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A refpectable number of Citizens having form:
- ed themfelves into a Socicty for promoting
- the Manumiflion of Slaves, anid proteting
Such of them as have been, or may be, liberat-
edy the following Extralts from their Pro-

ceedings, are publifbed jfor the information
of the Public. . |

¢ THE benevolent Creator and Father of men, hav.
ing given to them all an equal right to life, li-
berty, and property, no Sovercign power on carth can
suftly deprive them of cither ; but in conformity to im-
partial government and laws to which they have ex-
prefsly. or tacitly confemted, | |
¢ It-is our duty, therefore, both:as free Citizens and °
Chriftians, not only to- regard with compaffion, the in<
juttice done to thofe among* us who are held as flaves ;
but to endeavour, by lawful waysand means, to 2nahle
them torfhare equally with us,.in that: civil and religi-
ous Liberty, with -which ‘an indulgent providence has
blefled thefe States, and to _which thefe our brethren
are, by nature, as much cntitled 1o as ourfelves:
¢ 'The violent attempts lately made to feize and ex.
part for fale, feveral frec Negroes, who were peacesbly
following their refpe@ive occupations, in' this:icity,.
muft excite the indignation of every friend o humani.
ty, and ought to receive exemplary punifimunt. :
“ The hopes of impunity is-too- often-an invinciblz -
temptation to.tranfgreilien ;. and as the helplefs con-
dition of the perfons alluded to, doubtlefs expofed them.
to the outrage they experienced; {o it is probable that
the likecircumftances may again expofe them and others -
to fimilar violences, Deltitute of friends and of knous -
ledge, ftruggling with poverty, and accuftomed to fub.
miffion, they are uncer great difadvantages in affertingy
their rights,. - . .
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** Thefe confiderations induce .us to farm. ourfélvee
into a Sociewy, to-be-fliled 3 Sbeiety forpromoting “he
Muanumifion ofiSlaves, and- provedling. fuch.ofithem a3
have been, or may.be, liberated.. -

*“ And that the'objetls of  the Society may be pur-
fued with uniformity and’ pyopricty, we have agreed
that it {hall be regulated by the followingiroles :-

I. The Saciety, at their nextMecting, fhall clely
by a majority of votes, to be taken.by,. ballot, a Rrefi-
den, Vice-Prefident, Sccrctary,and Treafurer, who fhall.
re{pellively. cantinue in office- for one ycar.frometha
wine of their cledtinn, at the expiration of which time,,
and of every fucceeding year, there fhall. be a:new clec-
tion of oflicers in the fame moanner.

1T, The Prefident flial} have autbority. to maintain.
nrder and decoram at the Megting, of the Society, - and
10 call a fpecial Meeeing at any time upen. the requefk
cf the Stending Committee herein afier.mentivped.

III. The V.ice.Prefident,. in theabfence of the Pre-.
fidert, (hall have the fame authority piven ta the Przfi.
dent ; and in cafe the Prefident fhould dic or. he dife,
placed, the Vice-Prefidenc fhall officiate-till a new Pre-
fident be clefted:

1V. The Secretary fhall keep a record of. the pro-
ceedings.of the Society, in a book. to be provided fer
the purpofs, and, thal! caufe to be-pablithed, from time-
10 time, fuch part of the proccedings or reflolutions as
the Society may,arders,.or:the Prelident, with the con..
fent of the Standing Committee, between the Mectings,
of the Saciety, may think. proper to direlt,

V. ‘T'he Treafurer, if required hy the Socicty, fhail.

give fecurity for the faithful difebarge of the trull 1e.
pofed in him, and fhgll keep regular accoumts of the.
monies he has reccived and paid, ablerving alyvays, to,
pay no monics wihout.an order figned by the Prefi-.
dent, and a majority: of the Standing. Commintee, who
sre prohibited from drawing, between the flated Mect-

ings of the Socicty, for a larger fum than Tin. Psuxdog,
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weli6impowerediby a. fpecidl - orddr of the<Society at
siprevious Medetinge. .~ ¢ S

VI Ifiany of the officers above named, fhould:die,
mfign;.or bedifplaced, the Sotiety fhall fill. che vacancy
in: the mode:prefceibed by the firlk rule; andtifithe Pres
fidonrand Vice-Prefident, or the Secretary, orTreaiurer
be abfént at any of the Meztings, the Society. muy cleék
enc. to ofbiviate in‘his room, gro tempsre. . . ..
- VIL . he Sociery fhall meet once in.cvery. quaster;
that-is.to- {2y, on the fecond Thurfday in February s
on the. fecond: Thurfday in May ; on the fecond Tharf.
day.in. AuguRt, and on the fecond Thuriday 1n Novems
ber in every year, at fuch place as fhull from time to
wme be’ agreed:upon, in order:to receive the -rrrms of
tho'Scanding Committee, and devife thewaysand m
ofascumplithing the obje&s of this Inftitution. -‘qw:

V3L, That eight Members, with the Prefident ox
Vice~Brefddent, -be @ quoruin- of the Society for tran(s.
slting bufinefe, —

IX:. Every: Member, on- fubfcribing thefe rules, fhall
pay-into the hands of the Treafarer, the flum cf Eighs
ohellings, and-the fum of FourS&iliixgs at the cemmence.
ment of eachs quarter, and all donatons to the Socicty
{ball be. ma @ through the Prefident, who fhall pay them.
to the-Treafurer, and report the fame to the Society at
the niexe quarterly Mecting.

X. Any- perfon defiring.to be-admiued a Member of
this Society, fhalt be propofed w.the Sacicty ataQuar..
terly Meeting, and be tallotted. for.at the next Quuarter-
'y Mceeting, and if; upon counting the ballots, two-
thirds of tne Mcembers prefent fhall be found to be v
Eis favour, he fhall be declared a. Member,

XI. The Society flizll have thepower of expelling
apy perfon whom they may deent unworthy of conti-.
nuing a Mcinber of it. '“

XII. A Standing Commirtee of fix Members, fhall
be cleCted by ballor, at the firlt Quarterly Mecting, four
of the Commirttee fhai be a quorum, and it fhall te
their-duty, to carry into execution ia the recels, and,.
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at theexpence of the Socicty, the orders given:to then
by the Socicty, and generally to: purfue fuch- mes.
fuires as appear. to them beft calculated to- attain the-
ends of tﬁc-‘ Society.:. - It thall likewife be their duty
to.report their proceedings in.writing at.the-next Quar-
terly Moecting of the Society,. at which-time, the two.
firlt, Members of the Committee named on; the:Minutes,.
thall be releafed fram fesvice, and two.other perfons
elected by . ballot, to ferve in theiriroom.. -And.at eve-
ry fucceeding Quarterly ' Mceting,. the fame ceremony.
faall be obferved with: refpe&t to.two other Members of
the Committee in the order which. theis names ftand:on
the Minutes. - C o e
" XIII. The foregoing-rules fhall. be-in:force without
slteration, for the {pace of fix. months,. from™ the: firft
Q\m.y,- crly ‘Meeting, after which period- they fhall be
fulieft to fuch alterations as {hall he agreed: upon by
a_majority of the Members of the Society at 2.Quarter-
ly Meeting.” ' o
At 3-Meeting of ‘thie Séciety on’ the 10th inftant,
they proceeded to clc&® by ballot, their. olbcers, ana:
Standing Committee, and on-cnunting-the hallots, the
following perfons.appeared to bie eleéted,. ra avir,
“The Hon. JOHN. JAY, Elq;. Prefident.
""" Samuel Franklin,. Vice-Prefident.
ohn Murray, Jun, ‘Lreafurer.
;Zm Kéefe, Eiq; Secretary..

Melanlion Smith,

Liaawrance- Embree, |

Dr. Fames Cdefavell, | Standirg:
Ezekiel Robinsy, - [ Commitiee.
‘William Goferthy "~ |

Blijah Cock, J

After the'Elettion was cloled,. the Society ordered,.
that-the Standing  Committee, . at their difcretion, re-
ceive the fubfcriptions of fuch perfons defiring to bee.
come Members of the Society as were preveated from
attending this Evening; and that the Committee puh..
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lith the proceedings of the Society in fuch nfanner xs
they.may ‘judge moft proper for the information of the
Public. . - Publifhed by Order of the Prefident,
And Standing Committes,
- *JOHN K EESE, S,
City of New-York, Feb, 4, 1785, . :

At a Quarterly Meeting, of the Society for promot-
ing the Manumiffion of Slaves, and proteéting fuch of
them as have been, or may be, liberated, 'held at the
Coffee-Houfe, it the 'City of New-Yark, on the 1oth
Day of November, 1785 ;- Ordersd, That the f'ol‘_lowini
rule, for-the government of the Society, be fubftitute
inftead of the 10th rale, viz.” - - |
**4¢ Any perfon, defiring to be admitted a Member of
this Society, fhall apply to the ftanding Committee ;
who fhall propofe him to the Society at the fubfequent
Quarterly Meceting, when he fhall be ballotted for ;.
ant if upon® counting the ballots, two-thirds of the
Members prefent, fhall be found to be in~his favour,
he fhall be deemed a Member,” - 7 |

Qrdeved, Thatthe flanding ‘Committee take order for
printing two thoufand copies of a Pamphlet, entitled,
“ A Dialogue concerning the flavery of ihic Africans;
fhewing it to be the duty and inteteft of the American
Colonies to emancipate all the African Slaves, dediv
cated to the Honorable the Continental Congrefs, pub.
lilhed at Norwich, in‘the year 1776, with an Appendix
and Notes thereto.” Exiraét from the Minutes,

By Order of the Society,
" JOH N KEESE, Sely.
At.a Metting of the Standing Committee, of the
Society for .promating the'Manumifiion of -Slaves, &c.
field the.1ath Day of November, 178¢.
- Refolved, That a Pamphler, entitled, © A Dialogue
on the flavery of the Afticans, &c.” be immediately
-publifhed, agreeable to the Order of the Society,

. By Order of the Comm'ittcc,
WILLIAM SHOTWE L1, Sec’y.

r
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To the Homu sable Members of the CON TIN E_rNTuAi.
CONGRESS, -prﬁéﬂ:ﬁtjﬂﬁf&-of - the THIRTEEN
 Usireo Awenioan Cotowras™,

Mucs HONOURED‘GENTLEMEN,

. AS God the Great Fatherof the Univerfe, “has made
4 X ‘you-the fathers of thefe Colonics ;. and im . anfwer
fothic prayers of his pedple, given yda coun(el,-and -that
wifdom and -integtity, in ‘the cxertion -of .which, you
have been fuch great and extédhive. bleflings, .and ob.
tained the apprbbation and applav{e of your conftituents,
and thie refpet and veacration of <he nations _u swhole
fight you have a&ed, .in the impoitant, smoble:ftruggle
for Liasrty: We naturally lobk'to you in'bebalt of
fnore thdn’ half a.million of perfons in thefe Colonies,
tvho -are under fuch a degree. of appréflion and - tyran.
iy, as to-be wholly deprived of . all ciyil -and" perfunal
liberty, to which they -have as.good a right asguy of
their fellow men, and are reduced ta the - molt abjet
ftate of bondage and flavery, without any juft caufe.
' "We have particular encouragement thus to- apply to
you, finge you have had the “honour and happinets of
Teading ‘théle "Colenits .to.refolve ‘to Rap the -flave-
trade ; and to buy no more, (laves imported from Afri-
ca. We have the {atisfaltion of .the -belt:affurunces
that 'you have done'this not-meerlyfrom political rea-
for's; but.-froma convittion of the unrightecufnels and
crdelty '6f that trade, -and'a regard ¢o juftice and bene-
valence, decply fenfible of the'inconfiftence ot promot.
Ing the flavery of the Africans, at tge {ame time we are
aflerting our own'civil‘liberty, at the rifque of onr for-
tuncs and lives, “This "leaves’in v-ur minds no doubt of
yoar being -{énfible of the ¢qual uhrightcoufnefs znd

b The resderis defired to odierve, that the firft cdition of
' this dialogue was publithed early in the year 3775, tefore thades
claration of our Indcpeadence,
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oppreflion, as well as inconfiflence with ouifelves, im
holding fo many hundreds of thoufands of blacks in fla-
very, who' have an equal right to freedom with our-
felves, . while we are maintaining - this firuggle for our-
‘own and our children’s’ liberty.: and ‘a hope and. con-
fidence that the cries -and'-tears of thefe -opprefled will
be regarded by you ; ‘and that vour wifdom. and the
great inflience you-:-have in thefe colonies; will he fo -
properly ands effeCtuslly exerted, asto bring aboat-a to-
tal- abolition of flavery, infuch a manner as fhall greatly
‘promote theé kappinefs-of thofe-opprefled frangess, and
the beft interelt.of the public, . S

"There are many difficelties-and obftacles, we are {cn-
fible, in the way of ihis gopd work : But when the pro-
pricty; importance, and neceflity of it,- come into vicwr,s
we think ourfclves warranted to addrefs you, in the °
words fpoken-to Ezra, on an occafion not wholly dif-’
fimilar.. ¢ Arife, for this matter belongeth unto you ;
we alfo will be with you : be of g 0d courage and do it.”

The righteous and merciful governor ¢f the world
hae given the greatefl encouragement w go on, and the-
roughly exccute: judgment, .and deliver the fpoiled-
out. of the hand of the oppreffor, both in his word, and
in the wonderful things he hasdone for us {ince we have
began to reform this public iniquity. But if we itop-
here; what .will be the. confequence e -

It is obfervable, that when the Swifs were engaged -
in their ftruggle for liberty,” in which they  fo re-
markably fucceeded, they entered into the followirng.
public refolve : ¢ No Swifs thall take away any thing
by violence from.another, ncither in time of war, ner
peace.” ® How reafonatle and important is it that we-
thould at this time heartilv enter into, and thoroughly-.-
execute fuch a relolution ! And that this implies the-

, Emancipation of all our African flaves, furelv none cans
oubt.

® Dr. Zuprvy's Short Account, v, 4T...

A 2.
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n this view, the following dialogue.is.humbly offered
|, hopjng that it. may, have yout approba.

e your, perufa
.tion aAnd- patrondgt. . PO

May you.- ) the ;poor: of ‘the: pepples {ave..the
children -of "the needy, relieve the opprefled, and de-
Jiver the fpoiled owt of the handsof the oppredlor ;.and.be
.1ke. happy- inftruments .of: procuring and efablithiog
univerfal: LIBERTY; 1O white and_black, £0 be trani-

.Joitted -dowp O ~lh¢{]al‘:&.}mﬁgﬁgyj ; \V.ith EE‘h efteem,
menis :.W:_fm,..honourgblc

;and the. neoflt tfﬁﬂﬂdlﬁkfﬁl}w
Gentlemen,, - S .
A ;Y.our ﬁ‘;g‘y:h-‘.-mhlc. f;:.t_?lﬂu; f

s BRI T.QR 5.
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A DIALOGUE, &c.

4. 51‘3, Whatdo you think of.the-motion made by -

) fomeamong uy, to free all our - African faves?
“They :fay, that. our holding thefe blatksiinlavery,-as.
we do;. is.an open violation of the law- of:God, and is.
fo great an inftance of wnrighteoulnefs and crusity, that.
we canpat, expedt: deliverance-from prefent calamities,
.and fuccels inour ftruggle for liberty in the American..
colonies, wiotil we repent, and make all the-reftitution.
in our.power, For-my part, I:think they carry - things
much too far.on ‘this head ; snd if-any:thing might be
.done for the freedom of:our flaves, this-is not-a-proper
‘thme to attend toit, whileawe arein fuch a'ftate of war
and diftrefs, and affairs of much greater importance de-
,magd_,all.onnantmion, and-the utmoft - exertion of the.

ablic. .
'P‘B:' Sit; I:anngldd you have intreduced this fuhjeét,
e{pecially, as you own 2 number of thefe flaves ; I'fhall -
axtend to it with pleafure, and ofier my fentiments up-.
on it freely, expetling you.will as trecly propofe theob-
je&tiong you fhall have againft any thing'l fhall advance.
And I rake leave hete to obferve, that-3f the flavery in
‘which we hold the blacks, is wrong ; it is a«wvery great-
and public.fin; and therefore-a fin whick God isnew
teRifying againit in the calamities he.has brought wpon .
ug, confequently muft be reformed, before we can rea.
fonibly ¢xpedt deliverance, or even-fincerely -atk-for it.
It would be.sworle than madnefls then, to put off atten.
tion to this natter, under the notion of attending o
more important affairs.  This-is déling-hxe theumari.
ser, who, when his: fhip is filling with-water, negle@s.
% ltop the leak o ply the pump, that-hesay- mend: hise,
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fails, There are at the loweflt computation, 800,000
dlaves int Britifh America, includingshe#eff- India iflands ;
‘and a great part ‘of thefe, ate in the calonieson’ the con-
tinent, .. And -it.this.is in cvery inflance wrong, un-
‘righteoufnels and- oppreffion-; it -muit-be a very great
and crying fin, there berngrothing of the kind equal to
1t.on the tace ot the carth, Therc are bt few of thele
{laves, indeed in New-England, compared with the valt

-numbers in the-iflands and the fouthern colonies ;s and

-they are treated much better on the continent, and efpe.-

:cially .among "us, than they arc v the J¥ef.Indies.

