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IN a counuy possessing as many Bible Societies as the United States, it 
cannOl 'Ie nt:,css.lry to prove the obligation every christian is under, to pro­
nwte the universal diffusion of the Sacred Records of his Religion. The ob­
ligation is felt and acknowledged, and if the efforts of the Christians in Ame­
rica, to distribll~e the Scriptures, have ntlt been proportionate to their ahilities, 
it has arisen from their ignorance of the great want of Bibles, anel from it want 
of ("Ollcert :IIDong thtmselves in consequence of the plan they have- unfortunate· 
ly adopted, of confining themselves to Independent Local Bible Societies alone . 

• 

T u prove that greater exertions arc necessary than have hitherto been 
made, and to shew the duty and importance of abandoning our present syste 
and ~doptiJlg a new one, is the object of the following mftmoir. 

To pro\'e that grt'ater exertions are nececessary, it will be sufficient to 
shew firsl the great want of Bibles both at home and abroad; and secondly, 
the extt nt to whirh Wt" have relieved this want. In the consideration of this 
latter suljt d, the indllcac.y of our present system will fully appear, and conse. 
qucntly the duty and importance of adopting a new system. 

, 

0:. r-nteting upon the first inquiry, our hearts sink with~n us, at the re­
collect:'.n. that while the population of those countries in which the Rdigion 
of ( hrll>t is professed, (5 no more than 213 millions, it is computed that there 
an- l\) the wotld, 550 millions of souls who have never heard of his name. 
Bllt ~ hilt we lamtnt the darkness of the heathen world, let us not think that 
the light of tht! Gospel is fredy diffused in those lands, on which the Sun of 
Rightt:ou~Ill'ss has ristn; for on t'xamination we shall find, that thousands and 
millions, an: hid from the brightness of his beams. 

The whole number of Bibles which in 1801 had ever been printed for 
the immense Empire of Russia, whose population exceeds 40 millions, was 
aboUl S;;l.4 thousand and so late as 1811, there were in the Provinces of Es .. 
thoni.,. and Livonia. 400,000 families without a Bible. 

. 

In 1812, the number of persons speaking the Finnish language was not 
less than 1,300.000; and yet for 30 years not a Bible had been printed for 
,ht:ir use, and scarcely a single copy could be purchased. 

In ] 811~ there were upwards of 1,';00,000 Protestants in Hungary pos-
5~SStd ot but few Bibles. 

., 

In 1813 it was computed that/our out ofjif}~, in Denmark were without· 
Bibks. 

, 



-

• 

In 1liOi. in Irela.nd. ~\·hMe popubtion is about ,:iCl,t1OO. tht're were 1""',' 

40 or 50 lllbl~s. _ 
• 

, 

In 1810, there werr of ·th(' P~rsi~Ul Chl'isti;m~. (w cal!l'l\j 200.()()O wht"l : 
had ne\"C'r St'en a 13iblt, ill thdr l)WIl wngut', :Hlll in Cl'ytlHl, .).iO,O\.)(,l prIll. ~,~()r:, , 

of Christianity cqu;\Hy dt'stitult'. I 
• 

In t805. it was complltnt that in tlw southern p:.rt of Inland, two !hint. 
of th~ Protc'SUtnl f:tmilin, \\ ere: wit hout Bible's; and tlUW\1g the C-ath"lIes it ' 
w~s. supPQseulhal net nwre th;m cue- f~u\lily in .')00, had a t:opy of the 5aip 
tun·s. 

L~, us now ulrt'ct our \'il \V to Grl':u·Britain. where \\-C' art' apt to sup­
pose th.lt •• tl.1c d~lrkness is P~\st, ~md that tht: true light now .,hincth." ~ 

In \\"ales, thert :nc J50,OQO people Ip8aking the \Velsh langu;'gt', but for 
30 n~lfs befoft!> 119J, not a Bible h'ld been printed for their use . 

• 

In 180" an)ong 4000 p~r50ns in a certain Puish in Scotland, there wen 
fou:ld hut i:l Bibles. 

In Eng\md so late as 1814. of 960 families in the Town and nel~hbour. 
hood {It S\\\lthhampton, 415 f.tmilies containing 1 ;84 indi,-idulls, wc:re foun~ ! 

on Cl.~tU)lnltion to be without Bibles. 

In 1810. it was computed that there \Tere 10,000 families in the C('!um: 
of Norfolk without a Bible. 

From an actual inquiry madt" by order of the Bishop of Durham, it wa' 
dis.o,·ered. that in that diocese. thae 1H"re 5.800 families \V ithout Hible~, e~ ; 
tin . t mg the rest of England and \\' ales in this proportiun, they must cQnt~i!"' . 

. 350,000 f iliea destitute: of the Scriptures. . 

If such be the famine of the \vord of God in Great·BritaiD, \ .. here Pro-: 
kMannsm and religiou:; zeal han so greatly tended to diffuse it, how gric\'ouc : 

must \)( the scarcity in France, Spain, ltal~', and other Catholic countrits ! . 
,. 

. Let us now look at home, and let us be~i. our inquiries, with a statc&, 
that has long been diatinguished for the rdigious habits of its citizens. The 
Rcpen of tht Connei'tlcut Bible: Society for 18t2, informs us, that there were 
more in that state without the Scriptut~s than the friends of the Society c,)uld 
supply; and let us remember that this Society is one of tho oldest and ablest 
m OUT country., and the State better supplied with Bibles, than probahiy any 
other district oi ~ same population in the world. The of the 1'1 as· 
salhusett's Bible Society for 1813, f£SSCnS that there are manr settlements in 
the district of Maine. in which onlv one or hva Bibles could be found. Du· 

• 

. rin& the rear prec:cdinC this Reperl, the Society"had diatributed 2,296 Bibles 
• 

• 



"M 532 Te.tament.: attd tbt'1 t'eclarc tltat "ho\vevor unprobable it may .~cm, 
this il\lIul>t:'1" was n~cJcd." 

In 1814, it Wl\~ estimated that there were in the 1'lissinippi Territory, 
sooo /ll': il", destitute of the.Scripturh i 12,000 in the Territories of Indiana, 
1:111101:>. 'lOti ,\~ iss(luri ; 8.000 in the Slate of LOlli!liana ; 10.00(} in Tt~nnell!iee; 
1.3l)()O III Ohio; and ~1O.0nO III Kt'ntnck, • such is the dearth of t1"1l' Scripturea 
bodl at h()l\Ic and ahro~,d. Surdy" darlmC:i~ has covned tht: earth, and gross 
darkness the pcoplf'!." 

But white \Vt" deplore this darknt's5. and are astoni.hed at its extent, lit 
:.:~ t'~"llli:lt' \\'h~t wt! h~\v~ uone to dissipate it .. 

.owing to the want of a centre of Heligious Intelligellce in the United 
·Statt"s. it it' imposslhlt' to ascertain with exactness, the numher of Bihles 
which hali been distrihutl'd b\" the AIlH:ricau Societies ;,but a few facts which 

• 

Wt' pOSlOes., wi\} cllab1c us to arri\"t! ~lt some gt'neral conclusions. 

