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it Pleafe Your LORD sHIP,

H E gencrd Decqy and Con-
temptof +heChriftian Religion
amongft us, bas made me think,
better entploy the Le'zﬁwi
b, by Towr Lardﬂnp s favonr,
-’tbin in ufing my beft Endea-
 fbew the Excellency and the
af - And what 1 have done,

your Lordﬂnp,

y Acconnts, i

- The




The ErPisTLE | DEDICATORY,

The Honour and the Satisfalionwhich ~ §  pinefs 1o the Nation, and may yet expelh
1 buwe of rorr bord 1o hear Your Lordfbip R 10 fee a. trie ﬁ,{, of Religion revive,
fpeakin the bebalf: of Religion and Vertue, st cven in our days,

; & oud may bope, 1
encourage nte to bdpe, that a Performance, § Chriftianity, amongft
tl)ousgqj_bzt fuch a5 1hi 53#??”L’R“i~ Sub-

ty, 4 Englith-men,. fball

ut fuch 4 2 be- migre than & Name, which is every

Ject,” may obtain your Acceptance. And 2 where fpoken againft. . b
We Name onlyof a Perfon-ofqour Lord- . & . . An eminent-Vertue is a PublickGood
i Jpip:s Honour aud: earning, an Knop- R There 75 a “powerful and.commanding
‘ kdge ‘of theWorld, mayperbaps begf ¥ Force in'Gréat Exantples; to psuntenance
more adwvantage to the Canfe 1 z_(_:_ne’er_{gk,@%- § Vertue,~and difconrage Vice. and . Pro-
than any Woihg 1 - have "bien able: to.. W fanenefs 5 tosmake Irreligion appear, as
write. _ - @ wis;bafe.and comtemptible in the World 3
Religion < may feem, by Defcenty and. . B 15 degrade it, and thruft it dovon among
as it wevey By Tnbevitance;>>to belong'to. - . R the lower and untaught part of Maukind.
Your Lovdfbip's'Cure : ThAWifdomati®  JMuch is wot.10 be expeCted froms. the
Piety of ‘Your:Great. Anceflor. %qppeé to . . RScbools and from the Gown, under fuch
diftant Agesinthe Reformation, wbzcb, . M Contempt and Difconragement. - Butthe
theongh the bleffing of God,\ was in-fo . . RGreat and the Honourable bave it in their
great a meafure, by His means,ieftablifb'd . Rpower to do great things 5 things worthy
sn.this Kingdom. * And 1 :Me_ with ! .;Tbém‘felwe.r;.md .for the advancenent
Joy often thought; that' I-von|d ‘obferer - Bof God’s Glory. - Rerfons.of High Birth;
the Spirit and Genins of my Loyd Treas ond both by Nature and Education fitted
furer Bu R G WLE Y now exerting it felf Qorithe Higheft: Undertakings; whofe Ver-
more than everinyour Noble Fawsily. Frons Fues fhall flonxifb-with their Years, and
whence, wethinks, we may p?%fgge Hap» R ’ Add New Laftre-io their Hereditary Ho-
- A o S Piﬂef" - ] nowrs,
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The EPISTLE

LOWY S, MaY (et vegain a4 oue efteernt o Re-
ligion, and adorn the Gofpel of Chriff.
This is @ proper Objelt for the Ambition
of emevans afpiring Minds f0 exprefy
their Gratitwde to Hine who bas placod
thens fo much abowe the reft of the World ;
and when they find thewfelves bappy
How, do difdain 1o aims at any thing lefs
thar Ewenafting Happinefs bereafter.

Wwo * JCT) X W aiy
ﬁc Priwilege of thofe whon God bas been
pleafed do diftinguifb from others by bis
Mercies, and who diftingwifb themfelves
by a regard to bis Hononr ana Service.

is there almoft that doth not knowit ? )
are [urprifed with wonder and delight,
to obferce what Art can do, and to be-

All that know Burghley, (and who

DeEDICATORY.
World ﬂaall be no miwore 3 and will éml{e

Death but a Pafjage and an Advance-
_ ment from one Palace, from one Honour

to another 5 and 2 Remowal only fron:
 the uncertain Riches and imperfect Feli-
cities of this Life, to the Manfions of
Eternal Blifs in Heaven. o

That thefe my Endeavours may prove
but in any meafure ferviceable to the Ends
of Religion and Vertue, and thereby to

the Glory and Happine[s of your Honou-
rable Family, in this and a better World,

is, My Lo rb, the unfeigned Defrre
and Prayer of,

Your LorRDsSHIP
Moft Humble, and
Moft Gbedient

oo Servant and Chaplain,

bold the Splendonr and the Magnificence |

of foreign Countries in our own : But
the Glories and Rewards of Vertue fball
continue, when Burghley it felf and the

World

R, JENKIN
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T HE

PREFACE.

Am fenfible, that the Publication
of a Treatife of this nature, wiil
be liable to Exceptions, from thole
for whofe Ufe and Benefit it is chiefly
defigr’d, who will be ready to lay hold
of all Pretences, to avoid the being
convinced of what they have {o little
mind to bclievee  They will be apt to
fay, Thatif the Tiuth of Religion be
{o certain, and {o evident, as 1t 1s main-
tained to be, there could be litile need
of fo many Difcourfes upon this Ar-
cument ; for it isno fign of Certainty,
when fuch 2 number of Beoks are pub-
lifh’d of this kiid, that {o many Mcen
of Learniny anl Parss have wrirtten
upon the Subjelt, vet others, 1t foeme,
a - are




The Preface.

are not {atisfizd in their Performances,
But are conitnually oftering fomething
New uponit.  They will likewile ob-
je&, That many of the Profefiors and
Minifters of Religion, do not live asif
they believed themf(elves, at leaft, not
as if they were o very certain of what
they teach 5 and that it there were fo
ercat (Certainty, there never could be
{o many Unbelicvers, butall who had
heard of ir, muft needs be convinced
by fuch Evidence. 1 fhall therelore
{hew here, That the Number of Books
writcen on this Subjeé, doth not prove
the Uncertainty ct Religion, but ra-
ther the contrary ; and thac the iil
Lives of “ien, 15 no argument agamft
the Religion they profeis: And then
I (hal] enquire how it ‘comes to pals,
that a Religion which carries {o plain
and convincing Evidence along with
ir, fhould yet by too many be dil-

believed, or dilregarded. -
t. To the Firft thine, it might be
{ufficient to fay, That the Number of
Wii-

The Preface.

Writers, is a great Confirmation of
the Truth of our Religion ; fince as
many as have undertaken the Proof of
it, have always agreed in the main
Evidence, and differ only in Method,
or in the Management of particular
Arguments : and though all have not
written with equal firengthand clear-
nefs ; yet there is not, I believe, one
Author, but has brought fufhcient Ar-

guments to confute the Adverfaries of

Religion. They are plealed, indeed,
to think otherwife : but they may at
leaft take notice, how obvious it 1,
that if this Obje&ion prove any thing,
it muft prove, that there 1s no f{uch
thing as Certaznty in the Woild; be-
caufe there is no Art nor Science, con-
cerning which divers Treatiles are not

daily publiﬂled. But are thercfore the

Is it the lefs cestain, whether Juftice,
Temperance, and common Houelty;
be Vertuessy or whoether Maurther,
Adultery, and Thefr, be Crimes 5 be-
esf

a 2 cauie

Natures of Vertue and Vice uncertain 2




v I'he Preface.

caufe Laws are made, and Sermons dai-
ly preached concerning thele chings ? or
can any Man doubt, that thefe Crimes
often meet with {evere Punifhments
even in this World, though Man will
take no warning by never fo many
I“xamples, but have need of continual
Advice and Exhortation to keep them
from the commiflion of them ? [s
there the lefs Certainty 1n the Mathe-
; maticks , becaufe Euclid, Apollonius,
[ and innumerable others, ot all Ages
and Nations, have put forth Books and

Syftems of Mathematicks in {feveral
Forms and Methods.

