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T O A

F R I E N D, &c.

DeEarR FRIEND,

R OM the moment of my having
perufed, in a pamphlet written by

the late benevolent and learned doé&or
Fothergill, an account of the inftitution
at Ackworth, I felt a defire to vifit this
monument of well directed charity, which
even thofe, who are not members of our
fociety, have mentioned with applaufe.
Some few months have elapfed fince I em-
braced the opportunity of yrelding to this
delire. Not to obferve that I had gratified
A 3 it
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it were an injuftice to my feelings. Una-
voidable avocations withdrew me from the
{pot, after continuing there only two dayvs ;
a thort period for my inquiries concerning
an cftablithment which may, without pre-
fumption, be ftiled acceptable to the
GREAT SOURCE of bounty, bce-
caufe it is an earthly blefiing for a portion

of his creatures.

If I had viewed a place where the young
mind was to be trained to knowledge and to
virtue, withouta »;ariety of profitable refle-
&tions, 1 thould have blufhed afterwards at
{o culpable an indifference. It was on this
occafion that the fentiments which I fubmit
to thy perufal came crouding in upon me,
the fafter, perhaps, becaufe I was, in fome
refpects, a ftranger to the meafures hither-
to purfued, and to the opinions of friends
in general, rclative to this interefting and
pious plan. The time was too fhort for
particular information ; and not thoroughly
obtaining it, I felt myfelf reduced to the
neceflity of fupplying the want of it by

obfervation
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obfervation and conjettures, Thefe, ac-
companied with the narrative of what I
really did difcover, will form the fubject
of my prefent letter.

The worthy Treafurer (whofe judgment,
perfcverance, and activity, difcover, whilit
they refle&t a luftre on his character. and
{prcad many advantages about the place,
that the efforts of the human mind may
rifc fuperior to increafing years) an{wered
my 1nquiries, in a manner f{o obliging,
that 1t were unjuft to conceal, on this
occafion, my grateful recolletion of the
pleafure which I felt, during an interview
that left me nothing to regret, except
the fhortnefs of its continuance. Nor is

it lefs a debt to all the perfons who fill,
under the comumittee, the feveral depart-
ments of this inftitution, to declare, that

from an affiduous attention to their
duty, an order fo happily arranged and
admirably conducted has arifen, that thofe
who have obferved it, believe that the Di-
vine Hand is ftretched over this founda-

A 4 tion
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tion for immediate good, and for the pro-
duction of bleflings which fhall dcfcend
on ages yet to come.

Even in the firft ftages of this eftablifh-
ment, children were brought, in fuch num-
bers, that mafters (of which the properly
qualified appeared dithicult to be found) were
wanting to condudt their education. At this
crifis, feveral friends, anxious to prove of
fervice to the fociety, to ftrengthen and
advance the caufe of truth, and to tranf-
mit an ufeful leflon to pofterity, ftepped
forward, and, with difinterefted zeal, de-
voted no inconfiderable portion of their
time in beftowing inftruction upon the
firft young f{cholars who were received at
Ackworth. The emulation to do good,
was diftufively extended ; more tutors pre-
fented themfclves as {ucceffors to the for-
mer ; yet even thefe were few, compa-
ratively with the increcafing number of
their pupils. The generofity of friends in
different counties had given fuch real vi-

gour
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gour and fuccefs to the proceedings of
the committee, as to enable them to pro-

vide for their maintenance and inftruc-
tion.

At this period, about one hundred and
nincty boys, and onc hundred and twenty
girls arc at Ackworth, reaping, under the
eyc of their preceptors, the advantages of
a judicious education. Not included in
this number are more than fixty child-
ren, who, on the expiration of the time
allotted for their continuance at the
fchool, returned to their parents; thus
making room for others, permitted to fup-

ply their places. The virtuous readers,
who can furvey with pleafure the thriving

progrefs of unfullied charity, will feel a
{atisfaction at being told that the terms on
which thefe children, fent (except the few
brought out of Scotland) from moft parts
of England, were admitted on this efta-
blifhment, proved adequate to the difcharge

of
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of board and clothing. But in the fame
fpirit of charity, they will lament that re-
fources arce {ill wanting ; and, if they are
bleficd with affluence, they will confider
themiclves as the {tewards of heaven, and
devote a proportional part of their pecu-
niary enjoyments, that thefe  refources,
wanted for the ﬂlpport of the foundation,

may be obtained.

