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WAITING ON GOD FOR RAIN.

JEREMIAH XIV. 22, -

dre there any among the vanities of the Gentiles, that
~ can cause rain ? Or can the heavens give showers ?
Art not thou He, O Lord our God ? Therefore we will

- wait on thee ; for thou hast made all these things.

THIS chapter is called ¢ the word of the
Lord, which came to Jeremish concerning the
demib, or concerning ‘the dreught, as the feventy
Greek interpreters render the word, This drought,
and the dxﬁreﬂ'es which enfued, the prophet thus
defcribes ; ¢ Judah mourneth, and the cities theres
of languifh the people are black with famine ;
they calt themfelves on the ground, and their cry
is gone up to hecaven. Their niobles have fent their
little ones to the waters ; they came to the pits and
found no water ; they returned with their veffels
empty. They were afhamed and confounded ; they
covered their heads, becaufe the ground is chapt,
for here is no rain on the earth. The plowmen
were afhamed and covered their heads. The hind
alfo calved in the field, and forfook her young, be.
caufe there was ne gmfs s and the wild affes ftood
in the high places ; ?heX fnuffed vp the wind like
dragons ; their eyes alio failed becaufe there was
no grafs.”

The diftrefles of the famine were increafed by the
terrors of the fword ; for it was a time of war; the
country was invaded and Jerufalem befieged by the
Affyrian army. Hence the prophet fays “ If I g
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_into the field, then behold the flain with the fword;
- and if I go into the city, then bchold them, who
' are fick with famine.*

i This dreadful and complicated calamity was the
. occafion of that humble and fervent prayer, which
- the prophet makes in the latter part of the chapter.
% Halt thou utterly rejected Judah ? Hath thy foul
' Yoathed Zion ? Why haft thou (mitten us, and there
18 tio healing ? We looked for peace, and there is
no good ; for a time of health, and behold trouble.
- We acknowledge, O God, our wickednefs and the
~ iniquities of our fathers ; for we have finned againft
thee. Do notabhor us for thy name’s fake. Re.
~member ; break not thy covenant with us.”

. Why he thus applies to God for relief, he in the
 text afligns two reafons ; one is that reiief could
- ¢ome from no other fource ; the otheris tha* God
~could eafily grant it. ¢ Are there any among the
~ wanities of the genti'es, that can’ caufe rain? or can

gesﬁgavcns give fhowers ? Art not thou He, O Lord
od?’]l

~ The words of our text prefent us with thefe twe
- obfervations, That God is the only author of rain ;
and that for this blefling we muft wait ¢n him,
 That the agency of God is the caufe of rain the
grophet proves by two arguments. 1ft, the infufe
ficiency of all other fuppofed caufes ; and 2dly, the
{ufficiency of God’s power manifefted in the creation
of all things, |
1ft. The infufficiency of all other caufes.

~ The pretended divinities of the heathens were in-
{ufficient to caufe rain.
~ The obje&s to which the heathens paid their de-

votions, and which they regarded as the anthors of
~all goed, the pronhet calls wanities, to expres their
uberinability to perform any of thofe things, which
- were afcribed to them.
~ The worfb pping of ftocks and t nes, and images
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graven by art and man’s device indicates a degree of
ignorance and ftupidity, into which we never fhould
have fuppofed men capable of falling, had there not
been undeniable proofs of its reality. The ridicu.
lous folly of this fpecies of idolatry the prophet ex-
ofes with all the force of facred fatire ; for it 1s too
palpably abfurd to delerve a grave and fober confu-
tation. ¢ The cuftoms of the people are vain ; for
one cutteth a tree out of the foreft with the ax,
They deck it with filver and wi-h gold ; they faflen it
with nails and with hammers, that it move not.
They are upright as the pulm tree, but ipeak not.
They muft needs be borne, becaufe they cannot go.
Be not afraid of them, for they cannotdo evil ; nei-
ther isitin them to do good. The people are al- |
together brutih, The ftock is a doctrine of va=
ties, The gods which have not made the earth and
the heavens, even they fhall perith from the earth
and from under thefe heavens.” . = #*

"Nor was there lefs abfurdjty in_taslag adpriltie
to particular animalg, of tq Jgbiedimh
for tho’ thefe are®liot the WOy of §
yet they are in themfelves as fethote frdi@l power
to beftow bleflings on men, as the molt defpicable
piece of inanimate matuer.

