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PHILLIPS ACADEMY, in Andover, was founded
and handfomely endowed, Aprnl 21t, 1778, by the
Hon. Samuer Puirvirs, Efq. of Andover, in the Coun-
ty of Effex, in Maffachufetts, and his brother, the Hon.
Joux Puirrirs, L. L. p. of Excter, in the State of New.
‘Hampthire, both deceafed. It was incorporated, O&o-
ber 4, 1780. Itis under the dire¢tion of a board of
thirteen truftees, and the immediate care of a principal,
(who is ex ¢ficis, one of the board) an afliftant, and a
writing malter. They are accommodated with a large
and clegant bwilding, cre@ed at the cxpenfe of the
founders, and their brother, the Hon. Wirrram PuiL.
Lies, Efq. of Bofton. It is fituated on a delightful
eminence, near the manfion houfe of the Hon. SamutL
Puivvies, Ilfq. 1ts diftinguithed patron, and fon of the
deceafed founder firft above named ; is encompafled
with a falubnious air, and commands an extenfive prof-
pe&. The lower ftory contains a large fchool room,
with ample accommodations for an hundred ftudents,
" and two other apartments for a library and other pur-
pofes. The upper ftory confifts of a fpacious hall, fixty-
four fect in length, and thirty-three fect in breadth, de-
{igned for exhibitions and other public occafions.

THEe defign of this foundation, according to its Con-
futution, is, ¢ The promotion of true piety, and virtue,
the inftru&ion of youth in the Englifb, Latin and Greek
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Languagres ;5 together with wriming, arithmetic, praética!
-cometry, mufic and oratory, logic and geography ;
and fuch other liberal arts and fciences or languages, acs

opportunity and ability may hereafter admit, and the
truttees fhall dire&.”

Towarps the clofe of his life, and alfo by his laft
will, the Hon. Joux Puirvirs, L. L. p. made 2 liberal
endowment for the aflitance ¢ of poor children of ex-
celling genius and good moral charaer, preferring the
hopefully pious 3 and gave permiflion to improve part
of his legacy, to enable candidates for the miniftry, of
the defeription above mentioned, after having acquired
the necdful previous cducation, to prolong their ftudies

preparatory for the defk, under the dire@tion of fome
erninent Calviniftic minifter of the gofpel.
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YOUNG GENTLEMELN,

I T is with emotions of heart felt fatisfaction
that I rife, in behalf of the Truftees of this 1n.
{titution, to addrefs you on this joyful anni-
verfary. The evidence you have given us,
during your cxamination, and at this exhibi-
tion, of your improvement in the various
branches of ufeful literaturc taught at this
Academy, reflects high honor, both on your
inftructors and on yourfclves. |

WHiLE we have marked, with great appro-
bation, your laudable progrefs in the know-
ledge of the Lnglifth, Latin, and Greck lan-
guages ; 1n arithmetic, geometry, mufic, geog-
raphy, and oratory, which arc all highly or-
namental and ufetul as handmaids to rebg-
lon ; we cannot refrain from exprefling our
peculiar fatisfaction in yvour manifelt proficien-
cy 1n the {cience of morals, and efpecially in
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that moit 1mportant branch, of seLr xxnow-

LEDGE.®

THE teftimony we have received from your
inftructors, of your diligent attention to your
ftudies ; of your refpetful behaviour to your
fuperiors ; of vour kind and fraternal con-
duct towards each other ; of vour reverence
for the chriftian {fabbath, and regular and de-
vout attendance on its public {ervices, and
more private duties ; and of the decency and
morality which have gencrally characterifed
your whole deportment, entitle you, young
gentlemen, to our warmeft approbation and
applaufe. It there be any among you who
form cxceptions to this general character, we
‘hope they are very few, and that they will
ceafe from this tune to be inglorioufly fingular.
To conduét in the amiable manner juft ftated,
15 to fulfil the benevolent and pious defigns of

the liberal and public {pirited gentlemen who
orizginated and endowed this {eminary ; to

comtort and rejoice the hearts of your fond

* Tuar inelumable litile trad@, entitled, ¢ Self” Krsew-
[:172y” &c. by Jous Masox, A, m. is taught ClquCd”} in this
Ac.u cmy, Wi th obvious and great ady antage 0 a moril
A YRR
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and anxious parents ; to encourage and re-

ward, i the moft fatisfactory manner in your

power, the labours and folicitude of your kind
and faithful inftructors ; and to gratify, in a

high degree, the feelings of the truftees of this
mftitution.

