon fays. * Let not thine heart envy fin-
ners: ttur be theu o the fear of the Lord all
Jhe day long: For furcly theieis cov cnd, and
thy exprctitien thall nor be cut ofl)” Thde
words illuftrate thofe 1aft quoted.  1f this be a
promife to him whar teareth God, thar he fhall
be happy atter dearh, and thar withour end, as
1t cerizivly is; then the othar s a threaming
ot the contrary, which is anfery without end.’
3t both the righieous and the widked fhall be
bappy tegetlior, forever ; how is 1t peflible to
be truz, thar the hope ot the farter fhall be cut
ofi and penth, when he dies; and direéltly the
contrary be truc of rae former ?

Chap xi. a1 ** Though hand join in hand,
the wizked fhail not be unpumfhed,”  Chap,

anllo
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xii. 7. * The wicked are overthrown and are
not; bur the houle of the righteous fhall ftand.”
‘Chap. xbi 2:¢. * Evil purlueth ﬁnners, but
td the righteous good fhall be repaid.” Chap.
xiv 32. * The wicked is driven away in his
wukmnefe ; but the righteous hath hope in his
dcath.” Chap. xvi. 4. * The Lord hath made
all things for himielf; yea, cven the wicked
for the day of evil™ Chap. xxi. 12, “ God
overthroweth the wicked for their wickednefs.”
Eccl. viii™ 12, lz.' % Though a finner do evil
an hundred times,” or vears, “and his days be
profonged 3 yet furely, 1 know that it thall be
well with them tiat fear God ; but it fhall not
be well with the wicked, ncither thall he pro-
long his days, which are as a fhadow; becaufe
he tcareth not betore God.” _
It is certain that all thefe evils which are de-
nounced againft the wicked, by which they are
to be ditinguithed from the righteous, are in~
flited, not 1n thiskife, but in a furure flate;
becaufe the fame infpired writer fays, there is
no fuch diftin&ton in this life. Eccl. ix. 1, 2.
* No man knoweth cither love or hatred, by
all that is before them. All things come alike
to all, there is one evene to the righteous and
to the wicked; to the gnod and to the clean,
and ro the unclean; to him that facnﬁueth, and
to him that facrificeth not: As is the good, fo

Is the finner; and he that fwecareth, as he that
fcareth an oath.”

The
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The prophet Ifaiah fpeaks much of the dread. ff;:

ful evil, and unavoidable punilhment, that willd

Il

attend the wicked 1o the future ftute.  He fcema”

te fum up and declare the whole import of hisfk

commiflion and prophecy, Chap. . 10, 11.§
“Say ye to the righteous, that it {hall be well§
wich him ; for they fhall eat the fruit ot their §
doings. Wo unto the wicked, it (hall be 1ll§
with him ; for the reward of his hands fhall be g
given him.”  Here the righteocus and the wick-py
ed are fet in oppofnion to each othery with re- 4
fpect to the fruit and end of what they do in
this world.  And if what i3 promifed to the§
former, be endlefs life and happinefs ; can the &
tizreatning of the contrary, to the latter, be any |
thing but direltly the oppofite, endlefs mifery j§
and punifhment? That punifhment muft bek
very dreadtul, which is a tull reward of all that &
the finner does in this life, that is, anfwerable®
to his ill defert s And doubtlefs will be without &
end ; which will be particularly confidered in §
the fequel.

Chap. xxviii. 16, &c. * Therefore, thus faith

the Lord God, Behold 1 lay in Zion torafoun: §

o
L
%

dation, a ﬁone a tried ftone, a precious ccrner §
{tone, a fure foundation : He that believeth fhall
not make bhafte. Judgment alfo will I lay to 3
the line, and rightcoufuefs to the plummet, and ‘f
the hail (hall fweep away the refuge of lies, and 2
the warers fhall overflow the hiding-place. And
your covenant with death fhall be difapnulled, !

and
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f and your agreemcnt with hell thall not ftand ;
% when theoverflowing feow ge thall pafs through,
@ then (hall ye be trodden down by 1, &c.” This
8 paflage refpects Chrift, and peints out the cer-
| tain oppofite confequenrces of believing on bim,
and rejeéting him.  To him who belicveth, the
B moft perted fecurity from all evil is promifed.
® He fhall be out of the reachof therifing floods of
B water, and the overflowing fcourge. Bue all the
@ reft thall have judgment without mercy, and be
d punifhed according to their crimes, and [wept
§ away by the irrefiftible billows, and overfl ywing
® {courge, of rthe divine vengeance and wrath §
§ What a ftriking, awful reprefentation is this of
ji the future punithment of the wicked !  Chap.
- xXxxiii, 14. ¢ The finners in Zion are afratd,
2 feartulnels hath furprifed the hypoerttes: Vvno
§ among us thall dwell with devouring fire? Wio
- among us fhall dwell with everlafting burn-
& ings?” How can this reprefentation be jult or
A true, if a moft dreadful punifhment, yea, an
A endlefs one, docs not awaiy all thofe finners and
# hypocrites, who fuftain this character 1o :he
# end of life? Chap. xxxiv, 8, 9, 1o.  “ Forit
 is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the vear
B of recompences tor the countroverly of Ziom.
% And the ftrcams thereof fhail be turned ino
4 pitch, and the duft thercot into brimfione, and
2 the land thereof thall become burning piich.
4 Itfhall not be quenched night nor day, the

| &re

© fmoke thereot Mall goups [orever; from geoe-
-~ Calloid
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ration togeneration it fhall lie wafte: Nune ::;.ﬂé
pafs through'it forcver and ever.” ,

The prophet in this paflage, and in the pred
ceding verles, 1s repretenting the arcadtul pie
nithment that fhall come on the &iemies ot )q
and his church, when he fhill rife up to tuke
vengcance on them, and recompence them for
their cvil deeds. And swwhen hebrings into view
tke great evils, and awful dcltruction that tha
come on the encmies of God's people, upe
the introduction of the happy flate of «
church in this world, he cxtends this view to
their milery in the future ftate, in wluch rtheir
punithment thall iffue, and be complered.  This
is not the only inftance ot this Kind ; out we of
ten find in the prophecies borh ot the profperity
and happinels ot God’s church and people, and
the overthrow and punithment of his encmics
that the prophetic vifion connedls the complete
and etcinal happinefs of the former wirth theit
happy ftate in this world, and includ s both ia
the fame figurative reprefentation ; and in the
fame manner reprefents the pumithment of the
lacter.  And thac this paflnge haith reference to
the furure mifery of the wicked, is further evi
dent from the phain allufion to itin the Reve
lation, when fpeaking of the future and drea
ful mifery of the enemies of Godand his people
Chap. xiv. 11.  “ And they fhall be rorniented
with fire and brimftone ; and the fmoke of theie
torment afcendeth up forever and cver; an
they Lkave no reft day nor night.” - « 1a




in the 1, chap. of Ifai. the laft verfe, there is
another threatning of future evil to the wickea.
¢« Behold all ye that kindle a fire, and compafs
yourfclves about with fparks : Wall invhe lighe
of your fire, and in the fparks that ye have kin-
dicd.  This fhall ye have ot mine band, ye (hall
lic down inforrow.” Chap. Ixiil. 1----C. ** Who
is this that ccmeth from Edom, with died gar-
ments from Bozrah? Who 15 glorious in
his apparel, travclling 1n the greatnefs of his
firength ? 1 that fpeak in righteoufuels, mighty
to fave. Wherefore art thou red in thine ap-
parcl, and thy garments ike hima that treadetiy
11 the wine-fat? I have trodden the wine-prefs
alone, and of thic people there was none with

¢: For I will trcad them iy mine anger, and
rrample them in my fury, and their blood fhall
he dprinkled upon my garmeunts, and I will {tain
g1l iy raiment.  For the day ot vepgeance is
10 minc hecart, and the year of my redeemed 1s
comic. And T will tread down the people in
mine anger, and make them drunk 10 my fary,
and T will bring down their {trength (o the
carth,”  Here Chuitt i3 repietented as pouring
vengeance on all his enemies, while he redeems
and faves lus chureli. This is exadtly agreea-
Ule to feveral patlages already quoted, and to the
geaeral current of feripture.  The aceeprable

car of the [-ord is, alfo, the day of vengeance
of our God, Itan Ixi. 2. Andagreeable to the
foripture now under confideration, it is fad of

L Chridl
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Chrift, Rev, xix. 15. ‘Hetreadeth the wine-
prefs of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty
God.” And we are told by Chrift himfclt, and
bv St. Paul, how, and when, this ’lmli be com-
plctely done., Matth. xxv. 41, * Then (hall
betay unto them on his left hand, Dcpart hrom
me, ye curted, into everlafting fire” 2 Thff,
i. 7. &c. “ When the Lord Jofus fhall be re-
ve.led from heaven, with bis mighty ang ls, in
fl iming fire, tuking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the Gufpel
of bur Lord J.fus Chritt ; who(hill be pumﬂlcd

with everlatting deftruc¢tion from the pre fcuce

of the Lord, and the glory of his power,”

1ai. Ixvi. 23, 24. * And it thall come to pafs,

that trem one new moon to another. and from

onc {abbith to another, fhall all flecth come 1o |

warfh:p before me, {aith the Lord.  And they

fhall go forth, and look upon the carcafes of the

men that havetranigrefled againft me; for their
worm fhall not die, neither fhall their fire be

quenched, and they fhall be an abhorring unto
ﬁ‘l ﬁt'i}]n"

Tivs prophet Lad dwelt much on the certain
overtitrow and detruction of all the encemies of -
the church, aund the profperity and happinefs

to whichthat {hill be breught 1 the latter days;
and now concludes his prophecy in thefe re-
markable words, which,in fLigurative language,

repreﬂm the crernal flate of the church, and of

A.}Cr CLONNC S, Wl Wl ate L,\.-.ru 'cd ahd pumﬂled
tor
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for.their tranfgrefion.  Dead bodies whichare
not buricd, foon become very nauleous and a-
bominable, untl they are wholly confumed by
worms, or by fire.  Here the greatndds ard du-
ration of the punithment ot t|1< e tranfgrcflors,
1s fet forth by their todics, though pumd and
very offeafive, continuing unconfumed by the
worm, or by the fire, and remaining food for
the one, ana fuel for the other, without. any
end or dimination,  And thisis to take place in
the tight of ali the inhabitants of heaven; and
they {h D have a0 fully an oview, while they
\Vul(hip and praife G sd. This s cxactly agree-
able to other p:liaes of feripture ; clpeaially
Rev. xiv, 100 “ Aand bicfhall be tormented with
fire and brimftone, 14 t4e pw leice ¢f 1he u/y un-
gelf and in lhe /’J""‘/"c‘}'f"[’ uf ;e *[7141.}102 And the
famole of their tormentalcendoth up ferever and
ever,”  Chap. xix. 3, “ And | heard s great
volice of much people 1n heaven, faymg, Atle-
luia ; fulvarion, and elory, and honor, cnd

power unto the Lord our Ged. Andacain they

-

faid, Allcluia.  And her fmoke rofe up for-
everand ever.”  No imilitude, o words, couldd
be chofen, that would, in a more determinate
and {trnking manner, fet foith the dreadfulnets
and perpetuity of the future punifhment of the
wicked, than thefe ufed by the pr'uph{*t Haiah.
For this reafon, deubddss, cur Suvicur alludes to
this pffiige, repeatedly, when he would fer this
awiul fubject i the moil soakenine point of

Jirhe
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\

light.  But this will be more particularly cone
fidzred hereafter,
" By the prophet Jerenmsiah, God fixeth an aw-
ful cufe on thofe who refule to trufl in him
and pronounceth cvery one blefled that ouft-
eth in the Lord,  Chap. xvii, 5, &c. “Thus
faith the Lord, Curfed be the man that trutteth
in man, and muleth fleth his arm, and whole
beart departeth from the Lord. For he 1hall be
Iike the heath in the defere, and (hall not fee
when good cometh, but fhall inhabit the parchd
places i the wildernefs, 1n a falt land, and not
inhabited. Blefled is the man that trulterh
the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is. For
he fhuli be as a tree planted by the waters, &c.”
The curfe here pronounced on the unbeliever,
muft intend the curfe which wiil fail on him in
the future ftate; for no fuch curle, asis here
deferibedy and oppofed to the blefling pro-

nounced on him who trufteth or believeth 1
God, comes on the finner in this world: But, &

as Jeremiah himfelf fays, in this world, ¢ The
way of the wicked profpereth, and they are
happy that deal very treacheroufly.”  Chap. xil.

1. Thiscurfeisexprefled in figurative language; #
but appears to be the jame which is fixed by g
Jolin the Baptift, and our Saviour on all unbe-
Lievers, < He that bdelicveth not the fon, fhall 4
nor fee life; but the wrath of God abideth on %

Lum. He that believeth not, fhall be damned.
E)cpart from me, ye eurfed, into everlafling

A Y, .
11 ¢
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Tn the bonk of the proplier Pzckicl, itis ofren
Jeclarcd, that they wie perfitt o evil ways,
.hruugh hie, thati Jdre; hatt die i thetr xmg'ufy.
And on the contriny, they who turn from their
evil ways, thail Zive. Sce Chap ul xvill Xxxiit.
b\’ & zrr herecannot mean zkpmmg out of this
n(<~ hy the dearh of the bady; tor the penitent
and obedient Jie this Jea h, as well as the ob-
tinate finner.  §emuit therefore mean what s
called thive fecumd ceath, which is to be judged ac-
cording to their wuiks, and caft into the laks
of fire, where they (hull be tormented forever
and cver. Rev. xx. 14

But one text moie witl be mentioned in the
Old- Teftument, imporung the turuie puimfhment
of the wicked.  Aad that s 1o Daniely, Chap.
ki, 2. ““And manv of dirm that {leep 1n the
duft of the carth {hal) awate, fome to everlalt-
ing life, and fome to fitame and everlufting
contemyt.”

W E now come tothe New-Teftamernt, to fee
what is faid there of the tuture punithment of
the wicked. W imay juttly expect greater light
on this head, 1n this more clear revelation of a
future ftate. If, notwirhitanding all that s
found in the Cld Teftament, there be really no
fuch punifhment, doubtlefs Chrift and hisapoftles
have plainly toid us, (hat there will be no fucl
evil; and have not faid a word that can be con-
ﬁrm.d in favor cof it. But if the glad tidings

proclainecd



Se?. L. ( 24

prochimed in the gofpel, are confiftent wirh
the future punifhment of thofe who rojeétir;
and it a grear, awfully aggravared, and endlefs
punifhment awaits them; the kind Saviour,
who s tull of grace and truth, and thofc whom
he authonized to preach the whole truth, have
certainly warned mankind of this, and ftared g
the doc¢trine ot the wrath to come v the mott §
plain and determinate waords, .
Joun the bap iftt, who was raifed up toine
tro-iuce the Saviour, 1s not {ilent on tins head;
but publithes awtul threarsagaunit the obflinates
v wicked, and thote who ropect Chnl,
Matth. . 7, &c. “When he faw many of
the Pharifees and Sadducess come to lus bape
thim, he fard unto them, O generarton of vipers,
who hath warned vou to fice from the wroth
come  Big fore theretore £ uits moet tor re
ponrance.”  Here hie brings into vicw wrath
cuae. wiiich could be avorded only by true re
pentince,  * And now aito the ax s laid unto
the roor of the trees: Tlerefore every tree
which bringedh not forth good fruit is hewn
dewn and caft into the fire  He that cometh
atter me is mighticr than I whole fan is 10
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his)
fibor, and gather his wheat into ‘he garner. b4l
be wil' burn up the chatf awith w quenchable fire'}
Johiniigz4 “ He thut behieveth on the
barh.ceverlufting life ; and he thar believeth not &8
the Son. (bl ngt fee life « bur the wrath of ?ﬁ
ebidzth on Lim” | What 5
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What need of going any further ! The point
1s decided.  He who mroduceth the Saviour,

p!ainlv tells us what will be the confequence.

They who repent and believe the gofpel, fhall
be faved ; but all who do not, are left in, at
leaft, as bad a cafe, as they could bc in, had
there been no Suviour.  They fhall not fee life ;
but rthe wrath of God aBIpETH onthem ; they
fhall be caft into unquenchable fire.

BuT whart does Chrift himfclt fay ? Mathew
v. 22, & Whofoever f(hall fay to his bro-
ther, Thou fool, fhill be 1n danger of hell fire.
Agrce with thine adverfary quaicklv, while
th-a art in the way with him; left at any
tine the adverfary dediver thee to the judge,
aud the judze deliver thee to the ofheer, and
thou be catt nto prifon.. Venlly 1 fay unto
thee, thou fhalt by no means come out
thence, ull thou hat paid the urermoft
farthing,  Aad 1t thy nght eye cffind thee,
*pluck 1t out, and catt it trom thee: For it is
profitable for thee that one of thy members
fhould perifhy and not thut thy whole body
fhould be catt into helll - And it chy right hand
offend thee, cur it oft, and catt it from thee:
For 1t is profirable for thee that one of thy mem-
Bers thould perifh, and not that thy whaole body
thould be caft into hell.  Chap. vii. 13.
Euter ye in at the tlrait gate ; for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to de-
ftruction, and many there be which go inthere-

. 9
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at.” v, 22, &oo ¢ Many will fay untn me

in that day, L.rd, Lord, have we not prophe-

ficd in thy nane, and o by pame caft out de-
vils, &e. And va AU prulds unto them,
I never krew you: Toopart from me, ye that
work iniquity.  Evsos one that heareth thefe
fayings o! mine. a'v: doth them not, (hall be
Jikencd nnro ateelith man, which built his houfe
upon the f2ud: And the rain delcended, and
the floods cane, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that houic ; and 1t icil, and great was the
fall of it.” Chao vii. 12, “But the children
of the kingdem fhali be caft out into outer dark-

nefs : There ihall b2 weeping and gnalhing of

teeth.” Chap.x. 15, * Venly 1 fay uito you,
it fhall be mcie torerable tor the land of Sodom
atd Gomorrah, 1 the day of judgment, than

for that city.,” v. 28, “Fear aot them which

kill the body, and are nnt able to kill the foul:

But rather fear him which is able to deftroy @
bothfoul and body in liell.”  Cliap. x1, 21, &¢o
Wo unco thee Chorazint I'fay unto vou, it if

fhall be more tolerable tor Tyre and Sidon at
the day of judgment, than jor you. And thou
Capernaum, I fay unto you, 1t {fhall be more

tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 4

judgment, than for thee.” Math. xil. 371, 32
* Wherefore I fay unto you, all nianner of fin
and blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto men:
But the blaiphcm)r againft the Holy Ghoft (hall
not be forgiven unto men,  And whathever
fpeaketi

w.
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(peaketh againft the Holy Ghoft, it hall not be
longwcn hlm, neither in this world, nor in
the world to come.”  Mark, il '*9 “He that
fhall blafpheme againft the Holy Gbioft, hath
never fnx«'hC'V‘fS.' but is in danger of cternal
damnation.”  Luke xii. 10 * And whofoever
(hall fpeak a word againit the fon of man, it
Mhall be forgiven him: But untc him that blaf-
phemeth qgamﬂ the Holy Gilic(t, 1t fhall not be
forgiven. There is a certain connexion be-
tween not being forgiven, aud punifhment, or
damnation.  Matth, xiii. 41, &co ¢ So fhall
it be 1 the end of the world. The fon of
mau il fend forch his angcls, and they (hall
zather out of his kmgdom all things that of-
tend, and them whichh do miquity ; and fhail
calt them into a furnace of fire: There fhall
he wuailing asd goalhing of teeth,” So fhall
it be in the end ot the world : The angels fhall
come forth, and fever the wicked from among
the juft ; and fhai! catt ihem into the furnace
of fire : Therc fhal}l be wailing aud gnathing
of teeth.,” Chap. xvi, 25, &c. Whofoever will
fave his life, fhall lofe it.  For what is a man
profited, if he fhall gain the whole world, and
fote his own foul > Or, what (hall a man give

i exchange for his foul? For the fon of man
fhall come in the glory of his Father, with his
angels ; and then fhall hc reward every man
aumdmg to his works.,” Chap. xviit, 8, o.
YW othy haod or thy foot offend thee, cur

1 “them



them off and caft them from thee; it is
better for thee to enter inro bie halt or maim-
ed, rather chan having two hands or two feet,
to be caft wto cveriufting fire.  Andif thine eye
offend thee, pluck it out, and catt it from thee :
Ec is better tor thee to enter tnto life with one
eye, than having two eyes to be caft into hell
fire.” Chap. 2x1. 44. ** Arad wholoever fhall
fall on s ftone, (Lall be broken: But on
whomfocver 1t fhall tall, it will grind him te
poudcr.“ Cliap. xxii. 13. * Then faid the
king to his fervauts, Bind bim hand andfoot, an
take L away, and call himiato outer Jark-
nels - There thall be weeping wud gunathing of
zeeth. For many are calicd, butfew are chofen.”
Chap. xxuil. 14, 33 “Wo uuto you, Scrites
and Pharifees, hypocntes ; for ve devour widowe
houtes, abd for a pretence muke long prayers;
theretore ye fhali receive the greater damnation,
Ye lerpents, ye geueration of vipers, how can
ye efcape the damnation of liell?”  Chap. xxiv,
50, 51. **The Lord of that fervant {hall come
in a day when he looketh not for him, and in
an hour that he is not aware of ; and fhall cut
him afunder, and appoint him his portion with
the hypocritcs: There fhall be weeping and
ghalhing of teeth.”  Chap xxv. 10, &c. ** And
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came,
and they that were ready, went in with bim
to the marriage, and the door was fhut. Af-
rerward eame allo the other virgins, faying,
Lord,
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Lord, Lord, open to us. But he anfwered ana
faid, Venly I fay unto you, I know you not.
For unto cvery one that hath fhall be given,
and he fhall have abundance; but from him
that hath not, fhall be taken away even that
which he hath. And caft ye the unprofitable
fervant into outer darknefs: There fhall be
weeping and gnathing of teeth.” Chap. xxvi.
24. * The fon of man gocth as it is written of
him: But wo unto that man by whom the fon
of man is betrayed - It had been good for that
man, if Lie bad not 5een born.” Mark viii. 38.
“ Whofoever theretore fiiall be athamed of me,
and of my words, in this adultcrous and finful
generation; of him alfo {fhall thie fon of man be
athamed, when he .cometh in the glory of hie
Father, with the holy angels” Chap. ix. 43,
&c. ‘“ And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off
it 1s better for thee to enterinto lite maimed, than
having two hands, to go into licll, snte 2he
fire that never [hall be quenched : Where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
And if thy foot ofiend thee, cut it off: It isbet-
ter tor thee (o enter halt 1into life, than having
two feet, to be calt ito hell, 1ato the fire that
never fhall be quenched: Where their worm
dieth not, and the fire 1s not quenched.  And
if thine eye oftend thee, nluck it cut: It is bet-
ter for thee to enter into the Lincdom of God
with one eye, than havipg two cves, to be caft
-snto hell are: Where their worm dicth not. and

the
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the fire is not quenched.” Chap. xvi. 16, “He
that believeth not, fhall be damned.” Luke,
. 24, 25. “ Wo unto you that are rich:
For ye have received your cenfolation. Wo
unto you that are {ull: For ye thall huuger.
Wo unto you that laugh now: For ye thall
mourn and weep.” Chap. xii, 5, &, ** But
I will forewarn you whom you fthall fear,
Fear him which, after he hath killed, bath pow-
cr to caft into hell: Yea, I fay unto you, feur
Lim.  But if that fervant fay in his Leart, My
Lord delayeth his coming, &c. The Lord of
that {ervant will come in a day when he look-
.eth not for him, and will cut him in funder,
and appoint him his portion with the unbelie-
vers.  And that fervant which knew his Lord’s
will, and prepared not himfelf, neither did ac-
cording to his will, {hall be beaten with many
ftripes. When thou goeft with thine adverfary
to the magiftrate, as thou art in the way, give
diligence that thou mayeft be delivered from
him ; ; Icft he baie thee to the judge, and the
‘utge deliver thee to the officer, and the ofticer
caflt thee into prifon. I tell thee, thou fhale
not dep"rt thence, till thou haft paid the very
laft mite)”  Chap, xiil. 25, &c “Whenonce
ihe maiter of the houfe is rifen up, and hath
thut to the door, and ye begin to ftand wichout,
and to knock at the door, faying, Lord, Lord,
open unto us, he fhall fay, I tell you, I know

7y

vou ot depart from me, all ve workers of ini-
-quity.
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quitve  There [hali be weeping and gnafhing
ot teeth when ye fhall fee Abraham, laac, and
Jacob, and ail the prophets in the kingdom of
God, and you vourlelves thruft out.” Chap.
xvi. 22, &o. *“Therich man, alfo diea, and was
buricds  &nd in hell he lift up his eyes, being
in tormenrs, and feeth Abraham afar off, and
Lazarus in his befom.  And he cried, and faid,
Vather Abraham, have mercy on me, and {end
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger
1 water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor-
meated in this Aame. Buat Abraham faid, fon,
remember that thou in thy life time receivedit
thy good things, and likewife Lazarus evil
things : But now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented. And befides all this, between us
and you there is a great gulph fixed ; fo that
they which would pafs from hence to you can-
nor ; neitiier can they pafs to us, that would
come from thence.” Johniii. 14, 15,16, “ And
as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs,
even fo muft the fon of man be lifted up ; that
-whofoever believethin him, fhould ot perifh, but
have eternal life. For God fo loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten fon, that
wholoever believeth in him, fhould not perifs, but
have everlafting life.” 1In thefe words it is im-
plied, that they who believe not on Chrift thalt
perill 5 and perifhing is direétly oppofed to hav-
ing everlating life.  All is implied here which
s exprefsly aflerted in v, 36, “ Hc that believeth
nov
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not the for, hall not {ee life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him.”” Chap. v, 28, 29. ** The
hour 1s coming, 1n which all that are in the
araves fhall hear his voice, and ihall come forth ;
they that bave dose geod, unto the refurreétion
of Iife ; and t‘uy that have done exil, anto toe
vefurrediion of dammation””  Chup. will. 21, 2

-~ )

“ 1 go my way, and ye thall feek me, and ﬂuu’
die tn yaur fins. Yo are of this world, 1 am not
of this world, ) faid therefore unto yea, that
ye fhail die in your fins ¢ Forif yebelieve not that
I am he,re fhall die in your fins”  What Chnit
repeatedly threatens in thefe words, muftbe evil
that would come on them afrer their death,
which can be no lefs than a proper punifhment
for their fins. Chap. xii. 25, 48. * He that
toverhy his Iife, {hall lofe it: And he that hateth
his lite in this world, {hall kecep it unto life e-
ternal.”  Lofing his life, is an evil which is op-
poltd to keeping 1t to life eternal ; therefore
mu({t mean eternal death. ¢ He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: The word that 1 have fpoken,
the fame fhall judge him in the laft day.” That
is, he fhall then be condemned and punifhed.
Chap. xv. 6. *“If a man abide not in me, he
1s .utt torth as a branch, end is withered; and
men gather them, and caft them into the fire,
atd they are burned.” Marthy xxv. 41, 40,
“ Then (hail he fay unto them on the lefr hand,
ragy, ve curled, into everlafhing

fire
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fire, preparcd for the devil and his angels.
And thete fhall go away wto cverlalting pu-
nithowent.”

Wio can tead oI thefe words of Chift, and
vet think that he coae 1nto the world witip a
aci]g;n ro fove sl ov oo trom Jutere puntfhment <
It we bad sother ¢ but his own declurations to
determine s, thefs are more than futficient to
give us as much afluiaoce, thet the wicked will
be punithed to a great andarvful degreein a fu-
ture {tare, us we can have thu he 1s the fon of
Ged, the faviour of the world; yea, wa canuot

L Api iy

dovot of the former, without \.a‘lmb ha luttes

equally 1n queftion. No perfon that cver ,pox"'
on earthh by divine infpiration, has fa1d {o much
of the future punifhment of the wicked, and
preached heil and damnation fo much, and {o
oficnn, oriet 1t fo awtul and fhecking a higls,
as Jdid the only begotten fon of God, who is -
full of grace sod truch.

Bur what we find 1 the writnngs of ti-
apoftics of Chriit, will fhew how they uuder-
t.od him on thi sp( 1nt, and ftrengrhen the evi-
dence ot the defhudtion and punifhment of the

ks

wiciied, In u future ttare, Jf 10 be capable ol
Ceaviing Ty addition

Act. iii. os0 Y And it (nall come to puais,
that every fou/ wivich will not Licar that pro p‘m
hall be dettroved from among the peopic.”
'rhcic \\’Hlm \\Ith the fmu ums,,, are 3 gLol .
tion from Mofes, made by the apofils

-----
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his fpeech to the people in the temple ; which
words he apphies to Chrift, as being the pro-
phet of which God fpeaks by Mofes; and hereis

a threatning of certaindeftruction to cvery foul §

who fhalldifregard this prophet.  Cliip xiil. 4o,
41, ‘ Beware therefore, left that conre upon
you, which is {poken of in the pmmcm Behold,
ye defpifers, and wonder and pcn..r ‘e Clzap.
xxiv. 25. And as he reafoned of 1ichiceuness,
tcmperance, and judgment to come, Felix
srembled.”  What could thcrc be in Paul’s preach-
ing to make Felix tremble, if he ‘vwnhr N9

evil into view, as commg om the unrighreous
and int:mpcratc, at, and afrer the day of |

judgment? If he had preached to this wicked
Reoman governor, that there was no future pne

nifhment to be teared: Yea, if he had not

preached the coatrary, Fclix could not have
been terrified. Paul brough: the day of judg-
ment into view, as marter of gr\,at LCrTOT L0

wicked men; therefore he preached that they R
would then be condemncu, and Pl"hll‘cd 2 B

cording to thetr evii deeds in this hife. 'This

appears from the words uuder -::omfidcration; 1
and alfo from St. Faul's own words, 2 Cor. v. §
1e, 11. “For we muft :;I. apncar Lefore the
judgment feat of Chrift, that cvery ene may 3
receive the things done in the body, according &
to that he bath dc e, whether 1t bc good or }.

bad.  Kuowing toe, fore the tervor of the Lord,

e perfwade me;,r.._" VVhar words can more ex-

prclsly

‘-
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prefsly declare, that they who die impenitentin
their {ins, fhall, at the day of judgment, be con-
demned by Chrift, to a punithment anfwerable
to the number and magnitude of the crimes, of
which they were guilty in this life? And this
was the terror which the apoftles had in view ;
by difplaying which, they fought to perfwade
men to fly from the wrath to come. They
who believe thie wicked will not be punifhed
after the day of judgment, do not know the
terror of Chrift, of which St. Paul here {peaks ;
but deny that there 1s any fuch terror. And
were a Felix tc hear them preach, and believe
what they fay, he would be fo far from trembling,
that he would be foothed into perfeét fecurity.

Butlet us proceed,and fee what this apoflicfays
farther of tuture punithment. Rom. 1. 13.
‘“ For the wrath of God isrevealed from heaven,
egainft all ungodlinefs, and unrighteouinefs ot
men, who hold the truth in unrightcoufnefs.”
Chap. 1. 5, &c. ‘“ Bur after thy hardnefs and
impenitent heart, treafureft up unto thyfelfwrath,
ogainft ihe day of wrath, and revelation of the
rgiteous judgment of God, Who will render
to every man according to his deeds. Unto
them that are contentious, and do not obey the
truth, but obey variglhteoulnefs ; indignation and
wrath, trivulution and anguifk, upon évcry foul
of manthatdothevil. Forasmanyashave finned
without law, ffull perih wihout Jaw: And as

many as have finned 1 the law, fhall be judged
- V
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by the law; in the day when God fhall judge
the fecrets of men by Jefus Chrift, according to
my gofpcl.” Chap. vni. 13. * For it ye lve
after the flefh, ye fhald die.'* That is the fecond
death, which 1s the wages of fin, in oppofition
to eternal life.  * For the wages of {1n is death ;

but the gifr of God is eternal lite, throuzh Jc!us
Chrift our Lord.  Chap. ix. 22. * What if
God, willing to thew his wrath, and make his
power known, cndured with much long fuf-
fering the veflels ot wiath, fitted to deftruction.”

I Cor.x 13. with 2 Cer i1. 15,16. *“ For the
preaching of the f‘,rofb i1s Yo them thet perifh fool-
ithnefs : But unto us wihiich are fuved, it is the
power of God. Fur we are unto Gad a “ reet
{favour of Chrift, inthem that are faved, and s
them that perifh.  To the one weare a favour of
Jeath unto death ; and to the other a favour of
fifeuntolife. ** 1 Cor.ii. 17. ¢ It any mandctile
the tc'wplc of Gad, him fhall Gad deflroy.** Chap.
ix. 27. ¢ gur } keep under my body. and bring
it into fubjection ; left that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myfe.f fhowld be a
caftaway.” Gal. vi. 7, 8. * Be not deceived;
God 1s not mocked: For whatfocver a man
foweth, that {niull he reap.  For he that foweth
to the fleth, fhall of the flefh reap corruption:
but he that foweth to the fpirit, fhall of the
fpuit reap life everlafting.” Eph. v. 5, 6. % For
this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un-
<lean perfen, nor covetous man, hath any in-‘

heritang
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heritance in the kingdom of Chrift, and of God.
Let no man deceive you with vain words: Fer
becaufe of thefe things cometh the wrath of God upon
the children of difobedierce.” Phi'. 1. 28. *“ And
in nothing terrified by your adverfuries : Which
1s to them an evident token of perdition ; bat to
you of falvation, and thatof God.” Chap. ui. 18,
19. “ For many walk, of whom[havetold you
often, and now tell you, even weeping, that
they are the enemies of the ¢rois of Chi@:
wbefe end is aeflruition.” Col. i, 5, 6. ** Mor-
tify therefore your members which are uvpon
the earth, fornication, covetoubncls, &ec. for
which things fake, the wrath of Ged cometir on
the children of difshedience” v. 25. *““But lic
that doth wrong, flall receive for the wrong whict
he hath done : And therc is no refpell of perfons.”
1 Thefl. i. 10. “Whom he mifed from tie
dead, even Jefus, which delivered us from e
wrath to come.” Chap, iv. 6. “ That no mun
go beyond and defraud bhis brother in any mat-
ter; becaufe the Lord is the avenzer of all fuch,
as we alfo have forewarned you, and teftificd.”
Chap. v. 3. “For when they fhall fay, peace
and fafety; then fudden deftruion coincth
upon them, as travaill upon a woman with
child: And they fhall net efcape” 2 Thelll i, 6,
7, 8, 9. “Seecing it is a righteous thing witi)
God to recompenfc tribulation to them that
trouble you; and to you who are treubled,

reft with us, when the Lord Jefus fhall be
revealed
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rcevealed from heaven, with his mighty angels,
10 flaming fire, ‘taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gofpcl
of our Lord Jefus Chrift: Who f(hall be pu-
nifhed with everlalting deftruction from the pre-
fence of the Lord, and the glory of his power.”
Chap. 1. 10, 11, 12, * And with all deceivable-
nefs of unrighteoufnefs, in them toat perift ; be-
caufe they received not the love of the truil,
that they might be faved. And tor this caule
God fhall fend them ftrong deluiton, that they
fhould belicve a lie : That they all might be damn-
ed, who believed not the truth, but had plea-
fure in unnghteoulnefs.” 1 Tim, v. 24. ** Some
mens {ins are open before hand gcng befire to
gudgment ; and fome men they follow after”
Chap. vi. 9. ¢ Bur they that will be rich fall
1nto tempration, and a fnare, and into many
foolifh and hurtful luts, which arcwn men in de-
[lrullion and perdition.” 2. Tim. 1. 12. “ If we
{ufter, we fhall alfo reign with him: If we de-
ny hin, be alfo will deny us.” Heb. 1.2, 3. * For
if the word fpoken by angels was ftedfaft, and
cvery tranfgreflion and dilobedience received a
juft recompence ot reward ; how fhall we cf-
capc if we neglect {o great (alvation ?” Chap.
9. compared with iv. 11. % So we fee that
they could not enter in becaufe of unbelief. Let
us labour therefore to enter into that reft, left
any man fall after the fame example of unbelief.”
Chap. vi. 4, &c. “ Foritis Lopuflible for thofe
who




who were once cnlightened, &e~—If they fhall
tall away, torcnew them agalin unio repentance :
Secing they crucily to themiclves the Son of
God afreflh, and put him to an open [hame
For the earth, which drinketh in the rain that
cometh oft upon ir, and bringeth forth Letbs,
&c. recaveth bletlivug from God. But thae
which beareth thorns and briars is rejedled,
and s nigh unto curling : Whole end is to be
burned.”  Chap. x. 26, %c. “For if we {in
wiltully after that we have received the know-
ledge of the trudh, there remainethh no more {z-
crifice for fins: But a certain fearful looking
for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which
{rail devour the adverfaries.  He that defpifed
Mofes's Jaw died without mercy: Of bow
wmuch [orer punifhment, fuppofe ye, frall he be thougist
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son
of God, and counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he wus fanctified, an unholy thing ;
and hath done defpite to the Spirit ot Grace?
For we know him that hath faid, Vengeance
belongeth unto me, 1 will recompenfe, fatch the
Lord. Itisa fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God ! But we are not of
them who draw back #nto perdition; but of them
that believe, to the faving of the foul.” Chap.
xii. 15, &c. ** Looking diligently, left any
man fail of the grace of God; left any root ef
bitterncfs fpringing up, trcuble you, and there-
by many be defiled : Left there be any fornicu-

ter,
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tor, or profane perfon, as Efau, who for one
worfel of mea: fold his birthright.  For ye
kinow how that afterw+d, when he would have
sherited the Liefling. ne was rejected @ For he
found no p!‘.cv of repcittance, though he fought
:t caretully, wazh tears.  Sce that ye retufe not
him that fpeaketh: For it they dchcd not who
refufed him that fpake on cartin, mauch more fhail

pet we efcape, f we tuin away from him that
fpeaxeth trom heaven.”

Wi have alfo the apoftle James's witnels to
future puntthment.  Jam. 11, 13. * For he fhall
have judgment without mercy, that hath thew-
ed no mercy.” To have judgment without
mercy, is to be punifhed according to his ill
defert.  Jam. iv. 12. * There is one lawgiver,
who 1s able to fave, and to deflroy : Who art
thou that judgeft another?” Jam, v. 1, &c:
““Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for
your miferies that fhall come upon you. Your gold
and your.filver is cankered; and the ruft of
them fhall be a witnefs againﬂ you, and [hall
eat your flcth, as it were fire: Ye %ave heaps
ed treafure together for the laf? duys.”

ST. PETER comes nextin courfe. 1. Pet. iil
2. “ By whichalfo he wentand preached to the
{pirits in prifon ; which fometime were difobe-
dient, when onee the long fuffering of God
waited in the daysof Noah, while the ark was
mcpanr‘" ”  Here the {pirits of the finners of
e old woild, to w..)m Noah Prcathfd being

influenced

o
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influenced thereto by the {pirit of Chrift, are
{poken of as being in prifon, when St. Peter
wrote, which was above 2co0 years after they
left this world, They are therctore prifoners
sow, confined in darknefs and defpair, to the
;udgmcnt of the great day. Chap v, 17, 13,
“ For the time is come that judgment muft be-
gin at the houfe of God : And if it firlt begin at
us, what fhall be the end of them thut obey net tfe
golpel of God? And if the rmhrcoua {carcely be
faved, where fhail the unaoﬂ) and the J/t*mer ap-
pear £ Chap.. v.8. “ be fober, be vigilant; be-
caufe your adverfary, the devil, as a roari'\,’g
lion, walketh aocut feck: m;'w/)om he wmay devonr.

2. Pet. 1. 1, 3, &c. ¢ Wht Sring an theinleives

Sfwift deflruéion. Whofe julgment now of a

-

bereth mot.  For if God f‘pf‘-red not the angels
that fiuned, but caft thzwy down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darknels, o be
referved unto judgment, and fpared not the
old world, bringing in the flood upon the worl:
of the ungodly ; wnd tumiiie the cities of Sodons
and Gomo ah ato aties, condemnncd thea:
with an over hrow, making them an czampls
unto thofe thet after f2ould live ungodly @ the
Lord knower. how to referve the anjutt suis
the day of junpivent, 1o Le panithed.  ‘Thele, an
natural brute beafts, made to be taken and e
firoyed, fhal! t:tfe;/y gerifh in thair corruptic::

Thefe are weils without water, clouidg b

long time liigereth not, and their damnation T

1 Y ‘..‘
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e
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carried with a tempelt, to whom the mift of dark-
nefs is referved forever.” Chap. iil. 7, 9, 16
“But the heaveps and the carth which are now,
by 'he fame word are keptin ftore, referved
unte fire againft the day of judgment, and per-
dition of ungorﬂy men, The Lord is not f{lack
concerning his promife {as fome men. count
{lacknefs) but is long- (ufhrmp to us-ward, not
willing that any fhould pcnfh but that all
fhould come to repentance.”  Here 1t is fup-
pofed that all wiil perith, who do not come to
repentance in this life, while God waits on
chem ; and therefore certain deftruction to thofe
who continue impenitent through life, under
2ll means ufed with them to bring them to re-
pentance, is in thefe words fully afferted.