But if it be all wrong, and 1cal appretiion of the poor
-helplefs blacks, we, by refufing ro break this yake, and

et thefe injured captives go fice, do praflicsily julify

.and fupport this flavery in general, and make onrfelves,

.in a meafare at lealt, anfwerable fur.the whele: and
we have no‘way to exculpate ourfzives from the guile.of
the whole, and bear proper teftimony againft this great

.evil, but.by freeing .all our.fluves. Surely then, this
matter admits of no delay;; but demands our firft, and
moft ferious attention,-and fpeedy reformation.

. A, Iacknowledge the flawe trade,.as it has been cars
ried on with the Africans, cannot be juftified, Batl
am not.yet convinced that it-is wrong.to keep thofe in
perpetual bondage, who by .this trade have been tranf-

ortéd from Afriea to us,. and ara become our-{laves.

FP I viewed thisig;the light fou da, I {(hould agree with

_you that it is of «he-highet importance that they fhould
all be made free. without delay ; as we could not cx.
pefl the favour of  Heaven,or with any confitency afk

.it,, fo long as they are held in bondage, -

. B.1amglad you have attended to the aftair {o much
.a3.to be convinced. of .the unrighteoufne(s of .the flave

trade. Indeed, ghis conviflion has been {o fpread of

late, that it is has reached almoftall men onthe conti-
nent, exceptfome of,thofc who are.too deeply interefted
in.it, to admit the light which condemns it, And it
has mow but few advocates, I believe, being generally
¢ogdemnued . and _cxploded. . Aud the members of the
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Continental Cougrefs have done themfelves much ho-
nour, in advifing the American colonicsto drop this trade
entirely ; and refolving not to buy another flave, ‘that
thall be imported from Africa. .
But I think it of importance that this-trade fhould not
only be condemned as wrong, BHut atréntively confidersd
in {ts real pature, and all its fhockihg attendants and
circamftances ; which will lead as to'think of it with a
deteftation and horror, which this fcene of inhumantty,
oppreflion and cruclty, exceeding every thing ‘of the
kind that has ever been .perpetrated by the fons of men,
‘is’ fuited to excite; and awaken usto a proper indigha-
tion againtt the authors of this violence and dutrage,
.dane to theis {ellow men ; and to feelings of humanit
and pity towards our brethren, who are the miferable
fafferers. 'Thercfore, though I gm mnot able to paint
‘this horrid fcene of barbarlty and complicated iniquity,
to the life, or even to tell the one half whicli may be
told, in the fhort time ‘allotted for this converfatinon;
yet I will fuggeft a few: particularsy leaving you, if you
plasfe, to conlult the authors who thave.given'a more
particular deicription. : . ‘
Moft of the Africans are in “a flite of Keathenifin;
and {unk down 1tits that ignorance and barbarity, inte
which'mankind naturally fall, when deftitute of divine
revelation,  Their landsare fertile, and produce allthe
neccflaries of life: The inhabitants are divided inty -
many dittinct. pations or. clans; and ot courfe are fre.
quently ?ntering into.quarrels, and open war with each
other. The Europeans, Erglif’, French, Dutch, &c, have
carried on ‘2 trade with'them for above 100 yéars; and
have taken advantage of their ignorance and barbarity,
to per{uade them to enter into the inhunian practice of
{elling one another to'the Eurgpeans, for the cemmodi-
ties whick they cxery @ them, mott of which, they
fand in no real need of ¢ but mighe live as well, or bet.-
fer without them : purticularly {piritous liquors, which
. -have been carried to them ;n great quantities by the

d
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‘Aumcricans, "They, by this means, have tempted and ex.
cited the poor ‘blacks to make war upon one anviher,
in order to ger captives, {preading diftrefs, Gevattation
and . deftsultion over a vatt country ; by ‘which many
millions have perifhed : and millions of others, “have
been captivated, and (old 1o the Europeans and Amaricans,
into-a {tate of @lavery, much worfe than death. Add
the inhabitants of the towns near the fea, are-taught ‘to
exert all the art and power they have, to entrap and'de-
c0y one another, that they may make flaves of them, and
fell them to us for rum; by "W{liCh they intoxicate them.
{elves, and become more.brutifh and~l%’.vage than other-
wife they could be, fo tlfat there are’but'few inftances
of fobricty, honefty, or even humanity, in thefe towns
on the fee, to which .the Euwropeans have accefs : uand
thsy who live the furthéft from thefe places, are-the
leaft-vicious, and mpch morecivil and humane,

"They Rand in.no need of the rum’that is carried:there
An fuch vaft quantities, by which fo .many thoufads
have bten enflaved, and which has fpread fuch infivite
mifchief among them, And I'lcaveit with-you tocon.
fider to-what.a dreadful degree the Americans have, by
this abominable praftice, brought the cut{e upon them,
pronounced by.an infpired-prophet ; and how very ap.
plicable it is to this cale. ~ ¢ Woc unto him that:giv.
*“ cth his neighbour drink: that putteft thy bottle to
“ him, and makeft him drunken alfo, that thou may{t
¢ look on theirnakednefs™®.” And is notthis curfe evi-
dently come upon-us, .in a dreadful degree, in fucha
way, as to paint itfclf out, {fo that he who runs may
read it? We bave put the bottle to our neighboars
mouths, by carryingimmen(c quantitics of rum to them,
and inticed them to drink, that wa might take advuntage
of their weakunefs, and thercby gratify our lufts, "By
ruis means multitudes of them have been enflaved, and
carried tp theW'e3- lndia iflands, there to be kept tohard
labour, and treated ten thoufand times worfe than dogs.
In confequence of which, incredible quantities of rum,

* tab, 'l'h IS-
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and, moalaffes which has been diftilled, into rum, among”
ourfelves, have been imported ; the moft of which 19
confumeéd in intemperance and drunkennefs, ih fuch a
dreadful degree, as to exceed any thing.of the 'kind in -
any part ofithe world ;. by which thoufands, yea milli-
ons, have ruined themfelves, body and foul, for ever.
Let any one confider this, and forbear to confefs, if he
can, that this woe has fallen heavily upon us, and that in
fucl}.a way and “conncétion' as to poiut out the finful-
caufe.

Butto return. ‘This trade has been carried- on for
a century and more, and for many years palt, above an
hundred thoufand have been brought off the coaft in a
year, fo that many, mnany millions have been torn from '
their native country, their acquaintance, relations and:
friends, and molt of theni-put into-a ftate of flavery, both'
themfelves,and their children for cver, if they fhall have
any pofterity, much worfe than death. - When numbers
of thele wretched creatures are colleted by the favages, -
thiey are brought into the public marker to be fold, alk:
naked as-they were boin. The more than favage flave-.
metchant vicws them, and {ends his' furgeon, morepar-
ticularly to examine them, as to the foundnefs. of tlieir
limbs, theivage, &c.  All thiat are pafled as fie for file,
arc brandcd withi a hot iron in. fome part of their body,
with the buyersmark ; and thenconfined, crowded ta-
gether in fome clofe hold, till a convenient time to put
them on beard'a fhip. When they are brought on
board, all are immediatcly put in irons, except fome of
the women perhaps, and the finall children, where they
are fo crowded together in that hot elimute, that com--
monly a confiderable number dicen their paffageto the
Weft Indies, occafioned paytly by their confinement,.
partly: by the grief and vexation of their minds, from
the treatment they reccive, and the fituation'in which
they find themfelves. And a. number commonly die
afigr they arrive atthe Wel/r‘-fkdie:, infcafoning to tlie’
alimate ; fo that, commonly, not above feventy inan
Rundred shrvive their tranfportation by which means



about thirty thoufand arc murdered every year by this'
flave-trade, which amounts te three millions in acen.
tury. When they are brought~to the Wefi-Indies, they’
are again cxpofed to market,, as if they were fo many’
heafls, and fold 1o the highelt bidder; wliere again
they are fepavated according to thie humour of the tra-

ders, without any regard to their friendfhips or relations,
of hufbands and wives, parcnts and children, brothers,
ana fifters,” &c. being torn from each other, without:
the leaft regard to any thing of this kind, apd fént to.
different places, without any profpe@ of fecing cach
other again. They ave then, put under a tatk. mailer, by
the purchafing planter, who appoints them their.work,
and rules over them with rigour and cruelty, following

them with Lis cruel whip, or appointingone.to do.ir, if.
poflible, more cruel than-himfelf.. The infirth and fec.

ble, the females, and.even thofe who age.pregnant, or
have infants to fake care of,. muft do. their tafk in- the
ficld equally with the reft ; or if they-fall behind, may’
be fure to feel the lath of their’ unmiercifal ‘driver.

'Their allowance of food at the fame tin:. is vcl;y coaife
and {cant, and muit be cooked by. themf{elves, if cooked
at all, when they want to be afleep. And often they

have no food but what they procure for themitlves, by
working on the {abbatih ; for that is the only time they
have to themfelves, And to make any complaint, or

peticion for relief, will cxpole them to fome fevere pu-
nifliment, it not a cruel.death.,. The lealt reslor fup.

poleable crimes in them, are punifhed in the moflt cruel
manner. Andtley have no relief; there being no ap-

peal {rom their mafters fentence and 'will, ivho com-’
monly are morc like favage beafts, than rational, hu-

man creatures.,  And to petition for liberty, theugh.in
the moft bumblc and modelt terms, is asmuch as their

lives are worth';. as_ few efcape the 'moit cruel death,
who prefume to hint any thing of thid kind to their
malters: It being a.maxim with thole more than cruel
tyrants, that the only way to keep them under, and
prevent their. thinking of the fiveets of liberty, is to pu-

Y
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with. the Jeaflt intimation of it in the fevereft manner, as
the moft intolerable affront and infult-on their. mafters,
Their labour is fo hard, and their diet fo {cany and peor,
and they are treated.in all refpedts with fuch oppreflion.
and cruelty, that they do not encreafe bry. propagation,
in the iflands, but conftantly decreafe, fo thar every,
planter muft every year purchale five at.leat.to every 7.
hundred he hascn his plantation, ir-order to keep his. .
number- from. diminifhing. | 3 S
. But it is in vain to attempt a {ull defzription of the.
oppreflion and cruel trcatment. thefe poor creatures re-
ceive conftantly at the hands of their imperious, unmer-;
ciful,, worfe than LEgypeian tafk-mafters. Words cannet,
utter it.  Volumes might be written, and not give a
detail of a thoufandth part of the flrockingly crucl,
things they have fuffered, and are contantly {uffering,
Nor can they poffibly be conceived of by any one,
who has not boen.an eve witnefs. And how liule a,
part does he fee ! They who.are witnefles 1o any part.
of*this horrid.fcenc of barbarous oppreflion, cannot but,
feel the truth and. propriety of Soleran’s words ¢ *¢ Sa
1 returned, and. confidered all the oppreflicns tht are-
done under the fun : atid behold the tears of the oppref-
{ed, and they had no comforter ; and on the fide of the
oppreflors there was power; but they hud no comforter.
Wherefore-1 praifed the dead, which are already dead,
more than the living. which are yet alive * ™ Soloaon.
never faw any opprellion like this, unlefs lic looked for-
ward to this very inflance, in the {piric of prophefy.

. Sir, there is onc important circumfilance in favour.
of the-flave-trade ; ‘or which will atlealt {erve tocoun-
terballance many of-the cvils you mention ; and thatis,
we bring thefe flaves from a heathen land, to placesof
gofpellight ; and fo put them under-{pecial, advantages
to beTaved. -

8. I know this has been mentioned: by mzay in fa.
vour of the flave-trade : but when examined- will turn
greatly againft it. It can hardly be £3d with truth,

- w
* Eccle tnv 1, 2,
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that the W% Jediz ifands are places of, gpfpel. light.
But if they were; .rethe Negroes in the leafl benefited,
by it 2 Have they any aecefs tathe.gofpel i kiave they
any inttinction, more thaa- ifthey, were, beslls. ¥ So fax,
fronv this, that cthuir maters guard againfl their haying,
any inforudtion to their utmoft ; and if any one would,
sttemyt any fuch thing, it would be at the rifque of his.
life. And all the pnor creatures leam of Chriftiauity,.
from what they fec in thofe who call themfelves Chrif-
tians, only ferves o prejudice them in the higheft degree
againit the Chriltian religion, For they not only fee
the abominably wicked lives of molt of thofe who arc.
called Chrittians, butarccaonitantly oppreffed by them,.
and receive as crueltreatment from-the, as they could
from the woril of being:. And as to thofe-who-are
brought to the continent, in the fouthern colonies *,
and’ even to New-Ergland, fo little pains are taken te
inftruét chem, and there is.fo much to prejudice them
sgainit Chriftianity, that 1t is a very great wonder, and
owing to an cxtraordinary divine interpofition, in.
which we may fiy, God goes out of his common way,.
that uny of them-fhould.think favsuribly of Chutltianity,
and cordially embrace it.  As to tife molt ufthem, wo
wonder they are unteachable, ard get no goed by the
gofpel ; but have imbibed: the deeped prejudices apainit
it, from the treatment theyp receive {rom profefied
Chriftians ; prejudices which moolt of thar are by thely
eircumflances reftrained from expreffing ; while they
are fixad in theftrongeft degree in their minds,
Butiifthis was not tha eale, and all- the faves brought

from Africa, were-put under tne beit advantages to be-
come Chriltians, and they were in cireumilances that

® v can be proved, that fince the war begus,. a prapolat wvoe
vriade £o fend fome blacks, who were qualified to teach Chriflian.
ity, inta- the feuthera. colonies, to teach the biachs thmre, and
attempt to Chriftianize them : but the gentiemen who were bet -
ter acguainted with the difpofition of flave.huldees, in thote warts,
difcquraged e defign, and faid rthe maftcry ob. tbr blagks i gy
actal, would pot foffer any fuch thing X !
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tended to-give them the moft favourable idea-of 'Clirif.-
tians, antd the religion they profefs ® ; and though- all
concerned in‘this trade.and in-flavery in general; thould
have this whollyin view, viz.their becoming Chriftians,
by which ‘they ‘fhould ‘be ‘etcrnally “happy ;-yer this
wolild: not jutify the flavciarade, or-continuing

in a’'ftate of flavery : ‘Forto take this method to chrif-
tianize them, would. ‘be a-direét-ang- grofs - violation of
the:daws of Chrilt, He commands vs-togo-and preach
the gofpel to all nations ; to-carry the gofpel to'them,
wnd not'to go, and with vinlencé -bring them from their
native country, without faying a-word-to them, -or-to
the nations from 'whomn they-are:taken, sbout the gofpel,
or any'thing that relaresto it.

'If the Europrans and Americans had been armuach-en-
gaged to-chriltianize the Africans,-as they-have been o
tuflave them; and “had been-ac’half rhecoft:and pains
to introduce the gofpel among 'them, that they haveto
captivate and deitroy them ; 'we have all the redfoncisi
the wortd to conclude that extenfive-coantry, contain-
ing {uch a vaft multitnde-of irihabitants, avould have
bean full -of - .gofpel ‘light, and:the many nations there,
civilized anll ‘made happy ; and a-fourdation laid ‘for
the filvation of ‘miillicnsof millions; and the happy in-
ftrumeius. of it have been rewarded ten thoufand fold
for. allitheir labour.and .expence. But now, initead of
this, whar-has been done-vn that cozft, by -thofe-who
rals among the Negroes for Chriftians 4, has-only
ferved to produce and fpread the greatelt and moft deep-
rooted prejudices .againft the Chrifttan yeligion, :and
bar-the.way tothetwhich is aboveall things defimable,

® Which cannot be thecafe, fu long as theyare bold in a
flate of Qavery, or they ars brought awayfrom-their native coun-
try in' the manner‘they 2re ;3 (o thac'the fuppofition is inconfift-
ent, and. defiroys hefelf,

t For.they .have no -way to. get an idea of a Chrifilan, but
from the appearanee and conduct ur the Luropeans or Ameticans,
ia the praétice otall their unrighteaulnels, crueity, prafanenefs
ant-debaucliery,
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ihcir comingto the knowledge of the trath that they
might be (aved. So that while, by the murdering or
enflaving miilions of millions, they have brought a
curfe upowthcmfc\v-:s,, and on all that partake with
them, they have injured in the higheft degrec innumer-
able nations, and donc what they could to prevent
‘their falvation, and to faiten hem down in ignorance
and barbarity £0 the latett pofierity 1—~Who car: rzalize
all this, and not fecl a mixture of grief, pitys indigna-
‘tion and horror, tmly'incﬂ'ablel And muft he not be
filled with zeal to do his utmoft to put & (peedy ftop to
this fuvcn-hcad:d monfter of iniquitys, with all the hore
rid train of evils with which it 1s attended. |
‘And can any on¢ confider all thefe things, and yet
pretend 0 jultify the (ave-trade, or the flavery of the
Africans \n America? 18 it.not impoffible, that a real
Chriltian, who has attended * to ail this, {hould have
;any hand 1n this trade? And it requires the utmoft
fretch of charivy to fuppofe that 1y one ever did, oF
can buy or fell an African flave, Wit a fincerc view to

make a tru¢ Chrifiian of him *.