T he Preface.

of fome Men. Itis, undoubtedly, very
fir, that all neceffary Doctrines, upon
which the Eternal Happirels or Mitery
of Mankind depends, fhould be treated
of in all kinds of Ways and Methods 3
and they cannot be too often difcourled
of, nor by too many Men, that no
Objeftion may remiin unaniwered,
nor Scruple unobferved. Though a
little may be fufficient, upon a plamn
Matter, ro wife Men ; yet tco much
cannot be faid upon a Subjet wherein
all Men are concerned : And it is the

great Affurance of the Truch of Reli-
oion, and Charity to the Souls of Men,

| ] -1 r! L] - - . " - ad
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When many write upon the fame
Subjedt, 1t 1s an argument of the Ex-
cellency and Ulefulnefs of 1t 3 not thac
they are diffatisfied in what has been
already faid by others, but that they
think more nray be {aid, or that foms
things may be proved more clearly, in
another method, withmore advantage
to fome Capacities, and with grearer
probabiiity of removing the Scruples

of

that has engaged {o many Authors in

this Caufe. |
Befides the Primitive Fathers and
Apologifts, Men of the greateft Learn-
ing and Abilities, in latrer Ages, have
undertaken this Subjedt, having made
it their Study and Bufinefs to confider
the Grounds of our Holy Religion.
And I think few will pretend to more
Judgment to difcover Truth, or to
a 3 more




The Preface.

more Integrity to declare it, than {fuch
Authors who have had no parnicuiar
Intereft or Profeflion in reference to
Religion, but were under only the
common Obligations of all Chriftians;
which if they had valued as licele as
fome others, they could with as much
Wit and Learning have appeared inthe
Caufe of Iireligion, as any that ever
undertook it. Many of the moft emi-
nent in all Profeflions and Callings
have been the moft zealous Aflertors

of Religion ; as I might fhew by par-

ticular Examples which are 1n every
Man’s memory. Indeed, I believe,

few Men have fo vain an Opinion of

themfelves, as to think they undera
{tand their feveral Studies and Profei-
fions better than fuch Perfons who
have given undoubted evidence of their
unfeigned Belief of the Chriftian Re-
ligion. Men of the greateft Sagacity
and Judgment have not been moved
with fuch Obje&ions as others fo much
finmble at 5 but have lived and died

the

-—H—l—'-.—-— P
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the Glory of their Age, and an Ho-
nour to their Religion 3 fuch were

the Learned Prince of Mirandila, and

that Learned French Nobleman Mor-

aens . fuch were Grotins, Sir Mai-

thew Hales, Dr. Willis 5 and many be-

{idcs, both of our own and other Na-
tions. I {hall mention butone more,
who indeed was fo eminent, chat |
{carce need mencion him, for he muikt
be already.in every R cader’s thoughta 3
I mean, the Honourable Mr. Boyle,
who was as inquifiave, and as uawil-
ling to be impofed upon, and knew
1s much of Nature, perhaps, as ever any

' Man,not Infpired,did ; and had wichal

25 {tedfalt a Belief, and as gwdﬁl Ap-
prehenfions of Revealed Religion 3
which he endeaveured to eftabifth and
propagate, not oaly by his own Wr1-
rings, but by the Labours of others,
which he engaged and rewarded by his
Laft Will and Teftament.

~. But Men do not always live an-

~ {fwerably to what they profefs to be-
a 4 licve.

Vil
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I'be Preface.

lieve. It were heartily to be wifthed,
that there had never been any agca-
{ion given for this Obje&ion . For
though it be very inconfiderable in
it felf, yec it does, I believe, the
moft milchief of any ; becaule Men
naturally govern themfelves more
by the Example than by the Judg-
ment of others, or even than by their
own BReafon. But if we will judge
arrght, the Example of one-Man, who
lives according to the DoGrines of
Keligion, oughtrto be of more weight
with us, than the Example of never
{lo many, who live contrary to their
Profcfiion. Becaufe, when Men pro-
fels one thing, and a& another, their
Actions are furely as little to be regar-
ded as their Profeflion : And if we will
not believe their Profeflion againft their
Actions,whyfhould we regard their Ex-
ample againft their avowed Principles
and Profeffion # It is in all other cafes
clteemed a good Argument for the
Truth of any thing, when Men c?n—
£ s a _ : | cfé

The Preface. i

fefs it againit rhemié!ves. Anf}r‘t}:e
Motives and ‘l‘empranq‘nis are vn}t: :;
by which they are led aliGe from c f'

own declared Faich and lud gmen.t 3 L 1;3
Pleafure, or that Profig, 18 the{ cal.tl e
of it, which every Man Caf poiat to.

But when he,
to his Piinciples, d .
he lofes aod fuffers by 1t
needs be in grueat earncit 3 |

the others are apparent
forfake that mn Praltice, o
wirthftanding, they cannot but o

inciples.
: the Theory and Principies |
B This wasyan old Prejudice againit

Philofophy, That the Philofophers gld
not obicrve thelr own ‘h?recgfpts. ut
y wile Men, as no

che Truth and Ule-

nefs of Philofophy. It 15 2 g«reint
i;‘;lbjet‘?t'ion againft the Men, bu{'f fu{lz
s+ can be no Argument agamit 3 "
T hings rhemf{elves, that they an;;: 1 -
regarded by thole whounderitand theit

il

1t Was rt'je&esi b
Argument agamﬂ




I'he Preface.

value and efteem for them. And whe-
E€Ver renourices the Faith, or takee up
_Pnnc:plcs of Irreligion, becaut. of any
ill Pradiices of others, roo pliinly de-
c.lares cicher that in Truth and fince-
rity he. never had any, or that he is
very willing to pare with his Religion,
All Men make fome pretence to Rea-
fon 5 and thofe Men moft of all, who
are {o apt to decry Religion upun this
account, Thac many who profefs to
believe it, do not always live up to its
Rules and Infiruions : Bue they do
not confider, i the mean time, That
Men generally a& as much again(t
Reafon asagainft Religion ; and that

therefore this Obje&ion, if it can fip-

nifieany taing, muft banith all Reafpn

and good Sence out of the World, If
there be no True Religion, bec
few pradlife itas they ought ; there can
be no Irue Reafon neither, becaufe
the Lives of fo.many Men contradi&
1t. And lome, perhaps, would be con-
tented, that there (hould be no True

Reli-

T he Preface. Xi

Religion, ratherthan that there thould

Le no True Reafon; becaufe then they
muft be no longer all.o'aived to be able
o Reafon a2gainft Religion, .
But if the Truth and Reahfy of
Things depend upon the Practice l())t
b .~ P
Men, then the fame hellg_lon nay t.;
erue and falle at the {ame time ; 1CMay
be true in one AZe, as:tsi falte 1n anq&
ther ; or true in one Countrcy, ab
fulfe in the next 5 and muit ‘be More
or lefs true or falle, in the fame pm;
portion, as the Lives and Manners o
1ts Profeflors are more oOr lefs vertuous

1c! his 1s 1o unrea-
or vicious. Indeed, this 18 10

(onable and unjuft a Prejudice againtt
Religion, though it be grown a very
cominon one, that met'nl[}ks every '(f/i;a‘n
hould be afhamed of it cfpr!a.i:;
Men of Reafon, who fcorn {o much,
in-all other cales, to dt"Pfﬁd upon th?
Pradiice and Authority of others. Px?d
‘¢ is hard to believe, that NMen w::0
think at all, can.think as they {peak,

when they make ufe of this Ob)e%ﬁi




T he Preface. I Xiil

many to be here rccounted : Butl {hall
mention fome of the chict of them. |
(+.) Vicious Men are very unwdf

ling to believe that Religion to be
True, which is fo direcily contrary to
L eir whole courfe of Life, and to all
their Inclinations and Defires, but they
. B ut as abiurd as this Obje&tion is are very ready to catch at any Cavils
W 1c feli; icis moft of all abfurd when and Pretences again{t it.  The Lives
1615 urged againft che ChriﬁiaI; iieli- of too many Chriftians nave b_rong_ht a
51005 of which we are aflured, that Scandal, though a very urjuft one,
one of the Twelve who firft pre’ached upon the Religion which they profels:

Xii L'be Preface.
Will any Man luppofe, that Tempe.

rance doth uor preleive Health, the’
he ﬂ}onuld tce his Phyfician ruu) 110
exc::is-':' or, that Poylon will not kil
th.u, e vian who tells him (g anci
adviles him againft i j
as to take 1t him'c]{ »

, be o defperate
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i, Was an Apofiate, and a Trayror :
and our Saviour declares, that many
who had Preached apnd wirought Mi-

racles in his Name, thould be ar Juft

r?}:&?d byﬂhim, Matth. vii. 2y, Apd
t::afetrure, for any to make this cayi]
againit Chriftianiey, 3

t}ba 1lt Chriftianity, is ol y to thew,
aat they do rot confider 16, or will

not ramemoer che plaineft and moft
remarkable Points of ir.

- 3 *.The caufes of Unbelief amongft
. h.rlﬁnans,pozwuhi’[a nding the cleareft
Lvidence for their Religion, are too

many

nd Men who find themielves more en-
clined to do as they fee them do, than
as they hear them acknowled‘ge they
ought to do, make no fufficient en-
quiry into the Princtpies c:f Religion.

