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PREFACE. 

• 

[Written with a view to pubJication in the yellr1807.] 

• 

NOTWITHSTANDING various and somewhat extended 
notices of Dr. Morse hav() appeared on hoth sides of the 
Atlantic, no continuDus history of his life has ever been 
written till this time. 

It is fitt.ing that there should be some explanation of 
the departure, in this VOlllllle, from the ordinary mode of 
constructing a Memoir by arl'Hllging the principal events 

• 

of the life, as fnl' as may be, in chronological order. This 
• 

WttS what was hero Itt. first attempted'; but it was quickly 
found t.hat t.he life, in t.his case, was of so mixec1 and 
diversified a ch!trlwter, and so prominent.ly identified with 
almost every grcat movement of the perioe1 into which it 
fell, t.h!tt it would be impossihle to present it to !tdvautage 
in the form of a continuous and orderly lUuTative. After 
considerable l'efieetion, the plan here adopted wttS deter
mined upon -that is, presenting an out.line of t.he history 

. of Dr. 'Morse's life, sufficient to llleet t.he wishes of' those 
who luwe not the time or the inclination to go into its 
minuter details, while, without involving the necessity of' 
mueh repetition, it mfty sorve as the . basi::; or startillg-poillt 
of a record of' what he accomplished in the varions (lqmrt
ments of active usefulness. N cady everything of int~rest 
pertaining to his history down to the period of his settle· 
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lllent in Charlestown, will be' found in the outline i but 
fl'OlU t11nt time onward the services which he rendered in 
different spheres form the subjeets of as many distinct 
chapters. 

.' No smnll embarrassment has been eXI,erielleed in the 
pl'eparation of' this Memoir, partly from a difficulty of' 
selecting from the· multiform lttbors of Dr. Morse those 
which are most worthy of an enduring reeol'd, and partly 
fl'Olll the immense mass of' nmterinl out of' which such a 
record was to be formed. So numerous nnd intimate 
were his relations with passing events, that his lifo might 
have easily been made the germ of the general histol'Y of' 
his time i but as nothing so extensive as that was contcm
lplnted, it has only remained to select those fltcts and 

• 

experiences in his life which have proved of' the greatest . 
interest, introducing only so much of' the history of' the 
period as wus necessary to illustrate their connections. So 
rich and varied and extensive was his correspondence, that 
several selections of letters might have been malle, 
shedding light upon the principal events of his life, that 
would have been scarcely inferior, in point of' interest, to 
thoiie which me scattered tlll'ough this volume. 

, 

As Dr. Morse lived nt n11 eventful period, especially in 
the· religious history of New England, and was perhaps 
m01;o signal1y identified than any other man with the 
great controversy of his clay, it was not to be cxpected 
that he should escape animadversion. Accordingly, we 
:find that he was brought into conflict with some distin
guished individuals, and differed widely in opinion with 
many others; but the details of these conflicts 01' differ
ences, bcyond what is absolutely clue to historic fidelity, it 
has not been thought desimble to record. The controvcrsy 
which he had with Miss Hannah Adams, though, to some 
extent, of a personal nature, was perhaps too important ill 
some of its hCltl'ings to be ignored; but the brief state-
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ment of the le~ding fads connected with it in the letter 
by Mr. Sidney E. Morse supersedes, it is believed, the 
necessity of any formal notice of it in the narl'ative of 
Dr. Morse's life. 

It itl an [lct of simple justice to say that Mr. Richard C. 
:Morso, the youngest of Dr. Morse's sons, hus performed 
!Lll amount of labor :in cOllnection 'with this volume, that 
has rcnlleretl it somewhat difficult for me to ullow my own 
namc to appeal', unaccompanied by his, on tho titlc page. 
To him belongs the credit of gathering into a continuous 
series lIearly all the letters thnt are published, out of an 
amount of cOl'l'eSpolll1ence that is tl'u,ly appalling; and my 
own persoHal exmnillation has satisfied me of the good 
judgmcnt and tHste generally manifest6{1 in thc selection. 

Many flwtS in his fhthcl"s history, which do llotfillc1 a 
place in this 'volume, huve been nscertained and fixed 
through his indefatigable researches, all which will of 
course be carefully preserved in manuscript for tho liollefit 
of postcrity. I havc endeavored to perfOl'll the office 
assigned 1110 with aU impartiality :1l1d fidelity, while yet I 
am quite aware that the result of' my eiIort falls fur short 
of what is due to the memory of' my illutltrious sultiect. 

.. 

This Melloir WHS prepared several years ago nt the 
reque~t of, tl}c Inte SOllS of Dr. Mo['se. Owing to a delay 
in the preparation of letters of reminiseences by them, it 
was not really fbI' pnblicntioll befbre their death. These 
letters, as found among their papers, are now fUl'llishec1 to 
me by Dr. Morse's grandson, Mr. Richard O. Morse, and 
make part of this volume. 

""V. B. SPRAGUE. 

FLUSHING, J1faZI 1, 1874. 

• 

• 
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MEMOIR 
OF 

JEDIDIAH MORSE, D'.D. 

I. 
OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 

JEDIDIAH MORSE was a descendant, in the fifth 
generation, from Anthony Morse, who clime to 
this country from Marlborough, Wiltshire, Eng. 
land, in 1635, and settled in Newbury, Massachu
setts. Peter Morse, the grandson of Anthony, 
removed about the year 1698 to New Roxbury, 
then in Massachusetts, thongh it subsequently 
pas,:,ed to the jurisdiction of Connecticut, and 
took the name of Woodstock. Here Jec1idiah, 
gl'fwdson of Peter, and father of the subject of 
this memoir, was born in 1726. He (the father; 
was a man of no small consideration in his day, 
having held various public offices, and among 
them that of Representative of the town in the 
Oolonial and State Legislatures for more tlutn 
fifteen years. He ,vas also an influential member, 
and a Dea.con, of the First Oongregational Church . 

• 

I-Ie lived to the romarkable age of ninety-four 
years. He was married in 1747 to Sarah Child, 
also of W ooclstock, with whom he lived most 
happily fifty-eight years. They had ten children 
of whom Jedidiah, who is commemorated in this 
work, was the eighth, and was born on the 23d 
of August, 1761. 

1 

• 
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2 OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 

In his childhood and youth he discovered a 
gentle and affectionate disposition, together with 
a conscientious adherence to the cOllvictions of 

• 

duty. He early exhibited an uncommon fondness 
for books, and expressed a strong desire for a 
liberal education; and this desire was the more 

• • 

readily yielded to fl'om the fact that his physical 
constitution was deemed inadequate to the bbours 
of the farm. He fitted for Oollege in the Academy 
in his native place; and so vigorous and success
ful was his application to study that he was 
examined and admitted to the Freshman class of 
Yale in the spring of 1779, within less than a 
year from the time that he commenced his pre
paration. Before the Oollege term commeneed, 
however, he was dra.fted as a soldier in the Oon
necticut Line of the Army .. But his father, by 
an immediate and earnest application to Governor 
Trumbull, sllcceec1ed in procuring for' him an 
exemption from military duty, so that he was 
enabled at once to take his place in College. 

During his Oollege life he kept up a constant 
correspondence with his father, which is still 
preserved; and from it may be gathered not 
0111y many of the incidents 'of his daily life, 
but much that is illustr~tive of the period 
through which he was passing. As his father 
was far from being in affluent circumstances, 
the expenses of his education were necessarily 
directed by a strict economy, and, in order to 
meet them fully, he engaged, for a time, in teach
ing a school, and, shortly after his graduation, 

, 

, 
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OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 3 

taught a class in singing, in the neighbouring 
town of Guilford. In a class distinguished by 
its honoured names he had a highly respectable 
standing as a scholar; and, by his modest and 
kindly demeanour, he rendered himself a general 
favollrite. He gn.ve more thFLn ordinary attention 
to the culture of the social graces, availing him
self of all legitimFLte opportunities for mingling 
in cultivated female society. And his presence 
was always sure to be recognized as an element 
or pleasure. His fine musical powers were very 
likely to be called into exercise in any circ1e 
into which he might be thrown. He read and 

• 

studied with great relish Chesterfield's Letters on 
P·oliteness; and such was his estimate of this 
book as a, guide in forming the manners, that, 
even after his settlement in the ministry, an 
edition of it was published, by a bookseller in 
Boston, under his supervision. c, Chesterfield on 
Politpness, improved by Dr. Morse," was the lucli-. , 
crOllS title under which the book was advertised 
in some of the newspapers. 

,:rhough young Morse had had the henefitof a 
strictly religious education, and had dOll btless 
been the subject of serious impressions in child
hood and· early youth;""it does not appear that he 
was ever brought to regard religion as the great 
personal and practical concern till his Sophomore 
year in College. In a letter to his father, dated 
15 February, 1781, he writes thus: 

• 
"I have conversed with the Pres,ident" (Stiles) "on the 

subject of religion. He gave me excellent advice, and proposed . 

• 
, 

\ 
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4 OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 

my joining the church. I think ib of the first importance to 
cng1Lge in religion in early life, while we h1Lve the promise of . 
finding, awl not to delay the duty to old age or a sick bed, I 
intend to converse with him again: (1n Friday, though I 1LIn 
hardly prepared to take the step he proposos, and may <.lefer it. 
I wish I could now talk to you and my mother on the sulJjoct; 
uut.! tllis being impossible, I hope you will improve every 

• 
opportunity to give me your advice," 

On t he 20th of the same month he writes thus: 
• 

" I h1Lve now to tell you something of tho gro1Ltost importance 
to mo, and of no little interest to you, my dear parents. It is 
my purpose to. make a solemn dedication of myself to God, my 
Oreator. Dreadful, yet pleasing thought! to entel' into cove
naut with the living God! Holmes '* and myself were with the 
I'rc:,ident on Satnrday, and again on Sunday noon; when wo 
gave our consent to be propounded for admission into the 
chmch; and, accordingly, we were so, 1Lt the close of the public 
seryiee. The President gaye us good advice, read to us' the' 
Oonfession of Faith, and the Oovenant, asked us llIany questions 

• 

upon them, and whether there wore any articles that we could 
not fully assent to, and, as there were nono, he said t.hat he 
should proceed to admit us into the cl111reh It fortllight hence. ' 

" I now call to mimI with plOflsure the many instructions you 
have given me. I reproach myself with having paiel so little 
heed to them. How can I bettor repay you fur all your trouble 
aud care for me, from my infancy, than lJY giving myself to 
God, my Maker 1 I trust I can do so with the utmost willing
MES, and with a. humhle dependence on Jesus Chri:-;t, the 
Mediator. May it be done in !t manner acceptable aucY well 
!Jleasing to Him," " .' 

