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BOOKS Printed for R. Hett, at tie Bible
and Crown iz the Poultry.

In TWO VOLUMES.
~ VOL. 1 contains,
« T\ Ifeourfesconcerning the Beingand Natural Perfections

D of God, in which that firft Principle of Religion, the
Exiftence of the Deity, is prov’d, from the Frame of
the material World, from the animal and rational Life,
od from human Intelligence and Morality. And the
Divine Attributes of Spirituality, Unity, Eternity, Im-
neafity, Omnipotence, Omnifcience, and infinite Wif-
dom, are explain’d.

VOL. IL contains,

Difcourfes concerning the Perfettions of God ; in
vhich his Holinefs, (Goodnefs, and other moral Attri-
htes, are explained and proved ; the Foundations of true
Religion, confifting in the Fear and Love of Gad, in
Obedience to, and Truft in him, are illuftrated, and
dablithed. By Fobn Abernethy, M. A.

2, The Chriftian Oratory ; or, the ordinary and extra-

odinary Devotion of the Clofet.  Difplay’d under the fol-
lwing Heads, @#z, The Place of Retirement, and the
Work to be done there. Of Reading the Scriptures, and
of Meditation, Of Self-Examination, and of Prayer,
md the Time of Retirement. The Dauty of fecret Wor-
hip prov’d.  Of Fafting, Thankfgiving, and ejaculatory
Prayer. Of joining in Publick Prayer. Of the Unity of the
Church, Ot the Exaltation of Chrift. Of receiving Evil as
well as Good at the Hand of the Lord, Of Charity, By
bemjamin Bennet,  In two Volumes Otavo, the third Edi-
ton of the firft Volume, Price 6s. The fecond Edition
f the Second, Price 45.  They may be had feparate,

3 Ten Sermons on the Power and Grace of Chrift,
ind on the Evidence of his glorious Gofpel. Preach’d at
Nirthamptony by P. Doddridee, D. D, The fecond Edi-
ton with Additions. -

4 Three Letterstoa Deift, 1. Demanding his War-
ant for eating of Fleth. 2. Reprefenting his want of
tuch ufeful Knowledge. 3. Arguing the unexceptiona-
b]e‘Integrity of the (reat Founder of the Chriftian Infti-
ltiony, and his immediate Accomplices.

- Inquiries concerning the State and Qcconomy of the

hngelical Worlds,
e



BOOKS Printed for R, Hett. -

6. Zeal a Virtue: or a Difcourfe concerning fagyed

Zeal, ‘
Thefe three by Fohn Reynolds,

1. The Primitive Dotrine of Chrift’s Divinity ; 15
Specimen of a full View of the Ante-Nicene Dotlrine, iy
an Effay on Ireneus. Wherein all the decifive Paffag
are colleCted and methodized: The Senfe of difputed k.
preflions enquired into and determin’d: The Principl
into which his Reafonings are refolv’d, extracted,
improv’d, for clearing up his Scheme ; and his Conﬁﬁency
with himfelf is demonftrated. By fohn Alexander,

8. A new Effay on Civil Power in Things facred; o
an Enquiry after an eftablifh’d Religion confiftent wit}
the juft Liberties of Mankind, and practicable under every
Form of Civil Government.

And all Things whatfoever ve would that Men frould di
youy do ye even fo to them. Matth. vii. 12.

9. A Vindication of the Scripture-Doltrine of origini
Sin, from Mr. Fohn Taylor’s free and candid Examinatiy
ofit. Pricers. 6d.

10. A new and full Method of fettling the Canonic
Authority of the New Teftament, Wherein all thea
tient Teftimonies concerning this Argument are produce;
the feveral Apuc%phal Books which have been thought (.
nonical by any Writers colleted, with an Englifh Trall
lation of each of them ; together with a particular Pro
that none of them were ever admitted into the Canon
and a full Anfwer to thofe who have endeavour’d to 1
commend them as fuch. In three Volumes bound in tw
with Alphabetical Indexes,

11. A Vindication of the former Part of St. Matthu!
Gofpel, from Mr. Whiften’s Charge of Diflocations; &
an Attempt to prove that the prefent Greet Copies of t
Golpel, are in the fame Order, wherein they were orif
pally written by that Evangelit. In which are contan
many Things relating to the Harmony and Hiftory of t
four Gofpels, Thefe two by Ferem. Fones.

12. Some Thoughts concetning the Proofs of a fu

State from Reafon. By the late learned Mr. Hi
Greve,




REMARKS on a late Pawmpblet, en-

titled, Chriftianity not founded on
Argument, (Fc.

LETTER IL

S I R,

T is a fatisfaction to me, that my tormer Let-
I ter was not dilpleafing to vou; In which, in

obedience to year Commands, 1 communicated
oyou fome Remarks that occurred to me upon
he Pamphlet that has made fo much noife, Chri-
banity not founded en Argument.

In that Letter, after having made fome general
Remarks on the Nature and Tendency of this
Pamphlet, T applied my felf particalarly to con-
ider the firft Past ot it; in which the Author pre-
poles to thew, that ¢ Reaton or the Intellectual
“ Facalty could not poflibly, both from its own
“ Nature and that of Religton, be the Principle
“intended by God 1o lead us into a tiue Faith.”
Or, In other Words, for this is evidently his
Meaning, that God never intended we fhould
mke uie of our Reaton or Intellectaal Faculty in
xiieving, or that our aith fhould be founded
pon any Lvidence that muzht convince the Un-
krltanding,

Lett, 11, B In



2 Remaiks on a Pamphblet, enfitled,

In the fucceeding Purts of his Pamphlet, |,
propoles to prove tie fame thing from Scripture
and to thew what is the tree Pincivle of Faith thyg
i thore alliened.

The tirft thing he ofiers from Scripture to fhey
that Faith has nothinz to do with the Underftang.
ing, or as he expreties it, p. 35, that no preal 4
tie Underflcncing oos ever nade or inteaded
drawn from thote apretlione, < left they fhou
‘“ underftand with their IHearts their foolif]
““ Heart was darkned ——DPurified their Hearts by
“ Faith—" which Expreffions, he obferves, ar
applicable with no Propricty tothe Intellectual .
culty, but are evidenily deferiptive of the Wil
only *, But a very moderate Acquaintance with
the facred Writings may fatisfy any Man, that the
Heart 1s in Scriptare-Language often put for the
Underftanding or Intelle¢tual Faculty 4. And s
to the particular Paflages referred to by this Writs,
that Phrafe of wnderflanding «with the Heart can-
not be underftood {0 as to exclude the intelletul
Faculty, but neceflarily {uppofes it. And whe
it is faid of the Heathens, that their foolifh Heort
was darkned, 1t 1 plain this 15 defigned to fignily,
that their Underftanding was darkned, and had
not a juft Knowledge and Difcernment of Things;
tho” it is there alfo fuppofed, that the Depraviy
of their Will and moral Difpofitions had a gren
Influence in corrupting their Judgment.  And th
Expreflion of purifying the Heart by Faith fhew
indeed that Faith where it is fincere and of th

right kind has a purifying Influence on the Tempx
i

*P. 36 F2Chron i, 10,12, Jobxxxviil 36,  Ecclel viit



Chrifiramty not founded on Argument. 1

and Difpoﬁtion of the Soul; but how it can be
concluded from thence, that Faith 1s not 2 rational

Thing, or has nothing to do with the Underfiand-
ing, ] cannot {ce,

But our Author chufes rather to clur e tifon a
Par "MW(?! which appears 1o /'w ¢ ;."z.f;’a 1151
frovertinie, mzd that i, the plra norrative Part
ff/ft ’/z.;n, (7S /d} a5 11 reidi .'5' 1 o '}f{’/,f/
01‘ ‘[)ﬂqr‘ugr‘r g‘/)’ C // f (f, H’ &/ ST L:V "v“.‘,(U
tas atteipted ®

Some things that he obferves upon this Nuw
tve will be eably oranted himy, o, That i,
taught Tvis Dif Llplt.b and the P ople s i ,ur”f’f;
/fzz;/o;zz‘v, and that he covfdrod Limicli as ibe
Perfon le acas, or one woto derived from Heaven ihe
Infructions be wwas communicor iz, That he did
not deal with his Difciples m - 1y of Soplisfiry
and Ssllogifin. That neither he nor his Ap\)iﬂub
ttempted to prove everv fingle Dollrine they
aught, or Precept they delivered, by entering into
1 tedious Difcuflion, or by a long Tram of labo-
nous Reafonings, after the manner of the Schools.
But it by no means follows, that becanle Chrift
:nd his Apoﬁli.a did not convert Men by arguing
with them in a philofophical way, which would
have made but little Impreilion on the Generality
of Mankind, who either have not capacity to un-
derftand, or leifure to attend to a Courfe of nice
ind fubtil Arcumentation, that therefore they ex-
pected or 1cquued Men to bclieve without any
Reafon or Evidence at all, which is the Reprefen-

tation this Gentleman is pleaicd to make of 1t, On
B 2 the

* P30,



4 Remarks on ¢ Pamnphlet, entitld,

the contrary, it 1s manifeit from the Account Olvey
us in Scripture, that as they propofed the D(‘dnn{,g
and Laws they delivered o Mankind, in the
Name and as by the Authority of God himt: lf
which gave them another kind of Torce thun th
mere Rehfon.nfrs of Philofophers would have dope.
fo they gave the World the moft convincine Plum
that thuy were indeed fent of God, and that they
recaived the Dodlrines and Laws they ddlivered
by Revelution from him,  In which calec Reafon
and common Senfe dire@ed Men to belicve thef ;
Do&rines and {ubmit to thofe Laws. For it i3
the Voice of Nature and Reafon, that 1f Ged give |
a Revddation to Mankind, what is therc t“lll,ﬁu['
md entotned, ougut to be believed and receive]
Hpon his Authmiw provided we have futhcion -
I roofs to convince us that fuch a Revelation comg |
hOu'l God. I
But to return to our Author’s Acconnt of the
(sofpel-Narra we the Sum of it is this; Tht,
Chrift and his Apollies required Men to belicve 2t
ance widhout R(:..lfon or Evidence, and pronounced
Damnation againft them if they did not. fh..t
G/ ift did not lm* tlie Prosfs of his Mfin ﬂ: 2
fn.ﬂ;e his D. /L{,fl/t’f nor give them time colinty i
confider thene ; and that he refufed to explain L
féf to them when they wanted 1t, and difcouraged
their Enquirzes.  That he required thofe that came
to him to be healed, to believe before he healed
them which plainly fhews, that the Convictin
z1s to precede the Evidence, as the Terms of b
}wmour to be confequently cor jerred That he
et




Chriftianity not founded on Argument, g
ger difclaimed wwith ihe utinoft Refentment fuch

Fg[/rﬁfi’?.? as acere defirous to canvafs the Exidence,
and dijcouraged no Temper with) fo conflant an A-
corfioit, 45 that of fecking a Sigi ™,  And where-
X 1t mmht be alle dqed that hc, pr oduu-:d his Mi-
ncles as Ewd nces of his divine Miffion, our Au-
thor affirmis and endeavours after his Manner to
hew, that he had wg Intention to prove bis Truth
ond Charaller by thofe Works--.  That he both
epelted and  acceped the fuddern Converfion of
umn' upon little cr o /mzmm Evidence 5 and no-
thmﬂ' was of gieater Meyef than an exte ))zpa;g Sub-
/;1, tHoN. And that he rejected fome Perjons fm-
waiatcly wwhen they bad not Minds pr P{Z}t’d £5
believe af onee, aind gave tlem up inflantly to the
Harduefs of their [umz‘s without Remeay ||, That
the Apoﬂ']cs did 2l along ticad punciually in theis
sdofter’s Stepsy nfifling conftantly on the ready -
frgicledgement of tocir Iollrunes, scitliont any Con-
s gf Tiuie for D@zz/)t o1 Deliberation.  And
it of the Terms of the Covenant one Declaration
a5 often u’ r;zm/ /z{/j.«cmn‘ and the leaft ﬂaﬂa’u
ff gave up e Unbeliever 1o Reprebation 3 .
That It Was rcqumd of thofe to whom the Gofpel
was preached, that #hey flould wnot one Momen:
withiold their A/cm and that the Apoﬁlﬁq VeI
swltly expected to make their Converts with @ Word's
f caking **%,  That their Oflice was only o ¢/ren-
ite their Greeds 5 they wwere not fent to m//w“, but
o preach, And that in like manner the Dirce-
hans they oave to their deputed Succeffors was not
. o
"P.35,49. +P. 4S—s50. || P. 57,65,66,6-. 1P. 35, #=P, ;2



6 Remarks on a Pampblet, entitled,

to covfute or argue with thofc whom they wer,
to receive (0 the 5 aith ¥,

Such 15 the Re meicntatlon this Gentleman
pleafed to make, : ad vwhich he rretends s phi
from the facred Hi'&oyf of the Mlethod made uge
of by our Saviour and nis Apoftles in f!uf!hu{ e
Gofpel.  Let us now fee from Chriff’s own Iy
clarations, and from the Iiltory of the Gelpel aa
the Alts of the Apoltles, whether this Account b

. R

truc. After which 1l take notice, as far ae it

may be necetlary, of the Inftances produced by

this Writer to fopport the Account he gives
With regard to our Saviour himf uf he was fo
far from requiring Men to belicve on his bur
Word without Proof, that he declared, 7/ I bear
witnefs of my felf, that 1s, 1f T have no other Eyi.
dence bat my bare Word my Witnefs 15 not truc,
He encouraged Zxamination and Enquiry, Seardh
the Scrzimies, faid he to the Fews, for they ar
they wieey ity of me ||, Inflead of forbidding
them to judge furly and 1mpartially, and to ute
their Ulld"“l ﬁ.mdmgs, he expoftulates with them for
not doing {o. Wiy cvcn of your felves judge y2
pof that whico 15 right ¢ Fudge not according t
Appecrance, but juage righteous fudgment
The Faith he approves is founded in the Under
ftanding. He defcribes the good Hearer of the
Word to be one that hearcth the Word and un-
derflandeth it schich alfo beareth [ruit i, In
his Difcourfe to the Jeaws, he frequently appeals 10
the illuftrious Atteftations that were given him, and
the

*P.39,40. 1 Johnv.sr. §f Johnv.59. ** Lukexit ji—
5. Johnvil, 23 § Matr, xiiL, 23,




Chriftianity not founded on Argument. %

die manifelt Proofs he exhibited of his divine
Mifjion. Thus, after h:wing fpoken of the re-
markable Teltimony given him by febn the Bap-
ut, he adds, buz 1 bave a greater Witnefs than
that of John: for the Woirks awhich the Father batlh
siven me to fruifh, the fame I¥orks that I do, bear
witnefs of me, that the Father bath fent me *.
And again, If I do not the I¥orls of my Father, be-
leve me not 5 bat if I do, tho' ye believe not me,
hlieve the Works, that ye may know and believe,
that the Father 15 in me, and I in bin+.  And,
pesking of the 7ews and Pbarijecs that did not
believe in him, he faith, If I bad not come and
[poken unto them, they bad not bad Sin, but now
they have no Cloke for thesr Stn; and then adds, If
[ bad not done among them the Works awbich none
ther Man did, they had not had Sin|l. Where
he cvidently fuppoles, that his Works bore Tedti-
mony to his Doctiine and divine Miflion ; and that
they were Proofs {o {trong and convincing, as left
them utterly without Excufe m their Unbelief.
And this may help us to judge of the Sincerity and
Candour of this Wiiter, who confidently affirms,
n exprefs Contradiction to our Saviour’s own De-
clarations, that he had not any fuch Meaning or
latention to convince Peifons, or to prove bis own
Truth and Charaéler by his Works ; and nfinuates,
that he was not follicitons to gain Profelytes by fuch
Means, and was confcious he bad nothing of that
nd to produce.  P. 49, so.

W hat

* Johnv. 36, 3-. T Johnx 24, 37, 38 xv. 10, 11
{ John wv. 22, 2.



8 Remarls on a Fampblet, entitled,

What the Method was that was taken after oy
Lord’s Afcenfion to propagate the Chriflian Faj)
we have a full Account in the A&s of the APO.,.
ftles. That Book opens with an admirable Dj;
courfe of the Apoftle Perer to the Fews on
Day of Pentecott, 1 which he reafons {trongly
trom the holy Scriptures, and from the CXEA0LL.
nary divine Attettations given from Heaven, 1
convince the “fews, that Fefus, whom they hy
cructfied, was Lord and Chrift,  And we have g
Account of feveral other excellent Difcourfes of Li
in that facred Book.  Concerning Stephen the firk
Martyr, we are told, thatas he did great 1Vonda;
and Miracles among the People, {0 when fevers] of
the Fews diffuted wwitlh him, they <were not able i
refift the Sprrit and H'ijdom, avith <obich be fpale .
He was therefore able to zive good Reafons for
Faith, and fuch as they could not confute. &
Paul laboured more abundantly than any of the
other Apoftles i {preading the Faith of the Gofp,
and what his ufual manner was we are informed
Aéts xvir, 2, 3. where we are told, that at Thy-
[alonica, Paoul, as bis manner was, went info ile
Synagogue of the Jews, and three Sabbath-doys i
reafoned with them out of the Scriptures, opening and
alledging, that Chrift muft needs bave fuffered, anl
rifen again from the Dead, and that this Jcl,
awhom I preach unto you, 1s the Chriff. ~ Here it i
plamn, quite contrary to the Reprefentation made
by our Author, that his manner of making Con-
verts was not to urge them to believe without 2

Reafon for 1t, but ftrongly to reafon with them,
il

|

¥ 4[1\&3 Vi- 9, IOy



Chrafliaimty not founded on Aroument, g

' order to convince them, 'The Account that 1
here given of the Bereans is very remarkable,
Paul and Silas went into the Synagogue to
preach to them, and reafon with them, as they
had done at Theffalonica.  And it 1s oblerved by
the facred Hiftorian, that rbey wwere more nobie
than thofe at Theflalonica, 7 that they received the
Word witiy all Readinefs of Mind ; that 15, with-
out Prejudice, and with Minds open to Coriviction,
md fearched the Scriptures daily, wwhether thofs
Things were /5. And what was the Confequence ?
Therefore many of them believed *.  Tere it ap-
pears, that the Apoftles were far from being Ene-
miesto a free and fair Enquiry.  The Bereans are
commended for taking pains to examine; and the
efult of their impartial Examination was thow
embractng the Chriftian Faith,  In the fame Chap-
ter we find St. Paul at Athens difputing and rea-
oning with the Atherrans in an excellent manner.
At Corinth he reafoncd in the Syncoogice every Sab-
bath, and perfuadid the Jews and the Greeks ; and
he continued there a Year and fix Montls, teaching
the Word of God among  them . What needec
he have ftaid fo long there, if, according to this
Gentleman’s Reprefentation, the Apoflles expecied
tomake thar Converts with a Word’s fpeaking,
and never allowed 77z for examming or dehbe-
ating concerning the Tvidences of Chrifilamiy ?
And it was in confequence of his taking {o much
tme In teaching and inftructing them in the
Fath, that he erelted that flourithing Church of
the Corinthians. And before this we are told,

Lett, 11, C that

*AGs wvil o, 11, 12, Adswviil g, 1.
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'[l]‘lt P(EHZ -md Bf!)'?:’f?[’f:’S ﬁ/’ﬁt?’t (7 /0/?”' ff.r")ff a1l L{'J..
nui, [peaking beldiy an the L.,fd which sgzs
fofliiony il fm Word of lus Grace, and giany
Stgics aud 1ionders 2o be done by their /J“?n.J
At L ”/.:/u.’f he scen! m*‘o the Stnogogtie, and fick

