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engage and oratify their attention.
But the inftru@ion of young perions

in particular has been fought for ; —
and of others, who like bem, may
be fuppofed to have moft to learn
concerning the principles of religi-
ous information. For therr uie
principally; 1s thisflight {ketch in-
tended, as an introduction to more
voluminous, and abftrufer, works
upon the fame fubjects, or others,
in connetion with them.

Of performances not unlike 1n
tendency with the following, 1t
will be remembered, that there are
many to be met with in the Eng-
lifh Language : fuch as, Adasfon’s
« TEyidences of the Chriftian Re-
« ligion;” —Grotius, “on the truth
« of the Chriftian- Rehglon g
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Dr. Clarke, < on the unchangeable
‘¢ obligations of natural Religion,
« and the truth and certainty of
« the Chriftian Revelation ; ,----
Mr. Lacke, < on the Reafonablenefs
of Chriftianity ; —Bp. Sz‘z'//z'?zgﬂeef’é
¢ Origines Sacre:”—to which,
of later works, might be added,
Dr. Beattie’s ¢ Evidences of Chrif-
“ tianity ;”—MTr. Bryant’s treatife
‘“ on the Chriftian Religion ;”—
and Dr. Paley’s recent publication

upon the fame {ubjeft. —But for
purpofes more elementary than the

generality of thefe, were the fol-
lowing pages p169a16d3 and in pzut
printed, before the laft mentioned
performance came to the Editor’s
acquaintance :—to whom, from
motives chiefly of a donseftic nature,
it had. been made a matter of
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occupation, during a refidence in the

country, to draw up the following
thort review of certain evidences in
relation to Chriftianity, for the
moft part from Dr. Fenkin’s learned
treatife ¢ on the truth and certainty
¢ of the Chriftian Religion ;”—
a work, long out of print, and in
- particular made choice of for this
purpofe, from the fmall apparent
probability of a {peedy republica-
tion.—To this, fuch preparatory
confiderations have been added,
from other fources, as appeared
likely to be moft interefting and
convenient to young beginners.

The utility therefore of the
publication will be that chiefly of
opening the way a little in thefe
‘matters, and of comprifing in 2
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{maller compafs, what at prefent

lies diffufed among larger volumes:
an advantage, which, to a variety
of readers, and efpecially to the
- younger candidates for Holy Orders,
will probably be found to be not
inconfiderable.—Beyond this, the
Editor trufts it is unneceflary to
avail himfelf of any further apology,
for a well-meant effort in behalf

of Chriftianity, at a time when {o

many exertions are daily making to
diminith and defeat its influence.



CONTENTS
 OF

VOLUME THE FIRST

PART L

SECTION. * Page.

I. Of the Exifience of Gop - - g
11. Illuftration of the argument - 13
111. Of the nature and attributes of
Gop - - - - - « 20
- IV. Of the incommunicable attributes
of Gop - - - - - - 28
V. OF the communicable m‘trzbutes |
fGop - - - - - <3S
V1. Of the moral attributes of GOD 40
VII. Of declarations in Scripture coi-

cerning GoD - - - = 4§
VII1. -Of further deferiptions of Gop’s
aitributes in the Scriptures - 81

¢ 1X..Of Gob’s gfential Fuftice - - 60



CONTENTS,

- SECTION, Pa gCs

X. Concluding refletions upon the
attributes of Gop - - - 66

X1. Of Aiheifp - - - - - 74
X11. Reflection concerning Atveifm - 79

, —W—-

PART IL

I. Of Gob, as the moral governor
| of the Univerfe - - - - 85
- I1. Of the groundwork of Revelation g2

111. Of Religion in general ; and its
divifions - - - = = = 102

IV. Of a Revelation from Gob, as
| poffible, probable, and neceffary 109

V. OFf the poffible means of affordaing

¢ Revelatiom - - - - 113
V1. O the method aGtually adopted;
Prophecy and Miracles - 121

VI11. Of Miracles - - - - 128
VII1. Of diftinguiflung true Mzmcles
from falfe ones » = - - 132



CONTENTS,

SECTION. Page,
1X. Of the impoffibility of Jome Mi-
racles being falfe ones - - 139
X. Application of the arguinent

from Miracles - - - - 14 3
XI. Of Scepticsfw - - =~ = 148
XI11. Of Infidelity - - - - - 15I
———m_"
PART IIL

1. Of the Antiquity of the Scriptures
- ingemeral - - - =~ = 1§7

11, Of the knowledge of Gob, as
revealed to men - - 160

111. Of the will of Gop as re'vmled
t0 mankind before the Law 164
IV. Amount of this evidence - - 178

V. Sufficient means of knowing
Gop, after the Law - - 183

V1. Of the intercourfe with the Jews,
as ferving to infiruit other

nations - = - - = = 187



CONTENTS.

-SECTION. Page,

VIL. Of the further fucceffes of the
Iraelites, 20 the fame end 191

VIIL. Thelike effets from the feparation
of theten tribes - - - 1gb

X, The [ame effeSs from the reffo-

| ration, after the Captivity - 200

X. Concluding particulars as to the
condition of the Jews - - 204

X1. Of memorials, and remembrances

of true Religion among the
Heatbens - - - - - 215



INTRODUCTION

T O
NATURAL and REVEALED

RELIGION,

JE——N

PART THE FIRST.

SECTION 1.

—

e e Y

Of the EXISTENCE of GOD.

BY the word Gopb, is to be under-
[tood a Being of infinite wifdom,
power, and goodnefs; the creator

and governor of all things; to whom
the great attributes of eternity and
independency, omnifcience and im-
menfity, perfect holinefs and purity,
perfect juftice and veracity, complete

happinefs, glorious majefty, and fu-
VOL, I. B
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preme right of dominion properly
belong ;—to whom the higheft vene-

ration, the moft profound fubmiffion -
and obedience are therefore due,

That there really is fuch a Being in
the world ;—entitled to {fuch homage,

and invefted with fuch charalers, i1s
clearly to be percetved from the exif-
tence of that matertal world which
we inhabit, For if ever there were a
tume when nothing did exift, it s
very manifeft that nothing ever could
have exifted. But, on the contrary, '
the glorious frame and conftitution of
the univerfe, its grandevr and aftonifh-

ing magnificence, the various phaeno-
rhena and kinds of beings, the uni-

formity obferved in their production,
with the ufes and the ends for which
they ferve, all plainly fhew that an
almighty defigner, a wifdom and
power infinite muft have contrived
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thefe great works of Creation, and
ftill prefides over and direlts them.,
This is the proof which the Apoftie
of the Gentiles refers us to;—when
he informs us, that < the 1avifible
« thinrgs of Gop, his eternal power
«« and Gadhead, are clearly feen from
¢ the world which he has formed,
« heing underftood by the things that
¢ are created.”

The nature of the argument is
plainly this;—that delign, cantrivance,
forecaft, arrangement, creatiom, and
prefervation, all imply, what we are
fure motter does nat poflefs, altivity of
principle, reafon and underftanding.
And feeing thefe to be fo manifeftly
prevailing in what is created, we from
hence infer the neceflity of a divine
architect and ruler of the univerfe.—
This confideration made even the
Heathen Philofopher with good reafon
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to conclude,*—* that whoever thinks
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the wonderful order and incredible
conltancy of the heavenly bodies
and their motions (whereon the
prefervation and welfare of all
things do depend) 1s not governed
and direCted by an intelligent being,
ought huinfelf to be accounted void
of underftanding.—For fhall we,
when we fee a piece of artificial
machinery, a {phere, a dial, or any
{uch contrivance, acknowledge at
firlt fight, that 1t 1s the work of art
and underftanding; and yet, when
we behold the heavens moved and
whirled about with aftonifhing ce-
lerity, uniformly performing their
periodical revolutions,—make any

« {cruple to confefs, that thefe are the

49

44

{4

performances not only of reafon,
but of a certain very excellent and
divine reafon £’

* Cicero, de nat. Deor,
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ILLUSTRATION of the ARGUMENT.

THE argument which teaches us
from works created to infer the rccef-

fity of a Creator, 1s of a kind adapted
to the capacity and underftanding of
all men, It brings Gop down to our
{enfes, as it were; and carries 1ts own
conviflion with 1t.—And though 1t be
not neceffary for us here to purfue the
evidences of the Creator into his
works, to feek for inftances to prove
to us his exiftence, by endeavouring
either to trace him amidft his greater
operations, or to difcover him in is
lefler ones (where to us indeed he
may perhaps appear maxiiiss in ini-
itimis, though to infinite power all is
equally eady 1n performance}; yet it
B 2
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will afford a pleafing illuftration of
this argument to contemplate the lofty
and elegant mode of treating 1t by a

learned modern; while at the {ame’
time we confefs, that for grandeur
and fublimity of conception, nothing
can exceed the language of the holy
writings 1n particular allufions to the
Creator’s handy-works,

‘““ To prove to any one” fays a
learned writer,* ¢ the grancnefs of
« the fabric of the world, as the work
« of an almighty archite®, one need
“ ondy bid him to confider the Sun,
“ with that infupportable glory and
¢« luftre that furrounds it ;~—demon-
« firate to him the vaft diftance,
“ magnitudeand heat of it;—reprefent
““ to him the chorus of planets mov-
“ g periodically by uniform laws
“ 1n their refpetive orbits around it, °

% Woollalton Rel, of Nature.
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affording a regular variety of afpets;

« guarded fome of them by fecondary
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planets, and as it were, emulating
the ftate of the Sun, and probably
all poflefied by proper 1nhabitants ;
—remind him of thofe furprifing
vifits the comets make us; the

« large trains and uncommon {plen-
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dour that attends them; the far

country they come from, and the
curiofity and horror they excite,
not only among us, but in the
inhabitants of other planets, who
alfo may be up to fee the entry and
the progrefs of thefe minifters of

fate ;—diret his eye and contem-

plation through thole azure fields,
and vaft regions above him, up to
the fixed ftars, that radiant num-
berlefs hoft of heaven ;~and make
him underftand how improbable a
thing it is, that they fhould be
placed there only to befpangle and
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‘“ adorn a canopy over our heads ;—
‘“ convince him that they are rather
“ {o many other funs, with their

““ feveral regions and fets of planets
““ about them ;—fhew him by the

““ help of glafles, ftill more and more
“ of thele fixed lights, and beget
“ in him an apprehenfion of their
‘“ unaccountable numbers, and of
“ thofe mmmenfe {paces which lie
““ retired beyond our utmoft reach,
“ and even 1magination;—I fay,
“« one need but to do this, and ex-
““ plain to him fuch things as are now
“ almoft known to every body, and
““ by it to thew him that if the world
“ be not infinite, it is 7ufiito fimilis,
““ and thercfore fure a magnificent
“ ftruCture, and the work of an infi-
“ nitely wife and powerful Creator.,

“ In like manner, who can obferve
““ the vapours to afcend, cfpecially
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from the {ea, meet above 1n clouds,
and fall again after condenfation,

and not perceive this to be a kind
of diftillation to clear the water of

its grofler falts, and then, by rains
or dews, to fupply the fountains and
rivers with freh and wholefome
liquor; to nourifh the vegetables
below by fhowers, which defcend
in drops, as from a watering pot,
upon a garden !—Who can view
the ftructure of a plant or animal ;
the indefinite number of their fibres

and fine veflels, the formations of
larger veflels, and the {everal mem-
bers out of them, with the fitting
difpofition of all thefe; the way
laid out for the reception and
diftribution of nourtfhment; the
effect this nutriment has 1n extend-
ing the veflels, bringing the vege-
table or animal to 1ts true growth
and expanfion, continuing the mo-
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““ tion of the feveral fluids, repairing
“ the decays of the body, and pre-
“ ferving life ?~——Who can take notice
“ of the feveral faculties of animals,
“ therr arts of faving and providing
“ for thexnfelves, or the ways 1n which
“ they are provided for; the ufes of
« plants to animals, and of fome
‘“ ammals to others, particularly to
 mankind ; the care taken that the
“ feveral fpecies thould be propagated
““ out of their proper feeds, the ftrong
< inclination of animals for that pur=
“ pofe, their love of their young, and
-« the like 2—I fay, who can do this,
“ and not fee a defign in fuch regu-
« lar pieces, {o nicely wrought, and fo
“ excellently preferved? —Since then

“ we cannot fuppofe that the parts of
“ matter at firft contrived this won-

“ derful form of a world among
“ themielves, and then by agreement

“ took their refpective pofts, and
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purfued conftant ends by certain
methods and meafures concerted
(becaufe thefé are acts of which
they are not capable), there muf be
fome other Being, whofe wifdom
and power are equal to fuch a
mighty work, as is the ftruGure
and prefervation of the univerfe,
There muft be {fome ALMicuTY
Minp, who models and adorns it ;
who lays the caufes fo deep; pre-
[cribes to them fuch uniform and
(teady laws; deftines and adapts
them to certain purpofes, and

makes one thing to anfwer to, and
fit another,”



SECTION IIL

e ——— el

EEnnEEnetLy

Of the NATURE and A TTRIBUTES
of GOD.

‘v/VH AT the nature and effence of
the ALMIGHTY 15, we muft not ima-
oine ourfelves able, after the ftricteft
inquiry and application, to apprehend:
this being a matter abfolutely impoi-
{ible, from the infinite difproportion
between our faculty of apprehenfion,
and the objet itfelf to be conceived.—
Our minds being finite, they cannot
without a manifelt contradiction com-

prehend what 15 truly infinite,

But though we muft for ever defpair
of “finding out the ALMIGHTY to
““ perfeCtion,” yet we ought not to
give over our difquifitions and enqui-
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ries after Him ; {ince the pleafure and
advantages they are rewarded with,
are much more than a compenfation

for all the pains-of our attention and
refearches.

For thefe reafons we are not only
permitted, but encouraged, to make
the nature of Gopb tlic fubject of our
contemplation, And though the re-
dundant luftre of his deity prevents
him from being directly looked upon,
yet we may behold 1t by refleCtion ;
and {rom confidering our own fouls,
which are faid to be framed after the
““ 1mage of Gop,” we may raife fome
tolerable 1dea of his infinwe per-
fections.—We perceive, {or inftance,
what thought is;—but at the fame
time, we percelve likkewile the advan-
tage of {uch an caly thought as arifes
without any effort, exertion or trouble
on our part; fuch, as by the fenfe of

YOL. I. C
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hearing or feeing is produced 1n us :—
we perceive alfo in our minds a love
ot truth;—and we are fenfible that
we at moft perfectly, when we act
upon the cleareft views, and 1n moft
ftrict purfuance of them.—Now out
of all this we may eafily raife in our
imaginations the idea of a Minp
which fees all things by a clear and
perfe® intuition, without the poffibi-
lity of being miftaken ;—which always
a&s in that light, upon the fureft
profped, and with the moft perfect
reafon ; which rejoices therefore nevery
thing that it does, and has a conftant -
perception of all truths before its
eyes,—This idea fo naturally arifes
from what we perceive both of the
perfections and imperfections of our
own minds, that a very lictle reflection
will enable us to form it, to a very
high degree,
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The firft ftep therefore, in order to
do juftice in our thoughts to Gop,

and to form right apprehenfions of

him, will be to afcribe all 1maginable
and poffible perfections to him.—
Every perfection that is pofiible in
itfelf, muft be fuppofed poflible to
him.—We fay of Gop, that heis a
SpIRIT ; that1s, a Beihng totally unlike
to body and matter; which being
determined by the neceffary laws of
motion, are incapable of knowledge
and liberty, and confequently, of
wildom and goodnefs, We fay of
him, that he is the caufe of all other
beings which were by him, and
are always dependent on him :—that
nothing is exempted from his know-
ledge, and power, and providence ;—-
that he adminifters all things in'the
way of goodnefs and wifdom, of
juftice and truth; and therefore all

things are to be referred to him as



1 24 ]

their laftend, Thefe and all other pof-
fible perfections we are to confider the
divine nature as being fully pofiefled
of, in an Infinitely higher and more
excellent clegree,. than our finite under-
ftandings are able to comprehend.

Seeondly, we are to feparate and

remove all manner of imperfection
from him, Becauf, to admit of any

the leaft thadow of defec, is to ftrike

at the foundation, and to deftroy one
of the cleareft and moft effential no-
tions we have of Gop. And above
all,. we muft be careful in our con-
ceptions of the Almighty, to clear
him of allmoral imperfections, wherein
the holy Scriptures have more efpeci-
ally taken care to guard his honour,
by removing every thing of this kind
from his charalter..
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Thefe are fome rules which may
be of ufe to govern our opinions con-
cerning the attributes and perfections
of Gop. But we muft ever remem-
ber, that thefe are not to be confidered
by us, as having any diftinét and
feparate fubfiftence 1in the eivine
nature, but only in the manmer of our
- concelving them, according to their
different and external operations.
In ourfelves indeed, becaule we arc
limited and compounded creatures,
there are certain powers and faculties
really diftinét from one another, and
from our own eflence; fo that what
we do admits a feparate confideration
from what we are : but 1n Gop there
can be no inherent powers and faculties
formally diftinct from one another, or
from himfelf,.— To {uppole fuch a
diftinttion, would be to deftroy the
perte¢t fimplicity and unity of his
nature, and to. infer fuch a fort eof

C 2
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compofition in it, as an all-perfet
being is abfolutely incapable of. It
is therefore, from the deficiency of
our underftanding {(which cannot
conceive things in the grofs), that we
divide our notions, and contemplate
the fame nfinite being under different
apprehenfions, which we call attri-
“butes. But even what we call attri-
. butes in Gop, muft not be {uppofed
to be of the fame kind and quality
with what we term properties 1n men,
but fomething that muft be under-
ftood 1n a fenfe infinitely more exalted
and fublime. The truth is, we perceive
in our own minds, pity, and compaf-
fion, love, and hatred, wifdom, know-
ledge, and the like; and thence we
transfer them to the nature of Gop,
and call them by the name of his
Attributes,  But then we are to
remember that between thefe as they

are 1n us, and when afcribed to Gop,
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the difference is in reality infinite:
that in zs they are but fant fhadows,

and refemblances of the divine attri-
butes ;—and that thefe attributes are
the originals, the true realities; of a
nature infinitely fuperior to, and
different from, any thing we difcern
in his creatures, or that can poflibly
be conceived by finite underftandings.
For ¢ as the heavens are higher than
 the earth, fo are bis ways higher than
““ our ways, and bis thoughts, than
“« our thoughts.,” OQur powers and
faculties do lefs perfetly imitate and
refemble Him, than a picture does a
living man; and yet, if we reafon
from them by way of analogy and
proportion, they are fufficient to give
us fuch a notion of his divine perfec-
tions, as will oblige us to fear and love,

to obey and ferve him.
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OF the incommunicable ATTRIBUTES
of GOD, .

A MONG the incommunicable
attributes of the deity, as they are
called, we reckon his Erernity: by
which 1s afcribed to him an 1nfinite
duration ; which never had a begin-
ning, and will never have an end.—
For what depends not upon- any thing
external for its exiftence, muft always
oe unalterably the fame ; fince having
no other caufe of its exiftence but the
abfolute neceflity of its own nature,
2t muft of neceffity have exifted from
everlafting, without beginning, and

muit of neceffity exift to everlafting,
without end,
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By the Immenfity of Gop is meant
that infinite greatnefs, whereby his
being has no bounds or limits, but
every where diffufes and fpreads itfelf
beyond what we can 1magine.—We
cannot therefore define the prefence of
Gop by any certain place, {o as to
fay ¢ here He 15,” but “there He is
« not:” for heis everv where pre-
fent ; the whole world doth not confine
him, but he fills all the {pace beyond this
world, and mfinitely more than we
can imagine, Nor 1 his glory and
majefty at all diminifhed by fuppofing
him.to be always actually prefent in
all, even impure, places. For as the
beams of the fun are no way foiled
by the matter that they fhine upon;
and as the purity and holinefs of the

divine nature is not in the leaft dimi-
nithed by beholding all the wickednefs
and moral impurity that 1s carried oi

in the world,, fo the omniprefenteflence
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of Gop is not at all affelted by any
natural impurity of things or places
whatever; becaufe it 1s the fuperlative
excellence and prerogative of his
nature to act always upon all things

every where, but itfelf to be acted upon
by nothing,

By the Tmmutability of Gob 1s meant
that He always is, and was, and to
all eternity will be, the {fame; being
fubjet to no changes either in his
eflence or perfections.