It may not be improper to remark, that
the {alarics of the officers and fervants, the
repairs of the premifes, and the charges
for the conveyance of the children, mau/f
be pard.  But mer e payment to officers and
fcrvants, whote labours are fingularly affi-
duous, 1s not fufficient. All indefatigable
and uteful zeal 15 well intitled to reward.
To the cexertion of this difpofition the
fchool may ftand indebted for a multitude
of advantages. Yeteven more would iffue
from thce introduction (were it pofiible to
accomplith fuch a point) of an augment-

cd number of {chool-maiters.
I am
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[ am led to form the moft fanguine ex-
peGtations from the minute of the lait
yearly meeting, in which annual fubfcrip- |
tions were recommended to the monthly
and quarterly meetings. I give full credit
to our fricnds for the benevolent cffufions
of their hearts; and I wait, with all the
confidence of hope, to hear that fupplies,
adequate to every occafion, have been raifed
by means the leaft burthenfome to the con-
tributors. The fuccefs, which has accom-
panied the fincere endeavours taken to edu-
cate the youth at Ackworth, is a perfua-
five call to charity. I more than flatter
myfclf it will be heard ; and that the libe-
ral fubfcriptions of our friends will afford
convincing proofs that, in fupporting this
inftitution, we are influenced by one con-
genial {pirit.

When 1 refle&, that if a multitude of
children had not reccived a fhelter, from
vice and wretchednefs, in the {eminary at
Ackworth, the great duty cnjoined to us
from above, of fowing in the minds of

youth
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youth the uncorrupted fceds of truc reli-
gion and of ufeful learning, would not
have been duly regarded ; when I contem-
plate the declining condition of focicty,
which has, with too much juftice, been
afcribed to a connivance at the depar-
ture of our youth from that ingenuous
and unaffeéted fimplicity  of manners
which, under Providence, was as a wall of
defence, when we became a people; and
whilft I {lill perceive canie to apprehend,
that if the riine gencration be not effec-
tually inftrulted to obicrve < the day of
¢« fimall things,” confcquences feverely
detrimental to the fiacred interefls of that
truth which we profcfs, may rapidly firike
root; I look with joy upon that pious
inftitution, of which the doors ftand open
for the admifiion of uncultivated youth ;
and where i1mproved in the points of
{crviceable knowledge, and (what exceeds
that knowledge) the reftitude of the
heart, they may congratulate themfelves
on their efcape from thofe impreflions

which have led others to an indulgence
11
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in reproachful liberties, and on acquire-
ments which may hercafter place them
companions in the path of modeft worth,
and probity and peace amongit the ho-

nourable and bencficent members of focicty
at large. It is greatly to bec withed, that

friends were unanimous in  their opi-
nion concerning the utility of this {chool ;

that they were fenfible of the quick profi-
ciency in exercifes of feveral of the child-
ren during a comparatively fhort time of
trial ; and that they faw the awkward pu-
pils in the art of writing, of the preceding
year, emerged from incapacity, and teach-
ing penmanfhip to their companions. A
profpect of this affe¢ting nature, heighten-
ed by the grave and decent condué of the
{cholars, by the wife and gentle, yet re-
ftrictive modes of treating them, and by
the harmony and order that furround them,
would aét with irrefiftible but fweet com-
pulfion, and make the rich, and thofe who
are removed from poverty, beftow their
bounty, and rejoice to gain, as valuable in-
tereft for their donations, the confcioufnefs

of
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of having fulfilled a neceffary and import-
ant duty.