Z)Ghm [w Ll /‘h?u r}‘ [ 1) 0 ﬂi{fh /f d’!;/’?ﬁ‘fﬂ” mn
ﬁ"}!’fﬂﬂ{”'“ ru ?i fi’f:f Ca: tt’,’.f;)f’? f/c _[‘3.!?:"3‘(1};? f
(m!. And IELi\nlld he {;’,,uz‘ui (z'm/v m i
Sc‘[‘-’calz:f Gl '1‘ LUy ;3 ;llld U]h‘w Co:i! M ”Lu /” rf;
L/}’C?CE (Eff Nt Tear Y ]J Z'f’n.t m’/ /Ll u..f{t,/.) dhf ;]3
Afia, beard the Iord of the Lo d Jelus, both Jews
and Grecks,  And Low atliiduous he was all tha
time 1In nitrudtng  them, mpc.‘us from his Ap-
real to the leus of }*' Meefies I his admirahle
Specch to them, And in Con equence of all i,
of fuch afirduous teaching, and reafoning, accom.
panied with the mwoit g DlOl ious miraculous Aticik.
tions, 1t 15 oblerved there were great Numbes
blomht to the Chriitian Faith., Sa maghtily, fav.
the facred Hiftorian, arew the Word o/‘ Goa’ il
prevazied . That tl]t,fe were the Methods niade
ufe of for 1picadmg the Faith of Chrift, farther op-
pears from the Epitles St. Paw/ writ to the
Churches he had planted. Thofe Epiftles ar
every wherc full of Reafonings, and his mannero
addrefling the Chriftian Converts on many ocw-
flons, fufiiciently {hews hew far he was from de-
firing a blind Faith without Underftanding: I
Malice be ye Children, but 1 U?zdez_*ﬂmzdmg éﬂ i
Men.  Be ve not unwife, but underflanding <t
the Will of the Lords. 1 fpeak as to wife Ma,
qudge ye what I fay, Prove or try all z‘ffi:';zg/f}

*® Acts xiv. 1, 2, T Alts xix. §, 9, 10, 11, 12, &



Chriflransty not founded cn Aroisicnt. 11

botd faft that wchich 15 good *. Is this the Lan-
quage of a Man that thought bLll.._\nm the (JU{}JLl
waq nconﬁ tent with anmm.mun and Enou 1},
md had nothing to do with the Underiandmg?
and that Perfons were not to know why they ve-
leved, and upon what Grounds? VWhen t_,;e
Avoltle Pefer urges the Believers to whom b
writes, to be ready aliways 1o give on cnfier 1o
) Man that fhould n/K them a Refon of the
Hite that is in them, seith Meckucfs and Fear +,
oo with Modefly and Gravity ; this certainly {up-
}‘oics, that they themielves had reaion for behev-
I ;_f, and that they were able to give an Account of
1o others too.  And whereas this Writer mii-
nuates that as the Apoftles never agued them-
lves, {o they lelt Inflruétions to their Succeflors
never to dleUtL or argue; this i o far trom
bang true, that the Apo e intils upon it as a
I.v‘opu* (Ldlhufi(m of a Teacher of the Goipel,
hat he thould be able by found Dictrine both to
eiort and  to convince tbe Gainfavers || Nor
were they to give them up at once to 1mmediate
Reprobation, but to reafon with them with Meck-
nelsand Temper.,  The Servant of the Lord 7}:3{/’1‘
e genitle unto all Men, apt to teach, ]wfz'wzz‘ '
Mfc’bze/J nftructing z‘/.w/e that oppofe themfiloes .
the fame Anol te (peaking of the falic Teachers,
reprefents them as uades /Zcm.:mm peither achat they
fav, mor avhereof they affirms and as kuswing mo-
thing #%,  Where it is plfunl} Intimated, that the
Faith of the true Chrifhian Teachers ..md Apofties

C 2 was
“1Cor, x. 15. xiv. 29, Eph.v. 10 1 Thell v. z1.
" PLt UL 15, I T 1 9. o2 linnil 23, 23,

*1Tim, i. -. vi, 4.



12 Remarks on a Pamphlet, entitled,

was joincd with Underftanding ; they underftoy
what they believed and what they taught ; ang
the contrary was the Reproach of the falfe Teach.
ers, whercby they were to be diftinguithed frop
the true.
And now I think, upon an impartial Viey
of thefe {everal Paﬁhgec to which many Other
night be added, 1t it were neceffary, 1t eppay
mm the ﬂlLEltCﬁ Evidence, that the Mcthod -
the 2 noﬂlu, made ufe of, as their Lord ad
Maficr had done before them to bring Peyiens ty
the Faith of the Gofpel, was by afliduous Tnfiric.
ticn, at the fume time producing the moft iltutrioys
Credentials of thewr Divine Mititon, Neither Chrg
.ﬂOl’ 115 A}oﬁlcs cver required Perfons to beliere
vithout Peidence {usheient to make their Affen
rational,  Nor is 1t true, as this Writer reprefent
it, that the tuit Publithers of Chiiftianity neve
m/pfw:z' or reafsned with thofe whom they e
PL&LLd to convert to the Faith of C hrift ; on the
contraiy 1t appears with the cleareit Evidence fion
ihe Paflages already produced; that it was thei
ufual way to reafon with Men, 1 order to convert
them to the laith. If they did not difpute -
cording to the artificial Method of the Schools, yer
they always ufed Arguments fuflicient to inducea
u,afonablu Afient and to convince thofe whom
they 1eqmred to believe.  They reafoned with the
eathens concerning the Abfurdity of their Ido-
latry, Aés xv. 5—-—18 xvil, 22131, Withthe
Fews and Profclytes of the Gate they reafoned out
of the Holy Scriptures; and both before few
and Gentslos they laid the ftrongelt Evidence o

]g&gﬁ




Chriffianity not jounded on Argument, 13

engage them to believe, arifing from what Chrift
himfelf had done, his holy Life, his illuttrious
Miracles, and efpecially his Refurrection from the
Dead, and the extraordinary Eftulion of the Holy
Ghoft, of which they were Witnefles,  And God
confirmed their Teftimony by the many glorioys
Miracles they performed in the Name of a rifen
Fefus, and by the Gifts of the Spirit with which
they were endued.  And thefe together formed an
Evidence ftrong and convincing, an Evidence per-
fe@ly agrecable to Reafon, and the common Senfe
of Mankind, and which was much quicker in its
Operations than a tedious Procefs ot abftracted Rea-
fonings could huve te:n, Upon the whole it 15
manifeft, that the Apotlles had no worldly Ad-
vantages of any kind to rccommend them, It was
by force of Evidence, the Purity and Excellency
of their Do&rine, the Holinels of their Lives, their
unfhaken Cenitancy and Zeal in profefling the
Truth, and the many iiluftitous Proofs they gave
of their Divine Miffion, that they prevailed with
thofe who were willing impartially to confider their
Doltrine, and the Proots whereby 1t was attefted.
It was by Argument, and the glorious convincing
Fvidence with which it was accompanied, that
Chriﬂianity made fuch an amazing Progrefs; to
which the Yews at firft; and the Heathens after-
wards, had little to oppofe befides bitter Calun-
nies, Reproaches, and Perfecutions.

And now it may be fafely left to any Man of
common Undertanding to compare this Account
with that given by this Writer, and fee which ot
them is moft agrecable to Truth and Candour, and

{0
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to the facred Records,  But tho’ this gensral Ay
fwer might be {otheient, it will be proper to i
into a particular Difcutlion of the feveral Thine:
produced by him to fhew that our Saviour and I
Apofiles never appealed to the Underttanding ¢
Men, and that they required them to belicve with.
out Reaten or Evidence. 1 am apprenentive thi
Part of my Remarks will prove tedious to you, &
it has been to myfelt,  For to be obliged to dut
a Succeilion of grofs Mifreprefentations, and to con.
fider a great Variety of Patlages, which have litl;
Connexion with one another, leads one mite a De.
tail that yiclds little Entertainment, either totic
Writer or to the Reader.

He firtt afke, ¢ Did our Saviour lay the Arru.
« ments and Proofs of tus Miffion frankly befor
“ his Difciples, and then give them time to con-
¢ fider calinly of thewr Force, and Libertv to ce-
“ termine thereon as their Reafon thould dird
them:” 1t his Meaning be, that our Saviour,
aiter laying the Proofs of his Miflion before hi
Diufciples; ihould have left them entirely at liberty
to recelve or 1¢ject hum as they thought fit 5 1 re
dily own, that he did not do this. For wht
could be tnore abfurd, than firft to lay before them
the evident Proofs that he was fent from God fu:
the molt unportant Purpofes, and then let them
know thut they might with equal Innocence 1t
cerve or reject him ? - Bui the Method he took wis
the wifeft and propereft that could be, and fuch
as left rcom for Deliberation and thorough Cor-
viction. He gave his Difciples many Opporton:-
ties of converfing with him, and hearing his adm:

rable
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ble Difcourfes, and of obferving the Floline§ of
hs Life, the Excellency of bis Dodrine, and the
mny wonderful Works he performed, Works fur
rasfcending all human Power.  And it wiy not
il above a Year after thewr firft coming to
him, and after they had all the Opportunities
tat coald be defired of bemng mitructed, and
fully fatisfied of his divine Mithon, that he {olemn-
lv called the twelve to be his Apoftles,  And it was
;wfgain a confiderable tnne after this, that he font
hem forth to preach in his Name; and the
Powers he then gave them of performing the moft
luftrious Miracles, muit needs have been an ad-
firional mighty Confirmation of their Faith in him.
And after this his RefurreCtion from the Dead, of
which they were couvinced by msny rnfallible
Prosfs, and the farther Inftructions he then gave
them; his Afcenfion into Heaven, ot which they
were Eye-Witnefles ; the extraordinary Etfufion of
the Floly Ghoft, and the miraculous Powers and
pirituzl Gifts with which they were endued, ac-
wrding to his own Prediction and Promife ; all
this taken together, rendered the Evidence com-
pleat, and fully convinced them that Cor2/f was the
dvine Perfon he profefled hunfelf to be, and that
the Religion he taught was from God. And this
Evidence they laid before others, as {uflicient to
eonvince them too.

But our Author farther urges, that Chrzf# < did
“ but ill approve the being called on upon any Oc-
“ calion to explain himfelf, and thercfore his Dif-
“ cples were fearful at cvery turn of giving of-
“lence, and incurring Reproof by any farther

““ Enquiry,
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“ Enquiry, even at times when they did not regjj,
“ apprehend his Meaning *.” This is {0 far fiop,
being true, that on the contrary, it is manif
from the Accounts given by the Evangelifls, thy
he encouraged them to alk him for Informatio;
and {hewed fumfelt well pleated when they di&
fo. And {5 forward was he to inform them, thy
he took occafion to explain Things to them ey
without their afking-}.  The only Paffuge thy
fecms to give the leaft countenance to this Pretenc
is, that when he taugit bis Difciples, and furf
that the Son of Man 15 to be delivered intg t)s
Hands of Men, and they fball bl bim, and after
that be 15 AZM{Z’, he ﬂ.‘fz/l fgyé the third D(z}* :
we are told, #hey underflosd not that Saving, aif
were afraid fo afk bimn||.  But all that can be g
ther'd from this 15, not that Chriff was unwilling
to inform them; for the In{truétions he then Gl
thern were as plam as Words could be, that he
was to fuffer, and dic, and rife again ; or that they
were in general afraid to apply to him for explain-
ing him{elf'; but that with regard to that particular
Subject, the Sufferings of the Mefliah, they were
under the Power of the ftrongeft Prejudices; and
that it wasa thing {o contrary to their Notions and
Expetations, that they were loth to believe and
hear of it.  And accordingly, St. Matthew {peak-
ing of the fame thing, tells us, they were excecd-
ing forry ¥*,  They would all have been willing
to explain themfelves, as Peter had done on 4
former occafion, who underftood what our L}?r:‘il

1

*P 57+ Matxin 18,56, 37, 51 Mark iv. 53, Matxvi
6—12  Johnxvi 1§, 19,8 |} Markix. 51,32, Luke 1x. 4%
¥ Mar. xviL 21,
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had faid well enough, which was exceeding
plin, but could not reconcile it to his own
Notions, Far be it from thee, Lord, this fhall
not be unto thee. But as they knew the Re-
buke that had been given to Petcr, they were
afraid of making any farther Enquiries on a
Subject fo ungrateful to them.

As our Author thinks proper to reprefent
our Saviour as unwilling to inform his own Dil-
ciples, when they defired it, fo he obferves,
« That he fighed deeply at the Perverfenels of
“ the Poarifees 1n afking a Sign, 1e fome
« Teftimonial of the Truth of his declared Mif-
“« fion, and ftiled them a foolith and perverfe
“ Generation for their Prefumption ; tho’ if he
“ had appealed to ther Underftanding, it had
“ been {o far from being crimimzl, that 1t had
“ been their indifpenfable Dute *.”  And he 1s
o fond of this Inftance, that he has 1t over a-
gain, p. 49. Dat our Saviour well knew that
their demanding a Sign did not proceed from a
teachable Ditpolition, or an honett Opennefs to
Conviction, (in which cafe he would certainly
have encouraged it) but from a petulant cavil-
ling Temper of Mind, which therefore he juftly
reproved. And what fufficiently fhew’d this
was, that they called for a Sign from him, after
he had for a confiderable tiune wrought, and
was then working a great number of illuftrious
Miracles, of many of which the Pharifées them-
lelves had been Eye-Witneffes, and had moft

Lett, 11, D perverfely
| ¥ D38,
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perw*fdy avtbuted them o the Afiiflance of
Beelzehub the Prince of the Devils: and whey
afzer all this they came and atked of him a Sigy,

as 1f he had not wrought any Miracles ’111“01]&
them before, juilly did e fhew a Refentment
of {uch Perverfenets. But tho’ he did not thyk:
fit at that ume to gratify their peevith Demands,

or to humour a Temper that 15 never fu: mhd
with } celent Evidence, but s always unreafon.
aviy demanding moere ;. vet abier this e
centinued 1 the moft cpcn manner, and in the
view of his I'nemiss themiclves, o perform the

mol {tupendons Miracles, and which were rels

ly as creat as they hcm{ lves could have de-
chd; “d at tu.,..a very time he referred them
(0 that whidh was to l” tiie ultimate conﬁlmnrr
tovidence of his divine Nhiiton, his own Refur-

l't":&if)‘] froin the ua’.:‘!.d ; v.rlnch was attended
and {ollowed with fuch Circumf{lances, as reg-

dered it 1n the propereil fonfe what the Plari-

Jies demanded, a Sign from Fleaven,

It 15 wiih the fame Candour, that this Gen
tieman reprefents our Saviour as rejecling fime
Perfons iminediately, becaule they did vot be-
licve at once, and as grving them up inflantly 1
£l Hﬂrdfzf’/s of therr Hearts without remed,
depriving them judicially even of the moft c:i-
micir Advantages——— He did not many mights
Works toere, becaufe of their Unbelief, witidh
rather /Lou/d bave beco the reafon of bis milt-
plying them, The Inflance he here refers to, &

our Saviour’s Conduct towards his own Country-
' mel
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men of Nazareth. And on this occafion he
gjves out lome Intnuations againit the /pye- /”'f
fwmﬂ' Character of the bleficd fefiss, as 1f it
were very fevere £o h/h' ohate by /9_/z.;'ou‘ a Pro-
cofs for Hefitation, ¢! 0,-’ wheirr perbais fome ad-
desonal Gercumftance of Power Lad brought to a
proper Tempcr and Chedience @, It anpaars from
the whole of C/+//1"s Behaviour dulmf‘r the Courfs
of his perfonal Miniitry, how patient and long-
uffering he was,  He went about teaching ur'd
pieaching the Things ot the Kingdom of God,
notwithitanding thc ppoﬁuon and 11 Th..at-
ment he met W1t11 ftill repeating his excellent
Inftructions and beneﬁcwt Miracles, and wiih
great ‘Tendernels bearing with then Coftinacy
and Perverfenefs.  How adunrably does he ex-
prefs this Temper, in thefe pathetical Words,
Ob ferufalem, :}'crv/ 1leiin, /* 570 ¢licn wwould L
have gatbered thy Cm.:fn.ﬂ 25 W, a5 a Hen
doth 2 ither Ler ) /> o sidcr | } {,‘-rgf) bt Ve
lL:Jgf]Z HGE ] [ T Vv e "f 1Ll ﬁi?'il‘ ‘TLTUIC thot
his Conduct towanis o Pcui-l-;: of Nozarcth
WS BOL OWing To &ny want of Low - fufiering ;

and that 1f a fusv Cronlns and Fniiceon? bu uples,
6 this Writer phrates 1z, hed been the 011‘}? Im-—
pedimenits, cur Lol wu-hz!tl bave continged to
ndulee a If‘th",f.i £ i craes o Dutoat mult be
con 1d~..u.ud Uit Gie it tme he want to preaci
zmons them, wiich was aiter lus Fame had
pml tirong o ;::.i Galile, they attempted to
murder hin i, MNotwithitanding whic h, he
| 1) 2 Went

* D ¢56-. ¢+ Takewiigg I Luke iv. 14, 16, 29,

1 r--lr—
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went again a confiderable tume after, when the
Fame of his great Wifdom and Miracles was
ftill better eftablithed, and he did then perform
fome mighty Works among them. But infted
of being duly aftected with his excellent Dif.
courfes and with his Miracles, they only refied-
ed on the Meannc of his Parentage and worldly
Crrcumitances ®,  And therefore his not per-
forming many mighty Works among them wa;
owing to the jull Knowledge he bad of their i
reclaimable Obflinacy, which both might be
gathered from their Conduct, and which he was
well affured of, as he had the power of difcern.
ing the Spirits of Men. For, as the Evangelift
obferves, be needed not that any fhould tellrfy
of Man: for he knewo what was in Man .