It will be thought ftrange, perhaps, by fome,
that this paffage, from which it has been infer-
red that all mankind will be faved, faould be
ufed to prove direétly the reverfe, viz. that
many will periths It has been faid, 1f God is
not willing that any (hould perifth, certainly
none can perifh; for who hath refifted his will?

To thisit may beanfwered, in the firlt place,
'Fhat 1tis certatnly very f{trange indeed, and
perfetly unaccountable, that S':. Peter thould
here aflert that none of maukind will perith;
fince he had declared the contrary, over and
over agaty, in this epifltle; and does it even in
this very paragraph. He had f{aid, that falfe
teachers would bring on themfelves fwift de-
hy

0"’ “. lO”»
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firuflion. That God referved the wicked ta
the day of judgment, fo be punifhed. That they
fthall wtterly PERISH in their own corruption,

And in the next verfe but one before this, fays,

the heavens and the earth are relerved unto fire,

againft the day of judgment, and peration «f un-
! godly mess  And with reference to this awful

cataftrophe, he fays, that God docs not

bring it on immediately, becaufe he is long fuf-

fering, and difpofed to give men time and op-

portunity to repent, not willing that any fhould
, perith in that deftruétion, which e had juft
faid was coming on ungodly mien.  So that he
here aflerts, God is longfuffering, not willing
that any fhould perifh, as he had juft faid vu-
godly men will perith; for whofe perdition
God had already made provifion.

The way is now prepared to anfwer, in the
aext place.  When the apoftle fays, God is
longfuffering, not willing that any thould pe-
rith, bur that all fhould come to repentance, the
natural, plain, and only confiftent meaning is,
that God in his dealings with men, in his pro-
vidence, does not conlult and purfue methods
to circumvent and enfnare them, to prevent
their having a {ufficient and fair opportunity to
repent ; but puts them under all proper advan-
tages for this; fets before them the ftrongeft
motives, and waits upon them with great pa-
tience and long fuffering ; and who has at the
fame time declared, that if they do not come to

o repentance
D



repentance i this life, ..y fhall certanly pe-

A in the perditon of ungodly men. He
wil not put an end ro the world, unul he has
ufed all proper and fuitshle meaus. aud taken
the greateit conceivable variety of metheds and
ways, i1 the wifeit and beft manner, adapted to
bring theni to repentance ; that they who con-
tinue impenitent may appear in their true oblti-
nacy, and perverfencfs and be left whoily with-
cut auy exculz; and their full dofero of the de-
fraction which Ged will bring upon them,
anl his righteoufnefs in punifiing them, may
be feen in the cleareft light, by all.

And, by the way, they who fuppofe that St
Peter here aflerts, that not one fhall perith, muft
allow hec equally aflerts, that all thall come to
repentance ; for God is i1 to will the latrer,
as much as the former. And this repentance
i1s to take place 1 this life ; becaufe God is long-
fulering towards them 1 this world, for this
end. But they do not pretend, that God bm gs
all men to repentance in this world, 1 theu
notwith{tanding what God wills refpecting the
repentance, thc/ do not repent; what cvidence
is there that they wiil not peril h r U they fay,
the rcpcx'tancc which God wills, 15 to rake
place in the other world ; it will then bf* afked,
Why he 15 leng fuffering toward them 1n 1his
warld, I order to thcir coming to repentance
i dhe other world ? M thiey are not to come 1
repentutioe  this Dife, why does God swait ups

o0y
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on them here, eventolong fuffering, and nog fend
thiem diredtly into the other werld, where they
will repent? For to wait on thiem here, 1s on-
ly to put their repentance offto a greater dif-
tance. To fond diem out of this world, is the
only way to eff t and haften their repentance.

But to procred,—This apoftle {peaks of thole
who go to deftruction by abuling the holy
{criptures. “In which, 1 e St Pavl’s writings,
are fome things hard to be underfivod, which
they that are unlcarned (or rethor unteachalle)
and unftable wrctl, as they do alfc the other
fcriptures, unte their own deflruélion)”’

The apofile Jude fpeals in much the fame
language with St, Peter, of the puntfiment and
deftruction of finners, He luys ¢ 1 willthere-
fore put you i remembrance how that the
Lovd, having faved the people out of the land
of Egypt, afterwards deflioyed thicm that be-
letved nnt.  And the angels which kept not
thetr firlt eftate, but left their own hakitation,
he hath relerved in everlafting chains, under
darknefs, unto the judgment of the great day
even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the citics a-
bout them, are {ct fortly'for an example, faffering
tie vengeance of eterval fire. Likewifle theie
filthy dreamers, &c.—Wo unto them, for they
have gone in the way of Cain, andran greed.ly
in the way of Bilaam for a reward, snd periffed
in the gainfaying of Corah,  The'e are wander-
g (tars, £2 whom iz referved the blackacfs of dark-
nfs farever,” Tlc
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- |

¥ THE apoftle John, who {o much cclcbrates
the love of God, yet fpeaks of future punifh-
ment. 1 John.v.14. *“ There isa {in unto death:
I do not fay that he fhall pray forit.” That is,
there is a fin which God will not pardon ; but
it is infallibly conneéted with the fecond death,
which 1s the wages of fin. 1 therefore do not
diret any chriftian to pray for the pardon of this
{fin. Butmoreofthisis to be found in the book
ot the Revelation, written by St. Jokn. Chap.
ii. 11. *He that overcometh fhali not be hurt
of the fecond death. It is here implied, that all
who do not overcome in this life, fhall {uffer
the iecord death. What this is, we (hall find
fully explained in this bock, Chap. xi. 18,
*“ And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is
come, and the time of the dead, that they fhould
be judged, and that thou fhoulccft give reward
unto thy fervants; and fh.uldeft deftroy them
which deflroy the earth.” ‘T'he deftruétion here
fpoken of is confequert on the day of judg-
ment. Chap. xiv. 9, &c. * And the third an-
ge] followed them, faying with a loud voice, If
any man worfhip the beaft and his image, and
rcceive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
the famc flall drink of 1he wine of the wrath of
Ged, which i peared out. without mixture, into the
cup of his indigration: And ke fhall be tormented
with fire and brimflore, in the prefence of the
holy angels, an.d in the prefence of the Lamb,
LAnd the [moke of their tcrment afcendeth wp fereves

and
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and ever : And they have noreft day nor night,
And the augel thruft .- his fickle into the earth,
and gathered the vine of the earth, and caft it
into the great wive-prefs of the wrath of God.
And the wine-rrefs was trodden without the
city, and blood came out of the wine-prefs,
even unto the horfe-bridles, by the fpace of a
thoufand and fix hundred furlongs.” Chap.
xix. 1, 3, ‘“ And I heard a great voice of much
pcople 1n heaven, faying, Alleluia: Salvation,
and glory, and honor, and power unto the
Lord our God. And again they faid, Alleluia.
And ber fmoke vofe up forever and ever.” Chap.
xx. 6, &c. * Blefled and holy is he that hath
part in the firft refurre&ion : On fuch the fe-
cond death bath mo power. And fire came down
from God out of heaven, and devoured them.
And the devil that deceived them, was caft into
the lake of fire and brimftone, where the beaft
and the falfe prophet are: And fhall be tormented
day and night, forever and ever. And I faw a
great white throne, and him that fat on it.
And I faw the dead, fmall aud great, ftand be-
fore God. And they were judged every man
according to their wurks. And death and hell
were caft into the lake of fire. THis 1s THE
SECOND DEATE. And whofoever was not
found written in the book of life, was caft
into the lake of fire.” Chap. xxi. 8. * But the
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongerers, and for-
cercrs,
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cevers, and ilelaters, and all hars, fhall Lav
their part in the like that burneth witn fire
aund brunltone : Wbich is the fecond death. Ch,
xxil, 10, &o ' And he faid unto me, feal
nat the fayings of the prophecy of this book:
i‘or the e s at hand, He that 15 unju't,
Limi be wepufl fhdi; and hie wihich is filthy, /e Do
be foihy M1l And he that is righteous, let Tam
lcr sohitcous flill : Apd he thatis haly let him
te Loly ttili.  And bebold 1 ceme quickly;
aind my reward 13 with me, 27 give every man
accordivg as bis work fhall be.  Blifled are they
that do his commandments, that they may have
rigihit io the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city. For without
are dogs and forcerers, and wharemongers, and
idolaters, and wholoever loveth and maketh 2
Le. T teftity unto every man that heareth
thie words of the prophecy of this book, If ary
man fhall add unto thefe things, God [hall add
wito him the plogues that are written in this beok.
And if any man fhall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God fhall take
away his part out of the book of life, and cut
of the hLoly city, ard from the things which
are written in this beok. He which teftifieth
thefe things, faith, furely I come quickly,
Amen.”

Havinec thus attended to what we find in
the holy fcriprares, refpecting the future pu-
sinment of the wicked, the following remarks
raay be made upon it 1. Thetr
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1. Their punifbment will certainly be very
great and terrible. It it svere not fo, there
would not be fo much faid of 1t, and 1t would
not be reprefented in fuch language, and by
fuch figures aud fimilitudes, as have been trant-
cribed. It is faid, they fhall be caft into a fur-
nace of fire, where they fhall exprefs their an-
guith, torture and rage, by wailing and gnath-
ing of teeth. They thall be tormented day
and night, without ceflation, or the leaft mnter-
miflion of eafe, in a lake of fire and brim{one.
They fhall fuffer God’s ficry indignation ard
wrath, being in the utmolft trioulation and an-
guith : And in punithing them God will (hew
his wrath, and moke his power known ; they
being veflels of wrath, fitted to this terrible Je-
firuction, &c. &c.  That muft be a very great
and dreadful evil which requires fuch language
as this, in order to give ve the moft proper idea’
of it, that we can have inthis {tate’

2. 1t i3 abundantly eviden:, from a great
number of thepaflages of feripture which have
heen cited, that this puntfhment is to be ex-
tended beyend the day of judgment; yea, will
then commence in it- proper magnitude, and
terrible perfection.  They are faid to be re-
Jerved wnto the duy of judyment, to be punifhed.
They are faid to be treafuring up wrath, while
n this world, againft that day of wrath: And
thes they are toreceive the awlul fentence from
Chrilt, Depare, ye curfed, inta everlafliz fire; and
-.1311:11!;.’ £9 473y 14512 evcn’::/f:x.g pucifiment, 5015
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3. Isitnot furprifing, that any who profefs
to adhere to the bible as a-revelation from God,
fhould believe there is no punithment for the
wicked in a future ftate; or if there may be
fome degree of evil alrer death, it will not be
extended beyond the day of judgment, in any
inftance ; but ‘all will be perte&tly happy from
that time, forever{ This notion is fo direétly
oppofed to the fcripture account of this matter;
and particularly the paflages which have been
now mentioned ; that it may be expeéted they,
cipecially the moft fenfible of them, who have
embraced it, will either foon give it up, and
admit that the wicked will be punifhed in the
future ftate, after the day of judgment ; or re-
jet the bible, and turn deifts. If they do the
latter, they will be more confiltent with them-
felves, than now they are., If they perfift in
their prefent profefled belief, with the bible in
their hands, they muft be confidered as remark-
able inftances of infatuation, and * ftrong de-
Jufion.” They indeed fay, they have a humbet
of paflages of fcripture in favour of their opi-
nion. But be who has with {erioufnefs and at-
tention confidered the foriptures which have
been now produced, may be confident, that
no fcripture can be found to fupport a doétrine
fo dire@ly contrary to fuch a great number of
plain, exprefs declarations. And that he mult
be under the power of great prejudice, and
enthufiafm, who can be confident he has found

one
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onc paflage in favour of fuch a doctrine.
However, the fcriptures they produce will be
particularly confidered hereatter; by which, it
is hoped, the juftice of this remark will be fuf-
ficiently fupported. ¥

I 4 1t

* T evade the foree of the numerots deelarations and
threatnings of the future punithment of the wieked, which
have been recited in the foregoing pages, they who deny
that any man will be punithed in the futare ftate, have fugs
gefted the following things. , o0

It has béen faid, Thefs threatiings are all leviied againft the
ins of men ; and that thefe fins or evil prineiples 5 mym, whes
feparated fram them, [hall be punifbid, ‘ |

But to talk of tue exiftence and punithment, psin and
fufferings of fins or evil principles in men, when {cparated
from thofe who finned, and they are made perfetly happy,
is too abftrd and ridiculous to need a ferious and formal
an{wer, And it is difficult to conceive how any mas can be
fatisfied with fuch a folution; or even delssvs what he advances,

11 has alfo been faid, That this shreatemed punifiment ii to be
19flithd on thi devsisy mit om man, |

Anfwer. Though this does not thock commion fenfe {o
much &3 that jut mentioned ; yet, it flatly contradi®s what
is expreiled in every threatning ; for wicked mem are threatened,
not devils. It undermines all ground of reliance on the word
of God ; for according to this, when he fays, hundreds of
times, that wicked mea (hall be punifhed, and particularly
gives their charadter, he does not mean any fuch thing!
Befides, when the devil fhall bs caft into the lake of fire, the
bealt and falfe prophet are there with him, where they fhall
be termented torever and ever, Yea, all the fearful and
unbelieving, and murderers, and wheremengers, forcerers,
«dolaters, and all liars, fhall have their part in the fame lake
of fire, Rev. xx. 10, xxi. 8,

Others have faid, Th:fe threatnings are defigned only to foews
what fimmers deferve; and mot what they fhail Juffer : For Chrift .

Jujfers the whole ; all the ewil threatened falls on bim. The finser
shersfars will efeape, what he atherwife muft have fuffered. f
Aniwee
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4. It ought to be obferved, that though thefe
fcriptures have been praduced, only to fhew,
that it is abundantly aflerted, that a foreand aw-
ful punithment awaits all the wicked in the

future

Anfwer 1. This is dire@ly contrary to thofe threatnings
and deelaratione, Ivis exprefsly faid, in a great variety of
paffages, that wicked men, whole character is particularly and
abundantly defcribcd, fhall themfieives, intheir evn perfons,
be punifhed ; thsr God wil! infli&t it on them; and that thfe
{h.all be rewarded accard:ng to their works, and receive of
Chrift the judge, according to what they have #cene in the
body ; and tha. thefe fhail aétually go away into eveilafling
puuihmenr, & .. &e.

Anfwer 2. It (hofe declaratione and threatnings were only
to de¢lare.and thew, what g/l men deferve, and not whar uny
will fuffer : Or if they all rater to Chrifty and he is the only
perfon that fuff:rs; then one man, or clafs ot men, of a
particalar charadter, conid not be pointed out as the objells
of thefe declaratiops and threatnings. more than all others;
tor, on this fupp~fition, they muft be equa. y true of all men,
and cqqally apphcable to them, whatevir be their charaéter:
Why then is this punifhment threatened, and faid to be
infliGted only on one clafs of men, ot a particular charaéter, 3
viz, Thole who have rio love to Chritty, are unbelievers,
know not God, and do not obzy tlie goipel, &c. While
not one threatning, but promifes ot deliverance and fa'vation,
are madz to thofe ef a different and contrary charalter ; and
it is abundantly declared, that while the former are punithed
with everlafting deftrution, the latter fha'l not be punithed, &
or condemned, but have everiafting life ? 'This is impoflible!

On the whole, do not fucit :ictions and evafions as thefe, §
ferve to (hew how weak and defence'efs their eaufe is, who ¥
affert there is no punithmeat for any man in the world to
come, rather than to give it fo much as any plaufible fuppart ! ]
Surely they tend to render the bible ulelefs and eontemprible,
Muft not every confiltent friend to that fucred book, rejed
them with abhorrance; and not without furprife, that they
‘hon'd be ever thought of, by any man ?
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future ftate, who die impenitent ; yet, from an
attentive view of them, they prove more, even
that this punifhment will be without end. ‘This
has been remarked concerning a number of
{criptures that have been mentioned, in which
the punifhment is not expre/sly faid to be ever-
lafting ; but that it will be fo, is neceflarily im-
plied: And the fame remark might be made
concerning a number of otiiers.  And it may
be oblerved here, that what the {cripture fays
of future punithment, being confidered in one
colle®tive view ; nothing can be found which-
carries the leaft intimation that this punithment
will ever end: Which we might expect, fince
there '1s fo much faid of it, if this were true ;
efpecially, fince there is {fuch infinite difference
between a temporary and an endlefs punifh-
ment, and it is of fuch importance to mern to
know, whethar it be without end, or vot: But
on the contrary, the whole taken together, or
if every paflage be vicwed feparately, it carries
the complexion of an endlefs punithment : E-
fpecially, fince it is fo often, and in fucha par.
ticular way and connexion, 2flerted to be eter-
nal or everlafting. But as this was not to be
particularly confidered .der this head, it of
courfe brings us to the next fection.

SECTION
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SECTTION IL

WHEREIN itis particularly confidéred, whe-
ther it be revealed sn the Holy Scriptures, that

the future Punifbment of the Wicked will be
endlefs,

T is particularly and abundantly declared in
$ the holy fcriptures, that the future punilh-
ment of the wicked will have no end,

The evidence of this propofition will be pro-. . |
duced under the following particulars. :

FirsT, The punithment of the wicked is 3
many times, in the fcripture, expr=fsly declared

to be everlafting, eternal, and to continue for-
ever.

Thefe paffages have been mentioned under i

the_preceding head, but muft be rehearfed here,
with 3 view to illuftrate this particular. Job.

xx. 7. Itisfaid, that the wicked perifh forever. §

Plal. xcii. 7. * When the wicked fpring as

the grafs, and when all the workers of iniquity +§ -

do flourifh, it is that they (hall be deftroyed for
ever.” Jfai. xxxiv. 14. The evilthat iscomingon |}
finners, is called “everlufting burnings.” Andthe
prophet Daniel, {peaking of the wicked, fays,
they (hall rife to fhame and everls/ting contempt: §
Chap. xii. 2;: St. Paul, fpeaking of Chrift’s §
coming tojudgment, to take vengeance on ail §
that have not known and obeyed him, fays,
they {hall te punithed with everlafling deftruction:
'The apoftles Peter znd Jude, {peaking of the
pxhifhment
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nunifhment of the wicked, fay, “ To whom
the milt of darknefs is referved forever.,"—
# To whom is referved the blacknefs of dark-
nefs forever. Even as Sodom and Gomor-
rab, and the cities about them, giving them-
fcives over to fornication, and going after
*range fleth, are fet forth for an example, fuf-
-ing the vengeance of eterral fire,” 2 Peter,
. 17, Jude vo 7. 12. And Chrift himfelf has
repeatedly declared, that the punifhment of the
wicked will be everlafling. Mark iii. 2¢. ‘“He
~ that fhall blafpheme againft the Holy Ghott,
hath never forgivenefs, butisin danger of efer-
nol damnation.””  “Matth, xwiii, 8. It is better
for thee ta enter into life halt or maimed, rachet
than having two hands or two feet, to be caft
into everlafting fire.  Matth. xxv. 41, 46.
*“‘Then thall he fay aifo unto them  the left
hand, Depart from me, ye curfed, into ever-
dafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.
And thefe thall go away into everlafling punifh-
ment : But the righteous into /ife eternal.” Oun
the laft mentioned words, the following obfer-
~ vations may be made,

1. Our Saviour here gives a particular and
folemn reprefentation of the day of judgment,
and ftates the iffue of it, both to the righteous
and the wicked, very particularly; and doubt-
lefs ufes language that is quite plain and intel
ligible, {o that the final ftate of one and the
other is precifely ftated, and will be clearly

fuggefled,



fuggefted, without need of any laboured criti-
cifta.  The fubject is of infinite importance to
all: And when our divine teacher undertakes
1o give a particular account of ir, and to tell all
men, of every capacity, learned and unlearned, |
what are the different and oppofite charaters of
thole whom he will fet on his right hand, and
on his left; and what will be the fentence
which he will pronounce on each; what will
be the reward and happinefs of the one, and
what the punifhbment and mifery of the other;
we may be fure he has chofen words that are
moft plain and eafy to be underftood, and beft
fuited to convey the truth: And has properly
guarded ageinft every miftake. He has not
lett us in the dark about the duration of the
bappinefs of the righteous, or punithment of
the wicked ; whether the one or the other fhall
be endlefs, or infinitely fhort of it; but molt
certainly, has ftated this important point, in
which we are all {o much interefted, very pre- §
cifely ; fo that we are in no danger of making §
a xmﬁakc, aud of taking his meaning to be in-
finitely otherwife than it really is, unlefs it be
wiiolly our own fault.

2. The word which our Saviour ufes twice,
in this paflage, to denote the duration of the §
punifhment of the wicked, and tell us how
long this fhall laft, he has ufed twenty tiracs
oh various occafions, and in different difcourfes;
and 10 cvery ouc of thefe inftances lic evident:

ly
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Iy ufes it in exaltly one and the fame fenfe,
and intends by it an endlefs duration. And
when he ufes it twice here on purpofe to tell
us how long the punifhment of the wicked
(hall continue, is it poflible that he thould in-
tend by it fomething infinitely different, a du-
ration infinitely thort of endlefs; and chat with-
out giving the leaft intimation of his ufing it
in fuch a different fenfe ? Yea, fo far from this,
that he ufes it 1n fuch a connexion here, as
will naturally lead usto underftand him, as de-
figning to exprefs an endlefs duration, though
he had cver ufed the word on any other occa-
fion, Thisleads to another remark,

3. The fame word is ufed here, in the very
fame fentence, to exprefs the endlefs life and
happinefs of the righteous, which is ufed to
denote the duration of the punifhment of the
wicked. “ And thefe fhall go away into ever-

"ing pumifnment ; but the righteous into /fe

-a/,”  The word in our tranflation is indeed
vaiied ; though everlafiing and eternal have pre-
cifely the fame meaning ; but in the original,
the very fame word is ufed in each part of the
fentence, and might be moft exadtly rendered,
‘Thefe fhall go away intoeverlafiing punifiment ;
but the righteous into everlafting fife. 1f the
life into which the righteous go, be endlefs,
which all grant, and Jefus ufes a word here te
cxprefs fuch a duration ; then certainly ‘=
lame word, ufed in the fame fcntence, to exprets

oty m
“it'ew
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the duration of the punifhment into which the
wicked fhall go, muft mean an endlefs duration :
Efpecially, as the life of the righteous, and pu-
nithment of the wicked, are fet in direct oppr.-
fition to each other. 1t the punifbment of the
wicked were temporary, and muft have anend;
and the life of the righteous endlefs: So that
the former is as nothing, compared with the lat-
ter ; and the wicked, as well as thernighteous,
were cqually to enjoy everlafting life ; would
Chrift thus fet the endlefs happincis of the
righteous, and the temporary mifery of tle
wicked, in dire¢t oppofition to each c.her, and
in the fame fentence ufe the fame wor] to ex-
prefs a duration infinitely Jdifferent ? This can-
not be : For fuch a {uppofition makes him <cone
found langusge, as ncver any man did, and ren-
der it perfectly unintelligible and infignificant.
This reprefenis Him, who is full of grace and
truth, and came into tiie world to reveal the
wonderful love and grace of God, and accom-
plith and difplay the great falvation of man, as
ufing words, and fpeaking, i1 a manner which
tends to deceive men, and make them belicve
that this faivaticn is far lefs exteniive than it
really is, and lead them to thiink he will pu-
nifh the wicked ininitely more than he defigns :
That the duration of lis punithment will be
equal to that of the happinets ot the righteous,
when, in truth, it is infinitely lefs, and not wor-
thy to br mentioned, in compzrifon with the
latter,
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atter.  This be far from him! And if it be, there is as
much reafon to conclude, from his mok exprefs and
poiated aff=rtion, that the punifhment of the wicked
will be without end, as that the happinefs of the righe
teous will be fo: Yca, we may be as fure of it, as we
ean be, that he is a Teacher come from (5od,

SeconpLy, 1 he eadlels punithment of the wicked 18
expreffed 2 numter of times in f{cripture, in words yet
more emphatical, if poffible ; when it is faid to continue
forever and ever. Ruv. xiv. 10, 11, ¢ And he fhall be
tormeated with i-e and brimftone, in the pre&ace of
the hoiy angels, and in the prefence of the Lamb: And
the (moke of their torment alcendeth up forever and cver.”
Chap. x:x. 3. * And again they faid Allelma: And
her fmoke role up forever and ever.” Chap. xx. 10,
¢ Aad the devil that deceived them, was caft into the
lake of fire and briniltone, where the beaft aad the falfe
prophet are ; and thall be tormented day and nighe,
forever and ever.”® - And all the wicked are faid to be
cait into this lake, v. 15, “ And whofoever was not
found written in the bock of life, was caft into the lake
of fire., Chap. xxi. 8. ¢ But the fearful and unbe-
lieving, and the abomirable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and forcerers, and idolaters, and 4/l liars,
{hall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimf{tone; which is the fecond death.”

T'his expreffion, forever and ever, is found twenty-two
times in tne original, in the New- Teftament, It is ufed
eigks times in the epiftles of St. Paul and Peter, where
they afcribe giory, honor, and praife and dominion ta
God, forever and ever. ltsis found fourte:n times in this
book of the Revelations. It is ufed fwice, to exprefs
the duration of the kinydom and reign of Chrift, and
tae redeem=d. Chap. xi. 15 * The kingdoms of this
warld are bzcome che kingdoms of our Lord, and of his

k. : Coarifty
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Chrit, and he fhall reign ferever and ever.””  Chap. xxii,
5. ¢ And thete fhall be no night there, and they need
no candle, neither light of the fun; for the Lord God
giveth chem light: And sizy fhall reign forever and ever”
Three times it is ufed to exprefs the endlefs duration of
the power, glory and dominion, of God. Chap. i. 6,
¢« To him be glory and dominion, forever and ever” v,
13. ‘“BlefMing and honor and glory, and power, be
unto him thac ficceth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb, forever ana ever.””  vii 12 ‘¢ Blefling, and
glory, and wildom, and thankfgiving, and honor, and
power, and might, be unto our God forever and ever.”
Six times it is uled to exprefs the endlefs exiftence and
life of God., Chap.i. 18. ¢ Iam he that liveth, and
was dead: And behold I am alive forevermore, The
words are the fame in theoriginal, which are elfewhere
tran{lated, forever and ever, iv. g9, 10. “ And when
thole four bealts give glory, and honor, and thanks to
him that {a: on the throne, wbo liveth forever and ever,
the four and twenty elders fali down before him that fat
on the throne, and worthip him that Jiveth forever and
ever.” v. 14. ‘¢ And the four and twenty elders fell
dowa and worthipped him that liveth forever and ever.”
k. 6. ¢ Aad {ware by him tbat liveth forever and ever.”
Xv. 7. And one of the four beafts gave unto the leven
angels, feven golden vials full of the wrath of God,
who liveth forever and ever.” The {ame words are ufed
three times, to exprefs che duration of the punifhment of
the wicked, in the places which have been quoted above.
Whea we find the very iame words, ufed in the New-
tetament near twenty times, to exprels an endlefs du-
ration, and above ten times in this book of the Reve-
lation; and fix of them, moft emqpphatically, and in the
ftrongelt manner, to mark God's eternity, or the endlefs
duration of his exiftence ; and at the fame time, find

them
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them ufed ¢hree times, in the fame book, by the fame
writer, to denote the duration of future punifhment; is
it pofiible to mifltake the meaning, and thick that in
thele three inflances only, thefe words are ufed for a finite
duration? How can any one think they do not mean
an endle(s duration, in thefe places, but fomething in-
finitely thort of it, without doing viclence to the fcrip-
ture, and his own reafor 7

[f it we.e contrary to God’s nature and perfeétions,
to punifh {inners with endlefs milery, and very impious,
and moft difthonorable to him; ard of the woift ten-
dency to man, for us to entertain fuch a thought (which
they who oppofe this de€trine generally affert) can it te
thought, that he would exprefs himfelf fo, on this poiat,
as would naturally, and even ncceflarily, lead all to con-
clude he will thus punifth them, even as long as he him.
felf fhall exift, and not fay a word to guard againft this
conclufion? Is it poffible he thould do this, in a revelati-
on which is defigned to give men right notions of the di-
vine character, and of the futuie flate of the wicked, and
10 the moft plain and decifive manner, declare what they
ate toexpet; and to guard apainft all wrong and hurt-
iul conceptions, refpecting this infinitely important fub.
1e& ? Mokt certainly, he who /liveth forever and ever,
and whote kingdom, honor and praife from the re-
deemed, will continue forever and ever, will punith his
uppenitent enemies forever and cever, even as long as he
liveth, Todoubt of this, is to call in queltion the di-
vine authority of this Revelation.

IT has been {aid by fome, that the words everlus? ng,
forever, and forever and ever, do pot mean an enclels
duration 3 and are often ufed for a limited time in feripe
ture : And that the words in the Hebrew and Greek
ianguagcs, tranflated into the above Enghth words, do
not fignify an endlefs duration: Therefuie it dues rot

follow
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follow that the punifhment of the wicked will be with.

out end, thuvgh fuch words are uled to cenote its du.
ration.

Whether there be any weight in this objétion, let
every one judge, when he has attended to the follow-
ing obfervations,

1. It is certain that the words eferre!, everlasting,
fererer, &c, are, in a great number of inftances,
uvfed in the Old-teftament to exprefs the duration
of the exiftence of God, and of his kwmgdom and
reign, ot his truth, mercy, praife a=d honor, and of his
counfels and deligns, ard the bappinefs cf his friends,
&c. Andin all thele inftances, an endlefs duration is
intended., WWe are obligec to athix this meaning to
thefe words here ;5 and therefore without deubt this is
the proper meanmt; of them, and they muft be fo une-

derttood wherever they are uted, unlcfs we are guarded
againft it, by anexprefs ar neccﬁ'ary I'mitation,

2. It does not yet appear, that thefe words are ever
tfed inthe original, when they are trar{lated everlcfling,
for:very ¢ whereit would not be proper to make vie
o: them, though they do, when corlidered in their pro-
prr, rell meaning, Lgoify an endlefs duration 3 but the
vontrary is evident. This .bfervadien m:ght be illufe -
trated, by producing all the inftarces in which thefe
words ave ufed in the Old- Teftamenty but this would
be teo tedivus. It may fuffice to mention one or two ;
and lcave the reader to examine ozhers, if he pleafes,
‘When itis {aid of a fervant who refufed his freedom,
and confequently had his ear bored through with an
awl, by bis mafter, that he fhall ferve him Jorever ;
tho.gh the fubject peceflarily limits the meaning to
tins hie 3 yet a word that means an endlefs duration is
y r("‘crly uled here, o fignity his perperual fervicude,
In oppulition to his being made free, When it is fies

quently
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quontly fs1d of many of the laws which were given to
Virac by Motes, that Lhey were to be eves l.f/iing ftatutes,
&c. an fheuld be 1o ro that peopwy the meaning is
plan, viz. Thatthey fhould mecer difrepurd them and
fer them afide; and o word thae hpo fics endlefs, 15 the
moit proper to be vicd in this cafe: And indeed no
othor wo.d could convey the idea drfizned to be ex-
preiivd,  Therefore, theugh chele woras are ufed in 1ns
ftances, where che nature of the tubjcét.does in fome re-
{eco it tacmyy ver tiis is no evideoce that they do in
thentcoves ey asanited tme j becaufza word that
fignides an unlimwed duratisn. 1s mull proper, and
even nece{lary, to convey theidea in the moft plain, and
the {trcogelt manner, ?

3. As to thele words intle New-teftament, the
Englith reader, who krows aothiing of tic onginal
Greek, may have full fatisfaction alxout the meaning of
them ; and that they muft intend an endlels duratics,
even when they refpe& the punifhment of the wicked ;
fince tley are ufed fo often, to cxprels the endiels ex:fs
tence of God, and his kingdom, and the never ending
life and happinefs of the redeemed ; and never are ufed
for a temporary duration, unlefs it be in this inftanc
which cannot be fuppofed, without confounding laa-

guage

¥ Ina deed of conveyance of land, it 1s given and granted
to him tc whom the conveyance is made,and his heirs, forever,
This forever is necT=rily iquired, and is not defigned 10 ex-
tend beyond the end of the woild 5 and yet, a word which
fignifies. an unlimited durat.cn, or endlefs, is the moft proper
word to be ufed here, to fignify that the grantor will never
revoke the conveyance, And if any one, oblerving the ule of
this word forever, iu ihofe intyuments of conveyance, thould
hence conciude, that n~ither this word, nor any one in the
Englith language, did fignity an cndlefs duration, in any cafe

wh_axc_vcr, he would reafon as well s they do, who make the
cbjcdion above,
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guage, and doing violence to words, as has been ob.
ferved. |

4. The greek word which is ufed fix times to exprefs
the duration of the punifhment of the wicked, and tranl-
lated esermal and everlafing, is to be found in above fe.
venty places in the New-teftament : And ic every where
is evidently ufed to exprefs an endlels duration, unlefs
thofe fix places, which fpeak of the duration of future
punithment be excepted. And is not this Yufficient to
alcertain the meaning of the word, if we had no other
way to determine what itis defigned to exprefs? * If a

conflitent

* This word is aimios, and is derived from Aion; which
15 ufed above an hundred times in the New-Teflament, and
does not mean any certain, definite, but an indeterminate
duration, unlefs it be limited by the words or fubjeét, with
which it is conne@ed. And when the prepofition «:s is put
buiore it, whether it be ufed in the fingular or plural num-
ber, it always fignifies an endlels duration, and is generally
tranflated forever, and fometimes mever ; of which there are
near forty inftances, only two of which refpe& the duration
of futere punifbment, viz. 2 Pet. ii. 17. Jude v. 13. And
no reafon can be given why it fhould not be underftood here,
as it mut be in other places, where it is ufed. When the
words are doubled, they are more emphatical, and are tran{-
lated forever and ever. There are twenty-two inflances of
this, nineteen of which exprefs a duration which is certainly
endlefs, In the remaining three the duration of future pue
nifhment is exprefled, agreeable to what has been obferved
above. From this fate of the cafe, is it not eafy to detere
mine whether thefe words, which in all other inftances are
ufed te exprefs a duration which is endlefs, do mean only a
temporary, or an endlefs duration, when they are ufed with
a dcﬁ%n to let us know what is the duration of future punifhs
ment ,

Itis faid by fome, that this word fignifies only an age ; of
ages, when it is piural,  1f it be granted that it is fometimes
uled for an indcfinite age ; yet, it the adjcSive aionses is alfw‘;)'i

ufc
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confittent and judicious author, thould ufea particular
word above feventy times in one fmall volume ; and in
every inftance, evidently make ule of it to expre{s pre-
cifely the fame thing ; fo that he could not poffibly mean
any thing elfe, or be mifunderflood, except in five or
fix of them ; fhould we not think ourfelves warranted to
fix the fame meaning to it, in thefe inftances, unlefs he
had given fufficient intimation, that he thern uled the
word in a different fenfe ? There certainiy could be na
doubt about his meaning in fuch a cafe: And if any one
(hould infik upon it, that in theie fix places he meant
no fuch thing, as he certainly meant in the other, but
{omething very different, and directly contrary; becaufe
the word from which this is derived, does not meceffarily
mean any fuch ihing, and is fometimes ufed in a diffe-
rent fenfe; would hé be thought worthy of any regard ?

It is further to be obferved, that this word is not on-
ly conftantly ufed where the duration to be exprefled is
endlefs, which fhews the force and mesning of it, as
has been obferved ; but it is exprefsly oppofed to a word
which fignifies a temporary duration, to exprefs diredly
the contrary. 2 Cor. iv, 18. * For the things which
are feen, are femporal; but the things which are not feea,

arc

ufed to exprefls endlefs duration. ; and the fubflantive is con-
flantly uled fo, when it follows the prepolition ¢ir ; and, ex-
cept two inftances, thefe are the only words uled to exprefs
the duration of future punithment: Who can be at a lofs,
whather it be endiefs, or not ? Befides, it would mike no
fenfe, but the contrary, to tranflate the word ags inftead of
every or mever.  This may be illuftrated by an inftance oc
two. Joh. vi. §8, ¢¢ This is that bread which came down
from heaven : Not as your fathers did eat manna, and are
dead : He that eateth of this bread fhall live 10 an age.” x.
38, ¢ And I give unto them eternal life, und they thall vot

petilh to an age.,” Heh, v. 6. ¢ Thou art a priclt 25 an ape,
atter the order of Melchifedec,”
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are efernal” 1f this word fignified a temporary duration,
i. e. a duration which has an end, it could not be Ops.
pofed to that which figaifizs fuch a duration, though
ever fo long. And it it did not mean an endlefs durae
tinn, it would have no force or fenfe ar all, in rhis place
but would fignity nothing, and miph- as well be uiedo
exprefs the duration of the things thar are fecn, as of
thin.:3 that are not feen; and thc wards mghit 2s proa
perly be pur thus : For the things which are £ er, are
eternal 3 buc the things which ate nai feea are teriporal g
if both words oy oty atemporal or iimned durasion,

Tuikpry, liis nor oniy exprelsiy faid, ia hely tcripe
ture, that ch: future punithm 'nz of the wicked thail be
everlafting 3 and yet more emphatic:lly, they fhall be
punithed ferever and sver @ But the endlefs duration of
1t is yet more (tiongly afleried, it pefliole, by negatives,
orexprefsly denving that it fhaii have any end.

Joho the Bapiug, fpeaking ot Chnft, fays, Matth. i
12. ** Whote tan is 1n his I.md, and he w:ll horougnly
purge his flhor, and gatiwer his wheat int: the garner :
But he will nurn up the cha't with anguenchable fire.”
Fhat s, fire chat cannot be put our, mcre will be no
end to i3 b"".luz,

Our Saviour exirefferh this ina yet more pointed
and folemn man=r, Mark ix. 43, &c. **And it thy
hand offend thee, cacat ot It s secter for thee to enter
into lite maimed, than havm* two hands, to go into
hell, #nto the five that rever Fall e quenched : Where soewr
worm diesth net, and 102 fire i3 not quenchel,  And if thy
foct offend thee, cntitoff @ For it 1s better for thee to
tnter haltinto life, than having twofcer, to be caft in-
to hell, into the fire that never /bz'/. be quencked : IWhert
their worm dicth not, and the fire is not quenched. And
if thine eye offend thee, pluck it our: Itis beter for
thee to enter into the kingdom of GoJ with onc gj¢,

than
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than having two eyes, to be caft into bell-fire . Hhere
their worm dizth not, and the fire is mot quemched.”’

This is a remarkable and fingular paffage, in which
our Saviour, full ot love and grace, fets himfelf to warn
men of future punithment, and perfuade them, from a
patticular, awful view of it. to avoid and renounce cve-
ry thirg that will expofe them to it.  He dwells on the
fubjed, and particularly meations the hand, the toor, and
the eyc 3 and with relation to each of thefe defcribes,tte
punith neat thac is connetted with not parting with
them, when they offend. And this punithment is re-
prefented in ftrong and frighttul colours § it is to be
caftinto bel-fire; and what adds infinitely ro the dread-
fulnefs ot it, IT suALL NEVER BE QUeNCHED. The pu-
pithment never th i have an end.  And he exprefsly fays,
there (hall be no end ; not unce only, but repeats it over
and over again, and ufes negztives eighstimes, in this
fhort difcourte, with every one of which he afferts that
this punithment will have no end.

Our Saviour does here, doubtlel+, allude to the words
of l'aiah, Chap. Ixvi. 24. ¢ And they fhall go forth,
and look :pon the carcales of the men rhat have - anf-
grefi>d azainlt me : For their worm fbail not diey, meither
Joali the fire be quenched.”