In refpet of the Unity of Gob, it
1s to be obferved, that the fcripture
fometimes eives the title of Gods to
fuch as are only creatures, upon ac-
count of fome chara&er or refemblance
that they bear to the divine being;
—fuch as Angels, Magiftrates, and
Judges. But though there be many,
who upon thefe accounts may be

called Gods, yet there 15 but ong,



L3t
who by way of eminence 1s fo named;
that is, one eternal and infinite, one
fupreme and indépendent, one all-
powerful and all-wile, one perfectly
juft, and merciful and good Gop :—
one who created all things, on whom
a1l things depend, by whom they fubfift;
and by whofe wifdom they are di-
re€ted.—T his is undoubtedly the refult

of our refleftions, as both by fcripture
and by reafon we are inftructed to

employ them, upon the abfiract
nature of God’s exiftence. And fo
fully is the Unity of the divine Being
to be for ever acknowledged and
maintained by us.—But as towhat par-
ticular confiderations may be efteemed
compatible and confiftent with thig
effential umty " of the divine nature,
we prefume not to fay more, than
what the holy fcriptures evidently
teach us.—We obferve In thele, that
though one Gop alone be acknow-
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ledged by them, yet that a diftinction
In fome very material refpelts, is as
completely pointed out concerning
him, as would 1n ordinary {peech and
eftimation ferve to feparate and diftin-
ouith three perfoirs from one another.
And hence it is, that thougn the
appellation ¢ Perlons” be not ufed
1n {cripture for this purpofe, nor yet
the very term 1tfelf < Trimty” be
there met with,——yet 1n ordimary
fpeech, for want of adequate and
MOre appropriate terms, we are accul-
tomed to {peak of this diftinttion by
the ufe of the expreffion ¢ perfons:”
uniting the three diftinctions under
the word ¢ Trinity ;” and at the fame
time {fuppofing thefe to be reconcileable
with the real exiftence of the ¢ Unity;”
a term likewife not to be found for
this purpofe in the holy Scriptures,—
It 15 fufficient however for us to be
aflured that the doctrine ifelf is there:
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a myltery, into which we could not
poflibly have had the fmalleft infight,
had not the SeiriT of Hiy, who
knoweth his own nature and {ubftance
beft, been pleafed to reveal it to us. —
And as to the conceiving, or the

‘exprefling, of this doftrine, asit1s a
matter infinitely Jeyond what we have

adequate powers or terms afforded us
for doing either, we muit be contented
to do doth, 1n fuch a manner, as, upon

the whole, feems to come neareft to

the reality of the cale before us 1—to
regulate our fentiments upon the
{ubjet, and to exprefs them, as well
- as we are able, and there with all hu-
mility let our refearches be concluded,

“ Nefeire welle, gue Mag1sTER OPTINUS
““ Docere non wult, crudita infiitia off "

Szal.

"The knowledge of a perfonal diftinc-
tion in the divine effence is conveyed

VOL. I, | D
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to us by the holy writings, under the
exprefs terms of FaTuer, Sow, and
HoLy Gurost ; with a diftinct agency
and office] afcribed to each ;—as our
CRreaTOR, REDEEMER, and SANCTI-
rizr. . And it is enough for us to be
perfuaded that the Scriptures 4o make
this diftin@ion of “perfons,” (as we
fpeak), all equally partakers of the
divine nature, and all poflefling the
divine perfections:—that thefe three
« perfons, according to the fame
Scriptures, are but o#e (Gob ;—and
that this Trinity in Unity, or three
perfons in one (oD, although a
fubje@, which it was never defigned
that we thould fully comprehend, is
yet a doftrine neither contradictory
in itfelf, nor oppefiie to our realon;
but fuch, as upon many confiderations -
may fafely be admitted, and for the
higheft reafons ought to be acknow-
ledged,—as the very bafis, and founda-

tion of Chriftianity.
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bR AC i

OF the communicable A TTRIBUTES
of GOD,

THER F, are alfo other attributes
of the Deity, called communicable;
becaufe they are 11 a lower degree
communicated to other inferior Beings,
Life 12 one of thefe.. Gop alone, in
the ftricteft fenfe, may be faid to /ve ;
as operating independently, and having
life in himfelf: whereas living crea-
tures, even thofe which feem to be
moft free and vigorous in their actions,
are only agents in fubordination to

Hiwm, “1n whom they live, and move,
¢ and have theirr being.”

Secondly, Gob 1sa Spirif 5 that 1s,
a fubftance without body, parts, and
paflions.
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This is not only a propofition of
our Chriftian faith, and what is dedu-
cible from feveral declarations 1n the
Jewith law, but a principle of religion
which even the Heathens were not

unacquainted with, who fpake of him
as ¢ a pure Mind.”

The qualities of a Spirit may in fome
meafure be imagined from confider-
ing the properties of matter ;—being

* Juft contrary to thefe. A Spint we
conceive to bean immaterial, incorrup-
tible, impaffible fubftance; incapable
of being divided, or impaired by any
force whatever ; an immenfe Mind,
or Intelligence, felf-altive, felf-moving,
and whally above the comprehenfion
of bodily fenfe: free, in fhort, from
all the imperfe@tions of matter, and

all the infirmities of corporeal beings,
and of a nature far more excellent

than any. finite or created Spuit
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whatever ;—as being originally fuch,
and therefore not improperly {tyled
« the Father of fpirits;” and ¢ the

Gop of the fpirits of all flefh.”

Thirdly, by the Knowledge of Gop

we mean that perfection or facuity,

whereby he underftands, and confi-
ders things abfolutely, and as they are
in their own natures, their powers,
properties, and differences, together

with all the circumftances belonging
to them.—Our knowledge 1s very
fcanty and limited. Angels according
to the higher perfection of their facul-
ties comprehend ftill more than we do.
But the knowledge of Gop 1s abfo-
futely unlimited, and perfectly uni-
verfal ; infinite as his duration, and
boundlefs as his immenlity ; extending
to all things every where without
exception, and to all the properties
and powers of things, without re-
friCtion,
D 2
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And as fuch is the Knowledge of
Gon, implying a bare fpeculative
att of the divine mind, fo alfo,

fourthly, the #ifdom of Gop may be

confidered as partaking more of a
practical nature 1n him ; though both
one, 1n his 1nfinite effence : the latter
oeing 2 full and perfe@ comprehenfion
of the refpects and relations of things
to one another; of their agreement

and oppofition, their fitnefs and unfit-

nefs to particular ends and purpofes,
"This 1s infinite and perfe@® Wifdom ;

to know always the beft end, to fee
always the means that will produce
that end, to underftand exactly how
to apply thole means, and to have
always a right and invariable incli-
nation to act accordingly.— Gop
therefore we confider as originally and
independently  wife ;—and that all
created wildom, whether of men or

angels, 1s but, as it were, a fpark of
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from the Sun.

Fifthly, by the Power of Gob, is

meant that ability and ftrength- to
bring to pafs whatever he pleafes ;—
whatever his 1nfinite wifdom can
direct, or the infinite purity of his will
can refolve ;- provided the thing be
not inconfiftent with itfelf, and not
incompatible with his divine nature
and perfections,

| Sixthly, the Happinefs of Gop is
no other than a fixed ftate of content-
ment and fatisfaction, of pleafure and
delight, felf-approbation and felf-com-
placency, arifing from the fecure pof-
feffion of all that is good and defireable,
that is, of all excellency and perfection,
This we look uponas the very eflence
of happinefs ; and as fuch, fit fo be
alcribed to him ;—being the moft

perfect and confummate felicity of his
naturg,
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vy,

h_-ﬂ

Of the moral ATTRIBUTES of GOD.

OF 211 the moral Attributes of
Gop, that which naturally occurs

frft to our thoughts is Helinefs ;—
that peculiar eminence of the divine
nature, by which it is feparate and
removed at an infinite diftance from
all moral imperfection, that is S
by which we mean, that there 1s no
fuch thing as malice, envy, hatred,
revenge, imperioufnefs, cruelty, ty-
ranny, injuftice, falfehood, or un-
faithfulnefs in Gop. And by his
Holinefs, we mean, that he is not only
devoid of thefe, but that he poffefles
the contraty perfections to an infinite

degree,
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- Secondly, by his Goodirefs we fur-
nith to ourfelves an idea of him, under
the lovely charadter of the beft and
moft beneficent, as well as the greateft
and moft powerful Being in the
aniverfe ;—the inexhauftible fountain

of grace, mercy, truth, pity, bounty,

righteoufnefs, forgivenefs, patience,
and long-{uffering.

Thirdly, the Fufice of Gop, 15
that eternal re@itude of the divine
nature, whereby he orders and difpofes
all things according to the rules laid

down by his nfinite wifdom; and by
which he governs all mankind with

the utmoft exacnefs and impartiality,
with refpe¢t.to the diftribution of

rewards and punifhments. By thefe
rules thus enacted, he fets bounds, as
it were, to his own authority; fo that
goodnefs, juftice, and truth are effen-

tial properties in the divine nature,
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antecedent to any confideration of his
will, and what he can no more alter

or unfettle, than he can deny himfelf,
or ceafe to be,

Fourthly, the Peracity of Gop is
that eternal retitude of the divine
mind, whereby his ideas are exadtly
conformable to the truth and reality
of things, and his words anfwerable
to his ideas in whatever way they are
made known to us; {o as to import the
utmoft fincerity in his declarations,
and fidelity in his promifes, made at
any time to the fons of men., As
Gop is all-wife, he cannot be deceived ;
and all motives to deceive, we know,
to be infinitely removed from the

)per'fe&ién of his divine nature.

Here then is a firm and lafting
bafts for our truft and confidence v

Gop, in all our expectations, hopess
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and bleflings, founded in his exprefs
promifes anl affurances :—and as

juftly are our fears and apprehenfions
to be excited, in proportion to his
threatnings and denunciations.—T he
refult obvioufly 1s, that a firm belief
and aflent 15 univerfally required from

us, as 1t 1s alfo {ufficiently grounded,
upon thefe confiderations, in whatever
cale a declaration of Gop’s will is
vouchfafed to mankind., Not indeed
that he requires us implicitly to believe .
every thing that goes under the name
of a divine revelation. This 15 2
matter, that he fubmits to our enquiry,
bidding us to ufe our utmoft diligence
1n the fearch, that we may be able to
otve a reafonable account of the faith
that 1s 1n us,

But after we have thus made our
enquiry, and upon examination are
convinced that fuch and {uch things



[ 44 1]

are for a certainty revealed to us
by Gop, our belief then ftands
not fo much upon the credibility of
the things themfelves, as upon the
truth and veracity of Him who has

revealed them.

If therefore we receive the {crip-
tures as the word of Gop, and are
fatisfied of their divine authority, we
ought in all confcience to believe what
is contained in them, even though

there be fome points of a nature to
exceed our limited apprehenficn, and
wherein our deepeft refearches can
oive us no particular fatisfaciion.
The reafon is, becaule we are per-
fuaded that they are revealed by Gop
who cannot lie; whofe knowledge is

infallible, whofe word is truth, and
upon whofe teftimony alone, if weare
willing to glorify this perfection of the
fupreme Being, and fet our feal to his
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veracity, we ought to furrehder our
unfeigned affent.—In which fenfe is
that expreffion of the apoftle; « He
“ that believeth on the Son of Gop,
“ hath the witnefs of himfelf; he
¢ that believeth not Gop, hath made
« him a lar, becaufe he believeth

“ not the record, which Gon gave
¢« of his Son.”

SECTION VIIL

e s s iy
L -

Of Declavations in the SCRIPTURES

concermng GO D,

H AVING thus given an account
of what, for general ufe, it may be
expecient to have faid concerning
Gop’s exiftence and his attributes, as
by our reafon and his Word, we

are taught concerning them, it cannot
VOL, I, E
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but exalt and gratify our conceptions
of Him, to fec in {fome particular
inftances, with what {ublimity and
orandeur of expreflion he is made
known to us, 1n that beft and eafieft
way of arriving to a proper know-
ledge of him,—the holy Scriptures

them{elves.

¢« Canft thou,” fays Zophar, in the
book of Fob,—< canft thou by fearch-
“ g find out Gop ?—canft thou
“ find out the Almighty to perfec-
“ tion ?—1t 1s as high as heaven; what

“ canft thou do ?—deeper than hell,—
“ what canft thou know ?—the mea-
« {ure thereof is longer than the earth,
¢ and broader than the fea.” To
Mofes Gop declares himfelf by the all
comprehenfive nameof 1 am,”—that
15, the Ens,—the truly exifting Being;
—the Being of Beings, the {ole, felf-
exiftent Gop,—And by his fervant
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Mofes He himfelf further declates,

« I, even I, am He:—and there 1s
““ 70 God with Me.” By the mouth
of his prophet Jfaiah, He again
affirms,  There 1s no Gop belides
“ Mk, a juft Gop and a SavIOUR.
« There is none befides Me; for I am
 Gop, and there 1s none elfe ;—I am

“ the rirsT, and I am the rLasT;
““ and I know no oTHER.”

His Eternity 1s thus finely repre-
fented by the Pfalmift, —Lorp, thou
- haft been our refuge, from one

“ oeneration to another :—before the
““ mountains were brought forth, or
“ ever the foundation of the earth and
“ the world were laid, even from
“ everlafting to everlafting,—T'Hou
“ art Gop.” And again, to denote
-the perpetual continuance of his
duration—¢ T By years are throughout
““ all generations,—Of old T'rovu haft:
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¢ laid the foundations of the earth,
« and the heavens are the work of
¢« Tuy hands.—They fhall penfh,
« but Trou fhalt endure: yea, all of
« them fhall wax old, as doth a
« oarment ;—and as a vefture fhalt
« thou change them,—and they fhall
« be changed :—but Trou art the
« fame, and T'ay years fhall not fall.”

«« Haft thou not known,” fays
Jfaiah,— haft thou not heard, that
« the EVERLASTING Gop, the L.orD,
« the Creator of the ends of the earth,
« fainteth not?—for thus faith the

« Hica and lofty OnEe that inhas
- ¢« biteth eternity,—[ am the FIRST,
« andIam the LasT, and befides Me
« there 1s #0 Gop.”

« T am Alpha and Omega, the
« beginning and the ending, fays the
« | ord:—which s, and was, and s
“ to come.”’



[ 49 ]

¢« Of his-Greatnefs and Immenfity,”
fays holy David, rapt into a glori-
ous contemplation of thefe attributes,
« Whither fhall I go then from thy
« Spirit {—or whither fhall I flee
« then from thy prefence ?—If I
« afcend up Into heaven, Trou art
< there ;—I1f L defcend to hell, Trovu’
« art there alfo.—If I take the wings
“ of the morning,” dart as {wiftly as
the morning light from one end of hea-
ven to another, * and remain In the
¢ uttermoft parts of the fea, even there
¢ fhall TayY hand lead me, and THY
“ right hand fhall hold me.” <«Ifll
“ heaven-and earth,” faith the Lorp,
(by his Prophet Feremich ) “and can
“ any one hide himf{elf in {ecret places,
““ that I fhall not {ee him ?-—though
“ he dig into hell, thence fhall My
“ hand take him ;—though he climb’
“ up to heaven,. thence will. I bring
. him. down :—and though he hide:
E 2
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« himfelf in the top of Carmel, 1

« will fearch and take him out from
¢ thence.”

Of the Unchangeablenefs of his
nature and properties, decrees and
purpofes, threats, promifes, and the
like, we are thus inftrutted ;—that
« the counfel of the Lorp ftandeth
“ for ever ;—and the thoughtsof his
« heart to all generations :”—that his
¢« mercy and goodnefs endureth for
«« gver,” and that ¢ his righteoufnefs
« js immoveable,—like the firong
« mountains.” ¢ His faithfulne(s he
¢« will not fuffer to fail; his covenant
¢« will he not break, nor alter the
« thing that is gone out of his lips.”
¢ [ the Lorp have fpoken it;—
« it fhall come to pafs ;—1I willdo 1t;
¢« ] will not go back, neither will
¢« T fpare.”—The Sun, that great,
moft bright, and regular luminary 1n



[ 51 |

the heavens,—that moft conftant
difpenfer of hight, and warmth to
this inferior world, may have its
influence frequently varied by different
motions, by clouds and thadows, or
other caufes,—but we are informed
that with Gop, “the Fatucr of
« LicuTs, there 1s #o variablenefs,

v neither thadow of turning.”

SECTION VIIL

il

OF further Deferiptions of GoD’s ATTRIBUTES
i1 the SCRIPTURES.

THAT Gob 1s a Mind, an abftract
Being, pure from all matter, and
diftinguithed from whatever is paf-
fible, or capable of fuffering, was a
fentiment concerning Gop, which even
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fome Heathens had attained to,—
That Gop 15 a Seirit, 1s expreflly
told us 1n the Scriptures,—and  that
« He is to be worfhipped accord-
““ ingly, in Spirit and 1n truth,”
From whence it follows, that to put
a religious character upon any image,
formed by the corrupt imagination of
Man as'a reprefentation of the invi-
ible and {piritual Deity, 1sto think the
« Godhead tobe like filver, or gold,
¢« or ftone, graven by art or man’s
«« device,”—¢ Have ye not known ?
‘“ —have ye not heard —hath 1t not

“ been told you from the beginning,”
(fatth the Prophet Ifaigh)y—< It is
¢ Gon that fitteth upon the circle of
-« the earth, and the inhabitants
¢ thereof are but as grafshoppers ?—
“ that ftretcheth out the heavens as a
¢ curtain, and {preadeth them out as a
« tent to dwell in; that bringeth
. princes to nothing, and.maketh the:
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¢ judges of the earth as vanity.-ﬂTo
““ what then will ye liken Me ? and to

“ whom will ye make Me equal,
“ faith the Hovy OnE ?”

'The general defcription of his
Knowledge, is,—that the SpiriT of
Gop knoweth the deep things of Gop.
— Known unto Himare allhis works
« from the beginning of the world: nor
“ 15 there any creature that is not mani-
« feftin hisfight.” <«Hell and deftruc-
 tion are before him;” and ¢ there
< 15 no darknefs or fhadow of death,
“ where the workers of iniquity may
“ hide themfelves.” ¢ The ways of
““ man are before the eyes of the Lord,
“ and HE pondereth all his goings.”—
“ There 1s nota word 1n their tongue,
“ but He knoweth 1t altogether.”

“ He that planted the ear, fhall
« He not hear ?—He that formed the

“eye, fhall He not fee? He that
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“ teacheth man knowledge, thall He
¢« not underftand ?” ¢ Who hath
“ put wifdom into the inward parts ?
““ ——or who hath given underftanding
¢ to the heart?”’—but He, ¢ to whom
“ the works of man are as the Sun
“ before him ;—to whom darknefs
“ is no darknefs at all;—but the

“ night is as clear as the day, the
“ darknefs and light are both alike,”

« Whete fhall Wifdom be found
(fays Fob) * or where is the place of
¢« Underftanding ?—Gop underftand-
“ eth the way, and knoweth the
« place thereof ;—for he looketh to
“ the ends of the earth, and feeth the
¢ whole heaven,—to make the weight
“ for the winds, to weigh the waters

« by meafure, to make a decree for
 the rain, and a way for the lightning
« of the thunder.” ¢ Who hath

«« meafured the waters in the hollow
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< of his hand? who hath meted out
“ the heaven with a {pan ;—compre-

¢ hended the duft of the earth in 3

““ meafure ;—weighed the mountains
“ 1n {cales, and the hills in a balance ?
« —Who hath direGted the SpiriT
“ of the Lorp, or, being his coun-
¢« feller bhath taught him ?P—With
« whom took He counfel 2—Who
“ inftruéted him in the path of
“ judgement, and taught him know-
““ ledge, and fhewed to him the way
 of pnderftanding 1"

S0 again, of his Power ;—¢ Wife
“15 He in heart, and mighty in
“ ftrength.— Who hath hardened
 himfelf againft Him and profpered ?
“ He removeth the mountains, and
“ they know it not; He overturneth
“ them in his anger ; HE thaketh the
« earth out of her place, and the
“ pillars thereof tremble; He com-
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¢« mandeth the Sun, and it rifeth not;
¢« _HE fealeth up the {tars.”— Yea
<« before the day was, I am He:—
< and there is none that can deliver
«« you out of my hand.” ¢ Iam the
« T ord, your Hory OnE; the Creator
«« of Ifrael, vour King.” 1amHe
«« wwho maketh all things; who
¢« {tretcheth forth the heavens alone;
«« who fpreadeth abroad the earth by
¢« MyseLr; who fruftrateth the tokens
« of the liars, and maketh diviners
« mad; who turneth wife raen back-
¢ ward, and maketh their knowledge
«« foolith ; who faith to the deep * be
« dry; and I will dry up thy rivers.”
« T formn the light, and I create
« darknefs ; I make peace, and create
« evil;—I1 the Lorp do all thele
« things.” Well then might the
Pfalmift fay, ¢ The Lorp is my rock,
« and my fortrefs, and my deliverer ;
« my Gop, wy frength, in whom I
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“ will truft.—The Lorp 1s my light
“ and my Salvation;—whom then
“ thall I fear *~The Lorp is the
“ ftrength of my life; of whom
¢ then fhall T be afraid -—Though
“ an hoft encamp againft me, my
 heart fhall not fear ;—though war
“ {hould rife againft me, in this will]
““ be confident.” —And juftly might
he, when the great controller of the
univerfe had given him this affurance,
¢ Becaule thou haft made the Lorp,
* even THE MosT HicH, thy habita-
“ tion, there fhall no evil befal thee,
“ neither fhall any plague come nigh
‘ thy dwelling”  For as ob ele-
gantly exprefles it,  Hz thall deliver
“ thee in {ix troubles; yea, in feven
“ there fhall no evil touch thee; in
 famine He fhall redeem thee from
 death; and in war from the power
“ of the fword.—At deftruion and

“ famine thou fhalt laugh; neither
VOL. I, F
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¢ {halt thou be afraid of the beafts

<« of the earth. For thou fhalt be in

«« Jeague with the ftones of the field,
e and the beafts of the field fhall be

«¢ at peace with thee,”

As to Holinefs, if we look 1nto
the Scriptures, we find there no title
{o frequently given to Gop, as this of
his holinefs. How often do we find
him called ¢ zbe HoLy ONE ;7 € the
« HoryOncof Ifrael ;¥ « the Hory
«« ONE of Facoh ?—A Gop who takes
¢ no pleafure in wickednefs ; neithes
« {hall any evil dwell with him:
« of purer eyes than to behold

« iniquity.”’

