, ART. XVIII. A Pleafor Religion, and the Sacred Writings; addressed to the
Disciples of Thomas Paine, and wavering Christians of every Persuasion; with an
Appendix, containing the Author's Determination to have relinquished his Charge
in the Established Church, and the Reasons on which that Determination was
founded. , Annual Review: or, register of literature, 1 (1802:Jan.) p.165
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,A;i.,-iX_VIi.ﬁ.,Lx‘stI;’s‘,Sbnﬂ and Easy Method with the Deists 3 wherein the Cordainty |
e {;;tlw Christian. Religion is established by somé snfallible Mavks, “(in a Letterto 8.

riend).. To which are subjsined four gdditional Marks from the same Authii’s sube’
- dequent Tracts, entitled « &

- Francis Wrancuam, M, J.npp. 37.

"THE tracts which are here presented
tb the public, in an abridged form, have
peen so long known, and their character
5o justly appreciated, that we consider it
acedless to enter upon an analysis ef
their contents. Mr. Wrangham is en-
titled to the thanks of every friend of
gevelation, for having compresséd these

TgrTruth of Christianity d

custrated.” " Cﬂ;’lﬁ"“eJ —b’ -

valuable works into so small a compass}
and furnished those who have not either
leisure or inclination to study larger -
treatises, with ar ts in defence of
the Christian faith % so short and clear,”
that the meanest capacity ‘may wnder~
stand them, and so forcible that no'man
has yet been found able to resist them.”

Art. XVIIL. A Plea for Religion, and the Sacred Writings; addressed to the Discia
" ples of Thomas Paine, and wavering Christians of every Persuasion; with an Appeas
dix, containing the Author’s Determination to have relinguished: bis Charge in the Lstas
8lished Church, and the Reasons on awbich that Determination was founded, By the
* Reverénd Davip Simesoy, M. 4. 8vo, pp- 351, - T

" THIS appears, fromthe advertisement
refixed to it, to be an enlarged edition
of a work of so miscellaneous a nature,
asto be scarcely capable of being re-
duced to an orderly arrangement. Itis
the production of a singular, but evi-
dently honest mind; a book of religious
anecdote, discovering some reading, but
more observation and knowledge of the
world. We shall endeaveur to give our
readers, m a few words, some jdea of its
‘sontents. ‘The first object which theau-
thor seems to have had in view, isto shew
the different effects of infidelity, and
faith in the gospel, upon the last mo-
" mments of life. For this pyrpose twelve
examples are given of dying unbelievers ;
the same number of persons recovered
from their infidelity; several instances of
dying Christians"who bad livédin the spirit
of the quorld; and several of persons frving
yind dying either with confidence, or the full
assurance of faith. ‘The author next in-
quires into the causes which induce men
1o reject the gospel; he allows the exist-
¢nce of many deplorable corruptions in
the Christian church, but properly shews
that they furnish no argument against
ristianity itself. He t%en efiters upon
a defence of the sacred writings, and of
{.eyealed religion, but with Httle atten-
‘tion to arrangement. and method. . He
‘makes %feat use of the prophecies; from
which' he concludes that every thin
* ‘antichristian will be shbrtl_yov’erwhehneﬁ
-in destruction; he' therefore urges the
mecessity of a speedy and complete re-
:formation of the abuses which exist in
our established church, and holds up

the horrors of the French i'evolutibn ;ai»

-an incitement to avoid delay. Inorder

that our readers may have some idez of
the manner in which this well meanin

work is conducted, we shall select the
following as a proper specimen, and as
containing some serious truths, which all
who are mterested in the welfare of re.
ligion ought seriously to censider, :

< I have spoken above of the patyo of
church 1i\_'ingps. - Some of my rcmpilets l:ﬁffb:
in a great degree strangers to the state of it,
1 have taken some prins.to inform myself
upon the subject, and I find that it stands
nearly in the following proportions, I 3
genenally, but yet accuratcly enough for the
t:rposes of commpon information, ~_It is well
xnown then, that the church hvings of Eng\-

