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'At 

!n CONVENTJON .of ·the PRC-TESTANT 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH, May 26, ,,86. 

o R D ERE D, That the thanks of the C(mvention be given 

-to the -Reverend J. Madi'fon for his Sermon preached this Inorn

ing, and that he be defired to print the fame. 
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J 0 Ii I~ 4tk Chap. 
.. 

U1V Y. GOD II A SrlIlJT, £ND THEY THAT WOI.."J. HIN, 

MUST \\'OaSNlf HIN III SPllllT £ND IN TaUT •• 

THESE wor41, my Brethren, contain one of thofe grelt. lamiao'll princirlet, 
which tbe do~lline of Cbrifi was intended to COll~e)' to men. TtJe F: ~ 'ler 
of tile un,verie r~q.ire. from his cr~alurel, a worfh.p whi~b il pure aad 

fpirilUIl, the (pontaneoul offering of a beart, conlciuul tb., tho'e fer,ice. onJy are 
accept.bl~, which are performed in fpirit .ud in truth. 

Yet, in 110W many rtgioDs of the globe do we filld thi. duty of worlhippi"1 
God in rpirit and in truth, obRruClrd by tbe "ain or the aratul reAraintl, which 
haman inflitutions impofe UI)OR tIle C'onfciences ofCllrillian,! How often llive melJ, 
forgetful tilat the very genius of Chriftianity relluire. iti profeftors 10 gloft· with 
uuiverfal benevo)~nte, arrogaotly mainta.ined. tbat C'omplilfion aad violence were 
nece([ary to el1force a worfbip, \\'hich tbey d~emed mo(l fpiritull a,"" true! How 
often llalll tlle IBild, the bUIDIDe, tile beneficent religion of tbe bleW ~and hum
ble .l~fil. been IJroftituted to ferve the obfcure \'i~w. of· political ambiuOlJ, or '0 
Jupport the caule of intolerant bigotry and oppreifion I 

But tbanks be to Ged, cc The hour rOlnetb and 110W iJ \\'ben the trae worfhipPftri 
{I).11 worfhip the rather in fpirit and in trlltll." Anleric., prefentl tbe firlt glorious 
innance, wlJerein religion aud policy are no longer connecled, by an uninrl a. op
),reffive tu men .1 it hll often been difgraceful to Chrifiianity. Tb~ SUIl of LlberlY, 
\vhic:h illumines this. WeRern World, llalh dilpelled, by itl r~rU)J!fnce, tllofe 
dark ,,-arms of oppreftiuo, at (lDCe tile monumt-Ilts of hliinan folly and bumlD 

\vitkednefs. 
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ni,"c,ltJ.1!f" 'Aeri";I. my brttlJrtn, I exult ,,,ill) jot· ~.nd gr~ljtu{le ~'fl i'~(' ~r.rt"3t 
J\uJ"or of ,1se Uni"I!I(t-, at the rl·cl)l~ect:()ll .... Anleri(,"i' vjti)l:I~'$ the uohh n ti~!(l 

, for ,lit pr(,fi,erilY an,1 h~l'ptnef~ (tf IDankind, \vllil'11 l1:1th as ~'f't Ilrf'n e~perif'nrt (1 
In .Iny ~!~e or eountry. (;l·,)\vnf'd ,-vith t!l~C~'J iil a cauie:, 1':trall~l~~d h.? nonc 'f~'itllC'r 
{r.r ifS ilnJ,ortilnc-~. or (or Ihe \,jrtne ,vitb whie'l it \vas t;i.1pporte(l, Idl.c tl1~ S.l\9;,lUf 

. (.if 'he \\,orld, file eKtends Ilfr arln; to the \\'i'lo'c fal11i1y of n\;ln~~i"d, fh(~ 'n\·itcS 
'lhe~'l te, Jll!lake of f~) gr~a'tl1vation ; Ole cnntldcrs all \vho l'econlc be,· (il,jzc.~nf. 
eqaal1y a~ her cbildrt·n, ,aqua'" as thore true \VOrfll:ppcra, \"hof~ duty it is to \\ ur. 
"hij) tile fatber according to ll\~'e lights alone, \vhich re,lfon and the gofpcl ,~nt~rJ. 

'o\\,n 1 rr~l oro'" my m:"d jmrrcffions, "'hich frcn1 to j!1!l!fy a flronl! pf'rft~afi()tl, 
· that Providence 113t11 defiinc<l this nt~W \\'orl(l to be the a'}'h~nl of nl:t;ll~:pd. It 
, is indeed pre(ilmptu~ns to :!tlC111rt to tlJlfold th~ afl and (,O~1~ptic1ttt1 pJ~n !~j' \vldch 
; J'roviden(e dire~ts the n(rairs qf nlen; our ,,·if\V .. are infjnirtly ton thorl, tt;r f~) :1r • 

. ~ CUOtlCJ' an ~l1terpti(e. 'E:Jt \,'hen \"c retlcl't on lh'olc nllny gre,lt and Po\\'('rflll 

c3:J(es which (eern con!ta!111y nperat;cIgo to th fanle -end, and \~·h('11 "'e CJIlll0t 

; duubt fIr tl.eir producing prapnTtiorJJ hle ejf~{(s; when \"\~ r(·f1~;~t on thofe hngul:lr 
, c;rCtl :11Ilanl'lIs \,vhich have attended tll(~ rife, progrels 3nd cfl.lblilhlllent 01 ,.\ri1erican 
· eilipirc. and \vhen \\'C flr,h~r cnntider ,llat fo gra{joll~ a (!tli1!t1 doth not appe~~ 
un\\"o.ethy ()t tile ()n)~lipt)lfl1t l)~li)Orer of all evenlS; the l>ertualion, far trout lJeilig 

: pr:l~:np!l1ou3, Dlay be thnu!;ht melt r"tiollal. 

J.~f't us, for a mOlnent, recal to our min(ls a (e',· or thor~ ciTCl1:nnl'ncr~ in \''Jl~i('tl 
A,n1erica has beel' Inore en,linently favl)ured, than any 01 hf~r p trt 01 1 he glul>e. 
''1~hc rtft~·ttion cannot t:,ilto reno\'ate the \varo1efl tenlinltl1ts of p..ratilude •• n(1 

· 3 t the f.lllle time prrha p1, infpire as \vith t hfl noble ardour (Jf co cpcraliu g in tlle 
· prclnotion or a 1>lan (0 full of hea,geniy beneficence. 

'Y{h!1t, mcrtagrateful, my friC'nd.1, C3n he' preffnted tothe "lrtunus and ph;)oC'phic 

'I' 

" 

· mind, than a vi~w of that acce)cratt'(t progr~f~ \\'hich mark! tile hittory 01 Aa.el i(·~, ~ 
.t 

· Ho\v few years ha~e rlt4r't~d, {inl'c her unly inhabitants were thnt~, \,'hole ':l\'a~.e alld ~~ 
uncouth InantJers, \vhofe ignorance and Larbari!iil \\'er~ mattttf of \v~T1df'r al:d aUoaill,· )' 

'ment to onr torefathers; ho\v few lhe! generat,ons \vhicll lla"e pHfltd fince tlJIUre 'J; 

s pp~arr(lllere,great in(lced ~n(i ma;t flie in all her \\'\Jrks, but alluult turbldding lheJ 
bab~l!1tion ()f civilized Int'll 1 l' ell in that intel'Vll, fl10rt as it has l\t~n, l)y an increafe ,"i, 

. of po\\'er nnd of wc'alth, tlefote unknO'\'ll in tile allilals ()t· hillory, t.be ball) taKfn 
he: }llJce al:lUng the ('mImes of th(~ (";~rL:l. Ibd our 'orefathers btheld this e\'uJ!. ~ 
had f~lne kind An~el, \\ jthdra\\'hl'~ the curtl:n of tinl~J prel~nted 1\1 tlltir \'ie\,v, ~ 
A tnt': ita, t110! rite 1 I.f) a it '{ t (' of r;!:sr~()'}1 liberty a n(l in(lependence, tbeil~ poReri t}' , 
thUi num('rou~; coul(t t\~ey 1,:l\'C heh(al(l Anlerica thns transforn1ed f"011' it~ tl~t-Il 
rade and lav:t2e ftate, inlU:! Innd un\v {In\\'l11g \"itll lllilk and hon<'y, a i&tl1(1 
vt'here manl\illd ba~e found re{t iromtl1()fe pel fi:cutions \vi1ir.ll hnd tOf.) lC!11g (ll)
prctleu the 11l;l~lan race, a Jllld wh(:1~e llle worlh1p ot Ji)irit and of Irutl) th(\11 at 

len u til c 
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It''n~111 PTL'\'1!1. "'"nld ll1t'Y not 11neo cxtbi n1 ('(1, " r J: is /;lIt h Cod tl()m~, i';1 I ~t 
L()~.l *l.1.1)() /;41/1) '7 t ifitcd tl1zd "Cdttl1;cd I)il pCfJr1e, u.J;o iJ;~tIJ j))~Wt'd" jllt':E'" 'lui,,, 
I)illll ',1, tl'ld rQijcfl r'I) all l-'Of/J 0)'- Jill-vali,ol~." 

ntfltl{{ allo on tl,c "ufpz~·';'OUJ 1Jr.rio(!, \,·llen America entere,l into the full par 
felfinn of her in(tepetldcn('e.. 'It Yo':'! a l)cl'iod,· at \vhir\1 tIle llUtllan lln<tet'{\and:ng 
113() :1tt:lin('(t the free (,'xeteile uf it! 1X')\\'Ct5, ;t11(1 llad learned to atl "'i'th vig<:ur 
and ('irrt:tt.-.ty; it \vas a Fer'ioel, at \vilit'h, :\ jail kntf\vw"tge \vas tvery ,-.. 11ere )loi· 
fi·iicd of t\'e Inll~rent rigb1.s of hlinl~n 11~tUI f.', and at \vhicb, tlle experien('e of 
i)n'~ ages prefented :tlong train of the tllOCllll~:fnl ancl inltiOrl~nt facts; it "'as a. 
Ilcrioci, at ,-.. hich, tll~ \\'ritin~1 of Iho~c plailoic>I>11ers \\ 110 lo"ed mankind, pl1ilofo. 
l)llers \v hQ dnred to fupport the righ ts of hu nlan~ly, llad diffuf~d their ligh,ts t hroug h 
every part of this extesr-<ied elllpjr~ Confider alf(), that it \vas'a period, ·at \\llliclt 
tile true f))irit of equality IJrefiJe(l o\'er this ne\v \vorl,J; relletl Dly friends, 011 

l11cte and tn1n)' other cir4"'ulUltances \\"hill, I I!,ef(l not ~numc.rilte, and we mutt be 
il}lprt' {fed \vitll a bigh i~1)(e oflhe I)tcnli.r l'nanner in \VllilllAnltrica was favoured, 
at that iU1llor;aut 111 Ol11etl t. \"hto 'I.e atlU"nled tl13t illdepenclence, which rearelJ, 
and nature 11C.fclf i() nron~Jy dj\.~tatttd. 1"11tfe \"ere circunlnances rqu~l)y 'f~rlU. 
l1:Jt~ for the (·llabH(]lIDr-nt of 11~r political and religious happine(s on a bali. the 
11~Ofi: llerlnanenl, the t110ft ~~nlarged, and the beLl adapted totlle nature of maD. 

I w;ll not here trace tl1t origin of nlof1: otl1er pnlitical enablHl1m~nts; I "ted llot 
atlen) pl ttl fllew, that tIle 'intelJc~1 ual \volld 11 .. ,1, had its Ch2US as ,yell al • he ttl,a

terial; and th:.t '110(1 of the I)olitical iu(till1t!U1JS in thole coulatriel, "'herr l:hrt1li. 
anit)' is profcf1~u, h3\'e fpl'ung either f·r'lm tIle dark 3gc's ot' i&noranl:e. or 11a\'e 
'r~(;eived their InoR: di{linguifhiD~ featwes irORl th'e eftc\!ts of tbote agll; or ,lltt 
tlley ha'''e beel. in too Inan1' r~gion8, tile \vork of violence and fa8ioD, of oppreltro:l 
and dcf'potifnl, rathtr than the r~fllit of thf' tree detertninations of an ill()ependel1t 
an<1 enliglllCI)ed lleople, 'rhtt'e Irnt hM, J dou bt Il~t h~.e alrf'3lly pafl~d in revie\v 
before you j Ho\v \\'as it pn!IJble l1ndei ~ll(;11 flrl'usntlaltCeS, that any ("h~r inflilu. 
lions politi('~l or rrli~~iC)us could be atiol)I:t"(i, tl'l1tl tllo(e which tend to drprell ulle 
I'Jrt of tbe 1)\1 loan fpecit-s, alld to ~lev3 te the ot hf'r in proportioll to the depreli;"11 
of 'he forlner.. Ho\v \,·as it polhhlp,\\ l'C11 we reflect on the pride, tbtl anlbition, 
and ,11e blind ru1i,'yof infatu1ted ruicr,~. that even a religion Wllich bre-3lhes or.ly 
peace, charity_ a.d univt':I;tal bela.cvf;!eracc. (lluuld not be confidered .1 a fit IDllrd
Inent to fUPl)ort tile liiolt ~JnWortlly c..i 'It Lnctiulls aillong(\ c;itizens. 

