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PHILLIPS ACADEMY, in Ando..-c:r, W3.S founded 

and h:mdfomcly endowed, April 2 111:, 1773, by the 

Hon. SA~lutL PHILLIPS, Efq. of Andover, in the Coun
ty of Eifex, in Maffachufetts, and his brother, the Hon. 
JOHN PHILLIPS, L. L. D. of Exeter, in the State of Nev ... 

Hampiliire, botb dcccafed. It 'was incorporated, OClc

her 4, 1780. It is ~mder the direCtion of a b03.rd of 

thirteen trufiees, and the immediate care of a principal, 

(who is C.t c.lfich, one of the board) an affillant, and a 

writing mafier. They are accommodated with a large 

and elegant building, erected at the expcnfe of the 
founders, and their brothtr, the Hon. ,\VILLIAM PHIL-

" LIPS, Efq. of Bofion. It is fltuatcd on a delightful 
, 

eminence, near the manfion hou[e of the Hon. SA!lHftL 

PUILLIPS, Efq. its difiingui111ed patron, and fon of the 
deceafed founder firfl: above named; is encompa{fed 

with a falubrious air, and commands an extenfive prof.. 

pecr. The 10\vcr fiory contains a 1arge fchool room, 
• 

with a mple accommodations for an hundred fiudents, 

. and two other apal tments for a library and other pur
pofes. The upper fiory conJiJls of a fpacious haJI, fixty

four fect in length, and thirty-three feet in breadth, dc

figned for exhibitions and other public occafions . 

.. 

TH £ defign of this foundation, according to its Con~ 

fiitution, is, "The promotion of tl ue piety, and virtue, 

the infiruaion of youth in the Englifh, Latin and Greek 

, 

, 

, 



PRE F A C £. 

bngu:1gc-', ; together with writing, arithmetic, praEtic;tl 

~~cometrr, rnufic and oratory, logic and geography; 

a:;d fuch other liberal arts and fcicnces or langua.ges, as 

opportunity and ability may hereafter 3dmit, and the 

trtlnc~<; [lull dirca." 
• 

TOWARDS the clofe of hi5 life, 3nd al[o by his Jan. 
wi11, the Han. JOHN PHILLIPS, L. L. D. made'llibcr;ll 

endowment for the affifbnce "of poor children of ex

celling gcniuc: and good moral charaCter, prefelling tllC 

110pcfully pious ;" and gave pcl million to improve part 

of his legacy, to enable candidate~ for the mtniftry, of 

the dcfcription above mentioned, after having acquired 
-

the needful previous education, to prolong their fiudics 

prcpar:nory for the delk, under t11e direCtion of fome 

Cll!:nc:n Cah'ini!lic minil1er of tlle gofpel. 
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T is 'with emotions of hcart felt fJtisfaction 
that I rife, in behalf of the Trufiees of this in. 

fiitution, to addref:$ you on this joyful anni. 
verfary. The evidence you have given us, 

during your exami.nation, and at this exhibi

tion, of your improvement in the various 

branches of ufeful litcrature taught dot this 
• 

Academy, refleCts high honor~ both on your-
• 

inftructors and on yourfclvc;:;. 

\\rH1LE \\'C have marked, \\"ith grcJt appro
bation, your laudable progreis in the kno\\"

ledge ·of the Englifh, Latin, and Greek bn
guagcs; in arithmetic, geometry, muGc, geog-

• 

raphy, and oratory, \vhich are all highly Of-

nan1ental and ufeful as handmaids to relig

ion; \ve cannot refrain from cxprdling our 
• 

peculiar 'fatisfac1ion in your nnnifcfi proficien-

cy in the fcience of lWJrais, and eli1l~ci:tllr in 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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that moil important branch, of !}ELF KNO\"·. 

LEDGE. .. 

THE teftin10ny \ve have received from your 

inftruc10rs, of your diligent attention to your 

fiudies ; of your refp~Etful behaviour to your 

fupcriors; of your kind and fraternal con

duCt towJrds each other; of your reyerence , 

for the chriftian fabbath, and regular and de-

vout attendance on its public fervices, and 

more private duties; and of the decency and 

morality \vhich have generally ch:uad:erifcd 

your 'whole deportment, entitle you, y~ung 

~pphufe. If there be any among you \vho 
• 

form exceptions to this general charaCter, \VC 

. hope they are vcr; few, and t hat they \vUl 

celfe from this time to be illg/r;rio{1 J fingular. 

