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PREFACE

S the Worflip-of the one true God in the
A pureft and ingft acceptable manncr is a primary
Article of natural Religion or Deifin ; (o it has beeir.
the Study of [erious aud religious Men'in all Nations
and Ages [where a Revelation was not made] to
kinow and teach this inoft important Duty.

Whilft natural Religion or the Belief of the Ex~
iftence of the one God and of a future State of Re-
wards aind Pupiflinents, ond the [piritual Wor-
fhip of bim clene as ¢ woral Gevernor of the World,
contined not coiripted with Superfiition and Idafﬁf?j',
Men bad reafon to think that their Faith and WWor-
Jhip, attended with Virtue and Holinefs of Life,
wonld be accepted by the good and gracious God and
Fatber of ally ond that Repentance and Converfion
from evil W orks wonld render Sinners Objefs of
Fargz‘z:eﬁ:ef.r, and reflare them to the diving Favour.

But when natural Religion became corrupted
with Idolatry, and Men forfook the Worfhip of
tée true and fupreme God, and wa::/l*?p d Creg-
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tures-aiid falfe Gods, and even Images of theu in-
fiead of the Creator, in Confequence of this impious
Superftition wot only Ignorance of the true God,
and of the rational and [piritual Worfhip of bui
alone, but all manner of Vice and Immorality pre-
vatled in almoft all Nations: and this Superfition
being the eflablifhed Religion, the wifeft Men found
it apolfible to reform by mere Reafon what bad

been long receiv’d and [ettled by buman Authority
and Laws, '

Reafon indeed, in itfelf, was [ufficient to bave
Shewn the Abfurdity cnd Impiety of all the various
Syfrems of Idolatry which were repugnant to Rea-
fein, aud to the satural Notions of the Deity ;
ond therefore Men were inexcufable in heir neg-
leff of the Worfhip of the true God, and in of-
jertrg Prayers and Sacrifices to thofe who were no
Gods, but either fictitions celeftial Beings, or deify'd
Men aid IWomen, whole lmages were confecrated
ane made Obells of Adoration. And as thefe
corld wot wacke the Worfhippers of thein good and
bappy either in thisor in another State, there plainly
wantd a purer and mwore boly Syftem of Religion
lo be taught and propagated in order to reform
tpe Errors and Vices of Mankindy and to afford
ivein Means of Reconciliation to the juftly offended
Deity.  Twe Priefts and Philofophers bad nothing
to offer to their Difciples and Votaries for this
End out Sacrifices, awnd many Thenrgical Rites and
Operations to purge the Soul and redeems it from
oin and Mifery : and as they bad wo confifient

Scoeme,
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Scheme, and d{ﬁr’d [rom each cther in their ve-
ligions Rites ond Dolivines, and therr Praflice
and Examples were gener @Z{y contrary to what
they tausht, which made then bave liitle dnfluence
and /fmban{y, the moft wife and religious En-
quirers into all the Syfteins of Philofophy and Theo-
logy found all were ineffefinal to avert the divine
Anger for Sin, and to reflore Men to the divine
Favour, and procure for thein future and beavenly
Happinefs.

They faw that nothing but a right Faith in
God, and a purer Worfhip of bim than was knovwn
or prallis'd, could be acceptadle to biniy and that
@ mare infallible Teacher of Truth and Virtue than
bad ever appear'd amougft Men muft come to
abalifle Superfiition and Impiety, and reform Man-
kindy, by grving them a perfest Rule of Religion
aird Moralsy and by this effefually to vender their
Weorfhip and Pratrice acceptable to God, and fecure

toeir future Happinefs and Salvation.

On thefe Accounts two of the greateft moval
-Philofophcrs that ever iv’d where Revelation was
wot kiown, and who, both by their Dofirine and
Exainple, greatly pr oioted true Religion and Virtue
in the Ages when they nv'd, viz. Confucius and
Socrates, finding, after all their Study and Teach-
ing, that Irreligion and Vice generally prevailed s
and that nothing to be done by buman Means was
effestual fuor the Recovery of Mankind from Sin

and Mifery, were lzd to hope and belicve that
- A 3 Ged
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Gad Z:-.J;;zﬁ* woxld  fend from Heaven a divine
Peifoir and Teacker of Truth and Virtue, to in-
foriiz thei af the vight and moft acceplable Man-
mer of the I oifhip of Hiiiy and 1o give thein the
inoft holy end perfeli Rule of Lifes and that bis
Dsfirine and Precepts woild be vecei’d, and inake
all b1s Followsers good and Lappy.

Of fuch a Perfon Notices (by Degrees ) were

given by God in ell Ages of the Worldy and fuch
rr cue 1 bis eppointe Trine was fent ﬁm Hea-
ver o pubitfn bis Will conceriing the Redenmption
cid Salveiton of Mankind, and to be the In-
[firaicint of it. He came as an infallible Teachcy
«ith a divine Commiffion to refiere Religion. to its
viiginal Puiily, to declare the moft acceptable Ioi-
fhip of thz one Ged, and to promife an tmmortal
Stoie af Heppinefs bath of Soul end Body io all,
cobo thie® Faith in bis Name, and Obedience to the
Dodirine of bis Gofpel, feek to attair it

Cirift, the boly one of God, is the only Propiti-
2iion aud Atmeent Jor Stin, which the unenlight-
2e6 Pagan Horld wn vain fought after by Sacri-

jices md Prayeis offered to their fiffitions D.ginon-
Medigicrs. -

Ard as the Gojpel of Truth and Salvation pub-
lihed by Chrift bas beei prov’d fo be froim God by
ioe I L:(’mzfe of Prophecies which foretold the dz-

wie Author of ity and by the Miracles which were
swrought by Fefus bm.ﬁ% and by his Apofiles and

Dif-
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Difciples y and bas been receiv’d in all Ages fluce
the Publication of it as of indubitable and divine
Authority : and as 1t contains the pureft. Principles
of natural Religion not wis’d with any Superfiition
and [which is the chief Excellence of it) has the
Promile of God’s Faveur and Acceptance annexed
to the Reception of that Holy Fuaith, and the Per-
formnance of the morgl Duties taught and prefcrib’d
by it 5 it cannot but be the Duty of every Deiff, [e-
rionfly and without prejudice, to examine the Evie
dence on which this Gofpel is founded, as well as
to praflife the great and iinportant Duties which
they are [enfible and own are contained in it
namely, to love God, and to worflip bim with pu-
rity and fincerity of Heart and Affelions, ami to
exercife an winiverfal Benevolence to all Muankind,
with all other moral and [ocial Virtues which are
the Dictates of Reafon and nntural Religion,

Hence it is evident that no one can be a real or @ -
Sincere Deift who neglefls or refufes impartially to
confider the Evidence of the Chriftian Religion where
it is known and profe(s’d; and be flands condemned
even by natural Religion itfelf. It is in vain to
plead that nothing more is or can be vequir'd to be
accepted of God but to believe in his Exiftence and
Providence, and te worflup bim alone with the
Heart and Affeftions : and under the Expeiiation of
¢ Life and Fudgment to come to lead godly, righteous
and fober Lives, The Perfeltion of this Faith and
of thefe Virtues was never taught but in the Chriftian
Religion only, [from whence the Deifts have receiv-
ed them) and by that Teacher whofe Name they re-

A 4 Jufé
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fufz te corfefs, and to be bis Difciples. Therefors
b9’ they do, or fhould proceed fo far in true Religion
and Virtue, they bave not doite all that is and will be
requir'd of heiry they ave flill excluded from the
Kingdom of Ged : they lie under the Imperfeition,
the Doubts and Dificulties of natural Religion, and
live not only without the divine Promife of being
rewwarded and made bappy in the future State,
which their imperfefl tho beft Services can give
thein o Alfurouce of 5 but what is far worfe (and
defeirves to make Tinpreffion on them) they are fubjefs
to the Condemnnation of the Gofpel pronounc’d againft
ail wilful Unbelicvers of it.  For the Promife of eter-
nal Life and Salvation is wmade only to thofe whe
bove the Knowledge of the- only true God, and of
Fefus Chrift whom be fent (to be the Savionr of the
#Werld) John ch. xvil. ver. 3. seither is theve Sal-
wation in any oiber: for there is no other Name un-
der Heaven given unto Men whereby they muft be
fav'd, but only the Name of eur Lord Fefus Chrift,
Als ch. iv. ver. 12.  Aud Chrift bimfelf bas from
God pronounced Damnation upon all who believe
wiof bis Woird declar’d by biiny after [ufficiens Evi-
dence of its Truth, and means offer’d for their Con-
oiftion. /And every Deift muft confefs that a wil-
ful Rejellion of what God bas thought fit to re-
weal and require of Men to belicve and prafiife, ven-
ders them unworthy of bis Favour, and [ubjecls then:
to final Condemnatioi: and Puniflinent.

The Deifts cannot clledge with Reafon- that- na-
tural Religion is fo perfei? as to fuperfede the ne-
ity or ufe of a arvine Revelation. For bow

per-
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perfet foever it may be allow'd to be in itfelf, yet
they muft own it bas been grofly abus’d and corrupted
by Superfition and Idolatry which prevail’d every
where amongft the Gentiles when the Chriftian Re-
ligion was firft preached to the World : nor was the
YFewifl Revelation free from immoral and fuperfiizi-
ous Corruptions alfo : and they know and muft con-

fefs that this Religion of Fefus gave the firft Check
to, and by Degrees abolif’d Idolatry in a great
Part of the Roman Eupire, and wherever it was
receiy’d.  Now will the Deifts fay it was unworthy
of Gad or of his Providence to fend Teachers with
a divine Commiffion to convert Men from Idolatry
and Impiety to the Knowledge and Worfhip of the
true God s and to refiore the Religion of Nature
and Reafon to its oviginal Purity 2 Had Chriftianity
done nothing more, it was of infinite Benefit 1o Man-
kind, and they muft allow that it is worthy of all
Acceptation in divefling natural Religion of all Su-
perstition, and teaching the Belief and Worfhip of
the omly true God with fanfiity of Life and Man-
ners, and a future State of Rewards and Punifh-
ments as the Semtence of the righteous Fudge of
the World. Ewvery rational Deift would be thank-
ful for fuch a Difpenfation, though be receiv’d no
other Benefit from it.  And it is certainly owing to
the Christian Revelation and Doffrine that natural
Religion is better underSiood y and the Deists them-
felves are bebolden 1o the Scriptures for their Know-
ledge of the right and pure Principles and Doltrines
of natural Religion, which without them they pro-
bably would not bave bad. Otherwife, bow comes

it that the ancient pagan Philofophers bad not ﬁ?
- right
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_right Notions as they bave, of the Unity of God
and bis Werflip almme in a [piritval Mriner 2
Would they have kuown Religion betier than Py-
thagoras, Socrates, Plato, and others, who were
Warfhippers of falfe Gods 5 or been better infirusied
i the Principles and Doéirines of Deifin with-
out airy nmixinre of Supeiflition end Idolatry, bad
they liv’d under the State of Pagamfin, and not
been acqueinied with “the ChriStion Revelation 2
So that the Christian Religion ought at leaft to bave
their good 1V ord if they will iot be Difuiples of the
Author of it.  But this is not all.

The Christian Revelation bas greatly improv'd
natuiel Religion and buman Reafon, by teaching
Dotirines which were wanting to perfefd them,
and which yet are sioft agreeable to Reafon, though
fot difcoverable with Gertainty by it

Thongh a future State was difcoverable by Reafon,
vet iz Pagan Notion of it was weak and inperfeft,
aid for from bemg either vational or true: It was
snvolved i Darkunefs and Error Il Life and Im-
mortality was brought to light by the Gofpel
of Chrift. It was of the gieateff Confequence and
fissortance to be affur’d of a future smmortal State
of Happinefs both of Body and Soul: But the soff
exalied buman Reafon was never able to difsover
or proze fuch a State.  Many of the wifeft Deifts
Feliev’d the future State of Happinefs to be tempo-
rary cid changeable s and agreed that it -confisted
sn tp2 Felicity of an unbodied Spirit, of which
their Netions from natural Reafon muf}t be imper-

fedl,
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feft. But as Reafon tells us that the Knowledge
and the Happinefs of the Soul iu the prefent State
depends upon the Purity and Perfeltion of the bodily
Organs by which the Seul perceives, reflefts, and
aéls y [0 °tis reafonable to believe that the Perfeition
of the Knowleage and Happinefs of the Soul bere-
after will confifi in & flate of Immortality of the
Body as well as Soul, when the Body fhall vife from
Death, and be changed to a glorious Body, and be
freed from all Principles of Corruption and Decay,
and be again united to the bappy Souly, and be ex-
alted with it to beavenly Felicity, |

The Refurreftion of the Body to an incorrupti-
ble State is a Doltrine peculiorly taught in the
Christian Revelation, and is fo reafonable in itfelf,
fo worthy of God to promulge, and fo defirable to
be known and veceiv'd by all vational Men, that
if it be not a fure internal Charafler of the Di-
vinity of the Chriftian Religion, yet when reveal’d
cannot but be by Reafon bighly approv’d, and e¢in-
 brac’d with fredfaft Faith. .

Secondly, The moft improv’d Deifm was never
able to [atisfy or affure Men of the divine Favour
and Acceptance npon Repentance only, without fome
Expiation for Sin. Some Purgation or Atonement
was thought neceflary to releafe the Soul from Sin

and Mifery, and to fit it for the Happinefs of the
future State: And as all Theurgic Expiations and

Sacrifices were thought infufficient and ineffeftual,
the wifeft Deists believed that the Soul after Deathh -

muft undergo o purgatory State, by divine Appoint-
ncitty to qualify it for beavenly Bhs. .
This
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This uncomfortable Apprebenfion and Fear is
clear’d up and remov’d by the~Chriftian Revelation,
in which we bave the Promife of God, deliver’d
by bim who is appointed to be the Mediator between
God and Men, of a future State of Happinefs upon
the Condition of Faith and Repentance, attended
with good Works. '

Is not this @ Dofirine, though not difcoverable
by Reafon, perfeftly agreeable to Reafon? Is it not
agrecable to the Notion and Attributes of the moft
perfeltly good and benevolent Being 2 And will any
real Deift fay, that this is not a Dofirine of great
Lisportaice in Religiony or that it is ufelefs or infig-
rificant, and unworthy of God to be reveal’d to fin-
ful Meir? Was not this Affurence of God’s Al-
ceptance upon Repentance end Reformation of Life
always wanted, and always moft defivable wndey
#atural Religion ¢

" Therefore, to bave ¢ Law from God to which wé
eain appeal for Pardon and Acceptance when we

bave obey'd and fulfild the Commandinents of if,
is the wvery Perfetiion of Religion, -

If the Deift alledges that be fhould be heartily
theukful to God for fuch a Difpenfation of Good-
7ofs and Mevey was be fure that God bhad revealed
ity but that be finds the Work of Man’s Redemp-
#on, as fet forth in the Scripiures, is fo Myfterions
es to furpafs bis Underftanding and Belief.

© T anfwer, firlt, 1hat there are far greater Myf-
teries in natural Religion and the Difpenfations of
f - divine
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divine. Providence than any to be found in ithe
Chrifian Revelation 5 and. yet the Deifp does not

think it reafonable for thefe to deny the Fuftice and

#ifdom and Goodn efs of God fo confpicuons through-
out the whole Creation, and to dishelieve bis mo-

ral Govermment of the World : But be fubmits the

Reafons of the divine Proceedings to bis infallible
and inferutable Knowledge. o

Secondly, It is natural for Religion, which is
relative to God and bis vational Creatures, to be

smyflerious, as confisting in the divine Conduf? to-
wards us in all Times and CircumSiances which we

camot polfibly be judges of 3 and in our Obedience
to the divine Will and Laws, though in wmany

Cafes we may not fee the Reafon of bis Dealings
with us, or the Ends of bis Providencey but yet
we are fatisfied that kis Ways are right, though
paft our finding out s fo under the Chriftian Dif-
penfation, tho’ the manner of our Redeinption and
the Ground of it in the unfearchable Counfel of God,
and in the Perfon, Miffion, and Aétions of bim whom
God bas appointed to be our Redeemer and Medi-
ator, and Reconciler of us to the divine Favour,
be wery mySterious, yet the MyStery itfelf is o Mat-
ter of our Faith or Condition of eur Salvation, as
a0t being revealed to us.

We know, and it is our Happinefs to know, that
God is merciful and placabley that be always con-
fidered the Imperfeition and Weaknels of human
Naturey, and as it was confistent with bis own Per-
fettions to remit Sim upon the Repentance and Con-

verfion of the Sinnery and alfe to reffore bim to bis

z
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loff Fevonr, and to a State of Happinefs, this
Pardon and free Grace, the Deift muff own, was
wholly in God’s Power, and to be dijpenfed on the
Conditions he fhould think fit to require. Sinful
Man bad no Right to them, nor conld Reafon or
unatural Religion difcover to bim any means of ob~
taining them. But the Scriptures affure: us that
o Redeinption is founded by God’'s Appointment
and free Grace in the Death and Refurrection of
Chrift. The Humiliation and Death of Chrift pro-
cur'd it for us from God, who has thereupon pus
us in (ubjeliion to bim, and appointed bim to be
our Lord and Fudge.  So we are bis redeemed ones,
and <ill certainly be [av’d by that Power which
God has given bim, if we believe and truft in bim,
which be bas a right to requive of us, and which
God bas vequired of us. Where is the Difficulty
of believing fuck a Scheme of Redempiion 2 Where
is the Difficelty of believing that God wight [end
frois Heaven an boly Perfon beloved by bim, dnd
called bis Son when be became Man and revealed
to Men the Conditions of their Redemption and
Salvation? Would not [uch an one, appointed
by God to publifl the Covenant of Grace and Re-
miffioir of Sty and fealing the Truth of it with
bis Blood, be properly our Seviour and Redeemer ?
Aid onght not bis Tefimony from God be received
by us <with the moft fiedfofi Faith, and perfes?
Love and Obedience 2 And what is it to us to
know wmere than that we bave fuch a Redeemer,
thowgh we do not and cannot know what were the
Merits of Chrift with God, or his peculiar Love
towards Men in all paft Ages from the Foundation
of the World tg bis appearing in our Flefh, z‘bcg‘
naaGe
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sade it fit that -be alone fhosid be the Minifter of
our Reconciliation to Gody. and proclaim the Cove-
nant of our Redemption? Are we warthy 1o-kuowy
all the Secrets.of divine Providence 2 or is God to
be accountable.to us for the Method by which be
Javes s 2 He bas offured s that we are redeemed
by the Blood of bis Son Chrift Fefus, and requires
our Faith in bim on this Account : is not this fuf-
ficient 2 And is 1t not Prefummption in us to require
2o know move than be has thought Jit 1o reveal to

us, and more than is at all neceflary to know to 0b-
tain the promisd Redemption ?

Our part therefore is to be thankful to God for
fo unfpeskable a Benefit, to believe in bis Word, and
in the Name of bim whom be fent to reveal it :
To banour the great Author of our Redemption with
all the Honour to which God hath exalted him and
made bim our Lovd and Fudge : To praife bis Love
aiid Kindnefls and Compaffion towards us with the
mof ardent and fincere Affefiony and to depend
wpon God’s Word to fulfil all that he bath promis’d
by bimy to obey thofe boly Commandments which be
bath given usy and by Faith in bim our Savieur
and in God who fent bim, and by Repentance and
Reformation to qualify ourfelves for Forgivenefs of
all thofe Sins from whkich be came to redeem s,

I have in the following Treatife or Addrefs [et
forth in a fhort and plain manner the Evidence of

the Trath of the Chriflian Religion decsiced ﬁf‘a;':
Prophecies and Miracles wbhich are the firange

fe
ond moff immediate Proofs of it: dnd I bave
more efpegially and fully laid cpen the Scripture-Evi-

dence
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dence of ChrifY’s Refurrection from the dead, which
is the moft neceffary and important Ariicle of the
Chriftian Faith , and is alone fufficient, when proved,
to convince and convert all unbelizvers, and to effablifh

the whele Faith ard Doflrine of the Gofpel-Difpen-
fation.

AN



ADDRESS

DEISTS, &c.

GENTLEME N

IH AVE long and often wonder’d that the

Chriftion Religion, which contains, and re-

commends'and enforces pure uncorrupted
Deifin, and the moft perfet natural Religion,
fhould be rejeted or contemn’d, or fhould not
be readily embrac’d by all who are Worthip-
pers of God and Lovers of Truth, and acknow-
ledge the Obligation of natural Virtue and Mo-
rality.

';‘Yhe Reafons why this Religion was a fum-
bling Block to the Fewws, and accounted Foolifhnefs
by the Greeks or Gentiles, can have no Weight
with you, or be with any Colour urg’d againft
it by you, who are neither Fews nor Idolaters;
becaufe thefe Reafons had no other Foundation

than the private or national Prejudices which
B cach
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each had entertain’d 1n Favour of their own Re-
ligion.

The Fews who liv’d in the Time of Chriff and
his Apoitles, and were Enemies and Perfecutors
both of him and his Followers, were the only
Perfons to have difcover’d the Fraud and Im-
pofture of the Refurreftion of Fefus, on which
the Chriftien Religion is principally founded, if
there veally had been any in 1t: Asalfo of the
many Miracles which the Apoftles of Chriff
wrouzht in his Name, and in the moft public
Nianser, as a Teltimony of the Truth of it, if
ar,y Cheat or Delufion had been put upon them,
Put they never went about to confute the Evi-
dence of the Miracles either of Chriff or his
Apoftics: On the contrary, the Evidence of
ChrifPs Miracles was fo clear and fo publickly
atteited, that the Priefts and Council of the
Fews were forc’d to confefs the Truth of them,
Their gatherd the chief Piigfts and the Pharifees g
Cencil, and faid, IV pat dowe? for this Man doth
ciiy Mifracles, Fsbn x1. 47. ‘Though yet . their
naticnal Prejudices againft his Perfon and Do-
-&rine were fo great, that, inftead of acknowledg-
ing him to be the Mefias, whom they expected
to appear es a temporal Prince, they took counfel
icgciber o pat b to Death, ver, §3. They had
the {ame Confcioulnefs, and Conviftion of the
Trath of the Miracles which the Apoftles
wrought in Teftimony of Chriff’s Refurre&tion
from the Dead, AfFs i, wver. 6———16. ch. -1v.
10, 14, 15, 16, &, Andfor this Reafon they

ever went about to difprove either the Evi-
dence of their Miracles or their Teftimony of

Chriff’s
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ChrifF's Refurreétion; but only forbad the A-
poitles preaching in the Name of Fefus. Tho’ -
ftill their national Prejudices in the Expeétation
of a temporal Meffics who was to have univer-
fal Dominion, founded on a Mifunderftanding
of their own Prophets, hinder’d the general Re-

ception of - the Apoltles Doétrine, that Fefus,

whofe Refurrection they preach’d, was the true
Meflias.

This was the great Obftacle and ftumbling -
Block to the Fews againft their believing Fefus

to be the Chriff. But as it can be none to Deifls
who have none of their Prejudices; fo on the
other hand 1t may let them fee that the greateft
Enemies of the Chriffian Faith, who had alio
the beft Opportunities of knowing and examin-
ing the Evidence of it, and the Truth of the
Fatts on which it was founded, were not able to
fay any thing againt it ; nay were forc’d by the
public Arteftation of their own Peoplé to con-
fefs. the Truth of thofe Miracles which the A-
poitles wrought in Confirmation of it. Nor did
they ever after charge the Apoftles with Fraud
or Falfhood in the Accounts which they have left
in their Writngs. This is Matter of great Im-
portance in behalf of the Chriffiar Religion,
- which the Deiils, I hope, as Men of Senfe and
~ Lovers of Truth, will well confider, and fuffer

it to have its proper Weight and Influence upon

them.

. As to the Gentiles, they had lefs to urge
againft the Truth of Chbriffianity. Their Ido-

latry had no Foundation in Nature or Reafon:

it was all a grofs and diabolical Superftition, at--

B2 tended
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tended with abominable Impieties and Immora-
lites; but having been long recerv’d and efta-
bhfh’d by human Laws, it was thought incon-
filtent wich the political Intereft of Kingdoms to
encourage 2 Religion which was immediately de-
ftructive of the whole Syftem of Pagani{m.

The Philofophers had nothing to fay againft
the Doétrine of the Apoftles, but only that it
was a new and flrange Dofirine. ‘They pretend-
ed that their preaching Fefus and the Refurreétion
from the Dead, was fetting up a new and unheard
of Superftition, @ fetting forth of firange Gods,
Afts xvil. 18.

Thefe were the Reafonings of minute Philofo-
phers. 'The Epicureans indeed who oppos’d the
Apoftle’s Doftrine, were, by Principle, A-
theifts ; but the Stsics, who join’d with them in
the Oppofition, could have no reafonable Ob-
jetion againft a Refurreftion and general Re-
novation of the World, becaufe it was a part of
their own Doétrine. They therefore only thought
the RefurreCion of one who was lately dead,
was a ftrange Doctrine, becaufe they never knew
any {fuch Thing to have happen’d; and they -
thought 1t not worth while to attend to the Evi-
dence of it. And the Philofophers in general
were Encouragers of the vulgar Superftition
(although they themfelves knew better) from
political Views and Interefts; to procure the
Favour of Princes, and to keep up a Charalter
among{t the People: They lov’d the Prafe of
Men more than the Truthof God 4 and fo com-
ply’d with the recelv’d Superflition which they
contemn’d in their Hearts,

Thefe
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. 'Thefe Things, and the Pride of being Tea-
chers of a fublimer Divinity, as they pretended,
than that of the Gofpel, and which was found-
ed only in vain metaphyfical Speculations, which
neither themfelves nor the People underftood,
hinder’d the Converfion of the Philofophers, and
thofe who were accounted the wile Men of the
World; not many of whom, as St. Panl fays,
receiv’d the plain unadorn’d Truth of the Gof-
pel. Some of them alfo wrote againft it, and
not being able to gainfay the Miracles of Chrift
and his Apoftles, recorded in the Scriptures,
they afcrib’d the doing of them to the Power
of Magic: And pretended alfo, that the like
Miracles had been wrought in Confirmation of
Idolatry, or the Worfhip of their Demons and
Heroes; but could pever prove it in any Inftance
they had to produce.

The Want ot Philofophy, and all human
Learning in the Apoftles of Chriff, fecur'd
them from any reafonable Sufpicion of ufing
magical Arts, So that whatever extraordinary
Effects were or could be wrought by natural
Magic, or the Power of natural Caufes, they
were utterly incapable of them: And whatever
were or could be done by the invifible Power of
demoniacal Agents, could not be fuppofed to be
wrought to promote a Religion which deftroy’d
the Worthip of Demons and falfe Gods.

The Philofopher Celfus, all whofe Writings
are almoft tranfcrib’d in Origen, never objeéts to
the Gofpels as not being genuine, but all along
admits them to be fo: Nor does he deny that
7efus and his Apoftles wrought the Miracles re-

B 3 cordedt
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corded in them, which mention their curing thofe
who were blind, laime, and Demnoniacs, &c. but
he {fufpects that thefe Miracles were the Effeéts
of magical Arts; and {fuppoles that the Refur-
retion of Chrift was feign’d, and his Appear-
ance a mere Speftre.  He allo alledges that the
fame Kind of Miracles were wrought by the
Demons whom the Heathens worfhipp’d ; and
that their Oracles foretold future Events, as
well and as clearly as the Fewi/i Prophets. All
the reft of his Arcuments are nothing but mere
Calumny, founded either on mifreprelenting the
Words and Senfe of the Scriptures, and often
1n a very trifling manner ; or elie on Objeétions
rais’d from the impious and abfurd Tenets of
fome Heretics who call’d themielves Chriftians,
but were never own’d for {uch by the Chriftian
Church. | -

The Works of the learned Porphyry againit
Chriftianity are loft; fo we cannot tell what
were his Objections. Only we know from Fe-
rome that he was fo affcfted with the Comple-
tion of Danzc!’s Prophecies, that he had nothing
to alledge, but that the Author could not be
Deniel, but fome other under his Name, who
wrote 1n the Reign of " Autiochus Epiphanes
for which he did not pretend to offer any Evi-
dence. . ,

The Objeltions of the learned Emperor Fulian
are allo preferv’d in Cyr#, Archbithop of Alex-
anaria, who wrote an Anfwer to them. And
we find, that he acknowledg’d the Authors of
the New Teftament to be the Apoftles and Evan-

gelifts to whom they are afcribed,  He did not
~ deny
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deny the Miracles, but attributed them, as Cel-
fus had done, to magical Arts; and pretended
the Prophecies to be amblguctus, and that they
might be apply’d to other Perfons as well as to
Fefus. And both his and Celfus’s Gbjettions to
fome of the Doétrines of Scripture, are chiefly
made to the Law of Mofes, and to particular
Opinions afcrib’d both to Fews and Chriftians,
which are not taught either in the Law or the
Gofpel: And all the reft 1s mere Fi&ion, Mil-
reprerentatlon, and Calumny, as you will and
1f you examine what etther the Emperor or Cel-
Jus wrote againft reveal’d Religion.

Thefe were all the Arguments which the
learned Greeks or Gentiles had to offer againft
Chriftianity, as Eufebius tells vs, who had read all
their Works. They were no more able than
the Fews were, to difprove the Faéts on which
the Revelation of the Gofpel was founded.
The Hiftory of them i1s fix d on unqueftionable
Evidence; and you, Gentlemen, corne much too
late, to call that 1n Queftion which 1s fupported
by the concurrent Teftimony of the moft credi-
ble Writers in al} Ages, from the Beginning of
it to this Day; which was never deny’d by the

greateflt, moft able, and moft zealous Oppo-
" lers of 1t; and has been owi’d by many of them;
and which carries along with it not only all the
external Evidence that any Hiftory ever had or
can have ; but has alfo (as will appear) an inte:-
nal Evidence pecuhar to Revelation, and which
1s really infallible.

What is it then that a Deiflt can now plead
acainft the Dolinne of the Gofpel? Is it, that

b4 they
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they think Chriffiansty to be too ftrict in its Mo-
rels 2 That be far from you, who are, 1 hope,
what you profefs yourfelves to be, Lovers of
Virtue, and of pure and undehled Rehﬂ'lon

Nothing then remains as a Ground or Plea
for your not only denying the Truth of Chri-
Jtanity, but alfo (I {peak of {ome only, and
hope there are few fuch amongft you) for con-
temning, infulting, and reviling the Chriftian
Faith and Dottrines ; nothing, 1 fay, remains
as a Plea for this Condu& but the Pretence of
many unreafonable and fuperﬁltmus Doctrines,
abfurd and contradictory Opinions, and wicked
and irreliglous Impieties and Practices being fa-
ther’d upon it; and infifted on and 1mpos’d as
Chrijtian Truths by thofe who call themfelves
Chriftians, tho’ they are unworthy of that holy
Name; this 15 intimated 1n the gth and 10th
Pages of your Moral Ph:lofopher.

But furely, Gentlemen, it i1s below the Cha-
racter of a Philofopher, or a Man of Senfe, to
make ufe of an Argument which holds equally
againft natural as aganft reves’d Religion,
Monftrous Abfurditics, and the moft irreligious
Doétrines and Forms of Worfhip, have been
long introduc’d into, and do {tll prevail 1n the
Cb;*{/fzmz Chnrch.  But then you muft know,
that as great Abfurdities and irreligious Super-
flitions have been introduc’d into Deifm, and
prevail’d many Ages, and ftill prevail agalni’c
the Light of natural Religion; only I with I
could not fay that many who are called Chriftians
have been, and are as great or greater Perfecu-
tors of Chriftians than ever Pagans were,

) But
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~ But as the Corruptions of natural Religion, or

Deifm, are no Objection againft the Truth of
it, which is demonitrable by Reafon, or are
any Argument for a Deift to be a Sceptic or A-
theift: So, for the fame Reafon, the Corruptinns
of Chriftianity or reveal’d Religion, are and
ought to be no real Objection againft the Truth
of 1t, which is {upported by the moft credible
human Teftimony, as well as by divine Authori-
ty; or are any Argument why a Deift who is
not far from the Kingdom of Heaven, {hould not
go a little farther, and, by becoming a Chriffian,
gnter into it.

The Scriptures only are the Rule of all re-
veal’d Truth; and whofoever, Man or Body
of Men, depart from this Rule; or fet up any
human Dorines as a Rule of Fuith and Wor-
fhip to Chriftians; or by any pretended Autho-
rity impofe them as fuch on the Coniciences of
others; all fuch have erred from the true Faith

of Chriftians, and are even worfe than Infi-
dels.

Therefore I would hope, that neither the Bi-
ootry of {ome mifled, and mifleading otheiz by
falfe and abfurd Notions concerning the Chri-
ftian Fairh and Worfhip, as if they were Do-
Crines of Chriff or his Apoftles; nor the more
wicked perfecuting Principles of others, and
their Attempts to impole the worft Superfti-
tions, and greateft Impieties, for neceffary Ar-
ticles of reveal’d Religion; that is, that neither
the Errors of Papifts or Proteffants will have
any Effect on thofe who are Lovers of Truth
and truc Religion ; or hinder their Receptior%

of
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of the pure and uncorrupt Principles and Do-
ctrines of the Gofpel, which difclaims all human
Authority, and all Traditions and Command-
ments of Men 1n Matters of Faith and Worthip.
Hear what Chriff, the only Teacher of Chri-
ftians, {aid to his Difcipless Be not ye called Rab-
f, for one is-your Mafter, even Chrift, and all ye
cie Biethren, And call w0 Man your Father (o
infallible Guide of your Faith, which is to be
a Pope or Papa) uponn Earth, for one is your Fa-
ther <oho is in Heaven, Matt. xxiil. 8, 9. And
the great Apoitle St. Pgu/ diclaims all Do-
minion over the Faith of Chriftiensy Not,
{ays he, that we bave Domirion over your Faith.

2 Cor. 1. 24. |
The Goipel teaches tine moft rational No-
tions of the Unsiy of God and his Worthip alone
free from all Superfiition, which is the peculiar
Excellency of revealed Religion, and what no
other Syftem * of Religion that we know of

CVEr

* The ancient Religion of Chira was indecd free from
orofs Idolatry, or the Worfhip of Images and dead Men;
but it was not alogether free from Superftition in the
Worlhip of Demons or celeftial Beings, who were fup-

pos’d, by God’s Appointment, to be Prefidents and Rulers
in the feveral Parts of the Creation, in the Stars and
Planets, and in the Kingdoms of the. Earth. Thefe {pi-
ritual Beinos were commanded to be worfhipp’d with Pray-
ers and with Sacrifices of an inferior Xind, which were
offer’d "to them by the Mandarins and chief Officers of
State: But the moft folemn Sacrifices, in which none but
the Emperor officiated as High-Prieft, were offer'd to the
fupreme Spintof Heaven, or God alene. Confucius re-
form’d this Religion when it was begun to be corrupied ;
=nd was indeed a more excellent Man than Pyibagoras,
or even Secrafes ; and by far the beflt moral Philofopher that

CVEr
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ever taught belides, It teaches alfo every moral
and focial Virtue in the ereateft Perfetion ;
and inculcates all thofe Pr1nc1ples and relative
Duties which are the Ornaments of human Na-
ture, and promote univerfal Holinefs and Righ-
teoufnefs of Life, and the higheft and mott d1-
vine Benevolence to all our T ellow-Creatures
and agreeably to the Angelic Hymn with which
the Birth of Chrift was proclaimed, bring Glory
to the moft high God, Peace on Earth, and Good-
will to Meny; Luke 1. 14. And as the Chri-
Jian Rehrrmn teaches and commands, by a Di-
vine Authori ity, every Viriue which natural Rea-
fon approves and obligeth us to practife ; and
alfo forbids and condemns every Vice and Vicious
Defire, or Appetite, that 15 contrary to the
Dictates of a rational Nature, and to the Wil
of God known by the Light of Reafon and Con-
fcience s fo 1t excites us to the Performance of
every Duty by the moft rational Motives alfo,
and fuch as the wifeft and beft Philofophers al-

ways propos’d ; that is, to aét in Imitation of
the Divine Example, and with a View to ap-

prove ourielves to the moft perfeét Being, and

ever appear’d in the Gentile World ; but he comply’d
with the Superftition of his Country, and werlh:pp’d the
inferior celeftial Spirits with Sacrifices and Prayers accord-
ing to the eitublifhed Order of the Book Xi-Kim, which
coniaited the Rites and Ceremonies of the Religton of
China.  But Aisfes and Danie/, tho’ they deliver’d in their
Writings the Notion of the Admlmﬁratmn of Angcls over
Kirgdoms, as Minifters of divine Providence, they did
not pay any religious Worfhip to them. Ths Moral Phi-

lo[op:wr may tzke this in Anfiwer to what he alledges,
pﬂg ! 3.

to
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to promote that final Happinefs of our Natures
which confifts in the Communication of his
Love and Favour to us, and 1n our eternal Pro-
orefs in the Knowledge of his Perfeftions, and
Improvements in thofe Virtues by which we are
formed more and more nto the Likenefs of the
Divine Nature.

