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Advertifement.

T H E Author of the following flizets is not ambitious
‘ of appearing in print.  From this, the bufinefs of bis
profeffion, and a fenfe of bis own inability, are fulicient
difcouragements.  But kis affellion for the colonses more
particularly traduced in bis lordfbip’s ferson, and bis
greater regard for trath, induced bim to become an ad-
vocate for injured innocence. While writing the letter, be
bad no thoughts of prefixing bis name :  But confidering
Jince, that fafls afferted by a namelefs writer, cannot make
their appearance in public with the Jame degree of credi-
bility, as when the affertor can be called apon for bis
vouchers, be conceived it bis duty, in the moft public man-
nery 1o efpoufe what be thought it bis duty to make puablic,
If after all bis caution to be rightly informed, be fhould
be fo unhappy as to be miffaken in any the moft immaterial
circuimfBances, be will acknowledge bim/felf uinder obliga-
lions to the friendly hand that points out bis crror. T his
bowever, be promifes, on condision that the perfon difco-
vering his miftake, does it with decency and temper  and is
wot abarmed to difcover bis own name, Every aAnonymons
piece bz fhall accordingly treat with negle 5 and if defa-
matory or virulent, which is but tao much the prefent mode
of writing, be fball treat it, as all fuch writings deferve,
~— with contempt, |
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A Letter to the Bifhop of LaN-

DAFF.
My Lorbp, |
R XN reading Dr. Chandler’s appeal to the
‘(%ﬁ%ﬁ) public, in behalf of the church of Eng-
*% | ogrzg* land in America, I met with a long
(ggi‘—-g"‘ P quotation in favour of an American epif -
ivégéﬁi copate, from a fermon preached by
v

your lordthip before the incorporated
~ fociety, for the propagation of the gojpel in foreign parts,
at their anniverfary meetin;> in the parith church of
St. Mary-le-bow, on the 2% of February, 176, —
This raifed my curiofity to procure the fermon ltfelr

and your lordthip will pardon me for faying, that
the perufal of it excited at once my indignation and
forrow ;—my indignation, that any man fhould fo
grofly have abufed your lordthip’s confidence in his
. veracity, by the moft unparrallelled mifreprefentation
of faéts ; and my forrow, that a perfon of your lord-

fhip’s good fenfe and diftinguithed charaéter, fhould
have placed any confidence in fo impudent an informer.
For indeed, my lord, 1 queftion whether there be 2
pamphlet in the nation, that in proportion to the length
of the fermon, contains fo great 2 number of aberrations
from the truth.  And as the fats alledged are extremely
xnjurxous to the charaéters of men, and many of them,
to tae memory of the moft excellent perfons deceafed,
(whom
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(whom we have the greateft reafon to believe, have,
long fince, received the approbation of their and your
lordfhip’s final judge) whoever abufed your lordfhip’s
credulity, is on this account, the more inexcufably cul-
pable. How far your lordfhip is yourfelf to blame,
for preaching and publifhing fo inany interefting fadls,
on fuch incompetent teftimony as your lordfhip has
relied on, 1 will not prefume to determine. This how-
ever, I think I may venture to fay without offence, that
“as the charges adduced by your lordfhip, affect the
reputation of great numbers of his majefty’s loyal
fubjeéls in thefe colonies, proportionable deliberation
and pains were neceffary toinveftigate the truth, And
- tho’ the moft fedulous and impartial inquirer may be
deceived by mifinformation ; yet in the prefent cafe, it
was fo ealy a matter to have *attained to the utmoft
certainty, that diretly the reverfe of many affertions in
your lordfhip’s fermon was true ; that it is not a little
furprizing your lordfhip fhould have fuifered yourfelf
to have been fo palpably mifled. And if a prelate of
your lordfhip’s abilities and candour, was fo unhappily
induced to take up an ill report agaiuft your neighbour,
from the mouth or pen of fome malicious deceiver, how
much eafier may we imagine, will a misjudging and cen-
forious world adopt, what has been preached and printed
by fo diftinguifhed a perfonage as the Jifbcp of Lardaff.
It cannot therefore, I humbly prefume, be deemed
officious or impertinent, in vindication of the charallers
fo urjuftly defamed in your Jordthip’s fermon, to remove
thofe prejudices you have unfortunately imbibed 3 or to
prevent their being farther diffufed, and more deeply
rivetted, by a difcourfe, which from the dignity of its
author, muft naturally carry great weight, and make
very durable impreflions, And it appears truly won-
derful to me, that amongft the great numbers in this

country, who are capable of performing this benevolent
“ | | | tafk,
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tafk, not one that I know of, except Dr., Chauncy of
Bofton (to whom I am ebliged for feveral fatts and

obfervations) hath hitherto attempted ir.  The paffages
in your fermon, my lord, which 1 would be unde:ftood
to have particularly in view, are thofe which relate to
the American colonies. Your lordfhip fays, page 6,
“ Since the difcovery of the new world, the fame provi-
“ fion hath not been made of minifters, neceffary o the

