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DED ICATION

Yo THE RIGHT HONORABLE

WiLLiam Prrr, Efq;

ONE OF HIS

. 9
MAjJESTY’S
MOST HONORABLE PRIVY covm‘:w,'

AND AN ILLUSTRIOUS
'PATRON or AMERICA.
SIR,

ID not a wide ocean intervene, the
Author of the enfuing Difcourfe
would not prefume to prefix fo greac

a NAME to a lictlePerformance of his, with-
out firft humbly requefting the indulgence,
and obtaining it. Nor would he truft to
the fufhiciency. of that apelogy for taking
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this liberty, did not fome perfons perfwade
him to hope, it will be kindly and con-
defcendingly raken as a teftimony of that
fincere gratitude and high veneration
which not only he but his country has for
ONE, who hath twice at leaft been a prin-
cipal Inftrument in the hand of GOD, of
faving GreaT Br1TA 1N and her Colonies
from impending ruin: Once, by magnani-
moufly conduéting a juft and glorious war
againft foreign nations; and once, by pre-
ferving peace in His own j—by exerting
Him{clf to prevent a fatal rupture between
Br1T1 a1~ and herColonies, and to re-eftab-
lith fuch an harmony as effentially con-
cems the welfare of both.

ATt the late moft important cris:s, You,
Sir, whom no rewards could ever tempr,
ng frowns of the Great ever difmay, no
dangers difconcert ; and to whom, fo good
and great in Yourfelf, no titles, howevey
high, could potlibly add any new dignity or
luftre; You, Great Sir, was not “ afhamed

of our chain’,or reluétant ac fanding forth

to plead the caufc of poor AMERICA 5 and
to ftem the nighey torrent that was aoainft

__ her.
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her, which thréateried tb‘end in a déluge of
blood! When it was accounted criminal
by many, even to lifp buta broken word or

two in Her favor, You, Sir, was not afhars~

“ed or afraid to pour forth all” Your unts-

valld eloquence in a ftrenuous vindjcativa
of Her infringed Rights.  And, ‘1ndeed,”
her caufe being fuppofed good, the more
friendlefs She was, the more She needed,
and in fome fort’ deferved, fo powerful a
patronage.  For, furely, great talents were
given for great occafions ; to be employed
in defence of the innocent and feeble,

‘Gop made fome men ftrong, on purpole ta

“ bear the infirmities of the weak’;
that they might be able to ailift and fup-
port them i their dangers and extremities;
as You, Sir, have ever done, fince You
adorned the BriTisH {enate; and parcicy-
larly in a lace ever-memorable inftance. -

To You, Great Sir, under GOD and
the Kive, prateful America chiefly ateri-
butes 1t, that She 1s now happily 1e-inftated
i1 cthe. cnjoyment of her former liberties

. e DI ’ .
anct privileges 3 tho She has, at the fame
tirne, a very deep fenfe of her oblivations

to othiergreat and Mllufirious Perfonages.
' I~
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Ir,31r,you could,at this diftance have an
adequate conception of the univerfal joy of
AMeRrica, preceeded by the moft alarm-
ing appichenfions for Her liberties : If
‘You could be fully fenfible how much we
afcribe it to You, that they are not loft;
how, next to the K1ng, we bleft You as
our commonFaTHER, and fend up ardent
vows to Heaven for You; this would, it
muft - give You a fublime, and truly
Godlike pleafure. It might even fuf:
pend, for a while, the fevereft pangs of that
excruciating diforder, which has fo often de-
taindyou from the B ; T 151 Senate, to the
greatdetriment of the public; particularly
when the late dreadful StiMp-acT was
paffed. Nay, it might, perhaps, without
any other miracle, giveYou fuch fpirits and

yigor, as to “take up Your bed and walk,”

like thofe fick and lame perfons inftantly
cured by the word of Him, who came
from Heaven tomake us “ free, indeed”,

So univerfal, fo greatisour joy ; and fo
much, Sir, are we indebted forit to your
good offices ! Bur, alas! what can poor
AMrER1caA doin return? Nothing but ac-

knowledge

]

DEDICATION.. i

knowledge the obligation with as much
fancerity asa grateful country ever acknow-
ledged one: Nothing but call you, over
and over again, her FATHER, her FAThHER;
and endcavour to make goodYour generous
engagements for her prudent, dutiful be-
haviour towards her Mother-country:
Nothing but erett a few marble, brafs or
copper {tatues 1n honor to-You; (for
AmeRr1ca has but litde filver or gold)
ftacues that will be of no fervice to You,
fince they will go to decay long before
Your name and memory will need any

fuch poor helps to preferve them.

Alas! America can do no more !~
Yes, Sir, there 18 one thing more : She
will pray that You may long live in health,
happinefs -and honor, thatif there fhould
be any occafion hereafter, as in time paft,
You may ftep in and prevent Her's and
Br 174 1Ns ruin, when no other man ¢could;
and that, when You muft, according to
the common lot of men, however great
and good (O may it be late !) ceafe to
plead “the caufe of LiBerTY On earth,
You may i Heaven, as Your reward,

S & e
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enjoy “ the glorious L 1BERTY of the fong
of God”!

T am, with the warmeft gratieude, and
higheft veneration, Right Honorable and
Moft Worthy

SIR,

Your moft obedient,

Moft Dutifid

And Moft Humbl: Servant, N

JoNaTHAN MAYHEW,

(9)

PSALM CXXIV. 7, 8.

Our foul is efeaped as a bird from the fnare
of the fowle: s ; the [nare is broken, aud

we are efcaped.

Our help is iz the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.

"]"HE late gracious appearance of divine pro-
| vidence for us, in the day of our trouble,
~ feemed fo fcafonable, fo fignal, fo impor-

tant ; in a word,fo intcrcﬂin% to the pre-
fcnt and future gencrations, that we of thisSociety
thought itexpedient toagreeamong ourfelves upon.
a day, in-order to take a particular, religious no-
ticeof it; and to praife the name of the Lord, in
whom is our help. If there had been any pro-
bability of our being called together for this end
by Proclamation, as upon fome lefs memorable
occafions, we fhould not have been defirous o
anticipate the day ; which might have had the
appearance of oftenration. But of that, fo far
as [ have heard, there was very little, i€ any,
profpe. By this perfe@ly voluntary, and free-

B

will
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will offering, T hope we fhall render to God, in
fomé poor meafure, the ﬁlory due to his hame ;
and that he will gracioufly accept it, thro’ our
Lord Jefus Chrift the righteous, our mediator
and advocate with thcFather. At the fame time
it is fuppofed that, in proceeding thus, we give
no juft ground of offence to Jew or Gentile, or
to the church of God ; which we would by no
means do. Weonly exercife that liberty,where-
with Chrift hath made us free, being dcfirous that
all other perfons & churchces fhould do the fame;
and not chufing that either . they or we fhould
be “ entangled with any yoke of bondage.”
Having rendered -our devout thanks to God,
whofe kingdom ruleth over all,and fung his high
praifes ; permit mc now, my friends and bre-
thren, with unfeigned love to niy country, to
congratulate you on that interefting event, which
is the fpecial occafion of this folemnity : An
event, as | humbly cenceive, of the urmoft im-
portance to the whole Britith empire, whofe
peacc and profperity we ought ardently to defire;
and one, very peculiarly affe®ing the welfare of
thefe colonics.  Believe me, I lately took no in-
confiderable part with you in your gficf, and
gloomy apprehenfions, on account of a certain
PARLIAMENTARY ACT, which you fuppofed
ruinous in its tendency to the American planta-
tions, and, eventually, to Great-Britain. 1 now
partake no lefs in. your common joy, on account
of the REPEAL of that aét; whereby thefe colo-
nics are emancipated from a flavith, inglorious
bondage ; arc re-inftated in the enjoyment of

(11 )

their ancient rights and privileges, and "2 “foun»
dation is laid for lafting harmony betweenGreat-
Britain and them, to their mutual advantage.
. . But when ydu requelted rac to preach a fcrf
mon on this joyful occafion, I conclude. it was
neither your cxpeéation nor defire, that I thould
enter very particularly into a political confidera-
6o of the affair. Had [ conceived this to have
been your intention, I muft, tho’ with rclu‘&,am.:c;,
have given you a refufal ; partly from a convic-
tion of the. impropriety of minutely difcufling
points of this narure in the pulpit, and partly
from a fenfe of my own inability to do it as i
ought to be done. 1 fuppofe I fhall beft anf{wer
your expetation, as well as moft gratify m y own
tnclination, by waving political controverfy, and
giving you fuch counfels and exhortations re-
{pedting your duty to God and man, as are a%rcc-
able to the facred oracles, to the ditates of ‘ob’er
reafon, and adapted to the occafion. T his is,
therefore, what I chicfly propofe to do in the
enfuing difcourfe, as God fha'l enable me: And
may the Fatier of lights teach mz to 'fpc.a-k, and
you to hear in fuch a manaer, that our aﬂcm_blf}}g
together at this time, out of thc.ox.'dma,ry couile,
may be to his honor, and to chriftian edification.
However, if my difcourfe is to be particularly
adapted to this great occafion, mﬂead of being, f?
general, as to be almoft as fuitable to any other, |
you are fenfible it is nzceflary that the cecalion
itlolf fhould be kept in view. 1 {hall tl*.crcfotf:e
bricfly premife a few things rcl;a mg tf.hg,.c‘:o,rnc {1
way of jntrodudion to the main dchign ; fuck
B 2 thing:
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things, T inean, s fhall now be taken for granted.
In mentioning which, my aim will be to expreis,
in brief, what I tuke to {c the genenai fcnlec of
thefe colonics, rasher than to explain my own.
¥or it is on fuch commonly-received opinions,
that my exhorations and cautions will be ground-
ed ; leaving the paricular difcuflion of them to
others, who are better qualified for it, and to
whom it more proper?y belongs. And if I
fhould be miftaken in any of thefc particulars,
it is hoped candor will excufe it ; fecing thefe
are matters out of the way of my profeflion.

