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7 Tue reader into whofe h_ands*this book -

may chance to come, is earneftly requefted
to lend it to his neighbour; or to read

it in the ears of fuch as cannot, or will
not read for themfelves, though they may

ftand 1n great need of being made fenfi-
ble of the danger they are in.
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A PRESERVATIVE, &

CHAUP L
There are none fo bad, but 1iey may amend and be faved.

T a time when the people of J/rael were very wicks

ed, God fent the prophet Jjaiahy to fay to them,
* Come now, let us reafon together, {aith the Lotd ;
¢ though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be white as
¢ fnow ; though they be red like ciimfon, they fhall be
¢ as wool” "This is a great thing, which God Almighe
ty here promifes, but it is no more than he, on his part,
will certainly make good. Our merciful God is not on-
ly ready to forgive his finful creatures, but alfo endea=
vours, by every means, to make them fit for his forgive-
nefs : and though you be ever fo wicked, ¢ though your
¢ fins be as fcarlet, though they be red like crimfon,’
though your paft crimes have been of the deepeft dye, .
and your minds be ftained, and foul with corrupt lufts,
even as with ¢ fcarlety or ¢ crimfon y’ yet, if you will
but come now, and reafon the matter fairly with God,
and your confciences ; if you will but hearken to what
God, and your own reafon, have to fay to you, it muft
needs give a new turn to your minds, and make them as
¢ white as fnow,’ or ¢ pure as the untarnifhed wool.’

It is indeed a very hard matter, to work upon the
hearts of carelefs men, fo as to changz them from finful
to holy, Their vain and loofe imaginations are deeply
rooted in them ; they have not learnt to take pleafure in
better things ; they do not love to hear of better things s
this is their fad misfortune ; here lies the great danger of
their cafe ; for nothing can fave them, unlefs they will
mind what is faid to them ; and this they do not like to
do, becaufe their minds have not been uled to think upe
on God and-goodnefg.A As St. Paul fays, their ¢ heart
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4 A Prefervative [rom

¢ is waxed grofs, and their ears are dull of hearing, and
¢ their eyes have they clofed, left they fhould fee with
¢ their cyes, and hear with their ears, and underftand
¢ with their hearts, and fhould be convertcd,” and faved.
However, though men zre ever fo dull of hearing, there
are fsme tnings enough to ftaicle them ; which, when pro-
perly fet before their eyes, they muﬂ own the truth of;
and feel their importance. So it was, even under the old
teftament. In thofe days, if Men would but come and

rezfon together with God, in his word, it would be fure
to work a change in them for the better, making them

¢ white as fnow,’ and ¢ pure as wool.” And then how
much more awakening is the clear ]ight of the gofpel !
How much more powerful is the ¢ blood of Jefus Chrift,
° to cleanfe you from all fin ! to purify your fouls ! and
¢ make you partakers of the divine nature !” That is,
to make you like God in holinefs, having efcaped the
pollutions «f the world, through luft, The gofpel is a
¢ refiner’s fire,’ and like ¢ fuller’s foap,’ to cleanfe and
purtfy men from all their evil habits : and when your
hearts are once touched, fo that you begin to take a right
thought, vou will be led on to confider things, more
and more, every day, till, by the Grace of God, you are

brought to a fettled- ferloufnefs, and care about your fal-
vation.

C H A P. II.
How Fappy men will be, when they do truly repent.

N D now, my dear fellow- creatures, let us pleafe
ourfelves in thinking, what an happinefs it will be, -

when this comes to be the cafe; what 2 blefled thing
it mull be to fee all men thus ¢ cleanf.d,” or cured of
their fins, by the power of true godlinefs : for, in truth,
fin is the only caufe of men’s worfl fuflerings in thlS
world, as well as of their ruin in the next. If it were
not for finy, God’s creatures would never be unhappy.
50 that to cleanfe you from fin, or to recover you from

the



Criminal Offences. 3

the flavery of evil habits, is freeing you from your worft
troubles now, and the moft dreadful fuftering for ever.

C H A P L

How bappy men will be, in their own nindsy when cured
or cleanfed of their Sinsy

UR bleffed Lord fays, that his religion is the ing-
dom of God,—the kingdom of beaven upon -earth.
And fo it would truly be found, if mankind could but be
brought to live and a& under its influence. . Heaven

would then be aCtually begun among us ; it would be all
happinefs bere, becaufe we fhould be all.uf us prepaning
ourfelves, and one-anotner, for the happinefs of heaven.
- Fuft, when the power of godlinefs governs you, it
will eale you of that doubt, and dread of GGod’s difplea=
fure, which will always hang upon your minds, till fuch
time, as you find yourfelves holy, in heart and life ; and
that you are doing what good you can, as faithful fer~
vants of God fhould do. But when your hearts can
fatisfy you, that this is your cafe, then you will find
yourfelves at eafe ; you wil} be all calmnels and joy with-
in ; for, being: thus juflified by a true faith, your minds
will enjoy ¢ peace with God, through our Lord Jefus
¢ Chrift?’ becaufe, ¢ being made free from fin, and
¢ becoming fervants to God,” you are fure of ¢ forgive-
¢ nefs, for the fins that are paft,’ and having your ¢ fruit
¢ unto holinefs,” for the time to come, you may rejoicé
in the hope of everlafting life, imthe ends
Befides this, the power of true religion will root out
of your minds thofe uncaly paflions of envy, jealoufy,
malice, and hatred; and by {o doing, will prevent all:
thofe brawls and quarrels, all that evil-fpeaking and un-
dermining one another,. which we fee {o much of among
men: and then [ leave you to judge, how much more
happy your lives will be, than they are at prefent. [
need not tell you, how uneafy you have been made by,
envy and hatred, whilft you have harboured them i

A 3 }ﬁou}';‘ '




6 A Prefervative from

your breafts; how they have gnawvd and fed upon
your livers, like devouring vultures ! and you have alfo
feen, into what ftorms of furious paflion, they bieak out ;
what bitter words they produce, and fometimes what dif=
mal deeds they hurry men to commit. You muft there-
fore needs be fenfible, what a happy world this would
be, to what it now is, if men did but live under the
power of godlinefs, if their minds were but made hume-
ble, calm, and gentle, by the reforming influence of gof-
pel truths, and, through the afliftance of divine grace,
were brought to be of that meek and kind temper, which
was in the bleffed Fefus., ‘Then heaven indeed will be
begun upon earth, Then peace and good will would
zbound, and kind fervices be the delightful employment
of men towards each other ; happy in themfelves, hap+
py in one another, and rejoicing in the Lord: And
though httle miftakes may happen, (as raiftakes and dif-
t-rences will happen among fhort fighted men;) you will
Lave learnt to make a good ufe even of them ; true re.
iiviun teaches you to think the beft of others, and to
maxe al proper allowances for men's failings ; and as
for any uneafinefs, which fuch things may occalion, you
will ke made 2bundant amends, in the pleafure 1t will
be to your hearts to ¢ forgive others, as God, for-Chrift’s
¢ {zke, bath forgiven you.’

C HA P I}V,

Hsw bappy it will be for men’s bodies, when they are cured
of their fems.

N D then, as to your bodily part ; curing you of

fin would be curing you of moft, if not all tre
evils, which you labour under. How many are the bo-
dily fufterings, which men bring upon themfelves, by a
loofe and {enfual life! ¢ Who hath woe # Who hath.
¢ forrow? Who hath contentions ? Who hath b.bling ¢
¢ Who hath wounds wiihout caufe ? Who hath rednefs
¢ of eyes? They that tany long at the wine, they r.thaw
g0
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¢ go to feek mixed wine.,’~-See many a poor creature,
who hath not lived out half his days, dragging about a
walted carcafe, coughing up his entrails, and tottering
over the brink of his grave ! and though ! (fad reflection
for him !) though he kiiows, that it is all owing to his
own intemperance and wickednefs ; yet he will not put
on the refolution to leave it off | He driniks deeper and
deeper in the poifoned cup ; he continues to drink on,
though every draught he taftes haftens on his death, and
at the fame time, finks him dceper into the abyfs of
everlafting woe.—How mariy are the dreadful accidents,
which are owing to men’s drinking! Some lofe their
lives in an inftant, and are huwried drunk out of the
world, to appear in that fhameful condition before the
judge of all the earth ! Others lofe their Jimbs, and. thus
doum themliclves to drag on a wretched life ; deprived of
the comforts, which God had given them to enjoy, de-
prived of the zability of keeping themfelves, and fami-
lies, from want, and nakednefs.—See, what diftempers
men are almolt fure to bring upon themfelves, by fol=
lowing lewd women ! An awful judgment of God, in
this world, waich he hath 'wonderfully annexed to the
indulgence of unlawful defires! The impurity of the
whoremonger’s mind bieaks out upon his body in putri.
fying fores, and loathfome rottennefs 3 and his conftitu-
tion, though repaired, is often weakened by the very
cure, {o as never to recover its former ftrength, Such
are the prefent wages which men meet with in the fer-
vice of fin; inftead of health of body, and peace of
mind, inftead of profperity, honour and long life,
which God hath wifely annexed to holinefs and righe
teoulnsfs,

A‘@ GHAPQ*
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C HAUDP V.

There would be no need of prifous, and executioners, if the

poicer of religion did but prevail, 1n making men chafie,
fober, ard honefl.

UT that happinefs of prevailing godlinefs, which I

intend chiefly to fpeak of, is, that unthinking men
will be kept by it from falling into thofe crimes, which
bring them to fhame, and publick punifhment in this
world.

Wten the power of godlinefs prevails as it ought, we
fhail be in no dread of thieves or murderers. ¢ They
fhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy mountain,’
fzith the Lord. ‘The traveller will pafs unmolefted in
his | journey, and fafely bring home his honzft gains to
his cheaifui and welcoming fdmnly Our houfes will be
free from fear, and our cat ttle feed fecurely in their pafa
tures without a keeper. Honeft men will no’longer have
o-:caﬁon to form thewnfelves into focieties, for then‘ fafe-
tv agzint the wicked, 2s they have found it negeﬂ‘ary to
do of n_.lf, which is a fad proof, that the prefent times
are worle than the furmer. The whole country will not
be zlarmed, every now and then, with bue and cry, for
the purpofe «f hunting down the miferably feulking of-
fenders, itke pernicious wild beafts which cannot be fuf-
feied 10 go at large, and are fit for nothing, but to be
taken znd deflroyed. And we fhall then be delivered
from the dreadful neceffity of dragging to prifons, and to
ceath, many a one of our unhappy fellow creatures, to
the great grief of every tender- hearted perfon, who fees
or hears of the tragical fcene ; inftead of having the
pleafing fatisfaliion to fee them walking honeitly in the
fear of God : infiead of feeing them happy in themfelves,

a credit and a blefling to their families, and ufeful and
valuable members of fociety.

CHAP.
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C H AP YL

There will be no end of criminal punifbments, till men are
cured of their fenfuality and profanenefs.

E, what a-pity it is that men (hould (¢Il themfelves

for nought ! That they thould thus exchange ho-

nour for difgrace, and happinels fur mifery ! And what
a pity 1t is, that every method is not more vigoroully
tried, to put an end to fuch offences as thefe in a chrif--
tian country ! I could mention many ways, by whicli
every one may and ought to promote this withed-for
event ; but the fum of all is, ¢ to teach men to deny
¢ ungodlinefs and worldly lufts,” This is the only re.-
medy ; at leaft all others will fail without it. By en<
deavouring. to fave men’s {ouls, we fhall take the furef}:
Wway to preferve them from falling into worldly (hame
and punithment. Fo-, whilft there are fo many, who-
live without the fear of God, and are {o deplorably fube-
Jett 1o flefhly and corrupt lufts, fo long we muift expéck:
to hear of criminal offences often happening. Heére lies:
the root of all the milesies,- which poor unthinkiffg men
run themfelves into.  From hence come murders, and
robbeiies among. us, and there will be no end of tkem,.
till men-can be cured of the love of drink, of whoredom,.
of lewd and profane difcourfe. But if once men could:
be made fober, chafte and feripus in thzir behaviour ;-
there would be little need to caution them againft crimis
nal offences, DBad as men are in other refpe@s, I be-
lieve they would feldom be guilty of murdér or theft, if
they were not, in a manner forced’tq it, by their fore-
mer diffolute courfes.  As to murder, nature itlelf fhud<
ders at the thought ; and theft is a2 mean, thameful VICE, -
which I think few men would- willingly commit, il
they have biought themfelves under a-fort of neceffity of
-doing it. No! men muft be fome time. In -preparing .
themf(eives for murder or thefi,  But when you begin to
give way to fenfual lufts, there is no knowing. to what
lengths you may go. When you firft begin to find-plca-
| A g | {ure:
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fu:‘é in drinking, or lewdnefs, it may be an affiont to
warn you againft criminal offences: fo was Hazael very
angry with the prophet Elifba, for telling him what cruel
altions he would be afterwards guilty of. ¢ Am I a dog,
fays Hazael, that | fhould do fuch a thing?’ He had
no notion, that he could ever come to be fo wicked.
But alas ! it proved true as Eliffa had told him. And:
fo there may be many 2 man, who onece hath faid to
himlelf, ¢ God forbid that I fhould ever become a thief
or a murderer,’ yet, by yielding to his lufts, he-may go:
by degrees from ene thing to another, till he iinds him-
feIf faft in a prifon, almoft before he is aware. The
habit of drinking, the fort of compary which you mect
with in ale-houfes ; the conveifation which you join iny.
over your liquor ; all thefe have a fatal tendency to poi-
fon your minds, and to fill you with low and filthy no-
tions ; whilft your lufts and paflions are, at the fame
time, fet on fire by the pernicisus ¥ liquor,. which you
are ftupidly fwallowing down. Then it is, that unbri-
dled luft prevails, to bring forth fin and‘ dzath ;. then it
is, that furious rage kindles, like gunpowdeér, at the
touch, and an unlucky blow fuddenly brings on the moft
difirefcful and fatal eonfequences ; then it is, that cnv'
and revenge are let loofe, to accomplith their deadly.
deeds ; then a man grows regardlefs of fear, for the fake
of fupplying his extravagance ; and the fatal refolution is
safhly taken, which many a cne ha:h. lamented in bit-
ternefs of foul, for his whole life-time afterwaids, And
alas, when one confiders, how many fuch-drinking com-
panies theie 2re to be met with in ale-houfes, every day;

what

o~

® [call it permicicus; not only becaunfé drinking teo mmuch of itis hurts
fal; but tecanfe moft of the ale-thatis to be met with in common ale-
boufes, is mixt with fomething to meKe it firong. Witnefs the many in-
fances of tvbacco being difcovered in tie brewing tubs. The manifef}’
e=fien of thefe tricks 1s to m:zke poor men more mad or ftupid than the
firength of the walt made vfe of will do; and furely if men have any.
orudence, this will be a caution to them, how they open their mouth to
{fwallow down every poifen that falls in their way. ~— And then, as te

fsiritnous liquors, they are fcr no cther purpofe than to deftroy; infiead of
sowtifhing the body, )
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what fwearing and damning and curfing ;* What furipus
paffions and profl gate behaviour men give into, ﬁﬁe‘ |
they get together in thefe places; it is rather to bz
wondered at, that mifchief does not happen from them
oftener than it does. It is true, the mifchief may not
immediately happen ; but you are certainly making way
for it, and it will be very apt to follow one time or
other. And though there are many poor, drinking, pro-
flioate men, that never are guilty of theft, yét certain it
ir, that if there were no drunkards or whoremongers,
there would be few or no robberies or murdz:- at all, ¥
W hen the flefhly luft gets the better of your reafon, and
quenches. the feeds of grace in you, then you are entirely
governed by your beallly appetites, which lead you, as:
it were blindfold, you know not whither, Senfual indul-

A 6 gence,:

% Hiflorians boaft, that'in the reign of king Jﬁ‘:’ﬂ:l the Gredt, abcut:
siine hundred years ago, € a beautiful young damfel might have ¢arriei a
“ purfe full of gold opehly in her hand throughout the kingdom, with-
* out fear of being robbed of the money, or being injured herfelf.’
“ This is faid to be owing to the excellent regulations which were
thade in that reign. It was Alfred whe firft divided the kingdom into
counties and hundreds, for the better admin:ftration of juftice ; and he alfo
made another excellent’ regulation, of which nothing now remains except
the natne: - He inftituted tpebings, that 1s,-every ten neighbouring houfe-
keepers, with their families, were knit togethier as*in one body, under cer-
tain rules ; all being bound for the peaceable behaviour of each cther, ' By
thefe means no-:dle vagakond cculd find a thelter, becaufe no cne could:
continue within foch “fmall- d.ftriCts,- without being known and obferved ;
as each perfon in it was in a mhanner anfiverable for fuch as were permitted

tb take up their refidence among them ; anl om this, and many other ac-
counts, the number of criminal offences muit needs be leffened,

" This was cerrainly a-moft wife and excellent inftitution ; and T can fee
o reafon why it may not now be praflifed, umder fuch: regulations as the
prefent fpirit of our laws would admit of. — In a merely political view, it
would, no deubt, have fome good effett, but without the aid of religion, to
cure mea of f:pfnal lufts, it muft fall vaftly fhort of the defired fuccefs
ahd indeed the promoting of pratical religion may te one object of fuch a-
regulation, - by which it will be able to compals its ends  This"is the fal
which muft feaafon every plan, for preferving the world frdm corruption,
_ For fo long as that one cuflom of drinking prevails, as it does, nejther thig:
nor any other expedient-will ever prevent-criminal offences, If moft of the
mafters-of families; and perhaps the kead tythingman himfelf, will be guz--
2ling down -drink, fo much as moft of them do upon all cccafions, theiy”
domeftics and inferiors will not fail to imitate their exapple, and: the-cons~
fequences will be fure to followy
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gence, like a tyrannical harlot, forces you upon defpe-
rate actions to fupply her demands ; you have not refo-
Jutien, or patience to dig, and to beg you are athamed ;
good thoughts die away in you by degrees, and you
are brought, you can hardly tell how, into the com-
miffion of crimes, which once you fcorned the very
thought cf, |

Thus many a man is led on to the ruin of himfelf,
and his family ; to the lofs of all credit, and peace kere,
and perhaps his happinels for ever ; whilft hike the fil
bird, he hafleth to the {nare, little thinking that it is for
his life. The beginning of vice is fweet, at firft, to
his corrupt, unguarded tafte ; but as fure as he drinks
on, fo fure he will come to draw out the dregs of the
cup at laft, and perhaps before he is aware, he may find,
even in this world, that they are the dregs of a cup of
trembling.  And I will repeat it again, that {o long as
the love of drink, whoredom, mifufling the Lord’s-day,
and lewd taiking prevail among men, fo long as the
vanity of men’s minds leads them to run after diver-
ficns, fuch as cockings, thews, ftage piays, gaming, and
difipation of any forty, fo long we fhall hear of cri-
ininal offences, daily happening, in one part of the
country ot other ; fo long our prifons will be filling
apain, as duly as they aie emnptied, and a fad kalendar
of unhzppy criminals will come out at every affize:
and the reafon, why there hath been a greater number
of late years, than perhaps ever were betore, 1 becaufe
juxury and vain extravagznce, becaufe running afer
fhews, and pattimes of a.i kinds, and of courfe intein-
nerance and fenfuality, both amoeng the rich and poor,

ave been of late growing to a greaier height .