Accordingly, on the first Sabbath in March, 
1781, being then in his twent.ieth year, he made 

• • 

a public profession of his faith. and WllS admitted 
n. member of the College Church. Consequent 

.. . , 

• Afterwards Rev. Dr, iloll1lcS of Call1briug~, llis classmate, 
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OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 5 

upon this was H, resolution to devote himself to 
the ministry of the Gospel. . 

In a letter bearing date June 24; '1783, he writes 
thus: 

• 

"But threp, weeks and I am to go forth into the world to 
put to practical use the learning I have be on acquiring. It is 
truly a pleasing, but anxious thought: pleasing, as I may hope, 
with the blessing·of God, to preach the glad tidings of sltlvation, 
and anxiou8 when I think of coming in contact with those who 
reject Christ." 

, 

Tho following amusing incident he used to 
relate, as illustrative of the experience of not a 
small number who enter the ministry. On the 
day that he took his first degree he met, in one 
of the College buildings, the venerable Dr. Bel
lltmy, then far advanced in life, moving slowly 
up the stair case; and he promptly offered hini 
hiK arm, thus assisting him in hiR somew hat labori-

, 

ous walle The Doctor thankfully acknowledged 
this polite attention, and asked him his name, to 
what class he belonged, H,nd to what profesHioll 
he intended to devote himself; and, having 
learned that it was his purpose to become a 
minister of the Gospel. he gave him his blessing, 
and added, "Now let me tell you how it will 
fare with you. after you Hhall have preached as a 
candidate, received a call, and been settled over 
it parish. At first your people will doat on you
they will say to you," 'Poor pussy, poor pussy.' 
Soon their fervour will cool, and the word will 
be simply' Puss, puss.' And at last it will be 
, Scat you.' " 
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6 OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 

On the completion of his Oollege course, in 
1783, he' continued to reside in New Haven, and 
prosecuted his theological studies under the joint 
direction of Dr. Jonathan Edwards, then Pastor 
of the 'White Haven Ohurch, as it was called, and 
Dr. Samuel Wales, Professor of Divinity in Yale 
Oollege. At' the same time, with a ,view to 
relieve his father from any additional e:xpense 
'on his account, he engaged in teaching a school 
of young girls. In this enterprise he was emi
nently successful, commanding the patronage of 
many of the best families in the city . 

He was remarkable, from his early years, for a 
habit of persevering mental activity , he always 
found full occupation for his whole time. Hence, 
in the winter of 1783-84, besides pursuing his 
theological studies, and teaching the duy.-school 
for girls already referred to, he met a class of 
young ladies two evenings in the week, and a 
class for singing on two other evenings. And 
this vast amount of labour was accomplished with 
a natura.lly delicate constitution, and with, fre
quent interruptions occasioned by ill health. . 

, 

The course of theological study a,t that period 
was far more limited than it is now; and hence 
'\Ve find that when Mr. Morse had pmsued his 
studies for only a few months, repeated intima
tions came to him that .if he would' consent to 
receive license to preach, he might. be advantage
ously employed in an important field;, but his 
good sense prevented him from yielding to any 
such proposals. He had a deep sense of the 

, 
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importance of the office to which he was aspiring, 
and was unwilling to jeopard his usefulness by 
entering on its duties, without what was deemed, 
at least Q,t that day, m!tture preparation. 

It was while he was tea.ching a school at this' 
period that the thought first occurred to him that 
was destined to have its issue in his becoming the 
Father of American Geogra,phy. But I shall leave 
the details of this grand enterprise to form the 
subject of a distinct chapter. 

On the 27th of September, 1785, he was 
examined and licensed to preach, by the New 
Haven County Association, met at East Haven,-' -
in anticipation of which, his mind seems to have 
been deeply exercised in regard to the responsi
bilities he was about to assume. Two days before 
hiH licensure, he was invited to preach as a candi
date in the vacant pulpit in Farmington, Conn.; 
and, about the same time, received similar appli
cations from some other places; but the invitation 
which he accepted was from Norwich, Conn.; 
where he not only supplied the pulpit, but 
engaged in teaching a school. In February of the 
next year, (1786,) an urgent request for his sEll'vi
ces was made oy the people of Deerfield, Mass. ; 
but the congregation at Norwich, as soon as they 
became apprized of the movement, took measures 
to retain him which proved successful. 

In the spring of this year he was chosen a Tutor 
ill Yale College He accepted the appointment, 
though it cost him no small sacrifice of feeling to 
leav.e Norwich, where his labours had been highly 
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• 

• 

acceptab1e, and he had drawn around him a large 
circle of warmly. n,ttfwhed friends. He was in
ducted into the Tutorship on the 26th of June, 
and immediately entered on his new duties with, 
great zeal and alacrity. . 

. But scarcely two months had passed when hi~ 
11en,lth began to be perceptibly impaired by reason 
of his excessive labours. Just at that time his 
classmate, Abiel Holmes, who was settled as 
Pastor of a Congregn,tioIln,l Church in Midway, 
Georgia, had returned to New England to escape, 
for it time, the enervating influence of a Southern 
clima.te; and the two friends agreed, with the 
consent of the College Faculty, that they would 
temporarily exchange places and occupations, 
with a view to their mutual benefit. Accordingly, 
Mr. Holmes assumed tlie duties of Tutor, and Mr. 
Morse commenced at once his preparations for 
going to Georgia. The most important of these 
was his receiving OrdinatlOll, so that he might be 
qualified to discharge all'the duties of the pastoral 
office. It was arranged that 11tl should be ordained 
at the same time with Mr. Samuel Austin, who 
had been his classmate in College. In the pros
pect of this service, he set apart a day for private 
prayer and fasting, in respect to which he has 
left the following record: 

"7 November, 1786 This day I devoted, as far as the neoes· 
• 

sary preparations for my journey would permib, to humili.ttion, 
fasting and prayer. I renewed my self·dedication to God, 
resolving, in the strength of Divine Grace, to give up myself 
wholly to my Saviour, making his glory the ultimate end of my 

• 

, 
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actions, and subordinating my temporal pursuits to those which 
are spil'i tuaI. " , 

Of the ordination and the exercises preparatory 
to it, he has left the following account: 

• • 

• 

"9 N ovembcr, Thursday --This has been to me the most 
solemn day of my life. Last evening 1 requested ordination of 
the Council eonvened to ordain Mr. Austin. ]}Iy request was 
granted, and I then sUHtained the usual examination, which was . 
long and critical, lasting till elcven o'clock at night. The hour 
for the ordin~ttion service was fixed for ten o'clock, Thursday 
morni~Jg; but necessary preliminaries detained the Ooup-cil till 
eleven o'cloek, when we proceeded to Fair Haven ':Meeting 
House. The doings of the council were read; the Introductory 
Prayer was made by Hev. David Hipley, of Hipton; an excel. 
lent Sermon was delivered by Hev. Dr. Jonathan Edwards, 
from Acts XX, 26 ' I am pure from the blood of all men;' the 
Ordaining Prayer for Mr. Austin was made by Hev. Nicholas 
Street; the Oharge to him was given by Rev. Dr. Stiles, and the 
Right Hand of Fellowship by Hev. Dr. Wales. Rev. Noah
Williston made my Ordaining Prayer; Rev. Chauncy Whittlesey 
gave me a solemn and weighty Oharge; Brother Holmes the 
Right Hand of Fellowship; Hev. j}Ir. Lockwood madc the 

• 

Ooncluding Prayer. The whole services were performed with 
great propriety and solemnity." . 

Communicating this event to his father the 
same day, he says: 

, 

" The weight and importance of the trust commit-tOll to me, 
the solomnity of the transaction, together with the idea of part. 
ing with my dear fricnds, and going into a distant land among 
strangers, affccted me even to tears. I humbly hope that, 
through the whole servicc, I havc experienced, in some good 
degree, the Divine presence and support. I have oOllunitted 
myself to God, and go forth in his stl'ength aud under the wing 
of his protection." 

- " , , . 
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He set out on his journey to the South the day 
after his Ordination, and reached Midway, Ga" the 
place of his destination, after a most interesting 
journey, on the 19th of January, 1787. Here 
he remained, preaching to great acceptance, for 
about six months, when, much to the regret of the 
congregation to which he had miuistered, he took 
his leave of them, with a view to return to Ne,Y 
England. After stopping for a few weeks in 
Oharleston, S. 0., he prosecuted his homeward 
journey, fl,nd arrived at New Haven on the 28th 
of August, 1787. 

In the course of the winter of 1787-88, he 
. received an invitation, through Dr. Rodgers, of 

New Y 0rk, from the Oollegiate Presbyterian 
Ohurches, of which he was a Pastor, .to preach to 
them as a candidate for two months. W'ith this 
request he complied, commencing his labours there 
sometime in March. Before the" time for which 
he was engaged had expired, the Session invited 

, 

him to continue three months longer to this 
proposal also he consented, and, accordingly, 
remained with them till the second Sunday in 
August. Meanwhile he received a pressing invi
tation to return to Georgia, which some of his 
friends, among w):lOm was the venerable President 
Stiles, advised him to accept; but Dr. Rodgers, 
with whom 'he was in daiJy intercourse, advised 
him to decline it; partly on the ground that his 
constitution was not suited to a Southern climate, 
and partly in view of the probability that a more 
eligible situation would open to him at the North. • 



• 

OUTLINE OF HIS LIFE. 11 

The First Congregational Church in Charles· 
town, Mass., having become vacant by the death 
of the Rev. Joshua Paine, in February, 1788, the 
Rev. Dr. Belknap, of Boston, wrote to the Hon. 
Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster General of the 
United States, and a member of one of the United 

• 

Presbyterian congregations in New York, inquir
ing; what impression Ml'. Morse had made there as 
a preacher, that he might thus judge of his quali
fications to become Mr. Paine's successor. Such 
was the tone of Mr. Hazard's reply that, in May 
following, Dr. Belknap addressed a letter to Mr. 
Morse, by request of the Committee of the Ohurch 
in Oharlestown, inquiring concerning his engage-

• 

ments in New York, and the probability of his 
being able to preach to them as a candidate. 
Though he could not then speak with any certainty 
of his future arrangements, the purport of his 

• answer was such as to produce a request from the 
Church, through Dr. Belknap, that he would visit· 
Charlestown, and occupy their pulpit, for a while, 
with reference to a settlement. 