The Report of the Connecticut Bible Society (or 1813,. states the whole 
Dumber of Bibles distrihuted by that Sociel\' since it!> establishment at 7644; .. ~ 

and adds. that :l"iis i!l a gre-att:r numher than had been distributed by any other 
Society in the United St.'ltes. There were in tht: U. States, at the commence­
ment ot that "ear 240 Bible Societies; of these .... were formed in the course: of 

• 

the preceding ye.\r, and cannot be supposed to have distributed many Bihles 
during the few first months after tht-ir organization. Let us admit (I-llthough 

· we are assured of the contrary,) that the remaining 20, had tlistrihuted as 
, 0130\" Bibles as the Connecticllt Societ\" had done; the whole number then 

" " 

I distributed at the beginning of 1 S 1 J was but 152.880. But when we recollect 
• 

that the Connecticut Societ,· was the second Socict,· established in our coun-
• • 

, try; that two of the .lbove ~O, were Bihle and Prayer B,ok Societies, and an-
t othtr was a Bible and Tract Society; and of course only a part or their funds 

appropriated to the ditfu~ion of the Scriptures: we shall perceive how very 
• • 

: distant the admission we ha,·c maue: is from the the truth. Since 1 S 13, the 
• • 

: number of Bible Soci~tit. has increased; but the neW' Societies have been 
I 

I chieflr To"wn and County Societies; tmbracing small districts; :lnti enjoying 
· very limited patronage, and mOlt of them but of r~cellt uate. If t~Cll we state 
! t~e whole number of Bibles which at the com:nt-ncement uf 1816 had been 

distributed by the Am~rican Societies, at ahout 150,000 we shail probably 
overrate the actual amount. It is said that in Kentucky there are 30,000 

• 

families without a Bible; the amount of Bibles then distributed hv Christian 
• 

A:nerica siDce 1808, is not more than sllffici,c!nt to supply each of these fami-
lies with 5 copies. 

But to love others hesides ourst::lves, is the pecllli lr c!laractl!ristic of 
Christianity let us therefore: inquire, to what extpllt WI! have diffused 
tht:: light of R~vei;\tion beyond our own borders. In order to send the Bible 
to foreigner., we must publisn it in other languages than our OWll. It is be-

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• 
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• 

, 
• 

I"""f',l the AmI m"i\O 8(\"'1.'11("5 h~\Ve nOt Q;strihu~((t dIe liihle in n'on I hill. j 

1.;n~H:I~:'. \"1.: En~lH.h. Frc;uch. Dutdl art I GC'rm~\O. rhe es~,'r numher q 
Blhlc.'s \\'hh"h hsvc b~t.n sr.-nt oUt of the C01 .. Utry. cannot bl' :\!\c('ttalncd, o~t 
is lllnsl ')I"'"hable. th~t ~'ith the C"~c~ption of some" sent tn C.Hlada. no ,~onsid 

• 

r.lhf(" n : 'I\b.r in ~\l1y llolngUtlgt> Ius be:C'1\ sflnt bc\'nnrl our own Trrritol'ic-s; a"l 
tbllt t.l Frt"nch. D·lleh. and G~r\mll\ Bibles which h:w~ hc.'cn distribuled, ha~ 
bern ~:\'('n .t.~ th\ls~ (If our ~n\'n ('it;Zt'ns who <:T'c!lk tht's: J:lI'~l\.l.gt·"" i 

'1 ~hl~ n ~pprars that SlOtt~ 1808. when l~W inlt Billie Soc,ct\ wao: est 
bli~ht',I, th, Christi.UlS of the L'nil('d States. h;u'e through [he: medium 
thC:lr SOt-i'lies, dlstrlbuud aoout t 50,000 copies ot tht' Bible' in four langll.lgr 
tha·th amOllJ.'t tht-ir own ctluntr~"Rlen · .. ueh i5 thr C'R"ering which as a NOItJo! 
W~ h.l\·l' nnde:' at tht~ shrine of Christian bt:ne\·olt'nct'· such is the returll ,,: 

• 

holY\." madt" to H('.l\'en for tbe national and indi,·idu.\\ blt'uin~~ we ('njoy! ; 
H t\'lng thll~ ~lSCt'rh\in('d what \\"e have oU1"St"lvcs. )t1(' in tht' cau&e nl l 

B,bl". iet us St't whal {,tht'rs h:\\'t" dont" in the. s;lme. C;lUSt'. It 3ppear~ f 
tht" h.st Rc:port of tlw British and Fortign Dible Societ~ that the Christians 
(~n-a{.liribliu~ h:l\'e during tht' last eh'\"('n years, thrflllgh th~ medium of 
Suciety. been instrumental in distrihutin~ 1.:299,282 copie!! (\f the Bihle. in 
bl\~u.\gcs, and h!we aided in the estllbiishment of Bible Socic.·ties in al 
e\'cry paIl of tht' Prot~stant world. The income of this Society fer the 
\'nr amounted [(I S 44$,000; !\ sum sufficient to purchase in this count 
• 
600,000 Bible~ like those rlistrihutt'd by the Arnerican S(lcit'til·~. , 

• 

In one ~ ear then,- the British Society could distrihute 600,000 Biblt'~ 
... hile the American ~cietie3~ for the last sen~n ~·ears. haH not probahly dis: 
tributed more tho 1.S0.000! And does the 7.eal and ability of the Brill 

• 

Chris.riaas exceed oura in this proponion ? Hea\'C:~n forbid. To what then 
this Rmazin::; ditTe~nce to be imputed? Solrly to the difference of the i 
m~nta ~mplo~ed. Let us there.fore e%amine these instrument!!) and com 
them with eac.h oth~r. 

To promote the general ditTusion of the Bihl~. the Christians of .-\me 
• have t."stablished lOS Indt1~ndnlt L'Jca/ Bibl~ Soclc'tic's. which are leaate 
through the United itates f Vermont to Louisiana,:iIi of these are 1 
,,'bich, from their name profe.as to be .Auxiliarl{ Societies. The author 

• 

seen the constitutions of three of them. aad the~' are to all intent. and pur 
aes vuk~nd~n1 Societies. b~ing under no obligatioD to render the slightest 
cuniuy aUlst8nct' to an~- other Society whatel'er. Of the remaining seven, 
are female societies, the author is ignorant of the conlticutions of an\' of them 
but as it d~~ not appear from their ~amc:s that the}" are auxiliary' to any 50{ 

ciety io particular, it it probable that nothing more is meant br the term; 
than an accordance with the objects of the Societies prtl'iousiy est.blished. \VI 
are therefore correct iu saymg that the means by which the Christians of A me 
riC3. au promoting the geueral diffusion of the Bible, are lOB Ind~pe1Zd~lzt L, 
caj Bihl~ Sacil'tl('s. \\" e have seen the dTectl produced by thes' 

! i __ ._ 

• See the list published by dle N. Y. Bible Sotietv, 
, 

• 



:ntln.; and hltve cou'ralted thc''i'J\ with the IAtonil'hing and maR'fliilt~('nt r"~1I1t 
of the J"I)()\ll" of 'br :lril.~h Christiana. Lei u~ 11(,", (\:\mll\(' ,he i"~tn\llll'\lC 

emplr\ ~d 1\\ ihuse chrilti:llls. l·nd compaft: it wifh the 1l\f'lm~ WC' 11"1\'(' \I!oC·cl. 

