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AN

ORDINATION SERMON, &-.

ACTS 1. 22.

efus of Nazareth, a man approved of God amongf yon, by
miracles and wonders and figns which God did by ki in the

midff of you,

T 1s highly incumbent on chriftians, and more efpecially
miaifters, who are fet for the defence of the gofpel, to be
welil acquainted with the evidences on which its divine truth
and authority are founded, that fo they may be ready to give
a reafon to thofe who may afk why they believe the fcriptures
to be the word of God and hope for {alvationby Jefus Chnft
Son. And 1t 1s more neceflary at the prefent day, when de-
ifin, which has overfpread all the nations of Europe, 1s rapid-
Jy making advances and gaining ground 1n this land.

While {ome, by fubftituting a {purious gofpel in the room
of the true, have changed its glory, or by the reveries of a
biind, intemperate zeal, have expofed it to ridicule ; others
by their affetted contempt of its profeflors, mimfters and in-
{titutions, difcover the enmity of their heart againft religion
itfelf.

The beft things may be abufed to the worit purpofes.—
I.iberty of conlcience in matters of religion 1s the unalienable
right of all moral beings who muit give an account of them-
{cIves and their actions toGod.  This liberty is now allowed to
all {eéts and denominations : and may it never, under any pre-
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text whatever, be infringed—at the fame time we may e

that in the exerciie of this hiberty we fhall before long fee
all the cavils and objettions of dafls agxmﬁ dn(bamty,
which have been fo often repeated in thofe nations where in-
fidelity and vice have almoft banifhed true religion and erads-

cated the moral fenfe from the minds of men, and which have
as often been confuted, advanced anew, and every mode of
attack, which the fubtnlty of its ingentous enemies can invent,

cmploytd to fap its foundation—We may expe(t to be call-
ed to go over the fame ground which has already been dif-
puted with deifts inch by inch, and from which they have
been dnver by fair argument—It may be expeted that a
free trade will occafion a large importation of the corruptions
and vices as well as the commodities of foreign nations ; and
it would not be furpnifing, if in a fhort time, Tindal, Bo]ing~
broke, Hume and Voltaire thould have morc p:otdl‘*d dat-

@ples in this land than Jefys Chnt.

Now on this fuppofition, which is not improbalile, fhouid
the chnftian be able to give no better reafon for his faith but
- only that he has been taught to believe {o from his infancy by
his parents and inftru@ors ; or if minifters fhould not bc
well verled in the arguments which may be urged to confute
gainfayers, the moft holy and divine religion, which is founded
in the fullef} evidence and capable of the moft folid and ra-
- tioml defence, would be expoled to the ndicule and trivmphs
- of its enenuies, through the ignorance or weaknefs of its pro-
fefied fnends,

A diicourfe therefore on the evidences of chnﬁnmty from
the words of the text, I hope will be theught neither uniea-
fonable nor unfuitable to the prefent occafion, when it iscon-
fidered how neceffary it is that minifters fhould hare a full
- and undoybting pcrluaﬁon of the divine truth and authonty
of the chnftian rchigion, founded on its own c¢vidence, to ani-
mate them witn a propcr zeal arifing from a clear convictien
of its unipeakable importance, to promote its reception among
men, and to enable them to fet 1ts evidence before others n
fuch a manner, that ganfayers may be filenced, if not con-
vinced, and believers ﬁrcngthcncd in their f:uth and hope ;
and {o they themfelves may be unto God a fweet favour of
Chrift both in them that arc faved and in them that perifh.

It
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It would be nnpardonable vanity to imagine that I am
capable of inftrutting my brethren on this fubje&, or offering
any tlang new. I have rather need to be taught of them.

But I would hope from their candour to be indulged in
repeating the things they already know, to ftir up their pure
minds, by way of remembrance.

The real chnftian, whe has felt the transforming influence
of the goipel on his own heart, is fecured againft the attacks of
wfideiity by the witnefs to the truth in himfelf ;—He has
feen the glory of divine wifdom, juftice, holinefs and mercy
in the ftupendous plan of redemptior ; it appears to him a
{cheme worthy of God. And is the wifdom of God and the
power of Ged to his falvation. It hath delivered him from a
fpinit of bondage, and cftablifhed in bhis heart that facred
peace of God which paffeth knowledge. It hath fubdued his
worldiy lufts and changed him into the divine likenefs. And
when together with this he takes into confideration, © the inter-
nal chara&ers of divimity imprefled -on the fcriptures 1n the
excellency of their doltrines, the punty of their precepts, the
power of their motives, the impartial regard to truth in ther
narrations, and the admirable tendency of the whole to pro-
mote the higheft ends, the glory of God and the good of man-
kind,” 1t preduces a full conviction that a religion, the tenden-
cy of which 1s to make men conformable to the nature of the
deity, holy and happy, muft be divire, and cannot, asits ene-
mies would infinuate, be a cunningly devifed fable.

But though this evidence, one would think might con-
vince a fair unprejudiced mind that God is the author of our
religion, yet we find 1t 1s not fufhicient to fatisfy the man of
mere reafon. - And it will be acknowledged that,  greater
evidence is juftly required with regard to a thing that 1s un-
ufual than for a commen fact.” Nor does God require us
to receive any new revelation or admitythe pretenfions of men
to an extraordinary character without proportionable evidence
to fupport their Tredit and authority——evidence which will
bear the ftnceft fcrutiny, and fuch as the nature of the thing
requires, to guard againit all poffibinty of deception, and to
demonftrate to our rcafon and fenfes that they are fent of
God, and that the meflages they deliver in his name are bis
word. Agrecably it may be obferved, whenever God has
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commiffioncd and fent perfons to make 4 new revelation, and
deliver meflages to men immediately from him, they have
ever been attended with undeniable atteftations of divine
power to their extraordinary miffion and -charatter—They
have been enabled to do fuch mighty works as no man could
do if God were not with hium.