« fupport of chriftianity among thofe who removed thi- .

* ther, efpccially in the Britith colonies.”  This, my
lord, affirmed of the colonies without difcrimination, 1s
fo contrary to truth, that with refpeét to many of them,
they exceed perhaps in fuch provifion, every other part
. of the chriftian world. In the New-England colonies
particularly, they have from their earlieft fettlement been
peculiarly attentive to the moft ample provifion of a
gofpel miniftry. Their legiflative acts, from the com-
mencement of thofe colonies, abundantly evince this
attenticn. By thefe provifion is always made for the
eftabuinment and fupport of the gofpel miniftry in every
new-erected townthip ; and without fuch eftablithment,
within three years from the fettlement, the grants are
liable to an abfolute forfeiture. 1n confequence of this
provifion, with the divine bleffing on their pious endea-
‘vours, chriftianity has not only been fupported, but fo
faithfully preached, and fo zealoufly inculcated, that I
will venture to affirm, there is not a more virtuous, not
a more religious people upan the face of the earth.  In-
deed, my lord, from rhe moft authentic accounts refpec-
ting the ftate of religion in England, 1 have reafon to
think, they furpafs both in the theory and praftice of
chriftianity, thofe who have the advantage of enjoying
it under the fupports of a legal eftablithment, and are
perpetually bafking in the full funfhine of epifcopal pre-
eminence. Nay, | doubt not your lordfhip will readily
admit, that notwithftanding the millions expended Zn

tie
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the dignitaries of the church, and the boafted advantage
of epifcopal ordination, the people of England do not
outfhine in purity ef morals, either the proteltant can-
tons of Switzerland, the republic of H.lland, or the
church of Scotland  all which however know nothing
about epilcopacy, except; as thele colonies, I mean, at a
convenient and comfortable diftance. And though re-
crimination, my lord, is reputed to be juit ; yet it is fo
very dilagreeable; thar T (hall not attempt to heighten
the luftre of the lives and examples of the New-England
clergy, by the foil of thofe in the mother country. Let
it fuffice to inform your lordthip, as what may be depen-
“ded upon for matter of fad, that there are now within
the bounds of New-England, not lefs than five hundred
and fifty minifters, fome of the prefbyterian, but the
greater Dart of the congregational perfuafion, regularly
fet apart to the paftoral charge of as many chrifiian con-
gregations, having been pe.vioufly qualified w.th divine:
and human literature in the courfe ot a liberal education,
at fome of their colleges. They are moreover, men of
irreproachable lives, and orthodox in principle, who
difcharge their facred fun&ion in a manner that does
honour to the holy religion they profefs. And canit be
fad, my lord, with the leaft appearance of rruth, of
fuch a country as this, (a country fo thinly inhabited,
and 1o recently emérging out of a ftate of political non-
exiftence) that it has ¢ not made a provifion of minifters
““ neceffary for the fupport of chritlianity £ In truth,
my lord, however the people of Biitain, may, on ac-
count of their remote (itvation trom us, be'prevailed on
to credit fuch marvellous reports, the North- Americans
could not be more aftonithed, fhould yoor lord(ip
aflert, that this part of the world is not inhabited by
any of the human fpecies, but only by Satyrs, and Cen-
taurs, and Griffins, .
Your
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Your lordthip proceeds, « A fcandalous negleét (o
“ wit, this of not making provilion for minifters) which
“ hath brought great and deferved reproach both on
“ the adventurers, and on the government whence they
“ went, and under whofe protection and power they ftill
“ remained in their new habitaiions.” To convince
your lordihip, by an indu&ion of particulars, that thefe
colonies have of late indced felc the power of the coun-
try whence they emigrated, would oblige me to protral:
this letter to ah inexcufable length, A great part or
‘that auguft affembly, the Briti' parliament, and his
majelty’s minifters in particular, have exhibited recent
proofs, by removing fome of our complaints againttan
undue exertion of power, that it had made us feel but
t0o {great a proportion of it. I am forry, my lord, that
fo few of the right reverend bench concurred with them
in fentiment. But with refpeét to the proseftion which
the mother country hath afforded us, your lordthip has
no reafon to triumph. Many of the colonies were hot
only fettled without her protection, but by realon of her
perfecution and intollerance. The emigrants fled from
her, into the wilds of America, to find an afylum fromh
thofe Lfurpations over the coniciences of men ; which it
will be an eternal blemifth on her charaéter, that fhe fo
wantonly exercifed. After having forfaken houfes and
lands, and the moft tender connellions, with every
thing dear and eftimable among®t human kind, for the
undiftarbed fruition of the rights of private judgment,
facred by the laws of God gnd of nature, they had to
encounter, without the proteftion of the government,
the fanguinary favages of the defart, with all thofe
unfpeakable difficulties of fettling a new worldin a how-
ling wildernefs ; which nothing but aninflexible truft in
God, and the moft infrangible refolution of adhearing
to their religious principles, could ever have furmounted.
A charalter this, my lord, that will, in the opinion of

