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A MEMOIR, &e.

IN a countiy possessing as many Bible Socicties as the United States, it
cannot ‘¢ necessary to prove the obligation every christian is under, to pro-
mote the universal diffusion of the Sacred Records of his Religion. The ob-
ligation is felt and acknowledged, and if the efforts of the Christians in A me-
rica, to distribute the Scriptures, have not been proportionate to their abilities,
it has arisen from their ignorance of the great want of Bibles, and from a want
of concert umong themselves in consequence of the plan they have unfortunate-
ly adopted, of confining themselves to Independent Local Bible Societies alone.

To prove that greater exertions are necessary than have hitherto been
made, and to shew the duty and importance of abandoning our present system
and adopting a new one, s the object of the following memorr.

'f'o prove that greater exertions are nececessary, it will be sufficient to
shew first the great want of Bibles both at home and abroad; and secondly,
the extent to which we have relieved this want.  In the consideration of this
Jatter subjeet, the incfhicacy of our present system will fully appear, and consee
quently the duty and importance of adopting a new system.

O.. entering upon the first inquiry, our hearts sink with.n us, at the re-
collect:.n, that while the population of those countries in which the Religion
of { hrist 1s professed, 1s no more than 213 millions, it 1s computed that there
arc 11 the world, 550 millions of souls who have never heard of his name.
But while we lament the darkness of the heathen world, let us not think that
the light of the Gospel is frecly diffused in those lands, on which the Sun of

Righteousness has risen ; for on examination we shall find, that thousands and
millions, are hid from the brightness of his beams.

The whole number of Bibles which in 1807 had ever been printed for
the immense Empire of Russia, whose population exceeds 40 millions, was

about six thousand—and so late as 1811, there were 1n the Provinces of Es-
thonia and Livonia, 400,000 families without a Bible.

In 1812, the number of persons speaking the Finnish language was not
less than 1,300.000; and yet tor 30 years not 2 Bible had been printed for
their use, and scarcely a single copy could be purchased.

In 1811, there were upwards of 1,500,000 Protestants in Hungary pos-
sessed ot but {ew Bibles.

In 1843 it was computed that four out of five, in Denmark were without -
BiblCEi
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In 1&(‘?1 “\ Il‘eland. }\'hosc pOpul:.ltion iS ﬂbO\]t fxﬂ‘ﬂm‘ th(‘fc were o
40 or 30 Bibles. i} "

In 1810, there were of -the Persian Christians, (s0 called) 200,000 who
had never seen 8 Bible 1o their own tongue, and m Cevlon, 350,000 protossor:.
of Christianity equally destitute. |

fo 1805, it was computed that in the southern part of Ireland, two third.
of the Protestunt ;umhn were without Bibles: and among the Cathohes o
was suppesed that net more thun exe family in 500, had a copy of the Serip

tares.

Let us now divect our view to Great-Britain, where we arc apt to sup-
pose that * the darkness is past, and that the true light now Jhineth.” -

In Wales, therd are 350,000 people speaking the Welsh language, but tor
30 veers befors 1793, not a Bible had been printed for their use.

In 1807, among 4000 persons in 2 certain Parish in Scotland, there were
found but 12 Bibles.

In England so late as 1814, of 960 families in the Town and neighbour.-
hood of Southhampron, 415 tamilies contamming 1784 individualsy, were foun.
on ¢xmnination to be without Bibles.

»

In 1810, 1t was computed that there were 10,000 families in the count:
of Nortolk without a Bible.

From an actual inquiry made by order of the Bishop of Durham, it wa:
discovered, that in that diocese, there were 5.800 families without Bibles, es
‘tin .ung the rest ol koglacd and Wales in this proportion, they must contair
350,000 tamilies destitute of the Scriptures.

It such be the famine of the word of God in Great-Britain, where Pro-!
testantism and rehgwm zeal have so greatly tended to diffuse it, how grievous:
must be the scarcity in France, Spain, Italv, and other Catholic countrics!

Let us now look at home, and let us begim our inguiries, with a staw&
that has long been distinguished for the religious habits of its citizens. The
Report of the Counecticut Bible Society for 1812, informs us, that there were
more in that state without the Scriptures than the friends of the Society could
supply ; and let us remember that this Society is one of the oldest and ablest
m our country, and the $tate better supplied with Bibles, than probabiy any
oiher district ot the same population in the world. The Report of the Mas.
sachusett’s Bible Soact}' for 1813, usserts that there are many settlements 1n
the district of Maine, in which only one or fwo Bibles could be found. Du-

Ting the year preceding this Repert, the Societyhad distributed 2,296 Bibles
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and 532 Testaments ; and they declare that  however ymprobable it may scem,
this aumber was needed.”