His term of service in N ew York having expired 
in August, he left the city and went to New 
Haven, where he attended the Commencement in 
September. While there he received a request 
from the Ohurch in New York to return and preach 
for them three months longer; but, in view of 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, he felt 
constrained to decline. Though he was highly 
acceptable to a large majority of the people, yet 
a portion of them were so much attached to the 

•• 

• 
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, Rev. James Muir, a Scotch minister, (then lately 
from Bermuda, ,afterw.ards the venerable Dr. 

, 

Muir, of Alexandria,) that he did not believe that 
he could remain without putting in jeopardy the 
peace of the congregations. The result was that 
both candidates withdrew, and the two parties 
were forthwith brought into harmony, while the 
friendly relations of the two ministers were :t:lever 
interrupted for an hour. Dr. Muir was one of the 
most truehearted and generous of men, and withal 

. an instructive and able preacher; but he was so 
intensely Scotch that there were comparatively 
few American congregations which were able to 
suitably appreciate him. 

Meanwhile the Congregation in Charlestown 
were waiting impatiently to welcome him; and 
he yielded to their wishes by passing the first two 
Sabbaths in November alllong them. During his 
brief visit there, he preached 'to them almost 
every day, and sometimes twice a day, besides 
preaching three times in Boston; and so accepta
hIe were his services that, immediately after his 

,return to New York, they sent him the following 
unanimous call to become their Pastor: 

OHARLESTOWN, Mass., 20 Nov. 1788. 
"Reverend Sir: Since your departure, the Church and Con

gregation in this place have held a meeting and given you a 
call to settle in the work of the Gospel Ministry among them; 
and the votes which we have the pleasme, by their order, to 
enclose, will show that the esteem and affection which they 
appeared to entertain for you while you were here, are not, in 
any degree, abated. The circumstances of, the Parish did not 
admit of their exceeding the terms annexed to their call, and 
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we most earnestly wish that these may appear eligible and pro
perin your view. As the usefulness of a Gospel minister in 
the promotion of true religion and the Redeemer's Kingdom 
depends very much, under God, upon the degree of unanimity 
in his call, we are led to hope that this consideration will have 
such weight in your mind as to induce you to return us a speedy 
and affirmative answer. In the pleasing expectation of which, 
and of soon seeing you here, we remain, Sir, your friends and 
humble servants 

RICHARD OAR Y, 
NATHANIEL GORHAM, 
JOHN ·LARKIN, 
THOMAS MILLER, 

Parish Committee. 

,. Proceedings of the First Parish of the Town of Charles
town. 

"Voted, unanimously, James Russell, Esq., llfoderator, to 
concur with the Church in the choice of the Rev. J ec1ic1iah 
Morse to be Pastor of this Ohurch and Congregation. 

" Voted that he receive cleven dollars a week salary . 
" Voted that he have firewood sufficient for his study until 

· married, and, when manied, that he be furnished with a dwell
ing-house, and barn, and twenty cords of wood annually. 

• 

" Voted that the Parish COlllmittee be requested to trans
mit to the Rev. Mr. :Morse the Proceedings of this meeting. 
Charlestown, 24 N ovembel', 1788." . 

The following is Mr. Morse's answer: 

" NEw YORK, 6 December, 1788 . 
• 

" Much Respccted Gentlemen: Your letter of the 26th ult., 
with the Proceedings of your Church and Congregation, was 
received by the last post, and is now before me. Its contents 
have been wcighed, and the advice of my friends has been 
taken; so far as the time [md the circumstances would allow. 
The unanimity, the affection and the generosity manifested in 
the call, inuuce me and my friends to believe that 'it is the C(1n 
of God, (1nd that Providence is, by this means, pointing to 

2 
• 

• , 
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• 

Charlestown as the scene of my future ministerial labours. The 
pastoral charge of so many precious souls as are in your con. 
gregation is a bmclen which could not be borne without the 
supporting promises of the GospeL ' Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the' end of the world,' are his words, who commis. 
sions his faithful il,mbassadors, and who is their Almighty 
Friend. 'Through Christ whostrengtheneth us we can do all 
things.' Encouraged by your proposals, and by tho confidence 
which I repose in your friendship and affection, and sUPI)orted 
by the promises of the Saviour, I send you my answer in the 
affirmative, and hereby manifest my willing and cordial accept. 
ance of your call. 

"While I inform you of my acceptance of your call, I must 
add tllat, through a very UneXI)ected delay and protraction of 
the busir.ess in which I am at present engagcd,~' it will not be 
in my power to come to Charlestown till the close of winter Or 
opening of spring. In the course' of six or eight weeks, I 
shall probably be able to fix the time when I can, by leave of 
Providence, be with you. I hope it will not be difficult for 
you to obtain supplic~ for the winter, as I am informed that my 
worthy friend, Mr. William Woodbridge, is likely to be in your 
neighborhood. '. 

"With cordial wishes for your welfare, I am, Gentlemen, 
with gl'eat esteem and respcct, 
. Your friend and servant in the Gospel, 

JEDIDIAH MORSE . 
• 

Messrs. CARY, &c. 

But, though Mr. Morse found it necessary to 
postpone for a few months his engagement with 
the Charlestown people, he was meanwhile enter
ing into another engagement, with a young lady, 
which was destined to have much to do in giving 
complexion to his future life. The lady referred 
to was Miss Elizabeth Ann Breese, daughter of 

" , 
, 

• The issuing of the second edition of his Geography. 

• 
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Sl1mucl Breese, of Shrewsbury, N. J., and Rebecca 
Finley, daughter of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Finley, 
President of N ew Jersey College. She was the 
only child of her mother, who died' shortly after 
her birth. Their l1cquaintance began in New 
York, at the houso of her uncle, Ebenezer Hazard, 
and was continued at her own home, which was 
at no great distance from Elizabethtown, where 
Mr. Morse was obliged to pass the winter. The 
rumour of the engagement soon reached Oharles
town, and its effect there is thus humorously 
described by Dr. Belknap: 

"In a day or two it. was all over town; and some of the 
elders arc really inquiring how, when and where, the promised 
house shall be got. I suppose it would be something to Mr. 
Morse's advantage, in point of bands and hanclkerohilj''s, if thil> 
report could be contradicted. Do tell him, if he is not too far 
gone, that it will be much in favour of his popularity, and some
thing in his pocket, if he can come to Oharlest.own with hiB 
neck clear of the fatal noose. But if he cannot, I shall tremble
for him unless he should bring a yoke-fellow, whom they must 
worship as much as they do him." 

Mr. Morse, having at length completed the 
business which had detained him so long in New 
Jersey, returned to Charlestown, arriving there 
on the 4th of April. He was met by the people 
with great cordiality, and every thing seemed to 
betoken much happiness in connection with the 
union that was soon to be constituted. On the 
9th of April he addressed a letter to the Pl1rish 
Committee, relinquishing for two years one dollar 
per week of the salary which had been voted him 

• 
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in his call. This was in consideration of the 
• 

great losses to which the people had been sub-
• 

jected by the. burning of Oharlestown at the 
memorable battle of Bunker Hill, and from which 
they had then only partially recovered. The 
previous arrangements having all been made, the 
Installation took place on the 30th of April;
the sa.me day and the same hour that Washington 
was inaugurated as President of the United States. 
The Installing Oouncil consisted of the following 
clergymen, with their delegates: Rev. Joseph 
Jackson, of Brookline; Rev. Joshua Paine, of 
Sturbridge; Rev. Timothy Hilliard, of Oam
bridge; Rev. David Osgood, of Medford; Rev, 
Jeremy Belknap, Rev. Peter Thacher, Rev. John 
Eliot and Rev. Joseph Eckley, of Boston; and 
Rev. Eliphalet Lyman, of"Woodstock, Oon11. The 
lay delegate from Woodstock was the father of 
the Pastor elect. The Sermon on the occasion 
was preached by Dr. Belknap, from r. Peter V, 
3 "Neither as lording it over God's heritage; 
but as ensamples to the flock." The OluLI'ge was 
by Mr. Jackson, and the Right Hand of Fellow-

• 

ship by Dr. Osgood. The Sermon being nfter-
wards printed, and a copy sent by its author to 
his friend, John Adams, then Vice President of 
the United States, it was acknowledged by him 
thus: 

" This elegant discourse I have read with the more pleasure 
because that, beside the good sense, the moral sentiments and 
Christian benevolence which it breathes, I had the Jast week an 
opportunity of commencing an acquaintance with Mr. Morse 

• 
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himself, who appen.rs to be an interesting chamcter, ancl a man 
of litera,ry merit." (See Belknap Papers, Rist. Soc. Rooms, 
Boston.) • 

On Monday, the 4th of May, he left Charles
town for New York, whence he proceeded, on the 
13th, to Shrewsbury, and the next day was married 
to the young lady to whom he had previously 
pledged his hand. The ceremony was to luwe 
been performed by the Rev. Dr. Woodhull, of 
Freehold, N. J.; but a violent North East storm 
prevented his being present, and, as such matters 
afe not to be postponed for weather, the services 
of a Just.ice of the Peace were put in requisition, 
and Thomas Little, E&q., had the honour to con
stitute the rela,tion which was destined, in some 
respects, to be one of the most l'emarlmble of the 

• 

age. 
In 1794 Mr. Morse was honoured with the 

degree of Doctor of Divinity from the U nivel'sity 
of Edinburgh .. He was young to receive such an 
honour as this, especially from a foreign U ni ver
sity; but by this time the success ofllis Geographi
cal enterprise had become well known in Europe, 
and it is not strange that this, in connection with 
his high generu.l attainments, should have called - . 
forth this honourable tribute. 