(2.) Diversmen have had a {trange
Ambizica to fay {omething new upon
every Subjc-& they treat of; and 1n
order to thut, have fet themf{elves, wich
2’1 their Skill and Power, to contradict
and overtlirow what has been faid by
orhers, that they migie mai;e way fer
their own Gpintens 3 or 10 €0 refine
upa
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own Invention :

T'he Preface.

upon .tbe Notions of others, that
that might appear New, and of their
‘ which has made
inconfiderate men conclude, that we
are always to {eek in our DoGrine
and have no fix'd Principles : wherea;
men of Learning and Judgment know
that commonly what is with fo mucl;
oftentation propoled and recommen-
ded to us for New, has been confi-
dered and rejelted of old, thoughnot
perhaps, in the very Terms, yet in tht;
?ence and Subftance of it ; or elfe it
1S fon;e True Doétrine under a diffe-

C
;i Onnt. Form and Manner of Expref-
T he Improvements which have been
made in Philofophy, this laft Age, at-
ford a real and greatadvantage to'v:rards
tl}t: Pl:oof and Eftablifhment of Reli-
gion 1n Mens Minds 5 and yet there
are tew things which have been more
abufed to the dithonour of 1it. For
whm men find it conventent to give
{ome vent to the Philofophical Hu-
pour,

The Preface.

mour, they bethink themf{elves of a

_ fit Subject for 1t to difcharge it felf

.nd this muft be {fomething
and fomething that Is very
New and Surpriling : and there 13 no-
thing which ufwers all thefe Qualities
fo well as a new Account of the Ori-
gin of the Univerfe , and then the
Hiftory of the Creation in Geuefts, as
well as the World 1t clf, mult un-
dergo all the Alterations which they
are plealed to impofe upon 1t '
may perfectly {ubmit and comp!
their New Hypothcﬁs,
thould hold,  New Syftems

World will be ascomimoe: as N

mances : They mult pardon me the
Cartes himleli,

gave BO better
hich was the

UPOn >
Great,

W Ro-

among his Friends,

Name to his Syftem 5 W
firfk ground nd occafion to all the

reit. And nothing 1s morc eafic with
a Philofophical Wit ¢han to build or
defiroy a World : but it 18 tO be

v have wearied themn-
{eives

Loped, when they

XV
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Haid.  And ¢his fohideliry

gain.
me, thefe Men, who

Pilofophy to have ne

have too much

Religion, put dangerous Weapons in-
to the Hands of

ther the ope nor rhe other

nor how to ufe them but to do mif-

chieﬂ_ And there is nothing fo plain,

but i¢ may be rendred difficuls and
e > Many NMien, by long and
l} tile Difputes.  [j great numbers
g }e}:’ fhould write concerning the
uas rieat and Lip o]
pons Heae ght, and Morion
fo "y Xears, and every one fhould
-1” contraaiCt all that - ‘wene before
him, and ftrive to {ay fomethine MNew
and Stran Surjed
an K€ upon the Sunje@ ; the
b, for ouphe I know, might pretend
to prove, that perhaps there may be
no Sun at all W hich, indeed, is no

1 h hat the :
nore than whie he Scepticks hive

~ 7 ﬂl]d S.ICEP'"
| Od, and his Pro-
and Levelstion, muft end

i

ticilin Concerning Gad
vidence, ‘

I'he Preface.

in the Scepticifm of our very Senfes,
if thefe Principles be purfued in their
dire& and unavoidable Confequences.

Qthers have been too bold with
the Myfteries of Religion, and have
pretended to explain them fo far, as
if they would endeavour to prefent us
with a Religion without all Myftery,
which at the fame time has expofed
Themfelves to Reproach, and Reli-
gion to the Scorn of fuch as are glad to

take all occafions to fhew their Good-

will toit. The evident and declared
Defign of the Socinians, 15, to retain
no Myfieries, but by forced Interpre-
tations of Scripture to expound them
all to their own, that is, to a new and
abfurd fence ; and 1t is but too plain,
that there is a combined Defign carried
on between Them and the Deifts, who
are.contented to pafs for Chriftians,
with a Diftinttion, and without a My-
{tery : Anti- Trinitarian is a milder word
than Anti-Chriftian, and ‘Ounitarian is
but a different Name for Deiff.
o b Ano-

XVil
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T'he Preface.

Another {ort have been very labo-
rious in finding ocut Myfteries, where
there -are none ; and under a pretence
of reducing the plaineft Doltrines to
clear Principles, have only amufed
and confounded Men in the true and

obvious Notions of them. Thus the
Duties of Love to God, and to our
Neighbour, are plain in themlelves,
and are as plainly [ct down in the
Scriptures : And to raile abftraded
and Metaphyfical Speculations upon
{fo plain Texts, is only to tell us what
we know before, in other and lefs in-
telligible Terms, or elfe to fall into
the nice and rafh Difputes of the
School-men, or into the Enthufiaftick
Heats of the Myftical Divines ; which
can have no tendency to the Peace or
fdification of the Church, but gives

an occafion to the Adverfary to Blal-
pheme.

(3.) A Third caufe of Infidelity, has

hbeen the Rathnefs of fome Criticks,

For if any thing relating to Religion

has

1

~ to fet the Bounds,

The Preface.

has been once called in queftion, by
Men who have got themf{elves a Name,
by writing more boldly than .Wlfﬁ‘l‘
Men have done, the Authority of
fuch Men fhall be thought a {uffictent
Anfwer to all the Arguments which

can be taken from any thing which
they are pleafed to diflike. Critici{m,

 when it falls to the fhare of a prudent

Man , is, without doubt, 2 neceflary

' ~ and moft valuable part of Learning :

Buc it muft be confefs'd, that there
is hardly any thing more impertinent
than an impertinent Critick. It 152

great thing, if it be well confidered,
and fix the Terri-

tories of Learning, to adjudge to
every Author his own Works, and

{ay, that this Book, or perhaps fome
{inall part of a Book, fhall be his, and
the other he fhall have nothing to do
withal.  This is no trivial matter,
vor of fmall confequence, and ought
not to be at the pleafure of any one
who has a mind to be taken notice of,

b 2 for
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The Preface.

for contraditing the received Opinion,
and being more confident than others.
And the lefs Occafion there is for thefe
Criticks,the more Danger there is from
them , for if there be no work for
them, they will be apt to make them-
{clves work : And what Author will
be able to ftand before Men, whofe
bufinefs and ambition 1t is to find
fault 2 But thouph the Jurifdiction
of Criticks be very large and abfolute ;
yet I bhave taken care not to come
under ir, but have purpofely avoided
infifting upon any Authorities which
have faln under their Difputes, un-
lefs 1t be, perhaps, in [peaking of the
Sibyls 3 but there I have the confent
of the beft Criticks, befides evident
Reaflon, on my f{ide, fo far as I am
concerned for them.

(4.) A Pretence to Miracles and
Prophecies, without Realon or Ground
for it, 1n behalf of fome particular Er-
rors, has weakened the Belief of the
True Miracles and Prophecies : and

whilft

T he Preface.

whilft laborious Endeavours have been
ufed to fhew, that the Chriftian Re-
~ ligion cannot be true, unlels thofe Do-
&rines be true, which have no foun-
dation in it ; the guite contrary has
happened to what m charity we muft
{fuppofe thefe Authors defigned : for
inftead of owning their Religion to
be true ; Men, who are convinced
of the weaknefs of their Pretences,
have taken them at their word, and

there is no Religion true, and there-
fore not theirs.
(5.) I fhall fhew at large, in due
time, That the many Differences and
~ Difputes in Religion, are no prejudice
to the Truth and Certainty of 1t 5 but
they are, notwithftanding, a great
fcandal and temptation, and a great
hindrance to the Salvation of Men,
efpecially as they are commonly ma-
naged ; whillt by all imaginable Ares
. and Means, Men of different Paraes

and Opinions {trive to run down their
b 3 Adver-

XX1
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wer and Authority,
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Adverfariess. Thofe who are con- with a2 Divine Po

cerned, would do well, I thould think, and knew how t}(‘) ffgak ::} tll\l/lee.lr?eaalﬁi '
to confider what milchief may enfue,  as well as to ¢ ehars o Wa:i e
through the imprudent and unchriftian fully Perce‘vfd E:v nfend ‘o be ufed ;
management of Difputes, even in a = lalt and on {‘trik: dezd with their

' I 1d
right Caufe ; which has no need of  they cou _ d W :
fuch methods 5 and therefore they are Words, and were infallible in the ule

the lefs excufable, who ufe them in of fuch Expreflions as werc proper tor

defence of fuch a Caufe. If we  theprelent occzaﬁon, either tokcor:llf;::

! would convince or perfuade Men in ¢ Orto terrifie Sinners, l:;md ai\:ran oe?ioubt -

;5 any other thing, we never are wont to to Repentance. g ergof or Rebuke:
think it a proper expedient to ufe ~ but a ffafonable repl‘ 2 be not
them ill, and give them hard words : though it be very levere, y _

tent with Charity, but may

And is rough Ufage proper only for :II}LY (t::;n?he Efel of it ; and if ever

the propagation of the Dodrines of , _ ad Au-

the Gofpel, and of a Religion of Peace, we may {peak with She ,:) O‘j;rk?:eff and

! and Meeknefs, and Charty 2 thority, as weﬂ, o m:vz ”inuﬁ do 1t
| - I’ know what Examples may be pro- gentlenefs of CJ}:zﬂ{? the Chriftian Re-
‘ duced to countenance this Pratice ; Wl{e“ t.he T'l'm O eftion ar;d that
but thofe greac Authors have Excel- ligion 15 f:a_lﬁed *1&;1“ live in an Age
lencies enough for our imitation, we E’y C!mﬁ‘am"' : -keh.- v have deﬁe a
| need not imitate their Faults.  Our n Wh‘clt‘_ Men tgll;n(:ﬁ;g fzr them to
; s T : 3 | t thing, 4ail - '