I 

'- Happily for maokil1J, 1.1,e circt1mfian('es which attended tIle birttl of American 
rn11>ire wrre far d~trcrent. Her. we beheld re~ll::,ed, \Vllat Vbiloful,besl bad beJole 
onl,. taugbt. Here \'''~ llel1e-ld tbat glorious Illec'1 Jlle, a pttople coululting toge.tber, 
rerpec:tin~ the means of ';~curing tllcir p(,litical hnJ'p~"'!ts. lJPOI) tbe prin~iplel of 
perfeCt ~q'Jali1y. a :peopl~, than \VbI.'M "fIne e,'er \\t're nlOle flrol1J4ly impreOed 
,,-jtll tbat 'imple, but elevHted fentiDlenl, tt~"L U.tLure ~i£O\V' uu ai'tiQ~liuD au." .. iI&ft 

":fItfo, 
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1nen, and t1.at thei., t.'ue dignity is Inr~pal'3ble f.oln rqtl allibtl't:v. Iftrea, in a 
\ford, \ve heheld tbe telllpJe of liberty trecl(~d by tIle joint vuirr of a )l(-opie elllj. 
llently (ii{lh1g11i(hed for tht- l,ofictJion of thole Iii hts, whicl) fhouJd guid~ thelll 
in eUablifJ,ing it. on a foundatioll tbe nloll haem Ind pttrmallent. J confers, \\'hiut 
I filently cleplure the calanlities to \vhich our brethren Incl r~II()\v beiugl ar~ rx. 
)ofed ,in (0 tnal'lY 'luart~r;s of tile ~Iobe, whilft I lament tbof~ chains, under ,,,hich 
lIte thelll r,r,~anini, chcainl forged and rivetted by tire llind. of Clyil and rtt)igious 
CJrl>reffion, 1 f(el a gicalll~f joy to brt-ak in on DIy foul, inturniug frol~ In nltlan
(h'oly a I)i,~ure, to thlt \vhit'h Amez'ica I)ref~nt.. I contelnplate the AIDerican re. 
,'olution as 3 }lrecurfor to a general re,'olution in hUDltln ,laWairl. I bellold tbat 
brigllt (tlr \",lliell bath llitherlO conducted her, as Rilileadiag hrr 011 to the glory 
of becotning the afyluDl of In.nk~l1d. I \'iew that elevate,:' and fi"gular {ituation 
in whic}, Ole \yas placed by Providence at the commencement of h~r indeprndrnct-, 
frolll \\'hCl1Ct filr·(ould look back to the very fources of the r:trofl1erity Incl adwerlity 
of llatiotas, I view fuell a fitUitioD, I faYt and the many great ad,'antages ale pof. 
JeUed over every other country at tbat important I)eriod, u. thea indi~alioll' or fo 
beneficent a deflgn, a defi&tl we olay lJoj)e not unworthy OJt Onl0ipotence ilfclf • 

• 
God grant l11at ale lnay neve" jJrove herfelf unwottby oi::- beiDI3n inflrumrnt in 

tbe coniulnmalion of a plan, fo capallie of reftorlng tile hUI'lan ract' to ill true and 
oritinal dignity. God grant tilit thore politi(:al inRitutions "'hirll file balldoptr.d, 
in11itutions, \vhich have ever exhibited l1UII130 aature in irs grca:efi prrtecliolJ, 
Illay flot only be preffrved ill that purity in \'V111Ch tbey oli~inaled, but may Rill 
receive thore imIH-O\'ements, whir)1 experience and wildom mlY 'u~.gt!a, and ren
der Alnel9 ica that IJnd of hal'pine(s, \vlJere men Rlall be no longer confidered a. 
fupelior! and inferiors, but as equ~ls and albrttllren; where at l(-ngth the doarine of 
Chrift, uncorrulltcd b)' views of nate or tile ignorance of la'llj~Je Inti prefumptuoul 
mt'D, fuall flourilh in it! Ilrimitive ex.cellenc~J \vhere tIle I,rinciplelof • IDofality 
fo fub!i:lat-, fo pure, fo godlike, {lllll cOl1duCt 111(:0 to tllat IUDl of sreateft felicity, 
\\,llich tIle,' ,,'ere dou~t)C!fs defigned to eflablilb ul)on eartb .. 

Hitherto, my friendl, \~ ... e have only vifited the door, "'Rich l'rovideace bal 
opened to us, and gracioufiy invited us to entrr. It mufi. l>e our dUI}· 10 avail Ot1r. 

fel,·~s of tllis graciou, in\'itation, to endravour. to COlJcur \\li::ll lbi! aufpiciou. courfe 
of l>.o\,iden,f', and to be r~ady and ,,'ortl,y ioftrulnents in forwarding thole defignl 
\vhicb 111ly be fo etlenlial to 'be gellrral 11appinefs of tnanlllind. Tbis is 'he prine 
l;jpal conrcq~C'nceJ I wiOJ to draw froln \\'11at has been as y.~t dtlivrred. May the 
Jllinda of all here t be ('onfrienlioufl V impreOed ,vit b tIle 1);lrtirular duty of appl,
ing tIle opJ,ortuniay \v}.ich i. nO·N oflrred, in fiJell a mnnner, .1 to in(litu,~ a 
Cbri(\ian <.:burcb upon prio(iple., truly C'onfentallfOUI to tlJat fJ)irit of charilY and 
benevolence \\·llicb diCtated Cbrifiianit)' itfelf; a church wllole liberal, ralional 
and eillargtd ,'ie\v., unrtfiraintd by tIle ichemea of Ilolitical aUlbitien, and untor. 
rllpted by ll.e do~triDCS of fallible 111en, IUIY l,roye ahe l~~I'el·ior (.'xcclleo(tt, Illy 
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,Il~ cllviue origin of nur hol" religion, by u1timatrJy accompliOling tllit arduou. 
talk of unitia.g all the individuals of the 11um3n lpecits in tll~ mutt po\\'el·fuJ ancl 
facred of all liel, ill ,Illt brolilerly love, lhlt univerfal cha;rity wllicll is the bond 
of all perfe~t~on, and wbic:h tile gofpel \"ould infp;r~, nay kindle with a divine 
ardour ill the 'o'ull of Olen Hrre then let UI rear on the foundation ot the goCpel 
alone, th~ tenJple of univerr.1 cha~iry. Our fellow cilizell',. uud~r 'he autpices 
of Providtnl'e, by -,Iletr virtne and their valouf, have erecleJ that of frrtdom. Be 
u oars to rear this ra('rr(1 fab,·jc, wilhout \vhicb, that of f~.~edom 111a11 fooll moulder 
Into duR. Hnt, let I beleecb YOw :lle fUI,erRrllClure be worthy 01 the I>rineiple on 
,,-hich it fball be fou"ded; a prjncipl~ ~s extenfive as the (l3rtll, nay as hraven itfelf; 
• principle, which alol'~, Olould render thy rrligion. thou blefled Sawiour of Ih~ 
World .. venerable in the tt)'rs of Olen Jnd Angels, and, like the light, whic11 beAms. 
from eternal C,ull1, confoull~ the m~\li&nil)' of impious, unbelievinl beholder •• 

.\ . \ 
" :!.i Would to God, tbofe dillentionl whi('b too much abound .mongO: CbriftiaD', 

)~ f1So1d at tbis moment be baniRJed (roo1 amoll,',ft us! Would to God, inllead of 
't~o •• Y:,ri~nca tbat often .rile from filbj~~h ~ith ,,·hich obedience t~ the d,odrine 
:~ ot Chnft IS by no means cODn~aed, that, ullIon and church f~l1owaJlP ('oold C!v~ry 
J ,,,here be eftablifbed. Thi. union i. often recomnlended by St. Paul al c, tH lo,,~ 
~ of pttlt6 ""d of "II !J6,ft{f;on," alld i. enjoined as a dUlY of arid: obligation OD aU 
" ChriClianl; there being, a. he railh, bot "onl Lord. on, F,,;,b, DtlC Bllp'i)"" one 

~ .' God II. F ",hlr of "II, who is eove all, a"d ,hlol'gh lilt, .ncl in 10U IIl~." Could 
.~ the follownl of Chrifl once be perlu.1d~d of the iml)ortllnce of this duty I coul4 
I they, imiulinl tbe noble example of meeknefs an~ humility whi,h ha! been It:t 
~ before them, range lhemrelyes under tbe banner. of iovtt, abando~l u Iratle., an
~ lubnantial .II vanity, wIlen compared with the foblime, but fimple morality Clf the 

• ! golpel, tbore idle cODlroverfie., tbore e, dotinls about 'JaeRion. and ftrire.ofword.," 
chore " pervrrfe difpatings" \vhich have roo long OCCUllied lhl minds of CbriOi
.a" and which rerve only Ie excite •• euvy, flr.fe, railing', e,il furmifing.," 
fiJamefuJ to tbe profe-ftora ot • r~li&ion, "bore bafis i. univ~rf .. j ,baricy; could m~n 

.f' be p~rflJaded 10 tmhr.tce the fubRanf:~ 01 fo pure a religion, ., 'hI wholl/fJmll 
"We,ils of ou, Lcrd 1,!uJ C I"tijl, and Dot dilpUle aboat 'he fhadow I coulci tbey 
be perfuaded .1 Chriltialll wbo ackpledge the lan,e Ged, tbe fame Jerul J :I. 
ChriRilol who look for.lt'd to tbe ~ cele(lial c-omo!oraweaJlh, II tbil momer.t 
to unite in one church; could tbey, atlbi. moment, be incorporated .1 bretbren Ul 
one IllPPY and glorious 'ociety, _tremble tbenlfelves uuder the fdme divlne aaad

.~ .rd, Ind with CODrpirina Yoice, tend (orth tlle-ir uaited prlyer., like iocrnfe 10 Ib~ 
, 1 Throne uf Grl('r, mi,bt we not then Iny brethren, anticipate tbe blt·mn~1 of 
~1 b~a"en hf~lf; might we not. in piOli1 con6,I~nce. ac I~ngtb raife ollr f'} e. to ahat 
~ fi~nal, which lilODld a10f, diCplay peace, bappinc'i Illd vidory to the Cbri'\ian 

world. 

But this moment i. not yet arrived. The minds or mean are not ytt prel'l".d 
for an event fo big with joy and felicity. ,'llat cballge (0 dewoGlly tv be wilhed, 

• 
I ~ 

.... 
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i~ h'l",t"·cr gra,Jl1~lly ndvnnl'ing; tIle inlprO\'(\I!lents in hno\"lcdi~(-. th~ l,t1~h1:flllllent 
('1 11H~ freedonl of rc:H~ion in lhi3 ne\\' \vorltl, lhe fplril ot 11undlllity aud benevo. 
leneta, \vhicl1, by the ill'lu~nce of <.;lll·ifiianir)·, llas alrfl.ldy be\Onle ,0 pr,I"Ctlt'nr., 
not\\·jtld!anding the burthens \Vlli(:h have been ittJPotcd upon ir, "flol d us ,'ear-In to 
l~o')e the time ,,,i!} ytt arr:ve, \vhen pleiudice 311d j~alouly \,ill !~i\'e \\(lY t(l (harity 
ant fraternal aUt cl ion, \\' llen truth fllall difi,t.4 1 t he clouds of lil perU ilion, ignorance 
.lnd fr,clhlll; and l)crvading the univerfe. alall like the fun, did"ute its l~ght to all, 
aninlalt', unite and govern the Chril1iall \,·orld by the f~nle I"\,\,, aUQ l)rtfe~tl1 
join together the follu\vers of Cbrill in tile 'arne Inind .lDd the ianJe judgment. · 

To pronlote tlli~ great event is the bounden duty of every cl1urcb. It is our 
daty, and a golden opportunity inl'ites to tile perfur.nal1ce 01 il. 

Ptrmit me th~nJ to make fome obfer\lIations upon tbr mtans m()fi like1y to for. 
ward lucb an event. Tbis I attempt witll readiller., however iml)erfrtl lllr ob
fervations may appear, not only Leeluee il is, in tIl)' mind, of great imptr'Illce, 
tbat \ve fuo~ld 1)3fticularly attend to thole means at this pertod, but ali", becauCe 
the fame melns ,'Which w(.uld moil efleclually I,romote the end jun 'i)oicrn of, will· 
be tbe beft guides to us at a tillle \vhen ""e are foruling as it weir anew, our own 
religious (ocie,>" for witllout attention to them, " e fhall deprive ouricl,'e. of the 
incftilBable privilege ot worlri)ping God in 'llirit 3nd in Iruth. 

Fortunately (or CI)rifiians, ttole mf'ans arr altogelhttr of the negati,re kind. 
They drpend upon ll·e rejecriun, n··t the adolJtion of any ofthofe humin fyfJ~m. 
of belief, or rules of faIth. ",'bi,11 uave ofttn ufurped tbe place of Chrif\iaail1 
itfelf. They only require Ch,iit.Jlu. to r~\lert to the gotl,cl, and to rbalJdoD every 
othttr directory of cOl1t(:ic:n(~ I Y\ til thtn ,"rnture (lara_ttlly to r~comlnend to all. 
Chrifiianl to reject ever) i)'trm, as '~e fallIble rroduction of h"man con,ri'IDcr,. 
which tball dl~tate arti('I~s (If faith, and 3(IOP1 'he g,ofpeJ alone as tlltir guide. 
Am I not fuBic;ieDtly ,var ranted, nl)' t~rethrcn, in thie recoll1nl~lldat.on? I trufl 
there i. 1carte anyone alnongft us \\110 \,'ill ol"je,-'t to a re(Onlnlf"'ldali,to of tbi. 
nature, \vbetber \\Oe attend to tile tallil>ility, the ign".anct-, tb~ prejudi,e of men, 
or to the lrlt,b, \vifdoID, aud Ilt'rtectioll ut ,lIe ~ulhur 01 our divine religiou. 

I will take the liberty to adt'ance a genA, propo lit ion , the evidence of whicb, 
) perfuade myft'lf, .1lay be ~llabli(lled by tile reoR. incontcfiible proofs. The- pro
pofilJoD is indeed lin11)le and I,lain; it is, " Tbat tllolr Cllritlitlll fo( ieties will ever 
be found to 11av~ formed tJleir union upon princil)les the witeft: and tile belt, which 
im)H'fe the fe\v~n r~nraiu,s uron the minds of their menlbers, making 'he fcrip. 
turea alont, and llot bUOlal} article:j or cou1e1Iions uf- belief, the lole rule oj faitb 
and conduct. 

Ie is much to be lamented that the venerable reformttrs, \\'11(1n thry llUra .funde 
the cords oj IJopilh 'yranuy, ever delJarled from ,lIe timplicit)' 01 allia {triptur 

piau 
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j.)un; 3n~ that inOc:.d or ad hearing to it., they t,.t)n~ht tllc-~Jngic.1 (," .. mil ah. or.', 
!nell;S of pr~ferviIJ~ fJI'Ji:ornli(y' of opinion, 01- of evincing l11~ I')urlt" of Ih~i: ,."it~l. 
The exper;en('t ot olote tr.~n t,,'o ('enturi~~ 1lath l>foved, }tow far t\lry are (Mpa. 
bl~ of Jll"odllcing (t1thel' ~fre-ct. ()n the other band, the confequenc •• which fuch 
inUitutillns ha~e b~en I) .. ()du~liye of, havr Le~ll mor. or )~rl leverely felt in e,'e,y 
part of tb~ Protrllana. ,vorJd" from ti·le diet 'If Aug(burg, to th~ prelent tinle. (.) 
trh~y havfi, in iornltr .a ,,'ell .1 itl 13trr a~e~, caufed a reI igion, defign~d to unile 
_.t' Olen IS brt[hren in the iacred bonds of cha.it), and b~nevoleDce, to~ often to 
d.fleminate amnl1v.ft them jttaln\.itie., Ininlofi.ies, and ratlcorOUI ban-rd. They 
ba\e nurf~d tl1r (temon of intolerance-; nay, aided by tIle ~iyil powttr, they hlye 
Jed martyrs to the ftake. and ha\'r oRertd tip as holy facrificel to th~ God of mrrer, 
(~hritli fO., ,,'110 llad the gutlt to })refer, \vhat th~y efteemed tbe d~·triDe. fir 
(~hrilt, 10 tIle commandmeuts of mrl1. £vefl in .~mrrica, the efFea. which tbey 
I1~Vtt pro(itlced OR the lninds of Chrillians, have heell feen written iD blood. Bu. 
tllanks be to God, thole days are PiJR~d; m11 incb never revifit 'he eartb! So 
long however, a. we can trace within lbore Ilunlan fyflems of brlief, principle. 
oIJI)reffivt' to Chrifiilftl anel injurious to the cauf~ of our holy religion, It matte~'~ 
not in how fmall a d~gr~~, I fhall ever efieetll it my dULy to raife a warDiu" thuu,. 
perl,.p. a fe~ble voice again't them. . · 

It is a maxim, (elf-evident to every ont, and w~i('b was held racred by the 
fathers of Pr04!l~flaDl;rro, " Tllat the (criplurel conlain all things De~e{fary to fal
"Ilion, and are the t"le ~round \If tIle fCtilb of a Ch.·jflian,,)' Tl1is maxim,' the 
b"lis of tile rt!formatien, and \vbi,b is acrrded to by all PluteaaDtl, i. aloDe f'ur
ficlent, indeprndr:lt of what fxperittnce hatll tau~bt, to induce'~very Protrfiant 
ChUf('h, to reje8 all {),flen}. of belief, unlefs con~eiv~d in tlle !erml of j(:riptur •• 
Dot oDly II auwarrantablr, and iD thtt bi~lIeft d~gr~e oppr~ill\'e to tbr ri~hl' of 
private. judgUlt"I.t, but as prelumpulous, and as caning an unworthy refleCtion on 
the fcrlplures themlelves. 