There was, however, a fpecies of idolatry prac.
tifed among the heathens, 2 little more refined, iho’
uot at all more pious and rational. This was the
worthip of demons, or of the fouls of departed beroer.
Thefe were the Baalim, fo ofien mentioned in fcrip.
ture, asthegods of the heathens. Thefe, as well
as tmages and animals, the prophet rejects, as hav-
ing no fhare in the government of nature ; for he
fays, ¢¢ There are not ANy among the vaniiles of
the genules, that can caufe rain.”

It appears, indeed, from the book of Job, that
fatan, when God gave him permiffion, hai power
to dilturb the atmofohere and raife florms ; but a3
ac '3 only 2 .reatui », all his power muil be depend-
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ent on the will; and fabjef to the controul of the
Creator. And from the wifdom and goodnefs of
God we may be affured, that he never has, and ne-
ver will putinto the hands of fuch a malevolent {pir.
it fo important a branch of his providence, as the
government of the feafons, ‘

‘That created {pirits, as well as men, may be made
inftruments of God’s providential defigns, and may,
according to thei fuperior capacities, be employed
in a higher {phere, than mortals, thereis no reafon
to doubt. But to fuppofe, that the regulation of
the feafons, or the manazement of any gart of the
¢ §&eneral government of the world, is commitred to
"w their hands, and left to their direétion, without the
‘ {uperintendence of God’s wifdom, power and good-

A, is to fuppole, that he has quitted his throne,
4 Hid afide his fovereignty, .
. o Lhatsevil {pirits, as well as good, are abfolutely
ler- God’s coptroul, we are abundantly taughtin

-8 ~
R

(N ;S04 n¥gericular permiffion
was givomsim. way, therefore, juftly wonder
at the ealy credu'ity of fome Chriftins in giving
credit to the fabulous and romantic ftories, which
they hear, concerning the works of evil fpirits;
fuch as their granting favorable winds to {eamen on
certain conditions ; and their watching over hidden
treafu ey, and raifing ftorms to defend them. If
{fuch relations were foun el in fadls, they would
prove, that evi! fpinits hare the government of the
elements in thet: hands. The prophet exprefsly
teaches us, that the vanit'es of the heathens cannot
give rain, and confequently, th.t they cannot rafe
winds and florms, except when they are fpecial y
empowered and permitted by the great author and
governor of nature.  Oa the fime grovngd w2 muft
reject many idle reports relating to aftrology and
witcheraft ; fuch as the prediction of men’s f rtunes,
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and other events, which have no conne&ion with
the frtiled courfe of nature, but depend on human
liberty and the fu: erintending providence of God ;
and leaft of all fhould we give credence to fuch
firange works, as not only furpals createl power,
but are impoffible in ‘heir natvre. By this fuperfti.
tious credulity we make too near approaghes to the
moft impious part of pagan idolairy, and give an
honor to evil fpirits which they do not deferve.

As the vaniiies of the gentiles cannot caufe rain,
fo < neither can the heavens give fhowers.” The
prophet he-e teaches us, that fhowers depend not
me;ely on natural caufes, but primarily on a divine
agency.

That natural caufes have an operation in the pro-
dution of droughts, rains, and changes of weath-
er, there is no doubt. But thele caufes cannot pof-
fefs an independent power to produ-e the effels.—
The fun.e divine hand which gave them exiftegey,
gives them their efficacy. Nature is not an indep&i#¥
dent agent: It is only the manner in which God i
governs the world. * Fire, air, water, and-dther fub-
ftances have their diftin&t qualities ; but it is the
great Author and Creator of thefe fubftances, which
imprefles shefe qualities upon them. God warms
us witn his fires, enlivens the earth with his fun,
moiftens it with his rains, moves the atmc{phere
with his winds and purges i* with his lightnings.