Miracles and prophecy are the main external cvidences of
chriftianity, in their own nature fo clear and irrefiftible as o
leave thofe who rejet thisdivine religion equally mexcufable,
as the manifeftation of an cternal power and godhead 1n the
works of creation, does thole who deny his being.

It is demonftration—{uch as in the moft fatistaltory man-
ner diftinguifhes the characer of thofe who werc fent to
make this revelation from all impottors.

To enter into a minute confideration of theie two grand
evidences of chriftianity, with the endlefs cavils of deifts, and
the fatisfactory aniwers which have been given to them,would
far exceed the limits of a fingle difcour{e, as well as my ability
for the tafk.

All I prepofe 15 only to make {cme ohxfervations 1n a general
way, thewing that this evidence 1s fufhcient to fatisly a fair
and impartial mind, that Jefus Chrnft 1s the fon of God, the
true Mefliah, and that his gofpel is a revelation from heaven.
This, 1t 15 apprehended, 1s agreeabie to the purport of the
text, in which, the apoftle Peter, in order to awaken in the

~unbelieving Jews a fenfe of guilt, appeals to their ecwn con-

fciences, that Jelus Chnft whom they had crucified and flain,
and whofe gofpel they were violently oppofing, was a man
approved of God among them, as the prophct he had pro-
mifed their fathers, like unto Mofcs, by the miracles, wonders
and figns which God did by him in the nudit of them, which
words, ¢ by aufual hebrai{m < by which a variety of things of
thc fame kind arc cuprefizd by a great many tfynonimous
terms,’ fignify 1 gencial the miraculous works wi.ich God
did by Jetus Chnit in the midil of that people, and which
were at the fame time an accomplifhment of the ancient pre-
ditions concerning Lim, and a public atteflation of heaven
to his divine miffion and charadter,

To begin with miracics—A miracle, as diftinguifhed from
common cvents, Is an immediate, unutual dipayv-of divine
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power, producing the cffe@ contrary to human experience and
obfervation,and the eftablithed laws of nature,to anfwer pum_of-
cs worthy of his infinite wiqum and goodnefs—cither to give
mankind a ftnking proof of his juftice, holinefs and fov_crc:ga
power, or to confirm the authority of thofe who were fent to
make a revelation of his mind and will to men.

In the common couric of nature the divine power operates,
~and produces events 1n an uniform manner, accorgiing to cer-
tain cttablithed laws, in a miracle the fame power is difplayed
in zn unufual manner, contrary to thofe laws—(or, if you like
Humc’s definition of a miracle, it 15, ¢ violation of a law
- of nature by a particular volition of the deity.”

The defign of mirscles is not to prove the truth of the doc-
trines taught 1n the fcnptures in order to our receiving them
as divine truths ; for if this were {o, they would be equally
nceeflary at all times, and 1n every place where the {criptures
are pubiiihcd, which would make them nothing different from
the courfe of nature, for, as hath been obferved, the events
which take place in the courle of nature, are effe&ts of the
{fame almighty power, and were they as unufual, would ftnke
the minds of men as powerfully witk: furprize and conviction
as miracles would.

Therefore it would be needlefs to repeat fuch extraordina-
1y figns, and would by no means anfwer their defign.  If the
cvidence anfing from the concurneg tcilimony of both friends
and encimues te the facts related in the {enpturcs, together
with their internal charaGers of divinity, and their vifible a-
biding effects, are not fufficient to convince men, they would
not be pertuaded though one rofe from the dead. Therefore
we cannot fuppofe that an all-wife, all-perfe@t being who ne-
ver does any thing in vain, would deviate from the eftablifhed
laws of nature, unlefs on fome great occafions, and to anfwer
ends worthy of himfelf—either to demonftrate his infinite fu-
periority above all falfe gods, or to confirm the authority of
thofe who were fent to deliver meflages from him.

This was the cafe with regard to the miracles recorded in
the fcriptures.  Thole wrought by Mofes were defigned to
give to the world who had univerfally fallen into 1dolatry,
efpecially to the Egyptians, a ftriking de' ronftration of the
fupremacy of the true God above the gods they worfhipped,

and
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and to convince the Ifraclites, that Mofes was commiffioned
from God to fpesk to them in his name.—In like manner the
miracles ‘#rought by Jefus Ch;ig were defigned not to prove the
truth of his do&rine, which wis true whethcr any miracies had
been wrcught or not, but to give undeniable evidence to the
world that he was fent of God, and that his do&rinc was a reves
lation agreeable to the divine mind and will, and ought to be
received as fuch with reverence and Liumility, and confequent-
Iy that thcfc who refufe to receive 1t are left inexcufable.—
Aggecatly he appeals to the works he did as a full and fuffi-
cicnt confinnation of his authenty as a prophet and teacher
fent from God. If I bear witnefs of mytelf my witnefs is not
true—Y'e fent unto John, and he bare witnefs unto the truth
—But 1 have a greater witnefs than that of John : for the
works which the Father hath given me to fimth, the fame
works that I de bear witnefs of me that the Father hath fent
me. The works which he did were in their own nature fuch
extraordinary difplays of divine power as were fitted to rouze
the attention of a carelefs world, and to force convition on
their mands, that he was fent of God.

And that his miracles were real fa&ts cannot be doubted if
it is ccnfidered, that had they been the tricks of an impoftor
we may be morally certain the eagle-eyed enemies of chnfti-
anity would not have failed to dctet the cheat, and unde-
ceive the world ; but neither at that time, nor in the ages
unmedhately fucceeding, did they deny thofe miracles to be
fas—They only attempted to account for them in fome
other way than by the power of God—the unbelieving
ing Jews by afcribing them to Beclzebub, and the unbeliev-
ing Gentiles to the power of magic ; by which they meant
the fame thing.