Of the divine Benevolence, we read,
that ““the earth is full of his Goodnefs,
« that Gop’s delights are with the
¢« {ons of men, giving to all liverally,
¢ making his fun to rife upon the evil
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‘¢ and upon the good, fending rain
« upon the juft and upon the unjuft;
“ being in fhort good to all; and
¢ having his tender mercies over all
¢ his works.” |

To give us a fenfible idea of his
Compaffion, the {criptures compare
his difpofitions of this kind with the
tenderelt affeftions among men; © as
 a father pitieth his children, even {o
“ toe Lorp pitieth tnem that fear
¢« him.”-—¢ Can a woman forget her
« fucking child; that the thould not
«« have compaflion on the fon of her
¢« womb?—Yea, fhe may forget:”
—it is poffible, though very unlikely
but though a mother may become
unnatural, yet Gop cannot prove -
unmerciful ; < Behold, I have graven
 thee upon the palms of my hands;
«« T will not forget thee.”
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T iy

MRSy

Of GOD’s effential FUSTICE,

BUT while thus refleCting upon
God’s milder and more lovely at-
tributes, we are tempted like the
Pfalmift to exclaim with him, “ Why
¢ art thou fo vexed, O my Soul, and
“ why art thou fo difquieted within
«“ me?—Put thy truft in Gop,—for 1
“ will yet give him thanks” for his
abundant goodnefs, his gracious pro-
mifes, his fure mercies, “who is the
< health of my countenance and my
“« Gop,” yetmuft we notat the fame time
neglect alfo to confider that eternal rec-
titude of his-nature, whereby, ordering
and difpofing all things according to the
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rules of his all-perfe@ wildom, he is

obliged by the very condition of things,
“to obferve the utmoft exactnefs and -

partiality in the diftribution of rewards

and punithments.,—And if the fcrip-

tures defcribe him as the “Father of us

« gll,” as ¢“loving all things that are, .
« and hating nothing that he has

¢ made,” yet, muft we alfo remember
that He, who perfectly knows the rule
of equity, and neceffarily judges of
things as they are,—has complete

power to execute juftice according to
that knowledge ;—that he can neither

be 1mpofed on by deceit, nor moved
by any bias either 1n the difpenfing of
rewards among the virtuous, or the
inflicting of punifhiments among the
wicked. < Far 1s it from Gop, that
““ He fhould do wickedly, and trom ‘
“ the ArMicury, that He inonld
“ pervert judgiment.,”—No furely;—
“ the work of a man will he render
F .2
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¢« unto him, and caufe every man to
« find, according to his ways.”

The confideration of Gop’s Juftice
therefore may well alarm us, while

his mercy alfo may ferve to infpire us
with confolation, and due caution 1n
our proceedings.—And accordingly
the prophet Jfziab fets forth the Juftice
of Gop and the aftonithment of finners
in very lively colours; when he repre-
fents the Lorp of HosTs as lifting up
his banners, muftering all his forces,
and preparing the weapons of indigna-
tion.to avenge himfelf on his adver-
faries. < Howl ye, for the day of the
¢ LorD is at hand ; 1t fhall come as
«¢ g deftructionfrom the ALMIGHTY.
¢« Therefore fhall all hands be faint,
«« and every man’s heart fhall melt,
« and: they fhall be afraid; pangs and
«« {orrows fhall take hold upon them,
% a5 upoh & wornan 1n travall ; they:
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«“ fhall be amazed at-one another
« and 1 will punith the world for their
« evil, and the wicked for their
< jniquity: thearrogance of the proud
« ] will caufe to ceale, and will lay
“ low the haughtinefs of the terrible.”
Every word inthis magnificentdefcrip-
tion breathes awe and terror.—
Howling and deftrution, fainting of
hands, and melting of hearts, pangs
and forrows, the throes of a woman
in labour, and pains of a hard travail,
amazement and confufion, defolation
and final excifion,  are the feveral
Images which, put together by the
prophet, make up in one exquilite
piece the tremendous {cene of “ the
“ great and terrible day of the Lord.”
—-But on the other hand, fee, con-
template, and rejoice in the blefled
effelts of a good life! That fame

Juftice whick looks fo angrily upon
the wicked, puts on another afpedt,
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when it regards the righteous ;—and
like ¢ the pillar of the cloud,” fheds

a friendly light upon the one, while
to the other it portends nothing but

darknefs and defpair. ¢ The Loid

“ 1s King,” 1s an exclamation of the
Pfalmift (full of joy)— the earth
““ may be glad thereof; yea, the
¢« multitude of the ifles may be
« olad thereof.” ¢ Righteoufnefs-and
 judgment are the habitation of his
“ feat.”—And 1ndeed 1n all afflictions
and oppreflions that can befal men,
what can be a greater confolation to
{uch as are true of heart, than to con-

fider that «the Lorp #s King;”
whofe juftice calls upon him to regard,

and whofe power enables him to
redrefs their grelvances ; who 1s feated
on a throne from' whence he can
behold the wrongs they fuffer, and can
ftretch out his arm to protet thewr
- perfons and vindicate their caufe 71—
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Wherefore the fame prophet who juft
now reprefented to us the ferrors of
the Lord, to reftrain us from impiety,
inftructs us likewife 1n his gracious
promifes, to fuccour us in our diftrefies,

if we faithfully adhere to Him, andto

our duty. ° Fear not thou” (faith
the Lord) ¢ for I am with thee:—
« he not difmayed, for I am thy
“ Gop.—1 will ftrengthen thee, I
« will help thee; yea, 1 will uphold
« thee with the right hand of my
« righteoufnefs,—I will help thee
 faith theL.orD, and thy REDEEMER,
« the HoLy OnE of Jfrael.”—Enough

furely, toalleviate all the forrows that
can befal us here, and to furnifh us

with an “ hope full -of immortality
“ hereafter.”



SECTION X.

=—————

Concludimg REFLECTIONS upon the
ATTRIBUTES of Gob,

HAVING thus indulged ourfelves

in a general view of the divine Attri-
butes, a few words in conclufion upon
this fubject, willferve to bring home to
our minds a welcome apprehenfion of
the whole, as applied particularly' to
our prefent condition ; inhabitants as
we are of this world, dependent upon
Gobp alone for our well being here,
and expectants of his promifed blefi-
gs i the world to come. And
if we take even the flighteft furvey of
the works of providence and creation,

we cannot but perceive in them the

plaineft charatters of all God’s eflen-
tial aitributes, fecting forth at once bis
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glory, and the happinefs of his crea-
tures.— 1 he {fun, the moon and other
luminaries in heaven, whether plane-
tary or fixed, with their different orders
and revoluiions; the air, and other
bodies that occupy the fpace between
heaven and earth; the wonderful
balancing of the winds, and gentle
falling of the clouds in ufeful rain and
thowers ; the frame and fituation of
the earth ; with the great variety of
plaits and trees, of rivers and foun-
tains, men and other creatures that
ftock and adorn 1t; the {ubterrane-
ous world, wherein are repofited
metals and minerals, falts, fulphurs
and ftones, both precious and com-
mon, for the ufe and ornament of
mankind ; the wide and great deep
2o, frored as it 15 with treafures, and
fitted for the commerce of the dif-
{erent inhabitants of the world ;-—all
thefe, or the leaft individual of them,
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if carefully enquired into, will abun-
dantly proclaim the glory of ‘God,
and difcover the wiidom of his pro-
vidence for the fons of men, as well
as the power and greatnefs of their
CreaToR ; as the holy writers, In
the loftieft ftrains of eloquence have
endeavoured to exprefs it. ¢ He
« {preadeth out the heavens, and
« treadeth upon the waves of the fea;
« Hr maketh Aréturus, Orion, and
¢ Pleiades, and the chambers of the
« {outh ; He doeth great things, Pa{’c
¢ finding out; yea, and wonders
“ without numoer.—He ftretcheth

«« out the north over the empty ipace,
« and hangeth the earth upon nothing:
«« HFe bindeth up the waters n the
« thick clouds, and the cloud is not
« . prent under them; He hath com-

¢ Raffed the waters with bounds,
¢ until the day and night come to an
« end, The pillars of heaven tiem-
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« ble, and are aftonithed at his

¢ reproof; e divideth the fea by his

“ power; by hisSerriT Hzhath gar-
“ pifhed the heavens.—$o, thefe are
¢ parts incieed of his ways!—but how
“ little a portion is heard of him ?—
““ and the thunder of his power; who
““ can underftanc. ?”’—But if (as fome
have done) we fuppofe other worlds
belides this, furnifhed with creatures
whofe fabric and motions, and con-
fequently their properties and opere-
tions, differ from what we fee in us,
how muft this increale our ideas of
God’s power and wifdom both in
traming and governing fuch a variery
of diffcrent worlds! For if to keep
onte complicated machine in order be
accounted a work of no fimall {kill,

how extremely altonithing muft it be
to confider what wifdom and provi-
dence is requifite to guide and over-

tule fo many wmillions of engines (as
VOL. I, G
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we may call them) and many of thefe
endowed with liberty of will, in fuch
2 manner as to make them all fubfer-
vient to his wife purpofes, and decrees !
« O Lord, how manifold are thy
«« works, in Wifdom haft thou made

«« them all ;—the earth is FuLr of thy
« (Goodnels,”

But if we confider, fecondly, the
work of Man’s REDEMPTION, WC
thall there find a further and much
more interefting difplay of God’s beft
sttributes.—Man had finned, and by
his offence had ftopped the effuftons
of goodnefs, and opened 2 wide pal-

fage for divine wrath to fall upon him :
—but how to fave this creature, loft

and undone by his own choice, the
. vention of men and angels could
notdevife. Nay, heaven itfelf feemed

t0 be divided. Merey inclined to
Gve: but Fufice required a fatyf-



L 71 ]

faction: and the difficulty was, hotv
to anfwer the demands of the ore,
and not to deny the requefts of the
other.—1In this exigence divine Mercy
excited the divine Wifdom to interpofe
as an arbiter ; which, in the treafure of
its incomprehenfible light, found out
an admtrable expedient to fave Man,
without prejudice to God’s other peifec-
tions.—And ¢bat was, by conftituting
a proper MEpraTor between the
cuilty creature and the Creator, that
by transterring the punifhment on the
Surety, God might punith fin as jufic

demanded, and yet pardon the finner
as mercy defired.

Here then have we a full difplay of
all the moft beloved Attributes of the
Deity 1n our behalf; in God’s taking
occaflion from fin, and the fall of
Man, to magnify his own glory, and
¢xait his creature to a more excellent
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ftate ; in ordaining fuch a MEDIATOR
as was qualified to reconcile God to
man, by making expiation; and
rman to God, by making interceffion,
for him ;—1n caufing toall appearance,
fuch oppofite means to accomplith

fuch glorious effefts; and in laying
the defign of the Gosper 1n fucha
manner, as both provides for the

comfort, and at the fame time promotes
the helinefs of mankind.

Thus, which way foever we caft
our eyes, whether above us or beneath

us, within us, or without us, we find
ourfelves furrounded with the bleffed
effe@ts of Gob’s eternal goodnels, -
power, and greatnefs,—That we are
Mew, and not mere worms ;—that we
are not ftones and clods of earth,
utterly infenfible of all goed, and
incapable of all felicity ; that we are
infpired with IMMORTAL MINDS, and
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endowed with vaft capacities of hap-
pinefs ; that we have fo many fenfible
organs, capable of fuch variety of
pleafures ; and fo many pleafures to
fuit and entertain them ; that we have
lit and motion; health and vigour,
fenfe and perception, reafon and
underftanding, to guide and" govern
them :—that we are provided for the
other world, as well as this, with an
happinefs far above our largeft com-
prehenfion, withes, and defires, and
that we have the whole DIVINE ESSENCE.
in its refpective charaéters, parts, and
agencies— the SACRED TRINITY, em-
ployed and exercifed in contriving,
preparing, and accomplithing our
everlafting felicity,—well' may we
exclaim, ¢ Oh the depth of the riches,

“ of the goodnefs and bounty of

“ God! how unfearchable are his

“ defigns of kindnefs; and his ways.

““ of beneficence paft finding out:!”—.
G 2
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« Blefs therefore the Lord, O my
¢« foul,—and forget not all his
¢ benefits ”—but be mindful always

what ftrong motives they ought to be
of love and imitation, faith and con-

fidence, repentance and all holy living ;
—and in a devout and full fenfe of

this, fear the Lorp, and ferve him
“ truly with all thine heart ;—for
¢ confider what GrREaT THINGS He

¢ hath done for thee.”

i e 9ol i i

SECTION XL

S et
(= - -

Of ATHEISM.

THUS have we confidered fome
of the chief attributes of Gob, in

order to raife up in our minds great
and worthy apprehenfions of him,
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and to beget in our hearts holy affec-
tions fuitable to our condition and
daily dependence on him.—That there

fhould be any perfons fo blind and
weak, as for a moment, even iIn

thought, either to deny his Being, or to
exclude his fuperintending providence
from the univerfe, may well excite

our pity, aftonifhment, and concern,

That the fubftance of which the
world is framed, exifted from eternity,

and that all the parts of it being in
motion, after innumerable trials, fo

hampered themfelves together at laft,
as to fall into the happy order, 1n which
we fee things now ;—that men firft
{prung, like mufhrooms, out of the
mud and {lime of the earth; that all
their thoughts, and the whole of what

they call the foul, are only the various
altions and repercuffions of imall

particles of matter; that the whole
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fyftem of the world, and every being
therein, 15 nothing but mere matter
and motion ;—matter dividing itfelf
into particles of fuch and fuch a
figure, and motion direCting itfelf
into fuch and fuch tracts and turnings
and deviations ; that they dance and
frifk about as they think fit, and yet
keep every thing im due regularity,
while either there 1s w0 God at all to
fuperintend them; or while the drowfy
God- fits Jleeping in heaven, never
taking part in thefe: concerns,—thefe
are fome of the wild extravagant
opinions of deluded’ fpirits, the very
mentioning of which, it may be hoped
will be fuflicient to confute them;

For will any one ferioufly pretend:
that the great-and curious-ftru@ure of*
the: world was' made by- accident ?—
As well might he pretend' that once
upon a time, a certain: quantity of:
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ftone, and timber, iron, lead, and
other materials, met happily together
by chance at St. Paul’s, and there
fell to work ; the ftones carving them-
felves, the. timber hewing 1tfelf, the
iron and lead getting 1nto their proper
places, and fo finifhing that famous
- cathedral without the help of any
architeCt.—And yet alas! what com-
parifon 1s there between the largeft

and ‘moft curious building 1n the

world, and the immenfe fabric of the
univerfe !-——Beyond all credulity there-
fore, is the creduloufnefs of the atheift,

whofe imagination is {o abfurdly
ftrong, as to believe that cHANCE
could make a world, when it cannot
build an houfe; that cuance could
produce all plants, when 1t cannot
pamnt a landfcape ; —that cHANCE
could form all animals, when it
cannot {fo much as make a watch, or
any other inanimate machine.
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There may however be thofe, who
contenting themfelves with words, are
for afcribing the formation of the -
world to FATE or NATURE, rather than
cHaNcE.—T hey doriglit in objeéling
to the latter, asa cawfe of the world’s
exiftence. For in faét cuance feems
only to be a term, by which we
exprefs our ignorance of the caufe of
any thing: it1s n truth »etbing ;—nor
can chance ever produce any thing of
itfelfl. —And yet as to FATE, that is
nothing but a feries of events, and de-

clares nothing concerning the caxfe of
that connection, nor why it is.— And
as to NATURE, whatever may be meant
by it, the Jaws of Nature muft necefla-
rily imply fome LEGISLATOR, and are
confequently pofterior to that which
conftituted them ;—or if it be ufed to
imply natural or fecond caufes, ftill
thefe are nothine but either the inani-
mate motions of fenfelels matter, or
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the voluntary motions of dependent
creatures ;——one, the direct operation,
and the other, the free permiffion of
IIim who ruleth over all.—So that to
Hivm we muft at laft be carried, in
all our medirations and di{quifitions
upon this fubject.

SECTION -XIL

—

h_-;

REFLEGTION concerning ATHEISM.

WERE the belief of Gop’s exif-
tence a matter of fpeculation only and
of lictle real importance, a man might
trifle with it and amufe himfelf with
his mozion and his atoms, as long as
he pleafed : but fince itis made a tun-
damental point of his SALVATION, he
fcerns to run too. great a hazard, who,
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for the bare gratification of a foolith
fingularity adventures to deny i
Yor, befides that he throws away the
main comfort of his life, refigns the
faustaction of a good confcience, and

quits the hope of a blefled eternity, he
runs the rique alfo of being for evey

wretched in the world to come, and

expofes himfelf naked to .the un-
quenchable indignation of an ever-
lafting God.—And for what end ?—
only to enjoy the pleafures of a riotous
and tumultuary life for a fhort period,
the pgratifications of fin but for. a
feafon.—1f however when he comes to

conclude the {cene, he fhould find

himielf miftaken in his atheiftical
confidence, and all things perfectly
unlike to what he had ftated and deter-
mined them in this world ; if, inftead
of his beloved fleep and infenfibility,
- he fhould find his fou] ftill fubfifting

after his body, only remdved into a
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new and ftrange place, amidft a world,
of {pirits, and entered upon an everlaft-:,
ing and unchangeable ftate of things;
himfelf {ummoned to the. tribunal of
that Gop, whofe being and authority
he had {o peremptorily affronted and
denied, and thence tranfmitted to 2
painful eternity, there to languith with-
out end in unpitied woes, and fruit-
lefs Jamentations,—how fadly would
he be difappointed, and furprifed with
terrors on every fide, to find himfelf

thus unexpetedly and irrecoverably
plunged 1nto a ftate of ruin and def-

peration |

And thus it may happen for any
thing' he knows to the contrary :—for,
as we cannot by our conceits and fan-

ctes call things into being, fo acither
- can we unmake them, or make them

vanith into nothing, by the ftubborn
confidence of our imagination,--What
VOL. I, H
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is it then that makes him thus fool-
hardy, anc tempts him to this dan-
oerous rifque and venture? He will
tell you it is to fet the world free from
the prejudices of vulgar errors, and the
ﬂavely of that bug-bear, confcience,
—Ah wretched freedom ! which to
deliver us from one imagimnary evil,
brings upon us a thoufand real mif-
chicfs ; degrades the dignity of human
nature, faps the foundation of all
focieties, opens a pafage to all kinds
of wickednefs, and takes away from
man his only comfort in diftrefs.—
~ For fince of himfelf he is infinitely
infufficient for his own happinefs, i1s
liable to unnumbered ills which he

~can neither prevent nor remedy; 13

full of wants which he cannot fupply;
{furrounded with infirmities, which he
cannot remove ; fubject to dangets,
which he can by no method efcape,—
whither can he turn himfelf without a
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Gop,—or where repofe his anxiows
thoughts, but 1n the Divine Provi-

pEnc ?—In the day of adverfity

efpecially, when all other friends are
apt to leave him, how dark and

gloomy muft every thing appear about
him, without Gop l—An unhappy
mortal deep funk in mifery and mif-
fortune, i’crucglmg with lnnumerablq
aﬁh&lons here on earth,' and at the
fame time deftitute of a frlend in
heaven, is in a condition not to be

1magineéd without horror.—But now,
even in this melancholy ftate of things,
when any one lifts up his eyes to

heaven, he will find vaft and incon-
ceivable comforts flowing in upon
him; when he confiders that Omnipo-
tence, direCted by unerring wifdom,
and incited by unbounded goodnefs,
is engaged in his favour, and #nder
covenant to fuccour and relieve him,

Supported by this perfuafion, he can
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patiently fuffer all things, with a
cheerful refignation to the divine will,
having a fecret fpring of {piritual joy,
and the continual feaft of a good con-
{cience within, that forbid him to be
miferable.—Yor it is Gop,  our
« Maxker,” (as one of the fpeakers
in Fob exprefles it),  who giveth
“ fongs in the night,”—the night of
afflition, and in the gloominefs of
human defpair.