The virtues of all natural caufes are as mu-h the
work ot Gnd, as the cau'es themfelves. They have
no nore pewer to put them'elves in mction, than
to originate their exiflence. When and whete the
wincs fhai! blow, the rains fha'! fal!, the lightenings
fhall blaze and the :hunders rca-, and in what inea-
fure thefe end other natural cautes fhall ojperate,
God only can dire¢t  He.r the Almighty’s chal-
lenge te Job ; ¢ Knoweft“thou the ordinances of
heaven ? Hat thoa fet the deminion thereof in the
ca.th 2 Canit thou lift up thy vi e in the clouds,
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that abundance of waters may cover thee ? Canft
thou fend lightenings, that they may go, and fay
uato thee, Here we are ’ Thele are all under
God’s command. ‘¢ Fire and hail, fnow and va-
gpour and fformy winds fulfil his word.” ¢ Qut of
the fouth cometh the whirlwind, and cold out of
the north, By the breath of God froft is given,
and the breadth of the waters is ftraitened. By wa.
tering he wearieth his thick cloud ; he fcattereth
his bright cloud. And itis turned about by his
counfels, that they may do wha:foever he command.
eth them upon the face of the world. He caufeth
it to come, whether for correticn, or for his land,
or formercy. Hea ken unto this; ftand ftill, and
-confider the wondrous works of God.”
Rain is fo common and familiar a phenomenon,
that we fee it with little at:cntion, and receive it with
little gratitude; but when we contemplate it ferioufe

.}y, we cannot but be filled with wonder.

5" Who invented this expedient for watering the
earth ? Could it have entered into the human mind
«—-or into any created mind ? Had the expedient
‘been fuggelted, who would have thought it practi-
cable? By what power in natureare the waters de.
tached from feas, lakes, fountains and rivers ? How
are they raifed into-the air, and then fufpended and
condenfed ? How are they wafted from the places
of their exhalation, and fpread over vaft tras of
territory ! What prevents their immediate defcent
in the fpot from whence they arole ? How are they
fifted down in fmall drops to refrefh the fields ?
“Why fall they not incataracts to deluge theground ?
When a drought has coatinued in one place, until
the moilture is exhaled, why does it not continye
ftill ? Rains muft be brought hither by the winds.
But when the winds have run long in a particular
current, what ratural caufe can divert them into a
mew current, that they thould bring to the parched
foil fupplies of water from diltant regions? Who
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provided the vegetables with orifices to receive, and
with tubes to convey the waters into all their parts ?
Wh ) ba e the 'ea-es exnaad to catch the refrething
devsa1d thowers ? By whit contrivan:e do the
waters, imbided by the roots, mount upwards, and
fpreal themfelves thraugh a'l the branches ? Ase
th:fe the onerations of b iid chance—the works of
mere mezhanifn ? No; they plainly indicate :he
hand of an in e!ligen- Being.
" As the 2zency of G.ud in caufiny tain is manifeft
from the iafuflicien 'y of a!l other cau’es ; fo,

2d. Itis (ummanly delu.iole from th's fingle.
confideration, and felf evident truth, that heis the
Creator cf ail things. ¢ Artnot thou He, O Lord
God, for thou haft male all thefe thing..”