When a new Professor of Divinity in Harvard 
College wn.s about to be chosen, as successor to 
Dr. Tappan, in 1804, Dr. Morse felt himself called 
upon, as a member of tho Board of Overseers, to 
oppose the election of the most prominent candi
date, on the ground that some of his views of 

• 
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Christian doctrine were essentially different from 
those which the Founder of the Professorship him
self held, and which he must have intended should 
be there maintained. About this time he, published 
a pamphlet, entitled,; "The True Reasons on 
which the Election of a Hollis Professor of 
Divinity in Harvard College was opposed at the 
Board of Overseers." ,shortly after this, in June, 
1805, he originated the Panoplist., a monthly 

I periodical, which was designed primarily to sus
. tn-in the interests of the commonly recei veLl Ortho-' 

doxy of New England. At a later period st.ill he 
put forth all his energies in aid of the establish
ment of the Andover Theological Seminary, and. 
his interest in its prosperity never faltered to the 
last. 

Dr. Morse continued his ministry in Charles. -
town until the spring of 1820, when he was 
induced by circumstances, affecting moro or less 

• 
his personal comfort, to resign his pastoral charge. 
Shortly after this he removed his family to New 
Haven, and there continued till the close of his life. 

Hfl,ving now withdrawn from the cares and 
" 

responsibilities of the life of a Pastor, Dr. Morse 
engaged in a work which had long been near to 
his heart, namely, the Civilization and Christian
ization of the various Indian tribes on our borders; 
and, under a commission of the Secretary of War, 
he spent two successive summers in visiting those 
tribes, with a view to ascertain their condition, 
and devise the most suitable means for their 
improvement. He was associated also, during his 
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ministry, with various other benevolent opera
tions, which will be severally noticed in a subse~ 
quent part of this volume. 

A.fter his removal to New Haven, Dr. Morse 
was engaged chiefly in literary pursuits, and 
occasionally preached for the accommodation of 
his brethren, or to supply a vacant pulpit .. His 
health, though by no means firm, continued com-

• 

fortable till a few weeks before his death; and 
then he underwent a gradual process of decay, 
without being the subject of any marked disease. 
His'last hours were full of joyful triumph, and his 
last words were (in answer to a question designed 
to ascertain particularly the state of his mind) 
" A hope full of immortality that expresses it." 
He died at New Haven on the 9th of June, 1826. 
A. Sermon was preached on the occasion of his 
death, by the Rev. Dr. Bacon. 

Dr. Morse had eleven children, eight of whom 
died in infancy. The three who reached matu~ 
rity all sons still survive. Mrs. Morse died on 
the 28th of May, 1828. 

• 

• 
• 

, 
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II. 

DETAILS 0]' HIS HISTORY AND. DEVELOP. 
MENTS OF HIS OHARACTER. 

• 

I. 

HIS LABOURS AS A P ARTSI-I MINISTER . 

• 

Commencing with his settlement in Charles
town, (the preceding part of his ministry having 
been sufficiently dwelt upon in the previous 
chapter,) our attention is arrested :first by the 
earnest and deeply evangelical sermon which 
he preached on the Sabbath morning nJter his 
Installation, from the text, "For I determined 
to know nothing among you, save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified" 1 Cor. II, 2. This dis
course was evidently intended to shadow forth 
the general type of his preaqhing; and thore is 
no doubt that the whole course of his public 
ministratiol1swas a faithful fulfilment of the 
purpose here expressed in respect to himself. 
The sermon contains the following allusion to 
his eady predecessors, previous to the period of 
the burning of Charlestown: 

• 

" It is now almost an hundred and fifty-nine years since the 
First Ohurch was gathered in this place, and entrusted to the 
pastoral care of the pious :Mr. John Wilson. He removed to 



, 

" 

• 

HIS LABOURS AS A PARISH MINISTER. 21 

Boston, and bccamc the minister of the First Church establi~hed 
there. Since that time the Church in Oharlestown has been 
under the nursing care of twelve ministers,· your present 
Pastor being the thirteenth in the succession. No less than 
six of them came over from England, to escape the rage of the 
Laudi"ll persecution. Several of them left the pastoral care 
of churches in England, and were men of ability, experienoe and 
emincnt picty; nor are reoords wanting to show thll.t the whole 
succcssion have honoured thcii' holy calling, been faithful 
labourers in the vineyard of Ohrist, and good stewards of the 
mysteries of God." 

Every circumstn,nce n,ttending Jhr. lVlorse's set
tlement seemed to give promise of a happy min-. 
istry.The people composing the parish of which 
he took charge, though generally of the middle 
and plainer class, were capable of appreciating 
the excellent qualities of their new Pastor, while 
there were among them several distinguished for 
high intellectual culture, the finest moral and 
religious qnalities, and a widely extended and 
most benign influence. H.e had just formed a 
matrimonifl,I connection which was full of promise 
not only to himself but to his congregation; for 
the lady who had become his wife possessed those 
attractive, generous, noble qualities, which could 
not but rfmder her a favourite wherever she was 
known. He had his home at first with his 
excellent friend, Richard Oary, a man 'of great 
worth, and of high consideration in the commu
nity; and, in due time, a parsonage was provided 
for him, contiguous to the meeting-house. which 
commanded a fine view of Boston, Oharles River, 
the harbour and islands, and much of the sur-

• • 

• 

• 

• 
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rounding country. He was also within three 
miles of Harvard College, the oldest literary 
institution in the land, and very early ca,me into 
intimate relations with its President and several 

• 

6f its Professors. The whole ~ttmosphere around 
biIu was eminently intellectual the most culti
vated society in Boston was always accessible to 

. him; and the ministers of the Boston Associa
tion to which he belonged, received him with 
great cordiality, and he, in turn, gratefully recip-

, 

roca,ted their expressions of good will. Dr. 
Belknap, the well known historian, then a minis
ter of one of the churches of Boston, lutd been 
alrea,dy, for some time, his intimate friend; and 
that great mn.n was n.l wa,ys on the alert to pro
mote the interests of his young brother in the 
ministry, by every means in his power. 

It was an occasion of great grief to Mr. Morse 
that Mr. Richard Cary, the friend who had so 
cordially welcomed him on his arrival, and hy 
whose vigorous co-operation he had expected to 
find himself so much strengthened in his work, 
was, within a few months after the pastoral rela
tion was constituted, called to his reward. When 
his death occurred, (February, 1790), the Pastor 
was absent on a journey; but, on his return, he 
preached a Funeral Sermon, in which he pays a 
warm and grateful tribute to the memory of his 
friend. The Discourse was published, and it was 
the first that its author ever published. 

Almost immediately after his Installation he 
began to devise systematic means for promoting 

• 

• 
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the spiritual well-being of his people, one of the 
first, or the very first, of which was the establish
ment of a monthly lechtre in connection with the, 
catechetical instruction of the young. Both 
Watts' and the Assembly's Oatechisms were 
used as text-books, in accommodation to the ages 
and capacities of those who were to be instructed. 
Early in the next year, (1790), there were 
monthly meetings established in different parts 
of the town to pray for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. These prayers seem to have been 
graciously answered; for an increased attention 
to religion quickly succeeded, and,. though not 
amounting to what, in modern phrase, would be 
called a revival it nevertheless acted as a deci
dedly healthful and quickening influence. During 
the first year of his ministry eleven were added 
to the church; in the second year, ten; and in 
the third, fifteen. That he was deeply interested 
in the geneml cause of revivals may be inferred 
from the fact that, during a season of unusual 
religious attention in Plymouth, in 1794; he went 
thither to witness and share the interest of the 
occasion. The Rev. Dr. Robbins, Pastor of the 

• 

Church, thus acknowledges his obligation for his 
services, in a let~er addressed to him shortly 
after his return: • 

" My fl1mily and people speak of your visit with great satis
faction; and I have abundant reason to believe your labours 

" 
were not in vain in the Lord; for I have heltI'cl many speak of 

• 

the sermons as blessecl· to their edification and consolation in 
Ohrist .resus. I mention this to excite gratitucle in your heart, . 
as well as to encourage you in your Master's work." 

, 

• 
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• 

His intercourse with the neighbouring clergy 
was in the' Boston Association,' itt the 'Thursday 
Lecture,' and by pulpit exchanges. 

The Boston Association of Congregational 
Ministers, with which he became cOlluected, COll
sisted of the several pastors resident in 'Boston, 
and a few in the neighbouring towns. This Asso
ciation was accustomed to meet, once a fortnight, 
in the afternoon and evening, at the houses of the 
several members, in rotation. Theil' exercises· 
were of rather a desultory character, and gene-

• 

rally looked more towards social enjoyment than 
any high intellectual exhibitions or theological 
discussions. 

The Boston Thursday Lecture dates back to 
the early settlement of the town. It originated 
with the Rev. John Cotton, who, hn.ving held a 
similar service in his own parish in Boston, 
England,re-established it, on his becoming the 
Pastor of a church here. The hour of meeting 
was eleven o'clock in the morning. The interest 
which the Lecture awakened, during its early 
history, has been thus graphically represented :* . 

• 

"On every fifth morning of the week, there is a flowing 
together of the people for many a mile around. Villages send 
their Yeomen and Pastors. The walls of Harvard that have 
risen at Newtown contribute of its few students and Fellows to 
swell the train. All other instruction must cease while the lips ' 
of the benignant old Patri:uch Wilson, of t,he eloquent and 
commanding Cotton, of the zealous Norton, of Oxellbridge, the 
well beloved, who broke off his own preaching of this vcry 

• 
" Shade of the Past. 