But the abfurdity of this blafphemous imputation ferved
only to ftrengthen the caufe of chriftianity and expofe the
weaknafs and unreafonablencis of its enemies ; for as thofe
miracles were wrought to give credit to a religion the evident
tendency of which is to deftroy the kingdom of Satan, no-
thing can be more inconfiftent with the known charader of
this enemy of all goodrefs, than to fuppofe that he would exert
his power to deftroy his own intereft, ard to promote the caufe
of Chnft; for as cur Saviour anfwers the unbelieving Jews
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with irrefiftible force of reafon, then would Satan be divided

againft himfelf. 0

There could be no cheat or impofition in the miracles of
Chrift, for they were of fuch a nature, and {o circumftanced,
that the fraud might ecafily have been deteted, and there
were not wantine thofe who would greedily have feized the
opportunity. * Thefe things,” fays the Apoftle, ¢ were net
done in a corner,” like the tricks of impoitors, or the pretend-
cd miracles of the Romith Church, but in the moit pablic
manner, in the open face of day, and in the prefence of thou-
fands of {peQators, many of whom were inveterate enemies to
Chrift, and fpies on his condu@—Bcfides, the efle®ts were
real and permanent, objets of fenfe, which would bear the
ftnteft examination.

If the ignorant and fuperftitious multitude were ready to
belicve thele things the rather becaufe they appeared marvel-
lous, yt this could not be the cafe with the great & learned,
the rulers and rabbies among the Jews, and the philofophers
- among the Gentiles—They almoft univerfally rejeted him as
_ an impoftor—It was the boaft of the Jews, which of the ru.
lers have beheved on him ?>—They furely then could not be
fuipeted of giving credit to fuperftitious tales, or of being
impofed on by the tricks of an impoftor, to miftake fictiens
for realities, and yet they rever denied the miracles of Chrift
to be fa&ts—They could certainly know the lame were re-
ftored to the ufe of their linbs, the blind to fight, the fick
healed, and the dead raifed to life-—They could certainly
know whether Lazarus, who had been dead four days, was
alive after he was faid to be raifed from the dead.

Such fa&ts were as undeniable demonttrations of the infinite
power of God giving teftimony to the divine miffion and
charatter of Jefus and the truth of his religion, as the vifible
things of creation are of the exiftence of a God ; for if Jefus
had not becn what he profeffed to be, the {fon of God, but an
smpoftor, as his enemiszs infinuated, we may be fure a God
of tiuth and holmefs would not have fet his feal to a lie—fo
that thofe who rejelt chriftianity may with equal rcafon dif-
believe the being of a God.

The tranfition from deifm to atheifm is eafy and natural,
and the atheift can offer as goed reafons for denying the exift-
- : B ence
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¢nce of a Deity, as the deiit can for denying the fcriptures to
be the word of Gnd, aad Jefus Chnft iis Son.

It is true, we have not been eye-witnefles of the miracles

recorded tn the New-Teftament which were wrote to give
credit to chnftianity, yet we have all the evidence the nature
of the cafe will admit or e can reafomably defire, to fatisfy
3 fair mund. equally as if we had feen them with our eyes—
We have the higheft degree of evidence, anfing from human
teftimony, which is that kind of evidence on which our be-
licf and practice in almoft all cafes is founded ;—fo that todii-
believe the miracles wrought by Chnft and "his apcftles, be-
cavle we have not fven them ourfelves, but have only the
teilimony of others to depend or, would lead us to difbshieve
and reie& cvery thing of which we have not becn witncfles
.curlcltcs —On this prmcnple we mult ditbehieve the exift-
ence of any other countries or nations befides thofe we have
fecn, or that there have ever been any fuch chara@ers, tranf{-
acuons and memorable events as are tranfuiitted to us in the
luftoric page——that any men ever have exifted, or do now
exift bcﬁdcs thofe we have feen, becaufe this depends wholly
on human tettimony.
- On this principle, cnminals muft be acquitted, becaufe the
.only evidence on which they can be convidted 1s human tcfti-
‘mony ; buit this, at firit vicw, muit appear abfurd and ndicu-
lous, as it would at cnc= put a ftop to the courfe of jufhice,
and to all tranfactions which depend on this kind of evidence
and fet open the fiood gates of wickednefs.’

But if human teftimony is allowed to be fufficient evidence
in common affairs, yet miracles being urutual & extraordinary
f1(ts, require proportionat: evidence to induce our be-
lief. ltis granted—and 1n fuch cates human teflimeny may
be equal to demon‘irahon, when the purpoles for which fach

miracles were wrought are worthy ci God, and the teftimony
on which our beliet depends 1s attended with every mark of
credibility tier could reafonabiy be defired, which will an)ly
with peculiar pr prcty to the miracles of Chrnﬁ and corref-
pond to the fertiments of that mafter of reafon, Mr. Locke,
who fays « Though common experience and the ordinary
courfe of things have juitly a mighty influence on the minds
of men, to 1ake them give or refulz credit to any thing pro-
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afed to their belief, vet there is one cafc wlierein the ftrange- :
nefs of the a@ ieffens not the aifent given to a fair teftimony
givenof it.  For where fuch {fupernatural events arc fuitable to
ends aimed at by him who has the power to change the courfe
of nature ; there, under fuch circumitances, thcv may be the
fitter to procure belict by how much the mere they are con-
trary to common obfervation. This is the proper cafe of
miracles, which weli attefted, do not orly find credit them-
{elves, but give it alfc to other truths which need fuch a con-
firmation.”  And furely it cannot be denicd that the mira-
cles of Chrift are fuitable to the ends aimed at by him who
has the power to change the courfe of nature, and that the tefti-
mony on which our belicf of thetalts depends s attended with
every mark of credibility which could rcalonably be required.

This will appear with fuller evidence if we take a bricf view
of the grand event which, is the foundation of cknftianity and
of the faith and hope of all who believe in Chrift, Ais refurrec-
tion from the dead. For as the apoftle reatons, if Chnft be
not rilen then is cur preaching vaun, and your faith allois
vain ; ye are yet in your fins—Ii he were not able to deliver
himfelf from the power of death, he cannot deliver thole who
truft in him, nor realize their hopes of eternal hie which are
founded on his power and ment.