CHAP

w—m

T I krow that mere cosetoninels makes fome commit criminal offences 3
s St Pazd fays, © The love of money is the root of all evil; which fome
having coveted after, have erred from the faith, and have plerced them-
{-lves through with many forrows,”  And it might be well worth while
o zprly the ¢ power of godlinefs,” to this gifeafe of the mind alfo, which
>od krmows, oo maay chnfians are fubjedt to; and of the fad cfiets of

which

£
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C H A P. "VIL

The power of godlinefs to conquer the reigning Vices of
[enfualtty and profanenefs,

Have fhewn- in the former chapter, that men will

never be hindered from falling into criminal offences,
unlefs they are cured of their fenfual, and corrupt dif-
pofitions. But oh, what a difficult work is this to do!
alas! where fhall we begin? or by what mcans is it
to be fet about ! how fhall men’s hearts be come at,
fo that their fenfual inclinations may be rooted out, and
their minds turned to the purfuit of lolinefs, and heavenly
things ! how fhall this be done for men, who at prefent
have an averfion to it themfelves 7—what fhall be able
to cure the drunkard of his fondnels for idle company,
and liquor, and put him upon feeking earneftly after
that ¢ meat which endureth to eternal life ’—~—what fhall
be able to purify the heart of the fearlefs whoremonger ?
or put a ftop to that thameful cuftom of filihy talking @
— or change the blafpheming rage of the prophane
fwearer into meek civility and the fear of an oath? we
may fay with St. Paul, * who, or what is fufficient for
¢ thefe things?’ who fhatl deliver poor unthinking men
from {uch deadly habits? and when one confiders, how
deeply thele vices appear to be rivited in them, how
readily they yield to them, and how unwilling they are
to be told of them, one may almoft be tempted to de-
{pair of doing any good with them, and be ready to
fay, as we often hezr it faid, /o 1t always was, and [o 1t
always will e, But God forbid ! furely there is no need
to ufe this hopelefs, this faithlefs proverb, in a chriftian
nation. For why? though men are very hard to be
wiought upon, for their good; yet have they no fenfe?

have

which we fee too many fad inftances. But fenfuality and profanenefs daily
ruin their ¢ ten thoufands ;7 and, my brethren! let the power of . edlinefs
once pievail, to banifh thefe ruinous vices from ameng you, and the fam
power will not fail to make you honeft and blamelefs, in all manner o
conmverfation, *
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have they no underftanding lef: ¢ do they know o’
d.fference between glory end fthane, between eafe and
pain, tetween happinefs and mifery, between heaven
and nell £ have unthinking men no notion of fedr, or
hope, or gratitude, or love? is there no fpark of true
wifcom left in fuch men’s fouls, which may be flirred:
up in thcn, into a bright and holy flame ? are our un-
thinking b:ethren fo far gone in wickednefs, that they
are turned into very bruies indeed ¥ fo that they never
czn be brought ofi, from their vile lulls; and from the
vaniiy of Ihfll’ minds. INo, this 1s not the true way of-
confidering the cale.~—Why fhould we give men over
for loft, wh‘.n God never gives them over? ¢ though:
¢ their fins be as fcailet or crimfon, they may bécomie
¢ as whie as fnow,’ they may get the better of all their
bad habiis, and become holy and happy creatvres, if
they wiil but hearken to what God; and their own rea-
fon have tc fay to them, ¢ Come now, let us reafon to-
¢ gether faith the l.oid,” &c.=Yes, my dear, precious
fouls! you may every one of you become holy and
happy, if you pleafe. It is defparaging the grace and’
cocdaels of Gid, to fay, that fome men bave ohways given.

way to fenfual fq/z’.‘, and elways will : they who fay fo,.
feem not to be fenlible of the damning nature of fuch

fins; they do not confider the value of men’s (ouls, or
elfe they couid never {peak with fuch ftupid indifference
on fo melancholy a fubjedt. It fhews a firange hphtnefs:
of mind, for any one to fay, with an air of unccncern,.
that manﬁnd canrot be cured of their fleflbly buffs ; for what
is this, but faying that fome men cannot be faved from-
dampation ¢ and ch! who can bear to think, without.
the deepelt anguifh, of any one’s ¢ dwelling with ever-
¢ Jaiting burnings.” But why fhouid we defpair of mak-
ing all mankind beiter? (God hath never given them
ovei—our merciful Cieatory who made us all for the
blefled enjoyment of his cwn prefince, hath been con-
tinually ufing every wife mieans to make men boly, and:
happy, at all umes ever fince the woild began; down to
this day. And can we imagine that all this gracious

palIis
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pains fiath been thrown away? Hath (3¢d been friving
n vain with than for fo many thoufand years? cor-
tainly not~-multitudes of happy fouls in all ages, have,
no doubt, anfwéred their Creator’s care, and been pre-
ferved pure and blamelele fiom tiie corruptions of the
world. But God Almighty -hath been always endex-
vouring to fn¢reafe that bappy dumber, and to /feffen the
pumber of thofe, who are daily going in the broad way
of deftruion. It is his will ¢ that none perith, but
¢ that ALL fhould come to repentance.’~This plainly
fhews that we ought néver to defpair of making men
better; and certain it s, that the more pains God's:
fervants take in winning fouls, the more tnere will be
faved, in every age, and every nation: fo that el of
you may be recovered, to your unfpeakable comforty if
you can but be made to attend to thofe plain reafons,
and motives, by which a wife and good God is ever
perfuading you — What thefe reafons and motives are, I
fhall now lay before you; and the influence, which
they may be expelted to have upon your hearts and
fives, is what 1 mean by the POWER of GOD-
LINESS.

¢ H A P. VIL

God Almighty bath [o framed the minds of meny that
 fin is uneafy to them, becaufe it is unnatiral,

Y AM now to fec before you, whit God Almighty

hath done, to make you holy, and what great reafon
you have to be fo. And jir /1,

Do but look within yourfelves, and you will find
there the cleareft reafon, why you fhould take care to
keep yourfelves pure. You will find, that your very
conflitution and nature require it; that (GGod hath fo
" made and framed you, that unlefs you be holy and
virtuous, you cannot poflibly be happy in yourfeives,
God hath placed in your breafls reafon and confcience:
thefe tell you what is right and wrong ; they zq)plzm;ll

ail
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and enccurage you, when you alt aright ; blHI they
upbraid, taey accule, they condemn you when you do'
amifs ; and whil you continze 1o do amifs, they will:
never Jet you reit in peace, Every alt of wickednefs
throws your whole inward frame into diforder ; it makes:
you at odds with yourlelves, and nothing can fet you to
rights again, till you aie returned into the way of holi-
nefs and goodnefs, and have continued therein, far
fome long time 1 would afk any one of you, whether
you do not find this to be the cafe ¢ and then, it is the
cleareft reafon, that can be, to convince you of the
necefli:y of bolinefs 3 for you fee, that your very nature
requires it of you; you feel the obligation of it within’
yourfefves 5 you feel, thac (yod hath fo-made you, that
you muft be holy, or elle you are wretched ;5 fo that
you have a continual call to holinels and goodnefs, in:
your own minds, if you would but attend to it.

C H A P IX.

Every man’s cwn mind alfo tells bim, that God lates fin,.
and wild punifh 1t,

O U have juft now feen, that God' made and
framed you, for virtue and holinefs; and why did:

he fo? becaufe they are agreeable to him, and this too
Is what your own minds tell you. 'Fhat reafon, and:
confcience, which- God bhath placed in your breafts,.
teach you, that ¢ ke loveth rightcoufnefs,” and will re-
ward it, but that © he ha ech ail wickednefs,” and will
punifh it. The Pfalmift rightly fays, ¢ he that plan:ed
¢ the ear, fhall he not hear? he that formed. the eye,
¢ fhall he not fec 7’ and i1n-hike manncr, he that haih
placed in man a confcience of good and evil, fhall not
he reward the one, and punith the other? Here | again:
appeal to every man’s own feif. Whenever you think
{ferioufly on God, does he not appear to your minds,. as:
an holy, pure, kind, and good Being? Do not your
own minds tcll you, that fielhly Jufts are contrary to
his
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his pure nature; that giving way to finful lufts makes
you unlike God; that it fets you at odds with him,
and ‘that you can never expe’t his approbation and
favour, fo long as you are apt to fall into drinking, or
whoredom, or to indulee any of your flethly appetites?
I am fure, your;'own minds do tell you fo, whenever
you think at-all of the matter, T'his truth is deeply
engraven upon the heart of every man. It is written
within you by #be finger of God; and though you may
be {o carelefs as not to regard it, yet you cannot blot it
out. The apprehenficn that"God hateth wickednefs, is
a natural one; it is a part of a man’s feif, and no man
can alter himfelf’; you cannot undo the work of God,
who made you; a fecret dread of his difpleafure wilf
hang upen the mind of him that is impure, and hichy
in his doings; and there is no fuch thing as getting rid
of this dread, fo long as you continue to be fo. A man
may keep this inward dread to himfelf perhaps; he
may appear chearful and gay in his outward carriage 5

he may wantonly boaft of his frolicks, and glory tw
his fhame, when he gets among his loofe companions,

tco many of whom there are to keep him in counte-
nance, and to harden him and themfelives in wickednelss
but for ‘all thst, the man is never righ'ly at eafe, ail
the ‘while. ¢ In fuch laughter, the hea-t is of:en for-
¢ rowful, and the end of that mirth is heavinefs.” Such
a man may make a fhitt to appear undifturbed among
men, and nobody may know, what the real ftate of his
mind is; buat he is like a wounded bird, whofe hurt
none can (ee; he carries his grief along with him,
wherever he goes; the poifened arrow of guile fticks
faft in him, it preys upon his vitals, it eats up his {pt-
rit 5 whereas the man that lives under the tiue fear of
Gud, and walks holily, and dutifully before him, feels
his heart at perfe& eafe: this is not that falle calm,
which is owing to a want of thought; but it is a well
erounded comforr, which he hath, in Jooking carefully
into himfelf; becaufe he can do it with plealure, 1n an
humble, but joyful fenfe of God’s approbation, and

favour,
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favour.—My brethren, this inward fenfe of God's favour
or difpl.afure is a REAL THING. Nothing in the
world is more certain ; all men are agreed in it. Every
man fhews it, at ceriain times, whether he will or no.
Charge any one with a fault, and it puts his whole
frame into motion; his blood comes in his face, or elfe;
perhaps he turns pale, in an inftant; his eye wanders,,
and he cannot b:ar to lock you in the face; his voice
faulters, and perhaps his joints tremble; this fhews
that there is 2 confcien.e in every man, and that though
it be aflzep in fome, yet, whenever it is ftirred up, and
awakened, the power of it is grear, and cannot be hide
den ; the more you give yourfelves leave to confider,
the more fully you will every day, be convinced, that
this 1s the cefe ; and you will ook upon it, as a moft
ciear and forcidle reafon, why you ought to overcome
the finful lufts of the fleth, to find, that God is, as it
were, 1n your heart, to deter you from them; and to
perfuzde you to be holy, that you may pleale him, and
be happy.

C H A P. X

God invites men io confidery by Mis daily merces,

UT becaufe men’s evil habits make them thoughte

lefs of their beft interefts, and they are not apt
to walk by the l.ght of that reafon and confcience, that
¢ candle of the Lord’ which he hath placed in their
minds ; (l fay, b.caufe this firft inflance of God’s
goodnefs, in mzkirg you, is often of little ufe in di-
recting your conduct) therefore he trics another method
with you. When reafon and confcience within fail of
keeping you pure, God calls upon you, from without,
by bis providences. He hath fo difpofed the framz of
the whoie world, that under his wife all-feeing eye,
things are cuntinually happening, which may awaken
your reafon wiihin you, and put you upon thinking on
kim, whep you are in danger.of forgetting him,

"Fhe
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The mercies which you daily receive ; — the rifing
of the fun fo duly every morning; and the renewing
of the moon in her repular feafons, to give light by
night, are wonderfully calcvlated to bring, every day,
to your thoughts, the never-ceafing power and good-
nefs of our God; who made and who direlts, with fuch
great exaltnefs, thefe amazing bodies, which are feen by
the face of the whole earth, and which are fo beautiful,
fo ufetul, and fo neceflary for our prefent comfortable
habitation,.—The blefling of rain and fruitful feafons,
by which our kind Creator is continually providing for
the earth; whillt it fills you with food and gladnefs;. 18
alfo intended to infpire your hearts with gratitude, and
to keep up in you a fenfe of dutiful ob:idience to him,
whofe bountiful hand difpenfes thefe good things to you,
for your bodily ufe.—I might here mention ten thoufand
inftances of God’s continual watchfulnefs over you, and
his wife carc in providing for your health, convenience,
and comfort.~ And if you had but a true thought of
what you eat, and drink, and hear, and {mell, and fee,
every day of your lives, you would learn to confider
them all, as fo many occzfions to make you think upon
Ged, and of cou:fe, to make you mindful of pleafing
him in holinefs,

CCH A P X1

God endeavours to awaken men to confider, by fending his
gudgments in the earth.

UT fince you are apt to overlook God’s daily
mercies, becaufe they are common, and fo that
which ought to make you more thankful, makes you
more heedlels of his care for you ; thercfore in pity to
your folly, (God hath appointed that his judgments, his
affliting providences, thouid. vifit you, that his red
might teach you to remember him, when his mercies
cannot.— The thunder is provided to roar over your
heads, to awe your giddy minds into reverence for that
- ¢ glorioLs
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¢ glorious God, who maketh the thunder,’ and to fettle
It in your minds, that ¢ with him is terrible majefty.’—
And the thunderboit, by God’s appointment, as the
¢ lighting down of his arm,” fometimes proves. fatal
to your houfes, your cattle, and your lives, to enfoice
upon you the reimembrance, that your @/l is tn his hand,
and thai you have no where to flee to tor {helter, when he
directs his deltroying angel to execute his wile counfels,
~— Earthquakes, hurricanes, overflowing fhowers, fick-
Jy fealons, Icarcity of bread, hres, all the difalters which
b:long to vour prefent ftate, are wifely intended to keep
the wo:ld uwake, left men fhould go on forgetful of
God their Maker, sbufing his mercies, and plunging
themfelves into mifery and ruin.  Even death itlelf was
mercifully ordained to b, at once, the cure and the
penalty of fin ; that you might have it, as a continual
warning b:fore your eyes, not to make a wrong ufe of
als prefent world, but that you may take care to be
always ready for your great and everlalting change ;.
becaule every day thews, that none of you know how
foon 1t may happen. ;

Thus you fee, that all God’s working, his making
you at fhrtt, the mznner in which he framed all things
in the woild, and in which he direéts them ever fince,
15 all mercifully z2nd wifely contrived for your good, to
promoie your pretent welfare and everlafting bappinzis.
If you have not been ufed 1o think of this, it will not
appear to you fo plain at firft; but the more you do-
think of it, tne more you will be convinced of it every’
day, and you will come, in time, to fee and adore the
hand of (God in every thing that your eyes behold, or
that happens in the world. You will come to confider
this world, as a place into which God hath fent you,
to be hitted for heaven ; and that all things in it are fo
difpofed, as to work together for your everlafting good,
if you will but make that ufe of them which God in-
tends you thould. ¢ O that you were wife,” and then
you would hnd continual occafions for blefling and

praifing God, with awful truft and reverential love, for
what
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what you are and what you have; and in this way,
whillt you enjoy the only real happinefs of this world,

you will be preparing and ripening for the glories of the
next.