It Chrift ordered his Difciples to fhake of the
Duft of their Fect, as a Tefiimony againit a Ciy
that would not receive them, or bearken to them
(which is another thing our Author refers to || }
It was not his intention they fhould do it, till
after having tried all proper Methods, and til
it appeared they were plainly incorrigible. 5o
the Apoftles underftood and practifed his Direc-
tions, Paul and Barnabas fhook off the Duft of
their Feet againft the Yews at Antioch in Pifidia;
but it was not till after they not only contraditti
and dlafphemed, but flirred up the chief Men of
the City, and raifed Perfécution againft Paul and
Barnabas, and expelled them out of thesr Coafts **,

Another

¥ Matt. %ili §4—48. Markvi. 2,3, 1 Joh. ii. 25. |[P.50
*® Als xill. 45, 50, §1.
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Another Inftance we have with regard to the
Fews at Corinth: Paul fhook bis Raiment, and
iid unto_ them, your Blood be upon your own
Heads 3 I ant clean @ from benceforth I will go
o the Gentiles.  But this was not, till after
he had for a confiderable time together reafoned
i the Synagogue every Sabbath ; and they not
only oppofed themfelves, but blafphemed, 1. e.
manifefted fuch a malicious and {pitetul Oppo-
fition, breaking forth into Reproaches and
Blafphemies againit the Name of Jefus, thatit
lainly appeared, it was in vain to ftrive with
them any longer. He therefore chofe that way
of teftifying that he had difcharged his Duty,
and that the Guilt would be chargeable only
upon themielves *,

But what this Gentleman feems to lay the
principal ftrefs upon s, that our Saviour required
Perfons to believe in an Inftant, before any Evi-
dence given, T this purpofe he obierves, that
it was his Language before he wrought his Mi-
acles, Believe ye that I am able to do this?
“ The Convition was to precede the Evidence,
“ as the Terms of the Favour to be confequent-
“ ly conferred 4. The Cale where our Lord
led thefe Exprefficns, is that of the two blind
Men that camme to him, faying, Thou Son of
David (a Chara@er by which the Mefiiah was
then ufvally diftinguithed) have sercy upon us.
Tals Confeffion they made voluntarily without
his requiring it, and it was undoubtedly founded

upon

* Ads xviil. 4,5,6. + P37, 19, so. |
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upon what they had heard of his illuftrious M.
racles and wife Difcourfes, the Fame of which
had fpread abroad through all fudia und G,
Jilke. Tt was therefore with o orea Propricty thy |
our Saviour put that Queftion to them, Bifje
ve that Iam abie to ao this? And upon ther |
declaring they did, zouched their Eyes and Jaid,
According to your Faith beit unto you *, Tl
was not a requuring thofc to believe who did g
believe before, and that i an Inflant and with.
out Evidence, as thisWriter is pleafed to reprefon
; but it was an approving the Faith they .
ready had, and a gwing farther Evidence to con.
firm and eftablith it.  And in gencral, it holgs
true with regard to every Cafe recorded in the
Gofpel, 1n which Chbr b required thofe thy
came to him to be healed, to declare their Belid
in him, that they were Perfons that had fome
Faith in him before. And the Deiion of hs
requiring them to believe was in efiedl no mor
than this, to engage them to make a Profetiin
of their Faith before others, or to encourg
them to perfilt in believing, when he {aw ther
Faith began to ftagger thro’ extmmdmary Dif-
ficulties and Trials 5 asin the cafe of fazrus,
the Father of the young Man whom thc Dil-
ciples could not relieve <. And then vpon
declaring they believed, he wroughi 1,15 s
upon them, the more ﬁgniﬁcmulv {0 ”w
what this Gentleman thinks fit to ¢ x.u}, i

his Miracles were defigned and wrought s 2ious
Gi

¥ Mart. ix, 27, 28, 2. 1 Markvo56. ix. 23, 24
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of his dwme Miffion, And this slio s the de-
g of thofe h}uncluom he fometimes makes
Je of, after iwe h wowronght the miraculous
Cure ; ‘.T"{;" Foith hath /a,m..z theey by Faith
hath nade 1o wwlsie, He herepy hgr:mcd his
Approbatic: b the Faith i*eg had thewn, “1d
dre@ed thor Views to that which was the
min Defign of his Miracics, «/2. to confirm
thelr Faith in nim, and bear telinnony to his
Mifion.  And vet s far from beme trae,
what this Genelenman expre iily wrw, that our
Q"'VIOUI' CGH/}(L”[! ;’Zx’r if! {Zf ‘d 7 f'?; 30 0rd ey )4 (EJL""
gree of Peijecficn {rf;m/wzf s {rom vrasence he
nfers, that they caed the whols figicacy of their
Cure to their Foith.  For nothing is more cer-
uin than that with regurd (o the far greater
met of the Miracies he wrought he did net {H-
palate for Farel berorehand,  Infiances of which
ke referred to 1 the Muvnn, to which many
more mizhit calily be adazd ™. This {hews how
litle Cledll‘. I3 cwc toa Writer that 15 capadle of
endeavouring to wnpofe 0 pwzp«uu 1 Falilicod
ipon his Reader, even when he pretends
gwe an exact and faithiol Narrative of our 35-
viour’s Proceedings,

The Inftance he mceations, p. 63, of our

Sawom s Command to Matthew to ;‘a/ 510 i

.L“

snot an Inftance of 2 Command to 12 Man tmt
did not believe before, to believe 1 an Int LA,

and without F wdcnce but of 2 Command to 1
Man

. g
Johnv. 12, 17, 14 John I, 6, =, [t. RNl % 1.

Uke vit, 13, 14. XIV. 2, Xxil §.
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Man that already believed, to follow him a5 g
of his immediate Difciples and Attendgy
Nor is 1t true, that Mattbew precipitately .
ferted a bencficial Employment for be kney 1y
whom. For he well knew who Fefus was, 5
he lived at Capernaum, where Chrift Chicfly
had his Refidence, and performed many of j;
mighty Works, and delivered many of his e
cellent Difcourfes.  Our Author {feems aware of
this, and therefore urges, “ That it is likely, i
¢ what he had feen before had difpofed him t
¢ Difciplethip, he would have had the Men
¢ of engaging voluntarily 1n the Service, with.
¢ out waiting for a particular Addrefs.” Bu
this does not follow. Suppofing him ever fy
well difpoled, he might queftion, whether, &
he was a Publican, Chrift would take him s
mong the number of thofe Difciples that were
conftantly to attend hin, confidering the com.
mon Prejudices againft Perfons of that Cha
raCter. But when he heard Chrift himfelf par
ticularly calling him to follow him, he gldly
accepted the Invitation, and preferred the being
his conftant Attendant to his gainful Employ-
ment. There is nothing in all this but wha
may reafonably be accounted for.

As to the Inftance of the Samaritans, wl
it Jeems bad never beard of Chrift before, an
yet believed on bim readily for the Saying of the
Woman : A motable Foundation truly for i
fidence and Conviction, and perbaps for Mar-

tyrdom !
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tyrdom ! * In this cafe, there is no Command
of our Saviour enjoining the Samaritans to be-
lieve. The Fact only is related, that they did
believe. INor Is this their believing to be un-
derftood of a complete and perfect Faith, as
our Author 1s pleas'd to reprefent it in this, and
all the other Cafes he mentions. It is evident
o any one that 1s acquainted with the Language
of the New Teftament, that Believing is there
fiequently to be underftood of a Faith but juft be-
eun, and which was as yet very imperfect, and
far from being well eftablithed 4. So it is to
be underftood, when 1t 1s faid of {fome of the
Samaritans, that they delieved on him for the

Saying of the Woman. Fhe Account the gave
them of his having difcovered to her the mof¥

fecret Tranfactions of her Life, as well as of his
wile and excellent Difcourfe, inclined them to
believe in him. This was the firft occafion, or
beginning of their belicving, But their Faith
was afterwards mightily confirmed, and received
great Acceflions from their perfonal Converfa-
ton with him, and the admirable Inftru@ions
he gave them in a manner far exceeding what-
ever they had heard before.  This added to the
Proof he had given of a wonderful and fuper-
natural Knowledge, led them to conclude, that
he was the Chrift, whom they, as well a5 the
fews, were then in ftrong Expefation of,
And they feem to have had jufter Notions of the

Lett, LF, I Defign

*P.gs. * Jolm il 23, 24 vi. 66, vil 31, Ads
L1100
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Defign of the Mefliah’s coming than the ey
themielves, and not to have been {o intoxicated
with the Notions of his temporal Glory and
Grandeur, asappears from their calling him the
Saviour of the Worid; and from the Declar.
tion made by the Woman, I know that My
[fiab cometh, when be is come, be will tell us ql]
Things.

But if our Saviour had not required Men to
helieve inftantly, and without giving them
time for Deliberation, would he have called his
Dilciples Fools, and flow of heart to belicve ! b
caufe a Narrative of four Hours had not wrought
a thorough Conviélion * ¢ 'The Paflage here re-
ferred to is In Luke xxiv, 24, with regard to
which it muft be confidered, that the Perfons
our Saviour here reproves were of the number of
thofe Difciples that conftantly attended him,
And what he reproves them for, was their not
underftanding that Chnift ought to fuffer betore
he entred into bis Glory, 'This was not the
Girft ttime he had propofed thefe facred Truths
to them ; he had done it at feveral times before
in the planeft manner -,  He had juft reafon
therefore to reproach them for their Foolifinefs
or Inconfideration, for that is the proper Signif-
cation of the Word therc ufed, and their Sl-
nefs; which was not owing to a natural
Defect i their Underitanding, but to thew
culpable Prejudices, and to a Neglect of 1n-
proving the Inftrutions that had been given

them,

* D66 T Mattoxvi, 21 xvil. 23, 23, XX, 175, 18, 19
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them. And now again after his Refurre&ion:
he took pains to open to them zhe Scriptures,
and make them underfland them, ver. 27, 72,
which would have been needlefs, if, as this
Gentleman 1nfinuates, Believing had nothing ta
do with the Underftanding.

Our Author mentions fome other Inftances of
fudden Converfions, which relate not dire¢tly
to the time of our Saviour, but of his Apoftles,
to fhew that they allo required Men to believe
in an inftant, without any Conceffions of Time
for Deliberation.  'Thus he obferves, that the
« Eunuch was the Profelyte of a fhort Stage,
“ inftruéted 1n one Hour, and baptized the
“ next.” p. 39. Bat fuppofing what is very pro-
bable, that the Eunuch had heard a great deal
at ferufalem, from whence he was then re-
turning, concerning  fefus, and the Miracles
wrought by him; and after his Death by his
Difciples, who teftified that he was rifen from
the dead, and confirmed their Teftimony by
the moft illuftrious Atteftations, he might be
well prepared for Initruction. And when
things were more diftinctly explained to him by
Phifip, and the Eunuch’s Prejudices were re-
moved, by convincing him from that Prophecy
n Jfarah, that the Mefliah was to undergo
many and grievous Sufferings ; the Suddennefs
of his Converfion 15 very confiftent with his
having a rational Conviction of the Truth of ous
daviour’s Miftion. It was to his Underftanding
that Philip addrefs’d himtelf, Underflandeft thou

Il 2 what
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what thou readeft?  Nor did he, after inftru@.
ing him, require him to believe without delay,
but the Eunuch himfelf made the Propoefal to
be baptized, and voluntarily declared his Belief,
that *fefus Chrift was the Son of God.

But perhaps it is more to the Author’s pur.
pofe, what he obferves, that “ whole Congpe.
« gations were often gained over at a hearing,
« and Thoutands at ¢ time actually convinced
“ by a fingle Lecture,” 1 fuppofe, he particu-
larly refers to the three thoufand that were con-
verted at St, Pefer’s firft Scrmon on the Day of
Pentecoft.  And it mufl be acknowledg’d, that
this 1s very remarkable ; but no Proof that their
Faith was not reafonable, or without {ofhicient
ccnvincing Evidence,  Let us take the cafe as it
really was n all its Circumftances, It was well
knownto the Yews that fefus had performed
among them for fome Years together the mod
aftonifthing Miracles ; for the Truth of which
St. Peter here appeals to themfelves, as Fadlk
that could not be contefted. They knew hi
holy Life, and had heard hig wife and excellent
Diicourfes, and a confiderable number of them
had from time to time beep brought to be-
ligve #, tho’ their Faith was far from being well
eftablithed. And after he had been feized and
condemned by the Authority of their great
Council, many of them were prevailed upon by
the chief Prieits, Rulers, and Pharifees, to con-

{ent

? S_ﬁ'e (¢ thiq pm:poﬁ: .I{}hn ii_ 2;, Vii. SI’ 4.:,, __}_1‘ . _;:j.

42. #1435, Luke vit 16, Meatt. sxi. 46,
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et to his bemng crucified, which St. Pefer
herefore charges home upon them as their
Guilt, 'They had afterwards been Witnefles to
he preternatural Darknefs, the Earthquake,
ind other extraordinary things that happened at
his Crucifixion, and which made a mighty Im-
preflicn on many of the People *.  "They knew
that his Difciples teftified that he was rifen again
fom the dead, and they themfelves were now
Witnefles of the wonderful Effufton of the Holy -
Ghoft upon his Difciples, and were convinced,
by what they heard and {aw, of the Truth and
Reality of it, and that it was a thing which far
exceeded all human Power, and carried in 1t the
frongeft Evidences of a divine Interpofition.
This fatished them, that the Teftimony the
Apoftles gave of Chrift’s Refurrection and Exal-
ttion was true, and that therefore he was the
promifed Saviour ; efpecially as the Apoftle Pezer
lhewed that all this was perfectly agreeable to
the Predictions of the Prophets concerning him,
In fuch an extraordinary Concurrence of Cir-
cumitances the Conviflion wrought upon them
was {peedy, but very reatonable, and founded
mpon futhcient Evidence. The f{ame Obierva-
tion may be madg with regard to the Numbers
that were converted afterwards on occation of
nother Difcourfe of St, Pezer. They had jutt
leen 2 mott aftonifhing Miracle pertormed by
Peter and fobn in reftoring a Man whom they
all knew to have been ke from his Mother’s

| Womb,

* Like xxiil. 47, 48,



10 Remarks on e Pzz;;zpb/ez‘, entitled,

Womb, by only bidding him in the Name
Fefis rife up and walk: No wonder that thi
together with the Apottle’s excellent Difcour,
added to what had {o late]y happened at the day
of Pentecoft, which was then freth in .
mory, and to what they obferv’d concerning the
exemplary Lives, the Piety and Charity of
fir{t Believers, brought over to the Faith many
that probably were very favourably difpofed be.
fore ; but were now, by this additional Eyi.
dence, fully convinced, Befides all which, w;
may well fuppole there was an exiraordinary
Prefence and Influence of the Holy Spirit upoy
the Minds of Men, communicated for the more
fpeedy and effeCtual fpreading of the Gofjel «
its firft Publication ; and which was a farthe
illuftrious Proof of its divine Original, and of
the Approbation of Heaven. Upon the whok,
all that can be juftly concluded from the num-
rous and {udden Converfions at the firft Publ:
cation of the Gofpel, 1s not that Chrithianity i
not founded on Argument, or that the firft Be.
Jievers had no Reafon or Evidence for their I-
lieving 5 but that the Evidence was fo {trong
and convincing, and came upon them with fuch
an over-powering Light and Force, as made?
much quicker Progrefs than mere abftract
{ubtil Reafonings would have done,  For 1t pro
ceeded uron Falts of the moft extraordinary na
ture, obvious and convincing, even to tht
meancit Capacities ; and from whence the Infe

rence was cafy and natural, that Fefus and ths
Apol‘ﬂaﬁi
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Apoftles were fent from God, and that God
hare witnefs totheir Doctrine.  But then it mufk
he confidered, that tho” the Gofpel continued ta
make a wonderful Progrefs throughout the
World by the force of the Evidence with
which it was accompanied, yet it was princi-
plly at firft, and in ferufalem, that we read
of fuch numbers converted in {o fhort 2 time to
the Chriftian Faith, For there were many
Circumftances there concurring to it, which did
not meet to {fuch advantage in other places. It
had been the Scene of Chrift's Miracles, Suffer=
ings, Refurrection, and the extraordinary Ef-
fufion of the Holy Ghott ; and there were many
there that had been Witnefies to what Chrift
had f2id and done, and who had been in his
Life-time well-difpofed to believe in him, the'
afterwards fcandalized by his Sufferings; and
therefore were the more eafily wrought upon:
by the manifeft Demonftrations of his Divine
Power and Glory after his Afcenfion.  And cer-
tunly the Evidence muft have been very itrong,
which could engage fuch numbers in Ferufa-
bm itfelf to acknowledge him for the Mefiiah,
who had been but a little before {o ignomi-
noofly crucified there, after having been con-
demned as an Impoftor by the chief Men of
their Nation, and by their great Sanhedrim,
tor whofe Decifions they had all had the pro-

loundeft Veneration,
I have now confidered the account this Gen-
leman s pleas’d to give us of the Procecdings
of
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of our blefled Lord and his Apoftles in planty
ing the Gofpel, and from which he pretends
prove, that there was no Appeal to the Undy.
flanding cver made or intended 5 and that they
commanded Men to believe at once, withoy
offering any Reafon or Evidence to ingage then |
to believe. He himfelf 1s fenfible, that thege 3
one obvious Objection lies aganft his Account,
and that1s; that the Miracles wrought by Chyig
and his Apoftles were defigned as Evidence tg
ngage Men to believe ; and to take away the
force of this he endeavours to {hew,

That it was not the Meaning or Intention of
Chrift himfelf to prove his own divine Mifion
by his Miracles ; and that they were in them.
felves no way fitted to be fuch Proofs and Ev:
dences,

As to the firft of thefe, it 15 certainly a very
extraordinary Attempt to undertake to fhew fiom
the Golfpel-Hiftory, that Chrift had no Inten-
tion to prove his divine Miffion by his Miracles,
when he himfelf in the moft exprefs terms mi-
ginable declares, that this was one principal In-
tention of them, and refers both the Jews and!
his own Difciples to tholc Miracles, as the
ftrongelt Atteftations to the Divinity of his Mi
fion, {ufficient to convince them that he came
from God, and to render them inexcufable i
they did not believe in him ; concerning which
fec above, p. 7.

. Part ot what our Author here urges, is what
bhe had faid before, and which has been already

confidered;
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tonfidered, concerning our Saviour’s reproving
the Pharifees for afking a Sign, and concerning
his previoufly requiring Faith from thofe upon
whom he wrought his Miracles.

Other things that he ofters here are {o weak,
that it would be honouring them too far to en-
ter into a laborious Confutation of them. Thus
he argues, that our Saviour did not intend his
Miracles as Proofs of his divine Mitlion, becaufe
he did not gratify Herod in working a Miracle
before him at the time of his Paflion; as if 2
Man of Herod’s Charalter were difpofed in
thofe Circumftances to become his Difciple,
though not long before, upon being affured of
the Mirzcles Chrift wrought in Galilee, he de-
figned to have murdered him *,  He argues
the fame thing from our Saviour’s refufing to
fuffer the ewil Spirits whom he ejected to bear
witnefs to him as the Chrift; and if he had
readily accepted their Teftimony, his Adverfa-
nes would probably have improved it to give
countenance to that blafphemous Calumny they
had raifed again{t bim, that he was in confede-
racy with thotfe evil Spirits.

It would be fomething more to his purpofe,
if it were true, that Chrift was remarkably upon
the Referve, awhencver be happened fo be among
wneelieving Company, and that be was particy-
larly fparing of thofe fuppofed Adrguments, viz,
his Miracles, among/t the wery Perfons who
Jeemed moff to want them, 1 know no inflance

Lett, 11. F . IR

' , - LN
d.c Lnke x1, 5. xiil, 31, 32,
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in the Gofpel-Hiftory that gives the leaft Coypa

tenance to this Surmize, but our Saviour’s Cop.
du& towards the Men of Nazareth, which hyg
been already accounted for. But if he would
infinuate, that our Lord never wrought his M.
racles before Unbelievers, nothing can be more
falle. It may be faid of his Miracles in general
that they were wrought in the fight of Perfons
~ who at firft did not believe in him, but many
of whom were brought to believe by thofe M.
racles ¥, The Scribes and Pharifees were hi
bittere{t Enemies, and thefe were often prefent
when he performed his mighty Works, nor did
he decline working his Miracles before them,
even when he knew they bad a Defign to ob-
{ferve and intrap him. Inftances of which fee
Matt. xiv 10, 14. Mark xi. §—12, 1X. 14~—27,
We are exprefsly told, {peaking of the unbeliev-
ing Jews, that Jefus did many Miracles before
them; fobn x11. 37.. And he himfelf frequent-
ly in his Difcourfes with his Enemies appeals to
his wonderful  Works, as things which they all
knew and could not pofiibly deny, and infifts
upon them as uncontetted Proofs of his divine
Miffion.