{ Blefied Saviour, indeed, himfelf, and . %Slale thexg;fe]ves upon, if they can

his Apoftles, did not always firbear ¥ 1t the
{evere language 5 but then they {poke but ftart a bold Obt))eé;c:on 1t Scrip-

with

:
1
i
!
|
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Scriptures, though it have never fo - which the Hf)[!(::,r 'i(; concerned 3 but

little fence in it. We have {ufliciene : et diftinétion 1s O be .
warrantito treat thefe Men as they certainly a g-.eathem from whomwe .
deferve : for the Apoftles were com- -  made beewee lar Points, though of B
manded (according to a Cuftom in differ in particu a:l confc”q rence,

ufe amongft the Fews) to fbake off the grea . .& the Whole .

duft off their feet, againft fuch asre- th?fe who 1':;] Strength fhould be em-

je&ted ‘their Dolrine : and the lealt chief Zeal a"nﬁ; thf;' (%mn

we can ‘fay to them, is to let them ployed again

know, that if they will not believe,
‘averare dorry for it, but cannot help
it, and:thar they will have the worft
of it. ' : Mr. Hobbs himfelf will allow,
that an: Atheift ought to be banifh'd

as a Publick Mifchief, - and {carce any
Terms can'be too fevere for thofe who
openly apoftatize from the Religion
in which:they have been baptized, and
blafpheme :that Holy Name by which

they are called. - We muft not fo
debale: the Gofpel of . Chrift, as to
{eem-to beg their Approbation, which,

I'm fure, we have little need of, in the
prefent cafe. ‘T.am far from thinking .
any thing {mall or inconfiderable, In
.~ | which J
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againft the Rules of Poetry, as againft
thole of Vertue ; and they cian never
an{iwer it to their own Art, whatever
they -may do to their Confciences ;
but ought to be cenfured for being
ill Poets, as well as ill Men. A fine
Saying, a foft or bold Exprefiion, or
a precty Charalter ! is thisall we have
in exchange for our Reafon and Reli.
gion, which thefe Men have fo labo-
rioufly decryed! Some of the beft
Poets of our Age have been {o fenfible
of the Dithonour hereby done to God,
the Diflervice to Mankind, and the
Difgrace to {o Noble an Art, that
they have employed their Genius a
better way. But the extravagant
Raillery apainft Religion has been the
more licentious, and the more fre~
quent, not only becaufe 1t has met
with ‘Applaufe from {fo many, who are
none of .the wifeft part of Mankind,
but becaufe it is the eafieft way of
Wit, flowing {o naturally from the
very Temper and Inclination of cor-

- rupted

nd applied_ here with

dvantage, becaufe 1t looks more €x-
ir::agat%t’and daring, and iprpnfeth
tor no other reafon, but for the bold

+ reverent ufe of it. W hat is there 1n
] € it were untrue, that can

>  What, in theawe-
] e { Heaven

ful Majefty of the Lord o .

and Ea)rth,. that can provoke ‘the

Laughter and Mockery of any but

"Ir 3¢ not ob-
Fools and Mad-men 2 It 15 not ©
vious to conceive, why 1t {hould be

thought a greater argument of a MaE.s
Parts, to revile his God, than his

Prince ; to fpeak Blafphemy, than 1t

: the Wit
-« to fpeak Treafon 3 or “fhy ic |
]{;oulge .tone for the Crime more 11

the one cafe than in t—he other. But
tke truth 1s, a very moderate fhare

of that will ferve the turp m both
cafes. Produce yowr caufe, faith the
Lord 5 bring forth your ﬁrozzg regjqn:,
faith the God of Facob. () Aca

ther Subje&t, a
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(7.) And indeed, from the Wie
and Drollery of fome, others have
taken the confidence to proceed to

~Arguments, buc they are very far from
being either firong or plaufible ; for
I never in my life obferved fo much
Difingenuity, fo vain an affe@ation
ol Learning, and fo groundlefs a pre-
tence to, Reafon, as in thefe Men.
The Extravagancies of Cardan are
known to all that ever heard of him :
The Luft, and Pride, and bafe Flattery
of Vaninus, is every where vifible.
Aut Deus eft, ant Vaninus, is fuch an
expreflion, as no Man befides ever
uled in a Dialogue of himfelf. And
Mr. Hobbs’s love of Singularity, and
Spiric of Contradi&ion, is evident
from his own Confeflion ; and my
late Lord Clarendon, who knew him
well, has acquainted the World both
with the Temper and Defign of the
Man, and with the Errors of his
Wiitings. But I {hall come down
lower, and examine a lictle the Ar-

guments

The Preface. Xxix

ments of later Writers, who would
%:l?::eit iil, if it fhould be thQUght that
they have not retained apd lmprovefl
all ‘the profound Realonings of their
Predeceflors in Irreligion \:vhlch we
may expett to find abridged in a Book
bearing the Title of The Oracles of
Reafon, a Rhapflody of Letters, and

fome {mall Trads of diversMen. |
But here I need not much concern

my felf with what 1s taken our of the
authors of Religio Medici, and of
the Archaeologix Philofophics 3 becaule
thefe Authors, notwithﬁanc}mg thofe
Obje8ions, profefs an unfeigned Be-
Lief of Revealed Religion, 1n tl‘lefe
very Books, though the :Traqfcnber
Jid not think fit to acquaint his Rea-
Jer with fuch Profeflions, for fear of
bringing an Antidote with his Poylon:
Bur fince thofe Obje&ions were {o fac
from having that effe& upon the Au-
thors themfelves, all that they can ferve
for, is to fhew, that they can make a

Deift of none but a weak or an t} Biflan.
re=
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b referr the Reader to the Preface
of Religio Medici, to fee how difinge-
nuous it-is to quote any thing from
that Book, as the fix’d and mature
Thoughts of Sir Thomas Brows. But
as it this had not been Difingenuity
enough, we have him brought in, fay-
ing the quite contrary to what we find
Goleein his Book, () How all the Kinds
$:32. of Creatures, (fays Sir Thomas ) not

only in their own Bulks, but with ,
conpetency of Food and Suftenance, might
be preferved in one Ark, and within the
extent of Three bundred Cubits, to 4
KReafon that rightly examines it, will ap-
pear wery feafible. Thus it is both in
the Book it felf, and in the Annota-

tlons upon it; but our (4) Tran-

(b)Odelt’.f
of Reafsn,

p-s.  fcriber has made the Author {ay quite
contrary, that this will not appear
very feaftble.  'WHhat is tranfcribed
likewile from the fame Author’s Book

(o) 1id. (c) of Vulgar Errors, is not fairly
P- 5,

cited, and no notice is taken, that
this learned Author hasa whole Chap-

ter,

T he Preface. XXXi
ter, in that very Work, concerning
(d) the Temptation of Eze by the () vile.
Serpent ; where that is cleared, which |
was () before bronght only as an Ob- (e) Ihid.
je€tion, and tranfcribed by Mr.Blouni.
How the Tranflator has dealt wqh the
Author of Archeobigie Philofophice, 1
have nct hisBook byme to exammezhe
is living to vindicate himfelf. Oae thing
I have obferved,that Mr.Blount ailures
us, that (f) this learned Author doth a gf)gzgz
firenuonfly affirm, as ‘tis poffible, 1bat .
the World bad a Beginning -about Six
thoufand Years fince 5 whereas the
Tranflation which this Gentleman
fends Mr. Gildon with his Letl.:er, fays,
(2) That to prefcribe the Divine Crea- (e) i
tion [o fbort an Epocha as the limits of
Six thoufand Years, 'tis what be newer
durft. Now, either Mr. Blount or the
Tranflator are miftaken in their Au-
thor, and I rather think the latter
muft miftake him. For whenever the
World had been created, there muft
have been a time when it had exifll)ec:

' ' 1
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but Six thoufand Years ; and then the
{hortnefs of the Epochea might have

been objelted, as well as now. So

,_ The Preface. XXXili
-~ the Coming of Shilob, to have been
% firflt applied to the Meffiah by the

| L |
1‘

4
gy

€6) 1514,
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that there was no poflibility of pre-

venting this ObjeCtion, unlefs the
World could have been Eternal ;

which was likewife impoflible, from

the Nature of Time, which being {uc-
ceflive, neceflarily implies a Beginning ;
and as this Author, by his Tranflator,
{fpeaks in that place, we cannot forn:
10 onr [elves any ldca of a thing created
from Eternity.  But what 1s cited out
of either of thefe Authors, will fall
under fome of the Heads which are to
be treated of in another Book which 1
defign upon this Subjet ; [ (hall there-
- fore here only fingle out fuch Particu-
lars as are the proper Notions and
Conceits of our Deifts, and of which
I had no thought or occafion to fpeak
elfewhere.

