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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following pages were ori=
ginally notes made while perufing
fome writers on this {ubject:
and, to fay the truth, the firlt
fetion confifts almoft wholly of
an analyfis, or abridgment, of Dr.
Leland’s learned and elaborate
work on the ¢ Advantage and
“ Neceflity of the Chriftian Reve-
““ Jation, thown from the State of
‘ Religion in the ancient Heathen
“ World,” publifhed in 1768, 1n
two volumes 8vo. The materials

of
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of the fecond feéion the Authos
has fele@ted principally from the
Scriptures ; referring, however,
occafionally, to fuch works as
might afford any light in the hif-
tory -of ‘Chriftianity. He at firfl
doubted whether to infert a// the
numerous references to the writers,
both facred and profane, who arc
cited; but, on a fecond confider-
‘ation, he has inferted them, as
exactly as poflible, for the fatisfac-
tion .of thofe whom curlofity, or
any other motive, may induce to
examine them. He arrogates to

himfelf no literary excellence, but
2 has
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iias attempted to flate facts, plain
ly and truly, as they happened,
avoiding all {peculative reafoning
and rath conclufions.

In {ubmitting his little work to
the candour of the Public, he can-
not but feel fome degree of anx-
lety ; yet he means not to depre-
cate the feverity of critici{m, or to
urge his youth as an apology for
the errors that may be detected.
He has ftepped forward in the de-
fence of our common faith, and
tooppofe the rapid progrefs which
the difciples of infidelity are mak-

mng
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ing, by diﬁéminating their pernici-
ous principles, particularly among
the junior part of the prefent ge-
neration. Should his endeavours
be crowned with the leaft {uccefs,
he will be amgly compenfated;
and the recolleétion of it will
cheer him amidft all the viafl-
tudes of life.

Carey Streety Lincoln's Inmy,
:7 ﬂly 1 6, 1 80 Cs
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BRIEF VIEW

OF THE

NECESSITY AND TRUTH
OF THE

CHRISTIAN REVELATION.

IR
i ——y

IT is by no means my inten-
ton, in the following pages, to
difcufs every objection that has
been urged againtt the Chriftian
Revelation ; that has been already
done by abler pens than mine,
and would, moreover, require the
compafs of many volumes ;—;-ebut

B to
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to convey to thofe, whom preju.
dice or a falle {yftem of education
has precluded from the knowledge
of the Chriftian {aith, a brief and
comprehenfive view of the necel-
fity and truth of the Chriftian Re-
velation. |

In order to do this the more

cﬁce"[ually, I will firft exhibit the
neceflity of the Chriftian R evela-
tion, thown from a view of the
ftate of religion in the ancient
heathen world, and then prove
from the Old Teftament, as well
as: from profane authors, both
frlend]y and inimical to Chriftian-
1ty, that there was a perfon pamed

Jelus Chrift, and that the books

which we have, written by his
difciples,
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difciples, concerning his dotrines
and actions, may be depended
upon as containing a true ftate-
ment of them, and as holding
forth to mankind the only way to
falvation.

8 2 SECT,
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SECT. L
‘f/ae Neceffity of the Chriftian Re-

velation, as fhown from a fhori
View of the State cy" Religion 1i
the ancient Heathen World,

WaorveR refleéts on the frame
of human nature, cannot but be
convinced that man is a religious
creature, that is, a being pofiefl-
ing faculties, which are capable
(by means of reflection and proper
inftru&ion) of attaining to, and
are defigned for religion; by which

is to be underﬁood that duty which
every rational creature owes to 1ts

Almighty Creator and Benefactor,

If we contemplate the inferior ani-
mals,
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mals, we fhall find, that they are
every way calculated for the dif-
ferent offices and enjoyments of
fenfitive life. It is true that the
brute creation has fenfations. It
has alfo fome remembrance of na-
tural good or evil, which 1t has
experienced at the approach of a
particular object, and the impref-
fion of which, being awakened by
the prefence of that object, leads
beafts neceffarily to avoid or feek
it quickly. But do they poflefs
that weak {park of divine fire
which animates man, and which
conftitutes the nobleft and the
et prerogative of the human
oul; from which we can infer,
that brutes are capable of conceiv-

B 3 Ing
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Ing any :deas or notions of God,
or of the duties enjoined by reli-

gion ? On the contrary, although

man participates in a corporeal
part, and animal powers, 11 com-
mon with the inferior creatures,
which adapt him to the relith-
ing and enjoying of fenfible good,
yet he has within him an internal
faculty or power, @ mind, which
is, doubtlefs, the nobleft part of
his conftitution, the criterion by
which we are to judge of his prin-
cipal end and highe{’c happinefs,
and which conftitutes his chiet
diftinétion and pre-eminence over

the brute creation.
¢« Man,” {ays a noble wnter,

who cannot be {ufpected of being
friendly

e ¢ orw Te e Ul
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fiiendly to fuperftition, ““ 1s not
« only born- to virtue, friendthip,
« honefty, and faith, but to reli-
“ gion, piety, and a generous fur-
«« render of his mind to what hap-
“ pens from the {upreme caufe,
“ or order of things, ‘which he
« acknowledges entirely juft, and
¢ perfect *.”

“« Man,” fays another eminent
writer of the fame principles, “*1s
« 3 religious as well as a focial
« creature, made to know ana
« adore his Creator, to difcover
“and obey his willf. Greater

“ powers of reafon,” continues

* Shaftefbury’s CharaCeriftics, vol. i, p 224,
sth edi.

1 Bolingbroke's Works, vol. v. p. 470, ed. 4to.
B 4 he,
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he, ¢ and means of improvemens
‘“ have been mealured out to us,
‘¢ than to other animals, that we
** might be able to fulfil the fupe-
““ rior purpofes of our deftination,
‘“ whercot religion is undoubtedly
¢t the chief; and that in thefe the
“ elevation and pre-eminence of
““ our {pecies over the inferior ani-
‘“ mals confifts *.,” |

It is clear, then, that man had
an intelligent and wife Author of
his being, from which it may be
reafonably concluded, that man
was originally formed and de-
figned for religion. And, indeed,
what can be more abfurd than to

N Bolirlghrﬁkeis “'VorkS, VOL \£ P' 3‘1‘}0‘!‘ 3'90’
ed. 4to. |
{uppofe
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fuppofe beings who poflefs  rea-
fon and snzelligence to proceed from
a blind and wwmintelligent caufe ?
If man were originally formed and
intended for religion, it 1s by no
means diffonant to reafon to think,
that,wheneverthe Almighty created
man, he immediately enabled him
to anfwer this end of his being,
and his entering on a religious
life. It were abfurd, indeed, to
fuppofe, that when the Almighty
created man, he gave him only fa-
culties and powers which adapt
him to religion, but left him wholly
to himfelf to acquire the know-
ledge of religion and of his duty,
by the mere force of his own un-
alifted reafon and experience:

for,
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for, had that been the cafe, and
man had been left 1n his infancy
wholly to himielf, deftitute of any
one to cherifh and fupport him,
immediate mifery and death muft
have enfued; and {uppofing that

by the mere ftrength of his confti-
tution he had fubdued thefe diffi-

culties, it would have been long,
very long, even if he poffefied the
moft acute natural abilities, before
he would raife his thoughts to
things {piritual and invifible, and
attain fo perfeét a knowledge of
the woi ks of nature, as to infer
thereby the exiftenceof the onconly
true God and his infinite perfec-
tions: by which means he muft
of neceflity be deftitute of all re-

ligion,
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ligion, and utterly incapable of
fulfilling the higheft end of his
being : for, as Monté{guieu has
moft juftly obferved, ‘¢ it 1s clear,
‘“ that, 1n a ftate of nature, man’s
““ firft ideas would not be of a {pe-
¢ culative kind: he would firft
““ think of the prefervation of his
‘“own being, before he invefti-
““ oated his original*.” The moft
reafonable {uppofition is, that the
firft man was formed in an adult
ftate ; and this 1s, according to the
Molaic account true in fact.

The hiftory which we have of
the creation of the world, and of
the events connected with 1t, by

* Spirit.of Laws, vol, 1. book 1. chap, 2.

Mofes,
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- Mofes, contains (efpecially if
compared with the ridiculous hy-
pothefes of the ancients, as deli-
vered down to us by their philofo-
phers, poets, and hiftorians) the
beft and moft authentic account
which we can any where find.
What harmony and unity appear
confpicuous through the whole, as
oppoled to the vague and uncer-
tain accounts which we read in

" ancient heathen writers! a circum-

{tance which alone, notwithitand-

ing all the cavils and objections

that have been urged againft if,
is a manifeft proof that Mofes
was an infpired writer. In this
account he relates {uccin&ly the

creation of the world and of our
firft
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firft parents, their fitvation in
Eden, and the events immediately
connected withit, Heallo, among
many other things, Introduces
Adam fpeaking of the law of
marriage, a circumftance which
neceffarily {uppofes a revelation
from the Almighty refpecting
that and many other inftitutions.
This we are accordingly given to
underftand in more than ene pai-
fage, and efpecially in that, where,
after our firft parents had -di{obeyed
the exprefs command of God, and
thereby forfeited all their title to
his favour, Adam conceals him-
{elf in the Garden of Eden, and
1s called by the voice of the Lord *.

* Genefis, chap, iil.

4 He
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He 1s queftioned coneerning the
caufe of his concealment: an ex-
planation enfues, and the confe-
quence 1s the merited expulfion of
our firft parents from the Garden
of Eden. Yet even here the mercy
of the Almighty was fhown to
them, and he ftill - continued to
impart to them his commands, and
alfo to thofe of their defeendants
who obeyed them with fincerity
and truth (of which Enoch is an
inftance, ¢¢who walked with God,
““ and was, for his piety, relieved
‘¢ from the pains of death*”’): for,
jn proportion as men Increafed,
they increafed, with the exception
of a few, in wickednefs; info-

* Genefis, chap. v, ver, 24.
much
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much that the Almighty was pro-
voked to deftroy all mankind with
a deluge, from which Noah alone
and his family efcaped through the
goodnefs of God.

Here commences a new @ra in
the hiftory of mankind; and we
behold in Noah the fecond parent
of the human race ; who being, as
we are informed by Mofes, a man
of the ftricteft piety, would not,
we may conclude, permit his chil-
dren to be 1gnorant of the origin of
man, and of the hiftory of the world
previous to the flood. Of thefe he
was the better able to inform them,
1s he had lived fix hundred years
with Methufelah, who was cotem-

porary with Adam about two hun-
. dred
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dred and forty-five years; fo that
we may reafonably infer, he
would procure the moft authentic
information refpecting thofe im-
portant events, and of the original
principles of religion delivered to
our irft parents; alfo that he re-
tained every important point In the
ancient religion, to which may be
added the revelation of the divine
will, with which, we are aflured
by Mofes, he was favoured, in or-
der to be communicated by him
to his defcendants.

