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"TITANKS GIVING ERMON.

ISATAH 1. 19, 20,

IF YF BE WILLING AND OBEDIENT, YE
SHALIL EAT T'HX, GOOD OF THE LAND :
BUT IF YE RETUSE AND REBEL, YE
SHALL BE DEVOURED WITH THE
SWORD; FOR THL MOUTH OF THE
LORD HATH SPOXEN IT.

HAT was fpoken by the prophets to the an-
cient peopic of God,is written for our ule,
that we, through the warnings of fcnpture, mlght
be moved with fear ; 5 and, threugh the comiorts of
fcripture, might have hOpe
cUR rclation to God, as a people redeemed by
his hand and preferved b) his care, as a people en-
joying his oracles and protefling obedience to his
laws, is fo fumilar to theirs, that we may juitly ap-
ply to ourlelves what was here {poken to them.
] 1{1311 theretore confider my text in accommodati-
on to cur own cafe : and {hall oblerve,

I. ‘That the land, in which we are placed, is a
rood land @ oand,
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11, "That our enjoyment of the good of the land de-
pends on our cbedicnecto God,

L Ttmay as truly be faid of us, as of ancient Jjrael,
that God has given us a gosd land.

wi lately thought it worth defending by our
arms : it is {tll worth fecuring by our wvirtue.

1T 1s an extenfive land.  Few empives on the
globe are fo large, as the territory claimed by thefe
ftates. It will admit a valt increafe of numbers ;
and probably diftant generations will not find them-
{elves ftraitened for room.

IT 1s A plegfant and fruitfil land.  As it lies in
the midft of the temperate regions, no part of it is
afflicted with intolerable heat, or rendcered uninha-
bitable by eternal frofts and fnows. Wit proper
culture it yields us, not only the necefiaries, but the
delicacies of life, in fuch plenty and variety, that we
need to be but little indebted to forcign trade. ,

GREATER induftry may be neccflary here, thanin
fome other climes : but this is no unfavourable cir-
cnmitance ; for induftrv contributes to hcalth, vir.
tue, freedom and fecurity.

WITH regard to commeree, nature has given us e-
very advantage that can be withed. We have an
extenfive coaft, convenient harbours, naviruble bavs
and rivers, materials of all kinds for ﬂnppm , A rich
and inexhauitible fithery, and a variety of ¢xporta.
ble producu, which may be exchanced for the riches
of other climes. Late expericnee fhews, that we
are In greater dancer from the cxa'/, than from the
want of commerce. Moderate trade contributes 1o
polith and enrich a penple 5 but when it is carried
beyond its proper limits, it produces contrary et-
fetts, diflipution, poverty and vice.
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Turrs is a beaithful land.  Thofe direful peftilen-
¢es, which have ravaged otber countries, are un-
known herc. A confiderable proportion of the peo-
ple live to old age ; fewer diein infancy thanin moft
Furopean nations: Our natural increafe is fuppo-
fed to double our numbers as often as oncein twen-
ty five _years.

1T is a land of /iderty, and has been fo, with little
interruption, from the days of our fathers.

THE royal charters firfl oranted to the American
colonics, particularly to thofe of New Lngland, were
of the 4t liberul kinc, and tully egreeable to their
views and withes. No ¢ ttcmptb hitherto mmade, to
fubvert our liberties, has been fuecefsful. They wilk
probably be preferved, until the people themfclves,
funk in viceand corruption, deftroy them with their
own hinds. How near we are to this fatal period,
Hecaven knows !

tiE freedom of thefe céTonies was firft invaded
by Jarzs II, who, with a defign to eftablith an ab-
folute monarchy, feized their charters,together with
thofe of the corporations in I'ngland. But by the
revolution which teok place on the acceflion ofthe
prince of Oranre to the throne, the freedom both of
Britain und America was reftered and cltablifhed.

1THE late encroachments ot the Britith court on
cur charter-rirhts awakenad a iuft and general con-
cern.  Though we were bar an infunt pcople, and
our enemies were an ancicat, rizh end powerful na-
tion, ve ventured to refill ) ioir claims 3 and, by a
ferics of wondortul intevpotidons, our refiftance de-
teated (hedr defiong, sndterminaced in the eftablifh-
ment of our indenendcnce.

vi are now under a government of sir own frams
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g and chuding. here Lo perkLaps fearcely another
iftance of tis Kind on varth, It is privilege,
which few natinus ever enjoy, and which the fanmie
nation probably can never cnjoy more than once.