¢ It has been often faid, in vindication of the: flave- trade, that
the blacks are (v ceuel z0 each other, that they would put theis
captives t0 death, if they could not fell them ; fo that.they who
buy them fave their livess 1nd do them the greateft kindnefs.
And, at the (ampe time, this trade is of the greaccft advantage to
the Weft-Indiu sflands and the - fouthern States, and to all in
connexion with them« -For while men cannot do the pufinels
which is done by the blacks, in chofe hot climates, fo that were
not the blacks introduced and impraved, all +hiy labour, and the
‘produce of it, muft ceafte -
Anfavere Thefe fuggettions My be a fufficient vindication of
the flave-trade with tke interefied and inattentive 3 but theim-
[ 11 fee with how little reafonand teuth they
are urged, when they have Attended to the following obfervationt.
There i8 DO cvidence that thofe people did kill the captivess
F ¢al, which they roolk in war 3 but the contrary 18 evident,
he account gived of them by thofe Europeans who have

n 'g,cncrzl, indu ftrious, friendly and hofpitable 3 s0d in 4 great
weafure Dapey ' the enjoyrment of focicty, and the comforts of
life. [See o jhrert account of that part of Africe inbabited £y 4t

-~ [
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A All this {ecrns. to. be litrle - to.the purpafe ; fince
it waa granted- in the Beginuning of ourconverfation,
shat the flave-trade, . as it has bLeen carried on,. 15 not to
he juftified. Butwhatisthis to the queltion we propofed
to.confider 3 which is, Whether: it be. wrong to licld
the hlacks -we have among us in a flate.of flavery, or
ought te fet them free without delay I To this you
have fard-littie-or nothing; as yet. .

Negreesy printed at Philadelphia, 1962.] ;And-there is abun-
dant evidence from hitory, and taftimenie: incontafijble, that
thefi Rations bave been encouraged azd induced to carry on mogt
of their wars, for: gisre than a cuntury: pafl, by the Europeans -
and. Americans, that they might ger captves to {ell 20 traders in
the fouls and hodies of inen 3 and where this teade has Loen tha
means of fyving ena life, it Las.deftroved mitlions.  Therefore,
if profelling Chritians, infleadiof caconraging them in theircrue
elty, and tampting thar. ®u delroy, captivate, and feil coch.
othery - had caken a8 mush pains o teach them humanity aud be-
nevalence, .as thoy have ta reduce millinns to s fiate of favery
vorfe thagdeath 5 they might hare fived as many livee, a4 now
they have been.the means of dakeoying. . .
Befides, the cruslty of-thofs- favapes to each other, is no war.
rant to the flave. tradar to ‘buy thote fuppafed viQims, and. put’
thauvinto a tata of fuvery; whicli, by their own canfeflion, is
warls than death. - ‘This, {nczely, jznot an aét of.merey, buiof!
crueltye  The voice of meascy; and. hwmanity is againd f2lling.
thor a5 flaves.s Who does ot know that,.tS.ane who.was the
means 0f. prefarving:a, man’s life,: is not,, therefore, entituled tg -
makia hiny a flave, a8d fell.bim,. as Le does o plece of goads >
At.to ather Cuggedions, viz, «-That the blacksare neceilary to
culfivato. the. lands ta - thele bot cliniates, finca the whites are
npt abio to. tabauc therey it may ba oblerved, thar thereis noc the
leaRecvidence of thiny basmeuch ¢f tha cantrary. . \Whitas are fieal thy.
and. do the labour inr the Enid-Indies, which blacka do.in the Welt,
in the fame cimate ; and hnt to. asiuch'greader” sdvantage, of
which authentic actounts bave been publithed, . . “T'he truth ;. .
moit of the-whites which aie besn i the {cutheen. tutes; or thm.
Welt .Indies, are uvt educassd-ta:iabour, but, great part of then,
tn. idienofsy <and, iulcnt;annu. » ‘Fheblacks 'sre-intsudnced to & -
the wark, and- it is. thewght. 2. difgi ace tor a-whito perfon trpat -
his living by fakeur. By thic meansy the whites in general ave s
vicious, and ali inslibe fuchr o haugiity-and tyrannical Apirts, by
holding fo many fiaves,, that thay are sbove dabony, and many of
:hsz_;ra{hcrz A-pinguc than. o liﬁﬁjug 29 all abcubtiem i And,
' a. . . ; b

|
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- B=AlLT Nave (aid upon the {lave-trade, to fhew the
unrightcoufnefs, the cruclty, the, murder, the oppofition
to Chriltianity and the {pread. of the gojpcl among the
Africans, the deftruétion of whole nations, "and myriads
of fouls, which are contained in. this horrid | praflice,
has besn principally with 2 view to a more clear and’
fitisfallory “deterinination of the quettion before ws,
which you have now renewedly, propofed——For Ithink

whole families 2re- rained for ever, by means of this flavery,
Whesreas, if African faves had naver been intreduced, or this
Navery were now-abolithedy and every man had nis fatm or plune
tation, ao mare than he ¢ould cultlvate.to the beft advantape, by
the help of his childres, and perhapy a few -hired men; this
would introduce induftry, temperancy and economy; . the land
wouldproduce much more than it dees now; and the country be
filled with induitrious, virtuows.inhabitants, happy themielves,
and bleffings to all acouad them, inftead of the comparatively
Yew familizs now, many of which are a burden to the earth, and
a“difgracy 1o human-nature.~—~This brings the words of Solomon
frefh to mind, Eecl, vitie 9. ¢¢ There is a time, when one-man
ruleth over another ¢o kisoem baure.™

\Wecannot hafitate to fay, this fape obfegvation iz -verified in
+he mad firiking manner; and to the higheftdegreeyin the flavery
vnder confideration. It j¢ an-unfpeakable hurt to the publie, 20
the commonwealth.. If it is inconfiftent-with republican princi.
ples, and tends ta overthrow the liberty ¢ - ofe (tates, 2nd in-
troduce monarchy and tyranny, to have ..cx Qavery .toleraged
among u3,.and {o many petty .fovereigns .and dords,. raling over
a number.of vafals with defpotic fway. - _Their chHdrennatural-
ly imbibe thofe arbitrary. principles, and grow up-as unfit to be
ufeful members of thofe free, republican ftates, 3s do-the chiidran
of .she moft haughty monarch-on the globe. And thefemen
rule over themfelves to their a@n-hurty; and the hoerey the mifery
and ruinof cheir families,. temporal agd. ETxRNAL,.-

But if it thould fill be-thought.by any, or it be in taél trug
that thofs climites cannot be- cultivated vy whites 5 lecit-be ve-
membered, that this is -po juftification of the horrid flave trade,
and flavery now pradlifed : Butit-is 2 good reafon why-thewhinus -
fhout L.abandon the places where they caonet live, unlefpitbeon
the bluod of others, as good.asthemfelves 3 and senounce the bo-
finaf{swhich is carried on in the caescife of {o much-anrfghteout-
nefs arid svuelty, _ If the Ylacks ox/y. can-labour there, the lands
c1€ theirs, by right; -and they ought to be allowed to paliefs them,
as Sseemen, and eajoy the fruit of theirtabeura - -7
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tie following propofition‘may be advanced as undeni-:
able, viz.. If the flave.trade be unjuflifiablz-and avveng ;
then our bolding the Afticans and their chilidren in-bondage,
iv unjufiifiable and avreng; and the latter is criminal in
Sfame proportion to the inexpreffible- bafentjiand criminality of
the Lﬁrrm. For, i} -‘
‘1rsT, Ii-they have becm brought io.a ftate of
{lavery, by unrighteouinefs and violence, they having
never forfeited ‘their liberty, or.given am one. a righe:
tn enflave and fell them; then purchafing them of thefe.
piratical tyrants, and holding them in the fame Rate cf
bondage into which they, contrary: to all right, have
brought them, is continuing the exercife of the fame
unrighteoufnefs and violence towards them. They:
have yet as much a right to their liberty ars.ever they:
had, and to demand it of him who holds them in bon. -~
dage ; and he deniesthem their right, which.isof more
worth to them than every- thing elle-they can - have in.
the world, orall the riches the unjuit mafter-docs or can-
poflefs; and therefore injures them in a very high de--
gres every hoar he refufes or neglels o fct them at
liberty. Befides, - d

Secovpry, Helding thefeblack: in a ftate of flavery,
i$ a praltical juftihcation.of the {live-trade, and fo
brings the guilt-of that on the head of him, who -fo far
partakes in this iniquity, as-to-hold oxe of.thefe a flave,
who was unrighteoufly made fo by thefe fons of vio-
lence. The.old addage, ¢ The. partaker is-as bad as
the thief,” “carries fuch a plain truth in it, thatevery
one muft difcern it And it is certainly applicable to
this cafe.- . -

It is-impoflible. to buy one of thefe-blacks and. dé-
t2in him a flave, without partaking with him who fir&t.
reduced him-to this ftate, and put it in his power: thns
to poflefs-tim ;. and. practically juftifying. him. for fo
doing, {o as to bring.upon himfelf. the g.'lt of-firk en-
flaving him. 1Tt is not therefore poffible forany of.our
JSlave-deepers 1o jullify themfelves in what th v aredoing,
unle(s they can jullity theflave-trade. If they fail here,
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thop biing on themnfelvas an awful degree of thegniks
of tha, witole. ‘

Taranhy,, By keeping thefo flaves,. and buying and
{elling them, thep adtually encourage and pramete the
flave-trade ° And tharetore, in thisview, koeping faves,
and continuing to buy andJfell them, is to bring un us
the guilt of the flave-trade,.which is hereby {upparted.
Bor {y long as flaves are bouyghe and potlielled, and in
demand ;. to. long the dfricamtiade will:be fugparied
and cncouraped.

£ But there is a lop putito the impoctaz’on of flaves
into the Admerican Colonies, as they bave relolved no
more fhall be bought.  Thisbeiug the cate,. the keep-
ing. thole we have amorg-us in {lavery, s no cicou.
ragement.to the {lave-trade. |

B.: L grane, if this refolution fhould be perpetual,
and extend o the IFeff Imfes, it. would. dMcouruge the

© flave.trade 3 fo far asthe Admericens are concerned in it

But it would be nore eficCtually dilcountenanced and
condemned, it.flavery was wholiy abolithed ; andit can-
nat be confiftently- done without this. For if 1w be
wrong to-import ana- buy them seqwy, 1wwus alevass
weoog ;- and therefore they that arce alecady fluves a.
mong ua, ate injured,. and: unjutlly enflawed ; and we
have- made thein our flaves withour the lealt. right;
and- ought ta retradt it, ‘and.repair- the injury done to
them, fo far.as is: in our power,. by fetany them tree,
aud compenfring them .otherwife, fo tar us wearc adle,
"Bhes? ia therefore a palpable inconfilency in refolving
to import and buy. no more {luves ;. and yetretuling-to
fet thofe go out free, which we have already enfloved,
uplels- thera. be {ome infuperable impediment 1n the
way | ~ '

'The wholc k. have faid conzerning the unlatviuines
of keeping the blacks in.flavery, 1 the trade by which
they are hecume our flavey te - unlewiul, may be tlluk
traeed by the finlowing exampie.

A number of rabbers iuvadeda certain provines, ands
ok offmutiot.Bicky gouds and offe8s, ol cursied them:

-+ ‘?l.i ’

—hy b




L o25 )

to a neighbouring province, and fold them (o the. inha.
bitants ; and the robbers finding this encouragemeng,
continued the praftice for many years. ‘At length the

coplc of the injured province applied to their ncigh.

ours, who had-their goods of the robbers, and were noty
in pofleflion of them, and afked them toreltore what was
taken from them by violence, and to which they had
a good and indifputable right ; it being impoflible thefe
robbers could give a right to what they had anjultiy ta.
ken from them. But the peoplein whofe pofleflion the
flolen goods were found, utterly refufed to deliver them
up to the injured peaple who demanded them. They
told them, they had indeed been preatly injured, and
they muit condemn the robbers as very injurious and
crucl in what they had donc: Dyt as they now had
thefc goods in their own pofleflion, thiey intended to
Yeep them, and looked on themfelves under no obliga.
tion to deliver them up, though they fuffered fo much,
and would probably perith for want of them. Aud
they intended ftill to byy all the robbers fhoutd bring
to them.

T'o this the injured replied, ¢ By pactakimg witk
‘ thefe robbers in receiving the goods at their hards,
“ yoa praQically jullity their condult, and mutt fhare
‘¢ with them in their guilt,  For by this meana you en.
‘s courage them, and are determired to go on toencou.
““ rage them in this violence and rapine’: And by con-
“ demning them, you ¢qually condemn yourfelves, and
'* mult remain under this condemnation till you reftors
 the goods we demand ; and refolve never to purchals
“ any thus taken from us by violence,”

Upon this they determined to purchale no more of
thery, but felufed to deliver up what they had already
pot in pofleflion. But the opprefled told them, they
did right in reflolving to injure them no morein that
wiay 3 -but they were now very inconfiltent with them.-
felves ; for if it were wrong to purchafe any more, it
'was a5 wrong to withhold wnat they had already gotien

L&
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in pofleflion s And they had no other way to juftify
themfelves in detaining. their goods, and to be confift.
.ent, but by proceeding to take whatever thofe robbers
fhould bring to them in future, and juftifying them-
felves in fo doing, and the robbers in all their depre-
dations. '

4. This reafoning looks fomething plaufible, I con-
fefs ; but the holy {cripture approves of making and
Keeping flaves ; and this furely 5 fuflicient to keep us
1n countenance.

. B. 1 hope you will not appeal to the holy feripture,
in fupport of a pra&tice, which you and every one clfec
muft allow to be {o inexpreflible unjuit, inhuman and
crucl, as if the flave-trade ; and confequently fo glar-
Tngly contrary to the whole tencr of divine revelation.
And if the flave-trade 1s {uch a grofs violation of every
divine precept, “tis impoflible to vindicate the flavery
to which the Jfricans have been reduced by this trade,
from the holy feripture.  Of this we have fuch a cer-
tainty a priori, that would be a horrid reproach of di-
vinc revelation, to pretend this practice can be fuppoit-
vd by that; or cven to look tnto it with any hope or
cxpeltation of finding any thing there in favour of it,
And if there be any paflages in the bible, which are ca-
pable of a conftruftion in favour of this prattice, we
may be very certain it is a wrong one.  In a word, if
any kind of flavery can be vindicated by the holy
{criptures, we are already {urc our making and holding
the Negroes our {laves, as we do, cannot be vindicated
by any thing we can find there; but is condemuned by
the whole of divine revelation.  However, T am wil-
Jing tu hear what you can produce from fenpiure, in
favour of any kind of flavery,

4. You know thata curfc was pronounced on
the pofterity of Hami, for hiy wickednefs;” in the fol-
lowing wotrds, A fervant of fervants fhall ke be unto bis
bretbren.  He could not be a tervant unto his brethren,
unlefs they made him o ; or at leaft held himin feni-
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tude. The curfe could not take place uniefs they cxe.
cuted it, and they feem to be by God appointed to do
this. Thercfore while we, the children of Fapletl,
are making fuch abje& flaves of the blacks, the childrca
of Ham, we are only exccuting the righteous curfe de-
nounced upon them ; which is fo far from being wrong’
in us, that it would be a fin, even difcbedience to the
revealed will of God, to refufe to make flaves of them,
and attempt to {et them at hberty.

B. Do you thivk, my good Sir, it was the duty of
Pharach 10 make wie Ifraelites ferve him and the Egyp.
tians, and to aflli€t them, by ruling over them with ri.
gour, and holding themin hard and crucl bondage, be.
caufc God had exprefsly foretold this, and f{aid it thould
be done ? And was the 4Jyrian king blamelels while
he executed the judgments which God had threatened
to infli€t on his profefling people ? Did God’s threaten-
ing them with thofe evils, warrant this king to diflrefs,
captivate and deltroy them, as he did 2 And will you
{ay, the Fews did right in cracifying our Lord, be-
caufe by this they tulhlled the {criptures, declaring
that thus it mult be }—Your argunient, il-it is of any
force, wiil aflert and juflify all this'y and therefore, I
hope, will be renvunced by vou, and by all who have
the leaft regard for the hely feripture, with proper ab-
horrence.

But if this argument were not fo fraught with ab-
{urdity and impiety as it really is, and it were granted
to be torcible, with refpect to all upon shom the men.
tioned curfe was denounced ; yet it would not juitity
our enflaving the Africans, for they are not the pofteri. -
ty of Canaan, who was the only fon of Ham that wus
dnomed to be afervant of {ervants.  The other fons of
Haem, and their pollerity, are no more affeéted with
this curfe, than the ether fons of Nogh, and their poile.
rity., Therefore this prediflion is as much of a war-
vant for the Africars enflaving ue, as it is for us to make
taves of them. 'The truth is, it gives not the leait {ha

! "
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dow of 'a right to any one of the children of Noad to
:uske flaves of any of their brethren ®.