. The world bears plain marks of a temporary ex.
iftence. Everv thing re'atiug to it thows, thatit is
noteternal. If itever had a beginning,. there muft

ea Creator. And thig Creator muft be an eterra’,
flf exilteat, all perfe Being. ¢ Ihe invifib'e
thi. gs of God from the creation of the world are
clearly fe:n, beinz underfiond by the things which
are made, even his eternil power and.Godhead.”
If God made the wor!d, he made all thin:s, which
belongto it. We can no more coaceive, thit any
Jne thing, than that every. thing, fhould exift inde-
pendently of God. It God created all thioge, then
he gave them their qualitier, difpofed themto 1heiv
places, and imprefled on them their motions. If he
male the world, he governs it ; and if he gove ng
the world in general he infpe&ls every part of it,
and {uperiniends and diref}s every event which t kes
place, {5 that not a thower falis to the ground
without him. ¢ He has not lefc bimef wi hout
witnefs, in that he does good, giveg rain and frui ful
fealons, and fills our hearts with food and gladmefs.”

If rain is one of thof: good gifts, which come
down from Goa ; then, as the prophet teaches us,

Il. We muft wait on him to obtain it. ~ % We
wili wait on thee, for thou haftmadeall -hefe things.”

Waiting on God implies truf inhim. 1f imany
~cafes we are to trult in God, it muft be eipecially
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in thofe cafes, in which we can do nothing ourfelves.
For the a: complehment of fome of our defigns,
there are means, which God has put into our hands,
and which, ac: ordmg to his conftitution, have a
tendency to effe&t the defigns in view. Here we are
to apply the means, trufting in God for their fuc.
cefs. But for ottaining the fhowers of heaven, thete
are no-natural means i our power. The caufes of
rain are abfolutely beyond our reach. We muft
therefore, for this important blefing, trut wholly
in that Being, who made the world, commands the
elements, and directs all the motions of nature.

We muft wait on God with pray:r. For nothing
is more obvioufly reafonable, than that impotent and
dependent mortals, in a'l their wants, fhould make
known their Tequefts to Him, who is infinite in wil-
‘dom, power and goodnefs.

But if God is good, of what ufe is prayer? Itis
ufeful as a mean to prepare us for the reception of
peeded favors. It maxes no change in God ; but
itmay make a change in us. Prayer is the defire
of the heart diretted to Gad. And if it is realora-
ble, that we fhould defire the things which we need,
and that we fthould dire&t our defires to Him on
whom we dcpem, then it is reafonable, that we
fhould prav.. God has commanded us to prayal-
ways, to call upon him in times of trouble, and par-
ticularly to feek the blefling of rain in atime of
drought.  And he has encouraged us-to hope, that
if we pray to him, confcfs his name, and turn fiom
our ﬁns, he will hear and forgive and fend rain on
the land.

“ Tiuft in the Lord, and dv goad, fays the Pfalm.
ift, and verily thou fhalt be fed.” Sincere prayers
areaccompanied with a penitent fenfe of unworthi-
nefs, and humb'e refolutions of obedience. ¢ If
we regard iniquity in our hearts, the Lord will not

"hearus.” The prophet makes his prayver tor rain
with a humble confefﬁon of fin. ¢ We a knowl.
edge our wickednefs and the i quu't'cs of our fath.
ers ; do not abhor us for thy name’s fake,”” God
premi‘es this blelling on condition, that his people
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return to him 3 and it was only on this condition,
that Solomon prefumed to afk it. ¢ When heaven
is thut up, and there is o rain, becaule the peop.e
have finned againft thee, if thev turn from their
fin, then give 1ain upon :hy land.”

We muft feek rain in a way of sufice and charity
to cne another ; for to implere God’s blcfling on
our laburs, while we withhold from our fcllow men
their dues, is aldirg impie:y to unrighteouin: {s.e-—
God threatens his anci-nt vineyard, that he would
command the clcuds that they rain no rain upon it,
be-au‘e h: looked f. r juftice, but b-hold oppreflion ;
fo. righteoufnes, and behold a cry.”