Mr. Blonmt (h) will have the Pro-
phecy of Facob, concerning the Scep-
ter's not being to depart frowe Judah, till

tle

+ Cabbalifts in the time of the Maccabees,
" and not to have been expounded of
- Dawid’s Line, till the Reign of Herod,

at leaft not generally ; for here he is

~ not fo pofitive, as 2 Man might have .
. been 1n a thing purely of his own In-

vention. But doth he brirg any

Proof or Probability for what he

fays ? No, it is meer CoijeClure,
contrary to all the moft ancieit Expo-
fitions of the Jewilh Writrs, Buc
the Fews had a Cabbalz, andthe Pha-
rifees hated Herod, and theHerodians
flattered him, and ‘*fofephs flattered
Vefpafian 5 and thereforefrom fome
Circumftances {uperficiallframed and
put together, he will nees gather the

Uncertainty of this Prpbecy, and
conclude, that it iz cotradited by

- others, without any coitderation had

to what fomany have fid to reconcilc
them. In the fameplace, he {ays,

that the Fews recka the Book of
¢ Danies
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Daniel among their Hagiographa or

Sacred, but not Canonical Books. Fa-

ther Simon, to whofe Writings I {up-

pole this Gentleman was no Stranger,

might undeceive him in this matter ;

(i) Cali- s words are thele, (i) Nowi quiden:

ﬁjf;}f};g}f Fudeos de germany wocis illins ( ce-

;{i”g tuvim) figuificatione inter fe non con-

wvenire . etft omnes [entiant Cetuwine,

fen Hagographos non minis divinos

eff: ¢ wnonicos, quim reliquos weteris

anftrunents libros :  and he plainly
proves hr Affertion.

(t) oract.  The {me Gentleman (&) tells us,

e that Fofepums confefles, That he durft

not prefunicto compare the Nation of the

Tews with he Antiquity of the noft an-

cient and itigllible Writings of the A~

gyptians, Chldcans and Phanicians.

for which huefers his Reader to Fo-

fephus contra ion. lib. 1. Where he

will find che Qite contrary ; tor _70-

fephizs makes ihiis bufinefs to contute

rhe Heathen Hiprizns, and to vindi-

cate the Jewll Antdquities againft

them,

-L A
|
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them, and to (hew how they contra-

3i& themfelves and one another, 1n

what they relate of the Fews, diffe- -
rent from the Scriptures. (l_) And g’ﬂjti”
yet this notorious Miftake is again re- p.2s
peated by our Author ; which any one

may confute, that will but 109k into
Fofepbus.  The Defign of his Firlt
Book againft Apioir, 15, TO PIOVE -the
Truth of the Jewifb Antiquities againft

the Greeks, from the Writings of the

A gyptians, Phoeniclans and Cbczldacm}n
Fofepbus fays, He wonders at thole,

who think that the Greeks alone ought

to be regarded in Matters of Antiquitys
whereas there was nothing tobe found

-

among them of Ancient 1ate: their

Cities, their Arts, their Laws, waic

| 101 e Fi{io-

but of late Criginal, and their Pl l

tes later than all thefe.  But the Greeks

themfelves confefs, that there were

. S

very ancient Accounts of former §imes
J . ,_i }' " 2 ; c‘;}r i )
among the Agyptizns, e Chalda.sns, () "5
snd the Phanicians 3 (#2) For L onnt, 5550

4 ?
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Nation into the number with thews. This
i3 far enough from faying, that he
dirft not prefume to enter into a Com-
parifon ; tor he doth fhew foon after,
that the fews had taken as much care
m the writing and preferving their
Antquities, as thefe Nations, or any
other, could poflibly do. But it had
not been to his purpofe to mention
the Fews in that place with the reft ;
becaufe he brings his Argument from
the confeflion of Foreign Hiftorians,
who were acknowledged by the Grecks
to be of much greater Authority in
things of this nature, than they could
pretend to chemfelves.

(#) A little before, having tranfla-
ted fomething out of Ocellus Lucanus,
to prove the World Eternal, this Gen-
tleman thus fubjoins, Now it is wery
ntuchy that this Author, Ocellus Lucanus,
(who, for bis Antiguity, is held to be al-
woft Contemporary with Mofes, ( if not
before bint ) [bould have Jo diﬁrent a
fentiment of the World's Beginuning frous

 that,

_n) Oracl.
of Reafon,

}
E‘I' 21:::

P | a1 '
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that, which Mofes bad : methinks, if
Moles bis Hiftory of the Creation, and
of Adam’s being the Firft Man, bad
been & general receivea Opinion at 1518
time 3 Ocellus Lucanus, who was fo

ancient and fo eminent a Philofopher,
fhould not bawe been altogetber ignorant
thereof. But what thall we fay, it

Ocellns Lucanns was not o ancient,

but of no Antiquity in comparifon of
Mofes @ then, methinks, this Author

might have fpared his Pains a{Id !ﬁs
Inferences. And of what Antquwy

Ocellus Lucanus was, is fhewn by Las-
dowicus Nogarols, who tranflated this

Piece of Ocellus Lucanns into L?tin,
and publih’d it with his own O;cht-
vations upon it. For he makes 1t ap-
pear, from Plato, that the Anceftors
of this Occllus being banifh’d from
Troy, under Laontedon, came to Myra,
a City in Lyciz 5 but Laowredon was
the Father of Priammns,in whole time,
as every body knows, happen’d the

Deﬁru&ion of Tr 0y 3 and f,-,zir Wis

C 3 SSTRY!
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then Judge of Ifracl, about Three hun-
dred Years after they had been in pof-
{eflion of the promifed Land. He far-
ther {hews, tfrom Lucian, that Ocellus
Lucanns was a Scholar of Pythagoras ;
who lived, fure, long enough after
Mofes, to fave our Author’s Criticifm,
or to expofe it. Indeed, the beft Ac-
count we have 1n Heathen Antiquity, %

agrees exallly with the Hiftory of

W ter./ | |
'?l'he ame Gentleman has obferv’d,

(5) That the Epicurear Deifts labour to ;;2,%? :
hawve their Vices imputed rather to ap.sz
jority of their R eafon above that of

han to « Saaitude of their Rea®

Vice is naturally eﬂefmed a bfzfe m’zcﬁ
Ic is but too plain, that

Mofes. ‘concerning the Creation of the - low thing, .

(o) Cret \*V{;rljd. Ariﬁot%e (o) himfelf was . this was his own cafe, as his unhappy

awce. a1 not fatisfied in his own Do&rine of ,  Death declar?d ‘ | 0

“7"" the Fternity of the World, and he This, I think, 1 fufftcient t% evi\.;;

@4tk (p) confefles, that all the Philofophers = how lictle this Book delerves t FV?‘:.H

L1.cio. afferted the Creation of it : and as for Title of The Omcle:J' of Reafoi . it l?'lh

() 2012 the manner of the Creaticn, (7) he be hard to meet with any Boox, Whilc

27" f{ays, it was efteemed ‘a very ancient has lefs right to {o high a Pmteﬁl.ce’
Doftrine, and thought, by fome, to I fhall take notice but of one t K‘g .
be the Doétrine of the moft ancient  more, and that is, (¢) Mr. Gildon's At- () 5%

Theologifts, That it was formed out tempt to prove the Materiality 0

| : : . h likel
() 1de of Water. It is certain,that (r) Thales, Soul ; his Arguments are as UnlKCly

L1 De.ar' the firft Greek Philofopher who treated to prove 1t, as mo{t 1 have &'EF :-db'il;t‘iit
o Let of thefe things, one of the Seven Wife ' (hall (hew the Notion to be aoiu

I, 2. . :
| Men of Greece, and the Wileft of felf, and impoflible to be maintained.
N them, C 4
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- The Effence of all Matter muft be
the {ame, whether Extenfion, or any
thing elle, be affign’'d as the Effence
of it ; and though we may be igno-
rant of the Effence of Matter, yet we
know 1t cannot be effential to it ta
Thmlf =. for then all Matter would
fleceﬁanly Think. But the difterence
in the {feveral forts of Matter can be
only in Accidents ,  that is, in Bulk

Reft, Motion, Situation, and Figure,
none of which can render Matter ca-
pable of Thought. For if a different
.Bu{l?\of Matter could produce Thought
i 1, and the Subtile Matter thould
be al?}e,to Think and Realon, though
the Grofs cannot 3 then the’ Partagof
a Stone would think, when it is
grou;q to Duft ; though when they
are joined and compadied together’
they make up a Body, as unlikely tc;
think, as any thing we can imagine.