: all
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all impartial men, make a brighter figure in hittory,
- thancan pofiibly be acquired by haranguing on the excel-
lency of chnftianity from the downy couch of fecurity
and eafe ; or rccommending the propagation of it among
the pagans, the orator the mean while, remaining at the
falutary diftance of three thoufand miles from the fcene
of attion. ,\ |
Your lo:dfhip proceeds in the following words.

“ T'o the adventurers, what reproach could be calt hea-
‘“.vier than what they deferv’d ? Who, with their native
“ foil, abandoned their native manners and religion ;
“ and ¢’er long were found in many parts without re-
“ membrance or knowledge of God, without any divine
¢ worfhip, in diffolute wickednefs, and the moft brutal
“ profligacy of manners. Inftead of civilizing and
“ converting barbarous infidels, as they undertook to
‘“ do, they became themfelves infidels and barbarians.
“ And s it not fome aggravation of their thame, that
““ this their neglect of religion was contrary to the pre-
““ tences and conditions under which they obtained royal
¢ grants, and public authority to their adventures ¢ The
¢ pretences and conditions were, that their defign was,
““ and that they fhould endeavour the enlargement of
““ commerce, and the propagation of chriftian faith.
““ T'he former they executed with fincerity and zeal and
*“ in the latter moft notorioufly failed.”—While rumi-
nating, my lord, on thofe ftriking words, ¢ living with-
‘“ out remembrance or knowledge of God, without any
““ divine worfhip, in diflolute wickednefs, and the moft
“¢ brutal profligacy of manners !” 1 am almoft tempted
to think, that your lordfhip hath miftaken fome hiftory
of the Cape of Gosd-Hope, for that of New-England,
Indeed, 1 have no conception that the moft exquifite
pencil is capable of drawing a more hideous picture of

" human nature : Nor do I think that even the Hottentots

“themfelves, if we may credit the more modern travel-
e e e e,
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Jers, are funk into fuch an amazing depth of d‘éprdvit%
and pollution. Bating the article of diving wor/bip,
never heard of a people, whom your lordthip’s picture
more ftrongly refembles, than fome of the epifcopal
clergy in the province of Maryland, and the Weft-India
iflands : but for them alfo, it is rathgr too high wrought,
and coloured Beyond the life.  Your brd(hlp, tis true,
has not been pleafed in direét terms, to tell us in what
parts the adventurers were thus illt!i’lOUs, diffolute,
bratal, and beyond all parallcl profl:gae in ‘their man-
ners : But by certain diftinguithing ttrokes in this deep-
fhaded and difmal portraxt, it is fufficiently évident,
that your lordthip intends the advedturers who fetiled
New-England. ‘This I colic& from the following words
in the paragraph under confideration.—¢ Their not
‘“ civilizing and converting the barbarous mﬁdels, as
“ they undertook to ds ” And this in contrariety * to
¢ the pretences and tonditions under which they obtained
““ royal grants 3 and ina word, their implicative decla~
ration by thofe pretences and conditions, that ¢¢ their
““ defiyn was, and that they would endeavour the propa-
¢ gation of the chriftian faith.” .
As | cannot find, my lord, thdt any incofporated
company of adventurers to América, entered into the
engagzments mentioned by ycur lord{hxp, or obtained
any charter on fuch condition, except thofe who fixed
their refidence in New-England ; I muft conclude thofe
were the emigrants, to whom your lordfhip more par-
ticularly alludes. I therefore take it for granted, it is
again(t tbem, that your lordfhip has prefered the heavy
“accufation, nf adandoning with their nasive foil, ther
native manners and relzgzon &c. Itis certainly to be pre-
{umed, my lord, that you was not perfonally acquainted
with any adventurers who died an hundred years before
your lordthip was born. Nor from any hiftory of that
people, could fo difguftful a deferipiion be collected,
‘ N B there