MaNY of the governments, now fubiifling in the
world, were eitablithed by the conquering arms ot
a powcrful invader 5 fome were introduced by the
ufurpation of princes ; others have been fixed in
confequence of a civil war, in which one party pre-
vailing has by arins given law to the reft.  Govern-
ments, which owe their exiitence to fuch a birth,
muft, you know, In their very nature, be fyranitics,
'The Britifb conftitution was lettled in a more liber-
al manner, by an explicut compact between i
king, the hereditary nobles and the reprefentatives
of the people 5 and it is undoubtedly more favour-
able to liberty, thun moit otier forms of yovernicnt
in Europe. But the conilitution of theife flates,and
particularly of fhis, was framed and raufied in 2
manner {tilt more liberal. 1t is not, in any fenfe
whatever, a compact between thie rulers and the
people ; but it is a folemn, explicit agreement of
the pcople among themelves. It was conftructed
by a convention of wife men, whom the people de-
puted folely for that purpefe, and whe, at that time,
could have no fhare, and no appearaice of a tuture
fnare in the government they were framing. It was
then remitted to the people at large, and competent
time allowed for their dcliberate examination and
difcuffion ; and it was finally adopted and confirm-
ed in confequence of their general approbation. So
happily was it adjulted to the views of the people,
.t 2 time when the fpirit of liberty was at the height,
shat 1ot a/ingle article was found In the whale, but
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what met the approbation of more than; fwo thirds
of the inhabitants aflembled in the feveral towns.to
give their voices.upon it. It is thereforein the moft
abiolute fenfe, THE CONSTISTUTION QF THE
PI.OPLL ; and, in this. view, it is morg facred than
.my form of government in Europe. Being framéd
by the people, it never ought to be changed.or -al-
tered without their general confent frirly atked,and
freely given,  There may undoubtedly be defefts in
it : nothing humartis perfe¢t : but ftill it is egr énun 5
not unpofed but cbzyen. And whatever imperfec-
tions attend it, yet it is acknowledged by all; to-be
formed on the higheft principles of liberty,. The
acsniniftration of it is committed to then appointed
by, and from among ourfelves ;.to men whoare fre-
qucntlv to return to private life ; to men who -are
fubjeét to the fame laws and burthens, which they
impofc on their fellow citizens.. ‘I'he people have
it in their power always to influence the meafures of
government by petition and inftrufiians, and often to
change their rulers by new eleéttons.- Nations, whofe
government is abfolute, may be under the fad ne-
ccllity of fubmitting to oppreflion, or.of repelling it
by force.  This is a dreadful akternative, and ufually
terminates in the increafe of the evil. . We are une
¢ fuch ncceflity, Our goveminent is fo cona
ftituc 4, that publick opprefiions may be foon re-
moved without force, either by remonfirances againft
the meafurcs of rulers, or by a cbange of the rulers
themfelves.
vou will atk, ¢ What if our new-chofen rulers
purfue the meaf ures of the former ?* In this calecane
dour will lead us to fufpe&, that pofibly.. 2bey::ma
Jud;e better than see.  If éhc.r meafurgs meet wi
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3eneml approbation, the few who are diffatisfied
muft fubmit, until, by fpeaking and publithing their
fentiments, they can give general conviction. 1f we
fhould ever be fo unhappy as to fall under a fucce/-
fion of wicked rulers, we muft cenfure our i/l chaice.
.We have ftill wife and good men among us It the
time fhould come, when there is-not a man to be
found, who will execute judgment, and feek the.

truth, "how will God pardon us for this ! Nothing, .

but immediate reformation, ean prevent the fatal
confequences.of fuch woful depravity.. TFhefe fol.
low by a. divine cftabh{hmént, and it is not in the
‘power of human governmem,m guard againft them.