There are two ways in which the kodies of men are
confumed after they are dead, viz. by being caft into
a fire and burn=d ; or left to contume away, and be eaten
up of worms, which naturally breed in them. Rut as
the body is {oon confumed by the worm, or by the fire
Into which it is caft ; and the worm of courfe dies, azd

“the fire goes out ; the endlefs duration of the punithment
of the wicked is efferted by faying, The fice, into which
they are caft, Mall not te quenched, or go out, and their
worm never dies, It they who are caft into this punith-
M:nt can ever ceafe to be, or fhall be delivered from
1. ' ity
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it, after they have fuffered for a time ; then it could not
be faid, Their worm dieth not, and the fire in which
they are burned is not quenchzd, or puat out- l'or the
worm and the fire continue, only by the continvance of
the fubjet upon which they prey : When that ceafesto
be a fubject of punithment, the worm dies, and the
fire goes out. There could therefore be no other ex.
preflion, perhaps, thought of, which would with fe
much precifion, and fo clearly affert, that the wicked
fhall be preferved in a ftite of endlefs punithment.
And this fixes the meaning of Chrift’s words, when he
fays, they fhall goaway into everiasiing punsfbmens, evere
lasting fire, if there could otherwife be any poffible doubt
about1t. Everlasting fire, the fire in which the wicked
fhall be tormented forever and ever, is, it we will allow

Chrift himnfelf to tell us, The fire that never [ball be
quenched, ®

LOURTHLY,

* They who hold that the wicked will be annihilated, after
a temporary punifliment, have indeed faid, in order to evade
the force ot this paffage, thcle expreflions are fo tar from ale
ferting the endlels duration of the wicked, in a ftare of punith.
ment, that the contrary is neceflarily implied, viz. that they
fha!l foon be deftroyed, by ccaiing w0 :xaft. They fay,
“ [here is fomething abfurd and cmerai:cliry in the image
made uie of, if we fuppofe chzff, &¢. thrown into an un-
quenchable fire, and yet not to be coufumed and deftroyed in
that fice; or a living crezture call inre ity aad yet preicrved
alive forever init : t'or throwing into the fire is always under
flo~d 1o be the mult effe&tual way 2 deflray a thing . And the
tefs #x:inguifbable the fire is, the more certainly will the fubjed
thrown in be confumed.”  Adr. Bourn's letter to Dr, Chandler,

AnsweER. ltis true, that combuftib'e things, which men
caft into the fire, are foon confumed : Confequently there it
no {ach thing in this world as unquenchable fire ; becault,
whatever 15 proper fue! for the fire, will be confumed, and
burnt up, and thie tire will of couste be extinguifhed. And.

therefore
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FourtHLY, The future punifhment of the wicked
is proved to be endlefs, not only by its being exprefsly
faid in the feripiure to be everlafiing, or cternal, and that
it thal endure forever and ever ; and alfo in a pointed
manner declared, that it fhall wever emd, as has been
fhown : But from many other paflages of feripture, in
which this cruth is plainly, and even neceflarily implied.

. Matth.

therefore cafting chaff, or a dead body, into the fire, would
not be a fit emblem ot endlef. punithment, had it not been
faid ot this f-cy that it is unqusuchable, and ncver fhall be
put cut. Wese not the punitliment endlels, there could beno
acs4 of faying the fire fhall never be quenched ; and it couid
not be faid wi.h trvth : Bot this fixes the idea, and determines
that what is meant by chaff, or wha‘ever is caft into this fi-e
of iiell, cannot be confumed by the fire, nor will be taken out
otit ; but continue without end, to be the (ubje& for the fire
to fced upon, and to preven: its going out. ln this view on-
ly, theic is a perie® confiftence and propriety in thefe ex-
preflions. And to fuppofe the wicked wil be wholly d:-
firoyed in this fire, fo as 10 ceale to exift, or ever be taken cut
cf w, is 1o fuppofe it is extuinguithabie, and will te zAualiy
put out ; and therefore to call it unguenchuble fire, wculd dbe
inderd ¢ moft abluid and contradi¢tory.” In this view, the
manitet weaknefs and alfurdity of the foliowing corfident
aslersion, appear in a firikirg fight, ¢ There is, inoced, fo
d:ie& a contradi&icn tetween the idea of profervirg asy crea-
ture alive, and that ot throwing it into a fiie, 2 fi.e 1l.at can-
not be exdnguithed ; thac i duly confidered, it is amrzing
how men came to jo'n fo oppofire ideas together, or imagme
them 3 be confiltent.” [Asy. Biurn ] Do aot they, who ralk
thus greatly err. not waderitanding the feriprurss, nor know-
ing the power 0i God ? There is indeed a dire& contradic-
tion between the iwiea of their ceafing to exift, who are caft
into the fire as tuel by which it continues to burn, and that
being, at the fame :ime. firc that cannot be extinguithed :
For the extin&ion of the fire, and of their exiftence,are neceiTae
ly conne&ted, and indeed one and the fame thing. It s tzue,
that zen age 010t abie to preferve any creature live, when they

have



Sed. 11. ( 70 )

Matth. xxvi. 24. Our Saviour fays, The Son of man
go.-h as it is wnuen of him ; bur wo unto that man
by wacm the Son of man is betrayed : £t Lad bien gocd

for

have caft itinto the fire : But GOD is able to preferve o
cresture in endlels pun.fhment, and the moit extreme torture;
and fo to caule the fire of his wra.h to be unquenchable, and
to burn without end., And if this were not a ta@t, there
could be no fuch rhing as a worm that never dies, or fire
that 12 not quenched. In thefe words we are exprefsly to'd,
that «here 1s fuch a thing; and tkar GOD, who is
ab'e, wili do it: Ana they are not capable of any
cther confiltent fenfe. Therefore that they (hould not be
i-ken 1. s ienle, by any man, but in the direétly conurary,
viz Th.t:he punifhment of the wicked wiii not be endlets,
i8 irleed smazing !

i ae avocates for the final falvation of all men, have not
beec able to give a3 more farisfaltory or confiftent fenfe of
¢hinsafllge, than thofe jut mentioned. It ftands as an ime
pregnable buiwa-k, in actence of endlefs panifhinent ; which
. riigrever buflic and confound all who daie oppcfe it, T hey

= the tirit piace fav, *¢ This declaration of vur S+vieur can

nraye po more than that /e terments 6/ the wicked ﬂ.’au laf] as
312 as their next flate of exiflence bifls, without determining hw
isnz thadihali be, It 1their worm prey upea them without
lceting, as long as they arein hell, it is to them, ftriclly and
nodty lpeaka L, a2 worm that does not die, So it the fire
1cimernts then. a, leng as thcy exifl in the next flate, it is to them,
a fie whiciy 1s not quenciied, though their exiftence in that
iiate w7 not be abiviutely eternat.’”’ [Salvation for all men,
i+ e'v printed 1n Hofton. p. 22, 13.]

What j asbeen ohlerved atove, fufficiently expefes the
weaknets snd zbfurdity of all this, According to this ine
terpreration -he worm that jives till the carcafe on which
1t .zeds is ¢ wnfe.aed, or 1s taken our of its reach, dath net digy
a0t mver dic;, iough gpoa this it dies infalll 'y and imme-
dfrwis. And tha fire which burng Gl the vusi which i
v iate itis confumed, or tcken out of ;. which may be
>C .2 1t has butied ciie mitvte, and then is iminediately
cuisguillicd, is a fire whid never fbaii be gxtinguibed ! ﬁA‘

mc¢
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for that man, f ke bad not been born.”  Not to be born,
is the {ame as to have no exiflence: Therefoce it 15 here
faid of Juias, that his exiflence was worfe than non-

exiftence: Which could noe be true, 1t he were to be

ha-py
molt, this cxpofition makee our Saviour {4y only this, That
the tuture punithment ot the wicked jhall continue as lang as 18
fhall centinue 3 and no one can determenc from his words, any
thing about the duration ot it, o whethier it fhall contnue
one hour ! Thus they cail 21182 argument, and firiflly and rigid’y
fpeaking.  The reader will judge whether it does not deierve
another name.

But they do not feem to be quite fatisfied with this come
men!, and therefore add the foliowing words : ¢ But the
moft pioin, eafy and fatisfaflory anfwer 13— T hat thefe words
are taken fiom the beok of llaiah’s prephecy, and allude to
the punithment of tiiofe whole bodies were cither burned in
the valley of Hinnom, or permitted to lie on the ground in

‘the form of dead earcafes, to be fed upon by worms. And
confcqueritly, as the fire which burned thefe bodies, and the
worms that fed on them, can in no other fenfe be {aid not to

- be quenched, and not to die, than this, that they continued till
thefe carcafes were confumed ; {o may it be faid of the worm
that preys onthe wicked in hell, and of the fire that torments
them, thatthe cne dieth not, and the othet is not quenched,
till rhey have certainly c®¥eéted the diflolution, or deatb of
wicked men, in the future ftate,” |

ANsweR. 1t is granted that thefc words, Whare their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not queached, are taken from the prophet
Ifaah ; and that they allude to the diffolution of dead bodies,
by being eat of wormz, or confumed by fire : But it cannot
be granted that, cor »guently, our Saviour, by thefe words,
‘“ Where their wormi dieth not, and the fire is not quenched,”
means a worm that dieth, and a fire that is quenched very foon :
For this is to fuppole he means dirediy contrary te what he

Jays. In the valley of Hinnom the worm died and the fire was

exti iguifhed, when the dead carcafes were eaten up by the

former, or burned by the latter : But Chrift fays, there i3 no

paraliel in this re(pe®, between thefe, and the worm and fire,

in hell : For there their worm doth mo: dig, and the fire is not
' quenclied
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happy forever. after fuif.iing & temporary punifhment,
though ever fu lung and fevere.  Judas is theretore, in
thefe words, fentenced 0 endlefls punithinent.  And
there i» the fume reafon why a7 impeaitent finners fhould
be pumithed wirthoucend, s that Judas fhoald. |

Our taviour fuys, Luk. x1i, 10, ¢ Whetoever fhall
forak @ word aganit the 0n ot man, it [hail be torgiven
hun; but unto him chac bialphemeth aganft che Holy
Ghedt, it foal not be forgiven” Aod it fu.h an one
can never be torgiven, tign he cannoc be faved 3 but
mult De curfed aud puniflied, as leng 4s he exifts.  This

is

gaencked.  And vz only reafen of this is plain, viz becuwle
the {uio s on which thev prey, which are food for the one,
and tuel ror the other never wil be confumed, as they are
in dus world; bu connnue without erd, and the fincke of
their torment afcendeth up forever and ever, No advance
thercfore appears to be made, in this mofl plain, ¢afy and fs-
tisfuciory aniwer, unlels it be in finding out, that our Saviour
me.sis une thing, and fays another, Let him w whom this i3
pian, eafy and faiisfalory. avaii himfell of the advantage.

Whe they fpeok of *“the 4. Jilution and aeath of wicked
men, i the future (tate,” who can tell whar they mean,
uniefs it be annihiiation, or a total ceflation of exiftence ? If
enc fhou!d read only whar is faid on this tex', which bas
been now quoted, he wou'd naturally conclude they meant
this, and heid that the punithment of the wicked wou!d end
with thz end of their exiflence, they being utierly ¢contumed.
But this is contrary 10 the title of the pamphler, and moft
thatit contains, Wha then do they mean by ¢¢ The diffaution
and death of wicked men, in the fulure flate?”

‘The wuth of the cafe feems to be this: The quotation is
wade from Mr, Scotir, or ¢ ore and another” of his [entiment ;
whe held that the wicked, afier ihey have been punifhed
for 3 Jiwne, will be wholly confumed, aud ceafe.to exift, No
wonder therefore, we find an unintelligib'e jumbie and ine
conhiilence, when the advocates for the fatvation of all men, 10
fuppore their cheme, qucte from thofe who held dire®ly e
Coniary | See notey page 75.
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is exprefied in different words by St. Mark, Chap, iii
29. ‘‘He that fhall blafpheme egainft the Holy Gh-ft,
batb never forgiven:(iy but is in danger of cternal dam-
nation.” In St Macth, xii. g1, 32,1t is fard ¢ The
blafphemy againft the Holy Gh {t ball rot be forziven
anto men : But wholoever fpeaketh againi (e Fnly
Gh=t, it (hail aot be torgiven iom, neither in this
world, neither in the wwarld to coime”* Here it 15 af-
ferted by Charit 1o the frougelt terae, thar this L
fball not be forgiven. Uhorefore they who are guilty of
this i1, muit fuffer endlels punihment, unlets they
can have eternal lite withaur foryiveneis.

- What is faid, Heb. x. 20, 27. ferves o ilifirate
thefe words of Curift, «“ For it we fin wnifully ateer
that we have reccived the knowledge of the truth, there
yemainelh no more foerifce for fius: hut a certain teariul
looking-for of judgmeat, and fiery wndignatian, which
fhall devour the adveriaries.” Where there is no facrs
fice for fin, there cannot be for2ivenefs of {in: Theree
fore all who commit this fin, and all who die in their
fins, are gt beyond forgivenc(s, as the (acrifice for
fin does not ex:end to them.

That the wick:d will never be relealed from purifk-
ment, and pais from hell into the abodes of the hieff=d,
is afferted by our Savicur in the words in which he re.
prefents Abraham fpeaking to the rich man, Luk. xvi,
26. ¢ And befides all this, between us and you there
15 a great gulf fived : So thatthey that would pafs trom
hence to you, cannot ; seithir can they pafs to us, that
would come from thence.”

Agreeable to this is what Chrit bath declared fince
his exaltation, and when he is fpeaking his laf words
to his church and to the world. Rev. xxii, jo, &ec.
““ And he faith unt> me, feal not the fayings of the
prophecy of this boak : For the time is at hands he

* See note, page 76, that
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that is unjuft, ‘let him be unjuft (Lill; and he which ig
fithy, let him be filthy fill ; and he that is righteous,
Jet him be righteous ftill; and he that is holy, let him
be holy ftili. And behold 1 come quickly ; and my
reward is with me, to giveevery man according as his
work fhall be.”

The time here fpoken of is evidently the time when
the events foretold 1n this book fhall be accomplithed ;
when Chrift will come to judgment, and reward every
man, according as his work in this hite thall be tound
to have bhecn, whether good or evil.  And then, he
fays, every man’s charaCter fhal! be fixed, and remain
torever as it fhall then be found to he, He that is
then unjuft, and filthy, fhail (il continue fo, without
any puflinility of being recovered to re¢t tude and purity,
at any future period.  And on the other hand, he that
1s then found righteous and holy, fhall be confirmed in
holizefs, and continue fo to all cternity.  What could
rrore fully exprels the fixed ruin, and endlefs punithmen:
of the wicked ! And what words could be invented,
nore direétly againft their noticn who dream, that
they who fhall appear uarighteous ac the day of judg-
raznt, fhall in fome afcer period become holy and enter
into everlafting life ? 1f the exalted head of the church
here declares, that they who fthall be tound righteous
at the day of judgmenr, fhull continue fo forever,
witaout any danger or poflibility of cver falling from
their righteoulnels ; which all allow to be fo; how is it
yoffible for any one nor to fee, that he equaily, anf in
the fame flrong terms declares, that he who fhali then
ve found unjuft, fhall continue fo from that tirne,
withcut any peflibility of being recovered to holinefs,
even s long as the righteous fhall be righieous ftill ?

TrErE are many other paffages of fciipture, which

erc clearly inconfiltent with the talvation of all men;
' | and
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and which, of confequence, nec:irily imn'y the ends
Jels punithment ot the wicked.  Thele are too numee
rous to be pirticularly miensioned @ But they wul be
pointed ot to the reader, who attends to the bible,
by being ranked under the following heads.

1. T'he everlatting life and happinels of the righteous,
and the deftruction and punifhment of the wicked, are,
in a multitude of inflances, and commonly, fet in:cpa
poliiivn t each other, as two direct contraries : Waich
could not be a proper way ot reprefznting it, or al?rec..

M able

! In order to evade the evidence of future, endlefs punith-
mcit trom thele words, i1t hasbeenfaid [ See fome deductiens
fro:n the fydem promulzared 1in the pages of divine revelas
tion,p 20.] It Judas had given up the Ghoft before he
had been born, he would have efcaped all the exquifite dif-
trefs which h-~ futfered in this life, and {o have been happv
torever, with:ut beivg birn inte this flate ¢f mifery.  "Ihis repree
fents Cluitt as folemnly proncuncing un awfui wo on Judas,
which yet was nothing more than that which comces on
every man that is born; and is there‘ore eguaily true of
every man, as of the traitor @ l'or every min ts born unto
troudle as the toarks fly upward ; and his life is full of
trouble.  All which they nught have elsaped by not being
born, Solomon fays, lt is beiter not to be born, i, e. net
to exilt, than to have an exiltence in this Swate only, Is not
this to makc our Saviour fay nothing ; or rather to trifle
about the moft folemn marters?

Not to bu born s oppoled to exiftence ; and the only na-
turai mean'ng oi the phrale 1, no: io come inte exiftence.

ltig further faid, that Chniit promifed Judas, that he, with
the o her diicip 250 thoud fic on twelve thrones, judging the
twelve cribes ot Lirael ; which is inconfiftent with his being
miferable forever.
~Anfwer, We ace told in the firft chapter of the A&s of
the Anoftles, rhat this was not true ot Judas perfonally ; but
of the fweive when their nuinber wes tilled up, by chuling one
to take tne piace of Judas, from which ne teli by Ris traif
greflion,
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able to the truth, if they were both to enjoy everlaftiag
jife together, in the kinglom of God., If the wicked
are to be aftl.cted but tor a ume, and then delivered
fiom mifery, and be as greatly happy as the righteous
and as fong s thea their perifhiag, their puaifhment, is
as Light as norhing, and bur for a moment, compared
with the eternal weighe of glory  and happinels, which
thay fhall enyoy cqually wich the righieous 5 and there-
fore cannoc be fet in oppoliton to eteraal litey or the
bleff:dnefs ot the rizhieous, as this would be highly
improper, and 2 gols mifreprefeatation. A few in-
ftinces, out ot maay which might be mentioned, will
be futficient to diuitrate this remark. Pl xxxvil,
1 8,

* Somie have [aid this lalt exprefkon mean: no more than
that this 0 thould not be forgiven, under the Jewifh or!
Chriftian difpeniation, as rhe word here tranflaied worid is
uled fometimnes for an age : And this werid may fignity the
Mbofiic difyznfaion, and the werid to come the Chiitian, and
not the {utare i ate,

Aviwer, ltis faid in :he precesding verle, and in the
other Evangeifts, that this 6o fali not be fergiven unto men,
without any limiia:ion or excepion whatever : Ana thefe
wurds inat are hete added, neither in this world, neithir in the
world o come, cannot be conlidered as limining the o.her
words, av they are ot in the other Evangenits : Bud they
are sdded to exprels 1he fame thing ia a yet more ftrong and
firiking manner, We kaow what our Saviour nreant b, ¢
warld to cime, by Nis ule ot it ellewhere, Mak. x. 38,
¢ Chereis no man thet bath tetrt houle, or bre hreny & tor
my (1ke and the gofp-i's, bu h: alt veciive an huadred
ro:d now i this nime, and an t'e werld 6 come eternal life.”
rlere <he world "o ¢ome misans ih: ta woe date, and an ende
iefs or eternai {tate, it ‘he tolloweis o1 Chrid will be bappy
without eud,

¢t tis clearly fhown by Dr. Whiiny, that this was uied as
a proverbial expreffion, and that it only figodied, @ thing fhould
never be, when v was fad, 1 Jall unt be ather in :his warli,
or the wo!dte come, D, Doddndge on Matih, xi1, 322
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18, 20. ¢ The Lord knoweth the days of the upright;
and their inheritance fhall be forever.  Butthe wcked
{mall perith.® &ec. Here the perithing ol the wicked 1g
oppofed to the everlsfiing, 1ncor uptible irheritance of
the righreous ; which <ouid nor be, if their prnithing
were conlitent with the.r enjoying this everlafiing inhe-
ritance, as well and as loeg as the righrecus @ For, on
that fuppofition, it is as true of the wicked, as of the
upright, that cheir inheritance [(hal' be forever; and, 1n
this refpe@, there is no c¢iftinction, much lefs oy pofition.
The:etore, ro fer them inoppofiicn would be a miire-
prefentation, and not agreeable s the trudh, 1 the perifh-
Ing of the wicked runs pa:aliel with the inherirance of
the uprigie, and forcver (xcludes them from chis irlica
nitance ; then thefe words exp-els a great and important
teuth 5 but on any orher fuppolition, they are periclly
unin eiliyz bie, or not true.

Thefe fame remarks will apply to thole words of
Chrut and Joho the Baptiit,  Joh. i, 15, &c. * That
whotocver believeih in Lim, fhould wat perifh, Fut hove
eternal lite.  For God {) tuved the world that he pave
his only begatten fon, that whaloever believerh in hior,
bould not perih, bur bave everlafling iife.” Here it is
Impliciriy atltreed that he who does not believe in Chr.id
thall perih 3 but if 2o peril, 1s not to be ex'udec from
eternal hie, with what propiieiy ortruth can this ke iec
In oppufition to having ciernal lite, whea ic s as trge
of the unbelievir, as of the believer, that he fhall have
cpemal I'te ; and this happy lor is as much the PO!TL 1
of the tormer, as of th+ latter 2 ¢ He that believ: -iy
In the {cn, bath everlalling lire ; and he that beleverh
pot the fon, thall not fee life; but the wrah of
God abideth on-him.” Here whar is neceJaily
Mnpled in our Savicur’s words, juft mentioned, is ex-
Prificd and we are told what ismeang by the unbriicv: rs

penifhing,
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perifh’ng, He fFal’ nct Jee life; but the wrath of God as
bideth oa him, «s long as he is excluded from lite, and.
that muit be as long as the heliever enjuys everafting hte,

Rom. i, 0, &c: ¢ Who will render to every man
acccording 1o his deeds,  To them who by patient
continuance in weil doing, fzck for giory, and honor,
and immortality, eferna! ife; but to them that are
contentious, and do not 05cy the truth, but obey un-
nghteoulneis, umgjmuon and wrath, tr: bulauon ana an-
guith, upon every {oul that deth evil”  Here tie re-
wards or portions of the righteous and of the wicked are
contraftec, anl oppoicd to each other: Bat o the jarter
fhaii have plory, honor, peace, and eternal lite, as well
as the former ; why are the former reprelented as aif.
tinzuifhed trom the latter in £Ais, which s common to
¢hem both 2 2 Thedll i 100 &e ¢ And  1or this
caufe God fhall fend them ftrong delulion, that they
fhould believe a lie, that thicy all might ée dimned, &c.
But we are tou.d always to give thanks to Gad tor you,
brethren, beloved of the Lo: d, becauie God hath from
the beginning cholen you o /c.luatzon. Here falvation
and damnation are oppofud 5 and chriftians are diftis.
guifhed from thole who believe 3 lie, and obey un-
righteoufnels to their own damnation, and fet in oppo-
finon to them, as being /v jen 10 [alvaiion. But it falva.
ticn ard damnation are {u conlittent with each other,
that all who are damned thall be the fubjects ot eternal
falvation, and are chbefen fo jalvation, as really as the
true chriftian, what does the Apuftle mean by all this?

Jom,iv. 12, ¢ There is one lawgiver whois able
to jave. and o dflroy”*  Salvaticn and deftruction are
here cppoled, as inconfiftent with each other; which
could not be, if there were no dcﬁxuého inconfiftent
with eternal falvartion, |

sAatth, vil, 13, 14, ¢ Eater yein at the frait gate;

tor
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for wide s the gate and broad is the wav that leadeth
to deftructrion,  Eecaude firaic 1s the gate and nariow
is the way that Jradgeth uato lie.”

If all the wicked who po in the broad way, @~ cater in
to lite as cerrainly, and ncarly as foon, as (nev wio walk
in the nacrow way ; only the former pats tarough a
little more fevere diicipliae than the other 515 not the
broad way as certain a road to hreas the other ¢ How
then can lite and deitruct on, and thefe dillirent roads,
be opprfed to each other ?

2. ['he holy fcriptures every where reprefent the fora
vants of God, who tear and trufl 1o him, as happy and
blefled : And on the other hand, fpeak of thofe wino
go an ip evil ways through this lite, as mot muferabie,
and pronounces woes and curfes un them ; which is not
confittent with their being alike happy forever in the
kingdom ot Chrit.  To che formes n unerable pros
mites are marle, that no evil fhali ~ome near them
thatall ¢thir s thail worle for thieir geod, and promote
their bett intereft , asd dhac they fhall have ererual
life : To thziarter no good s procifed, aud aotiing
but evil is fpcken and forewid of rthem; for whica
there could be no reafon, if endlefs happinels avaited
the latter, as certainly as the former. It this were the
cafe, they would both be blefled; and ther: would be
no fuch great difference between them, Though the
wicked fhall fuffer for a time; yee, of this (hall iffue 1n
their eternal happirefs, and be the {pecial and neceflary
mean of 1ttoo, what St. Paul fays of chrifltians miy,
with truth and propricty, be applied to thens ¢ That their
{ufterings, for a time, are not worthy to be comnared
with the glory which (hail be revealed in them: Arnd
their light affliction, which is but for a2 moment, coms
pared with endlefs happtinels, worketh for chem a far
e exceeding and eicrnal weight of glery,  And St

Petes’s
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Peter’s prayer for {uffericg chriftians will be an{wered
for all that are in hell, or evet fhall be there; and may
with as greac propriety bz made for them. ¢ The
God of all grace, who hath called us into his eternal
giory by Jefus Chaft, ofcer thutre have [uffered a while,
make you peric,” &c.  Aad the words ot Chrift to
his difciples, may be applied to them. In all your fuf.
Serings, ¢ Rejoice, and be exceeding glad 5 tor great
is your reward in heaven’” Why then is God’s word
fo tull of threataings of evil to the wicked, without the
l2alt incimation of any goud coming 0 them ; and ot
promifes ot nething but good to the righteous ? Why
dees God fay to the righteous, that it f(hall be well
with him ; ftor thev fhall eat of the fruit of their due
iogs, Woune the wicked, it fhall be ill with him;
for the reward of his hands fhall be given him, There
i3 no peace, faith the Lord, unto the wicked ; while he
fpeaks peace, and nothing but peace, unto his people,
and to his faints. Pfal, Ixxxv. 8.~ee——Prov. xii,
21. * There fhall no evil happen to the juft ; but
the wicked fhall be filled with nnichief.” The juft fufe
fer much evil ; but it is no evil to them, becaufe it is de.
figned for their beft good, and will iffue init. And if
the future fufferings of the wicked are temporary, and
defigned to purge them from their fins; are neceffary in
order to this, and will have this happy eff:€t; whyis
it not as true of then;, that o evil fhall happen to them?
Why are they, with refpe€ to this, fet inoppofition
to the juft, and marked out for nothing but mifchief
and evil? Prov, xiii. 21. * Evil purfueth finners :
But to the righteous good fhall be repaid.” Pfal. xxxtv.
19, &c. ¢ Many are the afflitions of the righteous :
But the Lord delivereth him out of themall, Evil fhall
flay the wicked ; and they that hate the righteous thall
be deiolate.”  If che fufferings of the wicked in hell are
n
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in mercy to them, and defigned to bring them to re-
pentance, and they (hall be delivered out of them all;
then, what is here {aid of the righteous 1s juft as true of
the wicked ; though their afflictions and fufferings may
be many, yet the Lord will deliver them out of them
all. Why then is directly the opp-fite faid of the
wicked, that cvil /hall flay ‘or d:firoy him ; when all the
evil that comes upon him will work tor. his good, and
his deliverance is certain and haftening ?  Plal. xciij,
12, 13. * Blefled is the man whom thou chaftenctt,
O Lord, and teachelt hi.n vut of thy law ; that theu
mayelt give him reft from the days of adecrfity, until
the pit be digped for the wicked.” Ifthe {uture punifh-
ment ot the wicked ULe of the nature of correélior, and
Goidis hereby chaftening him, that he may teach him
witdom, and b:irg him to his duy, that he may be de~
ivered from ali adverlity and evil’; dnd this fhall be the
happy confequesce; may he not withas much icalon
and propriety be pronounced bleffed, as the righteous 2
Why then is he always curfed, and feria oppoiiion
tu the rghreous, 11ih1s refpedt ?

If the wi ked thail cerrainly be de'ivered from hell,
as foop as he reponts, aond mekes his {ubmifiion o
God, and God nflilis this evil on bhim, with a de-
fign to bring hiip to this; then what 15 feil of the
children of God is as true of the wicked in heil,
Thar God chaiteneth them for their profit, tha! tiey
might be pariakers of bis belinefs,  And it this be ‘true,
are they not bleffed ? The whole current of {oriprage,
on this head, 15 p-ricétly inconfiflent with tae terapo-
rary punifhin:nt of the wick~d, and their cterna! {ale
varion :  And therefore evidently aflerts their endiefs
deltru&tinag, .

3. The {cripture reprefents the wicked, when rejeét«
ed and cait into hell, as repenting and earneft'y de-

firing
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firing and fesking deliveramce 5 but all in vainy Tor
their repentance and cries will not be repgarded :
‘Which s inconfiftent with their punithm-nt being of
the ratureot m. raiiul chaltrement, inorder to their oba
taining eternal lie, w.ich fhall be granted whenever
they futmi:, and ark de'iverence: Yea, ftrongly imports
that they never (hall be heard and  delivered.

Prov. i. 24, &c. ¢ Becaufe I have called, and
ye refufed, &c. I allo will laugh at your calamity
and moack when your tear com.th 5 when diftrefs and
angu'fh ccm=th wpen you.  Then fhall they call upon
me, but I wiil not anfwery they (hall feck me early, tut
they hall mot find me.”  Matth, xxv. 11, 12, ¢ Afters
wards came alle the other virgtns, faying, Lord, lLcrd,
open wunto us: But he anlwered and faid, Verly 1 fay
unto you, [ kaow you nst.”  Luk. xiii. 24, &c
¢ Strive (o enter in at the {trait pate: For many, 1 fay
unto you, il feek to enter iny and [hall not be atle,
When once rhe maiter of the houtz 1s rites up, 2nd hath
fhut to the door 3 ».d ye begin to {tand withouat, and 1o
knock ot the deery [wyime, Lordy, Lord, upon unto us :
And he fhall anfwer, anc fay unto you, ! know you
not whence ye are: Depart from me, all ye werxers of
wniquity @ There fhall be weeping ind gnathing ot teeth,
when ye fhall fee Abraham, and Ifaac and Jacob, and
ali the prophets in the kinpdnm o God, and you your-
{elves toryt out””  According to thisy when the door
of mercy is once [hue, 1t will be fhut forever s and how-
ever eaineftly they whoare exclud»d may defare and feek
admitcance, it will be allin vamn, *

Chnft

* Thefe words of Chrift are in conflequence of 1 ¢ueftion
whtch was :1ked by ane, in the folluwming words: *¢ Lord,
are there few thar thall be faved ? tt our Lord knew that «lf
fhouid be faved, and tha this was a joytuly giorious doc-

tr.1.¢,
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Chrift reprefents the rich man in hcll as earnefily
praying fora hule mitigation of his torment; but
meetin; with a denial : And Abraham tells him. There
g a preat pull fived, {o that they wbo would come ous
of bell camot.  No . fires of deliverance that will ever
take place in helly can avail, or be regarded. In the
epilti= 0 tae Heocws, the cafe of thefe who ceme
ho: ¢ of being real chnttiass - thie world, and {0 are
calt into hell, 1s repefeated oy Efan, why, by feiting
his on:h rigng, ot ¢ forever. ¢ For ye know how
tha & /terward, wien b wonld bave inberited the blofing,
he was rejected : For De found no place of repemianee
shough e lought it careful’y w:th tears.” This reprefen-
tation mull be very contrary tu truts, if any repentance
and cries for mercy, that thall take place in heliy will be
regarded, and obtain deliverance; which will be the
cafe if they are ever delivered. All thefe paffages of
fcripture, therefore, and others of the like tenor, are
oppoled to the deliverance of the wicked frem hell,
by their being brought to repentance, and to cry for
mercy ; and are not confiftent with any future punith-
ment, exeept an endlels one.  And tins ieprelentation
militates direétly againft the notion that future punifhe
mat is falutary, aad inthéted by God in mercy to the

N wicked,

trine, neceffary to be preached in order to fct the chara@er
of God in the beft light, and make the brighteft difplay of die
viae geace; and was perfedty iaited to turn men trom fin,
and lead them to ecmbrace the gelpel, and excite in them 1he
highet gra:itude, joy and praife ; why did he negle@® fuch a
good oppostunity te declare this very impeortint, ufeful truth #
Why did he not only wholly conceal it; buc makea contrary
reprefentaticn, teaching tiat ail who did negie& fa'vation 1
this }ife, would be fhut out of the kingdom of heaven, and
caft into hell; and that no repen:ance, earneil fecking and
ntrcaties, for delivarance, wiil 1hep be to anty purpoin i Cun
. thefe queltions be anfweres
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wicked, and - tending to their repentance and amend-
gaent, in order to their being [cied tor eternal happi.
nefs. Direétiy the reverfe of thisis the idea held upin
thefe paflages, and, indecd, throughout the whole bible,
The door of mercy is fhut. God punithes them in
anger, to fhow bis wrath, and make his power known,
He wili not regard cheir repentance, nor hear their cries
for mercy; but will laugh at their calamity, and mock
whena their deftruftion falls upon them : And they
‘will be abaadoned o pertedt defpair and endlels wo!

Tur evidence contained in the lcripture, of the fu.
ture and endl./s punithment of the wi-ked, is now laid
before the roader. And is it not as clearly revealed,
chat this punifhment will never end, as any truth what-
ever, which is contained in the bible ? It is, at leaft,
as certain, from divine revelation, that this punifh-
ment will be endiefs, as that the happinefs of the
righteous will be fo.  Yea, it cannot be conceived how
the eternal duration of the punifhmeat of the wicked
¢ould be moie pluinly and fully expreffed.  Language
does not atford words mere expreflive of this, than
thols which are uled ; and they are ufed in fuch a man.
per and connexion 2s o fix their meaning as clearly,
and as much beyond all Joubt, as is poflible: And
ehis is expreffed, ci neceflaily implied, {o often, and
1 fo many different ways, that there is a multplicity
of evidence, and dembonfiraticrn rifes on demonftration;
fo that, if the doftrine of cndlefs punfhment be not
molt clearly revealed, it is doubtlefs impoflible it fhould
be made kauwa, by any wo:ds, or in apy way what.
{uever. -

This wil' well account for the general belief of this
dedtrine, in the chrithian world, from the days of
the ap dti“s, down to th T me: And though chere
have  Lern dome wd videals fa almoft every  age,

whin




who have renounced it, and have attemp'ed te perfuade
others to reject it Yer compuatively £ w, who have paid
any 1egard fo the bible, have hearkened v them,  And
if (he difberef of erdlels purithment, and even of any
future purithment at atl. fhoul.' now p-eval, and have a
wider tpread than ever before, it wil oe doubtlefs owing
to a greater and more gen-ra! prevalence of blinding mo.
ral corruption, and the greaier p: wer 0f Satan, which ic
is foretold he fhall kave in the world, previcus to  the
fourithing of the kingdom of Chrift: * Wlhich wiil
produce a remakable degree of infatuation and error,
even firewg delufion, 1n belicving that frlt and molt
pernicious L1 E; which the great deceiver told in this
, world, and has been ever {ince endeavouring to pro-
pagate, YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE. And it ma

be jultly expected, that the propagation o this delu-
fion, will promote a total difregard to divine revelation.

et BRI R I B BBt Rt

S ECTI1I O N IL

CONTAINING an Examination of fhofe
Paflages of Scriptare, which the Oppofers of the
Dotdrine of endlefs Punifllinent, and Advocates
Jor the Salvation of all Men, have thougbt to be
Sfavourable io their Cuufe.

HISSLE f(criptures muft be full and exprefs, and moft
evidently oppofite to the dotrine of endlefs punifh-
ment;

* Rev. xvi. 13, 14. And [ faw three unclean fpirits, like
frogs, come cut of the mcuth of the dragon, and out of 1he
mouth of the beaft, and out of the mouth of the falfc prophct.
For they are the fpiriti of the devils, working miracles, which

go torilv unto the kings of the esth, and of the whole
wereld, &e¢,”
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ment; and fo wordwd, & in fuch connegxinn, as not to he
ap.&blc ofa cuoftiuétion cor (iftent with ity in order to
have any weighi w1 the mind of an honeft inquirer,
who has acterdsa -+ +he fcti otures which have been pro-
cuced ; wheiein tis fo oveen, o expreliiy, and in fo
many ways ailected.  And it any fuch pafiages are o
be found, which can by no means, 'n a tair and honeft
way, be reconcuicd tothe future and endleis punith.
ment of the wicked'; an inluperal ble difficulry will  be
introduced, viz, That the bible is inconfiftent with
stlelf, v that one part cannot be reconcied wicth ano-
ther!

It is not uncommon, for men to appeal to the fcrip-
tures, in order to fupport the groflelt errors, and think
they fird much in the bible in their favor.  Therefore,
in the matter before us, it becomes us carefully to ex-
am:ne thofe {criptures, which are produced as incon.
Hiiteny with endlefs punithment; and whatever plaufibie
glofs has been put upon them, if they appear capable of
a natural, rair ccmﬂru&lu n, perfc&ly confiftent with it,
we f{hall have the fatistaction of fee'ng the corfiftency
and harmony of the holy firiptures en this point; and
this do@rine will, if poflibie, be more confirmed.

It would be needlefs, if it were pra&icable, to
confider every texs, which has beer mentioned by thofe
who plead for univerfal faivation, as favouring their
ci- Jt wil) be {uffictent to attend to thofe upon
which they appear to bhave the meft depen-
d ace: And ifit can be prcved thofe are nothing to
tneir purpofe, the reft will, of courfe, be given up.
To prove that all msn w.ll be (aved, thofe paffages
of fcripture are produced, which {peak of the
luffi iency, and defigned extent of the atonement;
mad: by Chrift, for “thefins of men . fuch are the
fol'cwmg John i 29: » Behold the Lamb oth G;?d

whic
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which taketh away the finof the werld” 1 Tim. ii. 6.
“ Who gave him/=!f a rantom fsr all.” Heb. it. 9.”
That he, by the grace of God, fhould tafte death tor
every mas.” 1 Joh ii.2, * And he is the propiation
forour fins: And not for curs only, but allo fur the
fins of the whele worid,”

In order to fee the true import of thefe fcriptures
paflages, and a number of others, which are to be men-
tioned, the {ol'Cwing oblervations muft be made, and
keoiin view, |

1. The atonement which Chrift has made for the fing
of men, by his obedience u.ta death. is every way fule
ficient for the falvation of = | men; as futhicieat for all,
as for any one.  This has ¢ffe@uallv removed the dif-
ficulty, 1he var which was in .b: way of the {alvation of
any one of sankind; and «ms is as fully removed
with relpect to ail, us to one; and there is nothing of
that kind, which Chrit came v remove out of the way,
by his atonement, in the way of the falvation of the
whole world.  Had it not Ueen for this atonement, (ae
fins of men had barred the way of their falvaiion, and
mercy could not have becn extended to them. Cimnft, by
making atonement for fin, bas tak:n this obltacie out
of the way of man’s falvation, even the falvation of
all men, of the whole world. Itisin this fenfe, that he
has “ finithed the tranfgreflios, and made an end of
fin.”® In this fenfe, he has taken away the fia of the'
wo:ld ; is the propitiation for the fins of the whole
viorld ; and has ¢ Put away fin, by the facrifice of him-
felf.” | This obfervation alone, opens an eafy, plain,
natural, and important meaning to the paflages Row un-
der confideration, and to o hers which will be mention-

ed ; a meaning which has no immediate refpe& to the
atual

¥ Dan,ix, 24, [ Heb, ix, 26,
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altual falvation of all men; and is perfeétly confiltent
with thofe numrerous declarations 1n facied writ, that
mulutudes fhall, oowwichftanding, perith  forever,
Though finis, in this true, impertant fenfe, taken
wholly out of the way of rthe falvation of all men; yet
fomething turthzr is u~ceflary, in order to their aétual
falvation ; which mult take place, or they will die 1n
their {ins, and perith forever. Arnd what this is, we
find clearly fated, and abuvdartly declared, by Chpnlt
himfelt, <nd his apoftles,  Our Saviour has fixed i,
beyond a!l ditpute :  Joh. 1ii. 16, “ For Ged fo loved
s2¢ werid. that he gave his only begotien Son, that who-
Joever oelreveib en bim, thould not perifh, but have evera
batting iire.” The Saviour is given to the werid: And
he has taken away the fin ot the world, by the facrifice
of himfelf ; neverthelels, they only who believe on him,
fhall be faved ; and they who refufe and reje& him,
fhall perith; for “‘He that believeth not (hall ne damned.”
What can be plainer than all this ? And how can the
fcriptures be confiltent, if this interpretation be not ad-
mitted ?