‘QOur Author further argues from Chnit’s en-
joining thofe on whom he wrought his Miracles
not to divulge them.  See thou tell no Man (fays
he) was generally the Charge. But this alfo s
~ very unfairly reprefented. 'With regard to the
Afar greater part of his Miracles, no fuch Injunc

N tion

* See Particular]y John 11, 18, 23, 24. iii. 2,
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sion was given, It was only on fome particular
Occafions, for which no doubt there were {pe-
cial Reafons. It is eafy to enumerate all the
Inftances of this kind recorded in the Evange-
lits, Such was the Cafe of the Leper men-
tioned Matt. vi, 2, 4. 'The two blind Men
that addrefs’'d to him as zhe Son of David, 1. e.
the Mefliah, Matt. 1x. 27=—=30. The dumb
and deaf Man, Mark vi, 36. And the Cafe of
Foirus's Daughter, who was raifed from the
dead. In thefe Cales all the Evangelifts that re-
late the Miracles obferve, that Chrift forbad the
Perfons to divulge them. And there is ancther
Inftance of this kind, Mazz, xii. 16. where, af-
ter Chrift had reftored the Man that had the
withered Hand in the fight of the Pharifees, we
are told, he wwrthdrew bimfelf from thence, and
bealed thofé that came to him, and charged them
that they fbould not make bim tnown. With
regard to the Cafe laft mentioned, the Reafon of
the Injunction is plain ; 1t was becaufe the Pha-
nfees were at that time Zaking counfel <with the
Herodians how they mught deffroy bim, as ap-
pears from Ver, 14. As to the Cale of the Leper
whom he had cleanfed, it 1s to be obferved,
that the divulging of the Miracle brought fuch
Multitudes together, that Fefus could no more
openly enter into the City, but was without in
defart Places for a while. And it was pro-
bably becaufe our Saviour forefaw this Inconve-
nience, that he forbad him to publifh it abroad.
To which it may be added, that as the People

I° 2 had
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had on fome Occafions thewn a forwardnef; ¢
make him a King, he fometimes found it n.
ceflary to withdraw, that he might give no o
cafion to Tumult or Sedltlon, and when e
xnew any particular Miracle he wrought i
likely to have that Eftett, he forbad it to b
divulged. And this alfo probably mught be one
Reafon why he charged his Difciples not o
make known his Transhguration, and fome.
times forbad them to publifh that he was the
Chrift, the full Notification of which was re-
ferved till after his Sufferings and Refuricction,
when there was no longer any Danger of it
producing that Effe¢t. But though we could
not at this Diftance affign the preciic Reafons
why our Lord at fome particular times enjoined
them not to divulge what he had done ; yet thi
we are {ure of, that the Reafon could not be
that he did not intend his Miracles as Proofs of
his divine Mitlon, fince he frequently in the
moft folemn manner appealed to them &
Proofs.
But what this Writer feems to lay a particulx
Strels upon is that which our Saviour fad,
when applied to for his extraordinary Al Tiftance
in favour of the Nobleman’s Child, Unlefs ysu
Jee Signs and Ionders, vou wwill not belicze. But
what is this def iened to prove? Is it to prove,
that Chrift in working his Miracles had no In-
tention that his Miracles thould be regarded 2
Proofs of his divine Mitlion? This mdeed §
what this Gentleman produces it for; but the

contrary
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contrary rather follows from it, For if he
knew the Jews would not believe without Mi-
racles, and 1f it was his Defire and Defign that
they thould believe 1n him, which will fcarce
be denied, this made 1t neceflary for him to-
work Miracles before them with this very View,
that they might be thereby brought to believe
m him.  Bot 1t will be faid, that our Saviour
here reproves the Jews for not believing in him
without Miracles,  But necither could this be
his Intention 5 f{ince he nimfelf declares, that if
he had not done Works among them which no
other Man did, they bad not had Sin. Bat what
he defigns here to reprove is the Temper of
thofe, who though they had {ufhicient Evidence
of his Miracles from Teftimony that micht be
hfely depended on, yet would not believe in
him, except they -themfelves faw them with
their own Eyes. This feems to have been the
Cafe of this Nobleman. Weare told Yoz iv,
45. that the Galileans who had been at the
Feaft at Ferufalem and had feen the Miracles
Chrift had done there, 7ece;ved him upon his
Return into Galrlee.  This Nobleman had not
been there, but had been informed of all this;
and when he heard that Fefus was come into.
Galilee, be went and befought bim that he wwonld
come down and beal bis Son. Te was in hope that
Chrift might heal his Son, if he came dswn and
touched him, but nototherwife, His Fuith feems
to have been very imperfect, probably becaufe he

hiiicdt
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him{elf had not feenany of the mighty Wy
Chrift had wronght, though he had fufficiep
Reafon to be affured of the Trath of they,
Then faid Jefus unto him, Except ye fee Sigi
and Wonders, ye will not believe.  And he (i
not go down to his Houfe, as he defired, 1
heal his Son, but faid, Go thy way, thy Son lizve),
The Nobleman {eems to have been {enfible of
the Reproof, and be believed the Word that .,
had [poken, and awent bis away.  And upon find.
ing that his Son began to recover zhe very Hoy
that Fefus fard unto bim, thy Son liveth, be hin.
Jelf believed, awith bis awhole Houfe,  He then
fully believed Chrift’s divine Miffion, of which
he had doubted before,

As this Gentleman does what he can to make
1t appear, that Chrift himfelf never intended hi
Miracles as Proofs of his divine Mitiion, {o he
endeavours to thew, that in themielves they are
no way fitted to be fuch Proofs or Evidences,

And firft, he thinks he may  not unplaufbly
“ fugoeft, what has been {o often urged upon
« this occafion, that Miracles have, time outof
¢ mind, been undoubtedly performed, as well
< in favour of falfe Do&trines, and therefore they
“ can never be fingly, and of themfelves alone,
““ any certain Marks of a true, p. 46.” He
{peaks of it here as paft all doubt, that Miracles
have been done in favour of falfe Do trines,
tho’ very probably he believes nothing of the
matter.  For he feruples not to call the Popith

Miracles, which he afterwards mentions, Jfﬂ/{j
an
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and fictitious, tho' thefe are as much to be de-
penaed on as other Miracles pretended to be
wrought in favour of falfe Doctrines,  But if he
would offer any thing to the purpofe, in order
torun a Parallel between the Atteftations pre-
tended to be given to any falfe Doltrines, and
thofe given to the Chriftian Difpenfation, let him
{hew,

1. That the Miracles wrought or pretended
to be wrought in favour of falfe Doctrines, or of
Impoftors, were Works plainly above all the Power
or Art of Man to perform. For many wonder-
ful things may be done by human Art or Skill,
and a dextrous Application of natural Caufes,
which cannot properly be called Miracles.

2. That thefe things were done, not in a
fingle Inftance, or in a very few Inftances, in
which cafe there might be fome Sufpicion of
Management ; but that there was a Succeflion
of them in many Inftances, and for a Courfe of
Years together.

7. That thefe Miracles were wrought In
profefled Atteftation to the Divine Miffion of
the Perfons by whom, or in favour of whom
they were wrought, and to the Truth of the
Doctrines they delivered, For ftrange things
have happened from time to time in all
Ages and Countries, from which no Confe-
quence can be drawn, as not being wrought in
declared Atteftation to any DoCtrines, or to the
Divine Miffion of any Perfons,

3 | 4. That
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4. That they were wrought not in fecret o
before a few only, but m an open publick
manner ; wrought not merely 1n favour of the
reigning Religion, when a very nice Examing.
tion would not be very fafe; but In favour of
a Religion contrary to the moit mveterate Pre.
judices, and in the view of fubtil and malicioys
Enemies, who had the Power 1n their hands
and who had all the Opportunitics that could b
defired to have deteCted the Impofture, if there
had been any; and were ftrongly carried ly
therr Inclimations and Intercfts to do 1t,  Asd
yet were not able upon the moft diligent Exa.
mination to dete¢t Fraud or Impofture in any
one Inftance, n which cafe 1t might have in-
duced a Sufpicion of the reft, that they were all
owing to the lame Caufes,

¢, That the Accounts of thefe Miracle
were delivered by Perfons, who themfelves fuw
and knew hiun, and who by their whole Condud:
gave all the Marks of difinterefted Probity and
Sincenty, and perfitted m their Teftimony with
an unfhaken Conftancy, without ever falfifymng
in any one Inftance, tho' they thereby expofed
themielves to the moft grievous Perfecutions and
Sufferings.

6. That even {fome of the moft obftinate
Adverfaries that lived neareft thofe Times did
not pretend abfolutely to deny the Facts, tho
they endeavoured to attribute them to wrong
Caufcs ; and that great Numbers of Perfons

ftronzly prejudiced agamft the Religion thus
attefted,
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attefted, embraced 1t upon the Credit of thefe
miraculous Attetlations) 1 oppofition  to theis
former Prejudices, and to their worldiyl erefls,

-‘

s well as (o thLIl tavourite Appetites and Pul-

t

fions; and this in the very Age iy which the
Fadts were done, wud in Places swhera they hod
the Delt Oppormmtlcs of enquiriny nio the
Truth of thofe Talts, and detecung tiven it they
had been fallc *,

* The Fewifh Story concerning f 's performing his
wonderful Works by virtue of the ticfable Name which
he ftole out of the Temple and hid in lm Thigh, is well
known. And many both of the ]‘f:us and Heathens afcrih-
ed his Miracles to his extraordinary Siiil i Masick
And among others, (Jclﬁfs, as appeass i feveral Pafares

UFOrzgm:u Work againit him, All wat can be ti'f‘y
mathered from hence is, Lhat the Truth ¢ tl ~ miracu-
lous Iacts was o evident, thac they were not able to
deny 1t.  For as to the Charge itlein, it is manitellly ab-

furd and ridiculous, whether we t‘:.tz”f* lev the Natute and
Circumftances of the Works thewielves, or the knd for
which they were wrought, or U 5. seracier of “fefws, and
the Nature and Defizn of tue Ritizien ho pm,.-:iu.:.d £0
the World. PLiny obhirves, !:Lh never was wny 2lan
fonder of Magick than Nero, or did more o ertourave
and countenunce it, wnd that he tent iur the ablet \ia-
flers of it frem 2 Parts, and vet hat nevar was the

\amt}’ and Falihood of it more nlunt dieoversd than

i his Time, P/ 100 Nato Lido 3o, Gin, 2 ——- And
lf the F(;q)gyr "mﬂ '*2 f};”rf‘;"‘ﬂ: ‘ni E_l"“Cl" N 1L hi | I]h‘l*ht‘{
‘meen:r could not hLinder the Ixitl"icg of it from bun‘r
detected 5 can it be ; Hna dntdy thae of the Thines dene by
our S(z*vzaz:? and btz < ofliesy wio had no *\u*lmmv 1o
countenapce them, ..11*:i v many watchfu! Enemies to
obferve them, had heen of no higher kind thun Mevical
Operations, t;h;, Fony and h.monulc would not have been

foon dn.tede-:l and expoled!

Lett, 11, G It
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If this Writer will pleafe to produce any fulf;

Religion that had fuch Teftimonials, and to
whom all this may be applied, 1t fhall be confi.
dered. In the mean time I affirm, that it i
abfolutcly out of his power ; and that therefore
this Part of the Evidence for Chriftianity {tands
upon a firm and immoveable Bafis ; fince it may
be clearly {hewn, that all the above-mentioned
Circamfitances concur m 1t, 1n which 1t can
never be equal'd by any falfe Religion. And
tho’ the Scripture warns us (as he obferves) of
ling Wonders and falfe Chrifts, and to take the
utmoft care of what we give credit to of this
kind ; yet 1t certainly never {uppofes, that any
falfe Chrifts thould arife, who fhould be able to
work fuch a Succeflion of glorious Miracles, as

were wrought in atteitation of Chriftianity,
"The wonderful Works wrought by our Lord
Fefus Chrift 1 avowed Confirmation of his di-
vine Miflion were of {uch a nature, and {o ma-
nifeftly tranfcending all the Art and Power of
Man, {uch as the reftoring perithed Limbs ina
Moment, healing the moft defperate Drifeafes
by a Word, commanding the Winds and the
Seas, and even raifing the Dead ; that they might
be alone fufhicient, as they were circumf{tanced,
to give a convincing Proof of his divine Mifhion:
but they received a wonderful Confirmation by
his Refurrection from the Dead, which he him-
felf had foretold, and to which he appealed, and
of which there was all the Evidence that couéd-
I G
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be reafonably defired #,  And this was followed
and farther confirmed by his Afcenfion into
Heaven In the view of his gazing Diiciples

and both were placed beyond Al reafonablz doubt,
and recetved a mighty additional Foree, by the
extraordinary Eftuticn of the Iioly Gholl foon

Y
aliil

* Qur Author gives a hint, that if our Saviour had but
taken one Turn in rbe Market p!.fn,r- after s Refurreétion,
this would have been a more effe@ual Conviction to the
fews thanall the kvidence that was offere. .,ni:{l mivhthio:
ﬁaredbatb;br p:zuffz;Lr"'mmsdz.,a&a,;;,uf/ i ,n:._--,-‘ 2o,
swng pertfbed merely by the thing’s betiig daie i o U200 or puo
But cerrainly the }’roofwu{l) oven of Chrils Rl r-
rection was a much firener b vidence of it Ty Lan mere-
ly his taking a Turn or two thro” the Market-Place
would have been, berore a Croud of Peaple, few of whom
couid be fuppofed to be fo mtimately acquainted with
him as to be abfolutely {ure that 1t was he: or it they
had believed that 1t was like him, they veuld have been
ready to think, as = Difciples av fuft did, that they
had [cen a Spirit, or fome unaccountable Spprarance in
his Form and Shave,  Whercas, as th: Cafe s now cir-
curftanced, he fheiced mﬂf clive after s Refurreétion
by many o faﬁ:f)f P?GGﬁ to Perfons to whom he was per-
fectly known, and who could not be impoted upon in this
matter, They themfelves were not forward to believe
it, till they could no longer doubt of 1t without r2nounc-
ing the Te{’cl'non} of all their Senfes. T hev faw him,
they handled him, they cat and drank with him, they
converfed famllmrl with him on many 11'1“pt)"mnt Sub-
jects for forty Days toﬂ*cthu If it had oniy been the
cleven Apoftles that Teltified this, the Number of the
Witnefleswould have been very uﬂ'iut,m, but there were
many others that faw him, and converfed with him,
find at laft he was feen, as St. Paul in his furft Epiitle to
the Corinthians affirms, by above ﬁve punedred ¢t guce, mott
of whom were alive when C:m writ that Epiltle, It can-

2 not
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Licention, i r"onit?quenr:c of his cwp
Pred ;FLiO'l 111 Prom 11..,. And t} R ’1“'”:11 LN
roved to thie World by the moft extraor ‘Hm,
G:f‘::ﬁ: and Powers chidine with his l)lftlh}t:

3
)

vf‘lo went thre” all Nations teaching the uw
which he kad commanded them, and

enablad

not without the areateft Al furdity be fuppoled, that there
{rould have been a Cemb *1“‘.1:'“1’1 among {o many P LI‘[L"S
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shie hottom of the Impofture, and to ftifle all Reports of
hs
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enabled for many Years together in the Name
ind by the Power of a rlfen Fefus, to perform
the moft illuftrious Miracles, fuch as he himfelf

had done whilft on Farth ; all which came in
aid
his Refurre@ion in the very birth? This is the Method
that common Senfe would have direfted to in this cafe;
and which they would undoubtcdly have taken, confider-
ing how zealous they were in the Caufe, and that they
had the power in their hands, DBut :n[’caad of this, all
was huddled up ; the Centincls were unpunifhed, their
Evidence ftifled, no farther Enquiry made. And when
the Difciples ol)u..nlv avowed that Gor? was rifen from
the Dond,y of which they were Witnefies, they durft not
enter into a particular Dilcufiion or Fxamination of that
matter, bn.t contented themfclves with commanding
them not to {peak in his Name, who boldly declared to
their fuces, thae they would do it. In a word, it is
plain from their whole Management on this occafion,
that it was not for want of {uthcient Evidence of Coriff’s
Refurre&tion, that the Rulers of- the fervs did not be-
lieve in him 5 and that as they were difpofed, they would
not have acknowledzed hun as the Mefiiahy whatever o-
ther Evidence had Lt;cn offered 5 fo when they could
not deny that “feis had raifed I.a::m;;s from the Dead,
inftead of he inx convinced by it, they enly took counfel
how they mtﬂ'ht deftrov them hnth
But if the Rulers and Bocl; of the Frowifhy Nation had
believed in a rifen Fefis, and embraced his Religion,
would thofe, who now make their not belicving an Ar-
sument wunft the Truth of Chriff's RefurreCtion, have
been convinced ? No. It is probable they would have
taken ftil] greater advantage of this, and reprefented it
s a national Affair, in which the }‘ews joined out of
that Attachment to the Honour and Intereft of their Na-
tmn, for which they were fo remarkable, Such 1s the
true Spirit of Infidelity, alwavs to find fault with the-E-
vidence that is already offered, and. to infift upon fome
other or farther Proof, which 1f it were granted would
be as far from eiving fatisfaction as before.
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aid of theirTeftimony, and gave ita force whig
no other Teftimony ever had, Herz is fug),
Concurrence of the moft extraordinarydivine 4.
teftations, fucha Concatenation of Evidences, o
{fupporting another, that the Apottle had reuy
to fay to the Chrittian Converts, that if sy ;.
gel from Heaven had endeavoured to tura thep

L

to another Gofpel, they were not to regard hin,
Where he does not put a Cafe that he fuppofy
might really happen, but ufes a ftrong Munng
of Exprefiion to fignify, that no Pretence whi
{oever fhould turn them from a fteady Adh
rence to the Gofpel of Chrzff.  And tho o
Author feems to think that an Angel's 2poeiine
from Heaven would have been the higheft k.
vidence pothble, #.11. yet I Lelieve any ore
that impartially confiders this mater, will be apt
to conclude, that the Appearance of a fing
Angel would have fallen vaftly fhort in Strength
of Evidence, of that amazing Succeffion of 1
luftrious divine Atteltations that were oiven o
Chriftianity ; the like to which never was n
proot of any falle Religion, nor can be fippok
ed to be in conliftency with the Wifdom and
Goodnefs of divine Providence. For this would
be to lay too great a Temptation in the way o
his frail Creatures; fince we cannot coiceiv,
that fuppofing a Revelation really to have comt
from God, it could have been aticnded with
more illuftrious confirming Evidences of a de
vine Original, than all thefe taken together

form. And when to thefe external Asteftation
5
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« added the exemplary Punity of the great
Founder of this Religion, the excellent Charac-
er of his Difciples, fo remote from that of Im-
poftors, and from all worldly Views and carnal
[nterefts ; and the Nature and Tendency of the
Religion thus attefted, which is defigned to re-
aim Men from Idolatry, Vice, and Wickeds
nefs, to the Love of God, to his pure Worfhip,
to the Practice of univerfal Holinefs and Virtue,
and to the heavenly Mind and Life, it carries
the Evidence as far as it can go.  For this again
furnithes a new Proof, that as the Miracles were
fuch as vaftly exceeded all human Power, fo
were they not owing to the Agency of {uperior
evil Beings ; fince 1t can never be imagined, that
they would contribute their Afliftance to the
performing fuch wonderful Things 1 favour of
aReligion fo directly oppofite to all their In-
terefts, and to the Defiens evil Beings maft be
fuppofed to have mn view. And therciore they
muft have been wrought by the inmediate Af-
fitance and Agency of God humf:lf, or, which
comes to the fame thing, Ly the Aflilince of
good Beings fuperior to Mian, acting under him,
-and by his DireGion, and who would never have
thus given their Atteftation to Fraud and Im-

aPOﬁure.
- There is another thing which the Author
offers, p. 47, and which he feems to defign as
i Argument, I would anfwer it if I under-
Mood it, but I confefs I cannot well make fenfe
of it myfelf, nor have met with any body that
could,
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could. But as far as 1 am able to appichend i
the Drift of it feems to be this 5 that fuch M.
racles as were wrought at the firft Ettablifhine
of Chrittianity were to be expelted as the m
tural Effelts of fuch a benevolent Relision
the Cariitian, and therefore could not be Eyi
dences of its Truth and Divinity s As i the
fame wondertol Works might not be boih L.
ftances of great Benevolence, and the Ltfids ¢
a divine Power, and confequently Proois of
divine Interpofition, And certamnly if any R
ligion could be fuppofed tobe of fuch a naw,
as necefly arily to bring along with it fuch giorios
Efte&ts of a divine Power and Benevolence, thi
would be a plain Evidence that it came fom|
God.