But if he 1s aCtually nfen, this is a demonftration that he1s
the fon of God and able to deliver thofe who truft in him
from the power of death-—agrecably to whick he himfclf fui-
pended the truth of his divine charater on this as the Lt

fign he would give the unbelieving Jews. He coaflantly

claimed the high charater of the Son of God, and they as
cor:ftantly denied it—and after they had l‘L’jC&t,d all the fu- -
pcrnatural evidence he had given them, the controverly was
put on this iffue as the laft fign he would give that geuera-
tion, that he would nife from thc dcad on the third day after
his crucifixion. This was to determine whether he was the
{on of God—it he fhould nife as be had forcteld, this would
cftablith his claim and decide the controverty Aware of
the confcquence, the Jews took every precaution in their pow-
er to guard againt the difciples . aling Iim away by might,

and 1mpofing on the credulity of the multitude by prct“nd-
ing that he wasnifen.  Tothis ead thicy tecured the fepulchre

where
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where the body was depofited in the beft manner poflible, by
fealing the ﬂone and fetting a ftrong guard at the only ave-
nuc to 1t—Now w= have a pamcular “account given by all
the four evangelifts that Jefus rofe on the third day as he had
foretold, and of the extraordinary circumftances which attend-
ed that event.

The queftion then is whether their account is attended
with fuch marks of credibility as may fatisfy a fair mind that
it 1s true—In order to this,let us confider the following things.

1. His difciples conftantly teftified in the moft publu.
manner, and in the face of thc greateft oppofition, tiat he was
nifer, and that they had feen and converfed with him after his
refurre@ion,and this was generally believed among the peopie.

2. The body was miiing out of the fepulchre. This
could not be denied ; otherwie the Jews by producing it
could eafily Lave confuted the report. But they did not pre-
tend to dcny it. The method they took to fruftrate the ef-
fe& 1t might have on the minds of the multitude was to
bnbe the foldlers, who watched the fcpulchre, to {ay that his
difaples ftole him away, while they were afleep—a contrivance
fo weak and ridiculous that with every reafonable man it muit
confirm, rather than invalidate, the teftimony of the witnefles ;
for how could the {oldiers know, or be witnefes of what paﬁl
ed while, by their own conceﬁion they were afleep.

Befides ; 1s it not ncredible to tuppole thal the whole

ard were fallen into fuch a profound flecp that not one of
tnem fhould be awaked by the alarming circun:ftances which
atterded the event, efj:ccially as they were placed {o near the
door of the lcl,ukhre 4

And had it really been fo that the <ulcipies flole away the
body by night, is it ot incredibie, that men upon fuch a de-
fign, when they muit know that immediate death muft be
their fate, in cafc of being detected by the guard, fhould have
procecded with fuch cool deliberation as to take off the linen
clothes 1n which the body was wrapped, and lay them afide
1n the fepulchre ?

3. There was a varicty of witnefles to the event—the wo-
men who came carly to the iq ulchre, and to whom he farft
appeared—to feveral of the di waples at different times—to all
of them when affembled togcxhcr, and to five huadred bre-
threa at one time.  Now 1t v ncredible that o imany pers

{ens,
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fons, at fuch different times, could all be fo much deceived as
to miftake the illufions of fancy for a reality ; or that they
could nct be certain whether thc perfon they faw and repeat-
ediy converied with was that {ame Jefus with whom they had
been {o intimately acquainted while he was alive.

It may be added,

. That thea Pdes, the authorifed witnefles of this grand
ﬁt& had all the quahhcanons which even the enemies of
clmﬁlamty themfelves make neceflary to entitle their tefti-
mony to full faith and credir.

The number was not only {ufficient, but they were eye and
ear witneffes of the things they atteit. They had been the
conftant attendants of the Lord Jefus—had gone in and out
with him while he was alive—had been admitted to the -inti-
macies of frienathip witii him—had heard his difcourdes, feen
his miracles, and repeatedly feen and converfed with him after
his refurretion. And thoughit is true they were not men
of learning, vet from their writings it appears they were men
of good fenfe and integrity, quallﬁcatlons in witnefles of far
greatcr importance than learning to give credibility to their
teftimony.—Thewr narrations carry in them all the appear-
ance of godly fincerity—They appear like a number of plain,
{enfible, honcft men giving their evidence in the fear of God
without any art, dilguife or colouring.

Had they been men of great learning and delivered their
teftimony in a laboured fhile, and with a ftudicd eloguence, it
might have created a fulpicion of fome finifter defign, and
undoubtedly would have been made @ greater handie of againtt
chriftianity than their want of learmng 1S NOW.

It may farther be obferved that fo far were they from be-
ing credulous, that they could not be brought to believe that
Jetus was actually rifen till they « were conftrained by the
teftimony of all their fenfis.” Nor could they juitly be
{ufpected of icltifth views in giving their teftimony ; had thcv
been encouraged to expect worldly riches, honour and power
in the lungdom ot Chrift, or had their {cheme of religion beea
{uited to the carnzi notions and prejudices of the unbchcnnv
Jews, their-patience and perfeverance under their fuﬂ'crmgs
might cafily be accounted for—But whatever hopes of this
kind thC) might entertain while their divine mafter was alive,
it 1s evident they bad av expeQations of any worldly advan-
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tages by profefling themfclves his difciples after his refurrec-
tion and the delcent of the fpirit on the day of pentecoft. —
He had taught them that his kingdom was not of this world
—He had forbid them to feck great things for themfclves,
and forewarned them to expe® to fuffer tnbulation m this
world for his fake ; and experience foen venfied the truth of
his predi@ions—they found that bonds and impnionment a-
waited them wherever they weat, and that they were couated
and treated as the fiith of the world.

All the powers of darknefs were combined agunft them,
and they were called to facnifice their cafc and reputation,
and every worldly intereft for the fakc of Chnft : Andin-
deed what ciie could they expeft from profefling themielves
the dxciples of one who made fuch a contemptible figure in
the eyes of the world, and who fuffered an ignomialous death
on a crofs ?-

Now 1s it not reafonable to conclude that their unfhai.cn
conftancy amidft {uch difcouragements, ia beanng witnels to
the refurrettion of Jefus could procecd from nothmo fhort of
-the fulleft conviion of the truth and 1mportance of the fat
“they attefted.