The arts and fciences known
previoufly to the flood, having
been generally loft together with
their inventors, and thofe who

exercifed them, the men who
lived
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lived in the ages immediately fuc-
ceeding that event and the difper-
fion of mankind, could not make .
any progrefs in them. The wholé
world lay before them, and many
would naturally wander abroad in
fearch of habitations ; who, re-
moving to countries far diftant
from their firft fettlement, would
oracually fall into a rude, uncivi-
lized life, and almoft wholly lofe
the idea of the one true God. The
umverfal deluge is a circumftance
that could not be eafily forgotten ;
and we accordingly find no event,
in the ancient world, that has been
hnded down to us better attefted
than this, The tradition of it has
read through the whole world,
¢ fsom
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{rom the continent of Afia to that
of America, from the Eaft to the
Weft Indies, among the rude in-
habitants of Africa, and the Eu-
ropeans*®,  But it was in the Eaft,
where Noah and his family fettled
immediately atter the flood, that
men aflembled together, and firft
formed {ocieties and kingdoms,
ere€ted cities, and  cultivated the
arts and fciences, and the moft
valuable reliques of arcient learn-
ing. were found, which were {tilk
further handed down by tradition,
after the manner of the Eaftem
nations, until the ages when the
Grecian -philofophers, poets, and

% See Grotins de Veritate Religionis Cluifs
tianz, 1. 1. § 16. In notis.

legit-
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legiflators “travelled thither for the
atainment of the knowledge of
things divine and human, and In
order to be inftructed in the {cience
of legiflation ; as we are informed
by Diodorus Siculus, Herodotus,
and others. ‘There too the wor-
(hip of the one true God, {ome
veltiges of which may be traced
up to the moft recondite periods of
muquity, continued pure and un.
opiifticated, long after the reft of
mankind were plunged into the
aoffeft rudenefs, ignorance, aad
dolatyy, '
f\monO' the nations which have
thone mo{’c confpicuoufly in an-
dent times, were the Affyrians
wd  Chaldeans, the Perfians,
C 2 Phee-
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Pheenicians, Arabians, and Egyp-
tians ; all, or at leaft the majority,
of whom preferved the worlliip
of the one true God, for {everal
ages after the flood ¥, Of thefe,
the ancient Perfians appear to have
adored the one Supreme Being I
the earlieft times, as their pofterity,
the Guebres, or Ghaurs, do to
this day; although for a while
their anceftors fell into Zabiilm,
or the worfhip of the heavenly
hodies, which imputation their
early attachment to the fcience of
aftronomy feems to have occa-

# See Shuckford’s Connexion of facred and
profane Riftory, vol. 1. p, 282, &¢.

{ioned.
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fioned*. As to the Aflyrans,
they appear from the Holy Scrip-
tures to be among the firft corrupt-
ers of the true ancient religion - ;
md we are informed alfo by
Mofes, that the Phcenicians and
Canaanites profefled polytheifm,
or the worfhip of a plurality ot
rods in his days, although, as 1t
has been frequently obferved from
the fame illuftrious prophet, we
find no traces of idolatry among
them four hundred years before,
when Abraham refided with them:
the contrary is evident, from the

* Ancient Univerfal Hiftory, vol. v, book
Le 11, § 3. where the ancient Perfians are
hilly acquitted of this charge.

t Jothua, chap. xxiv.ver. 2.

C 3 conduct
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condu& of Abraham towards
Melchifedek a king of that coun.
try, who is ftyled, in more than £

one paflage in the {criptures, * the |
Prieft of the Moft High God.” |

~
-

|
The fame obfervation holds with ;
:

regard to the Egyptians, who,
far from difturbing Abraham on
account of his religious principles,:’i
appear, from the relation of Mo--
{es, to have regarded him rather 15
a prophet of the Moft High,:
and as his peculiar favourite. The
Egyptians, at leaft part of them,
appear to have Jong retained the.
worfhip of the one Supreme, the
Creator of all things, whom they
adored at Thebes under the name

of Kneph, or Ecneph, whaile othe.
parts
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parts ‘of Egypt were mvolved in
the moft abfurd idolatry *.  With
re{pect to the Arabians, they fcem
to have worfhipped the one true
God for many ages, as appears
from that moift noble monument
of antiquity, the book of job, in
which 1t 1s, however, hinted that
Zabiifm, or the worfhip of the
heavenly bodies, was about to be
introduced.

from this it appears, that in
the eaftern nations the primitive
religion continued longer, and
more pure than in other Pagan
countries ; though ‘among them,
the 1dea refpelting the one true

% Vid Plutarch. de Ofirid. et Ifid.
C 4 God
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God does not feem to have beer
wholly obliterated, ‘as is evi.
dent from the teftimonies of the
moft celebrated heathen philofo-
phers*.

Nor i1s this tradition loft among
the inbabitants of the moft
barbarous lands; but, what one
would leaft expect, 1s better
attefted there, than 1In nations
celebrated for the perfection. to

which they carried the arts and
{ciences. The Hottentots, for

% See particularly Ariftot. de Mundo, c. 0,
in Oper. p. 610. ed. 1629, Plat. de Leg. p. 6oc.

in Oper. ed. 1¢g8. Plutarch. Op. vol. ii. p. 309.
B. ed. 1620. Cic. de Leg. 1. 2. c. 7. Tuicul.
Queft. L. 1. c. 28.  Seealfo the Divine Legation

of Mofes, vol. 1. b, 2. § 3. pp. 112, &c. and
124, 128. 4. ed,
inftance,
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inftance, and the negroes of Gui-
nea, both ackunoivledge one Su-
preme-Being, ‘but believe he 1s too
far dbove us to take notice of us,
and therefore they pay hirh no kind
of homage or worfhip ; ‘but they
adore, the former an evil {pirit,
the latter a2 multitude of other
deities. It is to be obferved, that
the genius and notions of thefe
peopleare fo confined, that their
ideas refpecting a Supreme Eeing
can be {carcely {uppofed to pro-
ceed from their own reafoning,
but muft be derived from the re-
mains of {fome -ancient traditiofi
handed down to them by their

anceftors, of wholie opinions-and
4 cuftoms
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cuftoms they are very tepacious *,

The fame obfervation will apply,
in part at leaft, to the different

tribes of India, according to the
ancient and modern accounts of that
country t, to the inhabitants of
the Ifle of Ceylonin the Eaft ln-
diest, the North Americansy,
and the Peruvians, before the In-
cas civilized them, as we are in-

tormed by Garcilaflo de la Vega.

* Kolben’s Account of the Cape of Good
Hope, vol. 1. €. 63 and Bofmann’s Account of
-“(Guinea.

+ Philipps’s Account of the Religion, &¢.
of the Peopie of Malabar,

t+ Ibid.

§ Jofeph d’Acofta de procuranda Indorun
Salute, 1. 5. p. 475. folioed, See alfo Lahtau’s

Mecurs de Sauvages.

'{. .

From
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From this it appears, that there
are traces of the belief of one {u-
preme Deity, among aimoft every
individual nation in the whole
world, even the moft barbarous ;
which can only be afcribed to the
remains of an ancient religion,
which was handed down from the
firft parents of mankind tradition-
ally. But, 1n the courfe of time,
this venerable doctrine became {o
obfcured, as to be almoft imper-
ceptible, from the multiplicity of
idolatries, with which 1t was co-
vered. While {fome nations who
pretended to acknowledge a Su-
preme Being, paid him no wor-
thip at all, others confounded his

worthip with that of idol-deities,
areat
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great nuinbers of which being in.
troduced from time to time, and
fanétioned by public authority, fo
diverted the people’s attention from
the wotfhip of the one true God,
that, as hath been moft juftly ob-
{esved, ¢ in the crowd of “wrong
““ notions, and inventions of rites,
“¢ the world had almoft loft fight
““ of the only true God*.”  Such
was the ftate of religion among
mankind at the time our Saviour
appeared about eighteen hundred
years ago ; fo that there was great
need of fome extraordinary di-
vine interpofition to bring men
back from it.

"l; W,
# Locke’s Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity,

in his works, vol.1l. p. §30, §31.

But
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But we are not to {uppofe, that
on the feparation and difperfion of
mankind over the whole face of
the earth, when men firft aflem-
bled together, and formed {ocie-
ties and nations, they fell {ud-
denly into" this grofs fuperftition.
This 1s by no means the cafe; 1t
will not, theretore, I truft, be im-
proper, 1f, before I conclude this
head, I notice fome of the chief
oradations, which effected this
perverfion of mankind from the
right knowledge and worthip of
the only true God, and diffufed it
(o univerfally among men, and ef-
pecially thofe heathen nations,
amid{t whom the arts and {ciences

have
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have made the greateft advances
towards perfection.

The firft corruption of religion,
and deviation from the worfhip of
~the one true God, was, as we are
informed by Moles, the worthip
of heaven and the heavenly bo-
dies. This account of that il-
luftrious prophet is corroboratea
by the united teﬂimony of other
ancient wiiters *,  The Egyptians,
Affyrians, and Chqldeans {eem to
have been the firft nations who
followed this {fuperititious wor-
fhip. In the firft ages of the

world, men chiefly followed the
paftoral life. That way of living

* Diodor. Sicul, L 1. Eufebii Preeparatio

Evangelica, |, 1. ¢, g.
afforded
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2forded them both leifure and :op-;
portunity to obferve the ftars and
their influences ; and we accord-
ingly find that they applied them-
lelves very early to judicial aftro-
losy. By indulging their fpecu-
lations, they. gradually came to
regard the heavenly bodies as in-
telligenf beings, and to pay to
them, and particularly to the {un *;
that worthip which was due to
the only true God.  Thofe nations
were followed by the ancient Ara-
bianst and the Perfians?f, who
very early fell into the ‘practice of

* Eufebii Prazparatio Evangelica, 1. 1, ¢, 10.
1 Job, chap. xxxi. ver. 26, 26.
+ Ancient Univerfal Hiftory, vol, v. L 1.

1L, Q 3,

paying
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paying their worfhip to the fun,
moon, and ftars; but this latter
nation was afterwards reclaimed tg
the worthip of the one true God.

From thefe nations this {uper-
ftition was introduced among the
Grecks*, and the other nations of
the Weft, principally by the philo-
{fophers, who travelled into the
Eaft, and thofe legiflators, who m
the early ages emigrated thence,
and carried with them then
knowledge and religion, and civi-
lized the rude inhabitants of the
weftern hemifphere. The ancient
Indian Brahmins alfo, as we are

* Platon. Oper. p. 263. B, ed, 1890, Aril-
tot. Metaphyf. |. 14. ¢. 8. in vol. ii. Operum,
D. 1003, ed. Parif. Cic. de Nat. Deor. l. 2.¢. 2.

b |

ol [ |
- 1
informed
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informed by Philoftratus, and the
Chinefe both dncient and mo-
dern*, adoreé the {un, moon, and
ftars ; as Likewife do the Tonquin-
efe, as Tavernier infofms us,-
and the Eaftetn Tartarst. The
Libyans werfliipped only the fun
and niden ] ; but the Maflageta§
worfhipped the {un alone, to whom
they immolated a horfe, The
fame planet was alfo worfhipped
by the Mexicans, Peruvians, and
the inhabitants of the Terfa Firma
In America, thofe of New Gia-

* Navarette’s Account of China, in Church-
ill's Voyages, vol. i, p. 74, 84, Ss.

} Grimiton’s States and Empires, p. 0.

t Herod. 1. 4. c. 188.

§ Strab. b, 11.