Thefe are the Principles and Doétrines of the
Chriffian Religion; and I beg all Deifts feriouf-
ly to confider and reflect whether fuch a Reli-
gion 1s or ought to be the Subject of Contempt
or Ridicule, or to be treated with Scorn and Ill
Manners. On the contrary, is it not worthy of
all Acceptation? Worthy of the Heart and Af-
fections of every raticnal human Creature to be
entirely devoted to the Service of it, and to the
Obedience of all its Laws? Nay, is it not wor-
thy that we fhould facrifice every Intereft and
even Life itlelf to the Truth of 1t? And there-
fore, 1s not every Oppofition to it & fighting a-
gainft God 2

I proceed to a particular Examination of what
your Moral Phiofopher hath advanced againtt
the Refurrection of Fefus Chrift, '

All he has to fay 1s comprized in two Points ¢
Firft, That the Scripture-Evidence of the Re-
{furre¢tion 1s not fufficient Evidence, and that
it ought to be fet afide as being inconfiftent and
contradittory. Secondly, That it being an Evi-
dence brought to confirm the greateft Miracle
that ever was, 1t 1s {elf-convitive and deftroys
1ts own Poffibility of being true; becaufe, he
thinks, every Miracle 1s an Impofiibility 1n the
Natyre of Things, is deftruétive of the Rules

of
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of all Truth and Certainty, and inconfifient with
the Attributes of God.

'But tho’ your Author treats firft of the Scrip-
ture Fvidence of Chriff's Refurrettion, yet 1t
- will be proper for me to confider firft what he
fays of the Abfurdity and Impofiibility of Mi-
racles in general, which I take to be the princi-
pal Ground of his Infidelity. And indeed if
Miracles are in themielves Impoffibilities, then
he has prov’d, a priori, or from the Nature of the
thing, the Falfhood of the Refurrection of Fefus;
and no Evidence, a pofteriori, or from Fact can
prove 1t to be true, and 1t would be invain to
talk about 1t.

I thall therefore propofe what your Philofo-
pher fays of Miracles in the middle and lattcr

Part of his Book, and reply to it; and then 1
will thew the Confiftency of the Scripture-Evi-
dence of the Faét of Chrif's Refurreétion, with
a Confutation of what he urges againft it.

P. 52. your Philofopher fays; ¢ He that
“ can alter Nature can deftroy a// Rules of Truth
““ and Certainty.” He adds: ¢ Well! but has
“ the Gentleman [ meaning the Author of T%e
““ Trial of the Witnefles] by all that he has faid,
« prov’d the Reality of Chriff’s Body after his
¢ Refurrettion 7 No, that’s impoffible, unlefs
““ he could thew that there was nothing mira-

culous in the greateft Miracle that ever was;
and every real Miracle 1s an Abfurdity to
common Senfe and Underftanding, and cos-
“ trary to the Ativibutes of God.”

In p. 75. he has thefe Words:  Senfe and
“ Reafon inform us, that it is zmpofible for a

¢ dead

13°
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« dead Body to live again: To believe it pofii-
“ ble contraditts this Maxim, that Nature is
< ffeady and uniform in its Operations. For one
¢ Miracle or Action done contrary to her Laws,
¢ contradiéts all her fteady uniform Springs and
¢« Movements, and all that Mankind call Tru15
“ gnd Reafor.” _

In p. 77. he fays: ¢ Natural Powers are fit
“ toanfwer all the Ends of Virtue and Religion;
‘ therefore fupernatural Powers are needlefs.”
Again, p. 78. * A Power (fays this Author)
“ to work Miracles, 15 a Power fuperior to the
 univerfal Laws by which the Syftems of
¢ Things are govern’d. This 1s the. Power of
““ Imagination only, and conirary to the Attri-
“ butes of God, efpecially to his Unchangeabl-
“ nefs.—=As the Will of God cannot change,
‘“ neither can the Execution of his Power which
“ 15 directed by his Will.”  Again, in . 70.
“ If (fays he) God has in Creation difplay’d
°“ his Aztributes, then all Thiags, at leaft col-
“ lectively taken, and rightly underftood, wit-
‘¢ nefs the Perfection of his Nature. And if fo,
““ God need not, or cannot exhibit any {uperior
““ Power and Proof of his Perfection than what
“ is commonly known and conftamly manifeft.
““ —If Miracles were ever neceflary they muft
““ be always neceffary.”

P. 82. he fays: « The Wonders which are
¢ faid to be wrought in one Age can never con-
¢« yvince a fober Thinker in the next, unlefs
¢ there be {fuch lafing Monuments of them,
“ and they are fo clearly and fully evidenc’d,

¢ that
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¢ that they appear  to be true againft all Con-
¢ tradiftion.”

" This is the Subftance of what your Philofo-
pher fays about Miracles, to fhew the Impofii-
bility and natural Unfitnefs of them. To which
I anfwer; that this Author, I fuppofe, is not
aware, that what he hath faid againft Miracles
1s not pleading the Caufe of Deifi but of Atheifm.
He 1s the firft I know of, either amongit An-
cients or Moderns, who p:ofeITed to bcl eve a
God and Providence, that ever {aid 1t was incon-
{itent with the divine Attributes, and the Rules
of Truth and Certainty, that God fhould work
Miracles. ‘Thinking and Religious Men 1n all
Ages have acknowledged the Interpofition of di-

vine Power, in producing extraordinary Effects
which we mll Miracles, to be a Part of univer-

{al Providence: And to alter the Courfe of Na-
ture 1s very confiftent with all the Rules both of
natural and moral T72¢h and Certainty. To fup-
pofe that God cannot alter the fettled Laws of
Nature which he himfelf form’d, 1s a direct and
evident Contradition; for if he cannot alter
them, it muft be becaufe they are eflentially ne-
ceﬂ'ary and independent of hum; and then he
did not form them, or is the Author of N ature,

which is Atheifn. - But if he is the Author of Na-
ture, he can alter and vary the Rules of it when
and as he pleafes. This is a demonftrative Proof
of the Poflibility of Miracles 4 priori : And the
Hiftory of Mankind proves the Reality of them
a pofteriori. It 1t was 1nconfiftent with the At-
tributes of God to alter Nature, this World
could not have been at all, or muft have

been
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been eterhal. But the Conftitution of it thews,
as well as the Hiftory of the Age and Progrefs
of our Earth™that a great Change has been
made 1n the Matter or Subflance of it, from its
original State; and that it has been but of a few.
Years Continuance 1n 1ts prefent State, in Com-
parifon of Eternity: Or if our Author will ven-
ture to affert the Eternity of it, yet {till it muft
have undergone many, I might fay, infinite
Alterations by the Interpofition of divine Power
to preferve 1t. This is demonitrable from the
known Laws by which both our Earth and the
whole Syftem is govern’d.

Therefore as a Variety of divine Operations
in the Works of Creation and Providence, de-
monftrates the Wifdom and Power of a fupreme
Agent, who is the original Author of them; fo
the Perfeffion of his Works confifts not in mak-
ing them wnchengeable, but in rendering them
capable of being chang’d by his Power and Will
from one Degree of Perfetion to another, and
to {uit the different Ends and States for which
he defign’d them in different Ages and Dura-
tions. Nor 1s this at all inconfiftent with the
Unchangeablenefs of God; for thefe Altera-
tions in his Creation for various Ends are the .
Effetts of God’s original and immutable Coun-
{fe] and Will. Surely this Author never con-
fider’d, or well confider’d, that the providential .
Government of God 1s that of a mworal Gover-
nor over free Agents: To deny thisis direét

and evident Atheiim, which I would not fuipect
fum of.

There-
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Therefore, as it is a moral Governmerit over
free Agents, in whofe Power confequently it
muft be put to difturb the natural Syftem, and
bring many Evils into it, by Superftition,- Ty-
ranny, Oppreflion, Perfecution, Fraud, e it
cannot but be fit for God as a moral Gover-
nor to interpofe his Power to remedy moral
Confufion brought into his World by whatever
Agents, and to remove, as he fhall {fee proper,
the natural Evils caus’d thereby ; by delivering
or fupporting the injur’d virtuous, and perfe-
cuted Innocence by other than natural means or
the ordinary Courfe of Things; and correéting
or punifhing the impious and unjuft by imme-
diate or extraordinary Effe@s of his Power.
If the whole Hiftory of Mankind did not declare
this Truth, and that it was the Sentiment and
Belief of Men 1n all Ages, 1t might be prov’d
farther from the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God:
And this Author’s Reafoning, by neceffary Con-
{fequence, infers either an abfolute Fatality and
neceffarily fix’d Courfe of things, without a
Deity operating und prefiding in the World ; or
that there are no fuch Ageris as Man in 1r; but
that the whole of our Being'1s mere pzffive Mat-
ter and Motion; either of which Notions ends
in Atheim. |

Your Moral Philofopher perhaps little thinks
that what he calls the Courfe of Nature is really
the immediate inceffant Cperation or Agency of
God himfelf in the whole Creatior ; and that
what 1s called Miracle 1s as much a Part of God’s
providential Government, and as much a Part
of the Courfe of Nature as any other. All the

C Dif-
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Difierence is, that the ordindry Powers.of Na-
ture are vifible and manifeft in their Effefls to
all, at all Times and in all Places; but extraor-
dinary or miraculous Powers are exerted only to
manifeft at fome particular Times God’s Will to
Men by Effefts fuperior to human Agency or
common natural Caufes; in order to punifh or
corre&t thofe Errors and Impieties of Men which
have difordered and perverted the Courfe of
Nature and the moral Laws of Truth and Re-
higion.

God interpofes by his miraculous Power in
the whole Creation as he fees fit, and a Refur-
retion of dead human Bod:ies 1s no more con-
rrary to the Nature of Things than .the Refur-
rection of dead Corn: And as there 15 no Unfit-
nefs in God’s Appointment of a general Refur-
reCtion any more than in his appeomnting 2 future
State different from the prefent, both which will
be the Work of his Powery {fo if he raifes a
dead human Body before the ordinary appointed
Time, for an Evidence of his Providence to
thofe who may deny it, or think, like the Epicu-
reans, that he 1s not concerned in the Affairs of
the World, or for a Teftimony to true Rel-
oion againft an eftablifhed and prevailing Super-
ftition and Idolatry: Is not fuch a Miracle fit
for the wife and good God to work for the Good
of Men his Creatures ? Let any Deiff thew, if
he can, how this 1s contrarv to the Laws of
Nature or Reafon of Things, or inconfiftent
with the divine Attributes, - :

It is not clear what this Author means by
faying, in Page 77. ¢ that natural Powers are

{3 ht
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<« ft to anfwer all the Ends of Virtue and Re-
< ligion, therefore fupernatural Powers are need-
¢ lﬁfS'.’? |

The End of Virtue and Religion is to illu-
firate the Perfeétions of God in the Happinefs
of all his rational Creatures. The natural Pow-
ers with which we are endued are, no Doubt,
{fufficient to aniwer this End, becaufe God made
Man upright. But as Men in all Ages have
abufed and corrupted their natural Powers and
made them fublervient to Vice and Irreligion,
inftead of promoting Virtue and Religion,
thefe have brought {uch a Difeafe and Diforder
into the moral State of Man, that his natural
Powers are too weak and ineffettual to reftore

him to his original Uprightnefs, or to anfwer
the Ends of Virtue and Religion: And the Aid
of a fupernatural Power and the Doérine and
Precepts of a divine Teacher were neceffary to
be applied to heal thofe {piritual Maladies and
Infirmities, ta reform the Corruptions of Na-
ture, and to reftore the Knowledge and nght
Worthip of God anid the Pratice of true Reli-
gion, on which the Happinefs of Mankind de-
pends. |

Therefore God was plealed, when natural
Powers faied, to afford fupernatural Means to

abolifh Vice and Error, and to eftabhith Truth
and Righteoufnefs in the Earth. This was the
Defign and End of all Revelations ; and whe-
ther fupernatural Powers difplayed in fuch a
Revelation were needlefs or unworthy of God, 1t
becomes all Deifts ferioufly to confider. It 1s
certain that the wile Deilt Socrates in Platd’s Al-

C 2 cibiades,
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cibiadeés, thought that Philofophy alone was not
fufficient to teach with Certainty how we ought
to worfhip God, and behave ourfelves towards
Man; and that it was reafonable to expet fome
better and more divine Teacher in Matters of
Religion. And the learned Porphyry * confefies
that he was not able to find in any Se¢t of Phi-
lofophy an univerfa] Method of Redemption or
Deliverance of the Soul from Sin and Mifery.

But again ; Miracles no more alter Nature or
deftroy the Laws of it, than the Power and Will
of human Agents do. The Cure of a blnd, or
a laine, Or @ deaf, or a dumb Man, or one any
other way difealed, by a #erd or Touch only,
1s no more contrary to the Courle of Nature or
inconfiftent with 1t, than the Cure of thefe Dif-
caies by human Means 1s.” Nature 1s only re-
{tored in one cafe by extraordinary divine Pow-
er, as in the other by human Art. The rectify-
ing or altering the natural Courfe of Things by
an 1mmediate divine or {upernatural Power, is
only a different Exercile of the {ame divine Pow-
er, by which the Courfe of Nature is fuftained
and preferved, and cannot therefore bring any -
Contufion into or deftroy the Laws of Nature ;
becaulc thefe Laws are not a neceflary Chain of
Caules and Eftefts, or have a neceflary Depen-
dance on each other, but are only {uch as God

* Dicit Porphyrius in primo, juxta finem, de regreflu ani-
mz libro, nondum receptam unam quandam fetam qua
univerfalem viam animz contincat liberand® ; vel a phi-
lofophiz veriffima aliqua——aut alia qualibet via, nondum-
que 1a fuzm notiiam eandem viam hiftoriali cognitione
periatam.  Apud Auguf. Civ, Dei, lib, 10, ¢, 32,

in
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in his governing Providence hath appointed ;
and as they are all dependent on his #ill, his
Interpofition cannot be contrary to them, or
makes any Alteration in the general Syftem
(though he might alter the Laws of the whole
Univerfe, if he faw 1t good. to do {o) but only
in particular Parts, in which he interpofeth by
his Power, the general Courfe of Things. {till
coing on in a regular and uniform Manner.
This is the Cafe of Miracles; and all this Au-
thor’s reafoning againft the Poflibility of them
1s not only weak and unphilofophical, but in
confequence fuppoles a Fatality and neceffary
Connexion of Caufes and Eftets independent of
God’s Power and Will to be the Laws of Na-
ture, which is manifeft Abfurdity and Atheifm
How comes he elfe to 1ay, That be that can alter
Natyre, can defiroy all Rules of Truth and Cer-
tainty 3 for Truth does' not depend upon the
Will of God? And again ; That Senfe and Rea-
fon inform wus, that it is impoffible for a dead
Body to live again, (p. v5.) Reafon on the con-
trary will eafily, if attended to, inform us,
that the raifing of a dead Body 1s as pofidle,
as the giving Life to one in the natural Way is;
and there is no more a fuperior Power exerted
i one Cafe than in the other; it 1s the fame
divine Power which gave Life and preferves it,
that reftores the dead Body to Life again: Senfe
alfo is equally a Judge of the Evidence of
both.

Cur Senfes are every whit as good a Judge
that a Body which was dead 1s reftored to Life,
as they can be that a Body which was alive is

C 3 dead,
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dead, or that any Body or material Being exiftt
at all. This 15 perfectly agreeable to all Phslo-
fophy, to Reafon and common Senfe: And . it
is amazing to me that any Man of Thought
fhould argue otherwife. Pray confidef it ; 15
not every one as good a Judge and as {ure of not
being deceived in his Senfes, if he faw a Jame
Man welk, or heard a dumb Man [peak, by an-
other’s fpeaking 2 Word, as if he faw him walk
or heard him fpeak by any other or human
Means? Miracles then no way interfere with the
Evidence of Senfe, and are as much and a$
properly Objedts of our Senfes, as any natural
Effeéts are. If | fee a b/ind Man, whom I know
to be perfetly blind, or to have been always {o,
reftored to Sight by a #erd or a Touch, which
I know are not natural Means of giving or re-
ftoring Sight, I am as good a Judge of the Cure
(though 1t be miraculous) as I am of the Dif-
eaie; and there is not in Nature any Reafon to
difbelieve the one more than the ather, and {o
in all other miraculous Effelts.

And there is Nothing can expofe a Man’s Un-
derftanding more, than to argue either that Mi-
racles deftroy the Laws of Nature and the Foun-
dation of all Truth and Certainty, and are allo
inconfiftent with the divine Attributesy or to {ay
that Miracles, which are the proper Object of
the Senfes, may not be as well attefted, and with

as much Certainty as any other Facts whatfo-
ever.

If human Art can alter the Courfe of Na-

ture without deftroying the Laws of Truth or
.Nature, furely we muft admit that the Power

g Qf
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of God can do fo in 2 Way fuperior to human
Agency. And to fay, as your Philofopher
does, that it 1s unfit and abfurd, and contrary
to the divine Attributes for God to interpolfe
in the Courfe of Nature by an Exertion of
Power different from that by which the ordinary
Courfe of it is carried on; the vifible Effe&ts of

which Interpofition, whether his own, or of °

any other Agent by his Permiffion or Com-
mand, are what we call Miracles; this 1s as

much as to fay that 1t 1s unfit that God fhould
govern his own World any other Way than
according to this Author’s weak Reafoning:
And that all our natural Notions of his extra-
ordinary Providence, and the manifold Evi-
derices of it in all Ages of the World have no
Foundation.

Whatever this Author may think, a great
Part of Natural Religion as well as of Revealed,
depends on the Belief not only of the Pgflibility,
but of the Reality of extraordinary Interpo-
firions of God’s providential Power in the Af-
fairs of Mankind, though we do not always
call thefe Interpofitions Afiracks, but only
when the Effeéts of them are manifeft to our

Senfes. This Belief 1s the Foundation both of
public and private Prayer, whether for public

or private Benefits, which 1s an Addrefs to God
as Governor of all Things, that he will difpofe
either the Minds of Men, or the natural Courfe
of Things, o as he fhall {ee beft for us, whe-
ther in removing or preventing Evils which are
coming upon us, or which we already fuffer ;
or in giving a Blefling to our Works and Ens

C 4 dea-
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deavours for promoting true Religion, or main-
taimn ]uﬁice and Right. in the World; or
alfo 101' procuring the private Good of, our-
{elves and Families. He who does not believe
that God can or does interpofe in the Affairs of
Men, in the public Concerns of States and King-
doms, and in more private and particular Cafes
alfo, muft confequently think all Prayer infig-
nificant and ulfelefs, and all religious Worfhip
to be in vain: Which is to be not Deift, but
an Atbeift,

Miracles then are capable of the fame EVI-
dence, and have equal Right to be beleved
upon human credible Teﬁlmony, with any
other hiitorical Faéts. And 1t is very unreafon-
able in Deilts, when prefled with the Evidence
of Miracles in Proot of revealed Religion, and
when they have no-other Way to evade the
Force of them, to aliedge, as this Author does,
that they muft be always neceflary to convince eve-
ry Man of God’s Will which they were at firft
wrought to make known. Jf Miracles (fays he,
p. 02. ) are once neceffary to prove o Fafl, they
are atways neceflary s beconfe the fame Praqf or
ait adequate” one, is always neceffary to prove the
faie Operation.  The Diftance of Time and Place
makes iheir ot lefs, but vather snore  wecefary.
And this fort of Reafoning 15 alfo purfued by
this Author in Page 8o. And in true Reafon-
ing it is Coufin- German to this: That to believe

*w hittorical Fac done before our Time, efpe-
czahv If an uncemmon one, as the Appearance

of a Comet, 1t 13 e*"eITary the {ame Falt or
. Appearance, or an adcquate one, that is the
iame,
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fame, .or another Comet, fhould come "again,
and be perfonally feen by every Man. For he
fays, If Miracles were once given, there is the
fame Reafon they fhonld ever be given. 'This is
fpecial Reafoning, which at once puts an End to
the Credibility of all Hiftory. For, torepeat it
again, a Miracle is a Fact which may with as
much Certainty be tranfmitted by Hiftory as
any other Falts can. But fome, who will not
advance fuch grofs Paradox and Abfurdity,

yet argue that the Diftance of Time fince the
Miracles are related to have been done has di-

minithed the Hvidence of them, and that it
grows lefs and lefs in every Age. 'Thisis more
plaufible than the former Pretence 5 but there is
a greater Miftake in this Reafoning alfo than
you Deifts are aware of. |
If the Evidence for Miracles had been oral
and unwritten Tradition only, there would be
Weight in what you alledge. But as the ori-
oinal Evidence of thofe who were Witnefles to
the doing of them i1s recorded in Writing, and
the Genuinenefs of thefe Records never was or
could be difputed by thofe who lived at the
Times when they were written, and who were
alfo Enemies to the Religion contained in them;
and hath been acknowledged and admitted by
thofe learned Adverfaries of Chriftianity who
wrote againft them: So thefe Records alfo have
been attefted to by other Writings in every Age,
from thelr firft Publication to the prefent Time:
And therefore the Hiftory of the Fa&s con-
tained in them being thus undoubted and indif~
putable, the Evidence of the Miracles is now

the
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the fame it ever was fince the Age of the Apé-
fes: And they are the fame Proof now of the
Revelation of God’s Will that they ever were.
Will any Deitt deny that the Writings afcribed
to Horace, Virgily or Cefar, are not now as
much to be belived to be their Works, as they
were an hundred or a thoufand Years ago? or
that Magna Charta, which was wrote {everal
Centuries ago, 1s not now as good an Evidence
of the Things contained in 1t, as it ever was ?
But the Hiltory of the Old and New Tefta-
ment has far fuperior Evidence to thefe Wri-
dngs, or to any other Hiftory whatfoever;
Evidence even equal to that which was given
at the firlt Publication of them; that is, the
Evidence of the Propbecies contained in them,
which have been compleated feveral Ages after
they were deliveted; and the Completion of
many of them has been evident in every Age to
this Day. Miracles and Prophecies are the two
main Pillars on which Revelation 15 built,
Thefe thew the immediate fupernatural Power
and Wifdom of God to be concerned in it
They are Evidences of the Truth of it which
are infallible, and cannot fail to have Effe@,
if Men will allow the Evidence both of Senfe
and Underftanding to be fufficient: And ali
other Procfs or Evidence are in Comparifon
nothing.

You Deifts may fhll alledge, as others have
aone, and Pagan Philofophers did, that Mira-
cles, fo far as w= are able to judge of Things,
which are beyoad the Extent of natural Caules
zad humas Power, have been wrought in Sup-

port
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port of Idolatty. Your moral Philofopher has
omitted to urge this Plea againft Chiiftianity,
though it is ftronger than any thing he hath faid
againtt it, But the Anfwer to it s, that fup-
pofing many extraordinary Effets have betn
produced amongft Heathens and Idolatets which
were not the Effelts of natural Caufes; a Deilt
cannot argue from hence againft Reveldtdons
Becaufe it Miracles have been, or may be

wrought in Stipport of a falfe Religion or Supet-
~ ftition 5 if either by mere natural Magic, or by
a demoniacal Power the Courfe of Nature caft
be altered, furely you muilt allow that Miracles
may be wrought by a truly divine Power in
Support, and as an Evidence of true Religion,
and that the Dottrine attefted by them i§ from
God. So that we may allow that marvellous
and fupernatural Effects have been wrought by
Magicians and idolatrous Priefts in former
Ages, and alfo in later Ages by Popith pre.
tended Saints, and the idolatrous Prieﬁs of the
Church of Rome: Yet thefe Miracles (fo cal’’d)
cannhot be an Evidence or Proof of the Truth
of an idolatrous Religion; or prove Super-
ftition, Impiety, Contradictions and Abfurdi-
ties to be either agreeable to Reafon, or to the
Will of God. And the Reajon is very plain.
Becaufe Miracles being intended to temove
Prejudices, and to excite Attention to what is
taught by the Doers of them; if the Do&rines
delivered as the Will of God to be made known
by the Miracles, are contraty to Reafon and
natural Religion, which is the prior and erigi-
nal Willof God, they deftroy all poflible Evi-

dence
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dence which they could receive from any Mira-
cles : For the Evidence of Miracles 1s not equal
to that of Reafon and natural Truth. So. the
pretended Miracles which have been, or ever
fhall be wrought in Favour of Idolatry, Popery,
or any falle Religion, are to be efteemed either
the Effeéts of natural Magic, or the Works of
evil invifible Agents, or Demons, defigned to
promote Irreligion and Impiety. But no Ob-
jection can lie againft Miracles wrought as an
Evidence and Proof of a divine Revelation,
which is defigned to abolith and deftroy Ido-
latry, and the Worfhip of falfe Gods, with all
their impious and wicked Superftitions ; and to
promote and eftablifh the Worfhip of the one
true God, and all Virtue and Holinefs of
Laife.

The Teft thérefore of Miracles 1s, whether
they are done to promote Virtue and true Re-
higion, or to promote Vice, and the Worthip
of falfe Gods. And notwithftanding, whatever
Wonders or Miracles (which are attefted in the
moft credible Pagan Hiftories, and even in the
Writings both of the Old and New. Teftament)
have been wrought amongft ancient or modern
Idolarers, we never find that any demoniacal
or magical Power could by a mere Word or
Touch reftore to Sight or Seundnefs one who had
been born 4/ind, or was a Cripple from his Birth,
or more efpecially could reftare to Life one who
had been forr Days dead: Or if any Miracle is
thil greater, could enable a Perfon without any
Learning to talk and underftand all Languages,
znd allo to foretel future Events, not {fuch as

WEIrQg
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were foon to be accomplifhed, but fuch as were
fulfilled feveral Ages after the- Prediction. |

As Miracles have been ridiculed and con-.
temned by your Moral Philofopher, fo Prophe-
cies, which are the greateft of Miracles, have
been no better treated by a late unhappy Mo-
rol Philofopher, whofe Apoftafy I cannot but
lament.

However as he is gone to his Place, I fhall
fay no more of him and his Works, but only,
that had he well and fincerely -examined what-
he wrote againft with fo much bitter Zeal, he
would (for he wanted not Abilities) have fec:ﬂ
his Errors and been forry for them.

I fhall therefore, Gentlemen, beg leave be-
fore I proceed farther with your prefent Moral
Philofopher, to lay before you, as briefly as I
can, the Evidence of fome Scripture-Prophecies,
the Completion of which I have examined with
much Care and Labour, and fhall leaVc them o
your Confideration. - '

The firft which I fhall mention requlres no
Study to {ee the wonderful Completion of it.

It 18 in Ifatab, ch. xliv. 28. God there by his.
Prophet faith of Cyrus, the Founder ot the.
Perfian Monarchy : He is sy Skepherd and fhall
perform all my Pleafure, even [eying to Jerufalem,
Thou fhalt be built; and to the Temple, Thy
Foundation fhall be laid. Here 1s ‘a plain Pre-
diction that Cyrus thould by- divine Providence
be made a Shepherd to deliver the Fews out of
their Captivity; and that under his Govern-
ment the Foundation of the Temple fhould be laid,
Now the Time when Jfaiab lived and wrote is

as
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as well known as that of any Greek or Rowmen
Hiftorian ; and the Kings of Fudab n whofe
Reigns he prophefied are fet down by himfelf
in the firlt Chapter and firft Verfe.

Fofepbus * fays that Jfaiab deliver’d the foe-
going Prophecy 140 Years before the Temple
was deftroy’d. He 1s miftaken a few Years;
for it was deliver’d about the Time of Heze-
kiab’s Recovery from a dangerous Illnefs, with
which Event it feems connefted; and this wag

211 Years before the vulgar Corifiian Ara or

Birth of Chrift, and 126 Years before the De-
ftru¢tion of the Temple, It was alfo 155
Years or more before Cyrus began to reign in
Perfia, and 175 1 Years before his Conqueft
of Babylon; {oon after which Conqueft, in the
firft Year of his Reign he {ent out a Decree,
whereby he gave Leave and Encouragement to.
the Fews to return to Fertfalem, and to build
their Temple, as it is related 2 Chron, xxzviL
22, 23. Ez. 1 2, 3. vi 3, &c. 1 Efd ii
y 4y 5 '
: Could ffaiah without the Gift of Prophecy
forefee that Ferufalews, which was then in &
flourithing State, and ruled by a jfewi/t King,
fhould with the Temple be demolithed and
deftroyed, as it was 126 Years after? Could
he alfo be able to exprefs the very Name of
the King, who fhould reftore the captive Fews
to their Country, and give them Leave and Af:

- % Autig. Fud. lib. xi. . 1. |
+ 1 differ three Years from the common Chronology,

which 1s plainly wrong; and {fuppofe Cyrus to have con-

quered Babsln 535 Years before the Chriffian Kra.

fiftance
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fiftance to build their Temple, and whowas
not. born till 140 Years afterwards, and neither
born to a Throne, nor of the fame Nation with
that People who carried them into Captvity,
and who could not have fulfilled this Prophecy
without having firft conquered the great Baly-
lonian Empire, the Conqueft of which 1s alfo
foretold by the fame Prophet at the fame Time
in Chap. xlv, xlvi, and xlvii ?

What an aftonifhing Scene of Events are here
foretold, all which-came to pafs after many
Years with the greateft Exadtnefs. And a Man,
I think, muft be ftrongly inclined to Scepticifm,
who can jo much as doubt of the Truth of this
famous Prophecy.

There are many other Prophecies in the Wri-
tings of Jfziah which belong both to the Fewif’
and the Chriftian Church, which for Brevity’s
fake I fhall omit; as alfo thofe of Feremssb and

Ezechiel; and I fhall offer to you next a Pro-
phecy or two from Daniel,

In the firlt Year of * Darius the Mede who
took the Kingdom of Babylen upon the Death
of Belfhazzar, which was according to Ptolemy’s
Canon 554 Years before the vulgar Account of
the Birth of Chriff, Deniel had revealed to him

the Prophecy of the feventy Weecks or 490 Years
commencing at a certain Time fixed in the Pro-

* This Darius the Mede was no other than 4fyages,
whom Cyras conquered and fucceeded in the Median Em-
Eire, and whofe Viceroy at Babybn was Nabonadizs the
taft Babylorian King. This is ealy to be proved, but this

8w not a proper Place. Sec my Clromological Antiguities,
Yol. L. p. 413—424. ‘

phecy
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phecy, and ending at the preaching of the
Golpel by Fefus Chbriff. 1 {uppofe no Deift
W 1l deny that the Weeks are Wecks of Years,
a Day ftanding for a Year, as is explained by
Ezechiel, a cantemporary Writer, in Chb. 1v. 4,
5, 6. and Myfes alfo Numb. xiv. 34. menti-
ons fuch Weeks of Years which he calls Sad-
batbs of Years. And thou fhalt number [even
Sabbaths of Years unto thee, feven Times [even
Years, and the Space of the f[even Sabbaths of
Years fhall be unto thee forty and nine Xears.
Levit. xxv. 8. And the moft learned Fewifk
Commentators have always fo interpreted the {e-
venty Weeks of Daxiel.

This preaching of the Golpel to which the
feventy Weeks reach, 1s called in Ch. ix. 24.
fiuifhing Tranfgreffions, and making on End of
Siny which the next Words explain‘to be, &y

ﬂfz*ﬂg Reconciliation for Iniquity, and 5rmgmg
i everlafting Righteoufnefs : ‘The Prophet adds,
aid to feal the Vifion and Prophecy [by the Com-
pletion of them] or as others read, to feal Vifion
ard the Prophet, meaning, to confirm the Pro-
phet in his Office; Wthh in the followmg :
\Vords 1s, ¢0 anoint the wmoft holy, 1. . the boly
oitey or soft boly Prophet ; and who this anointed-
holy Prophet was to be, 1s thewn in the next
Verfe, where he is called Meffieh the Prince,
1. e. the anointed Prince. And this AMeffich or
Chrift 1s ver. 26. foretold 25 be cut off, or put to
Death, after the End of the feventy Weeks or
four hundred and ninety Years, The entire
reading of Damiel 1s: Seventy IWecks are deter-
azied upon thy People, and upon thy hely City, to

Jniff
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Fnifh Tranfgrefion, and to make an End of Siks,
aid to make Reconciliation for Tuiguity, and 1o bring

in everlafiing Righteoufucfs, and to feal up Vifion

aird Prophecy, and to anoint the moft hely.  Know

therefore, and uiideiftond, that from the going

forth of the Commandient to reftore and to build
Jerufalem wnto Mefliah the Piiice, fhall be feven

IWeeks, and threefcore and two Weeks : The Street
fhall be built again, and the Wall even in troublous
Times; and after threcfcore and  two  Wecks

fhell Meffiah e cuf off @ ch. 1%, 24, 25, 26. 1
obferved above that the moff boly or boly one,

who in ver. 24. 1s the Perfon who was 0 #ake Re-

conciliction for Iniquity and to bring in everlafting

Righteoufuefs, 1s in ver. 25. called Mefiab the

Piipce.  This is plain; and therefore as feventy
Weeks were determined to the awointing the moft
boly, the {fame Number of Weeks muft necel-
farily be determined s#nfo Mefliah the Piince.
Whence it appears that there 1s an Error in the
prefent Hebrew Reading of the twenty-fifth

Verfe, where it 1s feven Weeks and thieefcore

and two Weeks, inftead of the old Reading of
the vulgate Greek of the. Sepfuagint, which had
feven Weeks and an half, and threefcore and two
Weeks. and an half, which make up the entire

preceding Number, of feventy Weeks, to which

. they refer, and which are here divided into two
Parts. This Reading of the old vulgate Greek
which has been long f{ince loft, is preferved in
* Tertullian’s Latin Copy which was taken from
| D . 1t.

* Lib. adv. Fuless, covit. 1. This alfo appears to
' have
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it. And as Tertullian veads [even Weeks and an
kalf, and fixty-two Weeks and an balf, both in
the Text of Daniel, and in his Comment upon
it, we may depend on its being the Reading of
the Septuagint Greek Copy which was taken from
the Hebrew ; and it i1s preferable to the more
modern Hebrew Reading, and Theodotic’s Greek
which follows it, and is alfo confirmed by the
Context. -

It follows ver. 26. that ¢ Prince that (hould
come {or a fusure Prince] fhould deftrey the City
and the Sanfluary (or Temple.) It 1s added
ver. 2. that Mefliab, or Chriff, thould confirm
the Covenant with wmany for (or in) one Week s
and in how much of that Week this fhould
be, 1s expreflfed in the next Words, and in the
niiddle [or balf part] of a Week, be fhall canfe
tbe Sacrifice and Oblation to ceafe. And the
Time from whence thefe feventy Weeks or
490 Years commenced, 1s faid to be ver. 23,

froin the going forth of the Commandment |or
royal Decree) to reflore and to build (the Walls)
of Jerufalem.

Here are feveral mmportant Falts predited
m a very precife and particular manner, which
vet were not all to be completed till above
fix hundred Years after the Prediion.

The Fews were now, when Daniel had thefe
Prophecies delivered to im, in Captivity, and

have been the Reading of Africarus ; who fays, that the
Number of feventy Weeks, or 490 Years, was to com-
mence from the Decree to build Ferufalem, in the twen-
teth Year of Ariaxerxes King of Perfia, apud Eafeb. Dem,

E‘U&ﬂg. 1ib. 8. pP- 380.
hag



[ 35 ]

had been fo fifty-two Years; and feventeen
Years after; Cyrus having conquered Babylon,
publifhed a Decree for their Reftoration to
their own Country, hereby fulfilling the Pro-
phecy of Feremy, who had foretold to the Fews
that they fhould be Captives, arnd fubjet to the
Babylonians {eventy Years and no more ; after
which that Kingdom was to be deftroyed, and
they were to be delivered, as it accordingly
came to pafs, The Decree of Cyrus went no
tarther than to give them leave to build the
Temple; 2 Chron: xxxvi. 23. Ez. 1. 1—4. This
Decree was renewed by Darins; Son of Hy-
fafpes, and by Virtue of it the Temple wag
finithed, Ezr. vi. In the next Reign, Ezrg
(ch. vi1.) went with a Commiffion from /Aria-
fhafta, called Artaxerxesy King of Perfia, to
fertle arid order the Worlhip of the Temple,
and carried large Offerings of Silver and Gold
for the Service of it, artd many Families accom-
panied him, This was in the feventh Year of
Artafhafta, but no Commiflion was yet granted
to build the Walls of Jerufalem. But afterwards,
in the twentieth Year of the {ame King Arsa-
fhafta, Nebemiah obtained a Decree for build-
ing the Walls of Fernfalem, ch. 11. Now this King,
who 1s called * Artafhafia both in the Hebrew
and Greek, is rendered by the vulgate Latzn or
Ferome, Artaxerxes, and was fo underftood by

* The Greek is 'ApSacacfsd, and the Hebrew is erther
Artacfafia, or, more agreeable to the Greek, drthafafiba;
But \thefe literal Variations are no way materal ; and
the true Spelling of the Hebrew may be Arthab/bafina.