PART THE SECOND.
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SECTION I

St

Of GOD as"rﬁe moral GOVERNOR -
of the UNIVERSE.

. THE creation of the world necef-
farily brings with it the confideration
of a divine providence to fupport and
to preferve it, in the intended purpofes
of its being. And as this is continu-
ally to be feen in the material parts of
the univerfe, fo alfo does it as con-

ftantly follow in the moral government
thereof, -

And accordingly we find abundant
evidences of fuch a fuperintendance.
H 2
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If we confider man in a focial
capacity, we find the corruption of his
pature to be fuch, fome fprits fo fiery,
and-others poffefled with fuch a fettled
malignity of difpofition, as would
make thofe of a different temper in
the world very unhappy, did not God
conftantly referve to himfelf a power
of interpofing, The world would
foon become a field of blood; and
fraud and violénce the principal actors
In it, were it once abandoned by the
divine providence,— That therefore it
is kept in fuch good order as to make
it even a. tolerable habitation for the
time we are to continue here ;—that
the wicked have not always their will,
and that the innocent fall not univer-
fally a prey to the oppreflor, s entirely
owing to that divine wi{dom which
difappointeth the devices of the one,

and to that divine goodnefs which
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takes the other under its protection,
and to thofe that have no might, en-
creafeth ftrength :—for “ Gop pre-
¢« ferveth thofe that love him, and
% {cattereth abroad all the ungodly.”

- "And if we confider man in a more
private capacity, the operations of a
providence” to condut and to direét
himare no lefs manifeftly confpicuous,
The many accidents of life, efpecially
thofe of infancy, expofe him to fo
great and continual dangers, that, to
human appearance, it is fcarcely -pof-
fible he thould aveid them .all with
fafety, if a particular providence (howe
ever invifible the methods of 1t may
be, and paft-our finding out) fhould
not interfere to protect and to-deliver
him, ‘

Still further ;—if we confider man
as a religious creature, capable of
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worfhipping and doing Lonour to
God, how reafonable foever this ca-
pacity may be of 1tfelf, yet, without
the belief of a providential moral
government 1n the untverfe, 1t would
be of little or no ufe. Yor, as the
Roman orator* well exprefles it, if
« the Gods do not extend their care
¢« and their infpection to the affairs of
« human life, what piety, what holi-
« nefs, what religion will there be in
« the world? If they cannot, or if
« they will not, concern themfelves
« with our neceffities, to aid and fuc-
«-cour us, if they take no notice of
« our aftions, what advantage is it to
« honour them, to build temples and
« pray to them? And if, by a juft
¢ confequence, we thus take all relt-
« gion out of the world, there will be

“ nothing left among men but difor-

2 Cicero, de nat, Deor.
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e« ders, troubles, and confufions; and

« all fincerity, fecurity, and fociety
« will be banithed from the earth.”
Such are the conclufions that our very'
reafon diCates, if we acknowledge

not a providence watching over every,
thing that happens in the world, and.

direCting all events to their proper and
refpective ends.

And, as the conftant prefervation
of the world, {o the ftrange and won-
derful occurrences that fometimes
happen 1n 1t, are a convincing proof
of a divine providence ruling over 1it.
In a natural and ordinary way God
cures difeafes, and fends rain or dry
weather, feeds the hungry, and pu-
nithes the wicked by famine, and by
peftilence. But fometimes he alters
thefe ordinary methods ;—to fignalize
his mercy or his judgments i—as
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when CHRIST fed fo many thoufands
in the wildernefs; and when Gop
rainea down fire upon Sodoms and
Gomorrab, by a particular and mira-
culous difpenfation,—For miracles are
God’s wonderful works, when he
interpofes in an extraordinary manner,
and deviates from the method ufually
prefcribed to himfelf in.the commeon
courfe of events, And we muft either
flatly deny all human teftimony, and
condemn the records of every age for
cheats and 1mpof’cures, or we mult

allow that there have been fundry
muracles performed. in the world ;—
any one of which, among thofe man}g,

that have been fq well at_teﬁcd, being
acknowledged to be true, 2hat one is a
fufficient argument of an over-ruling
providence,

The- proofs of fuch an exifting
agency in the moral regulation of the
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univerfe, which way foever we turn
our obfervation, come ftrong upon
us: and whether we look up to God
and his attributes, or to ourfelves, and
our capacities ;—1nto the fenfe of
fcripture, or the fuggeftions of reafon,
the conftant -courfe of nature, or the
miraculous interruptions of it, the
common and ordimary events, or the
areat and wonderful occurrences that
happen in the world; we have fufficient
grounds to conclude, that this is a
principle wherein all mankind are
agreed ; and that no nation was ever
yet fo barbarous, if their notions and
practices were {ufficiently enquired into,
as not to be perfuaded that the world
was governed by fome excellent and
fuperior Beiny; their prayers and invo-
cations, their oblations and facrifices
being all dire¢t acknowledgements of
a providence ; thewing that, with the
fame eyes, wherewith they faw Gop
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in his works, they could perceive him
there direting every thing, and en-

compafling every thing with the
immenfe extent of his fuperintending
power and wildom.

e et e .

SECTION IL

g il

MR

OF the Graunduwork of « REVELATION.

F ROM a Being of a nature infinitely
perfect, muft proceed all things tha
are befides, with their perfections;
among which, thofe of wildom, .
juftice, mercy, and truth, muft be

derived from him, as the author of all
thofe perfections, of which the crea-

tures are capable. And it is abfurd
to imagine that the creator of the

world, and the righteous governor of
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if, who Is Infinitely more juft, more
good, and wife, and holy, than any
creature can be, will not at laft -
reward the good, and punith the
wicked. Is 1tto be fuppofed that the
wife and good God would create men
only to abufe themfelves and one
another ? to live a while in fin and
folly here, and fome of them in the
moft extravagant and brutal wicked-
nefs, and then go down to the grave,
and {o there {hould be an end of them
for ever?  What is there worthy of
the infinite wifdom of Gocil‘J 1 {o
poor a defign as this!  Doth not the
voice of nature itfelf teach us, and has
it not been the gencral belief and
expectation of all ages and nations,
that finners muft fuffer in another
world for what they have done arnifs
inthis? and, that all is not to pafs
away wich us in {port, extravagance,
laughter, noife, riot, violence, and
VOL, T, J
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cruelty, as fome men are willing to
believe, and gladly would teach others?

It appears moreover from the com-
mon belief and experience of mankind;
that as there is a God of all goodnels
and holinefs ; fo there are wicked and
malitious fpirits, which are ever con-
triving the mifchief and ruin of men,
For befides the evidence of this from
{cripture, which we muft be allowed

to alledge here at leaft in the way of an
hiftory, it is folly to imagine that there
was no ground nor foundation for fuch
abelief, as has prevailed in all nations
and ages of the world, and for the
cuftoms and practices which followed
thereupon, —that there are Daimons,
or fpirits, of an evil and malicious
difpofition and power. We need
inftance only in the unnatural cruelties,
which the heathen world, even the
Greeks and Romans themielves, were
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continually ncited to perform by the
inftigation of thefe malicious and

wicked {pirits.. For it 1s well known
that they offered up multitudes of

innocent men and wormnen, and even
their own children, 1n {acrifice to their
falfe Gods ;—which feems to 1mply
fomething {o much beyond mere igno-
rance and fuper/tition, as canhardly be
accounted for on any other fuppofition,
but that of the exiftence of evil fpirits,
and their baneful influence upon the
minds of men.—The dominion of
Satan 1s now indeed reftrained by the
over-ruling power of the Gofpel:—
but we have ftill as great evidence
from all biftory, that there are fuch
beings as Devils, as we have for any
other matter of fact whatever., And
if ¢ the Devil,” after {o much human
blood as he has caufed to be fpilt

in his facrifices, and after fo many
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falle oracles and impoftures, can yet
perfuade fome men that there is no
fuch being as himfelf, this is one of
his moft fubtle ftratagems of all, and
proves what influence, though in a
different kind and manner, he ftill

retains over the minds of men.

Since therefore it is moft cettain,
that there is 2 Being of infinite power
and wifdom, juftice and goodnefs ;
and that there is hkewife a malicious
cruel {pirit, ever watchful and induf-
trious to miflead and to deftroy man-
kind: it is highly reafonable to believe,
that a Being of fuch perfections, after
he had created man, would commu-
nicate himfelf to him, would fet him
a rule by which lie ought to live, and
prefcribe him Iaws, whereby he might
attain that happinefs which he was
made capable of and defigned for by
his maker, We cannot {fuppofe that
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the God of all goodnefs and wifdom
would create man, and then leave -
him to himfelf, to follow his own
inventions, and to live at random,
without any law or diretion whereby

to regulate lus ations; expofed in the
mean while to all the affaults of an
ymplacable {ubtle enemy, without any

caution and inftruction given him, or

any help and affiftance afforded for his
defence.

Man even in his innocence, wasg
not thus to be left to himfelf, And
we have all the reafon in the world to
believe, even though we had not the
exprefs word of fcripture for it, that
the God of dnfinite goodnefs would
not difregard the univerfal corrupt-
nefs of mankind; but would ule

fome means to reclaim them from
the error of their ways, to bring them
{0 a knowledge of themfelves, and of

1 %
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the divine majefty, to inform them of

their duty, and dirett them to hap-
pinefs.

How Man became fo prone to evii
as we are fenfible he is, we can know
only by revelation; but to fuppofe
him placed in this condition, without
all help or remedy, is to entertain a
very unworthy fentiment of our Crea-
tor ;—to charge him foolithly, if not
wickedly. 1tis evident that man is,
of himfelf, ina miferable and helplefs
condition ; and confidering the great
ignorance and wickednefs, which have
been, from the fall of our firft parents,
continually vifible in the world, and
fill reign in it ;—confidering, the
notorious wickednefs and grofs 1gno-
rance of men, which, from the eailieft
records of antiquity, have continued
down to our own times, nothing is
‘more reafonable than ta think, that 2
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Being of infinite perfetion would take
fome care to retify the miftakes, and
reformn the manners of his creatures,
For can we believe it confiftent with
infinite truth, never to manifeft itfelf
in the world, but to fuffer all forts of
men, of all' nations, to be expofed
to all the defigns and delufions of
impoftors, and of {feducing and apof~
tate {piris, without any {fufficient
means afforded them to undeceive
and refcue themfelves ¢ Can we fup-
pofe that 2 Gop of infinite majefty
and power, a  Jealous Gop,” one
who will not “give his honour to

€ another,” fhould fuffer the world

to be guilty of idolatry, to make
themfelves Gods of wood and {ftone ¢
nay, to offer their fons and daughters
to devils, and to commit all manner
of wickednefs in the worfhip of their
falfe Gods; to make murder, and

adultery, and the worlt of vices, not
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only their pratice but their réiig"ion?
Can we imagine, that the true God
would behold all this, for fo many
ages, among {o many people, and yet
not concera himfelf to put a ftop
to fo much wickednefs, to vindicate
his own honour, and reftore the fenfe
and prattice of virtue upon earth ?

To own the Being of a God, and
yet to deny a providence, is fo great
an abfurdity, that none of the philo-
{ophers, but Epicurus, were guilty of
it; and this was looked upon, in himy
as amounting to the denial of the
divine exiftence. But to grant both
the being and the providence of God,
and yet to confine the divine care and
providence to the bodies only, and
outward condition of men; and to
imagine that the {pintual and immor-
tal part of Man is difregarded or
neglefed by-him , 15 00 lels an abfur-
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dity than wholly to deny hisprovidence
or his exiftence; becaufe this 1s to
deny the moft confliderable and nefti-
mable part of providence, that which
concerns our fouls, and our eternal
welfare ; and therefore it 1s, by confe-
quence, to deny the attributes of God,
and to reprefent him not as he s in
him{elf, but as unwife, unmerciful,
and unholy.—To fay that there 1s #o
Jfuch thing as a DIVINE REVELATION,
1s no better, 1n effet, than ATHEISM &
for whoever can be of this opinion,
muft believe only the being of fuch
Gods as Epicurus owned, who never
concerned themfelves with the affairs
of men :—which was, 1n other words,
to fay that they were no Gods at all.



SECTION IIL

ey

Of RELIGION in general; and its
DIVISIONS,

RELiGIQN we regard as founded
in the confideration of the SuprEME

Being, and ourfelves; of his nature
and our own; and of that mutual
relation which fubfifts between them.
- —But more efpecially to #s, in the
generai application of the term, it is
the obligation of rational cieatures to
render unto Gop fuch aéts of worthip,
homage, and obedience, as are fuita-
ble to the excellence of Aés nature, and
the manner of sur dependence on him,
—And without doubt, if we con-
template him, as our creator, the
author of our nature, and of all the
{aculties belonging to it;—ourdelves
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as created by him, the iffue of hie
power, the workmanthip of his hands ;
—him as our protector, governor,
and mafter ;—ourfelves as his depen-
dents, fubjects, and fervants ;—hjn,
as our benefattor, and the author of
our happinefs ; ourfelves as obliged
and indebted to him for every thing

which we enjoy; we cannot by
perceive that not only all the outward
atts of worthip, fuchas adoration ang
invocation of him, thankfgiving and
acknowledgement to him, but all thof
inward a&s of religion alfo, fuch as
faith and hope, love and fear, truft,
reliance and obedienve, with whatevep
elle refults from a due exercife of oyp
reafon, and a full confideration of hjs
attributes, become matter of neceffary
and indifpenfible duty to us.

Such being the nature and origin
of religion in general; if we regard it
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under its primary divifion, 1t is to be
confidered by us as partly natural, and
partly revealed. The watural part of
it i1s that, which we come to the
knowledge of, by the principles of
reafon only, in the contemplation of
the works, the nature, and providence
of God.—T he revealed 1s that, which
in fome points we could not have
known at all; and 1n all, not near
fo clearly, had it not been God’s
pleafure to declare it to us. In the
former is required a due exercife of our
intelle@tual faculties ;—in the latter,
befides this, a firm dependence en the
authority of God, and a due fubmil-
fion to whatever has the evidence of
his atteftation; whether it be altogether
commenfurate with our finite under-
ftanding, or whether, from 1ts own
nature, it be infinitely exceeding :t.

3

As to the light of nature,” we

{feem to attribute the utmoft that ¢
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in reafon be afcribed to it, even if we
take into our view the whole amount of
all that has been cdlle&ively fugaefted,
or thought probable concerning i, by
the wifeft Heathens,—if we fay, that
it difcovers to us the Being of a God,
and the infinite perfe@ions of the
divine nature particularly his Good-
nefs, which inclines him to reward
thofe that diligently obey and ferve
him; and his Juftice, which requires
him to punith thofe that difobey him:
—and that, feeing thefe things do not
regularly take place in this world,
we confequently infer, there is a part
of man, which will fubfift hereafter, of
4 nature capable of receiving thefe re-
wards or punithments : —which there-
fore leads us to the immortality of the
loul, as a matter of high probability
and conjefrre—~And this fyfiem of
principles; with a fuitable mode of

practice following then, it is, which

0L, I, e
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we call natural Religion ;—to diftin-
guith it from fupernatural REVELA-
T10N, which we call 7evealed Rehigion,

The great difference between the
objeéts of natural REAsoN and REVE-
LATION, thatis, of buman knowledge
and divine, 13, that in the former, there
is a fpacious field for #ew acquifitions
and improvements.-——-Experience, ob-
fervation, and induftry make frefh dif-
coveries in thofe things which are the
proper fubjects of them; penctration
into one effe¢t or caufe helps to ex-
plain another, as in the cafe of arts,
{ciences, and natural philolophy ; the
progrefs alfo of one age in real learn-
ing, is of great benefit to {ucceeding
ages: and, while the mind bufies 1tfelf
in inquiries after ufeful wifdom, 1t will
by refletion, demonftration, expert-
ments, and hiftorical cbfervations,
2dd to its furmer ftore; and by having
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larger views, more objets, and ideas,
and confequently more truths, to
fpeculate and reafon upon, “greatly
extend 1ts comprehenfion and know-
ledge.

But in refpe&t to divine, invifible
objets, it 1s far otherwife.—The
boundary 1s there fixed ; our enquiries
limited to what is revealed, and all
further fearch is vain, and unlawful,
Thefe things are coove the dilcovery
of Reafon; it has no principles from
which it can regularly deduce them by
any watural ule of its faculties; and
without fupernatural inftruction, it
can never gain the leaft knowledge or
probability concerning them. It is
impoflible for any idea, notion, or
apprehenfion of them to enter the
mind, but by the mediation of fome
external agency. So that all we do
Know, or can hgpe to know, concerning
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them in zhis world, is from REVELA-
TION. Reafon indeed, or the work-
ings of an inquifitive fagacious mind,
may 1mprove it/elf, but not the fubjet:
it may difcover variety of arguments
to explain the beauties, and fhew the
neceflity of fupernatural truths ; but it
cannot add oe to the original i’cock

nor ipeak a word concerning their
effence, or their nature, beyond what
Revelation teaches.  So that * reve-
“ raTion (in Mr, Lecke’s words)
« s norhmcr but natural Reafon
« enlarged by a mew fet of difco-
“ veries, communicated immediately
“ oy Gop;—which Reafon vouches
‘ the truth of, by the teftimoay and

“ proof it gives, that they come from
“ (z0D,



SECTION 1V,

Of « REVELATION from GOD,
as poflible, probable, and neceffary.

TH AT a {upernatural method of
revealing to mankind God’s will, is
poffible, feems to be very evident from
confidering the nature of God, and
the capacities of men.—An infinite
Being, that created our fouls capable
of knowing and loving kim, can
never be fuppofed to want power to
communicate greater light to our un«

derftandings, and to make known to
us farther difcoveries of his will and
pleafure.  And man, thus made after
bis 1mage, can at all times ufe thofe
faculties he is endowed with, both in
recetving, and delivering, the matter
of the revelation, when it is fet before
K 2
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him in a manner properly adapted to
thofe facultics,

That a revelation of God’s will
fhould be efteemed prodable, is very
juftly to be inferred from that great
ignorance, and univerfal cotruption
of human nature, which we indeed
know how to account for; but which
was manifeft to, and acknowledged
by, even thofe of old, who were nevet-
thelefs unacquainted with its caufe and
origin.—We {peak here of mankind
as 1t 1s found 7z fal? (fetting afide the
advantages of revelation), wicked,
and propenfe to wickednefs,—in the
““ {nares of the devil,—taken captive
“ by him at his will,”—and unable
to “ work out their own f{alvation,”
And that this has at all times been
the cafe is undeniable.—But if human
nature alome has been {ufficient for
the entire purpofes of reftoration to
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its own original integrity, and loft
perfection, why has this a/ways been
the condition of mankind ?-—Alas !
this 1s the very agegravation of our
mifery,—that we are naturally thus
wretched, and that we camnot help it

—That extraordinary means of reco-
very, therefore, fhould be vouchfafed
by God, is {trongly to be expefted
from his infinite and acknowledged
goodnefs: his providence not only
extending 1ts concern and care to the
bodies of men, and to their outward
conditions in this world, but chiefly
to their immortal fouls, and to their
happinefs in the world to come:
on which account, rational creatures,
plunged in mifery, become, in a par-
ticular degree, fit objets of the divine
** care and compaffion.—For though
natural hight convinces us of the
exiftence of a Deity, and fhews us how

reafonable it is to pay our adorations
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to that power which created, and fil]
preferves us, yet it does not fufficiently
dire¢t us in the way and manner of

performing it: though it may give us
fome hopes of pardon upon our
repentance, from the general notion of
God’s goodnels, yet it prefcribes to
us no certain method for the obtaining
our reconciliation. Revelation there-
fore appears abfolutely neceflary, both
to relieve the wants of men in a ftate
of nature, and to recover the luftre
and brightnefs of their original prin-
ciples, impaired and fullied by the
degeneracy of mankind ; to add alfo
fuch further improvements as may be
perfetive of human nature, to inftru&
men in the method of appeafing an
offended Deity, and of obtaining fos
themielves the full and perfeét ends of

their creation.