If Reft could caufe Matter to think,

z Stone V}'oauld be the moft thinking
Creatare inf the World, If Motior
could

T he Preface. ' <Xl

then that which moves

could caufe it,
with moft quicknels, would think

moft, as Fire,and the Sun, and Stars :
hut Motion is only a fuccefitve change
of Place, and there 1s nO reafon why
Matcter fhould think i onec place, ra-
ther than in another 35 Of why it (hould
¢hink, when 1t 1s moved in a Right
Line, or 1n a Circle, or inany Curve
Line, rather than when it lies fiill.
Again, There 1s no reafon why Mat-
cer {hould be able to think, or not
think, according to its Situation
Pofition 3 why 1t {hould
Brain, rather thanupont

or when 1t 1 digefted; a
to Animal Spirits, rather than when

it is in a more compacted Subftance,
and has a different relation to the
parts of Marter about 1t Laftly,
If any fort of Figure could pro-
duce Thought, Stones mufl certainly
think, as well as the beft of us > and
{0, indeed, might any thing elfe : -

Body s there that may
not
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not fubfift under all varieties of Fi-
gure ¢ |
Neither can any lucky conjunéture
of all thefe together produce a Power
and Faculty of Thinking, For, ima-
gine what Bulk, Reft or Motion,
Situation and Figure you can, to meet
together, they are all alike uncapable
of {o much as one Thought; fince
there is nothing in the Nature of
any of thefe Accidents or Modifica-
tions of Matter, but it is as far from
any Power of Thinking, as Matter it
felf 15 5 and therefore Thinking can
no more arife from a combination of
them together, than it can proceed
from the amafling together of Matter.
All the Accidents, but Motion, have
nothing Active or Operative in them,
but are only Matter under difterent
Modes and Relations. And Motion,
whatever the Figure, or Bulk and
Contexture of any Body may be; can
be but Motion ftill : and {fuppofe what
Contexture or Modifications you will ;
' -, what

) li- "ril-'-r,-_ '.‘- . - S & .- -
ﬁzﬂ " r'fr'r:i-“'l-r wt '. -_|._r, . ..
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what is Motion, under all I?ete.rmi- '
qations, Collifions and Combinations,

but change of Place? and, how can
change of Place produce Thinking,
under any variety of Contexture 1n
the Particles of Matter ? Free-will

Marcter and Motion, as K
found, who was therefore forced to

have recourfe to his Declinationes Ato-
morum ; for which he i.s {o juftly ex-
pofed by Tully. Lor neither can Mat-
ter determine its own Motion, nor can
Motion determine it felf, but muf’E be
determined by fomething E}ftcf___rnal ;
whereas all men fiad it in their power
+o determine themfelves by an Inward

and voluntary Principle. |
It is crue, indeed, that the Soui,

in its Operations, depends very much’
upon the Temperament of the Body :
yet the Soul, even in this ﬁatc:, has
Thoughts, which have no Relation to
the Body, or any Material Thing;
as Thoughts of God and Spirits, 1S

¢
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own Reflex Thoughts, or Confciouf-
nefs of its own Operations. And if
it were now capable of no Thoughts,
but fuch as have fome dependance
upon the Body ; yet this can never
prove, that the Soul it {elf is Material,
or that Matter Thinkss. A Man
writes with his Pen, and cannot write
without one; Is it therefore his Pen
properly that writes;and not the Man ?
The Body is the Inftrument of the
Soul, in its Operations here 3 and as
the Inftrument 1s fit or unfit, fo
muft its Operations be more or lefs
perfelt. ..

But it is firange, that the chief part
of us [bould be of fuch a Nature, that
we can form no Idza of it. We may
form an Idez of it, though but an 1m-
perfeCt one : And do we not know,

that the Eye, the nobleft part of the .

Body, cannot fee it felf, but imper-
fectly, and by Reflexion ? And let

any Man try, whether he can form

a better Idea of a Material Soul, than
of

T he Preface.

of an Immaterial one.  But this Wri-
ter, by Id#a, {eems to mean a Mate-
rial Idea, or Imagination : and we
cannot, indeed, form a Material Idea
of an Immaterial Spirit. Yet, after
all which he, or any Man elfe, has

faid, the Nature of the Soul 1s as

clearly anderftood, as that of the
Body : and there is nothing encum-
bred with greater Difficulties than
Extenfion, if that be the Efience of
Matter ; and if that be not, it 1s as
hard ftill to know what the Eflence
of Matter is. The Inftance which he
brings of Brates, is eafily anfwered,

Whether they can think, or not. I.f
they cannot, the Objection falls of it

felf : If they can, 1{hould rather fup-
pofe, that their Sounls may be annihie
lated, or may tranfinigrate and pafs
from one Brute to another, than that
the Souls of Men muft be Material,
that the Souls of Brutes may be Ma-
terial too. . '

~Ano-
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Another Gentleman, of late, has
()N aflerted, (1) That it is impoffeble for

dimane 45 by the Contemplation of our own

frunding, ldea’s, without Rewelation, to difcover

5. whether Omnipotency hath not given to

Lo fome Syftems of Matter, fitly difpofed,

the Biflop : .
of Wrcefi: ¢ Power to Perceive or Think; and,

P That there is Poffebility that God may,
if be pleafes, [uper-add to Matter a Fas-
eunlty of Thinking : which is what he
likewife calls 2 Modification of Thinking,
or Power of Thinking, But it {feems
not inteiligible, how God fhould
iuper-add to Matter this Faculty, or
Power, or Moadification, of Thinking,
unlefs he change the Nature of Matter,
and make it to be quire another thing
than it is, or join a Subftance of ano-
ther Narure toit. But the Quefiion
18, Whether a Faculty of Thinking
can be produced out of the Powers
and various Modifications of Matter ?

And we can have no more conception,

how any Modification of Matter can
produce Thinking, than we can, how
| any

I'he Preface.

any Maoadification of Sound fhould
produce Seeing : all Modifications of
Matter are the fame, as to this Point ;
and Matter may as well be made no
Matter by Modifying, as be made to
Think by it.  This is juft as ifa Man
fhould maintain, That though all Im-~
material Subftances are not extended
and divifible, yet fome of them may
poffibly be, or Omnipotence may
{uper-add to them a Faculty of Exten-

- fion and Divifibility : for Immaterial

Subftances may become Divifible and
Material by the fame Philofophy : by
which we may conclude, that Matter
may Think ; which is the fame thing
as to become Immaterial, and to {ur-
pals all the Power: and Capacities of
Matter.  But though I have, upon
this occalion, mention’d this Gentle-

man- here 3 yet it would be a greae

Injury done him, torank him with the

Authors of The Oracles of Reafor.
There 1s prefix’d to thefe Picces, an
Acceunt of the Life and §Decath of
' that

xlvii
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that unhappy Gentleman, Mr. Blount,
with a pretence to vindicate his Mur-
ther of himfelf, becaufe his deceafed
Wife’s Sifter refufed to be marry'd to
him ; by all the Topicks and Argu-
ments of Reafon and Philofophy.

- Which is fuch an Undertaking, as I

“there are a fort of Men who have thewn

am confident was never heard of be-
fore, to prove, that a Man may very
gravely and Philofophically kill him-
felf, if a Woman, whom he ought

not to marry, will not be his Wife. -

It is firange to fee, that Men (hould
think it fic to vent fuch things as thefe
in the Faece of the World : but this

difcovers the Reafor and Philofophy of

thefe Men, and is a fic Preface to {uch
a Book. This Wifdom defcendeth not
from Abowve. Behold the Men in their
Principles and Praltices, the demure
Pretenders to Humane Reafon, and
Moral Vertue, and the Enemies of Re-
vealed Religion ! ' |

~ Wearefallen intoan Age, in which
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{o great a forwardnefs to be no longer
Chriftians, that they have catch’d at
all the little Cavils and Pretences a-
gainft Religion ; and, indeed, if it
were not more out of charity to their
own Souls, than for any credit Re-
ligion can have of them, it were
great pity but they
their wifh : for they beth think and
live fo ill, that it 15 an argument for
the goodnefs of any Caufe, that they
are againft it. It was urged, as a
confirmation of the Chriftian Reli-
gion, by Tertullian, that it was hated

~and perfecuted by Nero, the worlt of

Men : And I am confident, it would
be but {mall Reputation to it, in any

' Age, if fuch Men fhould be fond of

it. They fpeak evil of the things
they underftand not ; and are wont
to talk with as much confidence againft
any point of Religion, as if they had
all the Learning in the World in
their keeping, when commonly they

know little or nothing of what has
d been

x1

{hould have

X
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been {aid for that againft which they
difpute.  They fcem to imagine,

that there is nothing in the World,
befides Religion, that has any diffi-

culty in it : but this fhews how little

they have confidered the Nature of

Things, in which multitudes of Ob-
jeCtions and Difficulties meet an
obferving Man in every Thought.
And after all, Religion has but one
faule (as they account it ) which
they have been able to difcover in i,
and that is, that it 1s too good and
vertuous for them ; for when they
have faid all they can, this is their
great quarrel againft it 5 and (as it
has been truly oblerved ) no charity
lefs than that of the Religion which
they delpile, would have much care
or confideration for them. _
Thus have fome Men difhonoured
Religion by their Lives ; fome by an
affeCtation of Novelty ; fome by in-
validating the Authority of Books re-
lating true Miracles and Prophecies,

and
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and others by forging falle ones:

{ome again, by their too eager and
imprudent Difputes and Contentions
about Religion, whilft from hence
others have taken the liberty to ridi-
cule it, and to difpute againft 1t,
but {o as to expofe themfelves, whilft
they would expofe Religicn. And
thus has the cleareft and moft necef-
fary Truth been obicured and de-
{piled, whilft it has been betrayed
by the vanity and quarrels of its
Friends, to the {corn and weaknefs of
its Enemies.