D nada,
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nada, the Canary and Philippine
Iflands, the ancient nations of
Africa, and the ancient Gauls,
Germans, and other nations of
Europe *,

Thus have I cndeavoured to
give a fucciné view of that firft
corruption of the worfhip of the
only true God, ‘¢ the worfhip of
‘““ the Hoft of Heaven’’, as it is
emphatically ftyled in {fcripture,
which 1 cannot better conclude
than by adding the accurate de-
lineation of it which the elegant

author of the Book of Wildom

* Millar's Hiftory of the Propagation of
Chriftianity, vol. ii. where the religion of thefe

nations is fully confidered,
has
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has given us : ¢ Surely,” fays he,
*“ vain are all men by nature, who
“ are 1ignorant of God, and could
“ not out of the good things that
‘“ are feen, know him that ig .
“ neither by confidering the
“ works did they confider the
““ workmalfter ; but deemed either
“ firc or wind, or the fwift air,

el

or the circle of the ftars, or
“ the violent water, or the lights
of hcaven, to be the gods
which govern the world. With
whole beauty, if they, being
“ delighted, took them to be
* gods, let them know, how
much better the Lord of them
1s: for the firft author of beau-
* ty hath created them.  But if

D 2 “ they

6l

{(

¢4
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¢ ‘they were aftonithed at their
‘“ power and virtue, let them un-
¢« derftand, by them, how much
«« mightier he 1s, that made them;
« for by the greatnels and beauty
¢ of the creation, proporti'onably
¢t the Maker of them is feen®.”
A {econd kind of 1dolatry which
weaned men from the wor{hip ot
the one true God, was the adora-
tion which they paid to men, and
heroes, who, for their virtues, or
the benefits conferred by them on
mankind, were deified, and had
pillars and ftatues confecrated,

and feftivals dedicated to them -

% Wifd. chap. xiii, ver, —>5.

+ Eufeb. Preepar, Evaogel: L, , €. G,
' Thele
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Thefe ftatues and pillars appear

to have been intended originally
merely for their honour, but af-
terwards became religious ceremo-
nies, and men gradually regarded
and adored them as deities. This
worfhip prevailed very carly
among the ancient heathens, as
we are informed by the author of
the Book of Wildom, who, al-
luding to this cuftom, fays:
“ Thus in procefs of time an un-
“ oodly cuftom, grown {trong,
‘“ was kept as a'law, and graven
* 1mages were worfhipped by the
‘“ commandment of kings*.” It
appears from the united teftimony

# Wild, chap. xiv, ver. 10,

D 3 of
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of ancient heathen writers*, that
moft of the chief objects of pagan
worfhip had been originally men,
the principal of whom, Jupiter,
was honoured (as were al{o, though
in alefs degree, the other deities)
with the names and attributes of
the only true God, to whom, how-
ever, they did not hefitate to al-
cribe the moft criminal and inde-

cent actions+. It has been affert-
ed, that the pagan po]ytheifm Was
only the worfhipping of the one

% Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1. 2. c. 15 and 23. Cic.
Tufc. Queeft. L. 1.¢.12, 13, Hefiod. Theogon.
v. 453 & leq.

4 Plaut. Amphitruo, in Prolog. v. 23, 45,139
A&. . fcen, 1. lin, 04 Ovid, Metamorph. L2

v, 402, 550, I ,
Supreme
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Supreme Being under variousappel-
lations ; but this hypothefis has
been moft ébly examined, and re-
futed, by Dr. Leland, whobas fully
proved, that the Jupiter Capitoli-
nus of the Romans was not the true
God, but the chief of the pagan
deities *, The ancients, 1t 1s to be
obferved, in their addrefles to their
deities, invoked them at firft under
a variety of names and epithets,
which they imagined were gratify-
ing to them, but afterwards adored
thofe names as {o many diftinc¢t
and {eparate gods-t.

* Advantage and Neceflitv of the Chriftian
Revelation thown from the State of Religion in

the ancient Heathen World, vol. i. p. 116—123.
+ Selden de Diis Syris, Proleg. c. 3.

D 4 Another
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Another caufe of the progrefs of
idolatry among mankind is the
converfion of the {ymbels and
images of the gods into  the
gods themfelves ¥ 3 to  which
may be added their phyfiolo-
gy. Their phyfiologers, or thofe
who firft began to philofophize on
the nature of things, were prin-
cipally poets, who made deities
of the things of nature, of parts
of the univerfe, and of every
thing that was beneficial, and
even things and animals hurt-

ful and pernicious to mankind -

# Plutarch. Oper. vol. it p. 379 D.E. Phi-

lonis Oper. p. 755. E.
+ Cicero d¢ Nat. Deor. l.2.c.14. L 1. C. 15,

l.2.c.23.1. 3. C. 25, Cicero. de Leg. L. 2. ¢. 11,
Plin. Hift. Nat. 1. 2.¢. 7.
Not

4
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Not content with *¢ crumbling,”
according to Dr. Cudworth, ‘¢ the
““ one fimple Deity into {everal
«« parts, and multiplying it into
“ many gods® ;" they {uppofed
the Almighty to be all things, and
confequently to be adored in every
thing,and even paid their devotions
to evil beings+, in which practice
they are followed by {everal na-
tions in Afia, Africa, and America,
which have not yet received the
sofpel 1.

Much has been urged in favour
of the ancient myfteries, but at

* Cudworth’s Intelle€ual Syftem, p. 3z,
Herbert de Religione Gentiliumy, p. 133, 134.

t+ Plutarch. Oper. vol. ii. p. 361, 562, 85o.

¢ Millar’s Hift. of the Propagation of Chrif-

tanity, vol, il ¢, 7. beft
C
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beft they could only promote the

practice of virtues merely {ocial,
and deter men from {uch praciices
as might be obnoxious, or hurttul
to fociety *. In the courfe of time
they became grcatly corrupted,
and confequently could not but
have a bad cffe® on the people T,
nd tend to confirm them in their
idolatrous practices: this evil was
not a little increafed by the ambi-
ouity and obfcurity which the

% See the ¢ Advantage and Neceffity of the
Chriftian Revelation, vol. 1. €. O. where this
is amply difcufied.”

4 Divine Legation of Mofes, vol.i L. 2. §
A. p. 195, Arnobius adverfus Gentes, L S

pallim.
anclent
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ancient philofophers affeGed #, and

which could not but Incapacitate
them for teaching the people reli-
gion, by their gencraily exprefling
thernfelves in a polytherftic ftrainy,
and addrefling a plurality of deities
even 1n their moft {ferious dif-
courfes. ~ This, their condut,

they detended, and juftified with

* Dr. Leland’s Advantage and Neceffity,
&c. vol. 1. ¢. 11,

+ Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. 1. 1. 2,
§ 3.p. 112, Xenophon, MemorabiliaSocratis,
L 4. § 19. Platon. Oper. p. 664. ed. 1590,
Cicero de Nat. Deor. L. 2.¢0 40 Lk 3.¢03.  Ci1-
cero Tufcul, Difput. . 1. ¢, 13. Cicero de Le-
gibus, I, 1.¢. 4. 1. 2. ¢. 4. Senec. Epiftol. 117.
Epi¢tet, Enchiridicn, ¢, 38, Epictet. Differtat.
Livcor. §2.¢29.§3. 1 4. ¢ 4.§ 6. Anto-
nin, Meditation, 1. 2. § 11. and many other paf-
fages difperfed through the whole of that Eme
peror’s meditations,

all
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all their abilities and learning, rc.
commending the worfhip of infe.
rior gods, under the pretence that
it tended to the honour of the Su-
preme¥, palliating the moft ab-
furd and ridiculous parts of their
poetical theology, by allegorizing
the moft indecent fables-, apolo-
gizing for the ridiculous worfhip
of animals by the Egyptians],
and even urging 1dolatries, abfurd
in the extreme, as being neceflary
to deter the people from 1rreligion

and atheifm§.
“Thus have I attempted to exhi-

bit a fuccinét account of the more

% Advantage and Neceffity, &c. vol. 1. ¢,

16. throughout.
+Ibid.  fIbid,  § Ibid.
remarkable
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remarkable gradations, by which
was effeCted the rtotal aliena-
tion® of men’s minds fromt the
worfhip of the one true God,
and their giving ot themfelves
up to idolatry and -unclean-
nefs; {o that the whole world
““ lay 1n wickednefs+ ;” and from
this, I truft, that whoever pe
rufes this brief view of the ancient
rcligion, cannot but be convinced
of the neceflity of an immediate
divine revelation to reclaim man-
kind from. fuch grofs {uperftition

* 1 except from this account the ancient .
Perfians and the Jews, who (though itmuft be
confefled that they fell very early into idolatry,
yet they were reclaimed) worfhip to this day
the one Supreme God.,

F 1 John, v, 19.

* and
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and ‘idolatry ; and that fuch reve.
lation could not be unfolded to men
better, than by fome divine perfon,
or at leaft one, who thould not
only be a man of the moft exem-
plary piety and charity, but a
teacher, and who thould fet an
example of univerfal benevolence.
Such a teacher and prophet (if I
may ufe the expreflion) was found
in the perfon of the Inftitutor of our
moft holy religion, who not only
voluntarily relinquithed the joys of
heaven to reclaim mankind from
their wickednefs, to effe® which
he performed the moft fignal mi-
racles, but alfo meekly {ubmitted
himfelf to be executed ignomi-
nioudly as a criminal, for their re-

demption,
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demption. How thankful, then,
ought we to be for the falutary
light afforded ws by his word |
With what gratitude ought we to
offer up our praifes and thank{-
oivings to the Almighty, for the
advantages we enjoy in the poflef-
fion of the holy fcriptures, to
dire® and confole us amidit all
the viciflitudes of life !

SECT,
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SECT. IL

The Exiftence of our Saviour proved
from the united Teffimonies of
Authors both friendly and ini-
mical to the Chriftian Revela-

+ Z:Z‘U:’Z.

Turs isa circumftance, which

s confefled not only by the whole
clafs of Chriftians of every {fect, .
who are difperfed throughout the
wholc world ; but alfo by the Jews,
efpecially by their prophets, who
foretold the coming of Chrift very
many years before he appeared, as
might be thown from numberlefs
paffages from the Old Teftament,

and by feveral ancient writers, hoth
Pagan.
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Pagan and Chriftian. The Chrif-
tians derive their name exprefily
from him. ¢ Auéor nominis
« ejus Chriftus,” fays Tacitus,
 qui Tibério imperitante per Pro-
« curatorem  Portium  Pilatumn
“ {upplicio affeGtus erat. 1.e. The
«« guthér of that name was Chrift,
“ who was put to death in the
* reign of Tiberius, by Pontius
“ Pilate, the Procurator (of Ju-
“ dea)*.” This teftimony of Ta-
“ citus is confirmed by the re-

* Tacit, Annal. L. 15. c. 44, Theyfirfl res
ceved this pame at Antioch, as we are informed
by Suidas (in voce Xetsasor), about the end of
Claudius’s reign, whq banithed them from
Rome, ¢ Judeos impulfore Ehréflo affidue tus
“multuantes Roma ‘expulit.”” Suetonius in
Claudio. ¢, 2¢.

o p_;:_ated
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peated ‘references, - or appea"'i:s,
which are made by the early ape-
logifts* for Chriftianity to thea@s
of Pilate 5 that 15, thofe memoirs
or accounts of his tranfacions,
which took place during his £6-
vernment, which he, as well ag
other procurators, or .governors,
tranfmitted to Rome. The au-
thenticity of thefe acts of .Pilate is
yet further confirmed, \in that they
have never been -controverted or
called into queftion by the moft
iveterate adverfaries of Chriftia-
nity; but, on the contrary, they
are frequently cited with appro-
bation, efpecially by the Empero:

* Efpecially Tuftin Martyr, p. 76, and Ter-

talban. Apol, c. 21, |
Julian,



\ S1 )
lulian, and fome others, who
take occafion from thence to revile
the followers of Churift.