" 

• l 
Y ~t, many piotts 111(1 wnrthy Cbrin!~n. are Ipt to fnppofr. tbat filth ()Reml of. .~ f 

fait h arc- ntcefl~ry for the' main~e'.~ure oflrue f( ligion, or, tor pre.~nt;ng t.h.~! oi forder i~: 
\vhictl arije! froDI a diverftty of opil1itJus. But do furb l~hti(tia,,~ rrftect tuffir.ieDtJy 
UpeUl li·e ~X.01V!t which our (~ord bilnCelfand lli, Apo{tlel h.,,~ plll'ell bc.-(oreuI_ 
nil they, for tl~i, Of any. other pal·pol~, pr~J('ribe or rftCORltn'·ocl fumm.rj •. ~. ~ 
iai,b? On l~Je Cflntr.lry, did nOl "ur Saviuur cOllftaully elljOiD bit loll.w,"'~. ".' 
je"r,h IIJ~ fi"PIUrCJ ,J:rmftJ1J'J? Do we not find, tbat the B~re.nl wrre co."r, 
JDftndc d ' ... ~r .:'If ~l ('otlJbct, iii IIat r~{'C'iv;nK e\ra'& tIle dotirine of tile infpi,.d 
A,)U'tl~~, Ut~~~l t'i,ey h3d 'ira {earthed .. b~ f 'r;p,urc:.s If' tee wltt'lher ,h"'(e lblnr, 
wei e (U 01' Hut? Dotb lao' St. PaD! cxr~· ,-'.0/' ia" ~~ "fbat o'tj~r fOlud .. ,.ion can 

~ B ~ 
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'.0 m~tl l:1Y, l'h:l'n tl"t i'J l~id. \"hicl1 i. ',J~rll! Crls·ifl:" Df"tl, he- nnt f'Vfry , 

where recomnlt'ncl tu Cllri(\ians tile (Jutv of ,.,~a'lIilli/l,g lhr- g3·()un\i~ of rh(qr liUth, 
" to prove all tllin~~s, a11d to h()ld fall ~ll't '''hiell is goud ~'" And St. Juhu, d,): h 
he nqt ttKhort UI 'c to bellc\'e not rv~r)' tj);rir, but 10 try t hta rpirits \vhttllcr tht·y 

'be of 0')(1· ?" NIJ\v" if lunl1narirs of faitll llad bt'etl hCC'l!fiary lor the prolprr;I)' of 
eur religi~n, can we lUPI)nfe that Chrm ~nc1 his Ap"OJe'l, would h:nc nc)dl!'\."ed, '~ 
not only to"leaye ruth as ulufll18ve been nloll prol,e,· to' maint:lin the true 13;th, :' 
'but that, by their precepts 35 well as cllndut.t they woutt1 rath~r have taD~ht IJS ;: 

· the duty 01 avoidin~ theln? No, my brethr(ln, "Ie n),IY he ailql"ed, chac Cilrilt 
. and hi, ApoRle. did not ~n:eeal any other jl1l"nmary neceffar)', tban the gnfpel 
1.'tlelf; and, tbat whlteve~ is efienlial either as to f.1ith or pralCiice .. is there ex, 
>,reiJed \Vilb ,that cl~a'tntfs w biell a revelation froln Hea't'tll relluirc(). We fire 
·Jlreaed there to [earch, and 10 judge for QU1'ftl'VtS; lor rrligioo, 10 be profitable 
·to tb~ ind~vidual and acceptable to God, Inull be the rerut t of f;'tt i,ltjlli, y ,and the 
determination of re.Lon Tllj.:J ri,ht ot· free inquiry, Ind or jud~'JII~ for otlrf.·)\'rs 
'is a right nataral and unalienable. It is tile glory of our nalurta, lhe truefi lour,te 
of ioy and triumph to aD American. IDd conff 4illtlyto recur to it tbe indifpenfable 
·Cluty of a Cbriftian. Fer lliould \ve neglecl: this dUlY. where tben would be all 
Dl3nly, rational belief, wllere the fiacere pra~tice of pirty and virtue, wher, the 
-fBreft guide t~ mOI~1 and religioul co.,lua , ·In their Read, a Inean credulit~ would I. 

'preMil; bypr.ocrify would ulurp tlse place of true (le\'otion; religion and morality Ii 

would degenerate ioto fuperftitio., and fanguinary zeal. To foppofe tbea, that 
,tbe gofpel woald autborife a depri\"ation of tbi. riaht, or that loch deprivation b 
'Det.dary to in tuppert and .progreh, is to taft an unworthy I,OeCiion upon the 
110".1 itfelfj it i. to fappore. tball religion, which utterly difclaim •• 11 dominion 
~over the 'aitl1 and ,confcieocelof men, which is the molt friendly to the effealial 
~rilbtl or mankind, and which indeed,cannot .Kin where thty are in,aded, ftill 
:I'eqaire. 1.0 be fupported by their dellruc.lion. . 

I 

Befide., tbe "ery attempt, in mitten dark aad difputabJea, to prev,ent divttrfity 
.. 'of opinjoa, i. ".in Iud fruillet.. It bath es,ifled and lIIun e.er exift amoDI .11 

ehrilia"., .wea thole of tbe fame fociel)" Co lon& aa human aature cQnlinUfl the 
fame. The God of nature hath for wife purpofes brftowedupon difterent mea :~ 

. ~. &liferent dect:ee. of reaCon anti anderilanding; fo tbac, if tbey think at all, they ~ 
t'".ft DeceffaHl,' think ditFereDtly upon tbofe dark, myflerious fubjec..'llt whir-b, ~ 

.. ...,.ft'er Ire ofee. reduced into tbe form of article. of 'ai&b Nor Cln filch differ. ~ . .aace ceare, aDtll the fame precife portion of IntelleCt be Imparted to every indi". ~ 
aaal ofl.he humaD race. To attempt tbeu to pr~vent di,erfily of opinioD. upon rach ~~ 
·ttabjeCb, i. to .ppore the very law. of Dlture, and conf.qaeatly .aia aad (,wtle. X 

Bllt, III ..... cb, thac dlverfity or opinion, which ",oft cburthe. ha.e been ro redalou. ~ 
~&o prev.ne, U Deich.r aDY dir,race to a CbrlftilD foclet)', DOr incompatible wiah il'. ~ 

peace I 
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pl-arf Ind gooel v.o'·~r!)'nt-nt; unlefs it lle dirgrac'('(ul to m til th It tbey Ire men', 
aud UI,ltti the Chl·iftiJII d'ilpeuf.tioft be inconlpaliblr. \"jtll tile l1atDl'e oj man. On 
the C0l1t9'ary, rueh di\'erfity h)l), be contidered 80 molt tavourable 10 Ibe prol.'c:f. 
of Chriflianknowledr..e, Ind filould .lfo Le rqually favu'lrabJe to Chriftian peacr, 
by teaching us, thaI dark and ,Iiiputable points inllead of being mad,e arlicle. of 
"aith, and ft:andard. of orll1cdux)" fhl)llJd ratller be confadered as trials of .ur 
Chr.ftian trmper, and o(·caf~on. tu e,ercife mutual charilY; or, tbat lboje thina • 
• It,ne fll0uld btt ))eld •• tient;aIJ, which, our L01·d and !'fla(le.', hath 11Illy alzd 
clearly e~l'r~l.td, and Wllicll tlleretcre rannot rrquire 'he fuppo(td impro\'I'Rler'tl 
and addition. of o)en, Sa 10l1g as men agree ia there ~attnlills, or fundanlC'ntal 
artitle. of our rtli~i\JnJ in thore arelt and important truth. and dUli,s, \\h.(,h ~Ie 
fo cltarl, expr~ned that every fill,ere inquirer muft rradily Il'pr(~bel d theDl, 
where is the nrc;effity, or the rrafonablrnefi of altempliag to compel It,ell to l e 
of .ne Il1ind, II to other matters of infinitely interior moment, and" bltb ", e 
lJlay fllppofe, \vere deligBedly ler. clrarly t'xpreficd. 1'hat C h,ijJi." uni'y. 10 
(l,ongl)' rrro!l1 Dlft11drd to UI, aSlhe bond of perfediol1, doe. Dot (OlljJlt II. lIDiformi'1 
01 oJliolon u1'oo ahfirufe, metapllyficll Jubje~l., but upon ahe great tund.meDlal, or 
.ur rel".ion, and in that unanimity of afJections, love, peate aDd cbarit" which iI 
enjoined tbe bretllren in Cbri(\ JeCuI, who .11 'Willie by tbe jame rule, aDd .'kDO~~, 
ledge one and the lame Lord. ' 

But fiill it nIl)' be thought, that theological r,arms, or fllm.arie. or faith 
tare DeceRiry to rKclude from the bo'om ofa church, Dlen \\ bore principles might ~D· I dllnger if. wtry eXlftence. But doth ":lLperience. or dOJufi obferv~doD. up<.n humaD 
i condutt juRify rueh a belitr? Wbat articles, or what lyftem will pro,e a !ufbci. 
, eDt crirrulovallation to a churcb :lgain{t a man of a corrupt heart 1 He will Dot be 

relarded ia the ICCODlplifllmeDt of hi. defignl, ur iu 'he gratification oj ID ava. 
ricioul ap~tite. lbuugh 19, 20, or 20,000 ."titles were prefeOled beJore IJim. 
Trail mea, arti,)el will never prove a barrier to the- advance. of a ferret el)rm), or; 
caxclude fro,n an)' "hurch nlen ot viciou8 principle., or ot 110 princi~e.. "\' bOlla 

," thfD will tbear btt 010(\ likely to excl~de? I anjwer with regret 1\leo of flub-
! born .inue, l)ft"no( princip~e and ('onfcience, men of that rigid""" ialtf,ril1, ' 
~ whi,.b fannot br .blped aud lwiRed to fuit tbe CyRent of the day, ,Dlen who will; 
~.l,· hot prefer tllf diclate. aDd de,ifioal of fallible mor,.l., to .. be j",.II;"I, worG of, 
'~ Guq. 
t 

:, I (oncelve, D10reover, that no Chriltian church hath a ri,hl to bupore upoD it'. 
anemberl, hun.an jyfiema of belief, al necea.ry lerm. of communion for "'bat 

> ] befeech you do we underfllDd by a CbriftilD churcb? Ac:cordlnllo the .Clft Je. 
t .erallccepta'ion, ~~ e~ery Cbriftlan cblr,b i •• volllDtary Co,ie,)' of IDID alre~IJ)& 10 
~' " · - . . , , prof~~ 
~ <i 
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Yff)feh; the failt. "f Chri!t and &f!{H.J:al"lg f·.) li,·~ !'d":lJt(1il).~ te tl~~ ft1l~J of th~~ 
g ... \r,)~l." I\~rotll (h~1 clefinitioJl V\'e find ~be uHlinc,ivt tf~rlllS 01 ullitj'~, 01' ~h .. ~ fl*,~ 
datllent:il 111\\-' of jUl"b a f<',clcty, i5 to e:~l hr,u'e the '~:Tj,.,rures alo,\~, as the I'u!e t;t 
~ot"n}ip, faith and l'()ndu~t. Ct}n(('(J'.1ently ~V~I y 3 1,\t of church govern'nenr~ 
",11.(:h contr.l.velles this fundamental I.l\\', is tronl ;l~ very n;~'l1'e \'oid. flu\y tr\e~l 
!hail it be JH'etended, that other terrr!s of conll1'll,lion 1111';" be pre'(('il,ed to th~ 
Jllf'm hers of a '" C. h riltia!1 c b ur(' b? Bu tall 11 u nl3 n f.) (: C Ins.. i Ul puic:'d "s ar t i ,Ies of 
b~lief, 1llull be r,eld as in~rodu~tory of other ternl'. It toll0\VS th~n [hat evc!ry 
C\1·'iflian church, tf) far as it introduct'~ L1Ch tern13, is to he l'f)n{:d(tr~d as h,i\'in~' 

,_1 

departed from its et{~ntitl charal\otrri(licJ and ('c~n{equently to have (·xcteded its 
ri:~ht1 as a church i This concluiion is the nu}re incontru\'('rtih. t', as it coincid til 
V'~l!ll the ma"im before .nenti6Iled, I filould f1Y \vith ll.at ChrittitJn ~xjon), .e That 
tl1ft fcriptures contain all things ne,c:tIary to ialvalioD, a11d dre lh\.! fOote groul1d of ' 'h, faith of • Ch,.ijlian, (I;) . 