D 2 Afri-
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* Africangs : And by this wrong rendering of
the Word, or miftaking the King denoted by
it, the modern learned Writers have been de-
cetved, and fo not able to interpret the Prophecy
richtly. For Artafhafic or Aribabfhafiba was
‘undoubtedly the King who fucceeded Darius,
Son of Hxftafpes y and he was not the Artaxerses
commonly {o called, but was Xerxes the Father
of Artaxerxes, and Son of Darius. Artaxerxes
Lougimanns 1s never called Artafhafta, but al-
ways Abfuerus or Achfuerus 1n the Hebrew, and
Artaxerxes n the Greek all through the Book
o Eﬁbff But Cembyfes 1s called Artafhafta in
Ezr. 1. 7. and Artaxerxes in the firft Book
of E fdf as, who always renders Artafhafta by Ar-
jaxerxes. 'The {ixth Verie of the fourth Chapter
of Ezre, where Abfuerus is mentioned, 1s an In-
terpolation, as appears by the Omiffion of it
in the Book of nﬁc; as, and alfo in + Fofephus.

That Xerxes was the King who granted the
Commffion to Nebenich to build the Walls of
Ferafalz, we are affured from I Fofephus

though he is miftaken in faying 1t was In the

Wen 3-11-th Year of his Reign ; “for it was un-
L.Loumedl in his twentieth. A crrcat deal might
be faid tf:.- prove that Xerxes was the King who

{om

font Nebeiniah with the Commiflion to buﬂd

#

,{ vicans: rmlgm be l2d into the Miftake from the fislt
2ok of Effras, wherein the King, called driafbafia in
2, ia calicd Artaxerxes, as Cmnéy@: 1s alfo fo called,

v. 16. The Grest Interpreter thought Artaxerscs
LY r'g rendering of drtofhefla,

Artic, Faud, lib. xi. c. 2. edit. Hawvercamp.
i :f f}' A, lib. xi-c. .

Ferufa-
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Ferufalems 5 but as I confult Brevity here, I thall
only obferve that Artaxerses could not be the
King who granted the Decree to Ezra in Favour
of the 76&5 in the {eventh Year of his. Keign,
nor coniequcntly the King who granted the fe-
cond Décree to Nebeinich in the twentieth Year
of his Reign ; for no one doubts but it was the
fame Kmrr who granted both.  Aitaxerxes mar-
r1ed Eﬁ/.?ff in the feventh Year of his Reign,

i1, 16. And at that Time the Fews were
fo apprehenfive of his Coolnefs, if not Averfion
to them, that Effber, though moft highly be-
loved and honoured by the King, durft not
difcover that fhe was a Fewefs, as Mordecai had
given her Charge, ver. 20.  This makes it very
improbable, that whilft the Fews were thus
afraid of his Difpleafure, he fhould be fo much
their Friend as to have granted {feveral Months
betore this in the Beginning of that very Year
of his Reign a Decree t0 Eera to take as many
as had 2 Mind to go with him to Ferufalers,
and to fettle and order the Pol1ty of the Fews
both there and in 7:4&’(&73 Syriay, and Phenicia,
according to the Law of Mq/}.r with a Power

of Life and Death, Ezr. vil. 25, 26. 1 Efd. vii.
19. Nay, and that he who had granted this
fuppoled Decree to Ezre Thould foon after grant
another to Haman to deftroy the whole Fewiffk
Nation. And had Efdras lived and wrote m
the Reign of Artaxerxes, he could not have
omitted to mention the Marilage of Efther with
him ; and the remarkable Event which followed
. Tins alone 1s fufficient to convince any one

that Aviaxerxes, who married Efther; could not

D 3 be
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be the King who granted the Commiflions to
Ezraand Nebemiah: Nor can the feventy Weeks
of Daniel be deduced from the twentieth Year
of his Reign. Xerxes therefore was the King,
from the twentieth Year of whofe Reign the
precedmg Prophecy commenced.

Now, accordmg to the Pearian Marbles, which
are mo{’c ancient and valuable Monuments of
Chronology, and probably are 264 Years older
than the vulgar Chriftian ‘Hra, Xerxes began to
reign 482 Years befcre the Birth of Cbrgﬁ The
ewentieth Year of his Reign therefore was 463
Years before the Birth of Chriff; to which, 1f
we add twenty-feven Years of the vulgar /ra,

when Chrift was baptized at about thirty Years
of Age, An. Dom. 28. current [being born
two, or rather ® three Years before the common

Aira

* All the ancient Chriflian Writers agree that Chriff was
born about three Years before the common Account of his
Birth, Clemens dlexandrinus reckons forty.two Years and
threza Months from the Death of Chriff to the Deftrution
of Ferufalem ; and he reckons Chriff to have preached but
one Year, and to have died in the fixteenth Year of Tibe- -
rius, in the thirty-firft Year of his Age. Now the De-
firu@lion of 5. Fer: {/'a em being An. Dom. 70, Chrifl, by his
Reckoning, mult have been born at leaft two, 1f not three
Years before the valgar ZEra. Strom. 1. p. 340. Edit. Parif.
Origea follows his Matter Clemens, cont. Celfi 1ib. 4. p. 174.
Africarus and Tertullian {allow the Jike Computation : And
the Death of Herod confirmsit; for Hersd, by the Account
of his Reign in Fofephus, died 751 Years after the bulldlmr
of Rome. which was two Years before the vulgar Ara Anll
Corift was born one Year at lealt before the Death of Herod.
Tertullian f2ys, Corifi was born in the forty-firft Year of the
R?ign of xf:fg:ﬂﬂ.f, canf. ffmf; llb c. 8. And thlS was /J’Jé

ur
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JEra of his Birth] the whole is exaltly 490
Years (as Daniel foretold) from the going forth
of the Commandment to reftore and build the Walls
of Ferufalem, to the Baptidm of Chriff, the an-
ointed boly one of God, who was then, as [faiab
had foretold, ch. Ixi. ver. 1. and as St. Luke
relates that Fefus applied the Prophecy to him-
{elf, anointed to preach the Gofpel to the Poor (in
Spirit) and femt to beal the broken-bearted, to
preach Deliverance to the Captives (by the Re-
miflion of their Sins)—to preach the acceptable
Year of the Lord, ch. iv. ver. 18, 19, 21. As
no Perfon before the coming of 7efus ever claim-
ed to be the Mefiah or Chriff, and to fulfill all
that had been foretold by Mpfes and the Pra-
phets concerning him: fo we find that eve

thing predi¢ted of the Mefiab was fulfilled in
the Perfon, Charalter, and Doétrine of Fefus.
He came, as was foretold, (Gen. xlix. ver, 10,)
before the Scepter departed from Judah, and the
Lawgiver from between bis Feet, 1. e. whilft the
Fewifh Pality {ublifted in the Tribe of Fudab:
And to him, as it follows, were the gathering of
the People or Gentiles, by their Converfion to his
Gofpel. He was alfo of the Tribe of Judah,
and of the Iloufe or Seed of David 3 and born at
Bethleber, as was foretold by Micab, chap. v.
ver. 2. Ile came whillt the fecond Temple
was ftanding, - according to the Prophecy of
Heaggai, ch. 1. 7. and did all the Miracles men-

urb. cond. 751.  And by every Computation the Birth of

Chrift muft have been two Years at leaft before the common
ra of 1.

D4 tioned
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rioned by [fzieh, ch. xxxv. 5, 6. to be wrought
in the Days of the A%f: ab viz. that the Eyes
of the Bfuzd Jheuld be apened, and the Ears of the
Deaf uifloppéd y that’ the laine Man fhould leap
as an Hariy and the Tongue of the Dumb fing.
He was fold for thirty Pzem of Silver, Zech. x1.
r2. He was frourged, buffeted, and [pit wupon,
Mai. 1. 6. His Hands and bis Feet were pierced,
Plal. xxit. 10. Aud Lots were caft for bis Gar-
meits. Plal. xxil. 18, All thefe, and many
other Predictions of what was to be done by,
and happen to the Afefiab, were literally ful-
filled 1n Jefus. But the great End of his Mil-
fion was to do what Danic! in the for egoing
Prophecy had foretold, to make an End of Sin,
and of all Sin-Offerings, by preaching Repen-
tance and Remiffion of Sius to all Nations: 72
riake Reconcifiation for Iniquity, by making him-
feli a Sacrifice and Propitiation for our Sins,
and giving Aflurance to all of the Pardon of
them from God, upon their Converfion from
Unrighteoufnefs unto Holinefs, and by Faith
and Obedience to his Gofpel, which 1s the Law
of cvirlafiing Righteoufuefs, which God by him
gave to Mankind, to bring them to Salvation,
and the Ha pmefs of a future State. He alfo
fealed or compleated Vifion and Prophery s or he
was the Prophet who was fealed by God, John vi,
2. or confirmed 1n the Office of the Mefich.
And it 1s remarkable thet fben FEzre, 2 moft
icarned Fewifi Rabbi, and bitter Enemy of
Chrifiicuity, owned that the feventy Weeks of
Years mentcned by Dawel, reach to the fealing
ile Mzfiab, the Ioly of Holy. It allo appears,

trom,



L 41 ] |
from two Heathen Writers *, Tacitus and Swue-
sonins, that it was the general Expeétation of the
Fews, that their Mefiah would come about the
Time that Fefus was born; which muft pto-
bably have been founded on this Prophecy of
Daniel, which they faw was accomphfhing,

The Time of the coming of Chrifi, and his
preaching the Gofpel, anfwers moft exatly ta
the Prophecy of Daniel, according to the true
Chronology of the Parian Marbles, concerning
the Kings of Pesfia, which are juftly efteemed
of very great Authority.

But even admitting (to prevent all poffible
Objection) that Xerxes began to reign 485 Years
before the Birth of Chriff, according to the
common Reckoning, by which I compute in
thefe Papers ; and fo, that the twentieth Year
of his Reign was 465 Years, and fomething
more, before the Birth of Chriff 3 then the fe-
venty Weeks, or 490 Years ended in the
twenty-fixth Year of Chriff, according to the -
vulgar Date of his Birth, and three Years be-
fore .his Baptifm: And by this Reckoning
his beginning to preach the Gofpel will fall
in the feventy-firft Week, when he was, ac-
cording- to the Prophecy, c#t off, or put to
Death. This Suppofition makes fo little Diffe-
rence as cannot reafonably be thought to affeé
the Truth of the Prophecy. For, as Danic?
fays, that feventy Weeks were to be cut out or
determined, and ended to the Meffiab, and his
beng fealed as the Prophet who was to make Re-

B4

% Tecit, Hift libov. ¢, 13, Saeten, Vefpaf. c. 4; felt. 8.
COnN-
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conciliation for Sin ; this might well be fulfilled
after the ending of the feventy Weeks and half
of the next Week, in which he was to die,
being completed alfo.

But according to the truer Date of the Birth
of Chrift three or four Years before the vulgar
Ara, the 490 Years of the Prophecy ended
in the twenty-ninth or thirtieth Year of his
age; {o we cannot err more than one Year.

- Ivis {aid (ver, 25.) the Walls fhall be built 1n
troublous Times, which was exaltly fulhilled, as
you may read Neb. iil. 1—32. iv. 1-—23. VL
1—16. and In Fofepbus *.

The next important Part of the Prophecy is,
that the Meffiab was in one Week, or 1n the Term
of feven Years, to wpake a Covenant with many
and in the Middle, or half Part of it, was to be
cut of. This was the new Covenant of the
Gofpel, whereby Remiffion of Sins was fealed
in the Name of Chriff the Mediator of ity and
wis alfo foretold by Feremiah, ch, xxxi. 33,
24. This Covenant was confirmed with the
Fews, amongft whom Cbriff preached : And
after 1t had been confirmed by his Preaching
and Miracles, which he wrought in Teftimony
of the Truth of 1t, during balf a Week, or about
three Years and half, as Dawiel foretold it
fhould be, he was then cut off by an unjuft Sen-
tence, and fulfilled what another Prophet had
predicted, that be fhould be mede an Offering for
Sin, Ifei. Im. 10.  And by this Offering he
made the Fewifh Sacrifices and Oblations to ceafe;

® Fud. dntig, lib. X1, ¢. 3.

Chrift
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Chrift henceforth being the only Propitiation for
Sin by Virtue of our Faith in God, and Obe-
dience to that Law of Truth which he hath
delivered to us. The Sacrifice of Chrift’'s Death
put an End to the propitiatory Sacrifices of the
Iaw, which were only Types and Pre-repre-
fentations of it: And the Fews having rejected
their Meffiab, and put him to Death, their Sa-
crifices after this became #wboly, and no longer
acceptable unto God.

Is it not furprizing that Daniel fhould fay
that the Mefiah thould confirm a Covenant with
many in a Week, or within the Term of feven
Years ; and in the Middle of this Week, or within
the Space of three Years and half (which an-
fwers exactly to the Time of Chrift’s Preaching
and his Death) put an End to the Fewih Sa-
crifices, or abolifh and make void the Inftitu-
tion and Efficacy of them, by the Sacrifice of his
own Death? Laftly, how the Ciy and Temple
were utterly defiroyed, and made defolate by a
future Prince, who was to reign after the Death
of Chrift, and who is known to have been V¢/f-
pafian the Roman Emperor, who deftroyed them
An. Dom. 70. 18 {o well known, that no more-
need be faid here on the Completion of this
great Event; only it is proper to obferve that
the Abomination of Deflolation, which was to {tand
in the Temple and make 1t defolate, ver. 2.
and to which our Saviour himfelf refers, Mat.
xxiv. 15. appeared in an aftonithing Manner,
when the Remans, after entering with an Army -
into Ferufalein, and being Mafters of that Part
pt the City where the Temple ftood, fet up

| their
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their abominable or 1dolatrous Standards in the
very Temple itfelf, as a Mark of its Defolation,
and whillt it was all in Flames offered * Sacri-
fices to their Gods.

The only Objettion, that I know of, which
can be made to the foregoing Time of the De-
~-ree for building the Walls of Ferufalein, being
fized to the twentieth Year of Xerxes 1s, that
Nebemiab 1s faid, chap, v. ver. 14. to have been
appoiited Governor in the Laend of Judab, from
the twentieth Year even fo the thirty-fecond Year
of Artaxerxes the King, that is, twelve Years :
And fo this King could not be Xerxes who
reigned no more than twenty-one Years,

To this I anfwer, that + Fofephus takes no
Notice of the Contents of this fifth Chapter of
Nebeiiiah, and conne&ts the fourth and fixth
Chapters, as if the fifth belong’d not to them:
And the Reader will eafily dilcern that the Con-
tents of the fixth Chapter naturally follow the
fourth, and that the fifth Chapter is a plain In-
terruption 1n the Hiftory, and belongs not tq
the Place where 1t {tands.

Szcondly, When Nebemiah went to Ferufalers
with the King’s Commiffion, he was his Cup-
bearer, and only went with an Order, not to be
Governor, but to the Governors of §y7iz 1 and
Pheiicia, to grant him fafe Conduct into Fudeea,
and to affit him with Materials for building the
Walls and Gates of the City, and an Houle to

* Jofeph. de Bel. Jud. hib. vi. c. 6.
+ Arntiq. Jud. ib. xi. c. 5. fedt. 8.

* Jof. Antiq. fud, lib. xi. c. 5. {e&t. 6.
dyvell
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dwell in, ch. i ver. 11. ch. 1. 7, 8, 9. And
he was to return to his Office at a fet Time, ch. 1.
ver. 6. This Time could not be rwelve 2eers ;
and was more probably but one Year, or per-
haps lefs. For it 1s {aid, ch. vi. ver. 15, that
the Weall was fmifhed in fifty-two Days: And this
might very well be done with fo many Hands
as employ'd themfelves with fo much Zeal and
Vigour about 1t, ch. iv. ver. 6. Fofepbus makes
the Building take up * two X ¢ars and four Monibs,
which is contrary to all the Copies of Nebemiab,
and is no Doubt a Miftake in that learned Hif-
torian. As foon as the Walls were finifhed,
Nebemish eave his Brother Hanari and Haia-
niak Charge over Ferufalem, ch. vii. ver. 2, and
then, no Doubt, returned to his Oflice, ac-
cording to the Time he had fet the King.
And therefore what 1s faid of his being ap-
pointed Governor from the twenueth to the
thirty-fecond Year of the Reign of Artaxerxes,
ch. v. 14. cannot belong to this firt Commuf-
fion; but muft have been inferted into the Hif-
tory by another Hand, which feems moft pro-
bable from the Omiffion of it in the Cepy of
Tofephus 3 as alfo from the grofs Error ov {up-
pofing Ariafhafta or Xerxes to reign: thirty-two
Years; or elle we muft {uppofe that 1t refers to
another Commiflion given him in the twentieth
Year of the King Afuerus or Artaxerxes the Son
of Xerxes, who might, out of Regard to Efther
his Queen, prefer Nebemiah to the Dignity of
Gavernor of Fuwdza. But the Hiftory being

“ Antiq. Tud, Iib xi, c. 5. fedt. 8,
+  here
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here evidenily mifplaced, and the Reign of the
King miftaken, I inchine to think the whole
Account of Nebemiab’s being Governor in the
Land of Fude, to be a later Addition to the
Hiftory of that great Man. |

Tbirdly, Befides the Incongruity of the fifth
Chapter, to what goes before and after it, Ezra
1s faid to have been dt Ferufalem at this firft
Commiffion of Nebemiab, ch. viil. throughout ;
though 1t 1s probable that he had been dead
feveral Years befote the thirty-fecond of Arzax-
erxes, or even the twentieth of that King’s
Reign ; nay, and before the Comniiffion grant-
ed to Nebemich In the twentieth of Xerxes, as
Fofepbus * fuppofeth him to be., For he was
Brother to Fesozadak, and born when the Tem-
ple was burnt. He was Son of Seraiab, as Fe-
bozadak alfo was; and Seraiah was flain by Ne-
buchadnezzar at Riblab in Syria, wheh he burnt
the Temple. See and compare FEz. vil. 1.
1 Efdras viii. 1. with 1 Chron. vi. 14, 15,
2 Kings xxv. 18, 21. This burning of the
Temple was 585 Years before the Birth of Chrif:
And the {eventh of Xerxes being 478 Years be-
fore the fame Zra, the Interval 1s 107 Years;
and fo old, or a Year older, £2r2 muft be when
he received his Commiffion mentioned in the
feventh Chapter of his Book, fuppofing him
only a Year old at the Death of his Father
Sergich. But if he hived to the feventh of Ar-
taxerxes {fon of Xerxes, and had his Commiffion
from him, he muft then have been at left 127

* Antiq. Jud. libs xi. c. 5. fedt, 5
Years
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Years old, which is improbable: And therefore
it is more improbable {till that he fhould be at
Ferufalens in the twentieth of Artaxerxes, when
he muft have been 140 Years of Age. All this
fhews that the Commiflion of Ezra was granted
in the Reign of Xerses ¥, as that of Nebemiah
was in the twentieth Year of the Reign of the
fame King. And what 1s {aid of Ezra in the
eighth Chapter of Nebemiab belongs to the Time
of Ezra’s own Comrmffion, and not to that of
Nebemiakh : And {o Fofepbys underftands it, It
was the laft Chapter of the Book of Ezre, and
followed the Tenth in that Book, and 1s rightly
inferted 1n it in the ninth Chapter of the firft

Book of Efdras, which Fofephus thought to be
the original Book of Ezre or Efdras, where it

begins at the thirry-feventh Verfe, and goes on
to the End. The Name Nebemiab mentioned
in the ninth Verfe of the eighth Chapter of this
Book is an Interpolation, and is neither men-
tioned in Efdras noc in Fofepbus 3 and feems to
be fome Fewifh Commencator’s Interpretation of
the Tirfhatha, or Governor or Head of the
Priefts who is mentioned before cb. vii. ver. 65,
and 70, whom the Commentaror by Miftake
took to be Nebemiab.

I have faid thus much in Explication of the
foregoing Prophecy of Daniel, for the Satisfac-

* And this was the Opinion of fome ancient Chriffiar
Writers, as Syncellus owns, though he differs from them:
Tuwes 8 puoiv §71 “Fodeas 1o 74 Zipln 4§ Oapcty
giros By, ¢l avly <riAber ¢ Tepsgartiu MddEar 73
8elov vhpor, &5 aovlor xdld Téade T4 XPITES CMTELPT]5p0g
vpappudlivs nas iepsvg.  Chronograph, p. 250.

$ 100
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tion of thofe learned Men who may be led irto
Miftakes by other Explications which are at-
tended with great and infuperable Difficulties,
owing to the not having confidered the Reafons
which I have given for the true Explication of
it. I have fhewn how exactly all the Parts of
the Prophecy were fulfilled by Fefus Chriff, and
in the Deftruction of the Yewik Temple and
City by the Roinans. That Chrift preached the
Gofpel exactly at the Time foretold; and during
the precife Time alfo pointed out in the Pro-
phecy, and who' remarkably and alone of all
the Perfons: who ever appeared on Earth, fuf-
tained the charalter given of the Mgfiab ; fo.
that, I hope, you Deiits will give this famous
Prophecy a due Confideration ; and not treat
this or any other Prophecy with Lightnefs or
-Ridicule, as hath been done by {ome of you,
in a Manner altogether unworthy of Scholars
and nioral Pkilofophers. 1 beg your Attention
to one Prophecy more of Danie/: It is cons
tained in the eleventh Chapter of his Book,
and was delivered to him in the third Year of
Cyres, King of Perfia, as 1s exprefled ch. x.
ver. 1. which was 533 Years before the Birth
of Chriff. It feems by the Beginning of the
eleventh Chapter, as if the Prophecy was de-
livered in the firft Year of Darius the Mede
but the firft Verfe of the eleventh Chapter is
ohly a Parenthefis, and the reft of that Chapter
15 a Continuance of the tenth, and the Prophecy
begins ver. 2. which 1s connefted with ver. 21.
of the tenth Chapter. This will be plain to an
attentive Reader; though yet it makes no

Dit-
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Difference as to the Prophecy itfelf, whether rt
was delivered in the third Year of Cyras, or i
the firft Year of Darius the Mede.

Daniel 15 told by the Angel (ver: 2. ) out of
the Scripture of Tiuth, That there fhould yet
Sfrand 1p (1 e. after Cyrus) three Kings in Perfia,
and z‘be fourth fhould be far vicher than-they all;
and by his Strengih through bis Riches fhould ftir

up all (i. e. all the Nations of 4z and the
Ealt) aepinft the Realin of Greece.

Thefe Kings were firlt Cambyfes Son of Cyrus
the fecond was Smerdes the Magiany the thn‘d |
was Darius Son of Hyftafpesy the fourth was
Xerxes the Son of Darins.  The prodigious Ex-
pedition of Xerwes againft Greece, to which he
ftirrd up all the ngdcms of zf_/fzz and- the
Eaft, 1s-too well known, both from the Greek
and Roman Hiftory, and particularly from He-
rodotys, to be doubted of, or to need to be
more than mentioned. The Prophecy proceeds

(ver. 3.) A mighty King fhall fland up (or #ife)
that fhall rule with great Dominion, and do accor d -
ing to bis Will.

This mighty King who ruled with oreat Do-
minion after the Kings of Perfia, is well known
to have been Alexander the Great, who fubdued
the. Pegfien Empire 5 and whofe Dominion, or
Empire, -is {o defcribed in the following Words
(ver. 4.) as to take away all Doubt concerning
it; for it is added, Aud when be fill frond zfp
[m the Height of his Dominion] Ais Kingdom
fhall be brakw and fhall be divided terwas ds the
four Winds of Lcaveny aund wot to bis Poflerity,
nor according to his Dewtinon which be viled y for

kK pis
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bis Kingdoin fhall be plucked up, even for others
pefides thofe.

That Alexender died at Babylon in the Height
of his Conquefts, is well known to all who
have looked into Hitory; and how his great
Dominion after his Death did not defcend to his
Pofterity, but was plucked up and divided by
his great Officers towards all the four Winds,
by which Divifion it was greatly weakned, as
Daniel intimates, is alfo well kpown. This
ereat Dominion, or Grecien Empire, divided
amongft the Succeflors of Alexander, after mu-
rual Quarrels, and Wars with one another
{ettled about 305 Years before the Birth of
Chriff, n four great Kingdoms. The firft un-
der Pioleiiy Son of chgm, who reign’d over
ALgypt, Libya, Arabic belonging to Zgypt, and
Aikiopia : 'This Kingdom lay on the South of
7#dea, which in the Prophecy 1s the Centre or
Point which the four Winds or Quarters of
Heaven refpetted. The {econd was that of
Antigonus over Syria, and the lefler Afiz on the
Eaft and North. The Third was that of Ly/-
machus over Thrace on the North. The fourth
was that of Caflander over Macedonia, Greece,
and Epire on the Weft *. Thefe were Alexander’s
four Succeflors 1n the Grecian Empire, whofe
Kingdoms were divided towards the four Winds
of Hea‘a ren, and thefe were the four notable

Horirs of the He-Goat, fo called by Daniel,
which caine up after the great Horn was broken,

* Thefe four Succeflors of Alexander are fo reckon’d
by Fofepbus, Antiq. Jud, lib, xii, c. 1.

towards
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sowards the four Winds of Heaven, ch. viil. ver, 8.
See ver, 21, 22. Seleucus, though a Succeflor
in the Dominions of Alexander, had no Part of
the Grecian Provinces, but ruled over the Baby-
lomian and Perfian Kingdom, properly fuch,
which was beyond Euphrates.

Selencus having conquered Antigonys who wes
flain 1n Battle, {e1zed his Kingdom, and thereby
became vpofiefled of one of the four Grecian
Kingdoms of Daniel, this was 300 Years before
the vulgar Chriftian Ara: and feventeen Years
after, which was 283 Years before the Birth of
Chrift, Scleucus having got Demetrius Son of
Antigonus into his Power, he then joined Syria
and the lefler Afie to his own Kingdom, and
made one Kingdom of them both, as Eufebius
tells us in his Chronicon.

A few Years after the Death of Autigonus,
Lyfimachus having {eiz’d Macedonia, and united
it to his Kingdom of Thrace, was, abour fix
Years after his Pofleflion of it, beat and flain’in
Battle by Selencus, about 281 Years before the
Birth of Chrift. Piolemy betore, in the War with
Antigonus, had fubdued Phenicia, Cele-Syria and
the Sea-Coalfts of Afia, and added them to the
Kingdom of Egypt: So that he and Selewcus
now governed all the Grecien Empire which was
reduced from four to twe great Kingdoms,
which are called by Daniel the Kings or King-
dows of the North and South in the following
Parte of his Prophecy. In which the Fhftory
of thefe two Kingdoms to the Reign of .{utis-
chus Epiphanes was, though prophetically, yet
fo fully and plamly related, that the learned

o2 Perphyry,
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Poiphyry, one of the greateft Enemies both of
the Fewifh and Chriftian Religion, was forc’d to
own it, as Ferone 1n his Preface to the Book of
Dawiel tells us; and therefore pretended that
thefe Prophecies were not wrote by Daniel, but
by {fome other Author (he knew not whom)
who lived in the Reign of Autiochus Epipbanes.

This fhewed the delperate Diftrels of Infide-
lity, which lays hold on any Pretence how ab-
furd foever to oppofe the Evidence and Truth
of Revelation.  Perphbyry knew very well that
Dauiel lived {everal Centuries before the Events
came to pafs which are foretold 1n his Prophe-
cies; he was alfo {fo well verfed in the Greek
Hiftory, that he could not but fee that the Falts
foretold were moft eminently completed; but
set he was fo great 2 Bigot to Paganifm, that
without any Ground or Foundation n the
World he pretended thefe Prophecies to be a
later Hiftory wrote after the Events. This was
indeed ¢iving up the Point, and in Effet con-
feffing the Truth of the Prophecies, fince there
was the fame Realon to believe that Dandel was
the Author of them, as that Plato and Arif-
totle were the Authors of the Works afcribed
to them.

I {hall trouble you, Gentlemen, with no more
Prophecies out of the Old Teftament, though
I could eafily add a Volume of them; but I
will fhew you the Completion of a few others
out of the Writings of the New Teltament,

and then proceed to the particular Evidence of
Chriff’s Refurredtion.

Thc



[ 53 1

The firft is that moft remarkable Prophecy
of our Saviour concerning the Deftrution of
the Temple and City of Ferufalem, which he
delivered to his Diciples a lhittle before his
Death.

It is related in the twenty-fourth Chapter
of St. Matthew’s Golpel, that, as Fefus was de-
parting from the Temple, bis Difeiples casme to
him for to fhew bim the Buildings of the Temple
and Jefus faid unto them, See ye not all thefe
Things? Verily I fay unto you, There fhall not
be left bere one Stone upon another that fhall not
be thrown down. ver. 1, 2. Mark xii. 1, 2.
Luke xxi. 6. And before, as he was going into
the City, He wept over i, faying, The Days fhall
cosme upon thee, that thine Enemses fhall caf a
Trench about thee and compafs thee round, and
keep thee in on every fide, and fhall lay thee cven
with the Ground ond thy Children within thee ;
and they fhall not leave in thee one Stone upon an-
other. Luke xix, 41—44. And when his Dif~
ciples defired him to tell them, when thefe Things
fhould be, and what Sign theve fhould be when
thefe Things fhould come to pafs; He bid them
take heed that they were not deceived; for

many, he adds, fhall come in my Name, [aying,
I am Chnfty and the Time draweth near : Go
ve not thercfore after thewm. But when ye fhall
bear of Wars and Commotions, be not terrify'ds
for ithefe Things muft firff come to pafs, but the
Fad is not by and by. Then be faid uisto them,
Nation fhall vife ageinft Nation, and Kingdom a-
gainft Kingdom y cnd great Earthquokes fhell be
i diverfe Places, and Famines and Peflilence and

E 3 feacfal
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fearful Sights and great Signs fhall theve be from
Heaven,  And when ye fhell fee Jerufalem com-
pafled with Ariites, then know that the Defolation
thereof 15 wigh,  Then fhall be great Tribulation,
fuch as wwas wnot fince the Beginning of the World
to this Time, no nor ever fhall be—for wheurefo-
cver the Carcafe is, there will the Eagles be ga-
thered together.  St. Matthew adds, from the
Mouth of Chrit 3 This Gofpel of the Kingdom
Jreall be preacked in all the Werld [i. e. not only
all over Fudea, but all over the Romen Empire
called c:'}:s;_r..gdr:, the World)l for « Witnefs unto |
all Natigns, cnd then fhall the End come. When ye
toerefore fhall [ee the Abomination of Defolation
(oken of by Daniel the Propbet fiand in the boly
Place (wobofo readeth let bim underftand) then let
theiir which be i Tudea flee unto the Mountains,
&c. Luke xx1. 6—11, 20. Matt. xxiv. 3—8,
14, 15, 21. Mayk xul. 1—8, 10, 14, 19.

This 1s the Prediction of that terrible Deftru-
ction and Delolation which Divine Vengeance
determined to bring upon the Fewifk Nation,
their City and Temple, for putting to Death
tne Meffich. And how exallly every Part of
1t was fulfilled in the Space of thirty-feven Years
atter the Delivery of it, or 4. D. 0. not only
the Roman Hiftorians, but more particularly
the learned Fewifl Foftorian Fofepbus, who was
prefent at the Siege and taking of Ferufalem,
and faw all the Defolation both of the City and
Temple, are an unqueitionable Evidence. |

Aftter the Fews had put Chrif to Death, they,
as Ckrift had foretold to his Difciples, perfecu-
ted them not only at Ferufalem, and 1n other

Parts
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Parts of Yudea, but every where in .the Roman
Empire where they had any Influence, and
caufed feveral of them to be killed. Norwith-
ftanding this, the Gofpel was preached in all
the World, in all Parts of the Roman Empire,
both in Europe, Afia, and Africa, as our Lord
had declared it thould be before the final De-
ftruction of the Fewifi Nation.

The Beginning of the Sorrows of the Fews
commenced the latter End of the twelfth Year
of Nero’s Reign, 4. D, 65. when * Ceflius Gal-
lus, Governor of Syris, was fent to environ
Yerufalems with an Army: This was the firft
Notice of their approaching Defolation. How-
ever he raifed the Siege without any apparent
+ Reafon, and gave Opportunity to the Fews
to make their Efcape and fave their Lives, by
fleeing out of the City into the Country, as
many of the principal | Perfons did accord-
tngly.

A great many others fled out of it when
Vefpafian who had invaded Fudea n the Spring
of the Year following, 4. D. 66. and had en-
compafled Ferufalem with an Army, withdrew
it upon the Death of Nero|: All this agrees
with Luke xx1. 20, 2F.

A little before and upon the Death of Nero
there were great Tumults and Commotions in

the Romen Empire, not only in Italy 1tlelf

* Sofeph. de B. Fud. lib, i, c. 10,
+ Wid. feét. 7.

T déid. c. 20. Fofephus faysy they left the City, as thofe
who can {wim leave a Ship that is finking.

| Fofph de B. Jud. lib. iv. c. g,
E 4 among[t
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amongflt the feveral Contenders for the Empire,

but more particularly in * Gaul and Gerinany s

and | Fefcpbus reprefents them cxactly as they
are foretold, Aztt. xxiv. 6. 7. This made the

Fews more 1nfolent and feditious, and haftned
thﬁ'lf Ruin: ForVefpafian being made Emperor,
A. D. 69. his Sen Titus was fent out of Egypt
with an Army to profecute the War 1n Fudea,
who having got together a2 numerous Army In
the Spring of the Year, 4. D. 7o0. laid clofe
Siege to Ferufalem a little before the Pafiover
againft which Time an 1mnumerable Company
of Fews were come hither from all Parts to the
Feaft, and were thut in and perifhed milerably
by Famine, Peftidence, and the Sword of the
Remais.

After T7ius had made himfelf Mafter of two
of the Walls of the City, and the Fews had
demolifhed the Ramparts which he had raied
to batter the inner Wall from; he refolv’d up-
on 2 Method to keep them confined in the City
on every {ide, and, if they would not {urrender,
to deftroy them with Famine. He therefore
ordered the whole City to be entrench’d, and a
Wall to be built all round 1t; and the Soldiers,
as foon as they received Orders, did with ama-
zing and almoft incredible Pains and Labour,
and, as | Jefipbus oblerves, as if animated by a
divine Impulle, in the Space of three Days en-

* Dion Xiphilin,
+ Irit. Pl Fud.
1 F¢f. Prol. B. Faud. and B, Fud, lib. 1v. ¢, 11, {edt, §.
hBb.v. c. 1. {eit. 1, 6.

! B’jﬂ.z’hbv C. 12,

p. 204, Swet, Ner. c. 40, alfoc. 42.

compafs
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compals the City with a Wall of thirty-nine
Furlongs; and bwlt thirteen Caftles in it,
which contained the Space of ten Furlongs in
Compais, and placed ‘Guards in them: And
hereby all Hopes were cut. off that any fhould
efcape out of the City.  Fofephus * relates in
Confirmation of our Saviour’s Words, 2bat now
there came upon the Jews Tribulation, fuch as was
not fince the Beginning of the World: For fuch
a bamine and Peftilence raged in the City, that
from the fourteenth Day of [ + Xamthicus) or
feventh of April, when the Siege began, to the
firft Day of [ Penemns] or twenty-fifth of Fune,
there were carried out of ene Gate only the dead
Bodies of no lefs than one hundred and fif-
teen thoufand, eight hundred and eighty poor
Perfons, who were buried at the public Ex-
pence, befides thofe who were interr'd by their
Friends and Relations. A little after fome of
the chief Men of the Fews, who deferted to
the Romans, related that fix hundred thoufand
Corples of poor Perfons had been carried out
of the Gates, and thrown into the Valley;

1 befides great Numbers of others that were
not taken an Account of. In fhort, the Fa-

mine was fo great, that a Bufhel of Bread Corn

¥ Rel. Fud. Prolog. and lib, v. c. 10. {e&, vd wayTay
o1 diaves ETuXipaTe wpss 7w led'aior nrlaclai por
Joxzt ratd gvvrersiv. Prolog.

t The Syro-Macedonian Month beginning the twenty-
fifth of Mareh, the fourteenth was really the feventh of
April; and {o the firlk of Panemus, which began the twenty-

hiith of Fune, was the twenty-fifth of Fuwe, and not the
firlt of Fuly,

I 7‘% B. ?'ffd. lib, v. ¢, 14, &, -,
Wag
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was fold for a Talent; and, at laft, they were
forced to eat old * Beafts Dung that had been
thrown out.