In 15814, 1t was estimated that there were in the Massissippt Territory,
5000 furilres destitute of thesScripturés ; 12,0000 the Territories of Indiana,
Lihinows, and Missourt : 8,000 in the State of Louistana ; 10.000 1 Tennessee ;
1,3000 1 Ohio ; and 30,000 1 Kentucky ; such 1s the dearth of the Scriptures
hoth at home and abroad. Surely ** darkness has covered the carth, and gross
darkness the people.”

But while we deplore this darkness, and are astonished at its extent, let
2s examine what we have done to dissipate s,

JLOwing to the want of a centre of Religious [ntelligence in the United
Dtates, 1t is imposstble to ascertain with exactness, the number of Bibles
which has been distributed by the American Societies :-but a few facts which
we possess, will enable us to arnive at some general conclusions.

The Report of the Connecticut Bible Society for 1813, states the whole
oumber of Bibles distributed by that Society since its establishment at 7644 ;
and adds, that this 1s a greater number than had been distributed by any other
Saciety 1n the United States.  There were in the U. States, at the commence-
ment of that year 24 Bible Societies; of these, ¢ were formed 1n the course of
the preceding year, and cannot be supposed to have distributed many Bibles
during the few first months after their organization.  Let us admit (although
we are assured of the contrary,) that the remaining 20, had distributed as
-many Bibles as the Connecticut Socrety had done; the whole number then

distributed at the beginning of 1813 was but 152,880. But when we recollect
“that the Connecticut Socicty was the second Society established in our coun-
“trv; that two ot the above 20, were Bible and Prayer Bssk Societies, and an-
' other was a Bible and Truct Society ; and ol course only a part of their funds
- appropriated to the diffusion of the Scriptures: we shall perceive how very
distant the admission we have made is trom the the truth. Since 1813, the
- number of Bible Societies has increased; but the new Societies have been
- chiefly Town and County Societies; embracing small districts; and enjoying
~ very limited patronage, and most of them but of recent date. It then we state
~ the whole number of Bibles which at the commencement of 1816 had been
~ distributed by the American Societies, at about 150,000 we shail probably
overrate the actual amount. It is said that in Kentucky there are 30,000
tamilies without a Bible; the amount of Bibles then distributed by Christian
America since 1808, is not more than sufficient to supply each of these fami-
lies with 5 copies.

But to love others hesides ourselves, 1s the peculiwr characteristic of
Christianity—~let us therefore inquire, to what extent we have diffused
the light of Reveiation beyond our own borderss In order to send the Bible
to foreigners, we must publish it in other languages than our own. It is be-



neved the Amurican Socweties have not anistribuicd thie Bible in move thm.f
Janguares, viz s baghab, French, Dutch an! German., [The exact numhcrd
Bibes which have been sent out ot the country, cannot be asc crtained, Ot

is most orohable, that with the exception of some sent to Canada, no consid

rable n ruber in any language has been seat bevond our own Terrnitories: an
that t+ French. Datch, and German Bibles which have been distributed, h.ni
been Rivoen t thuse of our own Cit1Zens WFO *pt:'lk these lar‘su AN, i

Thas it appears that since 1808, when the first Bible Society was< est
blishert, the Christians of the United States, have through the mediom
thair Soci ties, disirtbuted about 150,000 coplcs ot the Bible in four language
chictiv among their own countrymen—such 1s the offering which as a Natio
we tuve made at the shrine of Christtan benevolence—=such 1s the return w
have made to Heaven for the nattonal and individual blessings we enjoy ! |

H wing thus ascertmined what we have oursclves d we in the cause ot th
Ritile, let us see what others have done 10 the same cause. It appears tro
the last Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society that the Chnsu.msj
(ireat- Britain, have during the last eleven years, through the medium of thi
Saciets, been instrumental in distributing 1,299,282 copies of the Bible, in a%
languages, and have aided in the estabiishment of Bible Societies in almos
every part of the Protestant world. The income of this Socicty fer the |
vear amounted to B 4+435.000; a sum sufficient to purchase 1 this count
6(!3000 Bibles like those distributed by the Amecernican Societics. r%

In one vear then,:the British Soc:etv could distribute 6C0,000 Blble§
while the American Sncieties, for the last seven vears, have not probably dis
tributed more than 130,000! And does the zeal and ability of the Britist
Christians exceed ours in this proportion —Heaven forbid. To what then #
this amazing difference to be tmputed? Solely to the differense of the instr
meats cmploved. Let us therefore examine these instruments and compa
thein with each other.