To this may be added they were tl:emfelves cnabled to da
‘many wonderful works in his name ; and though they were
deftitute of all worldly adv antages, and the rch'non they
preached is oppofite to the reigning prejudices and vices of
mankind, yet it was attended with fuch furprizing {ucceis
that in a thort time it overturned the fabric of {uperftition,
which was fupported by all the civil powers of the carth, and
tarned multitudes from their idols to fcrve the hiviag God,
without the aid of carnal wcapons.

This evidence of the refurre@ion of Jefus, the grand fact
on which chriftianity depends, takea all together, as one juft-
ly obierves, « forms fuch a concatenation ot prwfs as 1s every
way {uitable to the waportance of the fact, and which was
never equalied in any other cafe.  And to fuppoic all this
evidence to have been given in attcflation to a falfhsod, 1n-
volveth in it the moft palpable abfurditics. It is to tuppaie,
either that God would cmploy his own prefcience and power
to give teftimony to an impeftor, by a feries of the moit itul-
trious prophecics and numerous uncontrouled muracles = or,
that good beings, tuperior to man, would extraordinanly 1n-
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ternole for the fame purpofe, to countenance and derive credit

t2 a perfon faliely pretending to be fent from God, and feign- -
ing to a&t in kis name : or that evil fpinis would ufe all thewr
arts and power to atteft and confirm a religion, the manifeft

tendency of which was to deftroy idolatry, fuperftition and
vice, wherever it was fincerely believed and cmbraced, and to
rccover mankind to holinefs and happinefs ; which 1s a con-
tradition to their very nature and chara&er. It is to fuppofe

that a number of perions would combine in attefting falfehoods

in favor of a perfon who ‘they knew had deceived them, and
of a religion contrary to their moft inveterate and favonte
prejudices, and by which they had a profpe& of gaining no-
thing but mifery, reproach, fufferings and death ; which is
abfolutely contrary to all the principles and paffions of the
human nature : Ii is to fuppofe that perfons of the greateft
funplicity and plainnefs would a& the part of the vileft im-
poftors : or that men that were fo bad, fo falfe and 1mpious,

as to be capable of carrying on a feries of the moft folemn
mpofitions in the namé of God himfelf, would, at the haz-
2ard of all that is dear to men, and in manifeft oppofition to

all their worldly interefts, endeavour to bring over the nations
to cmbrace a holy and felf-denying inftitution : or, that if
they were enthufiafts, who were carried away with the heat of
their own diftempered brains to imagine that for a feries of
years together the moft extraordinary fa&s were done before
their eyes, though no fuch things were done at all, and that
they were themielves enabled atually to perform the moft
wonderful works, in the moit open and public manner, the’
~ they performed no fuch works ; it is to fuppofe that fuch
niad enthufiafts, who were alfo mean and contemptible ia
their condition, and for the moft part ignorant and illiterate,
were not only capable of forming the nobleft fcheme of seli-
gion that was ever publifhed to mankind, but were able to
overcome all the learning, wealth, power, eloquence of the
world, all the bigottry and f{uperftition of the nations, all the
influence and artifices of the priefts, all the power and autho-
nty of the magiftrates : That they did this by only alledging
that they had 2 commiffion in the name of a perfon who had
been crucified, whom they affirmed, but without giving any
proof of it, to have been nfen from the dead and to be exalt-
ed as the Saviour and Lord of mankind, Al this is fuch a
complication
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complication of abfurdities, as cannot be admitted but upott
principles that are abfolutcl) abhorrent to the common {enfe
and reafon of men.’

1 have dwelt fo long or: this head that the time will allow
me oniy to take a brief view of the next grand external evi-
dence of the chniftian religion, which 1s pra‘*bcc v—-the predic-
tion of cvents that were future, and of which none but an
omniicient being could have a certain foreknowledge : For
though Satnn, by means of his large capacity and long expe-
rience of the courfe of events, might be able in many cafes to
make a probable conjeture what the confequence would be
of a parucular conjuntion of crcumftances, yet he could
have no certain foreknowledge of the event. Agreeably 1t
may be obferved, that the refpontes g:ven from the heathen
Oracles by the evil fpinit were Gcncmlly conceived in ambigu-
cus terms to fave the reputation of the Oracle let the event
be what it might ; but the predictions in the facred Oracles
are fo determinate in defcnbing the events to which they re-
fer, as plainly fhews that ne alonc who fees through all futunty
was the author of them—The prophets are fo circumftantial
in their defcriptions, that it would rather feem as if they
were giving the hiftory of things paft than forctelling things
to come, and yet many events were not only at a great dif-
tance of t:me but 1n their own nature fo contrary to human
expernieace and obfervation, that there was not the leaft pro-
bab:lity, at the time, that they ever would come to pafs.