PERHAPs it will be atked;” ¢ Is there no cafe in
shich a:pesple may refift government ?* Yes, there
is one fuch.cafe ; and- that is;, when rulers u/furp a
power gpprgjfivé to the pesple, and continue to fup-
port it by military force in-contempt of every re/pec?-
Ful remonftrance. ln this cafe the body of the peopls
have a natural right to unite their ftrength' for the
reftoration of their own' conflitutionaf government’.
And, for the fame reafon, it a part of tlie people at-
temptby arms to controul or fubvert the govern-
ment, the rulers, who are the guardians of the con-
ﬁirutxon have a right tocall in the aid of the people
to prote& it, If the people may ufe force to fup-
prefs an armed w/urpation of unconftitutional autho-
rity, rulers may, on the fame principle, ufe force to
{upprefs an armed infurretion againft conftitutional
authority.. .

civiL liberty is a very valuable blefling. It was
the profefled object of the late dangerous war.  Itis
{ecured to us, as far as fuccefs in the profecution of
- the.war, wifdom in the fettlement of the peace, and
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dchb«.rat,on 1n fl amm;, our gox ernment could fe.
cure it.  Our own virtue and prudence, under PIoe |

f

vidence, muit do the reft. . .
ri1ls is a land; not only of civil, but relzgtom h- |
berty. The enjoyment of gofpel-privileges was a. |
grand motive with our anceltors to centerprife  on,. |
cmigration to this. diftant world. ‘They brought |
withthem the facred feriptures, early formed churche:|
es for divine worthip,diligently inftructed their chil.|
dren in the knowledge of religion, erected private [
{chools for their education, an.d as foon as the a-.
bilities of the country would permit, they eftablifhed l
larger feminaries, in which youth mxght be tramed’
up tor publick employments, efpecially for the mi- /
mﬂry, that this important office 1n1ght not becomc
ufclefs and contemptible by falling into the hunds(;
of illiterate men. Care was taken to fecure to the,
churches the privilege of chafing their own tea: hers,; .
and of worthipping God according to the ditates
of their own gonfciences ; a privilege which thefe.
churches now poflefs in the ampleft manner, and’
which is happily confirmed by the civil government.
under which weare placed. “In confequence of the,
pious zcal of our {athers, we ftill, through the divine.
goodncfs, enjoy the gofpel of the Rcdwmer, and the
offers and wmcans of cternal falvation. The word
of God is difpenfed, his ordinances adminiftred, his.
fabbaths continued, churches arc maintained and
religious worfhip pzciel ved in them, and, we have
reafon to hope, that the gracious mhuulas of the.
divine fpirit, are not wholly withdrawn, but are ftill.
vouchfafed to render the gofpel fuccefsful.
1s any thing now wanting tomake thisa good litnd 2
Nothing but our own virtue and w 1fdom n tae
improvement of thef¢ advantares, ,
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ra1s thought naturally introduces our other ob-
fervation,
- II. Fhat our enjoyment of the good of this land de-
* pends on our ebedience to God. o
- External advantages, without wifdom and virtue
to apply-them, will make neither a people, nor a
perfon happy. A man, furrounded with all the
means of wealth, will be indigent, if he knows not
how to ufe them. One poflefled of the ampleft for-
tune, without a capacity to enjoy it, will fuffer all
the miferies of real poverty. The beft natural con-
ft.tution of body will foon be ruined by exceflive
indulgence. So a people, bleft with all imaginable.
circumftances of national felicity, may be enflaved,
and even deftroyed by their own vices and follies.
There is 2 conneton between virtue and happi-

nefs ;3 between vice and wretchednefs, in {ocial as
well as private life.  From the juftice and goodnefs
of the fupreme Guvernour, we may naturally con.
clude, that he will prote&t and profper a virtuous
people, while he leaves corrupt and irreclaimable
nations to fuffer the fatal efleéts of their own per-
‘wverfenefs. This natural conclufion from the divine
charater is confirmed by the declarations of fcrip-
ture, and - the ufual courfe of providence. The
threatning and the promife in our text are moft ex-
plicit and peremptory ; and to give them the great-
er folemnity, it is added, The mouth of the Lord hath

.

Spoken them. |
1T will be proper for us particularly to’confider,
what thofe virtues are, on which our natiqnal hap-
pinéfs -principally depends.
1. Thefirft thing that here meets our theughts is
internal peace and union.
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cax 2 man be happy, whofe breaft is the feat of
contending pdiﬁons ¢ Can a family pro.per, who 8
members continually oppots and couniteract eacitv-
ther ? Can the harvelts oi your ficids ftand fccu. € a-
midit a war of contlicting clements —No more can-
a nation flourith, while it is diftracted with inteitine
broils. ‘Lvuy kxn rdom divided againft itieltis bro’t
to delolation.” A imall people united will beitrong
and refpectable ¢ the largelt community broken
and disjointed becomes impotent and contemptible,
It was our unionin the late war,thatgave us itrength
to bear up againit the power of a fuperiour enemy.
Had we been divided, we muit have fallen. The
union, which was neceﬂary to an effectual defence,
is ftill neceflary to our enjoying the good of the land.