A. The people of lfrael weie allowed by God tn
buy and maﬁ.c l{)avt:s from the nations that were round
about them, and the ftrangers that lived among them ;
wwhich could not have been the cafe, if- this was wrong
and unjuft. And why have not we an cqual right 10
do tke fame

B.—And why have not we an cqual right to invade
ary nation and [and, as they did the lund ot Canaar,
and deftroy them all, men, women and children, and
bealts, without faving fo much asone alive 7 1t was.
right for the Jraelires to do this, becaufe they had a
divine permiflion and dirc&ion to do.it, as the God ot
Ifrael had a right to deflroy the {feven nations of Cargan
in what way he thought bett, and to.diret whom he

leafed to do it,  And irwas right for them to make
ond-fervants of the nations round them, they having
an exprefs permiffion to do it from him who has arighe-
to difpofe of all men as he pleafes.  God faw fit, for
wife reafons, to allow the people of ffrael thus tn muke
and poflels Qaves; bug is this any licence te x5 to en.-
Tave any of .our fellow memy. any more than their he-
ing «llowed to kill the feven nations in Canaan, 15 & war-
rantto us to kilany of our fellow snen, whomwe pieafe,
and e able to deftroy, and take polleflion ot theis
ellates 7 This muft be anfwered in the negutive, by.
every one who will allow himfelf a moment’s refledtion,
God gave many dire@ions and laws tothe Feavs,which
had no refpeét to menkind in general; and this under.

“ M it fhoull be aiked, why“ Canzan fliould be fingled out
fipm the ather £ons of tlamy, cnd curfed fur the fins ¢f his {aa
virr 2 Muay we rot tonclude that the cufe fell on all Hag's
pofterity, and that Canaan only 15 mentioned, 25 including all
he reit 2 1 wmufl be anfwtied, No, by no means,  Wa have
no warrant to do this,  The fathes finned § and God might jultly
have curfed wll Wis peflerity. But in his wifdom and tovereign
podduets, b cutfed only one branch af the family,  Aud haw
effeflaally this iar ta'en placey the fariptuie intornme e, .
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cenfideration has a}l the marks of fuch an one. There
is not any thing in it, or relating to it, from whence
can be deduced the leaft evidence that it was defigned
s0 be a regulation for all nations through every age of
the world, but every. thing to the contrary.  The chil-
dren of Ifracl were then diftingviflied from all other na.
tions on carth ; they were God's peculiar people, and
favourcd on many accounts above others; anil had ma..
ny things in their conititution and laws that were de..
figned to keep up their feperation and diftinflion {rom
other nations,and to make the fpecial favour nf Heaven
towards them more apparent to all who had any know.
Yedge of them ¢ And this law refpe@ing boudage, is
fuited to anliver thefe ends.  T'his diftin@tion is now at
an end, and all nations are put upon a level 5 and.
Chrift, who has taken down the waﬁ of feperation, has
raught us to Jook on all nations as our neighbours and-
brethren, without any refpe@t of perfons, and to love
all men as ourfelves,.and to do to others as we would.
they fhould treat us 3 by which h¢ has moft effedtually.
abolifhed this permifion given 1o the fevs, as well as
many other in{litutions, which were peculiar to them.
Befides, that this permiflion was not defigned for all
nations and ages, will*be very evident, if we confider
~what fuch a fuppotition implies: For if this be {o, tiren:
all other-nations had a right to make flaves of the feses,
The Egytians had aright to buy and fell thew, and Leep
them all in bondage tor ever,  And the nations round.
abaut Canaan, had 4 right to bring them jmo bondage,
as they fomctimes did,  And the Badybrians and Ro-
mans had w4 good warrant to reduce thew to a ftate of
captivity and-fervitude.  And the Afxicons have a gord
right to make flaves ot us and our children. The in-
havitants ol Grear-Beitaiw may lawlully make {faves of
all the Americans, and tranfl‘mt us to Er:gfaﬂ:f, and buy
and fell usin open market, as they do thetr cattle and.
horles, und perpetuate our-hondage to the lateft géne.
ratiop: . And the Turks have a pgood. rlult to all the
Chrilian {laves they have among them 3 and o make o
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many more {laves of us and our children, as fhall bein
their power; and to hold them and their children in
bondage to the latelt pofterity. According to this, every
man has a warrant to make a bond flave of his neigh-
bour, wheneverit lies in his power_; and no one has
any right to his own freedom, any longer than he can
keep himielf out of the power of others,  For inftance,,
if theblacks now among us, fhould by fome remark-
able providenze have the power in their hands to re-
duce us, they have a right to make us and our children
their flaves ; and we fhould have no reafon to complain.

T'his would put mankind into fuch a {tate of perpe.
tual «war and confufion, and is fo contrary to our lov-
ing our neighbour as ouclclves, that he who has the
lealt regard for bis fellow men, or the divine law, mult
rejedt it, and the principle from which it flows, with
the greatelt abhorrence.  Let no. Chriftian then, plead
this permiffion to the Feaws to make bond flavesof their
rneighbours, as a warrant to hold the {laves he has made,
and confequently for univerfal flavery.

A. But what will you do with thofe paflages in the
new teftament, which are in favour of {lavery, and {up-
pofe Chriftiun matters to have Chriflian flaves ; and
the mafters are {o far {romn being direfted to free them,
that 'tis fuppoled they may hold them in bondage ; and
their mutnal duties in this rclation are inculcated ?
Paul the Apoftle is o far from beirg difpoled to have
{ervants made free, that he fays, Let as many feraants as
are under the yoke, count their coun maflers awortly of ail
boncur™! And in the following words {uppoles thac
believing maflers had fervants, whom he exhorts to {erve
{uch mafters with the more chearfulnels, out of refpeét
to their Chriftian chara&er.

B. Before I make a direét anlwer to this, I beg leave
to remind you, that whatever other kind of {lavery thefe
paflages will vindicate, they certainly will not {upport
the flave-trade, and that {lavery of the negrocs into-

LI Tim. vis Lo
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which they have been brought b, his trade, which is
manifeltly unrighteous from beginning to end ; and
therefore can be nothing to our prefent purpofe, viz. to
juftify Chriftian mafters among us in holding the blacks
and their Children in bondage.

I grant there arc bond fervants who are made fo, and
may be held in this ftate, confillent with jullice, hue
manity and benevolence,  They are fuch, who have
forfeited their liberty to the community of which they
are member, by fome pagdcular crimes, and by debt,
in fome iuftunce: : and are for this condemned to fer-
vitude for a longer or fierter time, and fold by the civil
magiflrate. And perions may put themielves into this
ftate by their own voluntary act. Therewere doubtlefs
fuch in the Apoftl’s days; and if matter and fervant,
in this cale, were converted to Chriftianity, the fervanc
would til] be under the yoke, and the Apofile’s exhor-
tation highly proper. Thereforeif every malter, when
he embraced Chriftianity, was obliged to free all his
fervants who had not evidently forfeited their liberty,
and not one who refufed to do this, was admitted into
¢ Chriftian church ; yet there might be many maiters
and fervants in the frft Chriftian churches: And the
paffages of {cripture under confideration prove no more
than this: And therefore will not jullify any mafter
holding one {2rvant In bondage againit bis will, fo much
as an hour, who has not evidently brought himfelf into
this ftate by his own crimes, and been adjudged to i,
after proper trial, by the civil magiftrate.  Thefe ferip-
tures thercfore are infinitely far trom jultifying the fla-
very under conlideration 3 fer it cannot be maede to ap-
near that onc 1n a thoutand of thefe flaves has done any
thing t3 fortfcit his ¢wn liberty.  And if there were
any such, they have never been condemnced to flavery
by any whoare proper judges, or had any authorny to
aft in the aftair.  But if this were the cme of any, they
 ceftainly could not forfeit the liberty of their children,
and caufe them to be born flaves. .

Buat it may be further obferved, that it might be dif-




[ 52 9

ficult in many cafes at that day, to determine whas

‘fervants were juftly in a flate of bondage, and who had

& right to their liberty (which is not the cafe with re.
fpeft to the flaves whofe caufe X am now pleading).
And .the Apoftles did not think it their bufinefs to ex.
amine into every inftance of flavery, and find the ori.

ginal ground of i, in order to determine, whether the

{fervant vught to be {et.frec-or not; and as it was taken
for granted by all, or moft, that the flavery which then

'took place was generally juft : And if every one who

embraced Chrittianity, and had flaves moft undergo a
ftri€t examination, and be obliged to difmifs his fur.
vants, unlefs he could produce good evidence that they
had foricited their liberty ; this, as circumftances then
were, would have greatly prejudiced the world 2gaintt
the Chriftian religion and tended to retard its propaga.
tion : I fay, confidering all thefe things, the Apoitles
might.be dire@led net to intermeddle in this affair, fo
far as to enquire into every inftance of ilavery, whether
it was jultor not; but to treat it as if it were fo, unlefe

there were particular, pofitive evidence of the contrary

in any inflances ; only giving general rules for the di-

rcflion and condudt of maflers and {ervants, which, if

applicd and put into praice, would nct only render §

this relation-comfortable, where it ought'to fubfilt ; bu:

would effet the liberty of all the {fervants, who were E
evidently scduced to that flate unjultlv; and were §
{vited to put an end w flavery in.general.  "Thus the
Apotle Pau/, {peaking to mallers, fays, Maflers gice un-
20 your fervasts-that avbich i1 juf ard equcl®. 'The mafter §
who conformed to this rule, .mult not only treat his fer.
vants with equity, in all inflances; bur muft fet atli-

berty all who were evidently dnjuftly enflaved, and

therefore had a right to their freedom. And if any

Lhriftian malter refufed to da this, he would bring upon
him the cenfure of the church, for difregarding thi:

Apuftolic rulet. And the tame Apofile fays to the fer-

® Colvive 10+ & Thell it 6,
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vant, If thou mayefl be made free, ufe it vather § 7 In
thele words it is declared, that flavery i3y in itfelf coii-

{idered, undefirable, and a calamity, in every inttance of
it; and therefore that itought to be avoided and abo-
lithed, as far as poflible. And not oniy the fervant is
watranted and comimanded to defire and {eek to be--
made frec; but the malter is alfo implicitly required to
jet him at liberty, if there be no infuperable impedi-
ment in the way ; for if the fervant ought to defire and
attempt to-obtain his frecdom, the malter ought to defire

it alfo, and affift him to obtain 1t, if it can be effefled ;
and will do it, if he loves his fervant, as himfelf: And
the church to which the fervant belongs, and every
member of it, ought to do all in their power to'precure
the freedom ol every fuch fervant; for will any one fay
thev cught not to do their utmoft in aflifting their poor
fuffring brother to obtain his liberty, which God has
commanded him to defire and -feek 2 This Apoftelic
command therefore, being properly regarded, would
{oon put an end to moft inftances of flavery in the Chrif.
tian church, if it.did not wholly abolifh it ; efpecially
at this day, whtn many of the'impediments in the way
of freeing flaves, which were in the ‘Apoftles days, are
removed,  And it may be left to the confeiences ¢f all
lave.holders among us, whether,. if it had been'left to
them, fuch adireftion and command would ever have
bcen given to any fervant whatever, as is here givén by
tic Apoltle ; and whether, now i is given, they. ap.
prove of it, and pratice acexdingly.' So far fiem it,. -
that raoft of them, oven profelling Chrittians, hold their
{ervantsat fuch adiitance, and treat themin fuch a man-
ner, that tiie poor fervant dare not {o inuc b as treas
vith his maiter about h's-fre¢dern; aud if he fheuld: -
d 1y a wordfis pretty fure fa receive nathing bus angry
 irowns, if not blows:  And it any one undertakes to,
8 plead the caule of thefe opprefled poor, whete righit is.
B turne afide in the gate, agcl they have no helper, he: -
- N,
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a3y cxpelt to feel the refentiment of almoll every keeper
of flaves, who knowg him. And is there. one church
now in this lard, who are ready to do what is in their
power to obtain the freedom of the flives which belong
to them ; or are willing calmly to confidér and debate
the queition among themfelves, whether it be right to
hold rhe Negroces in bondage ! Where is the church
ihat has donc any thing of thiskind *2° And how. few
churches are to befound, that would not be greatly dif.,
tarbzd, and £lled with refentment, if the-quettion were
ferioufly propoted, and urged to be confidered ?

Lct nane who are confciousg.all this is true, urge the
Apoftle Paul’s authority in favourof the flave-keeping
whichis prallifed in Britifle America. “

But to return. The Apottle fcems 12 have condufted
in this cafe, as he did in that of civi] government. JHe
coniidercd this as ¢ divine inftitution, and pointed out
the end end defign of it, and the duty of civil rulers,
and.of the fubjeét, without particularly applying it to
the government Chyiftians were then under, fo as ex-
prefslv to juftify or condemn the particular, form of
government that then took place.; .or the conduét of
thof{c who then had the civi) authority in their hands;
and that for very cbvious reafons, grounded on the Rate
and circumftanees of . the Church and of public.affairs

- at thatday, We may as well infer from this, that the
veivil govertiors of . that day were not unjuft and tyran-
picul, which is moft contrary to known {alt, as we can,
shat the flavery which then -took place was in general
jaft and right, from his pointing ouz the duties ot maf-
ters and fervants, without mentioning and condemning
any particular inftances of unjult flavery,
b

@ Since tha firft edition of this Dialogue, 2 number. of Churches
in New-England, have purged themlelves from this iniquity,
and :determincd not to tolerate the holding of the Africans in
Lavery, . If all the Churches in thele United States would come
into the fame meafure, and imitate the Fricods, called Quakers,,
in this article, would they not alt mute Lke Chiiftian Churches

Ppan they nyw do?
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As You well olsferved that the apoftles did not inter-

mcddle with the affaic ©f flavery, fo a3 to condemn
mafters for.Tiolding their flaves ; or tell the fervants
their mafters-had no right to keep them in bondage ;
but ought to free them, &c. 1 with-all .were as wife
and prudent now.; . efpecislly minilters of the gofpel :
But all are not fo, Many make fuch a clamour about
holding our Negroesin bondage ; and fome minifters
have of late faid fc much in public about freeing our
flaves ; and have fo invcighed again® the African {lave-
trade, and even keeping our blacks in flavery, that ma-
ny of the:negroes are become very uneafy, and are
much more engaged to obtain their liberty than they
ufed to be.

1 think, if any thing be fald on this fubjed}, it fhould
bein private ; and -not a word of this kind. fhould. be
lifped .in the hearing of our fervantc; much lefs ought
minifters.to fay an{ thing, abtout it in public ; lcft the.
blacks fhould all take it into their heads that they . are.
treated . hardly, and never be eafy till they are fet at
liberty.

B.-Z-It has been obferved,: there were reafons, pecu-
liat to the {tate of things at that time, why the apoitles
fhould not be.fo particular on this head : which reafons-
do not.take placc now. The flavery .that - now. takes
plice is in a Chriftian land, and without.the.exprefs -
{anftion of civil government: And itisall of the fume.
kind, and frum ane original ; whichis moft notorioufly .
unjuft ;and if it be unrightcous in one inftance, itisfo in-
almolt every inftance ; mnd the unrighteoulnefs of it is.
moft-apparent, and.moft mafters have no colour of claim -
to hold their. fcrvants in bondage. And this is become.

a peneral gnd crying fin ; for which we are under the..
awful frowns-of Heaven., Thefe things, which make -
the cafe fo different from the flavery which ook place.. .
in the apoftles days may ke a good reafon of a dificients.
conduct ; and make 1t duty to oppofe, and bea? teftiz:
mony, bothin public, and more privately, againft this® ',
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evil prattice, which is fo evidently injurious to- indiv:-
duals, and threatens our ruin as a people.

Asto making [ervants uncafy, and defireus of liberty,
&e. I would obierve, that moft of them do not want
to be informed that theyare greatly injured and oppref.
{cd ; thatthey are reduced to a ftate of flavery, without
theleaftcolour of juitice. They have fenfe and difcerning
enough to be fenfible of this, without being told ; and
they think much of it almoit every day, though thay
arc obliged to keep it to them{elves, having none 1o pity
them, or fo much as hear their complaints. They have
a thoufand times more difcerning and fenfibility in this
cafe than their mafters, or moit others. And their aver-.
ifon to flavery, and defires of liberty, are inextinguifha.
ble.  Therefore their hearing it aflerted that they
ought to be fet at liberty, gives them no new light and:
conviltion, except it be, that he who afferts it, has fome
difcerning of what they have long known, and moft
fenhibly felt; and has courwic.cnough to aflert that in
their favour, which they have long felt the truth of ;.
but ‘dared not fo much as lifp it out.—But if by this
mecans any of your fervants fhould be morc fully con.
vinced of their right to liberty, and the injuftice done
thena in making them flaves, will this be fuch a dread.
ful evil ?  Would you defire they. fhould be held in ig-
norance, that vou msy exercife your tyranny, without
oppofition.or trouble frain any quarter 7 As rcafona-
bly might Pharach be angry, and comphin.of Aszs
and Aaron, for faying a word to thofe whom he had re-
duced to flavery, about their cruel bondage, and their
ebtaining their liberty.