I purfuance of this plan, it fhall now be taken
for granted, thatas we were free-born, never
made flaves by the right of conqueft in war, if
there be indeed any fuch right, nor fold as flaves
in any epen lawful market, for money, fo we have

a natural right to our own, till we have freely

confented o part with it, cither in perfon,.or by
thofe whom we have appointed to reprefent,
and to a& for uvs. -

It fhall be taken for granted, that this natural
right is declared, affirmed and fecured to us, as
we are Britifh fubje@ts, by Magna Charea ; all
a&@s contrary to which, ac: faid to be ip/o facto
null and void : .And, that this natural, conftitu-
tignal right has been further confirmed to moft
of the plantations by particular {ubfequent royal
charters, taken in their obvious fenfe ; the lega-

licy and authority of wltich charters was never
once denied by either Houfe of Parliament ; but
implicitly at leaft acknowledged, ever fince they
were refpedively granted, till very lately.,

It
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+ i taken for granted alfo, that -the right of
erial by juries, is 2 conftitutional onc. with ref-
pet to all Britifh {ubjedts jn general,- particular
ly to the colonifts ; and that the plantatiQns m
which civil government has been eftablifhed,
have all along, till of late, been in the uninter-
rupted enjoyment of both the rights aforefaid,
which are of the ntmoft importance; being ef-
fential to liberty.

It thall, thercfore, be taken for granted, that
the colonies had great reafon to petition and re-
monftrate againft 2 late a& of Parliament, as. be-
ing an infra&ion of thefe righis, and tending di-
redtly to reduce us to a ftate of flavery. |

It is, moreover, taken for granted, whatever
becomes of this queftion about rights, that an
a& of that fort was very hard, and juftly gricvous,
not to fay oppreflive ; as the colenics are poor,
as moft of them were originally fettled at the
fole and great expence of the adventurers ; the

expence of their money, their toil, their blood ;
as they have expended a great deal from time 16
time in their wars with their French and Savage
ncighbours, and in " the fupport of his Majefty’s
government here ; as they have, morcover, been
ever ready to grant fuch aids of men and moncy

- to the crown, for the common caufe, as they

were able to give ; by which means a great load
of debt ftill lies on feveral of them ; and-as
Great Britain has drawn vaft emolument from
them in the way of commerce, over and
above all that fhe has ever expended for them,

either in peace or war: So that fhe is, beyond
all




| ( 4 )
all comparifon, richer, more powerful and ref-
pe&table now, than fhe would have been, if our

fathers had never emgrated: And both they and
their pofterity have, in efle®, been labouring,

from firft to laft, for the aggrandizement of the

mother-country. In this light, that fhare of
common fenfe, which the colonifts have, be it more
or lefs, leads them to confider things.

It is taken for granted, that as the furprifing, -

unexampled growth of thefe colonics, to the
extenfion of his Majefty’s dominion, and pro-
digious advantage of Britain in many refpe&s,
has been chicfly owing, under God, to the liber-
ty enjoyed here ; fo the infra&tion thercof in two
fuch capital points as thofe before referred to,
would undoubtedly difcourage the trade, induf-
try and population of the colonies, by rendering
property infecure and precarious ; would foon
-drain them of all their little circulating moncy ;
would put it abfolutely out of their power to
purchafe Britith commodities, force them into
manufa&ures of their own, and terminate, if not
in the ruin, yet in the very effential detriment
of the mother-ccuntry.

It fhall, therefore, alfo be taken for granted,
that altho’ the colonies could not juftly claim an
exclufive right of taxing themfelves, and the right
of being tried by juries ; yet they had great
reafon to remonftrate againft the aét aforefaid on
the footing of inexpedience, the great hardthip,
and deftructive tendency of it ; as a meafure big
with mifchicf to Brirain,as well as to themicives ;
and promoted at firfl, perhaps, only by perfens
who were real friends to neither. |
But

A3
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But as to any methods of oppoﬁtioh to that
meafure, on the part of the colonies, befides
thofe of humble petitioning, and other ftriétly

legal ones, it will not, I conclude, be fuppofqd,

that I appear in this place as an advocate for

them, whatever the general fenfe of the colonifts

may be concerning this point. And I take for
granted, that we are .all perfeély agreed in
condemning the riotous and fellonious pro-

ceedings of certain men of Belial,* as they have

been juftly called, who had the eflrontery to

cloke their rapacious violences with the pretext

of zeal for liberty ; which is fo far from being

a new thing under the fun, that even Great
Britain can furnith us with many, and much
more flagrant examples of it.

But, my Brethren, however unconftitutional,
oppreflive, grievous or ruinous the aforefaid a&
was in its nature, and fatal in its tendency, his
Majefty and the parliament have been pleafed to
hearken to the juft compliints of the colonies,
{cconded and enforced by the prudent, {pirited
condu® of ocur merchants; by certain noble
and ever-honored patriots in Great Britain, ef-
pouling our caufe with al! the force of reafon
and cloquence, and by the general voice of the
nation : So that a total rcpeal of that dreadful
a& is now obtained. His Majefty and the Par-
liament were far too wife, juft and good to per-
filt in a mcafure,after they were convinced it was
wrong ; or to confider it as any point of honor,
to entorce an ac fo grievous to three millicn
good {ubjeéts, {u contrary to the intereft of the

| Britth
* The Book of Ameiicu, Chap, II. v, 13,
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Britith therchants and manufa&turers, and to the

general fenfe of the nation. They have been
pleafed, in the a& of reptal itfelf,greatly to their
hcnor, implicitly to acknowledge their fallibi-
lity and erroncous judgment in the other a&,
by faying, that “ the continuance of the faid a&
“ would be attended with many inconveniences,
¢ and might be produdtive of confequences great-
“ ly detrimental to the commercial interefts of
“ thofe kingdoms.”  Thefe being the reafons
affigned for the repeal, we may juftly conclude,
that if thofe many inconveniences and detrimen-
tal confequences could have been forefeen, the
ac complained of would never have been paffed.
And as the fame reafons will doubtlefs aperate

at leaft as ftrongly, probably much more ftrongly -

hercafter, in proportion to the growth of the
colonies, than they do at prefent, we may natu-
rally conclude alfo, that an a& of the like nature
will never again be heard of.

Thus “ our foul is efcaped as a bird from the
fnare of the fowlers ; the fnare is broken, and
we are efcaped ;” tho’ not without much ftrug-
gling in the fnare, before it gave way, and fet
us at liberty again. But when I fpeak of that
pernicious aét as a fnare, and thofe who prepar-
ed it for us as_fowlers, greedy of their prey, let
it be particularly obferved, that I intend not
the leaft reflexion on our gracious Sovereign
or the Parliament ; who muft not be fuppofed
to have any evil defigns againft the colonies,
which are fo neceflary to Great-Britain. and
by which fo ‘many thoufands of her manufac-

turers

»
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turers dre fapported, who, but for them, mu}
a&ually, ftarve, cmigrate, or do what 1 chufe
to forbear mentioning. No! I apply this, as I
eonclude you will, only to fome evil-minded
individuals in Britain, who are true friends nei-
ther to her nor us ; and who accordingly fpar-
ed no wicked arts, no dceeitful, no difhonc-
rable, no difhoneft means, to pufh on and ob-
tain, as it were by furprife, an a& fo prejudicial
to both ; and, in fome fort, to the enfuaring of
his Majefty and the Parliament, as wc.ll as the
good people of America: Being, not improba-
bly, in the interefts of the Houfes of Bourbon
and the Pretender, whole caule they meant to
{erve, by bringing about an open rupturc be-
tween Great Britain and her colonies ! Thele,
thefe men, miy Brethren, are the cunning foz-
lers, thefc the enfiarers, from whofe teeth * our
foul is efcaped as a bird ;" And fuch traitors
will, doubtlefs, e'er long be caught in another

frare, fuitable for them, to the fatisfaction of the

King’s good fubjects on both fides the Adantic,
if his Majefty and the Parliament fhould judge
it neceffary for the vindication of their own
honor, or for the public good, to bring them
to condign punifhnrent.