The Romans having made a Breach in the
‘Wall, and entered the City on the Side of the
Cattle Antoniz, Titus their General refolved to
{urround the Temple (into which the Fews had
fled) with his whole Army ; but the fatal Day
of its Defolation was already come; and on the
+ tenth Day of the Month Leus, which was
the third Day of Auguft, the Temple was fud-
denly fet on fire; and whillt it was all in
a Flame, the Soldiers fet up their I idolatrous
Standards on the holy Ground over-againft the
Eaft Gate, and there offered Sacrifices after
their Pagan Manner, and proclaimed 77¢ws Em-
peror.

On the eighth Day of the Month || Gorpieus,
or the firft Day of Sepiember, being the Day of
the Fewifh Sabbath, as § Xiphilinus tells us,
Titus took the upper City €, and was then ab-
folute Mafter of Ferufalein : And after the Ro-
mans had fatiated themfelves with the Slaughter
and Plunder of the 7aws, he commanded both
the City and Temple to be entirely demolithed
and levelled with the Ground, all but three
Towers and Part of a Wall. This was the

* Yof. B. Fud. lib.v.c. 13- {e&t. 7.

t Fef. ibid. lib. 6. c. 4. fe&. 5, 6, 7. Lous began the
2sth of Fudy.

I Fof- 1bid. c. 6. felt. 1.

| Gorgieus began the 25th of Augufi.

§ Dicn, wit. Vefpal. p. 205, edit. Steph.

§ ?.j: B. Fzd, b, vi. ¢. 10. Lib. vil. ¢, 1.

Com-
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Completion of our Saviour’s Prophecy concern-
ing the Y'emple of Ferufalem, thar nor one Stone
fhould be left upon another 5 and alfo of the City
particularly, that it fhould be laid even with the
Ground.

To thew more fully the unparalleled Mifery
and Sufferings of this accurfed Nation, Fofepbus
tells us, that 1n the whole War there were nine-
ty * feven thoufand made Captives, many of
whom were diftributed in the Roman Provinces,
and kept to be deftroyed  at their Shews and
public Games, by wild Beafts, and killing one
another ; and the younger Sort were condemned
to the Mines in Egypt, or were fold for Slaves.
This exaltly agrees to what St. Luke fays of
them: They fhall foll by the Edge of the Sword,
and fhall be led Captive into all Nations, chap.
xxi. 24. And the Number of thofe who were
killed and died during the Siege, was no lefs
than eleven hundred thoufand.

In the Interval preceding the Deftruétion of
the City and Temple of Ferufalem, there were,
as our Saviour foretold, not only #ars and Ru-
mours of Wars, as already oblerved ; but Fe-
mines, and Peftilences, and Eartbquakes, and fear-
ful Sights, and great Signs from Heaven : and many
falle Prophets arofe and decerved many, Matt. xxiv,
7. 11.

There was a Famine at Kome in the fecond
Year of Clandins Cefar, A. D. 42, mentioned

* %/ B, Fud.}ib. vi. . g.
T See Enfeb, Eccief. Hiff, lib. 1. €. 7.

by
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by * Dio. And in the fourth of Clandius, A. D.
+4. there was a great Famine in Fudea, fore-
told by Agalus, the Year before it happen’d,
Afs x1. 28. which continued above a Year, and
is related by 1 Fofepbus, and Eufebius. Petavius
miftook the firft Famine for the Second. Befides
Famine and Peftilence, there were allo Earth-
quakes in divers Parts of the Roman § Empire
in the Reigns of Clandizs and Nero.

Three Years before the Deftruétion of Feru-
felem, A. D, 67. Fofepbus || relates that there
was a moft violent Storm of Wind and Rain,
with continued Lightning and dreadful Thun-
der, and Bellowings of an Earthquoke. He alfo
mentions many portentous Prodigies about the
{ame time, or 2 Year or two before; as that
a § Siar appeared tin the Form of a Sword hanging
over the City s and a Coinet alfo blazed for a whole
Year: that alfo before Sun-fet there were [een
i the Clouds Chariots and Armies in Battle Array,
encompaffing all the Country, as they who faw
them did atteft. And that the great Eaftern
Gate of the Temple which was of Brafs, and which
fwenty Men were [earce able to fhut , and which
was alfo faftened into a Floor of Stone with Bolts
and Bars, was [een at the fixth Hour of the Night
by the Guards of the Temple to open of its owon Ae-

cord.

* Ejitom. Xiphilin, p. 138, Suct. wit, Cland, c. 18,

T dat. Fad, Wb, xx. ¢ 20 5. Enfeb. Chrony and Ecclef,
. Hif. Iib. 1. c. 12, |

T Grot. Aenot. ad Matt. c. xxiv. ver, 7.

| Bel. Fad. lib.iv.c. 4 left. s,

§ Ibid. lib, vi, c. 5. {e&. 3.

Some
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Some of thefe Prodigles are related by * %-
citus.  Fofephus T allo relates that many falfe
Prophets arefe and deceived the People, by per-
fuading them that they were fent to deliver
them from the Tyranny of the Romais 5 fuch
as Theudes, and feveral other Impoftors which
he mentions.

From the foregoing Relation it appears that
every Word of our Saviour’s Prophecy, of what
fhould precede and accompany the Deftruétion
of the City and Temple of Ferufalem, was ful-
filled by a Series of the moft extraordinary

Events that ever happened 1n the Downfal of
any Kingdom or People.

Thefe Events are related by the great and
moll faithful Few:/h Hiltorian, who lived at the
Time when they happen’d, and was a Witnefs
to many of them ; and alfo by the moft credi-
ble Roman Eiftorians. So that thefe Prophe-
cies, {o remarkably accomplifhed, are alone
{ufficient to convince any who will give Credit

to the Evidence of the beft attefted Hiftory,

that Yefus Chrift, who deliverd them, was a
true Prophet.

The next Prophecies which I fhall lay before
- you, are three or four of the moft remarkable
which relate more particularly to the State of
the Chriftian Church, and to the Deftruction of
both the Latin and Greex Roman Empire.
Though Chriff was fent from God to abolifh
by the preaching of his Goipel Superitition and

* Hift. Iib. v. c. 13,
1 Autig. b, xx. ¢, 5. Bel lib. 1t ¢ 13,

Idolatry,
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Idolatry, and all Impiety attending themi § and
to promote the Practice of true Religion and
moral Virtue ; yet as thro’ the Corruption of
human Nature, prone to Irreligion and Vice,
both Deifin or natural Religion, and alfo the
prior Revelation of Mpfes had been grofsly cor-
rupted by Superftition and Immorality both a-
mongft Fews and Geitiles; fo the pure and
truly divine Religion of the Gofpel, after it
had prevailed by the Force of its Truth, and
the Evidence of the Miracles wrought by the
firft Profeflors of it, over Fudaifin and Paganifm,
became 1n a few Years as greatly, if not more
oreatly corrupted than the State of the Fewifl
and Gentile Religion had ever been.

This can only be refolved into the "unfearch-
able Providence of God, who hath ordained
that the beft State Men can be put into in this
Life fhould be hable to Trials and Tempta-
tions: And the Confideration of the Inefficacy
of {o holy a Religion as is taught in the Reve-
lation of the Gofpel would be apt to tempt the
Profeffors of 1t to think that it was preached in
vain, if we had not been before acquainted by
the fame Revelation of all that Apoftafy and
Superftition, Wickednefs and Impiety that hath
and will abound amongft Chiiffians, till the
Time appointed by God f{hall come, that all
the Enemies of the Gofpel [hall perifh; and all
Nations fhall be converted and reform’d, and
Truth and Righteoufnefs be eftablifh’d in the
Earth.

St. Paul prophefied {2 Theff. 1. 3, &¢.] that
there would be mn the Chriffzan Church a great

Apoftafy
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Apoftafy or falling aways; and that an Auti-
chriftian Power would be revealed, which he:
calls the Man of Sin, and Son of Perdition. His
Chara&er 1s, That be oppofeth and exalteth bimfelf
ahove all that is call'd God, or is * worfhip’d, So
that be fitteth in the Temple of God fhewing bimfelf
(for 2 God, or) that be is God.  And now ye know
what with-boldeth, that be might be reveal’d in
bis- Time—e-be who letteth will let, uniid he be
taken out of the Way: and then fhall that wicked
(one) be reveal’d—even he whofe comig is after
the working of Satan with all Power and Signs,
and lying Wonders, and with all Decerveablenefs:
of Unrighteoufnefs in them that perifly becaufe they
receiv’d not the Love of Truth, that toey inight
be [av’d.

Another Charalter of this Man of Sin 1s
given by St. Pay/ in his firft Epiftle to 7i-
mothy, ch.iv. 1, 3. where he fays, he fhould
teach the Doftrines of Devils, or Doltrines con-
cerning Saint or Demon-worfhip.  Alo forbidding
to marry, and (commanding) fo abflain  from
Meats.

Now be pleas’d to obferve how the Prophet
Daniel defcribes this Man of Sin. He calls him
the King [becaufe he was to ulurp a regal Power]
who fhall do according to bis Will, and be fhall
exalt bumfelf and wmagnify himfelf above every Ged,
and fhell [peak marvellons Things againft the God
of Gods, and fhall profper till the Tndignation (hall

* Gr. seCacpo, 1. . ityl'd facred, as Kings and Emperors
were ; the Roman Emperor particolarly was call’d ¢geCasos,
Auguflus, ,

be
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be acconplifld.  Neither will he regard-——=the
Defire of Wowmen [or Wiwves, as.the Hebrewo Word
properly fignifies] nor regard any God, for be
will magnify bimfelf above all, ch. xi. 36, 37.
In ch. vii. 24. he 1s faid to be ¢ King, but diffe-
rent from all the others there before fpoken of,
becaufe he was to be a fpiritual King, though
ufing a temporal Power: And ver. 24. it s {aid
of him, He fhall [peak great W ords againft the moft
bigh, and flall wear out the Saints of the moft bigh,
and think to change Times and Laws, and they fhall
be given into bis Hand unttl ¢ Time and Times,
aind the dividing . of Time.

The remaining Features of this Man of Siu
I fhall give you from St. Fobn, Rev. xi.

After the Latin Roman Empire was diffolved
and dividéd into ten Kingdoms, call’d the Horns
of ¢ Beaft here, as in Damel vii. 24. and fo ex-
plain’d there: And 1n Rev. xvi. 12. St. Fobn
fays, the ten Horns are ten Kings [Kings being
put for Kingdoms in the Hefvew Idiom ) St. Fob:
adds, ch. xiil. 11. that be faw another Beaft come
#p citt of the Earth, aund be bad two Horns like o
Lainb, and [pake as ¢ Dragoiny and ver. 12. that
pe excicisd all the (diabolical) Power of the firft
Beaft before bim. This was the Power of the
great Dyagon or old Serpent, call'd the Devil and
Satan, who deceiveth the whole World, ch. xii. o,
which Power Ze gave to the Beaff, chap. xii. 2.
By this diabolical and tyrannical Power b¢ cau-
feth ihe Earth, and themn that dwell therein, to
woifhip the Dragon, ver. 4. and the firft Beaft,
ver. 12, that 1s, to obey the idolatrous Laws and
Decrees made by him; which is a dire¢t wor-

fhipping
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fhipping the Devil, who is the Author of Ido-
latry : And to eftablifh this Worlhip of the Beaft
and Dragon, 1. e. to eftablifh ldolatry by a tem-
poral Power, be doeth gicat Wonders—and decerv-
eth thein that dwell cn the Earth by the Means of
thefe Miracles which he bad Power to do in the Sight

of the Beaft, ver. 13, 14. Hence he s alfo call’d
the falfe Prophet, chap. x1X. 20. chap. xx. I0.
Again, ch. xi. 14. he caufeth an Tmege (or
Reprefentative) to be made of the Beaft (or Ro-
man Empire) and that all fhould be lill’d who

would not worflup bim, ver. 15. Another Cha-
ratter of this idolatrous Apoftate is, fhe is calld

the great Whore that fitteth wupon many Waiers,
[which St. Fobu explains to be People, and Mul-
titudes, and Nations, and Tongues, chap. xvil. 15.]
This Whore comiiitteth Fornicaticn with the
Kings of the Earth, and the Iubabitants of the
Larth are made drunk with the Wine of ber Hor-
nication, ch, xvit. 2. This I1s a very lively De-
{cription of a prevaiiing 1dolatrous Power (1do-
tatry being frequentiy ityPd Foriication in Scrip-
ture) he adds, ver. 4. The Weinan was arvay'd in
Purple and Scarlet Colowyy amd deck’d <with Gold
and precious Stones and Pearls, boving o Golden
Cup in ber Haid [ull of Aveininaticns and Fiithi-
nefs of ker Forwication. She rides upon the
ten-horn’d blaiphemous Beaft, ver. 3, 7. And
the Mark on her Forciezd, by which fhe is known,
is Myftery, Babylon the Great, Metker of Har-
lotsy and Aboissiations of ibe Earth, ver. 6. She
is drunken with the Blood of the Scints, aiud with
the Blood of the Mariyrs of Jefis : And to finuth
her Character, So¢ fitteth wpenn feven Mountains,

«f

vCr.
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ver. 9. and is that great City which reigneth over
the Kings of the Earth, ver. 18.

By this Time I imagine that you, who are
Judges of Portraiture, are ready to fay to me,
as the Poet faid to the Painter who had drawn
the Features of his Mifirefs to the Life; Enough,
bold, 1 fee the very Whore berfelf *,

You will tell me St. Fobn muit mean the ido-
latrous apoftate Papal Church, the Seat of

whofe tyrannical perfecuting Power is Rome,
the known Miftrefs of the World ; from whence
her abominable Impieties and ..::UPBI‘PEItIOl‘lS have
overfpread the Weftern Part of the Reman Em-
pire, In which this {piritual Whore rides upon
the Backs of Kings and Nations, who are de-
luded by her Fornication and Witchcrafts ;
and who has for almoft a thoufand Years laft
paft exercis’d not only diabolical Delufions, and
propagated the moft impious and atherftical
Doltrines ; but has engag’d more particularly
the Impenial Sword, and that of other Princes
to thed ¢2e Blood of the Saints, and of thofe true
Profefiors of the Gofpel of Fefus who refus’d to
drink of the Cup of her Abominations, or to
obey thofe Laws by which her Idolatry and
{piritual Tyranny over Conictence are eftablifh’d.
All this Is true and unqueftionable, and the
dAntichriftian Spirit and Power of Popery 1s in
the foregoing Writings of Dawiel, St. Paul and
St. Fobn, delcrib’d in fuch lively but aftonifhing
Characters as are beyond the Force of any hu-
man Eloquence to have exprefs’d, and which

® "Amiyels BALTO Yyep dvlir. Anacreon, O, 28. fin,
anfwer
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anfwer, or can be apply’d to no other Super-
ftition and Tyranny that ever appear’d in the
World. | -

But I beg Leave to obferve a few Things.
Could it ever have enter’d into the Heart of
Man to conceive without the Gift of Prophecy,
that the Chriftian Church, the Temple of the
innocent and holy Lamb of God fhould become
the Seat of the Man of Sin; who there, like
the old Dragon and Apoftate Angel, thould
defy and blalpheme the moft High, and exale
himielf above all that is called God, or Szcred
Majefty, that is, above all the Kings and Princes
of the Earth, who are in the Style of Scripture
call’d Gods; claiming an abfolute Supremacy
over the whole Church of Chriff, and fhewing
himfelf to be God, by granting Pardons and In-
dulgences, affuming Infallibility, and a Power
(which 1s the peculiar Prerogative of God alone)
over the Coniciences of all Men ; and demand-
ing the fame Worfhip and Obedience to his
Decrees, as if they were the Laws of the moft
high God? Nay, and as 1f this was not enough,
to affume and accept with a moft arrogant
Blafphemy the wery Title and Name of God,
and Lord God. 'Thus Moercellus, in the Name
of the Lateran Council, calls Pope Fulius the
Second *, another God upon Earth: And Pope
Fobn the twenty-fecond is call’d + owr Lord God :
And Pope Nicsles affum’d to himfelf the Title

® Alter Deas in terris. Concdl, edit. Bin, Col. Agrip, 101 8.

t Dominus Deus nofter.  Gloff. Extravag. hib, vi. ¢. 4.
Decret. Bonifac, VIIL.  Confiitnt. Clars, et Extrazag.

D) of
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of God, pretending it was given to the Popes
by Conftantine the Great ; and infifted from this
Title, that he was not ‘accountable to any hu-
man Tribunal, becaule * God conld not be judg’d
by Men. This Atheiftical Blafphemy ftands in
their authoriz’d Body of Canon Law.

In Confequence of this {piritual Supremacy
the Church of Rome has oppes’d and chong’d the
Laws of God both natural and reveald, by
making Celiibacy, and Abflinence from Meats, a
neceffary Part of Religion ; and to fhew far-
ther their not regarding either God or his Laws,
they have aflum’d the Pagan Power of canoi-
izing dead Men, and commanding them to be
worfhipped ; they have made Manzzim, Dee-
g:5u5 and Herces, as the Heathers did, and as
Deniel foretold, chap. x1. 38. to be worfhipped
as Protectors of Towns and Cities. This Su-
perfiition they have endeavour’d to fanchify by
the Name of the Doctrine of Holy Church, and
have fupported 1t by many Jing Wanders and
Miracies, as the Apoftles Pan/ and fobn pro-
phecy’d they would do. They have us’d all
Manner of Deceits to gain Converts, nvited
Men to drink their Poifon out of a Golden Cup
have ofter’d their Scar/er and Purple to allure
them: And when nothing elfe would do, they
have, by the Terrors ot their Anathemas and
Excommunications, inftigated and prevail’d on

* Satis evidenter oltenditur a feculari poteftate nec ligari
prorius nec folvi poffe Pontificem, quem conftat 2 pio prin-

c1pe Cﬂﬂﬁ'mrfu 0 Deum appeuatum nec PDlTe Deum ab ho-
minibus judicars manifeftum eft. Decrer, Part. 12, Difs

tind, gb. ¢. 7. edit. Lugdun. 1661, _
bigotted
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bigotted and deluded Princes to perfecute with
Fn‘e and Sword all thofe who bore Teftimony
to the Truth of God’s Word, and the pure
Gofpel of Fefus Chrift; and refus’d to fall down

and warﬁz.«.p the Beaft and bis Iinage, and to receive
bis Mark in their Forebeads, as St. Fobn exprefles

it, ch. xx. 4. Well therefore inight the Apo-
ftle, when be faw the Woman drunken with the
Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the
Martyrs of Fefus, wonder with great Admiration,
chap. xvu. 6. He might well wonder to fee
fuch a bloody perfecuting Power prevail in the
Chriftien Church; which hath arrogated with
horrid Blafphemy that facred Name to .itfelf
alone; nay, and ufeth the very Name and Au-
thority of Chrift, who came to [ove Mens Lives,
to deftroy his faithful Followers, who keep the
Commandments of God, and the Faith of Fefus,
ch. xiv. 12. Al this has come to pafs; and
yet the Eyes of her deluded Worfhippers are
not open’d, {o as fo repent of the Works of their
Hands, that they flonld not worfhip Demons and
Idols of Gold, and Silver, and Brafs, and Stoue,
and of Wood——neither vepent of their Murders,
wor of their Sorceries, nor of thetr Foruication,
nov of their Thefts, ch. 1x. ver. 20, 21.
Secondly, Can 1t be conceived that without
the Sp irit of Prophecy, St. Paul and St. Fobn
ﬂmu]fl forefee that the Roman Empire, which
was then in the Height of its Dominion, fhould
be diffolved and broken into zen Kingdoms betore
this Man of Sir, thisidolatrous and blafphemous
Beaft fhould be revealed? Yet the Accomplifh-
ment of this great Event is evident from the

F 3 Hil-
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Hiftory of the Latinz or Weltern Rowan Empire,
in which this Man of Sin, this myfterious, idole-
trous, and blocdy Whare, this Beaft ond falfe
Prophet was to appear. 1 fhall not trouble you
with the Hiftory of thé Rife of thefe ten Horns
or Kingdoms, into which the Weitern Roinan
Empire was broken and divided in the hfth
Century and after, which you may fee at large
in the * Hiftorians themfelves ; but I fhall fet
them before you in View, as follows:

1. The Kingdom of the Britains under Aure-
lius  Ambrofius, fecond Son of Conflantine,
who firlt revolted from the Romans. Au-
relius began to reign, 4. D. 481. accord-
Ing to the Saxon Chronicle.

. The Kingdom of the Franks in Gallic Bel-
g:m under Pharamund, A. D. 420 t.

3. The Kingdom of the Zifigotbs, or Weltern
Gotbs, in Gallic Aquitanic, and Part of Spamx
under Athaulpbus, A. D. 412.

4. The Kingdon of the Sweves in Gallicia,
under Hm}zmrfc, or Hermeric, A, D. 409,
or 412.

5. The Kingdom of the Vandals and Alans 1n
Africa, under Geiferic, A. D. 427.

6. The Kingdom of the Alans in Lufitania
(Portugal) under Ataces, A. D, 412.

¥ Thefe are the Chronicons of Ferome, Profper Ajuita-
zus, Vidsr Tununenfis, Joannes Adbbas, Idacius, Marcellinus
Comes, Zsfimus, Orofius, Jornandes, Sigonius de Reg. Italie
and de Occident. Imperio. Paulus Lmilius, and others,
f 425 Sax, Chron.
7. The
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2. The Kingdom of the Burgundians in Gal-
lia Sequanenfi, A. D. 409."- The firft King
uncertain.

8. The Kingdom of the Longobards, or Lom-
bards, under Audoin, after the Huns In

Pannonta (Hungary) A, D. 526. afterwards
under Alboin, at Pavie i Italy, A. D.

569.
0. TE’e Exarchate of Ravenna made the Seat
of the Weftern Empire, by Honorius, A. D.

425. and afterwards of the Gothic Kings in
Italy: So that this Province, and Rome

with 1ts Duchy, became two diftinct
Kingdoms.

10, Rome and the Kingdom of Italy, con-
quer'd b Odoacer, who dethroned and
bantthec Moinyllus Auguftulus the laft La-

tin. Emperor, 4. D. 476. and afterwards

~ conquerd by the Offrogozhs, or Eaftern
Goths, under Theodoric, A. D. 493, and
+ ended, 4. D. 552 ¥,

Fa The

* That the Reader may fully underftand how Rome and
1ts Duchy and Territories 1n Jraly, with the Kingdom of
the Offrogoths, whole Seat was Rawenna, became two diftinét
Kingdoms of the fourth Beaft of Daniel; it is to be obferv-
ed, that, during the Reign of the Gothic Kings in Iraly,
thofe Kings flill acknowledged the Right of the Greck
Emperors, and held their Kingdom of them ; though the
Greek Lmperors exercifed no Power in the Gotbic Kingdom.
So that the old Roman Empire 1n faly ftill {ubfifted 1n the
Greek Emperors ; who allo held the Provinces of Apulia and
Calabria under their Jurifdiction to the Year gb6g. when
they became {ubject to the Weltern Emperor, Sigon. de reg.
Italie, Iib.,vn. p. 317.  Paalus Diaconus tells us, that The-
odoric reigned at Rome with the Confent of the Grest Em-

peror



L 72 ]

The only Doubt about any of thefe King-
doms belnﬂr one of the ten praper Kingdoms,
into which the Latin Roman Empire was broken
and divided, 1s, I think, concerning that of the
Alnus in Lufitaiia, or Portugel; beeaufe this
Kingdom ended before the Commencement of
the Kingdom of the Longobards in the Roman
Empire, or before they fettled in Pannonia :
For it ended, etther when their King -Beorgor
was flain by Ricimer the Rowman General, A. D.
461, orin the Reign of Euaric, King of the
Vifiza:sbs, who conquer’d a great Part of Gaul
and Spain before 4. D. 484. ..

Thercfore fome have reckoned the Kingdom

of the Anals-Szzons n Britein, which began un-
ger he;rgg/* and Heifa, A. D. 449. to be one of
the ten Kingdoms. But, I think, this can
hardly be reckoned one of them, as not arifing
frem an Invafion or Congueft made upon the
Romans who lefe this Ifland, A4 D. 435. but
b"“l’lﬂ' eretted amoncrﬂ: the Britains, after they
had revolted from  the Romais , however, if
anv choofe to reckon the Szvor Kingdom in-
Ptc :d of that of the Alews, 1 fhall not difpute

Othprs h:ve reckoned a Kingdom of the

2153 but this Kingdom was ruined before that
of the Aleis by the O_/?ragaf.’:’.f who drove them
out of Faruciia, A D. 455. and they were
fuccecded there by the Lsugobards, A.D. z26.

peror Zezg, Hiik. 1ib, xv. p. 447. and in Acknowledgment
of tie Right of the Grech L“}?Erﬂra. the Kings of the

O;n-:r:ﬂrh Pcﬂmp"d the Effigies of the Emperor on one
Side of their Coins, and their own on the reverie.

The
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The ten Kingdoms were not completed till
the Rife of the Kingdom of the Lombards s
becaufe this Kingdom was certainly one of the
three which fell before, or were feized by the
little Horn, or Pope, and obtained by the Arms
of the Franks, Dan. vi. 8, 20, 24.

After this Divifion of the Romer Empire
into ten Kingdoms, the kitle Horn of Daniel
and fecond Beaft of St. Fobn was to appear; and
it was to be diverfe from the reft of the Horns,
or Kings (Dan. vii. 24.) becaufe it was a Spiri-
tual, Fcclefiaftical, or Epifeopal Kingdom, and
therefore 1t 1s faid to have Eyes, ver. 8. and it
was alfo to be invefted with a temporal Power,
to enable 1t to make War with the Saints, and to
prevail againdt them, for o Time and Times and
the dividing of Time, or half a Time, ch, vil.
ver. 21, 25. that is, for three prophetic Years
and a half, or 1260 Years, as St. Fobn explains
it, Rev. x1. 3, 12. ver. 6. compared with ver.
14, and by forty-two Months (of Years) Rew.
xiil. . |

Now this /Zittle Horn, or fecond Beaft, rofe,
A. D. 606, fourfcore Years after the Divifion
of the Roinan Empire into ten Kingdoms, the
laft being that of the Longobards in Pennonia,
A.D. 526, This Horn which had Eyes (or was
Epifcopus a Seer) and whofe Look was mare flout
(or baughty) than bis Fellows, Dan. vii. 20, was
Pope Boniface the Third, who obtained the Title
of Univerfal Bifhsp, by countenancing the Trea-
{on, Rebellion, and Murder that Phecas had
been guilty of, who, 4 D. 602. had flain his

Mafter
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Mafter the Emperor Mauritius, and ufurp’d the
Greek Empire.

By thus obtaining the Supremacy by an impe-
rial Decree over both the Eaftern and the We-
ftern Church, he was able to {peak great Words,
and to tyrannize 1n the Church. But his Power
was only iz Spirituals ; he was not yet a politi-
cal Horn or Beaft, nor able to war with the
Saints with a temporal Sword : But he got from
the Greek Emperor, the City of * Rome with
its Territories, 4. D. 727. this was one of the
Horis which hefeized.  Afterwards, 4. D. 753,
he got by the Arms of Pipin, King of France,
the Exarchate of Ravemna with all its Terri-
tories from Aiftulphus, King of the Lombards, for
a perpetual Patrimony to §i. Peter. So now he
had plucked up two of the ten Horns. The
Kingdom of Lombardy with its Territories was
the third Horn which fell before the papal Pow-
er, and was given by Charles the Great the

? Pope Gregery the Second caufed the Tribute which was
paid annually to the Grezd Emperors from Rome and Italy,
to be withdrawn from Les Jfauras on Account of his rejeét-
ing Imaze Worfbip. He excommunicated the Emperor as
an Heretic, and abfolved the People of ftaly from the Alle
giance which they had fwom to him, and feiz’d for St.
Peter, Rome and 1ts Termitories : This was 4. D, 527. The
Account which Sigorins gives is very remarkable : Gregorius
Pontifex Leomem Imperatorem pilorum communione: remo-
vit ac mox ftaliz populos Sacramenti, quo fe illi
obligaverant, religione exolvit: Et ne ei aut #ributum da-
rent, aut alia rattone obedirent, indixit.—— Jta Roma Ro-
manufgue ducatus a Grecs ad Romanum Pontificert propter
nefandam esrum Herefin smpietatemgus perwenit. De Reg,

lial, b, iu. p. 117, 118, 119

Son
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Son of Pipin, to Pope Hadrian, A. D, 774,
after he had taken it irom King Defiderius by
his Inftigation. Now the Popes reigned over
three Kingdoms, whole royal Seats were Rome,
Ravenna, and Pavia, and hence wore a triple
Crown.

Leo the Third, the next Pope, had like to
have loft all the Power which the preceding
Popes had gain’d: For the principal Men of
Rome charg’d him with many heinous Crimes,
and had very near affaffinated bim 1n the Church
of St. Stephen. Upon this Charles himfelf fum-
moned a Synod at Rome for his Trial, and was
prefent at the Meeting to hear Leo’s Caufe s
and atter his Accufers had produced their Charge
again{t him, Leo could not confute it, but de-
clared his own Innocency upon Oath, which
was accepted.

This was 4. D. 8oo. After this Leo thought
he could nat do Charles too much Honour for
the Favour he had thewn him, and for reftor-
ing to the Church its Sovereignty. He there-
fore refolv’d to renounce the Eaflern Emperor,
and to confer the fnperial Dignity upon Charles,
and to make him (as Sigomius expreffes it) De-
feuder of the Church. Accordingly, on the
Chrifimas-Day following, he folemnly crown’d
him Emperor of the Romans [which Dignity
Charles had a Mind to before] and having prayed
to God and /o the Saints, and the Imperial Dig-
nity bemg confirmed to him by the People, the
Pope anointed Charles s Emperor of the Ro-
mans, and his Son Pipin as King of Italy. Upon

this
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this * Sigonius obferves, That the Dignity of Em-
peior of the Weftern Roman Empire which bad
ceas’d in Momyllus Auguftulus, #be laff Em-
perery alinoft three bundred Years before [it was
really more than 300 Years, for Momyllus Au-
gufinlus was banifh’d from the Exarchate of Ra-
venna by Odoacer the Goth, A. D. 476.] was
veftor'd by toe Pope, that the Roman Church might
bave a Defender againft Infidels, Hereticks, and
Schifmaticks.

I fhall here take the Liberty to tranicribe a
Paffage . relating to the Point before us, from a
Moral Philofopher, I mean the great Sir Ifaac
Newion, who was the greateft Philofopher that
ever iv’d on Earth, and was alfo a true Belie-
ver of the Chriffian Religion, and was con-
firm’d 1n his Belief of the Truth of it from the
Prophecies of Scripture. He obferves that ¢ in
¢ a Differtation upon {fome Coins of Charles the
““ Great, Ludovicus Pius, Lotharius, and their
<« Succeffors, ftamp’d at Rome, there 1s a Draught
¢ of a Piece of Mofaic Work which Pope Lee
“ the Third caus’d to be made 1n his Palace near
““ the Church of %obu Lateran, in Memory of
‘“ his fending the Standard or Banner of the
<« City of Rome curioufly wrought, t0 Charles
“ the Greaty and which ftill remain’d there at
< the pubhihing of the {aid Book. In the Mo-
« faic Work there appear’d Peter with three
< Keys in his Lap reaching the Palliuin to the
““ Pope with his Right Fland, and the Banner of
“ the City to Chailes the Great with his Left.——

* 1LA. de reg. Tial. b av. p. 179,

“ The
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The three Keys in the Lap of Peter fignity
the Keys of the three Parts of his Patrimony,
that of Rome with its Duchy-——thofe of
Ravenna with the Exarchate, and the Ter-
ritories taken from the Lembards, both which
he had newly conquer’d. Thefe were the
three Dominions, whofe Keys were in the Lap
of St. Peter, and whofe Crowns are now
worn by the Pope ; and by the Conqueft of
which he became the Jttle Hern of the fourth -
Beaft. By Peter’s giving the Pallium to the
Pope with his Right Hand, and the Banner
of the City to the King with his Lef?, and by
naming the Pope before the King in the
Infcription, may be underftood that the Pope
was then reckon’d {fuperior in Dignity to the
Kings of the Earth.

«“ After the Death of Charles the Grent, his
Son and Succeffor Ludovicus Piys, at the Re-
quett of the Pope, confirm’d the Donations of
his Grandfather and Father to the See of Rese.
And in the ¥ Confirmation he names firft
Rome with its Duchy extending into Tufeany
and Campania  then the Excrchate of Ra-
venna with Pentapolis 3 and 1n the third Place
the Territorics taken from the ZLomberds.
Thefe are his three Conquelts, and he was to
hold them of the Emperor tor the Ufe of
the Church, entirely, without the Emperor’s
meddling therewith, or with the Junidittion
or Power of the Pope therein, unlefs call’d

* This Confirmation is recited at large in the fourth
Book of Sigonins de regno Htalie under the Year 817

theretg
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¢ thereto in certain Cafes. This Ratification
“ the Emperor Ludevicus made under an Oath;
« and as the King of the Offrogotbs, for ac-
< knowledging that he held his Kingdom of Zzaly
¢« of the Greek Emperor, ftamped the Effigies
¢ of the Emperor on one Side of his Coins, and
¢ his own on the Reverfe; {o the Pope made the
¢ like Acknowledgment to the Wefiern Em-
“ peror. For the Pope began now to coin
““ Money ; and the Coins of Rome ate hence-
«« forward found with the Heads of the Em-
“ perors, Charles, Ludovicus Pius, Lothariys,
«“ and their Succeflors on the one Side, and the
““ Pope’s Infcription on the Reverle, for many
“ Years *.”

Thefe remarkable Events are 2 moft evident
Accomplifhment, and certain Explication of
the Prophecies of the thirteenth Chapter of the
Revelations 3 and of {feveral Parts of the {eventh
Chapter of Daniel.  Here you may {ee plainly
the ten-horn’d Beaft 7ifen out of the Sea [the Ey-
ropeair Parts of the Roman Empire calld Ses,
as being full of Seas and Rivers] by the Divifion
of that Empire into ten Kingdoms. You have
alfo {een one of the Heads as 1t were wounded to
Death, ard Fis deadly Wound beal’d, ver. 3. This
was the principal Ceferecn Head of the broken
Romen Empire in the Perfon of Momyllus Ay-
gufiulys the laft Weffern Emperor, who was
depos’d and banifh’d by Odoacer King of the He-
vty A. D. 476, And this Wound was never

* Offervations upin the Proplecies of Danmiel, chap. vil.
p. 895, &7, 88, 8.

after
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after beal’d by the Revival of a 77flern Empe-
ror, till Charles the Great was made Emperor:
And he is the Image of the Beafi (or Reprefen-
tative of the old Roman Empire) which was
wounded by the Sword of the barbarous Na-
tions, who invaded, conquer’d and divided the

Empire or Body of the Beaft into ten King-
doms.

The fecond Beaft or papal Power, as you
have lhkewife {feen, commanded this Image to be
made, ver. 14. And the Head being thus beal’d,
vou fee how the fecond Bealt exercis'd all the
Power of the firft Beaff, ver. 12. by having the
three Kingdoms of ltaly confirm’d to him; and

alfo having the Imperial Sword itfelf at his De-
votion.

Therefore it is plain that from 4. D. 8oo.
the War with the Saints commenc’d by the /ittle
Horn in Conjunétion with the jirft Beaft who had
oiven him a #riple Crown, and allo fworn to
defend the papal Power with all the Forces of
the Empire. And as this Power of warring
with and prevailing againft the Sasuts, or all
who thould keep the Commandments of Ged, and
the Faith of Fefus, ch. xiv. ver. 12. and oppofe
the papal Tyranny and Impenal Decrees made
to {tipport it, was to lalt, according to Dawiel,
three Years and an balf 5 or, as St. Jobn explains
it, fortv-two Montbs, or 1260 prophetic Days, that
s, fo many Years; it hence follows, that this
perfecuting, idolatrous, and tyrannical Power
will not end or be entirely abolifh’d ull 4. D.

2060. when a great many other Prophecies will
begin to be fulfll’d.