It has always been the way of tyrants to take great
vains to keep their vafials in iznorance, efpecially to
hide from them the tyrauny and onprethon Bf which
they arc the {ebiedts.  Aad far this reufon they are ene.
.. miesto the: liberty D the prefs, and me greatly pro-
ﬁ&i"vhk'cd.i\rhcn.:lacir condudt is fet i a truc light belore
' the public, and the unnighteoulnefs they pradtife, pro-

gy expoted. Lo complaint ve are new confidering,,
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| feems to- be of che fame kind with this, and well. by
comes all thofe petty tyrants, who have flaves in theic
- palleflion, which they are confcious thc! cannot vindi-
cate, but the unrightcoufnefs will be deteéted, if free
coquiry and freedom of fpeech cannot be fupprefled.
And shis complaint is of the fame kind with the con-
du€ of the mafters of flaves in the Wef.Jndies, in op-
ofing their being taught any thipg of chrittianity ;
pecaufe they know every gleam of this light carries 2
difcovery of the unrighteoulnefls of the treatment they,
receive. |

The prefent fitnation of our public affuirs, and our
firuggle for liberty, and the abundant conver{ation this
occafions in all companies; while the poor Negrocs
looks on, and hear what an averfion we have to flavery,
and how much liberty is prized; they often hearing it
declared publicly and in private, as the voice of all,
that flavery is mare to be dreaded than death, and we

\ are refolved to live free or die, &c. &c.  This, I fay,
neceflarily leads them to atrend to their own wretched
tituation, mnore than otherwife they could, They fee
themfelves' deprived of all liberty and property,
and their children after them, to ticlatc!l pofterity,
tubjeted to the will of thofe who appear to have no
feeiing for their mifery, and sare guilty of many in.
tances of hard heartednefs and cruclty towards them,
w hile they think themfelves very kind ; and therefore
t» make the Jealt complaint, would be deemed the
ncight of arrogance and abufe : And often, if they have
a camparatively good mafler now, with conftant dread
iicy {ee a2 yodng one groswing up, wito bids fair to rule
cver them, or their children, wih rigour.

Tasy fee the flavery the Americans dread as worfe
than death, is lighter than a feather, compared to theic
hzavy duom ; and may be called liberty and happinefs,
whea contragted with che molt abjeét fluvery and un.
artarable wreichednefs to which they are fubjeéted.
And in this dark and dreadfui fitvation, they loouk
reund, and fnd none toDhclp—-no pity==no hope?

o
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And when they obferve all this ery and ftruggle for li-
bertp:for ourfeives and children ; and fee themfelvesand
their children wholly overlooked by us, and behold the
Jons of liberty, opprefling and tyrannizing over many
thoufands of poor blacks, who have as good a claim o0
liberty. as themfelves, they are fhacked wi: i the glating
inconfillence, and wonder they themfelves do not fee
it. You muit not therefore lay it to the few whoare
pleading the caufe of thefe friendlefs diftrefled poor,
that they are more unealy than they ufed to be, in a
fenfe of their wretched ftate, and from a defire of liber-
t}}\'; there is @ more mighty and irrefiftable caufe than
this, viz. all that paffes before them in our public
firuggle for liberty. |

And why fhould the minifters of the gofpel hold
their peace, and not tefify againft this great and public
iniquity, which we have reafon to think, isone preat
caule of the public calamitics we are now under ? How
can they refufe to'plead the caufe of thefe opprefied
poor, againft the cruel oppteflor? They are com-
manded to lift up their voice, and cry uloud,
and fhew the people their fins, &c. Have we notrea-
fon to fear many of them have offended Heaven by
their filence, through fear of the mzfters, who ftand
ready to make war againfi any one who atiempts to de-
prive them of their flaves; or becaufe they themfelves
have flaves, whichthey are not willing to give up?

- Might they not fully expofe this iniquity, und bear
a conftant tellimony againt 1t, in fuch a manner a,
would have no tendency to influence our fervauts to
behave' ill in any refpeét; by giving them at the famne
titne proper cautions and dire&tions?

A. It isimpothible to free all vur Negroes 3 elpeciatly
at once, and in prefent circumftances, without injuring
them, ag lcalt, many of themy, und the pablic to a great
" ‘degrce.  Why then is this arged fo vehemently noae 7
I thirk this procecds from a zeal, pot according
knowledge.

B, If it be nota fin, an open flagrant vislation of all
the rules of juftice and humanity, to hold thefe Naves
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in bondage, it is indeed folly to put ourfelves to any
trouble and expence, in order to {rec them. But if the
contrary be true; if it be a fin of a crimfon dye, whick
is mott particularly pointed out by the "public  calami-
ties which have come upon us, from which we have no
reafon to expeft deliverance till we put away the evil
of our doingy, this reformation cannot be urged with too
much zeal, nor attempted oo foon, whatever difficulties
are in the way. 'The more and greater thefe are, the
more zealous and aftive fhould we be in removing them,
You had nced to take care, left from felfifh motives, and
a backwardnels to give up what you unrighteoufly re-
tain, you are joining with the flothful man to cry,
there is @ lion in the avay! A licn is in the freess® !
While there is no .infurmountable dificulty, buc that
which lies in your own heart. ,

_No wonder there are many and great difficulties in
reforming an cvil praflice of this kind, which has got
fuch deep root by length of time, and is become fo’
commou. But it docs not yet appear that they cannot
be removed, by the upited wifdom and firength of the
Amrrican colonics, withoyt any injury to the flaves, or
difadvantage to the public. Yea, the contrary is moil
certain, a8 the flaves cannot be putinto a morewretched
fituation, ourfelves being judges, and the community
cannot take a more likcly ftep to efcape ruin, and ob-
tain the {miics and protedtion of Heaven, | This matter
ought doubtlels to be attended ta by the Gencral Affem
blics, and Contivental and Provincial Congrefles ; and-
it they were as snucir united and engiged in devifing.
ways and ineans to fet at liberty thele injured flaves,
as they are to defend themfelves from tyranny, it would
foon be effefled.  There were without doubt many
dificulties and impediments in the way of the Fews
liberating thole of their brethren they had brought in-
to bundage, in the days of Jeremiab,  But when they
were befieged by thie Chaideans, and this their fin was

® Prov, axvi. 13,
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Iaid before them, and they were threatened with defo-
fation if they did not reform: They broke through
every difficulty, and fet their fervants at liberty,

And how great mult have been the impediments,
how many the feeming unanfwerable objeltions, againt
reforming that grofs violation of the divine command in
. «E2ra’s time, by their marrying flrange wives, of which
fo many af the Fervs were guilty, and the hand of the
princes und rulers had been chief in this trefpafs | Yet
the pious zeal of Exra and thofe who joined with hirny,
and their wildom and indctarigable ¢fforts conquered
every obftacle, and brought them to s thorough refur.
mation. Would not the like zeal, wifdom and relo-
lution, think you, foon produce a reformation. of this
much greater abomination, by finding out an effeftual
method to.put away all our flaves ? Surcly we have no
reafon to conclude it cannot be done, till we fec a {oit-
able zeal and refolution, among all orders of men, and
anfiverable attempts are thoroughly made.

Let this iniquity be viewed in it's true magnitude,
and in the fhocking light in which it has been fct in
this converfation 3 let the wretched cafe of the peor
blacks be confidered. with proper pity avd benevolence ;.
together with the probable dreadfui crenfequence to.
this land, of retaining them in bondage, and all objce-
tons againlt liberating them would vanifh. 'The
mountains that are now raifed up in the imagination
of many, would .become a plain, and every difliculty
furmounted.

Pharoab and the Egypriang, conld not bear to think of
fetting the Hebrews go ot free frem the bondage to.
which they had reduced them; and, it may bepre-
{umed, they had as many weighty objeflions againil it,
- as can be thought of againtk frecing the flaves among
us. Yet they were ar length brought to drop them all,
and willing to fend them out free; and to be ready to
part with any thing they had, in.order to promote it *.-

& It may be well worthy our ferions confilarauan, whather we
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If many thoufands of our children were flaves in A%
. 1 . . 2
giers_or any parts of the Turkifs dominions,-and there
were but few families in the American colonies that had
not fome child, or ncar refation in that fad flate, with.
out any hope of freedom to them, or their children, un-
lefs there were fome very extraordinary exertion of the
colonies to effeét it ; how would the attention of allthe
country be turned to it! How greatly fhould we be af.:
feCted with it! Would it not become the chicf topic-of
converfation ! Would any cott or labour be {pared, or
any difficulsy or hazard be too great to go through, m
order to obtain their freedom ?  If there were no great.
er difficulties than there arc in the cafe before us; yea,
if they were ten times greater, would they not be foon
farmounted, as very inconfiderable ! 1 know you, Sir,
and every one clfe, muff anfwer in theafhirmative, with..
out hefitation. And why are we not us much affefled
with the flavery of the many thoanfands of blacks among:
ourfelves, whofe miferable ftate is before our eyes ?
And why fhould" we not be as much engaged
to relieve them’'? The rcafon is obvious, Tis
becaufe they are Negrees, and fit for nothing but flaves ;
and we have been ufed 1o Jook en them in & mean cone
temptible’'light ; and our education has fhlled us with
firong prejudices sgainft them, +»rd led us to confider
them, not as our brethren, or in anv degrecon alevel
with us; but as quite another fpecies ofanimals, made
only -to ferve us and our children ; and as happy in
bondage, as in any other ftate. 'This has banifhed all
attention to the injuftice that is done them, and any pro-
per fenfe of their mifery, or the exercife of benevolence
towards them.  If we could only diveft ourfelves of
thefe ffirong prejudices, wchich have infenfibly fixed on

Ll

have not reafon to fear the hand of Gad, which is now (retched
out againit us, will lie upon us, and the trokes grow heavier,
unlefs we reform. this inigaity, fo cleatly pointed out by the par-
ticular manner in which God is corre@ing us; and whether we
have any reafon to hope or pray tor deliverancy, ull chis aclos-
mation takes place,
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our minds,” and confider them as, by nature, and by
right, on a level with our brethren and children, and
thofe of our necighbours, and that benevolence, whick
loves our neighbour as ourfclves, and is agrecable to
truth and righteou{nefs, we fhould begin to feel towards
them, in fome meafure at leatt, as we fhould towards:
our children and neighbours inthe cafe above {uppofed,
and be as much engaged for their relief. .
~ If parents have a {on prefled on board a King's {hip,
how greatly are they affefled with it ! They are filled
with grief and diftrefs, and will chearfully beat almoft
any colt and pains to procure his liberty : and we.won.-
der not at it, but think their exercifes and engagednefs
for his deliverance very juit, and tand ready to condemn
him who has no fecling for theim and their fon, and is
not ready to afford all the affiltance in his power, in or-
der to vecover him. At the fame. time we behold vait
numbers of blacks among us, torn from their native
country, and all their relations, not to {erve on board a
man of war for a few years, but to bg abjelt, defpifed.
flaves for life, and their children after them ;. and. yet
have not the lealt feelings for .them, or defire of their
~ freedom ! Thefe very parents perhaps, haveys, pumber
of Negro flaves, on waom they have not the leaft pity; |
and ftand ready highly to refent it, if any one,efpoufes:
their caufe fo much as to propofe they fhould be fer at
liberty, What reafon for this partiality ¢ Ought this
{foto be? An impartial perfon, who is not under the pre-
jodices of intercit, education and cuftom, is fhocked
with it beyond all expreflion. ‘The ponr Negroes have
{enfe cuough to fec and feel it, but have no friend to-
fpeak a word for thern ; none to whom they may com.
lain.
d It has been obferved, thatif the Genetal "Affemblies,
&c. of thele American colonies, would take this matter
in hand in earnclt, with a concern and refolution an-
{werable to its rcal importance ; and the whole com«
munity were properly difpofed and engaged, the free.
dom of the flaves among us might foon be effeted,
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wvithout injury-té the public, or thofe whe fhall be fet
at liberty ; but greatly to the advantage of -both. But
if this fhould be neglefted, will it excafe’individuald
who'have flaves, in their continuihg- to' hold ‘them -in
bondage ? Ithink not.  If you, Sir, had as many chil-
Uren in {lavery at Algiers, as you havé African {laves in
yous houfe, would you take no pains, and devife no
method to obtain their liberty, till the public fhould
make fome provifion for the emancipation of all -{laves
therc 7 If any opportunity fhould prefent, to obtain theis
liberty, would you not greedily embrace it, though at
much hazard and expence ? And if their maiter thould
refufe to let them go free, till there was a general eman.
cipation of the Chriftian flaves in that country, would
you jultify him as alling a proper, humane, and bene-
volent part 2 I trow not. How then can you excufe
yourfclf, and deliver your own foul, while you have no
compaflion for thele black children in your houfe, 'and
refule to break the-yoke, the galling voke, from off their
necks, becavnfe your neighbours will not be fo juit and
humane to theirs !

+ ¥

-Some mafters fay, they avill give un their {laves, if all
mafters will do the fame; but {eem to think they are
excufed from fetting their’s free, fo long as there is not
a general manumiflion. What has juit begn obferved
is fuited, I think, to thew the infulliciency of this ex-
cufe. . Befides, if you defive to have all oar flaves freed,
why do you not {et an example, by liberating your
own ? This might influence-others to do the fame;
and then you might, with a good grace, plead the caufe
of thefe poor Africans. Whereas, while you retain your
own flaves, your mouth is flopped, and your example
{erves‘to flrengthen others, and keep thém in coun-
tenance, while they pra€life this abominable oppreflion.
" A.-My fervants have colt me a great deal of money,
and it is not reafonable I thould lofe all that. If the
public will indemnity me, and pay me what my fer-
vants are worth, I am willing to free them 3 and none
can realonably defireto do it, on any other confideration.:
B. If your necighbour buys a horle, or anv beatt, of
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u thief wha {ofe it from you, while he had no thoughe
that it was ftolen, would you not think you had a right
to demand your horle of yourneighbour, and pronounce
him very unjaft, if he thould refufe to deliver him to
you, till ke had received the: whole fum he had given
for him 2 And have not your fervants as great a right to
themn{elves, to their liberty, as you have to your flolen
horfe? They have been flolen and fold, and you have
bpught them, in your owa wrong, when you had much
more reafon to think they were ftolen, than he who
bought your hor{e had 10 miltrut he was trading with
a thief. ‘Though your horfc has paffed through many
hands, and been fold ten times, you think you have a
right to démand and take him, in whole foever hands
you find him, without refundine a farthing of what he
coft him ; and yet, though your Negroes can prove their
right to themfelves, and conftantly make a demand up-
on you to deliver them up, you refufc ull thciy pay the
fail price you gave for them, becaufe the civil law will
not oblige you to do it,m———Tbou Hypocrite ! o
[ «:e xiti. 16, T .

Had you not been. amazingly inconfiderate and ftupid,
you would have concluded thefe men were ftolen; and
£xocun that no man had a right to {¢ll them, or you to
buy them : And muft they be for ever deprived of their
right, which is worth more 0 them, than all you pol-
{els, becaufe you have been fo foolifh and wicked as to
buy them, and no onz appears to prevent your lofling
by the bargain ! You weula do well toconfider the aw-
ful denunciation by Feremiab, Hoe unto him that
Erilderh bis howie by wurignteeufreis, and bis charsbers by
nLroNg ; that ufeth £is nageboey’s feraice nwitheut wages,
end piceth him not for bis ausrk ! He who refules to tree
Lis :Negroes, that he may fave his money, and lay it up
for his children, and setains his flaves for them to ty-
rannize over, Jeaves them buta miferzb.e inheritance—
infanitely worfe than nothing !