C H A P. XII.

God hath been calling upon men, by bis holy prophets, ever
fince the world began,

U T, becaufe you are very apt to overlook all thefe
£ D things ; b:caufe reafon and confcience are often
difregard<d, and even ftupified in you, by bad habits
and by evil examples : fince neither the numberlefs mer-
cies, by which God invites you, nor his judgments, by
which he would awaken you, prove always fuccefsful :
fince the ftill voice of God, fpeaking to you inwardly
in your confciences, and outwardly by his works, are
not {ufficiently attended to ; therefore h> hath exprefsly

and plainly {fpoken to you, by the mouth of holy men,
his {ervants, the prophets.

If you read the books of Genefts and Exodus, you will
there feey how God was always watching over mankind,
to keep them holy and goud ; and at a time when the
wickednels of men was grown to a great height, you are
told how he brought a flood of waters, which covered
the face of the whole earth, and drowned them all, ex:
cept Noah and his family, who were a righteous gene-
ration, whom he tavght to build an ark, or fhip, in
which they were preferved till the waters were abated.
You read aifo, how God Almighty [p:zke to the chil-
dren of Ifrael from mount Sinaiz, from amidft thunder-
ings and lightenings, and out of the midit of the fire,
which appeared to confume the mountain, though it
~burnt nothing ; and that at that time, Aufes had the ten
commandments given him, written upon two tables of
flone, with the finger of God. You may there read
al{o, the many other wonders which (3od did by Adofes,
to keep up the knowledge of himielf aniong mankind ;

¢ that
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¢ that they might keep his commandments for their good
¢ always,” And in fhort, you may read in the bible,
how. at all times, ever fince the world began, God Al-
mighty hath been ufing fuch methods, as, in his wif-
dom and goodnefs, he {aw mcft proper to keep men
holy. ‘

l}j’ut a'as, all this was not enough for perverfe men
for though many were the better for it, and we are af-
fured that there will be a very great multitude of happy
fouls, which no man can number, out of all nations,
kindreds and people, from the beginning of the world to
the end of it, who fhall come to praife (3od in heaven,
for giving them warning ; yet there were {till too many,
who were not made better by all the pains that God had
befltowed upon them. And it might melt the hardeft
heart, to Lear how tenderly their merciful Creator la-
meats over the blindnefs and ftupidity of fuch unthink-
ing creatures, ¢ Oh! that they were wile, that they
¢ underfteod this, that they would confider their latter
¢ end.”—¢ Oh! that there were fuch an heart in them,
¢ that they would fear me, and keep all my command-
¢ ments always, that it might be well with them, and
¢ with their children for ever.”—¢ Hear O heavens, and
¢ give eary, O earth, for the Loid hath fpoken. I have
¢ nourifhed and brought up children, and they have re-
¢ beiled againit me.—Abh, finfu} nation ! why fhould ye
¢ be ftricken any more }—DBut come now, let us reafon
¢ together faith the Lord ; though your fins be as {carler,
¢ they fhall be white as fnow, though they be red like
¢ crimfon, they fhall be as weol. For why will ye
¢ die, O ye houfe of Ifrae!?’

Thus does the almighty father of mercies mourn over

fuch of his poor unthinking creatures, who would by no
means be hindered from running upon their own ruin,

And though thefe things were done in the days of old ;
yet the fcripture tells us, that they were intended for
examples to us, and as fuch, that God took care to have
them written for our inftruction,

CHAP.
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CH A P, XIIL
God now calls upou us, in the. gofpel of his Son Yefus

Chrifl,

) UT does God even then give fuch men over?

What faith the fcripture, ¢ how f(hall I give thee
¢ up Ephraim 2 how fball I deliver thee /frac/ ?-—Can a
¢ woman forget her fucking child, that fhe fhould not
¢ have compaffion en the fon of her womb!” Yes, a
woman may forget her fucking child, yet will not the
Lord forget to warn and to ftrive with his difobedient
creatures, whofe fouls are ever precious in his fight, fo
long as there is any hope of bringing them:to be holy,
that they may be happy. No, my brethren.! God is
very loth to give cver the wicked for.loft. He told
them of old time, that though men’s deftrultion was of
their own feeking, yet flill he had in' ftore for them
further help.—That there was one method more to be
tried with men, when all others had, in great meafure,
failed, 'This promife is now fulfilled to us as chriftians.

+ GOD, WHO AT SUNDRY TIMES, AND IN
¢« DIFFERENT MANNERS SPAKE, IN TIME
¢« PAST, TO MANKIND, BY THE PROPHETS,
¢« HATH, IN THESE LAST DAYS, SPOKEN TO
¢« US BY HIS SON.'—¢ God fo loved the world, that
¢ he gave his only begotten Son;’ he ¢ delivered him
¢ up for us.all,” to fave us from milery and ruin, ¢ that
¢ whofoever believeth in bim,” whofoever will be a true
follower of Jefus Chrift, might not go on to ¢ perifh’ in
his fins, ¢ but’ be brought to live holily and happily, in
this prefent wo.ld, and.¢ bave,’ in the world to come,
¢ eternal life. '

Oh ! my brethrean ! Ohl that I could but bring you
to be acquainied with this ¢ glorious golpel of the Sog
¢ of God.” For if you will but lend an attentive ear t¢
what the ¢ Lord of life’ came from -heaven to teach
¢ you, he will give you an ¢ underftanding heart’ to
know the truth, and you will find it to be ¢ the

power



24 A Prefervative from

power of God unto falvation. So St. Paul calls it ;
fo he found it by experiénce, both-as to himfelf and
many othess, to whom he took luch earneft pains in
teaching it. It was able to reform thofe who were
¢ dead, as it were, °© in trelpafles and fins;” and fo
the gréeateft finner would find it, if he could be made
to take heed. If once a glimpfe of the eternal world
did but dart into your minds, through the knowledge of
Chrift ; and were you put upon enqumng, in good car-
neft, ¢ what you muft do to be f{aved ;’ you would then
be let into fuch a clear fight of things, and have fuch
wonderful and engaging truths laid open to your view,
as muft needs make your hearts melt within you, and
bring you to a renewed, holy ftate. Here you will fee
the love of God in Chrift Jefus, fo ftrongly, fo tender-
ly inviting you, by the greateft of kindnefles done to
your (ouls, that you cannot help giving up your whole
hearts to him,*to do his will, to ob:ain his deULII‘, and
to promote his glory. Oh | that I could but make you
once begin to perceive the ¢ excellency of the knowledge
of Chrift Jefus our Lord I’ you would think it the great-
eft blefling that ever befel you, Like the new chriftians,
of whom we read in the alls of the apoftles, you would
be daily praifing God for it; you would then know
what it is, like them, to ¢ eat your meat with giadnefs
and finglenefs of heart;’ and you would wifth to make
your companions as bappy as yourfelves ; you would be
pubitfhing thefe © glad udings’ to others; inftead of
talking about every vain, and trifling, and wicked fub-

je&, as you now do, you would be endeat ouring to ad-
minifter grace to the hearers. You would be telling
your friends what (zod hath done for your fouls; he-
caufe you wou'd know how to pity the condition of

thofe, wh.ofe hearts you perceive to be ﬂrangers to the
comiorts which you enjoy.

CHAP.
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CH A P XIV

o become acquainted with the gé/ﬁel, lyod mufl read the
hely feriptures.

" A ND now, my readers, I come to fet forth to you,

what this glorious gofpel of the Son of God isy—but
indeed, I am not able to fpeak of it as it deferves.
The word of God alone, can fufficiently delcribe to
you the excellency of his gofpel. If you would fully
know, what the Son of God hath done for your fouls,
you muft carefully ftudy, and pioufly meditate on the
holy feriptures, efpecially the New Teftament. There
you will find all the treafures of true wifdom and know-
Jedge, There your fouls may feaft, as with marrow
and fatnefs, whilft you read of all that the blefftd Jefus
did and taught ; of which I fhall now endeavour to give
you fome fhort account, that it may eatice you to read
it, more fully, in the holy fcriptures, yourfelves, and
draw the living water of fife, out of thofe wells of fal«
vatioa,

C H A P, XV

The miraculous works, which our Lord Jefus Chriffl wrought,
the remarkable teflimonies, which he recetved from bhea~
ven, the wonders, which happened at bis death, his
glorious refurrettion, and bis afcenfion into heaven, are

abundant proofs that God had fent him.

\HE firft thing, which I muft take notice of to
you, is, that the blefled Jefus wrought miracles,

when he came among us. He did a great number of
mighty works, which were beyond all the power of .
man to do. He made the blind to fee, and the deaf to
hear in an inftant, by a word’s fpeaking, He cured
fome, that were fick of fevers, and juft at the point of
death, without fo much as feeing them, and even when
he was yet a great way off féom them, Some were cué
IC

Wil
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red of old difeafes, by touching the hem of his garment,
He cured perfons, who were poflefled with devils, ra-
ging mad, and they became. immediately calm, and in
their right mind, He fed five thoufand people, till they
were [atisfied, with five loaves and two fmall fithes ; and
when they had done eating, there was as much, or more
Jeft, than there was at fift, In like manner, he alfo
fed four thoufand, at another time. He ftilled the ra-
ging waves of the fea, and it became calm, He alfo
raifed many to life again, after they had been dead {fome
days, and even buried. ‘Thefe, and many other works
of this_kind, our Lord was doing, every day, openly,
in the fight of all the people, who were fully convinced,

that they were done by the mighty power of God. And
to crown the whole, he arofe from the dead himfelf. He

had told his enemies, as weil as his difciples, that he
would do fo ; and zccordingly, after they had crucified
him, after they had feen him expire in agonies upon the
crofs ; after one of the foldiers had pierced his fide with
. a fpear, fo that blood and the water, which is about
the heart, came out of the wound ; after he had hung
upon the crofs for fome tume longer, and was then taken
down, dead, and, in the fight of all men, buried in a
new tomb, which was hewn in-a rock ; and though the
entrance of the tomb was fealed up, by his enemies,
2nd a guard of foldiers was fet to watch it; yet on the
third day after his death, that is, on the Sunday morn-
ing, (he being crucified on the Friday) there was a
great earthquake,—an angel came and rolled away the
ftone from the door of the fepulchre,~—and ¢ the Lord
Jefus rofe triumphantly’ from the grave to life again,
and fhewed bimfelf openly, by many infallible proofs,
eating and drinking, and converfing with his difciples,
for forty days together; during which time, he gave
them many inftruclions for preaching the gofpel ; and
then, when they were all met together, he blefled them,
and as they were looking fledfaftly on him, he was ta-
ken up into hcaven, before their eyes, and a cloud re-
ceived him cui of their fight,

S I might
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I might have mentioned before, that, when our blef~
fed Lord bewed his facred head upon the crofs;  and
gave up the ghoft, the beholders were convinced of his.
high dignity, by what happened at the time.—There
came a fudden darknefs over the whole land, for three-
hours together,. from twelve o’clock at mid-day, till
three in the afternoon,—the earth did quake,—the rocks-
were rent,~~many holy perfons arofe out of their graves,
and were feen by many in the city ; and the veil of the-
temple, that is, a large curtain which was between the
body of the temple and the Holy of Holies, was torn
afunder from the top to the bottom,

There was allo a censurion, that is, a captain, with 2
band of foldiers keeping guard at our Lord’s crucifixion 3
and when the man faw the earthquake, and the unac-
countable darknefs which happened, he could not help
confidering them, as the doings of heaven, in honour of
our fuffering Redeemer ; and when he heard the bleffcd
Jefus praying to his heavenly Father for his murderers,
faying, ¢ Father forgive them, for they know not what
¢ they do 3’ and crying with a loud voice, ¢ Father into -
¢ thy hands I commend my fpirity’ when he yielded up
the ghoft ; it had fuch an effect upon the centurion, that
though he had never regarded Chrift-before, and perhaps
had joined with the Jews in deriding him, yet now, he
could not help crying out, ¢ truly this was the Son of
¢ God.’—And every man, who confiders all thefe things
put together, muft be fatisfied in his own mind, that the
whole was of God, Every man knows, that nothing
but the power of God could do thefe miracles which
Chrift did ; and muft be convinced, that God was with
him ; the plaineft man living is as good a judge in this
matter as the wifeft ; a man that is no fcholar, can fee
and hear fuch things as thefe, and can judge of them as
well as the moft learned.—In fhort, God is now cone
vincing your eyes, and your ears, that he hath f{ent his
don among you.—You may fay to yourfelves, as the
poor blind man did, to whom our Saviour reftored his
hight 3 ¢ fince the world began, it was never heard. that

B 2 “any



58 A Prefervative from

< any one opened the eyes of one that was born blind.”
And, ¢ that if our Saviour were not of God, he could
¢ have done no fuch things.” The plaineft man can tell

this, and the jewifh do&or, Nicodemus, could do no more,
¢ Mafler, (faid he to Chrift) ¢ we know that thou art a

¢ teacher, come from (God, for none can do the works
¢ which thou doeft, except God be with him.” Not.

oaly the divine fweetnels of his temper, the heavenly
wifdom which flowed from his tongue, and the mighty

works, which we have been juft now fpeaking of, bear
witnels to him ; but alfo, when he was baptized by
Fobn, there came a voice from heaven, which faid, ¢ this-
¢ is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed.’
Afterwards, when Peter, James and Jobn, were with
Chrift in the holy mount, ©a bright cloud overfhadowed
¢ them, 2nd behold, a voice came out of the cloud,
¢ which faid, this 1s my beloved Son, in whom | am
< well pleafed.” And once, as be was preaching in the
midft of Ferufalem, and prayed, faying, ¢ Father, glori-
¢ fy thy name,’ there came a voice from heaven, faying,
¢ | have both glorified it, and I will glorify it again,”
So that now it is equal'y plain, to the learned and un-
learned, that it was God who enabled our blefled L.ord
to do what he did ; that therefore he came upon God'’s

errand, 2nd bath brought us 2 meffage fiom God, invi-
ting us to falvation,

W

C H A P. XVI.
Who the Lord Fefus Chrift is,

UT it will alfo help to make you mind this mel-
{age of God the more, if you will confider what a

great and glorious perfon the Lord Jefus Chrift is, who -
came to brirg 1t unto us.

Ovur Lord declared, ¢ that God was his Father,” and |

that he was the only begotten Son of God,’—that ¢ he

¢ had glory with the Father before the world was made,’

~— and when he came upen carth, ¢ that he proccedeg
an
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4 and came forth from God,’ and ¢ that God had fent
¢ him.’ -

St. Paul fays, that Chrift is the image of the invifible
God, ¢ the firft born of every creature; for by him
¢ were all things created, that ate in heaven and that are
in earth,~all. things were created by him, and for
himy—and he is before all things, and by him.ail
things confift,—and he is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firft-born from the
dead ; that in all things he might have the pre-emi-

nence ; for it pleafed the Father, that in him fhould
all perfeltion dwell.’ |

-

You read alfo in the epiftle to the Hcbrews, that
God hath now fpoken to us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed Lord of all things, by whom alfo he made
the worlds ; who being the brightnels of his father’s
glory, and the exprels image of his perfon, and up-
holding all things by the word of his power, when he
had himfelf purged our fins, fat down on the right
hand of the majelty on high, being made fo much
better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance ob-
¢ tained a more excellent name than they,’—even that
of the ¢ Son of God, whom all the angels of God are
¢ commanded to worfhip,’ and to whom the Father
faith, ¢ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” He

was alfo called by the prophet, ¢ IMMANUVEL,’ that is,
¢ God with us,” -

R N U " §

PO T LT o T . T . B

C H A P. XVII.

How we ought to pay atiention to the Lord Fefus.

HUS I have fhewn you, who the Lord Jefus

Chriit is. Pray think ferioufly on it, and fettle it
in your minds, that you may always remember what a
gieat and glorious perfon he is ; and then.it muft needs
induce you to obey his gofpel, Even if you had no
care about your own happinels, yet furely the authority
and dignity of this adogable meflenger, whom God hath

B 3 fenty
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fent, muft command your profound attention, and filence
every evil inclination in your fouls, that ye may hearken
to the awful meffage which he brings you from heaven.,
You may be fure, he would not have come, but upon bu-
finefs of the greateft confequence and neceflity. And in-
deed fo it was,.—He came to recover thoughtlefs and
corrupt men, from their finful, undone condition: thfs
was a great and merciful undertaking !-—It was to fave
poor unthinking, perithing fouls, from eternal damna-
tion! It was alfo a difficult undertaking ; every other

method of making men holy had, in great meafure, fail-
ed of the defired fuccefs ; and therefore, it was a work

for the Son of God himfelf to be employed in ; it was
worthy of God to interpofe, in fo pitiful 2 cafe ; and to
interpofe, as he did, in fo powerful and fo extraordinary
2 manner.—It was worthy of the blefled and almighty
Father of heaven, to fend his glorious Son from heaven,
and it was worthy the Son of God, to condefcend to the
compaffionate office ;——the undertaking was weighty in-
deed, and a greater perfon could not have been employ-
ed to execute it.—Do but think of this, chriftians, and
lay your fituation ferioufly to heart. Confider upon
what holy ground you ftand ! and take heed that ye re-
fufe pot him, that {peaketh to you from heaven.—Con-=
fider, how you deferve to fuffer the fevereft punifhments
of hell, if you are not reformed, by what God hath
done for you by his Son, Jefus Chrift.—~If many have
. defervedly perifhed, for want of holinefs, who had no-
thing but only their own reafon and conlicience, to warn
and inftru® them ;—if many have defervedly perifhed,
who, befides reafon and confcience, have alfo had holy
prophets to warn them ; what muft become of unholy
chriftians ? How much forer punifhment do you delerve,

and will certainly undergo, if, befides all the advan-
tages which other men ever had, you have alfo {o greata

Saviour as Chrift come to you, and yet you refufe to
hear him. If you tread under foot the Son of God, by
cefpifing his calls, and will not be prevailed on tobern-

1ace
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brace thofe kind offers of grace and mercy, which he
hath fealed with his precious blood.