Who but an omaifcicnt beirg to whom the whole chamn
of cauies and events are prefent in one view from all eternity,
couid have forctold fo long bctore, that the pofterity of
Abram fhould be ftrangers in 2 land that was net their’s, and
fhould icrve them, and that they thould afilit them, and
afterward they fhould come out with great fubftance, and
poficts that land in which he was then a fo; yourner *—That
the poftenity of Ithimael by the bond woman, fhould dwell in
the prefence of his brethren, or be always a free pecple, which
has been moft literally verified, 1n a remarkabie manner in
the Arabians; his pofterity, who are almoft the only nation
on earth who in all ages have maintained their natural hberty
i ipite of all attempts to enflave them ¢ lHow remarkable
1s the predition of the captivity of the Jews in Babylon! The
prc.cuc term 1s prefixed, feventy vears fhall they ferve the
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king of Babylon. Cyrus, who was appointed to be the in-
ftrument of their deliverance, i1s mentioned by name near two
hundred years before he was born ; and the manner in which
he fhould take Babylon, caircumftantially deicribed—agreea-
bly to which, after he had taken that ftrong, and, 1n a2 human
view, impregnable city, and executed the vengeance of hea-
ven on her proud monaich, he publithed the edi&t for re-
building Jerufalem and the temple, and the returning of the
Jews to their own land—Nor is the prophecy of Damel re-
{pe&ing Alexander, and the partition of his empire among his
four {ucceflors, lefs to the purpofe.—We can never (fays tke
excellent Mr: Rollin) fufficiently admire the ftrong light with
which the prophet penetrates the thick gloom of futunty, at
a time when there was not the leaft appearance of all he fore-
tells.  'With how much certainty and exafnefs, even amidft
the variety of thofe revolutions, and a chaos of fingular events,
does he determine cach particular arcumitance, and fix the
number of the feveral fucceflors ! How expreflly has he point-
ed cut their nation, that was to be the Grecian ; defcribed
the countries they were to poflefs ; meafured the duration
of their empires, and the extent of their power, -infe-
nor to that of Alexander ; 1n a word, with what hively co-
Jours has he drawn the charaCers of thofe princes, and fpeci-
fied their alliances, treaties, treachery, marmages, and fuccels!
Can any one poffibly afcribe to chance, or human forefight, fo
many circur.ftantial prediGions, which; at the time of their
being denouriced, were fo remote from probability ; and may
we not evidently difcover in them the characters and traces of
the divinity, to whom all ages are prefent 1n one view, and
who alone determines at his will the fate of all the kingdoms
and empires of the world ?” -
~ Many of the predictions immediately relating to the Mef-
fiah are as circumflantial, as if they were a hiftory of a paft e-
vent, though they were, many of them, given thoufands of
years before his ucarnation.

The particular tnbe and fumily from which he thould de-
fcend—The figns of the time wiien he fhould appear—The
place of his nauvity—Bethlehein- —The :vanner of his birth—
The wondcrful works he fheuld do to prove his divine mifiion
and character.—The kind, manner and precile time of kis
dcathy at the cxpirationcuf Danici’s feventy prophetic wecks;
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or four huadred and ninety years from th' going forth of the
torementioned commandment of C

The perion who thould betray hlm, one of his famihar
fnend<—The pnce for which he thould be betrayed ; tharty
pieces of filver—The ufe to which that money fhould be ap-
pired—tc buv the potter’s field.—His refurreGtion from the
dcad before he fhould fee corruption—His triumphant at-
ceofion to glory.

The effution of the fpirit in miraculous gifts on his difciples
~-The general {pread of his religion in the world, and refor-
mation trom vice and idolatry without coercive meafures.

To this may be added the predictions given by Chrift
Limlelf while he was alive, and by lis fpint fpeaking in his
apoftles, which have been fu! filled at different periods, 1n fuch
& circumftantial manner and fo exaltly correfponding to the
predittions, as fully evinces that they muft have been fcund-
ed 1Ina knowle'ic'c of futurity which furpaffes the compre-
henfion of any finite intelligence—Such as the deftru&tion of
Jerufalem, the templc, and Jewifh polity by the Romans, and
the tragical fcenes attending that awtul cataftrophe—The
difperfion of the Jews over the face of the earth for rejeting
Chnft and kis gofpel, and their retaining their diftinét nation-
al charaéter 'ull the deliverer thouid come cut of Zion to
turn away ungodline!s from Jacob—Agreeably to that re-
markablc prcdufhon refpecting this cvent, T will mal\e an end
of all nations, &c.—The nife, progrefs, and appearance of the
antichnifhian power, 2 and 1ts gradual decienfion and ninal ruin.
The ftate of religion and of the chnftian church at different
periods of time under the emblem of the feven Afiatic
churches—The cvents of time have hitherto aniwered to
thele and other pluuﬁzons of the New Tcftament, as face
anfwers to face in a glas, v\hmh 15 a {tanding, additional
confirmation of the truth of chriflianity, as the apoftle John
favs, the ipisit of nrophecy is the tattimony of Jelus—The
fpirit {peaking in thefe pro;\hcum bears witnefs to his divine
charactcr and the truth of his refigion by their cxalt accom-
plithment through every period of time.

trom what hath been faid the chnftlan may dcrive a reacy
antwer to every onc who afks a reafon of the hope that is 1n him.

He ‘may fav, I am fure the rmiﬂion I proteis s divine, be-
caute it Jiath been w.ade the witdora of God and the power of
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God to my falvation-—becaufe its whoie conftitution appears
conformable to the divine character and perfections ; and the
manifeft tendency of all its dotrines, precepts, promifes and
threatnings is to promote holineis ; and becaufe God himfelf
hath given abundant atteftations to its divine truth and au-
thoritv by his omnifcience and infinite power, 1n the numer-
ous predictions of events which could have becen known to
him alone, and which have been exatly accomplifhed 1n the
different periods of time, and in the wonderful works done
by Chrift and his apoftles ; fuch as no man could have done
if God had not been with him—and I am fure the witnefles
who were chofen to teftify the grand fact, which 1s the foun-
dation of my faith and hope, the refurreétion of Fefus, ~ould
not be deceived themfelves, nor have any defign to deceive o-
thers, and that a God of iniinite halinefs would not have ena-
bled them to do fuch wonderful works, to confirm their tefti-
mony,and derive credit to the religion ticy publithed, had they
been falfe witneffcs—In this fact 1 have the higheft aflurance
of the final accomplithment of all the exceeding great & pre-
cious promifes made to the heirs of {alvation—I hope for eter-
nal hife through Jefus Chnft, becaufe he is rifen and glorified,
and hath promifed thofe who believe 1n him fhall be delivered
from the power of death, and be glorified together with him—
On this fadt, thus attefted, my faith & hope fland fecure, like
2 boufe built on a rock, againft all the affaults of fin and hell.