there being no account of them extant, but what does
honour to their moral and religious charaéter. Nay, my
lord, fo far from deferving to have their memories ftig-
matized with fo uncomnion a brand of infamy, that
~they were remarkable for all the oppofite virtues. In-
- ftead of living without the remembrance or knowledge of
. Ged, they maintained a conftant fenfe of the diety, to
- whom, fot his prefervation of them amidft the perils
“of the great deep, and their deliverance out of the
hands of their perfecutors, they conceived themielves
under renewed and additional obligations,  Their lives
were fuitable to thofe devout fentiments. Inftead of
Living witbout aivine worfbip, their firft care was to found
- churches, to found colleges for alearned gofpel miniftry,
~and to frame laWws for the fupport of the public worthip

of God. Nor have thofe colonies from their firft fectle-

“ment to this day, been without provincial laws, to
enforce an attendance on public worfhip, and punifh
“the profanation of the fabbath. Laws religioufly ob-
ferved, and not wantonly violated, as in Loondon, where
the lord’s-day is lefs diftinguifhable by a proportionate
appearance of religion, than a partial depopulation of
the city, difgorging her myriads to reveal in the coun-
try, and fpend that confecrated portion of time, (to
borrow your lordthip’s expreflive, and in this place,
moft oppolfite language, in more than mere diffipation
even) in diffolute wickednefs. So far from being diffo-
lutely wicked, that they were remarkable not only for
their fobriety, temperance, chattity and gravity, but
moreover for a kind of precifion and rigidnefs of man-
ners, very  evalent in the nation at the time of their
departure  ut which king Charles the fecond, and his
profligate. urtiers foon laughed out of it ; and together
with 1t, a ¢ reat deal of real and fubftantial piety, which
all the Englith clergy, with their united efforts, have
not been able hitherto to reftore to the fame flourifhing

‘ and
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and vigorous condition. With refpect to their drutal
profligacy of manners y the charge, my lord, is fo grofs,
and the contiary fo univerfally known to be true,
that an attempt to refute it, after what has already been -
faid (and for which I vouch every hiftory of that people) -
would be a manifeft mifpending of your lordfhip’s time,
You cannot, my lord, require, that we fhould tranfmit -
depofitions from hence, to prove, that the fun thines in

r  America as well as in Europe, And yet it is not more
notorious to all this part of the continent, that the people
to whofe memories your lordthip has been fo injurious,
did, in fact, defgrve the above amiable and excellent
charater, than that'we enjoy the light of that glorious
luminary, Nay, ina matter fo generally known, it
were a {trange tafk 1o be obliged to adduce particular -
teftimony. It would be like the hardthip complained
of by archbithop Tillotfon, in his fermon againft tranfub-
Santiation, that st might well feem firange if any man

. Jhould write a book, to prove thatan egg is not an elephant,
and that a mufket bullet is not a pike.

BuT as yourlordfhip has neither acquired this intelli-
gence by perfonal acquaintance, nor hiftorical informa-
tion, I can conceive of no fource from whence it could
fo probably have been drawn, as that of the fociety’s
miffionaries, And belizve me, my lord, if you make
ufe of no other channel of conveyance, your lordfhip
will but tog feldom be juftly informed. This declara-

. tion muft natvrally appear fo harth and uncharitable,
that [ thini myfelf obliged to affign the reafon on which
itis grounded. I will, my lord, affign two. In the firlt
place, many of thofe miffionaries, in their accounts
retpecting their miffion, have for many years paft, made
it a practice to mifreprefent fa&ts. And fecondly, it
being their intercft fo to do, a moderate fhare of the
knowledge of mankind, will be fufficient to induce us to
confid.r as incompetent witnefles, any fet of men who
are perfonally interefted in the teflimony they deliver.