Let me juft add here, that according to out
lateft and beft advices, the King, his truly pa-
triotic Miniftry and the Pariiament have the
intcreft, particularly the commercial interelt of
the colonics much at heart ; being new difpofed
sven to enlarge, inftead of curtailing their pri-
viteges, and to grant us every indulrence, con-

G { Denr
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(Itent with the common

empire : More than which we cannot reafona-
bly, and, T am perfuaded, do not defire.

Thefe things being premifed, let me now pro-
ceed to thofc reflections, exhortations and cau-
tions relative to them, which were the chief de-
fign of this difcourfe. And the prefent occafion
being a very peculiar one, foch as never before
occured in America, and, I hope in God, ncver
will again ; I fhall crave your indulgence if I am
confidcrably longer than is cuftomary on other
occafions, which are lefs out of the ordinary
courfe.

In the firft place then, it is evident from the
preceding view of things, that we have the
greatclt caufe for thankfulnefs to Almighty God,
who doeth his will among the inhabitanits of the
earth, as well as in the armies of keaven. He,
in whofec hands arc the hearts of all men, not
cxcepting thofc of Kings, fo that he turneth
them whitherfoever he will, as the rivers of
water, hath infpired the people of America with
a noble {pirit of liberty, and remarkably united
them in flanding up for that invaluable blefling,.
He hath raifed us up friends of the greatcft emi-
nenice in Britaim, in our perilous circumftances.
He hath united the hearts of almoft all wife
and good men there, to plead our caufe and
their own fuccefsfully. He "hath bleffed the
King with" an uoright Miniftry, zealous for the
public good, and knowing whercin it confifts.
He hath given the King wifdom to difcern, and
mtegrity to purfuc, the interefls of his pecyle,

o
3 1

good of the Britifh -
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ot the late alarming CRISIS, when {o much
depended on the meafures that were then fpcc—l
dily to be taken ! He hath c.h4anged his roya

purpofe, and that of his Pa.rllament, in admat-
ter which nearly and cflentially concerned, at
leaft our temporal happinefs ; difpofing thcn;
to take off from our nccks that grievous an

heavy burden, which, to be fure, was not 5\}?
upon us but with reluctance, and thro the du-
honeft artifices. of eertain wxckcd._ men wlll.o,
pérhaps, intended, if pofiible, et}urely to alie-
Late the affe@ions of the colonilts from their
common Father the King, and from their Mo-
ther-country. O execrable defign ! to thefac-
complithment of which, the pernicious med Ex;re
aforcfaid apparently tended.  But blefled bch e};
who governeth among the nations, that he adl

confounded the devices of fuch treachcrous
men. To allude to the pfalm, a part of which
I mentioned as my text ; ¢ If it had not been
« the Lord who was on our fide, when men rofc
 up againft us,” and if they could have had their
wicked will, * then they had {wallowed us up
“ quick ;"= ‘¢ then the waters had overwhel-
« med us, thc fircam had gone over our foul ;
“ then the proud waters had gone over Ouf {oul.
« Blc/%d be the Lord, who hath not given us
““ a5 a prey to their tecth ;" the ravening teeth
of thofc cynning fowlers, from whofe treache-
rous fuare we have jult efcaped ; * our help be-
“ ipg in tae pame of the Lord, who made hea-
« von and earth.”  To Him, }hcrcforg, we
jully owe e gndiffumbled gratitude ©f 0.0

C 2 b o
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hearts, as well as the joyful praifes of our lips <
For I take it for granted, that you all firmly
believe, that He who made the world, exerci-
{es a providential government over it; fo that
the very hairs of our head * are all numbcered
by,” and that ‘“ a fparrow doth not fall to the
ground without” him. How much more then,
is his providence to be acknowledged in the riie,
in the prefervation, in the great events, the re-
volutions, or the fall of mighty flates and king-
doms ! |
To excite our gratitude to God the more ef-

fectually, let us confider the greatnefs of our late
danoer and of our deliverance : Let us take a
kriel retrofpeétive view of the perplexed, wretch-
ed ftate, i *which thefe colonies were, a few
months ago, compared with the joyful and hap-

py condition, in which they arc at prefent, by
ithe removal of their chicf grievances.

We have never known fo quick and general

a tranfition from the depth of forrow to the
height of joy, as on this occafion ; nor, indeed,

fo great and univerfal a flow of cither, on any

other occafion ‘whatever. It is very true, we

have heretofore feen times of great adverfity.

‘We have known feafons of drought, dearth, and
fpreading mortal difcafes ; the peftilence walk-
ing in darking, and the deftruétion wafting at
noon day. We have feen wide devaftations,
r#ade by firc ; and amazing tempefls, the hea-
vens on flanie, the winds and the waves roaring.
We Lave koown ropeated carihqualcs, threai-
We have

’».} Coll
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been -under great apprehenfions by rcafon. of
formidable fleets of an enemy on our coaft, me-
nacing fire and fword to all our maritime towns.
We have known times when the French and Sa-
vage armies made terrible havoek on our fron-
tiers, carrying all before them for a while; wl}cn
we were not withont fear, that fome capital
towns in the colonies would fall into their mer-
cilefs hands. Such times as thefe we have
known ; at fome of which almolt every “ face
gathered palenefs,” and the knees of all but the
good and brave, waxed feeble. But never have
we known a feafon of fuch univerfal confterna-
tion and anxiety among people of all ranks and
ages, in thefe colonies, as was occafioncd by that
parliamentary procedure, which threatned us and
our pofterity with perpetnal bondage and {lave-
ry. For They, as we generally fuppofe, arc re-
ally flaves to all intents and purpofes, who are
obliged to labor and toil only for the bc.neﬁ\.t‘of
others ; or, which comes to the fame thing, the
fruit of whofc labour and induftry may be /aw-

fully taken from them without their confent,

and they juftly punithed if they refufe to fur~
render it on demand, or apply it to other pur-
pofcs than thofe, which their maﬂcr‘s, of th‘czlr
mecr gracc and pleafure, fee fit to allow. Nor
are there many 4merican underftandings accute
enough to diflinguifh any material difference
between this being vone by a fingle peilon, un-
2. the title of an ablolute Monarch, and done
by a far-ditint kegillature confilting of many
perfuns, in which they are not teprefented ; :tr;lg
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the members whereof, inftead of feeling, and
fharing equally with them in the burden thus
impofed, are eafed of their own in proportion to
the greatnefs and weight of it. It may be quef-
tioned, whether the ancient Greeks or Romans,
or any other nation in which flavery was allow-
ed, carricd their idea of it much further than
this. So that our late apprehenfions, and uni-
verfal confternation, on account of ourfelves and
pofterity, were far, very far indeed, from being
groundles. For what is there in this world
more wretched, than for thofe who were born
free, and have a right to conttue fo, to be made
{laves themfelves, and to think of leaving arace
of flaves behind them ; even though it be to
mafters, conféfledly the moft humane and gene-

rous in the world ? Or what wonder is it, if

after groaning with a low voice for a while, to
no purpofe, we at length groaned fo loudly, as
to be heard more than three thoufand miles ;
and to be pitied throughout Europe, wherever it
is not hazardous to mention even the name of
liberty, unlefs it be to reproach it, as only ano-
ther name for fedition, fa&ion or rebellion !

On the other hand, never did the tide of joy
{fwell {o high, or roll fo rapidly through the
boforas and veins of the people in gefieral, on
any public occafion, as on the news of THE
PEPEAL. “ Then was our mouth filled with
“ laughter, and our tongue with finging,” when
the Lord turned our captivity ; this was received
45 an emancipation indeed from wnmeriied fluvery.
| Nor

v (‘ «;
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Nor were there ever before fo great external
demonftrations of joy among the people of
America ; not cven when all Canada was reda-
ced, or when it was fecured to the crown of
England by trcaty, and our apprehenfions of co-
ming under the yoke of France were vanifhed
away. And fome there are, who fuppofe, that
France would not have hefitated at allowing fuch
a number of flourithing colonies the exciufive
right of taxing themfelves, for the fake of a
free trade with them, could they have been pre-
vailed on, by violating their allegiance, to put
themfclves under her prote@tion ; as I am fully
perfuaded thefe colonies would not do, for all
that France has to give. In my poor opinion,
we never had fo much real occafion for joy,
on any temporal account, as whem we were
thus emancipated, and our foul efcaped as a bird
from the dreadful fmare. And I am perfwa-
ded it would rejoice the generous and royal
heart of his Majefty, if he knew that by a
fingle turn of the fceptre, when he affented to
THE REPEAL, he had given more pleafure
to three million good fubjetts, than ever he and
his royal Grandfather gave them by all the tri-
umphs of their arms, from Lake Superior Eaft-
ward to thelfles of Manillz ; tho' {o numerous, fo
great, {o illuftrions ; and though WE partook
{o largely in the national joy on thofe occa:
fions. A prvreR-co’N ¥ a year added to
bis Mapefly's excheqier, would not furely------"
But I forbcar.