What then~ it ms)' be a{1~eJ, (ball not. churrll ~:)rer(r:;he to itfelf, term~ of 
ennlmllfliol1, th')l) it notl13ve its Jlarticular COnil'fiJons I)r artl'll~s of ht'h~f, ,'(),l'iiled, 
they he agreeabte to the w01'd of God? How many I)JuleH.ut (burrhes ha'~'e lltcn 
built on this tOlJndatirln 01 fand, unabl€ to refitl the \"ind~ .aDd the fCtllFet\s whi .. b 
brat ·aga.i'ift tht'm! The condition i! inadlnifhble. }4' or \\' ho ihall deternline \vjth 
certainty, that there terms are agreeablt- to the word (,f GoJ? Ho\v is it poflible, 
that all the mell1bers of a church fhould be {ufiicienliy allured of this in11Jortant 
point? (lr is private judgtnent to be f'atirely alJoihilaled; if fo, to \vhat eud, did 
tIle benign Author of our heing ~l'ant rea(on to marl? l~ ,lIe confcicntjou~ Ch .. Htiall 
to forget, that it is his duly 10 /e.'lrej) ,he jcripll4 r eJ lhelntelves, or are chofe hu
mlR eKpofitions to ufurp lile plact.~ of the wortj ot Gud; ~ B~lt lel us ill th~ tpirit of 
charity admit, that every CllUl"ch {ul)pof~'r, or firn11J,1 b~litves its Irli(Jc~i or rul~s 
of faith to be a,gree.ble to the vw':lrd Gf Goel. 'V'lllat thC!H is the confpquence? 
The ditfereftce between tBen) is furely a proof, lillit infallibilitj' IS not the attri. 
bute of all of them. Truth, like tile ~:ternal) is OUt!. In which ('burch then Chall 
we find it? I Nill prefllme te fa.y in none of them. f.le who would fClrch for 
tbe trath mult fearch for it. in the fcriptu~"es alone. (c) 

'.' 
Thrr~ is anotl1er important objection of 3 different kind f.·om any yrt mentioned. 

The burthen which thofe fy(tems iOlpoff) tall unel.lu;Jlly up -0 the members of • 
CbriRian fociety. The w~jght inflines loe mUlh tuwards th~ worthy pat' ort of 
the chur,~h. ThC!y muft confider tllofe lyflelnl not, only as the nt. 'eJlary rult. by 
\Vb.ich tbeir faith fuall be g{!verned)r hut f her nJttll puhh('J},' tr-ach and 'L. .,force them, 
Thul tbey, w:bofe particular duty il is to t'~podnd the tcripturflt., and r~c~'ho~l~nd 
abem 'e the heart. of melt, are incapa(;lt~a.ed tJ'Ollt. ff:arc;;hi11i aud jndg,in~ for 

tbcmleJ ve'. 
(h) 8tt "(Jt~ (B) 
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ll.t~-;~1rt'\vr~; they rt~ r .. ~ff.'nt~(' h~rnte thtm :\ .1)/1"'111, \\'hi~'h e\Lhf:" ri.\r,J"r~~ t}a:'o 
j~~,('ll-jnt\? th~ f"rip!ur('~1 fIU'ttt'~~' (lr or no o'ht'r illlpurr.ant't', th~ln to d'~( ... ..,\·('" hr 
V'J l'::~l fn{jI~ns th~v n1ay hl' fo cflJ·Hru(·d :"1 to fiJI){>tH·t an ;ntfrIlretaliuu, c.le,~'. ca~ tron\ 
1t1 ~ il, \.-. b 0 f ~ U J , ~ e 1 {t and ill gsa r ~ a.5 f ~ 1 ! J bit a ~ I h t'.; r (1 \.; n" 

I C:1nnot pT't'tenrf In fly, l'n\~1 t:Jr tl)(, nrti('jft~ propolt'tJ to be ret;~itlt'd 01' "dnpted 
b~· ,he l"ce C;I" ner:.1 (;()nvt'nti,)n, o( onr t:ilnr(h, \I,ay be :lgl·~e.ll)l~ to tI1~~ '\,'o"d ut 
(,IU<1: I\Jy a"'punH.'uts are "ut dire{l·(·J to that pOluta J C~e.lk ouly of hl(-11 iu(litu .. 
tinr.s in ,~e'.leral. But if t'\~~n rh('tfe wbi(l. ("UI· ('hure1, 1l1:J111CfJibJy adopt .. \\'er~ 
pl'rf(~tt II a~,r~{,JbIc \0 n)y O'\'tl OriU\Ol1, and howt'vrr I .night confcientioufiy ac
tVlie!ct in lh~mJ as to m~'ffa}t~ yet I (liQuid be no l(tfs 3\'erfe tn t.lle adoption of 
tl l en1 al a rule of fairh I t.·uf\ J have too gr~at it (liliiJenrr ftf nly O\'Vtl iudg,nent, 
tOe] ,nUl,11 ref,'el'l for the h'pf'rifH!f le3rnlng aud ,lbiil1ics of nluny excellC'llt menl" 
h~rs of onr cburcla, tuo lill('~r~ a hnp~, that n'en 'lill 'llore tnl;)\l)t~n~(l m!l)' Irife 
Iloongfi U'), ton ardent ~ dclirc tor the g~lleral profpcril)' of our hoi), relig~on, evt:r 
lc) \\'iIll to f~e a f}- !ie'll of tilaL kiuu adol>ted, tlu~Vt!v~r conto(nlablc to Iny G,,'n 
private jUogmcllt. 

If after aJ I, ('~rt~in rules of fa it h t1(1 n ill ad iuJ~ed necrlfary to I Cilrifi i911 chur, b"l 
in order to preferve unity and loundnris of ductl·ine, le'I them be- txp .... t(ed in tlle 
V\'ord~ of the fcriptures t~ernfelve!l. Then 110 ChrifiiJn \vill OhJfct to tbem~ no 
Olle will c01nlll:.in of an infringelnent ot t he r;r~hts of p14i'r3t~ judglll~nt. If itl. 
deed IUf}) a Inodc w~re adopted, it would lie of lillIe conet-rn, how 11UU·· 

rons fueh forlnularirs \\'ert', proyid..-d lllt:y,,'ere fairly and candidl), col)atet._ . 
. Th~y would ho\vever, I (onceiv(a, be unnet.\~fral·y, bec'3ufc, he \vhu adopts tl,. 
(criptures ,. the rule of faith and condu~'t, or hee who ~ngl~e8 It, the al(ar to 
pr~a(:h and inculrate only the pure tI~lrine of Chrilt, Inuit Ictllowledge iail 
alfent LO all the doctrines contained lll' fuch forlnularies. (d) 

Jndu'g~ Ole 3 fe\v momttnts l()n~flr, and I will endeavour brie-fly tn r1ac. in one 
point ot vi~w. f<.'IlJe of the m~tny \)bje:ac'tion, wbi(~h Illa), be lUade again'l Lbe iDtro~ 
dtl~'iun of hUIDean ilJ·licle~ ut' uell,,'f in a ChriLlian cllurcll. 

1 fi. Tbrn, thry area to he 8yoid,.d, bt'('~ur~ the ((:riptureal, br.i"" tIl\: role groaua 
.f faith :t.t!ord llie Quly tell by wl-ticb purily of dotlrine i.lo be aicer1ained .. 

2r1 B("c:ilu'ft, tht.' attf'n1fJl to fit ,lll"'11 ,hem, i. an aff&llnpcioa of power, whicb 
tao uf I'i&~t, t)c:lotli to .u.) Cbl'in ian c.:barc:b. 

3d, Btrau~~. th,-y inlJ,nir- O,;.r'('~. llp~n ,11'- hDm," mind whir.l1 n.,t only f~~~'1t1 ... 
II~v inlp«-d~ thf- prc.glt:ii "t Chr.li'ID ~llo"lt_,e, bYL ue'la"1 ,be ,,'(.11\lal light. 
ot priv"'t JU' \ glr1t~'fI 
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4' r),i:('~u(t, tl\e}' lflld, innc.,d l~,f pro(lucing 113~mony and unit), of opinion 
allltl1it"l l:l!rhlians, to (!xlite diflcntiocs alld nninlo'iLi~ •• 

I 
I 

5. 13tcauft. tlley corrupt tile pure fountain of Chriflianiit)' and imprtgnate tbe 
11\1illg ,vaters of truth wit!l lllC~ ill1l)ure COn(~iIS 01 111~D. 

6. Becaufe, thf)' are no where enjoined in fcriptllt~, aa eifenlial to a ChriRian 
<:hUfCh· 

"/_ r~p.nly, bL 'r~, tbe gr~,.t and iml,orlant do6rines of re\'ealed religion being 
I Jelivered with I~ ient I)eripicuily. an atteulpt to e"prelllhem in a mode', differ-

ent It om that in which th~v are delivered, fuppofe. an imperfection in tbe fcrip. 
I lurea, \vhi,b Ihould be avoided. 

l' I fear, DI)' brethren, I have tre{pnlr~d too long on your p:uien('e, by enttring 
. !Vell fo 'cranfiently on th:. fitbjecl. I hope l,owever, that itl iDlportance to tile 

Cb,j(\f111 world will be my Juttificltion, and, from what hal bren faid, imprrfed 
P.I ,b~~ deduc,iuDS may be, thilt ruflj(·ient reaefonl, have been ,ivtn in fupport of the 
I.neral propofilioD I ad\'anced, viz. Tl,at tbole Cl1riftian jotirti~1 will evrr be 
r ... lld to Ilave formed their union ul,on principle. the wifed and the beR, whict. 
Impute the ((twelt reRrainll upon the minds of Iheirmelllber., making the rerip
turcs aloDt, and not huma.1 article. or confeffiunl of beliet~ tbe (ole rule of f~itb 
~~nf1 c:ondu4w't.' i 

I 
I 

Let UI tllen abandon all thore r"Clems, which to :ra1 the leaR: can only involve 
UI 'Ll error. Our venerable f~cfathcrl erred, or wh~' a retormation? Tb~ir de
fcell~laDts will .rr, Nor a,al1 the refurrediull of troe CbriRianit7 be feen amongfl 
Dlen, until it Rlall appear in tbe white garnlent of .hF gofpcl alone. (') 

I 

'Yilt my brethren, 1 n~0111d have be-en·diffident in ~eli.ering fentimentl fo oppe. 
fite ':0 el1e practice of Cllriil ian churches, were theay! not fupported by the immor • 
• al voice of many, tlte bri,lltefl ornaments of tbe p,.lta.llt church. Thrle wore 
tbie. would not In vain have t'xhaufied the thunder of their eloqorDce, could tlley 
hive occupied the &roullcJ 01) Wllich I 110~V Rand. '1,hfY would have exalted \vjcb 
jO)' tblt tile opportunity WI. It lengtb arrived of rencriny, CbriRianily to ill priDli. 
live pGricy. Tbey would 111\'e told us, that no\\' \Val the timtt 10 break down all 
tho'c ".10 barrier., \Vlli(.11 have ,0 long oppoft~. ,lle uniol'l of Cht4Riaol; now· "'as 
the time to eftablilh 'he werlhip of fpirit and of trutb, and to evince tile fuperior 
.xcellence of our hoI,., religion. Buc why fUJJpofe we what the beft or ,Ile wifeR of 
men would hive fald or done? Imagine to yourftlwtl the Son of God, in .11 the 
lufirc 01 hi. own meekl1ef. and humility, Ilain deftendirJi to re~ifi, 'be Cll"ifiian 

world 
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world. lle-ho1tl in his hanc1!! ~n tl It is (i(les ttl :Jfc ,won !~(1s \\' hie h l;e endure::! (i)r rout' I 

fCi}"Jtinn, and healk~n on(:~ ,nore' to the JCllut~qjon of PC,1ttJ. \Vllat tllir.k } fll, tlly 

brethren, will no\\' b,. tl,e firU f:,c:rcd leffon '\'hich Ol~\ll.llo\v flOtn tIle };p5 f)f your 
oace (,I'u('jfjcd Saviour? 1>'-1t, al,'e.,dy I pt'r<:ci\'r', )'OU anli(ipalC hill1. Alr!!acly )"Otl 

he a r h i 5 d i vi II e v 0 ice c a Iii 11. ~ 111 ell tor e t urn t () the g. ~/p t" t, a r. (1 tor t' ( e i \' e ita s the 
(lnly rule (;f fa!th 3nd coadutt; :tl.c:ldy }"UU hear Lh~" \vitl} tears of ('crnp:lfIl()n, 
1 irncn:ing tllofe dillenlion:!r, \vldc!l p!e~J,l aOlolli!,(t l1is fnlIo\vfrs~ :Ind, 'Lt'i(/) e~vcJ ! 

Ji/ted tlj' to Heaven, exclaiirn, " G 1 i.gbteO!lJ j~11/):r, 1 p."llJ' (01· tl)i.~r;'l 'tubic/; b~"ievt 
011 111£' , that they all mfl.V "t~ one: flJ I bf)ll, J;:ltba1" art ill I}le, allfl;.' ill t/JCC, zl'f!l tIle} 
"illY lie 01,'C ilz US; thtl' ,i'e 'tvo·l{l1}~ tly be'i,~ve t /.~(Jl t '~'()U l't:~/i fell' ',le, I /){l,'Vc ~i"Vtil 
'/)""1 tli; word, JalicYi/, tl'r:tll tl)1 orlg/) II)y t"I~lh. 1'/)Y word iI, t, uti)." 

To promote tll~ gre'~t event bcf~)r~ menl;f)ncd, it is alfo tl1~ particul .. lr dtlty of 
a Cl1rifiian cllurch, to franlt- lhf'ir n10de 01 pnt)lic \\'orlhip upon a Ilian jo liberal, 
,0 free from all 'nattftf of tl1eolo",i\.'al dirplltation, fo trulv fet ,,;turaJ, that all \vho 
('all thetnfelve-s Chrifl ian! tnay COH1C to the f1me ~on.n~union. and tl1erc join in 
\Vllat tIle " fpirit of I>rayer illfpirci" •• in that .ldOl-ation })tlre which God likes 
heet." That lnode ~r fornl is undUllbrf'dly to he- preferred \vhich is mofi plain and 
limple, bell a'dapted to promote ttle wor(IJip of fpirit and or t."u,:h, moO: likely to 
('xcite that rational, Ilut true ardorJr of devolion, \Vl1ich tllould animate a Cbrillian 
cl1urcll, alld which, by a kind of rC3ction, Dlay imprers upon our 11e~rts, when 
proctrate btlore th~ throne of grac(~J the deepeil lelife of our dUly to eacl) othea·, our 
dt.pel1dance upon God, and the il1~{limable benefits derived frQm redeenling love. 
The foran Wllicb our churtb hath hitherto ufed is juflly coniidtred IS a tit and 
excellent model in mauy rrlpeCts. It pl){lefied perilaps as Jew imperfections al 

moR: other buman infiilutions of a fimiJat kind. Yet, whatever t~'ev Inay be, it 
is ardently to be hoped they will be removed, and that our public lervi('~ "ill be 
rendered al liberal, as enlaaged. and comprel1enfi,,·e, .1 truly fcri1Jtural, as the ! 

\,'orihip of {pirit ana ot trutb requires. . 