It 1s rumoured, that fome friends have
reprefled their inclinations to contri-
bute munificently to the maintenance of
this {chool, from an imaginary fear that
on the arrival of a future period, it would
be rendered fice. If the conclufion which
we mufit draw from hence is, that 200 many
advantages can defcend to pofterity, fuch
an idea may excite a {mile, but to con-
vince us that 1t 1s well founded 1s beyend

1ts power.

The maxim that every age fhould make
provifion for its own poor is, in the ab-
ftrat, too juft to be refuted. But, exa-
mined under particular points of view, it
will give way to the opinion, that every
age 1s not equally inclined to grant a main-
tenance to its poor; that the wealth of
nations, like the property of individuals,
is flu€tuating and uncertain; that many

may hereafter be circumf{cribed in the cxer-
tion
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tion of the power, which they now poflets,

of doing good with a dittinguithed libera-
lity ; and that even the defcendants of

{fome, who now withhold their contribu-
tions, may have occafion to lament that
their anceftors, refifting the pure {pirit of
diffufive charity, had not confidcred the
fchool at Ackworth as the objelt of their
bencficence. Whatever circumfitances may
arifc, it is not unnatural to imagine, that
when this very f{chool fhall have been efta-
blithed on fo broad and flourifthing a bafis,
as to preclude the ufual neceflity of fup-
port, by {ubfcriptions, opportunities of
doing good will prefent themfelves in all
ages, and in all countries, to the benevo-

lent and well-difpofed. Wherefore thould

we wait until the morrow, retaining, with-

in our hands, that which, if advanced to-
day, in pious hope that Providence would
fhed bleflings on the gift, might lead,
almoft within the moment, to great and

durable advantage? Early and bountiful
fubfcriptions would produce the happieft

of confequences. ‘This feminary, fuffici-
cntly
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ently capacious to reccive e hundred
children more might z4¢n be filled; as,

even now near fifty are on the lift,
and waiting for the next convenient ad-
miffion. The augmentation of {fubfcrip-
tions would give rife to ample and effec-
tual provifions for the many children of
indigent parents, whofe want is cheerfully,
but with dithculty, relieved by the f{inall
meetings of wkich they are members.

At the commencement of this inftitu-
tion, feveral friends were apprehenfive
that it would prove more than difhicult to
maintain a {tri€t decorum in the words and
actions of the fcholars. That amongft
three hundred children, fome, previous to
their admiffion, may have contracted dif-
graceful habits, which only feafonable
checks, and frequent admonitions, with
the Divine afliftance, could eradicate, ap-
pears a truth too evident to be difputed.
Yet it may fafely be affirmed that, in the
fchool at Ackworth, fo powerful is the
prevalence of good example, and fuch the

weight
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weight of the inftru¢tions of that love,
which ncither wounds nor f{pares, that
whatever is unbecoming, either in word or
deed, has rarely been perceived amongft
them. The reader will wonder the lefs at
this affertion, when he confiders the means
adopted to prevent thefe puerile 1irregula-
rities. T welve monitors, endued with ta-
lents f{uperior to thofe poffefiled by the
generality of their companions, and re-
taining that pre-eminence, which is the
juft refult of an invariable fteadinefs and
decorum, are appointed to affift in the
{chools, to keep a ftrit eye upon the con-
du& of the reft, and to infert the names
of the offenders in a book, exprefsly fet
apart for that purpofe. The fecond day
of the week is appointed for their trials,
at which the Treafurer and the Mafters
prefide, and, according to the nature of the
delinquency, either admonifth by ftri&t ad-
vice, or proceed to cenfure, or give orders
for correion. This book, the fervice-
able but alarming record of the tranfgre{-
fions of the children, is open to the com-