2. It follows from the preceding obfervations, that the
falvation procured for mar, by the atorement of Chrift,
and opened in the gofyel, is a common falvation. There
18 fufficient provifion made for the falvacion of all. Tt
15 therefore for a/l, propofed and ofte:ed so0 all, without
c:®inttion : ) is offered to their acceptance, that whos
foever is wiliing, and dues accept of it, fhall be faved,
and pure cén tail of this faivation, but by a continued
Bcgicct and obltinate rejetion of it, to the end of life.
This falvation, therefore, belongs to all, in this fenfe: It
1s falvation for all men,-the whole world, if they will
accept of it, or unlefs they reje@it. It comes to one
as well as another, without diltiné&ion, This appears,
aad is exprefled, in the orders Chrift gave to his dif¢i.

ples ;
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pels ; and in them, to all who are authotized to preach
the gofpel. ¢ Go teach all nations. Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gofpel 20 every creature’”  That
18, to all men. ¢ He that believeth andis baptized,
fhall be [aved ; bu: he that believeth not, fhall be damn-
ed.” 1! the declared wi// and command of Chrift had
been properly regarded and executed ; and were it not
for the inexcufabie wickednefs of men, in oppofing or
neglecting the gofpel and the great falvation it proclaims,
and ofters to ali, every fon and daughter of Adam, on
earth, would {oon have heard this good rews, and would
have believed unto falvation; and every one of mian-
kind, who have lived from that day te this, would have
been faved, having come to the knowledge of the
truth,

This gives a clear and determinate fenfe to the words
of St. Paul, 1 Tim. ii. 1, &c. *“I exhort therefore,
that fir(t of all {fupplications, prayers, interceflions, and
giving of thanks be made for &/l men.  For this is good
and acceptable in the fipht of God cur Savieur; who
wi'l bave all men to be faved, and come to the knowledge
of the truth.” The apoftle knew that it was the exprefs
wiil and command of our Savicur, who is God, that
the gofpel fhould be preached to a/l men, that they
might come to the knowledge of the truth, and be faved;
unle(s they f(hould wickedly rejz¢t it, when cftered to
them. And how could this be exprefied better, or ia
more proper and intelligible i-nguage, than ia the
words Juft quoted ? And if thisbe the moft natural, eafy,
and confiftent fenfe of .'ie words, then they are perfcéts
ly confitent with the eternal deftruction of all who, in
this life, rej<€t the goipel, or negleé this great falvation. *

The

* To make out from this naflage, that all men wi'l be ac-

wally faved, i has been aflontcd, that ¢ God auchor itatively
Wiss
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The propriety and importance cof fuch ekprcﬂions af ate
now under confideration, will further ap ear by obs
ferving ¢ |

wills the falvation of all : Wills it as a being of fupreme, uns
conttoulable power, a being that will be obeyed in (pite of
the corrupt difpofitions of men, &c.” But this is {aid with.
out any proot ; yea, contrary to the cleareft evidence. God
our Saviour willed and commanded that the gofpel fhould be
preached to every creature : So that the whole world might
de faved, unlef: they fhould perfeveringly reje the falvation
offered : But this bis will  has been oppoled by men, fo that
it has not tzken cffe®, and millions have perithed by this
negle@. And this is the will fpoken of in the text under
sonfideration., Befides, if this meant the efficacions will of God
our Saviour, a will with which the ¢vent is necetfarily con.
ne&ted, why has it not taken place in this world ?

God can as eafily bring all to the knowledge of tae truth
and to a tatz of falvation in this lite, as in any future time
Why then does he not effeét it here ; but put it off 1o a d.ftant
period, in the unfeen world ; with refpe& to which not #
word is faid of bringing men to the knowledge of thc truh,
and to falvation, who die in their fins ? Or rather, why will
any imagine this, when theie is not a tittle in this paffage to
fupport it, but all is againft i ? |

God our Saviour has provided falvation for all men; has
formed an inftitution, which ¢ mprchends, 21id will intallibly
effe® the falvation ot all n.ey, if properly regarded aind ime
proved by n.en; and this he .- h willed » 1 ccmmanded to
be done. It 13 his «xprefs wil, and comu.and, that this gofe
pel be preachec to every creature, to all men, and he wills and
commands ail men every whei¢, upon hearing this gofpel, to
repent and belic.- the golpel, un‘o falvation, In this fenfe
he wiils that all men thou!d be faved : But this his will has
been refilted by the folly and cbftinacy of .oen ; as it was in
another inltance, of which he himfeif fpeaks. Matth, xxiii.
37. ¢ 0 Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killeft.she prophets,
and (ton:ft them which are fent unto thee, how often wouvrp.
1 have garlgred thy childrgn togather, evin as a Ren gathereb

| her
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adiy. The Jews had very contra@ed, unworthy notiong
of God’s defligns of mercy to m+n, and of the woik
ana falvation of the Melfliahs They confined this fal.
vation wholly to themftlves, and conliderd all other
nations as outcofts, wholly excluted trem God’s favor,
and all ben firs in the kingdcm of Chrnift 3 unletg
they bezcame Jews by circum .ifion, This wasa fix.
ed and favourite d rice among the Jews 5 and it
was not Galy fo th 7 to cive it wholly up, and freg
the.. elvsr trom all the influence of it, when they ems
brace. ch:iftian.cy. Theapoltlestheml:ives, for fumat ms
after 1he iefurreflion ot Chrift, formed their notions
of fal ;> iun by this Jewith prejudice, in which they
were educated ; and hitno thoughrof offering talvation
to the uncircumcifed Geatiles. Scveral m'racles were at
length  wroughe, in order to convince them, that
in ¢.ery mation he that teared God, ard embraced
the g fpel, was accepted ¢f him, and faved, and that
Gud had allo to the Gentiles granted repentance uncy
lite, as well as unto Jews. |

And this “prejudice remained on the min?sb{mthc

ewifh

her chickens under her wings, 47d ye wouLp weT ! Here
13 the fame word in (he original as in the text under confidera.
tion, tranflated wii/, and in this pafiage, wou/d, and might have
been rendered, how often bave 7 wiiledto gather thy children,
&c. Here he reprefents himfetf as willing the falvation of the
inhabirants of Jerufalem; which they prevented raking effc
by their refulal to accept his offered kindnefs. He had made
fuill provifion for their falvation, and had offered to beftow
it on them ; fo that, had they confented, and accepted the
offer, they would have been faved ; and this he calls hig
willing to protect and fave them : But metwithRanding this,
~ they perilhied, becaulerhey woxld not comply with his kind offer,
But more than cnough has beenfaid 1o th:w how far the
words under confideration are from affo.ding the leaft cvie
dence of the 2itual falvation of Wl sz,
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Jewith chritians for a long time 35 which the apoftle
Paul, who w1 the apofile of the Gonules, took fpecial
care and pains in hiscpiitles, to oppofeand eradicate, hy
aflerting, that falvation by Chrill was as free, and ag
much tor one nation, as aaviner ; and therefore to be
preached and off rd to all nadns, and every man,
without ditin&ion. And wuh this view, the expreffions
under confideration are evidently ufed, as well as many
others of the like kind, in the New-teftament ¢ And -hest

full meaning, defign and importance will not a-.p:ar,

without keeping this in view, This oblervation mey be
illufirated by reviewing the paflfage chat has been c.ne
fiderd, 1 Tim. ii. 1. &c. The truz me=aning may be
exprefl:d in the following paraphrafe, * 1 exhort that
chaftians pray for all men, Gentiles as well as Jews,
without mak'ng any diftinétion.  Fur this 1s ceriainly
acceprable to Gud our Saviour | wiois the God and
Saviour, not only «!f the Jows, but of the Gentiles
al'o ; and nas previded Lolvatioa tgually tor all natie
6ns, 2ud !l nvny and kas willld and commarddd,
that tire golpel thould be preached w all nations, and
Galvation trecly ofir A o all, withour diftin€ion ; that
they may come to the knowledge of the truth and be
fayed, unlefs they perith by their own fault.  For there
is but one God who 1s the God of the Gentiles, as well as
of the J-ws ;3 and one Mecdiator between God and man,
even ail men, the man Chrift Jefus 3 whofe mediatiop
and atonement therefore does not refpect one nation on-
ly, butis unliraited and univerfal ; ard he gave him-
felf a ranfom for all, thut bis goipel might be preached,
and falvarion offered to all men 3 which he determingd
thould be teitiged and male known in due time 3 howe
ever ignorant of it, both Jews and Gentiles have been, in
ages pait.  This has indeed been a myftery, which was
kept fccret fince the woild began; but now is made
manifeft,
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manifett, and by the {criptures of the prophete, 22cord-
ing to the commandment of the everlafting God, made
known to all mations for the obedience of faith ; that is,
that ** Whofoever believeth may be faved,”

The following paffages: of fcriprure have been zalfo
urged againft the doftrine of endlefs $unithment. Gen.
ili. 15. < It fthall bruife thy head, and thou fhalt bruife
Bis heel.” 1 Joh. iii. 8 ‘¢ For this purpofe the Son of
God was manitefted, that ke might defircy the works of
the devil” 1 Cor. xv, 25. * For he mutt reign, till he
hath put all his enemies under his feet.” It is faid, thefe
fcriptures  are inconfiltent with the continuance of

. i < e T o & e

fin and mifery forever ; for thefe are among the enes
mies, which fhall be put under the feet of Chrift ;
and are the works of the devil, waich he c'me to de-

firoy. ‘Thar Satan’s head can’t be bruifed effe@ually,

and his works deftroyed, if any of the human race are

lefe ia his hands, and finally deftroyed in endlefs fin

and wmatlery. :
That thefe declararions do not affurd the leaft ground
for fuch a confequence, will be very evident, by attend.
18g to the following obfervations.
1. The natural and comm n meaning of a perfon’s
having his enem’es put under Bis feer, is his complete-
ly defearing and overcoming, and triumphing over
them. This was reprefented by the captains of the
men of war in Jothua's army putting their feet on the
necks of the kings of Canaan. Jofh. x. 24.  This does
not imply that the enemies are 1econciled to the cone-
queror, and do cordially fubmit, and become his friends,
and applaud, and rejoice in his conquéfts 3 but fup-
pofes cthe contrary, viz. That they continue his ene-
tnies, though completely overcome ; and they are held
under his feet, to anfwer his ends, and grace his con-
queft and trivmph, |

2,
:
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2. Thedevil will be moft effcCtually fubdued; his
works will be deftroyed, and his head bruifed, in the
highett fenfe and degree, when he fhall be perfcétly de-
feated and difsppointed in all his ends and defigns 3 and
every thing he has attempted and done againft Chrift
and his intereft, thall be turned againft himfelf, to an.
fwer thofe ends witch he conftantly fought todereat by
all his attempts; and Chrift fhall be more honored,
and his kingaom more happy aad gloricus forever, than
1t could have been, if Satan had vever oppofed him,
or feduced and deftroyed any of mai kind. This does
not imply that the devi} fhall ever become a fiiend o
Chnift or ceafe to exilt, or that 2!l the human race fhall
be [aved; but the contrary may be neceflary, in order to
eTc& this to the highelt degree; viz. that the devil
and his angeis, with all his impenitent followers in this
world be doomed to everiafting punifhmen, as Chiift
himfelf fays they fhall. And that this is ncceeffary in
order to deftroy the kingdom and works of th: dewvil
moft effetually, and to anfwer the moft important ends
to Chrift and his eteraal kirgdom, will, it 1s hoped, be
made to appear in the fequel.  Inthis view, thefe paf-
dages of feripture ate fo far from being inconfifltent with
endlefs punifhment, that this is neccffunily fuppofed and
implied in wha- they affert. ;

Another paflage of fcripture, which refers to the -
Jame event, is found in Phil. 1. 10, 11, ¢ That at the
rame of Je[ug every knee fhould bow, of things 1n hea.
ven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
and that every tosgue fhould confefs, that Jefus Chrift
¥: 1 ord, to the glory of God the Father.” This text.
has been produced as inconfiftent with endlefs punifh.
mert, and as a full proof, that all men ard devils will
be finally faved. The whole weight of their argument,
jiem this pafloge, lies in the meaning they affix to bows

g
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ing the knec at the name of Christ, and confefing that
Fefus Chrift is Lord. They fay, this means a voluntary
homage paid to him, as his friends and obedient fer-
vants. But whatevidence is there of this # The words
are as capable of another meaning, as of this, and per-
fe€tly agreeable to the defign of the apoftle heie; which
, 1 to fhew how Chrift is exalted and honored, and s
to reign until all creatures and things 10 the univerfe
(hall be made fubje to him, and his enemies put under
his teet. His friends will bow the knee to him, and
cheerfully give him ihe glory due to his name, and-joy-
fully fubmit to him, and own him as their Lord, and
the Loid of all. tlis enem’es alfo wiil be obliged tc
* {ubmit to him, and owa his power aad dominicn, and
that they are juftly condemned and punifhed by him:
And while in punifhing them, he will tread the wine-
prefs of the fiercenefs of the wrath of Almighty God, it
will be to the glory of God the Father. In this fenfe,
this fame apoftie quotes and ufes thefe words, in his
epiftle to the Romans, Chap. xiv. 10, &c. ¢ For
we fhall all fand before the judgment feat of Coriff. For
it is written, As I live, {aun the Lord, every knee fhall
bow to me, axd every tongue fhall confefs to Gadl.
So then, every one of us /fball give account of bimfelf vo
God.” Here theapoftic ufes the words only to fignity,
thac all fhall give an account to Chrift as cheir judge,
and confequently receive a fentence according as their
works have been, whether good or evil ; which he will
caufe to be properly exccuted. And may we aot, rather
muf} we not, urdertand them in much che fame {enfe,
when he ufes the fame words in another epiftle ?

The apoftle Peter, fpeaking of Chrift, fays, Acts ui.
21. * Whom the heavens muft receive, until the times
of the reRitusion of all 1hings, which God hath fpoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, fince the world

. began.”.



Sed. 1L ( 96 )

began.” Some have thought thefe words fignify, that
all creatures fhall be reftored to holinefs and happinefs
by Chrift. That they import no fuch thing, will be
evidenr, if the following things be obferved.

1~ The reflitution of all things feems to mean nothing
elfe here, but the gccomplifbment of all chings which God
hath fpoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets.
This lenie is given to the original word, in fome tranfs
Jations ; and 1s narural and ealy, and agreeable to the
following wnrds, which have been cited.

2. Al things will not be reftored to their former
ftate at Chrift’s fecond coming, and therefcre this cane
not be the meaning. This earth and the vifible heavers,
are referved unto fire, agaioft the day of judgment, acd
perdition of ungodly men ; when the heavens fball pafs
eway with a great noile, and the elements thall me/t with
Jervent beat ; the earth alfo and the works that are theree
in /ball be Lurnt up.

3, The time of the reftitution of all things, of which
the apoftie fpeaks, is the time of Chritt’s coming to
judgment, which is elfewhere called his coming the
fecend time: For the heavens moauft receive him, till
this time of reftiturion, which they will aot do, any
lorger than to the day of judgment; for then he will
“ So come in 1 ke manner as his difciples faw him go
into heaven.” Theretore, they who allow there will be
any punifhirent of men and devils after the day of judgs
ment, as all muft who will pay any regard to the bible,
cannot raake th's text mean :he reftoring all creatures
to holinels or happinefs, confitent with their cwn notion
of the final reftitution.

4. If the refticution of all things does not mean only
the fulfi'ment of all the great things which the prophets
bave foretold, which has been cbferved as the moff
matural fenfe, and will certainly take rlace at the day of

D " judgement :
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judgment : And if fomething mire, or dificrent, be figs
nified by this expreffion, it muft mean the reflitutiva
of all thiags trom the ftate of diforder and confufios,
into which they are fallen by finy into a ftate of order,
at the day of judgment; when all thall be called to an
account, and rebellion (hall be filenced and come 10 a
proper iffue, and every one be rewarded according to
his works ; and all obitinate finners, both mea and de-
vils, receive theif proper doom and punithment; while
the righteous are feparated from them, to inherit the
kingdom prepared for them: And Chnit and his king-
dom receive all the advantage of the rebellion that has
taken place, and of the endlefs punithment of the
wicked : So that there (hall be un(peakably more glory
and hagpnefs in the kisgdom of God, in confequence
of fin, and the endicfs punithment of the wicked, tham
could have been without it. When things fhall be
brouzht <o this ftate and iffue, which certainly they will
be at the day of judgment, the refitution of all ibings
will take place to the higheft degree. Every thing will
be fet pertetly right; the wicked will receive their
proper punithment ; all the reproach caft on God’s law,
government and charatter will be wiped off, and he thall
have his full revenue of glory, by all the fin and pu.
nithment of the wicked, Chrifs thall receive the full
reward of his work, and his kingdom have all the ade
vantage of the whole, Who can imagine a more pere
fect and glorious reftitution of all things, than this? ®

. Another

. * Chrift fays, Matth. xvii, tr, ¢ Elias truly fhali tirfk
come, and reflore all things,” The {ame word is uled here,
as in A&, iii. 21. Thereit isa fubltantive, and here averb 3
and muft fignity to regulatc, and reduce things to order, This
the Baptift did, by preaching repentance and reformation,
and declaring, that ail who refufed to comply, fhouid be
punithed in unguenchabie fire. Chrft will reftore ail things,
by fecing this mof compleicly executeds
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Another text, which is roduced in favor of univerfal
{alvation, and 't> oppole the doétrine of eadlefs punifh.
ment, is Rom. v. 18. ¢ Theretore, as by the offnce of

- one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation :

Even fo, by the righteouintfs of one, the tree gift came
upon all men, uato juftification of hife.”

Anfwer, The apottle had particularly ftated the way,
by which men become incerelted in the righteoufnels
and falvation exhibited and offered freely to all in' the
gofpel; and praved that this is by faith, or believing
in Chrift, or receiving him, and the abound ng grace, and
gifc of righteoufnels by him. And had abu:.dantly is-
filted, that there is no o her poffible way for men to have
any fharein this righteoulacls and ju rificaiion by Chrift,
but by faith, He had meotivned this abowe twemty
simes, in this epiftle, before he comes to thefe woras
now under contideration, keeping it conftantly in view,
1t will fuffice to cite ooty three or four inftances now,
out of more than tweniy. Chap. i, 16, “ For I am
not athamed of the goipel of Ch 1t , for itis the power
of God unto falvation. soevery one that believesh.” Ch.
1ii. 22. ** Even the righ'couiaels of God, which is by
faith of Jefus Chrilt, wmnto all, and upon all them that be-
lieve And this chapter Legins with the foliewing
words, * Therefore, being justified by faith, we have
peace with God, through vui Loord Jefus Chrit.” And
in the fentence immedtately preceding the words we are
upon, the ame thing is brought into view, though the
word failb, or belieimg is not ufed. v. 1%. ¢ For if
by one man’s offence, death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace, and of the

_gift of righteoufnefs, fhall reign in lite by one, Jelus

Chrit.” Here the word recesve is altive, and exprefles

that particular exercile or a&, by which men embrace

the golpel, or reccive Chrift ; and is the fare shing
A ' with
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with faith®or believing on Chrilt.  Joh.i. 12, * But
as many as received him, to them gave he powsr to be-
come the fons of God ; even to them that believe on
bis mame.” He here limits theabundant grace, and g:ftof |
righteoufnefs, by which ment€ign in life, to tholc who

receive ity or believe on Chrift.  For it is in and upon = .

a.v them that believe. There was, therefore, no need of
repeating this limitation, in the words under confiderad
tion, and faying, ‘¢ Even fo, by the rightcoufnéfs of
one, the free gift came [or comes] upon all men [wke
believe] uato jultification of life.”” For this is naturally
and even nece/faril. underftood. And it would be.doi g |
viclence to the words to leave out this idea, and make
the apoftle (ay, in direct contradi&ion to what he had fo
often afferted before, and laboured to prove ; that jufs
tificat’on and falvation comes alike upon all men, bed
lievers, and unbelievers, or whether they believe or not;
A:d this not only makes him contradit himlclf, bug
the exprefs words of Chrift, and John the Baptift, ¢« He
that believeth not is condemned already. He that be- |
lieveth nat.fhall be damned. e that believeth not the
Son,. fball nat fee life ; but the wrath of God abideth cn
mm.i’ ? :

“.The free gift does indeed come to all men, in
the offer of the gofpel; and it is” wholly owing to the
wickednels of men, difpofiag them to flight and reject |
this {alvation, thus brough: and coming to them, thag
all men, even cvery one of the human race, are not ace
tually {aved: Bur @ill it remains true, that they only
who believe, and thankfully reccive this offered gracs
and gift of righteoufne’s, hill be atually juttifiad, and

~ reign in life by Jefus Chrit: For he that believeth not,

atrec alh, thall be damned. |
4t rhas. been alfo imagined, that the filvation of
all meny is aMerted in che viiic Chap. of this Epittle
P Ve 1G4
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v. 19,23 ¢ For the earneft cxpe&ﬁon of the

creature waiteth for the manifeltation of the fons of

. God. For the creature was made fubj:& to vanity, not
~ willingly, but by reafon of him who hath fubjected the
farn: tn hope. Becaufe the creature itfelf alfo fhall be
deirver+d rrom the bondage of corruption, into the glo-
rinus liberty of the children of Ged. For we know
that she whole creation groaneth and travaileth ir pain
together until now : And not enly they, but we oure
£.lves alfo, which have the firft fruits of the fpirit, even
- we ourfelves, groan within curlelves waiting for the adops
tioa, the 1edemprion of our body.”

1n crder to make this piflage of fcripture have the
Jeaft appearance of of_rting uwniverfal falvation ; the
cveature and the whole ereation™ mult mean rational
greatures onl:; of which there isnot the l2alt evidence:
But that \h.s is not the ineaning, is very mauifefd,
This word, which 15 ufed tour times in thefe verlcs, 18
found in fifceen other places ; and dots not appear to
mezn iational crearures only, exceptin two places.| It
is ufed twce in the firll Chap. of thisepiftle, v. 20, 23,
where 1t means the vifible creation; and creatures in
general, as it allo does in the 39th v. of this chap. And
that by the creation, in this paflage, is meant, not man,
but the vifible, material creation, and the various infes
rior creawuies, fubjscicd to man, and abufed by him,
is evident: 1. Becaufe the creatureis faid to be made
fubjeét to Yanity, mot williagly 5 which cannot be true
of thofe who are voluntary fervants of fin; which all
men are, vxcept thole who ¢ the fons of God. 2
The creature oo creation is bhere diftinguithed from tbe

fons

* Itisthe {ame word inthe . -Iginal; and the paflage won!d
e more intelligible, perhaps, t~ the Englifh reader, had it
been tranfiated ghe ¢r-ction, in cach slaute of the text.

A Mak xvi, 150 Col 10 232,
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fons of God, v. 1g, 23. So that neither the wicker?,

nor the children of God, are here intended by the
greation,

\

The apofile is in this paffuge repref-niing the cers
tainty and greatnefs of the glory which fhall take
place in behalf of the church of Chrift, which he had
meationed in the preced:ng verfe, as the conf quence of
their prefent fufferings,  Thic he does, by 52 tringing
jnto vicw the church’s deliveiance from the pawer of
evil and wicked men, in the latier doyy when “ The
kingdom ard dominion, and the greatnefs of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, fhall be given to the
peopie of the faints cf the molt high 4 and they fhali
~eigin with Chrift ca ear:h,”  In order to exhibitt'e
cereainty and greatnefs of this cveat; he, by a fizure
often uled inferipture, reprefents the woole eveation ag
unwillingly fubjeded to bondage in the fervice of wick.
ednefs ; and groaning under this calamity, and earncfis
ly definng and expecting deliverance 3 which w.ll take
place in this happy ftate of the church, when the crea-
tion fhall be delivered out of the hands of the wicked,
and confecrated and improved by faints, to the glory of
God, 2nd happinefs of his children. Thus he makes
the vifible creation, now fubjeéted to vanity, and in bon-

dage to fatan and wicked men, to grean, and {peak a

language,; which is a fure and ftanding evideance and
pledge of the future glory of the chuich in this world,
And then in the 23d ver. he pafies from this deliver-

—— . o s+

~ance and glory of the chiidien of God, to the yet .

higher and complete glory of the church, at the. geoeral
refurre®ion, when the children of God thall thine forth
& the {un 15 the kingdum of their Father : For which

‘canplete redemption, #mos sthe whole ¢reciicin, but be

L I
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ligvers, wait and long, in this ftate of fuffering aud fin,
with eager expeltation. * ‘

In this view, the connexion of thefe verfes with the
preceeding is plain and natural , and the gradation ob-
ferved, clear and beautiful.~~Here is not a word in fa-
vor of univerfal talvation; but the whole is perfeétly
confiftent with what this apoftle affirts in this chapter,
and the next, and ellewhere, viz. That they who live
after the flclh fBa/l die; and (hat God, willing to fhew
his wrath, and make his power known, endureth with
much long fuflering thefe veflels of wrath, firted 10 de-
Bru&ion, Who fhull be punithed with everlafimg de-
Serution, &e,

Eph. i, 1c. ¢ That in the difpenfation of the fulnefs
cf times, he might gather togecher in one all things
an Chrift, both which are in heaven, and which are on
carth, even in him.” Col. i, zo. * And having made
peace through the blood of his crofs, by him to re-
concile all thipgs unzo himfel, by himy, 1 fay, whe-
kher they be things in earth, or things in heaven,”—
“Fliefe words hiave Leen produced by fome, as containe
1 .g the du€trine of univerfal falvation; as all 1bings, which
are 1n heaven and on earth, are here faid to be gathered
vog-ther in one, and to Le reconciled uno God by

Chritt, which, they fay, certaivly muft comprehend
&ll men,

Anfwer,

* When it is faid, ver, 21, ¢ The creation itfelf fhall be
delivered from the bordage of corruption, futo the glorious
llbetr‘ty of the clildren of God;” the meaning is, that the
Vilible creation, which is iow abufed to apfwer the purpofes
©F the encmies of God, fhall be delivered from this bondage,
30 itlelt 5o undefirable, in the deliverance, and glorious libere
Yy and rivmph of the church, in the later days, and tor the
Yake ot the childreo of God.  The word here tranftated into,

31 many times in this epiftic, and in other places, wanflaied
iy Jory toy alid wite,
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Angwer 1. By gathering together, 1n one, all things in
Chrift 3 or, as it might be rendered, gathering all
things cogether uader one head, is doubtlels meant, {et-
ting Chrift at the head of all things in heaven and earth,
i. &. on the throne of the vniverfe, having the govern-
ment and dire&ion of all things put into his hands :
Or, as he himfelf expreflech it, Matth. xxviu. 18. ¢ All
power is given unto me, in heaven and in earth.” Ch,
xi. 27. * All things are delivered unto me of my Fa-
ther.” The whole created univerfe, which is exprefied
by heaven and earth 1nd the things thercin, fell into 2
diffolved and broker itate, in afenie, by the introduétion
of fin. Chriit is appceinted to bear up the pillars of 1it, to
prevent any evil coming by fin, ou the whole; and to
biing the yreaweft geod ouc of i, by the redemption of
¢he chuycii, and its attendants and confequences: And
that he may ededt this, all th..gs are pui nto his hands,
and h2 is made the head of al. This 1s expreffed by
the apoitle in the famz2 chap. v. 22. ind fferent words,
~which ferve to explain thefe under confideration, ¢ And
hath put all things uader his feer, and gave him ¢0 be
bead over all 1bings to the churchs”  To gather togecher
all things under one head, and to conftitute Canift head
over all things, is the fame thing, But this does not
imply the falvation of a// things, or of all mea, nor has
any relation to it. - '

2. The other paflage in the epiftieto the Coloffians,
doubtlefs means much the fame thing with this, and
they are to be confidersd as parallel texts, Whoever
reads thefe two epifi’s, with attention, written by St.
Paul, and moft priibly about the fame time, and
Compares  them together, will find that much' the {ame
matter is contained in them, and often exprefled in the
fams words with bue little variation. T'he only differ-
.£nce ip the words of thefe two parallel places 15, thac

' in
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in the former, all things in beaven avd car'h, are faid to
be zatbered together in or¢, 1n Ciniite Io the lateer the
{ame things are fad co be reconcilea by him. When all
¢hings in the created univerfe, which had in a meafure
fallen into confufion, and jarring ¢onrraditions and
dilierd, by rebellion, were put under Chrift, to be -
ferinee into one harmomous fyltem, bringing gnod out
of allthe evil, aad cauling every thicg ro confprre to
sring the greate:t honoe 00 God, and '{fue in the highe
“eft good of the whole; ail’things ‘a keaven and earth
were, in the aofl imourtant and GLigheft fenfe, recon-
cied to God, in h'm; and is i3 the fame with ga.
therng @l toings togzther inone, by or in Chritt. Thus
thefe pailages appear to harmoosize, and rxprefs one
and the fame thing. How can all thinys, whether
they bethings in earth, or things in heaven, by which
mote are comprehended thin angels and men, aad all
rational creatures, be reconci(:d, in any other fenfe?
Thefe words, therefore, make nothing againft endlefs
punithment ; but are in favor of it, and neceffaril

1mply, it if this be moft for the honor of Ged, and the
general good 5 and neceffary, that afl tbings may be put
in due order, and the moft perfect harmony ; which will
be confidered in a following feétion.

Some have thought the words of St. Paul, 1 Cor, xv,
22. affert the {ulvation of all men, * For as in Adam all
dic, even'{oin Chrift (hall all be made alive.” But this
muft certainiy be owing to want of proper att ntion o
this chapeer in general, and tc the words which imme.
diately precede and follow thefe.  The apoftle 1s here
fpeaking of che refurte&ion of the body ; of the refure
retion of Chrift, and of thofe who belong to him
And cot aword 1s here {aid of the refurrection of any
othe: perion, butthofe whom Chrift repeatedly promifes
toraife up ay the lalk day, viz. thofe whoin this life

‘ S5 WL GARYy Y1k WE belicyc
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believe: on him, Joh, vi, 40. ¢ Ara tnis is the will of

him that fent me, that every one “ch.feeth the fom,
and believeth on him, may have everlafting life ; and
I will raife him up at the laft day.” It is certain from
{cripture, that there fhallbe a refurrection of the wick-
ed ; but this is not brought into view by the apaftle
in thig chapter ; but he attends wholly to the relurrec-
tion of Chritt and his people ; that s, the refur
re¢tion of the body. The words wich which thefe are
conne®ed, make this fufficiently evident. ¢ For fince
by man cam= dca h, by man came alfo the re‘arrection
of the dead  For as in Adam all die,even foir Chnt
fhall all be mide aiive. Butevery man in his own or-
dery Chrift che firft fruis, afrerwards they thatareChrift’s
at his coming.” By deatd and dying is mefpe the death
of the body, and by rciurre¢ticn, and being made
alive, is meant the relurretion of the body, aad that
on'y of the {aints, - |

The wo:d all is ther:fore necefluily reltrainedMere
to all that belong to Chrift,  Whenit is faid, In Adam
sl die 5 it means all (hat arz in Adam, all his pofteri-
ty; and when 1t is faid, In Chrift 3/ fhall be made
alive, it means all thac are in Chnift; (o that the later
o)/ iy not of equal exrent with the former, The apoftie
expreffeth himfelf here, jult as he does when (peaking
of Adam and Chri%t, in that paflage which has been
confidered. Rom. v. 18. *¢ Thercfore as by the offence

of one, judgment came upon ¢/ meis to condemnation 3

even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came
upon 4/} men unto juftification of life.” It has been
fhewn, thar by the context the words all mes in the laft
claufe are -neceffarily reftrained to ali thofe who belong
to Chrifk, or b lieve in him ; and'in jult the fame man-
mer the word -a//, in this place, is by the context, and
the matter treated of, neciffunily reltrained to all that

&:C



Sedt. 11l ( 106 )

are Chrifl’s, or believers in him. And they who wil
not attend to the coatext, and take thefe words in their
only natural, p'ain meaning, but run aw.r with the
meer found of a word or two, without corfidering their
connexion, only to fupport a favorite cpinion o theirs,
will nor underftand the fcriptures, but remain in darknefs,

Our Savicur fays, Joh. xit 32. < And I, it Ibe
lifted vp from the earth, wiil draw a/l men unto me.”
It hrs hence been inferred with great affurance, by fume,
that every one of the human race will be faved by Chritt.

This i the ouly word which Chrift f{pake when he
was on earth, in favor of univerfal falvation, if this be
fo : And this had need be very plain, and ftrongly a(s
ferted here, ard fo that the words cannot poflibly be
underftood gn any other fenfe; to counterbalance all
that has been quoted from him, in which the contrary
is aflerted over and over again, in the moft plain and -
unequivocal terms, Onedefign of Chrift’s coming in.
to world was to reveal the true charater of (God g
to proclaim the love of God and his defigns of mercy
to men, and what would be tke iffue of all this to mane
kind. Ard if his grand defign was to {ave every iman,
and this were necelfary for the full and molt glorious
difplay of the divine charaler, it might have beea ex-
pected that he would dwell much upen this glorious
theme, tbe falvation of ally and fe¢ 1t in a light moft
clear and inconteftible, But the fact is fo far ‘rom this,
that he dwelt abundantly cnthe futureand everlatting
punifhment of the wicked; and fet ic in the moft alarme
ing, dreadful light 3 rep:eteniing it by being caft into
a furnace of fire , nv0 @ firs ibat n.ver ha'l Le ~uerched §
where their worm dicsh ncty and th: fire is »ck quenched
and dwells long upon i, repeating t again and again,
And he leads us to -he day of judgment, and repretents
hir’elt as dooming, the wicked, e¢ven all whe were. not

f}’if‘.’n(l!}’
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friendly to him in this world, to everlafing jfire ; and
cuncludes by faying, Tbe/e [eall go away imto everlafting
punifbment. And he has not lef¢ the leaft hint to cau-
tion us again(t underltanding him as afferting the end-
Jefs punithment of che wicked 3 nor has he (peken one
{entence, that any one pretends has the leaft appear-
ance of a contrary meaning, uanlefs it be this, If when
this is carefully examined, it fhould appear to affert,
that every man that ever did, or (hall exift, fhall be
faved, and caanot be fairly underftood in any other
fenfe; we fhail be thrown into an tnextricable plunge,’
by finding a moft aftonithing inconfiftence | |

But there will appear no danger of falling into (uch
a difficulty 3 and an ealy and natural fenfe will be found
in thele words, cenfiltent with the endlefs punifhment
of the wicked, by attending to the following obfers
vations, - - |

1. Thefe words of Chrilt evidently refpet the con<
fequence of his crucifixion, in this world, and while
men are in this life; and it is a forced fenfe indeed, to
fuppofe they refpe® every perlon that had ever lived,
and was then in the unfeen world ; or that he means to
fay, that though men live in unbelief through life, he
will draw them to himfelf, and chey fhall be converted
after they die.  The words of Chrift relpelting the
fame ching, ferve fully to explain thefe, Joh. iii. 14, |
15. ¢ As Mofes lified up the ferpent in the wildernefs ; !
even fo muft the Son of man be lifted up ; that whofeever
belicveth §n bim, thould not perifh, but have eternal
life.””  Here Chrift tells how m:n (hould be drawn to
him, viz. by believing on him, and all that do not be-
lieve on him, are reprefented as certainly perifing.

2. The words a/l, and s/l men, are uled, when every
individual is not inteaded, but mamy or all in general,
or a great mulrtude, There are the following inftances

Q of
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of this; and many more that might be mentioned,
Macth. fii. 5, 6. *“ A/} Judea, and a// che region round
about Jordan went out to John, and were baptized of
him in Jordan.” Mark xi. 32. ¢ A/ men counted
John, that he was a prophet indeed.” It is faid
all men came to Chrift, Joh, iii. 26, Mark . 37
“The difciples fay to Chrift, ¢ 4/ men feck after thee.”
They do not mean every mar: without exception ; for
that was not true. |
Fhe words a/l men are fometimes ufed for the gentile
nations in general, in oppofition to the Jews only ; and
to fignify, that the gofpel and falvation were not con-
fined to the latter ; but equally extended to the former ;
though ¢very man be a0t included. Our Saviour fpeaks
the words under cenfideration, at an interview which
he lrad with a number of Greeks, profelytes to the wor-
fhip of the true God, from among the Gentiles, who
had came up to Jerufalem to worfhip at the feaft ; and,
upon their deflire, were intgoduced to him, by his dif-
ciples. Thefe words are fpoken with reference to them;
and are fuited to convey this idea to them, viz. That
after his death, of which he fpeaks in the preceding
~ verfes, fslvation by him fhould be extended to the gen-
tile nations, as well as to the Jews; and they thouki
be drawn unto him: Ard nes that'he would aGtually
“fave every one of the human race; for fuch a thought
could not be fuggefted to them by thefe words. Nor
-have we ncw any warrant to put fuch a foreed meaning
on them, when another, confiftent with all that Chritt
has faid of everlafting punifbment, is {u natural and eafy.
3. Salvation by Chrift is not only extended to all
nations, but the influence of the gofpe! will continue and
fpread, till all men in general, if not every irdividual
perfon tien living, fhall be drawn to Chrift, and be-
come his friends and fervans. This event is fo much

ard
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snd fo often predi@ed in the fcriptures, that none who
attend to chem properly can be ignorant of it, Chrify
- geprefents this, by a woman putiing leaven into three
weafures of meal, which continues there, till sbe whoie
is leavened ; and by many other fmilitudes, all im-
poriinz, that the gofpel of the kingdom fhall be preached
and fyresd in the world, till, by the divine influence at-
tending it, all nations, the whole world, or all men,
(hall be brogght inte fubjection to him; and the king-
Jdoms of this world fh.ll become the kimgdom of Chriit.
“ T'he LLord will make bare his holy arm in the eyes of
oli naiisas, and all the ends of the earth fhall fz¢ the
falvation of God.” [ai. li. 1o. * And they fhall a¥
; *now the Lord, from the lealt of them, unto the great-
eft of them ™ Jer, xxx'. 34. In the 22d Pal, where the
death of Chrift is predicted, the coniequence of this is
expreilcd in the following words 3 4/l the exds of the
wi-ld fhali remember, and turn unto the Lord; and
al! tbe Lindreds of the nation: thall worlhip before thee,”
Theiz words, and thofe of our Savicur, under confides
ratton, expref. ne fame event, and illuftrate each other.
Who thzn can think they smpiy the a&aal falvation of
zll the human cace?
freothes pafiage of {cripture, which has beea pre-
ducida, as iwvouring the do&rine of univerfal falvation,

18 1 ret. i, 18, 19, 20. Speaking of Chrif, he fays,
“ Beirg put to death in the fcth, but quicke f,
{pirit : By which aifo he went and preached unto l

fpirits in prifon ; which fometime were difobediznt,
when once the longfuffering of God waited in the days
of Neah, while the ark was preparing.”

A few obfervations on thele words, will be fuffcient

to fhew, that there is nothing in them faveurable to the
falvation of all men ; but dire&ly the contrary.

3. Grutgg, that Chrift did go and preach to the
fpilits,

8
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{pirits, when they were in prifon, either before or after
his refurre@ion, though it is not afferted in thefe words ;
for this was done by the fpirit, and they might be
preached to before they were [pirits in prifon: Yer,
granting as above, we are not told, what be preacked,
He might preach no glad tidings, and nothing but ter-
ror ang eternal damnation to them, confiltent wich all
- that is faid here.
2. If it be granted, that he preached the gofpel to
~ them, we are not told what was the efft &3 or that fo
- much as one of them repented and believed, and was
delivered out of prifon. They may all be in prifon
yet, notwithftanding any thing thac is faid bhere; and
- confequently, be more miferable forever, than if they
- bad not heard this preaching,
3. Granting, not only that Chnift did preach to them
~ when sn prifon 5 and that he preached the gofpel to them,
and offcred to d-liver and fave all of them ; but that they
~ all accepted the offer, and are gone to heaven ; all
which is only matier of mere conjelture, as neither of
thefe 1s afferted, or implied in this paffuge :  But grant-
ang them all, it does not follow from hence, that all the
reft of mankind, who die in their fins, or that fo much
as one, except thole who livedin the days ot Noah, will
be faved. Butthe contrary may bevery ftrongly inferred
For if all that had died in their fins, from the beginning
of the world to the deathof Chrift, were to be faved, why
are thofe who perithed by the flood fingled out from all
the reft, ond the preaching ot Chrift confined to them ?
This Icoka as if they were to bediftinguithed from allo-
thers, who areleft in prifon, without hope of deliverance,
This text therefore appears to bea poor, fandy foun.
dation for a man to build his hopes of falvation upon,
or of the falvation of cthers : Yea, he muft be infatvated
0 2 great degree, who has the leait dependence on this

tor
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for his deliverance from hell, and obtaining eternal fal-
vation. .