Tue {pecimens of moral and literary im.
- provement this day exhibited, cannot fail to
revive in our bofoms a grateful and affection-
ate rcmembrance of the worthy FouNDERS of
this Academy. If we make the fruit of their
benevolence and charity, the meafure of our
gratitude and eftcem, how much ought we

to refpect their characters, and vencrate their

memories ¢ And how great reafon have we to-

blefs Gop for raifing up fuch rich benefactors
to mankind ? I'ew men deferve better of their
country. Iew, perhaps, have rendered it
more folid 'and lafting fervice.  None ever be-
{towed their property in a way calculated to
vield more cextenfive benefit to ccmmunity.
The good eflects of their liberality and charity
will exift and increafe, in anincalculable ratio,
for ages to come ; and fo long their memory
will be precious in the eftimation of all the
vorthy and good. Yes, the name of PHiL-
Lies is embalmed and immortalized, i thole



[ 1o ]

valuable and richly endowed hterary eftabhifh-
ments* which defervedly bear this name.
ITow manv, in the courie of the twenty years
fince the eftablifhment. of this {feminary, have
here been taught the firit principles of a learn-
cd and cood education, and who are now, as
patriots and chriftians, acting worthy and con-
{picuous parts on ¢ the world’s wide {tage,”
reflectine honor on this iftitution, and con-
tributine not a little to clevate our national
character ¢ 1low many youths, of diftinguifh-
ed talents and worth, have alrecady been, and
will probably 1n future be, drawn from indi-
aence and obfcuriry, or from a very circum-
(cribed fphere of action, to fituations of exten-
five influcnce and ufefulnels, by the excellent
charitable foundation annexed to this infuitu-
tion ¢ Who can caft up the amount of good
which has been, and will yet be, derived to
the community from this well beftowed char-
ity ¢ IHundreds of amiable, ingenious, and pi-
Qus youths, educated on this foundation, and
difperfed throuzh our country will be {o
many public blethngs.

* Tue Academy at Fuefer, in New-Hampfhire, the
richell 1n funds, and perliaps the moft refpedtable in the

United States, was founded and endowed by the Hon.
Yous Pureorps, L.1. o,
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I'r 1s our umted and molt earneft wifh.
young gentlemen, that you may all know and
fcel the value of yvour prefent privileges, and
the mmportance of muking a proper ufe ot
them.  You have a price put into your hands
to obtain wifdom, above mott of the youth ot
your age and franding.  May Gobp give you
hearts to improve it.  Knowing, as vou do,
the path of duty, honor, and happinefs, hiten
to the perfualive motives confrantly exhibited
before you to purfuc 1t. Ycu arc now laying
a foundation on which to erecl a {uper{truct-
ure for both worlds. The characters and
habits you are now forming, the. direétion
you now take, will be likely tH continuc
through this life, and to determine your
future cverlafting condition.

IT has often been remarked by the wifeft
obfervers of human condudt, that ¢ mankind,
for the molt part, continue in the path in
“which they firlt fet out.”  The firft {teps they

‘

take, when arnved at an age capable ot reifec-

tion, arc frequently decifive of their tutuve
courfe. " ¢ The paflions of vouth may refirn
to the paflions of age, and one {ct of vices or
of wvirtues, give place to thofe of a fimilar

ﬁ

kind ; but feldom does the formed character

L

A S B . 5y
L our firft fiers

e

undcrgo an cfiential change.
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then, my young friends, ought to be taken
with the greateft care and deliberation, as
upon them, in a grezt meafure will depend,

not only your prefent, but your eternal
happinefs.