B mittee,
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mittee. The former, aware of this cir-
camftance, preferve a guard upon their
words, and, from a dread of fhame, are cau-
tious not to merit reprehenfion fromn num-
bers of refpettable and difcerning friends.
But there i1s ftill a nobler paflion which,
I thould hope, muft influence their conduét;
gratitude for tender care, for ferviceable
inftructions, and for many great advant-
ages poured on them by the properly di-
reCted hand of beneficence. Animated with
a lively fenfe of benefits reccived, they
will call up, through the permifiion of
the Divine grace, the virtuous refolu-
tion of avoiding, by every means within
their power, all caufes of offence. Yet
not alone to this difcipline is the fchool
at Ackworth materially indcbted for a va-
riety of advantages refulting from the well-
attempered order that prevails on all occa-
fions, and in all departments. Import-
ant {ervices accompany that wholefome rule
of habituating the children to the mainte-
nance of a filent attention. Silence has
been called the nurfe of thoughts. But

that
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that abftract filence, which, as a people,
we labour to obtain, partakes of a fubli-
mer nature: it leads to an exalted culti-
vation of the mind, and renders it {ufcep-
tible of impreflions from the Divine
Author of all good.

Another benefit arifes in favour of the
children who are admitted to the feminary
at Ackworth, and we may trace it in their
abfolute exclufion, through the courfe of
education, from the company of thofe
who are profeflors of a different religion.
Anxious that f{uch a circumftance fhould
totally prevail within my own fchool, I
have hitherto given admittance to no child-
ren but thofe of friends. But, I am much
miftaken if moft other fchools (Ackworth
excepted) do not receive children of
other religious communities; and hence
originates (what cannot too firictly be
avoided) a baneful intermixture of man-
ners, that wears off the truly ferviceable
decorum refulting from @ guarded educa-
tion. This inconvenience, more alarming

B2 than,
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than, at the firft glance, it may poflibly
appear, might be remedied, if friends
would more liberally encourage f{chool-
- mafters, feveral of whom are compelled,
by the neceflity of procuring f{ubfiftence
for their families, to follow this i1ncon-

venlient pra&ice.

With whatever difcontent fome parents
obferve the minute by which the children
are forbidden to accompany either them
or their friends from the {chool at Ack-
worth, to inns and other places, I hope
and truft that the committee will never be
perfuaded to give up fo wife a regulation.
Of what fervice could the indulgence prove
either to the inftitution, to the parents,
or to the children? Would not the ab-
{fence of even a few hours from the necef-
fary duties of their ftation, unhinge the
infant mind, ard draw it from the grow-
ing love of wholefome application ? Would
it not excite within the breaft of other
children a train of withes which it would
be wrong to gratify ? Should they thus

reafon with themfelves (and certainly they
would
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would) ¢ One of my fchool-fellows was in-
dulged the other day with leave of avfence,
and now my parents are come, why [hould
I be deprived of the fame pleafure 2” dif-
content might too generally prevail in the
fchool.—Should the rules be {fuffered
gradually to reclax, from the {lighteft
turning of the ftream of difcipline,
the banks of order might be broken
down, and every cultivated {pot {wept off
by the violence of the torrent. Let
parents confider this. Let them confult
their own hearts, and afk whether, when
the children are affembled, on the firft
day of the week, after meeting, either
to read the holy f{criptures, or books pub-
lithed by members of our own fociety, or,
perhaps, to receive fome other well:adapt-
ed, virtuous inftructions, they would ap-
prove of the abfence of their children: an
abfence which might at once prevent them
from gaining an increafe of good impref-
fions, and unhappily withdraw their at-

tention from all thofe which they had
hitherto received.