A:.d we mult do juftice, not only to one another
by ren. ering to a | their dues, but to God alfo by
attencing on his inftituted worthip, and by impait.
ing our fubftance to maintain it. ¢ Honor the Lord
wih thy {udltarce, then fhall thy barns be filied
with plenty.”” Ma:y, while they are folicitous to
obtain the fhowers of heaven on their fields, de.
fraud God of the fmatl f:are of their progerty, which
he demands for himfe.f. ¢ Will 2 man rcb God 2
{:vs he to his ancient people,  yet ye have robbed
nme, even this whole 1 ation.”” They atk, ¢ Where-
in have we robbed thee ”’ God aniwers, ¢ Ye have
robbed me in tvthes and offerings ; thercfore ye are
curfed with a curfe. Bring ye now ail the tythes
into the ftore houfe, th:at there may be meat in mine
houfe, and prove me ncw herewith, if I wiil not
open to you the wndowe of heaven, and pour you
out a bleffing, that there fhall not be room enough
to receive it.”’

We muft wait on God with patience and fubmif
fion. Droughts may anfwer inportant purpotes in
the mutural world, which we cannct forefce. We
are incompetent to judge, what proportion of moife
ture and drought, hcat and cold, is beft for our
own fields ; and mo:e incompetent to determine
whit meafure of each is molt fuitable on the geaer.
al fcale.. We fhould rejoice that the government
of natuie is in the hands of unerring wiliom.—
Uronghug may be haportant in a meral view, to re-

et .
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mind us of our dependence on God, of our duty
to him, and of our obligaticns to one another,
which, while the courfe of nature is uniform and
unvaried, we are exceedingly prone to forget.

We muft wait with 4 pe. 1f the wor!d was gov.
erned by fate, or by nechanica' caufes, »i hout 3
fuperinitnding providence, we might defpair of
rain, whenever we found that nature had fallen into
accurfe, whichdiverted the clouds and waters from
us ; £ 1 what counter cau'e could reverfe this cou:fe?
But fince there it, at the head of the u-iverfe, a good
and wife Being, who fufjends, dircéts a-d counter-
mands the motions f na'ure, as he p'e fes, we may,
in the m ft unpremifing fealons, hope for the re.

. turn of his {miles, a:.d truft himio give us fhowers,
or provide for usin fuch other ways as his wifdom
fees beft ; and we may proceed in the regu'ar lice
of our duty, committing curielves to him, as a faith-
ful Creator. o

- We muft wait on God with hearts prepared thank-

J4lly to receive returning favors. 1f every good
gift con es from him. in every gif we mu . ackrowl.
ecge him. Raius and fruitful feafons a e :u h com-
won favors, that we are apt to view them as coming
of coutfe, tocal ul.te upon them as certain events
and tu afcrite more to our own prudence aad in-
dultry, than tothe providence of God. Droughts
tea hus how impo ent are all our powers and how
vain a-e all our labors, without the blefling « f God,
Whiewe {cek rain by praver, we fhould prepare
our hearts toreccive it wih graiitude.  And God
grant, that we may foon hear this cail to thank'give
ing-and praife. .

The p:e‘ert drought is much the'moft fevere, that
Wwe, In ks vicinity, have knovn for more th.n for-
ty years. I is now alincft ‘even weeks, fince there
has been a thower.  Itisa happy i cumita. e, that
the ccmmercemert «f the dreught wasnotatiu b
a perioc av to cut fhort our early ‘mowirg and our
fosmer-harve!t.. ‘Lhe latter.mowing and harvett,
how fuon ‘oever rairs may be fent, wiil doubtlcls be
exceedinsly aiminifhed. God granat, they may mor-
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be totally denmyci; ner the feeding of our fields for
the comng year be enti.e y preve ited,

We ceria nly ouzht to vie ¥ ghxs drought as a
great calamity.  But if we apply itto.a\vaken. thofe
pious fenur:ents and VIrtious xefo!u.nons which are
too eafi'y loft in times of plenty, it will thea become
a bl fliag. Kot many vears pait, our hufbandry has - -
been remerkably fuccef:tul, and o r weaith hus ae
bundantly increafed. It Lecomes us to enquire,
whether our gratitule to God, our zzal for his wore
fhip, our charity to one another, our iiberality to
the « ¢eely, have been anfwerable to the bleflings
which we have received.