It i~ brlic,"\' 1 that l~lr()\1~ho\lt the vast dOlllinio,l!l Ill' (~r[';lf Urit:lIn, thrre 
;s but ollr inilcpendt:"Dt Biblt" Society, that onl' is till' 8riti"h ,lllti FOl't"ir.I Hi. 
ble Society eltahlisht'c\ in Londou. In the' true tpirit uf tilt' Htli"ion of ChI I!\t 
it is a Foreigu ~l~ \\'l.1l IoU .l Drl1\5h Sllcil·t~ 7 rq~anlilll~ 1\11 mankind al\ hn~lhr«'n, 
il n:t~nd!l itl h"ndlts to aU. Hayilljt but on(' ohj,·;;t ill \'i\'w, alld thal no (.tht"r 
thaD the dissnnimHlull ot thc' pure word ot (~od. Il im'itl'!I tnc' co-npc'ration of 
Christians of (,"'C'ry n:lme, and to s("cur(" ,his rn'()peratioll, it gi,'cs ('vcr~ ell-I" 
S'ym:.lU who subscrih("s to its fuuds, ~l ,'1'((' in thl' Illalli\gt'tllent of it~ ("(1flcern~. 
1 his Socirt\' tht:u,for(" docs whilt no SOL it't," ew'r dill Ill'fore; it llllitr's th!' ef-

" 

forts aDd CODtributiull!l of thlo most diM:ord.mt tll"cts, and dirt-CIS lh\'l11 :0 the 
.1d,";ln~rmcnt of tht' glory of G()d, aDu the 6Ol\valion of man. A socir-tv pllT!,u­
iog an ubjt:cc 10 simple. and y.t !\() ~r.\nd ; by means sn liherall&nd unexn'ption­
able was Dot long ,,<chout :usi:;t.tnCt', Thl' Christians throughout l~rt'l\t, Uri· 
cain, seconded the vIews of their brethren io Londun, and t'sl:lhli~hrd .·tll,Vi/;· 

llry g,lcietirs. These socIeties af(' not auxih~\ry in nam(.~ onh ' ,.ftcr lIdnl) iog 
t},c.r own contingent exp("ftSCII, they transmit the re~iduc' of tht"ir funds to the 
P:A If i1~ <I('oelY, aDd generally recei\'e iD rt:turll Bibles at first ('ost to thr amount 
o(:n, half of the sum Tl"mined. By this a .... angemel1t tht' Alixili,Hy SUCit:li~. 
f:-!:C\'C th~ P.lnnt soci('ty Irom the labour of distrihming Bihl('s m tho~t' dis­
tncts in "hlcb the Auxiliarirs Are t'~tablished; whilt' lht"' augment its fuods 
to :1 wonderful amoliDt. As thc Parent soc it"l \ h3:t its all x ibarit's. Sf) tilt' :\. I' X· 

" . 
iliaries havt" throlr ;l~s()ciations. The sphere ('If actinn to "n auxiliary i~ gt:ne-
rally a County, or populous City. Thi, Couuty or Cit\" is di\i(.lt·d ill\n ~ 

Dumber of small districts, and in each di"trict, a small SOUl'ty is (}r~:tniz t'., 
called a Bible- Association. Each membtr of the AS'Iociatioll contrih\lte~ at 
leut a penny :l w("ck, and with the funds tbus raised, the managt:r~ of the A~­

sociatioD purchase Bible. for the slipply of the destitut~ III thc:ir uwn llistric·..., 
and the residue is p:\id ioto th(' Treal'ury of the Auxi)iar~', whence it is h ,:p; y 
seDt to the Parent Society in London. Thus through the medium of ,1.06 ;1'11'...,.. 

iliar;t:s. and some thousands of Associations, SCiHtcred through the B,'it:··ll 
Dominion~ from Edinburgh to Cornwall from the Cape of (wod Hope to 
St. Helena trom Calcutta to Halifax, is the Briti.,h .toU Foreign Biblt: Soc.il'ty 
reeeh'ing the voluntary tribute of thou!iands and tens of thousands of Chris.,.. 
tians; and the blessings cf those who were ready to perish are falling ill rich 
profusion on its founders and patrons. 

Can it now be necessary to institute a com;>arison between the Ameri­
can and British system, in order to prove the superiority of the l.ltter? Can it 
':le necessary to prove that the same funds when colit eted into one sum and 
"laced at the disposal of one societ}", are capable of prollucing moTt.; extensive 
4nd beneficial effects, than when divided into 108 distinct sums and placed at 
be disposal of as many distinct societies? \Vill It be said that these funds may 

" 

.. .l'lionaily be united as objects which rcquin:: mfJre th.m common l'Xlwnse 

- 'f:t themselves? Let it be rememb~red that ot H,M Societies arc: scallertd 
,..,.: .. -:. 



fTom ODe.- (':str~m't~· of the l:n'l)\\ h) ttlt' "ther; :\tld thAt bdol't ~\,ch nn uninr. 
call take plan~, lhe prnpot'lt'd {)h,i{'ct must he statl'd tt'l nH h !'(\l it I' • .\I'd the 
consC'nt of lOS indC'pl'ntlent boehl'!> he tirl't oht:II\1('(1. nut lHlt 0,,1\ lnl\!\t the 

eonstnt of the~(' !II()"il tics ill" obt:linrt\: but tht:~' mllst hl' fir~t s:\ti~t\(',l with the 
manner in which. and the p,:rsnl1s by whom the proposed obj('ct is to he cf· 
{ected. 

Owing to the inoependence of our sOl'it'ties. and lb, c,'nsl"qut'nt c;m;\H, 

, 

, 

Dt'$S of the funds of (':teh, nn edition of thl' English Bihle h~l~ yt't htt'll prilltl'd 
for distribulion, which the- eye ,~f :tfjt" call l'C'rll!'t' with CllSC'. H :m~' ohj/'ct 
could unitt' the funds of OUT Socil"tics on(' ,,',)uld Il11Pi'")Se it would he the pllh. 

lictlrion of a good edition of the English Bibh-. Such:m rdition is now COil· : 

tC'ftlptatC'd b~" the New York ~O(icly: hut at the Y.'r~' tlml' th~lt ,hi!' ~nric:t\ i!; • 

solidting atu for t~is pllrpO$t' frl'm all p;Ht~ 1'1 the Illli,'n. thc' K~n(lI(b ~ocit'· 
tt has ulad(' known it!i intention tl~ pillt :\ simibr l'llitlotl anli i~ snli(i!m~ si 1 

• 
milar assistance. Nt'llhcr S,'cit,ty thacf,)rc can ('~pcct ~iJ fn'lll the t'lha, .. 