The
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The Ground of the Miftakes of thofe learned
Men who have computed the Reigns of the
Beifts either from the Depofition and Banifh-
ment of Momyllus Auguftulus, A. D. 476. and {o
made them end A. D. 1736. or elfe from the
Rife of the Papacy in Boniface, A. D. 606. and
{fo make them end A.D. 1866. The Ground,
I fay, of thefe Miftakes 1s want of confidering
the Prophecy of Daniel concerning the /fistle
Horn, which 1s the {econd Bealt of St. Fobn
and alfo what St. Fobn fays concerning the firft
Beaff. It is evident from Dansel, that the Jittle
Hern was to be poflefs’d of three Horns or
Kingdoms before ke made War with the Saints,
and overcame them. Hear his Words: The ten
Horus out of this (fourth) Kingdom are ten Kings
that fhall arife : and another fhall rvife after them,
and be fhall be diverfe from the fif, and be fhall
fubdue three Kings.  And be flall [peak great
Ioids againft the moft High, and fhall wear out
the Saints of the moft High, and think to change
Times eind Laws: And they fhall be given into his
Hand, witil ¢ Tiine aid Times, and the dividing
of Time, ch. vii. 24, 25. Can any thing be more
clearly exprels’d than that zbe Hoirn which was
to rife after the ten Kings, was to wear out the
Saints, and have them given into bis Hand for the
Term of 1260 Years, denoted Jy & Tine, Times
cird belf, after he had fubdued three Kings?
St. Febu alfo plamnly fuppoles that the fecond
Beafl was to exercife the Power of the firff Beaft,
or to have a temporal Power in the Roman Em-
pire, and ‘o kea! bis Ieund by cauling an Inage
1o he maile o i, before he was able to caufe all
{o
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g0 be Fil’d who wonld not worfhip the Beaft, whofe
deadly (Vound was beal’d, Rev. xi. 12, 14, 15.
It is allo evident that the decdly Wound of the
Beaff was to be heald, before he had Power
given him fo smake War with the Saints, and to
gvercome them forty and two Months, 1. e. again,
1260 Years, The Words of St Fobu are:
Ard I few one of bis Heeds as it weve wounded to
Death 5 and bis deadly Wound was bealed : And
oll the World [or Earth) wonder'd after the Beafl.
And they worfhipped the Dragon [the Devil] whe
gave Power unto the Beaft, and they worfhipped
the Beafi—and there was given unto bim a Mouth
[peaking  great Things, and Blafphbewies; and
Power was given unio biin to continue [it thould be
render’d, to make War forty-two Months. And
be open’d bis Mouth in Blafphemy againft Ged, to
blafpbeine bis Name, and bis Tabernacle, and them
that dwell in Heaven, And it was given unto
bim to make War with the Saints and to cvcrcome
¢hem, ch. xul. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Hence it ap-
pears that the beginning of the Reign of A»-
tichrift (properly fo called) 1s fix’d with great
Certainty to A. D. 8oo.

Farther, it is obfervable that the great An-
tichniftian Beaft had fevenr Heads as well as ten
Horns.  Of thefe latter a fhort Explication will
be proper, in order to give you the full Cha-
rac¢ter and Delcription of 1.

As the Horns of the Beaft were political, and
denoted ten Kings or Kingdoms of the Roinan
Latin Empire, {o the Heads were political allo,
and reprefented the feveral various Governors

G and
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and Forms of Government which prevail’d from
the Beginning to the End of that Empire.
Let us hear how St. Fobn defcribes them, Apoc.
ch. 17.

The Angel fays to hum : I awill tel] thee the
Aftery of the Woman and of the Beaft that car-
s1eth bery which bath [even Heads and ten Horns,
ver. 7. The Beaft that thou faweft was, and is
act, aud fhall afcend out of the Aby[s (or Sea,
ch. 13. ver. 1.) and go tute Perdition : and they
who dzwell on the Earth, whkofe Names were not
wworitten 1 the Book of Life from the Foundation
of the World, fhall wonder (with Adoration, ch.
xiti. 8.) when they bebold the Beaft that was, and
is ity and fhell be ™ ver. 8. He adds ver. q.
The feven Heads aie feven Mountains on which the
Woinan fitieth.  And (ver. 10.) they are [even
Kings 5 five aie fallen and one 15y the other is not
yet come 3 and when be cometh be muft continue a
fhort Space.  And (ver. 11.) the Beaft that was
aiid is uot, eveir he is the eighth, and is of the
Seven, and goeth into Perdition. |

Ot the feven Heads who rul’d over the feven
Mountains or Roine the Head of the Latin Ro-
san Empire, we are told that five were fallen,
and oie exalted ; and the other, or feventh, was
not In being when St. Fobn wrote his Vifion
and when 1t came was to be of fhort Con-
unuance. There was alio to be an ejghth, like

* JEall Iz s the rendering of the Word rapécar, which
15 the true Reading preferv'd in all the oldeft and beft
MSS. and 1t is confirm’d by the preceding Words fball
aﬁfﬁzf, &¢.

onc
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one of the {even which had been, but then was

not. |
The Head which then was when St. ¥obn faw

his Vifion was the firlt Monarchical Head then
{ubfifting in Domitian. ‘The five which were
fallen and never reviv’d were, firft, that of zwo
Confuls * {et up in the Year before Chrif 508.

Secondly, The Diflatorial Government begun
in the Year before Chrift 498 +.

Thirdly, That of the Decemvir: in the Year
before Chrift 451 1.

Fourthly, Tribunes of the Soldiers, with Con-
fular Power, in the Year before Chrifft 443 |.
- Fifthly, The Second Trivmvirate in the Year
before Chrift 43. |
Thefe are all the feveral Heads or diftin&

Governors and Forms of Government in the
Roman Empire ; and we know of no more to
the Time of the Apoltle, and many Years

after.
Livy {peaking of the feveral Forms of the
Roman Government before the City was taken

by the Gaxls under Breanus in the Year 3267 after
the Building of it, and 1n the Year 390 before

* Liv. Hif. Wb, 1. p. 95. Edit. Lutet, Parif. 1573. Fol.
Dion Halicarn. lib. v. init.

+ Liwv. lib. 11. p. 120, Dien. Hal. ib, v. p. 338.

I Liv. lib. i, p. 194. Whole Words are ; anno trecen-
tefimo altero quam condita Roma erat, iterum mutatur
forma civitatis ab Confulibus ad Deccanwires, quemadmodum
ab Repibus ante ad Confules venerat, tranflato imperio. See
Dion. Hal, lib. 11. p. g7.

| Liw, lib. vi. suie, alfo hib, iv. p. 226. lib. v, p. 2)0.
Dion, Hal, lib. xi. p. 736. _

G2 the
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the Chriftian Ara mentions no more than the
five firfc above *. And Tacitus + epumerat-
ing the feveral Sorts of Government of the
Ruman State in the Beginning of his Annals,
mentions only the fame five with Livy.

That thele were five of the Heads of the
Reian Beaft cannot be reafonably doubted ;

and that the Second Triwmvirate was the {ixth
1s no lels evident.

The Firft Triumvirate of Fulins Cefar, Pompey, .
and Creffus, in the Year before Chriff 60 was
not a diftinét Government from the Senate and
People, whofe Generals § only they were, nor
did they aét independent of them. They feiz’d
indced by their Armies the Empire, but did
not form any new Government till Craffus be-
ing dead, and Czfar having routed Pompey
made himfelf King, tho’ he had not the Namej -
{o this fhort Reign of Cefar was the fame with
the firft monarchical Form of Government.

But the Second Triwmvirate was properly a
new Form of Government. Ofavius Cefar,
Antony, and Lepidus having the whole Power
of the Commonwealth in their Hands, agreed
amongft themielves, independently of the Senate

* Ab condita urbe Roma ad captam eandem urbem
Romant {ub Regibus primiurr ; Confultbus deinde, ac Difa-
toribes, Drcgmuirifgue ac Tribunis confularibus, &c. Lib, vi.
FRAAE R

+ Urbem Rowmam a prneipio Reges habuere; Liberta-
tem et Crrtdatum L. Brutus inftsgit o Diclature ad tempus
famebanitur; neque Decemviralis poteftas ultra bienniuin ;
reque Tribuncrum militer confalare jus diu valuit.

T See L. Flor. Rom, Hifl. lib. v, ¢ 2. Plutarch. wit,
Pomp. et Tul, C=far.

and
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and People, to rule the Romar Empire * to-
octher for five Years. And Plutarch fays, they
divided + the whole Roman Empire amongft them-
felves, as if it bad been a paternal Inberitance.
The five foregoing Heads were all fallen in
St. Febw's Time ; but the Seventh was then
Future. -

This, Mr. Whifton thought, was the Govern-
ment of five Kings at a Time (Effay on the
Revelation of St. Fobn, p. 118—122.) in the
Beginning of the fourth Century, viz. Galerius
Masimianus 3 Licinius; Maxentiusy Conflantinys
Masiminus.  But he 15 multaken, and it docs
not appear that the five Kings he mentions ever
properly govern’d the Roman Empire.

Licinius took upon himfielf no Power till the
Death of Galerius Maximianus who firlt made
him Emperor; and the others were for the
moft part at War; nor was the Government
fettled till Conflantine and Licinius, after the reft
were routed and dead, agree to divide the
Empire between them .

The feventh IHead therefore I take to have
commenc’d a little before, when the Empire
was divided {| between Coiyffantius, the Father of
Conftantine the Great, and Maximianus Galeriys,
(in the Year of Chriff 304) to whom 1t devolv’d
after Diacletian had abdicared ; and it lafted but

* See Liw. lib cxx, cixv, exxxi,  Flor, Iib. v, c. €.

+ Vit. M, Auton. p. g24.

1 Zos. Hiff. Rom. hib, 11, ¢. 9, 10, 11, 12, 17, 20y Aurela
Vig, EPJ;I'. C. 41.

| See Zos. Hiff. Rom. lib. 11, c. 8. Oros. Iib. vii, €. 25,
Aur. Vi&d, p, 411. gufd. Epit. p. 135, &,

G 3 A
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a little while, as St. Fobu relates in the Pro-
phecv . for Coiftantius enjoy’d the 1mperial Dig-
nity but about two Years: and Eufebius re-
markably cobferves, that this was the firf Di-
vifion ¥ of the Roman Empire ; which was now
divided into two Empires, Eaftern and Weftern,
and {o continued till Conflantine conquer’d Lici-
azius in the Year of Chrift 323.

‘There was indeed a Divifion of the Roman
Empire before between two Kings, when Mar-
cits Avrelius T and his Brother L. Verus go-
vern’d jointly ; and this new Form continued
but a little Time. But the other, when the
Empire was divided and govern’d not jointly
but {eparately by two Emperors was a more
remarkable Change of the Romean Government;
and more probably was that meant by St. j‘obn;
and one of thefe, I think, was certainly meant.

It 1s alfo very obfervable that St. Fobn faw
upon the Secven Heads, Names (which 1s the
true Reading and not Naine) of Blafpbeny, ch.
xnl. ver. 1. but he only {ays of the fen Horns

that they had Ciewns upon them. The Reafon

* Eulok, Ecclef. Hiff, Iib. viil. ¢. 13, p. 396. and No#, ibid.
and Zf?.: l‘b ll C. S.

T Marcues—Fratrem {fibi participem in imperio defignavit,
qeemn Lucium Aureliam Verum Commodum '1plel'W1t
C elaremque Augeftem dixit: atque ex eo pariter ceeperunt
rempublicam regere, tuncque primum Romanum imperium
duos Augufios habere ceepit, Ful. CFIJH'G! in p. 36. edit. 4to.
This was in the . lth Year of M. Autoninns, An. Ch. 107.
And Eusigtizs {ays of them, tunc primum Romnnarefpub-
lica duobus xquo jurc imperium adminiftrantibus paruit,
Cum uqu :;d eos fingulos femper habuiflet Auguftos.
b, v c. 5. See Chiftall's Travels in Turkey. p. 11,

of
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of this precife Diftinction is, that the feven
Heads or Forms of the Roman Government
were all 7dolatrous o and the Heads or Gover-
nors themielves were Pagan, and {upported
Pagan Idolatry, which i Scripture 1s fiP’d
Blafphemy. But the ten Horns were not all
idolatrous ; and fome of them profefs’d the
Chriftian Religion when they arofe 1n the Roman
Empire, and divided it 1into ten Kingdoms,
This thews the Reafon of the Diftinttion and
great Exactnels 1n the prophetic Vifion.

How could St. Fobn, without being conver-
{fant in the Roman Hiftory, fo precifely repre-
fent all the different Forms of Government
which had prevailed in the Romarz Empire be-
fore his Time, under the Symbol of {ix Heads
of a great Beaft ? and efpecially, was it poffible
for him, without the Spirit of Prophecy, to
defcribe two other Governments of that Em-
pire different from any of the preceding, when
it was to be divided firft between two Em-
perors in the fourth Century ; and afterwards
into ten Kingdoms in the fifth Century ; under
which laft chat great Beaft or renowned Empire
was to be broken to Pieces and wenz into Perdi-
tion, as the Apoftle relates ch. xvi. ver. 8, 11.
After this 1t was foretold that a fatal Apoftaly
and Antichriftian Tyranny fhould fucceed ; that
the Chriffian Church fhould turn Fhore and
commit Fornication with the Kings of the Earth,
or thould fer up an idolatrous Worfhip of De-
mons, Saints fo called, and of their Images ; and.
enforce the Adoration of them Dby cruel and-
fanguinary Laws. All which has been verity’d

G 4 n
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in the apoftate Church of Rome from the Begin
ning of its Rie to this Day; which hath made
the Inkabitanzs of the Earth drunk with the Wine
of ber Forimcetiony and is herelf drunken with
the Blocd of the Saints, and with the Blood of the
Meityrs of Jefus, ch. xvii ver. 2, 6.

The foregoing Explication of the prophetic
Vifion is ealy and natural, and agrees perfettly
to the Roman Hiftory 3 and the events wete o
fignal and momentous as highly deferved to be
the fubject of Prophecy. Thefe and others be-
tore related and explain’d, with all the reit
which are contain’d 1n the wonderful Book of
the Apocalypfe, are the Revelation of Fefus Chrift
which God gave unto bim, and which he com-
municated by an Awgel/ to his beloved Difciple
and Apoltle Fobn; and therefore they are an
undeniable Proof of the Divine Miffion and
Authority of Fefus Chrift.

Having prov’d the Accomplifhment of the
Prophecies relating to the Apofiafy of the Church
of Reme, and to the Judgments which God’s
Providence has {uffer’d to fall on the Chriftians
of the W efierin Part of the Roman Empire thro’
the prevailing Power of its Superftition and
Tyranny; I fhall trouble you with two other
Prophecies relating to the Judgments which
were to fall on the Chriflian Church of the Ea-
ftern or Greek Empire, and to the Diffolution
of that Empire, for their Wickednefs and Ido-
lacrv.

Thefe Prophecies are very emphatically called
WOES, chap. viil. 13. '

They
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They are both introduc’d with Sound of
Trumpets, which you will readily grant are No-
tices of /ars.

The firft Prophecy begins Chapter the ninth.

And the fifth Angel founded, end I faw a Star fall
from Heaven unto the * Earth, and to bim was
given the Key of the bottoinlefls Pit.  And be open’d
the bottowlefs Pit, and there arofe a Smoke out of
the Pit, as the Smoke of a great Furnacey and
the Sun and the Air were darkened by Reafon of
the Smoke of the Pit.  And there came out of the
Smoke Locufts upon the Earth y and unto them was
given Power as the Scorpions of the Earth [or
Land-Scorpions bave Power: and it was com-
manded them that they fhould not burt the Grafs
of the Earth, ucither any green Thing, neither any
{Fruit] Tree, but only thofe Men, which have not
the Scal of God in their Forebeads (1. e. who are
not Worfhippers of the true God, but have the
Mark of the Beaff and worthip him.) Aud 1o

them it was given that they fhould not kill them, but
that they fhould be tormented FIVE MON T HS.
And their Torment was as the Torment of a Scor-

* The Earth 1n thefe Prophecies generally fignifies the

corrupt idolatrons Chriffians 1n oppofition to thofe who are
{aid t0 daell in Heaven, or who worfhip the God of Hea-

awen, and who are Members of the true Church of Chriff,
and Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, Thercfore the Dra-

gon is {aid to be caff out into the Earth, ch. xi1. 9. The In-
habitants of the Earth and of the Sea arc oppos’d to thofe
avhs dwell in Feaven, ver. 12.  And the firft Beafl rofe out
of the Sea, and the fecond Beafl rofe out of the Earth,
ch. xiit. 1, 11, And they that dwell upon the Earth avorfbip
the Bealt, avhofe Names arc not avritten in the Book of Life,

of the Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World, ver. 8.
piok
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pioir when be friketh a Man—Aud the Shapes of
the Locufts were ke unto Horfes prepar'd unto
Battle s and on their Heads they bad as it were
Crowns like Gold, aud their Faces were as the
Faces of Men.  And they bad Hair as the Hair
of IWomen : and their Teeth were as the Teeth of
Lions.  And they bad Breaft-plates as it were
Breafi-plates of Iron, and the Seuind of their Wings
was oS the Sound of Chariots of inaiy Lorfes run-
ning to Battle.  Aud they had Tails like unto Scor-
pions aind Stings y and i their Tails they have
Poiser to burt Men FIVE (other) MONTHS.
Tlus 1s the true Reading of Verle the tenth,
Aud they bad a King ever them, which is the An-
ool of toe bottomlefs Pit, whofe Name in the He-
brew Goigue 15 Abaddon, but wn the Greek Tongue
Eis Naine is Apollyon (i. e. the Deftroyer.) Oune
VOL is paft, ver. 1——12. |

The foregoing Prophecy contains a beautiful
and very emphaccal Account of the Rife of the
Aohcminedan Impolfture, and of the Plagues to
be nflicted by the Saracens on the Chriffians
both of the Esffern and Weftern Empire for their
Wickednefs and Imsteties in having corrupted
the holy Religlon of the Golpel with Idolatry,
and leading nmunoral and ungodly Lives. As
the Dzvil by the Permiffion of Divine Pro-
vidence, had {et up a Papal Idolatrous Tyranny
in the Church at Rame, which had infeéted with
its Superftition and Herefy the whole Latin
Empire, and ipread its Abominations and Im-
pieties 1n the Church of the Greek Empire alfo,
over which 1t had aflum’d an Autichriffian
Power: So the fame apoffate Spirit, reprefented

by
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by a Star fallen from Heawven upon Earth, is per-
mitted to open the bottomlefs Pit, which is the
Sink of Impofture and falfe Religion. The
Smoke rifing out of the Pit1s an Emblem of the
pernicious Doctrines and deceitful Arts of this
Impofture ; and the Locufis are the Followers of
them.

The Locufts {ent forth are the Armies of the
Seracens, who came from Arabia, a Country
noted for producing Swarms of Loculfts.

The Locufts which infefted Zgypr were
brought thither by an Eaft Wind from Arabia,
Exod. x. 13. and by a Welt Wind were driven
back into the Red Sea, ver. 19. And Arabie
lay Eaftward of Zgypt. The Arabians are call’d
the Men of the Eaft, as living Eaftward alfo of
Fudea y and their Armies are compar'd to a
Multitude of Loecufts, Jud. vi. 3. chap. vii. 12,
And Locufts were always {o pernicious and de-
ftruétive of the Fruits of the Earth, wherever
they came, though they were not able to 4i//
Men, that Pliny * fays they were thought to be
Plagues fent by Divine Vengeance.

They are faid to have a Kng over them, who
was call’d Apollyon, or the Deffroyer. This is
the King of the South 1n Daniel, who was to.
pufh at the Roman King or Empire, but not to
overthrow him; that Work being referv’d for
the King of the Nerth, Dan. xi. 40. And this
fhews that the Saracens were to have a King who
was to be invelfted with temporal Power, as

* Deorum irz pellis ea intelligitur, Hift, Nat, lib. xi,
€ 29, | |

well
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well as to be the Head of their Religion. The
firlt King was AMchammed, commonly call’d
Mabomet, who was the Founder of this falfe
Religion, who taught his Diciples that fince
Miracles had faiPd, they fhould propagete the
Faith with the Sword.

The Saracens are more particularly pointed
out in the Prophecy by Locufts having Crotwus
on their Heads, which fignify their Mitres or
Turbans in the Form of Kaftern Crowns: and
wearing loing Hair like Women, as they were
known to co; and therefore are call’d * & /ong-
baird Nation. |

I thall not trouble you with any farther Illu-
{tration of the Properties of Locufts, which an-
{wer exaltly to the prophetic Defcription of
them. But as there can be no Doubt that the
Arabiaus or Saracens are meant in the Prophecy,
I {hall proceed to thew how what 1s faid of them
was exaltly fulfil’d in their fudden and wide
extended Invafions and Conquefts made both in
the Eaftern and Weftern Parts of the Romar
Empire, moit aptly and elegantly compar’d to
the Flights of vaft Swarms of devouring Lo-
cufts, and their overfpreading the Face of a
whole Country.

The Power given to thefe Locufts is, that
they fhould not %#/, but only torment the Men
who had not the Seal of God 1n their Foreheads;
that is thole who had forfaken the true Wor-

* Ferems defenibes them,  Crinitis vaitatifque capitibus.
. Malchi.  Appen. ad Tom. 1. p. gz, And Pliny{ays
of them, “ Arabes mitrati degunt, aut [read et] inton{q
e Hifl. Nae, lib. vi. c. 28,

1 1 |

ﬂlip
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thip of God, and had corrupted the holy Faith
of Fefus with the 1dolatrous Worthip of Images
and Relics, of Saints and Angels. |

However they were not to * £/ them ; that
is, they were not to deftroy ecither the Eaftern
or Weftern Empire; but only to invade and
conquer many of the Provinces of both, and
keep them under a miferable Slavery worfe than
Death itfelf. Therefore it 15 faid, ver. 6. I
thofe Days fhall Men feck Death, and fhall not find
it ; and fhall defive to die, and Death fhall fiee frous
thein,

The Time of the Chriftians being tormented
by the Maboinetan Saracens, 1s {aid to be for
five Months, and again for jfrve Months; that
1s, for ten prophetic Months, or 300 Years: A
Day 1s reckoned for a Year, and a2 Month 15
thirty Years, as all agree, who are the leaft ver-
led 1n the Style of the Prophecies. Thefe ten
Months are divided into five Months and five
Months, to preferve the Decorum of the Sym-
bol, and to reprefent the Lives of Locyfs,
which hve only + fve Monthsy for they are
bred in the Beginning of Spring, and they dic
in the End of Summer; {o the five Months of

* An Empire is properly {aid to be 4/°d, when the ca-
pital Scat of it is taken; and the Emperor himfelf ertircly
fubdued, and his Government s difiolv’d and ceafeth, But
tho' many Parts of an Empire may be conquer’d, the Em-
pire 15 il 2we and {ubfifts, whilit the Laws and Govern-
ment of 1t remain, and are cxercis’d over 2 principal Pait
of 1t ; and the Seat or Mciropolis is not {ubdued.

t See Ariflot. Hift duimal, ib. v. ¢. 28, Plin. Hif, Nat.
Iib, xi. ¢, 24.

their
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their Lives arc April, May, Fune, Fuly, and
Auguft. Now the Time of thele Saracens, and
their Power of tormenting Chriftians by the juft
Judgment of God is to be reckon’d, as that of
the Papal Tyranny is, from their ﬁr{’t invading
them with a_temporal Power, or making War
againft them, and bringing them under their
Dominion : And the Time of their Dominion
and Power of tormenting was to ceafe, when
the temporal Power of the Califf who was the
Centre of their Union, was taken away and de-
ftroy’d ; in like Manner as the Power of the
Wbm and Beaft at Rome fhall ceafe when the
Pontiff {hall be ftripp’d of his temporal Power;

which St. Fobi exprefles by making the W hare
naked, and eating ber Flefh, and burning ber with
Fire, Rev. xvil. 16.

It is very obfervable that the two Autichrifs
or Popes, one 1n the Weftern or Latin, and the
other in the Eaftern or Greek Empire rofe near-
ly at the fame Time. A. D. 606. Boniface the
Tma obtain’d of Plocas, who had rebell’d a-
gainft his Mettor the Emperor Mauyitins, and
flain ! him, and ufurp’d the Greek Emplre the
Title of zwiverfal Bifhop, and {upreme Head
both of the Eaftern and Weftern Church. And
by an Imperial Decree he took upon him that
blafpheions Name, which his Predeceflor Gre-
gory the Great, when Fovn the Patriarch of
Conftantinople would have aflum’d 1t, did in an
Epittie openly condemn as the Invention of the
firff Apofate, end the Mark of Antickriff. Two
Years after this, A. D. 608. Mobammed or

- Mabomnet
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Mahoinet, proclaim’d himfelf to be the Prophet
of God, and began to preach his falle Religion *.

In the firft Year of the Hegira, or of his
Flight from 2eczc xo Medina, whence his Fol-
lowers computed their Years, and which com-
menc’d cn Friday the 16" Day of Fuly, A. D.
622. Mobaimmed deiverd the military Stan-
dard to his Uncle Hamza, 1n order to defend
and propagate his Religion by Arms. And in
the {fecond Year, A. D. 623. he made War up-
on the People of Mecca. In the fixth Year of
the Hegira, A. D. 627. Mobammed was inaugu-
rated under a Tree as the Prophet of God; and
hence began the Saracenic Empire. The Time
of his Government was fpent in making Wars

and Congquefts upon the Fews and idolatrous
Arabians 3 and in the Space of ten Years or lefs,
he had brought the greateft Part of Arabis Fe-

lix under his Dominion, and had converted the
People from Idolatry and Paganifis to his Re-
ligion. :

‘The Chriftians were not yet invaded, -or be-
oan to be tormented.  After the Death of M-
bammed, T Abubecer, his Father-in-Law, whe .
was the frflt Calif, in the twelfth Year of the
Hegira, A. D. 633. fent forth an Army under
Abuobeida o mvade Syrie, which was a principal

* Elmacin, Hiff. Saracen, edit. @ Thom. Erpen. Lug, bat.
1062c, p. 3. Abunazar and others, apud Hottinger, Hift,
Oricnt, p. 318, Abul Plarajii Hiff. Dynaff. edit, Poceck.
Oxon. 1603, dbul fed wit. Mobammedis edit. a Gagnicr
Oxon, 1723, cap. Vi, Abul Plaraj. Specimen, it dral,
edit, Pocock.

T Elwacin, p. 20. Abil-Pharaj. p. 109.

Pro-
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Province of the Greek Empire. The Calif
conducted the Army himfelf out of Arabis-to
the Borders of §yriaz: And when he left them
to the Conduct of their General, he gave them
this remarkable Charge: Jf, fays he ¥, y¢ e
Conquerors kill no Children, nor old Men wnor Wo-
cneiry [poil not Groves of Palm Treesy nor burn
the Corny mor cut down Plantations of Fruit
Tieess flay wo Cattle, but fuch as you fliall kil]
for Food.

How furprizingly does this agree to the
Command in the Prophecy to the Locufls, {ent
forth to torment Men ? who, though it is their
natural Property to devour the Fruits of the
Ground, are commanded, That they fhould not
buit the Grafs of the Earth, neither any green
Thing y neither any Tree but only.thofe Men who
bave not the Seal of God in their Forebeads. 'This
{hews that their Wars were to be of a religious
Nature, to propagate the Doétrine of their Co-
ren.  And therefore they did not lay walte the
Countries which they conquer’d, but treated
thofe who embrac’d their Religion as Brethren,
and let them enjoy thelr Property free from
Tribute ; and thofe who refus’d their Affent to
Mobaimiedifin, or to become Muffulmen, they
fubjected to Tribute only.

When Heraclius the Greek Emperor heard the
News of the §aracens invading Syria, he {um-
mon’d his Council, and told them +, That this

s Ociley of the Conqueft of Syria, p, 25, Eutych. Pa-
triarch. Zwex. Arnal, ‘Tom, i p. 229,

+ Ockl. ibid.
7:{@’3'.
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Sudgment was come upon thein, becanfe they kad
#ot obey'd the Precepts of the Gofpel.

Abztbecer died foon after this, A. D, 634. and
was fucceeded by Omar, who was the frft who
was call’d * Emperor of the Faithful. His Army
under Chalid conquer’d feveral Parts of Syria,
and took Damafcus the Capital of Cele-Syria in
Fuly + A. D. 635. and the next Year Phzuicia
and Cele-Syria was all fubdued. For, after
the takmo- of Darnafcus, the Roman Emperor
rais’d a pmdwlous Army, which confifted of
two hundred and forty thoufand Men, wha
march’d againft the Saracens in order to reco-
ver Syria, and fought them at the Rivér Zer-
motck. The Saracens, though no more than
thirty-fix thoufand in Number, gai’d a com-
plete Viftory ; and with the Lofs of four thou-
fand Men only flew an hundred and fifty thou-
fand Chriftians of the Roman Army, and took
forty thoufand Prifoners. Upon this Viétory
all Phanicia and Cele-Syria fell into the IHands
of the Saracens 7.

‘This fatal Battle of Yermouck was fought in
November || in the fifteenth Year of the Hegzm,
A. D. 636. And hence the Apocalyptical WOE,
and the Date of the Tgrment of the Cbrg'/}fzzm

for 00 Years began, when the Mobammeden

® Elnacin; lib. 1. p. 30. A’énf-Pf.'muy p- 110,

T E?mzzfm, hb. 1. p. 25. Abul-Pharaj. p. 1124 Eutychs
Annal. p. 279, 280. tom, 1.

T Ock. p. 241. Cedren Compend, Hilk. p. 350, Elmacin,
fup, Paul. Dar lib, xviit. p. 595,

W Elnacin, Qcki. Jup. .
H Cahf
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Calif 1&1gn’d over the Chriffians at Dzzmaﬁ:us,
where he now fix’d the Sedat of his Empire.

In the Space of two Years after this the Sz7a-
ccis conquer'd Ferufelem, and all * Paleftine,
and all the upper Syria alfo, having beat an-
other great Army of the Romez Emperor,
which was fent to raife the Siege of Anriach.
They likewife conquerd the Metropolis of
Perfiz, A.D. 637. and reduc’d a great Part of
that Kingdom under their Dominion. . In the
c**‘rhteenth Year of the Hegira, A. D. 639.
the Army of the fame Cahf Omar beat the
Forces of the Emperor Heraclivs in- Egypt ;
and took Mefra or Kairo; and in the End of
the néxt Year reduc'd Alexandria after a Siege
of fourteen Months; and the fame Year con-
quer’d the Lidyan Provinces of Zgypt 1. |
~ The Year following A. D. 641. the Saracens
conquer’d all the Provinces of Mefopotamia, Ar-
wenia, and Afyrie ; and fubdued the remajning

Provinces of PErﬁf and laid a general Tax
upon all the conquer’d Provinces |,

Thus you fee how foon the Saracens over-
{pread the Rosan Provinces in Afia and Lgypf,
111~.ﬁ Locufts with the Wings of their Armies.
But flying out of the Bounds, fet thern by Pro-

* Elracin, hibo1. p. 26, Cedren. p. 3¢1.  Paul: Diac.

Lib. xviil. p. 596. Eutjeh. Aunal. tom. 11, p. 284, Abul-
“Pharaj. p. 112, -

t .Efrrﬂcf.«f jup Sals’s Laves of famous Men of the Eaﬁ

itE.‘!ﬁ:ﬂ{fﬂ. P- 27, 3, 35. Abul-Phay ﬂﬂ jﬂp EH{}’fb
Annal. tom. il P 3 310. 31Q.

| Elmaciz, fup. Abal Pharaj. fup. Cedren. p. 353. Paul,
Digean. b, xitl. p. 598, Sigon. de Reg. Ital, lib. 1. p. 74,

vidence,
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vidence, and -endeavouring to 4/ when theit
Orders.were only to forment. the-Gréeck Empire,
they had like to have met with a fatal Difafter:
For, in the 52d Year of the Hegira; A, D. 672,
the Calif Muavias having {ubdued.:Arr1ca fent
his Son, Fezid with an Army -of an hundred
thoufand Mer. to befiege Conflantinople, the Ca-.
pital of the Greek Empire, intending to make
it thie Seat of the Saracenic Kingdom. But this
Metropolis of the-Greek Empire was-deftin’d by
Providence for the fecond W O E. following,
which was fo kil thé third Part of Men by a to-:
tal’ Deftruétion of the Greek Empire, the third
Kingdpm of Daniel’s Prophecies.

~The Saracens therefore, though they befiee’d
Couflantinople for feven Years together, and had
many Battles with the Greeks before it, were:
always repuls’d and beaten; loft a great Part of
theéir Army by Famine and Peftilence ; their
Eleet was fhatter’d to pieces with Storms; and
they were forc’d to return with great Lofs and
Difetace to Daiafcus *,

- They-had no bétter Fortune when they be-
fiep’d it afecond Time, when + Soliman was Calif
in the ninety-eighth Year of  the Hegira, A. D.
116, * For they were only, as Dansel had fore-
told, o0 pufh at and wound the Greek Empire,
but fot to overthrow. it, ¢h. x1. 4o0. '

Annal. Hib. xiv. o , |

t Abul-Pharaj. p. 130, Cedren. p. 371. FPaul, Diac,
lib. xxi. p. 667, 668. Zonar. Anual. lib, xv. p. 101, Regg
acric, Xim. Tolet. p. 15, ’ |

H =2 In

* Elmacin, p. g’gq, b, Cedren. p. 3¢9, 360. Zorar,
9, Q0. |
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In the 145" Year of the Hegira, A. D. 762.
the Calif Almanfor * built the City Bagdad, and
it became the Seat of the Caliphs. This latter
Seat of the Saracenic Empire, and the Conquefts
they made after in the Weftern Romar Empire,
feem to be meant by the Zails of the Locufis,
with which they were to have Power to tor-
ment Men five other Months.

The Saracens having conquerd Spain and
Part of Gaul from the Goths and Sueves +, they
turn’d their Arms to Ifaly, and the adjacent
Provinces, and tormented their Brother Beaft
the Roman Antichriff. For in the 213 Year
of the Hegira, A. D. 828. they {eiz’d upon §i-
tily, Celabria, and other Parts of Ifaly, and.
plundered many Towns which they took f.
And fome Years after A. D. 846. an Army of
them came in a Fleet out of Africa, and march’d
up to the very City of Rome, and plunder’d
the Churches of Peter and Paul, which were in
the Suburbs, of all their Riches and precious
Ornaments . And from this Time to A. D.
§69. they had poffefs’d themielves of all Lom- .
bardy, which was the Pope’s Terrtory, and
made Inroads to the very Gates of Rome.

But Roine could not be fubdued by them, be-.
caufe it was given to the Roman Califs, and was

* Elmacin. p. 122. Abul-Pharaj. p. 141. Eutych, An-

zal. tom. 1. p. 399. He was the fecond Calif of the Fa-
mily of Abbas, which fucceeded that of Ommias.

+ This was A. D. 711. or 717. according to Sigon,

1 Cedren. p. 421. and An. 841. they infefted Apafia and
Cam;‘nnfa. Sr’gﬂ?:. dfﬂfg. Ital. lib. v. p- 211.

| Cedren. p. 474, 475. Sigon. de Reg. [tal. lib, v, p. 213.
the
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the Seat appointed by Providence for the We.
ftern Beaft to exercife his Cruelties upon the
Chriftians of the Latiin Empire, as the Saracenic
Pope was to torment the Chriftians chiefly of the
Greek Empire. The Saracens did not therefore
keep long their Conquelts in Iraly, and were
driven out of almoft every Part of it, A. D.
15 ~.

? The Saracenic Empire, under the Califs, be-
oan to decline A». Heg. 298. A, D. gro. ll
which Time the Califs had the f{upreme Power
over the whole Empire, both in temporal and
fpiritual Affairs.  But after this the feveral
Prafelts began to fet themielves up for Kings
i the feveral Provinces committed to their Go-
vernment. In the 300" Year of the Hepira,
A. D. g12. the Praefett of Spain, Abdurrbaman
Nofir Lidinillo, was the firft who fhook off
his Allegiance to the Calif, and was proclaim’d
+ Emperor of the Faithful: Others, who rul'd
over other Provinces, follow’d his Example;
and in the Space of twenty-four Years the Calif
was divefted of all his temporal Power.

For, in the 324™ Year of the Hegira, A. D.
935. the Calif Arradis Billa T being befet with
War on every Side, was forc’d to refign all the
temporal Power which was left him in Babylonia
and Chaldea to the Governor of Chaldes. And
the Arabian Riftorian || Elmacinus oolerves, that

® Sigon. de Reg. Ital. ib, v1. p. 279, 280.