Whea we {ce our fields parched with thirft, our
piftures diying u», our corn and grafs withering
aw.v, ‘et us enquire, whether Religion is not de-
clining arou:d vs, and the fruits of ho'inefs decay-
ing in oir fouls. We think it time to call on
God t» ‘end rain on the earth: [+ it not time to
feek the Lord, till he come and rai: ri;hteoufnefs
upon us ! The p:ophet Hofer freaks of fome in
Jis fay, whon,in a d.ne cf droughr, not only pray-
ed in Goa’s hou'e, but alfo howled on their beds
and in their private apartme ts ; bu', he favs, tho’
thev crie 1, they cried not to God with their hearrs,
and tho’ they returneld, they returned not to the
Moft Hi.h ; for they affembled themfelves only for
corn and wine, an.| they redelled againft hin. In
fuch a time as th:s it becomes us to call on God for
hi kind and ref-efhing fhowers. But if we have
notting hizher in vies, than to obtain the fruits of
the earth, that we may eat and drink, enjoy the
pleafures of fenfe, and accumulare worldly proper.
ty, there is no morepiety in our praying for rain,
tran in our poing to market wi hour corn. Whiie
we pray for ewrhly goods, we muft feek the grace
of Goi t) difsofe us tea jult and charitable vie of
them, to awaken in us pious and t askiul affeca
tions, and to en'iven our fou's in all the duties of
teligion.  We muit pray, that God would not unly
revive our fields with his thowers, but revive his
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work by his heavenly influenices, and in wrath re.
member mercy. |

We fee our denen’ence on G 'd for the fuccefs
of our literal hufbandry, and we implore his blef
fing.- We are as dependcntort him for the fuc efs
of the fpi.itual hufband y. ¢ Paul may pla-t and
Apollos water ; but it is God who gives the ia.
creafc.” Do we alfo pray, that he would mulisly
the feed fown, increafe th: fruits of our righteouf-
nefs, and make all grace abouhd toward them who
fow the feed, and toward thcfc who receiveit ?

My brethren, the feed of God’s word is fown
among you, aad though with a feeble, I hope, not’
witha fparing or negiigent hand. Does it enter
deep in the foil, take root and bear fruit? I fear,
that fo ne feeds fa:l by the way fidle—fomeamor g

thorng, and fome in rocky pla‘es ; and there is fome
~ grouad on which none appears to fall. Is there
much ground {. we'l prepared, that the feeds fown,
take root an bring forth fruits in plenty ?—Let all
take heed how they hear, and take heed that they
do hear., Though God has withheld the iai, he
has not withheld the word. But fome withiold
themfelves fromit. Though he has no fent a fame
ineof the word, yet fome create a fainiie to them.
fclves by neg'e&ting the word. If men ita:ve inthe
~ midft of plenty, who makes the famnine? Man, it
- is true, cannot live by bread alone ; there muft be
a heavenly influence to render it nourithing. Is
this influence withheld ? It is becaufe men feek it
not, orimprove it not when it is fent. YThe prom.
ife of the Spirit is more full and explicit, than the
promife of rain; if we feek the lauer rather than
the former, it is becaufe we have the lauer chiefly
at beart. A fpiritual is more calamitous than a na.
ture drought. The fhowers of grace are more im-
portant, than (howers of rain. Seek thofe with
carmeilnefs, and prerare yourfelves with diligence
to rheeive them. ¢ Break up your fallow ground,
andfow not among thorns. It is time to feek the
Lord, till he come and rain righteoufnels.” ¢ lhen
fLall ye know, if ye follow on to kaow the Lord.
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His going forthis prepared asthe morning, and: he
fhall cometo yau as therain ; a8 the latter and the
former rain‘on the earth.” "

Act with the fame wifdom in yoyr re‘.igious, as
in your literal hufbandgy. *The hufbindsman
waits for the precious fguit cf'the earth, and hath
long patience, until he reccive. the early and laster
rain. Be patient therefore, brethren, (tab'ith your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord drawe:h nigh.”