However, in all their oppofition
and contradi&ion to Revealed Reli-
gion, I find it ailerted by thefe Men,
that Atheifm is fo ablurd a thing,
that they queftion whether there ever
were, or can be an Atheift in the
World. Ihave thercfore here proved,
from the Attributes of God, and the
Grounds of Natural Religion, that
the Chriftian Religion muft be of

Divine Revelation ; and :hat this

d 2

Reir-

li




1

1

T he Preface.

Feligion is as certainly true, as it is,
that God Himfelf exifts ; which is
the plaineft Truth, and the moft uni-
verfally acknowledged of any thing
what{oever. And becaufe there 1s

nothing {o true or certain, but fome-

thing may be alledged againft it, I
{hall befides difcourfe upon fuch Heads
as have been moft excepted againft :
In which I fhall endeavour to prove
the Truth, in {fuch a manner, as to
vindicate it againft all Cavils; though
I fhall not take notice of particular
Objeltions, which is both a needlefs
and indeed an endlefs labour, for
there is no end of Cavils : but if the
Truth be well and: fully explained,
any ‘Objeltion may receive a fuffi-
cient Anfwer, from the confideration
of the Dodltrine againft which it is
urged, by applying it to particular
Difficalties 5 as one Right Line is e-
nough to demonfirate all the varia-
tions from it to be Crooked.

It
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It is very cafie to cavil and find
faule with any thing ; and to fiarc
Obje&ions, and ask Queftions, 15 e-
ven to a Proverb efteemed the worlt
fign that can be of a great Wit, or a
found Judgment. Men are unwil-
ling to believe any thing to be true,
which contradiéts their Vices 3 and
the weakelt Arguments, with flrong
Inclinations to a Caufe, will prove
or difprove whatever they have 2
mind it fhould. But let Men fuelt
pratife the Vertues, the Moral Ver-
tues, which our Religion enjoins,
and then let them difprove it, if they
can: nay, let them difprove it now,
if they can, for it ftands 1n no need
of their favour ; but, for their own
{fakes, let them have a care of mi-
staking Vices for Arguments, and e-
very profane Jeft for a Demonitra-
tion. [ wifh chey would conlider,
whether the Concern they bhave, to
{et up Natural againft Revealed Re-
ltgion, proceed not from hence, thar,

d 3 by
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by Natural Religion, they mean no
more than juft what they pleafe
themfelves, or what tirey yjude con-
venient in every calec and occafion :
whereas Revealed Relizion 15 a fix'd

“and determined thing, and preiceibes

certain Rules and Laws for the Go-
vernment of our Lives, The plain
truth of the matter, is, that they are
for a Religion of their own con-
trivance, Which they may alter as
they fee fit 5 but not for one of Di-

vine Revelation, which will admic of

no change, but muft always continue
the {ame, whatever they can do. Un-
lels that were the cafe, there would
be little occafion to trouble them
with Books of thiskind ; itor the Ar-
guments brought againft the Chriftian
Religion, are indeed fo weak and in-
fignificant, that they rather make for
it 5 and it might well be faid, as

M. Pafchal relates, by oneof this forc

of Men, to his Companions, If yox

continue to difpute at this rate, you will
certainly

5 The Preface. lv
2 certainly make e a Chriftian. I (hall

E ventute, at 'i-.:;lﬂ', to fay Of rlns Trea-
tife, in the like manner as k> doth

of his, That if thele Men would be
i pleafed to fpend but a lictle of that
© time, which is {o ofren worfe employi:
ed,- in the pe-ufal of what is here of-
fered , 1 hope that fome hisg t!]%y
may meet wichal, whlch. may fati e}
their Doubts, and convince them o
their Errors.

‘But though they (hould defpile

tever can :

g\l:c are othei~, befides the.profefs d
‘? Adverfaries of Revealed Religion, to
? whom a Treatife of this nature may
Lhe {erviceable. The truth 15, n_ot-f

wichftanding the great Plainnels o
the Chriftian Religion, I cannot bl:(l}:
think, that Ignorance is one chiet caude
why it is fo little valued 'and eftcemed,
- and its Do&rines 1o llt}le obeyed :
A greét part of Chriftians content
" themfelves with a very (light and

‘ imperfc& Knowledgae (;f the Reh%;:;
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they profefs ; and are able to give
but very little Reafon for that, which
15 the moft Reafonable thing in the
World ; but they profels it racher
as the Religion of their Country,
than of their own choice ; and be-
caufe they find it contradi@s their {en-
{ual Defires, they are willing to be-
lieve as little of it as may be ; and
when they hear others cavil and trifle
with it, partly out of Ignorance;, and
partly from Inclination, they take e-
very idle Objection, if it be but bold
enough, for an unan{werable Argu-
ment. Whereas, if Chriftians were

but throughly acquainted with the
Grounds of their Religion, and fin-

cerely difpofed to believe and practife
accoraing to them, they would be no
more moved wich thefe Cavils, than
they would be perfuaded to think
the worfe of the Sun, if fome Men
{hould take a fanfie to make that the
Subject of their Railery. To have
the . more. doubtful and wavering

thoughts

* gious, )
% of itin our Underftandings, that
' the rational convi&ion of cur Minds,
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thoughts of Religion, becaufe it 1s
expofed to the {corn and contempt
of ill Men, is as if we (hould defpile
the Sun for being undera Cloud, or
(uffering an Eclipfe ; not knowing
that he retains his Light, and Re-
ligion its Excellency fiill, though we
be in darknefs; the Light may be
hid from us, but can lofe nothang of
its own Brightnels, though we {uffer
for want of it, and lic under the fhadow

Death. .
! The Confideration of the Grounds

and Reafons of our Religion is uleful
to all {orts of Men : for if ever we

would be ferioufly and truly Reit-
we muft lay the foundation

that, by

we may (through the Grace of God
aflifting us) bring our W ills to a fub-
miffion, and our AficCtions to the
obedience of the Gofpel of Chrifts
and the more we think of, ana con-

{ider thefe things, the more we {h;l;

o
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be convinced of them, and they will

have the greater power and influence
in the courfe of our Lives. For tho’
the Truth of the Chriftian Religion
cannot, without great fin and igno-
rance, be doubted of by Chriftians ;
yet it-1s a confirmation to our Faith,
and adds a new Life and Vigour to
our Devotions, when we recolle&
upon what good Reafons we are
Chriftians, and are not fuch by

Cuftom and Education only, but up-

on Principles which we have through-
ly confidered, and muft abide by, un-
lefs we will renounce our Reafon with

our Religion. _ |
And what Subje& can be more ufe-
ful, or more worthy of a rational
and confidering Man’s Thoughts ?
Thefe things, which are now made
matter of Cavil and Difpute, will
be the Subjc& of our Contempla-
tion, and of our Joy and Happinefs
to all Erernity in the other World.
We f{hall then have clear and di-
. ftinct
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ftin&t apprehenfions of the Means
and Methods of our Salvation, and
(hall for ever admire and adore the
Divine Wifdom, in the Condu
and Difpofal of thofe very Things

about which we now are moft per-

@
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The Scriptures could not be corrupted aftermards,

P-235

p. 223

* CHAP X
Of the Prophecies and Miracles of the Prophets.

Jofiah Prophefied of by Name, long before his Birth,
the civcumftances of that Prophecy, P.236. The
fulfilling of Elijah’s Prophecies, p. 238. The
confeffion of Julian the Apoftate, p.240. Divers
other Prophecies and Miracles, ibid. Cyrus pro-
phefied of by Name, long before bis Birth, p.}zq,t :
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Jeremiab’s Prophecies of the Deftrution of Jerp-
talem, P. 243. The contradittion which was then
thought to be betwixt the Prophecies of Jeremiah
and Ezekiel, a manifest proof of the truth of the

Propnecies of them bath, P.248. Otner plain Pro-
phecies fulfilled, p. 2477. Thefe Prophecies and
Miracles manifeftly true, — ~ P.249

CHAP Xl
Of the dependancesf the feveral paves-of the Scriptuyes
- wpaneach othery andthatthe QlAdTeftament proves
the New, and the New again proves the Old, as
the Caufe and the Effett, ' P 252

C CHAP XIL.
Of the Perfon of our Bleffed Savionr.

Our Bleffed Savionr’s undeniable Innocence and Hol;-
vefs of Life, p. 257. Judas bimfelf gave Teft:-
amony to ity P. 259. Thbe Prophecies concerning the
- Birth of the Meflias, fulfilled in bim, p. 26§. The
Prophecies concerning his "Life fulfifled, p. 277.
- The Prophieciesconcerning his Death fulfilled;p.280.
 awvd thofe concerqing bis Refurrection and Afcen-

~ Jron,, p. 286
CHAP XHL -

Of the Praphecies and Miracles of our Bleffed Saviour.