B 2 Buj
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Bu'r in what fenfe, my lord, did thofe ad:.ntarer
ghandon their native w’zgwn 2 1f your lordfhip means
by their native re'igion, the do€irines of chriftianity as
‘gontained in the thirty-nine articles of your church 5 they
were fo far from abandening it, that it were to be \Hﬂ‘td
it had been as inviclably preﬁ rved by thofe who they
Jeft bchmd them.  Thele were the very doétrines Whl(.h
they, in their time,  unive rially belicved, conflantly
taught, and warmly inculcated,  Thefe ave the de@rines
which their pofterity, to this day, believe, teach and
inculcate. Nay, they believe,teach and inculcate them,
in the fame fcnptucal and unadulierated fenfe, in whlch
thcy were believed, tavght and inculcated at the time.
of the r¢formation, l hey believe, teach, ard incul-
cate them, without thole fophifticating glefies, by which
they have fiace, in the mocher-country, been wrelted to
favour the herely of Zximirius; which your lordﬂnp well
knovq& was npt thair native fenfe 5 and corn cqucmly, as
far as the Englith clergy do now pervert them to any

‘uch mcgmng {o far have the; ““abandoned their native
“ religion,” Axﬂ if there be any among the defcendants
_of thalg-adventurers, who have, in tlns fenfe, I mean
in a pgrvr{icn of thoﬁ artxclcs at)andoned their native -
religigy, Ahey  generally bappen, 1 know not by what
fatality, tp be membersof the epz/capal churches.  Fews,
nty losd, very fevr of any other denominations amongﬂ:

us, have hitherro profificd that wondertul dexterity in
taylorfhip, of makingrebes r{ riphtecu/nefs, and garments
¢f Jalvatipn,ious o[—«-—f 15y rag

Your lorchip’s charge, 1s certa.r,ly fo greundlefs,
that there pever was a pu[lc in the world, who have
been more affiduous in preicrvmo their native religion,
and in, {ran{mitsing it, pure and incorrupt, to their pofte-
rity, 1§ vateghifms are conducive to this end, they
have pubh'hed s juglicious and claborate ones as any
past of the qutcitauc world hath ever produced. Let

any
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any impartial man read their produétions of this kind ¢
a leffer and a larger one by Mr. Nerton, the like by M,
Mather, {everal by Mr. Cstton, ore by Mr. Davenport,
one by Stone, one by Mr, Norris, one byMr. Noyes,
Qnz by Mr. Fik, leveial by Mr. Lllict, one by Mr,
Sea-Born Golton, and a large one by Mr. Fitch y and
then let him fay, whether true divinity was ever beuter
handléd 3 or whether they were not the molt genuine
fons of the church of England, who thus maimntaii.ed
herfundemental articles : Articles, fo often fubfcribed,
and afterwards denied, by fome who are moft prompt
to monopolize that name to themfelves. Have ecclefi-
aftical councils any tendency this way ? 1 find one at
Camiridge lo carly as the year 1648, adopting the ##eft-
minfier confeffion of faith 3 and another at Boffonin 1680,
fettling the doétrine and difcipline of thiir churches,
Lhe retolutions of the latter, my lord, are comprized
ina work of great theological erudition ; and which
required a liztle more towards its compofition, than the
{k-ll of conttiuing a chapter in the Greek tetament, or
reading a fcrmon of another man’s writing, @ /s mode
D’dugleterre.  Ecclefiaftical {ynods or cop-fociations
have cver fince been in ufe among them ; and what may
appear ex:raordinary to an Enghth prelate, they have

een o conducted as never to give any jult umbrage to
“the civil pawer. .