The Jews, who lived {oon after
thofe timnes, therefore, as we are
mformed by Buxtorf, called our
Saviour the man that was hanged,
that 1s, fuipended on the crofs.
There 1s allo a paflage in Lucian,
in which he reviles the Chriftiang
tor abandoning the magnificent
worfhip of the Pagan gods, in
oider to adore, or worfhip, ““an

‘“ impoftor, who had been cru-
“ cified®.”

*® Tey ot UYECAOANOTIT S, GY  EALEVOY codigny 55*‘-'7{;’
cosrwess,  Lucian de morte per. p. gg0. See
allo Jofephus, Antiquit, 1. 18. c. 3. who, though

ie was a Jew, bears an honourable teftimony to
the Chriftians, |

L2 Yet
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Yet we do not find that the
Chriftians were deterred, or inti-
midated by thefe reproaches from
profefling Chrift. On the con-
trary, itappears from the gofpels,
as well as from other parts of the
New Teftament, that, both during
Chrift’s life, and  1mmediately
after his death, there were im-
menfe numbers of perfons, who
profefled his doctrines, and en-
dured with the utmoft conftancy
the extremeft tortures, rather than
they would deny him. Befides
the Apoftles, there are feveral of
the ancient fathers (who lived very
early after the paffion of Chiift)
who confirm this; viz. Tatian,
Iren®us, Tertullian, Eufebius, and,

among
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among many others, Origen, who
bears the following noble tefti-
mony to the conftancy and forti-

tude of the Chriftians: ¢* They,”
fays he, *¢ rather chofe to undergo
“ any torments than acknowledge
“ Jupiter to be God. For,” con-
tinues he, ‘¢ we do not regard Ju-
““ piter and Sabaoth (in Hebrew,
“ the Lord of Hofts) as the fame,
“nor do we confider Jupiter as
“any divinity at all; and if the
“ Egyptians produce to us thelr
“ Ammon, threatening us with
“ death, we will die rather than
“call Ammon God #.”” Tothefe
may be added, the further tefti-

* Origen, contr, Celf. 1. 5. p. 262, Ed.
Cantabr,
E 3 MOENICS
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monies of Tacitus, and Suetonius,
both eminent ftorians, who flou-
rithed about {feventeen centuriey
fince, who both agree in telling us
that the Chriftians endured the
greateft perfecutions with wonder-
ful conftancy. ¢ There was,”
fays Tacitus, *“ a very great mul-
¢« titude of Chriftians not only in
“¢ Judea, but alfo in the city
‘ (Rome), whom Nero perfe-
«¢ cuted with {fuch barbarous cru-
“ elty as excited even the compat-
¢ fion of their enemies*.”—**The
¢ Chriftians,” fays Suetomus,
«« were feverely tortured, a clais
«. of men profefling a new and

% Tacit. Annal, L 18 c. 44. Ed. Amftels
1643, |
" f¢ pernicious

L Rl
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« pernicious fuperftition®.” The
younger Pliny, alfo, who was the
friend of the Emperor Trajan,
and employed to perfecute the
Chriftians, in a letter to .that em-
peror, 1n which he gives them a
moft excellent charater as to their
meeknefs and moral behaviour,
fays, that ¢ many of everyage and.
“« rank, and of both {exes, are
« infected with this f{uperttition.
“ That the contagion of it had
“ penetrated not only the city,
“ but alfo the wvillages.” He
adds, that till he began to execute
the laws againft them, the temples

* AMicti fuppliciis Chriftiani, genus homi-
num fuperflitionis novae ¢ et malefic,”  Sue-

ton, 10 Ner, ¢ 10,
T4 WErS,
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were almoit forfaken—<“ and the.
‘¢ {olemn facrifices for a long time
¢¢ difcontinued, and that there
““ could be fcarcely found any to
«“ purchafe victims for them*.”

This teftimony 1s yet furthex
confirmed by Tertullian, who {ays,
with exultation, that every place,
except the temples, were filled
with the profeflors of Chriftianuty:
he adds, that if they were to re-
tire, whole cities and provinces
would be deftitute of 1nhabit-
ants -y .

From the coincidence of the
evangelifts with the above-cited
hiftorians, it is clear, then, that

* Plin, Epift, L. 10. Ep. 97

+ Tertullian, Apol ¢, 37.
' there
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there 'was a man named Jefus
Chrift, who was born in the reign
of Auguftus, and was crucified in
that of Tiberius. It appears alfo,
that Chrift taught doctrines utterly
fubverfive of the religious {yftem
then received ; that by the moft
exemplary purity and holinels ot
his life, and the meeknefs and hu-
mility of his manners ; bis {ublime
and {erious exhortations of man-
kind to repentance, infomuch that
his moft inveterate enemics were
obliged to confefs, that ‘ never
*“ man fpake like this man,” and
that ¢‘he taught as one having
“ authority ;> and above all, by
the wonderful miracles he wrought,

he fully manifefted himielf to be
the
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the Son of God: {o that great
multitudes, not only during his
life, but alfo after his death, by the
miniftry of his difciples, the Apof-
tles, believed on him, and profe{-
fed his doctrines.

It is well known, that thofe who
firft propagated Chriftianity, wrotc
accounts of the life, doctrines, ana
miracles of their Lord and Maiter
Jefus Chrift. This 15 acknow-
ledged by the moit inveterate foes
of Chriftianity, who, as we are
informed by the early fathers,
confefs, that the Chriftians have
books of a very ancient date, fome
coeval with the times to which they
refer, and others written fifteen.ot

ixteen centuries fince; which
contain
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contain the principles of the Chrif-
nan faith. We are alfo informed
by the {fame writers, that feveral
fpurious works were publifhed,
and attributed to the Apoftles; the
confequence of which was, a cri-
tical inveftigation of them, and the
eftablithment of the authenticity
of thofe books, which now con-
ftute the New Teftament, efpe-
cially that part of it called the Gof-
pels, which were written by fout
of Chrift’s difciples, who are dif-
tinguithed with the name of the
Evangelifts.

The chief writers in the New
Teftament, are, Matthew, John,
Peter, Paul, and 'Luke, who was
Paul’s companion inall his travels

and



( 6o )

and dangers*; all of whom, ex.
cept Paul (who was converted
by Chrift himfelf, after his afcen-
{ion into heaven, 1 a moft mira-
culous manner+), were the im-
mediate difciples of Jefus Chrift,
{o that they could not but be tho-
voughly informed of the truth of
the facts they relate . The fame
remark will apply to James, who
was either an apoftle, or, as fome
will have§, very nearly related to
our Lord ; and was by the Apoftles
made Bithop of Jerufalem. They,

* Allts, c. xx. &c. Colofl, ¢, iv. v 1.4
g Tim.c.iv. v. 11, Philem, 24.
+ Afts, c.ix, v, 1=,
¥ John,c.xv, v.27. A8s, c, 1.V, 21, 22.
1 John, ¢, s v, 1,
§ Vid, Evfeb, Hift, Eccl. 1, 2, ¢, 21 and 23. .
a5
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-s well as the other writers of the
New Teftament, were all eye-wit-
neffes of Chrift’s miracles, and the
wonderful effe&t his preaching had
on the people, and cannot there-
fore be fufpected of having writ-
ten any thing with an intent to de-
ceive manKkind ; efpecially as at
the time they publifhed their writ-
ings, very many witnefles were
till living, who had not only be-
held Chrift himfelf performing
thofe amiable and benévolent
acts, which form the moft promi-
nent feature int his character (and
which alone, one would think,
muft be a convincing proof of his
divine miffion), but had allo actu-
ally beheld him alive again, after

i his
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his glorious refurreGion®, And
it would be abfurd, not to fay im.
poiiible, that fo-many fhould con-
{pire to propagate a falfchood, cf-
pecially at a time, when even to
attend the minifters of Chrift,
much lefs to profefs his faith, ex-
pofed them to the fevereft perfecu-
tions, and moit imminent danger
of their lives, Befides, 1t rarely
happens that any one is guilty of
a falfehood without having {ome
advantage, either immediate or
remote, 1n view. The firft teach-
ers of Chriftianity could have none.
They . could not afpiré to’ honours,
for all honour was at that time 1n

* ¢ After that he was feen of above five
hundred brethren at once,” 1. Cor. cvxv. v. €.

the
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the hands of the Jews and Hea-
thens, who reviled and perfecuted
them with unrelenting {everity.
They could not expect to gain-by
it any worldly wealth, fince their
profeflion expofed their eftate to
diminution by exceflive fines, if
it were not wholly fequeftered.
They could not be prevailed upon
by any temporal -advantages or
comforts tobe guilty of a falfehood,
nor-could they expect any {uccefs
in the propagation of their tenets,
which were every where oppofed
by: the ruling powers, unlefs-they
had fome divine promife of it;
and from their very great {uccels,
notwithftanding the numerous ob-

ftacles that concurred to retard
them,
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themn, by the {toning of one*; the
murder of another+, and the dif-
perfion. and repeated imprifon-
ments of others, of the Apoftles,
it mhay be literally faid, that it
““ was the finger of Godf,” and
that ¢¢ God was amongit them§.”

Except Paul (who was fkilled
in all the Iearning of the Jews|,
and who, had he continued to fol-
low the errors of his fathers,
might not have defpaired of attain-
ing the higheft honours, all which
he renounced, and refolved to teach
nought *¢ fave Jefus Chrift, and

* Stephen, vid, Ads, c. Vil Vo £9.
 James, who was beheaded, Acts, ¢, Xil, v,
1 Exodi c, v, v, 19. -
§ 1 Cor. c. Xiv. vs 23,

i Alts, c, xx1l. V. 3. _
¢ him
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« him crucified #,’”) all the other
Apoftles were plain, 1illiterate men,
and had, as they them{elves frankly
confefs, followed the meaneft oc-
cupations -t and beenr notorious
evil liversE, who were utterly ig-
norant of languages, till the de-
icent of the Holy Spirit upen
themy, as their Divine Mafter
promifed them on his departure|,
who. alfo cenferred upon ‘them

# 1.Cor. ¢, 1. V. 2

+ Matt. c.iv. v, 18—21. Luke, c.v. v, 10,

T Matt, c. 1%. v. 10,

§ Ads, c. il v. 3, 4 €. X4 V. 46, ¢ XiX. V. 6.
1 Cor. ¢, Xil. V. 10, 28, 30. €. Xlil. v, 1, 8. ¢, Xiv,.
Vo2, 40, 0, 13, 14, 18, 10,.22,:23,.26, 27, 30.

i John, e. xiv, v, 12, B0, 17, Rlark, c. xvie

'l"i [ ?|

T other
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other miraculous powers®. Con.
trary to the cuftom of thole who
go about repeating idle tales,
which will not bear the teft of
truth, they detail their accounts of
their Mafter’s words, actions; and
miracles, plainly, {erioufly, with-
out affectation, and in a truly edi-
fying and devout manner, frankly
declaring every thing that came to
their knowledge, and of which
they them{elves were eye-witnefles.
And what cannot but reflect the
higheft honour on their integrity
is, their noble confeffion refpect-

* Aas’ C- iiil V. I"__Sl C- Viiip VI 6'-10'
Ce iXe V. 36——41. Co Xiile Vo g—1Is € Xiv. Ve
810, CbXVi. Vo 16~—18, €. Xix. Vo 6. G XX Ve
g—11. 2 Cor. ¢ Xils V4 120 Hebr, ¢y i1 Vo 4
ne
ing
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ing their Lord and Mafter, whofe
country they acknowledge to be
univerfally defpifed*, whofe birth
and education was meant, whofe
circumftances were indigent};
that he was accufed (notwith{tand-
ing the miracles he performed,
and the purity and holinefs of his
lite and manners), of the moft
heinous crimesy, and, 'ﬁnaliy, that
he was hurried away by the joint
fury of both rulers and {ubjects,

* John, c. 1. v. 45—0.