, 
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Lecture to be carried to his death-bed; are dispensing Divine 
knowledge. The schools dismiss their pupils for the forenoon. 
What array is there of dignity and sanctity ancl comeliness! 
What squares of scarlet cloaks! What borders of wl~ite but 
artificial hair! 'What living complexions of a less shining 
whiteness a~d less presumptously red upon many fair but 
solemn faces, which the arguments of Cotton have divested of 
their veils." 

, 

For some time after this Lecture was estab
lished, the service was conducted, from week to 
week, exclusively by the Pastor of the church. 
But, in due time, an order from the Magistrates 
brought in the neigh bouring ministers also to serve 
in turn. Mr. Morse, during the first four years 
of his ministry, officiated at this Lecture, either 
in his turn or in the pbce of some brother minis-

, . 
tel', fourteen tImes. 

Pulpit exchanges were then reduced 'to a 
system, which rarely, if ever, left the minister to 
occupy his own pulpit more than half of each 
Sabbath. Hence we find Mr. Morse writing to 
his father, a few months after his settlement:-

I 

" I have exchanged with one or other of the Boston ministers 
, 

almost every Sabbath since my coming here." 

• 
While his intercourse with the ministers in 

the neighbourhood was at this time universally 
agreeable, he regarded it as a highly felicitous 
circumstance that to the number of his clerical 
associates was about to be added one, with whom 
he had been in the most intimate relations feom 
early life this was the Rev. Abiel Holmes, who 
had accepted a call from the Church in Cam-

3 
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bridge. Mr. Holmes and himself had been born 
in the same town; had been classmates and 
room-mates, and fellow Tutors at College; had 
preached for some time in the same pulpit in 
Georgia; and now were about to occupy contigu
ous parishes, thus having their residences fixed 
within an hour's walk of each other. Mr. Morse 
attended the Installation of his friend, as a mem
ber of the Oouncil, on the 25th of January, 171)2, 
and, as long as they both lived, their fraternal 
relations were never interrupted. Two days 
before Mr. Holrnes' Installation, Lt. Governor 
Samuel Phillips wrote thus to Mr. Morse con
cerning him: 

, 

"From the c1ll1racter I have had of the Reverend gentleman 
who is about to take the particular charge of the First Ohurch 
Imd Congregation at Oambridge, I feel, as a member of the 
great Christian family, much indebted to you, Sir, for the 
influence I am led to believe you had in bringing about the 
event. I hope for important good consequences therefrom to 
,the uniYersity, and through 'that to many of our ehurches, as well 
as to that church in particular." 

Another accession to the number of his friends 
was mn,de, about the same time, by the appoint
mEmt of the Rev. David Tappan, Pastor of a 
Ohurch in Newbury, to the Professorship of 
Theology in Harvard College. Mr. Morse had 
not only voted, as one of the Board of Overseers, 
in favour of his election, but, by his influence 
with benevolent indivtduals of his own parish, had 
assisted in raising the money (about four hundred 
dollars) required by the congregation of Newbury, 

, 
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as the condition on which they would part with 
their Pastor . 
. At an early period of his ministry, and even 

before his ministry commenced, Mr. Morse be
came deeply interested in the subject of Baptism, 
finding himself constrained to adopt views from 
which many good people then dissented, and 
which ·woulu find still more numerous opponents 
at the present day. As far back as when he was 
a member of Oollege, he wrote a letter of twelve 
pages, defining his views of the subject, which 
seem never to have materially changed, as the 
result of subsequent examination. During the 
period that he exercised his ministry in Georgia, 
he gave much attention to the question, ." Who 
are the proper subjects of Infant Baptism 7"
and he became fully confirmed in the opinion 
that this ordinance ought to be administer0d not . 
only to the children of parents, one or both of 
whom are in full communion, but to the children 
of all bap~ized persone, whose moral character is 
good, provided they acknowledge a belief in the 
essential doctrines of· the Christian Religion; 
"for" he adds· . , , 

" I believe that baptized persons are members of the visible 
Church, till they are, by a formal vote of the Church, excom
municated. And if they conduet themselves inconsistently 
with their covenant rela.tions, they should be called to a.ccount 
for their misconduct by the Ohurch, and proceeded against in 
the same manner with those who are in full communion." 

Early in 1791 he preached to his people a 
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series of :five Sermons on Baptism, remarking, 
in the introduction, c, For twen ty years, (so far 
as I can learn,) the subjeet bas not been discussed 
among you." He also co-operated with several 
other distinguished men, in reference to the sl1me 
object, either in the Wll,y of floliciting them to 

. write, or of securing a wide circulation to theh' 
, tracts. Drs. Moses Hemmenway, Joseph Lathrop, 

Nathan Williams, and Nathan Perkins, each 
wrote at some length on the subject, and each 
of them proved an able advocate of the views 
he had undertaken to defend. With all of 
them Mr. Morse waR in correspondence while 
they were performing this service, or immedi
ately after they had perform.ed it, regarding the 
efforts which they were severally rna,king a~J 

having a vital bearing on the prosperity of the 
Church . 

. Dr. Rodgers of N ew York writes thus to him . 
under date of May, 1793 : 

" I had almost forgot to tell you, what indeed is one of the 
principal designs of this letter, that I have not seen any 
thing that supersedes the necessity of your finishdlg and print-

• 

ing the Sermons on Church-membership, of which we have 
more than once talked, particularly directed to the right of 
parents to be admitted to offer their children in Baptism, though 

. they cannot see their way clear to come to the Lord's table. 
The prevalence of the New Divinity principle and practice on 
that subject has taken off much from the importance and bind
ing nature of the ordinance of Infant Baptism. The ordinance 
has fallen with many not only into disuse but disrepute." 

It is hardly necessary to state that Mr. Morse 
reduced his own views to practice, as far as he 
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could, in his own pastoral clul,rge. Early in 
1793 a Committee was appointed, consisting of 
the Pastor and eight leading members of the 
church, on whoso report the following plan was 
adopted and oontinued in practice during hi.s 
ministry: "That persons, wishing the privilege 
of Bap6s111 for themselves and their children, 
shall be propounded to the congregation, and, if 
no objection be offered, they shall be admitted to 
the privilege, on subscribing ft declaration of their 
helief in the Christian Religion." 

Mr. or rather Dr. Morse (for the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity had been conferred upon him 
\11 1794) was called, in April, 1796, to mourn the 

• 

• leath of Thomas Russell, the eminent merchant, 
• 

who, though at the time of his elea,th a resident of 
Boston, was a, native of Charlestown, and had 
intended to spend t1lElre the evening of his life. 
He preached a Sermon on the death of that dis
tinguished man, in which he attributes to him 
the noblest virtues, and declares, with grea,t em
phasis, that he was not ashamed of Christ or of 
his Cross. Only two months after this, while he 
was on a journey in the State of New York, he 
was overtaken with the tidings of the dea,th of 
his distinguished parishioner, J uelge Nathaniel 
Gorham, President of Oongress in 1786. Oom
missary Richard Devens writes to Dr. Morse con
cerning the sad event as follows: 

• 

"The day after you left us was held our Monthly Evening 
Lecture .. The Honorable lVIr. Gorham was present, and had 
Beemed for some days past in bettor than usual health. Re-

• 



30 HIS LABOURS AS A PARISH I1IINISTIi:R. 

turning home through his garden (the nearest way from the 
Church) with Mrs. Gorham, and his daughter, Mrs. Bartlett, 
he told them he could not speak. ' You are notional,' "replied 
Mrs. GOl'ham with her usual IJleasantness. When he got into 

• 

the housc, his facc was pale, and, perceiving that thAY noticed 
it, he said, 'You are frightened now.' Medical aid was 
promptly procured; but in vain. A paralysis took place, apo. 
plexy followed, and on Saturday he left us." 

At the Funeral, the largest which had ever 
been known in Oharlestown, the flags were at 
half-mast. The Sermon by Dr. Thacher. and the 
Eulogy by Thomas vVelch, M. D., were printed 
at the expense of the town, and a copy given to 
each family within its limits. Two years after 
this, Judge James Russell, father of Thomas 
Russell, and another eminent parishioner of Dr. 
Morse, finished his course at the advanced age 
of eighty-three. He was distinguished for publie 
spirit, o.hristian philanthropy, and general excel
lence, of character. The Doctor preached and. 
published a Sermon containing a just and beauti· 
ful tribute to his memory. 

In 1796 a Circular was .sent extensively to the 
Churches, inviting them to institute a Quarterly 
Ooncert of Prayer. He acceded at 011ce to the 
proposal, and held a meeting in his parish. He 
writes to his father shortly after as follows: 

"I am glad that your Concert Lecture (in Woodstock) proved 
so agreeable Imd was so well attended. OUl'S was private, only 
church-members being present. The attendance was full, the 

" 

meeting solemn and agreeable. . I opened by reading the Cir. 
cular Letter of Messrs. Austin and King. I read from Presi. 
dent Edwards, ill 1747, remarks, explaining the object of the 
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.Concert and the reasons for it. Dr. Eckley and a few of his 
Church, and myself and. Church, are all that joined in the 
Concert. " .. 