My dear unthinking brethren ! let' me prevail upon you
to confider, where about you are. Stand ftill for 2
while ;—let us reafon together'on this great occafion.—
Confider, who it is with whom you have to do. Con-
fider, who it is that flands in the way ; that is come
from heaven, to ftop you in your prefent courfe, to leagd
you out of the road which will end in defpair and ruin,
and to bring you into the path of life. M Chrift does
not care you of -fin, who-can? If you will not hearken
to him, whom will you hearken to! God ceuld not
fend you a greater faviour,—All the angels of God war-
{hip him, for his exalted dignity and excellence ; and
furely, it muft.be the greatelt folly and madnefs for you
not to regard him, who laid afide his glory and dwelt on .
earth, in the likenefs of a man, purely to ferve you in
your greateft concerns! Who underwent the bittereft
hardfhips and fufferings, in endeavouring to fave you:
from the damnation of hell, and to bring you to be pare
takers of his happinefs, in glory everlafting !

- 'C H A P. XVIIL

Our Lord Fefus Chrift bath confirmed and enforced every
motive to holinefs, which men ever had before, and alfo:
made the fullef} difcovery of future rewards and punifb=

ments.

I T was to bring carelefs men to their right mind, that:
this drvine Saviour came from heaven to earth. His
great labour was to put men upon acling, as their own:
{fenfe and reafon ought to have taught them to do, with=
out his coming, and without his undergoing what he
did, to teach them.—¢ Why do you not (fays he) even
of yourfelves, judge, or think, that which is right.,’—
Surely you will give heed to Chrift, becaufe every thing;
that be teaches, is what your own minds and confciences-
muft approve of j=fo you will ind, when you come to-

B 4 learny
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Tearn of him. The more you think of his blefled words,
the more you will relith and admire them ;—they will
'be fweet to your fouls; and you will be convinced, by
‘experience, that it is the true happinefs of your nature,
to have his words abiding in you, guiding your wifhes
‘and dire¢ting your purfuits.—Do but lend a willing ear,
to hear what your Saviour fays to you ;—hear him with
an honeft heart, and then, I am fure, you will be drawn

to obey him, by every motive that can have. weight
with reafonable creatures,

- You will be drawn by the authority of Ged the Fa-
ther, and of his Son Jefus Chrift,—You will be drawn
by the approbation of your own reafon and confciences 3
—you will be drawn by your own interefts ;—your
arezteft, prefent, and everlafting interefts ;—you will be
‘drawn by your prefent well-being, your fafety, comfort,
peace, and credit, in this world ;—you will be drawn
Ly love and gratitude, to that kind friend who died for
vuur fakes ;—and you will be drawn by the fure and
certzin expeciation of everlafting life, or etermal damna-
tisn, which in your own minds you could not help fore.
boding, and looking for, but is now brought clearly Lo
light, by the gofpel of the Son of God.

Qur biefled Lord hath renewed and confirmed, every
teafon, every call to holinefs, which mankind ever had
before ; and hath enforced them upon your hearts, in
the moft pow:rful and winning macner. He came to
glor.fy the nzame of God among men ; that is, to cona
vince men of his power, his holinefs, and goodnefs.—
‘He was ever reminding men, that all things are ordered
and direfled by God j~—that nothing fhall happen to ur,
fiot even an hair of our heaas be loft, but according as
he fees fit to permit it ;~—that the common bleflings and
tommon 2f:&ions of life, are under his providential
eyey and that © except we repent,’ and make a proper
uie of this prefedt world, a thoufand calamities are
hanging over our heads, to chaftife us for our benefit, or
to deitroy usy, when his patience is wearied out, and he
Tees fit to Wwait no longet for our amendment,

As
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As to the next world likewife,—your own minds and-
confciences tell you, that God will reward the righteous,
and punifh the wicked, But becaufe worldly things, and
bad habits, deaden thefe natural apprehenfions of con-
{cience, therefore (our blefled Lord hath remedied this
evil,)=Chrift’s preaching hath teftored thefe apprehen
fions of reafon and conlcience, to their full authority.-
What God had before written in your minds, concern-
ing the world to come, he hath alfo written the fame
with pen and ink, and fealed it with the blood of his
Son Jefus Chrift.—If you have but eyes to fee, or ears
to hear, you are now, upon God’s authority, aflured of
‘what your own mind whifpered to you before ; you
‘know not only in. general, that ¢ it fhall be well with
¢ the righteous,” and that-the wicked fhall be punifhed ;-
but Chrift hath plainly told you, how, and in what man-
ner, this.fhall be done in the end of this world. Chrifk
hath brought life and immortality to light, and
hath alfo made death and damnation, to be without a:
covering, So that you cannot be ignorant, if you would.
You have no excufe for your {ins. Whofoever is damn-
ed, it is his own notorious fault; he hath the cleareft
‘daylight to prote€ his fleps; he knows, he fees his-
“happine(s and his danger, fo that if he falls into the pit,.
it is with his ‘eyes open, If you would but have any:
true thought, you may know, by the life you lead, and:
by what daily pafles in your own minds, what your con~-
dition will be in the next world ; you may (atisfy your=-
felves whether you belong to God or not; and you:
cannot but be fenfible of your danger, when you are in:
the way that leads to deftruction,

C H A P. XIX.
The judgment of the lafl day.

OR now you kncw, that Ged will judge the world’
by his Som “fefus Chrifl, whom he fent to fave it,
Chrift himfelf hath told you, that in the laft great day,
i B s | ¢ he
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¢ he will come in the clouds of heaven, and all the ho-
ly angels with him, and he will fit upon the throne of
his glory,—then the voice of the archangel, which is the
trump of God, fhall found, which all that are in their
graves fhall hear, and fhall come forth; the fea allo
fhall give up the dead that are therein, and they fhall all
ftand upon their feet, as an exceeding great army ; and
they too, who fhall be then alive upon the earth, fhall
be changed, in the twinkling of an eye, into new bodies,
and fhall come to judgment.—Behold | every eye fhall
fee him ! The book of accounts fhall be opened, and
every one, both great and fmall, fhall be judged, out of
tbe things which are written in the book, according to.
his works. And he fhall feparate the righteous from
among the wicked, as a fhepherd divideth his fheep from
the goats, fetting the righteous on his right hand, and
the wicked on his left.—Then he fhall pronounce to his
good and faithful fervants on his right hand, this joyful
ientence ; come ! oh delightful found ! come, ye blefled
of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, .
from the beginning of the world ; come,. and take pof-
feflion of that blefled ftate, for which I made and intend-
ed you, and of which you have fhewed yourfelves wor-
thy.—Qur Lord Jefus Chrift will then receive them to.
himfelf,—that where he is, there may allo his fervants
be,—to behold his glory which bis Father hath given
him j—and then fhall they fhine forth as the fun in the
kingdom of their Father, and his Father, with ever-
lafting joy upon all their heads,’

To the wicked he will pronounce, © depart ye curled,
into everiafting fire, prepared for the devil and his an-
sels.'—For why? Their iniquities have feparated be-
tween them and their God: fo that they can never come
to enjoy his blifsful prefence. 'They are raifed from the
orave, as well as the righteous, but alas ! theirs is the
refurre@ion of damnation, The wicked are referved to
the day of deftrullion; they fhall be brought forth
to the day of wrath; they fhall be punilhed with
ecetlafting deftrultien, from the prefence of the Lord.

They
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T hey fhall be turned into hell, where their worm dieth
not, and their fire is not quenched j~-there fhall be:
weeping and gnafhing of teeth, and they have no reft
day nor night, and the fmoke of their torments afcend-
eth up for ever and ever.

Such are the different ends of the righteous and the:
wicked, as Chrift himfelf hath laid it before you ; and
as your own minds incline you to expect. For, now,.
do but afk your own minds the queftion ; is it not fit.
and right, that holy fouls, who have been alw:ys imita-
ting the goodnefs of God, doing no harm to any, but.
all the’ good they were able to all men, and who
have been endeavouring to be as like God as they can,.
in holinefs of heart and pratice, and who have perhaps-
undergone many difficulties and hardfhips, rather than:
forfake the paths of holinefs and goodnefs, Do not.
your own minds tell you, that it is fit and right, that
they fhould be lodged fafe at laft in the arms of the di-
vine mercy and favour ! That as they have made a truc:
ufe of this world, they fhould pafs on to that everlafting:
ftate of bleflednefs, which God hath. prepared for fuch:
as are worthy of it ? |

Alfo; afk yourfelves another queftion; Is not the-
judgment of God juft againt them that do evil? Againft
men that have fo fadly contradifted the will of God,.
and not anfwered the end for which he made them {—-
Yes, your reafon-tells you, that they are unfit to entet
into the happinefs which was intended for them, and:
therefore they muft be caft into hell, which was not in-
tended for them, but for the devil and his angels only.

So that now, my. brethren, you have your natural’
fears and hopes confirmed, by the Son of God himfelf,
God and your own confciences both agree, in calling.
upon you to provide for your everlalting fafety., And’
now 1 will afk you one queftion more : Do not you wifh:
to efcape damnation, and to be everlaflingly happy? W hat
do you fay {—=Oh ! you need net anfwer. [am fure-
you do wifh to be happy in heaven, Well, then you:
will own, that you muft take the way to be happy ; and.

B O you
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you know that fin will make you miferable, What mota
need you know, to make you overcome fin ¢

But perhaps, you may not have well confidered,

what things are finful, {o 2s to have a fufficient dread of
fome vices, which you fee ofien prattifed,—Your own

cor:{cien es may tell you, that drunkennefs, whoredom,
lewd talking, and prophape curfing and fwearing, will
make vou miferable hereafier; but for fear you fhould
not hearkea to your confciences in thefe refpels, you
fhall now fee, that Chnift hath likewife taught you the
fame, and bhath alfo fhewn you the reafon, why they

who commit f{uch things, cannoct poffibly be happy In
1he world to come,

C HAUP XX

A druntard cannot be faved, and the reafon why,

O our Lorc Jefus Chrift himfelf hath declared, in
+) plain words, ¢ Take heed to yourfelves {faith he)
¢ left, at any time, your hearts be overcharged with fur-
¢ feiting, and drunkennefs, and fo that day come upon
* vou unawares. Yor if the fervant fay in his heart, my
Lord deiayeth his coming, and fhall begin to eat, and
drink, and bte drunken; his Lord will come, when he
is Dot aware, and will cut him afunder, and appoint
* him his portion with unbelievers; there thall be weep-
* ing and gnafhing of teeth.’

St. Paul, in like manner, exprefsly fays, that ¢ druns
¢ kards thzll not inherit the kingdom of God.’—And
zzain, he mentions ¢ drunkennels,’ as one of thofe
{-'ngs, which, wholoever does, fhall ¢ not inherit the
¢ kingdom of Gad.

Thus you fee, by the exprefs words of the gofpel,
¢pat one who is 2 drunkard, cannot go to heaven,—
And, my brethren ! this is no new thing, which Chrift
trings to your ears. It.is not Chrift that brought drun-
L-ennels under this dreadful fentence; for * he came, not

< to concemn the world, but to fave the world,” Out
zlcfled Lord laboured, and fhill labours, to keep you

, fiom

My o ]



- Criminal Offeneet, 37

from damnation, He mercifully warns you of your dan.
ger, that you may avoid it, He did not come to make

it harder for you to be {aved, but &indly to fhew you what
you muf? do to be faved, He came to teach you, what a
blefled place heaven is, and how holy you muft be, to

fit yourfelves for it. Drunkards would have perifhed
everleftingly, ttough our Lord Jefus Chrift had never
told us fo in his gofpel. But he came to tell us fo, that
we might avoid the danger, which he faw hanging over
the heads of diinking men. And to make us mind it
the more, he fhews the reafon why a drunkard cannot
have eternal life. Our Lord reminds you of what is
certainly very true, ¢ that whatever is born of the fle(h,
¢ is flefh 5’ that is, if you are governed by flo/b.y incli-
nations, you are flefb, and you can laft no longer than
the fleth lafls : {o that when death comes, and puts an
end to the flefh, then there’s an end of your poor flefhly
pleafure, and there is nothing but mifery to follow,
Whereas, the man that is of a /pirifval temper and in-
clination, the man that takes a pleafure in thinking and
talking of God, and heaven, and goodnefs, and that is
above indulging his flefhly appetites, he may be faid to
be fpirit, and as fuch, is fit for the {piritual and eternal
flate of future happinefs.—St. Pau! alfo often mentions

the fame reafon, ¢ The minding of the fleth ({aith be)
¢ is death; but to be fpiritually-minded, is life and
¢ peace.’—Again, * Minding the fleth is enmity againft
¢ (God ;’=it is contrary to his pure nature ; (o that, ¢ if
¢ ye live after the flefh, ye fhall die, but if through the
¢ fpirit, ye do mortify the deeds of the body, ye {hall

¢ live for ever.’ |
Now, my brethren ! if our blefled Lord had only told
you, that a drunkard cannot go to heaven, it had been
eqough, and you ought to have taken it for certain,
mereiy beczufe Chrift had told you fo ; but he hath alfo
. fhewed you the reafon of it, why it mu/ff be fo; that
“your own m:nds might be fatished of it, befides your
hearing it from Chnit’s mouth, For you muft own, that
~any perfon who is ufed to drink, 1s one that minds the
Feby becaule he drinks merely to indulge his fenfual
appette 3
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appetite ;— there lies the man’s pleafure, which is direffe-
ly centrary to that rational or jpirstual pleafure, which
1s to Jaft when the flefh is at an end : fo that a man
.mufl be changed from 'this way of going on, or elfe it is
plain, you fee, that he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God. Were only a perfon’s health, credit and for-
tune, to fuffer by this vice, it would be the utmoft folly
to give himfelf up to it. But that is not the worlt of-it;
it furely willy nay it mufiy end in his everlafting mifery
and ruin. |

And this alfo fhew$ you, what it is to be a drunkard
which is a thing of great confequence, in this cafe, Kor
you may be warned againft drunkennefs, for ever, and
you may be even convinced, that a drunkard cannot be:
faved, and yet it may have no eftet on you, becaufe
you are not {enfible, when it is that you are fo.—This
is very often the cafe. Perhaps you may not confider
yourfelves as drunkards, becaufe you are not ufed to get
very drunk : and becaufe you do not reel and ftagger,
nor have quite loft ail your fenfes ; or if this fhould be
the cafe, now and then, perhaps you may chufe to look
upon it as a mifchance, and fo not be much concerned
at it; or you may have a ftrong head to bear drink, and
{fo fancy that you are not a drunkard, though you are
ofien drinking, whenever you have an opportunity. But
now you have feen,. that this is all 2 mifluken notion.
For if you love to drink ; if you are often in drinking
company ; and if you drink more than is neceffary, for
the fupport of your bodily health, you are properly and
truly drunkards, bicaufe you drink to gratify a corrupt
luft, or to indulge that pleafure which you find, in pafl
{ing 2way your time among fuch company.

That you may not then dcceive yourfelves in this
matter, do but afk your own hearts, ¢ what it was that
induced you, at any time, to go into an ale-houle, or
into drinking comnpany, and to drink there more than a
draught or two ?* Why, you muft own, that it was
for the fake of induiging your flefhly lufts, and this it is,

. you
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you fee, that mekes you drunkards, and will fhut you
out of the kingdom of heaven. |

I do indeed expedt, that fome will kick at' this way
of talking; and, becaufe it condemns the prallice of
many in the wotld, fome {mart thing or other will be
faid, on the occafion, to raife a laugh, and then you
will be fatisfied to go on in the old way, becaufe you
like it.-——But, my brethren! I have fhewed you what
Chrift himfelf fays; you fee how agreeable it is to the
reafon of the thing; and then all 1 have to fay is this :
¢ take heed for your own fakes, that you do not deceive
¢ yourfelves.’ — Remember, that your falvation is at
ftake, therefore confider the matter fairly. Deal honeft-
ly with yourfelves, and then I make no doubt, but you
will fee it as [ have endeavourcd to fet it forth, and you
will be careful to refrain from thofe unneceflary, deadly
draughts, which poifon the foul, and if continued, will
afluredly drown it in the lake, which burneth with fire
and brimftone for ever,

€ H A P. XXL
The whoremafler cannct be faved, and the reafaﬁrz why,

UR blefled Lord reminds you of this reafonable
truth, that ¢ none can fee God, but the pure in
¢ heart.” He likewile fays, what you will own to be
true, that adultery and fornication fpring from an heart,
¢ that is unclean and filthy ;” and therefore, that every
man muft needs put away all {uch defires and praélices
from him, let it coft him what pains it will in doing it,
or elfe his whole body will be cait into hell. Agreeably
to this, our Lecrd alfo fays, that ¢ wholoever looketh
¢ upon a woman to luft after her,’ that is, whofoever
indulges the luftful inclination in his mind, it is the fame
~ as cammitting the crime itfelf, becaufe the heart is theree
by defiled, and he is made unfit to fee God in glory,
The apolties often fay the fame thing ; ¢ whoremongers
¢ and adulterers, God will judge,’==*This we know, that

O
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t no whoremonger nor unclean perfon, hath any iphes
¢ ritance in the kingdom of God and of Chrift.” And
again, © fornicators and adulterers fholl not inberst the
¢ iingdom of God.' St. Peter alfo gives the fame reafon
for it as our Lord does ; ¢ | beleech you, brethren, that
¢ you abftain fiom delbly lufts, becaule they war againit
¢ the foul,’—becaufe they wound, they defle, they de-
firov the foul ; they ruin the immortal part of man ; the
foul muit be wretched, it cannot enter into happinels,
if it be impure, and given to the dcfires of the fleth.