;\DO of course there can bt" Ii,) ll;,ion of funds. nor will ~ithcr c-.iitillU be 1'1\ l'(1 • 

to the puhlic as 5{'on, l~or on :\s ft'a:-(mablt" (t'rms. a~ an edit;on prilHni h' ~)ne : 
Society with the united c.onui:'lltit,tls ()f all, :md intl'ndl'd for the: supply 1 
the whole union. 1 

In consequence (\f the impl)!isibilit~" of this c()n~olidatit)n of funds. Illes ~ 

of our Societies aI';,' dependent on the" B,~oi.sdler~ f,'r 0',1 il Blbk", :lnd th I 
, 

pay to lhc:-m an ad,"ance on the first C\.ht of the BillIes which t'l'l ;\1111till'r sys ! 

tern "'might be made to increase the number of COpil'S dlstnbutni. to no incon 

siderahle amonnt. 
At prescnt our Socit:ties arc wsthl)ut an~" common ?lau of operation. 

frequenrly occurs th:n Societi~'s s('nd their Blbks within the districts of t'3 

other. Thus the Connecticllt Sor\(n" has sent Bibles into Ne:w Ynrk, and th 
, . 

NeW York Sl~id\' into the Eastern !'t;Hl!!. Our Socie:tit"s han but httl{' in 
" 

lercnurse with each ath,-r. and are frequt'ntly hetter acquainted with ti:c:- tr:lI.s 
actions of the Briti~h Soriet'·, than with those of a SOCidY in an adjninin 
state; e\'en their printed R~Pllrts are not recIprocally cxch:m&n! j and nfte 
rimes, they :lre ignorant of each others existence. A sour !OCil'ties II 0 " i 
sULh contracted sphen:s. their Reports 3re fnr the most part dutitutc of IIltc 

est; and the Socidies thems.:l\-cs are frequently unknown at a short dista 
from home.~ 
---

:It The author was some time slnce at a Connt~" l\freting within so mi 
of X ew York. called fnr th~ purpose of forming a Count\' Biblt Socidy, 
proposed maki.~g the Society auxiliary to the New Y ~)rk Society. The p 
posOl,l W35 stn:nuousiy and succeasfuHy oppo!'ed, on the ground that the:' m~e , 
ing-were ib~10rant of the." principllts of :he New York Society; aDd a call was,' 
ma~ for its ('''lDstitution; nOlle could be produced, and probably not a single: 
copy could baH been found in the Town. Many pretent had neHr heard 
of the existence of that Soci(.'t~,: and a clergyman present opposed the pro!"'c· 
5.at from a sUPP",itic:J that the Soci.t~· was COll~nf'd to Pre:i!:.nerians. 

• • 

, 



\\'e have DO (entre of Religious Intetligtlftcr, aDd ,hne(orc no Report of 
a.y of nur Societiu c,m conlmalld genernl "Uention. On th~' uthc.· h'lIld . ~Ie 
Repon, of the British ,oci("t~" condensing the Rdigiou" Intdh~l!l\c,~ deriv~(l 
from their numeroul auxilillriea and correspondents, art' :unong the tn(l~t pnl'u" 
:l\r puhlic:uions of the age, and have already paastd thro\l~h :l sc:wlld cdi,;:,n,\ 
titc~' arc read with avidity in Enghllld and A at and some of ttcm have 
~t'en tr:mslatc:u into foreign languages. 

Our Societic:s Gnd it difficult lO asscmhh: a respecttlhlr uudience at their 
~nmual meelings; but the annual meet:ng of the Brit\sh Society is One uf lhe 
;noat crmnled :and intertllting assC"mblics in England, altcndc(l by il1cli,,·i.lua13 
,r.e most distinguished of "0)' ill thl' kingdom for pit"!) , eloqllenc(' and rank. 

The British Society is re5tarded with rc\'crcnce and ~\ffeCli()1l hy her l\umc­
rC\u, oft'!\pring, and call with propriety counsel and direct them in tht.' PI"'!f cu­
.:;OD of their common objcct: but among U!, what Socit'ty may presume tf) ~,d­
'i:u~ or direct another t Some of the American S()cieties are already dl:JHtrl .. 

:ug (rt>m that simplicity of design which is the highest recommendation ot Bi. 
ble: Societies, and their surest pledge of success. I meaH the distrilmllon ,.f 
the Scriptures without note or comment; ilnd arc associating with this simplo 
object in which all can unite, other plans about which there may be cJivcr~ity 
of ()ploion ; such as tke introduction of reli~ious l'xacio;es at their annual meet· 
ings; the e!>tablishment of Sunday schools .··(he me of a Billie as a sch(~()l bo ,I(. 

&c. III England. these irregularities wu\\ld be discountenanced by the cx­
:lmple and advice of the Parent society; but here we have no (ounsl'lllul 
ft)ice, no directing hand. . 

The llritish Christians have the delightful satisfaction of knowing that 
they have O('l'D instrumental in sending tht: light ot Revt :.ltion into the most 
bc:nighted P.l.1 ts of the world, and of publishmg the glat! tiliings of salvation. 
in languages in which they had never before been heard. 

In thili exalted pleasure we can never bope to share while we persevere 
ill our present system. What Society among us can expect to puhlish the 
S~riptures in the of Asia anll Africa; when we find it so' to 

prUlt in our own tODcue r 
But :L m~- be urged, that although our societies may not be able to publish 

expensive editions; yet that the number is so rapidly increasing th.t heiol'~ 
long there Will be no eatensive district of our country withClllt a B.ble Society; 
and that these Societies will at least supply the of Bibles at home. l.r:t 
us Dot deceive ourselves with this pleasing expectation. The of 
Societies, is DO teat of our z.eal in the cause of the Bible.,Dor it enable US 

to estimate the number of copies . No Soddy is 10 form 
as a Bible society; almost any pio1l8 indi"idual has it .. bis pOW'u' ~ 
one. 'Iro a proposal to aw:h a , DD oJ!ieccioa is ; it 
w,dl DO religioas 01' political ~e-n. A small • ft 
m:ty be conyeaed al • "OIL Pn lOllS ate 
9-ent to be i mast be 
A cODstitutioa is sooa 'Cl8 .... 

Bat the .. 

• • 
• • 
, ,. . 

• • • 
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tacrt. or Count" in which the lodet" is ("stahli"hed. fn Fn~bncl the amt'unt 
" . 

• 

, 

I 
I 

of the contributions of (,3ch auxiliary, and fr('qut·ntl~· of the 'l~<;l)ciatlon" " S't 
\'f'n to the u'orld in tht' Report of the 8riti~h and Forrign Hihlt" ~ocirl~ •. \1\ I 
the ~xact number nf Bibles and TC'stamcnts di~,:ributed can at am' lime tw.as· , , , 

ctnaint'd twa refC'rence to the same document. : 
• I 

If further proof be wanting of the superiority of the British S\' stem (we~ 
theAlnf'rican, it In:\\" be found in the adoption of the iOrtl1t'r an(! t:w n',it"cli<)ni 
of the latter In- alOl~~t (,\'erY Prott'stant nation in Europe. Thl' Unitnl Sratc~1 

.' • t 

il the only nation th!\t has attemptt·d to distribute the Scriptures h~ mt'ans of 
llu'::bc-r of small Bible societi('s, rl'j~cting the aid of a general in'titlltion. 
RUlsia coo\mr-ncl"d on the ADlt:rican plan; hut the error was lOOll disco\ eredi , 
and the St. Petersburgh Bible sociely was speedily ch:tnged ;",)lCl the RIJ.fI,.imtl 
BiMc S:ridl.{. This chancrt' has bct:n attt'nded with the happi~~t COtl!;CqllC nct:'s,\ 

" 0- \ 

, and the Russian society aided by 6l nUiuber of auxiliaries in (ilfrerent P"T(c, ,nfl 
the Empire, 15 now publi~hing the Bible in thrrtf'fn languages. But this isl 
not the only national institution of the sort on the continent of Eurupe. wei . ' 

there find the Pr1JS$7an Bible society with an 3uxillar\' at POlidam; the SiN·! - . ; 

Iii.(h Bibl~ society; the nfzi.~h Bih~e societr; tht'Hu17garian Bible socit'ty ;j 
the Bible society of the Kingdom of Sa."I:;ny; the Gn-mm. Bible society, with . 
num~r of auxiliaries; the Stthrrla'!2.i.s Blble society with about tbirty auxilia· 
ries, and sen-ral other general institutions. 