4. When the mo(t eafy, plain meaning of thefe words
is fixed, 1t will very elearly a pear, that they have noies
ference to the fulvation o' any one that ever did, or fhall
die in b's fins ; but imply the contrary to this.

It is not here faid that chefe fpirits were in prifon, when
Chrift went, and, by the fpirit, preached unto them.
They were {pirits in prifon when this epiltle was wric-
ten; bur were once imbod.ed {pirits, the fpirits of thofelo g
fince difnbedien: men, who lived in che days of Noah
to whom he, infp'red by Chrift to foretell the floed,
ard warn and exhort them vy prepare for it, wasa
preacher of righteoufn:fs for one hundred and twenty
yeas. Through which fpace the fpiric of Chrift did
ftr ve with them, and the longiuffering of God waited
upon them. Alithis is exactly agreeab'eto tie hiftory
of the flood, and its attendants. Noah was infpired to
warn that genaration inwords, by roretellingthe flood
and by a&ions, in building the ark ; and the (pirit of
God did ftrive with them during this time : But they
were difobedient to all his warning and preaching ;
and confequently perifhed in their fins : And their {pirits
areconfined in the prifon of hell, where Chrift fixeth the
rich man when he died ; and are kept in cuftody, as
the fallen angels are, unto the judgment of the groat
day. -
Aynd that thisis the true fenfe of this pafige,is confirmed
by the apoftle’s evident defign. It is introduced to en-
courageand animate chriftians to faichfulnefs, patience,
conflancy, and cheerful refoiation, in following Chrift,
under all oppofition and fuff ring from wicked men.
He mentions the {ufferings of Chrift, and his triumphant
refurre€tion and deliverance ; and ther introduces chis
inftance of INoah, and thofe with whom he lived

" before
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before the { od, who oppofed him, and the fpi-': of
Chit, preawugto them by him, God waited on
them with long fuffering ; and Noah wea through his
fufferirg and work wich padence and relulution 3 till
at leng'h, the time of vengeance came ; when Nozh and
his family were faved ; but the difobedient were de-
ftroyed ; not by ceafling to exift ; for though their bo-
dies perifhed, their fouls were fhur vp in the prifos of

- hell, wheie they now were, and had been aucve twe
thoufand years ; notas prifoners of hope, but of juf-
. tice, teferved unto judgmeat, and final, eternal condems
“nation.  This repiefentasion is fuited t» fupport and
escourage Cor fhaus, while (hey were ridiculed and-op.
p :led, and fufitring by wicked .nep, n the midtt of a

- crooked and perverde nation ; and to excite them, with
paticnce and meekrcfs, to wait the expected end, St

- Peter makes ule of this inftance to the hke purpofe, ia
' his fzcond  epiftle, in the following w.rds * For if
- God fpared not the old worla, but faved Noask, the
~eighth perfon, a preacher ot righteoufnels, bring:ag in
_the flaod upon the world of the ungodly ; the Lord
' knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations,
~and ¢o referve the unjuft unto the day of judgment, to
ke punifthed.,” And by the way, if the ungodly men,
ho perifhed by the flood, were delivered and carried

io heaven by Chritt, fo long before the day of judg-
meat, they cosld not be a ﬁzt inftance of God's referv-
ing wicked men unto the day of judgment to be pu-
nithed, and it was not to the apoftle’s purpofe : But if
they were then in the prifon of hell, referved in cons
finement, unto judgment, to be-punifhed with a feve.
\“nty b:ccmirg cheir guilf and wickednefs 5 this example
f ;: mcnc;ioncd agreeable to truth, and s luited ta aniwer

is end.

Qo the whole, therefore, there is Rot the leaft evia
cdence
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dence from thefe words of 3t. Peter, <hat ady one man
that has died, or fhali die in hig fios, ever was, or ever
will be delivered from a ftate of prnithmene, to all e-
ternity : But the whole that he fays has a diffcrent and
contrary complexion, viz. That men who are difobe-
diene to Chrift, while they live in this world, are calt
tnto the prifon of hell when they die ; and are kept there
in cuftody, unto the day of iudgmeot; when they fhall
receive of Chritt, the judge,accordingto wha they have
done ¢ the body, and oe doomed to a more {evere and
everlafting puarmment,

Rev. v. 12. “ And every creature which s in hea<
ven, and on earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are
in the {ea, and all that are in them, heard !, faying, Blel-
fing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him
that {rcteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for-
ever and eser.,” Thefe words have been produced by
fome, asa proof that a// men and devils will be happy,
and praife God, and Chnft forever and ¢vir. Haw
far they are from proving any fuch thing, will appear,
if it be confidered :

1. John faw this take place, and heard this untver-
fal fong of praife, when Chrit took the guverament of
the world into his hands ; beirg mide head over all
things te the church; reprefented by his taking the
book out of the right hand of him who fat upon the
throne, in order to open the fealsof it. ahd accomplifis
the divine decrees contained in it, in the admin:&ration
of providence, to the end of the world. This therefore
can have no reference to the winding up and iffue of
things, at theday of judgment, or in any after perind 5
and confequently can have no refpe@ to tae final falva-~
tion of all, or of any, And long after this fcene, when
all the feals of the bock were opened, Jukn faw all the
devils, and all the men who dicd o their fins, caft into

3
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a lake of fire; where » y were to be tormented forever
and ¢ver : And he certainly had no vifion before, or
sfter, which is contrary to this, or looks beyond it.

2. If thefe words are any proof of the falvation of
all men, they are an equal proof, that every creature on
~ earth, and under the earth, and in the fea, and all that
are in thems, both beaits, ferpents, worms, and filhes,
~ will aétively fing praife to God ; beeoming reafonable
. cr.atures, and having the facuity of ipeech, and will
be happy in this employ forever. But there are very
~ lew, if 2any, who wili believe all this to be afferted here.
. Therefcre a more natural; confifteat meaning offers it-

felf, and mult be the only true one.

- 3. This is only a f urative reprefentation, to exprefs
the univerf(al {ubje€tion of al/ 1hings to the power and
- government of Chrift; to be improved to anfwer his
. ends, and to proinote his bleflednefs, henor and glory ;
- and the happinefs of this {efirable, joyful event, and
~ his worthinefs to receive all this. This is parallel t0
- the frequent repretentations inthe prophets and in the
- plalms, where mountains, hills and trees, beafts and
- cattle, fire and hail, ftort.y wind, dragons, and a// the
 works of creation, are reprefented as prailing God ! How
abfurd would it be to inter from this, that all things
were rational, and capable of praifing God in an attive
way, or ever will be? All the creation praifes God, as
the divine glory and charaler are exhibited by every
creature 3 but in this all creatures and things are paffive,
except thofe which are rational, and rhe friends of God.
They are the pricfts, who actively offer up this praife to
God; for which, all is works of creation and provi-
dence afford the moft ample matter, Ir this f{enfe,
“The wrath of man fhall praife ( »d.” Pfal. lxzvi.
10. Ail the rebellion of creatures he will turn to his
own highelt honor and praife: And if it be neceflary,
1



it 2 N

( 115 ) Sed. 111,

~ in order to thig, that there thould be endlefs punihmens,

which may betrue, aad che evidence, thatitis fo, 15 t0
be exhibited hereafcer ; thea tnis pumthment, and :hofe
that (hall be punifhed forever, fhall render an eternal
tribute of praile to God, which otherwife could not
have Lecn obtained, In this view, the words uader
examination are [0 far from imp'ying, that all creatures,
or zil men, (hall be happy forever, that the contrary
is neceflarily implied, vim. Chat creatares will be pu-
nifhed without end; even as many as thall be necelfvy
for Gid’s highe® honer and praife. The {moks of
their torment fh:ll riic up inthz fight of all happy in-
telligeaces, and bring a tribute of praxfc to God, which
ﬂ*.xli be actively offered up to him, by thofe who are
his happy friends.  &ee Rev. xix. 1, &c.

Pial. cx!v. 9. % he Linrd s gwod unto all, and his
tender mercics areover all his worles.” 1 Joh. iv. 8,
156 “God is love.,” It is faid the charalter thefe
words give of Gad, is inconfitent wich his makiag any

of his creatures mi‘erahle forever,

Aqfwer 1. Thisis notinconliftent with hiy pun’fh<
ing them, and infii¢ting very greatevil and ma(rry upon
them. This we koow ke has dooe in this world. He
dellroyed the infhiabicanes of th: old world with a fl Jod,
He burat up the inhabitants of Stdom and Gomorrah
vith fire and brimftons. He overthrew Pharaoh and
his army in the ved fea.  Fle deftroyed the inhabitants

- of Canaan by fire and {word 5 and he infl:&s all the evilg

thar pations oi individuals have {uffered in this world
of which chcre are infiances inaumerable, and many of
them very dreadful and terrible,  The Plalmift faye, in
the w.rds preceding thofe jutt gunted, ¢ Men fhall
{peak of the might o1 thy terrible alts”  In Plal. Ixvi,

, &c, are the tollowing words, ¢ Siy unta Gaod, how
I:rrxble art thou 1n thy works 1 Come and fee the w rms

R of
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of God; be is terridle in his doing toward the children
of men.” And he is often Riled, The grear and scrrible
God, with whom is terrible majefly. And if all this be
confitent with his goodnefs to all, and with his tender
mercies being over all his works; then any degree and
duration of punithment, which his c:eatures deferve,
may be confiftent with it, notwith(tanding any thing
we know. Can any man prefcribe to God, and point |
out the exatt msgafure of evil, and the length of the
punifhment creatures may fuffer, confifient with his
goodnefs ?

Anf. 2, God may be good to a/l, and his tender
meicics be over all his works ; and yet punifh his crea.

tures with endlefs mifery, Where is there o7e, who
has not experienced the goadnefs of God ? Let him'be
pointed out, if there be one. In this world, of which
the Plalmift evidently fpeaks, and not of the invifible
world, every one who has lived, does now, or ever will
live, receives great and conftant kindnefs from God ;
for every thing becter than perfect mifery, is goodnefs
and tender mercy to {inners, *

Anf. 3. Though God be L OV E, infinite, un:
bounded goodnels ; yet this is not only confiltent with
his punifhing cieatures according to their deferts ; but
his great love and goodnefs may influence him to punith
them without end ; and not to do it, may be incon-
filtent with infinite goodnefs, |

It is not thought inconfiltent with the greateft bene.
volence and ccmpaflion, in an earthly king or judge,
to {entence a criminal to a moft paintul death ; and to
fce it executed, when the fufferer deferves it, and this

18
® Some render the original words thus, ¢ His tender
mercy is abovs all his works.” That is, his work of mercy
in t.hc_ redemption of finners, is his chief and highelt works
So it is tranflated in the Septuagint, and by c:hers, ’
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is neceflary for the public good : Yea, this is not only
confilent with the moft extenlive and unblemithed
goodnefs ; but is itfelt an exercife and aét of love and
goodnefs ; becaule the public and general good is fought
and promoted by it. And it is the nature of true, and
'thc moft exalted love and benevolence, toregard the good
of the public ; 2nd not to give that up, and aét con-

trary to it, in order to favor an unworthy individual.
~ To do this is partiality, which is contrary to upright-
nefs and goodnefs. Yea, to fpare the criminal frcm
jut punithment, in fuch a cafe, would be fo far trom
the di®ates and fruit of luve, that it would be an aét of
mnrighteaulnefs and cruelty ; to injure the public, and
hurt millions, in order to grant an undelerved favor to

‘any individual, Should a king fpare his own f{on frcm -

a juft punithmenr, when the good of the putlic required
that it fhould be infli&ed, and thereby ruin the whole

kingdom ; this would be the height of injuttice and
Cruefty, ¢

’ 1f
* And his caufing his fon to be punifhed, would be (o far
from an a& of cruclty, that it would be an & of mercy ; and

perfectly corfiflent with love and tender compaflicn for his
- fon, Yea, it weuld be an evidence of b5 true benevolence to bis

fon, as it would be ihe (trongeft evidence of his love to the 3§

public : For true love (0 the ecmmunity, neceflarily implics
benevolense to every individual of which the commurity is
compofed. \

_ The following words of Cicero, the famous Roman orator,
in his fourth oration againlt Cataline, who was at the head
ofa confpiracy, formed 1o defiroy the city and the the prin-
¢ipal men in it, are worthy to be introduced here.

“ For let me 2%, Should a mafter of a family, finding his
¢ children butchered, his wife murdered, and his houfe
“burnt by a flave, infli@ upon the offender a punithment
*“ that fell (hort of the highelt rigor; would he be counted

* mild and merciful, or inhuman and ciuel ! It we punifh |

+! them” that is the confpiragers, * with ths utmoft feverity,
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If God be infinitely geod, he muft and will punith
thofe creatures who deferve it, with endicfs punifhment,
when this is neceflary for the higheft good and happi-
nels o his Kingdem y for this 1s the di¢tate of the molt
peric& love ; and not to do if, would be 1ncorfiitent
with goodnels.  If this be fo, in vain is the love and
gooanefs ot God alledped, as incorfiltent with erdiels
purn:thorent,  That the highelt good of Goe’s etiinal
kingdom does not require that {fuch a pupithment fhould
be infliékrd, it is certain, 50 man has any nghe or abi-
Jity to determine ; and the evidence which there is of
the contrary, will be confidered 1n the next {ection,

THEsk are the chief and leading paffages of {cripture,
which have becn theught by the advocates for univerfal
falvarion to be moft clearly inconfiftent with endlefs
punfhment.  And et every one now judge, whether
they are {ufficient to owerbalance thofe which have been
pruduced inthe preceding fectivn, as plaimdy declaring,
10 a variety of ways, thacthe tuture punithmert of the
wcked will be endlefs; {o that he can fic down with
fatis:a&ion and confidencs, and reft his eternal intereit
on this founda.ion, and rejoice in the profpeét of ever-
lafting happinefs, purely becaufe the fcripture fays that
ail fhall be happy torever, whatever be their charaéter,
and however they livein this world. Yea, let all judge,
whether thefe texts have the kal weigbs in oppofition
to eternal punifhment, aad are noc perfectiy confiltent
with thac do&rine.  Surely this may be eafily decided.
Greater light and cvidence cannot be defired ; and
divine revelation has fet this point in fo ciear a light,
that he who runs may read, if he have eyes to fee.

SECTION

¢‘ we fhall be accounted compa/fiinate 5 but if we are remifs in
‘ the exccution of juftice, we may defervedly be charged
“with thie greatelt ousty. in cxpcfing the public and our
B feilow cih.zins o ruin,”’
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IWHEREIN it is confilered, weit reaion
may be given for the Dolrine of endlels T uniff-
ment, which is reveuled in the Holy Scriptures
Or, why God will puuifh impenitent Sinners
Sorever : And whether there be any reajonabie
objections againft iois.

T FI O UGH i be granied char reafon, without the
h=lp of divine reveiarion, can determine aothieg
with certainty about futurs and endlels punithmend ¢
"o, when we A d the 2u&liine of erernal panithment
expielsly and abundantiy aflerted n the Bible, we may
reafon upon it; and as it muft be moft reafunable, it
may appear 1o be fo, and we be able to vinlicate 1t
from all obieCtions which any may pretend (o teund in
realen againit it. It will therefore be proper and ufe-
tul to confider this do&rine ir the {ight ot ~eifon, ard
fee how far it may be vindicated on this ground; and
whether the obj:Crions that are made aguminft & can Le
{upported by reafon, |
Not a few have been fo prejudiced againtt this doc-
trine, by :their inclination and ieeliags, and their own
way of reafoning on the fubje; tha: they come to the
Bible determined not to find it there, or it they do, to
rejet that book as not trom God.  And {ome profeffed
Chriltians have been fo weak and unresionable, as (o
think they have been doing God fervice, in attempting
to prevent perfons of this caft renouncing the Hible, and
becoming prefefled Deids, by trying o wake w ap-
pear, <hat it contains no fuch dectrine,
A coatrary method is here propo=d, viz. To exa
mire their reafonings and objectivns, ard fce whether
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they will bear the teft of truth and found reafen; or
are only the figments of a dark and prejudiced mind,

FirsT, Let it bt inquired, Whether Goe may ju2y
punith any eof his rebellicus creatures with an endiois
punithment ; or whether they can deferve fuch a pun {i.-
meat ?

If fin againft God be fo great a crime as fully (0 Cia
. ferve an endlefs punifhment, fo that his juftice and
- rghteouflnefs may be glorioufly cilplayed by infliCting
it ; then this may be enc reaion why he will do it. But
if not ; if fuch a pucifament be too great, and exceeds
she ill cef-rt of the fiiner ; it is impofiible he fthould be
doomed 1o it by the righicous Governor of the world.

It has been faid, thatendlefs punithment is truly an
snfinite evil, and therefore cannot be juftly infliGed
- ©n any, ualefs their crimes, or their guilt, be infinitely
great ; for juftice in punifhirg confifts in proportioning
the punithment to the magnitude of cthe crimes, for
-which it is infi.¢ted : But 0o finiic creature, efpecially
‘maa, can contra&t infinite guilt, ot be guilty of crimes
‘infinitely great, in the fhort fpacc of human lifey
therefore cannot deferve aa infinite or endlefs punifh-
ment,

Let ip-partial reafon be confulted on this point. If
itcan be made evident and certain, that fin againt
God is not an infinite evil, a crime of unbounded mag-
gitude, the argumert in favour of endlefs punithment
from the reafcn of the thiag muft be given up; and it
muft be acknowledged, that no reafon can be offered
why God fhould punith the finner forever. § B‘x;t i

n
§ It will be thought by fome, perhaps, that too much is

granted here ; and that God’s punithing the finner without
end may be vindicated as juft and proper, though the infinite
evil o¢ fin be denied,
Tkere have been thefe, it muft be acknowledged, whe
4 have
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fi-. b: an infinite evil, a crime fo great that it really has,
‘s .ync or more reflpeéts, no bounds or limits, and this
ozl appear 1o be agreeable to the diftates of reafon and;
common fenfe ; then it muft beacknowledged, that itj
d-fcrves an endlefs punithment; and chat this is the
proper wages of all fin againft God ; and therefore he
may with juftiee and propriety infli it ; and muft do
it, whenever he lays judgment to the line, and righe<

teoufoels

have reje@ed the doftrine of the infinite evil or ill defert of
fin, as not to be vindicated, and invclving unaniwerable dif-
ficulties, in their view; and yet have thought they could
give a good reafon, why they who die in their fins (hould be
punifhed forever, viz. Becaule they will continue to fin, and |
remain in a Rate of rebellion without end ; and thereforei
will deferve to be punifthed without end ; and this wiil be pro- |
pers and even neceflary, "

But perhaps, when this is examined, it will not appear to !
have any weight, or agreeable to fcripture or reafon. For, |

1. The feripture reprefents finners to be fentenced to this '
punithment, and punithed in the future ftate, for the fing
which they did commit, when in the body, in this world,
W hen our Saviour reprefents himfelf as fentencing finners to |
endlefs punithment, the fentence is grounded on their paft
condu&, in this world, ¢ For | was an hungred, and ye gave
me no meat, &c.” And St Paul fays, ¢ We mult all ap-
pear before the judgment feat of Chritt ; that every one may
receive the things done in the bady, according te that be hath dene,
whether it be good or bad.” ‘Therefore, according to ferip-
g*re, finners will be fentenced to a punithment which they
already deferve, for their fins in this life ; but they wouid net i’
deferve to be featenced to an endlefs punithment, for thefe |
fins, if they were not an infinite evil, and they infinitely !
criminal,

3. ‘There does iiot appear to be any juftice in fentencing
a fioner to a punithment, which he does not already deferve,
for what he has dome ; for this is te condemn him for that -
of which he hath not been guiity. Therefore, if the infini'e evil

of fin be given up, there will not appear any jufice in ecnd~ !
lefs punithment,
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tenufnels to the plummet, and rewards f{inners accor.
ding to rheir works.

But when we attempt to realon on this fubjeét,
ought to be done witn rest care and caution, I,
thmunh pa.tt ality 1n our owan favor, we thould reaton
and judge wrong.  M-n haveall aned aganit God,
and joined 10 a conm . reaclliony and this 18 nac.
raily attended wih awliith partialivy, difpcfing them
¢tn overlook thewr owq ;-ulc and call in queltion tha
rightecuin-is o of their Maker's condudl, it he treats them
acc«)rdmg to their deizre,  Thaeretore, howiver joft it
may appear g an impartial judee, that rebellious crea-
tures fhould be punithed torzver yet, no wonder 1if
the heart of rebels fhnuld tife agamft ic, and (o far pre-
judice their minds, as ro blind thein to the rcazonablc-

cls ot i, and l:ad them to pronounce 1t viyufl, The
daneer of error here liee chieflv on this lide.

Whether fin e g 1-Anire evil, and in whait fenfe it
is {o, will appear, 1ts heped, Ly airending to the fof.
].owiny obtervari: NIS, O")j‘ét;() 19 and anfv'crs,

1. All iin, or wrong aife¢tion and condu@ of mep,
is mnre or lels cr mma‘, accerding as their obligations
to the contrary are reater or lefs: of, according to the
degaree of obl:gation rhat s violated, is the degree and
magnitude of the crime w violating fuch obligation.
There are difterent degrees of obligation. A man s
under greater ub‘lgmqn to love and belricnd his pa-
rents, wife and chiddren, or his benevolent friend, from
whom he has receive i innumerable kindnefTes 5 than he
is to a (tranger, or one wha has no peculiar relation o
him. Theretore, 1f be is unkiad asd injuricus o the
forauer, this is an  unfpeakably greater crime in hin,
thar his unkind and injurious treatment of the latter
can be.

2. The obligations which men violare by fin, or

WILDG
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wrong affe€tion or condudt, are e:thieﬂy derived from rhe
ohje@ who is thereby oppofed and injured : Theretere,
tae chief aggravation ot all fin, or the greatreis or che
ciime, is derived from the objed, againfl which itis
commiteed ; and is accordingto the greacnefs, excellenceg
worth and importance of that object, and the criminal’s
{pecial consern and connexion with it, &2 There are
indeed othzr confiderations which may render obliga.
tion, in particular inftances, greater or lefs, and cong-
fequently, the magnitude oi the erime in violating the
obligation, will be in fome refpects varied by chefe;
But che chief and higheft azpravation of ail fin has icg
foundation in the oh)e® againft which it is commiitted,
and the evil of iz chiefly conlifts in this.

Hence it is a greater crime for a fon to hate and in-
jure; and aét a cruel part towards his excellent facher,
who prefides in a Jarge family with dignity and bene-
volence, and who alone provides for him, and all rthe
reft ; than it would be, for him to treat one of the fer»
vants in the family after the fame manner. [ta man
fail upon a ftrarger, whom he meets in the road, and
takes away his life, in order to obtain his money, his
crime 18 great © But if he proceed to take away the life
of his moft worthy friend and greateft benefactor, who
had often refcued him from death ; this would be acrime
immenfely greater than the former; He is very crim.
nal who injures, and feeks to deftroy, and atually
takes away the life of one of his ireffenfive, though
moft inconfiderable neighbours: But how much more
criminal and ill deferving is he, who rifes in rebeliion
againlt a moft excellent prince, on whom a great na-
lion depené tor protection, fuprort and happinefs ; ancl
aCtually dethrones him, and puts him to death, and
hereby brings total ruin on his whole kingdom ?

Loncerning fuch inftances asthefe,thecommoniente, the
S seelings
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~ feelings of men determine without hefitation, 2nd evenir.
refittioly, wichout the labor of long reafoning ; they being,
in a fenfe, felfevident, And doubtlefs, if men had as clear
difcerning, and as great feniibility, refpe@ing the being
and charater of God, his prelence, greatnefs, power, ex-
cellence, goodnefs, &c. and of the ablolute dependence
ot all things on him, and of the infinite importance of his
being and kingdom, as they have, with refpeét to thofe
things mentioncd 1o theexamples above; the conviction of
the infinite magniude of the crime of rebelling againft
him would be r-ore than egually clear and irrcfiltible,
In all the inftanc:s mentioned, and in all of this kind
that can be imapgined, the greater guilt and ill defert
of the criminal arifes from the object Injured, againft
which the crime is commicted ; and isin proportion to
the degreec ot oGligaticn vioclated by the tranfgrefior,
3. All the fins of men are committed againft God :
He is oppofed and irjured thereby. This cannot be
difputed, fince fin is a tranfg-eflion of the law of God ;
for to difregard, oppole ana delpife the law of God, is
ceriainly to difregard, eppofe and defpife God, and to
rife in rebellion againft his authority and government,
Some inftances of Ga are more direfllyazainit (God, than
others; but 2ll fin is againft him, and he is the chief
obj«& who is oppoled and injured by it; becaufe tie is
the firft and the greateft ; and fo much exceeds all others,
who can be injured by {in, in his being, worth, and ex-
cenfive nghts an] intereft, that, in comparifon with him,
“they are of no confideration, fivk into nothing, and
vanith. This is ftrongly exprefled by David, when
he was humbling himfelf bszfore God for his fins.
« Againft thee, zoce only, have 1 finned, and done this
evil 1 by fipbt.”
4. God is iofinitely preat, excellent, and worthy s
and his being, iuterefl, honor and kingdom, are cf

8y ‘,;‘ ®
:.-undun-
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infinite worth and importance. His intereft is (o grear,
extenlive and univerfal, that, ftrictly {peaking, there is
no other intereft, but ¢bis One, in the univerfe. He has
made all things for bimfelf : "He is the only proprietor,
who has an ablolute, perfe€t, and unalienable righe to
all creatures and things. They ali depend wholly and
conftantly on him; and he is the boundlefs, infinite
benefactor to all: His authority over all is withoue
limits, and his government abfolutely perfeét.

Therefcre, ali fin is again® an infinitely grear, worthy
and important obje& ; it is oppofition to God, his whole
interelt and kingdom ; it difregards 2nd defpifes him,
and tramples his authority under foot.

From thefe premifes, which none can difpute, but
all muft grant, the plain and unavoidible conclufion is,
that all {in is infiaitely criminal and ill delerving. This
propofition is as demonftrably certain, as any cne of a
moral nature can be, If wrong affection and condu&
be criminal, in proportion to the greatnefs of e obli-
gation to the contrary ; and the obligation be great in
proportion to the greatnefs and worthinefs of the obect
injured by fuch wrong affetion and conduét: If all fin
be againft God and injurious to him; and he is infinitely
great and worthy, and his intereft and kingdom infi-
nitely great and important; all which is granted :
Then men are under infinite obligations to God, to love
and ferve him, and be friendly to bis intereft and king-
dom ; confequently all oppolfition to thefe, is a violatiop
of infinite obligation, and infinicely criminal,

Or fhorter tius

Every crime is great in deyree, in proportion to the
greataefs and worthinefs of the being, againft which it
Is committed. Every fia is commit. 1 agiink God, -
and is an injury done to him, who is infinitely great
~and worthy : Therefore every fin is a crime of infinite
arignitade, and deferves an infipite punithmeant. .
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5. The infinite evil of fin appears from the el con-
fequence of it; or the evi] which it naturally tends to
produce, and wli take place, unlefs prevented.
crime is great in proportion to the evil it tends to cH &,
or is the natural confrquence of it. But the evil which
fis ams ae, and cends to produce, is truly iohnite,

This appears from what has been already obierved.
Ali fin is againft God, and his whole intereft and king-
dom : It tends to dithonor and dethrone the Almighty;
to dellroy all his bappinefs, and to ruin his whole inte-
ref* and kirglom; tointroduce the moft dreadful con-
fufion aua icfinite mifery, and render the whole unyverfe
infinitely worle than nothing, to ali eternity. If there be
any fuch thing as infaite evil, thig is fuch; and he who
aims at this, and does the leaft towards ic, or what hag
a direct tendency to it, is guilty of a crime which has
no bourds, in this refpect, as to its degree of ill deferr.
It is big wirh infinite mifchief, and therefore is in itfelf
an infinite evil; and nothing fhort of endlefs punifh-
ment can be its proper reward. To infliét an evil in-
finitely lefs than this, -as a punifament, falls infinitely
fhort of being anfwerable to the crime, or of manifefting
the evil or guilt of it, "

To this 1« will be objected, perhaps, that no fuch
evit actually takes place. Geod cannot be dethroned,
cr really burt, by the finner ; he is infinitely beyond the
seach of che rebel; and his kingdom and intereft can-
not be hurt: Yea, God will over-rule all fin for his
own honcr, and io promote the happinefs and glory of
his Liagicm forever.  Why then thouid the finner be
ponlied. as it he had aftually effelted infinite evil,
w..:n the evil tepdency of what he dues. and his crimi-
nal endeavours are provented taking cffe@, and no fuch
evil cen come ?

\&Am‘\(cr . Thecrime is not to be eftimated by ;bc
. gvid
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evil that is actually effected by ic; but by the nature
and tendency of what is done, and the aim of the cri-
minal. Though the evil confcquence be prevented, and
it be not in the power of the criminal to ¢ffc&t ic; yee,
if he does what he can to accomplifh it, his crime is to
be cltimated, by his mazrifeft difpofition, and the ten-
dency of what he does,  If a fubject attemprs to take
away the life of a king; or from difaffection to him,
does that which tends to deftroy him, and would do i,
were he not prevented ; though the life of the king be
not hurt, and the attempt wholly mifcarries; yet he ig
jultly condemned as guilty of high treafon, and punifhed
accordingly.

The finner dogs all he can to dethrane his Maker,
and reader him infintiely miferable, and ruin his king-
dom forever : Every fin has a firong and mighty tea-
dency to this ; and no thanks to the fianer, thatthis ia-
finite evil has not been effe@ed, by his rebellion : And
18 his crime not {o great, becaufe the evil is prevented,
by the infinite power and wifdom of God? He who
will afferc this, muft renocnce all reafon and common-
fenfe. David, infpired to imprecate punifhment on the
wicked, fays, Pfal. xxviii, 4. * Give them according te
sbeir deeds, and gecording to 1he wickednefs of their en-
deavours : Give them after the work of their hands, ard
tender to them tbeir defers.”” They are to be punifthed
according o their deeds, the nature and tendency of
them, and according to the wickednefs of their ens
deavours; whether they accomplith what they ate
tempt or not.  Again, Plal. xxi. 8, &c. ¢ Thine hand
fhall find out all thine enemies, thy right hand fhall
find out thofe that Rate thee. Thou fhaic make them
as a ficry oven ia the time of thine anger, &c. For they
intended evil againl} thee ; they imagined a milchievous
device, waich ibey arc nos able éo perform,”,  According

o
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to the obje&'on, ibdi intending evil arainfl God, and fs
magining a mijchievoys devire, which tbey werenot able (o
perform, ought to have been given as a realon why
they fhould not e punith:d 3 whereas itisb2re mention.
ed as areafon why Go1would certainty punifh them.
Anf. 2. God, 1 runifhing the wicked to:ever, will do
oo mere ro thane, aon they weald heve done to him,
had it been in their pewer ¢ And turely thisis buta
juit and equitcble ponithrsrs, winch they fully de-
icrve, if taey deferve any at all. They will rebe) a.
graft him, and trample on his authority and laws, let
what will Le the coaliquence, *o him.  He would have
been duthroned, ard made infinitely miferable forever,
b dthey teenab'e to bringic to pals: Thisis the ten-
cency of their veatment of him; and thie muft have
been the effe@, had he not been a2ble to defend himfelf
aganft them, and counteraft their endeavours. And do
they not deferve to be tiziated zfter the fame manner,
by him, and made etermaily nnferable 2 Would any
punifhment fhort of this be in any meafare anfwerable
to the crime ?. If they have caft God behind their back,
«nd cared rothing {or his honor, intereft or happinefs ;
do they not deferve to be caft cff by God, and that he
fhould take no care of their intereft or happinefs ¢ Their
hearts have been full of mifchievous devices againft
Gud, snd all they have done has tended to deftroy him,
his happinefe and kingdem : And will it not be juft
to bring the mifchiet on their own heads, and give
them over to endlefs milery ? Among the laws given
by Mofes to Iirael, is the following one : Deut. xix. 16,
&c, ¢t It a falle witnefs rife up againft any wan to tel.
uiy acainft him that which is wrong; the judges fhall
mabe diligent inquifition : And behold, if che witnefs
be afalle wirness, and teftified falfely againft his bro.
ther; sbem fLall ye do unio bim, as be bad 1houg bt 10 bave
done
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drne unto bis brothir.  And thine eye fhall not pity, but
life fhall go for lite, eye for eye, tooth tor tooth, hand
for hand, foot for foor.” ‘Ihie law .equires them to
punifh the inan, who, by fulfe witnels, thought and
endeavoured to bring evi} 01 his brother, by infl &Giay

that very evil on him, tisough his brother received not
the lealt hurt by 1. All wit! deubtlels fay, thsis a
rightecus law; and it1s but jult that fuch an evil de-
ﬁbmw man fhould be thus auaifbed. Al will 1 be
unrignteous ia God, who ordered this law, ti act ny che
fame rule, in pum{hmgthofc who have bora faife witacis
againft him and his charatter 5 and have attempred to
briagruin on him and all kis frieads ; by giving them
up to eternal defltrudioa s though he and his kingdom
hive received no hurt by their wicked attemts ¢

As God and his kinpggdom are 1aGnitely dittinguithed
from every thing elle, in their infinite greatnefs, excel-
lence, and importance; fo rebellion againlt him, and
orpoﬁuon to his intereft and kmgdom, and an acempt

t:¢uftroy the whole, muft be equally cxﬁ g uiihied
fiom any other poilible or fuppofable crim: ; and there-
fore 12 b righe and gropcr, thatit fhouid have an ,,.qu.zl y
diftingui hed pum hment 5 that is, an endlels one. A
t¢mpurary punithment, waich s !mml(&y 1:0s than
this, and infiaitely lcfs than the evil of fiy, caanor an-

{wer the ead of puanifhme.. , it will ncicher exprels the

evilor crime of iajuring tlie tnfinitely great Jemovas,
nor ferve in cthe lealt degree to thew bis icfinite wo. L,

grandeur and greainc(s ; bucfpak a contrary language,
viz. ‘T'hat his beiny, charalter ana kisgdom, arc oi in-
{initely lels worth, "thaa tiey really arey anc (o would
be areal diflionor to him.

If one who has defamed tlie charatter of a worrh),
perfonage, being prulecu.cd convilted and condemun -,
{hould be m.n.,ﬂ 2 galv by paving a tmall fin:, viz. oag

l'ﬁah}j
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penny or fhilling: The language of this would be, that
the chyraéter of the perfon defamed was worth no more 3
and therefore would be fo far from anfwering tothe inju-
ty, and wiping cffthe teproach ; that it would really faften
the difgrace upon nim, and his charatter would fuffer
mare, than if the criminal had not been cond:mbed
and punifbed. AndifGod fhould punifth rebels againft
him, who have defamed him and highly injurea his
charalter, with atemyporary punifhment only, this would
be as far from anfwering to his infinitely {uperior, exe
cellent and important charalter, and properly vindie
cating it, as if no pugiﬂ\ment at ail were infliGed: Yea,
it would be infinitely worfe than none, and really degra:ie
his charafter, and be a reproach to him. la this cafe,
a juft punilbment muft be aniwerable to the infinitely
amiable, worthy and importaat character, which is n-
jured and blafphemed ; that is, fuch a purifhment as is
fuited to «xprefs the grgatnefs of the injury done, and
the infinite worthinefs of him who is injured, and thus
take off the reproach calt upon him: But this can be no
lefs than an endlefs punithment.  Therefore fuch a pu-
pithmect 18 juf, itis deferved, and muft be infiiCted, if
there b any punithment at all, in order .0 wvindicate
the Divine charaQer.

But there are other objections again@ the inlinite evil
of fin, and the finner’s defert of endlefs punifhiment,
which mult be confidered.

Obj. 1. It is faid, that as all creatures ate firite, they
are not capable of infinite guilt, or of turmitting «
crime that has an infinke degre of evil U, ic, 7 chacis
a sny refpect infinite.

Aaf. 1. Thisubjedionis ob/iueib, v 1ar has been
faid in proving rhe infinite vv Of dr, v z. That t'is
refolts from he geeatnels ara e ‘enc= of the beirg 7.
gaioft whith "t ‘s comiritel ard Jupe ds not ac ail

(N
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on the degree of exiftence of him who offers th= abufe,
If a finite creature can affront and zbufe his Creacor,
wha is infinitely great and worthy, he can be guilty of an
infinite crime 3 becaufg the grcamcfs of the mJury does
not arile from the greatnels of him who offcrs it bug
from the character of h'm who is injured.

Aof. 2. If acreature fhould attually put an end
to his Maker’s exiftence, or detlirone him, and deftroy

- his kingdom; his crime would be truly infinite, all

will grant.  But to defire and attempt this, and do that
which would certainly ¢ffe@ it, were it not prevented
by a fuperior power, is to be guilty of the fame crime,
fo tar as the criminal is concerned 3 and therefore muft
be infiaitely great, and deferve thc fame pucifhment,
as if the effe@ had altually followed. The infinite
maignitude of the crime, in this cafe, does not in the
leatt degree depend upon the greatnefs of the criminal,
or the degrce ot exittence, of waich he 15 poflefled,

Anl. 3. Agrecabie to this, wuen a crime is come
mitted, med do noc £t inquire into the greawmels or
{mallnefs of the perpetrator, in order to determine the
magnitude or thc crime 3 but conlider the nature of the
crime, and the injury done, and who is injured, &c.
if an 295 2, dependent ficve burns his malter’s houfe,
an:d Jeftroyc him and his whole famuly, or attempts to
do it his inferioriry aad dependence on his malter, do
Nt oestenaate hiscrim:, i the judgmeni of men, but
rarhe; aggravate it : Ao 10 one will offer tisis as a plea

s tarur, orasa cafor for a muigation of his pu-

n fh :nr,

Fand bere it may de obfrrced, that it 1s equally vna
reatunable, and coatrery o the cx;mmunfcnfc and prac-.
Gi e of ier, (o lay hat @y nfiniee erinie cannot e com-
mited v ¢ o (haee fpace of hancw bie; ant thar mea
e 1) ‘-* e endagls puailhiacat, oy e alus of ¢ iow

1 Y dibe
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years. For asthe infinity of the crime does not depend
on the greatnefs of the offender; fo neither does it de-
pend on the length of time in which it is perpetrated.
In judging of crimes, and the degree of punifhmentthey
deferve, men do noi inquire what length of time was
fpent in committing therm ; but what is the nature cf
them, and what is dor2. And men are condemned to
death, orimpcifonmeot Juring life, fer crimes which
were perpetrated in @ ‘ew minutes,

Oby. 2. Itis iad, if every fin be an infinite eyil, a
crime of infinite magn:tude; then all crimes mu®t be
equai ; for nene can be greater than i.finite: Which
is concrary to reafun and faripture,

Ani{wer, Tais confequeace does not follow from the
daiiae of theinfinite evil of fin, as it has been f{tated.
Two crimes may be both icfinice in theie crimina-
hty, znd ill deterr, as commited againt God ; and
yet, in other relpects, one may be greatly aggravated and
criminal above the other, being commirtted againft mors
light, and greater warnings, and an abufe of greater
tavars, &c. They both delerve eadlefs punithment ;
but ene dclerves a greater degree of punithment, than
the other, It isealy to conceive two perfons deferving
and fuffering endic¢fs punithment; and yet one deferving
and fuffering a much greater degree of pain or punifhment,
than theother. And isitnot as eafy to conceiveof two pers
fons being infinitely guilty, as rebels agaiaft the Monarch
of the univerle ; and yet, s oider re/pefls, the rebellion of
one be much more criminsl, than that of the other ? This
may be illultrated by the tollowing (imilitude, Twocords
or cylinders excended witheutend, and, in this refpeét,
both equally infinite, may be of very different diameters,
and, snibat refpef?, one much larger than the other,

Cby. 3. Lilta be an infinitc evil, becaufe committed
againt an infinite objeét; then the virtue and holinels

ef
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of creatures muft be infinitely good, excellent and
praifeworthy, becaufe exercifed towards the fame in-
finite objeét ; which is too abfurd to be admitted.