To conduct in the amiable manner jurt ftated, 

is to fulfil the benevolent and pious ddigns of 

the liberal and public fpirited gentlemen " .. ho 
origiluted and endowed this feminary; to 

com fort and rejoice the hearts of your fond 

.. T H .\ T inertimable little traer, entitled, "Stl/ Km".lJ
L:]:~t," &c. by JOHN MASOS', A. M. is taught clafJica"l1y in this 
ACiJ::my, with obvious and great advantage in a moral ,- " ., .. ...... .. , . 

• 
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and 3I1xious parents; to encourage· and rc .. 

\\"ard, in the Il10ft fatisfac10ry manner in your 

po\\'cr, the labours and folicitude of your kind 

and faithful inftruc10rs ; and to gratify, in J. 

high degree, the feelings of thc truftees of this 
inftitution. 

THE fpfcimcns of moral and literary im. 

provement this day exhibited, cannot fail to 

revive in our bofoms a grateful and affeCtion

ate rcmenlbrance of the,\vorthy FOUNDERS of 
-

this Academy. If \ve makc the fruit of their 

benevolence and charity, the meafure of our 

gratitude and efi:eeln, ho\v much ought \\·c 

to refpccl: their charaaers, and YenerJ.tc their 

Inemories ? And ho\v great rCJ.fon hJ.vc \\'e to-

bIefs GOD for raifing up fuch rich benefac1or:i 

to mankind? Fe\v men deferve better of their 

country. Fe,,", perhaps, have rendered it 

more folid 'and bfiing fervice. NOlle ever be-
• 

ftov.-ed their property in a \vay calculated to 

yield more extenfivc benefit to ccmmunity . 

The good effeCts of their liberality and charity 

\vill exift and increafe, in an incalculable ratio, 

for ages to CaIne; and (0 long their memory 

\\;11 be precious in the eftimation of all the 

worthy and good. Yes, the name of PHIL

L! PS is embalmed and illll110rt::ili zed, in thofe 

• 

• 
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\-~ltiJble :lnd richly cndnv;cd litcrary c[tablifh

mcnts· \\'hich dcfervedlv bC:lr this I1Jrnc . 
• 

Hc)\v n1any, in the courit; of the twenty year:; 
• 

fince the eft3.bli fhrncnt. of this fcminary, haye 

here been taught the firft principles of a learn

ed and gond education, and who are no\\', as 

p:ltriots and chrifiians, acting \\-orthy and COI1-

fpicuous p~lfts on "the \\'orld's wide {'tage," 

rcfleCtiI1~ honor on th is infti tu tion, and COll

tributin~ not a little to elcvate our Iutional 

cluraCtcr ? .lIo\v lnaI1Y youths, of diilinguifh-
• 

cd t:llcnts and \\!orth, luyc already becn, :tnd 

\"ill probably in future be, dr.l\VIl froIn indi

gence and ob[curity, or frOln a very cirCU111-

kribcd fphcre of action, to fituJtions of exten

fixc influen'.:~ and ufefulncis, by the excellent 

charitable founciation anncxed to this inftitu

tion? ,\Tho can c:dl up the alTIOunt of good 

\vhich has been, and \vill yet be, derived to 

the community from this \vell befto\ved char

i ty? I-lund reds of aIl1iable, ingenious, and pi

QUS youths, educated on this foundation, and 

difpcrfed through our country \vill be fo 
lnany public blcilings. . 

~ THE AoJemy ::It F::,'!'!;'r, in Ncw.Hamp01irc, the 
rirhefl in funJs, and p<.:r!l.-ips the moll rcfpl:Ctahl~ in lilt! 