This Gentleman having made an Aitenpt o)
fhew that Miracles can in no cufe be any Prosh

at all, atierwards {feems willing 1 hus grear Li
berality to grant, that Miracles might be Ev
dences to thofe that actoally faw them ; but ke
denies they could be E Evidences to any oth o e
fons. He athirms, that they could not be Proos
even 1o the Men of that Geiwraticn mz.;, i
not altually and per/wmﬁv prefenty st t
WEre d@:‘?t’ and Z!J(ij 7 the /MHC’ L"L.’ s f
o they can be noue to us now - 51, Pu A
on to declaim in many W ords after his tonas
and all that he urges here depends upen (i
Principle, that no Accounts of paft Fadhs ca
at all be fafely depended upon, and that no s

lh to believe any thing but what he aCtuaily Re

‘o
it llﬂ
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with tisown Eyes ; "That the Teflimony of Sighs

is by its Nature an Evidence not £9 be continuni -
cated——And that the Light of Conoi&ion wlich
is thus reccived can extend no farther than 1o
the Eye-witnefs bimfelf, loff aud extinguifbed the
firft Moment it 1s gffered to be iinparted ; p. 52,
3. A way of talking completely ridiculous,
and thefe Gentlemen themielves would efteem
it fo, if applied to any other Subject,  And the
Reafon he gives for it 15 no lefs ridiculous 3 that
dll the Affurance 1n the World of ancther’s feeing
can never bave an equal Effeét wupon my Senfes,
or make me fee @ Thing cwbeie T s0es not actually
srefent,  But tho’ no Afiurance of another Man’s
feing a thing can muke me fee it, and who
ever was {0 abfurd as to pretend it could have
that Effect? yet 1t may lay a juit Foundation
for my believing 1t, and 1n fome Cafes the Af-
jurance may be {o ftrong, that T can no more
eafonably doubt of it than if I had feen it my
felf,

In oppofition to all this loofe Harangue, it is
lufhcient to obferve, that it the Miracles ori-
anally wrought in Atteitation of Chriftianicy
were Proofs to thofe that actually {aw them, then
they are Proofs to us too, provided we have E-
vidence reafonably fufficient to convince us, that
thefe extraordinary Fa&ts were really done,  So
that ftill the Queftion retuins to this, whether
we have {ufficient realon to think, that the Ac-
counts given us of thofe Faces are to be depend-
ed upon, and that thofe Falts were really per-

Lett, II. H icrmed.,
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formed.  Torif {0, t]}t?‘,’ are as truly Fvidences tg
us of the Truivani Divinity of that Reve ljmn
i Atceftation of which th(} WCIT WioUL, "l 93
tihey were to thole that faw them, or hvci 1) the
Age m whicn they were pczfomud. oo pe
{aid, none that live in fucceeding Ages can v
the fume Evidence that thole of the frft had,
I anfwer, they cannct have ccular Eviceng,
and fo 1t muft be faid of all paft Falls, or ;;.l
Falts done at a diftance from us; but yet they
may have Evidence f{utlicient to convince any
con Ldumgipcl fon that they were done 3 f:l_{l Al
Evidence fo {trongly cricumflanced, that no
Man can reafonably deny it, without toeing
upon the above-mentioned Principle, that he
cannot fafuly ]_L cveany patt Tacis i cll) orany
thing bt v’ A heives with hisown Eyes,  And
the Man that 15 obliged to take refuge heie, i
driven to as great an Abfurdity as can wll be
fuppoled ; and plumy ihcws, that he has no
thnM reafonzble to fay againft the Credit of thofe
Facte,  And vet s 13 the Shife this Witk i
planly l'u..hultd to.  And this feems to be the
Princ ipie on which his Infidelity refls 5 a mani-
felt I root thet 1t 15 20/ fetinaed on Reafon or Ar-
aument,

It 15 on this Principle that he tells us, p. 52,
That ¢ that Divine Demonftration to by-
“ ftanders, the Voice of God himfelf, This is
< my belg *m’ Senr, has been by one intervening

L\Ue dwindled long fince to human Tl‘.ldl-
_“ t10n, God no longer bears witnefs to his

€« 5om,
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« Son, but Men only bear witnes to God.”
This may pafs for a pretty Jinale. The Anti-
thefts founds well enough, between Mew's pear-
g witnefs, and God's beari g scitnefs; bat the
Rcafonmﬂ 15 poor, and the Sentnnmt falfe.  1or
if the wonderful Glory of Chritt at his Transi-
guration, and the Voice that then came to hin
was to be regarded as the Teftimony of Goed 1o
his Son in that Age, 1t 15 to be regarded as fuch
fhll, providfsd we have fufticient Evidence of
the Reallty of the Falt; and tho’ we ourfelves
did not fee the Glory, nor hear the Voice, yet it
we have good reafon to believe that the Af’count
of thofe, who themiclyes faw and heard it, 15 to
be dependn,d on, 1t ought in all reafon to have
an Influence upon us as really as 1t we hid been
prefent ourfelves. For the manner in which
we come to know a thing does not alter the
cale; 1t 15 fufficient, if we know it 1n fuch a
way as to have a reafonable Conviciion that it is
true.  And 1t 1s certain thar v many cafes we
can no more reafonably doubt of things which
we have by Informction fiom others who faw
and heard them, than it we Lo and heard them
omfelves,  And p particalarly 1t may be thews,
and often has been ihewn wiily great Strength
and Clearnefs, that there never wasa ”Ililimon ),
more to be « iq ended on than that of tncﬁgomm
nd Gt Witnefics of (.,311 {Lianity.

I need not take much nctice of what Le
wrges, p, 2, and wh1ch hf“ backs with the Au-
thairy of the Romifb Church, that if Miracks

H 2 Were
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were #eceffary at urft i the Infancy of the G,.
Jpely they are fo fiill, and ought to be continueg
in the Church. Fcn ﬁmpo{mo- the Authomy
of a divine Reveiwuon {uficiently confirmed by
a Series of che moft ex‘raorc hmry divine Agtel
tations at 1is firit Kitebhthment, 1t would be g
1die thin T to exXpes Ctthat toere fhould be new
Accitations and Airacles in Pvmy AU( It &
{uificion:, that the Accounts of ihote Siteh Origl-
nal %Ltfi" ations are (ranfmitted to us m a manner
that may be wfely de; LI]L cd upon, To de
mand new Sign:: :.md Wend s 1o be continually
done beiore onr o .Mud be perfectly unre.
{fonable, &L ul ny might 1t be demanded, that
all the C*{“r;oidmary F’l&b that were done in the
firft Ace, m Atteftationof the Gofpel; fhould
be donc over acaln 0 every Age. And as on
Man, 11 one Age, and in one Country, hath s
much right to exke& and demand 1t as another,
all thefe thmga muit be repeated in the Vlev,,
and for the Satistaction of every fingle Perfon m
every Age, and in every Country. And what
a firange Scene of things this would introduce,
how unfit and unbecoming the divine Witdom,
1s very evident! At that rate, nothing were to
be feen but Signs and Wonders ; and, by being
{o common, they would ceafe to be extraord:-

nary, and this very thing would hinder the
Eftect,

Our Author having endeavoured to fhew,
that our Saviour never appealed to the Under-
{tandings of Men, or lald before them any Ev-

dence
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dence to convince them of his Divine Miflion :
that his Miracles were no Proofs of this at all,
nor were ever Intended by hun as {uch; and
that the Accounts of them that are tranfinitted
tous are not to be depended upon; that is,
having endeavoured to remove every thing that
could be fuppofed to lay a rational Foundation
for believing, proceeds, p. 6, &e. to fhew
what it is that 1s defigned in the Gofpel as the
true Principle of our Faith; and this he re-
folves entirely 1nto the immediate Revelazion of
the Holy Ghoft imparted fiparately and fuper-
noturally o every Individual, as he exprefles it,
p. 112, which srradiates the Souls of Believers
at once, with az irrefiftible Light from Heaven,
that flafkes Convillion in @ Moment ; and 2bus
oir Faith is compleated in an inftant, and the
moft perfect and finifbed Creed produced at once,
without any tedious Progrefs in Deduttions of our
swn 3 p. 59. This he reprefents as of fuch a
nature, as to render all outward Inftructions en-
tirely needlefs 5 fo that we muft not be left fo
take any the leaft Pait of our Inflrutions from
one anotber, Nor need we have recourfe to the
holy Scriptures, which he calls Mauvufeript Au-
thorities and Paper Revelations, or concern our
llves at all about the Credit of ancient Mira-
cles, or other Facts there recorded *. The Spi-
nt alone 1s to do all without our own Reafon, or

the

* See the feveral Faffages relating to this laid together in my

former Letter, p. 11, &, which therefore I need not particu-
larly vepeat here.
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the Ufe of anv Meanson our parts. He afiy s,
that this Influence of the Spirit is pronsity 10
abide with all Chriftians to the end of the Wy,
to guide them infallibly in all Truth, o 111}
1‘““\’?' ﬂ"‘OUld NOL be 1{_}‘3‘ Zfdé:‘t one .Z\JO:’HL'Z' 19
Pc/fzéz/ztv of firror and Impofition.  That it i
univerfal 5 1t 25 #he Liobt < /ZC‘/H?ZZ-”TBHZLI‘/J“';'
Man that comicth into ihe iVorld : 'l 1t It cautes
Men to think all alite 5 and that on this Scheie
alone, Men may be juitly punifthed for Herety
and for Unbe hef fince this muft be OWIng to
o rebellious Ojbif‘o/ztzmz of the Influence of the \/zsz
and a wilful rejecting bis Sollicitations, and o
Refufalof bis offered Grace,

But 1 do not fee how our Author can con-
fiftently talk of Perfons refifting the Spirit, o

what room therc 1s left upon his Scheme fur
Uubt,hc.‘r, or for Iereties at all.  For fince he
fuppofes this Infiuence to be an zrrefiftivle Light,
inflantanecus n 1ts EfteCls, zufallible in its Gui
dance, and the Eficct of 1t to be the completing
Faith at once, and infuiing the aclole Creed
an inftant, engwinw Men to think all alike, ad
freeing them irom all Pefibility of Ervor end
Impo/zz‘zmz , and fince he at the fame tme fup-
poies this Influence of the Spuit and inf{lible
Inipiration to be univerfal, imparted to cvery
Individual, and extending to every Man that
cometh 1 mto the World 5 it manifefl] y foliows,
that every Chriftian, yea, every Nan tht
cometh into the World, 1s irrefiftibly enlightned,

has his Faith abfolutely completed, 1s frce fronﬁ
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| Poffibility of Etror, and thinks exactly in all
Ponts of Faith the {fame way with every other
Vian 5 and that therefore there can be no Un-
belief, no Error, no Herely, no Difterence of
Sentiment among Vien or Chriftians,

Nothing can be more contrary to plamn and
undeniable Fact, more contradictory in all its
Parts, and more evidently fubverfive of itfelf,
than the Scheme here advanced by this Writer.
Iam fenfible this Gentleman will be ready to
feer at the Charge,  IFor undoubtedly he does
not intend that the World thould look upon it
35 a thing which he himfelf believes. 1t is the
triie ﬁm}‘)z‘zﬁ*{?! and revealed Account of the Mat-
t2r, and the Scripture alone muft anfwer for it.
And therefore the more ContradiCtions are
proved upon his Scheme, the better 1t will an-
fier his Defign, which 1s to expole Chrittianity
to the Derifion and Contempt of Mankind.

But if it be made appear, that this is all grofs
Mifreprefentation 5 that the Account he is
pleafed to give us is as contrary to Scripture, as it
5 to Reafon and Common Senfe, then the Con-
tradiCtions and Abfurdities are to be charged
upon the Author himfelf, and he 15 juftly ac-
countable for them. And this Attempt of his
muit only pafs for a Proof of his readinefs to take
any Methods, how unfair or dilingenuous focver,
toexpofe the Relixion of Fefus.

In order to anfwer his Defign, he heapstogether
anumber of Texts, without any regard to their
particular Meaning and Intention, as they lie

10

-
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in the {acred Writings, and applies them all pro.
nifcuoufly the fame way, He every whep
confounds the extraordinary and ordinary [.
fluence of the Holy Spirit ; that which wag pe.
culiar to the Apottles, or to the firft Age |
applies to Chriftians In every Age; and it any
thing extraordinary was done in {ome particuly
Cafes, he urges 1t as 1f 1t was defigned to be the
ftanding Rule in every Cafe, Thus, to thew
that the Holy Ghoft operates without delay, by
an irrefiftible Light from Heaven, that flafbes
Conviltion i a moment 3 he inftances in the
happy Metamorphofis of an officious Perfécutor
into as z2alous an Apoftle 5 p. §8, §9. Buttho
the Converiion of St. Paul, taken in all its Cir-
cumftanices, was a fignal Atteftation to the
Trath of Chriftianity, it would be very abfurd
to pretend to draw an Argument from f{uch an
extreordinary Inftance, to fhew what are the
ordinary Methods of God's dealings with Men
1 bringing them to the Faith of Chritt, That
Apoftle declares concerning himfelf, that he did
not recerve the Gofpel, which he preached, of
Man, neither was be taught it, but by the Re-
velation of Jelus Chrift, Gal 1. 12. But cn
it be concluded from thence, that every Chr-
ftian receives the Gofpel in the fame 1mmediate
way from Chrift himfelf, without any human
Inftruction?  As well might it be faid, that
when he declares concerning himfelf, that he
was an* Apoftle, not of Man, nor by Man, his

Intention was to fignify, that all others were
Apoftles

—l
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Apoftles as well as he,  Yet this is the Courfe
of our Author’s reafoning, than which nothing
an be more abfurd and ridiculous,  And even
with regard to this Cafe of the Converfion of
§t, Paul, his Faith in Chrift though fuddenly
wrought was not unreafonable, or without Evi-
dence. His Underftanding and Reafon was
fully convinced by what he heard and faw of
the divine Power and Glory of a rifen Jefus.
And the Influence of the Holy Spirit upon his
Mind, enduing him with exiraordinary Gitrs
and Powers, was not a blind Impulfe to enoage
him to believe he knew not why (which is the
Reprefentation this Gentleman is pleas’d to make
of the Infivence of the Spirit) but enabliny him
clearly to difcern the Gofpel-evidence, and giv-
ing him a nght Knowledge of the Chuitian
Religion, the whole Scheme of its Dodtrines
and Laws, 1ts Procfs and Evidences, {o that his
Faith was 1n the {triCteft Senfe rational.

It 15 readily granted, that there was an ex-
traordinary Influence of the Holy Ghoft upon
the Apoftles, who were chofen to be the tirft
authorized Witnefles of Chriftiamity, and ned
an immediate Commiffion from Chrift himiclt
to publith his Relizion to the World ; I fay,
there was an extraordinary Influ.ace of the Ho-
ly Ghoft upon them, both for enabling them to
perform the moft illuftrious Miracles, and for
enduing them with fpiritual Gifts, and infalli~
bly guiding them in the Dottrines and Laws

they were to deliver to the Church in the Name
Lett, I1. 1 ‘ of
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of Chnift. And there is nothing in this byt
what 15 highly real fonable. TIor iuppolmrr God
to give an "'“{tl’l()ldmdl y Revelation of his Wi
for the Inttraction and Direction of Mankind,
it was very proper that thofe to whom he o
ainally gave th.t Revelation to be by them pub
lithed to the World 1n his Name, fhould have
their Minds extraordinarily illummated in the
Knowledge of the Doltrines and Laws they
were to deliver as from him, 1o as to be kept
from Lrror in delivermg them 5 and that they
thould alio be enabled to produce futiicient Cre
dentizls of their divine Milion, to convinee
Mankind v be fent them.  God's dona this
i the Cale of the Chrtttian Revelation has
maniie{t Prepuety oty and 15 an Infiance of
his great Wadom and Goodnefs,  And 1t would
be a firange thing to pretend to argue trom this
that Chrftianity 15 not on a rational Foundz
tion, or that the Fiith of the Gofpel cannot be
an Al Es:nt founded on  rational Conviction;

when this very ‘T Thingis part of the Evidence on
which Chrittiznity is toundcd, and which makes
the Aflent to 1t realomable. And yet this ex-
traordinary Influcnce of the Holy Ghoft, pro-
miled to and conferrcd upon the: Apottles for
thefe valuable Purpefes, is what {feveral of the
Texts mentioned by this Writer refer to, FPar-
ticularly thofe Texts which he produces with
fo much Pomp, p. 57. The Spirit of Truth,
which proceedetn from the Father and the S,
be fball teftify of me. And again, The Sg‘m if

rrw lg,ﬂf
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whom I fhall fend fhall lead vou into all Truth,
The former of thefe Paﬁiiges The Spirit of
Truth (hall ft/}/}‘}' of me, relates particularly to
the Teftimony given to Chrift by the extraordi-
nary Gitis and Opuatlons of the Holy Spirit 1in
that firft Age.  And accordingly our Lord afier
thofe Words 1mmediately adds, {peaking to hig
Apoftles, indye alfo fhall bear ] f/'z'f.«fﬁf’.i', becaufe
10 have beoi <oith e jz om the Beginaung. John
. 26, 27. ‘The cther Text relau.s to the -
fallible 'Guidance proxmﬁ,d to the Apoftles to
affit them i the executing of their Office.
And accordingly, after faying, The Spirit wwhom
I fhall find (kail lead you into all Truth, he

adds, and le < u..z/, Jhew you Things to come, Ch,
wi, 13, And before this, in t the fame Difcourte,
he had promifed; The Cai}ﬁ/m, wohich is the
Holy Glofi—fioall teacl: vou all Things, and bring
ol Things to your Reembrance, wwhatfiever 1
.m;e‘/md uuto vou,  Vhele Texis which plainly
elate to the Apottles, and which in that View
have nothing in them buc what s proper and
neceffary, and highly for the Honour of Chirt-
ltianity, arc applied by this Gentleman, as if
they contained o Pron:ife of anin '..mLL G-
dance of the Spirit to oll Chritiens in every
Age*; that they might not &e fes ;.f:*"]/f one
Nioimneit

* In like manner he endeavours to draw an Arcument
for that univerfal Infpiration of all Chrithians which he
Eontendb for, trom the Promife made by our Saviour to
his Apoftles, Matt. x, 19, 20. where having told them

I 2 of
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Moment to a Poffibtlity of Error and Impofition,
as he exprefles 1t, p. 60. A thing which is ey;.
dently abfurd and falfe in Fuact. But then thj;
Ialfhood and Abfurdity is not chargeable on the
Scripture Scheme, or upon the New Tettament,

but on our Author himf{elf and his Mifreprefen.
tifion of it,

Befides

of the Perlccutions to which they fhould be expofed, an
that they fhould be drought before Governours and King,
for bis fake, he bids them take no Thought how or wht
they fhould fpeat 5 that is, not to be anxioufly follicitous
about it, which otherwife they might be apt to be ; for
that it thould be given them in that fame Hour what they
thould fpeat ; and adds, For st 1s not ye that [peak, but thy
Spirit of your Father that [peaketh 1n you, By which,
though our Saviour does not tntend to fignify, thatal
ufe and exercife of their own Reafon was to be entirely
fuperfeded, as if they were not to have fs much as a fingl
Thought or Suggeftion of their own, as our Author glofies
it ; yet he certainly defigns to fignify that on fuch Q-
cafions they fhould not be left merely to themfelves, and
their own Thoughts and Expreflions, but that the Spirit
fhould affift them in both iman extraordinary manner:
and this was wifely and gracioufly provided for the En.
couragement of the Apoftles under the amazing Difficul-
tics they were to encounter with in. the firft Promulgation
of a Religion that was to meet with fo much Oppofition
in the World, Yet from this extraordinary Cafe our
Author feems willing to infer, that the Spirit diffate
Sentiments in fecret to the Underflandings of all Chriftians
in every Age, and miraculoufly fpeaks to them for their
Inflruéiion, and gives them what to think as well as what 1
Jay. p. 108, 109. And with equal Strength and Juftice
he might argue, that all Chriftians have the Power o
working Miracles, of healing the Sck, cleanfing the Lepers,
and raifing the Dead, becaufe our Saviour in that Chapter

tommiffions and empowers his Apoftles to do fo. ver. 8.
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Befides the extraordinary Influence of the
Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles to endue them
with miraculous Powers, and to guide them in-
fllibly in delivering the Dollrine of Chrift;
there was alfo a plentiful Effufion of the Spirit
upon the firft Chriftians, though not in the fame
degree with the Apoftles, which contributed
mightily to the {preading and propagating the
Chriftian Faith. And confidering that the
Chritian Religion at its firft Publication had
almoft infuperable Obftacles to encounter with
ina World funk in Idolatry, Superftition, and
Vice, there was then great need of an extraoidi-
nary Meafure of divine Influences to accompany
the preaching of the Gofpel among thofe to
whom it was publithed. And its making fo
fpeedy and wonderful a Progrefs as it did in face
of the greateft Oppofition, when it had the in-
veterate  Prejudices, the corrupt Appetites and
Paffions of Men engaged againtt it, and no world-
ly Advantages on its fide, furnifheth an addi-
tional Proof of its divine Original, and fhewed
afignal Interpofition of Heaven in its favour,
and a divine Light and Power accompanying it.
And if a Revelation that was at firft propagated
in a way that befpoke an extiaordmary divine
Power and Prefence, s alio of fuch a nature,
that 1t will bear the cooleft Examination 3 if its
Proofs and Evidences approve themfcives to our
impartial Reafon, and its Doltrines and Laws
appear to be worthy of God and of the moft
excellent Tendency, there 1s every thing that

£40
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can juftly be defired to make our Affent to j;
rational and well-founded, And this is the Cafe
of the Chrittian Revclation.