§ Luke, ¢. ii. vo 3—6. Matt, 13. v, 5¢.
Mark, c. vi. v, 3.

t Matt, c. viii.v. 2o. Luke c, viii, v, 3.

§ Matt, c. 1x. v, 3, 20, 05, ¢. X1, v. 19. Luke,
Cu V1L V. 34, Co XXiH. V. 2, Jobn, ¢. v, v, 16,
C. Vi, Ve 20, €. Vills Vo 48, €4 1Xs Ve 20, €. X,
V.20, 3138, C,XiXs V. 12,

F 2 and
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and put to death in the moft igno.
minious manner ¥, All thefe cir.
cumftances, and many others re-
{pecting their difobedience to {o be-
nevolent a Mafter, and their con.
tentions both during his life -, and
after his deathd, they narrate with
the utmoft impartiality, reprefent-
ing facts as they really happened,
without any exaggeration, or di-
minution, nor heeding whether
they pafled ¢ through honour os
““ dithonour, through evil report,
““ or through good report§.”

Thele circumftances alone wre

¥ Matt. ¢, xxvil, v, 32—4.

+ Matt. c. xx. v, 20—~8.

I Adts, €4 xv. V. 37—30.

§ 2 Cor, ¢, v, v, 8, Dr, Dodderidge’s verfion.

convincing
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convincing proofs of the truth of
the Gofpel, and of the facts there-
in recorded.  Yet if any one were
fill inclined to difpute the truth of
Chriftianity and the divine miflron
of our Lord and Saviour Jelus
Corift, to redeem mankind from
fn and death, there remain fome
proofs to be adduced, which will,
[ truft, effeCtually obviate his
doubts, and thele are;

Firft, The great fuccels of the
Apoftles during the whole of their
miflion, in healing difeales, recall-
ing the dead to life, and, above
all, the immenfe numbers of peo-
ple who, as I have already hinted,
embraced the Chriftian faith, not-
withftanding the almoft infuper-

F 3 able
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able obftacles which oppofed it,

of which we have a complete ac-
count in that part of the New Tef-
tament called the A&s of the A pof-
tles, which very early received the
{fantion of the moft accurate critics
in facred literature of thofe times:

Secondly, The remarkable co-
incidence of the prophecies (which
were uttered very many centuries
before the appearance of Chrift)
with the New Teftament, 1n which
we find them literally accomplifh-
ed ; and alfo the predictions con-
cerning the {udden and vaft propa-
eation of Chriftianity, 1ts perpe-
tual duration, the rejection of 1t by
many Jews, and the embracing o

it by the Gentiles, the animofity
of
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of the Jews againft the profeflors
of Chriftianity, the very {levere
and barbarous perfecutions they
were to endure, and, laftly, cons
cerning the fiege and utter defiruc-
tion of Jerufalem, and of the
Temple, and the exquifite mife-
rics the Jews were to undergo.:
and, o

Thirdly, The miracles perform-
ed after the apoftolic ages, par-
ticularly the cafting out of de-
mons, or cvil {pirits, by Chrifti~
Ans.

Firft, The great {fuccefs of the
Apoftles, during the whole courie
of their miffion, in healing dii-
cafes, Iecalling the. dead to _life,
and, above all, the immen{e num-

F 4 - bers



(72 )

bers of people who embraced the
Chriftian faith, notwithftanding
the almoft infuperable obftacles
which concurred to oppofe it.

The firft profeflors of Chyifti-
anity were by no means merely
ignorant or illiterate perfons, who
might be {fuppofed to be hurried
anto a belief of Chrift througha
thoughtle(s enthufiafm; but we
have inflances of many perfons of
quality and rank, who poffefled a
found judgment, and were not ig-
norant of letters; ¢ men of fteady
s¢ and thoughtful tempers, ready
‘¢ to inveftigate the truth, and ca-
¢ pable of judging of its evi-
¢ dences 3~ fuch as Sergius Pau-
lus,
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lus, Pro-conful of Cyprus¥*, Di-
onyfius the Areopagite-t, | Poly-
carp, Juftin, Irenzus, Athena-
gorus, Origen, Tertullian, Cle-
ment of Alexandria, and many
others, moft of whom have been
an ornament to Chriftianity, by
their writings in its defence; al-
moft all of whom were educated in
other religious {yftems, and who
cannot be fuppofed to have em-
braced Chriﬁianit)f (reviled and
perfecuted as it was), but from
a firm conviction (arifing trom that
diligent inveftigation which 1t is
the duty of every thinking and

confiderate man to make in all af-

* Als, C. Xiil. %, 12,
+ Adls, ¢, XVily Vo 34
fairs
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fairs of moment) that it was a
crue religion {upported by the moft
convincing teftimonies, which had
increaled exceedingly from the
miracles which its firft teachers,
the Apoftles and Difciples of
Chrift, had wrought; as healing
by the voice alone, and publicly
too, the moft inveterate difeafes,
recalling the dead to lite, cafting
out demons, and from many other
miracles of a fimilar nature,
which cannot be afcribed to any
natural or infernal power, but mufl
proceed wholly from God. For,
as the Divine Founder of Chrifti-
anity has moft juftly obferved,

s¢ How can Satan caft out Satan?

“ Kvery kmgdom divided againft
¢ jtfelf
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o« itfelf cannot fubfift, but is

“ brought to defolation: and
«“ every city, or houfe, divided
« againft itfelf, cannot ftand, but
¢ falleth.” And again, ¢ If Sa-
¢ tan rife up againft himfelf and
¢ caft out Satan, he i1s divided
 againft himfelf; how then fhall
““ his kingdom fubfift? He can-
““ not ftand, but has a period*.”
Nor was Chriftianity confined
to the countries in the neighbour-
hood of that where Chrift him{elf
taught ; but was diffuled through-
out all Europe, not excluding the

moft northern parts+f, through
the whole extent of Afia, and alfo

* Matt, ¢, xil. v. 28, 20. Mark, c. Il v.
23—0. Luke.
+ Vid. Grotius de veritate Religionis Chrii-

Dandy Pe 334y & 1R NOL
1 the

%
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the iflands fituated in the Ocean,
through Egypt, through Ethiopia,
and fome other parts of Africa;
and that not only within thefe few
centuries paft, but alfo in the ear-
lier ages of Chriftianity*, as ap-
pears not only from the councils
of thofe times, but alfo from the
writings of the Chriftians them-
felves, and moft efpecially from an
ancient tradition ftill preferved in
the Eaft, refpeting the travels and
miracles of St. Thomas, St. An-
drew, and the other Apoftles;
Clement of Alexandriat:, Tertul-
liant, Irenzus§, Arnobius |, Atha-

* Vide Grotius de Veritate, &c. ubi fupra.

14 Stromat. L. 5.
¢ Tertullian adverfus Judeeos. 1. 1.

§ Irenzus, L 1.c, 3.
-} Arnobius adverfus ‘Gentes, L 2.

{inause



)

nafius, Theodoret, and others*, af.”

ford us ample teftimony how
widely extended and celebrated the
rame of Jefus Chrift was in Bri-
rain, Germany, and other remote
countries. Nor 1s there to this
day any country, even In thofe

* "There 15 extant an epiftle of Athanafius -
in Theodoret, 1. 4. ¢, 3. in which he makes
meuntion of the churches of Spain, Britain, Gaul,
{taly, Dalmatia, Myfia, Macedonia, Greece,
Africa, Sardinia, Cyprus, Crete, Pamphylia,
Lycia, Ifauria, Egypt, Libia, and Cappadocia,
See alfo Theodoret adverfus-Gracos, {ferm. 8.
The {ame writer (ferm. q.) reckons among the
nations converted to Chniftianity, the Perfians,
Maffaget, Hyrcanians, Cafpians, and Scythi-
ans, vid. alfo Origen 1n Homil, ad Ezekiel, 4.
and Chryfoftom. Homil. 6. ad 1 Ep. ad Co-
rinthios ; befides which, there are many others,
to cite whom would be tedious, if not unne-
ceflary.

1R
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in which the all-def’croying reli-

gion of Mahomet is moft preva.
lent, In which there are not to be
found many followers of Chrift.
Secondly, The remarkable co.-
incidence of the prophecies (which
~ were uttered, and publifhed very
many centurles betore the appear-
ance of Chrift}, with the accounts,
which we have of him in the New
Teftament, in which we find them
literally fulfilled.
 The chief point which the
Apoftles afferted, was, that Jefus
was the Chrift, the Son of God,
which they proved from the mira-
cles he wrought, and the prophe-
ctes of the Old Teftament, which

(as
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(as above mentioned) were fulfil-
led in his perfon®,

And, indeed, it 1s obvious to
the moft common reader of the
Old Teftament, that it was the in-
tention of the Almighty to raife
ap for men a glorious perfon, who
thould deliver them from fin and
death, and who 1s denominated
therein, ¢ the Meffiah, or Anoint-
‘“ ed One+.” But if we perufe that
facred volume with a due regard
to the importance of its contents,
we fhall find the time exprefily

% A&s, c.il. Ve 26, 1il. V. 18—25, Vil V. 37,
vill, Vi 384 X V. 43. Xill, Ve 23, 27, 33—37, 40.
Xvii. V. 2, 3, 11, XXVi V. 22, 23, 27. XxXviii,
V. 23,

4 Dan. c. ix. v, zg, 26, Plalm. c. ii. v, 2.

Ifa, ¢, xlv, v: 1,
named,
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named, when this glorious tefti-
mony of God’s regard for the
prefervation of mens fouls fhould
take place, viz. before the fceptre

departed from Judah*; a fhost
time before the deftruction of the
fecond Temple+, whieh had been
ereted about four hundred and
ninety years before, after Jerufa-
lem had been commanded by Ar-
taxerxes Longimanus to be rebuilt
by the Jews, who had been car-
ried into captivity on the taking of
Jerufalem, and the utter deftruc-
tion of the Temple of Solomon, and
the {poliation of all the facred uten-
fils ufed there by Nebuchadnezzar,

¥ Gen. c. xlix. v. 10,

+ Hag. ¢, il.vi 5—0q, ,
King
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King of Babylon*; that he fhould

be a fon of Abraham+, and born
at Bethlehem T of a Virging§; and
that he fhould be defcended from
the royal houfe of David| ; that
the Holy Spirit fhould be poured

® Dan, ¢, 1X. V. 2 §—27.

+ Gen. c. X1l v, 3.

i Matt. c. il vo 1—0. Luke, c. i, v. 4.