IT 1s not uncommon, that when the burthens arie...
fing from a long war prefs hard on a people, and
the terrour of the invading cnemy, which for a
while animated and united them, is intirely remove
ed, they lofe their patriotick zeal, and fall into dan.
gerous contentions, ‘This is an event which our
enemies preditted for us; which our friends fore-
warned us of; and whxch to cur dxfgracc, we now
begin to realize.

wHATEVER oppreflions we fuffer; or feem to fuf-
fer, our meafures of redrefs muft be only fuch, as
may conlift with our internal peace ; for being ‘dis
vided againft ourfelves, we fhall become an ealy
prey to torelgn 1avaders ; or rather, fhall fall a con.
temptible prey to one another. Contentions, once
begun, may proceed to, we know not what, dreadful
lengths 5 and may terminate in; we know not what,
direful events. While, with 'a watchful eye we
guard againit every real invafion of our rights, we
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vauft place a reafonadle confidence in our rulers, and
{tudy and purfue the things which contribute to
peace, both in our fmallcr focieties, and in the com-
munity at large.

a general ditruft is inconfiftent thh government
and fubverfive of all {ecurity. Confidence joined
with circumfpetion tends both to peace and liber-
ty. lLet not Ephraim envy Judah, nor Judah vex
YXphrain, and their common adverfaries will be re-
moved, N

. 2. In order to our enjoying the good of the Jand,
there muft be mutual ju/tice and benevalence,

Thefe are neceflary tointernal peace, and branches
of the obedience recommended in the text.  Seck
Judgment, relieve the oppreffed, plead for the widow.

- ou firlt obligation to mankind is jufice, This
is rendering to .dll their dues, in oppofition to every
kind of fraud,oppreflion and violence. ‘The great
law, which ought to govern our focial condud, is

20.do to others, as we would, that they fhould doto us ;
20 owe no man any thing, but 1o love one another. This
law, written in the heart, will prompt us to the zo.
duntary exercife of equity, integrity and righteouf-
gels. It is the want of 2)is, that mmakes the cercion
of human government foablolutely neceflary to the
fubfiftence of focicty. ¢ The law is made for the
lawlefs.” Every man can eafily judge of himfelf what
1s right, by afking his own heart, what, in a fimilay
cale, he would expect from another,

OUR next obligation 1s goednefs. The poor we
have always with us : and there are times when their
number is increafed. The late war, as might na.
turally be expecled, has made a confiderable change
of property, It has rcduced many to abfolute po.




Lo .
verty, and others to an incapacity of {uftaining any
great {hare of the common burthen without leaving
thur families to want. Government, at {uch a time,
ought to adjult their demands to the common abil-
ity ; and this, we hope, is their aim, for they bear a
part of the burthen with others. But it fhould be
confidered, that the genera/ rules, by which the
meafures of government mu/! be dire€ted, will often
operate with fome incquality.  'L'his is an unavoidable
imperfetion of human fociety. In fuch cafes, in-
ftead of charging government with cruelty, it would
be proper for the more ftrong to affift the weak,
Bear ye one another’s burthens, fays the law of Chrift,
The law of reafon fays the fame.’

No community ought to leave her prudent and
mduftrious members to ftruggle in vain under an
infupportable load. By mutual fuccour in times of
diftrefs we increafe the common f{trength. Recip-
rocal fupport and proteétion is one end of fociety.
¢ T'wo are better than one, for if they fall, the one
will lift up his feHow ; but wo to him that is alone
when he talleth, for he hath not another to help him
up. And if one prevatl againft him, two fhall withs
ftand him, and a threefold cord is not quickly brok-
en.’

A community, in which an oppofite {pirit prevails,
cannot be h'lpp\' Mutual traud, injultice and op-
preflion caufe perpetual animoﬁ*tiea, and frequent
litigations, difcourage induftry and enterprize, def-
troy all confidence, and obitruct every meafure pro-
pofed for the common godd.