'\-hCD we first commenced our unfortunate sYStem. the affectionate voice -
of the British and Foreign lible society warned us of our error •• Had" " 
the coaunittee of thal lociet~" in answe~ to a notifi~ation of the formation 
the Philaddpbia society. which the first established in the .count~'; ., h 

it ent~red into your ,"iewl to comprehend as many Prot'iDces" (ttates) h 

could be brought to concur with you in onr 17'l..stitution. of which Phil~delph" 
migbt be the cCDtre, the commiuee would haye regarded your plan (u rrtte 
tuiapted to the accomplishment of your object, anc would gladly hayc extend­
ed to it, a proportionate degree of tJetuniary eDcoura«emcnt." 

Let us now serl()u .. ly 2sk ourselves whether we CaD conscsientiously p 
'nre in a system who:::e effects are 10 dispropurtionate to the great 'Want 
B,Hes, 1rh~cb~ We haH' found to:> exist both in our own and other conntrie's ; 35 

.ell :~s to the abilities wilh ,,·hich Heaven hal blessed us· a s\'Stem which hasl 
10.. ~.; 

been either a\'oidc-d or abandoned by e\"er}" ChristiaD nation but our own,1 
that hal engaged in the distribution of the Bible: and let us also ask oursrl,·c.i 
wht'ther 'We can conscientiously, any longer refu5e, to adept in the place of: 
this s~-nem. one wllich the c;xperic:nce of the last 12 ~ earl, and the example uf 
the m('Sl ze~lous and ellli~btellcj nation. in Europe~ prove to be the mf'st dfi.; 
eac1f)U~ human means cn:r dn isetl, for spreading tht! k.nowledge of the Goa-' 
pel. If oar cOlllcienCf!" decide for the'rejection of the preseDt s~'!!um. and 
tile .!i~ption of a new ont, then we are next to inquire~ in what wa}' a gt ~e­
ral institution can bt: e!ubtished, and what rules thould be atlopt~d ~or its go~ 
Ytrnment. . 

A Bible bstttuthn for the United States, mav be formed hv :l confede~4' \ 
, . 

ty the existing Bi~le SOQe.lc5; or b/.the cltablishmec' 1.)1 a new 50cietr.: 
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; Tn the fir ~I nH"tii(;d, m;\\lY uhjections imm('(liatdy prl"stnt themselves. 
I rt i!l lInd'1"(:lin h,)\\ m n,' Si, \!,ti,'~ would t'lltC'r thr (p·)rc:dt:rac.~'. and hpw long 
, 
I tll('''l' \\ hll :lid cnt .. 'r. "Iluld cl'nlinuc in it; the rt'SCHII'I'r" thrrl'!lIrc ofd\(' Cnn-
r.1't'g~ to whilh tilt' l:\.)IlCnnS of the fonf,'deran' would be con tided, W("tlel bl) , , . 
fmcver pre Cari()ll~. It would be ,hOlcu\t tt..) apportion the repr('scntntivl's 

i fn1l11 the !lOC it,tic!' to the CllnglC':JS; Binlc tlw old .tnd w(,llltl1\' !lorit,tic's wouhl 
I not be satisilul with an (,qual rl'prcsC'ntation with Sncietit~s of rt'('l'nt (bte nnd 

~ iu,()n~idcrablc funds. If the pown! of tlH~ Congrrss be mnde ahsolute, Illilny 

i \)f the f'O(ietlc5 \\ ill not enter the cOllfcdrraC\ ' it they ar~ not ah~olllt(', the 
! COllhn:s" will bt' ddiciel1t in ,'ig-nr. But Slli)p()sin~ ihe c()\l(l'c1l'rar~' formnl. 
and tht" powers of the C:)n!.~:r,'''., .1e. filled, wilt rc arc th(' (h'lt'l~ah'l' to nH," t • 

I h:)\\ ll..ng arc." their sit.i'l~:' to J.L,t? 111 wh;tt wa~' are tht'ir t'1pCl1~<.''' to 11" de­
,hJ~'Ctl: A~ to the.' ('stab:;s~~mt:nt of a Ill'W ~ori('ty, its a(h'anta~t'~ and n:"ltllre 

~ rJ with t:xpl.lI',:lhll·\· l"l"lnarks. 
, 
I , 
, 

I , , 
• 

• 
i 
, AHT, 1. "The designation nf thi! Sorit"t~, ~h:"11l hL' the AYfEHICAN 
IA~D FOHEIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which the 501,-, oL,'cct shall be to 
I • 

. en ourar,e a wider circulati(,n of the Hob Scriptures, without note or cnm-
, 

I nlt'rlt: the (IDly copies in the Engli!lh langu:tC;l: to be Lirculated by the ~ocil'{y, 
i sh;dl be of the \'fn;io!~ now in comnwn "se." 
i 
t RE)lARKS. The society is to I,e a./?rl;Xll as ,\d!:IS an Al1wrican so~ 
Icit't\'; an,1 wi1\" sh'>uld it f.,)t be? AI'e the Chri:.tians of Am.'rica lIr.dcr fewer 

, , 

ob!iS:ltiom than tht'ir hi ~ ,j"'C'n in Hritain to ext':nd the hh:s~ings of th~ir He-
!:;Wl' b~'\'ond the cGnho('s of their <)wn fountr:': If it be said that we ought 

lfir:--t to ~l.lPi')l~· the want of Blbies :"It h')mc. it may with equal ,iu'.:icl' bl' s~id, 
• • 1\\:' shcuU send ,'10 l\llssionari~" al~mad, whi~c wt: h~t\e \'acan~ Pll~l'i{'> ,at hOlllc. 

l lLd the apo~tlt'slt\'t:- tr,i\ I.'l.ed trOin one city to another, ull tllt':; :,:lJ con­
i ,,-.;: ,'d all in the fir~t. slow indeed would ha\'e been the pror,ress of Christianity. 
i ART. II. .. Thi5 society shaH adu its tndt'a,,'ours to thn5t' t'lllploycd hy 
i(',:h: r soc:t.,ties for circulating the Scriptures th:'ough the United St:t!l'5 and 
ithcil TC'rritories whenever it shall be Tf'qllired :1.nU shall :1ccording to i,s abili-
I 

Ity exttnd j~s I:1fluence to otter countries whe!ht r Christian, ,Mahometan, or 
, r ') 
,~ agan. 