It Jefus Chrift was commiffioned and fent of God into the
world to accomplifh the work of redemption, and to make
that revelation of his mind and w:ll to mankind which is con-
tained in the New-Teftament, and if in the truths he taught,
and the ordnances he hath inftituted in his Church, be {pake
and alted by authority derived immediately from God, it ne-
ceflanly follows that the miniftry of the gofpel which.he
hath inftituted in his church to fubferve the grand defign of
his mediatonal kingdom, is an ordinance of heaven, and that
minifters derive their authority to preach the word and dif-
Fenfe the feals and cenfures of the new covenant from him, and
0 are 1n a peculiar fenfe his fervants and accountable to him
for the management of the facred truft committed to them.

In this view, dear brother, animated with holy zeal, you
will feel yourfelf engaged to diligence and fidelity, in the du-
ties of the minifterial work among this beloved people pre«
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| fently to be committed to your paftoral care. Under a -

. lemn fenfe of the weight and imponance of this work, you
will take heed to the miniftry you have received in the Lord.

~ that you fulfil it, fo as to give up your acccunt with jov.—

How arduous the work ! How many and great the difficul-

ties attending it ! How folemn theaccount ! Weil may the

thought caufe us to tremble.

But my Brother, while with the great apoftle, uader a fenfc
of the labours, trials and temptations attending this work, of
which you have had fome experience, and the wifdom, pru-
dence, and diligence requifite to difcharge the duties of it 1n
fuch a manneras to be accepted of God both in them that are
faved and in them that penfh, you are ready to cry out, who
1s fufficient for thefe things ? You have at the fame time a-

~ bundant encouragement to counterballance the greateft difh-
 culties, in that promife, onwhich he hath caufed you to truft,
my grace fhall be fufficient for thee. Expenence hat} taught
you that he who hath promifed is faithful. Hitherto he has
- fupported and ftrengthened you underall your tnals, and ftill
he 1s able to caufe all grace to abound unto you ; and while
“you continue faithful'in his caufe, you may afluredly expe&
 that your ﬁr;x;gll: thall be according to your Hay, for he ferd-
“eth none a warfaning any time, at his own charges.
- Therefore, relying on his faithful promiie, and all-fuficient
grace, animated by the hope of eternal glory, you will be un-
wearied in your labours, patient under tnbulation, and cou-
rageous in oppofing the current of vice and inficelity.

- Fully perfuaded of the truth of the gofpel by the irrefiftible
evidence with which it is confirmed, and the {overeign power
by which it has been effetual to your falvation, far from be-
ing athamed of it, or moved away from the gloricus hope it
fets before you, by the temptations of an cninaring world,
or the fneers and nidicule of the profane witlings of a diffipat-
ed age ; you will rather glory 1n the name of a chnftian, ef-
pecially of a chriftian minificr, as the higheft ftile of man,
while vou confider the gofpel as exhibiting the brighteft dif-
play of all the divine glories, and defigned to raife men to
‘the highefl dignity and happincfs of which the human nature
is capable, and the work of the miniftry the moft noble and
benevolent in which men or angels could be employed.

It is enough my brother, to animate you to the moft vi-
gorous
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gorcus efforts in tlus work, that he who hath called you tait,
hath faid, be thou faithful unto the death and I will give thee !
a crown of life. Let us nut be weary nor faint 11 our minds,
for if we faint not we fhall in due time reap.—\Ve thall hear
from the hps of cur L.ord and Judge that plaudit more to
be defired than the applaufes of the univerle, we/ dove good
. and faithful fervant, enter thou iuto the joy of thy Lord. The
Lord grant that we may obiain mercy of the Lord to be
faithful fo as to be approved and accepted of him at that aw-
fui and glonous day.

Beloved brethren of this ancient chnfhan focicty, we falute
you much in the Lord, and rejoice with you, that when yen
had been left, by the deceafe of your worthy exccilent Paftor,
as theep without a thepherd, you have been led by the all-
difpofing providence of God to the unanimous choice of a
fucceflor, who we have every reafon to think will approve
himf{elf to your confciences in the fight of God a good mimi{-
ter of Jefus Chnit, by diligence and fidelity in all the vanious
duties of the facred office, and being an example of the be-
lievers, in word, 1n converfation, in chanty, in ipirit, in faith,
m punty.

You will therefore receive him with gratitude and joy asa
precious gift of the alcended favicur, and do every thing in
your power to encourage and animate him in thc work 1n
- which he 1s engaged, not only by attending conftantly on his
miniftry, but uniting your endeavors with his that the great,
the important end of his miniftry may be accomplithed in the
falvation of men, and the edification of the church of Chsiit
in faith, love znd holinefs—While he mpinifters to ycu fpirit-
ual things, which arc of infinite importance, ycu will not be
backward ta minifter to him of your carnal things for his
temporal f{ubfiftence, that he may have his time and labours
to devote to the work of the miniftry he has received of the
Lord for your {piritual edification. ,

While he comes to you in the fulnefs of the blefling of the
gofpel of Chrift, you will be ready to fay, from hearts filled
with gratitude to God, how beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gofpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things ! While he bears you on his heart at the throne
of grace, you will ftrive together with him in your prayers
that he may not run in vain, nor labor in vain, but that the
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g word of the Lord may profper in his hands, and accomplith
. the thing unto which it is appointed. While he exercifes the
difcipline of Chrift in his church, you will not defpife him
that reproveth in the gate, but fubmit to him in the Lord as
to oae who knows that he muft give an account.

The greateft encouragement of a minifter who has religion
~ at heart, is to fee the vifible fuccefs of the gofpel among thole
to whom he minifters ; to fee them forfaking their fins, turn-
g to God and walking in the truth ; in conformity to the
character of God in Chnft, and in obedience to his commands.
The end of the gofpel ditpenfation is no further aniwered
than as it produces thefe effe@s. Without this the higheft
profeflion 1s a lye, and the moft elevated joys a delufion, for
the defign of all that Chnft hath done and fuffered, and the
. tendency’and effect of his gofpel in all who receive it 1n the
- Jove of it, 1s to recover thera from their apoftate ftate toa con-
. formitg and obedience to thofe two great commands, Love
. the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as

h&h - .