So it was at first. But two years later, (Janu
ary, 1797,) ill a letter to Dr. Er::;kine of Edin
burgh, he notes an important change: 

• • 
" The Concert of Prayer is regularly attended tIle first Tues. 

day of every quarter January, April, &c., at 3 o'clock, P. :ilL, 

by ~ix ministers in and about Boston. Our meetings are held 
in each other's churches in rotation. They are full anel solemn, 

. The effects have been visibly for the advancement of our holy 
religion. The fricnds of the Concert increase, I think, rather 
than diminish. The ministers thus united are Dr. Thacher and 
Dr. Eckley of Boston, Hev. Mr. Harris, of Dorchestcr, and 
myself; Dr. Stillman and Mr. Baldwin, Baptist lllini~tcrs of 
Boston. Thc Concert is, by no mcnns, general in the State 
Here and there a church observes it." • 

In November, 1801. he established a Saturday 
Evening Lecture, which was followed by very 
happy results. The idea seems to have been 
suggested to him by several affecting den:ths 
which lutd then lately occurred among the yOUDe: 

• 

people of his charge; and the lectures were de 
signed as familiar expositions of the leac1iug 
truths and duties of religion, taking the West
minster Assembly's Shorter Catechism as his 
guide. This course· was discont.inued after six 
months, but the lectures' were resumed under 
very favourable auspices in the faU of 1802. At 
the close of this second course, he writes (May, 
1803) : • 

• 

" I continued my Saturday Evening Lectures to young people 
till the 16th of April. The number who attended constantly 

• 
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was from two hundred to three hundred and fifty or fonr hun
dred. The last attendance was fullor than auy other. I have 
enjoyed these exercises, and I can not doubt of their good effect. 
Eighteen persons have been added to my church tho past six 
months."- -

The Ohurch Records show an unusual addition 
to the llumLer of comml,ll1icants at this period: 
in 1802, thirty-three; in 180B, twelve; in 1804, 
fifty-seven; in 1806, twenty-nine an evidence 
that the Oharlestown Oongregation shared in the 
revJving influence by which so many of the New 
\~ngland Ohurches were then favoured. 

On the 10th of January, J 800, some of his 
parishioners testified their gratitude and respect 
towards him by presenting to him the cloth, 
which -had been wlOd to shroud the pulpit! the 

• 

three previous Sabbaths, in token of mourning 
for the Father of his country. To a grateful ac
Imowledgment of this expression of their good
will he adds: 

" Every thing connected with the name of IVashington is, on 
that account, precious. Most sincerely do I wish that one 
happy effect of the lamented death of-the Father of his country 
may be to cement friendships more strongly, to obliterate enmi· 
ties, and to harmonize our country." 

At the time of Dr. Morse's settlement there 
was, as there had ever been since the settlement 
of the town, but one Meeting-house in Oharles
town and that belonged' to the Parish; that 
is, to the town organized for the special purpose 
of the support of the Gospel; for such was, at 
that time, the meaning of the word Parish. rrhe 

-
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Parish sold the pews to individuals; and the 
minister's salary, and other expenses of public 
worship, were defrayed by the pewholders alone; 
and yet, strangely enough, "all the legal voters. 
of the town (a few families set off from Cam
bridge excepted) had a right, and exercised it, 
to attend parish-meetings, and to vote on all 
matters that came before tha,t Body." While the 
religious views of all the inhabitants were alike, 
this was harmless. But whin the population 
jncreased by immigration, and a variety of reli-

, 

gious opinions came to be introducecl, the effect 
of this ill-judged organization of the Parish 
began to appear. The pew-holders were out-

o 

voted at the parish meetings, and could not 
gratify their reasonable wishes in regard to the 
Pastor's Rn.lary, and other matters relating to 

• 

public worship. In 1796 they made a voluntary 
subscription to supply tho deficiency of salary; 
but it was felt that nothing of this kind could be 
relied on as n. permanent arrangement. ' In Sep
tember of this year he thus sliac10ws forth the 
possibility n.t least of his being obliged to resign 
his pn.storal charge: . 

" Our parish matters remain mnoh in statu qUI). All expedi
ents to remove difficulties are pursued without union. For a 
month past I have been often perplexed to know what was my 
duty, and have seriously considered and weighed the conse
quences of a dissolution of my connection with this people,. an 
event towards which I have conceived the proceedings of the 
Parish for some time past have been evidently tending. I 
have, at length, after many most painful struggles, determined 
calmly and patiently to hold myself ready either to continue 

• 
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where I am, or to remove, as the hand of Providence shall 
direct. I have full belief that the path of duty will be made 
plain to me in due time. I have no reason to doubt the sincere 
attachment of my numerous Church., nor thc friendship of all 
the most wealthy and respectable part of the rest of the con
gregation. I h<t ve often received from all of· them the most 
unequivocal marks of respect an~ esteem. Yet those who ap
pear united in me, seem so disunited among themsclves, through 
various unfortunate circumstances, that it seems to me impos
sible they will ever be able to devise or execute, unitedly, any 
plan which will remove the existing obstacles to my continu
ance here. But the hearts of all are in the hands of the Great 
Head of the Church, and He will, I know, so overrule all 
events which to us appear dark. as in the most effectual manner 
to advance his glory. As a confidential friend, I state to you 
these particlllitrs. The desire of my heart is that existing 
embarrassments may be removed, and that I may, as happily 
as I have done, continue where I am; but this, at present, 
appears to me doubtful." 

WhfLt was primarily needed to remedy the 
evil in question was an Act of Incorporation; 
and vigorous efforts were made to obtain thiA 
from the Legislature, though they met with m 

decided and clamorous opposition. So palpable 
however, were the justice and reasonableness of 
the measure, that the Legislature flil8sec1 the Act, 
thereby affording the necessnry relief. Immedi
ately after this object had been gained, he writes 
to his father, May 5, 1803 : 

"My own people are now a body by themselves, and act 
unimpeded by the rest of the Parish. They have very unani
mously voted that niy salary shall be in futlll'e the average of 
that of .the Boston Congregational miuisters." 

Until 1801 there was but one meeting-house 
in the town. In May of that year he assisted 
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, 
at the Dedic[1tion of a Baptist Ohurch edifice, 
delivering the Introductory Address, which, 
with the other services of the occasion, was 

, 

printed. Between this Society and his own 
there was unbroken harmony during his whole 
pastorate. ·With the Pa,stor, (Rev. William Col
lier,) ,as well as with Doctors Stillman and 
Baldwin, two eminent Baptist ministers of Bos
ton, he occasionally exchanged pulpits. 

Notwithstanding the auspicious circumstances 
under which Dr. Morse's ministry in Oharles
town commenced, and the manifold tokens of 
blessing by which it was attended in its pro
gress, it cannot be denied that there was much, 
especially in the latter portion of it, that was 
vexatious and harassing. When the Parish 
voted, after the Act of Incorporation, that his 
sala,ry should in future be the average of that 
of the Boston Oongregational ministers, they 
rendered him this honourable tribute, " that 
he discharges the duties of a minister of thl~ 
Gospel with great fidelity, ability and usefulnesE, 
and well deserves a handsome support." And 
on his part he agrees that" he will, as soon as 
possible, without too great a sacrifice, relinquish 
the literary employments which were foreign to 
the appropriate duties of his office, and in which 
he had been obliged to engage in order to supply 
a considerable deficiency in the support of his' 
family." 

To meet the exigency of an increase of salary 
the Parish depended partly upon a tax to be 

, 
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levied on the property of the pew-holders; but, 
as this proved an unpopular measure, and was 
resisted by some even of the wealthy inhabitants, , 
he address'ed a letter to the Parish on the 4th of 
January, 1804, informing them of his purpose to 
annul the llew contract, and to return to the 
saJary stipulated at his settlement. In this 
communication he stated explicitly that his 

• 

salary of eleven dollars a Sabbath, and all his 
other income, except what he derived from the 
S'ale of his books, fell considerably short of his 
iJnnual expenditures. He added that, under 
these circumstances, he should feel at liberty to 
consider any invitation which might be presented 
by some other parish, disposed to give him an 
adequate support, while he bestowed the due 
proportion of his time and attention upon his 
appropriate pastoral duties. 

This communication led to an explanation 
with the Parish Oommittee, which, by their 
request,' he embodied in a letter to the Parish, 
(20 January, 1804,) disavowing, at the same time, 
any wish to leave his pastoral charge, provided 
he could receive from them a fair and honour
able support. If this should be the result of the 
pending negotiation, he intimated his purpose to 
make an arrangement by means of whieh his 
geographical works would not be allowed, in any 
degree, to interfere with his pastoral duties; as 
he would confine himself to the revision and pre
paration for the press of the several editions as 
they should be called for a service that would 

, 
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not occupy him more than an hour a day, 011 an 
average, through the year. The Parish voted 
that it was expedient that their relation with 
their Pastor be continued on the terms and con-

, 

ditions explained in his letter. , During the 
period of five years that this contract lasted, he 
records that "not half the time stipUlated for 
was spent by him upon his geographicftl works." 

In 1808, owing to the difficulty of ascertaining 
the ft verage of the Boston salaries, ftnd to the 
want of funds on the part of the Parish, this 
contract was annulled, and it was stipulftted that 
he should receive twenty-two dollars a week, 
with the use of the parsonage. As the Parish 
had, without any request from him, increased 
his salary in 1803, so he made no objection now 

. to its being reduced; and, as the amount was 
, 

confessedly inadequate to the support of his 
family, he was expected to resort to the same 
means as before,· namely, to the prosecution 
of his geographical enterprise, to supply the 
deficiency. 

From the outline already given of Dr. Morse's 
life: it has been apparent that he was one of the 
most industrious of men; and hence it is no , 

ground of surprise that he took upon himself 
heavier burdens than his health would warrant. 

, 

In 1809 he found himself so much oppressed by 
his manifold cares and labours, that, by the 
advice of his physician, he consented to with
draw from them temporarily; and in November 
of that year he left home, accompanied, by Mrs. 

4 I 
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Morse, and went to Charleston, S. C., where they 
passed the winter and spring in the family of 
the Rev. Dr. Keith. Shortly after his arrival 
there, he accepted an invitation from the Scotch 
Presbyterian Congregation to supply their vacant 
pulpit for three months. And, having fulfilled 
this engagement, he made an excursion of a 
month ~vith Mrs. Morse, of which he gives the 
following account in a letter to his father, dated 
Pinckney'S Island, 5 April, 1810 . 

• , On :Friday the 15th of last month, we left Oharleston 
for Beaufort, whicll, by water, is about ninety miles distant. 
Here lives Dr. James E. B. Finley, Mrs. Morse's uncle. 
Here, on Thnrsday, the 21st, I lefb her, and came by boat to 
this place, whioh is the country residence of Maj or General 
Oharles Ootesworth Pinckney, who was candidate for the 
Presidcncy of the United States in 18M, in opposition to Mr. 