To promacte the general diffusion of the Bible, the Christians of Amen
sa have cstablished 108 Independent Local Bible Sscictics, which are scattere
through the United States from Vermont to Louisiana,® of these are 1
‘W‘hich, from their name profess to be Au:»:i!iarg; Secieties., The author h
seen the coostitutions of three of them, and thl‘_\‘ arc to all intents and purp
acs independent Societies, being under no obligation to render the slightest pe
cubiary assisiance to any other Soctety whatever. Of the remaining seven,
are female societies, the author is ignorant of the constitutions of any of them
but as it does not appear from their names that they are auxiliary to any so
ciety in particular, it is most probable that nothing more is meant by the term
than an accordance with the objects of the Societies previously established. W
arc therefore correct 1n saying that the means by which the Christians of Ame
rica are promoting the gcoeral diffusion of the Bible, are 108 Independent Lo
cai Bible Socictzes. We have already seen the effects produced bv thes

# See the list published by the N, Y. Bible Society.
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neans ; and have courrasted them with the astonishing and magnmificent resule
of the lahnui- of 'be orit.sh Christiana. Lo us now examine the instrument
empleved by those christinns, ond compare 1t with the means we have used.

It 15 believe ! that tiroughout the vast dominioas ot Grear Britaw, there
15 but one independent Bible Society, that one 15 the British and Foreigr Nia
ble Society established in London.  Inthe true spiric of the Religion of Chuiae
it is a Foreigu as well as 4 Brinsh Society =regarding all mankind as brethren,
38 extends 1ts honehits to all. Having but one object in view, and thit no other
than the dissemination of the pure word of God, 1t invites the co-operation of
Christians of every name, and te secure this co-operation, 1wt gives every cler-
gyman who subscribes to 1ts funds, a vote in the management of 1ts concerns.
This Society therefore does what no socicty ever did before ; it uniies the ef.
forts and contributions of the maost discordant sccts, and directs them 25 the
advancement of the glory of God, and the salvation of man. A society pursu-
lng an ubjuct so simple, and vrt so grand ; by meauns so hiberal and unexception-
able was not long wi.thout assistunce.  The Christians throughout Great- Bri-
tain, seconded the views ot their bretheen 10 London, and estabhished Adwnife-
@ru Societies.  These societies are pot auxihiary in name onhv —atter defray ing
the.r own contingent expenses, they transmit the residue of thair tunds to the
Purent society, and generally receive 1n returnBibles at first cost to the amount
of :ne half of the sumremiteed. By this arrangement the Auxihary societics
r-:eve the Parent society trom the labour of distributing Bibles in those dis-
tricts 10 which the Auxiliaries are established ; while thev augment 1ts funds
to 2 wondertul amount.  As the Parentsociety has its auxaharies, so the Avxe
tliaries have their associations.  The sphere of action to an auxiliary 18 gene-
rally a Countv, or populous City. 'This Couuty or Citv 1s divided mto 2
number of small districts, and 10 each district, 8 small socicty 13 organiz o
called a Biblc Associaticn.  LKach member of the Association contributes ut
lcast a penny a week, and with the funds thus raised, the managers ot the A:-
sociation purchase Bibles for the supply of the destitute in thar own distric,
and the residue 1 paid into the Treasury of the Auxiliury, whence 1t 1s h vy
sent to the Parent Society in London.  Thus through the medium of 106 a4ax.
iliarics, and some thousands of Associations, scattered through the Boat-h
Dominions from Edinburgh to Cornwall—from the Cape of Good Hope to
St. Helena—irom Calcutta to Halifax, is the Britishand Foreign Bible Society
receiving the voluntary tribute of thousands and tens of thousands ot Chris-
tians ; and the blessings ct those who were ready to pertsh are falling 1 rich
profusion on 1ts founders and patrons.

Can it now be necessary to institute 2 comparison between the Ameri-
can and British system, in order to prove the superiority of the lLitter? Canit
He necessary to prove that the same funds when coliccted into one sum and
laced at the disposal of one society, are capable of producing more extenstve
ind beneficial effects, than when divided into 108 distinct sums and placed at
he disposal of as many distinct societies ? Will it be said that these funds may

- asionaily be united as objects which rcquire more than common expense
- 't themselves ? Liet itbe remembered that ot 198 §9cietics arc scattered
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from one extremity of the Union to the other i and that betore such an A
can take place, the proposed object must be stated to cach secicny, ard the
consent of 108 independent bodies be first obtmned.  But not onhy must the
consent of these socictics be obtained : but thev must be hrst satistied with the
manner in which, and the persons by whom the proposcd object 1s to be ef-
fected.

Owing to the independence of our societies, and the consequent small
ness of the funds of each, no edition of the kaghish Bible hus vetbeen printed®
for distribution, which the eve of age can peruse with ease. it any uhj:-ct'
could unite the funds of our Socteties one would suppose it would he the pub-)
lication of a good cdition of the Eaglish Bible.  Such an edition 15 now can--i‘
templated by the New York Rociety: but at the very time that tlis society 15
soliciting atd for this purpose from all parts of the unton, the Kentucky socie-
tv has made known 1ts intention ¢ rrint a simudar edition and 15 soliciting st
milar assistance.  Neither Socwety therefore can expect 21d freom the r~thrr,§‘

and of course therg can he no union of tunds, nor will either edition he runven
to the puhht as spon, nor o as reasonahle terms, as an ed:tion p‘*nuua h ne
Society with the united contrivutions of ali, and mntended for the sug ;h of
the whole union.