3. The happinefs of a pcople fartlier depends on
mduftry and frueality.

vt though a good laud, will not fuppert ve iy
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idlenefs and profufenefs, 1f it would, it maft foon
ceafe to-be a good land. Ina country, where every
‘man couid grow rich with little labour, almoft ¢very
man would 1n fa&t be poor ; for there being no fpur
to induftrv and few examples of it, the body of the
people would fink intoidlenefs, luxury and wretched-
nefs.  All the wealth, and all the power would be
engrofled by the provident and cnterprizing few.
The reft would be flaves, or little iuPulour.

AT a time like this, when the expenies, incurred
by the late contelt for independence, are lying as a
burthcn on the country, diligence in our callings,
and prudence in our manncr of living, are of pecu-
liar importance. While the objecl of the war ap.-
peared precarious, we thought no facrifice too great
‘to obtain it. Since we have obtained it, let us fub-
mit to fome felf denial, that we may fecure it. Tho’
our burthens are hcaV), yet we may hope, that by
thofe finiies of heaven, which will almns attend a
virtuous people, we fhall foon, in a way of prudence
and induftry, find relief : without sbefe, miracles
could not make us happy. Idlenels and luxury
brings on poverty ; this multiplies the temptations
to injuftice ; injuftice breeds contention, and this
makes confufion and every evil work.

4. Our enjoyment of the good of the land will de-
pend on the regulur adminiftration o, and a peacea-
ble fubmiffion to civil government.

MANKIXD cannot {ubfift without fociety, nor fo-
ciety without government. If there was nc way to
controul the ft‘lﬁ{hﬂefb, check the paflions and ref-
train the vices of men, they would foon become in-
tolerable to each other. Goverminent is the com-
bination of the whole community againft the vices
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of cich member. The defign of it is not meerly, to
provide for general defence againft foreign power,
but to exercife a controul over every individual, to
retlrain him from wrong, and compel him to right,
fo far as the common faféty requires. The iéﬂ:'
form of government will not make a people happy,
without a ju/? adminjfiration of ity and, checrful obe-
dience to it 3 and bbth thefe very much depepd on
the virtue of the people.  'We mufl commit the ad«
miniftration of our government to our wifeft and.
beit men : not to thofe, whom we would not dare to .
truft in our privateaffairs; but to thofe, whofe known
ability and integrity intitle them to our confidence,;
for ¢ he that is faithtul .in the leaft, is-taithful allo
in much; and he that is unjult in the Jeallt, in un-
juflt alfo in muchy” C o

wiLL you think a man capable of being a ‘%'at(,ia\f.'
whom vou fee to be difhoneft, unfaithful, diffolute,
and profanc ? You may as well judge him a faiaz: |
- As well may your charity fend him tq.heaven, as,
your prudence prefer him to be aleader in the affairs
of ftate.  'We muft alfo contribute our aid to car-.
ry into effect the: good Taws of the ftate, efpecially
thofe which relate to virtue and morals. I we dif-
. cover crrours, we muft endeavout to retify them ;
but let us no:, under pretence of redrefling wrongs,

- deftroy what is right ; nor in our zeal toamend the.
ftate, forget to amend ourfelves. The more virtue’

there is among the people, the more there will be a-

mong rulers, becaufe better men, will be cletted to

power ; and they, who are elefted, will be more.

{trongly influenced to a right ufe of their power. It

we indulge in ourfelves the faults that' we condemn

| C

bikas Yilitn 28
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In rulers ; if, while we complain of publick oppref
fion or profuknefs we are prodigal in our expenles,
or unjuit to cur neighbours, we arc grofsly incon-
fiftent. We fhew, how government weounld be ad-
miniftred, if it was committed to oxr hands.

zeaLous for a good government, let us be zcea-
lous of good works, maintain them ourfelves, en-
courage them among others, and, as far as our in-
fluence extends, give eflicacy to wholefome laws,
that they may be a terrour to cvil doers and a pro-
tection to them who do well.

5. Another thing neceffary to our national happi-
nefs is @ diligent attcndance on the inflituted means of
religion.

THE gofpel inculcates thofe virtues, which imme-
diately conduce to publick felicity, fuch as pcace,
jultice, charity, indultry and temperance ; and thiere-
fore our attendance on its inftitutions, which are
defigned for the promotlun of thefe virtues,1s a prin-
cipal mean of narional proiperitv. The obfervance
of fabbaths and of focial worthip is, in this view 5 of
valt importance to fociety, and of ftill higher im-
portance toedch individual in regard to his future
falvation. Tt much concerns us therefere as mem-
bers of civil fociety, and more as chriftians, to main-
tain the publick difpeniation of God’s word and
ordinances, to attend on it ourfclves and encourage
the attendance of others, and to be likemindad one
toward anothcr, that we may with one mind and one
mouth glority God.