. Jefferson. He owns the whole of the Islancl, which is about 
nine miles in circumference, and is about eighteen miles South 
of Beaufort, and forty Northeast of Savannah. He is a man of 
large fortune and is very hospitable. He, with Mrs. Pinckney 
and daughter, a few years since, spent a summer neal' Boston, 
and frequently visited at our house. Next day, Friday the 
22d, General Pinckney sent me in a barge, rowed by four stout 
negroes, to Savannah, where I arrived in the· evening, and 
remained with Dr. Kollock, '*' anLl other good friends, until 
Monday; when I took a horse and chaise, with a servant on 
horseback, and went on to Midway and Sunbury, where I had 
spent the winter of 1786-87. Here I found a few only of my 
old friends, most of them having died in this sickly place. The 
young l)oople whom I rilal'ried and baptized 'were still living. 
The next day (Tuesday 26th) I delivered a lecture in a new 
house of worship, on the spot where I had formerly preached,
notice of the service 11aving been given the Sabbath before • 

.. Lemuel Kollock, lYf. D., who died in 1828. 

• 
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The lecture was fully attended and the scene was truly affect. 
ing. Many toars wore shod, of joy at meeting once more in 
this world, and of grief at the remembrance of the dead. Much 
regret was expreRsed that I could not prolong my visit. But 
my feelings were so strongly excited that I could not have 
endured a longer stay. The next day (Monday 27th) I returned 
to Savannah, and on Saturday, the 30th, took boat and came 
back to this place." ' 

On their return to Charleston, about the middle 
of April, he found letters from home, which hast" 
ened his departure for the North. These letters 
informed him that somo of the religious interests 
jin which he felt a deep concern would be im
perilled by his protracted absence, and urged his 
return at the en,rliest period that his health would -
permit. Agreeably to these suggestions, he com-
menced his homeward journey with as little 
delay as possible, and the last week in May found 
him at home, engaged in his accustomed pastoral 
labours. The object of his tour was fully accom
plished in the complete restoration of his health. 
Shortly after his return, he was privileged to 
witness a somewhat more favourable religious 
state of things ill his Parish, as the result of 
which twent.y-nine were added to the church in 
the course of the year. . 

Subsequently to this, however, the relations 
between him and his congregation assumed a 
more dnbious character, though he seems gene
rally to have reposed in the conviction that light 
would ere long shine out of the darkness. In 
July, 1816, he made an earnest Address to the 
church·members, with a view to llrouse them to 

• 

, 
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it higher sense of Christian obligation. In this 
Address, 'after having dwelt at some length on 
the history of the Church, in connection with the 
ministry of his seyeral predecessors, he speaks 
thus of his own times: 

, 
" When I was first settled here, this Ohurch consisted of forty • 

• 

two male and ninety female members total a' hundred and 
thirty-two; thirty of whom only now remain alive. '1'he addi
tions since my settlement have been seventy-five males and two 
hundred thirty-three females three hundred and eight in 0,11-· 
forty-five of them admitted by reconlI~10ndation from other 
churches. For the last ten months, there have been no addi
tions to this Ohurch; so long an interval of the kind has not 
lJefore occurred since my settlement with you." 

He next adverts to the neglect of church dis
cipline. He says: 

"Some who dwell among us, though often admonished of 
their sins, have absented themselves month after month, and 
year after year, from our Oommunion and worship. Others 
have been left to fall into open immoralities, for which, though 

• 

reproved privately, and in some instances publickly, they hay/} 
not been brought to repentance and reformation, and still 
remain in their sins, and in connection with the Ohurch." 

The remedy for these evils he proposes to find 
in individual reformation, in agreeing as a Church 
to spend a d!ty of fasting, humiliation and prayer, 
in solemnly renewing their Covenant, and in 
proceeding immediately to acts of discipline 
in reference to some members whose delinquency 
has been of long standing. He recommends the 
appointment of a discreet Committee to examine 
into the particular condition of all the individuals 
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whose names stand on the records of the Church 
-

as members. I find nothing to indicate how far 
this advice was heeded, or whether it was heeded 
at al1. 

Dr. Morse attributed the difficulties into which 
o 

he was now brought, in no small degree, to the . ' 
formation of a Unitarian Ohurch in Charlestown, 
which was incorporated in February, 1816, under 
the name of the' Second Congregational Society.' 
Many of the most influential of his parishioners 
became connected. with this new Church, and 
among them his own family physician, who ad-

o 

dressed to him a respectful letter, in February, 
1817, stating with great frankness the reasons 
of his withdrawal, all of which were embodied in 
t.he one fact of his acknowledged hostility to 
Unitarianism. To this letter Dr. Morse wrote a 
vigorous and ehtborate reply, in which he charges 
that his rights as a Christian minister have been 
grossly trifled with by those from whom he had 8 

o right to expect better things, while yet his fuD 
purpose was to exercise a spirit of candour and 
forbearance, and do his utmost to extinguish the 
coals of strife. 

A bettel' state of things seemed now to be 
opening upon his Congregation. From October, 
18l6, till March following, a revival of consider~ 

• 

able power existed among them, in consequence 
of which not less than fifty new members were 
added to the Church. This he records as the 
most remarkable season of religious 0 interest 0 

which had occurred during his ministry; and he 
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was disposed to recognize in it a pledge of peace 
and prosperity in the future. But herein he was 
disappointed. After about two years of quietude, 
a state of things revealed itself rather suddenly, 
which threw him into deei)er perplexity than 
ever. On the 19t.h of February, 1819, he received 
a paper signed by twenty-five church-members, 
requesting him to unite with the Church in calling 
a Mutual Council to dissolve his pastoral relation. 
His family and friends in the immediate neigh-' 
bourhood whom he consulted, earnestly aclvised 
him to take advantage of the opportunity that 
now offered to withdraw quietly from a field in 
which were open so many sources of perplexity 
and embarrassment. Professor Stuart, in behalf 
of himself and his colleagues in the Theological 
Seminary, addressed a letter to him, expressing 
deep regret in view of the loss of his influence 
to various important object.s, necessarily conse
quent upon his removal from that region, and 
yet., from a regard to his own personal comfort., 

• 

advising, on the whole, to the resignation of his 
• 

pastoral charge. Though he seems not to have 
been quite clear in his own convictions of duty 
on the subject, he felt constrained to yield to 
what he regarded as the more impartial judgment 
of his friends; and, in his request for a dismission, 
he thought proper to ignore the painful state of 
things in which the request had originated. 

He took leave of his people, after the usual 
services of the Sabbath, on the 29th of August, 
1819, in an Address from the pulpit, announcing 
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to them his purpose to resign his pastoral charge. 
The general tone of the Address may be inferred 
from the following extracts: 

"For more than thirty years past, in a very peculiar and 
convulsed state of the world, amidst the rise and rapid propa
gation among us of insidious and dangerous errors, which have 
assailed us OIl, every side, and which I have felt it my duty to 

,expose and' resist, I have endeavoured faithfully, though in 
~uch imperfection, to watch over you, to guard you and to 
feed you with the bread of life, and to take care of the lambs 
of my flock. As to these things, my appeal is to you. Ye are 
my witnesses. . 

"Amidst the pressing call for service without, whioh the 
peculiar state of the Church and of the world at large has 
seemed to me to require, the necessity too which I htwe 1een 
under to labol1l' for a part of my own support, and the duties I 
owed to my flock, it has heen lily endeavour, with all the wis
dom that I could command, to select the things which seemed 
to mc to claim my first attention, and to do them. If I have 
erred in making a selection, it is an error of the head and not 
of the heart. I have done what I could in the station in which 
the Head of the Chureh has placed me. With Him is my 
judgment. 

* * '*' * '*' '*' '*' 
" As regards myself, I view the dissolution of my pastoral 

relation to you as a release from a station of great responsibility, 
of arduolls and constant warfare; as a relief from carcs long 

~ 

sustained, which have impaired my health, and have hccome a 
burden too weighty for my years and my slender constitution. 

'*' '*' 
;« * '*' * * * 

" In what manner this event is to affect the interests of this 
Ohurch and Parish, and the cause of religion iu this region, 
cannot be foreseen. I feel more than I darc trust myself to 
express, for such of you, my brethren and sisters of this Church, 
as have considered it your duty, wit11 me to resist the evils 
which havc come upon us. Trust in God and cleavc to Him 
with all yOUl' hcart. He will giyo you the hlessings you need.' 
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This was the last time that he ever appeared 
before his Oongregation as their Pastor. Leaving 
in the hands of the Parish Oommittee the whole 
matter of the appointment of his successor, he 
entered immediately upon other duties. While 
on a journey, which he commenced shortly after 
this, the intelligence was conveyed to him that 
the Rev. Warren Fay, of Harvard, Mass., had 
been selected as a candidate for the vacant pulpit. 
Regarding Mr. Fay as a thoroughly orthodox 
man, and as possessing great decision of character, 
he immediately wrote to hi::; friends, expressing 
his hearty approbation of the choice, and a wish 
that their influence might be exerted in favour 
of his settlement. In a letter of a later date he 

• • • 

expre.sses a wish that, if the O}lUrch and Parish 
should give Mr. Fay a call, they would address a 
letter to him in New York, naming the Ohurches 
and Pastors they desired to have on the Install
ing Oouncil, and stating that he would name 
those whom he would choose in addition, that 
the Installation might take place before his 
return, if they should desire it. At a later dn,te 
still, (January 26, U~20,) he addressed a letter to 
the Parish Oommittee, containing thQ names of 
three ministers, which number it belonged to 
him to appoint on the Mutual Oouncil, which was 
to assemble for the joint purpose of acting upon 
the question of his dismission and installing Mr. 
Fay as his successor these were thfl Rev. Dr. 
Osgood of Medford, and the Rev. Messrs. Green
oug'h and Homer of Newton, "thev beinO'?' he • <=>' 
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says, "the most aged Pastoi's in the vicihity, and 
naturn]ly caring for the flock which I resign to 
another Pastor." As he was prevented froUl 
meeting the Council, by his prolonged absence, 
owing to important business, he addressed a letter 
to them containing his request for a dismission. 
That request was complied with, at their meet·· 
ing on the 22d of February, immediately after 
which they proceeded to t.he Insta111Ltion of Mr. 
Fay. . 