Ouxr Szvionr foretold the Treachery of Judas, and the

manaer of bis own Death,p.287. The Propagation

~ of bis Religion, p:288. The Deftruttion of Jerufa-

. Yem, withtbe cixcumffances of it, and the Prodig:‘e:

attending it ibid.  His Miracles verified the Pro-

pheciéswnich hadbeen concerving da‘c Meflias,p.2 9o

" CHAP XWV.
| Of the Refurrettion of our BleffedSavionr,
- The Refurrettion of our. Bleffed Saviour prophefied of,
and typified, p. 293.  The Apoftles, who were Wit-

neffes

™ r"q';',"-‘l _i: {.{- LI 1.:;:.-1-‘ -_-1
'y .
e BETR ‘-,E-I‘uf:n

e J

thy

I
gt lﬁ

The Conte s,

- wteffes of our Savionr’s Refurreition, conld not be de-
cesved themfelves in it p. 295, They would not
deceive othersy P. 306. They alledged fuch Cira
cumftances, as made it impoffible for them to de-

cesve, P. 3%7
CHAP XV.
Of the Apofties and Evangelifts.

The Apoftles were Men of [ufficient Underffanding,
to know what they teftified, p.312. They had fuffi-
csent Means and Opportunitics to know it, P.313.
They were Men of Integrity, and truly declared
what they knew 5 for they hbad no workdly Futerest
to ferve by their Teftimony, but fuffered by ity and
bad a certain profpeit of [uffering, v.315.  There
are peculiar marks of Sincerity in all their Wri-

- tings, p- 319
CHAP XVL |
Of the Prophecies and Miracles of the Apoftles, &e.

~ Of their Prophecies, p. 328. Of their Miracles,p.330.

The Miracles wroughe by the Apoftles themfelves,
P-331. A Power 8f working Miracles, comniu-
nicated by them to others, p. 336. Their fuper-
natural Conrage and Refolution,D.342. Thislike-
wife was communicated to their Followersy, P. 341k

CHAUP XVIL |
Of the Writings of the Apoftles and Evanselifts.

The Hiftory of our Savionr’s Life and Death contains
fo notorious and publick civcumftances, toat it was
an Appeal to that Age, whether the thingsrelated,
were true ov noty P. 354. 1be other Books of
the New Teftament arc explicatory and confequen-
tial to the Gofpel, or Hiftory of Christ 5 and befides,
thefe likewife contain many menmorable and publick
Matters of Fall, p. 361. The Gofvel, and other

e 3 Books
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_ Books of the New Teftament, cired by Authors con-
- temporary with the Apoftles, and owned for genuine
~ both by the Fews and Heathens, p. 363. MMany

of the Eyc-witneffes to the Miracles of our Saviour
. and his Apoftles, lived to a great Age, P. 364.

The chief Points of the Chriftian Religion were

teftified in Apologies written from time, to time to
the Heathen Emperors, 1bid.

_ CHAP XVIL
Of the Doftrines contained in the Holy Scrip-
tHres. |

The Chriftian Religibn teacheth an wniverfal Righ-

 teoufnefs both towards God and Man, Pp. 368.
- The Scriptuves propound to us the only true Principles

. of Holinefs, p.370. The Chriftian Religion pro-
pofeth the moSt effeltual Motives to Obedience and

Holine[s of Life, p. 372. It affordeth the greateSt
Helps and Affiftances to an Holy Life, P. 374

Irexprefleth the greatest Compaffion and Condefcen-

. fron to our Infirmities; p. 374. The Propagation
of the Gofpel has ever bad great effects tomards the
- Reformation and Happinefs of Mankind, Pp.376.
" The nighest Myfteries of the Chriftian Religion are
: not meerly [peculative, but have a neceflary rela-
tion to Praltice, for the advancement of Piety and
Vertue amongft Men, - p. 382

PART I

Har there is no other Divine Revelation, but

that contained in the Holy Seriptures of the Old
+ and New Teftamcnt, - P.385

"CHAP.
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: CHAP L
- The Novelty-of the Heathtr Religious.

Thé Pretences of the e Egyptians to Autiguity exa-
aminedy p. 387. Of the Chald=ans, ibid. of

the Chinefe, P33
| . ~CHAP I
Of the Defect in the Promulgation of the Heathen
: Religions.

The Heatben Religions ncver extant in Books to be
© publickly read, p. 392. Every Countiy had its
" peculiar Deities. They prevailed onlyby the Tem-
“porad Power., Though the Heatnens more in Num-
ber, yet the Religion of Chriftians mare promulged,

P- 392
| * CHAP IL
Of the Defeit of the Prophecies and Mirzclcs of the
Heathen Religions.

Of the Oracles of the Heathens, p. 394. That they
were uncertain and ambiouoms, p. 3906. But they
could not be all counterfeir, p. 398. The ceffa-
tion of Oracles gradual, p. 399. Their Miracles

- never wrought to confirm any found and nfeful Do~
trine, The Cafg?b/ﬁom of the Falfe Gods, whei
)

they were adjured by Chriftians, P. 401
. " CH AP IV.
The Defelt, in point of Docitrine, in the Heathen
Rcl{gfom.

The Theology of the Heathens abfurd, P. 403 Their
Religions Wor(hip wicked and inapio#s, P.40S . Hy;-
mane Sacrifices cuflomary in all Heathen Nations,
P. 406.
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. The Cantents.
p. 406. No Body of Laws, nor Rules of Good
Life, propofed by their Oracles, p. 409. but Ido-

latry and Wickedne[s approved and recommended
by them, . * “ibid.

- Of the Philofophy of the Heatbens,
The Fleathen Philofophy very defeltive and evrontous,

p. 411. Whatever there is of Excellency in the

Philofophy of the Heatiszens, is owing ra Revelation,
D. 423. If the Heathen Philofophy had been as
certain and as excellent as it can be pretended to
~ be, yet there had been great need of a Divine Re-

velation, P. 439
CHAP VL

The Novelty and Defeit in the Promulgation of the

Mahometan Religion, . _ P. 436
CHAP VIL

The want both of Prophecies and Miyacles in vhe Ma-

hometan Religion,  P.439

CHAP VIIL
The Alcoran is falfe, abfurd, and immoral, Pp. 441

CHAP IX
Of Mahomet.
That be was Luftful, Proud and Cruel, appears from
the Alcoran it felf, P. 443

PART
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PART IV.
CHAZP I

.mebérc is as great Certainty of the Truth of

the Chriftian Religion, as there is of the Being

| of God, | P- 447

CHAP I
The Refolistion of Fasth,

The Seviptures confidered, (1.) As Hifforically tvue :
(2.) As to their Doltrine, which concerns Etérnal
Salvation, P. 451,452. Fromboth thefe Confide-
ritions, it. follows, that they are infallibly Trie,
\f. #485. I many cafes, there 15 as much carfero
believe what ‘we kinow from otners, as what we [ee
and experience onr [elves, P.4.56. And thusit s

in the prefent cafe, concerning the Refolution of
Faithy p. 460. The FEvideuce of Senfe, and of

Humane Teftimony in this cafe, compared, p. 462.
The Certainty of both ultimately refolved into the
Divine Veracity, &c. ibid. _An Objetion from

the Chriftian Religion evident even to a Demon~-
firation, . P. 4770

ERRATA

Joh. xx. 29. anfwered, p. 467. The Truth of
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N the Prefice, pag. 1.1 T4. read when though fuch; P. 4. Ls.r.Men; p.14.
1 L 2. for that r.ﬁ% ; p.25.L1T. 1. the mmual, Inthe Boqk! p.13. L 17,
" formind . knowledge 5 . 38. L3o. . beforeor at the Jameé time, or after ;
ibid. 3. ult. r.ifbefere, or at the fame time; - P. 66. 1, 1 3._‘dele‘ the Comma ar
Fire, and place it after Chaldeans ;° p. 96. 1. ult. 1, And Kimchi and after bim ;
P. 100, .18, delefor ;5 P. 113.1, 10, rawas fan 5 p. 130. L16. 1, (which was Like.
wife prodsced by Kircher,) p.133.marg. t.Tavern, Voyage de Perfe ; p.136.L.27.
1. Mahomet ; p. 140.1. 1 1. 1. Ages ggo P- 154. Ly, for greater r. better 5 p.176.
L 10. for performed r. preferved ; p.230. L 3.1 the Booksof the Pra{bet: ; P.252.
1. ult. r. Device 5 p. 290. L 23. for repeated 1. done 5 p. 321. L 6. T denied ;

122 126, r.Saul ; . 331, L28. rowreught 5 P 372.1 2.for of r.t0 5
l[):. ;93. 10, r.pmi_adm'P; 0. 403. 1. 19. 1 and Eufebius befides makes ; p-40§.
fmarg, r. Quint. Inftis, lib, 1v. E go1.1.11. 10 dangers enly 5 P. 408. 1,8.r.a final ;
P. 416. L. 9. r. Adulferies ; -ibid.inmarg. r. Horat.Serm. hb. 1. fat. 2. Gic. pro
M.Celio 3 D.422. )16, for this v. that 5 P. 426. l.29. dele Comma at Phere-
cydesy Pp. 4310 31, 1, 20 avoid the vemg a Sta:c[{.;' P- 434. L 30. T.inity

.436.119. for themr. Men ; p.440. 1.18. for Infpiratien 1. Revelation 5 p.464.

13. 1. Teftimeny of others ;' p. 470. 1 17. v.fincere. 7. 4. 02 P jbac,
" Other miftakes, as Idas for Ides, Afcention <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>