6. Aswe wifh to tranfmit to our children the gocd-
nefs of our land, we muft train them up in fuch 1
manner, that the y may be capable of enjoying 1t.

wi have gencrally profefled, that the happinel:
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of pofcrity, rather than our own, was our obje& in
the late war. This was our lerguage, ¢ e pre-
fent gencration will futter much in the conflict 5 -but
we cannot be reconciled to the profpet of leaving
our children flaves. 1% fuffer to purchale freedom
for them ? The war has ended as fuccefsfully as we
wifhed, and we have {uffered no more than we pro-
fefled to exert. It the good of polterity was our aim,
let us not lofe fight ofit now. Let us educate them
in knowledge and virtue, and teach them to be will-
ing and obedient, that they may eat the good of the
land, W hat benefit will all our labours and fufter-
ings in the caule of /iberty tranfmit to them, if we
leave them to grow up flaves to their own lufts and
to the evil manners of the world, and thus to bring
down on themielves the fatal judgments of an an-
gry Deity ? -

roLITICAL liberty depends on national virtue.
Prevailing vice fooner or later introduces national
flavery, Under almoft any form of government a
virtuous people will be frece and happy. But a peco-
ple funk in corruption muft be wretched. Their go«
vernment, however liberal in its principles, will be
fevere in its adminiftration, becaufle they -can fub-
fift under no other. If we would convey to ourchil-
dren the greateft poflible freedom,we muft train them
up in virtuous fentiments and manners.

HAVING illuftrated the obfervations contained in
the text, let us now ferioufly apply them.

we fee what obligations we are under to God for
his gooduefs to our nation ; and how we may enjoy
the continuance of his goodnefs.

ue has placed us in a land of health, plenty, free-
dom and golpel light ; defended us in the enjoy-
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ment of our privileges ; profpered us in a dangerous
war ; granted the fweet return of peace 5 allowed

us the independence which we fought ; fettled us
under a govérnment of our own chuf) fing ; given us
abundance of health ; made the feafons puuh:‘.ﬂ)
favourable for feveral years, and elpecially in the
vear paft, and finiled on all thelabours of our hands,
* 1T becomes us, under a thoughtful fenfe of his
- great goodnefs, to praife and exalt his name, and to

refolve that our future conduct fhall be correfpon.
dent with our prefent profeflions of gratitude. ¢ Thoy
who offer praife glority God , dlld to them who ore.
der their converfation aright, ¢ he will fhew his fal-
vation.’

LET us, a3 becomes a people profefling their de-
pendence on God, deeply humble ourfelves for our
fins. "One pr1nc1pal defign “of hlb roodnefs 1s, to
lcad us to repentance.

LET the refltoration of peace, after a bloody and.
diftrefling war, influence us to peace and union a-
mong ourfelves:  1low provnl\m ~in the fight of
the God of peace, would be inteltine divifions and
amnoﬁtxcb, after fuch recent experience of the cala-
mit.es of war, and of the divine goodnefs in our de-
fiverance ! Would he not be angry with us, till he
had conlumed us ?

nor the Lounty of our divine Benelactor, in fup-
plying our various wants, excite us to do ;jood Lo
the necdy. The beft expreifion of gratitudeto God,
is an imitation of his buuﬁuncc We ticto oLu’
the facritice of praife continually, and dpecially to
do good and communicate, for with fuch fucritices
Le o bedl pleaded,
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t.r1 us ule the bounties of lia providence with
temperanee and moderation,  "Tlis is a moral duty
at all timey 5 i is a political duty atfuch a time as
this.  Ascluiftians we are required to be temper-
ate in all things, and with quictuels to work the
thing that is good, that we'may cat our own bread,
and have to give to thofe who needs  As members
of fociety we are now uunder additional obligations
to mduftry and fobricty, that we may rclieve our-
fclves and our country from the peculiar burthens of
plic day, and may enjoy the good of the land.

1.1 us remember our oblizations to God forcon-
tinuing to us his glovious golpel, and pray tor its ge-
neral {uceels, and for a diviae power to accompany
1t 1n our own fouls. | |

LET us attend on the inflituted worfhip of God,
culiivate peace in the religious focieties of which
we are members, and avoidall fuch divifions as tend
to obilruct the influence of the gofpcl and to defeat
the end for which churches are formed. .