If
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If ‘you pleafe, we will now defcend to fomé
farther particulars, relative to our late unhappy
and prefent joyful circumftances, in order to
excite our thankfulnefs to God, for fo memo-
rable a deliverance. o

This Continent, from Canada to Florida, and
the Weft-India Iflands, moft of them at leaft,
have exhibited a difm® mixed fcene of mur-
muring, defpondence, tumult and outrage ;
courts of juftice fhut up, with cuftom-houfes
and ports ; private jealoufics and animofities,
evil furmifings, whifpcrings and back-bitings,
mutual reproaches, open railing, and many
other evils, fince the time in which the grie-
vous aft aforcfaid was to have taken place.
Almoft every Britith Armerican, as was before
obferved, confidered it as an infra&ion of their
rights, or their dearly purchafed privileges,
call them which you wiil; and the fad earncft
of fuch a galling yoke to be laid on our necks,
already fomewhat fore by preceding grievances,
as neither we hor our Fathers were able to
bear ; or rather, as being itfelf fuch a yoke,
and likely to grow heavier by length of time,
without any increafe, eithier of ability or pa-
ticnce to endure it. The uncifinefs was, there-
fore, juftly great and univerfal, except, per-
haps, among a few individvals, who either
di not attend to confequerices, or who expecs
ted to find their privatc account in the public
calamity, by exercifing the gainful, tho™ invi-
dious, and not very reputable office of tafk-ma/-
ters over their groaning countrytien dnd bie-
whren ;

————— .

—

'

L)

thren. Even our bought Megro flaves apparently
(hared ir. the common diitrefs : For which one
cannot eafily atcount, except by fuppofing that
even fonie of ther faw,that if he aff took place,
their mafters might foon be too poor to provide
them fuitable focd and raiment; ind thoughtit
would be more ignoniinious and wretched to be
the fervants of fervants, than of free-men.

But to tetorn. The general difconcent opa-
rated very diflerently upoii the minds of differeat
people, dccording to the diverfity ot their na-
tural tempers and conftitutions, their education,
religious principles, or the prudential maxims
which they had efpoufed. Scme at once grew
melancholy, fitting down in a kind of lethargic,
dull defperation of relief, by 2ny means what-
ever. Othiers were thrown into a fort of con-
(lernation, not unlike to & phrenzy occafioned
by a raging fever ; being ready to do any thing
or every thing, to obtain relict'; but yct, unhap-
pily, not knowing what, when, where, how ; nor
having any two .dtional and confiftent ideas a-
bout tlie matter ; fcarce more thin d petfon ina
delirium hds of the nature of, cr ptope niethod
of curing thr fever, which is the cdufe of his
madnefs.  Some few were, I believe, tipor the
priticiples of Sibthorp, Manwaring, Filmer, and
thit goodly tribe, determined to go ne farther in
order to obtdin redrefs, than in the way of pe-
tition and remonftance ; dnd this, even tho' they
had been fuite of fuceefs in fomve hardy enter-
prize.  G.liers, who had wo relizious feruples of
this kind, yor thiowght it extremely imprudent

Ty | on!
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and hazardous to oppole a fuperior rove: .1

fuch a manner as might, perhaps, draw th wijoic
weight of its refentment on the colonies,to their
deftrudtion.  But the greater part, as I conceive,
though I may be miftaken in this, were firmly
united in a confiftent, however imprudent or
defperate a plan, to run all rifques, to tempt all
hazards, to go all lengths, if things were driven
to extremity, rather than to fubmit ; prefering

death itfelf to what they eftcemed fo wretched

and inglorious a fervitude,

{o

And even ¢ of de-
vout women not a few” were, I imagine,
> far metamorphofed into men on this fad
oceafion, that they would have declined hardly
any kind of manly exertions, rather than live
'O propagate a race ot flaves, or to be fo them-
telves. In fhort, fuch was the danger, and in
rheir opinion, fo great and glorious the caufe,that
the fpirit of the Roman matrons in the time of
the commonwealth, feemed to be now equalled by
the fairer daughters of Ameiica. The uneafinefs
of fome perfons was much increafed by an ima-
aination, that the mohey to be raifed by the
duty on ftamps, would partly be applicd to pay
vertain civil officers falaries ; whereby they would
become more entircly and abfolutcly dependent
~a the crown, lefs on the people, and confe-
quently, as was fuppofed, more arbitrary and in-
bolent.  Others were anxious, becaufe they ima-
pived, with low much. or how little reafon you
will beft jud,.e, thar the money was to be chicfy
arplied towaids watntaining a flanding army in
Amerivyg ;o et o tauch todcfcnd and fccure the
celenics
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colonies from enamics, of whosm they had none,
except the atorefald fowlers, 25 ta awe the colo-
nies themfelves wto an implicit obedience to
minifteria] meafires, however unjuft orexecrable
in their nature.  There is no end, you know,
to peoples fears and jealoufics, w}vzn once theg
are thoroughly alarmed. And fo fome fulpected,
that this moncy was parily intended to maintain
a ftanding army of bithops,and otller'ecc;?ﬁaﬂlcz
to propagate the importance of cerrain rites an
ceremonies, to which they had an averfion ; the
divine right of diocefan cpifcopacy and tythes,
with many es cetard’s of the lixe facred_. and mci
tere/ting imFortancc. Thele ﬁra_ﬁg; notions an
fears prevailed very much AMong cereain odd pco:
ple, who liked their old religion, a,qd were no
able to fec the rcafonablenefs of their paying for
the fupport of any other. I am not accountable
for other people’s whimfical apprehenfions : 1
am herc only reprefenting the perplexity, into
which peoples minds were thrown by the novel
f1ation, according to their different views of it :
a taxation,which was probably never thought of
ttll a few ycars ago, when it was propofed to a
great and good Sccretary of State, who was far
oo fricadly to the colonies, as wcl.l as tao wile,
70 birn His fingers with an American ST AMP-
Acr. |
This diverfity of hurours,fentiments and opi-
nions among the colonifts, of which I h.avc bc:c‘n
fpeaking, naturally occalioned great animofities,
zatual ceafures and reproachces : Infomuch thay
- was hardly fafe for any man to {peak his
Mouchts on che times, unl &b he couid paticntly

N\ ] L( o
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bear to lic under the imputation of being
coward, an mccndlary, rebel, or cnemy to his
'country or to have fome other odium caft up-
on him. In the mean time moft of the courts
were fhut up, and almoft all bufinefs brought to
a ftand; and, in fome colonies, wide breaches
were made between their {everal Governors and
Houfes of Aflembly ; thofe governox%’ thinking
it their duty to pufh the execution of the {tamp-
“aé&; and fome of them trying ¢ to prevent the al-
fembhcs pctmonmg,m the joint manner proPofcd
In this ftate of general diforder, approaching fo
near to anarchy; fome proﬂlgate people, in dif-
ferent parts of the continent, took an 0pportu-
nity to gratify their private refentmcnts, and to
get moncy in an eafier and more expeditious
way than that of labor ; committing abomira-
ble excefles and outragcs on the pcrfons or pro-
pcrty of cthers. "

What a drcadful fccnc was this! Who can
take a curfory review of it ‘even now, \\ﬂthout
horror, unlefs he is loft to all fenfe of 1. lioien,
virtue and pood order ? Thefe were fome of thc
bitter, and in a good meafure, the natural fiuits
of that un]mpvy meafure which precceded them.
Nor were'we' wholly unapprchcnﬁsc of {fome-
thing fill worfc ; of having a morc dreadful
fecne,even a feene of blood and flaughter opened !