Anf. This confequence does by nao means follow.
Creatures can do mere mifchief, by rebellion, and take
more from God, than they can do good, or give to him,
by their obedierce. Here there is an infinite & fference,
It bas been (hewn, that fin takes &/ from God, and in
its very nature and tendency deftroys all the good in
the univerfe; and would atually do 1, were it not
counteracted by ommpotence, infini'e wildem and good-
nefs: But the obedience and holinefs of creatures is not
to be eftimated by the obje& towards which 1t 1s exer-
“cifed 3 bue by the fubjeét, by him who exercifes ity
- or the degres and quantity given to God, All that a
fiaite creature can give, s butfinite; He can give no
more than himi:lf; and thererore what he gves 1s in-
finitely fhort of infinite, it is as nothiag, crmpared
with the obje&t towards which 1t is exerciled, or to
whom it is given,

Obj. 4. Though God be infinitely great, excellent
and worthy; yet faite minds can have no concepucn of
that which is infiaite.  The infinity of God is alioge-
ther inconceivable to them, and out of their fight, and
all cheir 1deas muit be limaited. Dutthac of whicn they
can have no idea or conception, <¢an have no icfluence
on the mind ; and therefore cannotincreate the obligation
of crearures, fo as to render it greater, than if the
objelt was finite ; confequently, 2 creature cannot be
under infi ure obligations, rom God’s 1n8aite greatnets
and excellenre,

Aniwer.  lcis certainly mos f-ie, that a finite mind
can have no conception of an infinite being, difitrent
froay that which he has of oae who is finicz 1 Becaufe rhis
s§ Contrary (o our experiznce, tn the conlcigufnels of the

- sdeas
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ideas that are in our own minds. If men cculd have
no idea of that which is infinite, diffcrent from that
which they have of a finite objeét, they could not reafon,
nor {peak an intelligible word sbout it 5 which the ob.
je&or himfelf thinks he can do, and is a&vally duing
it, while he 18 miking the objection. And it we con-
fult our own fecling=, we find that we feel otherwife
towards that which we conceive to be infinite, than we
could, if we thought it was not fo. - The inftance be-
fore us will fufficienily prove this. Are we nat confci.
ous that we ought to be affected with the irfinite being
an? perfection of God, inexpreflibly o'herwe, than
towards any finite being ?  And it {o, then his infinity,
or his being infinitely great and good, brings an cbliga-
tion on us to refpeét and iove him 5 which we could not
be under, were he nct infinite, And if that which i
anfinite, viz. infinite greatnefs, authority and excellence,
binds us, and the greatnefs cf the obligation arifes
from the infiai'y of the objeét; then it mugt be an in.
finite obligaticn, |

When we think of future !''e and happinels, we ea-
fily and neceflarily diftinguifn between temporary ard
endlels happinels, and prefer the latter to the former,
feeling, in fome Jenfe, the infinite difference. And
when we attend to infinite, or endlefs punithment, and
srgue for, or againft ir; we feel that this is infinitely
more dreadfu! than any finite evil, and cannot but dread
1t unfpeakably more; and be {enfible that it affords an
inexpreflibly ftronger motive, not to rebel againft God,
than any finite punifhment can: And that 1t is infinite-
Iy greater folly and madnefs to provoke God to caft us
into fuch punifhment, than to expofe ourfelves to one
infinitely lefs. Therefore, the reafon and experience of
every man, if properly attenced to, will teach him that
the obje€ticn is without foundation,

The
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The evidence that finis properiy aninhitt 2viy, and
has in its nature infinite il defert, has now bern conil.
dered, and objeltions have been examined and oibv.ated;
and the reader is t: judge, whether ir may not be proved,
even to a demonftration, that all {in delerves 1nhnite
or endlefs punithment.  But ac the inficite evil of {inw
appears from another confideration, it may be further
oblerved,

6. Thne atonmzat which has besn made for fin, in
order to the finner’s being pardoned, fhcws thar there
15 infinice ill defert 1n fin,

They who acknowledge the Divin'y of Chrift, and
cenfequent'y, his infinite greatnefs an,’ werthinefs, muft
alio acknowledgs, that the atopement ke has made for
fin, by his obegience ard fufferings, has infinite worth
and menit, andis as gre:t and confiderable, as the per-
fon who gave him‘f to be che propitiation for the fins
of men,  But it fiy be not an icfnite evil 5 then this a-
tonement is infinitely more and g-eater than was necefa
fary, in ord-r to open the way tor the pardon of ir;
and the Mediator is infinitely greater and more worthy,
than it was receflury he (hould be, in order to make
atonerment for (in. Ooe end of the aronement which
Chrift made for fin, was to thew wha- evii thereisin fin,
and its ill defert. But this is every way {ufficient to
atone for fin which bas infinite 1ll deferr; cherefore, this
declares fin to be an infinite evil, or to deferve infinite
or endiefs punifhment. Confequently. to deny that
there is infinite evil in fin, is, 1n effié&, to deny the
Divinity of our Savicur ; or the truth which is declared
in the aconement which he has made for fin.

IT being thus evident, beyond all contradiftion, that
all fin is infinitely eriminal, and deferves endlefs punifh-
ment; fo that God may juftly infl ¢t it, and mult doit,
it hie lays judgment ¢o the line and righteoufnefs to the

| B plumunict,
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.plummet, and punifhcs finners according to their defeit g
3t hence appears further evident and certain, that this
punithment will be infli&ed on all who die in their fins,
from thofe paffages of fcripture which declare that God
will reward them acco:ding to their works, and 1fli&
a punifhment anfwerable to their defert,

This is often and abundantly afferted in fcrripture.
From many ioftances ot this, the following are ieleéed.
Iai. ni. 11. ¢ Wo unio the wicked, it thall be ill with
him : For the reward of bis bands thall be given bim,"
Plil. xxviii. 4. < Give them accordsng to their deeds, and
according so she wickednefs of their endeavours ; give them
&fter ihe work of Lidir bands, rowder toibemikeir DESERT.” -
Maith, xvi. 29. *¢ For the Son of man fhall come ia-
the glory of his Farher, with his angels : And tben be -.
fball reward every man according to bis works.” Rom.
i1, 5, &c. * But after thy hardneis and impenitent heart,
treafureft up wrath againft tle day of wrath, and reve-
lation of the righteous judgment of God ; who will ren-
der 1o everyman according to bis deeds. Tiibulation and
anguifh upon every foul of man that doth evil.” 2 Cor,
v. 10. ¢ For we muft all appear bifore the judg.nent
teat of Chrilt : Toat every one may recesve the things done
sn the body, according to that be baib done, whesber it bt
good or bad.” Rev. xx. 12. ** And the dead were
Judged out of thofe things that were written in the books,
according to toeir works” xxii. 12. ¢ Behold I come
quickly ; and my reward is with me, o give 10 every
wan according as kbis work fhal be.

All fiis deferves endlels punifhment, this is the pro-
per wages of fin, and God may moft jultly infliét it
Ged has faid, in his word, that he will punifh fioners
i the furure flate, aceording to their 5l defeity theretore
ghey will Be punithed torever. «

seconpry. I muft be confidersd, wheder any good

(4/ %
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#nd can be anfwered, by infliing an endlefs punithment
on creatures ?

if no good end can be an{wered by thus punifhing,
and if it be not, ail things confidered, neceffary for the
good of the whole, that any creature (hould be made
miferable forever ; then it is not'confitent with wifdon
and goodnefs to infli€t fuch a punithment upon any;
though they may defervest, and no injuftice would be
done tc them by infliting it. The infinitely wife and
good goveri.or of the world always has fome wife and
gocdend, in all he does,and never punifhzs hiscreatures,
merely for the {ake of punithing, or only to make them
miferable. This is ftrongly afferted by God himfelf,
when he fays. ¢ As | live, [ have no pleafure in the
death of the wicked.” Aad therefore we may be fure
he will not punith them forever, though they deferve
it, unlefs it be nececeflary to prevent greater evil, and
anfwer the beft and ot important purpofes.

But if endlefs punithment, infinitely dreadful as it is,
be necefliry to anfwer the higheft and beft ends, and to
promote-the greateit gnod of the whole, and is an im-
portant and effential part of the moft wife and benevoa
lent adminiftraticn, in the government of the world :
Then it is not only perfetly confitent with infinite
goodaefs, but 12 is the ditate and exercife of gnodnefs
itlelf ; and not to infiét this punithment, mu@ be infie
nitely difagreeable & crofling to unlimitzd goodnefs, & de-
monftrate the want of benevolence. On this fuppuiition
then, all the objetions waich have been, with fuch con-
fidence, urged againtt endlefs punifhment, from tte
acolnefs ot God, as being inconfliltent with thar, fall
to the ground, and appear high'y unreafonable, child-
tth and abfurd.

We are indeed, pcor and very inalequate judges of
tne ends and defigna of Gud, in 2!} his adminitraiions,

in
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in our prefent fitvation, and in this very impetfed and
finiul Rate; in which it is no uncommon thing tor mep
20 call G, d’s wifdom and goodnefs in q12ition, and fay,
His ways are not equal,  Therefore, though we were pot
able to fee why there is to be endle(s punifhment, and
uaderftand what wife acd good ends God defiyps to
anfwer by it ; yert, fince he has revealed to us, that he
will punith the wicked forever, it would be very unbe-
coming, yea, intolerable arrogance, for micn to fay no
guod end can be anfwered by ir, or even doubt of the
‘wifdom and goodnefs of this part of "he Divine admi
niftration, .

But we are not left wholly in th:dark, with regard to
this part of God’s ways. ln the fober exercile of our
re.fon, aflited by divine revelation, we are able to jul
tify God, in punifhirg the wicked torever ; and to fee
and rcjoice in fome of che infinitely important, wilc and
grod ends which will be anfwered bty this awful, trewen-
dous branch of the Divine government, in which God
will do terriblz thiags 1n righteouflnels; fo that the
great good that fthall be produced by it, will iufin'tely
overbalance and {wailow up all the ev’l.

The following ccnfiderations will be fufficient, itis
prefumed, to illuftrate and eftabliflh this poinr,
I All will graot it is not only jult, that criminais thould
puntthed according to their d:fris; but 1tis an exe
preflion of wifdom and gooducfs, in a governar or judge,
- thus to puntfh them, when this 1s {uitabic and neceflury
to raintain authosity, law and government, and derer
others from the like crimes.  And in this cale, to re-
fufe or negle€t to'punifh, can procesd trom nuthing byt
a defe@ in true benevolence and gouduels.  Punifh-
meats are theretore found neceflary o heman governs
ment, in order to prevent greater ¢vil, and promote the
public pood ;3 fa that every true friend to the rullic, anc

rle
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thc greatelt common good, mult be a friend to fuck
punifhments.

And who can think himfelf able to determine, thae
ete'nal punithment is not proper ani nec:fluty, as &
Mmecans, to antwer thefe ends in the Divine goverament;
whicn is infinitely extended, and eve:latting ? And if
he cannot certainly determine {uch pun.(hment to be vn-
neceflary and ulelefs ; he has po warrant to conclude
it i8 not pertect'y agreeable to infiaite goodnefs, to in«
fictit. Why is it not as much fuited, and as neceffary,
8¢ a3 medes, to reltrain creatu.es from fin; as any kind
or degree of punilfvments, in human governments?
Who dare fay, or think, that the punifhment ot the
fallen angtls, who are referved in everiaiing chains, un-
der davknefs, unto the judgment of the great day, has
Fad no influence on the angels who have not finned §
and has not been a means of preflerving and confi ming’
them ip obedience ? Aad though it be certain, that the
redeemed frony among mien will, after they are made
perfect, continue in obedience and holinels forever; yet
this will not be effeed wicthout means 3 and this may,
and doubtlefs will be ore, even the everlating punih.
ment of the wicked, the {moke of whofe puaithm:ne
will rife up in their fight forever and ever. No punithe
ment but an endicls one can anfwer this end. God or<
dered punithments in Ifrael, even the greateft that perd
haps couid be inflicted :n this world, viz. That tranfs
greffors fhould be publicly ftoned to death, that others
might hear and fear, and hereby be reftrained from fin.
Endle(s purithment may be as neceflary in the future
ftate, to anfwer the fame end. "

. I is defirabie, and of the greateft importance]
that all the divine perfeltion, his whole charaftsr and
glory, even all that is amiable and excelleat ir: G )d,
fhonld be afked out and difplayed, in che fight of his

V) CLERTNIES 5
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ercatures 3 thae h:s friencs may be under the beft ad:
vantage to ic:it; and enjoy Go!, and adore and
prafe him icrever,  Thisis as delirable and impcriaaty
as 1t is tha: Gud ibuld be glor.fi- d 1o the highet de-
gree 3 for thisss done only by fuch a maai: c& 1.1on and

. d fpay of bis ex2-ilence and pcvrcrt.cns and 1n the con-

fequent love and praiie of is creavres @ And 1kis 18 as
detirable and impartaur, as the hig-eft Jhappiefs of che
fervants of G d, the members o his etsrnal ki~¢iom 3
for their happiaels mutt confit f[ummarily in the Kaow-
ledge and eny ymcm of God; in beholdirg h s .Jlu\ .
and loving aad piorfy ag him.  But thry 20w and
enjoy him, no fucther than he is manifettes 1o therT n
his glorious perfection, by his works ; and thers hepps
nefs will be in degree aniw-rable to this dilplay ot e’
Divine perfe€tions 5 and is promoied by every thing, by
which God is lonﬁcd

But the ctemal punithment of the wicked is fuited to
promote and anfwer thefe defirable and imnortaut ends
and is neceflary, in order to their beinz accoa phifhed,
moft peifetly, and to th: hitne®t degree. 1 hxs mll
appear by defcending to pzriiculars,

1. The terrible m=jzity of G2, and the infinite d ‘ead-
fulnefs f his difpleafure and wrath, could not be fully
difplayed and kuown, did he not iuili& eternal pun.fhe
m.at on any of his ~rea.ures who deferve it

Terrible m jeity and wrath are afcribed te Gd in the
infpired writinys, as included in kis amiablencts and glos
rious pectc*ton, Lis abfolutely perfe@ charaéter, tor
which he s worchy tabe loved and ado-ed. And his
terriblenefs and wrath areegual in degree to his infit ite
exifteace and capacity ; and therciore are infinicely
greac8&dread ul. Andifitbe agrecable & defirable, that
there houeld be a Ged of infuite terriblenefs and wrath 3
1t is equail y defirabie that thus (hould appear, and be dif-
tovered & dilpiayed, in the works of God. But this ¢an«
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nnt be dore in any way or degree, vnlefs it be by serritle
ails or wanks, by wibiich evil is infl.&ed on crearures.* If
there were no pr lible evilin the univerle, ard God never
a:d, or weuld 12l ciany evil on his creatures, as a punifh.
o 6 ior thor sy there could be no poflitle. appear-
ance ot rernble mejetty in God, or of any cifpleafure and
wrath ; for that being trom whom no evil, no pain or fuf-
fering ever did, or ever will come, has no wrath, or any
thing -hat is terrible, or awtul. And as God’s terrible
majcity appears, and is aéted out, only by bis infiicting
evil 5 loth's appears great in proportion te the evil in-
f &ed.  Thectore sfinite evil mufl be infliéted, in or-
der 10 expifs the lofoitely terrible wajefty and wrath
of Godi~ Auy {nee evil i purifhment will be no pro-
per exprefi o o soiire terriblenefs and wrath 5 but
fall :oficreiy thort of w. Bu eodiefs pandhment is a
full -ad ¢ oper expr. ffion ot this, as itis an evil infnice-
by tecribic wnd dresdial, aud can be icflilt d by none
it the pniciy owariul sod terable Jihovsh, who
ey is abley i this way, to make a moit gloricus and
et:raal Yiplay of nis iofinite power and wrath, And s
patthe an. werny thes unpoertent end, one good rexfon
why the wic'ird fheeld be pronifn=d according to taeir
deferes 2 ¢« Whitif God, wiling to fhew bis wrath, and
make

® The threatningsof eternal punithmert apainft the tranfa

B L S

greffors of \he law .t 5od, isindeed an expridhion of infinite

teror ~ad wio ag.ont fing af 1 be fuy poed it may and will
coextonied oo any  Butaf be punithment threatered be

o1 y a temporary one. it i3 no proper expieflien of che tera
ribie m3jelky and wrath of God.  And though endiels pu.
all:mzot bz ihreatned, yet it it be krewn that 0t will never

be ¢»ccuted in any ioftance, it will fland for nething, and

|

be 1o expreflion of any thing terrible : Becavle 1he evil, |

which alone is terrible, lizs in the exscution of the threatning,

and nor in the threatning itlelt, wacomnected with the |

-} auilbineal K"h&‘ﬂamﬁdg,
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maoke bis power known, has determined to punith thefe
veffels of wrath, fitted to fuch a d-ftruflicn; to puaifh
them w th everlafling deftrution, from the preferce of
the Lord and 2be glory of bis gewer 27
" 2. God’s infini.e difpleafure and arger with fin and
the finrer, and the oppofition of his Leart to them, are
properly exhibited iu punifaing the finner forever ; but
€annot be ex, refled by any temporary pumfhment.
Infinice haired of that which is uppc fjuon to all goad,
js neceflarily jmplied in infinite beneveoleace and goods
nefs ; and therefore is effential to the Divine charaéer,
and ir ~annot be perfeét and infinitely excellept without
it ; but direfly the contrary. [ is thercfore defirable
and necefl.ry, that this {hould appear, and be gloricus-
Iy diplayed, in God’s cendué towarc's lirners. Une way
g0 exprefs this, is in punifhing the fianer: But this
apnpt be done by any pun:fl ment, but an end ¢fs one ;
caufe rage _dcgrec ot hatred ot fin, manifefted in pus
nithing it, is in proportion to the degree of evil in-
gi&ed, in the punifhment. Anendlels punmifhuient, therey
Jore, is peceflary to anfwer this importantend. A v
porary punithment will be fo far from exprefling ine
fioite oppcfi-ion to fin, that it exprelles the contrary,
vig. thar God i¢ infinitely lefs difpleafed ac fin, than an
infinitgly pertc& and goos being muft be; and chere-
fore, would be worfe than no punifbmeat, and really ine
’ju'u: the Divine charalter, | o
3. In the everlafting punifhment of the wicked the
inficite dignity and worthinels ot Ged, and excellence
ot his law and government, are exprefied and afferied in
& very acvantageous and Uriking mannery and this is
poe important end and defign of this punifhment,
 Sip1s criminal. end the evil of it great, in proportion
ko the dignity, excellence and worth of the Governor
iithe werld, as has been fLewn,  Therclore, fo far ag
- | the
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the evil of fin is difcovered; in the fame degree are
manifelted, Ged's greatnefs, dignity, worthine's, &,
Buc the 2verlafting punithment of the finner will be,
in fome refp s, the firen_eft poffible expreficn of the
infin.te evil of fin; and confequently, a bright and af.
fecting maniteftailon of the infinite worthinefs and ex-
ceilence of God, and the facrednefs cf his law and go-
veroment, By this punithmen:, it will forever appear to
angels and ihe redeem:d ; yea, to all inteliigences,
what an it finitely evil and bitter thing itis, to fin againft
God; and by means « f this, God will be cternzlly feen
ind exaliec, in his infinite greatnefs, worth and excel-
lence, as hc could not be, wer6 theie no fuch punifh-
, wment.  And it will, conl quently, be the cccalion of
joy and praif: in heaven, by which Ged will be hon: red
and exalied forcver, |

A finite punifhment, which is punifhing the finner
infii irely lefs than he deferves, would be fo far trom
a.iwering this end ; that it would have a cunirsry ten-
dency. and refle@ difhonor on God, and repreient him
as i ‘finitely lefs honorable and excelient, than he is.
It honce appears, that endlefs punifhmeat is as impor-
tant and neccflary, as is the moft clea, manitet!a:iun of
G:.d's iufi.ite worthinels and glory, and his affe.ting
and maigtaining his own rights, dignity and horor, ard
the i~ finite importance and excellence ot his law and-
government, o the greateft auvantage of ihe univerle,
him'elt and the creation, -

4. Endlefs punithment is fuited, and neceffary, to
make the brighteft cverlaftis g difpluy of the rightecule
nels and goodnefs of God. '

Ic has been obferved, that infinite arger and difplea-
fure againft fin is eflential to infivite gucunefs s And it
@mult be further obierved now, that fuch ditplealure and
§nger is goodngfs itlelf, oppeling, ard kincled vp at:m,

| | widl
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wrath, agaimi tat which oppofes and tends to delroy
what infl. i:e geodrefs feeiks. Irfinite goodnefs fecks
the greatelt gcod of the whole, and therefore, mull be
infinitely difpleafed with thae which et irfeif acaioft all
aood. Theiefore, the mere this difpleafure and anger
18 mamtc(’(cd, the groater is the nandz{tanion cf divine
goodne's,  Buithis cannet be prop-rly and tally mani-
fefled, Lut by inflic¢ting i finite evil op the otftinate,
confirm:d enemies of all good.  Hence it appears, that
tie greater the evil is, which is. inf:ded on the obfii-
nate laner, it 1¢ be juft, the greater is the dityploy of
divine goudrefs; and therefore, to infliét cndtls pu-
nitment on fuch®whowdeferve it, is a difjlay both of
the nightesufae’s and iafinite goodrefs of G(d which
couli not be made in any firire punithiment.

ft afun) &turae em ¢ o 6 e kingdom, and do
all in his prwerro d- 1t oy both 1h» king and the peaple,
and ohitinazelv peildt in his rebeli.on; e king mutft
be diplealed an: a.gry, in proportion to his groc nefs,
his benevolent regard to the higheft gond of 1is kinge
dom; and in this cale, his goodnels muft be exergifed
and aéted out, in cxPrrﬁing his difpleafure, by punifhing
the ubitinate offender. And to negleét to pumﬁ\ him,
or to iofli€t a {mall and light punithment, unfpeakably
Jefs than his crime deferves, would be fo far from ex.
preflirg any goodnefs, thac it wou'd demonftrate the
want of it. And on the contrary, punithicrg him ac.
cording to his deferr, would be the higheft evidence
he could give, in this cale, of his benevolence and
goodnefs.

And why is not this equally true of the Governor of
the unverfe ? If it be, then endlels punifhment muft
be one effential part of his government, as neceffary to

difplay, in the cleareft lighe, his infiaite righteoufnefs
3nd gU-JdMCASU

Thas
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Thuy it appears, from the view g'ven of it under this
hexd, that endlefs punithment will ferve to manifeft and
difplay the Divine perfetionss and charadter; and in
what way and'manner it will do this; and why ir is
nec:flary in order t» anfwer th's infinitely importante
enl, fo much to the glory of Gud, aad coniecquently for
tre goo | aad happinels of all who Jove him,

But that infinite gooinels is exercifed and difpl:yed
in punifhing the wicikzd forever, will be more fully
oroved uader the next head ; where it will be particu«
larly confidered, as it refpeéts, and will promote the
general good, the glory and happinels of the kingdom
of God.

I11. The eteraal punifh nene of the wicked wiil, mz«
ny waye, promote the hizh=ft gocd of the bleflvd, efpe-
cially the releemed irom among men; and 15 the molt
propsr and neceflary means of their un’pcakably greaiee
degree of holinefs and happinefs torever, than could
oth=rwife talze place: And cherefore muft be agreeable
to inflaite goodnels, and a ftrong ex, r fli n of ir,

The ex:rafe and manifeltation ot Gof's difpleafure
agunit his enemies, and the enemues of his chuich and
people, in condemning and panithing them according to
their deferts, and evil deeds, and vindicating his fervants,
and thair caufe, and faving and delivering thers fromn the
hand and power of their adverfories, caufing them to
triunph over all that injured them, is ceitanly an in-
ftance and expreflion of his righteoulnels and goodnefz.
The holy fcriptures every where reprefeat it in this Lighe,
of which every pe:fon, attentive to his B.bie, mult be
fenfinle. God, in viadicating the righteous caufe of his
fervants, by delivering and faviag them, and manifofi-
ing his high difpleafure againft their encmies, by con-
demoing and punith'ng them as they delerve, exerciles
and difplays his rizbreonfnzs : And, at the fame ;-"mA:s

this
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this righteoufnefs is nothing but kindnels and merc§ to
his church and people. And the morce his difplealure
and anger towards his and their ¢nem'es is mant'elted,
in the greatnefs of the righteous punifhment 1.l Ged
u~on them ; the grea.cr is the expr flirn ot his good-
nefs to them 3 and they are urfpcak. biy more happy in
the righteoulnefs of God, & in his love and favor (o themy
than they could have been, had .hey not been thus vir:die
¢-ted and delivered, and thei: ene.nies had not been de<
ftroyed and put ithéd with everlafting deftrucion. There-
fore the rightesufnefs of God, as it ccipects this cafe, is
otten fpoken of in fcripture, as including his gooc'ne/s ;
and righteoufnels and falvation are words frequently
ufed ac fynonymous 5 as every careful reader of his Bi.
ble muft have obferved. T:e following pailupes, a-
mong 3 multitude of others, ferve to illultrace thefe ob-
fervations. Pfal. Ixxi. 2, 13, &c. ¢ Deliver me in thy
rigbieoufnefs, and caufe me to eicape. Let them be
confounded and confumed, that are adverlaries 10 my
foul. But 1 will yet praije thee more and more. My
mouth thall thew forch thy rigbresufnefs, and thy falvad
tion all the day.”” Pflal. cxlin. 11, 12. ¢ For thy righs
teoumefs fake bring my foul out of trouble. And of
by mercy cut of mine encm'es, and deltroy all thear
that affl.& my foul.” Pfal. Ixv. 5. By #errible things
in rigbteoufnefs, wilt thou an(wer us, O God of our fal-
vation.” Deut. xxxii. 43. * Rejoice, O ye naciors, his
people ; for be will avenge the blood of bis fervants, and
will render vengeance to bis adver [aries, and will be meresd
ful unto his land, and 2o bis people.

Therefore the divine vengeance and eternal punifhe
ment, that {hall be inflicted on the wicked, is reprefented
in fcripture to be in the clear and full vizw of the red
deemed, and inbabitants ot heaven, as a means of exc:ting
and greatly increafing theic love, joy and praife, Plal.

R
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L. g, 6. Speaking of the wicked, he {ays, * Gad fhall
dettruy thee forener, The rig htcuus alio fball fee, and
fear, and [l caugh at pim? Pl Ivii. 9, 10,
“ te fhail tane tnes away as with a whirlwind 3 borh
Jiving and 1n his wrath.  The ri_ hreous fhail r¢:ice
when be feeth the vengeance : He (hall wath his fect in
the blood of the wicked.” Pral, Ixxix. 12, 13. “Rena

der unto our neighbours feven fold 1nto their bofoms,

their reproach wherew ta they have reproached coce,
O Lord. So we, thy people wil! give thee thanks fo-ever

Pisl. xcio 8. ¢« Ouary with rhine eyes thalc thou ocholdy

and fee the reward of the wicked” Har lxvi 24 ¢ And
they thall go toreh and lock upon the carcafes of the mn
that bave tranjgrefled againt mey for thewr warm  fhall
not dic, neichier ihall their fire be qienched s and they
fhall be ap adhorring unro all fle . Reve xiv, 10,
* And he (hall ke tyramented wick tire and brimftone,
ga 102 prefence of toe kolv ancels, and in 1z prefence of tb,
Lais ; and toe [more of their torment ajcenderh up for-
ever and ever,” Conap. xvili. 20. ¢ Rejoice over ber,
thou heaven, and ye holy apoitles and prophets; for
God bath avenged you on her” Caap. xix. 1. &¢, ¢ At
ter chefe chhings 1 heard a great voice of muca pzopls
m beaven, hyx.*". Alle! uyzh {alvation, and glary, and
honar, and prwer, unto the Lord our God : For trua
and 14, beecus are his judgments 3 for he hath judged the
gre.a: whow, which did corrupt the earth With her form
ncavion, and bark avenred the blood of bss fervants a: ber
band, rind apain dhey fad Aliclujab (1. e, praiteye tha
Loid) and b fmoke rofe up forever ard evar.”

Mone, furely, will dilpute the gooduels of God in
punithing his enemivs, and the enemies of his chu:-h
and kinrdom, fo fer, and as long, as thali be necelury
U {ecuce and promote tlu bett mtc,wf ana nithelt hapa
proel and glory of all who belong o his Kingeom

Wy For

-
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For that goodaels icfelt hould do chis, is agreeable to
commonfenie and reafon. And chis is afferted in the
boly fcriprure.  God there reprefents himfelf, as gmng
people and naticns up to ruin and dcftru&mn, *or the
4k° of his church, as the efft@ and expreflion of his
love and go fnefs.  Hai. xliii. 3, 4. ¢ l'am the Loid
thy God, th: holy one or liracl, thy favicur : I gave .
Eg« rt for thy ranfom, Erhiop'a and Seba for thee,
Since thou wa't precious in my twhr thau hatt been ho-
norable, and [ fave Joved toe: : “Therefore will 1 give
men for thee, and peop'e o thy iife.”  In thefe words
there is reference to the dettruét'on of Pharaoh ard the
Egyptians, for the fake of lirael, that they might be de-
liverzd to the greateft advantage to themf:lves, as an
example of what Gad would yet do for his church. And
when we fee Mofes and that people rejoicing and praif-
ing God, for his goodnefs in overthrowing and taking
vengeance on his and their enemies, i1 fuch a fignal and
dread‘ul manner, we approve of it as reafonable: For
it was, viewed i all its connexinns and confequences,
a wondert‘ul act of Divine goodaefs : Therefore it'is ce-.
. lebrazed as fuch ; and made matter of folemn, joyful
praife 2o God in Pfal. cxxxvi, ‘¢ To Hin: that tmote
Egyut in their ficlt-born; for bss mercy endu:eih ferever.,
To Him.which divided the red fea into parts, and made
Hrae to pals through the mid(l of it ; to: lus mercy en. .
durech for=ver : But overthrew Pharaoh and bis hoft
in the red tea s for bis mercy endureth forever »

And it this was fuch a remackabie inftance of God’s
goo.lnefs and mercy, thus to punilh and deftroy Pharaoh
and the Egyptians, {or che {ake of his church, to pro-
mote thert good and happinefs; when he could have
dgeliversd them without this deftruction, bur rot fo
much to his nbrv, an] their advantage ; and in Lh
God made a cifplay of his glorious charater 20d inf -

ni:e
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nite gnodaels, a3 matter of adwniration, joy and ; raife
to his churc!, aad to be cetebrated forever: Then 't
is equaliy an inftance of his goodneis ; yea, aninfinuely
greater and more (emarkable initasce of it, and pro-
portionably brighter dplay of his glorious charaéter,
and greater matter of erernal joy and ; aif-,  to pu-
n1 /b ]aw'u the imjenitent enem.es of h's fedeened
churchs this being neceflary, ‘n order to promote their
higheﬂ good, to make . therr redemptivn aiolt complere
and glorious, and raile thzm to the greatefl haght of
tehicity and Olory

[c s now to be more pucticuiarly conldered and
fhcwn, How the everlafting pun'iment of tne wicked
15 fuited, and even receffary, to anfwer thete ends.

Ic Has been already onferved ard {hiowt, how weil
fuited, an1 neceflary, endlels pumfhment s tom ke a
full and moit glorious &if; lay of the civine charaéter,
10 the view of the ble{T-d, In this will Le fven, as could
not be teen, fo clea:ly and o fuch advanrage, Ly any o
ther mediumn, or without th1< the 1.Gnte g_)nafn*n,
power and terrible mejefly of Jonovan © Acd alio hs
infinite exceilence and worthinels, and his hatied ard
di piealure, hisindignatien and wrath, agaicft fin, asd
his infinite benevolence and goodnefs, o which fin 15
oppoicd.  The im ke of their torment Mali afcerd up
in the f1.ht of the bleited torever and ever, and ferve, 38
a ult clear giafs, always botore their eves, to wive them
a confltant, bright and moft affeCling view ot all theie.
And all this dilplay of the Divine charafter and gl vy
will be 1n favor ot the redeemed, and moft entertaiming,
- and give thé highett pleature to all wiho Love Gody and
raife the'r happinefs to io. fiible heigli's, whofe felicity
conints fummarntly in the keowlecge and entyment of
God.  This et#rnal pumﬂlmcnr iault therciore ke une
foeakably o their advantage; and wil add fuch 1me

motie
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meafe degrees of ;Jo*y anc happine’s to the kingdom of
God, as inconceivahiy to overbalance ali they wi A fuff s
who {hall fall under this righteous punifhmert, and ren.
Jder it all, in this view and connexion, an infinite good,
But it w.ll further appear, Low steful and neceflury e
endlefs punithment of the wicked s, to the highely guod
and havLpoels of the redeemed, and all the tiiends of
Gud, by attending to the following pariicuiars,

1. The eternal exiftence of fin, inail ite horrors, sed
out without reflraint, with the infisite evil which is the
natural and juft conf-quence of ity taking place in the
fight of the inhabitants of heaven, will ferve to manifeft
aud lluftrate the beauty, exceilence and worth ot holi-
ncls, and the happinels of all holy beings 3 and forever
brighten the charaéter of God and a:‘ his mends, and rene
der the bleffed unipcakably more fenfible of their hop.
pinefs, and of the beauty und bappivefs of - cach otiver,
than they could be, if there were no fuc: contiail.

It is well known, that contraries tllullrate each other
and that the greatcll beauty r.‘.r.m:t Fpprar t the Ceft
advantage, withour a flade . 1 hat Cetormity givesa Jnfe
tre 0 beauty , and evil mn'rnif:es ind fweetens rhe
contrary good,  This contrat “will taige place to the
highel pefiibie degree, and to the preatedt advantage,
forever, by endlets plnﬂm ent, eud can not be withe
out 1t - Therefore i is nutf’far/ o the highedt happinefs
and glory of heaven,

2. Ttect-rnal punifhment of the wicked, n rhe fioht
of the redeemmed, will ferve, inceffantly, to kee ep, frefh in
their view the influiteevil of £in; and, 0 the ol effee.
cual, lively manner, teach thern) and make them jw.
twarown infinite il deiert, zic the infinitely evil cale

30 which they thov'd have bern, hald God treated them

accordmg to their Geleres - And 5 bacvin citar ard
]

condlant view the inhnite et end ooy, from which

.‘ sAMy '/’ Q“ 4»\1.’
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they have been redeemed 3 and maintain in their minds
a lively growing fenfe of all this  There are many
other ways, in which thev are, avd will be, tanght thefe
things; but this will add great inftru®tion, which they
could not have without (t 5 and it 1s better tuited, than
ary other, to keep up their attenticn, and give them a
mere hively, conitant, aff-&ing appreberfion and fenfe
¢ cf them. It is cf great importance, and neceffary, that
the recdeeined fhould be uncer the beft advaniage to fee
thefe truthis; in order to their glonfying God, 1n the
beft mariner, and enjoying the higheft happinefs, For,
3. This is neceffary, in crder to their moft clearly fee-
Iny, and celebrating, to the higheft degree, the goodnefs
, 9fGed, his allonithing g:ace and mercy in their re-
demption, Had there been no fin, guiit and m:fery,
there could have been no fuch thing as redeeming love
and grace, ever known, or thoupht of, by creatures:
Aud chis I great in proportion to the greatne(s of the
pailt, vilenefs, ill defert, and mifery of the finner; and
the former cannot be known, any further than the latzer
. are difcovered and feen ¢ Therefore, redeeming love
an. gocduefs can be no turther feen and celebra.ed, by
the redeemed, than they realize their i1l defegt, and the
infinite guilt and mifery from which théy are'‘redeemeds
{n the light of this only 1s feen the goodnefs and fove-
“reign grace of God to them, in their redemptior: And
in proportion to their fight and {enfe of this, will they
feel and adore the goodne{s of God to the redeemed ;
and their hearts glow with the moft fincere, {weet gratie
tude and joy, while they give al! the praife and glory
to (rod, for the ditinflion made between them, and
thofe who, in their fight, are forever unutrerably mifefs
eble ; and their enjoyment and happiness, therr love,
gratitude and praite, will rife in propoctina to their view
and fenfe of Ged's infinite, atoniling goodneis and dee
flinguihing
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fticguithing, {overeign grace to them, and all the re-
deemcd. Therefore, wiile they bch.oid the damned, i

all their iin and awtul aatery, and doomed thus to futier
without end, and this wiil be fully in their fight, 10 will
be the occafien of their nifing propnrttnnahw hich, in
their exercifes of love and praife, and n che dweorett
fenfe of redeeming love and grace : And o then will
he moft completely fulfilied the 1at words of the pros
ohet aiah ¢ ¢ And i thall come to pals, ther from one
mew moon to another, and lrom one {abtarh o anviher,

L g

fhail ali 1 b cme b worfhip befors me, fanh the Ler

And they thuil pofordh, ana ok cpon che men it
have t.anfgrciicd acaindt ae i?«_‘)r toor worm {hatl pot
cie, neither Mmail their fire be oearne ; ,r;n,‘ vhey (hal
pe an abliorring roali Sefln” i e mm s of neaven,
while chey ate worfhiping God, ihali have o ruli view
the men thal for their tantoretiions are cat ;em cudlels
burningy 5 aund rhisfight will give ?n"m meit wiear and

affedl t,:g apprehenfions of t . s:fmuc evil of fin, and
the juit deierc ot 10y and 0 this Dpht whey wil <bhor
fin and the finners; approve of (rud's ¢hreous pidge
ments 5 and f{ee am adme the tnmre gondnes and
atonifhingegrace, b) which they are r+deemed from
this infinite depth of fin and rutery ; which will ani-
mate them 1n all their wol‘ﬂnp and praies, and un-
{peakably add ra their incresfing felicity

The apuﬂ e Pdul fets the Puxuﬂ ment, cf che wicked
exaCtly in this light, Rom, i 22 230 ¢« ‘What ¢
God, willii g o here boswrath, and miahs £ vower kno Wiy
endamd W.th o el long IuBonog one v dels of wr.n..s,
fitted to deflruci un . And thai ne g bt make kicwen ie
riches of bis glory om she weflels of meeov, which he had
petore prepaied unto blur, 2 Heie mme end of God’s
fizwing, his wrath, and maring bis pewsr kuows, o
e eternal pun®hiient ot e wicked, s eepreiented to

| S

7 Q‘,}’

pra——



( 153 ) | Sed. 1V.

be, that he might make known the riches of his glory
on the veflels of mercy : That is, that he mighe, by
this means, make knowan to the redeemed, the riches of
his glorious grace, exzrcifed towards them ia their fals
vaicn.

4. Theendle(s punithment of the wicked being ale
ways in the fizht or the redcemed, will ferve to manifeft
to them, as nothing elle can, and keep conftantly in
their view, the power, dignity, worthinefs, love and
grace of the Redeemer, who was atle and will:ng to re-
deem them from fuch a ftate of {in and punaifhinent, or
infinite guilt and wretchednefs: Oy, it will make a brighe
and cternal difplay of the glorious character and infuite
waorta of the Med:ator.

They who fu pofe it would not bejuft to panih
finners witheverlalting deftruétion, orthativis inconfilten:
with the goodaefs of God to puntth them forever, make
redempron a very fmall and inconfidersble matter, 1t
is really, a:cording to this, redemrion from little or nn
evil.  Asit was nothing very gieat, to make atonement
for fins which did not defrrve infinite ewil, and which
could not b2 purithed with everlafting deltruétion, coe-
fitzar wiih the yoodnels of God ; and which his gol-
nefs obliged him to pardon, and fo make the finner hap-
py, had there been no Redeemer. For men cannot be
redeemed from evily which they ¢2 not deferve; or
which cannot be infi:&ed on them, confifiert with the
goodnefs of G:d. This {inks and hides the chara®ler ¢i
a Redcemer, and ur omce reduces redznipiion to very
lictle or nothing, Tue actual exiflence of etcrnal pu-
r:thment, in the fight ot all intelligent creatures, w:
ferve to confute theie unvorthy notions of God and o
tedemnion y and is neceflary in order to do it moft et-
fectua:ly, and to fet the Redeemer in an infinitely moore
Important and glerious light forever.  His infiaite

greatness
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greatnefs and worch, the value and precioulnels of his
bleod appear, n that by his fufferings and obedience
unto deathy, he could atona for fuch fine, and deliver
from fuch punifbment ; and merit and procure pardon and
favor for fuch infiaitely guilty, ill deferving crearures,
And the almighty power, annd wondertul condefceaninn,
love and grace of Chrilt, will appear 1y a mall aff- &‘ng
light, in his bewg able and ‘will ng 1o pluck fuch vije,
obftinate fianers trom thofe evrrlaitmg burnings ; and
will, by this pun:fhinent, b kent s fieth ranembrapce,
and cauic his glorious chare@er and wuiks 1o be more
and more known and czleb.at' d forever.