B 3 It
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It is needlefs to remark, that this {fchool
was eftablithed folely for the children of
friends not affluent in their circumftan-
ces. Others are accufed of having feized
the privileges to which they had no
juft title. Nor is the charge abfolute-
I groundlefs. But this circumitance will
avail little, whether it was meant to con-
demn the inftitution as prejudicial to other
{chools, or the committee who received
the children, or the friends who {ent
them. The purchafe-money was confi-
derable ; the expence of furniture rofe
high, and it was neceffary to procure and
retain fervants to take care of the premi-
fes. At this period, the fum of eight
guineas, delivered with every child, was
materiflly an object. It contributed to
the fupport of the inftitution. When the
expenditure of /erge fums had taken place,
and when numbers of children were yet
wanting to give vigour and fuccefs to that
plan of the foundation of which the lead-
ing obje¢t was to provide, on moderate
terms, a dccent board and proper cloth-

ing,
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ing, motives of found policy required at
leaft the temporary admiflion of all who
fought it. Too much cannot be advan-
ced in praife of that judicious and fuccefs-
ful deviation from a general rule, when
friends fent children to ftay during a few
months, with the view of inducing thofe
parents, for whofe fake the {chool was in-
ftituted, to part from their offspring, and
to {uffer them to reap the benefits of an
education {uited to their approaching rank
in life, and calculated to advance their
prefent, and to fecure their future welfare.
Having once gained this laudable and ufe-
ful point, f{everal friends, more than eafy
in their circumftances, voluntarily took
away their children ; and I know inftan-
ces wherein the committees have infifted
on the removal of others. It cannot be
denied but that fome children, on the
competence of whofe parents to fupply
their wants 1t 1s dithcult to determine, are
{lill refident in the fchool; but the com-~
mittee have inftrufted their agents to ufe
the greateft circumfpetion previous to the

B 4 delivery
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delivery of bills of admiflion ; and there 1s
every reafon to fuppofe, that the utmoft
care will be hereafter taken, that no detri-
ment, in confequence of this infhitution,
fhould reach to other {chools.

If any friends (but charity bids us hope
they are not to be found) are affually dif-
pofed to take ungenerous advantages of the
beneficence of others, all attemps to pal-
liate their condu¢t would not cover the
tranfgreflion. With themfelves it refts to
liften to the criminating voice of confci-
ence. Thar will tell them more forcibly
than the admonition of their fellow crea-
tures, how unjuftly they countera¢t the
original intention of the eftablifhment;
how obdurately, in the moment that the
children to be received are limited to a
precife number, they pufh the poor and
fathcrlefs from the charitable gate of that
aflylum which is thrown open to comfort
and inftruct them ; and with whata per-
verfion of the heart and underftanding, they

prevent,
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prevent, in many places, induftrious {chool -
mafters from gathering the honeft fruits of
an ecxpenfive, long and toilfome educa-
tion.

If a plan, for raifing, by {ubicrip-
tion, a fum adequate to the expences of
fending a certain number of boys of {upe-
rior genius, to fchools, that they may
be inftru&ted in the higher branches of
learning, fhould be adopted, every rea-
fon for apprehending that the {ociety
might feel the want of able teachers,
would lofe its weight. This meafure
would be an earneft of advantages that
far outitrip all common expectation.
I once wifthed that a mafter might
have been employed at Ackworth, en-
endued with learning and with talents fuf-
ficient for the purpofe of conduéting pu-
pils through the whole circle of ufeful
literary knowledge; nor even now, al-

though it may probably be infinuated,
that fuch a plan might prove of detri-

ment
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ment to other f{chools, can I entirely re-
linquifh the idea.  Too long have we been
ufed to hear, without the power of refut-
ing it, the ferious complaint that our fo-
cicty has not produced a number of ac-
complifhed fcholars.  We confefs, and lct
us intermingle our acknowlecdgments with
awful vencration of the divine fource of
righteoufncf{s and wifdom, of the ONE
ALONE, who can infpirc the mind of
man to virtuous intelligence, and throw
it into ufeful life and a&ion; we confefs
that we have reccived important obliga-
tions from the labours of Penn, Barclay,
and others, whofe fpirited, yet cool and in-
conteftible defence of our principles will be
admired, whilft any reverence for truth
and knowledge fhall remain amongft us.
Thefc celebrated writers were f{urely well
convinced of thc¢ advantages refulting
from the ftrength of human learning, and
of the power which it conferred upon its
pofleflors : and there is no doubt but the
firft mentioned author derived confiderable
benefit therefrom, not only when he pro-