‘land and Wales make together, speaking in

round numbers, about 10,000. Of these

- near 1000 are in the gift of the king. "It is

customary, however, for the lord chancellor
to present to all the livings under the value
of twenty pounds, in the king’s book, and
for the ministers of state to present to all the
rest. Those under twenty poupds are about
780, and those above near 180. Upwards of
1600 pieces of church preferment, of diffe-
rent sizes and descriptions, are in the gift of
the 26 bishops : more than 600 in the pre-
sentation of the two universities: about
1000 in the gift of the several cathedrals,
and other clercal institutions: about 5700
livings are in the nomination of the - no-
bility and %en,try of the land, men, wp-
men, and children: and 50 or 60 there may
be of a description different from any of the
above, and ncarer to the propriety of things.
These arc all so many heads of the church,
in avery strong sense of the words, the kin
g: q;cerx of the country being a kind of grche
ad. :
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¢« As we have been speaking on the sub-
Ject of the patronage of liwings, it may be
worth while still further to:observe, that the"
bishop of —— enjoys very considerable pri-
o of this nature, which have, on a late -
~ occasion, been shamefully abused. Not less
than 130 presentations ng to him! A
, certain épiscopal gentleman of that diocese,
knowing the extensive emoluments he was
likely to be possessed of in this way, brought
“his son up to the church; and, whien he
came of proper age, bestowed first one living
upon him, and then another, as they became
vacant, to a very considerable amount, which
this son enjoys at this day. He is now one
of our dignified cler; , and in possession of -
a very unreasornable number .of valuable pre-
férments, tomost of which he pays extremely
little personal attention. e takes care,
however, to secure the fleece, the devil may
take the flock.” John x. 1—18.
¢¢ "Another son of AaRox, in a neighbour-
ing district which might be named, possesses
preferments in the church, by the procure-
ment of his episcopal father, to thie amount
of 2000 pounds a year. He has for along
scason been extremely attentive to his tithes;
but hardly ever man puid less attention to
the salvation of the souls of his people, and
the sacred duties of his office. Secldom, in-
deed, does he appcar among the former, less
frequently still (Yoes he attepd the proper du-
ties of the latter. Fifty or sixty pounds a
year he reluctantly pays to a journeyman
ﬁar:‘oa to supply his own lack of service;
ut like master like man, they are a misecra-
-ble couple together; the cpe’is penurious,
the other dissolute. What must the condi-
tion of the flpck be, under the care of two
such wretched shepherds? t
s« T will mentiona third curious instance of
tlerical sagacity. A certain rgctory, not fifty
‘miles from this place, is said to be of the va-
lue of near 2000 pounds a year. A kind
‘young lady, whose friends haye sufficient in-
terest with the patron, fulls in.love with a*
wicked, swearing, dashing officer in the
army, and marries him. That a comfortable
maintenance may be secured for the happ
pair; it is ag:eed), that the gentleman sl:aﬁ
-gnange the colour of his clothes, apply him-
-1 to the attainment of a smyttering of Latin
and Greek, and ddmit himselfa mgm?:er of one
of our famqus universities. There he actually
‘now is, qualifying himself to take possession
of the bouncing benefice.  The incuimbent be-
ing dead, a pliable parsoz is put in for a time
as a locum tenens. And when the quondam
“officer has attained his proper credentials,
this worthy Lewite must resign all his fat pigs
in favour of this son of Mars. ‘The white-
* washed officer will then come forward, and
declare in the face of God and man, witha
lie in his mouth, that. < he trusts he is
moved by the HoLy GxosT ip pregeh the
| gospel.! )
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. ¢ If these were solitary instances of .im-,..

proper proceedings in church. matters,” it .

would not be worth while to notice them in
this.manner, but, alas! they are only speci-

mens of what is by no_means uncommon, .

where valuable livin§s.ate concerned. Oh!
were the Business of private patronage and
gementation thoroughly investigated, and laid

fore the public, the picture would be high-

lfy disgusting to every serious mind, and call
or reformation with a toné not easy to be
resisted.” . .

In the second appendix the author as.

signsthe reasons which have induced him
to form a determination to relinquish his
situation in the church.

«¢ After what has been said in the fore-

going papers, L do not see how I can, either
in hopour or conscience, continue to offici-
ate any longer as a minister of the gospel in
the establishment of my native country. -It
appears to me, in my coolest and most can-
siderate moments, to be, with all-its excel-
lencies, a moin branch’ of the auti-christian
system. It is a strange mixture, as has been
a}readv observed, of what is secular and what
is spintual : and I strorigly suspect the day
is at no very great distance when the whole
fabric shall tumble into ruins, and the purg

and immortal religion of the Sox of Gop .

rise more bright, l-l’oﬁdy, and glorious from
its subversion, The several warnings of the
sacred oracles seem to be of vast importance,
and necessary to be observed. <. Flee out
of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every

.moan his soul ; be not cut off in her iniquity,

for this is the day of the Lord’s vengeance;
he-will render unto her a recompence,” Jer,
1i.6. <«Wewould have bealed Babylon, but
she is not healed ; forsake her, and let us go
evety one unto his own country.” Ibid. li. 9.