L ai:cd States, WJ,S fuunJ\:j ~lI:J cnJow~d by the Hu:1. 
• 

](j!l~; PIII!.!.11'S1 1..1.. D. . .... 
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IT is our united and IIlort carneft \\·iill. , 

~·oung gcntkn1cn, th:lt you ITI:1y :111 kno\'P :1nd 

feel the '~:1lue of your prc(cnt priyilcges, and 

the in1portal1cC of making a proper ufe of 
thcm. You 111ve a pritt put into your h:1nds 

to obtain \\'ifdom, :1hovc 11101't of the youth of 

your age and ftarn:iing. l\by GnD gi\<c you 
, 

hearts to impro\'c it. l\:nowin~, a5 you do, 

the path of duty, honor, and happinds, lincn 

to the pcrfuauvc 1110tiycs coniiantly cxhibitcd 

before you to purfuc it. You :1rc no\v laying 

a foundation on \\·hich to crec1 a fupcrftruEt. 

ure for both 'vorlds. The ch:uJctcrs and 

habits you are nov,,' forming, the., direCtion 
• 

you no\v take, \"ill be likely t/) continue , 

through this life, and to detcrmine your 
future everhfting condition . 

• 

, 

IT has often been remarked by the \\'ifcft 
• 

ob[ervers of human conciuct, th3.t ,~ mankind, 

for the n10{t part, continue in the path in 

. \vhich they firfi fet out. H The firft ftep~ they 

take, ,'.'hen :1rrived at an age capahle of reflcc

tion, arc frcquently deciuvc of their future 
, 

(nurfe. ' ~' The paffions of youth may :'di~n 

to the paflions of age, :lnu one fd of Ylces or 
. . 

of virtues, giye phce to thofe of a fimilar 

kind ; but feldon) does the formed c1urJ.cter 

undcr~o an cn~ntial ch:1n~c." 
~J ~~ 

YOtlr iirft f. t'" 'T'" • 
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then, my young friends, ought to be taken 

\\"ith the greateft c:tre and deliberation, as 

upon them, in.a gre?~ meafure 'will depend, 
not only your prefent, but your eternal 
III ppin e[~. .. 

To you, young gentlemen of the fenior 
clar", \\'ho arc about to take lc3SC of this fern. 

inary, and to enter the 1Ini'verjily, permit us tG 

obferve, that the tranfition you are about to 
• 

make, will form an important era in your 
liyes. Your fphcre of inquiry and purfuit 

\,"ill be more enlarged and more critical. In 

the prefent diforganized flate of focicty in 

gcnerJl, your temptations ,,·ill he nU111erOUS, 
and your dangers great. You 'will have need, 

• 

therefore, to be firongly fortified as-ainfi t}ut 

infIdel and infidious p~lilofophy \vhich has pro
duced fuch extenfive havoc and defobtion in 

the principles :l.nd morals of mankind. \Vhilc 
\\"C \\"n~l1d cncour:lgc free inquiry, as the only 

\\"1)' to arri,'c at the kno\dedge of truth, 'we 

".-ould by all means, and efpeci:1l1y in this fc .. 

ductivc and demoralizing ag('~ recommeud 

th:lt your elrly inquiries be purfued under the . . 

direction of an experienced and fkilful guide. 
Y 0ur youthful (uri? tly, if indulged ,,-ithout 

rropcr direCtlon and refiraint, \\·ould cften 

• 
• 

• 
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lead you upon enchanted ground, . where you 

,vill eartlv be bewildered and lofl. It would 
• 

prompt you to rcaJ thofe books th:lt 11lve 

been poured into our country by thouf:tnds, 

and circulated '\vit h much :trt and indufirv , 

an10ng young people, and \vhich arc repletc 

\\rith conccaled, but dcadly poifon to your 

principles and morals. Concerned as y/c feel 
• 

for your \velfJrc, we ,,"auld afleaionatdy urge 

you indi\;idu~llly to fo1icit fome faithful, \\'ell 

pri ncipled, and experienced friend, to prcfcribc 

for you your courfe of reading. By doing 

this, and adhering to the advice you may rc

ceive, you ,,·ill not only avoid enfnarillg and 
-

corrupting books, \vhich might ruin you for 
• 

both "'or1ds, but YOt: ,\'ould alfo preyent a 

. great ,vafte of tin1c ; acquire lnorc, and more 
• 

ufcful kno\vledgc, and this too in a regular 

and methodical lnanner, ,,"hich \1;ould enable 
. 

you elftly to digeft and arrange it for future 

ufe. In this \vav a1fo vou \\'·ill ;l.vail yourfclvcs 
*' ". , 

• 

of thc expericnce of others. 