In consequence of the impossibihite of this consolidation of funds, moesy}!
of our Societies are dependent on the' Beokscllers for thonn Bables, and thc:\
pay to them an advance on the first cost of the Bibles which on anotiver syse
tem mlght be made to increase the number of copies distnbuted. to o incen-
stderable amount.

At present our Socicties are wsthout anv common plan of operation. I:
frequenrly occurs that Societies send their Bibles within the districts of cac
other. Thus the Connecticut Society has sent Bibles into New York, and th
New York Serietv nto the Eastern statey, Qur Socicties have but Little in
tercourse with each cther, and are frequently better 1cquain*cd with thie trans
actions of the British Societv, than with those of a society 3 an adjeinin
state ; even their printed Reports are not reciprocally L\changu. ; and ofte
times, thev are ignorant of cach others existence. As our sccicties no o 1
such contracte d Q*ﬂ‘\eru therr Report% are {or the most part destitute of inte
est; and the Socicties themselves are frequently unknown at a short distanc
from home.¥

——— e

* The author was some time since at 3 Countv Meeting within 50 mile
of New York, called tcr the purpose of forming a Countv Bible Society, h
proposed makiug the Society auxiliary to the New York Societv.  The pro+
posal was strenuousiv and SULCCG‘EIU“\ Gppnae(‘ on the ground that the meets
jog were ignorant of the principles of the New York Society; and a call was
made for 1ts ¢anstitution; none could be produced, and probably not a single:
copv could bave been found in the Town.  Many present had never heard
of the existence of that Socicty: and a clergvman present opposed the prono-
zz! from a suppositicn that the Society was confined to Presbyterians.

-
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We have no centre of Religious Intelligence, and therefore no Report of
Wy of our Societics can command general attention.  On the other hand (e
Reports of the British society, condensing the Religious Intclligence derived
'rom their numerous auxiliaries and correspondents, are amnong the most popu-
ar publications of the age, and have already passed through a secoud editian,,
thiey arce read with avidity in England and America, and some of them have
been translated into foreign languages.

Our Societies find it dithcult to assemble a respectable audience at therr
mnval meetungs ; but the annual meet'ng of the British Society 1s one of the
nost crowded and interesting assemblies in England, attended by individuala
‘e most distinguished of any n the kingdom tor picty, eloquence and rank.

The Briush Society is regarded with reverence and affection by her nume-
rous offspring, and can with propricty counsel and direct them in the prose cu-
son of their common object: but among us, what Society may presume to ad-
vise or direct another? Some of the Amecrican Societies are already depart-
.ug {rom that simphcity of design which is the highest recommendation ot Bi-
ble Societies, and their surest pledge of success. I mean the distribution of
the Scriptures without note or comment ; and are associating with this simpte
object in which all can unite, other plans about which there may be diversity
of opinion ; such as the introduction of relirious excrcises at their annual meet-
tngs ; the establishment of Sundav schools—he use of a Biliie as a scheol bo «,
&c. In EKngland, these irregularities would be discountenanced by the ex-
ample and advice of the Parent society ; but here we have uno counsciiing
voice, no directing hand. |

The British Christians have the delightful satisfaction of knowing that
they have Lcen instrumental in sending the light ¢t Reveation into the most
benighted puaits of the world, and of publishing the glad tdings of salvationg
in languages in which they had never before been heard.

lo this exalted pleasure we can never hope to share while we perscvere
\D our present system. What Society among us can expect to publish the
Scriptures in the languages of Asia and Africa; when we find it so dithicuitto
print them 1w our own tongue?

But i\ may be urged, that although our societies may not be able to publish
expensive editions; yet that the number is so rapidly increasing tha: beiore
long there will be no extensive district of our country without a B.ble Societys
and that these Socicties will at least supply the want of Biblcs at home.  Let
us not deceive ourselves with this pleasing expectations  The number of oux
Sucieties, is no test of our zeal in the cause of the Bible,nor does it enable us
to estimate the number of capies distributed. No Socicty is so casily {formedl
as a Bible society; almost any pious individual has it m his power 1o establish
one. ‘To a propusal to form such a socicty, no chjection is made ; %t interferes
with no religious or political views. A small meeting ts sufbcicat, wnd one
may be convened at a short astice. Persons are easily found whe will cone
gent to be oficers; private members mast be obtained afterw.rds & pessible,
A coustitution is soon agroed o and printed, and thus snother Pible sotiety
swelis the bste.  Bat the amount of money raned, the samber of Bibics dise

Tioated, u prabably acver koswa or thought of beyesd the Limits of tke Vil
. ' ' S
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|
fape or County in which the society 1s cstablished. Io an!and the amount
of the contrnibutions of cach auxiliary, and frequently of the 1ssociations s s:hJ
ven 10 the world in the Report of the British and Foreign Bible society, and
the exact number of Bibles and Testaments disiributed can ut any time be-2s.

certained bv 2 reference to the same document. .