§ Ifa. covil. vo 14. Matt.c. 'iov, 18, 22,
23, Luke, ¢, 1. v, 35.

| Plalm, Ixxxix. v. 4. Ifa.c.iv.v. 2, c, i
v.10, Jerem. c.xxiit, v. 5. Ezekiel, c. xxxiv,
v. 24, Mich.c. v, v. 2. Matt.c. 1, v, 1, 20
C1X, Va27. CoXile Va23. CoXV, Vo 224 Co XX,
Y. 30, 31+ C. XXl V.0, 18, C. XXii, v. 42, &c;
Mark, c. X. V. 47. C. xile V. 36—37. Luke, ¢, 1.
V.27, 32, 69. c. 1. V. 4, 11. ¢, Xviil. V. 38, 3q.
C.XX. V. 44, John, ¢, Vi, v. 42.  Alts, c. xiii,
%34 € XV. v. 16, Rom. c. i, v. 1,3, 2 Tim,
il v. 8, Revelation, c. v. v, g, ¢, xxil, v, 16,

G eut
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out upon him*; that he fhould be-
gin to preach his do&rines in Ga-
Jilee}r; that through him the
monftrous worfhip of falfe gods
fhould be abolifhed, and. an im-
menfe multitude of Gentiles {hould
be brought from darknefs 1nto
light, from the. grofleft 1dolatry to
the worfhip of one true God;
that he thould lead a moft exem-
plary life of univerfal holinefs and

*. Ifa, co xlil. v, 1. . Ixa. v 1 Matt. C. il
v..16. Mark, . 1. v. g, 10 Luke, ¢, il v, 21,
g2, john, Cs.1.V. 33

§. Ifa, ¢ iv. v 1. Matte c. 1V, V. 124 13
Mark, c. i.v. 4. Luke,. c. 1v. v 14—10.

+ Ifa. ¢, il Vs 18,. 204 Cs X:(Xi. Vo 5. Co XIVI
v. 1. Zephaniah, ¢. 1. V. 4—b6. Zacharab,
C, X1, Ve 24

benevolence ;
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benevolence* ; that he thould per-
formy very many miracles benefi-
cial to man.kin.dl-ir ; that becaufe
he did not appear {plendidly clad,
and pomipoully attended by a nu-
merous retinue, he -fhould be res
viled, infulted, and difowned to
be the Mefhah: by the JewsT; and,
finally, that he fhould be perfe-
cuted by, and endure the greateft
indignities from them,. and exe-
cuted like the vileft criminal§. We

* Ifa, ¢ xhi, vo 1—4. ¢ liit, v. g, Pfalm.
slv. v, 7. | |

 Ifa. ¢ xxxv.v. ¢, 6. c. Ixi. v. 1. Matt. c,
¥ V. 5. Luke, c. iv. v. 18. and many other
paffages of a fimilar purport, difperfed thirough’
the Gofpels.

1 Ha.c. lit, ve 1—4.
- ¥ Has e lil vo y=—~9. Dar. c. ix; v, 26.

G 2 find
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find it alfo recorded in the prophe-
tical part of the Old Teftament,
that he fhould arife from the {fe-
pulchre, before his body could be
corrupted *; that he (hould afcend
into hcaven, and fit on the right
hand of God+; and that bis fpirit
thould be poured out moft mira-
culoufly upon his fervants ¥, which

we accordingly find he did, when
they were all affembled together

on the day of Pentecofty. And

what cannot but prove, beyond

the lealt fhadow of doubt, the

* Pfalm. xvi. v. g, 10, Ifa. c. xxvi v, 19
c. liit, v, 10—12.

% Plalm. xvi, v, 8. cx. v. Ie

1 Joel, c. . v, 28, 20,

§ Allsyc, 1t Ve 1—4,

truth
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truth and authenticity of thefe pro-
phecies, 1s, that they are extant
not oniy in the Hebrew language,
(in which they were originally
written) but alfo in almoft every
other language 1n the known
world, fo that every perfon of
what denomination {oever he may
be, has now an opportunity of
judging not enly of the truth of
thefe predictions refpecting the
coming of our Lord, and the
cvents connected. with him, but
alfo of thofe which have been
uttered concerning the fudden and
valt propagation of Chriftianity *,

* Matt. c. xiit. v, 33, &c., Luke, ¢, x, v. 18,
John, c. xii v. 32.
G 3 3ts
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its perpetual duration™, the rejec-
tion of it by the Jews+, and the
embracing of it by the Gentiles?;
the hatred of the Jews towards the
profeflors of Chriftianity§,
very fevere and barbarous perfecu-
tions they were to endure || ; and,
laftly, concerning the fiege and
atter deftrution of Jerufalem and
the Temple q, and the exquilite

* Matt. ¢, Xxviil, v. 19, 20. Luke, c. 1.v. 33,

§ Ifa, cevie v. 0. ¢ Ixv, vo 1—17%. Matt,
C. XXl. V. 33—41. Co XXil. V. 2—10. Luke, c.
XV. Ve 11, XCo

+ Pfalm it v. 8. xxil, v. 27, Ixxxvi.v. 8, g,
Ia. ¢. xi. v. 10—16. c. xlii. v. 1, 4, 6, 7. C.
xlv. v.22. Malachi, c. 1. v. 11. Matt, ¢, vili.
V. 11, C. Xil. V. 21, Cu XX1s V. 430

§ Matt. c. x. v, 17—22.

I} 1bid. to v. 39, &c. xxil. v, 34.

q Matt. xxiii. v, 37, 38. c.xx1v. v, 2, 16—
19, Luke, c. xiil, v. 34, 350 € XX1a V. 244

miferies
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miferies the Jews were to fuffer®
all which circumiftances it is liti~
poﬁible for men to 'forekn'ow bf
themfelves, and which have been
miraculouily confirmed and fta-
blithed 1n the event.

Thirdly, The miracles perforia-
ed after the apoftolic ages by the

* Matt, c. XXlils V. §4-—30. C. XXiV, V. 21,
See alfo Jofephus, who was himfelf an éye-
witnefs of thefe tranf{ations, and who has left
us a moft affeting account of the fiege and
deftru®ion of Jerufalem, and the miferies
the Jews endured during it, See Jofephus
de bello Judaico; efpecially the whole of the
6th book. See alio Dr. Jackfon’s Eternal Truth
of the Scriptares, book i. part 2. fe&. 3. ch.
6, 10—~13, who bas fully fhowh how minutely
the predittions concerning the Jews were fuls
flled in the flaughter and difperfion of that
nation, both during, and fhortly alter, the war
with the Romans,

G 4 profeffors
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vrofeffors of Chrftianity, afford

another proof of its truth and au-
thenticity. Thele confifted par-
ticularly in cafting out demons,
as Chrift him{elf had predicted #,
which feemed to prevail more at
that period than before, or fince,
in order that his divinity might be
eftablithed, and his triumph com-
plete throughout all nations.

This wonderful power, thus fig-
nally conterred by the Almighty
on the faithful followers of Chrift,
continued in the world for more
than two centuries after Chrift’s
glorious refurrection and afcen-
fion into heaven, as appears from
the teftimony of feveral ancient

* Marky c. xvi, v, 37, -
| athers,.
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fathers, and efpecially from Ter-
tullian®* and Minutius Felix -,
who dare any of their perfecutors
to bring them a perfon pofiefied
with a demon, whom they bind
them{elves {folemnly to expel from
fuch perfon, by only ufing the
name and authority of Jefus Chrift,
which none of them could do, nor
anj of their anceftors, as we are
informed by the author of the Aéts
of the Apoftles, who tells us, that
fome men pretending to exorcife
were beaten, and wounded, by a
demoniacf. The fame fathers

alfo flute 1t as a fact publicly

* Apolog. c. 22.
+ Min. Falicis Oftavius. c. 27.
} Adts, ¢, Xix. v. 15, 10

known,
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known, that all demoniacs, that
is, perions troubled with evil {pi-
rits, were terrified and confounded
at the appcarance of a Chriftian*,

To this may be added, that if
we believe that human affairs are
under the paternal care and direc-
tion of the Almighty, and efpeci-
ally thofe which relate to his ho-
nour and worthip, it is impoflible,
and utterly incompatible with that
goodnefs towards men which he
every where exercifes and difplays,
that he would fuffer {uch an 1m-
menfe multitude of perfons whofe
only end was to worfhip him in

piety and holinefs, to be led aftray

* Tertullian, & Minutius Fzlix ubi fupr.

by
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by untrue books. A«d, asamong
the many fe&s which have arifen
and diftradted Chriftianity, there
is {carcely one which does not em-
brace either the whole of the books
contained in the New Teftament,
or at leaft many of them, with a
very few exceptions, which, how-
ever, are of no great moment; it
is furely a great proof, a moft
pregnant teftimony, that thofe
books are worthy of being be-
lieved, that nothing can be op-
pofed to them, which can in any
degree fhake their authority and
veracity.

Some there are, it1s true, who
maintain that there are contained
i the Gofpel doltrines which

aIrc

3
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~are not only impoflible, but aifo
diffonant to, if not fubverfive of,
r.afon. The futility of this affer-
tion (which, however, deferves
not to be in any degree credited,
or, 1 had almoit faid, even to be
heard) is demonflrated, at firlk
fight, by the immenfe multitudes.
of men, eminently conf{picuous
for their wildom, Ilcarning, and
the acutenefs of their underftand-
ing, who have {ubmitted to the
authority of the New Teftament,
from the earlielt ages of Chrifti-
anity. We know that there 1s one
God, who 1s moft perfect, of
immenfe power, wifdom, and
goocnefs; that all things which
exilt were created by Him; that

his
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his paternal care extends to all
things, and efpecially to men; that
[He is able to reward after this
life thofe who cbey his will ; -that
we ought to reftrain our fenfual
defires and appetites, and abftain
from all evil; that all men, as
being defcended from one com-
mon parent, are related to one ano-
ther, and, confequently, that they
ought to love one another; all
this we are taught and informed in
numberlefs paflages both of the
Old and New Teftament. But
beyond this we neither know, nor
can affirm, any thing for certain by
the mere force or guidance of hu-
“man reafon: for who is there, of
what cot{ummate knowledge and

wildom



( 94 )

wifdom foever he may be, that
can encourage the prefumptuous
hope, thathe is able, from-his own
conjectures alone (unaidid, and
unaflifted by any divine commu-
nicat.ons}, to develope, or to un-
derftand the will of the Aluighty
from the nature of thofe things,
which He wills freely ?

[t has been: alfo objected, that
there is frequently an incongruity,
or difcordancy ot expreflions in
the Gofpel. But in oppofition to:
this affertion I would obferve, that
whoever will inveftigate and judge
this {fubje@ calmly and difpaflion-
ately, he will find, that inaddition
to the arguments which have been

adduced and urged for. the autho-
yity
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rity. and. authenticity of the New
Teftament, this may be {ubjoined;.
that in circumftances containing
in them{elves any 1mportant point
of dotrine, or of hiftory, there
is every where the fame concur-
rence, and congruity, whichis a
thing {eldom, if ever, to be met
with in any of the profane writers.
of the {ame {eft ; while, on the
contrary,. the writers. in.the New
Teftament inculcate every where
the {fame tenets, or articles of be-
lief, give the fame precepts, and
the- fame account of the birth, life,
miracles, {uffering, death, refur-
reGtion from the dead, and the
glorious afcenfion into heaven, of
Jefus Chrift ; the {ubftance is every

where
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where the fame, although, at the
{fame time, it muft be acknowledg-
ed, that there are {fome few cir-
cumitances, which are, however,
of no great importance, in which
they cannot be reconciled :  yet
this very circumftance ought to
acquit thole writers from every
{ufpicion of deceit, as, it has been
oenerally oblerved, falfe witnefles
refat€ every thing {o artfully and
compactly, that not, the leaft fpe-
cious difference can appear.