It appears therefore that additional
means of information befides the mere
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difcoveries of unaided reafon, are
certainly within the reach of an all-
powerful God to give ;—that the want
of them to a funk and degraded race
of reafonable beings, upon the {core
of his unbounded Goodnefs, makes it
highly probable that God fhould, 1n
fuch a manner as he fees moft fitting,
aracioufly vouchfafe to grant the
fame ; while the abfvlute impoffibility
of man’s being able to recover his
[of¢ nature by his own exertions only,

makes 1t weceffary that from Gop

thould come his help and remedy in
his weaknefs.

It 1s plain then, that, though we had
never heard a of fuch a thing as a
Miracle, ora Prophecy, or of revesled
Religion ; yet from the confideration
of the ftate of the world, and the great

ignorance and corruption of human
nature, it would be reafonable to
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expeii that God fhould fome way

make known his will to mankind;
and we cannot reconctle 1t to his attri-
butes, nor concetve how it fhould bz
confiftent with them, for him to be an
unconcerned fpeétator of fo much
folly and wickednefs, without taking
any care to remedy it. God indeed
cannot be obliged to force men to
obey his commandments, and comply
with his will ; he muft rather leave it
to their own option, whether they
will be happy or miferable: but it
was neceffary to propofe the terms of
Salvation to them, to offer them their
free choice ;—to fet before themn life
and death, bleflings and curfings, and

fo,—to make the obfltinate withour
excufe,



SECTION V.

el ——

P en—r—

Of the poflible MEANS of affording a
REVELATION.

THE methods by which an extra-
ordinary difcovery of God’s will. may
be made to men, appear to be but
two ; —either an immediate revelation,
by infpiration or otherwife, to each
individual feparately ;—or elfe, a com-
miffion, with indifputable credentials,
beftowed on fome, to convince others,

that they come from Geod, to inftruct
them in what he has revealed either by

himfelf, or by the communication of
Angels.

But 1t cannot {eem requifite that

God fhould immediately infpire, or
meke a direft revelation to every
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particular perfon in the world: ‘For
either he muft {o powerfully influence
their minds and affeions, as to take
away their choice and freedom of
acting (which would be to offer
violence to human nature); or elfe
men would, for the moft part, have
gone on 1n thewr wicked courfes ftill,
and have denied God in their lives,
though their underftandings were
ever fo clearly and fully convinced

of his will and commandments, as

well as of his ¢ eternal power and
God-head.” For, as St. Paz/ teftifies,
the Heathens themfelves were not

ignorant of the being of God; but
““ when they fnew God, they glori-
“ fied him wot as Gob.” —No man
can be more certain of any infpiration
he can receive, than he is of the Being
of that God from whom he receives
tt; and therefore he who denies the
being of God, muft by confequence
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deny the truth of any fuch infpiration;
unlefs 1t have that powerful impulfe
upon his mind, as both to convince
him, and force him to an acknow-
ledgement at once of the being of
God, and of the operation of the
divine Spirit upon hisfoul. And it is
hard to concetve how any infpiration,
which doth not over-rule the will and
affeCtions, as well as convince the
underftanding, thould be of more
efficacy upon the minds and lives of
fuch men, than the notion of ¢« g
“God”1s. Forit men can fo ftifle the
notton of a Gop within their minds,

as to doubt whether there be any fuch
BEinG or no, or at lealt to a& as if
there were mone; no reafon can be
siven why they might not as well a&
againft any conviction, which they
might receive by infpiration, or any
other way of immediate revelation
(unlefs it had an irrefiftible effect upon
VOL, I, L
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them), and either take 1t all for fancy
and delufion; or elfe {o harden them-
felves acainft 1t, as not to be reclaimed
by it. But above all, prbfane perfons,
and obftinate unbelievers can have
leaft reafon to expect that God would
vouchfafe to them an immediate reve-

lation, It being in the general dif-
penfations of his providence, to ““give

«« over fuch perfons to a reprobate
« mind, to their own hearts luft,”
—to abandon them to the tyranny
of their fins, fince they will take no
notice of his works, nor ¢ abide his
«« counfels.” His « Serrit will not
«« always flrive with man;” he wih-
draws his ordinary grace from thofe
who abufe it ;—and it can never be

prefumed he would confer higher
favours upon them.

But even if God were willing to
vouchfafe fome immediate revelation
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of himfelf to thefe infolent offenders,

and blafphemers of his name and
authority, how can we be affured that

they would be converted? Would
they not rather find out fome pre-
tence to perfuade themfelves that it

was no real revelation, but the effeét
of natural agents, or of melancholy,

and a difturbed 1magination ?

They might be terrified perhaps for
the prefent, but it 1s much to be ap-
prehended, from what we all know of
the infirmity and depravity of man-
kind, that they would foon ftifle their
apprehenfions with their accuftomed

arguments for Atheifm and Infidelity,

But befides being ineffeCtual, and
never to be expected by fuch as this
conceit muft be calculated for; the
{uppofition of immediate revelations
to every man 1n particular, would fill
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the world with continual impoftures
and delufions. For if every one had
a revelation made to himfelf, every

one might pretend to others what he
pleafed ; and one man might be de-

luaed by the pretence of a revelation
made to another, againft an exprefs
revelation made to himfelf; which we
may conclude would often happen,
from what we every day experience:
for if men can be perverted by the
arts and infinuations of others, againft
their own Reafon and Judgment, they
might as well be prevailed upon to
act againft a revelation made to them;

though Revelations were things as
common and familiar amongft men,

as Reafon itfelf is.

So that immediate revelations to
every particular man would have been
needlefs and fuperfluous; they would
have been unfuitable to the mayelty
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4nd honour of God; and they would
have been ineffetual to the ends for
which they muft be {uppofed to be

defigned, and would have given many
motre pretences to impoltures than
there are now 1n the world,

SECTION VI,

L ]

Of the M=THOD actually ADOPTED e
PROPRECY, and MIRACLES.

THE method, however, atually
made ufe of by Almighty God for
the revelation of his will, both In
tumes paft, and in thefe later days,
wheremn he has Ipoken to us by his
Son, has been that before-mentioned,
of qualifying certain perfons to declare
“his will to others, by infallible figns
L 2
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and evidences of his authority and
commiffion, Ior which purpofe no
means are {o proper and convincing

as thofe {fupernatural gifts and powers
ordinarily underftood by the terms

Prorugcy, and MIRACLES,

That Propbecies and Miracles are

the moft fitting and proper means for
(God to ufe in revealing himfelf to |

the world, 15 evident from their not
being {ubject to any of thole inconve-
niences, which immediate revelations
to each perfon, would unavoidably be
expofed to,—There is o Prophecy,
nor Miracle, which has not the de-
figned effe€t upon many perfons: the
honour and majelty of God is not
fubje& to the fcorn of every profane
and obftinate offender; and there 1s
as effe¢tual care taken to prevent im-
poftures, as pofiibly there could have
heen. And as Prophecies and Miracles
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have none of the inconveniences of
immediate revelations, fo have they
manifeftly all the advantage and
utility, which it can be fuppofed fuch
revelations would have had, in being,
granted to every perfon in particular,
‘They prove the immediate altion and
authority of Gop,—which is the only
effect defigned by any mode of reve-
lation whatever,

True Prophecies are of fuch a
nature, that none but Gop omnifcient

could be the author of them; and
thefe, in their accomplithment, muft
carry an indifputable evidence of
divine revelation along with them,—
Such are the predictions of things to
be fulfilled many ages afterwards,
which in the fulfilling, depend upon
the counfels and determinations of free

agents ; and precictions of the fins of
men, which, they could not be deter-
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mined to, but by their own choice,—
It is above the capacity of human
underftanding, to conceive how it is
poffible, that things fhould be forefeen
{o long before either the ations or the
agents themielves have any exiftence ;
or how contingencies can be the
objett of infallible prefcience: and
therefore for God to forete/ things of
‘this nature by his Prophets, 1s a moft
proper and certain way of revelation ;
becaufe 1t is above .the power of any
finite being to do the like, It is the
prerogative of HIM that “formeth the
“ mountains, and createth the wind,
“ to declare unto man what is his
“ thought: the Lorp, the God of
« Hofits, 1s his name.””—As for thofe -
things which, having been foretold,
come to pafs by chance, or which i
may be 1magined evil {pirits may be
able to foretel, when they ‘are in -
agitation, and perhaps juft ready fos
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altion ; or probable guefies from the
various accidental circumftances of
the world, we fay nothing of them
here ;—-being well affured, from the
confideration of the divine attributes of
goodnefs and truth, that God will not
{uffer falfe religions to be impofed
upon the world under his ow# name,
by diabolical predictions, without
affording to mankind the means of
difcovering thein to be {uch,

But confidering the true Pro-
phecies,—thofe which are avowedly
efleemed, and have been proved to e
fo, we can {afely fay, that when fuch
are delivered by many Prophets, in
divers ages, and different places, all
teaching the fame doctrine, all tending
to the fame end and defign, 1n their
feveral revelations, and sbar end the
difcouragement of all wickednefs, with
the maintenance of all virtue and true
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religion,—zbefe prophecies have a/l the

evidence that can be requifite to affure
us that they are from Gop : and God,

by {uffering them to be fulfilled, and

to pals foﬁlong in the world under his
own name, with all the characters of

his authority upon them, gives us all
poflible affurance that they are 4is;
and -engages us hereby, in honour to
his divine attributes, to believe that
they are really founded in, and fup-
ported by, his authorty.

And, the certainty of Prophecies
being thus grounded upon the divine
attributes, befides the direct evidénce
which they afford to whatever is
delivered by them, they add alfo an
undeniable confirmation to thofe Mi-
racles which have been foretold, and
are wrought at the time, and in the
manner, and by perfons, foretold by
the Prophets. And the Prophecies
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likewife receive as great a confirma-
tion from fuch Miracles. For Pro-
phecies and Miracles, which are fingly
2 {ufficient evidence of divine reve-
lation, do mutually fupport and con-
firm each other; fo that we have
hereby all the affurance that can be
expeCted of any divine revelation.
And therefore, as Prophecy 1s 1n 1tfelt
a moft fitting and proper way of
revelation; fo, in conjunétion with
Miracles, it 1s the moft certain method
that can be defired, for making
known the will of Gop to Man.



SECTION VI

i e

eri—

Of MIRACLES.

THE fitnefs and efficacy of Miracles
to give proof of a divine revelation,

feem to be very evident upon the
{lighteft confideration of the fubje&t ;
according to the ordinary acceptation

of the term. For 1t would be an
extravagant thing to imagine that

God fhould exclude bimfelf from the

works of his own creation; or, that
he fhould eftablifh them wpon fuch

inviolable laws, as not to be capablz
of being altered upon fome occa-

{ions, when he forefaw 1t would be
requifite to alter them. For unlefs the

courfe of nature had been thus alter-
able, it would have been defe&ive in
regard to one great end, for which it
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was defigned ; that is, it would have
falled of being ferviceable to the

defigns of Providence upon &/ occa-
. {ions,

We cannot feruple therefore to
believe that the fame infinite wifdom
which contrived laws for the order
and courle of nature, contrived them

fo, as to make them alteradle, when
it would be neceffary for God, by
[ulpending the powers, or Interrupting
the courfe, of nature, to manifeft hjs
extraordinary will and power; and
that by the fame decree whereby
he firft eftablifhed them, he fubjected
them to fuch alterations, as in his
wifdom he forefaw would be neceffary.

Nor can we any more doubt, but
‘that He who made the world, has the

fole power and authority over it; and

that nothing can be done in it, but by

his direftion and influence, or at leaft
YOL, I, M
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by his permiffion ; and that the frame
and order of nature which he at firft
appointed, can at no time be altered,
but for great ends and purpofes. God
1s not given to change, as men are;
and can never be difappointed in_ his
eternal purpofes and defigns, When
therefore any thing comes to pafs
above the courfe of nature, as we
fpeak, and contrary to it, in con-
firmation of a revelation, which, for
the importance and excellency of the
fubject of it, and in all other refpects,
1s moft worthy of God, we may be
fure that thisis his domng.~—And there
1s ftill farther evidence of it, if this
revelation were of old announced by
prophiets, who forefold that it fhould
be confirmed by Miracles.—Thus
'whefl men born blind, received their
fight; ‘when others were cured of the

moft defperate difeafes, by a touch,
“or at a diftance; when the dead were
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raifed, and devils caft out; thefe
were evident figns of a divine power
and prefence, which gave teftimony
to the doctrine delivered by thole, by
whom fuch miracles were wrought,
and the divine commiffion and au-
thority produced, for what they did
and taught.—This was giving wit-

vealed, in a language much more
powerful than any human voice;
whillt God fhewed forth his glory,
and made known his will, by exer-
cifing his fovereignty over nature, in
making the whole ¢reation bow, and
tremble, and ofey.—All which was
performed according to exprefs pro-
phecies concerning CurisT, that there
might be.a vifible concurrence both
of prophecies and miracles in attefta-
tion of him, * And this difpenfation of
Miracles had this particular advantage
and propriety attending 1t, that it was
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admirably well fitted to propagate a
religion which concerned the poor, as
well as the rich, the unlearned, as
well the learned:: being equally adapted
to awaken the attention, to command
and challenge the affent of men of all
conditions and capacities. For mira-
culous effects are obvious to the moft
jonorant or inannind; yet fuch as
may fatisfy the wifeft of them, and
confute or filence the moft captious
and contentious.

B

SECTION VII

L )

Of diftinguifling TRUE MIRACLES
from FALSE ONES.

THE only difficulty concerning

miracles confifts in knowing how to
diftinguith srae from pretended ones ;

—thofe which have been wrought m
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confirmation of the true religion,
from fuch as have been done, or are
pretended to have been done, in
behalf of any falfe religton,

How far God may permit the devil,
or his agents, to proceed in matters
of this nature, we cannot comprehend,
We have, however, his divine attri-
butes engaged for our fecurtty, that he
will not fuffer vs to be deluded by
falfe miracles, wrought under a pre-
tence of his own authority, without
any poffibility of difcovering the im-
pofture. And though, for wife ends,

he may fuffer wicked men to perform
fome things that may feem to be very
wonderful, yet he always takes care
to place a mark of diftinction between
what is done for the atteftation of 2
lie, and the confirmation of the truth,

Let us adduce, then, .a ftrong cafe
upos: the fubject :—that of the Magi-.
M 2
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cians 1n Egyps attempting to fupport
their own falle Gods and worthip,

againft the pretenfions of Mbpfes to a
higher claim of attention than them-

felves,

‘The hiftory informs us that they
were permitted to proceed to the

fulleft extent and compafs of their art,
and that they held on with Mpfs, as

long as poffibly they could. The
refult was, that the viftory obtained

- J-L ey Ay, lr'!. L }1."1 r
GVei thcini oy Sdgls, conhrmed to0

by their own confeflion, was more
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with great facility : thofe of the Ma-
oicians, by the intervention of certain
charms and incantations,—Had not
Mofes however been prefent, to over-
rule them by a fuperior power, it is
very reafonable to believe that whatever
they might have done by virtue of
any magical or diabolical arts, God
would never have permitted them to
perform fuch things as had, at leaft,
the appearance of true’ miracles, and
were {ufficient to deceive all indifferent
._.L.m lders.—~Agam. .

!
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confirmation of the true religion,
from fuch as have been done, or are
pretended to have been . done, 1n
behalf of any falfe religion.

How far God may permit the devil,
or his agents, to proceed in matters
of this nature, we cannot comprehend.
We have, however, his divine attri-
butes engaged for our fecurity, that he
will not fuffer us to be deluded by
falfe miracles, wrought under a pre-
tence of his own authority, without
any poffibility of difcovering the im-
pofture. And though, for wife ends,
he may fuffer wicked men to perform

fome things that may feem to be very

wonderful, yet he always takes care
to place a mark of diftin¢tion between

what is done for the atteftation of a
lie, and the confirmatjon of the truth,

Let us adduce, then, a ftrong cafe
upo. the fubjeét :—that of the Magi-
M 2
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cians 1 Egyps attempting to {fupport
their own falfe Gods and worfhip,
againft the pretenfions of AMofes to a
higher claim of attention than them-
felves,

‘The hiftory informs us that they
were permitted to proceed to the

fulleft extent and compafs of their art,
and that they held on with Mo, as
long as poffibly they could. The
refult was, that the victory obtained
over them by Mofes, confirmed too
by their own cenfeffion, was more
illuftrious than if they had not entered
into a conteft with him.—And fo far
good arofe from the competition.

~ But the great difference between
them feems to have lan 1n this ;—
that the miracles of Mofes, belides
being of a nature infinitely fupertor to
theirs, were done immediately, and
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with great facility : thofe of the Ma-
oiclans, by the ntervention of certain
charms and incantations.—Had not
Mofes however been prefent, to over-
rule them by a fuperior power, it is
very reafonable to believe that whatever
they might have done by virtue: of
any magical .or_ diabolical arts, God
would never have permitted them to
perform fuch things as had, at leaft,
the appearance of true: miracles, and
were {ufficient to deceive all indifferent
beholders.—Agam, . .

Mafes fays,  If there arife among
“ you a prophet, or a dreamer’ of
“ dreams, that giveth thee a fign or a
“ wonder, faying, let us go- after
« other Gods (befides the Lord), ye
< {hall not hearken to the words of
« that prophet; but fhall walk after
“ the Lord, and keep his command.
“ ments, and obey his vowe.” So
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that, if miracles be wrought to in-
troduce the worfhip of other Gods,
befides Him, whom reafon, and the

{cripture teaches and affures us to be
the only true Gob,—1if they be done
to feduce men to immoral do&rines
and. wicked practices ;—if they be
performed to contradict a religion
already. eftablithed by fuch miracles as
inconteftably are true;—if _ever. fo

aftonifhing miracles be performed for
fuch ill defigns as thefe, they are not
to be regarded ; but muft be rejected

with that conftancy and firmnefs,
which become a man acting under the

jult principles of natural reafon and
religion.—There are therefore certain
tokens of diftinction, either refpeting
the works themielves, and the man-
ner of thelr being done ;—or refpecting
the perfons who perform them, which
make an efiential difference between
rea, miracles and lying wonders,—In
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refpet of the works, they muft, firft,
be pofiible; or at leaft not frictly
impoffible ;—they muft be probable
alfo, and not fuch as favour of fable
and romance; nor yet be below. the
majefty of God, the great ruler and
- governor of the world; nor 1ncon-
fiftent with his character asa gracious
and good Being : they muft be per-
formed openly in the face of the wotld,
and before many competent - witnefies ;
readily, -and without ‘previous forms
and ceremonies, favouring of magic
and incantation ; and upon all impor-
tant occafions, to fhew the perma-

- nency of the divine power by which
they are performed.

- In relation to the perfon, it is requi-
fite that he be one of good report for
his unblameable conduct and de-
"p()l*tment; in the perfelt exercife of
his fenfes and underftanding ; conftant
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and uniform in the meffage he delivers;
and that the dofrine, he endeavours tg
eftablifh by his miracles, be confiftent
with the nght notions and worthip of
God ; bearing a ftri& conformity with
the former revelations of his will; of
a tendency to deftroy the devil’s power
in the world, to recover men from
their ignorance and fins, and, in fhort,
{0 advance the general welfare of
focieties, as well as every man’s pars
ticular happinefs, in this hife, and in
his preparation fora bettér.—By thefe
rules any perfon of a fober confidera-
tion may be enabled to difcern between
true and falfe miracles; becaule we
are very fure, {fo far as God’s attri-
butes can convinze us, that he will
not fuffer the fame degree of evidence
to concur in confirming both, without
a poffibility to diftinguifh them,
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OF the Inpoffibility of fome MIRACLES
besng falfe ones.