1 will not be particular bere ; but aﬂ you whai
vou think of Britith ﬁzbje&s making war upon
Vritifh fubje@s on this connnem' W hat might
1Lis Lave te rmm»lcd i 2 Perhapsin nothmo lefs
1han hc rw 1) wf l'w-- colarnics, an:‘. the devnfall

' .
o)
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of a certain great kingdom, which has long beeg
the fupport of other ftates, the terror of her
enemies, and the envy and glory of Europe !—

1f I had myfelf, once, fome apprehenfions of this
kind, as I confcfs I had I was very far from be-

ing fingular therein. Onc of the beft judges of
fuch matters, that any nation or age ever afford-

ed, as well asone of the beft men, and moft ac-

complifhed orators, {peaking on this point in a
certain auguft affembly, is reported to have ex-
prefled himfelf thus. “ On a good, on a found
“bottom, the force of this country can crufth
“ America to atoms. I know the valor of your
“ troops; I know the fkill of your officers.—

.“ But on this ground, on the STamMp-acT,

“ when fo many here will think it a crying in-
“ juftice, I am one that will lift up my hand

“againlt it. In Jfuch a caufe your fuccefs may
“ be hazardous. AMERICA, if sHE fcll, would
“ fall like a ftrong man, would cmbracc the pil-
“ lars of flate, and pull down the conffitution

“ along with ber”” Thus the great patron of
America. TEven the remoteftapprehenfions of this
kind, muft give a very fenfible pain to any Ame-
rican, who at once fincerely loves hisown coun-
try, and wiflies tlnt the happy civi/ conflitution,
the ftrength and glory of Great Britain may be

as
t TheRightfion v o« Pirr,Ufg:--Butthe anthor thinks
!tdplC(L of ftice die s fopreat and refpeclable aname, to
acknowledge that e hies no boiie rauthoriy ior mentnomng‘.
on this particular occalion. than that of the’ rublic prints, late-
17 fpread over America; gitiog 2n account of forne debates in
the honorable Houe ci ko"nm(mc He alio 2clmovicdses,
thar this us w1 the autheitty he has for cidng fome otha?
I\““o ooy ards, as o 1} g ‘ltliflwua Nuthd
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s lafting as the world, and flill increafing ; as

God is my witnefs, I both wifh and pray. If

Britain, whizh has long been the principal fup-
port of liberty in Europe, and is, at lcaft was,
the chis=i buiwark again{t that moft cxecrable of
~all tyrannies, Popery, fhould in defiroying her
colonies deftroy herfelf ; (Heaven forbid it !)
what would become of thofe few ftates which
arc now free ! what, of the proteftant religion ?
The former might, not improbably, fall before
the Grand Monarch on this fide the Alps ; the
Yatter before the Succeffor of the apoftle Judas,
end Grand Vicar of Satan,beyond them ; and fo,
at length, oncuniverfal defpotifm fwallow upall!
Some of us had, lately, painful apprehenfions of
this kind, when there was talk of a great mili-
tary force coming to famp America into a parti-
cular kind of fubjedtion, to which moft peoplg
here have an invincible averfion.
- It would, doubtlefs, have been a noblc cffort
of genius and humanity inth¢ ~———what fhall 1
call them ? fowlers or financers?—to extort a
little money from the poor colonies by force
of arms, at the iifque of fo much mifchief to
America, to Britain, to Europe, to the world.
- And the golden temptation, it is faid, took with
‘too many, fora while. A Pandora’sbox, or Tro-
~ Jan hoer, indecd ! |
- O miferi, que tanta infania, cives !
Creditis avettos hofles ? aut ulla putatis
Dowa carcre dolis Danalim? fic potus—? 4
But not to digrefs. 1 have now briefly 1e¢-
- minded you of our late fad, perplexed, alaiming
areumflanecs

1 Tn 11,
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cdrcumfances; not for the fake of reproaching
thofe who brought us-into them, but to excite
your gratitude to God, for our deliverance out
of them, and for our prefent happy condition.

The REPEAL, the REPEAL has at once, ina
aood meafure, reftored things to order, and com-
pofed our minds, by removing the chief ground
of our fears. The courfe of juftice between man
and manis nolonger obftrued ; commerce lifts
up her head, adorned with golden trefles, pearls
and precious ftones. All things that went on
right before, are returning gradually to their for-
mer courfle ; thofe that did not, we have reafon
to hope, will go on better now ; almoft every’
perfon you meet, wears the fmiles of content-

ment and joy-; and even our flaves rejoice, as

tho’ they had received their manumiffion. Indeed,
all the lovers of liberty in Europe, in the world,
have reafon to rejoice; the caufe is infome mea-
{ure common tothem and us. Blefled revolution'!
glorious change ! How great are our obligations
for it to the fupreme Governor of the world ?
He hath given us beanty for afbes, and the ot/ of
gladnefs for the fpirit of heavinefs : He hath
turned our groans into fongs, our mourning into
dancing : He hath put off orr fackcloth,and gird-
edus with gladne/:, to the end that our tongues,
onr glory may fing praijes to bim. Let us all
then rejoice in the T.ord, and give honor to him ;
not forgetting to add theobedience of our lives,
as the belt facrifice that we can offer to Heaven!
and which, if negle@ced, will prove all our other
facrifices have been but oftentation and hypo-
crify, which arc an abewination to the Lord.

The
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The apeftle Peter makes a natural tranfition
from fearing God to bonoring the King. Lect
ime, accordingly, in the next place, exhort you,
iy friends and- brethren, to a refpeétful, loyil
and dutiful manner of fpeech and condu&, re-
fpe@ting hisMajefty and hisgovernment: thereby
imaking a fuitable return to him for the redrefs
of our late grievances. I ara, indeed, well ap-
prifed of the firm attachment of thefe coloniesin
general, and of our own province in particular,
to the King’s perfon, and to the protcflant fuc-
ceflion in EIS illuftrious Houfe ; for the prefer-
vation of which, thereis hardly a native of New-
England, who would not, upon conftitutional

principles, which are thofe of liberty, chearfully

hazard his life ; or even more lives than one, if
he had them to lay down in fo good 2 caufe.
I have not the leaft fufpicion of any difaffection
ih you to his Majefty : But yet the duty of fub-
je€s to Kings, and to all that arcin authority, is
{requently to be inculcated by the minifters of
the gofpel, if they will follow the example of the
apoftles in thisrefpe&. And the ptefent occafion
fecms particuldrly proper to reniind you of that
smpottant duty ; fince we have now before us 4
recent and memorable proof of his Majefty’s
mcderation, his attention to the wclfare of his
people, and readinefs, fo far as in him lics ac-
cording to the conftitution, to redrefs their grie-
vances, on reafonable and humble complaint.
1f any porfons among us have taken it unkindly,
that his Majefly fhould have given his royal
aflent to an aét, v hich they think was an infrac-
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tioi of thofe liberties dand privileges, to which
they were juftly intitled ; and if, the ufudl tide
and fervor of their loyal affe@tion is in" any
degree abated ofi thdt account; yet, furely,
the readinefs which his Majefty has fhewn to
hear and redrefs his people’s wrongs, ought to

'Fivc ¢ new fpring, an additional vigor to their

loyalty and obedience. Natural parents, thro’
human frailty, and miitakes about fa&ts and

circumftances, foinetimes provoke their children to

wrath, tho’ they tendetly love thei, and fincere-

ly defire their good. But what affectionate and.
dutiful child ever harboured refeniment on any
fuch account, if the grievance was removed,
on a dutiful reprefentation of it? Hardly any
thing operates fo ftrongly on ingemuous minds,
tho’ perhaps of §uick refentment, as the mild
condefcenfion of a faperior to the force of reafon
and right on the part of the inferior. I fhall
make no application of this, any farther than
to remind you, that Britifh kings arc the po-
litical FATHERs of their people, and the pco-
ple thcir CHILDREN ; the former are not #y-
rants, or event maflers ; the latter are not flaves,
or even fervants.

Let me farther exhort you to pay dué ref-
pcé in all things to the Britith Parliament ; the
Lords and Commons being two branches of
the fupreme legiflative over all his Majefty’'s
dominions. The right of parliament to fuper-
intend the gencrai affairs of the colonies, to
dire@, check or controul them, fccms to be
fuppoted-in their charters ; all which, 1 thi‘nl!c,,

1 | whils
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t’-w’hilc they. grant the power of lcgiflation, limit refpe&tfu), tho' not abjec and fervile lp'etitib'ng,