Now I wul zppeal to your own mind-, if this be
not the cale. Yes, you muft acknowledge it ; it is not
only what the gofp.l declares, but what your reafon
tells you. And the gofpel puts you upon confulting
your reafon, that you may judge for yourfelves. So that
now, every time you give way to unclean lufts; you
knowingly yieid your fouls to deftrution, for the fake
of the prefent indu'gence of your flefhly appetite,~Be-
caufe 1t is agreeable to your corrupt tafte, you feruple
not to commit fornication, or adultery; though it be
‘written in your own breafts, as well as in the word of
God, that you thereby foifeit your inheritance in the
kingdom of God,

Cc H A P. XXIL

Filthy talkers litewife, as well as fithy doers, cannot be
be faved, and tle reafin why.

UR Lord himfelf declares, that ¢ every idle word

“ that men (hall fpe.k, they fhall give an account
¢ thereof, at the day of judgment; for by thy words
¢ thou fhalt be juftifed, 2nd by thy words thou fhalt be
¢ condemned.” O, come hither then, all ye filthy talk-
ers; if you believe what the Son of God hath declared,
why will ye go on thus wantonly to heap up to yout-
felves wrath, againft the day of wrath? for tell me,
wrat account Wili ye be able to give of all your filthy
fpeeches? wese they fpoken out of duty to God, to pro-

mote
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mote holinefs in yourfelves and otbers? or, were they
not fpoken by the initigation of the devil, and to do his
work {

You may fay, that wsrds are wind, and fo fancy that
there is no harm in indecent talking.” But our Lord
tells you otherwife ; he fays, that ¢ all blafphemies come
¢ from the heart, and defile the man.’—And your reafon
tells you the fame thing, if you would but confider;
your reafon tells you, that 2 filthy talker muft have an
impure mind, and is in a damned ftate, unlefs he re-
pents, and leaves off this filthy pratice. From whence
can fuch difcourfe come, but from an impure mind, and
from indulging filthy thoughts? and therefore the ine
decent talker fhews, by his words, as much as the
whoremonger does by his allions, that he cannot enter
into the pure manfions of blifs. Accordingly St. Paul

reckons flthy talking to be one of thofe praflices, which,
as well as whoredom, muft thut men out from the king-

dom of heaven. His words are thefe; ¢ Fornication
“ and all uncleannefs, or covetoufnefs, * let it not be
¢ once named amonglt you, as becometh faints, Nei=
¢ ther filthinefs, nor foolifh talking, nor jefting, which
¢ are not convenient: T but rather giving of thanks,
¢ For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean
¢ perfon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
¢ any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift and of God.’
Now confider thefe words altogether, and nothing is
more plain, than that St. Paul {peaks of, ¢ filthinefs,
¢ foolifh talking, and jefting,” 1 as part.of that ¢ un-
¢ cleannefs,” which whoever practifes, ¢ hath no inhe-
¢ ritance in the kingdom of Chrift and of God.” But
you have feen indeed, that it muit be fo, from the

reafon

® The words covetonfrefs, and covrtous perfon, in this paffage, are with
geod reafon, thought to relate to an infatiablencfs of defire after fenfual things,
which is more agreeable to the fénfe of the whole,

+ Which are not convenient, Gignifies, abich are very fhameful and wicked,
a3 1s evidently the meaning, in Rom. i. 28.

1 Thefe words may be rendered fSkbinefs of difcourfe, foolifbnefs of [peech,

and Jewd turns of expreffin, or what is commonly called, Aipping up an
twpure thought, in doubtful words,
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reafon of the thing. For how can men of fuchpol-
Juted lips, join in the fongs of angels, or how can they
expe&t to fee God, which none but the pure in heart
and in tongue cando? M

If you are-not yet convinced of this, let us take it
the other way, If you think it too much to fay, that
a filthy talker is in a ftate of damnation; let me afk
you this ‘queflion : is ‘the filthy talker in a ftate of
SALVATION ?—See a2 man fporting with lewd and
immodeft expreflions! can you look upon that man as
now approved, and accepted by an holy God ¢ or can
he look up to his God, 2nd fay,; ¢ O Lord, I am endea-
vouring to perfect holinefs in thy fight?* No, no, (vod

is not in his thoughts, nor hath he any true fenfe of
God upon his mind.

1 know you will {ay, that you mean no barm, and, that

it is only in fport that you talk lewdly. T-us too, 1s a
vain and empty excufe. Why! the adulterer will fay,
that he means no harm; and it is true, he does not
mean to commit murder, but he means to commit adul
tery, and you know what is the portion of adulierers.
In like manner, a filkhy talker means no other barm but
to indulge his filthinefs, and therefore he is filthy,~
But it is only in fpert you fay. This proves the wick-
ednefs of it. It is wicked fport. Solomon fays, ©it is
¢ fport to a fool, to do mifchief.” And he defcribes a
m3dman, as one * that cafleth firebrands, arrows, and
¢ death, and faith, am [ noc in {port ’—But how comes
hlihy talk:ng to be your fport 2 becaufe you have alewd
beart, If your heart were not lewd, I am fure lewd
difcourfe would be no fpsrs to you, It is a deftrudlive
fport, it is an offince, it is a grief to every ferious and
pure mind to hear it ;—it is an offence to the blefled
God; it ¢ grieves his holy fpirit,’ as St, Paul fays,~it
is fpoit to a fwine to wallow in the mire; and why is
it fo? becaufe he is 2 fwine. And it is fport to a man
to talk hlihily, but why isit fo? becaufe he hath debafed
his natuie; becaufe Le bath loft all true fenle of the
purity of the holy God, with whom he hath to do. It
iS5,
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s, becaufe-he hath no notion what holinefs is ; he does
not confider, what.holy beings the blefled angels and
faints are; and is not aware that he himfelf, is as un-
fit to come into the prelence of God, or to join the
fociety of faints and angels, as the wallowing f{wine is
unfic to be fuffered to enter into the king’s palace.~—
Indeed, filthy talking fhews a greater degree of wicked-
nefs, than filthy aQtions themfelves ; becaufe it is ‘not
to gratify any of the bodily fenfes, and therefore is'the
mete overflowing of an unclean and gracelefs heart.
Whoever is guilty of ity adds audacioufnefs to his im=
purity ; he glories in his fhame, and is one of thofe
defperate prcfligates, who ¢ make a mock at fin,’ and
wantonly fport with their own deftrultion. |

C H A P XXIIL |
The prefam Jwearer cannit be faved and the reafon why,

FTER what hath been faid of filthy talking, it

will réquire but few words to thew you, that the
profane curfer and fwearer muft needs be in a ftate of
damnation fo Jong as he is {ubject to that horrid prace
tice.—God Almighty bimfelf hath declared, that ¢ who-
¢ ever taketh his name in vain, he will not hold hiar
¢ guiltefs,” that is, he will deal by him as a very guilty
creature, The reafon of. it is the fame as in fthy
talking. Our Lord hath told you that the blalphemy
of the tongue arifes from the heart. And it is- very
true, A man could never curfe and fwear, without
fomething being very much amifs with his heart. . If
there were any juft {enfe of God’s holinefs and power
in a man’s heart, that man would never utter a profane
oath, much lefs would he fwear as fome do, in almoft
every breath. 'Nay more, curfing and {wearing fhews
~ fomething worfe than merely a want of regard to (God ;
and it looks-as if fome devilifh fpirit had the power
over men, when they can thus blafphieme God for no-
thing ; when it affords them neither profit nor ppleafuﬁe;
wihen
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when it feems to be merely for the fake of imitating
the employment of damned fpirits.

C H A P, XXIV.

An exhortation to confider well the four loft chapters, left

sou fhould be led away, from regarding them, by the
example of others.

N D now my brethren! [ do again, and-again, moft
earneftly beleech you to confider well what hath
-been faid in the four laft chapters. Here lies the main
firefs of my book ; if it fail of curing you of thefe four
vices, 1 have loft my labour, and it had been goad for
ssu, 1f you had never been born.—I doubt not but you
will be convinced in your own minds whillt you read
them or hear them read; but then, what I am afraid of
15, left the example of a wicked world fhould fpoil all
again, You fee thefe vices of fenfuality and profane-
nefs very commonly practifed by rich and: poor ;. this
kezps them in countenance, and by this meansy though
m:n muft needs be fenfibie of their finfulnefs, yet they
-have not that-true dread and abhorrence of them which
they fhould have.—Again, thefe vices are indeed punith-
able by the laws of the land; but alas! thefe laws are
feldom put in execution: there is not zeal enough a-
mong mer now a-days, to difcountenance vice as it
defeives; fo that you may be led to fancy that there-is
Ro very great barm in thefe things; and becaufe others
do the fame, you may fiill go on unthinkingly to com-
mit them without fear, But, my dear brethren, do not
hazard your falvation upon fuch deceitful grounds.
Take care, to be felly fatisi:d in your own minds:
think for yourfcives; judge for yourfelves, and may
God give you a sight judgment in all things.

It 15 indeed a truly lamentable thing, to fee what in-
difterence many men fhew in this refre&t. They feem
as 1f they had no notion of the heinous nature, and dan-
gerous confequence of the fiefhly vicess Though their

OWIl.
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own reafon, as well as the warning voice of the gofpel,
muft needs make them know better ; yet, fomehow or
other, they feem to treat it as an allowed thing, that the |
vile lufts of the fleth muft be complied with, let what
will be the confequence; in fpite of the gofpel! in
fpite of reafon! in fpite of decency ! — When St.
Paul was at Athens, we read that his fpirit was ftirred
up within bim, at feeing' the irrational and abfurd cere-
monies, w’-h which that polite and learned people wor-
fhipped their idol gods. This was a ftrange abufe of
common fenfe in them ; and though they had only their
own reafon to guide them, they weie without excufe for
{o doing. But how would St. Pau/’s ¢ fpirit be ftirred in
him I’ how is every confiderate perfon made uneafy !
how is an holy God daily offended and affronted ! by
the wanton levity, with which many chriftians fpeak,
and {eem to take pleafure in fpeaking, of fenfual indul-
gences | What is this, but a deplorable blindrefs, which
hath feized upon men’s minds ¥ What is it, but a delu-
{ion of the devil ? a firong and damnable defufion, which
the .enemy of fouls hath fuccefsfully brought upon chrif-
tian profeflors ; and it may well be confidered, as the’
judicial confequence of men’s having long neglefted and
abufed the knowledge of the truth, and of having given
themfelves up, to follow their own hearts lufts. But
however, my brethren, remember this truth, and let

nothing that you fee, fhake your perfuafion of it:
¢« GOD IS NOT MOCKED, for whatfocver a man

¢ {oweth, that he fhall reap ;’=—and though you fee men
encourage one another in their wickednefs, and though
they may almoft tempt you, to look upon nesdlefsdrinking,
and firnication, and filthy talking, and profane fwearing,
as trifling matters ; yet remember, that it ttands recorded -
in the book of God, that they are abominable, and dam-

ning fins ; nay the fame is engraven in the bottom of
their own conlciences; and fo their awakened reafon
will, one day or other, oblige them to confefs,

- CHAP.
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C H A P. XXV.

The reafons, why neve but thefe fouy finsy are. ireated of
in this book.

r Might now go on to fhew you further, how, iz
I working cut your own [alvation, you ought to be
erowing more and more holy, every day, to the end of
your lives. I might fhew you, that though you be no
drunkards, or adulterers, or robbers, yet that this is not
enough to bring you to heaven ; but that you muft be
careful to adorn and beautify your minds, with whatfo-
ever is lovely ; that you muit be inviting heaven into
your fouls by devout prayer, by hearing, and reading the
holy {criptures, and other good books ; by keeping holy
the Lord’s-day, by attending the public worfhip, and
receiving the facrament regularly ; that you muft accul-
tom yourfelves, to be firictly honeft in all your concerns,
and Lam to be meek, peaceable, forgiving, and cha-
ritable.—That you muft be encreafing in the fear and
Jove of God ; and have it always in your heart, to do
a1l manner of good to all men. I'might fhew you how
excellently thele things are taught and enforced by the
gofpel ; that they are the true happinefls of your lives,
and that they are all neceffary to fit you for the happi-
nefs of heaven ; and that according as you are more ho-
ly, more heavenly-minded, and-good, you will have
more zffured hopes of eternal life, and the brighter will
your crown of glory be.

But, 1 fhall not fpeak to you of thefe things now.,
Beczufe, 1 think it better not to go upun too many
things at once ; and becaufe 1t would make my book too
large.

Neither have I chofen to warn you of any other fins,
than thefe four. Becaufe it is chiefly in thefe, that you
do fo fadly corrupt yourfelves, and wiil bring yourfelves,
moft certainly, to ruin in the next world, if not to
fhame and punithment in this. And befides, my bre-
thren, why fhould I mention to you any other fins, till

thefe
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thele are conquered,  For unlels you can ke firft cured
of your flefhly lufts, and loofe converfation, it fignifies
nothing to fpeak to you about any thing further, If the.
power of godlinels, can, but once, get the better of your
flefhly lufts and profligate behaviour, there will then be
fome hope of you: but ob! till this is the cale, there is
no hope of you, and you mult be without hope youra
felves. If the gofpel cannot make you chafte and holy,
it is all loft upon you, and you are undone for ever. If
you. are not holy in heart and life, you will be caft into
hell, though you fhould have no other fault, Whatfo-
ever you may-fancy yourfelves, in other refpe@s, if you
fail of holinefs you muft be thut out of the kingdom of’
heaven ; into which none can enter, bur they thatare
pure in tongue, pure in praltice, and ©pure in heart.’
For thefe reaflons, 1 have levelled the main force of my
book againlt the flefhly vices, and loofe behaviour of
men 3 that one point, at leaft, may be gained, And I
am fure, that I have fhewed you the ftrongeft reafons in
the world, why you fhould avoid them. You are now
fully apprized of the confequence if you do not. You
¢ know the righteous judgment of God, that they who
¢ commit fuch things are worth:y of death,” And [ do
now appeal to yourfelves, as St. Paul did to the Corin-
thians 3 © Know ye not that the unrighteous, that for-
¢ nicators, adulterers, and drunkards, fhall not inherit
¢ the kingdom of God?’ Know ye not this ? Yes, ye
ye do know it. You know that your confciences tell
you fo; and you know that God himfelf hath fent his
Son to convince you of the fame, Your confciences and
the gofpel confirm and firengthen each other, The dic-
tates of your conlciences make you approve of what the
gofpel declares, about this matter ; and the gofpel efta-
blifhes the dictates of your coniciences. They both
agree, in teling you the fame thing. In your unthinking
humours, 'you may forget it indeed, or among your vain -
companions you may make light of it ; but when ferious
thoughts return (and they will return, at one time or
other, whether you will or no) then you cannot, you.

dare
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dzre not deny, that thefe things are fo. And now let
me afk you, Are you rezfonable creatures ! What more
then can bz done for you, than to fhew, nay to con-
vince you, as I am fure you are convinced, that, unlefs
you leave off thefe fins, they will affuredly end in your
everlafting ruin.

C H A P. XXVL

When you are thus truly convinced of the confequence of thefe
Jinsy you will not dare to trufl to a late repentance.

T is too common for you to deceive yourfelves, by

thinking that you will leave off your fins, and re-
form, {ome time or other, but not now; which would
rever be the cafe, if you were truly fenfible what the
end myff be, if you fhould die before. For the true rea-
fon why you put oft your reformation, is not becaufe
you depend upon living long, but becaufe you are but
balf convinced of the damming nature of fin, Did you
but fee clearly, what the certain confequence of fin is,
you would never rifk your falvation, upon the uncer~
tainty of life: you would no more venture to delay any
longer, than you would forbear to run.away from the
place where the ground is trembling under you, ‘and juft
reacdy to {wallow you up,—Be convinced, that sternal

death 1s the fure confequence of fin, and you will never fo
much as think of trufting to a late repentance.