\’V ERE we to allow for once,

that in fome very particular cafes,
and for fome very particular reafons,

God would permit men under the
influence of evil fpirits to do true
miracles'in confirmation of any real
impofture,—in order to exercife our
faith, and prove us, whether we will
adhere to the truth, which by mighty
fiens and wonders he hath already
eftablithed among us,—yet that this
{hould be done in all cafes, without
any means to diftinguih falle miracles
from true ones, appears to be a thing |
impoffible.
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Some things for nflance, are fo
great, that 1t 1s not reafonable to con-
cetve that any created powers can do
them ; or that, if they could, God
would permit them to have fuccefs.
Such s the making a great and general
alteration 1n the courfe of nature,—
Some things are fo good and benefi-
ctal to mankind, that wicked and
infernal agents wi// not perform them,
even though they were able to do fo,—

Such are the cafting out of devils, the
diminithing the mnfluence of the evil
one, the counteratting fin, or the
difcovery of moral truths.—Some
things are of fuch a nature, that thefe
malictous {pirits dare not do them,
from the fear of meeting fevere
chaftifement for their prefumption ;—
{uch as the direCtly oppofing God's
extraordinary meflengers.—And laftly,
there are fome things {fo peculiarly
appropriated to Gop, that no other
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Beihg,—otherwife ~than : as altuated
by his"divine powet, and immediately
dependent: on it, -cdn "in ‘the leaft
antermeddle with them.ne-Such are the
knowledge of - future continggrcies,
the. difcernivient of pur fecret thoughts
and, intentions, and ‘the reftoring of
‘the-dead to life ;—for “I am-Hg,”
faith-the Lorp, " and-there 1s none
« befides Me. I thew the things
< come; 1. fearch the beart, and- try
¢ the weing; 1 kill, and--I make
.“w'ﬂk‘w.?’f -

+« "There being then, {0 many cafes,
‘wherein either the will' or power of
.diabolical agents mujt fail, their com-
pals -of ‘working miracles ‘cannot be
fo large and extenfive; as fome ‘may
perhaps imagine.—DBut even were
it more extended than it is, upon the
fuppofition that we believe 1n a righ-
teous providence, we can not imagine
VOL, I N
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that he will fuffer them to ufurp fuch
a tyranny over the minds of men,
as to make thofe things pafy with the
fober and inquifitive. part. of the
world for divine miracles, which-have
been only counterfeits and impoftures,
~We may rather ‘conclude and b
affured, that if the providence of
God be concerned n the difcovery
of Satan’s defigns, there muft befonte
means of difcovery ; -and thofe eans
can be fuppofed to be no other than
fome rational and fatistaCtory evidence,
-whereby we may know when ftrange
and miraculous things are-done’ by
Satan to deceive men, and when,. by
the power of Gop, to'confirm a tefti-
mony truly divine.—And fuch means
we have already confidered,
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Sarintaiond

APPLICATION of the ARGUMENT from
MIRACLES.

IN judging of the CI’EdlblllE}F of
Miracles; it appears to -be moft
- certain, " that; ‘whatever may be. the
ingenions difficulties which fome per-
fons have conceived herein, thergis no

fisch antecedent 11nprobab1hty attend-
ing"them, as''no-human teftimony
can-furmotint,. The probability of
their-exiftence is at leaft as great, as
that a revelation of infinite importance
to mankind fhould be vouchfafed to
them : that is, if it be probable that
fuch' a revelation fhould ‘be made
known to men at all, it 1s at leaft'in
the' fame degree to be efteemed pro-

bable, that it fhould be attefted by
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g

miracles ;—as one of the mof con-
vincing methods of conveying to
mankind the ‘affurance, that it comes
from Gop, and that it has Him for
its author and propofer,

Thus much in general ;—as to the
miracles, by which the feriptures are
confirmed and authenticated, we con-
fider them as true, . becaufe there:is no
preceding divine revélation which they
contradict, nor any- immoral dotrine
which they deliver; nor is there.any
one circumftance; belonging -to Ehem,
by whichthey can'be found: fa/fe.—
Moreover, the teftimony which re-
ports them to us 1s unqueftionable,
So that in this cafe, -#zbat which all
the wit and ingenulty of: man cannot
prove to be ill-faunded and falfe, muft
be efteemed #r#e, or elfe God would
fuffer his own name and authority to

be ufurped and abufed, and mankind
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to be impofed upon, in a matter of
the bigheft importance, without any
poffibility of difcovering the impof-f-
ture ;—which 1t 1s contrary to the
divine attributes for him to permit.
But if neither the miracles themfelves,
nor the doltrines which are attefted
by them, can be difcovered to have
any deceit or defect in them, and be
moft excellent, moft divine, and moft
worthy of God; we have then all the
evidence for the truth of the miracles,
and of the religion, which they were
wrought to eftablifh, that we can have
for the being of God himfelf. For if

thefe miracles and this religion be not
from God, we muft fuppofe either

that God cannot, or that he will not,
o reveal himfelf by miracle to the

world, as to dlﬁmcrm[h his own reve-
lation from impoftures : both which

fuppofitions are contrary to the divine
attributes ; contrary to God’s omnipo-

N 2
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tence, becaufe he can do all things, and
therefore can exceed the power of -all

finite Beings ; contrary to his honour,
and wifdom, and goodnefs, becauie

thefe require both that he fhould
reveal himfelf to the world, and that
he thould do it by miracles, in fuch a
manner as to make it evident which
is his revelation. . But if he both can,
and will, put fuch a diftinction
between falfe miracles and true- ones,
as that men fhall not, but by their
own fault, be feduced by any falfe
miracles, then, that religion which is
confirmed by miracles, concerning
which nothing can be difcovered to be
either impious or falfe, muft be the
true religion.

It 1s however always to be remem-
bered, that though miracles are a
moft fit and proper means to prove
the truth of religion, yet they are not
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only to be confidered alome, but in
conjunction with other proofs; and
that they muft neceflanily be true
miracles, or miracles wrought to
eftablith the true rehgion, when the
religion, upon account of which they
are wrought, cannot be d1fcovered~to‘
be falfe, either by any defedt in the

miracles themfelves, or by any other
means ; but has all the marks and

charatters of truth,~—~Becaule, God
-would not fuffer the evidence of mira-
cles, and all other proofs, to concur
in the eftablifhment and confirmation
of a falfe religion, beyond all pofii-
bility of our difcovering it to be fo,
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Of SCEPTICISM.

B'Y ¢ Scepticifm” 1s meant an un-
reafonable difficulty in believing ;—a
fufpendmg of the mind’s affent, after
the proper grounds of conviction have
been i:refented to it. -Such {ceptics
are all they, who will not be contented
with thofe forts of proof, which things
are capable of admitting ;—for 1n-
ftance, who will not believe things
which were done before their own time,
becaufe they did not fee or hear them ;
or becaule they are not proved to them
by mathematical demonftration, which
all hiftorical falts whatever are, by
their very nature, alike incapable of
recelving.—Such. allo are they, who
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ate {0 partial in giving, their aflent, as
to -believe the hiftories of Fulius and
Auguftus Cefar without the leaft fcru-
ple, but are full of doubts about the
hiftory "of. Jesus Carist, though
fupported by evidences far more clear
and numerous.—To thefe may. well
be ‘applied, what was faid by an
excellent writer* in relation to- this
{ceptical humour ; « Thofe who will
¢ pretend fuch kind of grounds - for
« their difbelief of any thing, will
“ never be able to perfuade others,
< but that the #rue caufe, why they do
“ not give: their aflent,. is not. becaufe
< they have no reafon for it, but
“ becaufe they have no mind to it.”

We are naturally very uneafy under
a ftate of fufpenfe about any thing,
which we are really fond of, and care

in earneft to purfue: and men’s wil-
lingnefs to continue in fufpenie as to

¢ Dr, Wilkin’s, Nat, Rel,
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the truth of a REvELaTION, Which

comes from God, is a fure fign that
it is a bufinefs, they do not ke, nor
care for. And though this' be not
downright infidelity; yet it makés:men
indifferent about all holy concerns,
and unaétive in the difcharge of their
proper duties ; it takes off the, force
and influénice of évery goed 1mpréfﬁon,
every - ‘moral fanction, and religious
ebhganon, almoft as much as infide-
Lity itfelf: and fuch a fcepticiim as this,
concermng Gop, his PROVIDENCE,
and REVELATION, would end in the
fceptxmfm of our very fenfes, if thefe
principles were purfued in their direct
and neceffary confequences.
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Of INFIDELITY.

THOUGH it bé not in the power
of ‘any man to believe what he pleafes,
becaufe, as things appear’ at_this or
that time to his undetftanding, fo his
belief muft be ;—and we ¢an neither
be charged with gwit, nor become
liable to pumfhments, for what we
cannot help,--yet in fearching after
truth, there are two things which are
1n our power; namely, the #/2 of our
faculties ; and likewife, the dwe and
smpartial ufe of them. And if we
fail of finding out the truth, or fall
into error, by not ufing our faculties
at all, or by ufing them unduly, we
are certainly accountable to Gop, who
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gave them, and who, as our fupreme

1.orp, has a right to require a due.
ufe, and to punith the abuf, of them.

In {peculative-:matters, which no
way concern owr duty or our. happi-
nefs, men may be as ignorant as they
pleafe, without danger of incurripg
guilt ; ,-—-but to be an infidel n religion
t]lrou orh ﬂoth and carele fInefs, for want
of exammmg at all, Of througli a /lzg};:
and fup‘.rﬁmal examination, makes
men highly guilty in the fight of Gob ;
both as it 1s a negle& of ufing and
apglylng the faculues, ‘which he has
olven us, and as it is rnamfeﬁly con- |
trary to all the rules of reafon, not to
ufe, them in a matter which {o nearly
concerns our fafety and _our 1nt61ef’c
efpecmlly when the ev1dences of RE-
VELATION lie fo open to the 0'eneral
apprehenﬁon of mankmd and may fo
eafily be entcred into, and underﬁ:ood
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Nor are they lefs guilty in the fight
of God, who, in. examining the
agrounds of Religion, fuffer theis
minds to be influenced by wicious
inclinations ;—or by pride;-—or an
affeCtation of fingularity ;—or by any
immoral and 1indireét motive what{o-
ever. 'T'he experience and obfervation
of every day convince us, how greatly
the judgments and opinions of men
are influenced in temporal concerns,
by their own private convenience,
by intereft, and other confiderations,
which do not at all belong to the
matter they are to judge of ; and this
may be much more f{ufpected in the
judgment they are to make of the
truth of Chriftianity; confidering how
contrary its precepts are to the inor-
dinate defires and inclinations of man-
kind.—This 1s what the apofile calls
 an evil heart of unbehef.” And
where that is the cafe, infidelity is a

VOL. 1. 0
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and unactive in the difcharge of their
proper duties; it takes off the. Joree
and fluénce of every goed impreffion,
every mioral fanéion, and religious
obligation, almoft as much as infide-
hity 1tfelf: and {uch a fcepticifm as #his,
'concerning Gop, his pReva'Nci«:,
arid REVELATION, Would end in"the
feepticifm of our very fenfes; if thefe
principles were purfued in their diret
and neceflary confequences,
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1.orD, has a right to require a dye
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apPlymg the faculties, which he has
given us, and as it is mamfeft]y con-
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Nor are they lefs guilty in the fioht
of God, who, In. examining the
crounds of Religion, fuer their
minds to be influenced by wicious
inclinations ;—or by pride ;-—or an
affeCtation of fingularity ;— or by any
immoral and indireét motive whatfo-
ever. 'T'he experience and obfervation
of every day convince us, how greatly
the judgments and opinions of men
are 1nfluenced in temporal concerns,
by their own private convenience,
by intereft, and other confiderations,
which do not at all belong to the
matter they are to judge of; and this
may be much more {fufpected in the
judgment they are to make of the
truth of Chriftiamty; confidering how
contrary its precepts are to the inor-
dinate defires and inclinations of man-
kind.—This 1s what the apoftle calls
“ an evil heart of ‘unbelef,”  And
where that 1s the cafe, nfidelity 15 a
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fin of the higheft nature : asit corrupts
the reafen and underftanding which
God has given us, and fubjects them
to bafe and unworthy 1nfiuences ;—
it degrades our nature, and carrizs in
it an indifference whetier we be 1m-
mortal, or die like beafts; or rather,
a defire that we may ate like them:-—
it is an affront to Gop, when we
reject his meflengers, who come with
clear and evident teftimonies that they
sre commiffioned by him; it makes
Iin a Jiar; 1s a manifeft contempt
of his great goodnefs in fending a
revelation, and defeats his gractous

 defigns and meafures for the falvation
of mankind.

From whence we may colle¢t, that
ta Delieve or not believe, 1s far from
being a matter of indifference and flight
import;incc, as infidels would make 1t
appear to be,—Others allo who are in
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danger of being feduced by them,
may be convinced, how nearly they
are concerncd, - before  they {uffer
themfelves to be direfted by Jfuch

guides, to give the evidences of reve-
lation a thorough and 1mpartial
eyamination.—For which end, the
three following ¢ tefts of {incerity™
may very properly be recommended :
—firft, that they find their bearss
really difpofed to embrace any dotrine,

and to follow any rule of life, that
fhall appear to come from Gop:
fecondly, that they have an inward
wifh to- find a religion well founded,.
which provides a remedy for the
corruptions of our nature, and enfures
to all cood men a ftate of happinefs
and immortality after this hfe : thirdly,
that they find in themfelves no evil

inclination, vice, or paflion, which
difpofes them to wifs that fuch a
religion may a0t be true.—Let but
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men, before they enter upon their
enquiry, put the beart under thefe
guards, and they may fafely be per-
fuaded, there is no danger of its ever

being laid hold of, and mifled, by
the grofs delufions of  Infidelity.”

We fuppofe, however, here, a wil-
Jingnefs to examine into the grounds
of Revelation.—But it is poffible that
contempt beforehand may preclude
even a willingnefs to examine, In
fuch a cafe, all that can be faid is,

that “ contempt previous to enquiry”
1s 2 vice, at leaft of the underffanding,
whatever fhare the beart may have in
it;—and like other wvices muft be
accounted for hereafter,



PART THE THIRD.

.

. -

- —
e sireepli y—.

Of the ANTIQUITY of the
SCRIPTURES in general.

AS it 1s evident from confidering
the divine attributes, that God would
not {fo wholly negleft mankind, as to
take no care to difcover, and make
known, his will and commandments
to the world ; fo, when there was fuch
a neceflity of divine revelation, for
the happinefs of mankind, both in thig
world and the next, 1t is not to be
believed that he would defer the
making known his will {o long, as.
oz
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untll the date of the firft antiquities
amongf(t the Heathens,— It cannot be
denied, that fome books of the Scrip-
ture are by much the moft ancient
books of religion in the world; for it
were in vain to pretend that the works
in this kind (or indeed in any other)
of any heathen author can be com-
pared with the Pentatench, or books of
Mofes, for antiquity.—~And the anti-
quity of thefe books is one confider-
able circumftance, whereby we may
be convinced that they are of divine
revelation.  For if God would not
fuffer the world to continue long in
a ftate of 1gnorance and wickednefs
without a revelation, we may conclude,
that he would not {uffer the memory
of it to be loft ; and therefore, a book
of this nature, which is by fo much
the moft ancient in the world, being
conftantly received as a divine revela-
tion, carries great evidence with i,
that 1t is authentic. ‘
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The firft revelation neceffarily muft
be held to be the c¢riterion of all that
foliow ; and God would not fuffer the
moft ancicnt book of religion in the
world to pais all along under the no-
tion and title of a 7evelation, without
caufing {fome difcovery to be made of
the im pofture, if there were any in it;
much lefs would he preferve it by a
particular and fignal providence, for
{o many ages.—It is a great argument
for the truth of the Scriptures, that
they have ftood the teft, and received
the approbation, of fo many ages,
and ftill retain their authority ; though
fo many evil men, in all ages, have
made it their endeavour to difprove

them :—Dbut it is ftill a farther evidence
in behalf of them, that God has been
pleafed to fhew fo remarkable a pro-

vidence 1n their prefervation.



SECTION 11,

-

—

Of the KNOWLEDGE of GOD,
as revealed to M E N.

IT has been already fhewn, that it
is riot to be expected that God thould
reveal himfelf to every man in parti-
cular; and 1t could not be requifite,
that he fhould afford a conftant and.
ftanding revelation in all nations of the
world. For if mankind be lufficiently
provided for in the ¢ neceffaries” of
falvation, this is all, that can in reafon
be expected from 2 juft and good God,
in his dealings with finful and per-
verfe man.—If men be put in the

“ ready way” of falvation, and have
fufficient means allowed them to

attain 1t ; all beyond this is the difcre-
tionary effect of infinite goodnefs, and

depends wholly upon the good plea-
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fure of God; being more than we
could promife to ourfelves from his
juftice, or, by reafon, forelee from
his mercy. His wifdom, however, {o
orders and difpofes the efiects and
emanations of his mercy, as to render
them confiftent with his juftice and
his honour, as the governor and di-
rector of the univerle.

And if, in the firft ages of the
world, revelations were frequent, and
generally known amongft all mankind,
ull by their own fault and neglect
they were withheld from them ; it was
the great mercy of God, afterwards,
to continue to thofe naiions, who had
defpifed and rejeCted him, an oppor-
tunity of knowing his will revealed
to others: and this God was pleafed

to do, by appointing a chofen feed,
and fele@ting to himfelf a peculiar

people, to bear his name before the
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nations ; and, by the various difpenfa-
tions of his providence, he fo difpofed
of that people, that all nations might
be inftructed in the things revealed
and delivered to them.,—Thus much
- may be faid 1n general; but it will
afford a pleafing as well as intercfting
fubjelt of confideration, to refle®
{fomewhat more particularly, by what
means God was careful to provide,
that at'/ times fome fenfe of religion
fhould be preferved in the world ; fo
as that at #o period, from the creation
of the world, it could be faid, that
God was < left without fome witnefs of
“ himfelf,” among the fons of men.
—We enter not into the ¢ffzéZs uni-
verfally produced by the occafional
revelations of his will to men; for
though 1t be requifite that true religion
-{hould be made known among man-
kind, yet it is not neceffary that God
fhould compel obftinate men to confider
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and believe 1t.  He is not to foree his
laws upon them ; 1t being only to be
expelted that he fhould difcover them,

and afford men fufficient means to
know, and be improved by them,

For this purpofe we muft have
recourfe to the accounts, which the
Bible gives us; that being avowedly
the moft ancient book 1n the world,
confidered only as mere hiftory,—
from which the knowledge of Reli-
gion, 1n the remoteft ages of man-

kind, can pofiibly be obtained,
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Of the WILL of GOD es revealed te
MANKIND, before the LAY,

\W E are mnformed by the holy

writings, that in the beginning of the
world, God was pleafed to create but
one man, and one woman, and to
people the earth from them. Now this
muft have exceedingly contributed

both to the prefervation of order and
obedience amongft men, and to the
retaining of the knowledge of God,
and of his ways and dealings with the
firft parents of mankind., Whereas
if multitudes had been created, and

the earth peopled at once, the natural
effect of this would have been ambi-
tion and ftrife, confufion and igno-

rance. For as the inhabitants of the
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world ‘multiplied, fo did all fin and
wickednefs increafe ; though all de-
fcended from ‘the fame parents, and
thefe parents lived to fee many gene-

rations of their off-fpring, and to
inftruc and admonith them ; s which

7
if any thing‘could have done it, mufk
have kept up a fenfe of God and of
religion amongft men,— Adam himfelf
performed the office of father, prief,
and king, to his children; and the
office- and- authority of thefe three
chara&ers défcended upon the heads

of famalies, in the feverdl generations,
and fucceffions of kingdoms amowf’c

his pofterity : for that the fame perfon
was both king and prieft 1n the earlier
aces of the world, we learn from the
beft antiquities of other nations; and
it was fo hikewile amongf(t the Hebrews,
till God had appointed an order and
{ucceffion of the priefthood 1 one
tribe: and therefcre Efan 1s ftyled a

VOL, I, P
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“ profane perfon,”* for felling his
birth-right, becaufe the priefthood
went along with 1,

By all the accounts we have of the
world before the flood, we are affured
that God was pleafed, at firft, to
afford frequent communications of
nimfelf to mankind ;—and even to
the wicked ; asto Cain, whofe puntfh-
ment it afterwards was, to be ¢ hid
¢ froin the face” of the Lord, and to
be driven out from ¢his prefence,”
And when tae wickednefs of men
had provoked God to deftroy the
world by a flood, he revealed :his to
Noab ; and refpited his judgment for
an hundred years ; while Neab during
that time, made it his bulinefs to
forewarn the wicked world of their
approaching ruin, and to-preferve the

‘knowledge of religion, by all the

* Heb, x11. 16,
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ways and means, which a wife and

good man could devife, proper for
that end.

It 15 well known that in ancient
times men lived to the age of near a
thoufand years. It is known alfo,
that of the ten patriarchs before the
flood, all but NVeah hived foon enough
to {ee Adam and the other patriarchs
their progenitors: and Nozh himfelf
was old enough to know them all, but
Adam,. Seth, and Ewnoch. And, as
for good reafons, the difperfion of
Noab’s pofterity over the earth mult
have been gradual, and many gene-
rations muft have paffed before the
remoter parts of it could be nhabited,
fo the feveral plantations muft be
fuppofed to have held correfpondence

with thofe, to whom they were neareft
allied, and from whom they went out;

they muft be fuppofed to have owned
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fome fort of dependence upon them,
and to have paid them fuch acknow-
ledgments as colonies ever do tq
thelr mother-cities, or countries,

All which, confidering the great
age that men lived to in thofe times,
muft, without a very grofs negle
and contempt of God, preferye a true
notion of religion in the feveral parts
of the world: for Noah himfelf lived

three hundred and fifty yeats after the
flood ; his fons were-not foon dif-
perfed ; their difperfion ‘was aradual,
and they held a correfpondence after
their feparation, and lived long to edu-
czie and train up their children in that
knowledge of God, which they had
receved and been inftruced in them-
lelves; and befides, they had little elfe
to_difcourie upon, but fuch things as
wouid neceflarily lead them to it. The
hiitory of men’s own nation and family
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15 that, which they are naturally moft
fond of; and in thefe ages the parti-
culars could be but few, and thofe
very remarkable, and almoft within
the memory of fome yet living : and
every occurrence muft have brought
to their remembrance what they had
heard, and had been taught concern-
ing God, and his dealings with them,

and their fathers.