1 Elmacin. p. 2306.

{ Elmacin. p. 2v4, 255, Abul-Pharaj. Dyrafl. ix. 7. 199.
| Elmacin, 1ib, 1l p. 255,

H 3 10
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in the Beginning of the 325" Year of. the He-
giva, which commenced on the 1g9th Day of
Noveiber, A. D. 936. the World, as he eX-
prefles it, was got into the Hands of the feveral
Princes who had made themfelves Kings of
the Countries they had been fet over by the
Califs, and reign’d in their own Right. The
Calif was ﬁr1pp’d of all his temporal Power,
and had nothing left him but Bagdad, where
ne iv’d only as a mere {piritual Pope or Pre-
late.

Now, with the Abolition of the Power of the
Calif, ended the 300 Years of the Locufls tor-
aenttiig Men: And the Prophecy was fulfill’d
not only to @ Year, but to a Momh. It com;
menc’d in November, An. Heg. 15. A. D. 636,
when the fatal Battle of Yermouck was fought,
and was fully completed in November, An. Heg
325. A. D. 936, And henceforth the Saracens
by the Divifion of their Empire, and by mutual
Wars amongft themfelves, loft ail Power of
dorineiting the Greek Empue any longer ¥,

For, immediately after this, the Rasan Em-
perors gain’d Ground upon the Saracens, as both
Arcbian and Chrifiian Hlftouans agree. They
prefently feiz’d many + Provinces in Me fopam-
iwia, Media, Armenia, and Syria, out of their
Handa, all in the Space of ﬁx Years, An. Heg.
331. A. D. 942. And by degrees recoverd

* Cedreie, Comp. Hiff. p. 633. Zonar. Amal. hib. xvil.
P 255

t Cedren. and Zomar. fup. Elmacin, Hifl. Saracen. lib. n,
p. 267, Aidd-Plargj. p. 207,

both
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both # Cale-Syria and the upper Syriz from
them, and many other Provinces of the Greek
Empire : They beat their Armies, burned their
Cities, and made many Prifoners ; and the Sa-

racenic Empire continually . dechn’d rll it was
finally deftroy’d by the Turks.

I beg leave to make ong Ob['ervatmn more
npon the preceding Prophecy. It is, that as
the Papal Antichriftian Power sofe not in the
Weftern Empire till after 1t was diffolv’d and
divided into ten Kingdoms; fo on the contrary
the Mbbaimmedan Anuichriftian Power of :the
Califs ceas’d when the Saracenic Empire was
divided into ten Kingdoms alfo. The ten Sa-
racenic Kingdoms, as ” reckon’d by EZ:‘JH?EI;IFJ‘,
(fib. 1. p.2 55) are as'follows:

1. Bafra, Wafit and Abwaz, 1. €. the ftony
and .defert Arabia, Cheldec and Sifiana,
under Abu-Abdallab Baridens, and his Bro-
thers.

2. Perfie and Media under Amaduddanles,
the Son of Bojas the Dailamite, and Waf-
makin Brother of Maordawigus.

2. .Mﬂzy‘ la, Diarrebia, and Dzar&emz, that i,

Syria, A’_ﬂjﬁa, Mefopotamia, and Armenia,
under Saifuddanlas, one of the Sons of
Hamadan.

4. Egypt and Cele-Syria, under Mohamined
Achsjid, Son of Taag.

* Elmacin. lib, 1. p. 280, 284, 286. Abul-Phoraj.
p. 207. Cedren. p. 539, §40. Elmacin. p. 290, 291,
Cedren, P. 548, Zonar, drual. lib, xvi. p. 204. 209.

H 4 5. The
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The Provinces of Africa, under Cajism Son
“of Mazhad

6. Spain, under the Sons of Ommias.
. Clorafan, that is, the old Baflvia and Aria,

under Nefri or Nafir, Son of Abmed the

Sain ant’l e,

8. Famama, Babraina, and Hagjara, that i 1S,
Arabia Felix, as far as the Perfian Sea, un-
der Taber the Caramite.

g. Tobriftan, and Giorgia, that Is, Hyrmzw
and fheria, under the Dﬂf’ﬂmzt&f

10. Bagded, with its Territories, under the

Calif Airadis and Mbobkamined, the Son of
Raipe.

I proceed to the Prophecy of the fecond WOE,
which I fhall thew, in as few Words as may be,
to have been fulfill’d by the Conquefts of the
Turks, and their Deftruttion of the Greek Em-

ire.
g As the Seracenic Power 1s call’d by Dawicl
[chap. xi. 40.] ke King of the South, becaufe
Aratia, where it rofe, lies fouthward of Fudea
So the Tirkifl: Power is by him call’d the King
of 1he Nei ‘:5., becaufe the Country, from whence
the Tzrks came, hes North of Fudec. Of him
Dauniel propnecy’d, That be fhould come againft
L 7. e. againft the Reman Empire immediately

efore {poken of | like o Whirlwind, with Cha-
ri0is i with Hovlenen, and with many Ships
sil be fiall enter into the Conniries, and fhail
cverjiow and pafs over.

This is piainly a more terrible and deftruc-
zive WOE, and 1s more fully and folemnly ex-

plan’d
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plain’d by St. John, who fays, The fixth Angel
founded, and I beard a Voice from the four Horns
of the golden Altar, <which is before God, faying to
the fixth Angel, which bad the Trumpet, Loofe the
four Angels which are bound in the great River
Euphrates; and the four Angels were loos’d who
were prepard for an Hour ond a Day, @ Montk
and o Year, to flay the third Part of Men. And
the Number of the Ariny of the Horfewnen weve two
bundred  thoufond thoufand [i. e. a- very great
Number] and I heard the Nuinber of them.—
By thefe three (Fire, Sioke, cid Brimfope) was
the third Part of Men KIL L D, Rev. 1x. 13,
14, 15, 16, 18. |
There are two obfervable Differences between
the two W O LS.

You may obferve that the Power of the firf:
“WOLE i1s not imited, but general; and therefore
it was extended over the Weffern Parts of the
Roman Empire, over Afiica, Spain, Gaul, and
Italy, as well as over the Eaffern Parts or the
Greek Empire. But the fecond WOE is con-
fin’d to the third Part of Men, that 15, to the
third or Greek Empire, which 1s the third King-
dom of Dawniel’s Vifions ; and which allo chieﬂ_y
exifted 1n Afia, the third noted Part in the old
Divifion of the World,

A fecond Difference 1s, that in the firft WOE
the Locufis are exprelly commanded not fo ki,
but only to ferment Men: But in the {econd
WOE the THIRD PART of Men are to be
kill’d. ‘Therefore as the firft WOE was fulfill’'d
by the Seracens, who conquer’d many Provinces
of the Reian Empire, and made them tribu-

tary
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tary to them, without being able to deftroy the
Empire itdelf by conquering either’ Rome che
firft Seat, or Conftantinople the {econd Seai of
that Erapire, and which 1s more immediately
concern’d 1n the Prophecy before us: So the
fecond WOE muft have been fulfilPd by a
Power which fucceeded that of the Saracens,
and was to put an End to the Greek Empire,
by the entire Conqueft of it, and making Con-
ftantincple, the Capiral of 1t, the Seat of another
Empire. This undoubtedly muft be meant by
the flaying #he third Part of Men. And as you
will agree that the Empire which fucceeded
‘that of the Szracens was the Empire of the
Turks, you will, I hope, alfo agree that this
‘Prophecy before us 1s exactly fulfil’d by the
Turkifh Empire, if I can thew that the Greek
Empire was deftroy’d by the Zurks in the Man-
ner, and at the Time {et forth in the Pro-
phecy. |
I fhall therefore thew you planly from the
moft credible Hiftory that the Twrkih Power,
which firft 1nvaded the Saracenic Empire, was
bound and limited to the Parts about the River
Eupbrates, that after a thort Time four Augels
or Meflengers of divine Vengeance, who were
bound by this Power tilll the Death of the firft
Founder of it, were loofed ; and by their Con-
queflt over the Chiiftians and Saracens fet up
tour Sultanies reprefented beautifully by the four
Herns or Corners of the golden Altar, and pre-
pai”’d the Way for the Deftruction of the Greek
Empire, or third Pert of Men, exaclly With;in

¢
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¢he Term of a Day, a Month, end e . Year, ox
three bundred ninety one Xears.

- 1

T

I fhew'd, in the Explication of the preceding
Prophecy, that the Seracenic Empire 'decliﬂ%'
apace atter the Divilion of it into ren indepen-
dent Kingdoms: And by the Year 985. the
Greek Emperors had recoverd not only what
they had loft in Leffer Afia, but alfo both - the
Syric’s, and moft Part of Mefopotasiia, Armenia,
and Medse. , . ' |
" The Turks were feated near the River * 4.
raxes, and the Fountain of Ewuphrates, when
they began to ipvadae the daracenic Empire un-
der Togrul Beg, a Prince of the Salghufian, or
Seliukian Turks, who conquerd. Part of the,
Province of + Chorafan from Mafud, who fled
into India, An. -Heg. 430. A. D, 1038. And
two Years after, A. D. 1040. he overthrew the
great Army § of Mafud, and {fubdued the whole
Province. The next Year he conquer'd |} Geoi~
gia, and the greater Media, In An. Heg. 440.
A. D. 1050. Togrul Beg § reduc’d Ifphpaban in
Perficy and four Years after, An. Heg. 446.
A. D. 1054. he made himielf Mafter of § A~
fria. The next Year, A.D. 1055, Togrul Beg
was fent for by the Calif of Bagdad to oppole
Bafafercus, who rul’d in Babyloiia and Chaldea,

% Laonicus Chaleacondylas De reb. Turc, Iib, 1. Heyliz's
Cofuiography, B.1il. p. 132, 171.

+ Elmacin. Hiff. Saracen. lib. iii. P 333

t Elmacin. 1bid. |

I Abal-Pharaj. Dynafl, 1x. p. 220, “

§ Abul Pharaj. 1bid.

Q0 Abul-Plaraj. ibid.

and
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and - had thought to have feiz’d Bagdad. Togrul
Beg came with an Army to Bagdad whilit Bzzﬁz-
Jerzus was in Chaldea ; and having depos’d M-
lecrabimus, who was the Emperor of it, he
made 1t his own * royal Seat. And this was
the Beginning of the Turkifh Kingdom at Bag-
ded near Eupbrates.

An. Heg. 449. A D. 1057, T the Calif of
Bagdad, who had married the Sifter of Togrul
Beg the Year before, invefted him with the I
fmperial Robes, and crown’d him; and fo he
was confirm’d in the Kingdom and Empire of
Bagdad and its Territories. In the Year of the
Heg:;cz 451. 4. D. 1059. Togrul Beg having
beaten and kill’d | Baﬁzfemzzs he rul’d at Bag-
dad over Chorafan, Baiylonia, and Chaldea.

The Empire of Togrul Beg being quietly fet-
tled, in theYear of the Hegira 415. A. D. 1063.
he married the Calif’s Daughter, and { dled
fix Months after at Rajja in Perf 1o on Friday
the twenty-third Day of September, having

O
reigni’d twenty-five Years, and being feventy

Years of Age.

Uvon the Death of 75 grul Beg, his four Suc-
ceflors the four Angels, Wh{} till then were bound
spoir the River Euphrates, were let loofe 0 flay

* Efmﬂn?r llb 111 p 3361 337

t The Turks, upon the Calif’s Marriage with the Sifter
of Tegrul Beg, turn’d Mobammedans, 4. D. 1056.
1 Elzacin., lib. iii. P- 337-

| Elmacin. fup. p. 339, 340. Abul-Pharaj. p. 226. who
p.aces the Death uf'Bafaﬁm.u sn. Heg. g450. 4. D. 1058.

& Eimacin. lib, 1i. p. 342, ALul- P.’Jam] p. 227.
ihe
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the third Part of Men, or to prepare the Way
for the Deftruétion of the Greek Empire.

- Thefe were firlt Mobammed Olub Arflan Ada-
duddanlas, who had been made * Governor of
Chorafan by his Uncle Togrul Beg, 4. D. 1057.
and at his Death {ucceeded him as Sultan of
Bagdad. The Second was his Kinfman Kutla-
mifhus, or + Cutlusmufes. The Third was Tag-
juddanlas, younger Son of Olub Arflan Adadud-
daulas. The fourth was Sjarfuddaulas, Governor
of Moful. Thefe were all of the Family of
Togrul Beg.

- Zonaras T relates, that upon the Death of
Togrul Beg, Cutlumus (or Cutlumufes) who was
Coufin to Togrul Beg, difputed the Kingdom of
Bagdad with the Suitan Olub Arflan Adaduddan-
las: And when the Matter was come to be
decided by Arms, the Calif of Bagdad went to
them in the Field, where they were ready to
engage, and perfuaded them to agree, that the
Sultan fhould poffefs his Kingdom quietly, and
fhould affift his Kinfman with all his Forcés to

conquer Provinces from the Romans. Upon

this fatal Agreement began the flaying the third
Part of Men. - |

In the Year of the Hegire 462. 4. D. 106y,
Olub Arflen belieg’d Aleppo; but upon Sub..
miflionsof Azzuddanlss the Prince of it, he re-

ftor’d him to his Dominion, afrer he had made

% Afwl-Pbm'aj. p: 237,

T 50 75';.?11' Leonclave fﬂys his Name was call’d Pgad. Hfﬂ.
Jurc. p. 201.

1 Aungl. lib. xviii. p. 286, 287.
him
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him acknowledge the Calif .of Bagded. Thé
{ame Year Dz'ége;zé.r; the Rosman Emperor, march-
éd with an Army into Cele-Syria, and befieg’d
* Mambagh, Mabog or Hicrapolis'y and at, the
firft Onlet ‘bedt the Muffulmen i but afterwards
his Army wanting Provifions, a great Part of
it “perifi’d with- Eamine, and the- reft return’d
to Conflantinople. .
" The next Year, 4 D. 1070. + Diggenes “the.
Emperor miarch’d at the Head of an Army of
in hundred thoufand Men into Arienia, Olid
Arflan me- him with fifteen thoufand Horfe at
Malizcerda, not being able to get together the
teft of his- Troops; and defir'd a Truce of the
Emperor; but he refus’d on any lefs Condition
than that the City Reija fhould be deliver'd up.
to him. Upon this a Battle en{ued, and thé,
Roszns were entirely defeated, and a great:
Number of them flain ; and the Emperor him-
felf was taken Prifoner, and agreed to pay fo
his-Ranfom fifteen hundred thoufand Crowns;
arid to pay an annual Tribute of three hundred
and fixty thoufand, and to fet at Liberty all the,
NLffulinenn who were Prifoners in the Roman Em-

ire. __—
: This fatal Battle was the Beginning of the

eftruction of the Greek Empire. For, imme=
diately after it, Olub Aiflan fubdued the I Eaft«
ern Provinces of the Roman Empire ; and the

. * Elmace. lib, 1. p. 343.
Y Abud-Plarci, p. 227, 228, Elmacin, lib. iii. p. 343,

414,

v

Zonar, Arnel, b, xviil, ﬁlp.

e

{ame
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fame Year gain’d- a fecond great Victory over
the: Romans, and took Ifaac Comneius their Gex
neral Prifoner, who was forc’d to pay a great
Price for his Ranfom.

"The next Year, A D. 1071. Cutlumufes
invaded and fubdued * Icomiwm. with its Ter-
ritories in  Lycaonia, and Part of Cappadocia
and Bithynia, and of Pontus, Armenia, and Me-
dia, and erefted the Seat of ‘his Sultany at
Tconium. .

In the Year of the Hegira 472. 4. D. 1099.
Tagjuddaulas, Brother of Melicfhab Sor of Olub
Arflan, who reigned' at Bagdad after the Death

of his Father, took - Damafeus and made
it the Seat of his Sultany or Tetrarchy of the

Turkifh Empire. And the fame Year Sar-
fuddaulas {ubdued Aleppo 1 and made it the
Seat of his Sultany or Tefrarchy over the reft
of. Cale-Syric. |

 Thele four Sultanies, which were all erected
in the Greek Bmpire by the four preceding Sul-
ghufian Princes of the Family of Togrel Beg in
the Space of fixteen Years, are very elegantly
and emphatically call’d the four Horns of the
golden Altar, whence the divine Voice was heard
by St. Fobn, that God had determined, 70 flay
the third Part of Men, or the Greek Empire. of
the Romans. - SRR
- The Princes of thefe four Sulianies who
veigned at Bagdad, Iconiuw, Damafcus, and A-

¥ Abul-Plaraj. p. 245, Knol'es’ Hifleri of the Tusks, p. 11.
1 Ebnacin. Iib. 111, p. 350,
Y Elmaan, ibids p. 351,

/ cppo,
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leppo, are the four Augels, who, you fee, were
loofed from Ewuphrates; and thence began their
Conquedts, and prepared the Way for the final
Deftru¢tion of the Greek Empire. It appears
evident from the Hiftories of Elnacinus and
Abul-Pharajus, that the four before-mentioned
Cities were the Seats of the four Turkifh Sulta-
nies. And * Sir Ifeac Newton 1s miftaken in
making Megarkin or Moartyropolis one of the
Seats, and Mbpfu! another, lcaving out Bagdad
and Damafcns, which were undoubtedly two of
them ; and Megarkin belong’d to the Sultany of
Leoniin, as Mefr! did to that of either Zleppo or
Bagdad, and neither of them were ever the Me-
{ropelis of a Sultany.

Thefe Princes, and their Succefiors, made fuch
a {peedy Progrefs towards tie Deftruction of the
Greek Empire, that in human Appearance they
muft {oon have utterly deftroyed it, if their
Arms and Succefles had not been check’d and
retarded by divine Providence till the deftin’d
Time was come.

The Holy IWar, fo called, which began 4. D.
1096. and lafted near two hundred Years to
A D. 1291. weakned greatly the Turkifh Em-
pire, and 1t was almoft extinguifhed by the
Arms of the Mongul Tartars under the renown-
ed Fingizchan and his Succeflors, who from
+ 4. D. 1202, or 1203. 10 4. D. 1265. made

them-

* Objerwations on the dpocalvple, p. 3006.

T Abtad-Pharaj. places his Expedition, An. Heg. 590,
A. D. yzc2. Du Halde, in his Chinefe Hiftory, places 1t,
4. D. v203 Deumstrins Cangemir, from the Turkifh Hiftorians,

places
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themfelves Mafters of all the four Sultanies and
difpofed of them at pleafure. After this the
Zartor Princes quarrelled amongit themielves,
and their Power declined apace, and the Turkifk
Empire, which was almoft extinft, reviv’d
again in a few Years Time under another Fa-
mll called the Oguzian, by means of Othman
'WhO fucceeded the Salghuzian Sultan Aladdine,
and by whofe confent in his Life-Time he
took the Title of Sultan * An. Heg, 699. A. D.
12

Igfence commenced the ?mk{ﬂz Otbnmmc or
Ottoman Empire ; which perhaps is meant by
the Tail of the Horfes [Rev. 1x. 19.] by which
the Turkifh Power, conﬁ{hn:,, as 1s well known,
of numerous Horfe, 1s reprefented.

However this be, 1t 1s certain that the Twrkifh
Power in the Greek Empire advanced very {wift-
ly under the Othwman ¥Yamily; and Urchan, the
Son of Othman, conquered Myfia, Lycaonia,
Phrygia, Caria, L}fdz:z, and the -great Cities
Nicomnedia, and Nice, and others ad_]mmm tQ
the Euxine Sea; and by his Order his Son So/i-
man Bafhe was the firlt who pafled over the
Streights of the Hellegfpont into Greece.

!

places it. 4 D. 1215, or 1216, Prafl Hiff, Tur. p. 7. But
this 15 a Miftake ; as appears from Fobu Leonclave’s Turkith

Hiftory, p. z00. who fays, it was generally agreed that he
became famous A4, D. 1202, or 1203,

* Pocock. Supplement to Abul. -Phargj. p. 42. But Leon-
clave {ays, that the truc Beginning of Orbwman’s Reign
commenccdﬁ D. 1300. Pande&. Hifl. Turc. p. 259.

I This
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This was the Year of the Hegira * 758, 4. D,
1356. And the next Year he ook Callzpolis, at
the Mouth of the Propontis. Urchan’s Son M-
rad took Adrianople in the Year of the + Hegirg

~61. A D. 1359, or 1360. and all Theffaly §
except Theffalonica.  And the Succefs of the
Jurkifh Arms in Ewrope made {fuch a fpeedy
Progrefs, that in the third Year of the Reign
of Bajazet, who came to the Crown 1n the Year
of the Hegira y91. || A. D. 1388. the Turks had
conquered Hierapolis and all the Province of 4-
natolia or lefler Afie, and allo Romania and Va-
lachic in Eurcpe, and ikewile Theffaly with Thef-
falonica, Macedoiia, Phocis, Baotia, Attica, My-
Jfiz, and Bulgarie §, fo that hittle was left of
the Greck Eirpire belides Conftantinople, the Me-
tropolis of it.

Bajazet befieged this City for € ten Years to-
cether, and had certainly taken 1t, as Laonicus
Chalcocoindylas *7 relates, and thereby had put an
End to the Greek Empuve, if the famous Tartar
Temntr Lench, or Tamerlane as he 1s commonly

¥ Leonelav. Ainal. Turc. p. 8, g, 10.

t Leonelaw. Annel. Ture, p. 11, Pocock, Supplem. p. 44,
45. Lasnic, Chalcocend, Wib. 3. Rer. Ture. Demet. Cant. Hif-
tary of Qut. Family, p. 34, 35.

1 Duc. Hijl. Byzart. p. 4. who places it An. Heg. 761,
A D. 1162,

| Leonelaze dumal. Ture. p. 13, and Pande@. Hiff. Ture,
p. 259. refers the Year of the Heg. 791, and the Reign of
Bajezstto A. D, 15909.

§- Dur. Hift, By<ent. p. 6, 7. Lasnic. Chaleocond. Rer.
Ture. 1b. 11,

€ Lasnic, Chalegeand. Rer. Tare. lib. i1 p. 312,

"% Rer Twrc, liboiis po g2z, Edit, Lat, ad fin, Nicephor.
Crigir, 1l Ranm,

called,
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called, had not, at the Xequelt of the Princes
of Afia, marched againft him with a poweriul
Army. Upon the ~cws of his coining, Bujazet
raifed the Siewe of Confantiiople, and rcrched
to give Tamerione Batide. They met and en-
oag’d with the two greatelt Armies ever known,
fince that of Xeixes, in che Plains of Aicyra, 1n
Gaintia, where two hundred thoufand Turks were
{lain in the Field, and Bajazet himielt was taken
Prifoner, whom Taimerlane, in Contempt, put
into an * Iron Cage, and carried him about like
a Beaft.

This Battle was fought on the feventh Day
of Auguft, A. D. 1401, as t Ducas relates in his
Byzantine Hiftory 3 at which Time a great and
bright Comet appeared, which was {een from
the Month of May to the Autumnal Equinox.
Prince Cantemsr 1 in his Hiftory of the Cthinan
Family, agrees with Dacas that this Battle was
fought in the Year of the Hegira 8o4. A. D.
1401. But | Leonclave thinks, that from the
moft accurate Accounts it appears to have been
fought either 4. D. 1399. or 1400. And Fra-
fer §, in his late Hiftory of Nadir Shab, fays,
the Battle was fought on the eighteenth Day of
July, A D. 1402,

* Leonclav. Aunal. Ture. p. 25. Pecock. Supplem. ad
Abul-Pharaj. p. 45.

T P.39—42.

I B. 1 p. 54,

| Pandeld, Hiff, Tare. p. 279,

§ P. 3.

Io Bajazet,
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Bajazet, for Grief and Defpair, killed himfelf
the next Year, which was the * 8osth Year of
the Hegira, A. D. 1402.

After this Victory over Bajazet, Tamerlane
prefently fubdued all the Provinces of Afia, and
reftored the Princes to their Territories which
Beojazet had taken from them; and then return-
ed into his own Country, where he died ioon
after.

After the Retreat and Death of Tameriane,
the Otbman Family cain’d frefh Strength; and
Mporad Chan, or Amurath the Second, began to
reign in the Year of the Hegira 824. A D.
1421. And in the third Year of his Reign,
A D. 1423. made War upon the Greek Em-
peror, and befiea’d Conffantinople, which he
bombarded, and endeavour’d to take by Scaling
ladders, but was bravely repuls’d by the Greeks,
and forc’d to raife the Siege.

His Son Mokainmed the Second fucceeded him
in the Year of the Hegira 855. A D. 1451,
And now the fatal Time was near for flaying the
tbird Part of Men, and utterly deftroying the
Greek Empire.

Motewiued the fecond, in the third Year of
his Reign, A. D. 1453. 1+ befieg’d Conflantinople

* Porccc. Saptleri. p. 45, Dut the Turdifs Annals place
tne Duath of Bajazet 1n the Year of the Hegira 8o4. and
refer thit Yezr o A D, 1303, Leonclaw. p. 26. and Pan-
Ae . IJ?{}'?. Tare. P« 257-

+ Leoizz, Chalzocerd. Bib. vii, P. 447, 44_5, 440. Leox-
¢lav. duied. Turc. p, 22, who places the taking of Conflan-

‘ 5Sth Year of the Hegira, which anfwers to
A 0. | A

s

with
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with 2 numerous Army drawn out of Auatolia
and Romania. He batter’d the Walls of the
City with huge Stones, Balls or Bombs thrown
out of Mortars or wide-mouth’d Cannons of a
prodigious Size; one of which was {o great as
to be drawn with f{eventy Yoke of Oxen, and
two thoufand Men ; and it carried a Ball of the
Weight of three Talents, or about three hun-
dred Pounds; and the Difcharge of it, as was
related, fhak’d the Country five Miles round.

Whether the Words of the Prophecy men-
tioning Fire, Smoxe, and Brimflone, iffuing out
of the Mouths of the Horfes, have any Relation to
thefe Mortars or Cannons, 1 leave the reader to
judge.

The Walls being batter’d down, the Turks
enter’d the City with great Fury, and flaughter’d
the Greeks ike Sheep.  Conflantine the Emperor
was flain in the Gate of the City fighting vali-
antly ; and Chalcscondylas fays, that there never
happen’d in the whole World fo lamentabie a
Deftruction as attended the taking of Conffant:-
sople.

Thus fell the Greek Empire.

The Arabiain and Chrifiian Writers generally
agree that Conflentinople was taken in the Year

of the Hegira 857. A. D. 1453.% And Leau-

* So A/ Farnabins and dbned Ebn Yufopb 1n Pocock’s Su/ -
plem. p. 47, So allo Martin, Crupius, Hifi. Patriarch. in Be-
wereg, Inflitut, Clronolsg. p. 62. Lesnclav. Pandec?, Hif?,
Turc. ¢. 129. Matthias e Michou. 1‘tib.. Df.S:zrmar. .{ﬁm:.
p. 469. Riceiolus and the Turkin H{ﬁormns, A Pj‘m_{ic
Cantemir {ays in the Preface w bis Fiftory, p. g K
in his gcneral Hiftory of the Turts, p. 349. |

I3 | clavius
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clezins fays it 1s certain that 1t was taken on the
twenty-ninth Day Of Mey in this Year; and
this Day was Tuefiay ¥, as Al-Jannabius relates,
and Chaleosendylas, and Moartinus Cryfius in his
Hiftory ot the Patnarchs: Though Abwmed Ebn
ve q;eu}_} (ks it was taken on Hedncfday the
gwern v-cichth Day of Frse @ But moft Writers
aoyce \hat it was taken on the twenty-ninth Day
O,I_ Li._ Y

INow be pleas’d to obierve the exalt Com-
pletion of the Piophecy I have been confidering.

It besan at the Dcath of Togiul Beg, . D.

c63. “and ended A. D. 1453. And from A, D.
zc*’ 3. t0 A. D. 1453, mc‘uﬁve, 1s three bundred
;r';:ti cie Years, winch Term in the Prophecy
1S EXprds d by a T Day, ¢ Month, aid a Year.
If you afk me what became of the odd Hour, 1
have to anfwer, that it being no more than fif-
teerr Doy or any {mall Part of a Year, fuch a
Space of ‘Time, or much more, may cahly be
allow’d fm an Eiror in Haftory containing the

Term of 391 Years; and efpecially in rcducmg
Lurar o Selar Years 1.

Before

* In Poeack's Supplem. p. a7s  Chalcocond, Rer. Ture,
Lo vitl. &35, Dac. Hif B_,,,_m,r p. 16z,

T It mny be notcd that the Complutente Cop}f oOmits ye}
uztar, axd a Day, in Rew. 1x. 15, But this is probably
Error in that Copy, becaufe all other Copies have the
\‘?’GI&E.

T Leercleve places the Laknw of Conflantinople on the
I‘J.{.?ﬂ:', -ninth Day of ﬂfr}, A D, 1453. 2nd yet it appears

-
™
J.

from the mod correét 7or8b Chromclcs and accurate
Hilorians, that it muft b} their reckoning have happencd
A. D0 14355. From tacle Accounts Leanclave fays, [ Pan-

dects
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Before I proceed to make any Obfervations on
the foregoing Prophiecy, 1t will be proper to
take Notice that our incomparable * Vir. Mede
thought, as I do, that the fecond W O E was
fulflld by the taking of Conffantincple; the
Term of which he computes from the Inau-
guration of Togrul Beg to the Empire of Bagdad,
A. D. 1057, This Computation alfo anfwers
exaltly to the Term of the 391 Years of the
Prophecy, if we reckon the prophetic Year to

deld. Hiff, Turc. p. 259.] that Bajaxet began toreign 4. D.
1300. and that he reigned fourteen Years; and fo he died
the latter End of the Year 14¢3. where he places his Death
[ dunal, Turc, p. 26.] His Son Seliman reigned after him
feven Years, and dicd in the End of 4. D, 1410. where
he places his Death) [ Aunal. Turc, p. 28.] Mufa, Selimain's
Brother, fucceeded him and reigned three Years and an half,
and died, as the Furdifb Anuals{ay, 4. D. 1414, (p. 30.)
Dobammed, another Son of Bajazet, {uecteded Mufa, and
reiened eight Years, and died 4. D. 1422. [ Aunal, Ture. p.
74.) and was fucceeded by his Son Murat, or Murad, called
Amurath the Second, who reigned thirty-one Lunar, or
thirty Solar Ycars, and therefore died 4, D, 1452, And
as all agree that Conflantingplz was taken in the third Year
of the next King Riotammed the Second, this mufi fall 4, D,
14c4, which Year, in the Twrkifp Account, began the
twenty-ninth Day of 4gril, An. Heg, 858, and A4, D, 1454,
So by the Turkifp Anmials, Conflantinagle was taken in the
B*eg'inning of the Year of the 7legira 853, Aud if this ke
the truc Accournt, then from 4. D, 1¢63. inclufive ro 4. D,
1454, 15 391 Years, and a Part of a Year reprefented by
an Hour in the Prophecy, Of this let the learned Reader
judge: Butitis plain, that Leeac/sve reckons from the De-
ginning of the Reign of Bajazer Y. D, 1390. to the third
Year of the Reign ot AMohammed the Second fixty-four So-
lar Years; and fo the taking of Conflantiveife was A. L),
1454. Panded. H{/f. Tur, P 259,
¥ Comment. dpacalypse Part 1. p. 472, 473,

I confiit
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confift of 365 Years, and {fomething more. But
this Computation cannot be admitted, becaufe

it is evident that in the prophetic Style o Year,
or a Time, as Daniel calls 1t, 1s no more than

260 Years; and St. Jobn {o explains 1t for he
makes the three Tiies and half, or the thiee Years
end balf of Daniel, to be 1260 Days, that 1s,
Years, Rev. xi. 6. compar’d with ver. 14. So
Mr. Mede was, I think, miftaken in fixing the
Beginning of his Computation ; tho’ with his
crreat and uncommon Sa gacity he faw the true
endmn' of it. After thc foregoing {mall Mif-
take, Mr. Mede falls into a very great and
{’crancre one; for he makes the logfing af the four
Afzﬂ*els to commence a little before 4. D. 1300.
when Otbinan began to reign over the Tirks.
He had not well and {ufficiently confider’d the
Prophecy, and the Hiftorical Evidence of the
Completion of it. But * other learned Men
taking the Hint from Mede, have, by a ftll
oreater Miftake, mmagin’d the four Angels to be
four Sultanies, and others to have been four
Pririces of the Oguzian Family of Turks; and
that thefe were either Soliman Schab and his three
Sons, or Seliman’s Son Ortogrules and his three
Sons one of which was Otbman, and on the
Foundartion of this Hypothefis they have com-
puted the Years of the Prophecy, from A4 D.
1300. of 1301. to A D. 1697. which was al-
moft a Year and half before the Treaty of Car-

lozvit was concluded between the Twrkifh and

# Mr. I7kffen's Effay on the Revelations, p. 177—193.
German



[ 121 ]
German Emperors: And here they would have
the fecond WO E to be tulfill’d.

But nothin fg 1s more ungrounded than this
Expofition 0 the Prophecy; which neither
agrees in Time, or any thing elfe, to the Pro-

phecy.

1. The four Angels could not be the four Sul-
tanies of the Turkift Empire; this 1s mani-
feftly abfurd, becaufe they are faid to Je
loos’d from Euphbrates, nor were the Seats
of the four Sultanies upon Eupbrates. They
were undoubtedly four Princes who found-
ed the four Sultanies, which are in the Pro-

phecy reprefented by the four Horns of
the golden Altar.

2. Salzuzm and his Sons could not be the four
Angels or Princes who were loos’d from Eu-
hrates for Soltman was drowned in paf-
ﬁng the River Euphrates, and upon that
two of his three Sons return’d back into
Perfia or Parthia, whence they came.

2. Ortogrules had no Son but Othman, who
poffefs’d any Kingdom; and he was not
loos’d from Euphbrates, but from Saguta
near Myfia, which was the firft Seat of his
Kingdom, and at a great Diftance from
the River Euphrates. So that Otbman
could not be {o much as one of the four
Angels.

4. The Computation of the 391 Years can-

not commence from Othman, becaufe from
the Beginning of his Reign, 4. D. 12949.

or A. D 1300. to the tal«.mg of Conftan-
tinople,
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sinople, which was moft certainly the Com-
pletion of the fecond W O E, there are no
more than 153 or 154 Years. Nor will
the Computation ftand i we reckon the
W OE to have continued to the Peace of
Carlowitz, winch was concluded the fif-
teenth Day of Fanuery, A.D. 1699. And
from A. D. 1300. to A. D. 1699. are 399

“ears 3 whereas the Term of the Prophecy
1s only 391 Years and a few Days..

5. The Computation from Othwman 1s founded
on 2 Mifunderftanding of the Words of the
Prophecy, as if the flaying the third Part
of Men meant the fame, or no more than
2ormenting them, which is the Charalter of
the frff WOE. Butas termenting is in the
Prophecy of tne jirf W OE oppos’d to
flaying or killing 1n the Prophecy of the
fecond W O E, 1t 1s evident their Meaning
15 very difierent. And as under the firff
WOUE the Greek Empire was to be Zor-
mented, but not &i’d , {o under the [econd
WOE 1t was to be £#//’d or utterly deftroy-
ed; and this Charatter demonftratively
thews that the fecond W OE was accom-
plif’d by the taking of Confieitinople, and
the Deftruction of the Greek Empire of the
Roinans by the Turks 3 and to which the
Time of 1t exaltly agrees; and by no
other Event whatfoever.

The Explications of all the foregoing Pro-
phecies, and the Accomplifhments of them are
plain, natural, and eafy, and drawn from Events
t .

which
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which by divine Providence are preferv’d in the
Hiftories of all Nations which are concern’d in
them, viz. in the Pagan, Fewifh, Turkifh, A-
rabian, and Chriftian Hiftories and Chronicles.
They are, you muft allow, Events of Moment
great enough to be the Subjet of Prophecies s
And though perhaps you have not hitherto
thought thefe and other Prophecies worthy of
your Attention, I hope you will hereafter con-
fider them, and that you may be convinc’d by
them of the Truth of Chriftianity.