Ler us bring up our children in the knowledge,
~and inculeaic on them the duties of religion, teache
ing them to deny ungodlines and worldly lufts, and
to live foberly, righteoufly and pioufly in the world,
and thus to look for the blefled hope which the gof-
pel fets before then.

woRLDLY profperity, however defircable, 1s not
an object ol the firft 1mportance.  'We are foon to
quit this mortal ftate; let us be chiefly folicitous to
lecure atitle to a Letter country.

wg have here no continuing city.  In a {few days
we fhall make our final remove, and another fet of
mortals will fucceedinourplaces. Lveryycar makes
coufiderable changes 5 a few years produce vaft al
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terations in the inhabitants of this dying world,
"Though the palt year has been generally healthtul,
yet the number of deaths in this fociety has been
greater than ufual.

coD’s providence uttcrs a warning voice to people
of every aje.

CHILDREN and youths are folemnly warned of
their mortality, and urged to give an immediate at.
*ention to their everlafting concerns.  Let this day,
e with you, my children, not a day of thoughtlefs
levity, wanton mirth and wild diflipation ; but a day
of {erious recollc&tion, fervent prayer, and humble
dedication of yourfelvesto God.  'While you praife
him jor his goodnefs in preferving you anocher year,
repent of the fins and follics of the year paft, con-
fecrate your fpared lives to his fervice and enter on
a {peedy preparationfor the changes, that may await
you in the year to come. |

HEADS of families,and perfons in the midft of life,
are taught the uncertaintyof their continuance here,
‘While the death of a neighbour and friend awakens
in our minds a grateful remembrance of God’s fpar-
ing mercy to us and our families, let it alfo imprefs
us with a fenfe of the changes to which we are ex.
poled, and excite a ferious concern to maintain re.
ligion in our hearts, and promote it in our houfcs.

THE aged have been repeatedly warned. My fa.
thers, a greater number of your cotemporaries have
been removed in the year paft, than has becn com.
mon in preceding years.  God’s voice to you is,
Be ye alfo ready. You ftand on the borders of the
eternal world.  Soon you muft go the way, whence
you will not return. \Within the enfuing vear, it
1s prebable, fome of veur fmall number will make
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their laft remove. You ought to examine you?
ftate, to be infltant in prayer, o live in the daily ex-
ercife of faith and picty, and by a holy and blame-
lefs example re:ommend religion to thofe who are
coming after you.  May you, and may weall, wheq
- the time of our departure is come, be able to rejomd.
in the 1cﬂc&10n, that we have finifhed our courfe
well, and in the hope that there is laid vp for us 2
crown of righteoufnefs, |
THIS, thuu;.,h on many accounts a day of rejoices
ing, is, in other refpeds, a day of danger and dark.
nc1~ |
TiE general indifference to the inftituted ordi-
nances of the gofpel, threatens the difcontinuance of
them ; the prevalence of wickednefs forbodes divine
judgments ; and our civil cormmotions and diftura-
bances give caufe to apprchend a troublous fcene
approaching. Should they {pread and prevail fo far
as to involve the ftate in a civil war, what have we
to expect as the confequencu, but general poverty,
bondage and wretchednefs ¢ |
r11aT the peopleare under great burthens, all are
acreed. Whether there arc gricvances, I leave witlh
others to determine. Admxttmw there are, undoubt-
edly there may be methods of ruhefs more fafe, and
more elfectual thanarms. If any ofyou have thought
this a neceflary meafure, T only alk, that you would
calmly review what I bave f:id on the nature of
our government, and {erioufly confider what may
be the confequences of drawing the fword ; and pof-
{ibly you will fee reafon to alter your {entiments.
I have fpoken withfreedom, becaufe I am anxious
for my country ; and without fear of offending,bey
caufe T'know the candour of my nudience.
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~ peT usall be folicitous to prove what is acceptable
with God. Let usftudy the wifdom which is pure
and peaceable, full of mercy and good fruits.  Let
us humbly implore the interpofition of that being,’
who has all events, and all hearts in his hand, to a-
vert the evils that threaten us, to awaken our drow-
fy hearts to a fenfe of the importance of religion, to
lead 'usto repentance and amendment of lite, to pre-
pare us for his. mercies and make us a happy people.