R

the exercife of it to the enacting fuch laws as to {eek the redrefs of fuch fuppofed grievances.
Are mot contrary to the laws of England, or i The coloniits are men, and need not be afraid
Great-Britain ; fo that our fevera] legiflatures to affert the natural rights of men; they are
are fubordinate to that of the mother-country Britith fubjcéts, and may juftly claim the com-
,w!ii.ch extends to and over all the King'’s do- Y men rights, and all the privileges of fuch, with
‘minions : At leaft, fo far as to prevent any plainnefs and freedom. And from what has
Farts of them from doing what would be jther | lately occured, there is reafon to hope, that the
~ deftrudive to cach other, or manifetly to the Parliament will ever hereafter be willing to hear
Juin of Britain, I might be of the moft dan- and grant our juft requefts ; efpecially if any
.gerous. confequence to the mother-country, to | gricvances fhould take place, fo great, fo ge-
telinquith  this fuppofed authority or right, neral and alarming, as to unite all the colonies
which, certainly, has 4] along been recognized in petitioning for recrefs, as with-one voice.
by the colonies ; or to leave them dependent The humble united prayers of three or four
on the crown only, fince, probably, within a . miilion loyal fubjeds, fo connected with Great-
century, the fubjeds in them wil] be more than ‘ Britain, will not be thought unworthy of a fe-
thmce aS - numcrous as thofe of Great-Britain | rious attenticn ;- cpecially when feconded by
indIrcland.  And, indeed, if the colonies are , fuch {pirited refolutions and conduét of the A-
propetly parts of the Britifh empire, as it is merican Mcrchants, as they -have lately given
both their intereft and honor to be, it feems an exampl: of.  Humble petitions, /o enforced;
,u!.wfurd to deny, that they are {ubje& to the always carry ‘great weight with them ; and, if
.f‘r.‘gj'l‘t' it amhorit.y therein, or not Eound to vield juft and reafonable, will doubtlefs meet with a
_ubcu:mc.g 0 1t. I hope there are very few fuitable return, as in the late inftance ; fince
PeCpic, IF any, in the colonies, who have the Great-Britain can fearce {ubfift without the trade
Ic:aif inclination to renounce the general jurif- | of her colonics, which will be ftill increafing:
distian of Parliament cver them, whatever we | And an equitable, kind treatment of them, on
fuay thick of the particular right of taxaticn. | her part, will firmly bind them to her by the
I, in any particular cales, we fhoyld think our torecfold cord of duty,interclt and filial affedtion ;
belves hélfd’y_ treated, laid under needlels and {uch an one as the wife- man {ays, is not eafily
}‘{m'(:u'fonablc reftrictions, or curtailed of ary Eroken : This would do more, far more to re-
’z;tfr:‘rti‘frs or pivilezes, which other our fellcw tain the colonics in due fubjrQion, tham all the
LIRS dUcemnen enjoy ; we have an vn- fizers or troops fbe weuld thuw proper to fend
aseabted okt to complaip, and, by humble and for that ourpofe, ‘
' - = ' * b o L o
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- But to return; we ought, in honor to our-
felves, as well as duty to the King and parlia-
ment, to fruftrate the malicious prophecies, if
not the hopes of fome perfons in Britain, who
‘haye predicted the moft ungrateful and indecent
returns from us to our mother-country, for de-
liverance from the late grievances. It has been
~ foretold that, in confequence thereof, the co-

lonies would grow infcﬁqnt and afluming ; that
they would affe&t a kind of triumph over the
authority of parliament ; that they would little
or nothing regard it hereafter, in other cafes ;
that they would give fome broad intimationg
of their opinion, that it was not for want of
inclination, but of power, that the late grievous
a& was not enforced ; that they wou d treag
their brethren in Britain in an upworthy, dif-
refpe@tful manner; and the like."’ " Such things
as thefe have been predicted, and, probably, by
thofe very fowlers who contrived the frare, from
which, to their great mortification, our foul is
now efcaped as a bird. Let us, my brethren,
(for it is in our power, and it is our duty) make
{uch men falfe prophets, by a contraiy beha-
viour ; “ prophets of the deceit of their own
“ hearts.” This might, probably, vex them
forely ; fince it is likely, their chief aim is, tp
bring about a fixed, confirmed difaffeion on
our part, and a fevere refentment on the other,
while the jealous enemies of the growing pow-
er of Britain, wagg their ever-plotting and en-
terprizing heads, faying, “Abha ! fo we would
S¢ have it Let us highly reverence the iu-
preme
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preme authority of the Britith empire, which
to us is the higheft, under that of heaven.—
Let us, as much as in us lies, cultivate harmo-
ny and brotherly love between our fellow fub-

jeds in Britain and our felves. We fhall doubt-

lefs find our account in this at laft, much more
than in a contrary way of proceedipg. There
are no other people on carth, that {fo * natu-
“ rally care g)r us.” We are connefted with
them by the frongeft ties ; in fome meafure by
blood ; for look but a century or two back,
and you will find their anceftors and ours, in 2
great meafure the fame <Fc:rfons, though their
pofterity is now fo divided. We are {trongly
connedted with them by a great commercial in-
tercourfe, by our common language, by our
common religion as proteftants, and by being
fubjects of the fame King, whom God long pre-
ferve and profper, while his enemies are cloath-
¢d with {hame. L

" If we confider things properly, it is indeed
our great felicity, our beft fecurity, and high-
eft glory in this world, to fland in fuch are-
lation as we do, to fo powerful an empire ;
one which rules the ocecan, and wherein the
principles of liberty are 1n gencral predomi-
nant. It would be our mifery, if not our ruin,
to be caft off by Greut-Britain, as unworthy
her farther regards. What then would it be,
in any fuppofcably way, to draw upon ourfelves
the whole wcight of her juft refentment !
What are e in the hands of that nation,which
fo lately triumphed cver the united powers of
France and Spain? Though it wull, indeed,

o~
w
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be acknowledged, that fhe did this in a great
meafure, by mcans of her commurchal in-
tercourfe with, "and aids from the colonies :
Without which the muft probably have made

a more inglorious figure at the end, than fhe

did at the beginning of the laft war ; even tho’
Mr. PrrT himfelf had had the fole dire@icn
of it under his Majefty.~~Confider how many
millions of pcople there are in other countries,
groaning in vain under the iron fceptre of mer-
“cilefs defpotifm, who, if they were but imper-

foftly apprifed of the happinefs we enjoy, would

moft ardently defire to be in our fituation, and

to ftand in the like relation to Great Britain:

Let us not be infenfible of our own felicity in
this refpe ; let us not entertain a thought of
novelties or innovations, or be “ given to change.”
Let us not indulge to any groundlefs jealoufics
of illintentions towards us in our mother-country,
whatever there may be in fome defigning in-
dividuals, who do the devil’s work, by fowing
difcord. Itis for the intereft of Britain, as fbe
well knows, to retain theaftection of thefe grow-
ing colonics, and to treat them kindly to that
end: And this bond of intereft on her part, is
the ftrongeft fecurity to us, which we can
have in any political relation whatever. We
are abound, in honor to the King and Parlia-
ment, to fuppofe, that it was not for want of
ability to enforce a late a&t, and to crufh us,
that it was repealed ; but from a conviction of
ihe inexpediency, the dangerous confequences, and

- many
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imany inconveniencies: of continuing it. And

the like reafons will probably operate. forever
againft any a& of the fame nature, and  grow
{tronger and ftronger. -

It can anfwer no valuable end, for us to
harbour grudges -or fecret refentment on ac-
count of redrefled and paft grievances ; no
good end wantonly and grofsly to infult, and
thereby to incenfe any particular powerful
perfons on the other fide of the watcr, as the
fuppofed enemies of the colonies. To me
this feems impolitic at leaft ; as it may per-
haps make fuch perfons our cnemies, if they
were not fo before ; or, if they were, fix their
enmity ; and make them more induftrious than
ever in feeking opportunities to do us milchief.
Much lefs can it anfwer any good end, to af-
fect to triumph over the power of Parliament :
This would, in fhort, appear cqually infolent,
difloyal and ridiculous, in the cyes ot all fober,
unprejudiced men. May Cod give us the wif-
dom to behave ourfelves with humility and
moderation, on the happy fuccefs of our late
remonftrances and ftruggles!---We are bound
in honor fo to behave, not only that we may
fruftrate the malignant predictions before re-
fereed to, but that we may anfwer the juft
expefation o! our friends in Britain, who
{o nobly efpoufed our caufe, and, as it were,
pawned their own honor, ( how great and
ficred a pledge!) for our good condud, if
our gricvances were removed. By fuch an
engagement they did us honor, as it manifdled
their candid and kind fentiments concerping
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us. This lays us under an additional obligati:
on, in point of gratitude, to that good beha--
viour, which would have been our duty with-
outit. I cannot but here remind you parti-
cularly of the words of that immortal patriot
in Parliament, who has now a fecond time,
been the principal means of faving Britain and
her colonies from impending ruin. T ¢ Say,”
faid ke, ¢ the Americans have not in ll things
“ afted with prudence and temper : They
have been wrong'd ; they have been driven
to madnefs by injuftice. Wiil you now pu-
nith them for the madnefs you have occafio-
ned ? Rather let prudence and temper come
firft from this fide; I WILL UNDERTAKE
“ ForR AMERICA that fhe will follow the ex-
“ ample.” WhatSON, either of AMERICA or of
.I.IBERTY is there, that has the leaft fpark of
ingenuity, who can help being touched and

pencetrated to the inmoft recefles of the heart,
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by { uch magnanimous and generous cxpreffi- °

ons in behalf of the colonies? Who is there,
that would not almoft as willingly die, as that
THAT illuftrious Patron of America fhould
ever have occafion to be athamed of efpoufing
its ¢aufe, and making -himfclf anfwerable {or
us ? We had other advocates of diftinguithed
eminence and worth, who generonfly came
under fimilar engagements for us. God for-
bid, my brethren, that any one of them fhould
ever have the leaft reafon to blufh for his il
Placed' confidence in us ; asall of them will,
it we fhew any wnworthy behsviows sowards