I have my brethren but. few word" morf! to add, I have p~rb.ps alr~ady detained 
you too 10Rg; bot I Cln&ot yet d.:fift. I feel at tbi. mODlent. lnore tban ')('011 

falisfaClion, in rdee\ing, tbat wbiJll we are bere convened to promote the caufe 
of our holy r~ligion, and confequently tbe eternal bappincf. of men, \ve are at lb. 
flme time .aiDg the part of tbore who bell love tbrir countr,. Reli~ion i. the ! 

boad of civil Cociely- II penetrates tbe bttart; it extend. itl influence far bryoD~ 
tbe reach of bama" lawI, it take. poKeffion of the fOll1s of mea, and ,bere im
preRe., in indelible ~bar.aer •• the noblert and trueft princi~le. of virtue It pre
r~Dt. before men tbeir God, II who (rom beann'. beigbt VI"\",, all tbing •• t one 
\,lew.'1 • God mer,ifal IDd long fui'c&iDI. but the a,enler flf all iDiquiry. 1& 

filew. 
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tJh~\VS tft m{"n, lb!t ti~e p~th wh!t'h leJc1sto f'!~'rnat 1,Ii~~. 'I thr f'301e \\'llirh ('nu· 
. d!t~'t~~ tbelU lothr.irgr~ateft tt"'tllForall~:lppjnt'ts.· \"lho l":fn CUlltel11plare tt.c fl:!~~~~tU~'6 
ot (!hriil, lllf' g.-and priu(:iplc uf \\'hi~~)- is lln'v(;'r{:.l beni:~\'oltj.(:('~ fl reEgiun \"'/',,)('\1 

\vnuld re~·i,,·t.~ th~ t:lcr:;au t~n~t- of hdln;lnilv, illid inculcate' a t, ftf'ln (tt' n,,)r.;ds, ll~e 
.J 

frlpcriot' pl!r~t)" of ~;vhich (~3rrjes alonl~ ,,'alh it lhr (tanlp of il'~ divhle 01 i~in; a Jell 

1 i ~~ ~ 0 fl "" hi, h 1\ 0' &)11 J v i n f t ru l"t. 01 e n in l he; r (1 uri cst 0 eat hot h f r , h H~. 1 Hi in, ~ 0 u t 
the lUnfll)C)\vcl'ful of ,tIl tn()ti,,~ to the o:'lerY'.lu<'c of th.~ln; \vho, lilY. C:lh Jeri ... 
ouny and difpaHionltely \\'t-igll the advar~'~gts 01 tuch a reli~'on, cY~n If.1 thJr [(lIn

poral happiuefs, alltJ Ilot YJi'll todiffufe It's iparit tbr,.nghou[ tht' ~,l,)be, \' ~~ nJY 
brethr(;~n it is a relilliun dtflined nut only tu I>romote th4:~ eterr.al, but tb~ ten'JiUJ',lj 

Ilappincls of nlcn, by dintlnjnatin~ the "obJe!t prinfipJrs of charity, by un'tin~4 
,1l'e individuals of tIle 11111n&n race in tile mult l)oV\'erful anu Catred of .. 11 lie.q, hy 
teaching U8 the great but uifficult letlon of lO"'ing one au,olber, and ,hns rendering 
Juftjce ~nd humanity triumphant upon ttarill. l~et not then tbe wits and Ilrettndt!d 
iages of tbis world. affront the gofpel by 11~Jt1't accuialions ~ ler. ttem at ltail re. 
verence it'. principles, let them a'·le~lft, ac~no\vledge as patriots, if not 3. (~hl·ill~ . 
ans, that of all t be rc'Hgious in(titlltions yet adopt~d by men, none tt¥er appeartd 
fo anljabl~, or to capaule of promoting gtneral felic'ity, .Bul)'e \\,llo love maukill .. l, 
ye venerable miniftcl·' of the gof~J, whofe office- it i~; tet promote the ~rrrnal as 

, well as t~ttporal hapI'in,is of 111en, ye who kno\\p, that religion is rile ro'~k upon 
\vhicll virtue rerla 61'11J and unfhaken, b~ it your'. to tupport th~ deireft interef"ts uf 
humanity, to affcrt the honour of our holy relig1on, t,) rt'tore and villtiicate the 
prel40gatives of tfutll, And ),Oll, ye "patriot Cbriftiatu., \'Vhf) love ,our COtllltry, 
let me ~nlrtat YOll to rcnleuaber, tllat in promotIng fo ptJlre a f;-ftem .f religi«Jn, lOU 

tftablilh a pri11,-iple, whicl, alone can giye permanence to your fi-edom and l)olitit:.1 
proCpe.-jty. TII;s principle i. virtue; on it depen(ls the cloDlinulnce of your libertiel, 
the exiftence of your republic. llu t \vitbaut the fupport of religion, you will b,. .. 
hald this principle annihila,e., and"in it'a fl~ad, unbflUndttd licentiou{neis to attatk 
tb~ very vital. of the comI11011\Vealth. You will behold tllofe Jigltures, w l,i<:b 
fi)l)uld bind a free and "irtuous ft.ate, burft .fullder, the fprings of it'. a~lion, the 
r~'~ourcel of it's vigour dried U Jl and 10ft, your fellow· c'1Lizen. d~af to the voice uf 
liberty and patrio~ifm, drullk with luxury, debafe(l by corruption; )'OU will thttn 
behold, q\lickly to rucc~~d, that fatal ,'ataliroph,e wh;llcb hath 11itberto attend~d 
a~llrte ftalt's. You '\lill behold your beloved r~public to expi,e', ~;~11 ber expirinJ; 
Ylrtur. Profpttrc,ul and haf'PY rei ubllc, may the" God f·f }lelven Ind eartl1 l,rt!'rr,'e 
you from fo dreadful an evil' May that grtAci{'u~ :1nd eternal Pro,idenc:e, which 
hitherto bath condactt:d tbee, Rill be the (upre:olt' ttbJe-ct of thy rf'1rd~ tbe I,re .. 
ferver of tby lail h and moral., thy libe-rty and peace:f May thofe Iullerlhle nn~ 

. lion., ·who ha"" fallen the "il'1irl1' of thei'· (legen'!f;t ry _ may &btir trtmendoul 

. fate r.rye •• an cXI&mple, may th.ir JileDC cholJrh pierciul and p.,be'ic eJoquence 
relc), 
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the fouls of tby citiz,cns', excite and Rimulate th'em \Vil\) a becomiol zeal for tl1·tf 
true and only faith, Willl ardour for the caure ot virtue, Ind teacbiDI them 
to prefer public liberty and public good to ~,ery private confid~rllioD, ma, they 
he.ee efiabli'll, through all ages, a ,loriou. af,lum for Inankind. 

Let "s flOW, offer up our united prayers to the God whom we ferye, and implore 
hi. gracious fayour in forwarding tile work w. hive begun, aad ia pro.otiDI tbe 
wor'hip of fpirit and of eruth aillongft UI, 10 the praife aDd glory of hi. holy a ..... 

F I I 8. 
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N o T E s 
TO TIlE PRECEDING 

DISCO·URsn. 

NOT E (tI) 

( IT may not be improper l1ere to prefrnt the reade-r with I fho" aero.fta of 
a) the origin of ('onf~ffion8 of faitb amourn ProteRanu, aDd a1fo to lay before 

hian fume of the cOll'equellces \\'hich helve arifen froID tbem, 

The principle:» tlpon \vhich tbr ProteRant reformation from popery w •• under. 
takttn, condne'ird aJi I juftifird, were (utb as thele·.·.', Jefui Cbrift blth, by bia 
" glJtp~l called all I:~ en unto liberty, the glorious libttrty 01' tbe funlof Go.d, Itud 
" refior~d t hrrr. 10 t be privilegtt of working out their OWll f .. lvatio. by their own 
,- uncle.ftandingl and end~avollrs. For rhi. work of falvalion, fufficient iDealll are 
" afiordrd in the holy floripture., wilhonr having recourfe to tbe doarine. and 
" c;ommalld,nents of Inttn, faith and confcience b,wiug no dependttDl'e upon tb~·m, 
e, but ul")~~ thr j'=MI)ltlrf-S alol,e, \'Vhrrt-in all things needful for lp.rilDal liviDI aael 
" man'~ '"ul'b btt.l,b, .re IlleOliul1cd and tlJewed." 

Chrifi'al18 wrre thll' Jl'f£ at liberty to fearc.ll tIle fcripturel aDd Co build th.ir 
faith upon tbem alone; tIlt' "..igin6'1 Prot~fiant principle. maintaiaiDI in tbe fullt'ft 
maunrr t"'at right 01 private judgment whicb ria ure bad ,iv.n to ttvtry mall. 
But many, led away hv I.he prtjudices of ,h~ agr in which thry Iwecl, iDltead uf 
adbering to abe plaill func1.mental truth •• t Ibe loipel, (0011 ia¥ol,.d iL in .lltbe 

· obJc:arity 
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_-"".r ~:.k.&i tI~f\Clteal~1IP .ettaw"".r.:,.~ c:cr Itttll!mftfll'll .. r""IP"~rt ttl_ •• ~ 
.... , ................ nmtm ~ libf HI1Ilbak,. ttl! ~ A 1"-'mE 'C,"'}" d' 
-Wn.M "-" ~; frtt!t !if ... till'" fOllle ~1 m-hi.ch ~1e ICII!I1I.~ als .. I'd,,_ .at 
.IiJtH09IU 'riI~ , "Y'illtt 1l:My \ttI~re rtlhr ctfi!;lPr.m·f, ot· .. ~-sD at." «~(~ ~ cal !be 
deW",,!. ''1Ie d~~' \Wn,ic~b ciia~~n~jwlllst~ til~ ~fi:t'be~ ~nd r~:r;'Jl"i Prqrdill!ftl 

'c. .. wdtaI .ere· •• y.e& p£rl~tly f(tt1~d. TileJ' ~\'~ an1y ~a l'ar ~onr~ m11 ;-hce 
."rit~18 ~ l&me FI~.1e .-a, .... 'lYl1t~dl lsi. mt'ltlTm '\'eft' :t't ".it)('~t;, ~14 <J i'fGy.r.n; .or 
;1 ca1e4:111fm'. fM' 1'0IIU,.~ or t3ire&o.rj~s for miDltl~rs \,'jlb~in l'h'-'ir fe'\"e';~J .dtJl:rrt· 
.. aeltl. 11,.rd,« ,.erefore, ,'at the ,nufe tlf I'rotrltantifm, in il's :inf3llt ~ta·te, ' 
'~n~l1u DOt lal1 .oder tbe geaetal odilJrl1 ,,'bleh cer'ta'in {tali had juClly ;nculTed, 
tlt.at thotllbt. ne('eftaIY, .j. 'tbe 'matt public mwnner, to difavow 1ileir dottrinf~. F~ 
-tbi'pllrpofe,'ftj)1i.cit confeffions of faith and dn~'trint, w-ere ptJblifi.ed to tbe ,\lh.le 
~vor·ld, and urtb.rnticlted by formalattcllationt of the leading melnbers ot the 
.. efpective churcbel, That of the Proteftant IJrinces of Germany ret the flxa 111 pJ~, 
~\'11icb, as Slciden informs us in bis hi(lory of 1\1(1 refornlatio;l, \vas read in the 
11earingof the Elnperor Charles the \'tl1 in the diet held at AUfJburg in the year 
1530. Thi3 hiftr,rian Cays, " that tl1e EJ.ec"lor of Saxony, &c,. en~r~ated the Em · 
.' peror to hC~l'r tlleir confelIion of failh, that was arawn UJ> in \Vriling lie ()f

., dered it to be prodl1ced arid l~id do\\'n. Tiley :Jgain infi(led, and hecau{e, it 
•• was a Dlatler tlll1 concerned their rtputlltio1'l, the-ir JiwJ and j orttllJf J, and tIle 
41 falvation of thew fouls; and becaufe perhap~, lle IJad hctn f1Ji{inj'o, riled ii, the 
~I thing, they· delired it mi,ha be beard " T~is precedent, othtr P¥oltflant 
flatesa.nd churches followed on diflerent occafions; and thus, .cql1itt~d tllrnlfe)vts, 
at leaR: among all equitable judges, of the fcandal nf abetting the fchilD;latical ancl 
leditioul enlbllfia(ls, who about thac time infefted diJferent countries, under the 
pretence of promotiag reformation. 

There confeffionl, being laid before ttle pu\blic with thit form:llity, very fooft 
became of more importance than to ferve a prefrnt turn. They were {iJJemnly Cub
~cribed by the JeadinllDen of the feveral com munions on whole bellalf they w~re ex. 
hibi&ed, as doelrinel by which th'ey would live and die; aDd were con(equently '0 
be defended at aJI eYents. And, therefore, to fecure the reputation of uniformity 
'to all tucceeding ages, to root out difcord of opinion. and alto to guard .a mlicll al 

poffible Igainft I rela'pre into popery, an unft'igned aReot co the public confeifion, 
confirmell either by rubfcri}>tlon, or a foJemn oath. became in moO: of ,be Prote(tant 
-cburel.&e., an illdifpeD(able condition of qualifying their pa{lorl for the miniRry, Incl 
;n tULle or admitting their lay-members to cburch communion. See that extellent 
book fbI C onr'J!ion,l. 

Slick 
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!l1"lt \\\':8 lite ~ri em;;r," .f'"ftlr~ Of r .. itlh, .ft-n ~l:~~ rcfonn11lun '; ~~'t, 
Ca:c. lll~ , .. i.'eB .,lIktl W.r~~ ,. iri! i',·u,!UlJtaa., bI d e¥.ia~1fe ~",:rQ'U) d1e ffi;mp1~'c'rty 
eRr tt~al 1,w~,)IM:re aJm. .pm "~t'!:l ~bry 1at (!att, ~,lICll'() d\f"'C1I1~' fy!n-em3 of doclmes 
by "'!."t.';' ~ 'frU ~ut~ t.I~~ -l")'l,,'C'i~ meal~e ... J ~imcl.ticm w,llfdh 'L·lley 
J'l'rlC-rll:-d. 

, 

. In lhat c:~\8ft"'ht frmn whicb we la.-e d.,fCftlded, art,lc1ew \ftl'e pall1illX'd by'the 
King'. ,Iut'bor'ity 'ill the ,PaT '5~3.'l",btay llaa hecll .:rgt-ee-d 'Upon by ,I.e Bifll0P9 
~and otl~r 1~arltt'd 'Iud godly nl'Cn, in a t:o)\voration tltld tile l)receding re'ar, 'f to 
)root :OUl difcord of opini:ms, anal eftabljfh tile Igrument of ·trae re-liaian," as 
Biftmp Spa1Tow inforlnl I.U!'. But pre~,iuu. to tbel~ .articles, the r-e'form~rs bad 
ill 1531puhlifbed their j'1:(li'll.tiO'l rif " ,Cb,ijlian wzafl,dedicated to Henry 8tb; 
~and in I ~40 they again (!.~\V Ull a dtcJaratiotl of t'be Chri1lian d08rirre, for the 
.nettJia,y c"1.lditiol1 01 a C/;r~(lia71 fIla", ·(-Burnet's Hi(lory ·of the Reform.) findillg 
~ven in that (hurt inlet \"~l', that it was neceOary to rectify fevernl things in tl)ej.f 
iirft pyblicati()Il, \,·11ich tIler now dif('overed \V'ere plainly er.·oneOtls. In the )'ear 
)562, King Edw:\,od'. articles were revifed and altered, feme things added, oth·er. 