I doubt not, that upon a critical Examinatiop
of the Texts produced by this Writer, it woulg
appear that feveral of them, belides thofe al.
ready mentioned, relate to the firft Chriftians,
and to the extraordmary Eftulion of the Holy
Ghott in that Age. Of this kind that Text ap.
pears to me to be, which he mentions in the
firft place, and on which e feems to lay a par.
ticular Strefs, No Man can fay that Fefus is tl
Lord but by the Holv Ghoff. 1t 1s tcken from
1 Cor, xil. 3. where St. Pau/ 1s profefiedly dif-
courfing concerning the extraordinary Gifts of
the Spirit poured forth i that firfc Age, and
the Perfons endued with thofe Gifts.  And af-
ter declaring, that No Man [peaking by the Spirit
of God calleth Fejus accarfed, which relates to
thofe Jewith Teachers that went about anatlie-
matizing the Name ot Jefus, and at the fame
time made high Pretentions to the Holy Ghoft,
which they would net aliow any Gentiles could
be Partekers of ; he acds, No Mau can v thal
Fefus is the Lord our iy the Eoly Gloff, where
he probably refers to (hoie who m that firle Age
preached the Gofpel, and confirmed 1t by M-
racles, and theextraordinary Gifrs conferred upon
them ; which fhewed {uch Perlons were Par-
takers of the Foly Ghoft, thongh foveral of
them had been originaily Geuntles, v izhout
whofe divine Affiftance and Influence they coukd

100
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not have done thiss  This feems to be the pro-
per Intention of this Paflage. Though if it
were taken in a more general Senfe, to lignify
that the gracious Afliftance of God’s holy Spirit
is neceflary to our believing and acknowledging
Chrift in a right manner, {o as heartily to re-
ceive and fubmit to him as our Lord (for no
body can fuppofe that the bare faying in Words,
that Fefus 75 the Lord is all that is intended)
there is nothing abfurd in fuch an Interpreta-
tion. I freely grant what Chriftians have ge-
nerally acknowledged, that there isan Influence
of the divine Spirit thil communicated for afift-
ing Men of {incere and upright Minds in the
Knowledge and Belief of the Chriftian Religion,
and in the Practice of the Duties there required.
Nor is there any thing m this, but what 15 per-
fedtly agreeable to right Reafon, and the jufteft
Notions we can formy both of Man’s prefent
Weaknefs and Intrmity, and of the divine
Wifdom and Goodnefs; piovided we take this
alongy with us, that thefe gracious Afliftances
are communicated in a way perfeclly agreeable
to the juft Order of our Faculties, and with-
out offering Violence to the Freedom that belongs
to us as reafonable Creatures, moral Agents,
and {0 as not to render our own Endeavours
needlefs, bur to affift and animate our Endea-
vours *,  And it is manifeft, that fuch is the
Repre-

* That God can communicate his gracious Affiftances

o the human Mind in a manner perfectly well accom-
modated
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Reprefentation made to us in the facred Wi,
tings of the Iniluence of the Holy Spirit, ordi.
narily communicated to Chriftians,

The Author produces {ome Paffages to fhew,
that Believers are reprefented as the Temples of
God, and as having his Holy Spirit dwel/ing and
abiding 1n them. Thefe are noble Paffages,
which do honour to the facred Writings. They
are full of Confolation, and capable of being i
proved to the moft excellent Purpofcs. Fu
what can be a greater Encouragement, or 3
more powerful Incentive to the Praétice of Vir.
tue, than to be affured that God is gracioufly
prefent with good Men, ever ready to affit
guide, and comfort them by his Spirit ? But then
it 15 extremely evident, from the whole Tenou
of the Scriptures, that this is fuppofed to be fuch
| !

modated to our Nature, and fo as to leave us the juf
Exercife of our own Reafon and Freedom, nio Man that
has a sight Notion either of God or Man can reafonably
doubt ; and 1t can as little be doubted that it is agree-
able to his (oodnefs to do fo, And if we cannot di
finétly explain the manner of this divine Influence,
which is chiefly difcernible in the Effes, (and I readily
orant thts Author, that our Saviour feems to intimate
this in the Texts produced by him, p. 107, 108.) e
muft be a fmall Proficient in Philofcphy, that would
look upon this to be a fufficient Obiec&ion againft the
Reality of it. Since no Man that has fearched into the
Nature of Things needs be told, that there are many
Things the Certainty of which cannot reafonably be doubt
¢d, tho’ the manner of their Exiftence and Operations bt
what we are not able to explain, And this particularly i
the Cafe with regard to God’s providential Concourfe
with his Creatures,
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a Prefence and Influence, as not to exclude tle
Ule of proper Means on our parts, or the Exer-
cife of our own rational and moral Powers,
So when the Sperzt 15 reprefented as «ertnefling
awith our Spirits, which is another Paflioe re-
ferred to by tius Wiiter; the very Manner of
Expreflion plainly fhews that the Concurrence
of our own Spirits, the Exercile of oar own
Reaton and Confideration 1s neceflarily {uppofed,
And in like manner when St. ot faith, tha
le that believeth on the Son of God bath the
Witnefs 1n Gimfelf, 1 John v. 1o. this is not
defigned in oppofition to all outward Teftimony,
For he begins his Epiftle with putting thofe, to
whom he writes, in mind of the Teftimony of
him and the other Apoftles concerning the
“Things they had heard and feen, as what had
2 great mfluence 1n engaging them te believe,
Nor does it by any means exclude rational Ar-
ouments and Evidence.  All outward Helps and
Means arc taken 1, m order to the producing
that inward Witnefs or Teftimony m a Man'’s
owa Breaft, which is then efpecially completed,
-when befides the external Evidences and Autel-
tations given to the Truth of Chrithanity, the
Believer has a firong Senfe and Perception of
the-great Exccllency of the Religion ot Fefics,
and of the Charaters of divine Wifdom, Good-
nefs and Purity (hining forth in 1t, and feels iss
happy Influence upon his own Soul in purifying
his Heart, and reforming his Life. Sach a Per-
fon may not unfitly be faid to have the Wit-

Lett, 11, K nefs
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nefs in himfelf; and {urely this 1s perfe@ly con.
fitent with his having a rational Conviction of
the Truth of Chriftianity.

If Faith 15 reprefented, as this Gentleman ob.
ferves, to be ot of our filves, but to be i
Gift of God, this 1s agreeable to the devont
Language of the facred Writings, which teycl
us to alcribe every good thing thatis in us emi
nently to God, from whom cvery good Gipt dat)
defcend.  'Thus we are told, that it 75 Ged rher
aworketh 1in us towill and to do of bis cwen wonf

(}dﬂl

pleafure : yet it 1s evident, that this is not to b
underftood {o as to exclude our own Endeavours,
For we are at the fame time exhorted to <
out our owi Sakvation with Fear and Trembliny,
So we are to apply to God to make us perf.
i every good Work to do bis Willy working in
is that wbich ts well-pleafing and acceptable i
his fight; but 1t is manifeft from the whol
Tenour of the New Teftament, that we muft
g1ve all Diligence that we may grow i1 Grac
and Virtue, and muft ufe our utmoft Care and
earneft Endeavours, to ftir up our own Powes
to the Performance of our Duty, and to culti-
vate and 1mprove good Affections and Dufpoli-
t1ons 1 our Souls, In like manner, with refpect
to Faith, 1t 1s {o the Gift of God as not to ex-
clude the Concurrence of our own rational
Powers, or the Ufe of proper Arguments fitted
to work a rational Conviftion in the Under-
ftanding, Chriftians are exhorted to uzld up
themjibues in their moft boly Faith ; and W}}]fn

they
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they do not grow in Faith, this is ftill fuppoﬁ,d
to be their own fault, and to be owing 1 the
Negligence and Indlfpolltlon of their own
Minds.

With regard to tho'e Paflives, where our Sa-
yiour dt.Cl.llCa No Llan can come unto nie, ¢x-
cofit thoe Faz‘/w* awoich bath finé me, draao /;m,
and every Man toat bain bear zz' mm’ Lath leai-
¢d of the Father, cometd w0 me: And agal
No Man can come wnto e, excopt it qoor 0 00UEn
bim of mv Fatber : Not to it on the different
Expiications that have been given of them, ke
us grant that they are defigned to hgnify th
Necetitiy of a divine Affiftance 1 order to a
fincere Beliel and Acceptance of fefis Chrifl,
iffng i a datiial Obedience to his Laws, and

ha.;.,,r:.., Complianee with the Terms Of the
Gﬁlp..,;-k,oven..nt yet bl 1t 15 manifelt, that
this divine Affittance 1mplies the Ute of proper
Means and Endeavours on our parts, and the
Exercife of our own Reafon, and a caretul at-
tending to the Evidence that is oficred,  Our
Saviour all along 1n his Difcourfes with the Feas
luppoles there was fumicient Evidence to engage
Men to believe, and he fairly lays that Evi-
dence before them ; appealing to the Scriprures,
to the mighty Works which the Father had
eiven him to do, and the excellent Doétrine
which he fent him to teach. And thofle who
with teachable Minds rccetved the convincing
Evidence and Teftimony that God gave to hi
Son, {0 as to be thereby effectnally enmm.:,d to

K 2 bgls;vc
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believe and to obey him, might be properly faid
to be drawn and tausht of God, and to have
beard and learned of the Father. And on the
other hand, when cur Lord declares concerning
the unbelieving Fews, that 1t was not givei
them of the Father to come to im 5 his Inten-
tion is not to excufe their Infidelity by cafting
the Caufe of it upon God, but rather to ac-
gravate their Guilt, n not receiving and attend-
ing to the Evidence and Teftimony that the Fa.
ther had given to him, which was owing to the
bad Difpofitions of thetr Minds. For he cvery
where charges their Unbelief upon their own
perverfe Wills, and corrupt Affections, and their
hardning their Hearts and fhutting their Eyes
azainft Evidence *.  In which cafe 1t was juft
with God to give them up to their own Haid-
1efs and Obitinacy.

Upon the whole, allowing all that can be
jultly demanded, that in the prefent Darkiefs
and Corraption of Mankind a divine Afliltance
is neceflary the more effectually to reccinmend
Religion, and engage us to believe and embrace
it, and give 1t its due Weight and Influence
upon cur Minds; which Affiftance God 1
ready te impart to thofe who humbly apply to
him for it, and who are fincerely delirous to
know and do his Will; this indeed is a very
o0od Reafon for our applying to God by Prayer
ror his divine Aids, as good Men have always
Jone ; but no Argument can be drawn from it

{0

¥ See Mzt xun 15, Johnii, 19,22, v, 42,
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to Prove, that it 1s needlefs for us to ufe our own
Endeavours ; fince this divine Affiftance is not
intended to exclude, but rather to encourage
the Ufe of proper Means and Endeavours on
our parts.  Nor doth it in any wife follow from
it, that Religion 1s not in it felf a reafonable
thing, For all the Arguments and Motives of
Religion are {iill maintained in their full Force.
And the gracious Provifion God hath in his great
Goodnefs made for afhiting our prefent Weak-
nefs and Infirmity by the Aids of his Holy Spirit,
fhould make usmore diligent to ufe our beft En-
deavours to underftand Religion and to pradtife it;
in which cafe this divine Affiftance will be an in-
e{timable Advantagetous. Butif by our Pride and
Obftinacy, and bad Difpofitions, we reject the
Evidences of Religion, and refift the Methods of
his Grace towards us, this muf(t greatly heighten
our Guilt, and expofe us to a more aggravated
Condemnation. This Gentleman himfelf feems
in Words to acknowledge this, How he can
do 1t in confiltency with his Scheme, 1 do not
fee. But fuppofing the Account now given of
the Nature and Defign of this Influence to be
true, what he faith on this head 1s juft and rea-
fonable, That ¢ the Tender of this Conwction,
“ however potent in its Influence, muft yet de-
““ pend greatly upon the proper Difpofition of
“ our Minds to give it reception for its Eth-
“ cacy, and fo far will afford ample Matter for
“ Trial and Probation.” That ¢ a rebellious
“ Oppofition of the gracious Influence of the

“ divine
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« divine Spirit deferves a fevere Refentment ,”
and that < with ail Jutlice we may in that caf;
“ be cail’d to a ftrni& Account for our Qbfi
“ nacy, Impiety, and Perverfenefs.” p. 67, 64,
And agam he talks of ““ a fevere Repreheniion
“ juftly due toa rebellious Refufal and Ditckin
¢ of proftered Grace;” p. 06. cd of ¢ (ols
« withholding Light from fuch as chuv” w fi
“ in Darknefs, and by their Ingiiiude and
“ Neglect have rendered themfelves unworthy
“ of all farther Sollicitations.” Thefe Expref.
fions, tho’ not 1n the Senfe intended by thi
Wiriter, contain awful Truths, which I heatily
with he would ferioufly confider, tho’ it 1s vary

likely be will not thank me for any Concern ]
can be under on his account,

Thus T have confidered the Account this
Gentleman gives of the Influence of the Ioly
Ghott, which proves nothing but s own U
fairnefs, and the great Liberties he atlows him
telf 1n mifreprefenring the Scriptures, and ridi-
culing the moft :.cred Things, For no two
things can be more cppofite to one another
than the srue Scriptural Account of this Matter,
and that which this Writer would put upon v
as fuch., The Influcnce of the Spirit, according
to his Reprefentation of it, {fuperfedes the Kyer-
cife of our own Reafon, and the Ufe of ou
own Endeavours; but it isevident, not merely
from one or two Paflages feparately confidered,

but from the eeneral Courfe and Tenour cf the
New
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New Teftament, that the divine Affiftances
there promifed are confiftent with the Excreife
of our own Reafon and Underitanding, and
are defigned to take in the Ule of all proper
Means and Endeavours. 'The Spirit, as he re-
prefents it, renders the Scriptures entirely ufe-
lefs, and leads to a Neglect or Contempt of
them *; but it 15 not the good Spirit of Chrsf?
that infpires a Contempt of the Scriptures,which
are every where referred to by Chryff and his
Apoftles, as of great Authority and Ule, and
are reprefented as able fo make us wife unto Sai-
vatzon, and to make the Man of God perfeds,
&c. According to his Account of the Spirit, it
has no regard to the Miracles and other extraor-
dinary Facts and Atteftations recorded in the
Gofpel, as of any Ulc or Signincancy ; but it
15 undeniably evident, that in the New Tefta-
ment a great ftrefs is laid upon thele things, as
lluftrious Proofs and Evidences of Chriflianity,
and that the Accounts of them wecre wiltten for
this end and purpofe, to engege us to believe,
The Spirit communicated to all Chaiftians, if we
may believe him, excledes all outward Teach-
ing ; {0 that we are not 0 receive th: laft part
of our Knowledge o Inftricion fioin onc ang-
ther ; wheréas, according to the Goipcl) the In-
fluence

* He calls the Scriptures by way of Contempt, AMany-
feript Authorities and Paper Reveiations ; as if a Revelation
loft its Authority and Ulfe by being committed to Writ-
Ing.  He may. if he picafes, call our Laws and publick
Records, Paper-Laws and Authorities ; but 1 queftion,

whether this would be thought fufficient to deftroy their
Authority.
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fluence of the Spirit does not render outwyy
Teaching needlefs, which is all along there {up.
pofed to be of great ufe and neeceflity ; and theg
1s Provifion made for its {kanding Continuang,
in the Church for the Inftruction and Edificasiy,
of Chriftians in all Ages,  The Spirit, accordiy
to his Reprefentation, engages Perfons to beliea'ﬁ
at once, by a {trong and irrefiftible Impuli
without Reafon or Evidence, {0 that Faith
completed 1 an inftant, Bat in the New Tef.
tament, the Faith of Chrittians is not fuppofid
“to be ordinarily begun and completed at once,
or tc be produced without any Reafon that could
lay a juit Foundation for belicving 5 but to b
founded on {ufficient Evidence, and capable of
continual Growth and Improvement. He &
prefents the Holy Ghoft as abiding with all
Chriftians as their infallible Guide, {0 as to pre-
ferve them from a// Poffibility of Error and In
pofition ; and to caule them to think all alite*,
Accordng

* To fhew that the Influence and infallible Guidance

of the Spirit 1s univerfal, our Author produces that Teut,
This is the Light which lighteth every Man that ecometh 1.
ihe IWorld, which has no rclation to any fuch infallibl
Guidance of the Spirit at all, The Evangelift is there
fpeaking of our. Lord Fefus Ghriff, that he is the tru
Lighty which coming into the World enlightneth covery Mar,
as the Words might be very properly rendered ; whin
fignifies no more than our Saviour himfelf intends, when
he faith, I am the Light of the I¥orld. 'The Defign of fuch
Expreflions is to fignify, in oppofition to the narrow No-
tions of the Fews, who were for confining the Beneft
" of the Mefiiah to their own Nation, that he was defign’d

to be an univerfal Blefling ; that he came to inftruct and
enlighten
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According to which Scheme, it is impofiible there
fhould be any Errors or Differences of Opinion
among Chriftians, © Whereas in the Gofpel it is
all along fuppofed, that Perfons may be weak
in the Faith, tho’ fincere ; that they may differ
from one another, that they are liable to Errors
and Miftakes 5 and it 15 exprefsly foretold, that
there fhall be Herefies among them,

I need not take any particular Notice of the
Infinuations he makes, p. 61. that the facred
Writings are corrupted 5 a Charge which has {o
often been refuted and expofed with great
Strength and Clearnefs. And as to what he
talks of, p. 62, 63. as if no Man could under-
ftand the Scriptures without a great deal of
Learning and Criticifm, and being well read in
profane Hiftory, it will be readily own’d that
thefe are good Helps for a better underitanding
many Paflages of Scripture; and 1t 1s our great
Advantage that we have many f{uch Helps in
our own Language, which the Unlearned may

enlighten Gentiles as well as Fews.  He was to be a Lig/ht
ts lighten the Gentiles, as well as the Glry of his P“pL
facl, ‘This alfo is the Intention of that other Pafl flage
he produces, the Grace of Chod wwhich bringeth Salvatiin
(by which we are there evidently to underftand the Gofpel
of Tefus) hath appered wnto all Men 5 in which fenfe St.
Paul elfewhere declares, that the Gofpel wwas gone 1nto all
the IWorld, and that it was preached to every Greature
which is under Heaven,  "T'hefe are ftrong Expreflions to
henify, that the Gofpel is defigned for the Benefit of all
Mankind, that the Offers of it are univerfal, and that
it actually made a wonderful Progrefs in a fhort time
thro” a great Part of the then known World,

Lett, 11, I have
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have the benefit of. But the main Principles
and Duties of Chriftianity are {o frequently re-
peated and plainly inculcated, that a Man of
common Underftanding may, without any nice
Criticifm or Acquaintance with Hiftory, by 2
careful confidering the Scripture, underftand
them as far as Is really neceflary for Faith o
Prattice.