Befides, if indifferent perfons were to judge, it wouid
dgoubtlcls be found that many of your fervants, if pot

t
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+.afl, have much.more than earncd what they coft you ;
_fome of them dounbleand treble, yea, tentimesasmuch;
«nd in'this view, you onght to-let them go oyt free; and
not fend: them away empty ; but furnith them liberally
out of your Rore, agrecable to the divine command ;
they having 3 much better right to part of your eftate,
. than your children, and, it may be, much more likely
to make a good improvement of it.
4. You fpeak ol fervants earning fo much; but for
my part, I think.not fo much of this. Mine have ne-
. ver'been much. profit to me,- and molt of them do not
pay. for their vi€luals ;and: cloaths, but are conftantiy
running in debt. . o o
B. The mafler isnota proper judge inthis cafe. How
,common i3 it for men who hire others, to complain that
the labourers- do not earn the wagses they give; and:
that they atc continually lofing by all the labour they
, hire ?- And if it were wholly left to Lim who hires
what wages he fhould give the labourer, and he wal ac-
countable to none, how foon would his hire' be reduced
to little or nothing. The lordly felafh employer would
foon* find. oot that his labourers hardly carned thic food
he was obligedto £ad them. Let your uninterefted, ju-
dicious neighbours, judge between you and your {er-
vants in- this matter, and we will give credéeto their
verdit. Aad furcly you have no reafon to expz& we
will rely on yours, as you feem not really-to believe i-
yourlelt, fince it lovks ke a ceniradiftion o your own
declarziion and praltice.  For vou have been fpeakin
of vour lervanis at of as much worth to you, at f:aﬁ, % 5
their fi:ft coit, and reprefented it as giving up yous is.
tereil, if vou fhould tres tham without a coinreniatin.
Whereas, it what you- now. fay be true, you will o
rothing Oy irccing them imroadiately; but rather ;o
rid ¢f 2 burden nww o vour Bands.  And 5 rlds T
tra., why do yeu not free them withoat doev i Yo
holding then in flavery, iz a pradiical cunnialuwcig v u
Wikl you Rave now . g adted,

1
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tend-to it, that "the jntroduftion of fuch 2 number of
flaves among us is 2 public detriment, an injary to the
“commonwealth ; and therefore, in this view, the prac.
" tice oughi by all means to be difcouraged and abolifhed
Ly our legiflaturs : ‘Thi, however,.is confiftent with iu.
dividuals getr'ng eflares by the labour of their flaves ;
apd that they are in fa, in many inflances, very pro-
fitable to their ownzrs, none can deny. And if this
vas not o, Lthould be vesy certain of obtaining what
fam pleading tor, even a general manumiffion. -

4 You have repeatedly fpoke of our flaves. being
" hardly treated and. abufed, "Chere may perhaps be
fome inftancesol this among us; but 1. believe they
ere generally tréated very well, and many of them much
beiter thzh they deferve, My fervants, L amfure, have
no reafon to complain ;. they Fi*:c as well.as 1do myfelf,
and i many refpefs much berter.
© B We willke it for granted, for.once, that all you
have faid is true ;. and that your {laves. ave treated as
well as they canbe, while thoy are Reld in a flate of
flaverv, DBur will thisatone far your making them your
laves, and taking from them that whichisbetter to them
shan not only the beft living, but all the riehes on carnth,
and is a3 much to be prized as life itfelf, THEIR L1
pERTY I Aswell, vea, with.much morc reafon, may
¢ highway-robber, tell a genmlcmen fromm whom he ha
3aken all his money, ke has no reafon to camplain, fince
e had fpared his life, which was at his mercy, nor hal
wounded him, or frirped kim of his cloaths ; and g0
away. pleafed with the thought that he had treated Bimt
with preat kigdec’s 2od generofuy.

If 2 ruffirs: fa~uld feine, ravily and carry of a young
virgin-Dém, all herrelationsand friznds, into fome lone-
Iy caveifithe wildernefs ; and svhen he got full pot.
falfiprrof her (hare, thoald treat hay withy preat kindaels,
providing for her every neecfury and comiorg e couhd
haveim that Girgatton,  Aad- whea he was told of his
wivlence cud. cruetoy, and wroged o refore herto her
averlitersy 5 Leftmuld retule U teleale her, wad
,iilit.ifg_hi;nfﬂf_‘;lict g2 bioaind traatpent of Ler, taat




fire had all the comforts ‘of life, and lived ‘Eetoer than
himfelf, &c. - Would not this be fo far from juftifping
him in the fight of the world, or being the leait excuie
for ltis barbarous treatmentoi her, that his oftering it as
fuch, would be confidered as a ftriking evidence of his
ftupidity, and that he was an unfecling, inhumane
wreich ¢ Whether fuch an inftance isin any mealure
applicable to the cafe before us, 1 leave you to judge.
Bat I muft now atk leave to take back, what was juft
now granted; and ‘oblerve, that you are net a proger
judge of your treatment of your flaves; and that you
may think vou treatthem very well, in fome inRances
at Jeatt, it not in a conllant way, they juftly think them-
felves uled very hardly, being really fubjeéted to many
hardihips, which. you would very fenlibly fee! and re-
fent, if you were in their place, or fhould fee one of
your children a flave in Algiers treated fu by his maiter.
‘Fhere are but few mallers of flaves, 1 believe, who do
not ufe them in a hard, unseafoneble manner, in fome
inftances at lealt; and molt da fo i a conltant way ;
fo that.an impartial, astentive by-flander will be thock-
ed with it, while the matter is wholly infenfible of any
wrong. They. who from us have vifited the ¥ef-Judies,
have beheld how farvants are ufed by their malters
there, with a-degree of horror, and rronounced. them
vary unreafonable and barbarous ;. while the_mafer,
and perhaps his other domeltics have thaught theg
were aled well, being accullomed to fuch wlage, and
mever oace reflafting that theiz blacks were.inany fenfa
on alevel with themicl.2s, or- that thev have the leuft
tight to the treatiient white poople may realenably ex,
pett of onc.anather ; and Licing habituated to view thefe
flaves mare eneatn themieives, than the very beetls
really are, Arnd arz we-nct, mofl of us, edocaied in
thefs prejudices, acd 1.4 1> vievw the flaves daorg-us,
in fuch a mean, detpicabie iight, as not io be {ennbie
of the abufcs they futicr ; when, i we or cor children
f3uld receive fuch treaunen:, irom anvy of ovur fellew
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-are by education ind cpltom, tavght to view the Chrly.
; tiant flaves among ther . fo. much :beneath . themfelve,
-and- in; fuch an odious lightythat while:they are wreating
.our brethren and children, we being judges,in the matt
unreafonable. and cruel manner,. they. . have-notr-one
-thought that they-injure them in the leaft degree, -.,+
. Arc-you fure.your flaves have a fufficiency of good
food; in feafon ; and that they never wan: for. comtory.
-able cloathing and - bedding ? Do you take great.care to-
cal as well by them in thefe things, as you. wouldwith
‘others would trest your own children,: were they.{laves
:1n a ftrange land ? If your fervants -complain,: are you
ready to attend to chem ? Or do yon-in fuch cafes frown
-upon them, or do fomething worfe,. fo as to «difcourage
_ -their ever, applying to you, whatever.they may fuffer,
‘haviog learned that this would -only be making bad
worfe ? Do you'néver fly into a pafiion, and deal with
them in great anger, deciding:matters re(pe@ing them,
-and threatening them, .and giving fentcrree concerning
them, from .which they have. no appeal, apd-perhaps
proceed tg correét:them; when o a- calmy by-ftander
o appear. more fit to be confined in. Bedlam, than| ;e
ave the fovereign, uncantroulable dominion over your
brethren, asthe fole lawgiver, judge, and executiener. 3
-Da not-even. ycur. children domincer over youy flaves ?
Muft-they not often be at the beck of .an ungoyerned,
peevifh:child in.the family ;- and if they do not.ryn gt
his or her call, and are not 2l fubmifion and obedicnee,
mult they:not expedt the trowns of their maflters, it not
thtWhlpf . - | R I I
If none of .thefz things, my good Sir, takeplace in
your family, have Wwe not reafen-to: think you, almefl a
fingmlar . inflance ! How. common are things of .this
kind, ot worlc, taking piace between mallers-and-tacis
flaves 2, In how - few. inilances, if. in.a0y,:arc flaves
trcated Rs the madcrs would wifh 4 have theis ewp chil-
dren treated, iniike circumiftances ¢ How few sre fit
o be matrers 2 "o have the {ovescien duminivn over o
number of their " sebiow micn, being hic {ropenty, an
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wholly at his difpofal ; who mult abide his fentenes and
orders, however unrcaflonable, without any poffibility
of reliet ?

4. I believe my flaves are fo far from thinking them.
felves abufed, or being in the lealt uncaly in a ftate of
{lavery, that they have no defire to be made free; and
if their freedom were offered to them, they would re.
fufe to_ accept it.

B. 1 mult take leave to call this in queftion, Sir;
and I think you believe it, in contradiétion to all rea.-.
fon, and the {trongelt feelings of human natare, till they
have declared it theinfelves, having had opportunity for
due deliberation, and being in circamitances to alt
freely, without the leait conftraint, or fear., -

There ars many malters (if we believe what they
fay) who pleafe themlielves with this fond opinion of
their goodnels to their flaves ; and their choice of a ftate
of flavery, in preference to freedom, without the leall
foundation, and whilethe contrarysis known to be true
by all who are acquainted with cheir {laves, If they
really believe this, they by it only difcover great infen-
finility, and want of proper refleélion. They have not
{, much as put themlelves in the place of their {laves, fu
s propaly  and with dae {eafibility to ceafule whar
would be their own feelings, on fuch a fuppolition.
[Tive they themfelves joit all defive of treedom ? Are
ey deftitute of all talte of the fweets of ir; and have
they no averlion to flavery, tor thew{elves and chiidren?
P they have thefe feelings, what reafon ; have they t»
conclude thetr fervants have not ? -

But it feems moit of thote mailers do not fully be.
ave what they 1o often fay on this head s Fur they have
sover made the trial ;o nor can they Do parfuaded to de
19, Letthem ofter trecdom o thictr vy 2nts s and give
them ppportunity to chante tor themteives, without be.
g under the motl diftant contlrzint, And it the, theu
aliberately ciioofe to continns ticir Qavey, the raatiee

I
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will be fairly decided, and they may continue to poflelu
them with a good confcience®.

Slaves are gencrally under {uch difadvantages and re-
ftraints, that however much they defire liberty, they
darc not fo much as mention it to their mafters. And
it their mafter fiould order them into his prefence,
and afk them whether they had a defire to be made
free, many would not dare to declare their choice, leit
it fhould offend him, and inftead of obtaining their
freedom, bring themfelves into a more evil cafe than
they were in before, as the children of JfFad did, by
defiring Pharoab to frec them.

In this cale fuch precaution ought to be taken, as te
.give the flaves proper aflurance that they may without
any danger to themfelves, declare their choice of free-
dom: and that it fhall be done to them according to
Aheir choice.

A. If flaves in general were made free, they would
fvonbein a'worle fafe'than that in which they now are.
Many of them know not how tocontrive for themfclves,
fo as to geta living ; but mult foon be maintained by
their former mailters, or fome others: And others would
makeThemfclves wretched, and become a great truuble
tu ¢heir neighbours, and an injury to the public, by
their unreltrained vicee.  ‘This wonld doubtlels be the
cafc with moft of mine, were they fet free ; and
fome of them -are by no m<ans able to maintain them-
fclves., '

‘B. T confeds this bbjeflion, at fslt view, {eems to
have fomae weight in it. -Butlet us examine it, and fec it
it be (uficient to hold {o many thoufands in flasery,and
theiv chitldren aicr them, to the end ot the world.
Would you have ail the white people, who are given
to hurttul vices, or are unwilling or unable to maintain
the:nfzlves, made flaves; and their children after them,
and L¢ beughtand fold turlite like cattle in the market ?

¢ Jatithiswidl give them noright to make flives of their chil.
dreey even if the pareats themfelves thould exprefely confent ta
it; forhe praent san have no right to {21l the libewty of hs
chijeien,
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Would you willingly give up yourown =hildren to this, -
to be {laves for.ever to uny one who fhould be willing -
and able to purchale them, if they were as vicious, or
helplels as you fyppofe many of tive blacks would be it
fer at liberty ? 1am fure you will not anfiver in the af-
firmative. And by anfwering in the negative, as I
know you muft, you will entirely remove the reafon
you have nowoffered for holding the blacks in this fla-
very ; till you can fhew why the latter fhould be treat-
ed fo very differently from theformer, which I am con-
fident you will not atteinp:.

A flate of flavery has a mighty tendency to fink and
contrat the minds of men, and prevent their making
improvemnents in ufleful knowledge of every kind @ It
finks the mind down in darknefs and defpair; it rakes
off encouragements to aftivity, and to make improve-
ments, and naturally tendstolead the enflaved to aban.
don themfelves to a ftupid careleilnefs, and  to vices of
all kinds. No wonder then thetblacks among us are,
many of them, {2 deflitue of prudence and fagacity to
€l for themizlves; and fome ase given to vicy,  Iris
ather a wonder, there are fo'many inftances of virtus,
rudence, Kknowledge and induilry among themm, And
hail we, Decaule we have reduced them to this abiedt,
helplels miterable ftate, by our oppreflion of them,
Ipake this an argument for contimuing them and their
children in this wrerched condition ! God forbid ' This.
dqught rather to excite our pitv, and aroufe us to taks
fpme cftellual mathod without delay, to detiver thom
and their children from this moft unhappy tate.  If
your own children were in this fityation, would'vou
offer this as a gnod reafon why they and their pofltesity
fhouid be made llaves for ever ? Were fome of vouc
children unable to provide tor themielves through infir.
nlity of bodv, or want of mental capacity ; and others
of them were very victous, wouald vou have them fuld
intoa Rateot {lavery for this? or would vou make {laves
them yourfelt ? Would you nat ke willing to taks
tljc bell carc of them in vour pawer, and give then
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all poflible encomagement to behave well ; and dire®
ind aflik them in proper methods to get a living ? |
know you would.  And why will you not go and do
likewife to your flaves ? Why will you not take off
the galling yohe from their necke, and reftore them to
that liberty, 10 which they have as goou a claim de
yOoul yourldf and vour children ; and which has been
violentle 1aken from them, and unjultly withheld by
you to this day 2 It any of them are difpoled to behave
il!, and male a bad ufe of their freedom, let them have
all the motives 1o behave well that can be laid
before them. Let them be fubjeét to the fume reflraints
and laws with other {recinen § and have the fame care
taken of them by the public,  And be as ready to di.
et and afill thale who want diferetion and afiftance
to get a living, asif they were your own children ; and
a8 willing to fupport the helplefs, infirm and aged.
And give all proper encouragement and afliftance to
thofe who have ferved you well, and are like to get o
goed living, if no: put under peculiar difadvantages, as
jreed negroes molt commonly are ; by giving them rea.
{unable wages for their labour, if they ftill continue
with vou, or liberally furnifhing them with what ts
neceflary in order to their living comfortably, and being
in a way (o provide for themlelves. This was the di-
vine command to the people of Jrael § and does 1t not
appear, at Jeall, equally reafonable, in the cafe belore
us 2 When one of their brethren had ferved them the
uumber of years that were fpecified, they were com-
manded to let him go out fiee; and then the following
injunétion is added: And awhen thou fendefl bim ont Jree
froms thee, thou foalt not let bins go aavay emply o Ihcn
foalt furniph bim hberally out of thy fock, and cut of thy
foor, and out of thy avine prefi: Of that avlerenvith the
LORD thy GOD bath blefed thee, thou Jhalt give unte
bm, Deut.oxv. 13, 14.

1f all who have {laves, woull a& fuch a juft, wife,
and benevolzut part wwards them, and treat thein i
gy tasafure a ey would dedive theirownchildren and
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aear relations fhonld be treated, our flaves might &l e
fet free, without any detriment to themfelves or the

ublic ; and their muflers would be fo far from lofing
)y it, that they would be abundantly rewarded for all
their benevolence to thefe injured . poor.  And if our
Jegiflators would lend their helpiag hand, and form
fuch lawsand regulations, us lhall be propetly fuited to

rotct and aflit thofe that arc freed, and fo asin the
Eclt manner to deter and reltrain them from  vi-
cious courfus, and cncourage their induflry and good
behaviour ; this would be an additional fecurity 1o the
public againit any umnagined cvil confequence of a pene.
ral manumiflion of cur flaves; and buta picee of jullice
to thefe poor dependent creatures, whom we have made
v by our own- unrightcoulnels ard oppreflion. T'his
would encoutage maftess 1o fiee their fluves, and Jeave
the objeélion we are now confidering witheut the leatl
thadow of {oundation,

A, Youare doubtlefs fenfible, Sir, that the legifla-
tares in thefe colunies, are fo tur from giving this en.
couragement to manumit our flaves, that the laws are
rather a clog or hindrance to any thinvg of this kind, as
they require the maiter to give fecurity for the mainte-
nance of his flaves, if they thould ever want any afhil-
unce, belore be 1s allowed to make them fice.

5. 1 ainforry to fay there is too much truth in this,
[ hope our legiflatures will foon attend with proper
concern to this atiair ; and i their jullice, wifdom and
goudnels, enter upon  mnmeatures  which fhall en.
courage anld eficét a general ecmancipation of vur flaves,

But if this fhould not be, | think it appears from the
courfcof this convertatian, that this will not excule thofe
who have flavee from festing diem at liberty, cven
though they fhould be obliged to matntain them ail
their davs, It any dlave-holder can lay his hand on
his brealt, and fincerely fay, iF his children were flaves
at Algrers, he would not defnne theie malter Wntrecthem,
unlels he could do it, without anv rifque of their ever
being a charge to him  then let hin il Lold his flaves
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.in bondage with a quict confcience. -Otherwife, I fee
not how he can doit. *

A. If it were granted that our flaves ought to be
freed, if times and the public, ttate of the dmerican co-
lonies would admit. Yet in our prefent peculiar, cala-
mitous, diltrefling itate, it may be very imprudent and
wrong,:and tend to great evil: to adopt tﬁis meafure,
Molt of the flaves in populous fea-port places, have
now little or no buftnels to do ; ‘and are fupported by
their malters, while they carn little or nothing. And
if they fhould be difinifled by their mafters, they could
not maintain themfelves, and mult fuffer. And the
attention and exertion of the public is fo neceflarily
turned to the defence of ourfelves; and this civil war
introduces fuch calamity and confufion,’ that it cannot
be expetted ; yea ’tis quite impoflible, that there fhould
be any proper carc of the public, 1o as to make the pro-
vilion and regulations which would be abfwlutely ne.
ceffary in this cale. Though I fuggelted this in the
beginning of our converfation, yet I think you have
paid little or no attention to 1t. I wilh this mighe be
well confidered.