. thylelf, which are the effential laws of his moral Kingdom—
" It you are conformed by the grace of God to thefe commands,

you vill guard againft the exercifc of that malignant cenfori-
. ous dipofition towards thofe who differ from you,which in all,
. ages has been the reproach and f{candal of our holy religion,,
- and cultivate a fpirit of peace and charity towards all who call
. upon the name ot ihe Lord Jefus, though they may differ
- from you in fome {peculative opinions, or modes and fortns of
" worthip which are not efiential to religion, rcadily allowing to
- them the fame exercife of private judgment 1n matters of re-
Iigion which you claiin as your natural right, and charitably

believing that they are conicientious in thofe. things wherein

they differ.—By thus cultivating a temper of peace and love,
you will attain the neareft refemblance of that mott benevolent
ing whole nature is love, and a meetnefs for the harmonious,
fociety =bove, where all their fongs arc one, and a pure and
perfect charity is the bond of an everlafting friendthip.
Finally, if the charatter and mifTion of Jefus Chnit as the.
fon of God and man, have been confirmed by fuch figns.

and miracles as are undeniable proofs of divine almighty pow-

er, this fhaws the heinous guilt, impiety and madnefs of thofe

who reject his gofpel, and treat his inflitutions with practical,

contempt. By ditbclicving the record God hath given of his
lan
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~ fon, though confirmed by fuch public atteftations, they make
Y God a liar ; by defpifing thofe who are authorized according
. to his inflituticn to preach the gofpel, they defpife not man

but God ; and by wilfully fhuttipg their eyes againft the clear
- convincing evidence which attends this fevelation from heaven,
- they do what in them lies to fruftrate the benevalent defign
- of almighty grace, and are in the utmoft danger of committing
that fin which fhall never be forgiven. This ought to be an
- alarming confideration to thofe who deny the miracles wrought
- by Jefus Chrift, and particularly by his apofiles, after the gift
of the fpirit, in confirmation of chriftiamty, to be effets of the
immedrate power of Ged, and account for them by other cauf-
es ; for it is tc be obferved, that it is of the unbelieving Jews,
who afcribed the miracles he wrought to fatanical influence,
that Jefus Chrift is fpeaking, when he folemnly forewarns
 them that this blafphemous imputation fhould never have for-
~ givenels: Becaufe they faid, He hath a devil. This I think,
- 15 the true, fcripture idea of the unpardonable fia ; and the
_: only fin that 1s unpardonable.
. Not that the dement of this fin exceeds the mercy of God,
- or the ments of the redeemer, but its being unpardonable a-
- rifes from the peculiar nature of the finitfelf : For as thofe
- who are guilty of this fin, do wilfully, againit the cleareft evi-
~ dence could be given, reject the only remedy a merciful God
- hath provided, and revealed in the gofpel, for the recovery of
. a revolted world to his favor, through the mediation of his
~ {on, and the atonement in his blood, by this they exclude
themfelves from the hope of mercy and forgivenefs on the plan
of grace revealed in the gofpel, and are l;% on the footing of
- the law of works, which demands finlefs obedience as the con-
dition of a title to life.—Such therefore cannot be profited by
what Chnft hath done any more than if he had not died.—
To them there remaineth no more facrifice for {in, but a cer-
tain fearful looking for of judgernent. |
It were to be wifhed that thofe who confider the chriftian
- rehgion asa contrivance of human wifdom to ferve political
purpofes,and who treat the miracles recorded in the New Tef-
tament, which were wrought in atteftation of the divine mif-
fion and charaéter of the author of this religion, with anair of
ridicule, would ferioufly confider their guilt and danger before
the door of mercy & of hope fhall be forever thut againit th;:fm.
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If the unbeiieving Jews would have had, comparatively, no
fin, had not Chrill come and fpoken to them, and done fuch
mighty works in the midft of them, how aggravated. beyond
expreflion, is the guiit of unbelievers at the prefent day, by the
full and clear revelation God hath made of his mind and will
in the writings of the infpired Apoftles, and the additional con-
firmation of chnftianity in the accomplithment of predi€tions
thro’ every {ucceeding period of time fince '—And how dread-
ful the condemnation which awaits fuch at that great and ter-
rible day of the Lord, when he fhall be revealed from heaven
i flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know not God
ard obey not the gofpel g? our Lord Jefus Chnft !—Let fuch
attend with fear and trembling to that alarming admonition
of the apoftle to the Hebrews. For if we fin wil%ully, after we
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
no more f{acnifice for fin, but a certain fearful looking for of
Judgment—and ;—If he that delpifed Mofes’s law died with-
out inercy, urder two or threc witnefles, of how much forer
punifhment fuppofe ye fhail he be thought worthy, who hatlh
trodden under foot the fon of God, and hath counted the blood
of the covenant, wherewith he was fanctified, an unholy thing,
and hath done defpite unto the fpint of grace ? O, be perfuad-
 ed tokifs the {on left he bcangry, and ye perifh from the way;
{ubmit to lis gofpel & government before he fhall come forth
m his nghteous vengeance to tear you to picces, when there
- fhall be none able to deliver you out of his hand ; for if he
- means as he {peaks, and will do as he hath {poken, ail the curfes
- of his violated law, and the more dreadful condemnation of
the gofpel, fhall be executed on thcfe, who by their carnal
reafonings are endeavouring to fap the foundation of chrifti-
anity, or by their ungodly lives are violating 1ts facred precepts,
and expofing it to open difhonor, and who thall finally continue
in their unbelief and 1mpenitence.  On the other hard, thofe
who with their heart believe and obey the gofpel ; wholove &
fear God and hope 1n his mercy, may be équally certain that all
his premifes, which in Chrift are yea and amen, fhall be fulfill-
ed to them in their utmoft extent & meaning.—Thatall things
thall work togetlier for their good, and that they fhall finally be
delivered from the power of death,and from all evil,and in their
compleat perfons be glorified with their divine redeemer in
- the kingdom of Godabove, where there is fulnefs of joy forever-
. smore. AMEN.