This Gentleman having affigned what he calls
the true Principle of Gofpel- Evidence, proceeds in
the remaining Part of his Pamphlet to heap up
many things without much order, to thew that
Faith 1s not only not founded i Reafon, but di-
reCtly contrary to it ; and that there is an 7r7e-
concilable Oppofition, as be exprefles it, berscoen
the Faith of Grace and the Faith of Reafon,

The Proofs he pretends to bring of this from
Scripture are very weak, and indeed fcarce de-
ferve a particular Confideration.  Thus he or-
oues from our Saviour’s decluring that no Man
can receive the Gofpel except be receive if asa
little Child, which he explains as if Chrift re-
quired that Perlons in order to their receiving
his Relizion fhould be Children in Underftand-
ng ; when 1t is manifeft, that what he intends
is, that they fhould be like Children 1n Humi-
lity and Innocence, and a freedom from Pride
and Ambition, and from carnal vicious Preju-
dices *. Thofe Words of the Apoftle Paul/ ef-
feCtually obviate fuch Mifconitructions ; Bre-
thren, be not Clildren in Underflanding sz

(it

# Matt. xviil, 3, 4.
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beit 1n Malice be ye Children, but in Underfand-
mg be Men*. In like manner St, Peter ex-
horts us to receive the Word as Babes, but
what he intends by it he himfelf expluins, that
it is a laying afide all Malice, and all Guile and
Hypocrifies, and Envies and Evil-fpeaking .
And on the other nand, being Babes in refpet
of Knowledge, or wnfilful in the Word of
Righteoufnefs, 1s repichknted asa Fault in Chriw
ftians, for which they are reproved i.

If the Apoltle defcribes Faith to be the Evi-
dence of things not feen, this does not prove that
there 15 an Incenfiftency and Oppofition between
Faith and Reafon, though this Gentleman at-
tempts to bring an Argument from it to ferve
his purpofe, p.77. On the contrary, it appears
from this very Delcription of Faith, that tho’
the Object of it be Things not feen, yet Faith
aives {uch an Evidence of them (and the Word
there ufed properly fignifies an argumentative
Evidence) as is futhicient to fatisfy the Mind of
their Truth and Reality, 'The firft Inftance of
Faith there produced is this, that by Fasth we
underfland that the Worlds were framed by the
Word of God, fo that Things which are feen were
mt made of Things wbich do appear. ver. 3.
And 1t is reprefented as the main Principle of
Yaith, that Je that cometh to God muf} believe
that he is, and that be is the Rewarder of them
that diligently feek bim. ver. 6. And in both

*1Cor. xiv. 20.  # Petil 1, 2. 4 Hebovo a3 1 Cor

il 1 2. .
L 2 thele
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thefe Cafes, though the Things to be believed
are Things removed from our bodily Senfes, yet
the believing them is no way inconfiftent with
Reafon, but perfetly agreeable to it. The
other Inftances of Fuith recorded in that Chap.
ter are high Inftances of Truit i Ged, and
Reliance on his Promife and Faithfulnefs, hi
Power and Goodnefs, even 1 very dithcult
Circumftances. But m none of them wigs
Faith contrary to Reafon, Our Author in-
deed would fain have the Faith of Abralanm
pafs for an unreafonable one, becaufe 1t 15 faid,
that againft Hepe le believed in Hope s the
Meaning of which is no more than this, that he
believed a Thing which feemed very improbable,
and contrary to the common Ceurle of Things:
yet he did not believe aganit Reafon 5 for as he
had fuflicient Aflurance that God had promifed
it, {o hewwas fully perfuaded that what be bad
promifed be was able alfa to perform.  And there
was nothing in this way of judging, but what

O M
right Reafon muft approve, See Rom, . 18,

20, 21.

Our Author thinks 1t a hard Cafe, p. %8, that
Zachaiiah thould be ftruck dumb for lefiraring
about a Thing contrary to the common Courfe
of Nature; but fuppofing him to have belicved
thatit was an Angel that came to Lim with 2
Meflage from God, Reafon ought to have led
him to conclude, that it was a Thing not be-
vond the divine Pewer; and his being {truck
dumb for a time, was both defigned as a Chal-
, tilement
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ifement for his Fault in hefitating, and as a
Sign to himfelf and others too of the Certainty
of the Event foretold, And whereas he alig
thinks our Saviour was in the wrong to reprove
his Difciples as of /rtzle Fasth, becaufe they
thought 2hey were going to be drowned when the
Ship was finking under them, and it would have
been a Stz againft common Senfe to bave thought
stheravife s 1t 15 manil-f the Reproof was juft.
For if their Fatth had been as {trong as in rea-
fon it ought to have beer, confidering the many
lluftrious Proofs they lid feen before this of
Chrift’s divine Power, they needed not to have
been afraid of perithing, when they had him
with them.,

When our Saviour faid to Thomas, becaufe
thou baft feen, thou baft belicved; blefled are they
which bave not feen, and yet bave believed ; he
did not intend to pronounce thofe blefled who
fhould believe without any Reafon atall, as this
Gentleman infinuates; but he blames Thomas
for not believing that he was rifen from the
dead, except he himfelf faw him with his own
Eyes; though he had Reafon {officient to believe
it, both becaufe he knew that it was what
Chrift himfelf had foretold and promifed whilft
dlive, and becaufe it was confirm’d to him by
the concurring Teftimony of thofe who had
leen him after he was rifen.  So that our Sa-
viour here condemns the Principle of thofe who

are not for believing a Thing, however well at-

tefled, except it be coniirm'd to them by the

Tellimony

AT
;
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Teftimony of their own Senfes ; which is the
very Principle this Gentleman proceeds upon,
a Principle perietly unreafonable, and whid,
all the World owns to be fo in every othg
Cale.

He produces with great Pomp that Paffioe
Rom. x. 6—10. Tie Righteonfnefs ahich i
by Faith fpeaketh on this wifes Say not in thine
Heart, who fball afcend up into Heaven? (il
15, to bring Chrift down from above) Or, <y
Shall defcend into the Decp 2 (that is, to bring
up Chrift again from the dead.) But what faith
3t 2 The Word is mgh thee, even 1n thy Mouth,
and in thy Heart, that is, the Word of Fait}
which we preach. For with the Heart Man
pelreveth unto Righteoufnefs, and with the Mouth
Confeffion 1s made unto Salvation. I am notf
clear-fighted as this Gentleman, who fees in this
Text a full Demonftration that the Faith re-
quired 1n the Gofpel is not a rational one. To
me the contrary appears here to be fuppofed, 12,
that the Gofpel does not infift upon impractica-
ble Conditions, and that the Faith of the Go-
ipel is founded upon Evidence not very abftrufe,
and above our Capacity, but fuch as is clear
and obvious to a fincere and well-difpofed
Mind.

It would be more to his purpole, 1f 1t were
true, what he alledges, . 84. That <« there 5
“ no one Leflen, that the hely Writings have
t taken more Care to inculcate, than thatof
¢ denying our Reafon to give cur Faith Scope.”

For



Chriftianity not founded on Argument, #g

For a proof of this, he only brings one Text,
md that he ftrangely mifreprefents. He afks,
« Are we not ftrictly enjoin'd to captivate Rea-
“ fon to the Qbedience of Faith?” And his
Comment upon 1t s this, “ To captivate, to
« lay it under the moft abfolute Reftraint and
« Prohibition, not to permit it the leaft Op-
« portunity or Freedom to exert itfelf, or in-
« terpofc on any Occafion whatever.,” The
Paflage he refers to is 2 Cor. X. §. where St
Paul exprefles himfelf thus, Though we walk in
the Flefb, we do not war after the Flefl.  For
the Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, but
mighty througt) God to the pulling down of fbrong
Holds, cafting down Inaginations or Reafonings,
ond every high thing that exalteth itfelf a-
gainft the Knowledge of God, and bringing into
Captivity every Thought to the Obedience of Chrift,
His Intention is not to fignify, that what he
taught was contrary to right Reafon, or that
when he converted Perfons to the Faith, he
obliged them to renounce their Under{tandings,
or to believe without Reafon or aganft it ; but
his Defign is plainly to thew the great Succefs
of his Miniftry, in {ubduing all oppofite Pre-
Judices and Reafonings ; which he exprefles by
cafting them down and bringing them 1o Cap-
froity, to carry on the Metaphor, becaufe he
had .compared his Miniftry to a Warfare. But
full this Succefs was owing to fuperior Evidence,
which carried a greater ConviGion than any
Reafonings that could be brought againft it.

Thus
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Thus this Paffage, which is only defigned ¢
fhew the ftrong and convincing Evidence, and
the Proofs of a divine Power and Orining|
whereby the Gofpel was eftablithed, is ufed by
our Author to fhew, that the Faith of the Go.
{pel is contrary to Reafon. And though there
be no Injunction here at all ofany kind, yet he
improves it into a general ftrict Tnjuncion to 4]
Chriftians, never fo exert their Reafon upon any
Qccafion what foever.

It is with the fame Candour that he obferves
that ¢ the Scripture-Teft and Standard for find.
“ ing out the Spirit of Truth is no more thn
“ this: Hereby ye fball knowo them—Ewery o
< that confeffeth that Chrifft is come in the Flef)
“ 75 of God. Now this is evidently what Phi
“ lofophers call arguing in a Circle, and begging
« the Queftion, But in Faith it is a neceflary
“ Preliminary; He that cometh to Chrift muf
< believe that be 15.” p. 78,

Here he reprefentsit, as it the Scripture pro-
poled to us to believe that Jefus is the Chrift
without any Proof at all, but only the bare
Word of thofe that firft preached and publithed
1t; and that the firft Principle of Faith is a tak-
ing for granted the very Thing that 1s to be
proved. Can any thing be more unfar and
difingenuous, when the Defign of the whole
Golpel 15 to fhew that Chrift’s divine Mifiion
was confirmed by the moft illuftrious Evidences
and divine Atteftations ? And 1t 1s manifeft, that

n the _Paﬁéges here referred to by this Writeq,l
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il thefe Evidences are fuppofed. The Apoftle
obn is here writing to thole who were already
Chriftians upon full convineing Evidence, and
whom he fuppofes to be we l'lpprlz’d of the
main Dodtrines of Chriftianity *, And to {uch
Perfons he mught juitly lay it dow n as a Mark
or Telt, by which they might diflinguifh thofe

falle PIOPhetS or Teachers, which he tells them
were then gone out into the World, that they
denied Jefus to be the Chrifi, or cozzftﬁea’ him
not to be come 1n the Flefh, whofe divine Mif-
fion had been confirmed by fuch fignal Attelta-
tions, and convincing Ewvidences.  For it is in
all Cafes allowed reafonable, when a Truth has
been fufficiently eftablithed, to make ufe of it
as 2 Principle by which to detelt and expolz
Falfhoods,

Our Author, who has a knack of applyin
Sciipture in a way that no Man but himi]
would have thought of, would fain extract a
fort of Proof that Faith is not a rational thing,
from our being required to hold #tle Fuith, net
in Unty of Underflanding, as he giolles it, but
i the Bond of Peace, and Uity c‘/ the szm
p.75.  He plainly refers to that ad Isirable Pal-
lage of the Apoille Pax/, Eph.iv. 2, 3. whoe
we are exhorted to keep the Unity of the Spir:t
i the Bond of Peace 3 a Paflage that does ho-
nour to the ficred W rings, and which is de-
hgned to fignifv that we thould be united in

Pcacc and LC ¢, tho’ not in ail things exactly of
LE‘IL i, - Vi ' ' K

:* / 1 :. ~ - L
¥ See Johmw v, 201, o33 2, 24, 2T

-
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the fame Opinion ; concerning which fee my
former Letter, p. 19. He alfo infinuates, p, 6,
that the Apoftle approves the Diftinction be.
tween Fuith and Underflanding, when he af.
irms of the Cale « of repeating Prayers in a
““ unknown Tongue, that we may pray wir)
“ the Spirit, tho' not with the Underflanding.”
As if the Apoftle’s Meaning was, that he thy
pray’d with the Spirit did not himielf underftand
what he pray'd; whereas it is extremely evi.
dent to any one that exammes that Chaptes,
that the Apoftle there plainly {uppofes, that the
Perfon that pray’d 1n an unknown Tongue did
himfelf underttand what he pray’'d, and wax
eaified by it, but that if he did not interpret
what he pray'd, others did not underftand
him.

He would alfo improve 1t as a Prefumption
againft the Reafonablene(s of Chriftianity, that
not many wife Men after the Flefh, not many
mighty, not many novle, were called, p.79, and
he frequently obferves, that the firft Publifhers
of it were 2lliterate Perfons, no Proficients i
any Science. And probably, if many of the
firft Publitbers of Chriftianity, or the firft Con
verts to it, had been Perfons of Eminence for
Richesand Power, and for their Station in the
World, or had been great Philofophers, rfe-
nowned for Learning and Eloquence, thofe who
now affect to defpife Chriftianity for the Mean-
nefs of thofe who firft publithed and embraced
it, would bave regarded this as a ftrong I're-

{umption,
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fumption, that the Chrittan Religion was a
Contrivance owing to the Genins and Policy, or
Intereft of 1ts firit Publithers; and that the Pro-
orefs 1t made was to be attributed to thefe Ad-
vantages.  But it pleafed God in his Witdom fo
to order 1t, as to leave no room for Pretences of
this kind, The Charatter and Circumitances
of thofe that were firft employ'd in publithing
the Gofpel, afforda convincing Argument, that
the Religion they publifhed was not of their
own Invention, nor was the Succefs they met
with owing to human Power or Authority, or
to their own Learning and Eloquence, or to any
worldly Advantages, but to the Force of Evi-
dence, and a divine Prefence and Blefling ac-
companying i,

But he urges farther, that “ 1f Chriftianity
“ had proceeded upon rational Principles, it
“ could never certainly have laboured under
“all that Contempt in the eye of the
“ learned World, which it did.” p.71.  And
here he breaks out into a high Encomium of
the Age in which Chriftianity firft appeared ;
that ¢ Reafon was then {ure to have the farreft
“ play imaginable ; never were her Friends,
“ the profefs’d Scarchers for Truth, more coun-
“ tenanced and encouraged; and the World
“ was never better difpofed to attend the can-
“ vaffing things by Argument, if that had been
“ the ground they went upon.”

It will be acknowledged, that at the time

when Chriftianity appeared, the Knowledge of
M 2 the
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the Arts, Eloquence and Politenefs, had fpread
confiderably ; and Men 1n general, it is to be
prefumed, were better qualified for examining
and judging, thanin a lefs learned and civilized
Age they would have been. And the Chri
{tian Religion’s making fo great a Progrefs asit
did, in fuch an Age as this, and in the Roiman
Empire, the moft knowing and civilized Part
of the Woild, is a Circumftance very much to
its Honour, mere than if it had been at firft
preached among rude and barbarous Nations,
quite unculiivated, and deftitute of all Learning
and Improvement, * It is true, it did not mcet
with a ready Reception among thofe who then
took upon them the Name of Philofophers ; nor
ought this to be turned to its difadvantage;
fince there were no Perfons lefs difpofed for an
unprejudiced Enquiry into the nature of this
Religion, than they were, Some of them, as par-
ticularly the FEpreureans, which was then the
molft numcrous and prevailing Sct, denied a
Providence, and nidiculed all Religion as Super-
ftiion,  Others of them, with the Scepticks,
bent the whole IForce of their Wit and Subtilty
to iubvert all Evidence of Reaion, and fhew
that Troth and Certainty is not any where to
be found, And with regard to the feveral other
Sects of Philofophers it may be obferved, that
they generally thought themfclves in honour
obliged to ftand up for what were looked upon
as the diftinguithing Tenets of their particulas
sct, and the Diftates of their feveral Founders

- Cucly
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Such Men blown up with a vain Conceit of their
own {uperior Wifdom and Learning, would be
apt tO think 1t beneath them to rank themfelves
among the Difciples of a crucified Fefis, or to
reccive Infiructions from the firft Preachers of
Chriftianity : Men not bred up in the Schools of
Philofophers, and who made no Oftentation of
their Learning and Eloquence. Any Man of
common Underftanding, and good Difpofitions,
not lifted into any Party of Philofophers, was
certainly 11 a fawrer way of judging impartially
of Truth than they generally were, 1 therefore
the Apoftle warns thole to- whom he writes, to
beware Jeft any thould fposl themn thra® Philofaphy
and varr. Decert 5 this Caution 15 very recons
cilable with the Suppofition of the Chriftian Re-
ligion’s being agreeable to Reafon,  And 1t s
with great Juftice that he pronounces concern-
ing many of thofe that were then called Philo-
fophers, that prefc/ing themfelves £o be wife they
became Fools: They became vain in their Imagi-
nations, and their foolifh Heart was darkned,

If there were Perfons of eminent Parts and
Learning, and f{trong Reafon, that were Ene-
mies to Chriftianity, bothat its firft Appearance,
and afterwards, it may be juitly prefumed to
have been very much owing to their not taking
pains to examine into that Religion, and con-
fider the Evidence brought tor 1t, This may
well be fuppofed, when fuch Men as Tacstus
and Suetonsus, {o exalt in other matters, {fhew
themielves fo firangely negligent and ignorant

11
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in what relates to the Fews and Chriftians, and
{peak of them accerding to popular Repuris and
Prejudices; without ever, as far as appaars
giving themlelves the trouble to get any certin
Information concerning them, or the Princinlis
they profefled. And tho Plny with more
Candour gives an honourable Teftimony to the
Probity of the primitive Chriftians, yet 1t 1s very
evident from the Account he gives, that he did
not concern himfelf to make any diftin¢t En-
quiry into the Nature of their Religion, 1ts Doc-
trines and Principles, or the Evidence that could
be produced for it.  This feems to have been
the general Difpofition of the Heathens with re-
gard to Chriftianity 5 and no wonder that thole
who were 1o negligent and {uperficial m then
Enquiries, did not embrace a Religion {o con-
trary to that which was eftablithed, and to thei
worldly Reputation and Interefts, But yet 1t 55
certain, that there were many excellent Philofo-
phers, and other Ferfons of Note and Eminency,
that overcame all thewr Prejudices, and em-
braced the Chriftian Faith, before 1z had the
Countenance of the Civil Authority, Many of
the ancient Apologifts for Chriftianity were 'er-
fons of confiderable Learning and Eloquence,
and extremely well verfed in the Pagen Wn-
tings and Philofophy *, And with regard t{c%)
Mo

* Arncbius, who had himfelf been a rigid Pagan, and

a Man of confiderable Learning and Acutenefs, and wha,
turned Chriftian, even in the perfecuting Reign of Dreo-
d.;mn,
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moft of them, it appears from the Accounts
they give us of themfelves, that they had been
ftrongly prejudiced in favour of Paganifm, in
which they had been educated, and which had
all worldly Advantages on its fide: and it was
by examining into the Chriftian Religion, and
confidering the Excellency of 1t and the Evi-
dences brought for it, that they were convinced ;
and that at a time when they had the beft Cp-
portunities of enquiring nto the Truth or Falfe-
hood of the original Fats of Chriftianity; and
when, 1f there had been any Counter-Evidence
to be produced, they might eafily have known
it; yea, and at a time when by embracing it
they expofed themfelves to the moft bitter Re-
proaches, ard moft grievous Safterings.