ceeded to the execution of the common du-
ties,
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ties, but when he devifed the means of
cultivating and 1mproving every great con-
cern of civil life. I am therefore anxious
that one of the plans thould inftantly be
carried into execution, an order not f{olely
that Ackworth may grow flourithing under
a proper number of able teachers, but that
it may prove a nurfery of good precept-
ors (the want of which our own fociety
have too much reafon to lament) ready in
time, to be tranfplanted into other femi-
naries of ufeful learning. It were a wafte
of time to expatiatc on the difadvantages
which muft accrue from employing, in
the capacity of mafters, perfons who are
not within the pale of our profefiion.
Yet friends equal to the tafk are found
with difficulty ; and I have the teftimony
of experience to fupport me, when I de-
clare that I inquired, in vain, throughout
the courfe of feveral years, for one claffi-
cally educated, and equal to the tafk of
teaching in my fchool, I have ar /zff fuc-
ceeded. A young man ts at my fide who
reaped the advantage of having engaged

eight
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cight months as a volunteer in the fervice
of the cftablithment at Ackworth.

As I have now troubled thece with
thofc fentiments which occurred to me
on the {pot, I muft beg leave to trc{-
pafs a little longer on thy patience, and
to fubmit to thy opinion fome loofe hints
intended for the improvement of the plan
which the eommittees have adopted. On
the integrity and benevolence with which
they fet forward for the purpofe of obtain-
ing the accomplifhment of their views, it
would prove difficult to beftow too large a
portion of applaufe. Yet, as they are
anxious that the whole {yftem of their ope-
rations fhould move forward on the broad
bafis of general utility, as far as, in the
nature of human occurrences, fuch cir-
cumfitances are attainable, it i1s a tribute
of refpect to fo commendable a difpofition,
to endeavour to aflift it by the propofal of
fome regulations which, probably, are not
totally undeferving of the title of improve-

ments
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ments. [t may be atked whether that line
of education which does not run beyond
a proficiency in reading, writing, and com-
mon arithmetick, 1s not too bounded for
the future profpects of many children now
at Ackworth, whofe occupations will
demand the fuller fources of intelligence.
Could the farmer, one of that order of
men, from whom the nation in general
are warranted to expect a feries of agricul-~
tural improvement, do juftice to their
hopes, if all the powers of knowledge
were circumicribed within the art of writ~
ing, and of keeping with a tolerable accu-
racy, his own accounts? In vain then
muft we expect to find in him thofe abili-
ties which fhould affift him to {urvey land
with the beft and moft approved inftru-
ments conflructed for the purpofe; todraw
exact plans; to enter upon any tatk which
bears relation to levelling, and to the
meafurement of work performed either by
artificers, or others; to difcover why the

modern and improved inftruments of til-
lage
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lage are preferable to thofe of former
times; and, when poflefled of this difco-
very, to rife fuperior to the narrow preju-
dices of his more uncultivated brethren,
and quit the beaten path on which his an-
ceftors invariably trod. I am prepared for
the objetion, that few lads trained up to
execute the duties of a country life, could
poflibly acquire fo complete a ftock of
knowledge as to enable them to go through,
with credit and {uccefs, {fuch various em-
ployments ; and I anf{wer, that if the
exertions of the mind remain unfettered
by the tedious (and to them unferviceable)
attempts to grow converfant in the dead
languages,* they may arrive, previous to
the expiration of their fourteenth year, and

under

* Many fond and partial parents, anxious to throw
the fancied or the atual talents of their children into a
brilliant point of view, imagine that it may be reach-
c¢d by an acquaintance with the learned languages. It
1s needlefs to remark, that men of difcernment have ex-

patiated, with a fuccefsful ftrength of reafoning, upon
the
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under fuch a difcipline as that prevalent