-taken a\\'3Y, and the nunlber reduc'1d to 39. 111 the "ear 1571, .tbey were agaia 
deliberately read, rcvi1ed 3'Dd cOllhroled. 

I ' 
Ont' great and laudable objeCt, among all thePreteRant churcl1es was to prev~nt 

·difcord of opinion. and eftablifl1 thr agreenl~nt of 'true religion. But what were 
the confcquencel of t'le means adopted for that purpore? 'Vil1 not ecclefiafiical 
hillorr inform us, that aOlmofitiea Ind hatred were foon .produced amongfl 'he 
ProteRantl tllemfr)ves, no lefs violent, than wl1at exiRed between Prote(tants and 
papia.? '1 he leaR deviation from the received !land.,d of faith was herth; and 
heretic., it was though t defervecl the fevenft pllnilllment. Nay, iL was pruyed, 
DO doubt to the fatisfattion of many at that time, by the moft pitiful fophifm, that 
the rigbt of punifiling ber~lics belonged only to P.'oteft:ants If any une would 
find how faithfully th;1 doltrine was obferved io Switzerland, HollalJd, Great 
Britain, and even North Ameri~a, he may confill' Cbaodler'i bifiory of perfc(;u. . , 

tlonl. 

Nor WIS it on1y from tbe Ylolent anlmofiliea thus excited amon,la ~roteftants, that 
their cluie greatly fuffered. In "aindid the Belgic and GallicaD churcbes attempt, 
in 1581 , to harmonize the coaffffionl of no lets tban eleven Proreitant cb'urcbel, ill 
order to prove their unanimity In all principal do€trine. and alt\. to compore tbe 
dilfereaces and Illimofitiea which prevailed, Tile want of unity f\ ill expofed the 

Pro&eftaDt 
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Pr(}·~n·rll1t cattJe to dangerous att~l'k~ from the rORlmon f:!ntmy. The djfFert:~~r 
and i\:li,·\ .... otilit'~ wb;cll I>revailed \vere nut in tbt.- le,,'t COlllpofrd. No,' was ~l\1 
etteL<"ill:t·l nlethod of reprlling thole attacks adol)tt~, unt'~llhe inlmor'tal Chilli"ge 
'vorth~ <ltfc'aiLlling the defence of tht' l.)roteltant r~li&iun., as it lay in fyRen)s a.,/.j 
conft'HinllS, appealed to the Bihle. To be e()u ,Ily ft:,cceraful in banlfhing diflerellt rl 

and 3ni!1101itif's 3lnongfi: Prote'l~nts ... he}, lnun revt.!rt tn their original plal1J aLan" 
dOD I heir ,'ain iy {tem. and: confe~liu"s, and rna ke tlle Janle joienln al'peal. 

But it is not tIle cau'e of Proteflantifnl alone \vllich has rnfFer~d by conrellion! .. 
The Chriflian religion it'elf has futfered hy lllCI". To this truth, the writill~' 
of llo\ing,b"oke, Tindal, CoJlin!t, Chubb, HU111t', &c. ~vjJl too tuup" brar "jeDt!i. 
Nor is it to be \vondered at, Cor Chrtllilility as it apltears in the 6riginal cod" .~ an 
ingeniQus \vriter obferve., is \~ideJy different froID anv /J.'4man ,o";ptnd ttf it, ',r 
froln the 1JeW edition, ,,'ith (ol,.,tliollS alld atnfl1d,ne,'lll a. j~l lurth ill r'~l~dl. 
and articles. 

But, befid~s th .. re confrqul'nces a1ready m~nti('nfld, wr mutt not omit the tn
('ouragt'inent W'lil'h .fuhfcr'ption to article! ha~ gi\'en tn grols h~ pnerif)" to thut 
fbameful pr~v.ric·ationJ ,·vbich is incor.{iUcnt with e\'t'ry Jlrinc';ple of tl uth and in. 
tegrity. TlJiCl is an evil \\'hich n13n), of the abltfi:t 4-Jlld hefl divi.,t-~ ot the J4:ngliftl 
church {lave long lanleliled. In vai-l} (to {aille allernpt to jufiity the praClict of 
fiJbtcribing to doctflll~1 nut helie\'ed, by \vhat is railed a lalilud, of cflnttruction. 
COlnmon lenle, and C01l11110n hoot-Hy \vill Hin cOrJd~ml1 th. P' atticr, aa DO& only 
Olameful to 1110(e who fltould be p:lttflrns ,.f an nncorrup,.-d faL 11, btlt as J)rejl~. 
dicial to, nay 'ubverfivea of fociety. l~j{hoJl B'lfl.et \val (f'flainJy rigb_, \"rolleR he 
t1~,!arel, iu what he confiders as a kind of d;ing jJ>r~cll, ,. that the requiriul fub. 
fcriptio, 1«) the 39 artirlfl is a great impu/it;on ;~I 'thr arratt-R part, lay. I1t, fub. 
f,'ribe VJithout ev~r e"anliuin~ • .l,e-In, :J •• d uth(.'t s 10 It, "t:Cllltlt 'hey ,null do ii, 
though tIle}, can hardly fati! l~' tlJeir t'onjr. iC11:7CS, :lbOt1l t~Jlue things i'n then) " 'l'his 
will e\:cr be the (tafe \v)ltre' allent to lheo1ngical j ),(1.,..:11. i. requ~red, fo long at the 
ouri fiJCrd fam~J, or tile jJdl Villg ir!quifition llla..!) con.inu&- to iuftlJence Lbe con. 
duct: or mtn. 

It is true that. m31lY ('ircumfiances tend to letfen til. renJurr, tn Wl1ich the ve
nerable rcforillers may feem liahle, fur intrudncir~. aud tl' U~ .. ntailill,. upl)n Il.fit 
pofierity ~ conteUJuns of 'aith abCiundinv, will) minute poin'. uf (,11Qiaflic theal'"),, 
and WilleI) ba\'c been 1)IOduttl~C of 10 'llilly evtl con,e'luen(;c.. 'l he, coulll n'ol, 

pcrlAlp~ 
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~l't,hap. 10 ttle inr.,ncy or II., rtrorl\,,,tton too fll'cr.nnuny c;.f"'l.im tIle ~~t1'f""1\n. 
(ipcs nf C'~rtlin r,.~t,., or 100 care'ull,Y pre\'f'" ft rrl:.pfe inln poperYJ nor \\'('I'e Illr)' 
(U{fic'iflltly libera.cad front prrjndiC'e. i'~lbil~c.'d in t he'r early )""18, t(, difen\'cr the ' 
il1l1t'lity, .1 wcll al '~Jt1fUce of luenll11h1g to comllcl men LO be of ol~e opinion in 
nl:tft'-' af In abftrure and fpeculallve' l1ature 1'he principle. of 1'bert)' wtrr, 
at tllat tinlf, c01111)arltivel), but lillIe underOood; crilicil le.r'lln~ WI. It a lo\v 
.bb; knowledge of the lenl1;ne fen', Clf fcrlpll'" WI. rlr Ibort of ,Ilat w"lcl1 dlflin. 
luiOlrl tIle prefent ale. ~Jen who hid 10 long ric In darkner., al1d in 'he O)udo\v 
of dtath, could nc)t at onte, tranlport tben)CcI\'e. Illto tlle regions 01 tluli •• I1d 

light' If anyone wililel to., 111'1' • prOftr, ,hat fuell '''I' th'e fia-ce of Ccriptural 
knowledge at tbi. tinle, lle ml)' confule Arc:Ilbllll0P Cranmer'. ''''''/Jiftn, a '11110 
who llad I prlnripal 'land in fonduA'n.g the reformation In Enal.and, and \vbo 
WIS p"reall, dillinguiOle(1 for ),ialcarnlng and iudglnenc 'V. lilly .lfo turn to the 
fl.-a edition of thr En&lillJ licurg)', I 5~8, \\'llere "'e lb.ll find tbe old lxo,.,ifillg 
form ill the office of baptiflll 'ttill retained Ridiculo\11 and abfurd .1 it DOW Ip· 

J,elr. tQ UI, it IPI)eared (ar othcr\\'lfe in &110fe ell)," A. it may be 'oole &ra&lfi,' •• 
lion to lbe nad.r to hive a perufal ul II, ] hive IJfr~ 'ubjol •• d Ie. ' 

" fl)tn I" II" Pri,fllooklng ',pon ")1 ehild,t", 1"1. I ,·.m.lntl tl1.f, unrltan 
fpirit, in the name of tile Father, of the SOil, Ind o'r tbe Hoi)' GboR) lilaC thad 
tOn1C out and depart from ,here infant., whoall our Lord Jerul ChrlA: 11111, wou,h. ' 
fafed to call to hi. holy baptirm, to I" made Ille.ber. of bl. body, Illd or Ill, 1.0)1 ',I 

C'onare&ltion. Tberefore, tbou eurfed "fpil'it, rememb,r til), 'ent.Dc", rememhtr ' 
thy judgmeDt, remember the day &0 be at hand, "Ilerein thou fI,al" Larll in fire 
everl.diDI prepared for thee and tby Inltll. Alld pretume not b"rr.tter co r,.ea'. 
eire tby cyrlno)' toward, tber.ln(.n", wboln Cllrifl bUlb boult.a' "'Ilb IJI'I,recioul , 
blood, and by bi. holy baplifm c:alletb '0 be of Ili. ftoC'k." , 

Now Irlntlns tblt tber. clrcamOln('f" jill mentioned, ma, lpoloaizt rllr the, 
introduClion of theoloa1"11 f)'Rema by ,'h. re'ormerl, and for their dtfttlion from! 
chelr orllia.' principle., ,et I would alk, wbitl1 of ,h"m 'I. Co Ippli,'.ble te the )'ro
teOaUl. of America .1 to junify I fontlnuanctt or thote. or fim'l.r r~flen"? Ha".' 
we to fear Ihac In ElI1.peror 1110uld be fI'ifin!O,.mld of our 1',1",;,1,/, or are our II\,e., ; 
our (orlun." or OUI repu&.&lon at Rak. I 'bl.-e ,,'e Impioul and jeditiGul (e~I.IIl'. 10 I 
dlf.yow, h.ve we to fe.r a re1.ple Into popery 1 or hll the 1\~ilfJllt of lrlrllln~ juR: I 
begun &0 extend I,(,I( to ,bit 11.mifphere' Are &h. I,ri,\tlpl •• of libetty no b,Ilfr 
IJDderRood than chey wer, early bl the 16&11 centur),; or I. tbe Alr~ of relip"lolll 
knowleda' &b. (am. WILh III, I. ia Ih. ,iDle of che I'eform,r'l Have "llofe I!r~at! 
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til :tilers (Ir rearon, LfH: ke, n :nd Iy, Batler, CI.\rkt', I~a w, Lutl/llcr J and many 
C\t hers, in \'ain attel11ptcd to expand the hU&l13n mind; or l'las tile pr()grel~ of phi
lur);,by in t'\'C: Y rrl'enc.'e bee;) to us, fruitle(j and inett'e\,.'t ual? 0,· have not re"lUll 
an·d experit'nre }'el tal1~11t us the VJnilY as \vell as the d.lngerous conlequences ot" 
at~(,:ilpting to rt uu,'e opinions \vitbin the narro\v l/imits IQf a tlleologi<:al i)'(l~nl? If 
none of tllefe pleas, or CirtUD1(\aDce8 be applicable to UH, if ,be callies which pro-

,UUCC\J lhole fyfienl' b~ renloyed, why fllould the effect (lill cOlltinue? Or f}~cl)l 
it happen in this c.f~, aa in a thollfand other infllnees' in hUlnall atrlirt, that 
particular in(\itutions ar,e continued, tllrougll the efte(t of prtiudice derived 
fro", c,,(\om, long after tbe clutes which produced thenl, ceaie 10 OperJIC, or 
e'ten, long afler'exprrien,'e, if attended IO~ would llave provt'd them tu be not 
ol1ly urelefi, but highly i~;uriou.. Let tiS lament their continu:tnce in thote (oun
'ri~s, where rl'lip.ion has beconl~ an engine in the hInd. of the' rulers of ,he dal"/t. 
nl!1 c{lhiJ "(Jol'/d; but let it not be faiJ, that, at the clore of the .Slb century, 

\ the Protellant l-:pif('op:ll chur('Il in Anl~r!Ca Volupl4lrlly I)r~ferr~d a yokr of bond. 
I age co ahat li,~'''ly wheretuilh CI)rifl hal madt t.1 I"tt. LeI us ralher, \Vilh grati

tude, avail our(f!ves of the glorious oPf>'ll'Iunhy/ which is now offend of vil1dicat. 
ing 'he fac:red, the unalielllhie lights of conr,,!tl'~ce and privile judgmrll1, Iud of 
dlibliihiog the worlll,ip of God in fj)irit and in trrtb. 

I 

i 

I 
·N 0 T E (8) 

: (6) The ob('~rvatiolls of an ahle writer upon Jhe ru"je~t of Ar'adet, mttde pub-
Jjc by t1le ienln:ed and Re'-rfrt1d 8. Dawion, appear well worlby of our a"enlion, 

\ parliculal·ly the la', here Dlelllioned. 