It wasa thing fo well known, that many of
the Chriftians were cminent for their Learning
and Knowledge in Philofophy, and had made
an advantageous ufe of 1t in defence of Chrifti-
anity, and in refuting and expoling the Pagan
Superftition and Idolatry, that the Emperor fu-
lian thought it one of the beft Methods he could
take to fubvert Chnftianity, to fhwt up the

Schools,

cetian, taking nctice of the wondet{vl Progre(s of the
Chriftian Religion, obferves, that Men of great Parts,
Orators, Grammarians, J.awyers, Phviicians, and Phi-
lofophers, relinquifhing the Sentiments 1 which they had
been educated, embraced the Chriftian Faith.me—./4/ag-
mis ingenits preediti Oratores, Grammatici, Rbetores, Gon-
Julti-jurss ac Medici, Philifsphie etiam Secreta rimantes,
Magiferia hec expetunt, [pretis quidus paule ante fidsbant.
Arnob, adverf, Gentgs, Lib. 2.
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Schools, and hinder the Chriftians from Learn.

ing, ‘This Gentleman indeed takes upon hin
to blame his Pohticksin this, and could, it feems,
have directed him to a better Method of putting
a flop to the Progrefs of Chriftanity, «/2. by
opening to the Chriftians the Schools of the Ph:.
lofophers, p. 74. But whatever Opinion I may
have of our Author’s great Sagacity, 1 appre-
hend ulian and his Advifers” underflood the
State of things at that time much better than he;
and were more capable of judging from their
own Obfervation, what was the moft likely
way to effet a Defign they had fo nearly at
heart,

I need not take any particular notice of this
Gentleman’s Declamation, from p. 70, to p. 75
to thew the Inconfiftency there is between Chri-
ftianity and Philofophy. It . certainly argues 2
very peculiar degree of Aflurance in this Writer,
in the fame Pamphlet in which he takes occi-
fion to mention the illuftrious Names of Lord
Bacon, Mr. Boyle ®, Mr, Locke, and Siv Jfacc
Newton, the greateft Philofophers of this, or
perhaps any Age, to take upon him to pronounce
with {0 much Confidence, that there is an irre-

concilable

* This excellent Philofopher, Mr. Bsyle, has written
an admirable Treatife, call'd the Chriftian Virtuofo, on
purpofe to fhew the good Agreement there is between
Experimental (i. ¢, the beft and foundeft) Philofophy
and Chriftianity ;—And what 2 Tendency a good Ac-
quaintance with the former hath to difpofe a Man for re-
ceiving and believing the latter, and difcerning and ac-
knowledging the Force of its Proof. -
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concilable Oppofition between the Chriftian Re-
ligion and Philofophy, and that no Man can be
a good Chriftian and Philofopher at once, They
were Chriftians that have fet Philofophy on the
nobleft Foundation, that have carried it to the
oreateft Height, and enrich’d it with the moft
important Difcoveries.  And tho’ he infinuates,
that thofe of the meaneft Underftandings are
beft qualified for believing, and have moft of
true Zeal, and Acutenefs of Spiritual Difcern-
ment, and feems willing to claim the brightef?
Votaries of the rational Clafs on the fide of Infi-
delitys yet nothing is capable of a clearer Proof,
than that the moft diftinguithed Namesin the
Republick of Letters, thofe that have difcovered
the greateft Strength of Reafon, and Compafs
of Knowledge, have been Perfons that have
thewn a high Efteem {or Chriftianity. And it
has been no fmall pleature to me to obferve
within the compafs of my own Acquaintance,
that Men of the beft Underf{tandings, and moft
generous way of thinking I have ever known, as
well as of the beft Characters, and moft exem-
plary Morals and Virtues, were the firmeft
Chriftians.  And I muft confefs it has given me
lome Emotion, when I have feen Perfons every
way their Infcriors, no way remarkable for the
Goodnefs of their Morals, or any extraordinary
Strength of Genius, and that did not feem to
eive themifelves much trouble in clofe think-
ing, affume a kind of Superiority, merely on

Lett. II. N account
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account of their pertly rejeCting the Faith of the
Gofpel.

There is one thing in his Harangue about the
Oppofition between the Chriftian Religion and
Philofophy, which it may be proper to take no-
tice of, to fhew the great Confiftency of thi
Writer, He had in the former Part of his Let-
ter reprefented Reafon asin an eternal Fluctua-
tion and Uncertainty ; that the Decrees of a ha.
man Underflanding can in their nature bave m
pretenfion to be srreverfible; and that the Philo-
{opher cannot be certain of bhis own Conflancy or
lafting Attachment fo any Principles; nor that
bis Fudgment fhall be inviolably fixed to one
Ponts p.25,26. But here he reprefents it as
the Chara&ter of a Philofopher, that he bas con-
tracted an inviolable Attachment to certain
eftablifbed Tefts, and will hear of nothing that
does not fall in exallly wvith what he calls the
Laws of Nature, which be has already irrever-
[fibly determined ; and that, he makes moral Re-
lations the Touchftone for the Trial of all Truths;
p.73. What he here offers, thewsa great In-
confiftency between this Author and himfel,
but none at all between Chriftianity and Philo-
{ophy; fince it is certain, and has often been
fhewn, that the Chriftian Religion 1s perfectly
confiftent with thofe Laws and Relations; and
they that have treated thofe Laws of Nature
and Moral Relations with the greateft Strength
and Clearnefs, and to whom the World is moft

obliged on this head, have been Chriftian
Writers, This
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This Gentleman takes occafion in his Pam-
phlet to mention feveral great Men, and their
Performances.  Stilling fleet’s Origines Sacre,
Dr. Glark’s Demonfiration, &c. Mr. Addifor’s
Treatife of the Coriftian Religion ; The Trial of
the WitnelJes ; The Analogy of Reafon and Revela-
tion : And by juft mentioning them in a {neering
way, has no doubt done enough to convince
his Readers that they are very infignificant
Things, and that it would be loft pains to con-
fider them. So extraordinary a Man is this
Author, that one Dath from his lucky Pen fhall
be of muore force than all their learned Writings.

It is pleafant enough to hear him exprefling
his Cancern for the great Prejudice that is done
to Chriftianity, by the carrying on of Boyk's
LeGures, which he cannot avord regarding as a
very principal Caufe of the prefent prevailing
Difpofitron and Turn to Infidelity 5 p. 85, 36.
And I behieve every body is convinced, that if
this had really been the Cafe, this Gentleman
would not have been {o forward to complain of
it, All that one can gather from what he fays
on this Subjet is, that he and his Friends would
be very well pleafed to have thofe Lectures laid
down, which I muft own with me is a very
good Reafon for their being continued, and a

{trong Prefumption of their Excellency and Ufe-
fulnefs ¥,

N 2 He

* Asthefe LeQures are defigned for the Defence of
Natural Religion as well as Reveal'd, it feems, according
to our Author, Reafoning is equally an Enemy to both.
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He declaims very rhetorically, p. 87-==g4,
on the Inconfiftency of the Gentlemen employ'd
in carrying on thofe Lectures, 1n urging Perfons
to a free Examination and Enquiry; and at the
fame time exhorting them to embrace or adhere
to the Chriftian Faith, and fetting beiore thim
the Guilt and Danger of Unbelief. e is pleas'd
here to make Speeches for them, which, as he
manages the matter, look odd enough ; and it
would be very eafy, if any Man were cifpofed
to{fuch an Employment, to make a Spcecn for
this Gentleman himf{elf drawn out of the Prin-
ciples of his Book, that would be much more
mnconfiftent and ridiculous. The Principles
upon which this Part of his Declamation pro-
ceeds, and on which the whole Ridicule is
founded, are {uch as thefe ; that the being edu-
cated in any Religion, or baptized into it, abfo-
lutely precludes all future Enquiry or Examina-
tion ; that there can be no fair Examination,
where there is not an abfolute Neutrality or In-
differency with regard to the Principles enquired
into ; and that all Examination neceflarily fup-
pofes at leaft a temporary Difbelief'; that what-
ever 15 propofed to Examination or Enquiry may
be mnocently rejected ; and that if a Man may
doubt or fufpend his Affent for a while, he may
doubt always ; that no Man can without claiun-
ing Infallibility exhort another to embrace the
Principles he himfelf judges to be true and 1m-
portant, or {peak to him of any Danger in re-
Je(fhng them, Thele are the Principles here

{uppofed,
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fuppofed, and which he had laid down in the
former Part of his Pamphlet. I have diftinctly
confidered them in my former Letter, and fhall
not now repeat what I there offered, 1 fhall
only at prefent obferve, that notwithftanding
this Gentleman’s curlous Harangue, it is obvious
to common Senfe, that when a Man upon the
moft mature Confideration is fatisfied by Argu-
ments which he judges good and valid, that
fuch and fuch Principles are of great importance
to the Happinefs of Men, and to the Caufe of
Religion and Virtue 1n the World, this muft na-
turally make him defirous both to confirm thofe
in the Belief of them, and in a fuitable Practice,
that profefs to believe them already, and to bring
over others to the Belief and Acknowledgment
of thofe Truths, by all the fair Methods of
Reafon and Argument in his power. If he looks
upon thofe Truths to be of great importance,
on which much depends, he cannot but repre-
fent them as fuch; and if he be a Perfon who
has himfelf carefully examined, and upon an at-
tentive Confideration of the Argument has found
the Evidence rife up ftrong to his view, it is na-
tural for him to recommend Enquiry to others,
n hopes it will have the fame happy eftect upon
them. And if he thinks he has reafon to con-
clude, that the truc Caufe of their not believing
thofe Truths is their want of confidering them
irly and impartially, or that it is owing to vici-
ous Prejudices and faulty Difpofitions of Mind ;
then it is very reafonable for bim to warn them

feriouly
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ferioufly and earneftly of the bad Confequences
of fucha Condudt, in a Matter that he looke
upon to be of the higheft importance. This 4
Man may confiftently do, without claiming the
Privilege of abfolute Infallibility.
- Withregard to this Writer himfelf, any Man
that thinks he difcerns in his way of treating
this Subje¢t many Things very unfair and difin.
genuous, and unbecoming an impartial Enquirer
after Truth ; many Things that argue a grest
Want of Candour, and a mighty Willingnefs to
mifreprefent and fubvert Chriftianity at any rate
tho’ with it he fhould fubvert all Religion ; any
Man that thinks thus, (and whofoever carefully
eonfiders the Tendency of this Pamphlet, and the
grofs Mifreprefentations with which it abounds,
will be naturally led to think fo,) might very
confiftently, without pretending to Infallibility,
admonith this Gentleman of the Unjuftifiablencs
of fuch a Temper and Conduct, and earneitly
recommend to him a more equal and attentive
- Examination of the Nature of the Chriftian Re-
ligion and.its Evidence ; efpecially confidering
the Declarations made 1n the Gofpel, concerning
the Guilt and Danger of thofe who, when 1t 5
made known to them, difbelieve and reject it.
Our Author himfelf often mentions thofe De-
clarations, but it is manifeft, that it is only with
a defign to expofe them, and Chriftianity on the
account of them. And in order to this, he puts
the Cafe of Perfons continuing Unbelievers with

the beft Difpofitions in theWorld, after the fullc.;lt
o N
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and moft impartial Confideration, and whofe
Unbelief is not owing to any Fault on their
parts, but is abfolutely unavoidable and invins
cible. But this is not the Cafe the Gofpel puts,
On the contrary, it is {till fuppofed, that the Un-
helievers there condemned are {uch as love Dark«
nefs rather than Light, becaufe their Deeds are
evil ; that their Unbelief 15 owing to faulty
Caufes, to vicious Prejudices and wrong: Affec
tions and Difpofitions of Mind, to their hardning
their Hearts, and fhutting their Eyes againft E-
yidence. 'This is there {fuppofed to be the ge-
neral Cafe of Unbelievers; and their Guilt and
Condemnation is reprefented as highly aggravat-
ed. If there be any particular Exceptions, they
muft be left to the Mercy and Equity of the
fupreme Lawgiver, but fuch Exceptions could
not be properly taken notice of in the Gofpel-
Law. It would not be wife or fit, {fuppofing a
well-attefted Revelation to have been really given
from Heaven of great importance to Mankind,
to put the Cafe of any Perfon’s being excufable
in not believing or receiving 1t, when fairly laid
before him. This would {oon be abufed; the
believing and receiving it would be looked upon
asa Matter of Indifferency, and fo the Defign
for which that Revelation was given, would be
n a great meafure defeated.

The remaining Part of his Pamphlet has
little in it that deferves Confideration. He de-
claims againft the Methods made ufe of by Ma-
giltrates, and in the Univerfities, for promoting

the
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the Chniftian Faith, and difcouraging free Fi.
quiry. p. 9g——102. And jf any wrong o
miftaken Methods have been made ufe of fr
promoting the Interefts of Religion, which no
doubt has often been the Cafe, I don’t fee that
Chriftianity can be made accountable for them,
or by what Logick 1t can be concluded from
thence that it is not a rational Religion, But
I think 1t cannot reafonably be denied, that fup.
pofing the Principles of the Chriftian Religion
to be beneficial to Society, tending to promote
the Pratice of Piety, Fidelity, Virtue and good
Morals, and that Inhdelity tends to fet Men
loole from Reftraints, and to encourage Licen-
tiouinefs, Immorality and Vice, a Magiftrte
that is perfuaded of this may very juftly en.
courage the one by all prudent Methods contfit-
ent with Liberty and the publick Rights, and
difcountenance the other. Nor can the Uni-
verfities, that have the Care of educating Yowh
committed to them, be blamed for endeavouring
to train them up by Reafon and Argument, in
thofe Principles, which are moft for the Good
of their Country and of Mankind, and for pro-
moting Religion and Virtue, The fame may
be faid with regard to Parents, that have any
Concern for the Good of their Children, Nor
can any thing be more abfurd than what ths
Gentleman infinuates, p. 102. as if Parents
could not breed up Children in the Principles of
Religion, without arrogating to themfelves In-
fallibility,  For if thev had only a Probability

3 Of
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of the Truth and Exccllency of the Principles
of Religion, it weuld be their Duty to endea-
wour to inftil thofe Principles betimes into the
tender Minds of their Children, and would be
a very wrong thing to leave them at large ma
World, where they are liable to be led imto
Principles and Practices of the moft pernicious
Tendency, without endeavouring to guard them
by good Inftructions againit thofe Principles and
Praétices.

It is not neceffary to take particular Notice
of the Quotations he produces with fo much
Pomp from Bithop Bewveridge ; fince whatever
Efteem we may have for the Learning or Picty
of any particular Writer, if he has fallen into
any improper Sentiments or Expreffions, it would
not be fair to turn them to the Difadvantage of
Chriftianity, which 1s 1n no wife accountable for
them. 'The Book from -which our Author
quotes theie Paffages was written when the Bi-
fhop was very young, and it is not much to be
wondered at 1f there are feveral things in it not
well digefted, and written in an unguarded and
hyperbolical manner, But fince in that Book he
gives an Account at length both of what he be-
lieved and of his Reafons for believing, it appears
that he was far from looking upon the Influence
of the Spirit to be, what this Gentleman repre-
fents it, a blind irrational Impulfe, or to be at

all inconfiftent with believing upon Reafon and
Evidence,

Lett, 11, O Our
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Our Author concludes his Pamphlet wit
recapitulating and applauding his own Perform-
ance, which I hope however will not have the
Effe& that feems to be intended by it. That
Man muft certainly be already very ftrongly
prejudiced in favour of Infidelity, who can pe
brought to think worfe of the Chrifiran Reli-
gion, for the Reprefentations he is pleated to
make of 1t. He undertakes indeed to thew
that Chriffiamty is not founded on Argument,
but any one that reflets on the unfair Art
made u'e of by this Gentleman, and others that
have appeared on that Side, and how little of
folid Reafening they have been able to oppofe to
the Detfences that have been made {or Chirifti-
anity, will be apt to think, that it may with
much greater Juttice be faid, that Infidelity is
not founded on Realon or Argument ; and that
it 1t fpreads among us, which this Writer feens
to glory in, though I doubt not he mightily
exaveerates it beyond the Truth and Reality of
the Cafe, 1t muit be owing to fome other Caufe
than fair and impartial Enquiry, Some have
been prejudiced againft Chriftianity on account
of the Ill-condut of many of its Minifters and
Profeflors, or of the Abfurdities that have been
taught, and the Corruptions that have obtained
among thofe that call themfelves Chriftians, But
if this were all; a calm and impartial Confide-
ration of the Chriftian Religion in its genuine
Purity and Simplicity as laid down in the holy
Writings, would be an efteCtual Prefervative -

gainit
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nainft this Prejudice,  But befides this, there is
in fome Tempers a {trong Aftectation of ap-
pearing to be Perfons of {uperier Genius, able to
break through the Force of Lducation, and
common Prejudices; and this I doubt not has
carried many who were not able to diflinguith
themfelves to advantage by their fuperior Vir-
tues or Abilities, to endcavour to doit by oppo-
fing and rejecting the Faih of Chriftians, and
on this account afluming to themfelves a Judg-
ment and Penetration above the Vulgar, as if
they could fee farther than the reft of Man-
kind. But the moft powerful Prejudice of all
againft Chriftiapity, and which has a much
ftronger Force to incline fome Perfons to reject
it, than any or all the Prejudices 1n its favour
to incline Men to embrace it, 1s that which a-
rifes from the Byafs of their corrupt Lufts and
Paffions. 'When Men are devoted to any of
thofe Sins, which the Gofpel forbids under the
feverelt Penalties, they mutft either renounce the
Scriptures, or condemn themfelves, A Man
that is under the Power of ftrong vicious Incli-
nations and depraved Habits, will of courfe be
prejudiced againft a Religion, which if it be
true obliges him to counteract and mortify his
daii:ng Appetites, and will not fuffer him to be
eafy in his licentious Courfes, and teaches him
to expett a dreadful Pumfhment in a future
State, as the Effe@ of his Ill-conduct in thie.
His Intereft and Inclinations naturally bribe his
Judgment to pronounce againt fuch aReligion,

O 2 they
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they give force to every Objection, and will
hardly admit him calinly to confider its Preof;,
And therefore 1 an Age of growing Diffolute.
nefs and Corruption of Manners, 1t 1s not very
furprizing to {cc an Increafe of Infdelity tog,
On the other hand, a Man of real Piety and
Virtue, one who 15 a devout Adorer of the
Dcity, who endeavours to govern his Paffions,
and 1s regular in his Life, can fcarce help ap-
proving and withing well to a Religion of fuch
an excellent Teodency, that raifes him to the
moft fublime Hopes, that gives him the moft
ravifhing Difcoveries and Affurances of God's
rich Grace and Mercy, and of his wondertul
Love to Mankind, and of the Glories prepared
in a future State, as the Reward of a Life of
fincere Prety and Virtue m this. I will there-
fore readily own, and let our Author make the
moit of this Conceflion, that 2 good Man will
be apt to be prejudiced in favour of the Chri-
tian Religion. But then this Prejudice, if
muit be called fo, is a juft and reafonable one.
When a Man difcerns the Characters of divine
Wifdom, Goodnefs and Purity in the Gofpel,
when he feels its Suitablenefs to his own Cale,
the happy Effect it has upon himfelf 1n punfy-
ing his Heart and governing his Life, in ftreng-
thening good Difpofitions, and ingaging him t
abound in every good Work, this hath a natural
Tendency to convince one of a fincere and up-

right Mind, that the Golpel is not the Work
of Impoftors, that it is worthy of God, and
* Came
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¢ime from him.  And it is a great Proof that
the Chriftian Religion 15 founded in Reafon and
Evidence, when 1t has both fuch obvious Cha-
racters and Proofs of 1ts Excellency and Divinity,
as ftrike the Minds and internal Senfe of thofe
who are not {o well able to carry their Views
through a long Chain and Series of Reafonings ;
and when it 1s alfo confirmed by fuch a Variety
of Arguments and Evidences, as taken in a
more extenfive View are capable of giving Satif-
faction to thofe of the greateft Leifure and Pe-
netration, 'Thefe Reafons and Evidences have
often been reprefented to the World with great
Strength and Clearnefs, nor do I find this Wri-

ter has oftercd any thing to prove thofe Reafons
m{uthicient.

I have now obeyed your Commands in com-
municating my Thoughts to you upon this
Pamphlet, and have not left any thing in it un-
examined, that {cemed to me to deierve Notice.
And as this Writer makes fome fhew of treat-
ing the Subject he has undertaken in a metho-
dical Way, I'have, that he might not complain
of having his Arguments mangled or not repre-
fented in ther full Force, followed him in the
Order which he himfclf hos cholen,  But the’
I'will not deny him the Praife of Wit and A-
bility, yet upon the molt impartial Confidera-
tion of his Performance, I cannot help faying,
that an Author that in any other Caute would
give himfelf fuch a Liberty of mifreprefenting

Things,
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Things, and endeavour to impofe upon hj
Reader at the rate this Gentleman has done, o
that would treat any other Book as he has done
the Scriptures, would be juftly regarded, as hav.
ing forfeited all his Credit and Reputation as 2
fair and candid Writer ; and it certainly agera-
vates it highly, when it is done with a View to
miflead Perfons in a Matter of the higheft Con-
fequence, If you think the Remarks I have
offered may be of ufe, I fhall not repent the
Pains I have taken in them. Iam with a real

Efteem
Your faithful bumble Servant.
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