The great End of thefe, and all other Pro-
phecies was, that under all the Oppreflions and
all the Corruptions of the true Faith and Wor-
fhip of God, they might be to the World’s End
an infallible Evidence and Teftimony to the true
Religion which Chrift from God taught to Man-
kind. And although they have not yet had
much Effect in the Converfion of either Fews or
Infidels, Mahometans or Papifts y yet I am fully
fatisfy’d that the Evidence of the Completion of
them will one Time or other be the providential
Means of the Converfion and Reformation of all
the Enemies of the Gofpel. At prefent I can-
not but wifh that the Papifts more efpecially
would attend to the Charalter of the Idolatry
and perfecuting Tyranny of their Church, a-
fcrib’d by the Spirit of God to no better an Au.
thor and Promoter than Sazfaz himfelf, thar
apoftate Angel, the great Enemy of God, and
of all his Creatures: And that they would take
the Warning whicn St. Josn foretold their Fore-
fathers would not take, who faw the Mifery
and Deftruction which God had brought upon

the
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the Greek Empire on Account of their Idolatyy
and Blafphemy and Perfecutions of the Wit-
nefles or true Dilciples of Chriff.  The reff of the
Mein (fays he, ch. 1x. 20, 21.) which were not
killed by thefe Plagues, yet repented not of the Works
of their Hands, that they fhould not worfhip De-
vils (i. e fainted and demoniz’d Souls of dead
Men and Women who are canoniz’d in the
Church of Reme in order to be worfhipped) and
Idsls of Gold and Silver, and Brafs, and Stone,
and of Wood, which neither can fee, nor bear, noy
walk neither repented they of their Murders, nor
of their Sorceries, nor of thetr Fornication, nor of
their Thefts.

Here the obftinate Superftition of the Latin
Roman Empire 1s very ftrongly fet forth ;" which
was not mov’d by the Calamities of the idola-
trous Greek Empire to repent of their idolatrous
Worfhip of Demons, and Idols of Gold and
Silver, Brafs, Wood, and Stone; nor repented
of their Murders, Perfecutions and Rapines of
thofe Witneffes to the Truth of Fefus, who op-
pos’d their Superttition.

That the Reinanifts then did, and do ftill
continue to worfhip canoniz’d Saints and Images
of Gold, and Silver, and Stone, is acknowledg’d
by their own approv’d Writers, and the public
Offices of their Church. Particularly with re-
aard to Idols of eed 5 in the Poutifical itfelf
the Church determines that the higheft Worthip
call’d Latria 1s due to the Holy Crofs; and there-
fore Thomas Aguinas, one of the greateft Doc-
tors of that Church fays, e [peak to the Crafs,
cid proy to 3¢, as if it was Chirft crucify’d upon

it
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#t.  Hail, O Crofs, our only Hope 5 in this Time of
the Paffion, encreafe the Righteoufuefs of  the Tuft,
and give Pardon to the Guilty, (Part 3. Queft. 25,
Art. 4. and 1n the Office of the blefled Virgin
Mary, p. 490.) and their Sorceries or pretended
Miracles ; the many Murders and Thefis (or Ra-

pines) committed in their bloody Inquifitions,
are manifeft to all the World.

I hope that what I have faid concerning the
Prophecies of the Old and New Teftament will
not be thought tedious or improper by thofe
who acknowledge a divine Providence in the
moral Government of the World, of which
Prophecies are the higheft and moft immediate
Evidence. Prophecies alio may and ought to
be confider’d as the greateft Miracles, being
the immediate Effefts of divine Omnifcience,
and Objelts of human Underftanding; as the
Miracles commonly {o caill’d are the Works of
divine Power, and Objefts of human Senfes.
Prophecies alfo are an Aid to other Miracles,
and fupply the Place of them: And what Evi-
dence Miracles feem to lofe by the Diftance of
Time from the firlt doing of them, is more
than compenfated by the Prophecies, whofe Fvi-
dence continually encreales, and grows ftronger
and ftronger by Events fulfill’d, and continually
fulfilling from the beginning to the End of the
World.  And as the Chriffian Religion is moft
worthy of the divine Care and Providence, the
Prophecies relating to 1t begin at the Creation,
and continue to the End of it, and till there
Jhall be a new Heaven and a new Earth.

X
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1 now come to confider the Objetions of your
Moral Philofopher, againft the Refurrection of
Jefus. . .

P. 15, 16. he objelts againft St. Matthew’s
faying, that the chief Priefts and Pharifees came
together unto Pilate, faying, Sir, We remember
that this Deceiver [aid, while be was yet alive,
After three Days I will rife egain, ch. xxvii. ver.
63. The Moral Philofopher thinks they could
not remember any thing of this, though it was
publickly talk’d of all over Ferzfalem, and they
had both heard and been told of it from many
hands, uniefs Chrift had told it to them himfelf,
Strictly indeed we are faid to remember what we
have a perfonal Knowledge of; and for any
thing that appears to the contrary, feveral of
the Priefts and Scribes might have heard Chrift
himfelf fpeak of his Refurrection. But, if not ;
fince they were fatisfied from the Report of cre-
dible Witnefles, that Chriff had declared over
and over that he would rife from the Dead, they
might well tell Pilate, that they remembered he
had fail fo, though not to themfelves, but to
thofe whofe Teftimony they credited. But it
appears from St. Meithew that the Sign of his
Refurreciion under the Type of that of the
Prophet Foras, was given by Chriff bimielt to
the Scribes aid Pharifees, c. xu. 38, &c. And
we may fuppofe that they underftood what he
meant, and they muit be blind indeed not to
underfiand that he meant, that as fonas was
buried three Days and three Nights in the
Whale’s Belly, and then was delivered ; {o he
fhould he in the Grave three Days and three

Nights,



[ 127 ]

Nights, and then be delivered from it by a
Refurreftion : And thev could not but remem-.

ber that Chriff had faid this to them. So this
Objection has nothing in it, nor that which fol-
lows upon it, p. 18. where he fays, that in
St. Matt. Jefus is faid to give them the Sign of
the Prophbet Jonah; and in St. Mark (to the
fame Queftion as he fuppoles) that be gave thens
no Sign at afl, Mark vin. 11, 12. .But whatis
related 1n Mark 1s, that they agfbed of bin a
Sign from Heaven, which was denied them; but
he gave them e Sign from Earth, viz. the Sign.
of the Prophet Fonab: So here is no Incon-
fitency, only Maetthew’s Relation is more full
than that of AMark.

His next Obfervation (p. 19.) on the Time
from the Decath to the Refurre€ion of Chiif,
which is faid to be three Days and three Nights
is a mere childith Quible and Ignorance of com-
mon Languvage; for, according to common
Computation and common Senfe, one whole
Day and Part of two others (which was the
Time) is three Days; a Part of a Day being
always f{poken of as a Day.

P. 20. His Objeétion that”the Sign of the
Prophet Fonech was not fulfiled by Chrifi’s Re-
furre€tion ; becaufe they, to whom it was given,
did not fee him rife from the Dead or afier he
was rifen, is a ftrange Objection indeed ! Mighe
not Chriff vile from the Dead, though they did
not fee him rifen? And might he not give
{ufficient Proofs of his Refurreftion without
giving them occular Demonftravon of it ?
Though they did not {ee it, they were told it

by
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by thofe that did, as well as thofe who faw him..
after he was rifen. Their own Guard of Ro-
smap Soldiers with great Aftonifhment faw ™ him
rife and come out of his Sepulchre, and told
them what they had feen ; and the Difciples of .
Chrift proved their Teftimony of his being
rifen by many Miracles which they wrought
publickly in his Name, and i Evidence of his
Refurrection. |

This Evidence will come to be more fully
confidered prefently.

His next Objection, p. 23. that it is as fur-
prizing as any thing i the Gofpels, that twelve
Men together fhould not underfiand fuch plain Ex-
prefions, viz. as Chrif’s Relation of his own
Death and Refurretion to his Difciples, Maz.
XX. 17, 18, 10. Mark X. 32, 33. Luke xviii,
31——35. for (he adds) their Underfianding or this
Paflage is to De queftioned. And as to St. Fobn,
he fays, be bas examined bim, and finds that be
fays not a Word of it, but demes it ally for which
Affertion, he cites the Words of this Apoftle,
C. XX. ver. 9. They knew not the Scripture, thai
be inuft vife again from the Dead.  Perhaps I may
do this Author a Favour to queftion nothing
" but his Underftanding in making this Objeéti-
on. Does he think the Apoftles did not under-
ftand  that Chrift told them that he was to be
put to Death and to rife again the third Day ;
and that the Scriptures had foretold it ¢ But it
1s no Wonder they did not know, or under-
ftand that the Aeffies (whom they had been
taught out of the Scriptures to expet to appear
as a Mightv, Temporal, and Invincible Prince)

{hould
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fhould be put to Death, and rife again only-to
take an earthly Kingaom. This prevailing No-
tion of the Fews that Chrift was not to die, but
was to conquer his Enemies and reign for ever,
agreeably to what is faid, Fobi xii. 34. was the
Caufe ‘that they did not underftand the Scrip-
tures which foretold his Death and Refurretion
and that-his Kingdom was not to be of this
World.  And St. John is fo far from denying
that there was any Prophecy- that Chriff was to-
rife againj that if this moral Philofopher had
not deceived himfelf, or intended to deceive
others, he might or would have feen that the
Words of the Apoftle, when fully and fairly
cited, imply the contrary,- St. Perer, and ano-
ther Difciple, viz. St. Fobn, upon the Report
of Mary Magdalene to them that the Body of
“Fefus was. taken out of the Sepulchre, did not
believe her, but ran to {ee what was done; and
when St. Fobn went into the Sepulchre, he found
the. Body of Fefus was gone; and upon that
{ays, that be faw and believed, ver. 8. adding, for
as yet they. knew not the Scripture, that be muft
vife ‘agag'ﬁfré'ﬁ; the Dead. Now does this imply
that St. Fob# denied there were any Prophecies
éoﬂgerhiqg'-the])cath and Refurreftion n:)fp Chrift 2
Do not -his Words fairly imply on the contrary
that the Si:riEltiiné ‘had foretold this ? but that
as yer (which Words he leaves out) they did
not underftand: the Scripture-Prophecies con-
cerning * the: Death ‘and Refurrrection of the
Meffias, But when they found that Chriff was
rifen, as he had told them he would, their Pre-
judices were rémoved by the Evidence of his
L K Refur-
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Refurrection; and then they eafily underftood
that the Scriptures had foretold it. ~The Moral
Philofopher adds (p. 24.) that no fuch Propheécies
ave to bs found. But who told him {o? ['do
not find he hath made the Prophecies any Part
of his Studies; or, if he hath, it hath been to
little Purpofe: There are undoubtedly feveral
Prophecies relating to Chrif's Refurretion.
But his cafe is fomething like that of the un-
inftrutted and prejudic’d Apoftles, (I hope not
like that of the hardned Infidel Fews) the Bigo-
try of whole Unbelief is the Caufe, that as yet
be kiows not the Scriptures, that Chrift was fo
rife from the Dead. o

- We come now tQ the Evidence of the 7arch-
meit, which ftrangely perplexes your Moral
Philofopher. N _

He fays (p. 24.) What Fudgment ave we now
2o form of the Watckh ? Can any Man of com-
smon Seife think it proboble that the Priefls and
Pharifees fhould be alarmed about the Refurrefiion
of Jefus, if they never heard any thing more of it
than what bas been mentioned ? That. they had
heard a great deal about it, I have fhewn ;
though they did not believe a Word of it, but
efteeming both Chriff and his Difciples to be
Deceivers, they uled the Precaution of fetting a
Watch to guard the Sepulchre, left the Difci-
ples fhould fteal the Body in the Night, and
then pretend he was rifen: This was the Rea-
fon of fetting the Watch, though it turned to
their own Confufion. New muft not thefe
Chief Priefts and Pharifees be greatly alarmed
when their own Watchmen came and{old f}lﬁm

taat
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that they faw the dead Perfon, whofe Body they:
\i{c_:bi-kfct, to.guard from being ftollen, come out:
of the Sepulchre in fuch an awful and aftonith--
ing -Manner, as made them tremble and almoft
die for Fear? When alfo, at the fame Time, it
was noifed all over Ferufalem that he was rifen s
and, to confirm the Fact, the Chief Priefts (on
Examination no doubt) found the Body was
goné out of the Sepulchre; which put them upon
bribing the Soldiers to tell fuch an idle incon-
fiftent Story, as that the Difciples bad come in
the Night and flole bis Body whilft they flept,
Matt. xxviil. 13, 12, 13. This thews they were
not only alarimed, but confounded even to In-
fatuation. They had fet a Guard of Reman
Soldiers upon the Sepulchre fufficient to pre-
vént: the Body béing ftollen, and a Pretence of
his Refurretion being put upon them: But when
the, Soldiers came and told them, that the dead
Perfon was gone out of the Sepulchre without
any human Means, and related the aftonithing
Circumitances with which his Refurretion was
attended, they muft needs be alarmed; and
thqugh they. could not difbelieve the Fadt, yet
their obftinate and incurable Hardnefs of Heart
made them refolve to ufe any Means, how ab-
furd foever, to prevent the Refurreftion gain-
ing Credit. The Tefumony therefore ‘ofg the,
Watchmen to the Truth of Ckriff’s Refurrection
will puzzle Unbelievers (as it did the' Chief
Priefts of the Fews) to the World’s End to
cvade it. And what our Author f{ays, thews
the, great Diftrefs that he 1s in about 1t, being
forg’d to denv the Truth of the whole Relation,
T K 2 which
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which yet was never difputed or denied by the
Fews themfelves. All the Reafon: of -his de-
nying the Fa& is, that it is only related by St.
Matthew, and he p-etends his Account does not’
agree with that of the other Evangelifts (p. 27.)
But where their Difagreement lies he is not able
to thew : There 1s in Truth no Difagreement.
They do not all relate all the fame Circum-
ftances; which 1s more or lefs the Cafe of other
Hiftorians, whofe Fidelity was never fufpetted:
No one of the Evangelifts ever contradiéts an-
other ; and to call different Circumftances which
may and muit attend any Fact, where there are
{feveral Circumftances in it, to call thefe various
Circumftances Contradiflions 1s very grofs and
abfurd, and tends only to deftroy the Credit of
all Hiftory whatfoever. . s

But this fame Watch ftrangely perplexes your
Author; he cannot fee any Reafon for the Priefts
fetting it (p. 30.) though he might eafily iup-
pofe 1t was to prevent 2 Tumult (which might
have arifen amongft the People) being made by
a pretended Refurretion. -

Another Thing he does not underftand, and
therefore calls an Abfurdity (p. 31.) is that the
Chief Priefts tell Pilate that Jelus faid, after
three Days be would rife again, yet defire the Se-
pulchre to be made fure but till the third Day. They
fhould bave defired Leave, he thinks, to watch it
¢ill the fourth Day, Though they knew that
Chrift had faid, he would nife the third Day (as
the Time is allo exprefled) yet ’tis probable
they intended the Watch fhould ftay till the
End of the third Day. It was their own Watch

. who
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who would have ftaid till they were order’d off,
if 'they had not béen frightned by the extraor-
dinary Event of the Refurrettion of Fefis: So

this 15 mere Quibble.
" Heé goes on (p. 33.) If the Jew Rulers placed
a Watch, their Report of what bappened muft
needs [atisfy themy and the Hiftory fuppofes it did,
becaufe they bir'd the Watchmen to conceal it 3 but
vet he thinks zbey could not be [o foolifh as to
think 10 conceal it by the Report they put into
the Soldiers Mouths to fpread abroad. He won-
ders allo, that the Soldiers could take o Biibe to lie
in fuch an impudent manner, after they had made
fuch a Report of Chrif’s Refurrection as is re-
fated ; and though he does not know what Con-
Jeience Priefts bave (p. 35.) yet he thinks the
Fewifk Priefts could not but have been convin-
ced and converted by the Soldiers Teftimony,
had they really made fuch a Report as it is faid
they did. Nay he lays fo great a Strefs on the
Teftimony of the Soldiers (p. 64.) that he
thinks balf a dozen Watchmein, Men interefted in
no Party, would bave been a better Evidence than
a dozen Apoftles. To all this T anfwer: I doubt
not but the Fews were inwardly {atisfied of the
Faét of Chriff’s Refurrettion from the Report
of the Soldiers; they had no Reafon to think
they would frame a Lie, which if difcover’d,
as it muft needs be, would have been fatal to
them. If the Body had been found in the Se-
pulchre, the Lie would have been at once de-
teéted 5 or if the Priefts found Reafon to think
that the Soldiers had combin’d with the Apoftles
in carrying the Body out of the Sepulchre, hav-
K 3 Ing
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ing fo much Intereft as they had with the'Go-
vernor, they would have had them putito-the
Rack to make a Difcovery, and probably to
Death for leaving their Guard without Otders,
The Watchmen therefore, undoubtedly, faw
‘the Angel, whofe Countenance was like Light-
ning, defcend and roll away the Stone from
the Mouth of the Sepulchre; and alfo faw
Fefus come alive out of 1t. And the Circum-
ftances of the Earthquake, of the glorious Ap-
pearance of the Augel/, and the Body of Fefus
raifed and coming out of the Sepulchre, were that
which ternified them and made fuch an Impref-
fion cn them, trat they could not refift it, or
forbear acquainting the Priefts with what had
happen’d, though it was at the Peril of their
Lives to report fo odious and dangerous a
Truth. But 15 it to be wonder’d, that findin

their Report to be difagreeable to their Mazg
ters, they fhould be willing to gain their Fa-
vour again, by {preading indeed {fuch a foolifh
Report amongft the People, as they were hir'd
by them to do? In all this it appears that the
Sold:ers hind more Confcience and a greater Re-

gard to the Miraculous Evidence of ChrifF’s
Refurrection than the Fewifh Priefts had.

But as to the Coniciences of Priefts in gene-
ral, he fhould have fpared his Reflection :
Though yet, what wicked, what foolifk Things
have not Priefts done and Laymen too, and
continue to do, to fupport a temporal Intereft
and Power, and an Hierarchy purely of this
World? What Popifh Priefts do, and have
done, that he may fuppofe Fewifh Priefts were

capable
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capable of doing. If any Miracle was wrought
in Confutation of the Superftition and Power
of .the Roman Church, would they ftick at
forging any. Lies to prevent its being believed ?
Nay, would they not go farther than the Fewif%
Priefts did, and put to Death both the Report.
ers and Doers of 1t? The Teftimony therefore
of the Soldiers is in itfelf an irrefragable Evi-
dence of the Truth of Chriff’'s Refurretion
and as this Author has nothing {olid or rational
to oppofe to it, by his own Confeffion it ought
to fatisfy himy and would do fo, if his Can-
{cience was difpos’d to yield to Convition,

. The Moral Philofopher next condefcends ta
confider the Teftimony of the Apoftles, and
fome others, who faw and convers’d with Chrif
after he was rifen from the Dead; but it is only
to fhew their Inconfiftencies, However he has
done well in laying before his Reader all the
Texts of Scripture on the Inconfiftency of
which his Proof depends that Fefis did not
rife from the Dead. But an attentive Reader
may fee that there is no Contradiction in the
Relation of the feveral Circumftances of the
Refurreftion in which all the Evangelifts agree,
All that the Moral Philofopher has done to
fhew an Appearance of Inconfiftency, is his
confounding Perfons, and Times, and Places,
and not underftanding the Meaning of the Texts
he cites. He reprefents Things done at one
Time and Place which were done at another
Time and Place; miftakes one Man for another,
and one Woman for another 3 and cannot diftin-
‘gwith a Relation of diﬁ"}e{rent Circumitances from
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a contraditory Relation, For all the Matter
truly 1s, that one Writer relates Circumftances
which are omitted in another: And the greateft
Difficulty hies in the Relation of the Women
who firlt faw Fefus after his Refurre@ion : - And
{fuppofing there was fome fmall Inconfiftency in
their Relation, who are reprefented as being
affirighted, and under a confus’d Joy; it fhews
at leaflt the Honefty of the Evangelifts in re-
lating Things as they heard them; and does
not anywile invalidate the Womens whole Re-
lation, any more than it would do in any other
like Cafe, where for fudden Surprize and Joy
1n feeing unexpettedly a Friend who was thought
to-be dead, a Perfon vartes a little in telling
the Manner of feeing him; which is no Proof
that he did not fee the Perfon at all : Much
lefs will this invalidate the Apoftles own E-
vidence 1n relating what they both faw and
heard, in which there is no Inconfiftency; as

truly there i1s not in the Womens Account
neither.

The Hiftory ftands as follows: FEarly on
Sunday Morning there was a great Earthquake
at the Sepulchre of Chriff 3 at the fame Time
an Angel defcended from Heaven, and came
and roll’d back the Stone from the Door, and
fat upon 1t, whilft Fefus rofe from the Dead,
and came out of the Sepulchre. The Appear-
ance of the Angel, whofe Countenance was like
Lightning, ternfied the Watchmen, who lay
as dead Men, Mat. xxvi1. 2, 3, 4. Soon after
this had happen’d, Mary Magdalene, and Mary
the Mother of Fames and Salosse, and others,

came
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came to the Sepulchre; bringing Spices and
Ointments to embalm the Body of Fefus -dc-
cording to the Cuftom of the Fews, who em-
balm’d. their dead Bodies feveral Times, the
better to preferve them, AMat. xxviil, 1. Mark
xvi. 1. - Luke xxiv. 1, 10. Fobn xx, 1. They
found the Stone roll'd away, the Body was gone,
and the Watchmen fled: Upon this Mary
“Magdalen runs and tells Peter, and another Dif-
ciple (viz. St. Jobn) that the Body of Chrift
was gone out of the Sepulchre: Thereupon
both of them ran to the Sepulchre, &J¢. as
St. Fobn relates, ch. xx. 2-—=10. Mat. 3xvill. 2.
Mark xvi. 4. Luke xxiv, 2, 3. Whillt Mary
Moagdalene ran to tell Peter and Fobn, the other
‘Women ftaid, and went farther into the Sepul-
chre, ‘and faw a young Man (viz. the Angel
mention’d Mzt xxvii. 2.) who was gone into
‘the Sepulchre, and fate on the right Side, and
{aid to the Women what 1s related Maz. xxin,
5, 0, 7. Mark. xv1. 5,6, 7, 8. Luke xx1v. 3, 4,
-——8. Luke {ays, there were two Men or
‘Angels. The Women probably, at firft, faw
but one of them, who told them that Chriff
-was-rifen 5 or Matthew and Mark mention one
only who {pake to them. Here 1s no Incon-
fiftency, as Origen well oblerves - againft Celfus,
who made this Objection, %&. v. p. 268. Mary
Magdalene having told Peter and %obn what had
happen’d at the Sepulchre, follow’d them thi-
ther, and ftaid after they left it, weeping and look-
ing inte it, fuppofing that the Body of Chriff
was not rifen, but convey’d out of the Se-
pulchre, In the mean time, the other Women

WwWCIeg
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were gone to tell the Difciples (which.was be-
fore Peier and Fobn came to the Sepulchre) and
after Peter and Fobn had left 1t, Mar. xxviii. 8, |
Mark xvi. 8. Luke xxiv. 9. As Mary Magda-
lene ftaid weeping and looking 1nto the Sepul-
chre, fhe faw two Angels, and immediately after
the faw Fefus himfelf, as is related Fobn xx. 11,
12—17. Markxvi.g. This was the firft Ap-
pearance of Chriff after his RefurreCtion.  After
Mary Magdalene was gone to tell the Apoftles
that the had feen Fefus, and what he had faid
to her, Fefus appeard to the other Women alfo,
and fufferd thern to lay hold of his Feet (tho"

he would not permit Mary Magdalene to touch
him) Mat. xxvil. 8, g, 10. Then they went
and told the Apoftles, as is related Fobn xx. 18,
Luke xxwv. g, 10, 11. Mork xvi. 10, Itis in-
deed faid, Lukexxiv. 12. Then arofe Peter, and
ran unto the Sepulchre, as if this happen’d after
the Relation of the other Women as well as of
Mary Magdalene, whereas it muft, I think,

have been before; and even before thepReturn
of the other Women from the Sepulchre, or
whilft they were going to tell the Difciples. It
fhould therefore, according to the orlgmal Text,
be render’d, But Peter bad rofe, and ran to the
Sepulchre, &c. and fo this Verfe may be a Pa-
renthefls, or perhaps it may be an Interpolation
inferted from the Margin into the Text; for it
1s omitted in the moft ancient Manufcnpt of
Beza at Cambridge. But either Way there is

nothing in the Account that is inconfiftent or
contradittory.

"To-
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Towards the Evening of the fame Day Fefus
appéar'd to Peter, 1 Cor. xv. 5, Luke XXiv. 34,
This ‘was a little before he appear’d to the rwo-
Difciples going to Emipaus, Luke xxiv. 13, &,
or it might be 2 little after, ‘but before they-re-
tarn’d to Ferufalen.

. The next Appearance was the fame Evening
to'* Ten of the Apoftles met together at Feru-
falem, Luke xxiv, 36, Jobn Xx, 19, Mark xvi, 14,
Thomas was not with them, Fobn xx. 24, |

The Sunday following, or eight Days after,
he appear’d to all the eleven together at Fery-
filem, Thomes being with them, -Fobn xx. 26.

And ‘he was convinc’d of the Truth of Chriff’s
RefurreGtion, which he did not believe before,
ver. 28. After this they all went into Galilee,
and faw Fefus there, Mat. xxvill. 16. And it
was now that he was {een of above five hundred
Biethren at once, as St. Paul tells us 1 Cor.,
xv. 6. Afterwards he was feen by Fames his
Brother, 1 Cor. xv. 7. Again, he appear'd to
feven of his Difciples at the Ses of Tiberias,
Fobir xxi. 1, 2. Fle was alfo feen, ard convers'd
with his Apoftles at various Times, during the
Space of forty Days, Afs 1. 3. Then he led
them out to Bethany, unto the Mount call’'d
Olivet, and in the Sight of them all he afcended,

* The Moral Philofopher quibbles upon its being faid
the Eleven were gather’d together, when it appears from St.
Foln that there were but Ten, Thomas not being with them,
To which it 1s a fufficient Anfwer, That in {peakin

of 2
colleflive Number, it is ufual to call the greater Part Ey the

Name of the Whole: So he might have {par'd that Cbfer-
vation, which is really childifh.

and
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and was taken from them into Heaven, Lzzke,
xxiv. 50, 51. Afis1. g, 10; 11, 12. |

The Harmony of the Gofj els, relatmﬂ' tol
ChiifF’s Refurreftion, {tands as ollows viz,

Mat, xxviil.
1. In the End of the

Sabbath, as it began to
dawn tewards the firft
Day of the Week, came
Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary to fee
the Sepulchre.

2 And bebold there
was (or bad been) a
great Earthquake; for
the Angel of the Lord
defcended from Heaven,

aind camz and roll’d back
the Stone from the Daor
and fate upon it,

2. His . Conntenance
was l1ke Lightuming, and
bis Raiment white as
Snoty.

4. And for fear of bim
the Keepers did fhake,
cid becare as dead Men,

Mark xvi.

t. And when the Sab-
bath was pafl, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary
the Mother of James and
Salome,bad bought fweet -
Spices that they might
come and anoint bim.

2. And wvery early in
the Morning the firft
Day of the Week, they
came unto the Sepulchre
af the rifing of the Sun.

2 And they faid a-
monglt themfelves, Who.

fhall roll us away the

Stone from the Door of
the Sepulchre 2

4. And  when they
look’d, they faw) that the
Stone was roll’d away,

for it was very great.

John
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John xx.

1. The firf Day of
the Week cometh Mary
Magdalene early, when
it was yet dark unto the
Sepulchre, and feeth the
Stone taken away from
tbe Sepulchre,

o, Then fhe runneth
and cometh to Simon
Peter, and to the other
Difeiple  wbom  Jelus
lov'd, and [aith unto
them, They bave taken
away the Lord out of
the Sepulchre, and we

knew not where they
pave laid bim,

Luke xxiv.

1. Now upon the firft
Day of the Weck, wery
early i the Mornng,
they came unto the Se-

pulchre[viz, Mary Mag-

dalene, and Foanna and
Mary the Mother of
Fames, and other Wo-
men with them ver. 10.]
bringing the Spices which
they bad prepared.

‘2, And they found
the Stone woll’d away

from the Sepulchre.

3. And they enter'd
in, and found not the
Body of the Lord Jefus,

Mark xvi.
5. And entering in-
to the Sepulchre, they faw

a young Man fitting on
the Right Side, cloathed
in a long white Garment

and they were affrighted.

5, And
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Mat. xxviii.

5. And the Aungel [aid
nnto the Women (who
ftaid in the Sepulchre
when Mary Magdalene
was gone) Fear not ¥€ s
for T ks fhat ye [eek
Fefus who was crucified,

6. He is not bere:
for beis rifen as be faid :
cme, fee the Place where

Ibe Lord lay.

. And go quickly amf
tell bis Difciples, that be
is vifen from the Dead
and bebeld, be goeth be-
fore sou into Galilee ;
ibere fhall ye fec bim.
Lo, I bove told yor.

8. And they departed
guickly from the Sepul-

chre, with Fear axd great
Yoy, and did run to biing

kis Difeiples Hord.

Mark xvi.
6. And be [aith unto
them, Be not affrighted :

Ye feck Jefus of Naza-
reth, who was cructfied:

He is rifen, be is not
here: Bebold the Place
where they laid him.

7. But go your Way,
tell bis Difeiples and Pe-
ter, that be goeth before

you into Gah]ec there
Jhall ye fee bim, as be
faid wnto you.

8. Aud they went oui
guickly, and fled from
the Sepulchre, for they
freinbled and were ama-
ved : neither [aid they
any thing to any Man ;

for they were afraid.

Luke xxiv.

4 And 1t came to
pais, as they were wich
pfrrp’Jx A thereabout, be-
j.?ﬂfil lwwe Aot ﬂt?ﬂ.‘.i Zi_y
thoein in jliiining Garnents.

5. And
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5. And as z‘b were
afraid, and ba*wed down
their Faces to the Earth,
they [or one of them
mention’d by Matibein
and Mark) faid unte
thein: Why feek ye' the
lrving among the dead ?

6. Heis not bere, but

- - s rifen: Remember bow
be [pake unto you awhen
be was yet in Galilee.

g. And they rétuin'd
from the Sepﬁ!cbre '

What happen’d whilft the Women vére gos
ing to tell the Apoftles.

]ohn XX.

- 3. Peter went forth
and that other Difciple,
and came to the Sepul-
chre.

4. So they ran both
sogether, and the other
Difeiple did outrun Pe-
ter, and came fiff to
the Sepulchre.

5. And flooping down
be [aw the Linen Cloaths
lying ; yet went be not in.

6. Then
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John xx.
6. Then cometh Simon

Peter followwing bim, and.

went inio the Sepulchre,
aid [eeth the linen Cloaths
lie.

8. Then weint in alfs
that other Difciple, who
came firft to the Sepul-
chre, and he faw and
believ’d.

10, Then the Difciples
weinl away agamn unto
their own Home.

What happen’d after

gone Home.

John xx,

11. But Mary [ Mag-
dalene who follow’d Pe-
ter and the other Di-
ciple] flood without at
the Sepulchre weeping :
and as fhe wept fhe froop-
ed down and locked inko
toe Sepulchre.

12. And [eeth two
Angels in Whate, fitting
the one at the Head, and
ébe otber af the Feet,

where the Body of Jefus
bad lain :

Luke xxiv.

12. Then arofe Peter,
and ran unto the Sepul-
chre, and flooping downe
be bebeld the Linen
Cloaths laid by them-

[felves, and departed won-

dering in bimfelf at that
which was Lo come te

pafs.

the two Apoftles were

Mark xvi.

9. Now when Jelus,
was rifen early the firft
Day of the Week, be ap-
pear’d firf to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom

be bad caft feven Devils.

10, Aud fhe went and
told them that had been

with bim as they mourn'd
and wept,

John
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- John xx.

13. /nd they faid un-
to bhor, Foman, why
weepefi thou ¢ She [aith
unto theiit, Becaufe they
bave tcken away ny
Lord, and I know not
where they have laidbina.

14. And <when fhe
bod thus [aid, fhe turied
berfelf back, and faw
Jetus franding, and kneww
net that it was Jelus.

15. Jelus faith wito
ber, W oman, whyweepeft
thow? Whoin feekefs thou?
She fuppofing bim to be
the Gardiner, [aith unto
bim, Siry if theu have
borne bim bence, tell me
where thow baft  loid
him, and I will take bim
104y,

16. Jelus faid unto
ber, Mary, She turi'd
ber[elf and faid unto bim,
Rabbont, which is te
fay, Meficr.

17. Jetus faith unto
her, Touch me not : for
I am ot yat afcended to
my Pather: but go to
my Brethien and foy uito

them,
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Tehn XX.
tbem, I ofcend unio my
Father cnd your Father,

aird to wy God and your
Ged.

What happen’d immediately after Mary Mag-

dalese had {feen Chrift; and as the Women were
going to the Apoftles.

Mat, xxvil.

. And as they went
t0 fell bis Difciples [ what
the Angel had faid unto
them] bebold Telus met
tbem, [eying, All Hail,
And they came and beld
bime by the Feet, and
worflipped biin.

10. Their faid Jefus
anto then:, Be not afrad:
Go tell my Bicthren that
ihey go into Galilee, cnd
there fhell they [ee ne.

11. Noew when 1iey
cwere going, bebold [ome
of the IVatch came o
toe Ciivy and fhes’d un-
to the chif Priefis ol
zne Things that were
(o7iE.

John
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John xx.

18, Mary Magda-

lene came and fold the
Diftiples that  fhe bad
feen the Lord, and that

be had [poken thefe things
unty ber.

Mark xv1.

11. And they, whem
they bad hbeard | from
Mary Magdalene] that
be was alve, and had

been feen of her, belicved
#ot.

In the Evening

Luke xxiv,
9. And they returned
Jrom the Sepulchre, and
told all thefe things unte

the Eleven, and to all
the reft.

11. And their Words
feew’d to their as idle

Tales, and they belicy’d
theim not. ‘

of the RefurreGtion-Day

Chrift appear’d to St. Peter, as St. Paul fays,

34

Luke xxiv,
13. And bebold two

1 Cor. Xxv. 5. and as appears from Luke xxiv.

Mark xvi,
12. After that, he ap-

of them awent that fame pear’d in another Form
Day to a Village call’d . to two of them as they

Emmaus, which was
from Jerufalem about
threefeore Furlongs.

15. And it came to
pafs that while they com-
mun’d together and rea-
forwd, Jelus bimfelf drew
near and went With
them,

1. 2

wall’d and went into
the Country.

13. Aid they went

and told 1t to the Refidue
neither believed they them.

16, Bur
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Luke xxiv.

16. But their Eyes
were bolden that they
(liould wot kiew biia.

n0. And it came 1o
pafs as be fote at Meal
with thein, he took Bread
and bleffed it, and brake
and gave 1o them.

21. Aid thar Eyes
were opeil'dy and they
iz bz, and be va-
aiflid out of their Sight.

23. Aid they rofe up
the [ame Hour, and re-
tuii’d to Jerufalem, and
feuid the eleven gathered
fogethery aud thew that
wre with thein.

34. Who faid [unto
the twoDifciplesas they
came in| zbe Lord is 7i-
fenr indeed, and bath ap-
peared uizfo Simon,

35. And they [the
two Difciples] toldwhat
Things were done in the
Way, and bow be was
Kinowon of them in break-
317 of Bread.

26. And as they thus
Jpake, Jelus bimfelf ficod

113

Mark xvi.

14. Afterward be
appear’d to the Eleven as
they fate at Meaty and
upbraided themwith their

lnbelief and Hardpefs of
Heart, becaufe they be-
liev’d not them who bad

Jeenbim after bewasrifen.

John xx.

19. Then the [ame
Day at Evening, being
the firff Day of the
Week, when the Doors
were flut, where the Dif-
ciples were affembled for
Fear of the Jews, came
Jetus gnd flood in the
M:aft  and [cith untg
them, Peace be unto you.

20. And when be bad
fo faid, be fhewed unto
them bis Honds ond bis
Side.  Then were the
Difeiples glad when they
faw the Lord.

24. But Thomas, one
of the Twelve, called Di-
dymus, was not with
them when Jelus came.

25. The other Difci-
ples therefore [aid wito
biny We bave feen the

Lord
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- Luke xxiv.
in the midf of thein, and
faith unto thein, Peace
be unto you.

27. But they were
terrified and affrighted,
and fuppofed that they
bad [een o Spiiit,

28, 329. Aud be faid
unto then———Dehold
sy Honds and my Feet,
that it is I myfelf s han-
dle me and fee jor a
Spirit hath not Flefh
and Bones as ye [ee me
have.

41. And while iy
yet believed not for oy
and wendcred, ke faid
upto them, Have ye bere
any Meat ¢

43. Aud be tooz i,
and did eat befere themn.

44. Andbe faid uito
them, Thefe are the
Words which I [peke
unto you, wone I was
yet wwith you, that all

Things wuft be fulfilled
which were wiitten i
the Law of Moles, and
it the Prophets, and ii
the Plalms, concerinzg
e,

L 3

John xx.