_1 The Rt. Hon, My, PITY, the
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the King, the Parliament or our Mother-conit
try, after this proof of their moderation, and
regard for us. And if They, our friends, fhould
have caufe to blufh for us in this relpec, what
muft we do for ourlelves ! Where fhall we find
caverns far enough removed from the light of
day, in which to hide our heads! Or what rea-
{on fhall we hdve to expe@ friends, advocates
and fponfors dgain, how much foever we may
need them, if we have no more regard for the
Honor of thofe who appeared for u$ at the
late dlarming erifis ; when it was accounted al-

moft criminal to fay dny thing in our behalf?
~ Let me fubjoin, that as the good people of
this province had the honar to lead in'a {pirited,
tho’ decent and refpe@ful application for the
redrels of our late grievances ; methinks they
thould now be ambitious to have the honor of
leading in 4 prudert, temperate, wife behavi-
our, in confequence of the fuccefs ; and, if need
¢, as [ hope there is not, ambitious of fetting an
example of mroderation and difcretion to other
¢olonies. This honor would be equal to the
firlt mentioned ; 4hd vould probebly recommend
us greatly to thofe, whom it will always be our
intereft and duty to pleafe ; fo long, at leaft, as
we can do it withont renouncing our birth-right.
It will contribute to remove anyimpreflions that
may have oeen madeof late, to our difadvantage.
It will atorce gratify our beft friends, and falfify
the {landers of our enemies, who delight in re-
prefenting us as a {cditious, factious and turbus-
lent fort of people, who cannot endure the
wholfom:
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wholfome and ncecffary reftraints of govern<
ment.  May God rcbuke them for, and forgive
them this wrong !

Let notie fufpeét that, becaufe I thus urge the
duty of cultivating a clofe harmony with our
mother-country, and a dutiful fubmiflion to the
King and Parliament, our chief grievances being
rcdreifcd I mean to difwade people from having
a juft concern for their own rights, or legal, con-
(Hitutional privileges.  Hiftory, one may prcfume
to {ay, affords no cxample of any nation, coun-
try or people long free, who did not take fome

carc of themiclves : and endcavour to guard and

fecure their own hbcmcs., Power is of a grgj‘p_

ing, encroaching nature, in all beings, except in

HIM, to whom it cmphancally ‘¢ bclongcth "’

and who is thc only King that, m rchgzous or
moral fenfe, * cando no wrong.” Power aims at
extending itelf, and operating according to mere
will, wllcrc-cver it meets with no balance, check
controul or oppofiticn of any kind. For which
reafon it will always be necceflary, as was faid

before for thofe who would prefcric and per-

petuate thelr liberties, to guard them with a
wakeful attention ; and inall righteous, juft and
prudent ways, to oppoﬁ: the Fr {t encroachments
on them. “Obfta _principiis.”  After a while it
will be too late.  For ia theftates and kingdoms
of this world, it lnppcns as it does in the ficld
o¢ church, according to the well-known parable,

to this purpufc . That while men flecp, then the
nemy cometh aid fueeth tares, which cannot be

rooted out agdin Gl the end of the world, with-

cut rooting out the w/eet with them. 1f
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11 may be indulged here in faymg a f’ew

words more, rcfpcé‘tmrr my notions of liberty in
general, fuch as they are, it fhall be as follows. -

Having been initiated, in youth, in the doc-
trines of cml liberty; as they were taught by
{uch men as Plato, Demofthenes, Cicero and
other renowncd perfons among the ancients ;
and {uch as Sidney and Milton, T ocke and Hoads
ley, among the modcrns s 1 liked themn ; they
feemed rational. Having, earlier ' f}ill learnt

from the holy feriptures, that wile, braye and

virtuous men  were alvAays friends, to liberty ;

that God gave the Ifraclites ang [or, abfolute
Mf)'nruh] in his anger,becauft they had npt fenfe
anl virtue enough to like a free commen- -wealth,
"m to have himfelf for thcermg . that the Son
of God came down from heaven, to make us

4 frec ind e 17 and that “ where the Spllltof the

Lo:dis, therz is llbert) this made me conclude,
that ﬂccdom was a great bleffing.  Having,alfo,
fron my childhoad up, by the - kind providence
of my God, and the tender care of a good pa-
reat now acreft with Him, been educated to the
love of liberiy, tha' not of lice atioufneds ; which
("“1 te and virtgous paflion was fiill 1ur¢ufcd 5
_as 1 advanced towards, and into, manhood ;
I wouH not, I canaotnow, tho’ Laﬂ middle ‘5( ,
relinguaith the fair obje& of my youthful afice-
tions, LIRERTY ; whofe charms, inftead of dee
caying with time in my eyes, have daily capti-
vared me more ani more. 1 was, “wrtlmgly,
penetrated with the moft {enfible g ef, vhm
anout the fir 1 o/ J\J vember lyft, that ddy ol (2
| | | mf.,
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nefs, 2 day hardly to be numbered with the other
days of the year, SHE f{ecmed akout to take her
ﬁnal departure from America, and to leave that
ugly Hag Slavery, the deformed child of Satan,
in her room. I am now filled with a propor-
tionable degree of joy in God, on occafion of
HeR fpeedy return,with new fmiles on her face,
with augmented beauty and fplendor.——Once
more then, Hail! celeftial Mand the daughter of
God, and, excepting his Son, the firft-born of
hcavcn Wclcometo thefe fhores again ; wel-
come to every expanding heart ! Long mayeft
thou refide among us, the delight of the vufc,
%ood and brave’; the protc@refs of innocence
rom wrongs and 0ppreﬂ' ion, the patronefs of
learning, arts, eloquence, virtue, rational loyalty,
religion ! And if any miferable people on the
continent or ifles of Evrope, after being weaken-
ed by luxury, debauchery, ‘'venality, intcftine
quarrels, or -other vices, fhould in the rude
collifions, or now-uncertain revolutions of king-
doms, be driven, ‘in their extremity, o

feck a fafe retreat from flavery in fome far-

diftant climate ; let them find, O let them
“ind "one in Amenca under thy brooding,
sacred ‘wings ; where our opprefled fathers
once found i, and we mow enjoy it, by the
favor of Him, whofc férvice is the moft glo-
rious frcedom ! Never, O never may He per-
mit thee to forfake us for our unworthinefs to
enjoy thy enliven'ng prefence ! By His high per-
miffion, attend us thro’ life AND DEATH tothe
regions of the blefled, thy crigical ctode, there

| . | {0
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to enjoy forever the “ glorious liberty of the
¢ fons of God !"——But I torget myfelf ; whi-
ther have I been hurried by this cnthuﬁaﬁn, or
whatever elfe yau will plcafc to call it ? I hope
your candor will forgive this odd excurfion, for
which I hardly know how to account myfelf.
There were two or three things more whxch
] inteaded to fay relative to this joyful occafion.

To go on then, thefe colonies are better than
ever apprifed of their own weight and confe-
quence, when united in a legal 0ppoﬁtlon to
any unconftitutional, hard and grievous treat-
ment; which may he an advatntage to them.
God often brmgCth good out of evil ; or what
is intended for evil by men, is by him meant for
good. So it was particularly in the memorable
cafcof Jofeph, whom his hard-hearted, envious
brethren fold as a flave into Egypt. Thcre he

‘became grear, and his Father and brethren were

at length obliged to have recourfe to him, to
keep them and their’s from perifhing. And
thus, ot improbably, may good come out of
our late troubles, as well as out of thofe oppref- .
fions, which occafioned the flight of our fore-
fathersinto the defarts of America. The great
fhock which was lately given to our liberties,
may end in the confirmation and enlargement

~of them : As it is faid the ftatcly oaks of the

foreft tike the deeper root, extend their arms

the farther, and exalt their vcncrablc heads the
higher for being agitated by ftorms and tempefts,
provided they are not acually torn up, rent in

picczs, or quite blafted by the lightning of hea-

ven.
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ven. And who knows, our liberties being thus
‘eftablithed, but that on fome future occafion,
when the kingdoms of the carth are moved, and
roughly dathed one againftanother, by Him that
“ takcth up the ifles as a very little thing,” we,
or our pofterity may even have the great felicity
and honor to * fave much people alive,” and
keep Britain herfcf from ruin. [ hope fhe will
never put it out of our power, by deftroying us ;
or out of the inclinatior of 2ny, by attempting it
It is tobe hoped, thecolonics will neverahu:{z
or mifapply anyinflucnce which they may hav,
when unitcd as aforcfaid ; or difcover a (pirit f
murmuring, difcontent or impaticnce uncer the
government of Great Britain. {o longas they are
Juﬂl and kindly treated. On the other hand,
it is to be hoped. they will never lofe aJu{ch{c
of liberty, or what they may reafonably «xpe@t
from thc mother-country.  Thefe things they
will keep in mind, if they are wife ; and culti-
vate a firm fricndfhip and union with cach other
upon cqual tcrms, as far as diftance and other
circumftances will allow, And if cver there
frould be occafion, as 1 fincerely hope and pray
there may not, their late experience and {ucceSs
will teach them how to a&, in order to obtain
theredrefsof gricvances ; 1 mean, by joint. man-
lv and fpirited, but yet rcfpc&ful and loyal peti-
tioning.  Sctting ifidc fome excefles and out-
rages, which all fober men join in condemning,
1 believe hiftory affords few examples of a inore
general, generous and Juf fonfe of liberty inany
country, than kas appearcd in America mthl;n
- tac
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the vear paft: In which- time thé mdrcantila
part in particular have done themfclves much
honor, and had'a great fhare in preferving the
liberties of the plantations, when in the moft
imminent danger: Tho’ this is not faid with the
lealt thought of reflecting on any other body or
order of men, as wanting in their endeavours to
the fame noble end. Had we patiently reccived
thc yoke, no one can tell when,or whether ever
it would have been 1aken off. And if there be
{ome animals, adapted by nature to bear hcavy
burthens Iubmlfﬁxely, one of which, however, is
faid, on a certain occaﬁon, to have the gift of