And all this will be  tavor ot the vedeemed, and
will add usfp=akably to their happn:ts; for the more
glorious Chiit 2pyears to them, the more s dignity
and worth come into their —iew, and the greater their
redemprion appears to be, and the clearer fight they
have of the love and grace of the Redz:mer, ard the
more indebted and obliged they are to him, and the
higher h= is exalted in cheir falvauon ; fo much b mmore
bappy tbey muft be ; and with proport:otiably greater
fwectnefs and juy will they forever fing, ¢ Worthy i8
the Lamb that wais flain, and has redeemed us to God
by his blood, to receive power, and riches, and wifdom,
and ftrengih, and hcnor, and gicry, aad blaling, fore
ever and ever.”

UPrON THE WHOLE, 1t appears, {rom the view we have
had of this fubjedt, fo far trom being inconfiftent with
the grorinefs of Gud o punith finners forever, that the
ends of divine goudnels are antwered by this to the high-
eft poflible degree, an as tiey could not be without it,
orin any other poffitle way 3 o that wis arerly incon.
fiftent with (ntaite ooodnely, not to punith them thus,
This eternal pun‘fhment refle@s tuch hghe on the L.
vine charadier, government and weiks, cfpuoally the

| work
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work of redemption; and makes {uch a bright difplay
of the worthinels and grandeur of the Redermi'r, and
of divine love and grace to the rederraed ; and s the oce
cafion of {> much happin=fs in hraven; and fo necei-
fary, in order to the higheft glory, and greateft in.
ceeafling felicity of God’s everlalting kingdom § thag,
fhould 1o ceale, and this fire could bz exunguithed, ic
would, i1 a great meafure, obfcure the light ot heaven,
and put an end to great part of the happinefs and giory
of the blefied, and be un ineparable detriment th G)Hd’s
eternal kingdom 5 moft contrary to izfiaite wifd -m and
grodnefs, And however great an evil the endl.fy mi«
lery of fo many mi'lions is, in itlcif confidered 5 yet, it
being not only juft, but the neceffary means of fuch in-
finite glory «nd hzpoicels to the kingdem of God 5 in
this view, ard in ¢ myparifon with this, it {inks inw no-
thing, and is wholly ab’orbed, as to the evil of it, and
loit, in the uvalpeakable glory and fekicicy, of which it
15 the accallon 3 and is, on the whole, molt defirabley
and really buscomes, ia this cunorXion, an impriant
pood, effntial to the perfc&tion of the Divine governe
m:nt, and the high. ft ¢lory and * ~rpinels of God’s eter-
nal kingdom., tow inc nflid:rate and unrealonatle
then, muft they be, who diitelieve the dotrine of end-
lefs punithiment, and oppule it, as inconfitent with in<
fisiie goodnefs. *

SECTION

* Ssme have argued from the averfion of a tender parent
or foud mother to the pain and fufferings of their chi'dren,
by b:ing caft into the fire, &= and from the delire that men
protefs to have, that sll men fhould bz (aved ; that thefe have
more goodnels, than they alcribe to God, who believe he wi'l
calt mul:itudes ot his creaturesinto everlafting buinings ; and
hence infer,that cndlefs punithmeunt is inconfiltent with infinite
g‘OOdnC“o

X 1€
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SECTION V.

" CONTAINING a Number of Queflions

and Anfwers, relating to the Dolrine of endlefs
Paunifment.

PO N the fub)-&, as it has been now (tated, the
following queries may arite in the minds of fome,
which ought to Le anfwered : And thereby the

" sruth may bc made more clear, and further confirmed.

I there were any weight or propricty in this way of arguing,

it proves that God never did, nor ever wiil infhi& amy ¢vi/ on

his creatures ; as much as it does, that he' will not punifls
them forever. It proves, for inftance, that he did not rain
fire and brimftone on the inhabitants of Sodom, and caufe
them, both old and young, to welter in ihe keeneft anguifh,
till they expired : And that he dnes not inflict thofe excruti-
sting pains and tortures on children, gnd others, which tens
der parents and friends often behold wiih the utmot averfion,
diftrefs ana anguith. And fince this way of arguing is as
much againft known falds, as it is againft endiefs punithment,
it is certainly juft as confiftent with the exiftence. of the latter,
as of the former; and therefore is not worthy of the leaft
regard. And when any one pretends to argue in this way,
Lie difecovers himfelf to be a very fhallow reafoner, or a ftranger
to uprighinefs and honefty. Had Abraham realon to think
he had more goodnefs than his Maker, becaufe he was
thocked at the propofal of deftroying the inhabitants of Sodem,
and interceded for them !

When parents in frael had a difobedient fon, they were
commanded to bring him forth into public, and witnefs
agair® him, that he might be floned to death. Deur. »xi.
18,~121. If the paren s love and tendernefls towards their
children, led them ¢o refufe to execute this law, or to look
upon it hard and cruel, and relu& at the thought of having
one of their chi'dren put to dzath in this manner; had they
reafon vo think the God of lirael fevere and cruel, or that he
Bad lels goodnefs than thenfelves ?

A beanevolent man may with and pray for the falvation of

ol
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I. Tuouvcn it be granted, thac the blefled will re-
ceive great advantage by the eternal deftru&ion of fuch
vaft numbers of the human race, and there will be un-
fpeakably more happinefs in the kingdom of God, than
could be, wers there no fuch punifhment ; yet, kow caa
it be coafiftent with gcodnefs, or even impartial jultice,
to make part of cthe human race happy, at the expenle
of the reft, and by means of their eternal mifery ?
Would it aot be much better for g/l ro be free from mi-
fery, and have a lefs and moderate (hare of happinefs ;
than for fome to be fo very miferable forever, as the
m:ansof the greater happinefs of others 2 And would
noc this be more agreeable to a benevolent, generous
mind ? Would it not much rather chufe to have a
lefs fhare of happinels ; th:n to enjoy more, at fuch a.
mazing expeale and coft of his tellow-creatures, even
their everlatting mifery. N f

Anf.

“all thofe whom he fees, or that do exift in the world, as their
falvaticn is, in itlelf confidered, defirable, and he knows not
that this is inconfitent with the general good : Bor if any one,
or a number, fhould be pointed out to him, who deferve o
perith, and he (hould koow that this was neccflary for the
glory of God, and the good of his kingdom ; he would not
3k nor defire that they thou!d be faved ; unlefs his benevolcnce
were very imperte®, When a king or judge condemus a cri-
minal to deith, and fees the fentence executed, becaufe it
is neceflary for the pubiic good ; is not this an & of gocdne(s ?
Or hall we think the tender mother, wite, or child of the
criminal, who wifhes, and, in agonies of pity, implores his
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pardon and reprieve, and cannot bear the thought of his ¢x«

ecution ; to have and fhew more benevolence and goodnels,
than the king or judge? And if thefe thou'd boalt of their
benevolence, and reprefent the wife and good judge as
inexorably cruel; they would appear to the friends cf goud

?avernment, and the public guod, jult as do the advocaies
p

r umverfa/ faivation, when they boalt of this as the Brne~

VOLENT PLAN, and reprefint the, oppefers ¢t it a ¢

— e -

uachariiabie, inhumane aad crucl,
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Anf, 1. Sincethey who fhalibe mi‘erable forevcr, do
deferve th's punifhment ; reither they, ror any other
creatute, will have any *‘eator to complain, becaule they
are thus pun.fhed, Acrdif Gou can, by exccuting juf-
tice on them, anfwer grest and importart ends to him-
fclf, his poverement snd kingdom, which could net ve
ot:tained, bet muft be foiever loft, wichout 1t ; ard can
render s ki ingdom unfpe .Lu*“ly m: i« harpy ana glo-
rivus, thanit could cthorwite de s [ rely ali true friends
to God and bis kingiom, who defire wnd fecl: the greats
eft good of the whe ie, muft be plealtd, and grculy re-
joice in it. T his leads to

A.{ 2. Since the good of which endlefs punith-
meat will be the mrars, will be fo vaftly g:car, 25 im-
menfely to avervalance the evil; fo that 1t wiil be as
nothing camp:ared with the good, every degree of evil
preducing millions of millions of degrees of good and
hip pinels ; and lhvrc would be, onthe whole, 1rifiaitely
leir goud, fhould dliis puniih.m:nt ceaie; it muft bz the
mémc and chisice of infinite ber cvoleu(:c thus to punifh,
And hat mult be a very pat i *trpem& cheéhve
getdoce's, which, 1 chis cafe. would grve up the greateft
geacral good for the fake of an w nultely lets good ta |
lome viworthy wlivivu:lz ¢ Such a o¥pofiticn s
st tue benevolence, butihe coatrary. This has been
oblcrved nclore, «nt it s ore! umed s evident, beyond
a:l p-flicle Gouot, Theretore,

Anf, 3. Thegen ou, t-e'ww.zlr'nt m’'nd, which de-
fi-esany fzeks (he preatett cood o the wheste, the glory
O God, awd tne grearetd wlory acd happ n:fs ot his
kiryeom, rult crule, ard be pealed w.th that juft,
eteinal n: fery of the wicked, whoch is fo receflary to
promete this, to the hipheft d.pree: And the greater
and miort cenercus and Luncv. leat the mind i3, the more
pealure wid it wkein fuch a plan,  Aud he only,

whoie
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who'e heart is contrated, partial and fclfith, and, con-
fequently, an enemy (0 the greatelt generai good, wiil
obj-Ct aird uppufe it |

Allw 1l alluw, there may be wifdum and goodaefs in
fubjeét:n g a perion to a great degree of deferved cvily in
order to pro:note his unipeakably greater good; fo that
the evil he fuflers, becomes the means of his imn.enfely

'§ ¢ greater happinefs forever ; ard that this is vaftly pre-

\

fecable to o fullering and milery I this cafe, theretore,
the mil ry tuffred s, on the whole, a good; it being
the n:cuflary nieans of making him unfpeakadbly more
happy, than ke coula have been, had he not fuffered,
For that which 1s tae neceflary means of fo much good,

, though dn dtfef undefirabie and evil, is, in this core

mxiyn, a real geod.

Tiiis may ferve to illuftrate the cale before us. Here
indeed, the p rlon who fuffers does aot enjoy the good
of which bis fufferings are the means; but the happy
part of the community. Nevercheleis, when we con-
fider, thac they who are milerable, fuffer jullly, and
this becomes the means of infinitely greater good to the
whole; we muft be fenfible, that, as in the cale proe
pofed, fuffering is much preferabie to no fuffering,
and, on the whole, becomes a great pood ; it muit be
fo in the calc under confideration. For the evil is, in
itfelf, no greater, froni thofe particular perfons (uffering,
and not wthers; and the good, of which thole (ufferings
are the means, i as great and defirable, as if they who
enjoy it had themfeives been the fubjects of the {uffcrs
ings, were this poffible,

II. 1T may be queried, Whether it be not undefirable,

.and muft not be confidered as an unhappinefs, that all

this pood cannot take place witnout any fufiinng ?
Wouid not this be infinitely better, and mnre agreeable,
it it were poflible ! And furely this is pofiicle with (itgd.
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I¢ it be not; muft not this be cr8fing, and the fource
of uneafinefs and regret to the ivfinitely good Being, and
tc =ll his benevol: it triends ¢ |

Anl. 1. lti: certain, that God Bath taken this me.
thod to promote the higheft gcod of the univerfe; by
ordering things fo, that a great degree of fim and fuffer.
irg fhould exift, in order to it. Infinite benevolence
fccks the greatet good of the whole ; therefore, if chis.
cuuld be eff-&ed as well, and to as great a degree,
without any fin ur fulfering, God would have prevented
the exillence of thefe : Confequently, all this fin and
mifery do take ylace, becaule they are neceffary to the
greateft good of the whole ; fo that it could not be ob.
tained in anv other way.,

All muft allow, that God will anfwer fome good end
by all the fin and milery in che woild, which could not
be 10 well anfwered w:thout them ; or confefs, that his
government and adminiftrations are imperfe@ and un.
wife. And it the evil that has aftually takea place is
defigned, and neceffary, to anfwer the moft important
and beft end ; then it may be as neceflary, for the fame
reafon, thar it fhould continue forever, to anfwer the
fame end, to the higheft degree. And that it is fo, and
the reafon of it, has been thewn above. This, therefore,
being a known fa&, cannot be difputed. And we may
hence falely conclude there is nothing undefirable and
difagreeable init; yea, we are certain chere is nor, if it
be defirable, that the greateft good of the whele fhould
take place.

Anf. 2, Infinite power is not o0 ability to cffe&t im-
pe flibles, or to make contradi@ions confiftent : For not
1o be able to do this, is no defect of power, as thefe are
not the objc&s of power, any more than feund is the ob.
Je& of fight. And there is nothing difagreeable in
this ; but on the contraty, it would be undefirable
these fhould be any fuch power, were it peflible. Lt

-~ Y -
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It is impofiible thait a creature thould be made capa-
- ble of enjoying aa infinite degree of happinefs, in a li-
mited duratios 3 goft as impoflible as it is that he
fhould be a Gadi#Nor can creatures be happy, unlefs
jome method e taken, and means ufed, to make them
-fo. Should any ome afk, Why every creature is not
made to enjoy as great a degree of happineis as his
> Creator ? And why chere are not millicns of creatures
more than there are, or cver will be ? (For Ged cannot
create fo many, that this queftion may not be afked,
Why did he not create more ?, And why they mighe
not all be thus happy, without any way being taken, cr
means ufed to mike them fo ? And whecher it will not
b eternally confidered as an unhappinefs, and matter of
grief and regret, that all this cannot be? He may be
anfwered, T hat all thefe are in their own nature abfolutely
impoffible, as they imply a contradiction ; and there-
fore not defirable ; but the contrary., For what is im-
poflible, and implies a contradiétion, is rot defirable :
And therefore this can give no uneafinefs to a perfet
mind.

And isnot this a fufficient and fatisfaltory anfwer to

the query propofed ? A Being of infinite power, wi{dem
and goodnefs, can be under no reftraint ; and the high-~
eft poffible good of the univerfe will be effeébed, by
ways and means that are moft wife and beft. Thisis
all that a perfectly good mind can with and defire,
And therefore, there can be no poflible ground of the
leat uneafinefs to fuch a mind ; but every thing is per.
feQly fuited to give it all the enjoyment and happinels
that can be defired.
- HIL. Ir it be granted, that endle{s punithment were
necelary, and would anfwer all the good ends which
have been mentioned, had there been no Mediator and
‘Redeemer ; yet, ince the Son of God has, in the hue
man
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man nature, fuffered the curfe, even that which, cond
fidering hie infinite grearnefs and dignity, is equivalent
to the eternal fufferings of men ;5 fo that God may bhe
juft, and maintain and honor his ows characker, law
and government, in pardoning and grzmmg complete
falvatioa to firners, for Chrift’s fak=: 4nJ in his fuffer-
ings may be {ven cleaily difplayed, all thof: thin.s that
have been mentioned, as ma.nkﬁ d inhe endl 3 pu.
nifhment of finners : And fince the meits of Chrilt are
as fufficient for the falvation of a//, as ot oily a part of
the human race: Since all this is true, 1t 18 queried,
Why it is neceflary, or proper, that any of mankind
fhould fuffer eternal puiifhm-nt ? Are nor ll the erds
of fuffering anfwered, in the futfirings of Chrilt 2 What
nced then is there of endlefs panithmen: ?

Asnfwer. It is granted, that the mediation and f{uf.
ferings of Chrift, have fo far an{w:red the law, and the
end of the punithment therein dencuneed againtt fin,
that God may, confiftent with his character and law,
pardon and fave every one of the human race, who be-
lieves in Chriit, being heartly cleated with his mediae
torial chera€ter and worke; as by his {ufferings for fin-
rers, the fame, and as much recard and h’mor s paid
to the divine charalter, law and gnvernment, asif they
had fuffered torever 1 Aud hf'reby are manifefted the
infinite evil of {19, and the inn~ite iil defert and milery
ot the finner; and the: wondertul love and grace «f
God, &c. And thzrefore, 1n this view and ferf>, what
Chrilt harh cone and f{utfered tor man, 1s as fufiicient
for the falvaticn of any one, as cf anothcr, ai:d tor ally
as for part of the human race,

Neverthelefs, chis does not Jay Gad under the leaft
obligation a&zally to fave all : And it ftill remains tor
his infinite witdom and yoodaels to determine this
whether all fhail be faved, or orly partof mananS

Anc
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And if but part, how great a part, and what individu-
als thall be included in that number; fo as fhall 1a the
beft ruanner, and highett degree, an{wer the ends of
redempticn, and promote the greatcﬂ g»od of the whcle,

And chough the {ufferings of Chrilt do lay a fuffi.
cient ‘oundac.on for the falvation of finners; and make
a bright and glericus difplay of thefe cruths which have
" been mentioned, relatng to the divine peifections, law,
fin, dzc. yet, the eternal fufferings of {fome of the hue
man race may be neceflary, to make and continue a ma«
nifeltation of thefe things; to the belt advantage, and fo
as to promote the greateft happinefs of the bleffed; yea,
in all reipects, as neceflary, as if Chrilt had not auﬂ’cred
neceflary, in order to complete, or fully accom; hfh
the enas ot Chrift’s fulfcrings ; fo that rcdcmptxon by
Chrift would, without this, be very imperfe; as all
the ends of divine wifdom and goodnefs could not be
ar{wered; it all were faved. And that this is really fo,
is abundantly evident, trom what has been faid con-
ceening the ends that will be anfwered by eternal pus
nithment, in the preceding feéhion, *

The luffcrmgs of Chrift are a peculiar and ftriking
maniteltation of the facrednefs of the divine law, G d’s
hatred of fin, and the nfinite evil and mahgnuy of i,
&c. A manifeftation, which could not have been (o
tully made, had not Chrift fuffired as he did. Never-
theiefs, the eternal fufferings of finners are fuited, in
many refpe@s, to inftru&t and affe® creaturss, as the
fufferings or Chirift alone could not; and the former are
nece(T:ry to be joined with the latter, that the difplay
and inftruction may be moft full and complete. Thne
fufferings ot Chrift were temparary, and foon over ; ‘ghd
though chey will never be torgotten, yet they cannot b
fo clcarly in view, as the prefent, conitant, endlefs mﬁ

) 4 ferings

* See page 15T, 152y 153, 154,
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ferings of the wicked ; and the latter will be the mears
of keeping up a more clear and frefh view of the for.
mer, than otherwife could be : And, at the fame time,
will be a conftant, eternal exhibiticn befcre their eyes,
of the infinite odioulnefs and milery of the finner, when
fin has its natural and dcferved courfe and iffue ; which
i fo neceflary, in order to a proper, full and moft affe@-
ing view of the power and worthinefs of Chrift ; the ef-
ficacy of his mediation ; the greatnefs of the falvation
by him, and his infinite love and grace in dying to fave
finners, &c. which has been particularly cenlidered
above, |

It hence appears, that the fufferings of Chrift for fin-
pers, and the abundant fufficiency or his meric for theie
falvation, render eternal punithment not_the le‘s necefe
fary, but, in all refpects, more fo; and unfpeakably
more important and ufetul, as it is neceflary to make
this falvation moft complete and glorious, and anfwers
more important ends, than it could, had there been no
falvation for finners by a Meciator,

But this may be further illuftrated by the following
particulars :

1. It all the human race were faved, it never could
be feen, as now it will be, how exceeding perverfe and
obftinate men are, in their fins. In the eternal deftruc-
tion of men, this will be fet in the moft clear and con-
vincing light. God is ufing the greateft variety of
means, with men of d:ficrent ages, nations, and capa-
citiecs, and in different and various circumftances, fuited,
in the beft manoer, to influence them, and bring them to
repentance 3 urging them by infinitely weighty argu-
ments and motives, to embrace the offered Saviour
(which, by the way, could not be, in any meafure, fo
Rrong and urgent, were there no eternal deftruction, for
the difobedicnt) and yet, in oppofition to all thefe, they

refiyl=
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cefule the offcred falvation; abufe and trample upon
divine Jove and mercy, and the Saviour himfelf, and
madly ruh on to eternal perdition. This will make a
moft bright and endlefs difcovery of the infatuation,
madnefs and malignity of {in, and the obftinacy and
vilenels of the finner; which muft have remained in a
great meafure out of fight, and never could have been
* fofully known, ard realized by the faved, were there
no awtul inflances of this, who fhall fuffer the confe-
quencesof it forever. If all did believe on Chrift, and
accept of the offered falvation, it never could have beea
{o tully known, that men were obftinate and vile enough,
to flight this falvation, and trample on Chrift, under
the greateft light and advantages; and perfeveringly
choofe eternal deftru@ion, rather than fu:mit to the
Saviour, . '

{c is of the greateft importance, that this fhould be
feen forever ; that the redeemed may have a conftant
and increafing fen{: of the nature of fin, and know how
far they were from falvation, notwithft=nding all pof-
fible means and advantages; and realize the infinite
power and grace of Chrift, in their recovery ; that they
miy give the glory to God, which is due to him, and
enj y redeerming love and grace, in it’s full extent,
{weetnefs and glory. .

2. It all were faved, the real need, and abfo'ute ne-
c:flity, of an atonement for fia, in ord:r to the falvation
of men, would not appearin fo clear a light, as it will
do, in the etercal punifhment of the impenitent.  If all
were faved, they would be in fome degree fenfible of
the need of this atonement : But it would not appear fo
clear and certa:n, thac there is no other poflible way of
falvation ; an i that ail muft have been miferabie forever,
had it not been for the atonement and redemption of
Chritt; as it now will, when all that flght and rej &

this
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this atonement, through this life, a&ually perifh forever,
without any poffible remedy.

3. If all mackind were faved, the fovereignty of divine
grace, in the falvation of men, would not be fo mani.
feft, as it now will be.

Indeed, grace or mere favor, is in i’s own nature
{ovcrcign g-ace; that is, it is excrcifed towards thofe
who have 1ot the leaft claim, or defert of it.  And the
furcher a creatuie is from any defert of the favor granted,
and (he more unworthy and ill delerving he is, and the
more he has done to provoke difpleafure and wrath, the

more foyereign is the grace.  And theretore, the more
- the creature’s il defert appears, the more the favor
granted appears t9 be mere tovereign grace ; and the
greiter maniteltation there is of the riches and glory
@' this,

But this will be made to appear, in the ftrong¢ ft light,
to the redeemed, when they behold thofe 1o evedafting
m:f~ry, as theirjuft and delerved portios, who are no
more ill deferving than themtelyes ; and know that mere
fovereign grace hath made the diftinétion ; fince, had
3 not been tor this grace, they themicives would infals
Ji"ly have run on to deftruétion, and been as fintul and
goi‘erable, as thofe who are actually lolt ; notwichftand-
ing the offcrs of falvarion made to them, and the mecang
and advantages they erjoyed.  Nothing can be better
{uited to keep this in the clearcft view forever, than this
aitual diffinflion, made by divine grace, in {uving fome,
while sthers are given over to deferved, everlalting de-
ftruction. And without this, or were all faved, the
mnifzftation of this, wiuld have been comparatively
d s, ani very imperfelt.

From this view of the matter, it appears eafy to fee
how important and neceflary ir is, that all {bould not
bc faved, in order chac the Redeemer and redemption

might
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-might appear in th=ir true grearne(s and fplendor; and
the highelt maniteftation of glorious, fovereign grace be
made in che falvation of finners; and the greateft haps
pinels of the faved promoted: Though, ac the fame
time, it is not precended, that any are able to difcern aff
sbe ends, that divine wifdom and goodnefs will anfwer,
by this difpentation. |

IV. Ir it be granted, that it is neceffary, in order to
render the work of redemption moft complete and glo-
rious, and the redesmed bhappy .to the nigheft degree,
that @/ fhhud net be faved: Yet, it is queried, Why
there thould be /o few faved ; and almoft ali mankind
loft, notwithftanding all that has been dome for the fal-
vation of men? Suyely it cannot be for the greate(t good
of the whole, to have the moft of mankind deftroyed,
and but tew have the benefit of redemption.

Anf. 1. No man is 1a any meafure able to deter-
mine what number, or what proportion of the whole,
muft be faved or loft, in order to antwer the moft im-
portant ends ; the ends that have been mentioned to be
obtained by endlefs punifhiment, and many more which
are now out of our fight. [f we knew the exaét pre-
portion between the faved and the loft ; and that che
former were few, compared wich the latter ; this would
be no more a ground of objetion againft the do&rine
of endlefs punithment, than if the proportion was direct-
ly the oth=r way, And to fuppofe, that the lefs the nune
ber of thofe that fhall be punithed is, {5 much the bet-
ter, feems to be giving up the dotrine of endlefs punifhe
meat ; and to fuppofe it would be, on the whole, beft
to have none loft. Though we are utterly incompetent
judges in this matter, infinite wildom can determine it,
without the pofiibility of a miltake. God knows what
proportion of the human race, even the exact number,
#ad what individyals, may b faved, confitent withﬁ*hc

greale
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greatefl good (f the whole; and how many muft be |
pun (hed forever, in order to anfwer the beft and moft
important ends.  And all have reafan to acquielce in his
difpof-1; and torejoice ihat it wili he determined by in-
finite wifdom and goodnels,  Arnd ali wr/ rejoice o this,
who aie fiiends 1o nghteouine(s, wifdem, and benevo-
lence; that is, triends to God, and bis uncontrollable
deniiicn.  Man has no night cr ability to judge what
is belt, in this afey or what will in fa& be the iffue,
any turther than G 'd hath revealed it 10 his werd,

Anf, 2. We nave no reafon to conclude, from the
word of God, that but few, ora very {mall part of
manrkind will be faved : Bur, from ¢hat, there is reafon
to believe, that many more of the human race will be
happy, than miferable.

It has indeed been believed by many, that the nums
ber of the redeemed will be very {mall, compared with
thofe who will perifh; parily from feveral paffages of
fcripiure; and pardy trom what has taken place in the
world hitherto ; as the church cf Chrift has been com-
parauvely very imall, and but few have appeared to
walk in the nariow way which leadeth unto life. But
when tholke fcriptures, and this fa€t e carefu'ly exa-
mined, aud compared with oiher p. v of for.puure, it
will doubtlefs appear, that no fuch tiing can be infere
red ; but the contrary,

Our Savicur fays, * Strait is the gate, and narrcw
18 the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find :t.”  And, ** Many are czali«d, but few chofen.”
And be cails his ditcples a litzle flsck,  Chrift in thefe
w:ds fpeaks of the ther preient ¢ me, and of what took
Piacesat that tme; and dues ant fay, that but few of
ma: kind, cempared with, the whole, {hall ever find the
wey e e, and be choten to falvation; or that his
chureh fhall always be « licile Sock s But he has faid

. the
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the contrary. He reprefents his church by a “ Grain
of muftard feed, which a man took and fowed in his
ficld 3 which indeed is the lealt of all feeds ; but when
it is grown, it is the greateft among herbs, and becometh
atrec; fo that the birds of the air come and lodge in
the branches thereot.” And he likens & Uato leaven,
which 2 woman took ard hid in three meatures of meal,
till the whole was leavened.” Denoting, that though
it was {mall in its beginning, it fhould incicaie and be<
come great, and fill the woild. And the fxm: rthing is
reprefented in Dantel, by a fluce cut out of the moune
tain without hands, which became a great mountain,
and flled toe whole 2a°15.  And the fame is expreffed
in the follewing words; ¢ And che kingdom and domi.
nion, and the greatnels of the kingdom uuder the whole
heaven, fhall be given to the peeple of the faints of the
Moft High. The k'nzdoms of this world are bes
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift.”
According to this, the time is coming when all nations
fhall be the fervants of Chrift, and the wotld fhall be
full of his people; agreeable to manry other prophecies
of the fame thing, too many to be recited here. ¢ And
it fhall com: to pafs in the laft days, that the mountain
of the Lord’s houfe fhall be ¢@tabhithed in the top of the
mountains, and inall be exalted above the hilis ; and
el! nations fhali flow unto it. For the earth fhall be full
of the kaowleage of the Lord, as th. wasiers cover the
fea.”

They who have attended well t9 the Bible muft be
fenfible, that the tim: is yet to come in which falvation
by Chrift thall take place, as it never has yet done: His
church fhill fizerith and Ril the world; and Satan’s
kingdam be utteriy defiroyed in the earth. And this
happy and glorious day of falvation fhail continue 4
thoufand years. In this choufand years of rezcs and

profperity
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rofperity, when the people fhall be all 1sghresit, mind
Eind will naturally propagate and muluply, as they
never yet have done, and fill the whole face ot the earthy
fo that there will be many thoufand times more living
in the world at one time, than there ever yet have bern,
It 15 eafy to thew, that in fuch a flate, many more peo-
ple wil exift in athcufand years, than have exifted be-
tore ; yea, many thoufands to one; fuppofing this
thoufand years thall be the feventh thoutand years of
the v.oild ; which fuppofition is agreeeble to fcripture.
If the gieater part that live in the preceding fix thoutand
years, do penifh; yet if all, or moft, who fhall exift
in the feventh thoufand years, fhall be faved, rhere willy
on the whole, be many moure of mankind faved, than
loft; yea, it may be, many thoufands <0 ones But as
th:s does not fo immediately affe&k \h: fubjeck we are
confidering, it is neeclefs to enlarge upen it here.

I'HE reader has now the do&rine ot endlefs punifh-
ment laid before him, s it is revealed, and abundantly
afierted in the word of God : And the juftice of this pus
pifhment, and neceflity of it, in order to anfwer the
moft imporcant purpofes ; to render the work of re-
demption moft complete and glorious, and prumote the
higheft goud and bappinefls ot the univerfe ; fo that it
18 areal good, znd neceflary part of the moft wife and
benevolend plan sy and therefore moft pleafing to infinite
goodnefs, and Left fuited to excite tae jOy and plaifc
of every oeaevolent mind, ®

* And in this light may be feen the abfurdity of that en-
thufiatic harangue ot Mr. Jersmiah Whits, who lived in the
lalt century, lately pubitheo in Bofton [fee Salvatien for ol
men. e vy 2, 3, 4.) which may well be cornfidered as the
very dregs ot the enthufialm, and religious frenzy, which took
places 1o fu great a degree, in his ¢ay, He was himfelt fo
plcaled and charmed with his {cheme of univer[al falvations

that
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that in x conceit of his own (upericr benevolence he carcfled
himlelt wich fanaic compiacence and joy, «nd then exclaims,
¢ Heis uor g chiiftian, he ig nota man, he hath pu off
the tendernels and bowels of a man, he hath loft huu.nity
ivc't, hie hath not {o much charity as Dives expreflzd i1 hell,

that cannot ery out, T'H1s 15 GOOD NEWS IF |T BE TRUE ! E

As Me. Wihite cannot aow antwer tor himicli 3 his voucha
er, who iniroduces this as an inftance of the auther’s ingee
nuity, piety and beacvolence; and all the alvocates fog
tempnrary future punithireni, in oppofition to eadlels, may
be deiired to anlwzr and clezr up the tollowing diffrzultics,
which fecm to atterad their (chome,

It bie wio has 20y Genevalence, will be p'#alcd with the
rews, b2t t!.c'e 5 no luch thing zs mdlc(x punifliment 3
wilt ke nar be glad s hear, thathiere is no future puntihment
at all? And a1l bz not be fo. ry, that there ever have bke-sr,
& il are. {5 much Gr and &ifery in the werld ; and mufl no¥
this be maiter ¢f groel to him to all eternity, whenever Le

theoks: ct it 2 And wiy molt nor the infivitely Benevoleot
Mica be inabe fame wav aff dled with thiy, to an nfinireiy
greaer t"c er?

Accorting to ihie, it vou'd be much belt, and moft pleal.
w'f () e Looeynlear, 1o have o loch thung as fin or mitery
10 l:tc;l'ﬂ-a‘- we, Wiy then iy there auy {ush ching?  How
¢ ir e noroanied fory the Hhcy Niculd taks p‘ar"c, under
the 20 ey ot sovernmant of an mimn*'y beacvo'ent Deing #

broo ety Th ;]-; cave rzhen ploce under God’s govern=
meni;, whon hie wis abe o have prevenied their ex:itence,
i ordee o aeiaer ofne good 2nd impurtant ends, wlich
¢ pot o RN caplifhed wichont tiem; fo thatitis, on the
while, bo' thev thoud oxili, 25 they hd"t. cdune ; and Wil
ATus inorhe geere pens ol peod lt wil be then alkrd,y ¥
fucih 3 -tepree oi £ wnt nnfoy as has tzken placey, und wii
take piavs o theend of the worid, and ztter ihe dhy cf judge
mezar, inoalony, thoupli cemporary punithmcat, be necetlery
o promote thie higlelt wen=ral gooty why may net endiels
puntizngnt be as necefliry, and inore fu, to prom:te th-
}ughcd voadih ¢ gaaeral g d ? Wha is able 10 fsy, who dave
fay, ivis ot ? [V any peefzmes w0 doar let them anfwer what
bzs bren faid sbove, to arove the conirary @ Aad, which g
o nore Pnportance, len dhom thow bat i i nat Jediaredin

A saied



Se3. ¥, ( 172 )

facred writ: Or let them anfwer it to their M.ker at the oAt
day.

It is further and more particularly afked, Why there wili
de any future punithment 2 What end will this great tempoe.
tary evil anfwer?

It it be anfwered, T'hat this is neceflary in order to reclsim,
and bring to repentonse, thefe who in thes life were obftinate,
and perfevered in rebellion @ it is (il 2fked, Why God does
not, by the powe ot his fpirit and grace, bring all to repen-
tance and conve:fian in this life ! He does it in fome inftype
ces ; and he is equally able 1o do it in ¢2ery inftance, and
briag ail to clole with Chnft in this worid ;' Why then does
be not doity and cffectually prevear all that dreadfu; fcene of
fin and mifery, which mult t.ke ptace in a Jonr punithment?
Such a pun‘thment has no more tendency to bring them to
rep:n:ance, than the means uled with them in this world ;
yca, 't may be m-de ev:ident, it hath not 5 much, it any;
And t: s certan no means wiil effed it, without divine ine
Quence; and God mait, by this, convert them, afier ally
and five them by the wathing of rezeneration, and the re.
newing of the f.ly Gholt, Why then is not this always
done in this lite, 1f done at all 5 and all furure punifhiment
prevented !

If it be faid, Th's future, temporary punithment is necefs
fary for God 1o (hew his wra*h againit fin, and his jullice in
punithing the finner according to his defert: And as he ean
deferve on'y a temperary punithment ; when he has fuffered
that, he will be delivered, Mr, White fays fomeching like
this, whezn he {peaks ¢t ¢¢ All the methods which God ufes
in his holy and glorious witdom »nd prudence, tn groing way
20 the entrance of i1, and thea “nflaming the anguifh of it by the
law, that he may thereby have occafion 0 glorify his wrath
azain(t ity and bis juflice 5 anA (> make tus way o ibe more glo-
zious slluflration of his grace and love sn the cofe.” ‘This excites
the followinz oblecvations and qrethions,

1. 1f fin deferves an endle’s pun:thment, then in order to
God’'s (howng his difpleafure, fo as ““to glority his wrath
ag-in( v, and his juitice,” he muft inflict fuch a punifhment,
Ta ir @k 2n infinveely lefs punithment than the finner de-
ferves, will be (o far *rom gloritying the wrath and juftice of
€30d ; that it wiil make a contrary appearance, and !002“

:
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it God hated fin infinitely lefs than he does; and that fin
does not defeive endlcls punithment; and thar juttice is fa-

g tisfied with fomething infinire:y thore of it How then can

God glorify his wrarh againtt On, and his jultice, in punith-
ing it; ualefs he infh& an endlels punithment ¢ '

If the fubjc@ of 2 king thould blafphieme him, and feck to .
ruin his whol~ kingdem ; and thie king fhou!d pumith him,
only by laying a ftinc on him of ene penry ; wou'd not the lan=

§ ¢ guage of ihis be, that hie locked on his chara®er and king-

dom to be worth no more than one penny ; and that in this
punithment was a proper expreffion of his wrath againfi the
criminal, and a glerious exercife of juftice ; this being all he
deferved : Would this be glory, or dx/grau?

Let it be proved then, that no (inner can deferve endlels pu-
mihment, betore any thiog is faid of God’s glonilying his

' Wrath and ju?lcc, by a temporary punifhment.

2. If fin deferves only a temporary punithment, then, when

1 the finner hoaL fuffered this, even as much as he deferves,

joftice is fuiiy faiisfied, and he has no more ill defert, and

) isult, in juflice, be delivered. How then dces his deliverance
y und falvaiion make a ““ more glorious iilullration of God’s

groce and love, in.the clofe,” than if the creature had never
finned, and had not becn punithed 2 Yea, Is there any grace

| and miorey manifefted in this ? Sutely no. For grace and

mercy is favor fuswed to the ill defervirg; and not doing

| what juftice rcquiress  And if the finper has [uffcced all the
i punifhiment ke deferved, fo that his guilt and ill defertis en-
4 tircly done away, and ke has no more of it than Adam had,

when he was fis@ creawed; whar need bhas hie of the atone-
ment of Chrift, and 1alvation by him, sny wmore than Adam

| had before he finned ¥ What need then was there 0i Chrift,

in order to the falvarion of all men, and what hand or glory

| will he have in the deliverance and falvation of thefe who

have (uffcred =l they deferve tor their fius ¢
Thete queftions anil obfervations arile from 1t’s being al.
lowed and faid, in order to account for the fin and mifery thae

¥ haveaftva'ly taksn piace, That Ged cou'd have prevented

th. ex.(leiice, but d:d rot, becauie they are neceflary 1o

§ an(wer good and important ends.  This 15 allowed by Mr,

White, aud n.any oihers, who deny the endicls dusaticn of
htu‘c pumﬁ.mtﬂ(.

Bug
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But there are others, who take another method to acccurt
for the istroduétion of in end conirquent mfery, and rheiy
continuauce i the worid 3 and 1o miske this confitent with
divine geodnefs, while they deny thar endicfs punlivinent is
corfifte, t with it; they fay, God could nov preven fin und
confoquent mifery, cunilent with the moerat e cricy wnia teees
dnm of man; and liziefore,'in conlrquence ©f citatuves
being made and continued ties 2gents, Bn was inroduced,
And as the methods tekon to reclaiin o an rhis lite are,
in mauy inftances, ineflctual ; they will be pumthad in the
furure fiate, till they fubmit, and obtain dzliverance,

This notion 15 fo inconfifftent with he bible, and contrary
g0 all reafon, that it 15 difficult 10'conceive, how any man
who has the ufe of thele, fthould embrace it, and reft faiige
ficd, The fcriptures reprefent God as fupreme, and infie
pitely above control, deing what he pleafes in heaven and
on earth; and having ths hearts of men ia his hands
dire®ing and tu-ning them as he plcal’s; even turne
jng them ftrom fin to holinefs, and working in them to
wii! and to do, &c. And that God does a!l this, confitent
with their freedom znd accountablenefs tor all their moral
gxerciles and conduét, And what reafonable man wou'd
chufe to have a God, who is at the control and beck of his
srgatpres, not able to give them their rights, and maintain
§1is own fupremacy; fo that he is ob'iged, in a great degree,
go give up his dominion into their bands, and fuffcr them to
antroduce thaty which he would with ali his heart prevent,
were he able ! '

But not 1o dwell on this, which is not direétly to the pre-
fent purpofe; it is now 1o be inquired, Whether this fcheme
is in any degree favorabic to the deérine of the falvation of
9?1 men.

If Ged copld not prevent fin, confitently with the freedom
of man, how can he recover men trom fin, when they have
once fallen under the dominion of it, and not infringe on
g.eir freedom { If he could not keep fin out of the yvorld,
what evidence is there, that e can clear the world of it, and
put an end to the rebellion, after it has had fuch a migity
{pread, and continued fo long ? Is it not prebabie; yea, even
fcertain, that it wiil continuc forever, hotwithvﬁmding any
:}ﬁng be can de ? Therefcre, if it be ccrtamn thaél (qud
AR | | ot
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does all he can to briny all m:n to holinefs and happinefs 3
what evinence i3 theve, tha this will ever be ¢ff Ged ¢ If
all ‘he aicens uf-d with meuw, in this woild, bz not {ufficient
Lo elay tham to repentance, $id 'iia fuppofed God ufzs the
beft mrans, and t:kes vhe belt aud mut iikey metiiods, and
does all hve can, 1o effe it ; what evid-nce is there that he
wil ever be ab'e ta scciver all men from fin, by any means
wha (oevei 2 [.ir cerrain. is it p.ohadle, that any degree or
Jeng'h of tuture punithment will be {uficieut 1o effe this,
fince all other more tikely micans tail ! This cinnot be,
And it it was ceortarn. that tuwve panithment wouid bring atl
men 0 repentance; what fecwrity can there be, that :hey
wi.l not re'apfe into fin, aud oblize their Miker (o continue
their pumithincat; and what end can their be of :his, fo
lgng as (30d cannot preve t fin, confiftent with the freedom
of his crestures! [here c# be no poflible fecurity againft fin,
and puniihiaznc withou: end, on this plan unlefs God fhould
annihiiate all the moral agen:s he has made, and fo put an
gternal end to his moral government! [s nat thie 2 poor,
miferable foundation, up-n which to build an affurance of
the eternal happinefs of all men?