¢ When ye shall se¢ the abomination of de-

solation, spqken of by Daniel, the prophet,
stand in the holy place, then let them
which be in Judea flee to the mountains.”
Matt. xxiv. 15, 16. These are only re-
motely applicable to the ‘business in han

The following is moredirectly so: ¢ I heard

avoice from heaven, saying, Come out of -
_her, my people, that ye be not partakers of

her sins, and that ye receive not of her
lagues.” Rev, xviii. 4, -

< In obedience to these injunctions, and
under a strong disapprobation of the several
anti-christian eircurhstances of our own esta-
blished church, THE GENERAL DOCTRINES OF
WHICH I VERY MUCH APPROVE AND ADMIRE,
1 now,therefore, withdraw, apd renounceast-

- tuatjon which, in some respects, has been ex=

tremely cligible. 1 cast myself agan upon
the bosom of a gracious Providence, which
has provided for me all mziifevlong. Hither-
to, 1 must say, the Lord hath helped me. I
have never wanted any manner of* thing that

Copyright © 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.




©  DAUBENY’S DISCOURSES.

‘has' been.nécessay to my :comfort, and

though I neither know what to do, nor whi-

ther to-go, yet .
# The world is all before me, where to
- - choose - .
¢ My place of rest, and Providence my
o gmde.."

«¢¢ This extraordinary step the sacred dic-
tates of conscience compel me to take. I am
truly sm for it. To me few trials vere
ever equal. Ihave loved the people among
whom I have so long lived and laboured ;
and I have -every reason to be satisfied with
their conduct towards me. Neither hath
the Great Head of the church left us without
seals to our ministry. The appearance of
fruit, at times, has been large ; and there are
some, no doubt, among the people of our
charge, who will be our joy and crown in
the great day of our Redeemer’s coming.
My %r'i‘?nds_must'consider me as called away
by an imperious providence; and, I trust,
they ‘will be provided with a successor more
than equal, in every respect, to their late af-
fectionate pastor. I think it necessary to
say, in this place, that the doctrines I have,

reached unto them for six and twenty years,
Estﬂl consider as the truths of God. 1 have
lived in them myself, and found comfort
from them. I have faithfully made them
known to others, as thousands can bear me
witness ; we have seen them effectual to the
pulling dovin the strong holds of sin and
Satan, in .a varjety of cases: and I hope to

167

diein the same faith, and to find them the
power of God unto the salvation of my own-
soul in eternal glory by Christ Jesus. I
mean to preach the same doctrines, the Lord
being my helper, during the whole remain-

der of my life, wheresocver my lot may be
cast. T am not w of the work of the
sacred ministry. I have, indeed, often beea
weary in it, but néver of it. I pray God my_
spiritnal vigour, life and power; and love,
and usefulness, may abound more -and more
to the end of my christian warfare.

¢¢ Awake, my dormant zeal! for ever
e, : :
¢ With gen'rous ardours for immortal
souls; '
¢ And may my head, and tongue, and
heart, and all, . o
¢ Spend and be spent in service so.
divine.” T :
Concerning the' validity of these rea.
sons, it is Tiot our province to judge; to
different minds they will inevitably carry
different degrees of conviction. That
man, however, must ever be the object
of our applause, who, in the important
concerns of religion, has the courage to
follow the dictates of his own conscience;
and who suffers no considerations -of
worldly interest, of personal ease or
fame, to induce him to resist the call of

duty, and openly to profess what his
heart condemns, ' _ .

DOGMATICAL AND CONTROVERSIAL THEOLQGY.

Arr. XIX. Eight Discourses on the Comnection between the Old and New Testament,,
. considered-as two Parts of the same divine Revelation 5 and demonstrative of the great

Doctrine of Atonement, accompanied with a preliminary Discourse, respectfully addressed to
" the younger Clergy: containing some Remarks on the late Professor CameBELL’s Eccle=

siastical History.
- College, Minister of Christ’s Church,
8vo. pp. 481.

THE preliminary discourse occupies
nearly a third part of the whole volume,
and may be considered as embracing
two_ objects ; the one, a refutation of
those who ihaintain the existence of na-
tural religion, and of those who deny that
the revelation of a future life made any
part of the dispensation by Moses ; the
other, a defence of the episcopalian form
of church government, against the at-

~ tacks which are made upon it in the lec.
tures of the late Professor Campbell.

* ¢ By attending to the writirx?s.
courses of many, otherwise well-info
divities, we shall find two points, generally
speaking, taken for granted; and argued

and dis-
nformed,

.have neither zeason nor rev

By the ‘Rev. CuarLES DAuBENY, LL.B. Fellow of Winchester
Bath, and duthar of *¢ A Guide to the Church.””

uqo,n accardingly. Thefirstis, that natural
religion constitutes the basis of revelation ;
the second, that the Jewish dispensation had
relation only to temporal objects. It is more
to be wondered at that positions, demon-
strably false in themselves, should originally
receive the sanction of the first literary abili,
ties; than that, on the ground of such sanc~
tion, they should continue to pass current
in the world. But a very moderate exercise
of the intellectual powers will be “sufficient
to convince us, that no authority, however
respeetable, can establish positions which
ation to support

them. B :
- ¢¢ Tn fact, from the commencement of
revelation in Paradise, one revclation has
succeeded to another, and one degree of pis-
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