C H A P. XXVII

Men may overcome temptationsy if they will,

ERHAPS you will excufe yourfelves, by faying
that your lufts are {» ftrong, that you cannot get
the betier of tht‘m.-—ButT pray you, let no fuch defpe~
rate fancy come into your heads. Oh! do not-fo.eafily
give yourfelves up for loft.—If you are tempted to con-
Clude, that your iufls are too ftrong for you, you fhould

[C-
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remember alfo, that damnation is too horrible for you
to think of, For if you content yourfelves with faying,
by way of excufe, that your lufts are too ftrong for
yous it is the fame as faying, that you snow, you are
hafling to deffruciion: becaule as furely as your lufts
govern you, fo {urely perdition will be your everlaft-
ing portion, — So that, if you do but cenfider, what
you fay inftead of making fuch an excufe, for giving
way to your finful appetites, the very thought wiil
alarm you, and put you upon the molt refolute endea-
vours to conquer, and get the better of them,

And you certainly may get the better of your lufls
if you will. For fuppofe you had a cup of the moft
delicious liquor at youtr mouths, and were jult going
to drink it; but a friend holds your-hard, and affures
you, that. there is a deadly poifon mixt with it, which
will be fure to tear your bowels with the moft racking
pains, and put an end to your lives in convullions
and agonizing tortures : would you not forbear to fwal-
low down the deadly draught? Could you not help
yielding to a moment’s gratification of your appetite,
when you knew the confequence which would cer-
tainly follow? Yes, you could help it—~you know you
could; and you certainly wou'd dath to the ground with
horror, the deadly though dclicious bait. I'he fame
you may alfo do, with refpect to all impure defires,

The figat of a man, the fight of a little child, can
make you bridle your lewd intentionsy how much

more then 2 due regard of God’s all-feeing eye and
your own falvation or damnation! So that the very
truth is, that there is-a great deal of wiffulnefs in your
giving way to unlawful defires. You muft own, that
whenever you have committed an unclean altion, it
was, becaufe you firft encouraged the evil thought in
your minds. You kept the fou! lult rankling in your
breafts, till it pot the maftery over you, and then it
bit you like a ferpent. So St. Fames defcribes the cale,

* You are drawn away, (fays he) of your own luft
¢ gnd enticed:’ the devil and your corrupt nalure,

1aife the luftful thought in your mindsy but you mak:

C i
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it more your own, by ruminating upon ity and by fuf-
fering it to dwell there with pieaflure; till at length
the luft is fully conceived, and then it bringeth forth
fin and death. But, you certainly may ¢ refilt the
¢ devil, and he will flie fiom you.” You may make
an agreement with your eyes, and not let them wander
after tempting objelts ; you may take the fame care of
your thoughts alfo; and by thefe means, guard againit
the fitlt rifing of the evil defire in your minds: ] for
you may abandon it when ccnceived, and -dafh it from
you as you would the poifoned cup, well knowing that
death, the etetnal death of your fouls is 2t the bottem,
Therefore do net lay the fault on the weaknefs of your
nature, or the flrength of the temptation. This is only
the devil’s firatagem to make you deceive yourfelves.
For, when you come to fee it fauly, you will be forced
to own that it is your swn fauit; and that you diferve
to fufter the {ad confequence. You muit confef:, that
you willingly yielded to the temptation ; nay, you muft
confefs, that you knowingly encouraged the impure de-
{ire, and fo invited the temptation to you, inftead of
itriving againft it; and may truly be faid to chufe that
guilt and mifery, which it was in your power to avoid,

C H A P XXVIIIL
The offftance of God's Holy Spirit,

UT that you may have no pretence for laying the
fault on the weaknefs of your nature, your mer-

ciful Creator doeth ftill more for you yet. He doeth
what you could have no notion of, if Chrift had not
told you of it. For try now, if you can think of any
thing elfe that can be done, to keep ycu holy, befides
what | have already fkewn you. God hath given you
the

+ It will be every dav eafier and eafier for you to do this, if you will
1it t-kce a Jitde pains with yourfelves at firft s till at length you will have
w0 ditficulty at all, brcaufe your inclinations will bave taken a quite con-
sr.rv turny yeu will have a rew ratire growing in you, and it will b
your greateft plezfure to be € perfedting* holinefs in God's fight,



Criminal Qffences. gr

the ftrongelt reafons againft fin, 2nd the greatelt en-
couragements to holinefs, that can pofibly be cop-
ceived. And what more do you think can be done?
Would you have God foree you to live holily ? No—
That is impofiible; it cannot be done. There is no
{uch thing as forcing reafonable creaturgs to be holy
againft their wills, God Almighty may firike men’s
tongues dumb, and fo far hinder them from filthy talk-
ing and profane (wearing, Geod may clofe up wen’s
throats, and thus hinder them from fwallowing down
liquor ; but this will do them no good : they will be
not in the lealt the better men for this. Your hearts
may cherilh fithy and blafpbemous thoughts, tho’ your
tongugs cannot utter them, You might {uffer your
hearts to hanker after drink and drunken company,
tho’ your mouths were fewed up; and you might in-
wardly indulge, and give wp your minds to be preyed
upon by impure and adulterous lultsy tho’ you were
thut up in a dungeon, or banifhed into an uninhabited
ifland.  And then, what the better are you for outwand
seftraint, fo long as your fouls within you are all fopl
and corrupt? Qutward reftraint you fee, will never
purge the heart; and if the heart be unclean, the
whole man is defiled and unfe for heaven, |

It muft be reafon therefore, it mult be thought and’
Jertows confideration, that will make you holy ; aad you
have enough fet before you to make ypu think, if any
thing can make you, but if all will not do, if nothing
can prevail with you to take pains with your own
hearts, what can be done? what more can be thought
of, to fave you from ruin ?=~why, truly nothing can be
dane that the wit of man could have thought of. Byt
oh! the depth of the wifdom, and goodnefs of a mer-
ciful God !-~there is no end of his kindnefs and care
for his creatures, There js indeed po fuch thing as
making .us holy, unlefs we outfelves are willing ; but
(sod hath found a way to make us silling, if we do not
obflinately refit him. He affifts us with frength from
aosue, he exerts bis divine power npon our minds, by
Which we may bs made pure and blamelefs before him.

C 2 Qur
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Our Lord Jefus Chrift is gone 'up into heaven, and

now fitteth at the right hand of God. He who was
once as 2 man upon earthy, now appears in the prefence
of God for us; through him we are better able to
“addrefs our prayers to the divine majelly; and through
“him we receive the affiflance and comfort of the Holy
GhEoff. When he was going to leave this world, he
promifed to-{end the Holy Ghoft to {upply his place,
and to abide with us for ever. And he tells us, that as
fure 2s a father is ready to give what is good 'to his
child, fo fure it is, nay much furer, that God will give
his holy fpirit to them that will pray to-him for it.

This boly fpirit is for your fupport and comfort in

"2}l temptations and difhicultics, if it be not your own
faults. He firengtheneth you in your fouls; he enlight-
encth the eyes of your minds, that you may have tiue
and teavenly wifdom. tle puts good thoughts into you,
if you will but_take care to keep and encourage them:
te at firft pricks you to the heart, by letting you fee
how wicked you are in God’s fight; and if you would
but cherifk this thought in your minds, and not drive it
away by drinking and vain company, it would fettle
upon your hearts and make you new men. The Holy
Gksft alo maketh you to ¢ abound in hope,’ filling you
with all joy and peace, by leading you to think of that
happinefs which is laid up for you in heaven, and to
which you -will be coming nearer and nearer every day
of yocur lives. In fhort, the holy {pirit helpeth all your
weaknefles. ‘He ¢ worketh in you both to will and to
do.” Not forcing you againft your wills; ‘but inducing
you to be willing that you may chufe for yourfelves what
is right, and that you may obey God from a ready mind.
O what thanks and praife are due to God for this
unfpeakeble gift of the Holy Ghoft which he offers us !
Foclifh and unthinking men are not fenfible of its value.
But when once you begin to know yourfelves, when
once you come {o be fenfible of your own weaknefs and
mifery, and the need you have of better firength than
vaur cwn to keep you from faliing; then you will know
Low to blefs God for giving you the promife of his

- {pirit ;
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birit; and it will fill you with couragz and comfort,
to think that you have fuch powerful help at hand, to.
which you may always reflort, and upon which you may
firmly depend that it will enable you to conquer every
fin, and to keep yourlelves.pure and blamelels unto the.

day of Chrift,

C H A P  X1X,
An earne? exhortation 1o confider what hatd been faid,

FYHUS 1 have endeavoured to make you fenfible

g . of what God hath doane for your fouls,—TFelt
me now, my dear fellow creatures,, why dees the bleffed:
God beflow upon us all this pains ? ¢ Lord what is man.
¢ that thou haft fuch refpedt unto him, or the fon of.
“ man that thou.fo vifiteft- him I* It is becaufe our fouls
are precious in his fight, = It is becaufe he would fiia
fave all his creatures from ruin, into which they are fo.
forward to plunge themfelves. This is the realon why,
all is done that .can be done for finful mens and that.
nothing. is- left undone which a wife and good God can
do, to fecur= our everlalling happinefs, In thort, [ hoge
you are now perluaded, that all 15 merey on God's pari .
and it ought to fill your hearts with thankfulnefls, and.
yout mouths with praife, But then, I do-befeech you.
to conlider what the mercy of God is, and how it fhows
ifelf towards ymu. (God’s great mercy to you is,. his-
taking fo much pains to make you holy. This fhews.
how neceffary holinefs is, and this fhould make you.-
the more afraid of falling fhort of it, For if God’s
mercies fail of making you holy, they are thrown away
upon ycu, his mercies then do you no good;. his mercies:
cannot fave you unlefs they make you holy in this life.
Becaufe, ¢ without holinefs, no man can fee bis face-
in glory.” |

And now, my brethren, what more can I fay? fhall
I entreat you, fhall I befeech you to have pity on your~-
felves % fhall 1 beg of you not to chufe your own de-
firuction? Ohy no! I nced not do that, 1if [ have tho-

C 3 roughly.
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roughly convinced you, that the fins of fenfuality and
profanenefs moft certainly lead to it, then, mere felf pre-
fervation will make you forfake them, and you will nced
rio other perfuafion, A man in his ferifes, needs no
petfuafion 2gainft leaping into a burning fiery furnace;
2 man in his fenfes wants no entreaty to keep him from
rafting himfelf down from the top of an houle, becaufe
he knows that he muft be dathed to pieces when he
comes to the ground ; and as fure as fire will burn, or
a fsll frem the top of on boufe crufb a man, fo fure will
an unbsly, fenfual life end in your everlafling defiruction,
whatever may be ycur fate in this world. If you have
well confidered what 1 have fet before you in this little
book, you tan no more doubt of the one than of the
other.- 1 have fhewed the methods which your merci-
ful God bath tsken to convince you of it they are
fuch as have fully faticfied my swn mind; and out of
this firm perfuafion of my ocwn, 1 have now endea-
voured, my dear brethren, to put you upon thinking,
nay, to eomvince you, for I am {ure you muft be con-
vinced what is the certain confequence of unconquered:
lufts, and a profzne heart.—So that, were I to argue
with you for ever ; were | to exhort you night and day
continuaily, it could only be, by calling upon you te
confidery confeder, confider.  For if you will but confider,
you cannot biit now; if you know, you muft needs
chufe aright; znd then (faith the Lord) ¢ though your
¢ fins have bzen as fcarlet, they will become white as
¢ fnow; though they be red like crimfon, they fhall
¢ be as wool.’ -

C H A P. XXX

To put men upen confidering how wicked they are,
E E AVING now fo plainly fbewn you, that pro- ~

fanenefs and fenfuality will certainly end in your
everlafling tuin; one would think, as you love yours
{clves, that you would be prevailed on to fotfake them,

But alas! I have great fear about you flill. 1 know
how
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how apt you are to forget the plaineft reafons, when
they relate to. the falvation of your fouls. ] know .how
deaf you can be to the moll alarming, warnings againft.
fin, though given. you by the §an of God himfif.—I
know, how: fadly youv are governed by your prelent evil
habits; how your vain minds are taken up with what.
you fee, and heary and tafte, and fmell; and it grieves
me to think, that, after all that can be faid to you, fome
of you will ftill go.on in the old way, till you fall ac laft,
into deftruéion. My dear brethren, [ am often in pain for
your bebaviour, when you think. little of it, If you were:
but as feaflible of your own mifcrable condition, as I
am,. you would not wonder, that 1 am fo earneft with:
you. Yeu would not wonder, that 1 have f2id fo much
to you; and am fo loath to give over writing, though
I.have told you enough, if you would but regard it.
But indeed, 1 fland in fear for you; and that makes
me delirous of faying one word afier another to yous
if peradventure, the mext may reach your heart, when
all before have failed; and on this account, I could go-
on for ever, if poflible, and never leave off perfuading,
entreating, and befceching you, fo long as there is .
any hope of faving your fouls from death,

Pardon me then, if, in order to bring home to your
hearts, what { have faid before, ] now endeavour to-
put you upon confidering, how far any of you are fubjelt
to thefe vices, of which you row know the confequence..

Firft, as to drinking. — One cannot look into an
alehoufe; at any time, but it is great odds, that one
fees there fome or other, who are muddling away their
money, their time, their fenfes, and their fouls. Nay,
if one goes into almoft any company whatfoever, one
finds needle(s drinking going on. It makes a part of
the employment of moft meetings; in fome, it is the
chief bufinefs.. So 'much does this deftruétive vice pre-
vail in this finful nation, that it is come to be looked:
upon, as .the infeparable attendant” on all focial
friendthip. Many feem to have no notion of enjoying: -
one another’s company, without drinking, -No bar-.
gain is made, no bufinefs carried on ;, men do. fcarcely:

Ca meetr
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meet together on any otccafion without more or
les of this unneceflary indulgence of their fenfes,
By this means, the tippling habit is fo kept up in fome
men, and fo grows upon them in time, that not a
day pafles, without fwallowing down at leait, three
times the quantity that nature requires, for the pre-
fervation of health, and the true enjoyment-of life.
Now, my bre:ibren, afk yourfelves, whether or not,
this be your way of going on.—Perhaps, you may not
have thought about it before: fo that you have never
{ufpetted, how much unneceffary drinking you have
hitherto been guilty of. But, if you find this to be

the cafe; confider well, what you have already read
in the XXth chapter; and, I think, you will be con-

vinced, that it brings you under the guilt of drunken-
nefs. For, b:fides walling God’s good creatures, whilft
your families perhaps ate pinched with want, is it not a
conflant habit of pleafing the fleth? does -not the love
of drink, by this means, grow upon you! does it not
dezden the powers of your foul ? in fhort, do not you
fee, how contrary it 15 to that cool, holy, and heavenly
frame of mind, which alone will fit you for everlatting
bleffednefs. Confider this well, and I am fure, you-
will be more cautious about drinking than you have
hitherto becen. S

But alas! I have, ftill, a more difmal piflure of the
drunkennefs of men, to fet before you.

When any great man wanis to gain the good will
of the multitude, what is the method that he takes to
do it! Does ke confider how he may beltow upon them
fome reai kindnefs ? Does he contrive, how he may do
them the greateft fervice, that can be done for them
Doss he think of employing his wealth, or his exam=-
ple, in fetting on foot fome fcheme, for making them
more fober, chafte, and virtueus in their behaviour?
No fuch thing ! he knows too well, that beftowing fuch”
rea] benefits as thefe, is not the method to make him-’

_{eIf popular, but rather, to be difliked and forfaken by
the n.ultitude, This plainly fhews which way it is,
that men’s inclinations lead them; this proves, lhhar,

what
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what the apoftle faid of the heathens, is {till too true,
of the prefent race of chrittians, that ¢ the friendfhip
¢ of the world is enmity againft God;’ and that the
fure way to pleafle the generality of men, is to tempt
their ferfes, and promote their vices; which is directly
contrafy to the voice of reafon, and to the will of Gud..