Let the advocates for the faivation of all men give a fair
and fa'isfaltory anfwer to all thele queftions, and to what
has been produced againft this do&:ine in the foregoing
fheets ; and remave all thefe difhculiies from ticir {cheme,
O, if they cannot do this, let them give u) their dangerous
potion, and admit the belict of endiels punithment, and that
fcheme of divine truth, fo confitent wiiti the word of God,
and fo piain'y and abundaatly incu'caied there ; which ree
fle@s (uch glory on the Divine charater and gives a cational,
fausfactory account of :he introduction of fin aud mifery,
under the m>ft wife and happy governmen: of JEHOVAH ;
and the continuance of them forever, for the greaelt good
of the whole; and againft which, there can be no reafonas
ble objection,

SECTION
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S ECT 1 ON VL

CONTAINING Iiferences from the Dee-
trine of endlefs Puniflmert, and a prallical Im-
provement of it

L HE dadirige of endlefs purithment being thus

eltablithed frem the bely feriptures, and vindi-
cated and fupported by realon ; i tolicws, that all
tho'e du€trines, and that ex[;;crimcmal or { raétical reli-
g0, which are inconliftent with this ductrine, are falle

- and delufive.

If we were able to take a therough, comprehenfive
view of the fubje€t, and examine it wihcut any preju-
due ard datknets; it would deubtlefs be found, that
no ta.:e icheme of religioa, in daétrine or pra€tice, can
ftand this tett, and be reconciled, in all its parts, to
2bi, difirive ; bu: that all fuch fchemes do clath with i1t}
h.wever 1gnotant of it they may be who embrace them,
and attetr pr to blend this doflrine with thofe that do
really cppule it And it will appear, that srue redi-
gion, including principles and praltice, the religion of
sbe Biole, and that only, is, in every part, confiitent
with God’s punifhing the wicked fcrever; io as to bear
a triendly aipect to, and truly approve it, By this teft,
th:n, every dutiine and all hearts may be tried. |

Here many particalar dotrines, and different fchemes
of practical religion, might be brought into view, and
examined by this teft : But this w.ll 'be omitted ; and
only one general character of all falfe religion mention-
€d, and ¢1ied by thisrule: That is, felffb religion, as op-
pofed (o all difinterefted, public affi&ion. It is eafy
tc ire that feififlinets cannot be reconciled to eternal pus
nifkment, oo thot» grourd:, aud tor the reafons, afide
fruan which, or were it ot tor them, it would be une
delirabie, and not reafenavle, viz, The glory of (;od

al
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and the greatelt general gond.  As endlels punithment .
13 neceffary to promote this, God approves of it, and -
has ordained it: Bu: in this view, it is wholly oppofed
to felfithnefs : For that phays no regard to the honor of
God, or the general gnod ; but fecks only a piivate in-
tereft : And conirquenrly, all f:ifith relizion does op- !

pole endlefs punithment. And it hence appears, that

true religion conlifts in that benevolence, and that pube
lic, difinrerefted affeCtion which is implied in it, which
defires ard feeks the glory of GGod, and the greateft
public or general gocd ; fo as to fubordinate a// to
this, and be reconciled to sbar, and acquielce in it, be
it what it wil), which is bet {uited to en{wer this end ;
and oppofes every thing, fo far as it appears to be op-
pofed to this : And that every dcaree of that felfihe
nefs, which is oppoled to fuch benevolence, is oppoled .
to Gol, and all his inftitutions and ways. —j

I§. It may be hence inferred, that to believe and !
teach the falvation of all men is very dangerous and
hurtful. This appears to be o, as it 1s contrary to the
truth, (o clearly revealed in the f{acred oracies: Sincs |
every error, efpecially one fo grofs, and of fuch magnt~ °
tude, muft be darge-ous, and of an evil tendency. "

They whofe religious exarcifes, whofe love to (Ged, >
&c. have their toundation in a belief, that there 13 ao °
fuch thing as endle(s punithmsnt, and that all mankind -
fhall be happy forever; fo that the belief of the con-
trary would put an end to all their love and religion,
arc certainly in a very dangercus way, A!l their re<
ligious affe&ions, their iove, hope and joy, will perith ‘
forever, when they are made to know, that the wickad
fhall go awsy into everlating punifhment: And they
will be found enemies to the true God, and his wile
adminiftrations, and only fit to be caft into that ever-.
latting fire, And all thofe, whofe hope of future hftp-

pinels



Sed. V1. ( 178 )

pinefs is wholly founded on a beliet and confilence, that
none fhall be miferable, are in a moft dacgerous firua.
tion. Their truft and confidence will perith: Their
bope is as the fpider’s weby and fhall be as the giving
up of theghcft : This delufion now fhuts their ears, and
fortifies thern againft all warnings adapted to excite
their fears, and awaken them to fly from the wrath r0
come; and has a direét & mighty tendency to link them
down ino carelellnels, and negle€ of ali religion 5 and
to ¢ncourage them in worldly, and vicicus gratifications
and purfuics; whiie they flatter themieives, and fay,
« We hall have peace, though we walk in the imazina-
tion of cur heart, and add drunkennefs to thirit.”

. Itis fo cvident, from reafon and obieevation, that
this is true of the dcétrine, That tvere is mo punibment
for the wicked in the [uture flate: That rot only thwy
who believe their punithmert will be endliels ; buc thole
who thirk it will be tempnra-y; though it may be long
and dreadful, without hefirariun prorounce the former
a licentious, dargerousd. £irine ; * while they who hold
the larter, fay tiis has ro fuch bad tendency.

But, if dus fubye &t be properly cornfidered, it will
doubilefs apuear, that the latter hus the fame, and an e<
qually bad, and dangerous tandency, with the former,

We find that wren {iane's arc awakened toa fenfe of
their danger and the evi! cafe in which they are, fo as to
think in carneft of retermztion and embracing the gol-
pel, in order to falvatior 5 't is always under km €in-
viCtion and {en(e of exdle/s milery, as the ¢sitain conte-
quence ¢f perfitting 1o heic evil ways,  And it they
can be made to neleve there is no fuch punithment
but thai they (hali ce tainly be happy torcver, wharever

be

* It may e added, that, on this prieciple, all oaths, of
folemn appeals te Cud for 1he truth of whai man fay, whizn

alt
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be ‘h:ir charafter and conduét in this worls § this will
iemove their great attention and prefling concern; and
give thews eafe, waile ey go on in their lus.  And
every peslen, who has bewo in any degree properly ate
tentive (o his ecernal interelt, and will conlfule his own
feel ngs, mult owh, thaticis unfpeakably more dreada
fui ap 1 atarming, to think of being lott and milerabie
Foriver, acd view imfelt in the nimoft danger of it 3
than to fce himiclt 1n danger of only a tempprary pus
pilhmen:. The awakened fianer, in fearful expectation
Aa .of

are [ mcrﬂ'v in civil goverament, are perfelly ufsicts
Fo he wa iweareth ralfely has no judge or future judgment
to fear o veyard ; aad will be as napp) in the future (tate,
as he wino feareiir ataliz cath. And no degree ot untaith-
iulnafs, decet and Garighreculoefs, orindulgznce of any lut
whnever, will be tne lealt duadvantage o a man, aiter be
leaves the budv.  And vo tear ot anv evil, aiter death, can
v2Ke place, e bz the lead reftramnt frc @ p;x'(irag an end to his
can lile, or the life of ohers : But the coubiuer.l ex'pv‘htioni
ot happinels in the c:hec worid, becomes a firong inducc-
mene to var himiclfy and thofe ncarly canaect:d with hiar,
cu! of this word t..p clally, when wotidly circuw nf‘mcn
and prafpects are dv g and difagrecabie; that he may fre:
himfe.f and theoyy nom the evils of thiz Lfe.  Theretore, if
iCwwere path e that this dectrine (Moutd be realiv believed and
fp eal, wouid it ot (ap the foundaton of cwil government
mtinduace the greateft evils in human fociety, by the preva-
lence ct the unicdrgined lulls of men; put an end to =zil
sl corfujence of men 1 each ciher; and promore {uie
cid: and wurders imnumeradle ! According to this codtrine,
the grezret ey of God i the world Las the @aff 10 his
own hanis, wid whenever the indulgrncc o¢ his judz has
réndered rois bite difagreeable. ke may day the pumihing
haad of hus Viaker, and puth hindelt into pcrfes! and cndlels
happinef., in a2 mom~nt! This is vblerved, not as an argue
ment. or fram e ea/l d.five, hat the civyl puwer thou d be
cxerted 10 put 2 floo t: this 4 Strine @ But to demorfirare that
teact 12 be a grols deiufiun, whizh is pregaent wi b lust laial
eriis 10 hwwan losic vy,

o
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of deftructi n as the conlrquence of the way he has
tak:n, will exprefs the teshings of his mind, in the tol-
fowing lanpurge. “ O It che deftruction which is like
to be my porusn were not exdlefs, it waoull be rolurable
and light, compar=d with being miferable forcver. The
thougne of this ¢rninks up my (p'rir, and draws nver
my toul a heerid gloom, and fii k ny dov ey and fills
is with apguiih and Lot are, which no g elfs could
do. Lt conld belure this pumthm. nc will cver come
to an e, anl 1 be ‘orever happy, atrer all ; this would
b better thaa ten thy fand woalds o mey a.u! tura
al my torrew and eilrels 1ot prace ard §oy And
Jet luch a {ianer be perfuaded that thig 18 trye, aﬂ 19
concara,that lard Bim under oreat reltrmors before, will
fublide, and his roa averfizn to holiack, and pow.
erful, preffisyg iachnatica ty indulze his das ling lufts,
and five in G, will hold him faft in this C"‘Jri., “with a
great depree of fecur woand eafe,  And he 1s never Like
to be alarined agatn, or perhaded to alter his courle,
by ail the terrors they car preach to him, who tell him,
hie 15 in n) danger ut endlefs miiry, bur et him live
£3 he wiily he muit b eternally happy. 1

It che (laner be toid, ard is mide o believe, that
though ke live and di¢ in his *vl courles, he will be

punifhed

1 It has bean faid, That a lonp fatuie punifbment, in-
cutiny very g.oeat and terrible (ulfsinps. even il the sinner
I8 brought o repantance, s fufliciear of Gunty o redramn
men arom ther wicked enuilse ;) veay more r/f Tuay, thaa
endlels punithmanie; becaule the s s imeredibie, » o wil
Lot theretore JfF T the miad,  Baris not dles aid in oppoe
fiion to the highell realcn, and !l exvertence ! Whether
cidiels punithment does @ exceed 21l helicd,” ler him judgs
who Livg perwed the precoding ogquiry, And s exfy 1o

(os

{e=, ¢ ar e feur 31 a L wc puatihournt muit have prc.:ks
Wiy et nee ey tne 4 aeer, chae ab an gndlily one, i 08
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pumthed n the future fiate, orly till he 15 willing to re.
peaty this will be no macier of terror to huw, or have
the lealt tevdensy o relorm him; but the contrary,
to an amaz.ny degree: For he s difpofed to think
himtelt not very guwiby and il deferving 5 ana that bis
Yafty and vicious courfer e 10 a greet degree nnocent
and harm'els ; cad rhoctorey vhat his posifbmert will
not te very frreat, i)ull:i;q he has {o good an of in'en
of him'elr, thet be iz oot ihe lealt de wbt, but he fhail
be willing m Foent nn ;-d..mw voen thv prefent obe
jucts of s lutis and ou.lubs (hall Le at anend, @od he
can hive oo o e pirature and happan-fs i (e way cf
fin;, ang ciifcuontly, itis impellible w make kims
fear any lt.l.)-,)u: of paaitiment, on this pleny or even any
at ally bereuals heas conbident he fnall elcape it all, by
repenrance and  (ubmuilion to Gd. Therefore, the
thrca:n.: J’u';'.. a pucliunent, will bave no more k-

fiuace 1 t!.- dnasr, o awaken ard retorn him, than
noie Al ail 3 while he is afiared he fhali have evalal-
16§ Dagpl! ~m a.d Dl fefier 0o longer than he (hail
COmaus Gl eie 2l i, peaiEe,

How '*5 S ms of foaers heve there been, who
have quieted i fears, and ercovraged e mhlw;s to
gO 0n 1 VICLZS G 1”"‘, by prefuming, thae m their
batmoniinis ey woand routed and <y for merey, af
they did oot o it berere y ond that thiy fhouid then
flad favor wos Goo, vien they cosld emuy the ples.
fures o s e ot et ©OARG 1 v prelumnten bas pive
en fuch cocoera vt o suctiraen fin, when they
had po fecurty dhat they fhouia have opportunity o
repear, or clivrence thot God woutd then regerd theay, of
in thea 12 menenss o yihouid sy o b to: ieTCy
How nach mare eocouammemant ro icestiufoels 1 g;rvw
en t., ﬁn“ts, by ﬂﬂd"iq-g’ thvm frm‘n the wird of ©od
tral th’)’ n.aill be N SN l h”i} P A uu (h(’) a: Vi TR af
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they will, in this life; and (hat they il nee fuffer o
misute longer thao they connnne jroenitent 5 anc fhall
have as goud anc betrer Cpperainty fu Fepen ant Cry
for marce  intheother world,ibas they Lave horeyas they
wil! not have the lametemotir (*5“.3:'\35 anc 2l emnnts
to fin, por can have any pleaiure O wdvanings ..y 1, and
1t can rever be coolotenc repens ¢

This being the cae, it & o worder it is cone
fiimed bv ta@ ard exoerience,  Wanre is diic perion,
wno has been awakenod and reform:d fiem a ceurte of
fin, by bewng teld, thae if he it ot repert and relorm
in this ltie 3 thouph he mudt atrer 2l be etenalv hoppy;

=i, he ﬂ“u’d he pamfhed in the otber world, ol he
'x"vs willing to repent acd be happy 2 It is jretumed no
foch prrion is to b found, oy ¢ the rrzement he
givcn U"'\th forne Infl pres mr!w(\,mrar‘ are prooweed :
L peciaily, ficca there are fa many teitances, oo th» other
l.dc to confirm 16, Who are the prrice 5 that are moft
piea‘ed with the c.v"’lrizw clu et faly oy and for-
wardelr toembrace it ? "rh~ moit [her, virorous, benevoe
Yen: pecyile, o5 thew who are at the gzrc_‘;ﬂtﬁ cltanes trom
all thio ¢ And what 1mplm'rfw'u 3.:.- evitertly made of
v by mulirude 7 fs e pot to etz acd contirm them
p hesnvicu'eers 2 Is it nar pocularly fuited to this cor
;;u taxe U And gnesitnes promidle 1o promote, a8 fir as

o fhail foread, atorre peed thertinilm, in the pv*&uc of all
manner of vice and wi KeCn e ivery lerious, attentive
Prrf(m will eafily deciie thete g fi ros.

How can t“mz'*r frice he oo eeuhic to the gofpel,
Fep:¢ cfenied by Cheift and Je mlpired writers, as not
fuicess 1o pleafe wickeo men; bur 1o excite their difs
pleaiure and hegred ; whch 15§ very agrecable o
wicked mon and fidels row sy i thas ney will rather
rencunce e binle and rurn Dodle, then gwvelt up?
Lea, all opun eonmie; 1o the farred crackes, at they be.

ligye
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ieve s future flate, are friends to the detrine of ugj-
vertal nappioefs,

Can thar 4081 e b2 acreeahle o Chofl, or difplea.
fing o toe Cevdl winen e o pleafing t wi ked mien
1 chee worldy and hae fe o movatedt i flaen ¢ to Raiter
ac o~ them io ther ev | convies ?

N oin the hpnt of e crna! puaoiflirn~nt, we hiave a
moit atrctag fight of the awtuily Ganzerous, and ex.
tremely it rable and wretcned fiare o @' thole who
are in thar wwpenien. e, gong the broud way  that
leads o this delrudtiun : And hience learn, what tenaer
concerny,  and  bowels of compathon  ought to be
exerciled torords trem 5 and the reclonsbienels of
brirg teady and engaped to take atl poliisie pans, and
vie all proper means, that they may oz plucked ay
brands rom everlatting byrnings.

There are muny inftances of great temyporary calami-
ty an.d wretchednefs, 1o this world, which rcnder per-
fons ohj &s of moft fenlible compaflinn,  Such in-
ftances of mifery often moved the compaflica of our
b:nevolent Saviour, when he was on cacth ; and he
wrought many miracles for their rchief.  But this wiie
fery is nothing to that now in view. Al the evil that
mea ever did, or can fuff*r, 1n this woerid, brats no
prop-riioa to the evil cale of one laner, who is calt
into hell; from whence h2 cannot be delyvered, {olong -
as Cod fhall exift. This evil, indeed, is mot yet ata-
ally come upon them ; but they are in the vimoft dan-
ger of it, and wili fo.0 have it fix=d upon them lorever,
unlefs, by fome means, rhey can be recovered from
their prefent courfe,  This cafe then, ab:ve ali others,
calls for the compaiTion ef th benevolent 3 and is malt
fuited to raife it to the grewielt heirhy, and ammzie o
the moft earneft and unwraried e dvavours, 1ooreanve
and fave chem.  The compaffion of S Paul wa el

Cltea
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@ed, by fceing men in this cafe, which caufed * great
heavine!s, and continual forrcw in his heare 3’ and en.
gaged him to ¢ warn every one pight and day with
tea;s,” and made him willing to do and fuffer any
thing, ¢ 1t by amy means he might fave fume ;3 and led
him even to wifh himfelf accurfed trem Chrifty of this
mizht effe€t the falvavcon of his brethren the Jews.

Itis owing to unbelief, and great ftupsdity and fenfe-
lefTnefs, refpecting eternal punifhinent, that they who
are expofed to it, fo that nothing but the tender thread
of lite, hable to break every mirute, holds them up
from this deftructior, can make themfelves eafy, and
jeel {5 fccure; ard do not lament and weep, and turn
their lavghter inio mourning, acd their joy into heavis
nefs; and fall into the great{t cCirtrefs and horror.
‘And what but an awful degree of this fame ftupidity,
can be tae reafon, that the benevolent friends of mankind
are not more offe€ted wi bk the mifery of the wicked;
and fo lit. le moved with compafli-w. whle they are daily
furrouncied by fuch ifinively mif-r-ble ohje@s; and
are fo negligent of means, wiat m:cht be ufed ior cheir
reliet ?

Wiio can fully exprefs the unreafanablenefs and folly
of exercifing great concern and anxiety about tempural
calamities ; and akicy much patos to prevent their
coni:g cp neasr relations ard friends, or deliver them
from thofewhich are vpen th-m 5 while there is not the
Jeall concerp, nor any pains taken, (o deliver them
from infinitely greater evil, even « terral deftru@ion.

Is there rot a prear degtee of practical denial of the
doftrire uf eternal punithrient, among profefling ckhril-
tiane 3 while tkey icel and exprefs no more tender coie
cers and compallion tor finners, who are in fuch emi.
reat danper of thi: purithment, if ¢ be a reality ; and
ule 0o miuse means wreclim and fave them ? How

CUgit
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ouzht they to put on brwels of mercies and kindnefs
towards them, and treat them with the greatcll love,
tendernels and compofficn, patience and longlufiering,
while they are taking the moft likely mzthuds tor therr
belp > If Chriftrans were thorouguly attentive to this,
and did exprels cheir compaflion tor fianers, in all pros
- per ways, it would remove one argument many thnk
they have, that there is no fuch punithmen:; viz.  That
Chriftians themlclves do not appear really to believe it,
while they profels to do it : And it would tend to make
eternal m:fery mre of a reallity tothem, and to gain their
atteation, and affect their hearts. |

How unbecoming the proteliion of Chriflians is 1t, to
b2 uninoved and waztive in th's cafe! Kipecially, to
converf{e and con”uét {o as rends to p:=vent the falva-
tion ¢f others, and defiroy them forever! inlead of being
with Chrilt, and gaihering with him; they are againik
him, and downg the work of the great dellroyer of (ouls,
And hhw guilty mult the miaiters of the gcipel and
parents be; what an unbecnming and monfiroufly cruel
part do they aét, when, inftead of fatthfulnei. and bepes

volence to the {ouls immediately under their care, they
{neak andcondu&, in a manner whichtends o their eter-
adl raia, and {o brcomne their deftroyers! Thele nos
only 1avtate the dgﬂn_yfr, but their {in in deftroying
fouls forever, is, in many refpess, m\.!c‘1 MOTe 370 7a.
vaied, than nis,

IV, Tuis futie®t will be clofed with the foliows
tinge addrefs :
! Fizst, To thofe who havc been Uy [ome means
| l2d :nto a d fb lief of the duét ine of endlefs purilh-
nent; and thofe who are 1a doude about 03 and do
nat yet deiermine, whetner there will be any fuch pus
iii'hmznt or not,

if any of either of thefe, have read the ff)’;egoing
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theets, ard thull be difpofed £ill ¢o read on; they are
defired ferioufly 1o confidzr, wheiher the ded e O ee
ternal punithinenc '8 not as clearly reveaicd, aid as well
fu, purted Ly funipture and realen, as any truth what.
fever 3 and what dangercus prefamption e s 0 reject
it, wir] they can find 4 fuil and aopssaory auiver 1o
the fcriptures and argumens, ~hkich have beey adduced
in faver of it. And fuch wuft e warn:d or the dar ger
of r-je@ing this d ctrine, thiough projadice; aond a
fonc inclinasion and Cefire, inat the cun acy dutrime
fh:uid be trur.  In ths wiew, they are jnticated to
confider the jolluwir g things.

1. The Lrievres repretent tae truth there revealed,
as dtarreeable to wicked men; and thar, jor chis rea-
fon, ey are ctipolzd o aflike and oy et w, Qur
Savieur fays, ¢ Boery one that doth evil, hateth the
Lont, noather cometi to the lighe, leit his deeds
fiuld be reproveld”  Aod fuch are reprefented as
“* fay'ng to thetoeis. Seg nof; and ic'he propheis, Pro-
phety not unto usright things; fpeak unto us smooTr
THINGs, prophely decciss, cauie the holy one ot lirael
to ceale fioin beture us”  The Divine charu@er 13
d:fagrecable to them,  Therefore, 'when the prophets
prophedi=d faileiy, the degenerate pecple loved to buve
# Jo, and greedily enbraced ithe Celufion, )

You who are conf.ious you are yet ia your fins; that
your hearts and prullics are nit conformable o the
d'éta'es of reafon :0d word of Gud, cught not to con-
cluuc any ~oltrine 1o b wrong, becaufe 1t iy noo agree-
aole to yrur way of winking, and is diipicafing to
¥ uricchoaitons ans hearts,  You qufll be caudoned,
and warued ot vour dapper, in the cale betore v,
VWhar i you thoul?, vhrocgh the fioful pre'edive and
evil bias of your minde, taim your bopes of eera!
Rapprsels usea the doind conca that e <00 b
v e
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rable forever ; and when it (hali be too late, find yourleives
| mitaken, and be piunged into that very endieis mifery,
which you was perfuaded bad no exittziuce; and perhaps
| even ridiculed thofe who afferted it ! Take heed lelt thig
| awful difappoinument, titts infinite evil, co.ne upon you!

2. The firft iie that was told in this worid, was in the
words of Satan, the father of lies, te our mother Eve: *Yg
] SHALL NOT SURELY DIZ,” in order to induce her to rebel
\ f)againtt God, and ruin heifelfs  And he has been propagating
this ie and deception, among mankind, ever fiuce ; by
which men have fattered themfelves, that they fhould have
I peace, though they walked after the evil inclinations of their
owa hearts; and it has proved the ruin of multituces, And
have you not reafon to tear; yea, may you not be certain,
when it is afferied, that no man fhail perith torever, tor any
fin he can commit in this Jite, though he obflinaiely periif
in it wll death; but, notwithftanding ail poflible rebeil en,
{hail be happy torever; this is the [ame lie, revived and pro-
pagated by Satan, and thole unhappy perfons, who are taken
| in his fnare ! it certainiy looks juft like it : And are you
willing to be taken in fuch a fnare, and perifb forevei ?

3. The facred oracles reprefent wicked men as inclined
to flatter themfelves, that evil will not come upon them,
when they are upoen the brink of defirudtion. Pial x. 6.
| +¢ The wicked hath faid 10 his heart. [ fhall not be removed ;
g tor | thall never be in adverfity.” lfai. xxviii. 5. ¢ Becaule
f ye have faid, We have made a covenant with death, and
j with hell arec we at agreement; when the overflowing {courge
& thall pafs through, it thall not come unto us.” Deu, xxix. 18,
b 19, ‘¢ Left there thould be smong you a root that beareih
gall and wormwood ; and it come to pafs when ¢ heareth the
Y words of this curfs, that he ble(s himfelt in his heart, faying,
8 1,56l have peace, though 1 walk in the imagination of mire heart to
add drunkeanefs ta thirt” & Vhell, vo 3. % For when they tha:l
| tay, [Peace and [fafety; then fudden deftruion comehy
3 upon them, and they (hall not efeape.” This 1s the natural
 aitendant of fin, thus to biind and delude the finner; and
1 lead him to flatter himf(elf, that hc thall efcape the evil whicl,
g is haitening upon him.  And it you begin to lofe the fears
¥ of fature pumithment, which perhaps you once had, and 1o
§ vank, aRd grow confident, that you (il have peace and o
‘ b ciernal
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ternal life, tho’ you walk after the imagination of your own
heart, and induige every luft, have you not reafon to think
you are an inftance of this very felf-fattery nd delufion, de-
fcribed in rhe fcriptures now cited ? It this be not the very
thing, whatcan v be ? Awake, and tremble, O finner, for
verity, Thouart the man!

Ths character o1 faife prophets,in the {cripture, is, that they
fl .tter menin thair fius, and prophefly fmooth things, promif-
ing peace and lafery to men, when deftiru®ion is com'ng upon \
them : Aud, on the conrary, the true prophets declared there
was no peace to the wicked, and denounced evil and certain des
ftru®ion which was coming upon them, unlefs they repented :
And rhis recommended the tormer to the multitude; who cae
reled and fpoke weil of them ; and at the (ame time rendered®

the :arcer difagreeable,and brought upon ihem hatred and ill
trearment.

This obfervation might be i!lultrated by referring to a great \
number of pariicuiar pafl.ges ot {cripture. ~——e—meee——_The
attentive reader of the bible muft be fenfible of this,
Only the follewing will be recited now. Jer. xxiih 16, 17,
¢ Thus fai:h the Lord of haits, Hcarken not unto the words
of the prophets that prophefly unto you ; they make yeou vain.
They fay fill unto chem that defpife me, The L.ord hath
faia, 2¢ jhail have peace . And they fay unto svery ons that
walketh arter the imagination of his own heart, No ¢vil fhal;
come upon you."” Ezek, xiii. 10.  Of falfe prophets it is {aid,
¢ ['hey have (educed my people, (aying, Prace, and there
was no peace.”” Ver. 21, ¢ With lies ye have Rrengthened
the hands of the wicked, thas he thould not turn from his
wicked way, by promifing him LiFE.”

Let thofe who are now addreflcd, ferioufly confider, whe-
ther they who promite eternal happinels to you, whatever
be your chara@er in this world ; fo tha; you camnot mifs of
it by any cou:(e of fin whatever, do mot take upon them the
very chara&er which the bible gives of faife prophets : And
whether they, who, on the contrary, hold forth endle(s de-
ftru&ion, as the certain portion ct the impenitent finner ;
and thofe other do&@rines which are conneéted with this, and
are {o dilagreeable 10 wicked men in general, do not appear
in the charatter of crue piophets aond teachers. And whether,
by embeaciog tie tormer, and rejecing and hating the lat-

1cr,
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ter, you will not a& juft as thofe deluded, wicked men did,

who weie pleafed wirh the prophets who jreached peace to
i them, and hated and peifecuied thofe of the contrary cha-
racter,

Be entreated to think of this, as you value your own fouls,
and wou!d not be flattered to your etermaltuin, Thu k of i,
with an unprejudiced, honelt mind, untlyou are abie to give
a rational, fatistattory an{wer : And is it pofhible it fhould
be in the negative?

§. When all the evidence from fcripture, fupported by
realon, which has been pruiuc=d ; together with the pre-
ceding obfervations, are honeftly confidered and weighed ;
is it potlible that any one fhould be abie to ftand torth and
fay, *¢ 1 am abfolutely certain, that all mankind will be eter-
nally happy; and that he tands on a fate and fure foundation,
who has no other ground but this, 0 build his aflurance of
everlafting life upon?” It you cannot do this, & you cere
tainly cannot, unlefs your delufion be remarkablv wrong; but
mult uwn you are far from being ablo utcly cer-ain, that all
fhall be happy ; then why wiil you adhere 1o this, and trufk
in (uch an uncerrainty for falvanon, however probable you
may think the doétrine 1o be; and neglet the only way in
which yoa may be abfelutely certain, and build on the moft
fure ground? |

God hath laid in Zion a fure foundatiom, 2 tried, precious
corner tone ; and whofoever behieveth on him, fhall not be
athamed of his hope, fhall never be deftroyed. Here is the
moft perfed fecurity, efabiithed by innumerable exprels pro-
mifes, made by him who cannot lie: He who believeth on
Chrift, with that. faith which implies love and obedience to
him, fhall not perith, but have everlafting iife. How un-
reafonably do you a&; of what (.lly and madnefls are you
gui'ty, if you negleét and refufe this great and {ure falvation,
which is otfcred to you ; and you may be ablolutely (ure you
fhall have everlating lite, if you will accept of it and iruft
to that which, at moft, is no more than probable, and may
fail you, after all! '[his is negle®ing a cert2innty, tor the fake
of an uncertainty, at beit, in an 2&air of the higheft moment,
Such condu& would be thought madnels in any temporal,
worldly matter ; why then will you be guilty of it, when
your whole, your sternal intereft is depending ! Indeed thers

18
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it no probability " aat fuch folly and infatuavion will end weil
but & certanty. thar it you rake this covrfe, and neyie&t
Chrift and the ¢reat (alvation now, you cannot efcipe ever-
liting deftcu@ion, trom the prefence ot the Lord and the
glery of his power, ¢ Ncw cortider this, ye that torget Gou,
left hetcar veu in piecrs, and there b neve to deliver.”

Seconpry, This addrels turns 1o thota who protets bee
Yieve e doctrinie ot eindlels punithiment 5 and know r..ey are
not Ci if'ians 3 whno o»n themfeives to e conflantly expo-
fed 1o everlefting deftiv@ion 3 and hat this mutt be their
yostien af ibey hould die while io their prefent {tate : And
yet, are in a great meaflure fecure and eafy, whiie they are
nogic@ing the great falvation 3 and many of them go onin
open ar.d urreftiained wickednels,

Dzar, infatuzted fouls, how can you be infenfible, if
you will think imovﬂy a minute, that you arein a m.it car-
gercus, wreiched cafe, which cals for the piiy ¢t ail the bene-
vo ent, and their eainelt pravers, ard friendly endeavours tor
yout relier ? And though ail of itis kind, has hitherto had
no apparent fuccefs; yet the attempt mull te repeated; and
you are to he reproved, rebuked wud exhorted, with ail ten-
deinefs, longluffering aud doctrine, or intru@ion, it peradven-

ture (wd will give you repentance 3 and you may recover
yourfe:ves out ot the fnare of the devi!y who are tuken carn
tive by h.m at hus wi!l,  Think not them your enemies who
tell you the wruth, whatever difagrezab.e and pamful reclings
It may give you,

Bz entreated, as you love your cwn fouls, not to hea:ken
to the krziinuaeions ot thofe, who would perfuade you there is
n~ ‘uch Greadrul evil as endiefs punilhment to fear. There
are fuch, and many are greedily fwallowing the bait, and
caught raft in the fatal fnare; frem which :itis much to be
feared *hey will never be recoverrd.  Yon are nnt out of dan-
go1. Take heed to vourlelves, left you inowd beinduced 1o
believe this fatal lie, by thofe who, with al! their cunning
erattinefs, lie 1n wait to deceive, For whi'e they promiie
¥n1 peace, liberty and eternal lite,-—~—they theinieives
mut perifh forever in their own deluiicn, unleis they
r pent and  believe ¢ Chiifl, beiore tliey leave thii
word,

Attenc to theevilence ihere ir, Lom the Loly fenptores,

o
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of the certainty-a®en et panifiment 3 and think of it, till
your munds are ¢tablifhed ia the truth, and 1t becomes a

reqitev 12 you.  Be perfuzded to meditate much upon the -

dreadfulnef(s of vhis punithment.  You mav be (ure you can-

not imagin2 it to be gieater than it will be, or conceive of

the sthouisndrh part of the dreadiulnels of ir,  Think often,

yea, centtantly, how dreadful it will be o find yourfelves (A

frrever 5 plunged into perbe@, inexoreflible mifery, in abfo-

lute deipair of Celiverance, or the leat mitigaiion of punith-
m-nt ro al' e'ernizy | Nover, never, 1o have annther agreea.

bethought or ferfstion, in the midit of the mott difagrecable,

horeid evmpany: (ufferiae the mett keen diitreis and terture,

which wii! b: voured inupon you from every qu-iter, while
Y 'u koow you have ner a irtend in the univerfe to bhelp or pity

vou; andec the awty! and mett {enfible trowns and curie of
the infinite'v tenib'e Tehavah, who will live forever and ever
to punith vou; your thoughts fwiltly, and i.rifiilebly running
forward, and tixiny on eternal, endlefs duvation ; and the mare
you dwei! on this, the higher will 'your tifery and ane
guaith garife : Ai‘'re {(ame time, with the keenet remorfe, re-
fi-Qing that you have brougli® yourfe'ves to this infinitely
dreadtul end, by your own amasing folly, by conftantly,
through your whole life, rejeting the cffers of pardon and
falvarion. kindly ma<e (0 you, and urged upcn you, by the
infinite'y benevolent Saviour, Think of all -his, and ruch
more, which, by feriouvfly attending to the r-prefentation
given infcripture of turure punithment, wili naturally be
fugeefted to your mind.

Don’t torget a moment, in what an irfiaitely dangerous
firuation vou are : On the brink of the botiom'efs pit, where
are everlaiting burninge; having nothing to fecu-e you from
finking down o hell, being held out of iv, nnly by the hand
of him whafe gondnefs you are abufing, and whom you are
conftantly provaking, in a manner dreadful to think of. tho’
it can’t be fu'ly conceived, to letyou fink forever: And by
this be warned o fly trom the wra-h 1o come.

And remember, that the Lord Jefus Chrift, the mighty
glovious Redeem=r, now invites you to lock unto him, that
ycu may be faved frod this infinice'v dreadiu!, everlat..p
deRruftion, and yeou are called and commarided toreprot a:.d

come ucio him, that you may have stermal lite . And ' mufy
thereira



- Sefl. VL. ( 192 )

therefore be altogether your own inexcufable fault, if you
perifh by refufing to obey his call : And your rejeéting him,
and rhus going to hell, will neceflarily render your punifh-
ment inexpreifibly greater and more dreadful, than it would
be, if there had been no Saviour, and you never had fuch an
offer. Why then will you not mow believe on the Lord Jeius

Chrift, and be faved ?

- How fhocking is the fight of a!l openly vicious perions !
T he unrighteous and oppreilor The evil fpeaker and cone
tentious——=The adu!terer, fornicator, and ail 1ewd, obicene
petfons. The drunkard, and all liarsa Thefe fhail not inhe=
rit the kingdom ot God 3 but muft have their partin the
lake which burneth with fire and brimftone, uniefs they res
pent,

And what will beccme of all thofe who refule to pay any
regard 10 God, to religion, and divine inftitutions! Who
wholly neg'e& the bible, difregard the fabbath, and all the
ordinances ot Chinft ; who reitrain prayer, and will not call
tpon God? The Lord wili come in a day when they look
not for him, and atan hour when they think not, and will cut
them afunder, and appoint them their portion with unbelievers,
where fha!l be endlefs weeping, wailing and gnathing of 1eeth,

There are multitudes among us, and the number is in-
creafing, who not only take the facred name ot their Maker
i1 vain ; but trifle and fport with that which is above all
things dreadfu), eternal aamnation, They will not only with
damnation to others, but damn their own fouls and bodies,
or cali upon (God to damn them, many hundreds of times in
a day. Itis not probable any of thefe will read this ; but it is
earneftly to be defired, that by fcme means, thg¢ reality and
amazing dreadfulnefs of damnation might fo imprefs their
minds, as ¢ffc@ually to prevent their ever uttering another
profane curfe ; and they be made fenfible of their aftonifhing
ftupidity, impiety and wickedne(s, in thus curfing themfelves
and others ; by which they treafure up wrath againft the day
of wrath ; and by every fuch curfe add to their eternal mifery,
when their curfing will become a reality, and pour inte thur
ews bowels tike water, and inte their bomss liksoil, it their repente
ance do not prevent,

There are others, who for the fake of fome fenfual, mo-
taentary gratification, or the vain amufements and lolli:; of

this
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this life, are giving up their erernal happinefs, and plunging
themfeives into end.els dettru@ion. O, that they would ate
tend and heatken to the kind warning and advice given to
them by Caritt ! «¢ [f thy hand or foot offend thee, cut them
off ; or if thine eye offend thee (i. e. caute thee to offend o
fall) pluck it out, and caft it from thee : It is better for thee
to enter into hife halt or maimed, or with one eye, than hav-
ing two hands or two feet, or two eyes, tc be caft into hell,
into the fire thet never (hall be quenched ; where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”

How many woridly minded perfons are there, who for the
fake of the purfuit, or the poff-flion and enjoyments of this
world, are every day feilmg their fouls, and giving ther up
to be tormented forever. Let (uch confider what they are
domg, of what mcxprcmble folly and madne(s they are guilty ;

by realizing what it is to be /o, to go away into everlalting
punifhment ; and let them attend to the awakening words
of Chrift, *“ What is a2 man profired, if he (hall gain the
whole world and lofe his own foul ! Or what (hall 2 man
give in exchange itor his foul ¢’

Orthers there are, who having been reftrained from the
grofs open vices which they fee practifed by many, ad being
infenfible of the vile nature and ill defert of all fin, and i ignc-
rant of the wickednefs of their own hearts ; think they don’t
deferve to be punithed forever, and theretore are confident
they are in no danger of this dreadful evil. And others dee .
pend - 1 their prayers and fuppofed good works ; thinking
them o delerving, as to be fuflicient to fecure them from fue -
ture punithment. All the‘e would be fenfible of their miitake
and delufion, did they underand and believe what is faid of
Chritt. ¢ Neither is there faivation in any otlier : For there :
16 no other name under heaven given amo-g men, whereby
we muft be (aved,” Or did they attend to the divine law,
and let that come to their conlciences and hearts, in its true
meani s and fta&naels, curfing every one who continueth not -
va all thmgs written 2nd required therein ; for by this their
fias which are now hid trom them, would rcvxve, and all
their vain hopes forever die,

In fun, whatever be the different circumftances and cone
duct of men, in this life, if they be not nalen/?:am. they
are 13 danger of c':rml fice ; and if they die in their prefent

flaie
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ftate and charalter, will be punifhed with everlafting de-
firu@ion from the prefence ot the Lord, and the glory of his
power. For the Redeemer himfcit hath faid, and it cannot
be reverfed, but will be ver.fied in all, ¢ He that believeth
lthe gofpei) and is baptifed, thall be {aved; BUT HE THAT
BELIEVETH NO7T, SHALL BE DAMNED, A M EN,

¢« IIe that has cars to hear, let Limy hearl”

. F I N T 5§

Tbs Riader is difired to corredd the foiowiny Erriri of the Prefs,
Yage 8, lie 18, read renders.
P. 74, & 7, trom the buitum, teza not,
. 75, in the Note, 1. g, read ¢,
s 77 1o § frem bot. tor 17 rean o2,
. 85, ks 24 tr. O, 1€36 jP11305 of dewils, .
. 104, L. 21, the cumuni a4t e smpy, ihould he after i,
109, le 4, 1re b, veau fuffcient.
117y Lo 1§y tOr ary tesn an
138, L. w1, tromn bot. read thould ¢,
155. l: 2C, rcad besermngs.
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