Moreover there was a {pecial hand
of God, and a particular over-ruling

providence, 1 the dlifperﬁon and
divifion of nations. For ¢ when the
“ moft High divided to them their
““ 1nheritance, when he feparated the
“ {fons of Adam, he {et the bounds of
““ the people according to the number
““ of the children of Jfrael,”* he < de-
- termined the bounds of their habi-
“ tatien, that they fhould fzele the

¥ Deut. xxxii. 8.

P 2
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« Tord, if haply they might feel
¢ after him, and find him.”* This
was the reafon of the divifion of the
nations ¢ according to the number
“ of the children of [fracl,” who are
ftyled a « peculiar treafure, a kingdom
“ of priefts,” and ¢ a holy nation.” }
There was a particular regard had to
the number of the ¢ chofen feed,”
that they might bear a fit proportion
to the reft of mankind, and might
be as 1t were fo much leaven to the
whole mafs ; a quickening and enli-
vening principle, to excite and main-
tain due apprehenfions of God, and
his worfhip and fervice in the world.
This 15 the reafon alledged by learned
men, why polygamy, which was not
permitted from the beginning, thould
be allowed the [fraelites: for indeed,
it was of great confequence that they
fhould multiply fo as to have a due

® Alls xvil, 27—+ Exod, zix. 5, 6,
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proportion to the reft of the world;
and for the fame reafon, the furviving
brother was required to marry the
widow of the decealed. Barrennefs was
a reproach; to die childlefs, a curfe;
and a pumerous offspring, a blefling
{o ofrén_promifed, that 15 15 evident,
that many difpenfations of the divine
providence depended on 1t.  Again,

The better to revive and keep up a
fenfe of religion amongft men, thofe,
who were moft eminent for piety,
were employed to be God’s heralds
and ambafifadors to the reft of the
world. Thus Abrabam, Lot, Mel-
chizedeck, and their families, were
appeinted as inonitors and inftructors
to them, in the way of goodnefs and
divine knowicdge,

The Moabites and the Amsmonites
were defcended from Lo#, and tneretore
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it muft be through their great fin and

negligence, if they did not retain a true
notion of religion : they had pofleffion
owen them of the land they dwelt in
by God himfelf,* by whom the former
inhabitants, a wicked and formidable
race of giants, were deitroyed before
them ;—as the Canaanites were after-
wards, before the children of Jfrael,
Our Saviour was defcended from
Ruth the Nbabites. And the Aum-
monites are diftinguithed from the
Heathen, by the prophet Eze%z'ei.f

As Abrabam has the peculiar cha-

ralter given him of, ¢ the friend of
¢ (God,” and ¢the father of the
“ faithful ;” {o his power and influence
was very great. He is fuppoled by
fome to have been king of Damafcus.
We know however that he was a
“ mighty prince among the children

* Deut. i1, g, 19.——+ Ezek, xxv. 7.
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“ of Heth,” and was refpected as fuch
by them.* The Oak of Mamre was
had 1n great devotion by the Heathens,
The rulmon of the anclent Perfians
1s ftyled in the Eaff, the rehglon of
Aerabam, and the book, which con-
tains 1t, the book of Abrabam ; and

the Indian Brabman, or Brabaman,
are fuppofed to derive their name from

him.  Areus, king of the Lacedemo-
mcm, m his letter to Onias the hlgh-

pnﬂt,, iays that it was found

writing, -that the Lacedemonions and
the Fews were brethren, and that they

were of the ftock of Abrabam. The
Saracens, and other Arabians, were

defcended from Abrabam; and cir-
cumcilion, which was practiled by fo-
many nations, being a feal .of the
covenant, and a rite of initiation, muft
be fuppofed to have fome notion of

the covenant itfelf communicated to-

* Gen. xxiii. 6, 10,—~1 1, Mac.xil, 20,21,
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gether with it.  For there-is no pro-
bability that circumcifion, ufed as a
religious and myfterious rite, could
have any other original amongft hea-
then nations, than from Abreban,—
As to 1ts being ufed for other caufes,
naturel or moral, and varied in the
time of adminiftration, it is very pof-
fible, that the #ime might happen to
be changed by fome unknown acci.
dent. It appears however always to
have been ufed upon a religious ac-
count, whatever natural or moral
caufes might alfo be affigned. And
fuch the Fews themfelves were accuf-
tomed to aflign, as well as that of
religion.— It is moreover pofiible,
that the religions caufe of the obfer-
vance might be forgotten, and the
natdral or moral only be retained.

Again, befides the other {ons of
Abraham, which were many, [faac and
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Ifomael muft have been very inftry-
mental in propagating the true religion;
and we can fuppofc none educated
under Abrabain, or belonging to him,

but who mu& have been well qualified
for that purpofe, and muft more or
lefs retain the impreffions they had re-
cerved from him : this being the cha-
ralter which God himfelf gives of
Abrabam, « 1 know him, that he will
« comimand his children, and his
“ houfehold after him ; and they fhall
“ keep the way of the Lord.” — Efay,
by his firlt marriages with two daugh-
ters of the Hittites, gave them oppor-
tunities of becoming accquainted with
the religion and worlhip of the He-
brews; and by marrying a daughter
of Jfhmael, confirmed and {trengthened
the alliance between the true believers,
He was the father of the Edoinites,
who, with the Meadizcs and Ammon-
ites, were put into poifeflion of sbeir
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country by the fame divine power, by
which: the Jfraelites became poffefied
of the land of Cmmmz, and the
children of frael were commanded,

ot to meddle with t hem,-—-—no not

« {o much as the txeadmo' of the fole
« of the foot,” * | o

Facod being feat to Paden-Arain to
take a wife of the daughters of Laban,
abode’ with him twenty years : during
which time, all that he took iﬁéhaé‘ld
fo. profpered, that Laban was fenfible
of 1t, and confefled the vifible power
and blefling of God init. "

lfaac, to aniwer the purpofes of
God, was nof permitted to leave the
land of Canaan, and was forbidden to
remove to Egypf, when there was a
famine in the lund ;—nor was he upon
any account to return nto Craldeq,

i}
‘r.t

¢ Deut. il. 5.
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or to go out of Canaan ;— Facoh, on
the contrary, dzd depart from it, when
there were enough of Abrabam’s houfe
befides, to keep up a fenfe of the
true religion among the people of
Canaan,

Afterwards God manifefted himfelf
to the ELgyptians, by a great and
wonderful providence: for the fo-
journing of the children of iz,
who dwelt in Fgyps, was two hundred
and ten years, at leaft: tll at laft;) by
figns and wonders, and dreadful judg-
ments; by judgments upon their
firft-born, and upon € their Gods,”*
they were brought out from thence;
and ¢ the nations heard the fame” of
it, and ¢ all the earth was filled with

““ the glory of the Lord.” }

* See Mr. Bryant’s late learned publication
upon this very curivn f{ung:&.

+ Num. xiv. 18, 21,

VOL. I, Q.
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[Pl

AMOUNT of this EVIDENGE.

THUS it appears, that Chaldea
and Egyps, the moft famous and

~ flourithing countries in thofe ages of
the world, had the true religion
brought home to them by the .patri-
archs, who were fent from place to

place to fojourn, to be a pattern and
example to the reft of mankind. And

men -who travelled {o far, and con-
verfed with fo many nations, and
were {o zealous for God’s honour, and
had fuch fiequent revelations, and tie
immediate dire@ion of God himfelf
in moft of the a&ions of their lives,
and who were fo great and powerful,
and fo numerous, muft needs mightily
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propagate religion wherever they came,
and leave the idolaters without excufe :
and it cannot be doubted, but that
they had great fuccefs in all places;
for even out of Egypt, where they
endured the greateft hardfhip, and
were in fuch contempt and hatred,
yet ¢ amixed multitude went up alfo
« with them,” befides the native

Ifraclites. ®

- And as Chaldza and Egypt were
famous for learning and; commerce,
and proper places, by their fituation,
from whence notions of religion might
be propagated both towards the Eaft
and Weft, and other parts of the world;
{o it may again be obferved, that

God’s mercy was particularly mani-
fefted towards tlie Canaanites, betore

their deftruétion:. The example of
Melchizedeck, who reigned among

& Exod. Xite- 38
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them, and the fojourning of Abrabam,
and Lof, and Jfaac, and Facob, not to
mention Jfhmael and Efsu, with their
numerous families, afforded them
continual mvitations, and admonitions
for their inftru&ion and amendment ;
efpecially the judgment upon Sodom
and Gomorreb, and the miraculous
deliverance of Lof, was enough to
{trike an awe and terror into the moft
obdurate, But when they would not
make due ufe of thefe mercies,—
when they perfifted ftill in their im-
pieties and proceeded in them till they
had filled up the meafure of their
iniquities ;—God made them an ex-
ample to others, after they would
take no warning themfelves; yet ftll
““ executing his judgments upon them
““ by little and little, he gave them
«“ place of repentance, not being
“ jgnorant that they were a daughty
‘“ generation, and that their malice was
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““ bred 1n them, and that their COgi~
““ tatton would never be changed.” #

How much the true religion pre-
valled by thefe difpenfations of pro-
vidence, among other nations befides
the: Hebrews, we have an illuftrious
inftance in o/ and' his friends, who.
were princes 1n. their feveral domi-
nions.. They had knowledge of the
fall of the Angels;+ and of the
original corruption of man, which is
exprefled” with this emphafis, that he
cannot be ¢ clean,” or righteous, who
« is born of a woman,” becaufe by
FEve’s tranfgreflion, fin came into the
world. T Adam 1s mentioned,§ the:

refurrection 1s defcribed, | and it ap-
pear's that revelations were vouchfafed
to thefe nattions.g - It1s plain there-
fore that the fundamentals of religion.

* Wildom xil. 10.——4 Job iv. 18,
t Job xiv. 1. xv. 14, —=§ xxxi. 31,
| Job x1ve 12, ——qf xxxiil. 13,

Q.2
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were known doérines amongft them,
and are therefore mentioned both by

Job bimfelf, and by his friends, in as
plain terms as may be, and as fully as
can be expected in a book which is
poetical ; the nature whereof requires
that known things thould be alluded
to, but not {o particularly related as in
hiftery. And there is no doubt but
the propagation of religion in other
parts of the world would be as evi-
dent, if the {criptures had, not occa-
fionally only, and in the accidental
courfe of other things, but of * fet
purpofe treated of this matter ;—as
we may gather from the traces to be

yet found 1n heathen authors, of what
the fcriptures deliver to us; and from

the feveral allufions and reprefenta-
tions, in the rites and ceremonies of
their religions, exprefling, though
obfcurely and confufedly, the chief
points of the ‘fcripture-ﬁory, as has
been fhewn by many learned writers.
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Sufficient MEANS of knowing GOD,
after the LAW.

IN fucceeding ages, after the giving
of the Law, when the Fews by their

~ religion and government may feem
to have been wholly feparated from
the reft of the world, and the divine

Revelations confined to e7e nation,
toere ftill were fufficient means, and
frequent opportunities, afforded for

@i nations to come to the knowledge
of the truth.

The law of Mofes did particularly
provide for the inftru€tion of otber
nations 1n the revealed religion ; and
the {criptures give frequent command-
ment and encouragement concerning
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1t.—1f any “Strangers” would be cir-

cumcifed, and undertake the obfer-
vance of the whole law, they were at

full Liberty to do it.

And as Strangers or Profelyfes
were thus joined, in the very defign
and 1nftitution of the law, with the
native Ifraelites themfelves, as to all
the ats and privileges of religious
worthip, when once they had recetved
circumcifion, though they were not
obliged to be circumcifed (but were
left at liberty, not under any obligation
but to worfhip the true God, and
obferve the precepts of Noa%); o,
God had a particular regard to them
in their civil ftatutes and ordinances,
to free them from oppreflion and every
thing that might give ftrangers any
difcouragement from living amongft
the Jfraelites, and bccoming. par-
takers of thcir religion with them..
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They were equally capable of all the
privileges and advantages in the
Jewith worfhip, as the Fews them-
felves were; and were debarred of
very little in their civiliights: all en-
couragement imaginable was given to
firangers to come and dwell amongft
the Fews. 'The law joins them toge-
ther with the natural Jfraelite, bothin
the curfes it denounces, and in the
bleflings 1t promifes; 1t feverely
threatens all that fhould opprefs or
defraud them ; it commands the fame
charity towards #hem, as towards
the ¢ fatherlefs” and « widow,” the

greateft objelts of human compaffion,
and of the merciful care and providence

of God. And the prophets, with the
utmoft feverity, rebuke the Fews for
any oppreflion or abufe of them,
The Profelytes were not excluded
from their facrifices, their prayers, and
facraments; and if they refufed to
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take upon them the obfervance of the
whole law, yet they had free leave and

great encouragement to live amongft
them, believing only in the true God,
and obeying thofe precepts which
were given to all the race of mankind
after the flood. They might fhare
in all the rites of their religlous wor-
fhip, and were invited to do it; but
if they would not fubwmit to this, yet
they were not therefore rejected, but
might partake of their civil privileges,
and live under the prote&ion of their
government, And it is obfervable,ﬂ
that where the fame laws are repeated
in feveral places of fcripture, the
¢ {tranger” is no-where omitted ; but
what relates to Aim, is conftantly
repeated with the reft, as a neceflary
and ¢ffential part of the Law. So
that never any government had fo
particular a regard for “ftrangers,” or
was fo peculiarly contrived for theur
encouragement to live under it.
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Of the Interconrfe with the TEWS, as
ferving to inflruct other NATION 8.

THE providence of God fo ordered
and difpofed of the Fews, 1n all their

affairs, as to afford otber nations
frequent opportunities of becoming
inftruéted in the true religion; and
multicudes of Profelytes were made
out of all nations, Mofes dwelt in
Midian forty years, and there married
an Athiopian woman; his wife’s
father, Fetbro, the prielt ot Midian,
and his family became converted;
and * after he had met Mefes 1n the

wildernefs, he returned to make Pro-
felyces in his ewn country. And the

* Targ. Jouath, Exod. xvil, 27
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deliverance of the children of Jjiae!
out of Egypt magnified the power of
God in all countries, whither the
report came of a thing fo wonderful
and.fo notorious. The miraculous
viflories alfo which the Jfiraelites
gained over the Canaanites, wherever

they came, ftruck a mighty terror into
all thofe nations; as we fee by the fear
of Balak,* and from the fpeech of

Rahab,t and of the Gibeonites,{ who

were olad to make ufe of any pretence
as an expedient to fave themfeives.

After the death of Fofhua the
Ifraelites were n {ubjeftion to the
king of Mefopotamia eight years ; to
the king of AMoab eighteen years ; to
Fabin king of Canaan twenty years ; to
the Midianites feven vears; to the
- Philiftines torty years. And when

* Num. xxti.——+ Jofh. il g.
I Joth.1x. g, 10,
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they were {o often and for fo long 2
time fubdued by their enemies round
about them, for their idolatries, and
other - tranfgreffions; and then again,
upon ther repentance, were refcued
from their opprefiion by Gideoir, and
Jeptha, and Sampfon, all raifed up for
that purpole; this muft give great -
occafion and opportunity to all the
bordering nations to know and con-

{ider zhat religion, the obfervance or
neglet of which had fuch vifible
effects upon 1ts profeflors: for under
their .affliCtion, and in the time of
their repentance, they ufed to declare
the caufe of all their mifery, and make
known the power of their owwn God,
together with the vanity and {infulnefs
of idolatry.—-So that their being fo
often and fo long under the oppreffion

of thelr {feveral enemies, was a merciful

leflon of almi;hty*’prov-idence to the

nations who had them in fubjection, as
VOL, I. R
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well as intended for the punifhiment and
amendment of the Ifraelites themfelves,

What good ufe the nations made of
all thefe methods of divine providence,

~doth not fully appear to us from the
holy writings ; but that many would
be much influenced and benefited
hereby, cannot reafonably be doubted,
whatever might be the cafe with others,

The Philiftines, 1t1s well known, were
in 2 wonderful confternation, ‘when
they underftood that the ark of God
was brought into the camp.—And
when it was taken by them, it was
rore terrible to them than the enemy
could have been, if he had conquered
them: they were tormented with difeafes
and plagues wherefoever the ark was

carried ; and their God, Dagon, was
{o little able to help them, that he fell
down before it, and was broken 1n
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pieces, And thefe were judaments
of fo remarkable a nature, that thofe
people muft have been left without
excule, who did not forfake their
idolatries, and turn to the Ziving Gop,
who thus manifelted himfelf among
them.,

SECTIQN VIL

P ie——
]

Of the further SUCCESSES of the ISRAELITLS,
to the fame End.

THE miraculous victories of Saw/,
and Yonathan, and David; and David’s
ftay with Zchifh, king of the Philiftines,
at Gath, with the favour and confi-
dence he obtained from that king,
cave the Canaanites {till repeated op-
portunities and motives to.converfion
and repentance.~Dgvid extended his
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conquefts far and near; “ and tlie
“ fame of David went out Into all
“ lands, and the Lord brought the
“ fear of him upon all nations.”
Wherefore he declares, < I will o1ve
“ thanks to thee, O Lorp, among
“ the Heathen ; and {ing pratfes unto
“ thy name.”—- Let men {ay among
“ the Natwus, the Loro reigneth,”
He krew 1t to be the defign of Gop,
i the dilpenfations of his providence,
that he thould proclaim his power
and greatnefs. And accordingly he
did this with {o good effed, that in
the beginning of Solomon’s reign, the
Strangers or Profelytes in the land were
found to be ¢ an hundred and fifty
‘ thoufand, and three thoufand and
“ {ix hundred ;”’ *—who were all men
fit to be employed in the building of
the Temple; and the reft muft be
fuppofed very much to exceed that

® 1. Chron, 1. 17.
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number, reckoning both fexes, of all
ages.

In Solomon’s reign, the kingdom of
Ifrael became yet more famous and
fourithing ; Hiram king of Tyre held
oreat correfpondence with him; and,
as is fuppofed on good authority,*
gave cities to Solomon in hisown land,
who placed Jfraelites in them; and
he, in like manner gave cities to Hirai,
in Galilee,t in confirmation of the
league between them.—~Hiram 1s faid

to have blefled < the Lord God of
« Jfrael, that made heaven and earth.”™

—Tyre was a place of great trade anct
commerce : there was no place of
oreater ,traffic, nor any that fent out

more or greater colonies, or Into mMore
diftant parts of the world; and there-

fore none could be more properto
eftablith a correfpondence with, from
whence religion might be better pro-

* Kimchi, and Lightfoot.—1 i, Kings 1, 11,
R 2
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pagated. The Queen of Sheba came
to fee the glory of Selomon’s kingdom,
and blefled the Lorp his Gop.*—

She, according to Fofephus, was queen
both of Egypt and Etbiopia. His
wildom was every where magnified :
“ And there came of all people ta
“ hear the wifdom of  Solsmon, from
“ all kings of the earth, which had
“ heard of his wifdom.” ¢ All the
“ earth fought to Solomon to hear his
- wildom, which God had put in his
“ heart.” His- dominions were ex-

ceeding great:  He reigned over all
“ the kings from e river Enphrates,

% even unto the land of the Philiftines,
* and to the border of Egypz,”

The trade and correfpondence of
the Jfraclites with foreign nations was

greatly advanced in his time; their
trade extending as far as Tazfbifh and

3 iﬂ- Kings XI 94
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Opbir. Tarfbifl 1s tranflated Carthage,
in the Septuagint; by fome it is fup-
poled to be Tarteflus in Spain; others
place it in the Indies, beyond the
Ganges.—And as to Ophir, whether it
be imagined to be Zephala, or Cephala,
in Africa, toward the Cape of Good-
Hope, or Ceylon, or Sumatra, or even
i America, as fome have been of
opinion, all agree that it muft have
been in fome very diftant part of the
world ; and wherever 1t was, the traffic
and dealings which the Ifraelites had

there, afforded a great opportunity
to the Heathens to become inftruéted

in the knowledge of Gop and of true
Religion,
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F o ]

The hike Effects from the SEPARATION of
the TEN TRIBES.