—And accordingly, the man that aims at popularity,
after the wifdom of this world, applies the apoltle’s

maxim the backward way: he encourages thofe very
practices which God abhors, in order to gain the friend,
fhip of men, He gratifies the vanity of their minds;
with fuch devices, as tend to enflame the paffions, by,
(titring up in them the madnefs of mirth; and by fup-
plying them with liquor, fets open the flood-gates of
wickednefs, which overwhelm thofe, whom be may be.
thought to oblige. For what is the confequence? The
il 1UGgEd bounty, inflead of being 2 Hleﬁ"mg, becomes. .
‘a blafting curfe to thofe who partake of it; and Jhame=s
ful ﬂ)ewmg is the end of fuch empty glory. For fo .
unbridled do men’s luts {hew themfelves on thefe ec-
calions, that they.foon drench themfelves into madnefs,,
and ‘then .all becomes riot and diforder in an inftant!,
—As:if a legion of evil {pirits had been let loofe. AMOng,
them, they begin to curfe, and damn, and fhout, and]
rave; and every kind of unfeemly-behaviour prevails ;,
—tiil at length from bemg frantick, they {ink into. ﬁu-
pidity ; they reel away into corners, to fleep off the fpmes
of the liquor, or elfr, they lie wallowing in the mire,:,
lik= the filthy {wine, from whom they differ in nothing: .
but in [hape, and guiltinels. - )

[ fhould have wifhed to draw a covgrmg over th.m:
melancholy fcene, which is fuch amfad drfgrace 0 My
fcllow i creatures 3 -but 1 could. not pafs It, avery ,out.. {)F
faithfulnefs to -your fouls ; indeedy it.is'no more thau,
what every one knows tp be true:; and lmentlgn ity Ahat.
you inay fee it in 1ts true light,  and. do the: like nq
more,, For 1 appeal to any of you, whether this, be;
not_the: cale, as oft as ever there iy.liguoc. engygh, e,
be had? .If it were to: happen every.day in, the week,,
it 1s certain, that the fame, ufe would. be,; every. dayq.
“ C 5 made.-



58 A Prefervative from

made of it. This too plainly thews, what multitudes
there are, whofe hearts are at all times, ready to run into
drunkennefs. Whether any ope of yox, who read thefe
fines, are of this fort, your own coniciences will tell
you; and I hope, will fmite you too with a2 becom-
ing thame and fear on the occafion; as, enough hath
been already faid to fatisfy you, that men of fuch a
turn as this cannot be faved,

And then, 3s to whoredem—Though it be more con-
cealed than drunkennefs; yet there are too many fad
tokens of it, which cannot be hidden. The number
of abandoned profligate women that infcft our flreets s
and the many wretched objects of difeafe of both fexes,
whofe neceflities force them to difcover their fhame, in
applying for aflitance at the publick hofpitals, are too.
plain proofs what fcenes of filthinefs are continually
28ed, under the pure eye of bim, to whom ¢ daiknefs
¢ and light are both alike,’

Moreover, the rude, profligate difcourfe which is o
common tn men’s mouths ; the unconcerned manner
in which they curfe and {wear, when they are under no-
refltraint, from any body’s being near; the ﬁlthy, vul-
gar expreffions, which one cannot help hearing in every
place; thefe are fuch fure proofs of the lamentably cor-
rupt ftate of men’s minds, as muft grieve the heart of
every thinking petfon, who hath a due fenfe of their
mifery and danger. ¢ Oh that mine head were waters,
* and mine eyes a fountain of tears ; that [ might weep,
¢ day and mght, for thefe my unthinking fellow crea-
$ tures, who are {o without underftanding, which have
* eyes, z2nd fee not, which have ears, and hear nat.’
Ales! what hope can there be of fuch men’s falvation ?
Can fuch as thefe be the favourite fons of God, and
hei:s of eternal life 2 Oh no! it cannot be. Realon
and the pofrel forbid us torhope it.—Perfons fo poHuted,,
are pot fit for the happinefs of God’s kingdom; they ..
have no mark-of heaven about them; the principle of
cternal life 12 not 1n them ; the fcripture fpeaks of them,
as being ¢ dead in !r—eﬁaaﬂ@s and finsy> and reafon, as
}di 2t ktipture, tell s, that death eveslafting mutt be:

thg -
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the end of their prefent miferable life. And' good'God!

when one confiders how many fuch perfons one meets
with every day; it makes one's heart bleed, tothink of'
that mifery, which they are treafuring up to themlelves;.
and. yet, like the -filly- ox, that is fattening: for the
flaughter, they themfelves feem: to have no thought of
what is.coming upon them. O who can- be unmoved.
at feeing fuch multitudes of; our fellow creatures, in this:
fituation ! to; fee fuch © deftruétion and mifery in their
‘. ways, to think.that the pit is opening: her mouth to-
{wallow them up—every day, fome or other of them!
Whg, I fay, can think of this, and not run to their
afiltance,. to ¢ plack them as firebrands out. of the
burning ?’

. Be riot then angry at me for. dealing: with you. fo-
plainly, Believe me, 1 doit, not to fhame you, but as-
dear b:ethren, to warn you—that yau may-learn to fec
your cafe in the fame light that [ dos thatis, as God’s.
word teaches you.to fee 1t; and as the Almighty him-
felf looks upan it; and muft look upon.it, whillt you-
co on inthiss manner.. 1 {peak thele things-out of the:
trueft Jove to your fouls;. that yau-may be aware of the-
extreme danger you. are in; and then, | am fure it will:
eive fuch a fhock to your minds as you never felt before:
then like men, awakened out of a deep {leep at midnight:
by fome dreadful calamity you will inftantly begin to-
cry aloud. to God for mercy; you will come humbly:
proftrate before the throne of grace, begging for the help-
- -of the Holy Spirit to enable you to conquer your own:
hearts, and to get the better of thole vain inclinations
and finful habits, which- hold you fo faft in a ftate of:
death and damnation.—For, whenever you begin to-
think of. amending, you will at firft find it hard to refift
the inclinations of your corrupted nature; but a truly-
awakened fenfe of your condition, affilted by the Holy
Spitit of grace, will be ever pulbing you on, till you.
come to be ftedfalt in the ways of halinefs; and then,,
you will find your minds at pzace with Gody through;,
Tefus, Chrift our Liord. | '

€6  ° CHAP
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CHADPR XXX
An :arnﬁ ta]l 19 parents.

N this occafton, I cannot forbear directing my dif-

courfe to all parents.— T hey can prevent, if they
p'eafe, much of the d.ficulty we find in making men

better, [f parents would but take fuch care of their
children as they ought to do, we thould not have fo many:
rude profligate creatures among us as we have ; and even
fuch as do turn out wild, would furely never be {o flu-
pidly deaf to good advice as they are, if any right care
had been taken of them when young. Indeed, many
children are very greatly to be pitied in this refpe& Some:
have no care at all taken of them, and then no wonder
that they grow up in wickednels, when they hear and
fee pothing elfe. 1t is true, many parents are very de-
firaus of having their children taught at fchool, and will
mazke hard fhift, out of their {mall comings-in to pay
for it; for this they are juftly to be commended; but
there is a thing of far greater confequence, which is too.
much negleCled; and that is, their beftowing: proper
pains upon their children at home.—Their learning to.
read and the good things they are tanght at fchool, or
their faying their catechifm at church, will all be of lit-
tle uft to make them gocd, if they are fuffered at other-
limes, to mix with wicked and idle companions from.
whom they will be fure to learn their evil words and:
rmanners. 1o prevent this, parents fhould be very
watchful over them at ail imes ; carefully keeping them
from rude and wicked companions; talking to them cf-
ten about God and goodnefs ; praying with them, and~
for them, and teaching them to pray for themfelves ; and-
feeing that they pay a due regard to the Lord’s day, in-
all the duties of religion, both public and private, and:

by a ferious devout behaviour from merning to night, -,
This is the w3y to preferve your dear childfen from the
wickednefs that is in the world,~! know, that many of
you will fay that you have not time for -this; and 1t-ig

ttue, thet warking men haye net {0 mych time as they
might
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might wilh. But however, take care that your conlci-
ences can anfwer for you, that you hav¢ done the belt
you can for your children’s falvation; and if you are
fenfible that you want time for it on the week days, you'
thould be the more careful in doing it on the Sundzy,
Though you cannot read, let that be no excufe for you, .
You know enough to be able to give them good advice,
and to keep them out of wickednels; and you may talk
to them upon religion to a very good purpofe, if you.
do but give your mind to it; and by this means you will
be growing in goodnefs yourfelves, while you are doing
your duty to your children,  ~ | |

But-alas! how different is this from what many pae
rents do!—Inflead of taking your children to church re-
oularly, and inftead of fpending the Lord’s day among
vour families, in a fober, ferious, and devout manner,
you not only fuffer your children to run about, as if no
regard were due'to this boly day ; but what is ftill woife,
you cften {et thema fad example in your own behaviour:
you pafs your Sundays either in luking Rupidly at home,
or in wandering about, and perhaps even in the alchoufe,
without any regard to the end for which God appointed'
the fabbath; and though you may go to church fome-
times,. yet you are fo uregular and. fo inconftant in it,
that you feem to look vpon it as a thing of no great con-
fequence, Thus your children lofe that reverence and
re(pedt for God and religion, which you fhouid be care-
ful by every means to imprint upon their minds; apnd
then no wonder that what they are taught at fchool, or
at church, does them little good, becaufe they learn from’
you to be in no great concern about putting it in praélice,

This is one gieat reafon, that makes the world fo
wicked as it iss—Children are taught to know that there
is a God, -but thete is little-care taken to make them be-
have accordingly ; and their bging {uffered to grow.up.,
10 this manner, makes 1t fo hard to prevail on them to al«
ter their way of going on, when they come to riper yéars.

O parentst parents! little do mariy of you think, hov
cruelly you wrong your poor-children by fiich neglet as.
ghis, Better had it beea foryou and them, that ye had’

never
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never been born, than that ye fhould thus fuffer them
to be led captive by the devil at his will. If you negle®}
them, who can take care of them ?—their {ouls ca]l up-
an you 2as loudly for affiftance, as their bodies do fog
bread to eat, If you will fuffer them to be expofed,
they will fall, an almoft certain prey ta the roaring lion,
who is daily fcekmcr to devour them.— Little do you cone
fider, parents! what forrows you are treafuring up for
yourfeives, as well as for your children, if you theuld
live to fee them ruined and undone, by thofe vices and
follies, which your own example hath taught them, or
into which your carele(s neglect hath fuftered them ta
fall, Bitter forrows they muft undoubtedly be, when you
cams= to conficer, that you have your children’s fins, ag
well as yourown, upon your guilty heads; and whatyour
confciences will make yon dread from the Almighty thig
awful rebuke: ¢ Becaufe thou haft neglected: to da thy
¢ heft, in preferving thy child from {in in his youtb;
¢ thou haft deltroyed Abss foul, he isunht for my hea-
¢ venly kingdom, and he muit die in his imiquity; but
¢ his blood will I require at 20y hands,” thou cruel pa-
rent. |

O terrible words of moft jult judgment! how dread-
ful moft they found in the cars of him who knows that
he hzth not doane his beft for his children’s falvation !,
how muft the piercing thought torment him, and bring
his grey hairs with forrow to the grave; when he fees.
his wicked child brought, perhaps, to {hame and mifery
in thit world, moft cerlamly in the road to damnation,
in the next, through his own fault, when it is then too,
Jate for him to amend it.

C H A P XXXIL

An addrefs to Jyoung perfons. who are, as yet, free from the
Sflefbly vices and filthy converfation of the wicked. '

M Y dear young fnends, if through the grace of

Ged and your parents’ care, you have been hi-.

therio preferved from the corruptions oft the world; let.
| me
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me rejoice with you and encourage you to perfevere, in
the paths of innocence. Go on then, giving God the
glory, relying on his protection, and aflured of his fa-
vor, Goon, | fay, free from thole miferies, which are
the certain attendants on vice, bappy in yourfelves,
happy in the love and efteem of all good men; happy
in_the fair profpelt of earthly profperity and fuccefs, fo
far as God fees it beft for you; and rejoicing in the fuse
and certain hope of eternal hie.

But that your bope of happinefs may be well founded ;
let me beg of you to conlider, whether your prefent
goodnels be of the right fort, or not.—You may be fo-
ber and honeft; you may be carefui and diligent in your
bufinefs; you may be kind and civil to your friends, and
to all men. In thele good qualities you may excel many
others, and be jultly efteemed and honoured before them
the world will fpeak well of you, and you will be looked
upon to be hopeful and promifing youths, as you cer-

tainly are. But I muft remind you of what our blefled
Lord faid to a very hopeful young man, like yourlelves,

Qur Lord ¢ loved him’ for the goodnefs he fhewed ; but
told him, that there was one thing wanting in him flill;
that he was not RELIGIOUS enongh; that he muft be-
come his follower, that he may bring him to the true
knowledge of divine and heavenly thinge,

Now this, I fear, is the cafe with too many young
perfons in the world, and old ones too, who in other
refpells are jultly to be elieemed.—Confider then, my
dear friends—Doth the prefent regularity of your lives
arife from a due fenfe of God upon your minds? Are
you fober, and diligent, and honeft, with a view to pleafe
#iM ! Or rather, is it not chieily owing to worldly
piudence in you? or, it may be, you are of a pliable
temper, and the reftraint of your parents or maflers,
hath, as yet, happily kept you from wickednefs ?—~Con-
fider, 1 f{ay, faitly; and if this be your cafe, then I mufk
tell: you, as oxr Lord did the young man, that ¢ You
¢ wsnt ore very material thing,” You want to apply
yourfelves more earneftly to religron: You muft become
{incere folowess of Jefus Chrift: You myl cake care to
i furnifh



6';1. A Pn;'ﬁrwz‘fw ﬁam

furnifh and enrich your minds with the knowledge of
thofe divine and hezavenly truths, which he came to teach
you: You muit be careful to keep the love of God, at
all times alive in your hearts, by being eonftant i prayer
and all other religious daties “at'church, in the family,
and in your clofets.—This is the only true ground, and
fure fafeguard of your innocence and virtue. - If you
neglect religion, you will-never be in reality virtuous at
beft; becaufe you will not have the lyve of God in you,
without which, mere fobriety 2nd carefulnefs will avail
you nothing in his fight. And moteover you will be in
continuzl danger of falling into finful courfes, ¢ Let
¢ him that thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he fall,’
faith the Aroftle, and mz_hmb is able to make you
ftand, but the power of religion carefully kept alive in
your hearts. Kor, what is the reafon, why men are {o
ready to run into finful practices, as they are! What
makes them be 2'ways {eeking to pleafe their vain and
corrupt inclin:tions ! [t is becaufe their minds are
empiv; becaufe they have not the knowlidge of Gad
and Chrift abidizz in them; fo that, for want of having
thzt which is good, to t‘wmk of, they are forced to
have rec ourfe to what is unprofitable, ¥ain, and wicked.
Bu:, my zf friends, I have now told you of this dan.
ger, a nd afo fhewn you wherein your defence and
{afcty muft confif, I have fhewn you the true ¢ ar-
¢ mour of (God, which will {fecure you againit -al} the
¢ fiery davts of the wicked.” Oh, Jet me perfuade you
then to put it onj that you may be truly {uch as God
weuid heve you to be, ard vour hopeful begmnmn', be
pe:feCed in clory everlefling.  1£7] can prevail. with
you {0 make religious bnswleage your fiudy, and relipious
crfrrz]...r your re'rular praciice, | need-not vfe any ar<
guments, to keep you from the corruptions of the world.
For this religious ¢ wifdom, my fon, s the principal
¢ thing; exalt her, and fhe fhall preferve thee; fhe fhall,
¢ brirg thee to honour, when theu doft: embrace heri
¢ She fhall give to thine head--an ornamént of grace }.
¢ the (hall encompafs thee with a créwn ofiglorys: By

¢ her afﬁﬂance thou -{halt: walk in. tky way- fafcly,iand
. & t g
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¢ thy foot {hall not flumble. - Becaufe the fLord” fhall be:
¢ thy confidence, and fhall keep thy feet from being
¢ taken, ‘T'o keep thee from the flrange woman, ffom:
¢ the ftranger, who flattereth with her words. Who for-.
¢ faketh the guide of her: youth, and forgetteth the co=
¢ venant of her God; whofe houfe is the way to hell,
¢ poing down to the chambers of death.” -

But depend upon it, my voung friends; that unlefs you
are religioufly difpofed, all your prefent hopefulnefs will be
as ¢ the morning dew, that paffes away.’—You will ne-
ver be able to withftand the temptations of the world,.
the flofb, and the devil, you will not be truly innocent,.
and happy, in this world, or in the world to come; -

“a )

C H A P. XXXIIL

A concluding addrefs to thofe, wha arey at prefent, fubject
ta fefbly lufls, x.

N D now, my dear brethren, though my whole
book is written for your fakes, and direCted to you,

and though [ cannot offer mare convincing reafons, why
you fhould for{ske your evil courfes than | have alreadp
done ;-yet I am ftill loth to take my leave of you, with-
out once more ftriving to fix upon your minds what I
have been- faying. - | ‘
There is nothing in this” book, but-what is clear and
certain ; nothing but what your own réafon.and confci-
ences mult confent to. This [ know, becaufe God hath
framed your minds, in the fare manner as he hath min
My mind plainly tells me, that flefhly vices, and pro-
phane, filthy canverfation, mult end in- mifery at laft;
your own minds I am fure, tell you the {ame thing ; and
fo does cvery man's mind, who confiders the matter; éf-
pecially fince God hath exprefsly confirmed it by our
bord Jefus Chrift.—Itis, therefere, areal, certain truti,
which can never be contradited 3 and, as fuch I wilk
here fet it down, in large writing, and [ wifh I could:
print it more ftrongly, upon the living tables of your
hearts,——~ I hat | ‘

Im-
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Immoderate and needlefs drinking, whore-
dom, filthy talking, curfing and f{wearing,
will affuredly end in the everlafting damna-
tion of thofe, who allow them{elves 11 them.

This is what you, and 1, and all men, are agreed:
about.—It is 2a THING CERTAIN.—As certain, as if
we faw 1t with our eyes. Let any one try and deny it
if he can.—And then what reafon can there be, why
you fhould no: inftan:ly forfake that, which you inow:.
will bring upon you everlafting ruin ?—You Anow that
water will drown, and fire burn, and therefore you dread:
them, and beware of them; Yzu now that arfunic will
peiforr, 2nd therefore you are cautious how you meddie
with it. Yez dmow, that the viper will fling you to
death, and thercfore you flee from it, and kill it. Why
then do you not flee from fin, which, you now, will as
furely deftroy you, as water will drown, or fire burn, ot
arfenic poifon, or the viper bite ?