HE:'IARKS, '1'h::: ;\:<15 which this soc:etv ma\, atford to oti:er societies 
, , 

'ne n:'I:-!t:r;lUS and in'f:Ol ::1\)t when the funds of the locli soc.ict:t;'J ~re small and 
• 

:':,' ' .... ants of tb:ir (liq;-ic~s Urbtl1t. they may he a!,o.;i~tcd with donatic.ns of Hi-
:,:, L',:'m the gC:1era} ~oc!ety. Societies in our Territories may pe;'hap<; ~)e 

~~" !:s:;<.,j w:th Bibles in tht langu::ge of the nei;llhonring aborj~,int'''. The 
Trts(nt 5';, il"tit'S may at all times be suprlit'd by the nt'W SocidY with BI,i+~5 
.~: 1'1', Ire iHhantageous :...;rms than can be obtained from the ho()k-~;"~1,'r8. In­
:::.",:'(<:;; al::;o may fre1l.ently occur in which thig ~,)Cil t~' m:n ('().npc·r::tl! \\'itn 

t:.' Briti..,h ~nu Foreign BJie socict~ and other eJltteo:>i\·t! in:)tit\.A,io~s in spn~ad-
, 

: - ~ the S.:npturt I among the Heathea. 



. A RT. ttl. "~'F.tlch sub!\criber of two (u)\lars ill tiw ht'giiill;n~~ and four 
dolla.r!' annually ~h,,\1 hI! a member. 

AUT. IV. Earll subscriber of thirty d(')llal!'l at (H1\.' timt' sh;,\\ bl' :l n1CI\1-
• • 

ber fer lift'. 

I 
~ 
t 
i , 
! 

AHT. V. F.:H:h SUhscTlbrr of 6ftt't'n (101bu :mnll:lll\' sha\l he a gm'cmor. I . , 

, 

, 

AHT. VI. E:\('h suhscriber of oU(~ hundn'll and 6/,;\' t1()\laT~ at nne tune, , 

or who ilh.\11 by on~ additional p:_,'ment incr~a:lt' hie;' original subseription t 

Ollt: hpl'r1rl"t\ and fifty doll:ll"S ~~;\U he :\ gov.~rnOl' for life. .. 
A HT VU. Go,'ernurs shall be entitled to attend Ill.ld vote at all meet· . 

• I 1 ," InS''' n . 1 it' c~}ml\lltte-e. 

IH~:\tARKS. The annual snhsrriptioTl to t.ht' British soclcl~' t!\ :lh()\ 
S 4,50; the pn'lposed annual suhscriptioll to thi" Snci~r~ i:> ~ ·wo. '1'1H' Illl)\' 

equal distribntion of wealth in this country Sl't'm~ to n-qllin~ thig n.'ducti,) 

B\ putting it in the pCl'wer of aU who wish it, to take part in tht: m;n1:l~l'IlH' 
ct tht.' .. s.,dt':t\' as is done by the V. VI. and VII. Art. the r~\\)(L" :~~ wd\ as th 

• • 

patt ct;las,-e of the ilocicty will probabl~' he greatly increas('(L ;\l.l\i~' win l't" 
ll.,!\~ fed disposed to p:\~' S 15 Ilnnl1:\ll~',- wlwn sl1r.h .pa\'nwllt wilt entitle th t ·• 

to a 6,'C!\t at the committee board, ('\,("n if they do not constantly occupy t 

, St·at~., The posses,ion of power is gratifying, ('\'t'0 if it h(" not eXl·1'Cisl'(1.· 
obltction that these articles will increase to :m indefinite extent, the number 
tho),( W~~O may be entitled to vote with thl~ committee, will be t:~a\l\iUt~(l . 
ano(.iher place • 

. '. ART. VII I. " A committee !\haH he appoint('d to conduct the husinc 
of t'he SOCll'ty, cl~llsisting of thirty six members. and :\ large majority -,1': , 
to ~t: 'ayOlt'n. Sn of whom !;hall be for~ignt'rs re!\\dem in Nt7.l..) York ( 1 

Vl1du:iV. Twent",se\;en of the aho,>e num!,cr ,,"ho shall havl" most f:·t'C~ut'\lt '. " 

atteLld~d shall he eligible for r-c·electlon from "CRr to war. The commi 
• • • 

sh;~n appoint all officers, and cail speri,1! ~tler~l tnt'e'inr:~, anll ~hal'l .. - char~e 
with procuring f('l, the sl'cit'ty sllitab1t' p:nr\.n:H~t' both i\ nwric:m am\ FClrci 
The l.nmmi!:I:c sh;~n n~~t't on thl' hr<:.t m"ond:I\' of e'l."l'n"'Innnth or of:(>ner if n 

. , 

Ct::!'l';tr~ :- A quorum for doing husiness f;\l.lil (()n~iSl of at lea<;t flint' m 
bt:,,, ,,·t whonl th·.; Prl'!;~d('nt shall he one, <lnd in C:'ise of his ab,~fncc ~hen t 

fl.; ~t Yice Prt'sid<:,nt to he one. 

REMARKS. Altholl5!h thtre will be m~n\' who ,'.;ill han- the rig1,! 
" . 

taking part in the manal!ement of tho ~()rict\'. n't as the exercise cf thi'l ri 
~ , , 

wiJi be optlonai, and m:~y he su~pended \,ithont a.1Y dt'rilictlon of duty. it 
at:c~ssar~>, to pren'l1t tht' p(ISlibili:.y of the- Im~ir.ess of the society bt>lns:; 

I gIe\ ted, that certain indj';iduals should be appo;ott"d to attenll tn th~t husine . 
A committee ~s to be dect~d for thi .. purpCls::. FM ob\'lons rLl!\('n~. a pOl t';~ 
of this committee ar~ to bt' l()r{'i~1t.',S. The l;;r~;1~e~~ l)uli1bt'r cfthe rot-mh,', 
of the committee oug!'t to be Lmlm~ll; heC:lUit: i:wmen ar~ ~t'nera\h' m(i~ 
conversant with the uetaih of bU~lness, and ~tter qualihcl to ~upt:rint~n(\ I:'" 
(cncerns of an e..xtensive- establishment. .to conclnde contracts ' to mOlke 51::::1 

m, inS, &c. than clergymen. Lay'men are also posses!'ed of greata lci:;'"r,', anci(: 
more c~tensive influence t]lan clerg\>men while tlH'ir relil"ious tenets :tr(' it.:!S g~1 J' 0 . 

D(') ~lly knewn : by the appointment of a sufficient numher of hymen th:::refo. 
the s ,iety wouldarquire greater weight bfinfiu~nce, and would bl:' less cspos; 
to th. cffcCi.~ lIf sectarian jealousy, than by the a;poir.tment of ckrs.Yc1'.!~ '" 

'.; .,~ dorm tqe' S:CUJaI ~usjness. ,,-~ . 
. .. ~--.. . ~ .' 