Bur if your Lirdthip means by thir native religion,
an implicit fubmiffion to ecclefialtico-political power
atbitrarily affTumed, and tyrannically exerciled ; or, a
recognition of any man on earth, as fupreme head of
the chriftian church, in derogation of the tranfcendent
authority of him, fo whom angels and authorities, and
powers are made fubjeé?; or a fuperftitious attachment to
rights and cercmonies of human invention, to the
neglect of vital piety and purity of heart; it is agreed,
my lord, that in this fenfe, they did in good earneft

- abandon
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abandon their mative religiom 3 and ’tis devoutly to be’
withed, their pofterity may never be fo infatuated as to
refume it,

Or this part of your lordfhip’s charge, I cannot take
my leave without humbly adoring (in which I am cone
fideut your lordthip, with every other pious chriftian,
will heartily join me) ¢bat all-wife and over-i uling provi-
dence, which aut of the evi/ ot that prelatcatoppreffion
whereby thofe venerable perfons were expelled their
native foil, hath educed {o important a gocd, as the fet-
tlement of fuch an immenfe territory 5 and by that means
of being greatly inftrymental in advancing the Britith
empire 1n America to an unrival’d degree of extent,
power and opulence. Nay, of the fhill fuperior and’
more inncftimable good, of prefeiving amongft their
progeny, that pure and undefiled religion, which in the
land of their nativity, hath, fince their emigration, to
your lordthip’s certain knowledge, fuffered fo lament-
able a declenfion. After having thus, my lorg, had
the honour of fo largely contributing towards the aug-
mentation and grandeur of his majefty’s dominions ;
after the many illuftrious proofs of rifing fuperior to
the moft difcouraging obftacles ; and furmounting perils,
and want, and toil, and famine, and the {fword of the
wildernefs, when they had but to return to their native
{oil, to be reftored to all the comfarts and delights of
life ; would they have confented (about what the
generality of men, and efpecially thofe in queft of pre-
ferment, make no long deliberation) to facrifice their
confciences to their temporal intereft !—Afrer fuch
fignal interpofitions of heaven,— fuch irrefittible mani-
feftations of the finger of God in their behalf ;—and,
after having left behind them fuch a fweet memorial,
fuch a more than brazen monument, of the fincerity of
“their profeflion : Afier all this, 1 fay, it might bave
been hoped, my lord, that their athes at leaft fhould

ha ¢



have remained undifturbed ; nor their memories been
~traduced with reproaches, greater perhaps, than were
ever deferved by the moft flagitious of mankind. Sorry
am I therefore, forry on your lordfhip’s account, as
well as from the veneration I bear to their memory, that
a prelate of the church of England, in thefe boafted
times of moderation and candour, at the diftance of
more than a century, and for the fingle crime of (what
by far the greater part of proteftzat chriftendom, is
deemed no crime at all) non-conformity to the epifcopal
mode of church government, fhould purfue them,
even beyond the grave, with a {pirit fo apparently
vindi¢tive, and with fuch unuiual afperity and virulence
of language, |
I snaLL difmifs this dead, my lord, with obferving,
that had I met with the terms xative religion, in the
works of an author of inferior name, I fhouid have been
apt to hefitate about their propriety. I have often heard
of a man’s native country, as fignifying that in which he
1s born : But as no man is born ix, or wish, any religion,
1 fhali for the future, in adopting that mode of expref-
fion, think it prudent to avail myfelf of (what no critic
will perhaps prefume to controvert) your lordthip’s
authority and example, |
Your lordfhip proceeds by faying, that, ¢ inftead of
“ civilizing and converting barbarous infidels, as they
“ undertook to do, they became themfelves infidels and
““ barbarians ; and that it was fome aggravation of their
“ fhame, that this their negle@ of religion was contrary
““ to the pretences and conditions, under which they
““ obtained royal grants, and public authority to their
“adventures.” Had you levelled this charge, my
lord, againft that venerable body before whom your
Jordfhip delivered the fermon in queftion, they would
doubtlefs have complained of the accufation : And yet
with refpet to their endeavours, in civilizing and con-
| | verting