But if from every difcordancy,
or incongruity, how trifling, or ir-
reconcileable foever it may be,
whole books, which for above
{feventeen centuries have ftood the

fevereft teft of criticifm, and have
been
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heen recetved as facred, are to lofe
and forfeit all their authority and
authenticity, we ought not, then,
to give credit to any book, efpeci-
ally if it be hiftorical ; and in that
cafe all the moft eminent profane
hiftorians of antiquity, whofe
writings are by no means exempt
from thefe difagreements, muft
lofe. their whole authority with us,
and all our confidence in their ve-
racity, refpecting the facts they
narrate. How much more reafon-
able and juft is it that this circum-
ftance thould not deftroy the credit
of the writers in the New Tefla-
ment, who we fee, from their own
writings, were men of the ftricteft

piety and moft defirous of truth?
H There
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There are alfo many teftime-
nies, although, after what has
been already ftated, it may perhaps
appear unneceflary to infert them,
which confirm various parts of the
hiftorical books of the New Tefta-
ment. The cructfixion of Chrift,
for 1inftance, and the  miracles
wrought by him and his difciples,
are mentioned both by Hebrews
and  Pagans.  Mention 1s allo
made of Herod, Pilate, Feftus,
Feelix, Jobn the Baptift, Gama-
liel, and the deftruction of Jeru-
{falem, in the writings of Jofephus,
which were publifhed about forty
years after the death of Jefus
Chrli{’c, with whom agrees what

we find in the Talmudifts of thofe
times.
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times *,  The barbarous perfecu-
tion of the Chriftians by Nero,
has been recorded by Tacitus as
above mentionedf. There were
alfo formerly extant books written
by individuals, as by Phlegon,
and alfo public acts to which the
Chriftians often appealed , con-
taining ~ an: account of the ftar
which appeared in the Eaft at the
birth of Chrifty, as alfo of the
very remarkable eclipfe of the

* Vid. Grotius de veritate Religionis Chrifs
tianae, 1. 3. § 14. p. 165,
+ Annal, |, 15. c. 44.
+ ¢ Eum mundi cafum relatum in arcanis
* veftris habetis.”” Tertullian. Apoleg. ¢. 12T.
§ Vide Grotius de veritate,. &c. I, 3- § 14
p. 166, not, 2.
T 2 {fun,
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fun*, which happened at the time

our Saviour was lgnominioufly

crucified.

No farther objections, one
would think, can be urged againft
the New Teftament, unlefs per-
haps it be this, viz. that it has not
retained its priftine purity. It
muft be confefled (and it is the

common fate not only of this, but
alfo of all other ancient books),

* ¢ About the fourth year of the zoznd
¢ Olympiad, -happened the greateft eclipfe of
¢ the fun that had ever been known before:
s the fixth hour of the day was turped into
# darknefs, {o that the ftars appeared in hea-
“ yen, and a great earthquake in Bithynia
¢ gyerturned many houfes in the city of Ni-
¢ cza.” Trallianus Phlegon, in }, 13. Chronic.
five Olympiadum, cited by Eufebius in Chro-
nico, See alfo Origen adverfus celfum, 1, 2.

that
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that by the carelefsnefs of copy-
ifts, or a miftaken accuracy, very
many letters, {yllables, and even
words, have been altered, omitted,
or added : butit is abfurd, on.ac-
count of this diverfity of copies,
which cannot but happen in the
courfe of many centuries, to raife
controverfies refpecting a particus-
lar book or paffage, fince both cuf-
tom and reafon require, that ihould
be preferred which the moft nu-
merous and moft ancient copies
fhow. It isimpoflible for any one
to demonftrate that all the copies
of the New Teftament are vitiated
by mere cunning, or any other
means, and efpecially thofe parts
which contain any doctrine or

H 3 point
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point of hiftory: for both docu-

ments, and witnefles, of thofe
times are wanting to prove it ; and
if any thing has been urged more
forcibly againft the authenticity of
the New Teftament, by the moft
inveterate enemies of Chriftianity,
it ought to be confidered rather as
the effufion of their malevolence,
than as a teftimony. This, one
would think, would be a {ufficient
anfwer to thofe who object the
variations or alterations of the
{criptures, as a proof of their not
being authentic, efpecially as they
ought to make good their aflertions
againft thofe writings which have
been {o long, and fo widely, re-
ceived as facred. It has been al-

ready
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ready fhown that the books which
bear the names of the Apoftles]
contain nothing but facts, which
could not be controverted, and that
they were of their genuine writ-
ing : having premifed this, it ne-
ceflarily follows, that there cannot
be any other books attributed to
them; and confequently, that
thefe objections or aflertions are
unfounded. Nor 1s there any re-
markable part that has been falfi-
fied, or changed: for as fuch al-
teration could not but have fome
particular end in view, the part {o
altered muft vary confiderably f rom
the other parts which were not
altered ; a circumftance which is no
avhere to be met with.in the New

H 4 ‘ _Teﬁa-
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Teftament ; on the contrary, there
1s, as above mentioned, a wonderful
concordance, or unanimity, which
pervades the whole: and, as foon
as any of the Apoftles publifhed a
book, there 1s no reafon to doubt
but that the Chriftians would,
with a laudable zeal for preferving
and propagating the truth to poi-
terity,  take many copies of i,
which were again multiplied and
difperfed wherever the Chriftian
name was heard, efpecially through
‘Europe, Afia, and Egypt, in
which countries the Greek lan-
guage was cultivated, and {everal
of which original books of the
New Teftament were preferved to
the fecond century. But it 1s im-

poﬁﬂﬂc
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poffible that any book, of which

fo many copies had been taken,
which were preferved with the
greateft care, not only by the piety
of individuals, but allo by the
churches, thould be falfified. To
this may be added, that in the
ages immediately {ucceeding, thefe
books were tranflated into the
Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, and
Jatin languages, moft of which
verfions are extant at this day, and
vary in no point, or matter of im-
portance, from the Greek books.
We have, moreover, alfo extant,
the writings of many carly Chrif-
tian fathers, who were taught either
by the Apoftles them{elves, or by
their 1mmediate difciples, and

who
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who cite very many paffages from
the books of the New Teftament
in the {ame {enfe in which we now
read them, and in whole works,
as it has been more than once ob-
{ferved, if the New Teftament
were loft, it might be wholly re-
trieved : nor was there any one
of how great authority {oever he
might be in the church, to whom
it appeared neceflary to alter any
thing. After thefe times, there
were many other men of great
learning and difcernment, who, as
1 have already mentioned, after a
careful and critical invefligation ot
thefe books, received them as being
authentic, and as having continued
in their original purity.  And

here
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here what I have above hinted
refpecting the different fects of
Chriftians, will again apply, viz.
that all of them, or at leaft thofe
who acknowledge God to be the
creator of the world, and Chrift to
be the author of a new law, re-
ceive and ufe thefe books as we do
at this day.  Befides, had any one
of them attempted to interpolate
any part, the others would have
immediately detected their forge-
ries. ‘Nor as to what relates either
to {rle€t parts, or to the whole of
the New Teftament; can we (as
it has been already obferved) {up-
pofe it confiftent with the goodnefs |
and beneficence of that Almighty

God, ¢ who defires not the ceath
3 ¢ Of
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““ of a finner, but rather that he
‘ fhould repent;” that He would
permit {uch immenfe multitudes
of men, bent upon piety, and
{feeking fincerely their eternal fal-
vation, to be led away into that
error, which (notwithftanding all
their utmoft precaution) from their
infirmity they cannot wholly
avoid.

Such are the proofs of the necef-
fity and truth of the Chriftian re-
velation of which I have endea-
voured to exhibit a brief and com-
prehenfive view. The refult of the
~ whole is this::

That the Gofpels contained in
the New Teftament are true

deed ; that they prefent to us 2
full
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full and circumftantial acecount
of the birth*, life, dotrines, mi-
racles, ignominious death-t, and
glorious refurrection of Chrift
from the dead §, and his afcenfion
into heaven, where he fitteth on the
right haid of God§; that they,
as well as the other books which
conftitute the New Teftament,
may be depended upon as the ge-
nuine productions of the difciples
of Chrift, who, being not only
eye-witnefles of, but alfo, (if I

* Matt..c. 1. v. 20, 21.

+ Mark, ¢. xv. v, 25. Luke, ¢. xxiil. v. 33.
John, ¢, xix, v. 18.

+ Matt., c. xxviit. v. £, 6. Mark, c. xv1. v. 6.
Luke, ¢, xxiv. V. g0,

§ Mark, c. xvi. v 39. Luke, c, xxiv. v. §7.
Alts, c.1, v, g

may
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may ufe the expreflion) principai
performers 1n, the falts they re-
cord and atteft, could not but be
thoroughly acquainted with the
truth of them ; and who, had thofe
facts been untrue, would never
have gained that implicit and uni-
verfal belief which prevails by
far among the greateft part of man-
kind to this. day. It follows,
therefore, that the Golpel is really
true, and may be depended upon
(as alfo may the other books of the
New Teftament), as fthowing to
men the only way to falvation
through Chrift Jefus.

The duties enjoined to men by
the Gofpel are by no means diffi-
cult, and the fuperior purity and

- fanclity
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{fanctity of its precepts, not only
in things concerning the worfhip
of God, but alfo in thofe relative
to other matters, afford a mott
convincing proof of the excellence
of the Chriftian religion over every
other religion, pait, prefent, or to
pe devifed. This will appear in
a variety of 1inftances.

1. The Pagan facrifices, as we
are informed by very many. writers
both ancient and modern, were re-
plete with the moft fanguinary

cruclty and obfcenity*,  The
Jewith

* Porphyry de abftinentra. l. 2. § 27, 34—
26. Tacit. Annal. 1, 14.¢. 3. Cazfar de bello
Gallico. 1. 6. c. 21. Plutarch, in his Life of

Marcellus Oper. vol. 1. p. 229. Latantius
" Divin, Inftitut, 1. 1. ¢. 21, Acofta’s Hiftoria
Indica,
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jewith religion contained nothing
that was either forbidden or inde-
cent ; but left that nation, ever
prone to idolatry, fhould fall oft

Indica, 1. g.c. 19. Plutarch Quaftiones Ro-
mane. Queft. 3. L. Hift. L 22, c. g7,
1 Kings, c. xviil, v. 28. Lucan, Pharfal, 1. 1.
v. 50, 7. DPotter’s Antiquities of Greece, vol.
I P. 193, 331, 344—348—09, 407. Arnobius
adverfus Gentes. l. ¢. p. 169. Ed. 1661. Dio-
genes Laertius, l. 3. §. 39.  Strabo. 1. 8. p. 581,
11. p. 808« 12. p. 83%. 16.p. 1081, Ed. 1707.
Herodotus. 1. 1.¢. 199, Athenzus Deipno-
{foph. 1. 13. ¢. 6. Lucian. Oper. vol, i1. p. 658.
Ed, 1687. Valerius Maximus, 1. 2. ¢, 6. § 135.
Herodot. 1. 2. ¢, 46. Strabo. L. 17, p. 1134,
Eufel Proparat. Evangel. 1. 2. ¢, 6. Varro
apud Auguftin. de Civitate Dei. 1. 5. ¢. 21. Phin,
Hiftoria. Naturalis. I, 18.¢. 1. Cicero n Ora-
tione pro Fonteio : befides which, there aremany
other authorities which might be adduced, to
recite whofe namcs would be tedious; and per-

haps unneceffary. .
[O1I
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{rom the worihip of the one true
God, it was burthened with a
multitude of ceremonies, which
contain 1n  themfelves neither
good nor evil; fuch are, for in-
aance, the {acrificing of cattle,
circumcifion, and fev cml other ce-
remonies, which are of no mo-
ment.  But the Chriftian religion
teaches us to worthip God with a
pure mind*, and thofe works,
whichin their own nature.are moft
decent, although without the
law+. Thus, 1t does not require

e circumcifion of our flefh, but
of our appetites and defires ¥ ;