I It is ne"t to impoffible, fays he, (or any body of fHD, however tearard, dilDfo 
I fled or diflin~)uifhed. to draw up furh a fet of article. of religion to be tubCcribe.l 
by the ('Ierg)', (I add, and lly the veRry of eat;h parifh) II will give lelteral aad 
Jull content, and to whith eyrry thoughtful, judiciou. and confrienljoul clerl)'aaan 
(or veRry man) having carefully examin~d and <ionfidered them liD ffad 11 .atnC 
and frf'ely fubfrribe; lbtreby in ~ffrlt decllring, tbat ,hore .rticle. do precifrly 
aaxprtfi bi, own (enriments upnu the fever.1 VOi~lt. tber~in concluded, aad &Ii., be 
b,aieve. lb., exprefs tbe vtry fenfe of fcripture'OD ruch bead •• 

I 

The re.Cona al'~ ('vident. I 

,1. Tbe compiler. Ire b .. , me'D, frail and fallible, like .,ber • .r their f.llow beilll" 
2. Tbey 

1 
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2. Tb{·y "'()t~lrr.o!~l.,· :t('(e(i~ to the \\'ork \vIth tl1('ir ; r(~jttllic(~ al,ont tllf'" ; their 
rtt'.couct'jJt;ur~~. 111 fa\'uur of lh!", "r that p(~rlicular ttr;(~f. (~r tyUell); to \vl~i( 11 Il~f'J: 
J. . \ e b,.. (' .. f il r f (II net i "1 e ,I e '·0'1,.) d ~ \ \' e h 3 \' e a H r c u ! ~ ill i; a n (: e () f t hi a ill 'h e a (; .. .. 
'.·1 .~l (d t h" Ir~fh ~rti('1~5, dra\\'n UI) ill I b IS, hy a 110 l(,fs able and fllltncnt di\'ine 
')I;!U lhe l"O{\ l~J.~ncd 311d \'cneralJle Ufl1er, tb~ gl'Jr}l e)l 111al llJurcl'), aud of 11 e· 
\\'I~ole republic uf letters lie llad in)bibed ("ar1y l)reJtlJil'CS 111 favour of ()nlC cf 
tile nalru\v trn?'~ of the gre,lL Ilucior of Cene\'a, and ac(ordil1~)y t(}(:kttt libcll), 
to incOrpOr.ltr HalO the Ludy oJ thoie ~1·Li(:les, tile "ine dfl'reeS of Ln"Jiel/) J ,,'lli(i. 
gave jufl ulltl1(e to nlan), learued and judie.ou! nlell of Inore eul·arged 111Ulcia. 

3 \\?ben the nUt11CrOUS Dlemberl of a c.'onvocation (or C012VC."lioll) Inert to draw 
UI) arljt·let', are tajey all of the faille nlind with regard to thtt feveral points 10 be 
dt·terll1ined by thenl? Do r.lley dittuls tllofe que{\iuns over and over, pro ,1od .con, 
before they come (II they conlr at laft) tt) a fillal '·Ollclufion? And is it not lvo "·ell 
kno'l'n, ho\v lllufiliparty and fl~tion generally operate in lhoJe AffeDlhliel, IJld 

the I)re,-ailing jnftll~nle of 311tllolilY aud intereft in the event, determines all? 
'rbol1gh many ot the mfflnbers may flill at the bottom remain d,iIentientl, .aDd 
could will), t113t Dlalters ((OlllC l!arlicularl al leaR) had heeD ordc·red otberwilet 

4. If the convocation (or &ont'tnlion) can l'e fuppofed to be thua divided in 
the~r f~ntimt"t. brfore tlley com~ to a (onrlufion about thein, can it be Cuppofrd. 
that tile relt 0: the ('I-;rgy (and ltlymenj '0 ,on,Jlld~d in their ah/encI, would not, 
if tlley h:.d hee ••• flelnbled in the lame convocation (or convenlion) Qf (\\ hi, 11 i. 
l1lor~ fealiblrj ill any IplJer departmttnts or c)aRes within thtir refpt8i"e .-!lfil·id., 
!lave a)'o bad ")1;, diffet"tI1l/e'll;mentl up"n thore t<'J)ic., during lhe debates 
about thrm in ,bore aRetoblies? How tben it will he ajkrd hy fom., can it be 
w~11 fi.ppofrd, that fo l.-rJle a body of m,.u as (the EpijeopaJians of ,he Thi, le~n 
Un,'ed Slates, .r of any o,~t fiatt) fhould all at once become fo unlnimou. in 
their opInions and ,·"nlelfions tnurhing a great l1u.nber of arliclea, a. readil-' to 
aRent co e~ery o.·e of them, and to teft.fy thac aRent by lelting tlleir b~nd to, bem ? 
And fet Come:- ot thefe articles are fup'poJed by m·allY learned mfn, to be abflrufe 
Clluu&h, and Rill elilputable. . 

5- I, ma, perhaps be fomewhat qu.a;oned, and not witllout rearon, 'lUh"h" er 
bow t.r 'be .Ulhoril1. o( aD1 PrOlc'taDt church or ,bur(bcl may c~'eDd Lo ""}''';o, 

arli,l •• 
D 

. . .. 



"ret"lrt, or tn d,.-".l, eontr~"r.et, "l",u, 'nnt"~" nr (4If'~? .If \"hcclJtf ~'ron :t,. 
I \"h"Jtt, 'uri, .1lJt!lori,y 'n~y .,,)t i,,'II, be 116fJ"~I.". "1 "tl,taCt flt't'~III" f"'I'l't'rcl, .,' 
lM,rtfttr f~m&!.~\'ltat iCU) neArly tlIXl" &t.~1 'Jturl,.1cif~'J or t/(III111I;O" f)y,r Iht' _'llil/) 'I,d 
"lJtigioUI liberly ot our t·cllo,v Chri,ti"",. ·' .... hil·l' .h&.~ ,4J'f~ll/fl, ,',(~uJ~h d/~jl'u'l)' i,l-
"i,td, abj'Jlulely dijel"l,t"d, ftfld Uti" Lo,.d 11~111f,," /'0, '~4lJl ,,'10 (.\",.c,'" \,'t b~illg 
all brrlhren to eRL'h .)t,l.:zer, In,II"llo\v t~ryallts under hlnl the fUI-""111(l rul" af I,;s 
Chll,(h, lad the fole !ou'ldtr 0.( 011'- Initl: (Iud ,'elig;tJ,.:" 'It is f .• rthC'r 10 b, r-'n1. 
fidcred, chal, I. in matc~r. offai,'), no man ('30' 113ve • . /11/'.//1111/1 or rtprffcl1/~1t;'t't, 
it is abtilrd to {hppofr, alle melnb.!r. of a C'lnvtntioll ",auld have any "ight, or de • 
. ),ega,,/' QUlhorily .U) interfere in wille (anCelllS 'Ii,h, 

--, ----~~~--~ __ 1 ____ ......... •. I---.. ~--------~~~·~ , 
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. (e) Perhap" inftead ur prffcrlbinl cerelin artltillt II rule. nr (aMh, and .1 fte· 
.~ . c.Rary to be affeDted to by every minift.r. one or et1,.r of I he f()llowini form. of 

fubfcripaol1. which I h."e alfu laken from the v.Juab1!', work I.R referred to, "'Guld 
be much ler. exceptionable,. and more worth.,. of • Ch,'iRi.n chua·th. 1 fubolit 
them 10 ferioll' aad imparlilleoaflderitiou, 

'I' "I do ber. proterl and declare my Gncere ancl firm bellef in one God. the 
-Creator, Pref.ry,r, lad Go,eroour of the world t J~nd in Jetll' CllrA'l ,he Sou of 
God and SavioJlr of the world I And in the Holy lipari' of God and of Chrlft, I. 
defcribcd In the fcripi ur.1, I beJie.~ lhe divine lut!bority of cbe fe';P'""'/, .1 Ie-
·.eraUy r.eceiwecl ambn,ft llarlai.n., and ,"elr ( •• 'Heitne), fer til,'ation throuMtb 
laj,b iu Cbrift, I beljeve tbe Decemty of. ,odl)'fl rl,hLcoUI, and (ober life, Ind 
it'. acceptableneu Wllb God. to Calv.cioD throug'b biaD. I believe .11 thinl' r.
ewelled in lbe ferlpau, •• for th.l ead; the mecUation of CbriR. 'be .id. of h,l. 
(piric, abe ,.C.rr.Bion of' .. be dead, 'he ,'Der.)1 ,.dgment. and Ibe future Ra,e 
ofr.ward. and panifhmeatl I renOIlDce all au,b"ncy la maller. at '.itb, befide 
that ot ,br .It,lplur'/I and do promife tblt I will clrefully Rud)' abote Jtr;p,"'·'" 
aael ,bat J will celeb,. preacb n. olber dCM!trlne c ... doarine. II IIIreOI.., to f.I ••• 
tlon, but wilit II. and fball be perCalded to be alrnable ro lb. /'Ir;I,"',I, Inel 

,;eo _",.ii tIM era •• 'aDlol.ad cleBaD tbereot." A. B. 
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c\ r dc.:l:tre nt)/fi·l~· .1 el" i/1r.,'1, antra r,-,eud tD tIle Protefi:.ll1t F.pi"·ollaJ (,hutcb. 
I h\o,l't'YC: und a(lel" I hat tl\e hot), t~I'iIJI\ll·r. nf the Old And ~ew 'r&:RaDlent ('on
'ai" lht' \vhule \\'ill of (jod, r(~lilting tu tile '~lva',on ot man, &11"ougl1 Chrlll Jeful; 
lu,1 \\''11 make thoCr !(,irJtu1'1 the rule ."d fUl1llfla,ion ~f 'Rly i\l(truClionl .ild ~:, . 
llurclIUI,ns to thore \\' ho fl,all be ('omnlitted to III)' D11"ifteri~1 Cllil-le. Nor, will I ' 
teach Illy olllfr "(J~trine. ,~icher h, pabNc or In private, bal will' I am .nd 01.11 
be per1t&adcd '0 be Lbe will a,~d dc\.Clrine of Gud &berein coa&ajor,d, A. B. 

• • 

NOT E (J») 

The only obieltlon of In)' w,labt, which i. ueuaU>, made to In abolltloD of artl. 
cles of faith, or to a releafe of clergymen and veftr)"meD from fllbrcr'ptlon,. &Ilelll 
I., th~tlh~ cburcll would Win, ("ffiejenc recurlt)' of tbe o,'h.~o:r, of ber mlBlfter., 
or ",nrymfn, But or,hQrdoxy, .1 h •• been well otlC.f •• d, we.ppreheDd. i •• 
ternl. which, in 'be mouth of • ProteR.anc, OloQld only meaD, aD .• """"", I,. 
opinion with ,h, ft";pI,,res, And for I proof of fuch orthodox)', •• to mtaifter" 
fufficieni pro~I{j()11 leems to be matle in the r.eond queRion pUI b7 ,be BiB10p to 
every candidate fc,r priflis orcltr., at tb. time of ordinalloa. QueRieD.'" A.re 
you perfulded abll th. holy fcriplurel cODlaln fufficicntly all tbe dot,\riDel required 
of n~('.8it)' tor elernlll,lvllion th.r()ugh faith io Jeful Chrift? ADd are ),011 dete,. 
J7;lineci. OU' ot tbe fame ttriplurel, 10 iDftrua the people committed to ),our cbar,_, 
~jnd Ie, teach nothinll •• required of necemcy to ea.er •• ) '.I •• Lion, buc tbat wbleh 
you fh .. ll be perlu4tded ma, be concluded and proyed by ,be fcrlptare? 

Aaf"er. lana fo perfuaded{. Ind have fo determined by God'.,r., •• 

" 1'1 rome man.rclipt notes by the le.rntd Dr. Clarke OR tbe liturlY, &t.mll. 
tuled ,. Amendment. hunlbJy propofed to tbe confideration 01 tbote io IUlborit7,". 
I copy of which WI' IJreffDted to tbe Britifh mufuelD, the foUowlnl query II put 
at tbe held 01 thr 39 .rtitle •• ," Woul(~ it not be oj r.rvlce to leliaion, if' all cJer,,
.ID, in'lel" et fubr~rlblDI to ahe 39 arliele., were required '0 fllbJcribc oal1 to 

'be 



I 
\ 

\ 

\ 

,( ~8 ) 

the ma tttrt ront"lnf,lln tilt qften ,.ons put. by t~e BUbnp (in the oflltt (or ordaining 
,Iif'la) If' e\"r~ l'trfUll to be ordained F'r,e't r ' 

'Vilb r~tl,e~'t 10 venr)llnen tbe followltng (ub(cril)tion i. humblv prorored. 

If I d~ bereh), declare In,relf 10 be I Chritlian J and t1romife to .flill, preC(tr"'e 
and maintain 'he Proletlun& EpilcoPdl cb,tlrch in ah,s (tartt, (or the united Prolt'tl . 
.ant Epilcopal church in ~~l·,ll A 'r'e,-i( a) to fa.' al is confiflf!nt "'ill, Ch"iilian 
ehuiL)" makiol tbe (c:riplurel, iD aU 'bings 'he rule or my fahh and conduct" 

A. B, 

NOT E (E) 

fl) It may be _,reeable to the readttr, to be prefented 11ere with the lenti
m.nC. of a few &reat and \vllrtby divilJe •• 

No one cln have a failh of hi. own, who mak •• not ore ot l1i5o'lvn jlltlgmtnl, in 
fixing hi' mind to wh:,t God calls spon him to believe, as necetfary lu a (:brillian. 
Witbout tbis, he will be ft, far from contendin, for 'he faith onc'e delivrrrd 10 the 
Sain'l, that be cannot ino'ltJ fo ,nuch al 'tV/Ja' thaI faith ;1, nor can have any faitb 
at .11 to contend (Gr. In order to lind out the faith once delivered, we mull all 
endeavoar, to the ,,'moR of Ollr power, to find out ,b~ true renfe 01 lbol~ pairagr.., 
in wblch Iny tbing i. declared necca.r)' to be belittved in ord~r to uur ialvltioll; 
and to t.hi. parpore, mu(l make ure of ou, awn underjlandinls. and form the belt 
jlldlment we ollrielves can. Bi'hop Ho~dley'. dilcourle on Jude 3- . 

" AI 'WI enjoy the "tIffing 01 LI Bt:RTY in tbat p',fenlon, whicllhas h"en un· 
~"Q1Un to former age., and IS fo 'till to llloft otb,r naiioul i let UI hr diligent 'n 
a~i'l' it to (ootl purpo!lJ for which it is fo Jih"atty inoulged to U'; and reuder oura 
•• mach fLiperiar co Ibore D.,ionl that are ),el deprived ot it, .1 11Ioflother cuuntries 
are ob'erved to b,y. b~en in the like circurn(lancel. LeI UI c.neu, w;lh this au-
fpicioul CfJurr, of Pro1JidlnCI, and each cOlltribute our elJde.~nurl lowards carrying 
>~D C"&i proareC. (of reli,ioo) by eVlry ierious. fair and [reI inquiry; free IIO~ unly 

frum 
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fr~", at! Qutw1rJ "itJleoce and cllnlt)l1r. l,nt aIr" fio", :211 i~":":1:'41 u!'te~/:,er;, fA·ratl, 
and lla.tfc"d: le3r'ling Ie) l)Car ,vitil ODe an{,ttJcr's Illifiakrs, Rrld J.boulin~ as \\'e~t 
10 rtforan ll,~ er.or. arour brethren in love, 31 to "rOIHOlt- and confirlll ltlf:ir kn(~\v. 

I 1~,J~e of tIle tru.l); nol /fJ}- :,~at in either caf~J 'U"e /lllve do,ninioll over th{ir faitb, 
"lit t1I oeitzo·lle/pers of zlJcir JOY. Aria tbus fllall t(;iigioll b~ at. length 1'J..f./e,.ed to 
partllke 11/; ~entfil of tbolt imp,·o'Vt",u-tJ wbieb t'L'e'lIIJmg hefidtJ tUjfJ}s." lllHwp 
La WI CCJllfid ~ 01'1 tlie Tlleoa·y oj Religion. 