Speech, and expoftulated with his mafter for un-

jufltly fmiting him ; I hope the Americans will
ncver be reckoned as belor.'*mg to that fpiritlefs,
{lavith kind, tho’ their “ powers of fpeech”
thould not, in the opinion of fome namelcfs,
heroic pamphlcteer-fecoffers in Britain, exceed
thofe of the other. However defedtive they
inay bein point of “eloqucnce, t Ithank God
they can at leaft feel, and <omplain fo as to be
tolerably underflood.
" If your patience will hold out. I will add a
few words further, by way of advice, and fo
conclude. While we endcavour to cultivate
harmony and union with our mother- country
and our {ifter-colonies, in all generous and man- -
Iy ways, we thould not, furclv, negleét to culti-
vate the fame ameag ourftlves.
There have, Iam forry to fay - it, but rea]ly
there have lately been many vnwarrantable jea-

foufies,
An. abufive, fnperfizial pamphletin fuvorcfther c.z.x.rx.sct
¢l late munliiry.
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loufies, and bitter mutual reproaches among
the people of this town and province, occa-
fioned by that unhappy meafure, which has been
fo often referred to. Even wife and good men,
tho’ all equally againft that meafure, could net,
Dowever, agree what was to be done, upbn

the maxims of prudence, tho’ alike concerned

~ for the public welfare.  Accordingly fome were
blamed as too warm and fanguine, others as too

phlegmatic and indifferent, in the common and -
noble caufe of liberty. Many were cenfured,

and fome, [ am well affured, very unjuftly, as
being friends to, and enconragers of, the fatal
meafure aforefaid. Buthow farthefe accufations
were juftor unjuft,on either ﬁdc,,I will not take
upon me particularly to determine. Be that as
it may, is it mot beft, my Brethren, to let thefe
contentions fubfide, how the end is cbrained,
and we have fo faira profpe& before tis? Are
there any valuable ends to be anfwered .by per-
petuating thefe difputes? I cannot readily con-
ceive any: Perkans itis, becaufe I have lefs pene-
tration than moft others. Be it asit will, I
know One, and One whom we all profefs to
revercnce, who Dath faid,  Blefled are the peace-
“ makers, for they fhall be called the children
“ of God.” And, ¢ Let us ftudy the things that
‘“ makefor peace”, faid he that was notbehind the
chicf ot the apoltles, *“ and the things wherewith
“ one may edify another.” Thefe fayings may
apologize for me, if I'am wrong in * preaching
peace” at thistime.  Andif none will be offend-
ed withracfor fpeaking plainty astothis mattter,

To
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To. e it teilly-feems moft prudent, moft. chrifs

.tian, to bury in oblivion what is paft ; to be-

in our civll, political life anew as it were, from
this joyful and glorious ziaof reftoredand con-
firmed liberty ; to be at union among ourfelves ;

to abftain from all party riares and national re-
Hections, refpedting any of our fellow fubjeéts ;

dnd to exett -ourfelves, in our feveral fticions,
to promote the common good, “ by love fer-

- “ ving onie another.” Let us make allowinces

mutually for humati frailty, for our differeht
views and conceptions of things, which may

‘be in agreat meafure unavoidable ; fordifference
of natural conftitution, an uriequal flow of ani-

mal fpirits, or firerigth of nerves : Let no one

“tenfure another more hardly, if itall, than the

neceflity of the cafe plainly requires. I hope
thefe councils of peace will be not difrelifhed

by any “Son of peace,” or any wife and good
~man, that does me the hohor to be my auditor

on this accafion ; for I mean not to give of-
ferice, but only to do good. Such councils as
they are, I humbly commend ther: to the Cod
of love and peace, to whofe hoiy will T believs
them agreable, for his blefling ; that they may
have their jult influence on all that hear them.
And you will not forget, that we muft all one

~day give an account to Him ; fo that it neatly

concerns us to have our ways, motives, and all

our doings approved by himy. In fine,
Let us all apply ourfelves with diligence, and
in the fear of God, te the duties of our refpec-
G uve
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t'iv‘c‘ ftations. There ha} been a gcn;m[dim,?x;t L
Hve g ‘

tion among us for a long time ; a great neglect
and ftagnation of bufinefs. Even the poor,
and labouring part of the community, whom
I am very far from defpifing, have had fo much
to fay about government and politics, in the
late times of danger, tumule and confufion,
thatmany of them feemed to forget, they had
any thing to do. Methinks, it would now be
expedient for them, and perhaps for moft of
us, to do fomething more, and talk fomething
lefs ; every one * ftudying to be quijet, and to
dp bis own bufinefs;;” Jetting thingsreturn peace-
ably into their old channels, and natural courfes,
atter {o fong ‘an interruption. My immediate
aim in' what I now fay, being only fo recom-
mend induftry, good - order and l?armqny,
I will not meddle with the thorny queftion,
whether, or how far, it may be jultifia ‘le. for
privatc men, at certain extraordinary conjunc-
tures, to take the adminiftration of government
in fome refpe@s into their own hands. Self-

prefervarion being a great and primary law of

nature, and to be confidered as antecedent to
all civil laws and inftitations, which are’ fuboy-
dinate and fubfervient to the other ;" the right
of fo doing, in fome circumftances, cannot well
be denied.  But certainly, there is ro plaufible
pretence for fuch a conduét among us now.
That which may be excufeable, and perhaps
Ludable, on fome very. fingular emergencics,
would at other times be pragmatical, feditmuz,
v - an

~ had enough already ; tho’ at the fame time 1
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and high-hand=d prefunption. Let all there.
fore now join with heartandhind in ﬁippbrtinfg
the lawful, " conftitutional ‘government over ns
in its juft dignity and vigor; in fupporting his
Majefty's Reprefentative, the civil magiftrates,
and all perfons in authority, in the lawful ek-
ercife qu their feveraloffices. 'No true friend of
liberty can reafonably obje& againft this ; and
if any perfons thould, it would fhew that, while
they fpeak great fwelling' words of vanity, ma-
king liberty the pretext, they themfelves are the
fervants of corruption, the ignoble flaves of fin.
Without this due regard to government and
laws, we fhall Rill be miferable, my friends,
notwithftanding all that God and the King hate
done to make us happy, If ape had wings
like a dove, it were better to fly far’away, and
remain alonein the wildernefs, where he might
be at reft, than to live'in 2 fociety where there
is no order, ii0 {ubordination ; but " anarchy
and confufion reign.’ OF thefe’ we have furcly

blefs God, that there has not been much mmore,
conflidering the great danger in which we have
been with the general alarm and confternation,
by reafon of thay which is faid to make ¢ even
awife man mad,” and much more the rafh and
indifcrete, of whom there is a great proportion
inall communities; confidering alfo the abfo-
lute neceflity there was, or at leaft feemed to
be. of fome vcry uncommon ftruggles and ex-
ettions, in ofder fo break the fare, and ghe
- | I natural
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hatural impetuofity of many people’s - tempets.
8o important a change in the fituation of public
-affairs, fo gteat a delivetance, has, perhaps,
.feldom been brought about in any country,
with fo little criminal excefs, vnlefs it were
done by God alone, without the inftrumenta-
- lity or-agency of Men, by nature liable to fo
‘many error$ and. infirmities. But . whatever
- there has been of this kind, ought to be, and I
hope is, lamented by all good men. May that
- God, in whom our help has been, continue to
prote& us, our rights and privileges! May he
‘dire@ ouvr. paths thro’ this- uncertain life, and
all the changes of it ; and, of his infinite mer-
€y ingcfus Chrift, finally bring us all to thofe

aceful dnd glorious regions, where no evil

iriig, no wicked fomulers will come; where
no _frares will befpreadfor v ; no proud waters
20 go over our foul ! And if we hope for admif-
fion into thofe cternal manfions ofp joy, let eve-
1y one of u3, as the apoftle Peter exherts, ¢ ho-
* nor all nten, love the brotherhood, fearGOD,
“ henor thie King.,” ~

AMEN!