Nerting barbarous infidels, which 1 § uppofe will be allowed
to be part of the grand delign of their incorporation,
1 will venture to affirm, that they have been more defi-
cient than the adventurers upon whom your lordthip is
pleafed to fix the charge. If by *¢ the propagation of
““ the gofpel in foreign parts,” 1s to berunderitood the
epiicopifing of diffenters in the American colonies
they have indeed made fome atrempts towards it.  But
how the preaching of the gofpel, by their miffionaries,
in places in which it ‘was preached, before either the
-{ociety or their mifionartes had a being, can be called
civilizing and converting barbarous infidels, 1 leave your
lordthip and the whole world to judge. What barba-
rians, my lord, have they civilized ? What-iafidels have
they converted ? The immenfe fums expended by the
venetabl: fociety, are notlaid out it miffions amongft
the native pagans, who know not the only true God, and
Jefus Chrift, whotn be ka:b fent : They are fquandered,
rigiculoufly fquandered on miffions to places where the
gofpel was preached, and, ‘admitting the articles of the
church of England, as the {tandard of oithodoxy)more
faithfully preached before. This, my lord, however
people at home may b: mendicated or fermonized out
of their money, is {o notorivus here, that an attempt to
adduce proofs to evince ir, would bt like holding a
candle to the fun. Nor are they generally fent, even
into thole interior fettl:ments, in which people are more
deftitute of the means of grace ; but into fuch, were
they are moft amp'y provided with them. In fhort,
my lotd, if the original defign of the fociety, in their
miffions to thofe parts of America, was, as before
obferved, to profelyte diffenters to epifcopacy; they have
exccuted it with a confiderable degree 0} afliduity ; and
‘the pay hathundoubtedly been more than the purchafe.
Burif it was to chiiltianize aboriginal indians 3 or to
fubferve the caufe of chriftianity in any other fenfe,

except
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except as above mentioned, they have s {with all due
{ubmiffion and reverence be it fpoken) notorionfly faileds
Or fhould it be infifted upon,that the principal defign of
the fociety is not to chriftianize indians ; butto maintain
the public worfhip of God among our own people in
the American plantations 3 it wil appear, from a
furvey of great part of Maiyland and Virginia, the
true ftate of which, from their conftant coaymercial
intercourfe with Great Britain, catnot be a fecret, that
in the execution of this part of their defign, they have
been extremely delinquent. |

‘Mavy | now entreat your lordthip’s patience, while 1
recount, by way of comtraft, fome of the attempts of
thofe adventurers and their pofterity, in the execution
of the laudable purpofe of civilizing and converting bar-
barons infidels. o o

It appears by a fermon of Dr. Cotion Mather, printed
in the year 1698, that there were then in the province
of the Maflachufetts-Bay, more than thirty indian
affemblies, for religious worhip ; and above three thou<
fand chriftian indians. ¢ The facred books of the old
““ and new teftament, were, in their day, by the fkill
‘“ and labout of the indefatigable Ellioz, tranflated into
“ the indian language ; and difperfed among the natives
“ for their inftruction in things pertaining to the kingdom
“ of God and of Chrift. For this purpofe, he made
“ himlelf firk acquainted with their language § when
“ thus accompliftied, he preached to them in their own
“ tongue, and in many of their villages ; and by the
“ blefling of God, on his’diligent endeavours, many
“ believed and turned to theLord. He foon had feveral
“ compapions, aud afterwards fucceflfors, who were
“ faithful and zealous in inftru@ing thefe favages inthe .
“ gofpel -method of falvation. Schools were eretted
‘“ among them, and fuch books put into their hands,
“in their native language, as their edification called for.

. e The
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“ The confequence was, that in feveral villages, indians
*“ met together every lord’s-day, " for the worfhip of
““ God “tlirough Jefus Chrift, and churches of them
‘“ were gathered, who walked in the fear of the Lord,
‘¢ and the religious oblervation of all gofpel ordinances.
*“ To the bibie, Mr. Elliot added, a verfion of the
¢ pfalms in indian metre ; which it was their prattice
¢ to fing. T'his indian bible is the only one that was
““ ever printed in this hemifphere of the univerfe.”
After being made acquainted with the above fats, I
doubt not, it your lordthip’s fermon fhould ever be
re-printed, you will at leaft think it proper, to except
that worthy and venerable fervant of God, Mr. Elliot,
out of the number of thofe, who, ¢ inftead of civilizing
‘“and converting barbarous infidels, became themfelves
“Infidels and barbarians”  For my part, I cannot but
think that the laborious work of learning an indian
language ; of tranflating the holy fcriptures into that
language, and of {pending one’s life amongft favages,
inevitably fubje& froni their manner of living to innu-
merable inconveniences, for the benevolent parpofe of
inftru&ing them in the chriftian religion, juftly merits a
note of approbation, from the pen of a chriftian bithop.
Could any of the fociety’s miffionaries, my lord, boaft
fo iltuftrious an inftance of labour, fatigue, patience,
and {clf-denial ; in what fplendid and glowing colours
might we not expett to find it immortalized ; when their
ufual exploits of baptizing a few infants or negroes,
which might have been done by others at lefs thana
tenth part of the expence, or the reading a borrowed
fermon, to perfons in the full enjoyment of all gofpel
ordinances, is annually cclebrated with notable oftenta-
tion and app'aufe ; to the great confumption of the
paper manufaétory, and the no {mall effufion of epif-