THE divifion of the ten tribes, after
the death of Solomon, and the ere€tion
of the kingdom of Ifrael;, - diftinét
from that of Fudab, with the many
leagues and wars which thefe two
mighty kingdoms had with the kings
of Egypt, and Syria, and Babylon, and
with othcr wations, could not but
exceedingly conduce to the divalging
of the true religion in the world, and
give opportunity to the prophets to
declare their prophecies, and work
their miracles among the Heathen ; as
we find 1n many 1inftances, they did.
And the captivity of the Fews, for .
feventy years in Babylon, made their
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relision to be almoft as well known
there, as 1n Ferufalem 1tlelf.

During the captivity, Fehoiarim
was reconciled to the king of Babylon,
and 1n great favour with him. “ His
“ throne was fet above the throne of
“ the kings that were with him 1n
“ Baoylen.,” ‘The Fews were com-
manded to take wives for them, and

for their {ons, that they might be
« increafed there, and not dimi-
“ nithed ;" and they were not only
confiderable for their number, but
were in great efteem, and in places of
oreat -honour and truft; and their
religion was extolled and recommended
by public edicts to all under that vaft
empire.  The almighty power of
God was mamfefted by Miracles, and
by the interpreiation of Dreams and
Piophecies; his name, his majefty, and
honour were acknowledged, and pro-
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claimed, i the moft public and

folemn manner, throughout all the
Babylomian empire, at the command
of princes who were idolaters, ‘and
who were compelled to do fo by the
convictions of their own coniciences,
wrought 1n them by the 1refiftible
power of God.*

Dantel had acquainted Cyrus (as
Tofepbus fays) with the prophecy of
Jfaiab, in- which he was, fo long
before, mentioned &y name. However,
the Lord ftirred up the fpirit of Cyris,
by this, or by fome other means, to
accomplith the prophecy, which he
had made both by Jfaiab and Feresmich
concerning the reftoration of the %ews,
after a captivity of feventy years: and
Cyrus fent forth his proclamation,
declaring that he had received his
kingdom from Gop, with a charge

* Dan, 1. 11, 1v, &c¢.
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to rebuild the temple at jerufalem.
And this decree of Cyrus was rein-

forced by Darius and Ariaxerses*
Now fo many feveral decrees put
forth in favour of the religion of the
“ews, with the miraculous power and
wifdom which gave occafion to them;
—the advancement of Danie/ and
others, with the long life and conti-
nuance of Daniel in that power and
efteem, muft leave all the Ealtern
parts of the world without excufe,
that were not converted to the know-
ledge and worthip of the true Gob.

* Fzra Vie vils



SECTION IX,

a—

Scaeaon)

The fame Lffects from the RESTORITION,
after the CAPTIVITY.

AS the ten tribes were carried away
captive before the others; fo, upon
the reftoration of the tribes of JFudak
and Benjamin, all but a few, 1n com-
parifon of the other tribes, remained
in the places of their captivity :—and
many of thole two tribes alfo chofe
rather to continue 1n Babylon, than
forfake the pofieflions which they
enjoyed there. It 1s {uppofed that
not much more than half of them
returned: and there were afterwards
three celebrated untverfities of the
Fews in the Babvlmifh terntories, be-
[ides fcveral other places, famous for
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learning.—The %ews- relate, that the
_ten tribes were carried away not only
‘into Media and Perfia, but into the

northern countries beyond the Bof
poorus; and by fome authors they are
found even inTartary. The Odomantes,
a people of Thrace, were circumcifed,

and the {choliaft of Ariffophanes*
fays, that they were reported to be

Fews. In procels of tume they went
as far as China,

The conquefts of Cyrus opened
a great correfpondence between the

nations of the world : and his parti-
cular favour to the Fews made them
to be much taken notice of by other
nations. Itisobfervable, that after the

captivity the Jews were never given
to idolatry. And though they were
before too much addicted to it, yet this

* Acharnens. At 1. Scen. 4
VOL. I S
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gave occafion to PropuErcies and

MiracLES, to withdraw them from
it :—which, with the judgments of
God that befel them for their i iniquities,

gave continual manifeftations to the
world of the truth of their religion,

When the ten tribes were carried
from Samaria, and ftrange nations
were tranfplanted thither 1n their
room, God ftill would not {fuffer his
name and worfhip to be quite ne-
gleted and forgotten amongft them,
and they were compelled to fend for

a prieft back again, to teach them the
fear of the Lord.* |

And after the taking of Terufalem.
by Nebuchadnezzar, and the death of

Gedaliah, who was fet over them that

were left behind in the land of Fudab,
all the people that were not -before

* i1 Kings xvil,



[ 203 ]
carried to Babylon, fled into Egype;
Yeremiah being forced along with
them ; who there prophefied againft
Egypt, foretelling its deftruction by
the Babylonians,* and at laft {uffered
martyrdom.— Their going 1nto Eg yps
at all was indeed contrary to the
word of the Lord by Yeremiab ; but
the providence of God fo ordered
things, that Jeremiah thould be car-
ried thither with the reft, to bear
witnefs againft their wickednefs and
ob{’cinaéy .+ and to denounce fevere

judgmenii{, Gpon them and the Egyp-

tians, in whom they placed their cor=-
fidence, rather than in the living Gop;

and then to dic in teftimony of the
truth of what he had delivered.

So well known was the God of

Jfrael and his worfhip among the
nations, that Cyrus and Darius defired

&

* Jer, xliii.
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the prayers and facrifices of the Fews,
in behalf of themielves and of their
kingdoms. Alexander the Great, Pto-
lemy Philadelpbus, Auguftus, Tiberius,
and Vitellius fent viGims to be facri-
ficed at the temple of Ferufulem.*

The Fews conttantly oftered facrifices
“and prayers for the kings and emperors
under whom they lived, and for their
allies and confederates; and it was

moreover expeted  of them :—for
the omiffion of this, contrary to their

known and approved cuftom in all
former times  wns {he thing which
haftened their final deﬁru&xon by the

Romans.

¢ Philo and ] ofephus.



SECTION X

Loncluding PARTICULARS as to the
CONDITION of the FEwWS.

THE favour fhewn to the Fews,
and the honours paid to their religion,
among the greateft and moft illuftrious
charalters of the world, were very
remarkable. But the hand of pro-
vidence was confpicuoufly difplayed
in every thing which concerned them:
and, without doubt, they were made
ufe of as inffruments of Gob'’s defigns
and purpoles, for the promotion of
his name among the Heathen; and
for the advancement of that great
fcheme of man’s SaL7aTION, Which
an due time was to be announced to

the world.—T'o this end the mulitary

difpofitions and atchelvements of the
s 2
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areateft conquerors were made fubfer-
vient ; and the tranfaCtions of mighty

Emrires had a like neceffary connec-
tion with the people of God.

The courfe of Alexander’s victories
was fo unexpelted, fo fudden, and
every way fo wonderful, that it alarmed
the world : and no man can believe
that this was defigned by providence
only to gratify the ambition and
vanity of a rafh youth ; butrather to
open a way of communication between

the feveral parts of the earth, to the
benefit of mankind, in the improve-
ment of all ufeful knowledge. And
when this work was done, he was no
longer the fame perfon he had been

before, but foon refigned his conquefts
with his life,

It 15 obfervable, that Alexander was
exceedingly addicted to learning, that.
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he had philofophers with him, and
defigned to introduce the Greck tongue
by his conquefts, and eftablith it, as
the univerfal language.—~When he
left the mother and children of Dariug
at Sufa, he took care to appoint them
inftruttors 1n #bis tongue. He eredted
above feventy cities among the bar-
barous nations, mixing Greeks with
the natives ; and ordered thirty thou-
fands boys to be educated in the
Greek learning.—A happy prepara-
tion this—for the rapid furtherance of
religious knowledge, by means of
tvat language, mto which the fcrip-
tures were {oon aftér to be tranflated,

Alexander is reported to have gone
to the temple at Ferafalem, and offered
facrifice ; and to have been mightily
encouraged in his enterprife againft
Perfia, bv the prophzcy of Daniel :
he remitted the tribute of every feventh
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year, in which, by their law, they
were obliged not to fow their ground ;
which was afterwards remutted to
them likewife by the Romans: he
oranted to the jfews, who in great
numbers enlifted themfelves in his
army, the free exercile of their reli-
- gion ;—and thofe of Sanballat’s fac-
tion, who followed him 1nto Egypt, he

placed in that part of Egypr called
Thebais.

 When Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus,
took Ferufalem, he tranfplanted. the
Fews into Egypl, putting many of
them into his garrifon, and allowing
~ ¢hem equal privileges with the Mace-
donians 5 by which encouragement,
many, befides thofe whom he tranf-
ported, voluntarily went to dwell
there. And beyond the fignal favours
and honours beftowed upon the Fews,
by Ptolemy Philadelpbus (who likewile
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caufed the holy fcriptures to be
tranflated into the Greek tongue),

Scleycus Nicamor granted them the
freedom of Antioch, and of the cities

which he had founded in Afis, and
the Lower Syria; and thefe privileges

remained to them till the time of
Fofephus, after all that they had done
to deferve being deprived of them.

Antiochus the Great fent forth his
letters and edits, which are to be
feenin Fofephus, in favour of the Fewws,
more efpecially in what related to
their religious worfhip. And Selexcus,
fon to this Antiochus, after his father’s
example, out of his own revenues,
bore the coft belonging to the facri-
fices.* Antiochus Epipbanes himfelf at
laft, under the avenging hand of God
upon him for all his impious cruelties,

acknowledged himfelf punithed for

%* 11, Mace, 11, 3.
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his facrilege, and other mifchiefs
committed at Jferafalem*

Antiochus Piys, when he befieged
Jerufalem, not only granted a truce
for feven days, during the < feaft of
“ Tabernacles,” but fent rich and
noble prefents for facrifices; and a
peace being concluded upon honour-
able conditions, with regard particu-
latly to religion, Fobannes Hyrcanus
accompanied Antiochus in his Parthian
expedition ; and the  feaft of Pente-

« coft” falling the day after the
fabbath, Antiochus fropped his army
thofe two days, for the fake of the
Fews,

The fufferings and martyrdoms

under the Maccabees, and the refolu-
tiont and conftancy which they fhewed
upon all occafions, in defence of their

* 1. Macc. vi. 12, 13, and it. Macc, i1x. 17,
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religion, tendered the ¥ews renowned
over all nattons: and befides, their
conquefts were very confiderable, and
the advantages very great, which ac-
crued to religion by reafon of them.

The temple built by Sanballas for
Manaffes, who had married his daugh-
ter, was an occafion of the Samaritans
leaving their falfe Gods.—The zeal too
of the Scribes and Pharifees, though
they were hypocrites, exceedingly con-
duced to the extenfion of their religion;
for they ¢ compafled fea and land to
“ make one profelyte.” They taught
the neceflary points of doctrine, though
in hypocrify, and with the mixtures
of fuperftition.—In fhort, the Fews
were diuperfzd over all the world;
but chiefly feated themielves in Rome,
Alexandria, and Antioch, the three
principal cities of the empire ; n.all
which they had great and peculiar
privileges ; and in  Alexanaria they



P o212 }

had magiftrates of their own, - and
lived under a peculiar government by
themielves.—Never had any other
nation fuch a variety of changes and
revolutions to mix them with the
reft of the world; and never were
any people {o induftrious, zealous, and

fuccefsful in the propagatlon of their
religion,

They had their Profeuche, and
their fynagogues for divine worthip,
and for reading and explaining  the
feriptures ; which men of all religions.
were admitted to hear, in all places
wherever they dwelt; and in Egyps
they had a temple like that at Yeru-
Jalem, built by Orias, which drew
mighty numbers of Fews thither, and
continued for the fpace of three hun-
dred and forty-three years, till the
deftrultion of Jerufalem by Titus;
and 1n the fynagogues the fcriptures
were read 1n the Gresk tongue, which
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was the moft univerfal language then
in the world.—Some have affirmed,
that as much of the {criptures as was

written 1n Solomon’s time, was then
tranflated into the Syriac tongue ; and
there 1s little doubt but that at leaft
part of the bible was tranflated into
Greek, before the time of Alexander

the Great: but the verfion of the
Septnagint became foon difperfed into
all hands, which was made at the

command of Prolemy Philadelphys ;
to whom lkewife, and his father,
Ariftobulns dedicated an expofition of
the law of Mofes, |

By all thefe means vaft multitudes
of Profclytes were made to the Fewifh
religion 1n all parts of the world.
What numbers there were at Reme
of this religion, we know from the
Roman poéts and hiftorians, ahd we
have as good evidence of its extending
itfelf in other places. “Not to mention

VOL. I, T
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particular perfons of the greateft note
and eminence, nor particular cities,
as Damafcus, where it more efpecially
prevailed; it is evident what numbers
of perfons in all nations profefied this
religion, from the incredible treafures

found by Craffus in the temple of
Ferufalen ; being ten thoufand talents s
equal to above two millions of our
motey, amaffed there by the fums of
gold fént from all places by the Fews,
and fuch as became profelytes to their
religion. In fhort, the Fews were
every where difperfed, and every where
gained men over to their religion g
another proof of which may be had
from the great numbers affembled at
their Paffovers, and at the feaft of
Pentecoft © out of every nation under
“ heaven.”

Thus mightily prevailed the reli-
gion of the Hebrews, till their city



[ 215 ]
and temple, by a divine vengzance,
as Fofepbus often confeffes, was de-
ftroyed ; and the law itfelf, with the
utenfils of the temple, was carried away
by Titus among the {poil in triumph.
And when the Jewifh religion had its
full period and accomplifhment, the
Chriftian Religion, which fucceeded in
the room of 1t, and was prefigared by
it, foon fpread itfelf into all corneys
of the earth, and 1s at this day
preached among all nations,

s,

SECTION XL

el

__-—

Of Memarials, and Remembrances, of TRUE
RELIGION among the HEATHEN,

IT may gratify the purpofes of |
curiofity and enquiry, as well as.
fupply ufeful evidences 1n fupport of
the holy Scriptutes, to confider fome’
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of the memorials of #7#¢ religion; as,
by one means or other, they have
made their way into the traditions of
the Heathen, and ftill appear upon
their records.—This is a fubjet
which might be carried to a great
extent, and accordingly has been con-
fidered very copioufly, by many able
writers.* A few particulars may here
be noticed :—as that, the formation
of the earth out of a chaos, is men-
tioned by the moft ancient Phaenician,
Fgyptian, Indian and Greek Hifto-
nans; the very names of A4dam and
Eve by Sanchoniathon and others ; the
longevity of the Antediluvians by
berofus, Manetho, and others: Maimo-
ides takes notice that the hiftory of
Adam, of Eve, of the Tree, and of
the Serpent were extant among the

i_clolatrous Indians in his time.  1n the

- ¥ Seen particular Mr, Bryant’s great work,
his ¢ Mythology.”
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Greek and Latin hiftorians we almioft
every where meet with the favage life
of the Giants, mentioned by Aofes :
and it is remarkable, that the memory

of almoft all nations ends in the
‘hiftory of the Deluge. The flood of

Noagh, with the Ark and the Dove
were generally taken notice of by
Heathen hiftorians. T'wo of every

kind of animals entering into the ark,

are mentioned by Lucian himfelf, as
a tradition of the ancient Grecians.
The account of the flood of Dexcalion
was plainly tranferibed from that of
Noab.—Under the hiftory of the firft
and fabulous fhip Argo, appears to be
concealed the real hiftory of the Ark,
—The building of Babel 1s noticed
by Abydeinss; the burning of Sadois
by Diodorus Siculus and others ; feveral
particylars of the hiftory of the
family of Abrabam, and the reft of
the. Patriarchs, by Berofius, and others.
T 2
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Many particulars alfo of the life of
' Mofes appear 1n feveral ancient writers;
divers actions of David and Soloimgn
in the Phenician annals; fome of
Elyal’s are preferved by Menander, and
confefled by Fulian himfelf. To which
may be added, that the word Ysve is a
plain depravation of the term Yehovah.
—Mofes 15 faid to have received his
laws from the God ¥so, which is ano-
ther variation from the fame, or from

faby -a word often ufed in the old

Teftament.—The term Elelen, fre-
quently to be met with in fongs and

acclamations by the ancients, has a
plain reference to the Hebrew Alleluia,
efpecially with the addition of Yo,
probably the fame as 4, after it.
The Septuagint retains the Hebrew
word Elloulim for Songs or Hymns.—
It appears alfo that there was a gene-
ral obfervation amongft the Heathen

of one day in feven; though length



[ 219 ]
of time and corruption of manners

had greatly obfcured or quite blotted
out the remembrance of the original
inflitution: Fo/epbus holds it probable,
that the ancient and moft known
example of Abrabam, gave occafion
to the payment of tythes by the
Greeks, and Romawns, and Cartha-
gimans, as well as by the Phenicians
and Arabiens. In Arobia Felix the
merchants were obliged to carry their
frankincenfe to Ssbota, the capital
city, and there to offer the tythe of it

to their God Sabas, and they were
permitted to fell none till this was

done. §abas probably was a corrup-
tion from Saboth, an ufual attribute
of the true God.—It has been proved
by feveral, and 1s generally agreed by
learned men, that many of the rites
among the Egyptians, were the fame
with thofe appointed by the law of
Mofes, or very like them,  And there:
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can be no reafonable account given of
the agreement of fo many other nations
with the Fews, in their rites and
cuftoms, but that thefe nations, pro-
bably in the days of Selumen, or fome

time after, during the flourithing
ftate of the kingdoms of Fudab and
Ifrael, or perhaps after the captivity,
and fince the difperfion of the Hebrews,
nad conformed themfelves to them,

A tradition of the manner of the
pailage of the Jfraclites through the
Red Sea, was retained among the pef)-
ple of Heliopolis. Pretended Miracles
were fometimes wrought among the
Heathen, by the invocation of the
God of dbraham, Ifaac, and Facod ;
and thefe and other Hebrew names, as
Sabaoth, and Adonai, were cominonly
ufed by the Gentiles in their incanta-
tions and exorci{ms, which they re-
tained by tradition, though they knew
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riot the meaning nor original of them,
‘The names of Seraphim and Cherubim,
of Michael, and Gabriel, were alfo ufed
to the like purpofes, as Pfelfus fays in
his expofitions of Zoroaffer’s oracles.

On the coaft of Guinea there is a kind
of trial by a bitter water,* like the
trial of jealoufy enjoined by the law
of Mufes, and feemingly a remainder
of 1t.—In the adjacent countries, they
circumcife their children, and reft one
day 1n feven;t though without any

fenfe of God, or of his worfhip,—
In the kingdom of Kachemire] are

feveral marks of judaifn.§—One who
relates that circumcifion, the water
of jealoufy, and other rites, are in ufe
with the inhabitants of the gold coaft
of Guinea, fays that feveral Europens

affert, that the Negrogs fll retain

* Dampier’s Voyage. v. 2.
+ Varenius, de divers. Gent. Rel.
t Bern. memoir, tom. 4.
§ Bofman, lett, 10, 11, 12,
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many laws and cuftoms which favour
of Suddifin, and acknowledges that
there are divers other ufages among
them which feem the fame in effect,
as well as in name, with fuch as occur
in the old Teftament: :—among the reft,
the pratice of marrying the deceafed
orother’s wife, acccording to’the well-
known cuftom ‘in the Jewith Law.

Thofe who firft travelled into China,
found Hebrews there, who called
themfelves Jiaelites, but knew :not
the name of Yews. They were dif-
‘perded ip divers .provinces, and read
the Pentateuch in the Hebrew tongue,
without -points,~~The obfervation of
New Moons, years of Fubilee, and
and Circumcifion, was found among
the Americans, and aninfinite number
of ceremonies and cuftoms (fays
Acofta) which refembled the ancient
law of Mofes. They had likewife a
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tradition of Noah’s flood, Hornius
acknowledges that the name of Fofeph
was 1n ufe among the Awmericans, and

that they frequently mentioned the
word Alleluia in their {ongs, and ufed
circumcifion; and he fhews, that in
their feveral languages . they have
many words from the Phewician or
Heorew tongue., The people of
Bengal yetained the name of Adam
and in Madagafcar they had the names
of Adam, Eve, and Nozh.—So that
there is no nation but. has fill had
fome memorials of revealed Religian.
And it has been thewn by both ancient
and modern authors, that the Philo-
fophers had generally fome knowledge
of the religlon of the Hebrews, that
the Brachmans allo of India were not
unacquainted with 1t, and that the
laws of the wifeft Heatien nations were
taken from the laws of Mpfes.—All
which would have appeared in many
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more ‘and plainer inftances, if the
Greeks had been more ingenuous and
fincere ; if 1t had not been their cuftom
to derive the names of places from

fome ftory of their own invention ; if
plagiartfm had not been fo general a
practice among them ; and if in their
hiftories' they had .not changed the-

names of perfons and places to conceal
their thefts.*

¥ See hkewife concerning the oriental
Trinties, in Mr. Maurice’s Indian -anti-
quities, now publithing, |
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