But fin is pleafant to your tafte.—Yes, that fhews you
the danger you are in.—Your tafte is corrupted ; the
poifon of fin is 2lready at work in you, and perhaps you
will not be at the pains to purge it out, though you
muft know, that it is all the while eating like a canker,,
and wiil confume you at laft, Now what is this, but
¢hufing to be damned, rather than forfake the corrupt
pleafures of the fleth /—~Come, let us reafon together
plainly on this great point.—When you get up in a
morning, fober and cool, you can then fay to yourfelf :
¢ If 1 fall into needlefs drinking this day ; if I go after
¢ lewd women, to-day ; if | fuffer myfelf to indulge
¢ impure thoughts, and to join in hlthy and ptophane
¢ talk, this day ; I know that I fhall do wickedly, and.
‘ make myfelf liable to everlafting deftrultion.” This,
} fay, you may think of, when you are cool and fober, -
in a2 morning ; and it is your own fault, if you do not
keep the fame thoughts upon your minds all day long,
efpecially, if you will pray to God for the grace of his
Holy Spirit :—fo that, when you come near an alehoufe,,

or
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or when you meef wirh a drinking companiony or with.
a lewd abandoned. proftitute, if you are enfnared by
them, it is with your eyes open y you are in your cool
and fober fenfes, you know the confequence, and you
defignedly yield yourfelves up (o mifery and death.

But you may think that the next world is at a great
diffance; perhaps not (03 for ought you can tell, it
may be very near, and even at the door. As our Lord.
fays, ¢ this night thy foul may be required of thee.” And-
if it fhould not be fo near, that does not make it lefs fare
and certain,  You fee in this world, that fin and milery
go hand.in hand together. Drunkennefs is atrended by
a2 bad habit of body, a wafled fortune and diftiefled cir-.
cumitances. Whoredom is almoft fure to be followed.
by difeafe; and criminal offences, by fhame and punifh--
ment. Thus, you fee, it is ordered by the wife provi-
dence of God, in this prefent life, and this ought to re-
mind you, of what will be the cafe in the eveilalting
world.  Sin and mifery, my brethren! are fo joined to--
gether, as never to be feparated, neither here nor heres
after. And yet, plain as this is, fome will take no warn-
ing. 1hough they have, before their eyes, continual
proofs that criminal-offenders are fure to be punifhed,
one time or other ; though, for the moit part, they are-
found out in their fir/ oftence, and never do elcape, for-
2 long time together ;—yet fo blind will men be, as, even
againtt all hope, to venture upon the defperate hazard,
Now if this be the cafe, as to what you fee with youp
eyes, no wonder that it is fo hard to make you affelled,:
with things unfeen, 'This {bews you, what a fad thing it
15, to be under the power of fenfual lufts. ' For, though our
biefled Lotd is ¢ come from the dead,’ to perfuade you
as to things eternal; and though the datly inftances of
men brought to fhame and punithment in this life are,
one would think, fufficient warnings for all, to beware
of their unhappy fate ; though you hear the borrid clank
of the galling fetters which poor unhappy eriminals are-
obliged to drag about ; though you know of the dark-
and difmal dungeons, in which they are locked down ;
the tedious nights 2nd days of difgracsful confinement,

which
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which they muit endure, and at the-fame time have a
fecret dread even of fuch confinement being at an end
when they are to be brought out for fpectacles:ito. the;
world ; | fay, though thefe things are every day hap-
pening before your eyes; and-the {orrowful f ighing of the:
prifoners, with wbich they lament the lofs of liberty,
and dear reputation, call upon you, louder than words
can exprefs, to beware of ¢ coming into the fame difmal
place of torment,” to whichtheir wices- have: brought
them ; yet you fee that neither the certainty of erernal

ruin hereaﬁer, nor of prefent difgrace and. fuffering here,
are fufficient warnings to-meny fo long as they yieid:

themfelves up to be the fervants of fini— But, ‘my bre-
thren ! roufe yourfelves- from this wretched flavery, and
burft the chains which bold you in fuch a miferable and
dangerous bondage ; call to- mind- how fafe and bappy.
you may be, if you wnlL, remember, and ¢ fhew your-
felves men.”  Refolve, rafolue, refolve to be free ; for if
ye become the feivants. of Chrift, if you put yourfelvcs'
under his condudt, ¢ ye fhall be free indeed,’ fre€ from,
ﬁn, and free from fear, Refolve, 1 fay, and ciy mighuly
in ‘praver to (5cd for the help of his fpirit ;. and never
leave off praying and friving till you have conguered:
your evil habits, till you have faved yourfelves from the:
ways of a wicked world ; then you will enjoy the giori-
ous liberty of Chriftians, and bz blefled with peace and:
10y unipeakzble ; ¢ for God will then take up his abode
¢ with you, and dwell with vou, and you fhall be his
* people, and he wiil be your God and you will at
length arrive at that world, where : there thall be no
¢ more death, nei her forrow nor cryiny, neither fhall
¢ tuere be any more pam |
And ¢ may he, who alone is abie to do.it, tHus blefs-
this poor attempt of mine to yowr fouls ; that ¢ the eyes
¢ of vour underﬂmding being enlightened, you may.
¢ begin to foliow, in this your day, the things that be-
¢ leng to your prefentand everlafting peace and happinefs,*
< before they be hid for ever from ycur eyes I’ . Amen.

Ot
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St Pavl faith of himflf, that he had been the chief of

finners 3 but when he was flopt in his finful courfe, and
had thoughts of becoming a followver of Fefus Chrift, then it
apas that he began to pray. (See Alts ix. 11.) Aud if
this book dies you any good, it awill be fure to put you upon
lifting up your hearts to God, with greater earnefinefs
than you have ever yet done.~Till you can furnifk yours

* Jelves ;berg/fore with a larger fet of dewotions, I hawe here
provided you with,

A SHORT OFFICE

FOR THE

PENITENT, RETURNING SINNER;
‘Chiefly taken from the Book of Conmon Praver.

mighty God, with full purpofe of
amendment of -life, And if I perceive
| my offences to be fuch as arc not one
Iy aga'nft God, but alfo againft my
neighbours, then T muft reconcile my-
felt anto them, being ready to make
them fat'sfa¢tion, according to the ut-
termoft of my power, for all injuries
and wrongs denc by me to any other ;
and being likewife ready to forgive o-
thers who have offended me, as I

would have forgivenefs of my offences

"1“ O the Lord our God belong mer-l
cies and forgivenelles, thoush we
have rebeiled againft him; neither
have we obeyed the voice of the Lord
cur God, to wallk in his laws which
he hath fet befote us, Dan. ix. g, 10.
I will arife and go to my father,
and will fay unto him, FatherT have
finned againft heaven, and before thee,
and am no more worthy to be cailed
thy fon. Luke xv, 13,

at God’s hand.

HE fcripture, in many places,
inviteth us to acknowledge and
confefs our manifold fins and wicked-

nefs ; and that we fhould not diffem-
ble nor cloke them before the face of
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
but confefs them with an humble,
lowly, penitent and obedient heart, to
the end that we may obtain forgive-
nefs of the fame, by his infinite good-
nels and mercy, I muit therefore
examine my lifc and converfation by
the rule of God’s commandments, and
wherein foever I perceive mylelf to
have offended, either by will, word,
or deed, there I muft bewail my own
&nfulnefs, and confefs myfelf to Al-

Thus I muft judge
‘myfelf, that I be nct judged of the
Lord. I muft have a lively and ftead-
faft faith in Chrift my Saviour ; and
I muit return to him who is the mer-
cifu} receiver of all true penitent fin-
ners 3 affuring myfelf that he is rea-
dy to recelve me, and moft willing to
pardon me, if I come unto him with
faithful repentance; if 1 fubmit my-
felf unto h'm, and from henceforth
walle in his holy ways ; if I take his
eafy yoke and light-burden upon me,
following him in lowlinefs, patience,
and charity, being guided by the grace
of his holy foirit, feeking always his
glory, and ferving him duly in my
calling
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calling with thank{giving, This if |
do, Chr.ft will deliver me from th
curfe which fhall hight upon then
that fhall be fet on his left band ;
and he will fet re on his right h:md
and give me the gracious blefiing of
his Father, commanding me to take
pofleflion of his glericus kingdom ;
unto w hich may he veuchfate to bring
e, of his infinite mercy. Amen,

Here paufe a sctiie, 1norder (o recolle
yourfelf 5 ard toen g5 cx, [avirg,
Lord Ged, holy and ity 1t
erieves me that [ have offended
thee, by loving and ce]rghunw in O«
ther things mwore thzn in thee, to

whom all love, dutv, and oledenve; judge of all men. Iacknowled

are cue,

It prieves me, that 1 have cffended
tfhec, by teking thy holy nane m
vain; by fweanng tw. 1t rafbly; or
by mentioning :t without reverence
upen irffling occafons,

It greves me, that ] have fo often

A Prefervative from

—or by intemperance in eating of
dnnklrgg.

It grieves me, that T have offended
thee, O righteous God, by picking
and flealing ; by clcfraudlng others;’
or by bmng unfaithtul in femng thﬁﬁ:
who hare employed me,

It grieves me, that I have cffended,
by lving and flandering, tale-bearing
and flattery ; or by covetaufnefs; en-
vy at the good fuccefs of others, or
by being difcontent with\my own con-

dition,

Then Aneel dewn, and [ay,
A Lmighty God, Father of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, malcer of all thinge,

ge and
bewail my manifold fins and wicked-
nefles, which I from time to time
moft grievoufly have cecmmitted, by
theught, word and deed, agamﬁ thy
divine Majefty, provoking moft juftly
thy wrath and indignation againft me,

I doearneflly repent, and am heartily

cfiended thee, O God, by negleét ng! forry for thefe my mifdoings ; the re-
to attend thy public wotth:p, and bx men:brance of them 1s grievans unto
m:fuimg thy holy fabbaths, me; the burden of them is intolera-

It grieves e that | haveereroffend-| ble.  Have mercy upon me, have
ed thee, by being uncutiful o my pa- mercy upon fre, mpft reerciful Fa-
rents ; that I have not been duh l'ub-l ther; for thy Son, aur Lord Jefus
miffive towards my betters; that I i(‘hnﬂ s fake, forgne me all that s
_have behaved pn:umj and difca:n-, paﬂ and grant that I may ever here-
fully towards my equals and infrrurs, ‘amr ferve and pleafe thee in neu.-

It erieses me, that { have {o often | nefs of life, to the honout and glory

oﬁ'mded by exceffive anger, revenge, ' 'of thy name, through jefus Chnft

or creelry. — 1 Jament, O Lerd Ged, ‘oyur Lord, Arren,
for all the eaccuragement which I
have given to other mer.’s {fins; either PS AL M LI

by jeining with them thercin, or b
‘nezlecling to reprove them for them,
—For all the provocation, which |
bate ever given others; tor a:l the
finful pafiicns which I have eier
{hewn, the reproachiul [pecches which
I have vled; o= the ill-will 1 have
borne towards thofé, who have at any
tire provoked me.—For all the jea-
Joufies which I have entertained ; or
the evil furmifes 1 have uttered

It prieves me, O moft holy Ged,
that I have cflended thee {0 often, by
impuretheugl.ts, or worcs, or altions,

y| H AV E mercy upon me, O Goi,

after thy great goedpels, accor-
ing to the multitude of thy mercies
do away mire oftences,

Wath me thoroughly from my
wickednefs; and cleanfe me from my
fin.

For I acknowledge my faults, and
my fin is ever before me.

But le, thou requireft truth in thﬂ
inward parts, and fhalt make me un-
derfland wifdom fecretly,

Turn thy face from my fips, and
put out all my mifdeecs,

Mek-
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Make me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a night fpirit ‘within me,

Caft me not away from thy pre-
fence; and take not thy holy fpirit
from me,

O give me the coinfort of thy help
egain 3 and ftablith me with thy frec
{pirit,

Then fhall 1 teach thy ways unto
the righteous, and finners fhall be
converted unto thee,

Deliver me from blood-guiitinefs,
'O Gad, theu that art the God of my
-health, and my tongue fhall fing of
thy righteou(nefs,

Thou fhalt o;en my lips, O Lord,
and my mouth fhall fhew thy praife,

For thou defireft no facr:fice, elfe
would I.give it thee; but thou de-
lighteft net in burnt ofterings.

The facrifice of God is a troubled
‘fpirit : a broken and contrite heart,
O God, fhait thou not defp:fe,

Glory be to theFather, and to the
-Son, and to the Holy Ghoft.

As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever fhall be, world without end.
Amen,

Lord have mercy upon me.

Chrift have mercy upon me,

Lord have mercy upon me,

UR Father which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come ; thy will be done in

KA
() Moft mighty God and merciful

Father, who haft compaffion up-
on all men, and hatet nothing that
thou haft made, who wouldeft not the
death of a finner, but that he flould
rather turn from his fin and be faved ;
mercifully forgive me my trefpaffes ;
receive and comfort me, who am
grieved and wearied with the burden
of my finss Thy property is always
to have mercy ; to thee only it apper-
taincth to forgive fins, Spare me,

therefore, good Lord, fpare me, whom
thou haft redcemed ; enter nat into

judgment with thy fervant, who am

vile earth, and a miferable finner;
but fo turn th ne anger from me, who
meckly acknowledze my vilenefe,
and truly repent me of my faujts;
and fo make hafte to help me in this
world, that I may ever live with thee
in the world to come, threugh Jefus
Chnft our Lord,  Amen,

URN thou me, O good Lord,
and fo fhall I be turned, Turn,

‘O Lord, the whole fiream of my af-
-t fe€tions, trom the love of wickednefs

and vanity, to the pure love of thee s
and make me {o to love the things
which thon commandeft, and to de-
fire that which thon doft promife,
that among all the temptations and
troutles of the world, my heart may
furely there be fixed where true joys

earth, as it #sin heaven : give us this} are to be found, thro' Jefus Chrift

day our daily ‘bread ; aad forgive us
our trelpafles, as we forgive them
-that trefpafs againft vs ; and lead vs
not into temptation 3 but deliver us
from evil, Amen.

O Lord, fave me thy fervant,

Who put my truft in thee,

Send me help from above,

And evermore mightily defend me.

Ilelp me, O God, my Saviour,

And for the plory cf thy name de-
liver me; and be merciful to me a
{inner, for thy name’s fake,

O Lord, hear my prayer,

And let my cry come nnto thee,

our Lord, Amen,

- A prayer fir Chafiry,
(G RE AT and glorious Lord God !

thou art a being of infinite holj -
nefs, and unfpotted puority, and haft
declared thy hatred and abhorrence of
all impurity and uncleannefs, I pre-
fent myfelt before thee at this time,
befeeching thee to give me a heart full
of lorrow and concern, that I am fo
far from that purity and holinefs,
which thou requiref, and which is
neceffary to make me meet to partake
of the joys and delights of thy king-
dam,

‘] COMiCy
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¢ I come, befecching thee to par-
don 2}l the impure thoughts, defires,
and purpofes which 1 have everenter-

fet me, confidering that idlenefs is the
[ 4
| 3
¢ taired in my mind, and all the im-
£
. 1

occafion of impurity, Teach me to
keep a ftrict guard over my fenfes, to
refrain from all-evil and corrupt come
munitations ; and grant that my fpeech
may be fuch, as may do good to thofe
with whom I converfe, Teach me to
be grave in my drefs, moderate in my
diet, temperate in the ufe of al} things,
prudent in the choice of my company,
and careful to keep under my body,
and bring it into fubjection.,

Give me wifdom to abftain from
feeing all fuch fights, and from read-
ing all fuch books, as are apt to excite
in me impure defires, or Jightnefs of
{oitit 5 to be conftant and diligent in
reading and meditating on the holy
{criptures, which are able to cleanfe
the heart, and to excite in it pious
affetions.

Grant that my foul and body may
be preferved pure and undefiled ; that
glorifying thee in my body, and in my
fpirit now, I may hereafter be glori-
fied by thee,

Give me a firm faith in thy power,
for the fubduing all impurity, and
whatever is contrary to thy bleffed will
in my foul, Let no difcouragements
keep me from prefenting frequent-and
fervent petitions to thee, for this ex-
ccllent and neceffary gift of chaftity,

modeft and unchafte behaviour and

alticns of my life, And, O merci-
¢ ful Ged, 1 implore pardon and for-
¢ givenefs for all who hare tempted
¢ me, or have beea tempted by me,
¢ or who have been partzkers with
¢ me, in any kind cf impurity. Ref-
¢ cue them from the power of their
¢ lufts, and grant that they may be-
¢ come holy in thy fight.’

O te thou pleafed to purge and
cleanfe me from all filthinefs of fleth
and fpirit, that my body may bea
holy temple, fit for thy holy fpirit to
dwell 1n, '

Make me always to remember, that
thou art every w here prefent, and that
all things,how fecret {oever theybe kept
from men, are naked and open to thy
all-feeing eve, Let me ever remember
what thy holy word declares, that
whore- mongers and zdulterers fhall‘be
judged and condemned by thee, and
that no unclean perfon fhall enter into
thy kingdom, and that for the fake of
thele thinzs, the wrath of God cometh
vpon the children of diic bedience,

I know, O Lord, that purity is thy
‘gift; but T koow likewiie that thou
wilt not beflow it on fuch as be floth~ {in the name of onr great Mediator,«
ful and negligent, in ufing the means | Jefus Chrift, to whom, with thee.and
which thou haft appointed for the at- {the Holy Ghoft, be all honour and
tainment of it, JJake me then dili- |glory, thank{giving and praife, now
gent and induftricus in the place and }and for ever, Amen, T