You think, perha s, thitin thereligious life you
a-e under grear difadvantages, becaufe the promifed
bleflings are diftant and out cf fight, and ar& wholly
obj-&s of fii.h ; and you imagine, that if ihefe, like
the bleflings of your hufbandry, were near 3ud vi.
fible, you fhould more fenfibly feel their influenee,
and be more aitively engaged to obtain them.

But in this matter you reyfon erroreoufly. Look
around on the men of the world. They are induf
trious in their callings, patigat in their labours,
cheeiful in their felf-denials, perfevering in the moft
unpromifing feafons; and yetthey wakk by faith as
really as youdo ; for the obje& which they purfue
is as reaily future and invifible, as that which you
are purfuing. :

‘The man who fows his grain, fees not the harveft
but waits in hope of feeing it. The merchant who
commits his treafure to the ocean, has not an tmme.
diate return, bat he expets future gain. So it is
in almoft a:l fecular labors. The objet which
prompts men to undertake, and encourages them
to endure them, is as rea ly diftant and out of fight
as your objelt is. And you have this advantage a.
bove the men of the world ; your obje& is more
certain, more important, and perhaps more near.
Worldly good is fmall, temporary, and tranfient 3
Heavenly happirefs is infinite, permanent and eters
nal. Larthly defignsare fubjec to a thoufand dif
appointments, which human pruden:e and
cannot forefce or prevert. Who could forefee the
prefent drought, or prevent it, if it had been fo:e-
{fecn ? How greatly will this derange our worldly
fchemss : Butit need not at all difconcert your
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fpiritaal defigns. In In the puifait of yobr: mﬁ*

tereft there is ne.hazarsf¥o uncertainty,: but. -wiat
arifes fiom yor own miligence . #hd. inartendon,
You thinkediffi u't to. 'k by sfaith in the yelio
ous c(mr' ; tut 1@'%1.! f@-uvlzar bufinefe vousmy!
gl fitheve ‘da & ,\m;tno&kthitfauh witle
bdks fo: wardf‘saﬁ& a'izee things, at prefent, une
feen, a'l your worldly labours would ‘ immediately
’ce:tr - The gofpel in requiring-ysu to live by #ith,
ings no more than what yoh find neceff.¥-, and
!hm{ rca‘onable with. regard to thi: worid. How:
evef &k we a:life gt faih may Fecm, you rever
Mhake a difd ukw of it inany :hmg but reliidi n.
What mas ever thought of complait ing, “that feed
time 4 barvelt did not eme *ozethe uaghat wh. n
he uad fowel 'his grain, he < ould not Mitnediare'y
turR about and igkp back ! Here eve'y man has
long pa‘ien e, and waits, till he reccives hefaner
and the Jater “rain.  Fxercife equdl fai b tmipa.
tience 1 1eiigion,and you wi | i.berit thepromizes,
Itis natoral © Wi cto ok firward, snd el tu--
ture goad : Th¥fau’t is, that with tlie ey of natur.
:alfambuc louk not far gnough, nerat the rightob.
Jc&» Let us live by that f.ith, whichilocks above
and B&vond this world to the heavenly fatéi 1 heie
. we fliall ‘beho'd better things 1han we' tﬁ‘&d hkre.
And to obtain thole we hate furer méars, than we
have to obtuin theriches of the wo-ld. -t is the ci-
‘vection.of the Apoftle, “Set + our affe&ion o#f things
whove, fot on: th;nae on-the ea-th ; feek the things
which ave above, wher® Chrift ﬁtteth on the ri:ht
haidiof G . For ye are dea y a1d-your fife ss»hid
“with:Ghrift in God. -When h'uﬂ wh, isour life
fall. appear, then thail we af #sperr wih him in
"Lo k nos at things which’are [een, bat at
Shings v which aré ot &3.; l)r the thinzs whi hiare
féﬂ; areteinpor,; But the thingy which agstnot
are eternal.” -