To you, voung gentlemen of the fenlor
clafs, who are about to take lcave of this fem-
inary, and to enter the wniverfity, pcrmit us to
obferve, that the tranfition you are about to
make, will form an important cra 1in your
lives.  Your {phere of inquiry and puriuir
will be more enlarged and more critical.  In
the prefent diforganized {tate of fociety 1in
aeneral, your temptations will be numerous,
and your dangers great.  You will have need,
theretore, to be ﬂrong]y fortified againit that
inhidel and infidious philofophy which has pro-
duced fuch extenfive havoc and defolation in
the principles and morals of mankind. While
we would cncourage free inquiry, as the only
way to arrive at the knowledge of truth, we
would by all means, and efpecially in this fe.
ductive and demoralizing age, recommend
that your early inquiries be purfued under the -
direétion of an experienced and fkilful guide.
Your vouthful curizfity, if indulged without
proper direGtion and reftraint, would cften

”
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lead you upon enchanted ground, where you
will eafily be bewildered and loft. It would
prompt vou to rcad thofe books that have
been poured into our country by thoufands,
and circulated with much art and induftry
among voung people, and which are replete
with concealed, but deadly poifon to your
principles and morals. Concerned as we feel
for your welfare, we would affeétionately urge
you individually to {olicit fome faithful, well
“principled, and cxperienced friend, to prefcribe
tor you your courfc of reading. By doing
this, and adhering to the advice you may re-
ccive, you will not only avoid enfnaring and
corrupting books, which might ruin you for
both worlds, but you would alfo prevent a
-great wafte of time ; acquire more, and more
ufctul knowledge, and this too In 2 regular
and methodical manner, which would enable
you eafily to digeft and arrange it for future
ufe. In this way alfo you will avail vourfelves

of the experience of others.

To all the youth of this Academny, permie
me to exprefs, in behalt of the truitees, cur
>oint and friendly advice, that, in ail your in-
tcrcourfe with the world, you be courteouns,
avil and obliging; and, as you have opportu-
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nity, ever manifeft your readinefs to do good.
Cultivate a kind, benevolent, amiable and pa-
cific difpofition, and let 1t appcar at all times
in corrcfpondent gentlenefs and fweetnefs of
manners.  Be open, honelt, yet dilcreet, in all
your bchaviour, and never deceive nor difap-
point thofe who have repofed confidence in
you. Difdain the meannefs of proud, haughty
and {cornful airs ; and never imaginc that a
proper condefceniion and accommodation of
yourfeives to the circumfitances and feelings of
others, can leflen you in the eyes of the wor-
thy part of mankind. A meck, modeft, and
obliging deportment will exalt you in the
view of every perfon deferving of your efteem.
Form and cherifh early habits of induitry and
attention to bufinefs. Obferve order and
method 1n your amufements and literary pur-
fuits 3 and be regular and punctual 1n the.
performance of your {ocial, civil, and religious
dutics. Avoid idlencfs and idlers as the bane
of vour happinefs and your reputation. Def-
piic every thing that 1s mean, difgracetul, nig-
cardly, and {cllith.  Abhor every thing that is
profane, fcurrilous, obicene or 1mmodeft.
Religioufly preferve purity in your morals and
converfation, and a becoming dignity and

nianhnefs 1 your whole deportment ; gene-
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roufly {ecking, 1n the ufe of all your talents,
to promote public and private good, in the
re{pective ftations which providence may here-
after call you to fill in hte.

Apove all, young gentlemen, and as that
which alone gives a value and adds luftre and
beauty to every other qualification, feck firft
of all, and {eck carncitly, and as the chief
good, what 1s jultly and emphatically ftyled,
THE ONE THING NEEDFUL, the PEARL or
GREAT PRICE, and never give over the purfuit
till you obtain 1t. In this treafure you will
poflefs all things ; deftitute of it. though you
{hould be ioaded with all the wealth and honor
this world can yield, you will be poor indeed.
~ Seek Sfirft the kingdom of Gop and his rightesufnefs,
and you will never want any of the ncedful
bleflings of this life. Ever manitfeft a facred
recard to heaven born rREL1GI0N, and zever fe-
licve @ perfon can deferve your fricndfbip, or be your “
friend, who defpifes it cither in principle or praclice.
A perfon of this charalter may, indeed, be
your companion, your flatterer, your {educer,
but believe me, young gentlemen, /e carn never
be your FRIEND. You afluredly can have no
good reafon to expect that /2 will be faithful
to yox, wh9 1s not {o to his exfcence and
his Goo.
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C.ovaroy, my young friends, f70e RELIGION
will crown all your other accomplithments,
natural and acquired. It will ennoble and
beautify vour munds 5 fanctity and regulate
vour ailections ; purity and comfort your
hearts, qualify you to be really and extenfively
ufciul to yvour fellow creatures by your exam-
plec and converfation ; and, what 1s more than
211 the reft, IT WILL MAKE YOU WISE ToO

ETERNAL LIFE,.