To all the youth of this A Clc.1cIny , pernlic 
me to exprcfs, in behalf of the truitccs, our 

juint and friendly advice, that, in dll }our in

tcrcourfe ,vjth the "'orld, you be C{)urt(Otl~., 

civil and obliging·; and, as you ]1:1"e opport u-

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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ni ty) ever manifcft your rcadincf.:; to do good. 

Cultivate a kind, oene\~olcnt. amiable and pa. 

cific difJ)ofition, and let it appc;u at all times 

in corrcfpondent gent knef:, and f\veetnefs of 
m:ll1ners. Be open, honcft, yet diicreet, in all 

your bchayiour, and neyer uccei\'c nor diiap
point thofc \\~ho h:n·e repofed confidence in 

you. Difdain the n1eJnncfs of proud, haughty 

:111U fcornful airs; mel never imagine that a 

proper eondefcenfion and aecolnn1odation of 
your(ch·es to the circumfhnees and fcelings of 
(}thC'r~, can Idren you in the eyes of the "·or . 

• 

thy plrt of mankind. .A meek, modeft, and 
obliging deportment \\"ill exalt YOll in the 

view of every perfon defen?ing of your efieem. 

Form and eherifh early habits of induftry and 

attention to bufinefs. Obfcrvc order and 

method in your amufcn1ents and literary pur .. 
• 

fuits; and be regubr and punCtual in the, 

perf9rmancc of your foeill, civil, and religious 
.' 

duties. .Avoid idlenefs and idkrs as the bane 

of your happincfs and your reputation. Def. 

pif~ c\"cry thing that is 111can, difgraceful, nig

g:1rdly, and fclfifh. Abhor every thing that is 

prohnc, kurrilous, obfccne or inllnodcft. 
Rcl:giouily prcfcrve purity in your morals and 

cOl1vcriation, and a becoming dignity and 

::'::l!:lincf~ in your \vholc deportment; gCl1C-
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roufly feeking, in the ufe of all your talents, 
to promote public and private good, in the 

refpcfriyc ftations \vhich providence may here
after call you to fill in life. 

AnOYE all, young gentlemen, and as that 
:which alone gives a v:11ue :lnd adds lufire and 

beauty to evcry other qualification, feek Edt 
of ail, and feck c:lrncfily, and as the chief 
good, \vhat is juflly and emphatically ftyled, 
THE ONE THING NEEDFUL, the PEARL 01: 

GRE.:\T PRICE, and never give over the purfuit 
till you obtain it. In this trcafure you will 
poffefs all things; deftitute of it .. though you 
ihould be loadcd \vith "all the wcalth and honor 
this \vorld can yield) you \vill be poor indeed. 
St:ek ujl tbe kingdom of GOD and bis righlelJu I1C .r, 

and you \vill never \vant any of the needful 
bleflings of this life. Ever manifefi: a facred 

• 

regard ~p heaven bornRELIGION, and n::':.h'r UC-
• 

lic-'4-'C a per on call d,,' ,'r'"IJC your friend np, or be your 

jntlld, wh.o dC'jJic'j it c.itbcr ill principle or pru{/i[c'. 

A perfon of t,.his character n1ay, indeed, be 

your comp:lnion, your flatterer, your feducer, 

but believe nle, young gentlemen, be car. nc,:-'cr 

be ),our FRIEND. You affuredly can have no 

good rC:llon to expect that b~ 'will be faithful 

to J'0!I, \vh? is not fo to his CG,'] ci"7:c~ and 
his GOD. 

• 

• 

• 
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r,;';AL:.Y, In\' youn~ friend:" tr:h' RFLIGIO~ . .. ~, 

w:ll crO\1:n .til your other an:omplifhlncnts~ 

n.ltuLtl ~lnJ acquirc.:d. It ",ill t:nnoble 3.nci 

bc.lutify your minds; bndify :llh.l regulate 

~'our aifcc1iol1:;; purify and comfort your 
• 

hl'.~rts, qualify you to be rC:Illy and cxtcnfi\-c1y 

ufcful to your fdlo\\' crclturcs by your exam .. 

rk .Ind cOll\"CrCltion ; and, what is Inore th3.n 

:~11 the rcfi, IT WILL M.\KE YOU WISE TO 
, 

~T::l-:~.\L LIn:. , • 
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