:

If further proof be wanting of the superiority of the British svstem ov cri
the American, it mav be found in the adoption of the lormer and toe rejection
of the latter by almost every Protestant nation in Europe.  The United States
is the onlv nation that has attempted to distribute the Scriptures by means of 1

nuTmber of small Bible societics, rejecting the aid of a gencral institution
Russia commenced on the American plan ; hut the error was soou discon ercdi
and the St. Petersburgh Bible sociesy was speedily changed o the Rummni
Bible S:ciety. This change has been attended with the happwct conscque nCt‘i,q
~and the Russian socicty aided by a number of auxihiaries 1n diflerent paris. of!
the Empire, is now publishing the Bible in rAtrtecn languages. But this is
not the onlv pational institution ot the sort on the continent of Europe. wej
there find the Prussian Bible society with am auxillary at Poisdam ; the Sive!
#:sh Bible society ; the Finish Bible society; the Hungarian Bible socicty ;i
the Bible society of the Kingidem ¢f Saxzny; the German Bible society, with 3
number of auxiliaries ; the Netheriands Bible society with about thirty auxiiia-i
ries, and several other general institutions. ;é,

When we first commenced our untortunate system, the affectionate vou:c!
of the British and Foreign Bible societv warned us of our error ** Had" ealdf!
the committee of that society in answeg to a notification of the formation o
the Ph:ladclphla society, which was the first established in the countrv; ¢ had
it entered Into yvour views to comprenend ss mianv Provinces’ (ltatcs) "
could be brought to concur with you in sne Institution. of which Philadc!phis
might be the centre, the committee would have regarded your plan as letrer
edapted to the accomplishment of your object, and would gladly have extend-
ed to it, a proportionate degree of pecuniary encouragement.”

Leet us now serinusly 25k ourselves whether we cam conscsientiously perse.t
vere in a svstem whote effects are so aisproportionate to the great want ofj’i
Bitles, which, we have found to exist both in our own and other conntries ; as
wcll 2s ta the abilinies with which Heaven has blessed us—a system whick hasi
becn either avoided or abandoned bv every Christian nation but our nwn,]
that has engaged in the distribution of the Bible : and let us also ask ourseives!
whether we can conscientiously, any longer refuse, to adept in the place of.
this system. one which the experience of the last 12 vears, and the example of
the most zezlous and enligbtened nations in Europe, prove to be the most ¢ffi-
cacious human means ever devised, for spreading the knowledge of the Gos.
pel.  If oar consciences decide for the rejection of the present system, and
the adeption of 2 new one, then we are next to inquire, in what way a geae
ral mstitution can be established, and what rules should be adopted tor its o-
vernment. ‘

A Bible Imssitution for the United States, mav be formed hv a confederis-:
ty among the existing Bible socieiies ; or by'thc establishmea’ ot a3 new sociery.
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many ohjections immediately present themselves,
l If I uneer [ﬂlll hd\\ i1} NV s Lll"ll( W (1[11(‘ CNRICr tht“ {("]lt(l(r.l("\ . A hi‘W’ lﬂng

!th{ se who thid enter, would continue v it the resources therelore of the Con-
eress to which the concerns ot the confederacy would be conhded, would he
forever precarious. It would be dificult to apportion the representatives
from the societies to the Congress 5 since the old and wealthy societies would
not be satisiicd with an equal representation with Societies of recent date and
wconsiderable tunds. It the powers of the Congress be made absolute, many
roi the societies will not enter the contederacv—if they are not absolute, the
Congress will be deficient in vigor,  Bat SUpposing the confede racy formed,
and the powers of the Congress defined, where are the delepgates to mer t—

Eimu long are their siciags to last? In what wav are their expenses to he de-

|irn'u]? As to the ccmb..s ment of 2 new soctety,
,\n 1 be hest unaerstood,

- T

rﬂ tht‘ ﬁlwt Methao J

-'-—'“—"""‘_'- -

its advantages and nature

" wiving 3 constitution for such a society accompani-
ttd with explanatory e lndrks.

l
)
' -
F
3
3

CONSTITUTION.