B. 1 think the fa&ls you have now alledged, as rca-
{ong againlt frecing our flaves at prefent, will, if duly
confidered, afford arguments for the very thing you ars
oppofing. The flaves who are become unprofitable tu
their malters, by the preient calamitous ftate of our
country, will be'with the lefs reluétance fet at liberey,
it is hoped ; and it no public provition be nade for
thhem, that they nay be tranfported 10 Africa, where
they might probably live better than in any other conn-
try ; or be removed into thofe places in this Jand,
where they may have proiitable bufineis, and are want-
cd, now fo many are called from their farms to delend
our country .—1 fay, if this be not done, the maiters, by
treeing them, would lofe nothing by it, even though
they continue to fupport them, till [ame way thall open
for them to help themfelves., I mult here again defire
every owner of flaves to make gheir cafe his own, and.
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aonfider, if he or his children were unjultly in a flate
of {lavery, whether he fhould thiuk fuch an.objeltion
againit their being fec at liberty of any weight ¢ Would
he rot rather think it rcafonaﬁlc that the mafters who
had held them in bondage, again{t all right and reafon,
would confider their being, by an extraordinary provi.
dence, rendered unprofitable to them, as an admonition
to break off their fins by righteoulnels and their iniquity
i hewing merey to thefe poor 2 Andthat it ought to be
a greater fatisfaélion to them, thus to do jultice without
delay, and rclicve thefé opprefled poor, than to pofiels
all the riches, honors and pleafures of this world ? And
if thefe matters fhould difrezard fuch an admonition,
and negle this opportunity to fct them at liberty,
putting it off to a more convenient fcafon, would it
not be very gricvousto him, and overwhelm him in
defpair of their cver doing it ? Is it not very certain
that they who make this objection againtt frecing their
{laves without delay, wounld not free them, if the times
fhould change, and they again beccome profitable ! If
they muft maintain them, can they not do it as well
when they are free, as while they are flaves ; and ought
they not to do it with much more fatisfaction ?

And as to the public, all meceflary regulations and
provifion might calily, and very foon be made even in
our prefent diltrefling circumilances, effettually 1o
emancipate all our {laves, were the minds of men in
general properly imvrefied 1x‘§th theirymifery, and they
fufficiently cngaged to do jultice, ana fhew mercy *

* God is fo ordering it in his Providence, that it fzems abfo.
lutely neceiiary fomething fhould tpeedily be done with refpect 1o
the flaves amonyg us, in ordet to our fafety, and to prevent their
turning againit us in our prefent ftyuggle, in order te get their
libertye  Our opprefivre have planned to gain the blackey, and
induce them to take up arms aguinit usy by promifing them li.
bevty, on this conditionj and this plan they are profecuting to
the utmoit of their power, by which means they  have periuaced
numbers to Join them.  And thould we attempt to reitvain them
by fr:ze and fovzrity, leeping o thiact guand over tham, and pu-
nifbing them fovercly, who (il be detstedin aticmpung to join
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- -This abjeftion might be urged with much greater
fhew of reafon by the inhabitants of Ferufalem, againft
frecing their fervants when they were not only L in »
ftate of war, but fhut-up, and clofely befieged in  thag
city 3 yet we find It was their duty to free them imine-
diately, as theonly way to elcape threatened dgltruétion;
and as {von as they had done this, they had refpite, and
would have abtained final deliverance, had they not rea
turned to their old oppreflion, and again brovght their
freed {ervants into bondage.

This leads me to oblerve, that our diftrefles are come
upon us in fuch a way, and the occafion of the prefent
war is fuch, as in the moit clear and friking mannerto
point out the lin of holding our blacks in {lavery, and
admonilth us to reform, and render us thockingly in.
confiltent with ourfelves, and amuzingly guilty if we
refule,  God has raifed up men to atzempe to deprive
us of liberty ; and the evil we are threatened with s
flavery . ‘This, with our vigorous attempts to avoid i,
is the ground of all our diftrefles, and the general voice
is, ** We will die in the attempt, rather than fubmic
ta flavery.” But arce we at the {ame time making flaves
ot many thoufands of our brethren, who have as good a
right to liberty as ourfelves, and te whom it is as {iveet
as it is to us, and the contrary as dreadful ! Are we
holding them in the molt abjctt, milerable ftate of Ma-
very, without the leait compatlionate leciing toweards
them or their potterity ; utterly retultag to take oft the
oppreflive galling yoke! Ob, the hocking, theintole-
rable inconliftence ! And this grols, oarefaced in-

aur oppofers ; this will only be making bad worfle, and ferve to
render our inconfiltence, yppredlion awd croclty, more cuiminal,
perfpicuoas and thocking, and bring drvn thevighteous vengeance:
of Heaven on our headee  The only way pointed out to prevent
this threatening evily is to 122 the blacks at Liberty ourfetves, by
fome public a€ts and laws ; and then give them poper encou.
rigaarnt to fabour, or take arms in the deternce of the Ameican
caule, as they thall chaafe,  "'lis would at once be duing them
toie degree of Juttice, and dereating our cocanes in the fcheme

they are profecuting.
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conflitence, is an open, prattical condemnation. of
holding thefe our brctrtrcn in flavery; and in thefe cir-
cumitances the crime of perfltlting in it becomes un.
{peakably greater and more provoking in God’s fight ;
o that all the former unrighteoufnefs and cruclty cx.
ercifed in this practice, is innocence, coispared with
the awful guilt that is pow contraéled. And in allu.
fion to the words of our Saviour, it may with great
trath and propriety be {aid, ¢ If he had not thus come
in his Pravidence, and fpoken unto us, (compuratively
{peaking) we had not had fin, in making bond.Mlaves
ot our brethren ; but now, we have no cloak fur our
{in.” .

Aud if we continue in this cvil practice, and refui®’
to let the opprefled go free, under all this light and ad.
monition, fuited to convinee and reform us ; and whilc
Giod is evidently corre€ling us (or it,.as well as for other
fins, have we any roafon to expeél deliverance from the
calamities we are under 2 May we not rather look for
lavery and deltruétion, like thar whicli came upon the
oblbnate, unreformed Feqws 2 In this Light, I think, it
ought to he conlidered by us; and viewed thus, itat.
{nrds a moft lorcible, formidable argument, not to put
off liberating our flaves to a more convenient time ;
but to artfe, all as one man, and do it with all our
might, without delay, fince delaying in this cafe is aw-
Futly dangerous, as well as untpeakably criminal, "This
was hinted in the beginuing off our converfation, you
miy remember, and 1 oam plad ol an opportunity 10
confider it more particularly, .

A You lave repeatedly fpaken of the attempt theg
15 made to opprels and enllave the Anerican colonie.,
and the calaminies this has totrodaced, a5 o judgmoent
which God has brought upon us for enilaving the 7!
ricaas, wind fay we hase no eaton o evpedt dehiveranes,
buc Gl greater pudgments, unlety this pradtice e re.
formed,  But as not this fappolition teconflittent wize
the cowtle of divine Providenee fince this war Leg 3
Wave oo ot boen thisaothoned ana fuvcieded v

[, &
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eppofiion 0 the mealures taken againtt us, even be-
vond our moft fanguine expeltations ; and a feries of
ceents, very extraordinary, and almolt miraculous,
have taken place in our favour, and fo a5 remarkably
to difappoint our oppofers, and bafile them in all their
plots and attempts againft us. How is thie confiltent
with the above fuppofition ? If thefe calamities were
brougiit on us for our fin in enflaving the Africans, and
an cxprefion of God's difpleafure with us on. that ac-
count, would he in fuch a fignal manner appear on our
fide, and favour, protet and profper us ;. even fo that
thole of our encinivs, who are confiderate and atten-
tive, have been obliged to acknowledge God was for
us; I fay, could this be, while we perfift in that prac.
ice fo offenfive 1o him ?

B. When 1 fpeak of vur being under the divine judg.
ments for this fin of enflaving the Africans, 1 do not
mcan to exclude other public crying fins found among
us, fuch as impicty and profancnefs—formality and in.
difference in the {ervice and caufe, of Chrilt and his re-
ligion—aund the various wayvs of open oppclition to it—
intemperance and prodigality ; and other inflances of
nerightecuinels, &c. the fruits of a moft criminal, con..
tralted felfithaels, which isthe (ourceof the Lhigh hauded
opprefion we are confideriag,  But that this is a fin
moit particalarly petnted out, and fu contrary to our
holv verigion in every view of 1t, acd fuch an open
violation of alh the Jaws of righteouf{nef:, humanity, and
eharity, and fo contrary 1o cur profefirons and exer-
Hons i the casfe o) hibert , that we nave no realon
tr ovndt, nor can facerdy afk deliverance, 1 inng ay
we continae in 1 difpolitivn to. hold falt tuts 1aiguiy.
btwe fhould be deitvered while we continue in this
ol rnctice and obitinately refute thorang iy to execute
reinnens Letveen 2 man and his neighbour, but go
v o epyieds tie faanger, the Gaiberlels, and the wi.
G, we Dienid, wmreeable 1o the it of - what veu
have et gaid, tmprove fach deitverance, as God Nid
e o would lavedonc, LJd he dedivered them,,
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while they refufed to reform.  Will ye fteal, murder,.
&c. and come and ftand before me in this houle, which
is called by my name, and fay, Ie are delivered, 19 do
all thefe abominations 7*"  Surely this is not 10 be cx-
peftea or defired. - Even the prayer for fuch deliver.
ance muft be an abomination to the Lord,

But your objetion is worthy of a more particular
anfwer.—It has been obferved, that there has been a
general refolution to fupprels the flave-trade in thefe
colonics, and to import no more flaves from Africa..
This is a remarkable inftance of our profefled regard
to jullice, and a wife and notable flep towards a refor-
mation of this ¢vil ; and, as has been oblerved, a com-
pleat reformaiion will be the unavoidable confequence,
1f we will be confitent with ourfelves. For no reafon:
can be given for fupprefling the flave-trade, which is
not cqually a reafon l%r (recing all thofe who have been
reduced to a ftate of flavery by that trade; and that
fame regard to juilice, humanity and mercy, which
will induce us to acquizfce in the former; will certein.
ly oblige us to pradtice the latter. Have we nat, there..
fore, reafon 1o think that the righteous, and infinitely
merciful Governor of the world, has been pleafed: to-
teftify  his well.pleafednefs with that regard to righte-
oulnels and mercy which we profefled, and appeared’
to exercife, in refufing to import any more flaves ; and
which 1s an implicit cendemnation of all the flavery.
practiled among ug, by appearing on our fide in the re-
markible, extraordinary manner vau have mentianed ;
by which weaderfal interpoiition in our favour, he bas
at e fame tme given Js the greateit erncourazemen:
not 1o fop vhat we have begun, bat t2 go en 10 a
thorough retonnation, and adt coniudentls with ours
{:ivee, by Lreaxing every vole, and doing juiiice 1o 4l

car onptefled flaves 5 25 well asto repint of ana refonm

%

2 cur open, public tins? 8o that God is hereby thew.

g us what hecan do tor us, and how hagpy we may

¥ ..
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be, under his proteltion, if we will thorsughly amend
aur ways, and our doings ; and loudly calling us toa
thorough reformation, in this moit kind and winning
way.

But if we obftinately refule to reform, what we have
implicitly declared to be wrong, and engaged to puc
away the holding the Africans in flavery, which s fo
particolarly pointed out by the evil with' which we
are threatened, and is fuch a glaring contradiclion to.
aur protefled averfion to flavery, and ftruggic for civil
"liberty ; and improve the favour Gol is (hewing us, as-
ah argument in favour of this iniquity, and encourage.
ment to perlilt in it, as you, Sir, have jult now done;-
have we not the greateit reafon to fear, yea, may we
not with great certainty conclude, God will yet with-
draw hir kind prote€tion from us,. and punith us yer-
feven times more ? ‘T'his has been God’s ufual way ot
Jealing with his profefling peaple ; and who can fay it
is not moft reafonable and wile 2. He then aéts the inoft
friendly part to theic colonies and to the maflters of
flaves, us well as o the {laves themielves, who does his
atmolt to cffect a general cmancipation of the Afiican -
among us : And in this view [ could wifh the conver.
fation we have now had on this {ubjeét, if nothing.
hetter s like to be done, were publifhed and fpread -
through all the calonies, and had the auentive perufal
of cvery American.

AN, ® A
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AN ADDRESS

To Tue: OWNUERS of
NEGRO SLAVES, ix
THE AMERICAN CoLONIES. *
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GenTe EMEN,

INCE it has been determined to pubhﬂt the
S preceding dialogue, it was thought proper it
fhould be attended with a particular addrels to you,
wha are nore inuncdiately intercited in the flavery
there confidered,

It would b injurious, it is confefled, to confider you

as the only perfons guilty or concerned in this matter,

The feveral tegiflacures in thele colonies, the magitrates,
and the body of the people have doubtlels been greatly
gullty in approving and enconraging, or at jeait con-
hiving at this pradtice. Yea, every one is in a meafure
guilty, who has been inuttentive to this eppreilion, and
wnatfected with it, an.d negleéted 10 bear proper teili-
mony againt it. And it is granted, the pablie oughe
to g0 info fome effectual meafures 1o liberate all the
flaves, without laying an unreafonable burden on their
nfaiters.  But” though this b not done, fuch negleét
will not excuie you in holding them in flavery ; as it is
in your power to fct them free, and yoar indifpenfible
Juty, and really vour interetl, to do them this pizce of
Juilu.r:, though ‘others fhould nculct]‘. to alit you, es
Khey vught,
K

Hi -
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- It 1s hoped, you will not'be ofterided with the plain.
nc!a of fpcech ufed on this fubjelt ; and that, tllOllb-l
“you fhould at firlt think fome of the epithets and ex-
preflions which are ufed, too fevere, and find the fub.
je& el difagrecable ; this will not prevent your at.
tentively confidering ir, ani weighing what i offered,
with theutmolt impartiality,and readinefstcreceive con-
vittion, how much loever you may find yourlelves con.
“demined. For, if your prafice is here fer in a truc
light, in which it mult appear to all impartial, judicious,
good men; and in which it will appcar to all, at the
day of judgment ; you mull be [enfible you cannot toa
foon admit the couviction, and reform.  And here it
cannot be improper to remind you of yourliablenels to
ftrong prejudices, which tend to prevent your feeing
whi in itlell may be very plain,  Our divine teacher
fays,  Ezveryone that doth evil, hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, left his deeds thouid be reproved.”
If you arc t.ui::#d doing evil, acmrmng to the imrort of
tha.. preceatng dialogue, thefe words of Chrift arc {o
far applicable to you, and are fuited 10 awaken youe
jc:doul_v of yourlelves, and lead jou to attend to ths
fubject with great cuncern, circumipe&tion, and carneit
prayer to the Father of lights, for that uii’c-*rninz and
w:!dom, by which you may, in the cale depending,
come 1o the knowledge of the truth,  And s it nct
worthy your {crious confideration, that they who are
not interefied in this praciice, and have no flaves, are
generally, it not every ons, tully convinced it 1y wiong ?
Are they not, at leatt many of them, as capable o
judging in this matier, n:: you youricives ..r..; and
therefore imore likely to judgs right than you, as they
are uninterciled and bnpaiual ¥ 'Fhe cmn'.ic':linn {Jl' the
pnjuitifizcblencds of this praétice has been increafing, and
greacly fpread of late; and many wio five had floves,
have found themielves fo unable w juflify thadr cwn
conduét in holding them in bovdage, 25 to be juduced
to fet them atliberty.  May this cunvietien foon reach
every owner of flaves in Norsh- America !
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To thls end you are defired to corfider, whatis
more than once urged in the dialogue, viz. '

The very inconfiftent part you €, while you are
thus enflaving your fellow men; and yet condemning,
ind {trenuoufly oppofing thofe who are attempting to |
bring you and your children into a {tate of bondage,
much lighter than that in wiich you keep your flaves ;.
who yet have at Jealt as good a night to inake flaves of
you and your children, as you have to hold your bre-
thren in this ftate of bonduge., Men do notlove to be
inconfttent with themielves: and theefore this is fo
evident and glaring, that if you will enly fufier your.
felves to refle&t a moment, it mult give you pain, from
which you can find no relief, but by frecing vor flaves,
or relinguifhing the caufe of public liberty, avhich vou
have thought fo glorious, and werthy to be purfued ag
the rilk of your fortunes and lives, |

A gencral affembly of one of thefle colonies,® have
exprefled their convi€tien of this inconfiftence, aud
given it as a realon for frecing our flaves, in the {ollow.
g woids,  Wheicas thenhabitants of svierica are -

* Ruonr.leraxp, Thit is 2 preamble to 2 propofed alt, . .
¢ probibinng the inportation of Dergroecsinto 1ni colony, and -
affesting the ribis o1 frecdom of all thnte Lercatzer beta er mae
naanited wi-hin the fene’ 1uis obdervalble, arn 10 view, that
the tcaton ghven for this acly s cjunily a reaton e actually free.
g ALt the Wegro faves in the eolony, without delaye Ao
Rhode-1tland his been 1ncie deeply intereftelin the fiaveetrade,
and bas entlived more of the puor Africans, than awy other co.
funy in New-England, 12 has been to the honer of that culany,
thit they have hitely made a law probhibiting the impaatien of
any moe {lives.  How becominyg, honsuravle asd happy would it
bave been, had they alted up 5 the ttuth auderted in the preamble.
mentionsd, and taken the lead of all the united colonics, in cle

fectuslly provicing for the freedum or il their tiaves !