in the eftablithment of Ackworth, at fuch
a

the benefits which muft refult from a claflical educa-
tion; nor can 1t be denied that, where abilities exift
to work upon, and leifure is not wanting, the well di-
rected ftudy of the Greek and Roman authors may en-
large the mind, giveelegance to the afte, and (what is

far beyond the glittering ornament. of learning ) difpofe
the rcader to fuch inflruétive converfation with the vir-

tuous dcad, as may direlt him to a fixed contempt for
novels and romances, which only ferve to bring the
paflions up in arms, and rangec them under the
ftandard of VICE.—It is however worthy of a ferious
invedftigation, whether thofe who difcover no tafte for
ancient literature, efpecially the defccndants of men
confined to humble lincs of life, and much deprived of
opportunities to cultivate the ﬂudy of thc €€ Bolles
¢ Lettres,”” might not, with morc advantage, apply
their time to the acquifition of a proficiency 1n fciences,
either adapted to their abilities, or immediately cone
ne&ted with the nature of their profeflion. To know
mankind ; to watch the various incidents of life ; and
meditating, from the experience of the paft, upon the
probable occurrences of the future, to perievere in
what was truly good, and dread thc repetition of what
was criminal or even ufelefs ; to thun the foolith and
the wicked ; are leffons more important than all which
could be gathered from the Greek and Roman writers;
and cafily might youth imbibc them, when proper

modcs of education fhould have imparted a facility to
the
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a proficiency in this fcience, as rarely is
obtained in common {chools.

For whatever ftations they may hereafter
be intended, it i1s requifite that &/ {hould
learn the ufe of maps, at leaft futhciently
to know the geography of their own coun-
try, and that they do not live upon the
continent. Proper maps have already been
prefented to the inftitution; and let us
hope, that from the hand of afHluence,
a pair of globes will fhortly follow.

It is equally to be wifhed, that ingeni-
ous lads, defigned for carpenters, joiners,
and builders, might learn the firft prin-
ciples of practical gecometry, and the man-
ner of fo laying down by the f{cale any

given plan, that it may preferve a juft
proportion. On this occafion, their learn-

the exercife of their underftanding, and habituated their

difpofition to the love and pradtice of thofe virtues
which command refpeét, and are ncceflary to the at-
tainment of rea/ happinefs.

1ng,
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ing, proving the help-mate of ingenuity,
would render them more #ruly ferviceable

workmen, and (not the burthens, but)
the ornaments of the f{ociety.

The propriety of indulging lads, who
have a turn for fine writing in the cxercife
of that beneficial art, cannot abfolutely be
controverted. It 1s certain, that as clerks,
they would be deemed a valuable acqui-
fition. But there are motives which muft
juftify an unwillingnefs to recommend
too clofe an application to this branch of
learning. Multitudes afpire to {uch pofts.
The idea that they are genteel is filled
with danger to the pofiefior, who fre-
quently concluding that he muft make
(in the vulgar phrafe) a figure, proceeds,
with too worldly a rapidity, in the purfuit
of afluence, and (I fhould fear, not fel-
dom) becomes loft to {ociety, and to him-
felf. Farmers and mechanicks, with lefs
temptation in their way, are more likely to
become the more ufeful members of {ociety.

I now take leave, with the remark, that
the vacant hours of the lads may pro-
C perly
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perly be filled up, in the perufal of
tuch books as may furnifh them with fome
knowledge of a general fyftem of nature,
whether it refer to all the parts and pro-
perties of this habitable globe, or to thofe
immenf{ely diftant and ftupendous bodies
which perform their revolutions with
aftonithing exactitude, and muft, even if

wce reflect 2 moment, infpire the mind

with awful thoughts of that ALMIGH-
TY POWER who formed the whole
within the hollow of his hand.

If thou fhouldft imagine that the fore-
going hints can prove of any fervice, I
am perfuaded that thou wilt communicate
them to the committees appointed for the
management of the fchool at Ackworth.

Sincerely wifhing the profperity of the
inftitution,

I am, &c.

JOHN LATIMER MoRTON.

Wand{worth, it
it Month, 1782,