. ART. I *'T'he designation of this Society shall be the AMERICAN
t AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which the sole oliject shall be to
“en ourage a wider circulation of the Holv Scriptures, without note or comn-
ent: the only copics in the English language to be dirculated by the socicty,
shadl be of the verston now 10 common wse.”
REMARKS. The society ts to he a fore'yn as well as an American soe
cclety : and why should it ot be ? Are the Chnistians of America under fewer
oblinations than their brotiren in Britain to exiend the blessings of their e
' nion bevond the contines of their own country ¢ It it be said that we ought
iﬁr:-st to supply the want of Bibies at hame, 1t mav with cqual ju-ice EJL‘ said,
} we sheuld send uwo Missionarics abroad, while we have vacant Pulpics at home.
4 the apuallfs iever travelled trom one city to another, till they hiald cone
tt.h,. d all in the first. slow indeed would have been the progress of Christianaty.
AR'T. 1I. * This society shali add its endeavours to thnse emploved by
orhier societies for circulating the Seriptures through the United States and
their Territories whenever it shall be required and shall according toiis abih-
;t}* extend 1ts influence to other countries whether Christian, Mahometan, or
L agan.”’
REMARKS. "The alds which this soctety may atford to oti:er socicties
e numerous and imporiant when the funds of the locild soCietics are small and
S wants of their districts urgent, thev may he assisted with donations of Bi-
+ - from the geaeral socieiv.  Socicties in our Territories mav peihaps he
st with Bibles in the la mguzge of the neighbouring aborigines. “the
Fresent soviciles may at all times be supplicd by the new society w ith Bivies
SIRNR RS 2% .ulhnuagcous <ims than can be obtained from the book-seilers.  In-
$1inces also mav frequentle occur in which this socictvy mav co-opernte with
i British ond Foreign B-bie society and other extensive institugions in spread-
"4 ihe Scripturcs among the Heathens

_— - - g -

g cr—_—
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CART. I, ““Each subscriber of two dollars 1o the beginning and four

dollars annually shall be a member.
| ART. IV. FKachsubscriber of thirty dollars at one time shall be a mem-
ber for bite. |
AR'P. V. Fach subscriber of fifteen dollars annually shall be a governor.),
ART. V1. Each subscriber of oue hundred and fifiv Jollars at one timey
or who shall by one additional paviment increase his original subseription ta
onc hunilred and fifty dollavs shall be a governor for life
ART. V1L Governors shall be entitled to attend and vote at all meete}
ings o' the committee,”
BEXMARKS. The annual subseription to the British socicry s abon
8 4,50: the proposed annual subscrintion to this Socizty 1s 8 400, The mor
equal distribation of wealth in this country scems to require this reduction,
B\ putting it in the power of all who wish it to take part in the managemen
cf the soctety as is done by the V. VI and VIIL. A rt. the funds as well as the
paticpage of the socicty will probablv he greatly increased. Muauny will per
Laps fecl disposed to pav 8 15 annually when such pavment will entitle the:
to a scat at the committee board, even if they do not coustantly occupy thet
. seats, The possession of power is gratifying, even if it be not exercised.. Ths
objection that these articles will increase to an indefinite extent, the number o
thos¢ wio may be entitled to vote with the committee, will be examined 1

anoiher place,
- ART., VIII. ** A committee shali be appointed to conduct the husinc:g

of the society, consisting of thirty six members, and a large majority ot the
to be aymen.  Six of whom shall be foreiguers resident in New 25rk ¢ 1
Viciniiy.  Twentv-seven of the above number whe shall have most frequent]
attended shall be cligible for re-election from vear to vear. The commatte
shall appoint all officers, and eall specia] genersl meerings. and shat' be charge

with procuring for the seciety suitable patronace both American and Foreigs
The commitice shall meet on the first mondas of everv . month or oftener it n

e it eyl o il i e

1

CEsSuTy, A quoram for doing bustness shall consist of at least nine men
bt~ of whom the President shall he one, and in case of his abszence then th

fiist Vice President to be one. !

REMARKS. Although there will be manv who will have the right

ta‘king part 1 the management of the sacicty, vet as the exercise of this rig

wili be optionai, and mav he suapended without anv deriliction of duty, 1t
Bucsssary, to prevent the posgibility of the. business of the sociviv bewng g
, gledted, that certain individuals should be appointed to attend to that busines
A committee is to be elected for this purpossz.  ror obvions reasens, apor 1
of this committee are to be toreigners,  The greatest numaber of the membrf
ot the committee ouxht to he Lr;':z;men: because lavmen are geperaily mu%ﬁ
coaversant with the details of business, aad bettey q‘u:ﬂiﬁud to superintend (R
concerns of an extensive establishment—to conclnde contracts——to make shin
m: n1s, &e. than clergymen.- Lavmen are also possessed of greater leisure, andé
more extensive mfluence than clergymen, while their religious tenets are iess gt
I!ejﬁll}r knewn b}’ the ap’pointm:nt of asufficient numberof ln}*n*:::n th::refo.j
tacs . iety wouldacquire greater weight of influence, and would be less cxpose
AT

to th. effecis of sectarian jealousy, thau by the appointment of clergymaen
5 > HigIn the secuiar business, L -

i e i B % ¢ e e
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To the commictee, und those who are entitled to vote with them is en-
1 pav et of appointing the officers of the societv.  As the respectas