" Tolin, ¢y 1v, v, 2 4.
¥ Rom.c. xit, v. 5. Philc.iv. v 8,
L Rom, ¢, 1, v. 28, 29, Phil, ¢ i, v. 3.
X that
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that we fhould not abftain from
all work, but only fuch as is un-
{cemly * ; that we thould not con-
fecrate to God the blood, or the
fat of animals, but that, if it be
neceflary, we thould offer our own
blood, as a teftimony of the truth-y;
and that, whatever portion of our
ooods we beftow on tne poor, we
fhould confider it as given to
Godl; that we fhould not abitain
from certain kinds of food, or diet,
but that we fhould ufe both with
that moderation which agreeé with

* 1Cor. ¢, v. v, 8,
+ 1 Cor.c, X,v, 16 Heb. c, x1l.v. 4. =
Pet. c. it v. 21,
I Matt.c. vi. v. 4o Luke, c. x11, v, 33, 2
Cor.c.ix. v. 7. Heb,ciitova 6,
Ouf
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our health *, But the chief arfi-
cle of religion is every where in
the ¥

Ne iocd as
confifting of a pious confidenced;

CcW TG{IEI 33laeh dC 1CTE
{"

-

by whmh, peing led to a faitnful

ohedience toxwrd Godi, we rely

01 Him aloned, and trull in his

})1‘011"11:55”; whenee arifes IIOPC gﬂs
and a true fove of God, and our

* Luke, ¢ xuL ve 240 Rem. coxiinov, 13,
Ephefoc, vov, 18, Gal. co vovezro 1 Tim,
Coveve 3. 1 Pellcoive V.3

+ Vid. John, ¢,z v, 28,

+ Luke, c. xu v. 28, Johin, c. xiil. v. 17.
Rom.c.t.v. ¢, 2 Cor. ¢ vilo v, xix. 1 Per.
S LV, 12,

y Matt.e. xxt.vo 21, 2 Thinnc, i v, 12,

| Rom. c.iv. v. 20, 2 Cor. c. 5. v. 10 Gl

il v 2g, |
| Gﬂ Rom, ¢, vii v. 24, ¢, Xv, v. 4. Heb. c.

".l ‘ll FFRY

1z nel gh-
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neighbour* ; which caufes us to
obey his precepts, not fervilely,
through the impulfe of a fear of
punithment{, but that we may
pleafe Him}, and bave in Him
not only a Fathery, but alfo one
who will reward us according to
our deferts . We are, moreover,
commanded to pray €, not indeed
tor wealth, honour, or other things,
which, hew much {oever they may
be coveted, are of no profit or ad-
vantage to very many; but that
we may aveld all temptation, and

* Gal. c.v. v, 6. 1 Theflal. c. 111, v. 6.
+ Rom. c,vii, v, 15,

T Hcb. co xit. v, 28.

¢ Rom. c. v v, 135,

I Colof. ¢.1it.v.24. 2 Theffal, c, 1 v. 6.
€ Matt. ¢ vi.v, 10,

lead
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lead'a lite of holinefs and purity, in
order that we may attain that blefi-
ed immortality, which Chrift hath
promifed to all who faithfully
and truly believe in Him, and ful-
fil all his commandments.

2. Tne duties required of us
with regard to our neighbour are
nearly fimilar to thefe, While
ether religions breathe nought but
wars, 1ntolerance, bloodfhed, and
revenge, and, in fhort, every cala-
mity that can fcourge mankind,
the laws of Chrift expreflly pro-
hibit us, how greatly foever we
may have been injured, ¢ to fet
¢ ourlelves againft the injurious
“ perfon*,” in order to retaliate

* Matt,c. v. v. 38,
13 on
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orr him that injury which we have:
received. He alfo exprefily com-
mands us to. do good, notonly to
the virtuous and good, but allo to
the wicked ; and ‘¢ to love our
“ enemics, to blefs them that
“« curfe us, and to.pray for them
‘¢ that infult us and perfecute us,
‘“ that we may approve ourlelves
““ to be the children of our hea-
““ venly Father, who caufeth his
“ {un to arife on the evil and the
““ good, and thowereth down rain
““ on the jult and the unjult®

3. Whtle almoit all the ancient
Heathen nations indulzed them-
felves in the molt inamf,sfs HNMO-

* Matt. ¢, v, v.41—3.

rality
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rality and adultery, the Chriftians
were {and are) expreflly, reftricted
to one wife*; and whofoever
gazf:th_ ‘¢ on a woman to luft zifter
““ her, hath already,” as our di-
vine Saviour hath announced to
us, *‘ committed adultery with
““ her in his heart$.”

4. Other laws forbid perjurys;
but the law of Chrift commands
us not only to abftain from all
fwearing§,, but alfo to condudt
ourfelves with {fuch a ftrict regard
to veracity, as to render it utterly
unneceffary to require an oath of

1 lr‘
'Ll El :} .

# 1 Cor.c.vil. V. 2.
+ Matt. ¢, v, v, 28. :

: | i H
1 Matrn C. 1’! V. 33"""'37! james’ Cr Vl-Vn 12;

§ Matt, ubi, {upr,
I 4 5. Nor
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. Nor is there, indeed, any
thing: excellent to be met with in
the philofophical writings of the
ancients, or in the fublime {en-
tences of the Hebrew Prophets,
which is not to be found in the
New Teftament, and fanctioned
by divine authority. Such are,
for inftance, thofe fine precepts
concerning  modefty *,  temper-
ance ++, goodnefs T, purity of mo-
rzls§, prudencell; the duties of

¥ 1 Pet,c. m.v. 3.

4+ Tit. coitve 12, 1 Tim. ¢, 11, v, o,

¥+ 2 Cor.c. vi,v. 6. Galat, ¢, v.v. 22, Co-
Jofl. c.iit.v. 12. 1 Cor. c.xil v. 4.

§ Phil.coiv.ve 8. 1 Thim. ¢ 1o v, 2. ¢4 1l
v. 4. Tit.c i ve 7.

} Matt. ¢, x, v. 16, Ephefic, i.v, 8.

rulers.
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rulers and fubje@s*, of parents:
and children, of mafters and ferv-
antst, of hufbands and wives§;
and efpecially thofe divine precepts
concerning the avoiding of vice, and
particularly the luft of honours
and glory . But the laft, and
greateft, which is equally admira-
ble for its {ublimity, and its {olid

* 1 Tim. c. it vo 2. 1Pet. e divvl 13, 15,

+ Coloff, c. iit. v. 20, 21, Ephef, c, vi. v.
1—4.
t Ephefl. c. vi, v. g—10. Colofl, c, iii. v.
22—2.¢, ,

§ Ephel. ¢, v.v. 2225, 28, 33. Colofl,
¢ iti. v. 18, 19. 1 Tim.c. 1t v, 12,

| Matt. ¢, xviil. V. 4. ¢, XXii. V. 12, Luke,
C. X1V, V. 2. C.XVil. V. 14, John, c.v. v. 44,
Ephef. c.iv. v. 2, Colofl. c. ii. v. 18. c. iii, v.
23, 1 John, c. il v. 16, Phil. c ii. v, 3.
r Thefl.coaiiv, 60 1 Pet, colov, 24, covow g,

brevity,
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brevily, is, that we fhould love
God and our neighbours as our-
{elves* s that 1s, in other words,
“ to do unto all men as we would
““ they thould do unto us+-.”
Finally, if we look into the
ancient Heathen writers, we fhall
find that feveral of the philofo-
phers, poets, and pricits, taught
that the {ouils of the virtuous and
plOdS (after they had been purified
{rom the {fains thf:y had contradt-
ed during ]itc) enjoycd the plea-
furcs of Elyfium for a certain li-
mited {pace, and then returned to

* Matt. ¢, xxil. v. 47—39» Luke, ¢, x. v. 27,
Rom. ¢, xiii. v g—11. Galats ¢ v. v, 14,
James, c. i1, v. 8.

+ Matt, ¢, vil. v, 12, Luke, ¢, vio v, 31,

life
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life iy other bodies. The abfuicii
of tnis doctrine 1s obvious to, ai:
muft ftrike, the moft common ob-
ferver. How contrary 1s it to that
blefled immortality, which is every
where inculcated in, and which we
are taught to expect from, the Gof-
pels, and the other parts of the
New Teftament, when ¢¢ this cor-
¢ ruptible muit put on 1ncorrup-
““ tion, and this mortal put on im-
““ mortality # |

If we fearch the writings of the
ancients, we {hall ind many max-
ims and precepts correfponding
with thofc above enumerated ; but
in no one inftance fhall we meet

* 1 Cor ¢4 XV, ¥4 535 |
with
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with any that are enforced and in-
culcated with that pious and de-
vout ferioufnefs, and that {olicitude
for the prefervation of mens fouls,
which univerfally pervades the
New T ftament,

Much has been urged in favour

of reafon, as being of itfelf fuffi-
clent to diret men. We have
{cen the deplorablc‘ﬁate of grofs
idolatry into which the moft po-
lifhed and moft enlightened na-
tions were plunged at the time our
Saviour came into-the world to re-
deern mankind from f{in and
death; yet they enjoyed in its ful-
left extent, what is ufually deno-
minated the light of reafon, The
Pagan nations, of the prefent age,

are
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are alfo, as we are informed by our
lateft navigators, enveloped in the
grofleft 1ignorance and idolatry;
yet they, {00, pofﬁ:fs the fame fa-
culty. Thefe circumftances alone
are {ufficient to thow the ineffica-
cy, and 1nability, of mere human
reafon, unaffifted by any divine
revelation to dire¢t men to the wor-
fhip of the one true God. Our
own experience tells us, that we,
whofe ideas are more enlarged,
who poflels far greater advantages
than any of thofe nations, in that
we have the Gofpel to guide and
diret our weak, uncertain, reafon;
our.own experience tells us, I fay,
that we are ftill extremely prone to
evil, and cannot, with the {tricteft

gua rd
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ouard over our paflions, avoid it.
How careful, and how circum-
{pe& ought we then to be, not only
1 all-our actions, but 1n all our
thoughts, left we at any time add
to the multitude of {ins already
recorded againft us! We have the
bool of eternal life in our hands,
the way is before us, and it is our
fault alone if we do not follow it:
for, as our divine Saviour has him-
{elf moft juftly remarked, much
will be expetted from him who
poficfles much, This reflection
cannot be too frequently, and too
{erioufly imprefled and inculcated
in our minds, efpecially, as from
the uncertainty and inftability of

human affairs, we know not when
2 the
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the hour will come, ‘¢ in which
¢ the heavens fhall pals away
<« with a great noife; and the ele-
‘“ ments, being fet on fire, {hall be
«« diffolved, and the earth, and its
¢ works, burned up#*;” when we
{hall be {ummoned to give an ac-
count of ourfelves, and of our ac-
tions before the jud‘gment-»feat of
our bleffed Redeemer and Media-
tor, Jefus Chrift: “to whom

¢ be glory for ever and ever.

« Ament.”

% o Pet, €, 1il. V. 10.
'i' Gﬂl- C| il V. SI

THE END.

Printed by S. Gosxyeni,
Little Queen Streee, tlolbora,
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