Lord s but be [aid uito
them, Except 1 fhall fee
i bis bands the Priut
of the Nails, and put
my Finger into the Print
of the Nails, and thruft
1y Hond into bis Side, I
will not believe,

26, And afler eight
Days again bis Difeiples
were within, ond Tho-
mas with them : Then
came Jelus, the Doors
beinr fhut, and flood ir
the snidft and [aid, Pecce
be unto you.

27, Then [aith ke to
Thomas, Reach hither
thy Finger and bebold
wy Handsy and reach
bither thy Hand and
thruf} it into my Side ;
and be not faithlefs out
believing.

28. And Thomas an-
fwered and faid unto bim,
My Lord and my God.

29. Jelus faith uauto
bim, Thomas, Becaufe
theu haft feen e, thott
haft believed : Bleffed ar
they that bave not [een,
and yet bave belicved.
The



[ 150 ]
- The Appearance of Chrift to all his Apoftles,
and a great Number of Difciples in Galilee. -

Mat. xxviil.

16, Thei the Eleven
Difciples went away in-
to Galilee, into o Moun-
foinn where Jelus bad
appointed thei.

17. And when they
fazw ki they worfhipp’d
bim, but [ome doubted.

18. And Jelus came
and [pake wunto thens,
faying, All Power is giv-
eir to Me in Heaven and
i Earth.

John xxi.

1. After thefe Things
Yelus fhew’d bimfelf a-
gaiit 1o the Difciples, at
the Sza of Tiberas [a
little before his Appear-
ance to theFivehundred
Difciples and more.

2. There were toge-
¢her Sumon Peter, and
Thomas call’d Diay-

mus, e#d Nathanael of

Czena 77 Galdee, and
the Sons of Zebedee, and
iwo ether of his Dif-
¢iples.

feen of

1 Cor. xv.

5. He was f[een of
Cephas, then of the
Tawelve.

6. After that be was

Jeen of above Five bun-

dired Biethren at once s
of whoin the greater Part
reiinaii unto this prefent ;
but fome are fallen afleep.

7. After that be was
James [his Bro-

ther] then of all the A-
pofiles.

The
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The laft Appearance of Chriff at his Afcen-

fion,

Luke xxv.

£0. [At the End of

Forty Days after s
Refurrection] He led
them out {of Jerufalem]
as far as to Bethany;
and He lift up bis Flands
and bleffed them.

5Y. And it came to
pafs while be blefled them,
be was parted from thein,
and carried up into Hea-
Ve,
52, And they werfhip-
ped bim, and veturi'd
to Jerufalem with great

Jo.

Acts chap. 1,

3.To whom [ the Apo-
ftles] He fhew’d bimfelf
alive after his Paffion, by
many infallible Proofs,
being feen of them Forty
Days, and [peaking of
the Things pertaining 1o
the Kingdom of God.

9. And when be bed

[pokein thefe things, while

they bebeld, he was ta-
ken up [nto Heaven
ver. 11.] and a Cloud
reccived bii ont of their
o1ght.

12, Then returi’d
they unto Jerufalem,

from the Mount call’d

Olivet.

In the foregoing Narration an atrentive Rea-

der will {ee that there 1s no Contradition oy
Inconfiftencies in the feveral Accounts of Chriff’s:
Refurre&tion ; nor any other Difierence, but
that one Evangelift omits {ome Circumftances
which are related in others. ‘

And the Vanations before mention’d, in the
Hiftory of the Refurre&ion, as well as in othey
Parts of the Gofpels, are an Argument m ra-

L 4 vouy’
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vour of the Evangelifts, that they did not com-
bine together to relate a forg ed {tory.

I fhall make fome Obferva..lons on your Mo-
ral Phﬂofopher s Account of the Refurre&ion,
and then take my Leave of you.

After vour Author has puzzled himielf, and
his ignorant Reader, with the Womens ficcount
of the Refurrection, he cencludes (p. 41.) from
St. Luke’s faymn' that they found wot the Dody
¢f Jefus i the Saﬂszche (ch. xxiv. 3.) that St.

ke meant, they never {rw him at all. Ob:
{ferve the wife Reafon he gives: If they bad [een
biin (he fays) alive or dead, they wnuft bave found
v feen bis Bod_}* Was ever any thing fo tritling,
as to infer, tha: becaufe they {faw not'the Body

of Fefus in the Scpulchre, as all the Evange-
lifts agree; therefore they faw him not after he

was rlfen as they all agree that they did.

P. 42, 43. he imagines the two Dilciples
Names, who went ,to E::mmrs and faw Fefus
there, were Clespas and Simwon Peter, and won-
ders that Peter, who kunew bim perfeflly well be-
fore bis Death, flould #ot know bim as well after-
wards. He runs on talking in a very filly
Manner all the forty-third P.-_:..c:re, and Part of
the next. ButI will fer him rlght., as he will
own in one Point at leaft: It is plain from
the Narration about the two Difciples in Lutke,
that Simon Peter was not one of them; for Fe-
fus had appear’d to Siion Peter before, as the
Apoltles told them: for the' Apoftles accofted
the two Dilciples at their coming 1n to them
with the News, faying, (chap. XXiv. 24.) The

Lord
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Lord is vifen indeed, and bath appeaved unto- Si-
mon. Perhaps the Moral Philofopher not read-
ing Greek, was deceiv’d by the Ambiguity of
the Englie Verfion, taking what was faid 70
the two Difciples to have been fpoken 4y them
to the Apoftles. I fhould not have taken No-
tice of {o{mall a lip as this, but only that I
nnd it has {poil’d a fine Harangue of the Au-
thor’s about the inumate Acquaintance which
was between Perer and Fefus his Mafter, And
tho’ Fefus appear’d in a Difguife at firft to the
two Difciples, to try whether they believ’d his
Refurrection or not, yet when he found they
were not fully cenvinc’d, he fhew’d his Perfon
plainly to them, and then they knew him.
Now would any rational Man argue, that be-
caufe I may not know my Friend when dif-
figur'd or in Difguife, I cannot be fure I know
him when the Difouife is taken off 7 As to
the Reafon of Chriff’s appearing in a different
Form, what Right has this Author to have 1t
related to him? But I have given him what I
think 1s a probable Realon. |

P. 47. he fays, St. Matthew, St Mark, and
St. Luke agree, that when the Difciples were made
acquainted with the Refurreftion of Jelus, they
met bim for the firft and laff Time. But this, St.
John, the Author of the Aks, and §t. Paul con-
tradicty for they tell us of other Appearances after-
wards. To this 1 anfwer, St. Luke fays no fuch
thing : But on the contrary, St. Luke, who is
the undoubted Writer of the Aés of the Apofiles,
fays, He was feen of them Forty Days, Aéls 1. %f
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If he could have prov’d St. Luke and the Au-
thor of the Aéis to have been two different Per-
fons, his Oblervation would have been more to
the Purpofe. St. Mark’s Account is evidently
of the firft Appearance of Fefus to the Apolties
at Ferufalem, when Thomas was not there, as
appears from Luke xxiv, 33. Fobn xx. 19—24.
And Matthew’s Account 1s of Chriff’s Appear-
ance in Galilee, Mat. xxviil. 16.  And he fays
nothing of the Afcenfion. Now your Author
himfelt oblerves (p. 48.) that the neareft Part of
Galilee is above threefeore Miles from Jerufa-
lem. This might have let him f{ee, that the
Appearance here could not be the fame with
that at Jer#falen, on the Evening of the Re-
{urrection-Day. Nor could either of them be
the Appearance at the Afcenfion; for that was
neither at Ferufalen nor in Galilee, but at Be-
thaiyy, and from Mount Ofvesr,  The Truth is,
St. Aark mentions but one Appearance, and
then (omitting the others) paffeth from it to
the laft appearance, when Jefns afcended. And
St. Luke connects the firft and laft Appearance
together 1n his Gofpel : Though in the 4fs he
{ays that many others interven’d, and that Fefus
was feen by, and convers’d with his Apoftles,
Forty Days. |

This might decetve your Moral Philofo-
pher ; but I fear he rather defigned to deceive
others.

Your Author pretends (p. 50.) It wmay be a
Deunt schather be was dead, whein Ge was taken
dsicn from the Crofs, for when Joleph bers’d bis

Body,
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Body, Pilate smarvell’d if be were already dead,~

and be was taken down by Joleph himfelf. But
what ftronger Evidence would this Author have
that Fefus was dead, when his Enemies had the
killing of him, and his Friends buried him ?
Would the one deliver him before he was dead ?
or would the other bury him alive in a cold
Sepulchre ? and though his legs were not bro-
ken, the Wound in his Side might reach s
Heart, and be more fatal.

All he fays, therefore, on this Head, is un-
reafonable, and really thameful.

P. go. St. Fobn having faid, that Fefus came
and ftood in the mudft of his Difciples, when
the Doors were fhut, ch. xx. 19, 26. your
Philofopher, to fhew his Skill in his Profeffion,

obferves that the Apottle fuggefts, that one folid
or material Body pafs'd through another, without
injuring the Forin of either. But whatif the Door
was open’d or unlock’d, though the Apoitles
did not perceive it, or know how it was done?
or what if this was done in a miraculous Man-
ner ? What occafion does the Text afford of
talking fo abfurdly, as if one Body penctrated
another ? This Author 1s very ready to frame

Contradictions, to avoid the Appearance of a
Miracle.

Your Author goes on, p. 51, 52. and fays,
 When I bave to do with one who bas the Pewer
of working Miracles, my Senfes may be miraculoufly
wronght upor 5 in fuch Cofe I may and ought te

gueflion as much the Truth of my Senfes as the Ob-
jeft, that I am neither deceiv’d in the one nor the

other.  Let us then fuppole, according to the
| Au-
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Author’s Reafoning, that the Miracle of cuting
a lame Man, whom he had known many Years
to be lame, was wrought for his Conviion;
would he not believe his own Eyes when he faw
the lame Man welting and leaping, upon another’s
faying only, Rife up end wair ? No! he muft
not believe 1, becaufe he who wrought the
Miracle might have miracuioully wrought upon
his Senfes; fo that the lame Man might not
really leap or walk, though heiaw him do both.
He will believe then, that upon a Word fpeak-
ing, his Eyes fhall be io thipos’d as to fee a
fan whom he knows to have been born lame
walking and dancing. Is not this Miracle
wrought upon his Eyes as much a Miracle as
the other? It is all one whether the Miracle 1s
wrought in the Senfes or in the Object ; there-
fore it is highly abfurd to {uppole the Senfes
to be miraculoufly wrought upon on purpole to
make an Appearance only of another Miracle
in the Object of them. Your Philofopher there-
fore, to be fure, meant heire to jay fomething
againft Miracles, but he did not know what.
He next attacks St. Pax! (p. 53.) and fays, He
writes by Hearfay only, therefore can be no proper
Evidence to tefify of Things done before bhe was
born. Y {uppole this Author would think him-
felf 11l us’d as e wmeral Philofopber, that no Cre-
dit was to be given to what he fhould report
upon Hearfay, though from the moft credible
Eye-Witneffes of the Things he reports. But,
however, this was not St. Pan!’s Cafe ; he wrote
nothing by Hearfay relating to the Doctrine of
* Chrift s
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Chrift ; he receiv’d it by Revelation, as he him-
felf declares. I certify you Brethren, fays he,
that the Gofpel which was preached of me, is nof
after Man. For I neither receiv’d it of Man,
weither was I taught it, but by the Revelation of
Jefus Chuift, Gal. 1. 131, 12.  And if he had by
Hearfay, or heard Cephas and Faimes fay that
they had feen Chriff, and allo relate the other
Appearances of him to his Difciples, which had
happen’d but a Year or two before he became a
Chriftian, (and therefore I preflume not before He
was born, as this Author fays) why might he
not believe them ?

Your Moral Philofopher concludes his Ex-

amination of the Evidence of the Witnefies of
Chriff’s Refurretion with this finifhing Stroke
(p. 56.) Thus the Saints agreey and fuch Agree-
ment is common ameng Satnts.  Thewr Miracles,
Morals, Dotlrines, and Pradlices, are alike
barmonious, 1 hope this Author is capable of
fo much Reflettion as to be forry for, and
repent of fuch rath and injurious Expreffions.
The Evidence of tne Relurrection and Aicen-
fion of the holy Fefus is all confiftent, as I have
fhewn, But this Author confounds one Thing
with another at Random to make an Appear-
ance of a Difagreement, and to puzzle vulgar
Underftandings; and this with fome Reflec-
tions, which he may think Wit, but which are
neither becoming a Gentleman or a Man of
~ Senfe, and much lefs the Charalter of a Moral

- Philofsphers 15 the Sum of all ke has written.

In
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In Anfwer to fomething faid by the Author
of the T7ial of the Witnefles (whom 1 leave to
defend himfelf) your Philofopher fays (p.-z8,
59.) Is 1t wot wvery abfurd that the meaneft Wit-
neffes fhould be pick’d and cull’d out for the beft, in
the greateft Affcirs———:that thofe who are princi-
pally interefed 11 a Will—fhould be allowed to be
the beft and only Wituefles of the faid Will? 1
thould be forry if this Gentleman and all of
you had not an Intereft in this //7//, which is
here fo contemptibly fpoken of. It is no other
than the #7ll of God, containing the Promife:
of eternal Life and Happinefs to all who leligve
in him, weifhip bim, and obey bim. Would you
exclude yourfelves from an Intereft in fuch a
Will? T hope not, I believe not. 'What then
does your Author mean by excluding thofe
whom he {uppofes to be principally interefted
in this greateft Affeir, from being Witnefles of
the Truth of it? Is it an Intereft that can tempt
any one to lie, or prevaricate, or to ufe any
Deceit to obtain the Benefit of it ? Juft the con-
trary; unlefs you fuppofe (which you will not
fappofe) that Falfe-witnefs and Impofture is the
Way to obtain the Love and Favour of God,
and the Happinefs of a future State.  Secondly,
Thofe only are the meaneft Witnefles, who are
leait faithful and true. But there lies no Ex-
ception againft the moral Characters of the
Apofiles of Chrifi: And their being plain and
unicarned Perfons 1s rather an Advantage to
their Teftimony, it being a plain Narration of
wnat they [z and beard, told with the greateft
- Sim-
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Simplicity, and without Art or Difguife. The.
Proofs of our Saviour’s Refurreftion were a- .
dapted to the meaneft Capacities. Butif this Au.
thor thinks it of any Coniequence in the Caufe,
that Men of Charatter and Authority fhould
have beep among the firft who believed in Chriff,
there were many fuch, as St. Fobn tells us,
ch. xii. ver. 42, where it 1s faid, that many of the
chief Rulers of the Fews believed on Jelus, though
they had not Honefty and Courage ¢nough ta
confefs him openly, for fear of Ecclefiaftical Cen-
fures, and lofing their Reputation and Authori-
ty in the Sanhedrim. Nay, and even Herod
himfelf declared his Belief of the Miracles of
Chrift upon the Evidence of thofe who had feen
them. Mzt xiv. 1, 2.

P. 59. he fays, It is Zmprobable ond abfurd
that Jelus fhould be faid publickly to prediét bis
own Refurreflion, and not fulfl] it in publick—
that be fhould inform the People that be would rife
again the third Day, yet difappoint all their Ex-
pelations in feeing bim——by rifing before them,

or appearing to them afterwards——They [aid,
let bim come down from the Crofs end we will be-

lieve in bim 3 and would they not have believed in

bim, if be bad come up from the Dead ? He goes
on to the fame Purpofe, p. 6o, 61.

I anfwer, The Evidence of Chriff’s Refurrec-
tion was publick. It wasin the Sight of the
beft Ewvidence in the World, according to this
Author’s own Declaration (p. 64.) that half a
dozen Waichinen is better Evidence than o dozen
Apoftles.  Chrift rofe in the Sight of thofe very

Guards
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Guards whom the Fews had fet to watch his
Sepulchre, and who confeffed the Truth of it
before the Chief Priefts; though afterwards,
for Intereft and fear of Punithment, they told
another Story as the Priefts had dire@ted them. '
Yet fo partial is your . Author, as tu credit this
latter 1dle inconfiftent Story rather than the
firft Declaration which the Soldiers made of
Chiift’s Refurrection, where they had no Inter-
eft or Motive to tell a Lie, and which was very
natural and credible. 7efus alfo did appear to
thofe, to whom he had promis’d to .rife from
the Dead on the third Day : For he appeared in
'Galilee to above five hundred of his Difciples at
once. And as to the Fewifh Prieits themielves,
after fuch Evidence as they had received from
their own Watch, and fuch an abfurd Lie con-
triv'd by them to evade it and hinder its Recep-
tion, 1s it at all probable (I may appeal to this
Author or to any Deift) that if he had rofe in
their Sight, or made his firlt Appearance in
their Aflembly, they would have believed his
Refurrection 2 whit the more ? They might
have pretended, as this Author fuggefts, that
he was not really dead, though they .thought
he was when he was taken down from the
Crofs ; or they would have probably {faid
(fomething like what Celfus * obje€ed) that his
Appearance was only a Delufion of {ome evil
Spirit who had carred oft his Body, and per-
fonated him, in order to draw them into his

* Orig. cout, Celf b, 11, Pe g1, :
Im-
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Ithipoftire: It is not therefore worthy of God
fo make his miraculous Power cheap and con-
temptible amongft profligate and hardened Un-
believers ; -by whom he knew it would not be
reégarded:’ Freygave many publick and infallible
Proofs of the Refurrection of Fefus, to thofe
who are difpofed to recetve the Truth which
it was wrought by the Power of ‘God to con-
firm. The Evidence continued after his Afcen-
« fion to thine forth more and more, and to be

corroborated by the Miracles which the Apoftles
wrought in Teftimony of this great Article’ of
Faith, during their whole Lives; and others
wrought many Years after the Death of the
Apoftles. Thefe Miracles were never gainfayed
or contradited either by Fews or Gentiles, that
we read of, and were admitted by both. And
by the Power of them and of the rational
Doétrine attefted to by them, Millions of Con-
verts were gain’d from Superftition and Ido-
latry to the Belief and Worfhip of the one
true God, and of Fefus Chrift as the divine Pub-
lither of Salvation to the World. And his
Doétrine in a few Yéars was fpread all over the
Roman Empire, in Europe, Afia, and Africa,
and the Hiftory of the Gofpels could never be
confuted by the moft learned Fews or Philofo-
phers. It withftood alfo all the Oppofition of
worldly Power, conquer’d and made Captives
unto Chrift of the wife and learned as well as
of the fimple and unlearned, till it drew, .as it
were, the whole World after it by rhe Con-
verfion of the Roman Empire from Pagani{m

to trug Religion and: Chriffianity.
M This
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This was the Effect of that Evidénce of Chriff's
Refurrefion, which this Author ridicules, and
by an uncommon Weaknefs as well as Affu-
rance, pronounces to be impofiible and a mere
Fition. And whereas he infifts on the Impofi-
bility of Miracles for many Pages, in oppofition
to natural as well as to revealed Religlon, as
1 have largely prov’d in the preceding Papers ;
yet he muft allow one as great a Miracle as any
of thofe he thinks impoffible; wiz. that the
Chriftic Religion, a mere Fable according to
him, did by the preaching of a few illiterate
{heats who pretended to work Miracles, make
Milt:ons of Converts to it in a few Years, with-
out the wifeft Oppofer being ever able to difco-
ver the Cheat; and in Defiance of all worldly
Power us’d to extirpate it; and did even {pread
all over the Reman Empire, and prevail with
Kings to forfake the Religion of their Fathers,
which had been long eftabhih’d by Laws, and
under which their Kingdoms had rofe, and in-
creas’d, and flourillh’d ; and to embrace a mere
Impofture inftead of it. And all thefe wonder-
ful Effe&ts were wrought in a moft difcerning
and learned Age, over-run with Superftition
and Infidelity'; neither of which difpofe Men
to hearken to new Doétrines that are not at-
tended with more than ordinary Evidence, That
one Superftition (as this Author, and all you
Deifts fuppofe Chriftianity to be) fhould prevail
by mere Cheat and Impofture aver all other
Superftitions, without Power, Learning, or any
worldly Intereft to fupport it ; -and-fhould con-
vert to 1t, not anly the Vulgar and Unicarne}?,

. who
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who are very hard to be brought off from
the Prejudices of a long received, though falfe
Religion ; but alfo Philofophers and Politicians,
and by Degrees bring whole States and King-
doms to embrace 1it, and to renounce all other
Religion for the Sake of it; this, I fay, is as
great a Miracle as any -related in the Gofpel-
Hiftory, and much harder to be believ’d than
all the Scripture-Miracles put together. Yet
the Deifts muft acknowledge this Miracle to be
a moft certain Truth.

In ignorant Ages, a falfe Religion or Super-
ftition may be propagated and prevail by the
cunning of learned Impoftures for worldly Ends
and Purpoles ; or 1t may be forc’d upon Men
by temporal Power; this we know to be the
Ground of Popery and Mohammedifm. But
it was never known, nor is 1t at all credible,
that fuch Impoftures or a falfe Religion were or
can be eftablifh’d by a few Men of no Note,
without Literature, Power, or Policy; andin a
learned Age too, and in Oppofition alfo to all
the Power and Learning of the whole World.
Therefore we may conclude with wife Gainaliel,
Alts v. ver. 38. That if this Counfel or this IVork
bad been of Men, it wou’d bave come to nought ;
and "as he infers, ver. 39. If it be of God, you
cannot overthrow ity but may juftly fear, that
by your Oppofition to it you will be found even
to fight againft God.

- One thing more I muft take Notice of i-,
his faying, P. 65. Why fhould the Apofles of ol
Men require the whole World to credit the greatefs

Miracle that ever was on the leaft Foundation 2
M 2 And
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And wky fheuld the Credit of this depend on them
clone 2 If i bundred and twenty or frve hundyed
Jaww bim bejdes, cow’d they not atteft it as awell 2
I have thewn that the Apoftles were well qua-
lified to wrize the Gofpel Hiftory, confifting of
Facts of which they were Eye and Ear-Witnefles.
Ard many others belides them, who faw Chrif
after he was rifen from the dead did, no Doubt,
atteft the Truth of his Refurretion. But this
Author expelts to have their Teftimony in
Wrnung, which is ndiculous, efpecially in him
who has in Effect declar’d that not five hundred
or five thoufand Witnefles to a Miracle cou’d
convince him, becaufe he thinks it an Impofﬁ-
b ]Lt} m Itfe f
But muft, I befeech you, no Hiftory be cre-
dited on the Evidence of one or more Hiftorians,

who were prefent and perfonally concerned in
the Falts related in it; or upon any lefs Evi-

dence than the concurrent Teftimony of every
Perfon prefent or concern’d ? What will become
of Hiftory and human Faith at this rate ? or
what can one fav to fuch a Reafoner as your
wicral Philspher ¢ But the Hiftory of Chrifti-
anity does not depend on the Teftimony of
one fingle Writer, who Was a perfonal Witnefs
to the Fadts related in it; it depends on the
concurrent and agreeing Teftimony of feveral
who had a perional Knowledcre of all they re-
lated; of one alfo who was from an Enemy and
Perff:cutor, converted and made a Difciple of
€briff by a miraculous Evidence of his Refur-
rect.on and Afcenfion. The Gofpel-Hxﬁmy with

Recraid
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Regard only to the Writers of it, is better at-
tefted than any Hiftory in the World 'befides
ever was. There are no Falts n the Eoffern Hi-
ftories, or in the Greek.or Roman, near fo well
or ftrongly attefted as thofe of the Golpel. So
that a Deift, if confiftent, has really the Mor-
tification to be an Infidel, not in Chiftian Hi-
ftory only, but in the whole Hiftory of Man-
kind, He muft be an Enemy to all Fauh as
well as to that in Fefus; to all hiftorical Trucl
whatfoever, as well as to that of the Scriptures,
And tho’ every Perfon will be ready to think,
that fuch Incredulity is not capable of any ra-
tional Conviction; yet1 will add, that there is
in the Gofpel-Hiftory greater Evidence than any
mere human Hiftory not only has, but is or ever
was capable of having; an Evidence greater
than that of ten thoufand Witnefles, tho’ they
had all left their Atteftations in Writing 4 an
Evidence greater than that of the whole Fewi/h
Priefthood could have been, tho’ they had all
feen Chrift rife from the dead, and had declard
themf{elves convinc’d of the Reality of his Re-
furrection and been converted by 1t. This Evi-
dence I mean, is_that of the Prophecies of the
Old Teftament fulfilled 1n the New ; and of the
Prophecies of the New Teffament, which were
publithed by CZrift and his Apoftles; many of
which have been moft eminently fulfill’d, and
many of which alfo continue from their firfk
Predition to be fulfilling, and fulfill’d to this
Day: So that the Evidence of the Gofpel is
not only an hiftorical Evidence of the greateft
and moft unqueftionable Authority, but is like-

M 3 wife
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wife equzl to that of the moft certain and de-
monftrative Truth. But i1t feems, according to
your Author’s reafoning, feeing the Falls re-
lated 1s no Proof of their being done; nay, and
enduring cll kind of Sufferings and even Death
itfelf, in Teftimony of the Falts feen, 1s with
Him no Kind of Proof (p. 70.) of their being
done; the Truth of thele Facts al{o at the fame
Time being never contefted or pretended to be
confuted by the Oppofers of them, adds, it
{eems, no Weight or Evidence to them. Far-
ther, the greateft Miracles being wrought by the
Atteftors of thefe Fats in Confirmation of their
Teftimony of the Truth of them, will not yet,
with him, prove them true or credible. -Again,
the Converfion of Millions to the Doétrines and
Profeffion of the Fatts attefted by thefe Eye
and Ear-Witneffes, and confirmed by many
Miracles; and this Converfion made in Oppolfi-
tion to all worldly Intereft, and in fpite of all
worldly Power to prevent it ; ftill according to
your Philofopher, all this is no. Proof or Evi-
dence of the Truth of thefe Fats and thefe
Doltnines.  Therefore he may go on and fay,
either that God cannot deliver Prophecies (juft
as he fays Miracles are inconfiftent with the
divine Attributes)-or that Events correfpondent
to a Fore-relation of them are not an Evidence
of the Truth of Prophecies, but are the Effedts
and Confequences of mere Chance or any Thing
but of divine Fore-knowledge. This is the laft
Length of an hardned and defperate Infidel,
and 1s a2 Demonftration not of De:fm but of unt-

verfal Scepticdm or Atheifin.  Such Realoners
(which
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(which I hope none of you are) are Tnemies
to all Truth and Reafon, and are a difgrace to
the very Name and Nature of Man: There-
fore till a Deift can make fome Objeétion againft
the Hiftory and Doctrines of the Gofpel; can
offer fome Reafon or Evidence to prove either
the Falts or Doltrines of Chriftiarity not to be
true, according to the Rule of common Reéa-
fon and Equity 1n all Enquiries, they ouglt both
to be receiv’d as true.

Thefe Fadts and thefe Doltrines were of the
oreateft Importance both to Fews and Geinsiles,
as diffolving the political Law of Mofes, and
putting an End to the Levitical Inftitution on the
one hand; and on the other hand, tending to
abolith all Superftition and Idolatry which had
been every where eftablifb’d by human Laws 4
and inftead of thefe, introducing a new State of
uncorrupted natural Religion, teaching the Wor-
hip of the one true God alone without Sacri-
fices or any burdenfome Rites and Ceremonies ;
commanding all Men to repent of and forfake
their Sins and Vices, and to live foberly, godly,
and righteoufly in the prefent State, under the
Promife and Aflurance of Pardon, and Recon-
ciliation with God without any Pumihment o
Suffering for Sins paft; and under the Belief and
Expe&ation of Salvation and Happ.nefs in
future State. All the Hardthip (pardon the
Expreffion) is, that we are required to accep:”
this Revelation of God’s Grace and Goodnels,
as being procur’d and convey’d to us by a riof:
holy Perfon fent from God in our Nature (o

M 4 g:l':".:
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give us- Affurance of it*, who wrought many
+eracles and fulfill’d many Prophecies in Proof
of his divine Miffion ; and was put to death for
his Teftimony to the Truth; and was rais’d by
the Power of God from the dead; and exalted
to a State of Glory and Happinefs; and made
under God our fpiritual Head and Governor,
till we alio thall, by the fame divine Power which
ratfed him from the dead, be ratled from the
dead alfo, and partake of that happy State
which He 1s poffefled of; and that we are re-
quird in the mean Time to keep and exprefs a
continual thankful Remembrance of his Death,

who loved us even unto Death, and hath pro-
cur'd fuch Benefits for us; and to put up all our

Prayers to God 7n b1s Name, as a Teltimony of
our acknewledging him to be our Lord and Sa-
viour; and the Teacher of that Rehgion and
Author of that Faith, by which we are brought

* This indeed was the principal Objeftion made to Chri-
fiarity by the two great Apologifts for Idolatry, Calfus and
Fulian. They thought their Demons and Heroes were more

illuftrious and better deferved to be worfhipp'd than Fefur;
tho’ they could not fhew that they 'had been Benefa&tors to
Mankind ; and it was evident from the Hiftory of them that
their Charafters were vicious, impure and immoral ; and
their Worthippers had not only no divine Authority to af-
cribe any invifible Power to them, on the Pretence of which
only it was that the Worfhip of them was founded ; bat on
the contrary, the Worfhip of them was exprefly forbidden
by divine Revelation, which declared them to be evil Agents
and Adverfaries to true Religion and the Worlhip of the one
true God. But the Miflion of Fefus Chriff was foretold by
the Prophets infpir'd by God, and both his Life, Doétrine,

and Miracles bore Witnefs that he was the- Holy One-of
Ged.

to
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to the Knowledge of the true God, and the mof!
acceptable Way of worfhipping Him in Spirs
and in Truth. If there 1s any Hardfhip or Un-.
reafonablenefs in fuch a Syftem of Religion as
this, let the Deifts thew it. This is the Sum of
the Chriftian Dolrine preach’d both to Fews
and Gentiles by the Apoftles of Chrift during
their Lives, and written 1n their Gofpels
for the Benefit of Mankind to the End of
the World. -

We never read that the Fews, in the Times
of the Apoftles preaching amongft them, or
afterwards, deny’d the Truth of Cérif’s Refir-
reCtion, or of the Miracles which his Apoftles
wrought in his Name, and In Teﬁimony of it
when Peter and others of the Apoftles declar’d
in the Prefence of the High Prieft and Council
of the Fews, That God bad raisd up Jefus,
whom they bad flain, and exalted bim to be a
Prince and a Seviour: And that the Spirit of
God bore Witnefs to their Teftimony, who
had {een him after his Refurretion, by the Mi-
racles which were wrought by his Power in
Confirmation of the Truth of it. This is the
Import of A5 v. 27—32. The Fewifh Coun-
cil, in Anfwer to their Evidence and Declara-
tion, did not deny the Fat of the Refurretion
of Fefus; or alledge the idle Story which they
had put into the Mouths of the Watch to fpread
gmongft the f{illy People who were at their
Devotion, viz. that the Apoftles had ftole the
Body out of the Sepulchre : This was too grofs
to be ferioufly made ufe of without expofing

them-
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themfelves. Nor did the Fewifh Council at alj
deny the Truth of the miraculous Deliverance
of the Apoftles out of thie Common Prifon where
they had put them, and iet a Watch over them,
ver. 18--23. The Falt was too notorious to be
deny’d ; therefore Gamaliel, one of the Coun-
cil, a Doétor of the Law, and a Perlon of great
Reputation, advis’d them to difmifs the Apo.-
ftles, without inflicting any farther Punifhment
but beating them, ver. 40. for dilobeying their
former Commands ; telling them withal, that
if the Apoftles Preaching ‘was a mere human
Doftrine, and the Fafts they related not true,
their Council and Work would come to nought,
ver. 34, 38. To whofe Advice the reft agreed;
which they could not be {uppos’d to do, had
they difcover’d any Cheat or Falfhood in' the
Apoftles Witnefs of Chriff’s Refurrection. The
Advice fhews they thought the Fatt might be
true, and was true for any thing they knew to
the contrary ; and their Charge’ to the Apoftles
to preach no more in the Name of Fefus, (i. e.
that he was rifen from the dead) thews that the
Evidence of it had great Effect upon the Peo-
ple, and had caus’d their Doctrine to be {pread
and receiv’d all over Ferufalein, ver. 28. And
thefe very Rulers, alittle before this, were for-
ced to confefs a2 miraculous Cure done by Peter
and Fobn upon a Man who had been lame from
his Mother’'s Womb ; which Miracle they did in
the moft public Manner at one of the Gates of
the Temple where the People were affembled,
who all faw and knew the Man that was cur’d,

chap,
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chap. iil. 9, 10. The Fewifh Council had the
Tan before them who was heal’d ; and know-
ing the Fa&t to be true from his own Mouth,

as well as from many others who had feen him;
they were forc’d to confels that ¢ notable Mir dele

bad becn wrozngt by the Apoftles. And their
Confeflion of the Fatt is very remarkable, as
it is related chap, iv. 13—23. -

C ON.
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CONCLUSION.

Thus, Gentlemen, I have given you the
Proof of Reveal’d Religion from Miracles and
Prophecies, and have confiderd your Moral
Philofopber’s Objettions (which are the principal
that have been or can be made) to the Evidence
of the Refurrettion of Fefus; and have, I hope,
anfwer'd them {o far to your Satisfaction, as that
you will give what I have written, your ferious
and impartial Confideration. I have no other
View but to defend Chbriflianity, as being the
pure and undzfiled Religion of Nature and Rea-
{fon, made more perfe& by divine Revelation.
And asupon za long and diligent Enquiry (with-
out Prejudice I hope) I am fully fatisfy’d of
the Truth and Divinity of it, I fhould rejoice
and be exceeding glad if I could be an Inftru-
ment by any Labours or Endeavours of mine,
of enlarging the Profeffion of it by your Con-
viction and Reception of 1t.

We are happy in living under a Government
and a Prince who proteét and favour that re-
ligious (give meleave to call it Cbriffian) Liberty
which is the natural Right of all Mankind:
And I hope that the Spirit of Perfecution, which
1s the very Image of Autichriff and Satan, will
never be fuffer’d to appear in the Temple of
God amongft us.

One Benefit of Chiiftian Liberty has been,
that through your Oppofition to the Chriftian
Faith and Doftrine, they have both been more
fully examin’d, and better underftood and de-

fended,
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fended, than I believe they -otherwife would
have been. And if Chriftianity has receiv’d Be-
nefit by your Fall, I hope it would receive
greater Benefit by your rifing again, and being
convinc'd of the Truth of it.

“Though I have always thought there is a
Bigotry in Infidelity as well as in Superflition,
and do not think that you are free from Preju-
dice in oppofing, as others are not in matn-
taining receiv’d Doctrines and Opinions; yet
if you will freely and fairly examine the Scrip-
cures themfelves, and the entire Evidence of
the Faéts and Dotrines contain’d in them, you
will have the Advantdge of not being entangled
before-hand with any Set of human Traditions
and ungrounded Hypothefes receiv’d by fome
as fundamental Articles of Religion, to obftruct

your Enquiries, or to lead you into Error. The
Scriptures would open to you new and amazing;
Scenes of Providence in the Government of the
World: And what Pleafure muft be added to
the reading of the Hiftory of Mankind, to fee
that the great and good Creator hath been
continually watchful over the Affairs of us,
his poor Creatures ? To fee that all the great
Motions, the Rife, and Fall, and Changes of
the feveral Kingdoms of the Earth, which we
read of both with Pleafure and Aftonithment,
have been recorded Years and Ages before they-
happened in the facred Writings of Mofes, and
the Prophets, and of the Apoftles of Chrif.
Thefe are demonftrative Evidences of a con-
tinual Providence againtt Scepticifin and Atheifin 5
and a faithful Witnefs from Heaven to the

Truth,
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Truth, both of the Myfzic and Chiiffian Reli-

n. .
ngAH I thall farther add 1s, to beg of you that -
whilft you continue your Oppofition to and Un-
belief of the Chriffian Faith and Do&rine, you
will' not treat them (as too many of you have
done) with Scurrility, with Contempt, or Ridi-
cule. The Chriftian Religion 1s too ferious an
Afiair to be fcoffed or laughed at. We fhall
always be ready to attend to what you offer in
> rational or Scholar-like Way; and will treat
vour Arguments and Perfons with Decency and
Refpect : But fuch a Way of Writing as the late
Mora! Philofopher was {o unhappy as to ufe,
end fuch as your prefent Morel Philofopher has
ufed, is highly indecent and offenfive, and may
provoke fome 1n their Anfwers to fhew a more
warm and bitter Zeal than becomes a2 good
Chriftiai, though ever fo much reviled or in-
jured.

I am, Gentemen, with hearty Wifhes, that
all Chriffian Happinefs may attend you both
bere and hereafter, £ Th 35

oxr Humble Servant,

I. I.
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