:~-,,,,·d~';)L ... ~ _"' __ -"C-.~'" r_ ............ ~ . __ ~. .., 



, 

T,l ,hl~ C0IUmiClct:, ~mc1 tho~(\ who are cutitled to vote with tht'n\ \al en. 
l~t\'l" I',)\,. ~'I' I)f :lppl)intin~ the nfficrr!\ of the !locirty. A'i lIlt' respecta. 
Ii,,' " ,." "'ilnt's~ of. tIl!' Bueil't" witl ell'pend in a great <1eRree on the p~r", 
flnl I hII"''' ler :lnd 7,('a! ,)f it~ ()ffict'l"~, llwt\r'ieClioll of thelle officers is wisclr 
Il1ficll·d II' Ih(' dl'liherat(" vott' of tlw fommitttt" and nnt left to the hast,,· in .. 

• 
,n!\"kratl' elwin' of :\ prom~.,rl\nt\~ assl'mhh' :It a ~t'l\t'rnl mf'etinn-. As the 
Immiu('l' l'n!\!H'SS the power of n:\min~ nn il\ddinitt~ numher of Viet! Pln;i~ 
:nt~ t\1,,, Ill;l\'. wht'll th~\' ttntl :l di!\tinglli~iil'rl ,~h:\I':\ctl'r, who is friendh' t() 

• • 

i( "'Hitty an,1 ",hI)',,' n:tme 'wDI11(1 ~h('rl u lU<;\l'l: (l", it, add him to tllt' li!'lt of 
id' P:'c:;:,knt5, In thi:; way tl", SOd,·t~ ma~' in lime enrol among its officers 
It I~,,\,t'r: O)r~ of tllt' ditraem statl'~, nnd the chit'f mcmher!\ of the general go:' 
~rtllY\Cl\l. nor can it hr l\Ollhtt'tl that such a !\l·l l 'd.inn would tend gr~alh' to in.., 

, 

~~"\~I' th. ",\lmnage of the sori('t" anti to conciliate th~ ~oOll will of even' po-
he:: P,\rty. Tn the eommiuI'I' is {'ntrllstt'd the (lutv of pr()cl1rin~ patronage 
:,~. "It' ~.'\cid'·, hoth :\nH'ril:illl al\l\ Foreign. It C,lI1llnt Iw dOl\bled that (he 

~'1t' .. h ~')Lict~· wO'llcl hail with pcculiar dt:1iSht. the formation of th~ AmrTWrJl) 

put l\.""iEr'l Ri-"le SO(·id:, .. and wht'll we rt'IlH'lllhl'r, that it hestowed nn the 
tl\~:,ian Bih;c ~H)('i"t\- \lint' thol\sand dottlr!~. it willllot ~w dl'UllC!c1 either ulI-

, 
• 

~f("')11 \.) ,I'" unrt'asollaHc in lIS to l'XpCl't to shan in its Lnunty. 
n,ll it' nl,\IlY' \\~,:-- Ill:\~' tl1\, c(1)I'nitt(,t' u~lt~liil Amt'l'ican patronage. It 

~ no! (I, ,," i ',d I,', i1()!Jt' th'lt on :I proper rrprl:sl'ntatiotl to COl)~res!; of t!'&e 

,a;',T, :\ll,l \ ;" \\'§ of thr S'Jcil't\, tll:\t hody ma~ he induced to grant to the' C()m-

01: Ih> pri\'ikge of franking all ll'tt('r~ ~f1 thl' Lusio(:f's of the soddy nndcl' 
I c.-rtai\i w\.·ig!It, and wilh tht' !\;\Olt" rt'~tricti(ln tl) r!"ct'i,'~' Ittters frt~l' of posta~e. 

'1'1\1-' w 1\1It! gr,."ady (alili!:"t' annth':r mnrlc of ohtaining p:ltronage, and it 
~ouU ht,. t·, :'l:\kc thl' c(),,:;:itl.Hiol\ of tile socit:t\', with the:: nam!'s of its mem-

, 

~('rs \nd ''l'i'J(crs .t'\ l'xten"ivt'l" known as pos~i!)le, Every clen~'m"n in tLc 
tJ. St:ltl'" ,'il:,ht la' J'(''llltstl·dll\· a circular Idtel' to add his.own name to tl c 
~Sl of 1l11:·mht n;: to rt ad from his Pulpit the constitution and addres!' of tl:e 
I""i,'''' and to !"aKe a colh:ctioll for its fundo;. Not a Hamlet in the COtllltl'1 

l;lIlultl h .. wi"hout thl' constitution of the !lociety ~\nd suitable ac.iliresses t!xplain .. 
ill!.) the ll;llun' and impt>rtance of the Institution. 

:\n,th •. , r \ lory important olErt! of the committee will he the t'''taolishmt"nt 
t>f S01Tlt' ~l'!\er,t1 re~l1lati()ns for supplyin~ auxi'iar~' societies with Bih)C"s. The 
It iti~h ~Oci"l\' rdllrtls to auxiliaries, Biblts to the amollnt of one half the S1101 
,"tmiuc(l. L~ nder pn'sent circumstances, it would pl:rh~ps be most prudent for 
the Amcrican sn(':tty to rt'turn Bibles to the amOuDt of tit ret' fourths the !IJIU 
rt:mitled. 

The seat of the Society is by thi~ Art. fixctl at Nrw rod. In no country 
perl laps (ill local jealousies so often intcrfere with plans of extensive utility IS 

in the L"nited States. In the present instance hu\\t:\'er, when tht' glory of God 
anJ the good of man ure the solid obj:·cts in vic:w, it is the imperious duty of 
e\'c:ry Christian to divest himself of alllccal prc:judices, and to consent that the 
SOl it:ty shall be established in that place which is most favourable to the pros­
ecution of its exalted objects. New York is fast becoming the London of 
Americn, and alre:ldy possesses facilities for correspondt'ncc: with and trans. 
'port,ltion to all parts of our own and othl:r cou.ntries~ w hieb a:'e enjoyed in an 
. ~ 

'''iua1 degree b, n',\ oth'?\· city cn the centinent~ 
, 
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Some place. muat be chosen where this great societr may he permnncn 
fixed, lIlnd where it may enjoy all the advantages and cOU"t'nit:nct'~ which Inl 
c:!tuation can 3ffooo a soil in which it may '\ take root do\\'nward, and h! 
fruit up\Vard," and for this purpose no place can be found so fit 3g Xrn' 1")1 

The ~cmmittee are to meet at a stated time in each month, first for the sl'ce 
.ransaction of busines, and secondlv to enable those who are entitkd to YI , 

with them, to know when to find them together. 
. By rendering only twent)'-~eVtn of the: committee tligihle for rc-dt'cti( 

and those, sucb members as ha\'c attendecl most frequently, tht' !;OC;t't\' \~ 
c\'ery year dismi~s froll) the commiuee such as arc ,,'anting in ?,e<l} and fail 
{ulness, and yt·t wlthou: gi,-ing any personal offence. , I 

ART. IX. "Each memberof the socict\, shall be cniitleo under the dlr~ 
, I 

tion of the committee to pul chast~ Bibles and Testaments at the society's prj~ 
which shall he as low as possible." I 

REl\IARKS. If tht· society sells Bibles and Tt'st.lments for as mllih i 
they cost, its funds caunot be impaired, aoo if the society sells chl3p..:r thj 
the book seller's, many rna,' be induced to bu\' of the society, who would n~ . . . . , 

buy of die book-seller's. As this privilege is confined to tht- mt'mbC:l"s of tfl 
society, it will be exercised chidly for supplying children and ~t'n'ant~ wii 
Bibles, and it may operate as an inducement to sllbscrihe to the societv. . 