18(¢.
ity o e ilness ot the society will :‘vpcntl 10 a great depree on the PCrs
antl « baracter and zeal of 1ts officers, the setection of theae officers is Wlscly

nfided to the deliberate vote of the commitiee, and not left to the hasty in-
naiderate choice of a promiscuous assembly at a peneral meeting, As the
mmittee POARess the power of naming an indefinite number of Vice Presis
nts the v mav, when they find a distinguisuied chavacter, who is friendly 1o
e sactety and whose name ‘would shed a lastre oty add him ta the lixt of
ice Prestdentse In this way the society mayv in time enrol among its officers
i opeever:s ors of the different states, and the chief memhers of the gencral goa
srmnent. nor can 1t be doubted that such a selection would tend greatly to in-
ese the patronage of the socicty and to conciliate the good will of every po-
hesl party. o the commitiec 18 entrusted the duty of procoring patronage
e societyy both American and Foreigne It caunot be doubted that che
bt saciety wonld hail with peculiar delight, the formaton of the dmerican
nd Froeien Bidle Socierr; and when we remember, that 1t bestowed on the
lussian Bibie society mine thousand dollars, 1t will not be decmed either un-
eeom ¢ or unreasenahble in us to expect to share in its bounty,

Bar ir muany wavs may the committee ontum American patronage. It
s not b erieal te hone that ana proper representation to Conpress of the
Ay and views of the Soctety, that body may be induaced to grant to the enm-
N’ the nrivilege ot franking all letters en the business of the socilety nnder
| certain weight, and with the sanmie restriction to receive letters free of postage.

This woald greatly facihitote another mode of obtaining patronage, and it
vould be, to oiake the constituvion of the soctety, with the names of 1ts mema
)ers i anicers as extensively known as possible. Fwvery clergvman in tle
J. States -ight be requested by a circular letter to add his own name to t! o
15t of members: to read from his Pulpit the constitution and address of the
jourtv and to make a collection for its funds.  Not a Hamlet in the country
snould be without the constitution of the society and smitable addresses explaine
ng the vature and impoertaogee of the Institution.

Ancther very important othice of the committee will be the establishment
>f some general regulations for supplying auxiliary societies with Bibles., The
B:itish society returus to auxiliaries, Bibles to the amount of one Aalf the sum
remitied. Under present circumstances, 1t would perheps be most prudent for
e Awmcrican society to return Bibles to the aniount of three fourths the sum
rewttted,

The seat of the Society 13 by this Art. fixed at Vew Yort., In nocountry
perliaps ao local jealousies so often interfere with pliuns of extensive utility as
1 the United States.  In the present instance however, when the glory of God
and the good of mun are the solid obj-cts in view, 1t 1s the 1mperious daty of
everv Christian to divest himself of all lccal prejudices, and to consent that the
society shall be established in that place which is most tavourable to the pros.
ecution ot its exalted objects. New York i1s fast becoming the London of
America, and already possesses facilities for correspondence with and transs

portation to all parts of our own and other countries, whichs are enjoyed in an
~qual degrce by no othev city on the centinent,
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Somc place must be chosen where this great society may be permanen
Nxed, and where it may enjoy all the advantages and cowveniences which lo

s wp F
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«ituation can aflond-—a soil in which i1t mav * take root downward, and be
iruit upward,” and for this purpose no place can be found so fit as New 27
The cemmattee are to meet at a stated time in each month, first for the spee
iransaction of busines, and sccondlv to enable those who are entitled to v
with them, to know when to find them together.

" By rendering only twenty-seven of the committee eligible for re-clectic
and those, such members as have attended most frequently, the societv w
every vear dismiss from the commitiee such as are wanting in zeal and fait
fulness, and yet withou: giving any personal offence. \

ART. IX. *“ kach member of the socicty shall be entitled under the dire
tion of the committee to puichase Bibles and Testaments at the soclety’s prig
which shall be as low as possible.” |

REMARKS. II the society sells Bibles and Testaments for as much
they cost, its funds cannot be impaired, and if the societv sells cheaper th
the book seller’s, many may be induced to buy of the society, who would n
buy of the book-seller’s.  As this privilege is confined to the members of 1t
society, it will be exercised chiefly for supplying children and servants wit
Bibles, and 1t may operate as an inducement to subscribe to the society.

ART. X. “The annual mecting of the socicty shall be on the fourt
Wednesday 1n Mayv; when the committee shall be chosen, the accounts pr!
sented, and the proceedings of the foregoing year reported.” |

REMARKS. The manner in which the annual meeting of the sociej
shall be coiiducted, will be of great importance, The British society, w
avvare that the Socinian and the Calvinist; the Quaker and the Episcopalia
cannot cordially unite in any one form of external worship. have banish
from thetr meetings all religious exercises.  In the place of these, theyv ha
substitutcd voiuntary addresses from the memt-+rs. both Clergy and Lany, a
have found tee ¢xperimeni atiended with the most beneficial effects.

ART. XL “The Presicdent, Vice Presidents. Secretaries and 'T'reasur
shall be ex oflicio members of the committee, the two last only and the inf
sior odicers, cierks, and servants, who shall receive emc;:lumems, an
pecuniary recompense from the soctety.”