*

Stnce the above was publithed, the Gerenal Affembly of thaz
State, have miade a law, by which all the blacks boarn in it sicer
Morch 1233, are mvide Giees A ths mnders who have Naves
uider 4o vears old, are anthorilcd to tree them, without being
bound, o liable to maintain them, it arterwards they fhould Lo
wrable to fupport themnteiv. i,
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“ generally engaged in the prefervation of their own
“ rights and liberties,” among which that of perfonal
“ freedom muft be confidered as the greatelt; and as
¢ thofe who are defirous of enjoying all the advan-
*¢ tages of hiberty themfelves, thuuld be willing to ex-
‘“ tend perfonal liberty to others: Therefore, be it
“ enacted,” &c.a———1Is it poflible that any one fhould
not feel the irrefiitable force of this reafon ? And who
would be willing to pratice this glaring felf-contra.
diftion, rather than let his fervants go out free even
though he fhould hereby give up the greateft part of his
living, yeua, every penny he has in the wmrd! With
what propriety will all fuch inconfiit:nt oppreflors be
addrefled, JHim before whom malters and their
flaves will fhortly ftand, as their impartial judge ?
“ Qut of thine own mowtdh avill 1judge thee, thou avicked
Servamt I
Be intreated alfo ferioufly to confider, how very of-
fenfive to God, unrighteoufnels and the opprelfion of
the poor, the flranger and fatherlefs, is reprefented to
be, in the holy feriptures  This is often fyoken of as
she procuring caufe ot the calamixies that came un God's.
' profefling people of old, and of their final 1uin. [
may {uffice to quote a few paflages of this tenor, and
sefer you to places where others.are 1o be found, Yer
xxi. 12, % O houfe of David, thus faith the Lereo,
Exccute judgment in the morning, and deliver bim tlis
&s [peiled cut of the hand of the oppreffor, lcft my tury po
out like fire, and burn, that none can querch it, be-
eaufe of the evil of 'your doings.” Lack. xxii. 29, 50,
g1. ¢ 'T'he people of the land have ufed opprethon,
ard exercifed robbery, and bawe wvexea the poor and necay
yea, they bave opprefled the flranger avrongiulls.~——And
I fought for a iman among them, that thould make up
the hedge, &c.—=Dbut [ found none. ‘Theretore have L
poured out mine indignation upon thew,” &co—dmus
1. 6. ¢ Thus faith the Lord, For three tranfgrelhons
of Ifrael, and lor four, I will not turn away the punifh.
ment thorcol, becaufe they fold the rightecus for filuer, ard
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#%¢ poor for a pair of [boes.” Zech. vii. @.==14. * THux
the Lord of hoits, faying, Execute true judgment, and
fhew mercy and compaﬂhs every man to his brother.
And opprefs not the widow, nor the fatherlefs, the
firanger nor the poor ; and let nonec of you imagine evil
againfl his brother in your heart. But they refofed to
hearken——yca, they inade their -hearts as an adamant
ftone—"T"hercforc came a great wrath from the Lord of
hofts,” &c*. .

Are not the African flaves among us the poor, the
ftrangers, the fatherlefs, who arc opprefled and vexed,
and {old for filver? And will not God vifit and punifh
{uch oppreflion ? Are you willing to be the inftruments
of bringing judgments and ruin on this land, and on
yourfelves and familics, rather than let the opprefled go
out free ? |

On the contrary, merey, dcliverance and profperity
were often promifed them, if they would leave oft their
oppreifions, and do juftice, and fhew mcrcy, in delivers
ing the opprefled, and thewing kindnefs to the {tranger
and the poor.  Ja.i. 16,~18. ¢ Ceafe to do evil,
Jearn to do well, juck judgment, relieve the cpprefed,
tudpe the fatherlefs, plead for the widow———"I'hough
vour fins be as fearler, they fhall be whiteas {now
If ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the
good ot the land.” Ter, vii. 1,=—7. ¢ Stand in the
gate ol the Lord's houle, and proclaim there this word,
and {ay—If yc thoroughly amend your ways, and your
doings; [fve thoroughly exccute judpment letzveen a man
and bis neighbour, if you cpprefs not the flranger, the faa
therlels and the widow, and fhed not” innocent, blood
in this places=then wiil 1 caute you to dwell=—in the
land I gaveto your fathers, forever and ever.” er. xxitl,
ty—4. ¥ Thus faith the Lord, Execate judgment and
righteoulnels, and deliver the jpsiled out of the land of

® See to tic [mne purpofe, Iac it 314, 180 xo Tymegs  Jere.
Vi 27,0=200 Vie 0y 70 txile 15,17y AIDUSIVe 1,24 V. 1,
Las viite -{1"""3!
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the . oppreffor 3 and do no wrong, do wo wiclence to the
Sflrarnger, the tatherlels, nor widow=—For if ye do this .
thivg. indeed,” &c*. »

Fow can we attend to the voice of God in thefe fa.
cred, writings, and not fee that you are molt clearly
painted out.  And will you be affronted, or even dil-
regard.us, while we intreat and conjure you, by all that
15 Jmportant and facred, {o far to regard thefe threats
nings and promifes, and purfue your own highett in.
terett and that of the pablic, as 1 et your oppredled
flaves goout free! 1o notfay, * 'This is wo great a
facrifice for us to make; who will indemnity us, if we
give up our fervants ? Phe fevercign owner ot all
things, has promifed you indemuity 3° yea, infinitely
more, deliverance fyom the awinl curfe which comes
uron the oppreflor ;5 and his protetiion aud bleting,
And here it may bz prover to remind vou of the di.
vine anlwer o the hing of Ywdab, when, bieing ordend
1o ditmifs the mercenarics he had procured o widl ning
lic afked, what he houid Jdo for the hundizd wilents
which this army had coft him ? ¢ And the mon of
God aniwered, The Lorp is able ta give thoe mudh
motc than this,’ 2 Clren, xxv. 0,— g,

Confider allo, Kow very inconfitient this injufitce
and opprefiton s with worthippiag Gea threagh Claadt,
and attending on the inflitutions ot religion ; and Low
unacceptable and abominable theic mult be, winle you
neglet to Jet the opprelicd go fiee, anu refule to do
jultice, and love mercy,  The bible is fall of declira-
tions of thisd.

“ 'To do jullice and judgment, is morc acceptiliic to
the Lorp than facrifice”  Without the foimer, the
Jatier is nothing but grofs hyvpoerify, and abomination
to God; for he ¢ will have merey,-and not facrifice,”
He requires no devotion, or attendance on any religious
right or inftitution, which is inconliftent with mercey,

® Scc alfo . xxxitie 13, 16, Ivitia 6, &¢o Jere ve 1,
1 Read 10a Inidis and ¢l 1o v 10,13, Amivs v, 2] ,~8,
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* wr that is done without the love and exercife of mercy
but rejea all {uch prayers and fervice, as moft difho.
nourable and abominable to him, And when wecon-
fider, thut Chriftianity is the greateft inflance and ex.
hibition of righteouinefs nd mercy that was ever
known, or cdn be conceived of : And the great Author
of it i, in the molt eminent and glorious degree, T
JusT Gon axv tHE Saviour 3 we fhall not wonder
that no offering can be accéptable to him, which i»
without the excreife and pradlitc of righteoufne(s and
mercy @ And that ¢ he fhall have judgment without
merey, that hath hewed no mercy,”

You who arc proteflors of religion, and yet the own.
ers of flaves, are intreated well to confider, how vou
mult appear in the fight of God, and of all who view
your coundudlin a true light, while you attend your fa.
mily and public devations, and fiv down from time to
time, at the table of the Lord. If your weighbour
wreng you of a fuw fhillings, you think him utterly
unfit to attend thae {acred ordinance with you ; but
what is vhis, to the wrong vou are doing to yvour bre-
thren, whonm you are holdiag 1o flavery ! Should 2 man
gt Wligiers bhave a number of your children his flaves,
and thould, by fome means be converted, and become
a profetfor of Chriftianity, would 2ou not expedt he
would foon tet your claldren at Boenty 2 And if after
you had particularty deddv with Lim abtour i, and of.
ferad abundantiight and matter of conviBion, of the
opprethon and craviey of which he was guilty, he
fhould be deaf to all vou convld {av, ant retvlve to hold
them and their childien in flavery, what would yeu
think of hi, when you re2 hiey at his prayers, and
attanding at the Lord’s {apper? Would you think le
was more acceptable ta God, than if he neypledled thele
inthitucions, and yet had been fo jull and merciful, as
to fet ait his thaves at Liveity 2 Yea, would vou feruple
to {ay, his devotion aed atiendance on the holy fugpee
wwers hypocsify and abemnaivn ¥ I Narban (ig
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prophet was hcrc,‘ he would fay, ¢ Thox art th

)
~man*.”

The Friends, who are commonly called Quakers,
have been for a number of years, bearing teftimony
againit this oppreflion, as inconfifient with éhriﬂianit '3
and {triving to purge themiclves of this iniquity, re-
jeéting thofe from fellowfhip with them, who will not
~ free their flaves, They indeed do not attend the Lord’s
fupper ; and it is granted, they are herein neglecling an
important inftitution of Chrift: But ought it not to
slarm you w think, that while you are condemning
them for this neglet, .your attendance, in the omiflion
of that rightcoulnsls dnd mercy which they praétife,
i1s inexpreflibly more difhonorable and oflenfive to
Chritt, than their negleét ! U hefe things you ought firff
to have dune, to let the opprefled go free, and break
every yoke; and then not leave the other undone,

May you all, in this day of your vifitation, know
and pinctice the things that belong to your peace, and
the fafety and happivels of the united Adnerican colo-
nies, by no longer vpprefling thefe poor firargers wrong-

* It is granted this oppreffion has heen pratifed in ignorance
by many, if not the m.{t, who have been owners of (laves ¢ And
though this has been 3 vety ceiminal ignorance; yet profefiors
of religinn, and real chritiany may have fived iv tns fin through
ignoraunce, coafistent wilh hincerity, anu (o as to be acceptable to
God thioaagh Jetus Chuitt,y in their devotions, &c.  But though
Ged has in time patied, fullered usy ignorantly, to walk i this
wiclied wav, he is Now ufing faccial meins to open our eyes,
and commands all, every wheie, to repent of his iniquitys Anrd
they who perfidl in thisting inoppofition to the clear light, and
alarming adinonitivns which aie now fet bejore us, will greatly
azgravate their own guilt, if they du not heicby give Jjult reafon
to fufoet the fincerity of their profetfions  Soine, whbare in the
feriptuies, declared to he goud men, Lived in evil praiccs, cone
idcent with fincerity in their atiendance nn divine inftiwutions
in which pra@lices no Chriftian can now live, confistent with his
Chriftian charaeter 3 becaufe we enjoy much preater hight than
they had, and thefe evi) ways aie more fully expofed and cone
demued.

™
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fully, and doing violence to them ; but by.cxecuting
judgment, relieve the opprefled, and deliver the fpoiled.
out of the hands of the oppreffor ! May this counfel
be acceptable unto you, and you break off this your fin,
and all your fins, by rightcoufnefs, and your iniquitics
by fhewing mercy to thefe poor; that 1t may be a.
lengthening of the tranqguility of your{clves, your {ae,
milics, and of this now giﬂrcﬂbd land !

s N R st ar—cemst®

A PPLENDIX

Do the Second Ldition of the Dialogue, cons-
cerning the Slavery of the Africans.

NINCE the firft cdition of the foregoing dialogue,
peace has been reltored to the Americar States; in )
which they have obtained all thas for which they have
contended, and more; and are become free and inde-
pendent.  “T'hus we have had profperity, and the {fmilcs-: .
of Ieaven, in our attempts, while the flavery of theai,
Afiicans has not been wholly abolifhed by ws.  This:
ray be confidered by f{ome, as an cvidence that this..
Ravery, and cven the lave-trade, are not fo great and.
hcaven-provoking fins, ss they arcreprefented te be in-.
the ciaiogue ; and that the repeated declarations there,.
that we could not reafonably cxpe® profperity, until
this iniquitv was reformed, were groundiels and rafha.

The tollowing oblervations, itis hoped, wiil f{erve:
to give a yult view of this maeirer,

1. Since the publication of the dialague, many things
have been done, and fleps taken, towa az a reformation
of this evil,  In the fates of tue Malachuizits and
New-Hampthiie, the tlavery of the blacks 15 wholly
abolified,  Aoditis onc of the fundamental articles in
the contlitation of the prapafed late of Vaman:, that
no flavery fhatl be tolerated there, Tae tates of Rhodes.
Hiand, Connecticur, Peunfyivania, and the lower coun.
es on Delaware, have provided jor the gradaal abolition.

Foe .
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of flavery ; and ordered that all the blacks who fliall
be hereatter born in thofe ftates, thall be free at a cer-
tain age : And that no more flaves fhall be introducad:
among them. And the ftate of Virginia has repealed
a law, which was formerly in force there againit the
freeing of blacks ; and now allows the malters of {laves
to free them when they pleafe.  Thus all the flates. but
five, have manifeited a difpofition to promote the free.
dom of the Africans. And numbers of flaves have heen
liberated by their malters, under a conviction of the
unrighteoulnels of holding them in flavery.

‘T'his is. 2. great advance in the défired reformation,,
and has given ground to hope, that flavery will be:
wholly abolifhed in all the United States o' America.
And may it not be conflidered as one reafon why the
emni{cient, long-fuffering Governor of the world has
fpared and Profpered us, as he hath done ?

JI. Though we have becu thus {aved and. profpered,.
evil may, and we have reafon to. fear it avill come upon
us, if we do not;proceed to a thorough reformation of

this fin ; efpecially upon theie ftates in which there js
no degree of reformation.  What has taken place fince:
the peace, chiely by our own imprudence, extravagance
and fully, by which our trade is almolt ruined, and
thele flates ate in a great meafure drained of their mo-
ney, and many evils are introduced, is enough to fhew
ity how eafily, and how {oon, we may be made mife-
rable and be rained as a nation, after ail that God hath.
dane for vs; and, atthe fame time, is an evidence
that he 1s diipleaied, and hath a controverfy with us.

Aund we may eafily account {or this, notwithitanding
the partial reformation refpetting flavery, which has
been menttoned, when we confider that amialt other-
open fins and inltances of unrightevufnels, we are again.
poing inta the practice of+ that {even-told abomination,
TIHE SLAVE TRADE 1 againft which,.in the begin.
ning of the war, we bore public tettimgny, and ena
vered into a united and folemn refolution wholly o re.
peunce ity and ali evunc@ion with thole who . thould..
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perfit in this evil praflice. A number of veflels have
been {eut from fome of the flates in New-England, unds
from other ftates, to Africa, to procure {laves, and they
are in fuch demand in the Wefl-Indies, and fome of
the fouthern. flates, cfpecially -South Carolina, thar fe.
-veral fuccefsful voyages have been made, and thoulands
of {flaves biought into thefe United States, and {old at
an extraordinary price, by which others are tempted.
and encouraged to go into this trade; and there is a
- profpeét that it will take place to as great a degree as it
has herctofore, unlefs it fhould be fupprefied by thofe
in public authority, or by the people at large.
Arc not the flory and denunciations of evil, which,
, we have in the propheey of Feremiab, chap. xxxv. ap.
plicable té this cafe  The inhabitants of Yerufalem vicre
befieged by the army of the King of Babylen, and
broughtinto great diftref. and fearsof utter ruin : Upon
which, being convinced of their fin in the pra@ice of
flavery, which had taken place dmong themn, they being
led to it by their King and princes, entered into a re-
{olution and folemn covenant to fiee all. their flaves,.
Soon after thistheir enemies raifed the fiege, and they
thought themlelves delivered 3 bat when their fears
and diltrefs were thus removed, they returned to their
tormer practice, and reduced 1o flavery the fervanis tNey
had fet at liberty, God then dire@ed Feremiab 1o tell
them, thasdince they had returned to their former ini-
quity, which theyhad folemnly promifed to relinquith,_
and retuied liberty 1o their brethren, he would pro-
chaim a lit®ky for them ; even a moft dreadiut liberty
to the fivord, to the peitilence, and o the famine, and
caule them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the
carth, &c.  If this barbarous trade thould go on, and
flavery be flill encouraped and promoted in thefe flates,
aud yet we efcape the defivuction which came con the
Inhabitants of ‘Ferwalers, or evils that fhall be as great, |
X mult be alcritied 1o mere, favercign, diftinguithing .
mergy, which we have gn reaton o expedt, |

¥ L N 1 S
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