, AR1.'. X. H Tht: annual meeting of lhe suciety shall he on tht, f{)ur~ 
'Vednesday in l\1ay; when the committee shall be chosen, tbe accounts prJ 
sented, and the proceedings'of the foregoing year reported." I 

REMARKS. The manner in which the annual met'tin~ of the soci 
shall be c01iducted, will be of great importance, The British s()Cid~', 
a'.'t'are that the Socini:lO and the Cal",inist; the Quaker and the £piscopal' 
cannot cordially unite in anyone form of external worship. have bani ... 
from their meetings all rdigious t:~ercises. In the place of thest'. they ha 
substituted \·oluntary adUI'eS3elt from the memb·rs. both Clergy and Lair)" .... 
have found the t>xp:::rimt:nt attt'ndc:d with the most heneficial drt'ct~. 

ART. XI. U Th~ l'r-=sidt·i.lt, Vice Presidents, Secret:lries and Treastl 
shalt be c::x.officio mCIl.b:::r;, of tilt:: committee, the two last onlr and the' 
.ior oaicers, ck;'ks, and ~ervmns, who shall receive emoluments, 
pecuniary recompense from ~l.e soeiety." 

ART. xrr. .. Every ckrgyman who is a member of the society shall 
entitled to :llt~nd and ,'ote at all meetings of the committee." 

, HE ~L~RKS. The provision contained in this last atticlt:, is peculia.' -
the British society, and :l IMge share of its wonderful success, rna\' bl: impu 

, 

to it. This Art. not cnly pre"t:nts the societr from becoming an instrumc 
of <'"Y- O!le denomination, but it nen prevents the suspicion of such an t'\'\: 

By t~is Articlt:, 3:id by some of the prt'ceJing ones, the numb~r of those w 

m;:y be entitl~d to vote with tht: committee: may be enlarged to an inddl!:i . 
'·xtcnt. SOtUi: :::ay apprehend illcoOvenic:1ct" from this extensioll of ~he pl. \' 

amount to tell, thoT/sand! Of these h0W very small a proportion will rt'~~I',,~ H, 
New York '? and there alor:e CiUl the privilege be ext:rciscd. But 3lthuug~ 

, 
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fe\~ of the whole numb~r "ill have it in their power ever to exercise this 
ght. 'l'l some of them, and particularly the clergy will occasionally visit the 
ity, :md at such limes, it would be highly gratifying to them to meet and 

te \vith the committee and to learn the present occupations and future views 
, 

the society, and on their return home to communicate to their fnends and 
• 

rishioners the 'information th.ey have thus acquired. With regard to those 
ho reside in the city, it is by no means certain-that any inconvenience would 
se from the constant attendance of theln all: but those who have taken part 
the direction of Bihle societies, will not regard such an event as prcbable. 

ew are di3poscd to devote: much of their time to the managemen~ of a sode­
which wiiI make them no pecuniary compensation, nor promote any secta­

or political views. 
ART. XII I. "At the general meetings, and meetings of the committee

1 

PreSIdent, or in case of his necessary absence the Vice President first 
tIlt' list then present; and in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, the 

reasurer, and in his absence, such member as shall be voted for that purpose, 
:,11 preside at the meeting shall be one. 

AR 1'. XIV. h The committee shall also have the power of choosing 
~h per:-,olls as shall have rendered essential services to the society, either 
'ml)c:rs for life, or go\'ernors for life." 

\Vith these last articles, on which no remarks are necessary, our proposed. 
titution closes. We have thus given it a careful ex:tmination, and found 

well suited for a great society, embracing all ranks and denominations, and 
xtending its care and benelits over the whole union. Will it be said that al­

ugh this constitution promises fair, yet that many of its provisione are so 
vel tiut they ought not to be adopted till their utility has been tested by ex­
rlence? The objection is fortunate for the constitution. The experience of 
e !ast 12 years, and the most wonderful success, bear witness in its favour. 

a few immaterial alterations, required ehiefty by local peculiarities, thi. 
nstitution is a literal copy of that of the Briti.:'ih and Foreign Bible society. 
ill an objectit)n unthought of before, now be urged against the constitution, 

iz: its foreign orig-ill1 The objection may be inconsidel'ately urged, but the· 
6(:ctin~ Christian will quickly recall it. He will not dare to reject an in­
rlllDent \vhich promises to promote the glory of God, merely because neither 

nor his friends nor his countrymen, have the honour of inventing it. 
Let us now revie\v the steps we have taken we have examined in the 

of this Memoir the extent of that darkness for the dispersion of whick 
Iblt' societies were instituted· we have found it involving in its deadly gloom 

than 500 millions of heathen, and many millions of nominal Christians " 
e have seen it brooding over rhese states, and settling with portentous a!:ipt:ct 

. our wide extended Territories. On inquiry~ we have found that the light 
, .. !lich we have dispersed, consists of a few faint and scattered rays, streaking 
.Jr own horizon, but not penetrating the gloom beyond it. At the same time 
~'.: ~lave fOllnd En~lalld, and oth~r nations who have adopted ha sy5l~m, kin • 
• ' ~';; a flame whose light is seen, ao,1 whose w'arlllth is felt in the (hrkcst and 
~ Ii' ':st regiolls of th~ earth, and we have asc:crtclim:d that til!! 6a,n.e ills:.runa~Ut" 
, 

• 
, • 

• 

• 

, 

• 



, 
• 

• 

, 

, 

, 

, 

· ,~ 
, " , 

, 

• 

" . , 
• , , , • , . " .. , 

• 
''I ' • 

• • > .'. "'" , . . . 
" . t " , 
" ' - . " . . - , . " .-.,. ," " 

" . " . 

.... " " . , 
, , 
~ -, 

" ., , , , .. - . .. . . 
.~ . . 
, .. , 

, 

, ·'Work. ; 

, , , 

. 
, ~, . 
, ' , 

" 

I .'-~ .',. '," • , , " '" .,J." , 
• • •• · . , " · ,'. .... , .-· . . . . ' .' ..... ,.,. I··· .. ''\~··· • 1 .... r,. 
" . . 

, ,." to.. 
- . " ......... ,. •• • . • '.-. .... r •• " . .. . .' ". , ...... ",' " . . . ' , .,'~:~.,~. 

, 

, , , .. 

.. , , .. , 

, , 
• • 

. ' . ~ \ ' . 

, 
, ' , , 

, 

, 

, ' Jigbted; in Europe may be successfully', 
. OWD, country. 

.', . . .. , ~ \ , 

" , 
, 

. and with the delegates from the 
, ," lb,'ineet in that 'city, it remains to . 

·''''Oii·tlle' described in this memoir 
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