copal ink !
WHaT
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Waat follows, my lord, is extracted from the Revd:’
M:r. Thomas Prince’s oencral account of the Englith’
minifters, who refided at Martha’s Vineyard. ¢ Mr.
¢ Thomas Mayhew, fon of an excellent man of this
¢ name, began, in another part of the province, the
““ work "of gofpelifing the inficel-natives, fo far back,
“as - 6.2. And this good work, has been carried on’
“ by one and another of this name and family, from’
¢ tha\r day to this. In 1657, many hundred indian men
« and women, were added to the chriftian focieties, in
¢¢ this part of the country, of fuch as might be faid to
¢ be “ boly in their converfation;” and that did not need
¢ for knowledge, to be taught, * the firft principles of
“ the oracles of God ;” befides many hundreds of more
“ fuperficial profcﬁ'ors. In the year 1689, the indian
« church, under the care of Mr. John Mayhew, fon of
¢« the above Thomas, confifted of an hundred commu-
o mcants, walking * accordmg to ‘the rule of the ferips
“tures

I fhall now, my lord, beg leave to lay before your
lordfhip, an hiftorical quotation from Dr Chauncy’s
remarks on certain paffages in your lordfhip's fermon.
“ The Rev. Mr. kxperience Maybew, fon of the before
“ mentioned Foba, and father of the late memorable
« Dr. Mayhew, a gentleman of fuch fuperior natural
« endowments, that he would, had he been favoured
“ with common advantaoes been ranked among the
“ firft worthizs of New-[! ngland ; and who fpenra life
‘ protratted leveral years beyend cighty, in the fervice
““ of the indians, publihed in the year 1727, an oftavo
¢ volumc cnm]cd Indian Converis 3 in which he has
‘“ given an account of the lives of thirty indian minitters,
 an | above eighty indian men, women, and young
¢ pgrfons, within the limits only of Msartha s Vineyard,

“an ifland in the Maffachufctts province, And of
% thele, as he was a genileman of eftablithed reputation,

Ca2 ¢ for
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“ for both judgment and veracity. it may be charirably
¢ faid, they were all real converts, to rhe faich of Chrift,
“ and fomc of them in a diftinguifhing degree, clearly
¢ evidenced by their manner of life ; which was fuch,
¢ as maymake many Enghth profeflors blufh, of whom
it may be hoped, that they are chriftians in truth, as
“ well as name. In the atteflatisn to this account,
“ figned by eleven Bolton minifters, fome of whom are
“ now alive, it1s faid, *¢ that they who may ignorantly
““ andimperioully fay, nothing has been done, may be
“ confuted ; and that they, who are defirous to fee
“ {fomething that has been done, may be entertained
¢ and granfied 3 here 1s now eahibited a collection of
““ examples, wherein the gloijous grace of our great
¢ redec wer has appeared to, and on, the 1NDIANS of
“ New-England. 1t muft not beimagined, thefe are all
““ that could have been collected  for all thefe are only
¢ {clected from ane ifland. ¥P———1¢ is faid farther, ¢ the
¢ guthor of this hiftory, Mr. Experience Mayhew, is a
¢ perlan of inconscftable veracity :—We again fay, big
 truth way be velied on, bis pdelity is irveproachable.”

Here, my lord, before we proceed farther, let us
enquire, whether the miffionaries in thefe parts, muft not
be guilty ¢f the moft inexcufable negleft, in not infor-
ming themiclves abaut the propagatian of the gofpel
amorg!t the indians, or render themfelves obnoxious to
the beavier charge of wilful and pertinacious miliepre-
fentations ? Nay, ty lord, was it not their dury, their
hounded duty, as faithtul miaifters of Jefus Chrift, and
embarked 1o the fame common caule, with others, his
profefled dnciples, of enlarging the borders of his king-
dom, -and efpecially of directing fome of the benign rays
of the tun of righteoufnels, 1o illuminate thofe who fag
n the region and fhadew of death y=-was it not their
indifpenfible dury, 1 fay, so have infortned the fociety of
thofe. glorious endeavours, and inftead of wiifully con-

ccaling, or artfully cifguifing them, to have cmploygd
| thy
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the fuperior advantage of their correfponden