" \\' e cannot, if we would, conf()rm our f:.itl1 to the dic13t~S of "nother, and 
btlie\'e juft as l,e believes, and beraufe he belie\'es fo: Nor (:an it ever be polfit'ly 
la\vful. UpOl1 any aC(otlnt, to C'ompJy with, o~ agree to any tIling In religion lllat 
is contrary to our JUdgll1t'nt, and the inw,ard perfnalion of our Dlinds; tiJ profefs 
f,)r truth, wllat we bel.e,·e to be a wlong faitb, or 'fetlle doCtrine; and 10 worOlip 
God afl ~r an.y otb~r Dlanner, chan that which we conceive to be mofi ag,reeabJe t·o 
ahe di~'in~ will~ In thrle matters we c~n neither gi\lr, nor can another ufurp any 
authority over our confcifll"~S; nor can \ve }14,,"I;1 ,/Jem to any otller rulel, but God, 
and DIll' DW'l ","fon. Dr. Ibbbl'S fernlOlJ betore the Lord MI),or • 

• , Ar •. er P"O'Vi11g and txam;ning all thing!, "'e cUgllt to hold (all: that \vhich \ve 
find to be good and true; neither blindly lobmilling onl' judgment to buman all
thoril Y, (.or n •• king our O1.'Jn OpilliQll the /la"da,.d of tbat of other men. In fiott, 
\ve fhould ea,·neRly contend for IIJII' faith, and fornl of round do~trine, \vhi,h 
WIS one, fDr .It delivered to the ftrjl Chriftians, and endeavour 10 p,e/er'IJt it in 
jt's lI"tit,~, purity and /lmp/frily; by diftingui(hing the glnl~i"e ,!odrine ot Chrift 
al~d hi. Apoflles. (,om tbe ,raditionary InJa'gtmentl, wilh which, in every age, it 

111. nlore or lef' bt-en 'logged and 6J,ruIItl." Dr. SLevenf.o'. krmoo at ,be .8ifbop of 
H~reford'. vifj,."ion. 

The reader will doubtlel. be I,Jeafed with the followiog extraCt from a fermon 
of th.t Iramed divine and l)bilopber Bilhop LOWlh. 

" Wr onght to prODlote and to encourage the advane~mttnt orrelig;oal know
lr~e;e, a"d tbr 0111y ll'eanl by ",l'lt h it ran be .dvall('ed I fllttlO'" 1)/ inq";'" 
Ch fiR ian'" b ••• 1 ,\, ay. ftour;Jh~~ or de'IJ)'ed tog" I her ",ith Itar1Ji"g and Ii· ." ,,': it 

\\,.11 ttVt l 

•• ltal,d or 'all witb tb •• D. 'Ir, i. therefore ut thr 141"'11/1 ;mI'OrI80r.e to rbe 
cauie of I,'", ,,1;,;0", ta.t i~ t,.: /U6"lill((4 to all ol,n ""-' ;lnpal.,ul. ,xtlm;n,ti(;n; 
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,hll C\ l'ry '1~·!11iifil;()'J conrc·tninr; it he allo\'Vf(l it'8 nett cOllrfe; tl1 .. ~t evrn rh~ 
I, lU,";("" uf ;t':t c'lleluie~ fLouicl h:lve itt~ fuJI ic'orC'. an(I fry it'~s utm(;(l nr('u~\lh c.Jf ar. 

~~:inl',!nt agf\inll it. \V hat h"s l~e"n th~ c .. )n'tqu~tu:e of all that licentious «Ultra
cI~~! :Ui1, \vith \vhich the Jln'j)cl h:\9 been rC,'t i\'~d' in there our limes, aud ill thi" 
!la''',.l? 1··1 \;; it nul Ai\'ell birlll to Ctletl irrelrlg,lble lllO)ogie-s and convincing IlluRra. 
,iOliS uf our 1110ft: holy religion, liS no C)th~r agt' or nat'ion eyer pr()(luced ? I~et no 
nne 11~htly entel'l~1I tulj)iciolls of any ftriaD' propofal for the .d~an('enjent ot re. 
lig:ou:; kno\'vlcdge, nor Olt' of unre~lronable I,rejudice endeavour to o6fl,.uO any, 
illtj!llry tbat prof~(fel to a:m at the farther illullration of that great fcheme of the 
gofpel in gene,·.I, or '/1,' 1. t1110vat 0.1 Irro,', in any p3rr, in faith, in doBrin" iI" 
prot/"", or in 'Wor(hip. An opinion is nnl therrfure lalle beea·are it contradict., 
rec,ived nutions: Hilt whltber true or faile, lei jl be fubrnitled 10'. fair examina
,in,,: Truth mua in the end be a Kliner by it, and appear Wilb the .(lreller evidel1cr. 
,Wher. ""dom of in~u;,·y is anMntained .·od exercifed under the diretlion of tIle 
fiDeere word of God, talJhood may l,erlaapl triuDlph for a day, b'lt to morrow 
trath will certain1y prevail, and every fllcct-rding day will confirm her fuprriority. 
By 'he bleffinA of God upon the fl'tc t"~'(erc;ft oj·,.ea./Gn aDd "'iva" .;uJgmenl, tlle 
labotlr, of the learned have been greall>' 'utcet.ful in proD10Lin& relj~10ul kIlO\\,
ledge." Vifita&ion fermon at Durbatn. 

See alfo a late ditcoarre before the Geoeral CODvcaaioa, by the Reverend DoClnr 
Smith, pagel 3 sand 36 I 

I will add only one fxtral't "mor~. It lball not be taken from tbe production of 
w' profelled divine, hal from thtt works of one wllofe authorit, will lIot be cODfade'rl'd 
if.feriour to &111' of ID)' other- The g111l1 and excel/tnt Dr Hartley (a. one of tile' 
fira p!liloropher. af ,be age aylel him,) in hi. o6jit'Ual;ons on 'Rdn. Prop. 76(11. 
(peaking of ,be rule .f faith, ebtttrvel, "Tbat it 'e~ID' ~n'irely ule1er. 10 all gO,od 
purpofel" to the proDJotlon of piety.and beD,volen(ta, in ,be prefeDe aale .r ,bini' 
to fornl 811y,creed., articl,. or "R.ms of 'Iilb, and 10 require an .atent t~ Ihrfe 
hI wOI'd. or writiDg" Why fJlOUld future inquirin be con6D~d? How can be 
(the ("bfc'iber) inquir, hO"'Jlly if 'hey beP Huw can a perfoD be properly quali. 
fied 10 ('ud), the wo,ed of God, and to r~arcb out ia'. meanin" who finde himlelr 
prevloufly co.fined to Interpret It in a particular manller' I'f Ih. Jullj,[I ",""" 
ot the artltle b. of grlal importance 10 be ",ul,,,pootJ and .1;",,11, onf ",a, ,,.,. 
fUmI, that II II plain, and Deed. no .r.II,/, J if of Im'l~ impor&uce, wby ibouJd 

it 
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it llt' mA"~ ~ t/..i1. nI· i",r,JJ'~lt 111':';-IJ? If it !'~f' ~ /!,:'P.,·IIII, a,~/}"llle t,,·!nt. no cne 
Ill"'" 1'.11111 11.£. 4t-lthol iI,' IIJ &Ha"C! an .3,. itle c:nl)(·~tJ~u~g it, 'lie are ~Jl brelhr~ll; 
,aJ"'~ i. 114) f~'h'!,. "f' In~Jftcr .'''It'n,,!R tIt; "'C are h~!pe .. s tlf, 1I0t lords ()\'er~ flael. 
(}t"~l"~ f .iLl) If",,, ;lJdg~ ','om (t!1)t:'r brallc\~(,'3 of t~:'''I:in~. ~b naturnl JlhfIClt~l'li}', 
()r ,)h}'h~, we Illall liltre find, th~,r the I,urr· c'lJidc1.1f.l' of the IIJi".gs 1/;':'ll/cittJ.-tJ is 
{uflj~ tent 10 u"£rCOD.le III OPIJofjli()21, alrer a due &i .. ne"t 

In another p13~, 11C fays -. J.ltt us fill'pafe tlle l'~r'(Jn rttlu;r-~d to nfient .. or (vb. 
{crllltt t tC') be a ,eeal earneU hrlicver. It call tcar('e be tuppoled, lbat iucb a l>erfon 
Jll0nlJ anent '0 any fet of articles, {o a& bon~t1ly to allirn1, .. l)., he V\'ollld (hoofe 
10 exprt'fs hi. own fpnfe of 'he Icriptllre Janguage ill there wOfds. To arain eltller 
the (criptures, or 'he as-ticlt ... muCt be a vrry ungrateful talk to 'In Hlgenuoul n'an; 
and p~rl1aps there may be fo widtt a difference- in foole inaaueel ill his opinion, Ihae 
no flraining l:ah bring then. togelhrr, Anll th:ls fome of the 010(\ earneR b~~iever 
are t'xclu(led fron) the Cllrifiian 111jnifiry, and from ('ertain (OIDmOn pri~i)egel in 
ft)(iety, hy a ulethud, Wllith !u~'er. DOlllinal, wicked Chri'liaoa tOI)arS without 
difficulty. : 

fl If it be objeti(ld, that, urile(s preacheft tubfcribe, tbey may trach ·different 
do8rinel; I an'wer, that til.), do this, tllougll they do fubicribe; and tbat in the 
m,.n important prattical points. If the fcril)turel cannat yrt produce a true unity 
of c'J,inion en account of our preftnt ignoran(f~, and tile \\Ieakners and wir.kedneCa 
of uur Dalurel, bow fi)ould al,ticle, do tbi.~ Men can I-'ut al d.flrrrnt t~Dfe. "POll 
arlicl~, al upoa -teXlt, and to difpute \\'i,hout end. "'·hicb "ideotly llpptar. to 
.bave bern the cafe in the primitive church. Every de"ifion, II Coon a. (ellled, 
became tbe tourre of a n~w di"ifion bel\\'een perioDs, who yer RIll agreed to the 
'or~&oing d~cilion in wortl.; till at lalt J tbe w 1101e effic:acy aDd Ipil'it of Cbrift.lanito,y, 
Waf) loft in mere ftlbal difputel. But the belt anfwer i., tl13t I,reacber. ought 
entirely to confine tbenlfelvel to pra~ticall,ubjed.. tbr defcriptioDI of tbe "irtue. 
and the vi('~., Willi the motive. for and agail1R each. tlle direai~ns to attain the 
virlue., .awI avoid tb. vice.; and th.li in .11 'he ,arioul r~al ,lrcumOance. oj ,bu. 
min lite. L"arned ~Dqui,ie. h.ve tbeir ure undoubtedly I but ihe)' Ire -much bet
&er ~ommuDiC'.tfd to the learned world by Ib, pr.t., than ',0. mixed .a'embl)' by , 
the pulpit. It I •• kind of faC'rilege to ro~ God'. flock of th~ nouriO?ment due to 
them from public preathinl" and in 1,'.le.d "to run nut upun qUIRionl, ,b.t mi
Diller DO frofi& to the bearerl, a& lelft to '."be ,Ire.,.'ll'ar,&." 

- " SiDce •. 



(a Sinc\~ Gild is all, po,,'erf Ill, al1I1'wif,~, :1t1d 3'1 J~t1nd, t11e(c-a t\1..tI·ill"f~1 nu','O t"'pr 
turn tllC fcate tu tbtir u'."'n fide. \\t"e ;,U'('cJ NUl i c .: r \h~rf'tor('. Lu' ahat ,rue 1,I\(J\\'

ledge ''''ill at lalt be increaft'd and prewail, ,hJ~ t1le: \\'ife aud ~(10/J \\'ill 111~e' Itand, ' 
tbe \vicked be filenc~d and conver&ecl. au(J thr ,hurc..ll of Chri(t ',lillie wbole 
eartll. It is a J~reaL infillt o't~l'ctl to ;~he trulllS of I tli~i()n, 10 fnpputc 111a1 they 
want the lanJe kind of aflilllnce, as ilnpoftolcs, hUtllln ,_ojttd9, or worclly defignH. 
Let eVC1·Y llian l>e allowed to think, fpeak, and wl'ite j fret'ly; a.KI thr.D ,b. e& rors 
will C01Ubat Olle another, and leave truth uullurt." 

" Thougll creeds, ar.icl~E, &c. bee (t'~m to 118'" no ufe- no\v, but evtn '0 he pre
judicial to tbe cal\fe of tru,tll in tb~n)~ elves; )'el it Illay be nf('eflary to fubluit 10 

rome furaD of ,bi. kind in ce,.tain "fifeS. It n1a}' he. and probahly i~ the tfutl), that 
in 'be early age. of 'he cbur(h, w'hilfl Ch, Hlian! were JucJaizer., rnt:.lngl::d in 
external., arofs in their conf'eplionl, &c. lhf.:fe fOI'Ol' weare necefJary, faft''';1 
mlZnlntibus. \ But no.'W they grl)w o:~ld. and teen) ready to die awa,', aud Ie gl\'e 

.. place to the worfilip of God in [pi", and ~in ",.ut"; in ',Wlli('h tlle-re i~ nn Pap;/I, 
Prottjlant,' Lutheran, Cal'vill ijl, 'I rinita, ian, U1Iitllri.", My/lie, Ale I IJ o,lijJ , <''''c. 
but all there du.lioCtioD~ are carritll away like' "he ellaft" of tbe luwll1er t!lr,,'ll:DI 
loor.J'· 

I hive noW (reely, I'nd ' bnpe not without fomtt Cuc-e'er. endeavnure~ to rupport 
• clufe which ap~ar. to me moft iuterefling to thtt profperi.y .1" our chur.,h anti 
of Chriltianit)' in general I hive bL-en under no ol·her inftuenc., ,han an earllI'll 
and 6ncere d-e6re ,to yitldiclte tbe f'&<-red right. of private jadll.',ent, 10 turl) the 
attention of Proleflantl to their ol'igi;lal principle., and to poiot vat to Chri'tianl 
the melns of uniling in on, happy and bleaed loeiet)'.. by .dllrr~. &0 Ihe plai., 
truths and dillies of the gofj)el, 8RI) leaving open to candid di'cuffi')R and (Jee io
qairy, all fubj~a, of' a· dark, inlricate, and dilpulaltltt n.'ure~ Hie,inl perlormeti 
wbl' dut), and confcience required, J leaye to the c4ndid and tllea impar&ill 10 cle
(tid •• bow far' what hal bften adYiuC'ed. i. a,reeable to reae_, tbe 'pirit of ".~ 
r.liaioD we profer., and 'be bel ia "reO. of our 'hur~h~ 

.~ . 