ART. XIl. “ Evcry clergvman who is a member of the society shall
entitled to attend and vote at all meetings of the committee.”

REMARKS. The provision contained in this last article, is peculiast
the British scciety, and o large share of its wonderful success, mav be impute
to it. 1his Art. not chiv prevents the society from becoming an instrume
cl any. one derominanon, but it even prevents the suspicion ot such an eved
By 1§is Article, aad by some of the preceding ones, the pumber of those wh
may be entitled to vote with the committee may be e¢nlarged to an inde il
extent. S0 2uay apprehend inconvenience from this extension of the prive
lege, but the apprehension is groundless. A dmit that the whole number <hil
amount to e thousand! Of these how very small a proportion wili resiiz i

New York? and there aiore can the privilege be exzercised. But alchuug!‘i

4
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erv few of the wliole number will have it in their power ever to exercise this

Jight. v et some of them, and particularly the clergy will occasionally visit the
itv, and at such times, it would be highly gratifying to them to meet and
fote with the committee and to learn the present occupations and future views
{ the society, and on their return home to commaunicate to their friends and
arishioners the information they have thus acquired. With regard to those
ho reside in thc city, it is by no ineans certain-that any inconvenience would
rise from the constant attendance of them all: but those who have taken part
the direction of Bible societies, will not regard such an event as prcbable.

ew are disposcd to devote: much of their time to the managemeng of a socie-
» which wiil make them no pecumiary compensation, nor promote any secta-
1an or political views.

ART. XIIL. * At the general meetings, and meetings of the committee,

e President, or In case of his necessary absence the Vice President first
n the list then present; and in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, the
reasurer, and in his absence, such member as shall be voted for that purpose,
hall preside at the meeting shall be one.

ARLI. XIV. “The committee shall also have the power of choosing
Ju“h persons as shall have rendered essential services to the society, either
pembers for hife, or governors for life.”

With these last articles, on which no remarks are necessary, our propssed
ponstitution closes.  We have thus given it a careful examination, and found
It well suitced for a great society, embracing all ranks and denominations, and
pxtending its care and benefits over the whole union. Will it be said that al-
ough this constitution promises fair, yet that many of its provisione are se
povel tnat they ought not to be adopted till their utility has been tested by ex-
emnce ! 'I'ne objection 1s fortunate for the constitution. The exparience of
he iast 12 vears, and the most wonderful snccess, bear witness in its favour.
ith a few immaterial alterations, required ehiefly by local peculiarities, this
onstitation is a literal copy of that of the British and Foreign Bible society.
JVill an objection unthought of before, now be urged against the constitution,
11z : 1ts foreign origin ? The objection may be incounsiderately urged, but the .
eflecting Christian will quickly recall it.  He will not dare to reject an in-
trament which promises to promote the glory of God, merely because neither
pe nor his friends nor his countrymen, have the honour of inventing it.

Let us now review the steps we have taken—we have examined in the
bourse of this Memoir the extent of that darkness for the dispersion ot which
Bible societies were instituted--we have found it involving n its deadly gloom
lore than 500 millions of heathen, and many millions of nominal Christians—
We have seen it brooding over chese states, and settling with portentous aspect
bn our wide extended Territories. On inguiry, we have fouad that the light
&‘.mcn we have dispersed, consists of a few faint and scattered rays, :treakmg
$ur own horizon, but not penctrating the gloom beyond it. At the same t1ne
3 c aave found England, and other nations who have adopted her system, kin-
5* v a §ame whose ligie 1s seen, and whose warmth is teit in the darkestand
F« v st regions of the earth, and we have ascertained that tae sanie wsirument




bv ﬁﬁebthlsholy ﬁre has heg% hghted in Europe may be successfully el
ploye& foil t.hu s"a‘ﬁe pqrposé“ip our own_country. ;

RS Wiih thq %ﬁi’l\i Of ﬁw-ﬂark, and with the delegates from the dn
. #ént Bibi socipties; whg &vsoon to meet in that city, it remains to commei

this pmhﬁ work. ' Jf a sodietyion the plan described in this memoir shoul
formed ; . LNﬂW Yorklgy*the advice and with the approbauon of the Deleg .-;1
and shouid’ thete Delegatea enrql their n¥thes among its members, thcre r
- be nadoube that their comuwents ‘would: follow thenr example. Thus 3
“thére be pltnted ifh.our Land; a&‘l" fee of Life, whose leaves shall be: - for |
healing of the Nations—sa Tree whose height shaif reach unto Heaven.. and {
aight. thereof tothe and of the-earth;and thus through the blessing of God, ¥
the Christians of Ametica do”their - part’ i ‘making “his way “known. ugd
_*earth his nging health uato all Nations” and in hastening the arrival of |
penod vfhen ‘ ﬂxe kmg'doma of this world shall become the kmgdoms of

Lord and his Clmst, and he shall relgnforever. ' ANEN. 5
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