Dr. Morse's strictly professional life may be 
• 

~onsidered as now closed. Though he often 
preached subsequently to this, and was engaged 
almost till the close of life in important fields of 
evangelical labour, every way worthy of a Chris
tian minister, yet, considering his advanced 
years,· and his very imperfect health, he had no 
desire to enter, a second time, illto the pastoral 
relation. His intense earnestness and activity, 
forming, as they did, essential elements of his 
nature, were patent in all his movements, and 
would scarcely allow him any rest uDtil he went 
to the "rest that remaineth for the people of 
God." 

• 

• • 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • 

II. 

• 

HIS LABOURS L.~ CONNECTION WITH THE UNITARIAN ,CON-
• 

TROVERSY AND OTHEH MATTERS CONSEQUENT UPON IT • 

• 

Dr. Morse's ministry fell into a period that 
• 

was rendered memorable in New England by the 
rise and development' of Uliitarianism; and 

• 

probably his, agency in conducting the pontro-
versy was more marked, as well as more con
tinuous and protracted, than that of allY other 
minister on the Orthodox side. It would be 
impossible to do justice to his life, without going 
somewhat into the details of this part of his 
history. 

Notwithstanding Unitarianism had never, to 
any considerable extent, taken on a palpable 
form, up to the period of the commencement of 
his ministry at Charlestown, there is no doubt 
that it dated back to about the middle of the 
last century. The elder President Adams, in a 
letter to Dr. Morse, written in April, 1815, 
renders the following testimony on this subject: 

" I can. testify as a witness to' the old age of Unitarianism. 
Sixty-five years ago, myoId' minif>ter, (of Braintree), the Rev. 
Lemuel Bryant; Dr. Jonathan Mayhew of the West Church 
in Boston; the Rev. Mr. Shute of Hingham, the Rev. J oIm 
Brown of Cohasset, and perhaps equal to all, if not above all, 

f the Rev. Xlir. Gay of Hingham, were Unitarians. Among the 
• 



, 
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bity how many could I. name, lawyers, physicians, tradesmen, 
farmers. I could £11 a sheet, but at present will name only 
one, Richard Oranch, a man who hacl studied Divinity and 
Jewish Antiquities more than any clergyman now living in New 
England." , 

'. . 
, I In 1755 Dr. Mayhew published a volume of 

• 

, 

Sermons which, though not generally of a COll

troversial character, revealed clearly enough the 
fact that he was an Anti-Trinitarian~ The next 

• 

year was reprinted in Boston" Emlyn's Humble 
Inquiry into the Scriptural account of. Jesus 
Christ." The author of this work was a learned 
English Dissenting minist.e,r, who, though he ha,d 

• 

been previously inclined to Aria,nism, had con-
tinued in fellowship with other Dissenters until 
this book was p1.1blished, (about the year 1700,) 
while he was residing at Dublin jand such was 
the opposition that it awakened thttt it was imme
diately suppressed, and he wa,s not only separated 
from his charge, but arrested and thrown into 
prison. A few months after its appearance in 
this country, the elder Jonathan Edwards, then 
stationed at Stockbridge, addressed a letter to Dr. 
Wigglesworth, Professor of Theology in Harvard 

, 

Oollege, deprecating the effect of the then recent 
publication, and urging him, especially in view 
of his position as a theological teacher, to write 
and publish a,n Answer to the book as early as 
possible. Dr. Wigglesworth did not, however, 
a,ccede to the request, alleging, as the. ground 
of his refusal,. his conviction that the public 
notices which had been 'taken of Dr. Mayhew's 

, 
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book had contributed to its wider circulation, and 
that the best way to neutralize the effect of the 
work in question W[l,S to let it alone. Bilt some 
of the most prominent Orthodox ministers of the 
d[l,y did not sympathize with the Professor in his 
[l,pprehensions, as was evident from the f[l,ct that 
the Rev. Aaron Burr, son-in-law of Jonathan 
Edwards, and his predecessor as President of 
Princeton Oollege, the Rev. N o[l,h Hobart of Fair
field, Oonn., the Rev. Dr. Bellamy, and the Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Hopkins of Newport, all rendered 
a public and st.rongly condemnatory testimony 
in respect to the recent movement in favour of 
U 11 i tarianism. 

The V{ ar of the Revolution was [I, m[l,tter of 
such ab&orbing and univers[I,l interest that, while 
it continued, there W[l,S little disposition to en
gage in this or any other religious controversy; 
but, in 1785, two ye[l,rs after the recognition of 
Our Independence, [1,11 event occurred ill connec
tion with the Ohurch worshipping in King's 
Ohapel, that furnished decisive evidence that 

. the tendencies to Unitarianism had survived the 
war. The Rev. James Freeman, who had beon 

. appointeel Reader in the Ohapel three yeu,rs be· 
fore, was an avowed Unitarian, it is believed of 
the Humanitarian school; and he modified the 
Episcopal Liturgy in accollllllodation to his OWl! 

views. He subsequently applied to Bishol)S Sea
bury and Provost for Ordination, but neither of 

• 

them would consent to perform the service. In 
consequence of this refusal, his Oongregation and 
• • 
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Church 'VVarc1ens took upon themselves this 
Episcopal office, and proceeded to constitute Mr. 
Freeman their Rector or Pal'ltor. This invasion 
of the Episcopal prerogative naturally occasioned 
much comment, and, while many were earnest in 
condemning it, there were some who recognized 
in it a glorious triumph of the right. Dr. Bel.:. 
Imap, for instance, in the Boston Centinel, vin~ 
c1icates the step as the "exercise of a long 
dormant right, which every Society, civil and 
religious, has to elect and ordain their own 
officers," and rejoiced at this triumph over the 
., sacerdotal, prclatical, and hierarchical usurpa~ 
tion" which he thought inherent ill Episcopacy. 

In a letter to the Rev. Theophilus Lindsey of . 
London, one of the fathers of Unitarianism in 
England, dated July 7, 1786. Mr. Freeman, after 
having stated that the altered Liturgy which he 
used was "for a long time unpopular," writes 
thus: 

"But your approbation, the note of Dr. Price annexed to a 
letter of Dr. Lush, and the mention which Dr. Priestley is 
pleniled to make in his sermon on the 5th of N ovem bel', have 
raised it in esteem. It now seems to be acknowledged that the 
book cannot be very absurd which is prn.ised by men of such 
great learning and abilities, and who have been so long and so 
justly admired in this country. I wish the work were more 
worthy of your approbation. I can only say that I enc1ea-

. voured to make it so by attempting to introduce your/Liturgy 
entirc. But the people of the Chapel were not riJ)e for so 
grcat a change. Some defects and improprieties I was under 
the necessity of retaining, for the sake of inducing them to 
omit the most exceptionable parts of the old service, the 

5 
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, 

AthanasJan prayers. Perhaps; in some future day, when th'3ir 
minds become more enlightened, they may consent to a farther 
alteration.' , 

It was only It few months after Dr. Morse's 
settlement in Charlestown that he became aware 
that some of his clericn,l associates were U nita.
rians. In writing to his father, December 30, 
1789, he says: 

"I have been wntmg, by particular desire of a Boston 
gentleman, a defence of the Divinity of the Sa,viour, a doc
trine that is denied by many. I have written twelve sheets 
upon the subjeot. I know not but I shall feel it my duty to 
publish. " 

He here refers to an anonymous letter he 
had received, signed "A Layman" in which 
the writer asserts the U llity of God, and denies 
the Divinity of J esns Christ, deriving his proofs 
chiefly from Emlyn's Humble Inquiry; hut pro
fesses himself open to conviction, if his arguments 
can be disproved from the ~;criptures. In reply 
he wrote and sent the Dissertation above referred 
to, to his Boston ·correspondent for his pernsal. 
He also composed three Sermons on the Divinity 
of Christ fi'om the text, I John, 1, ~3" which 
he preached, at the Boston Thursday Lecture, 
in his turn successively, in January, July, and 
December, 1790. 

• 

In his Introductory Discourse he says: 

" This inquiry is not of a mere speculativo nature. I know 
that great and good men have discussed it, and after all have 

• 

differed widely in their sentiments in regard to the dignity 

• 
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of Jesus Ohriet. But I cannot suppose that therefore it is a 
matter of indifference what I believe concerning Him. Nor is 
the subject of so doubtful and difficult a nature that it is not 
to be handled, and that everyone may be safely left to form 
what opinion he plcascs concerning J csus Ohrist. Oonvinced 
as I alll of his Divinity, and that this is a fundamental truth of 
Christianity, r desire by every f,\ir argument to convince others. 
As a disciple of Christ, as his ambassador, however unworthy 
of the honour, I am under indispensable obligations, as far as 
my knowledge and ability will admit, not only to inculcatc his 
excellent moral precepts, and to illustrate and defend his doc
trines, but especially to maintain his personal honour anri 
dignity, and to assert and vindicate his Divinity. They who 

• 
have committed their immortal interests to Jesus Christ, will 
feel constraincd to vinllicate his right to a Divine character, 
which the Scriptures assign to Him. and from their faith in 

. which they dcrive their chief comfort in life, their solace in 
death, and their only hope for the life to come. That I slutH 
convince those who diffcr from me in opinion on this point, 
howevcl' eamestly I may desire it, I ha vo not the vanity to 
expect; for I do not pretend to bring any new arguments to 
their view. My aim is to make a plain, frank dcclaration of 
what I believe to be the doctrine of the Scriptures. When an 
article of faith of so much importance comes to be called in 
question, denied, laughed at, it behooves those who believe the 
doctrine to lend Lheir seasonahle aid for its maintenance. At 
such a time as this especially, its virdication canllot but be of 
service, by the Divine blessing, to the cause of truth." 

After a time the anonymous correspondent 
referred to above, makes himself known by tho 
following communication: 

"BOSTON,5 February, 1791. 
"To Rev. J. Morse: Honoured Sir: I ought to apologize 

for the request I now make, which is that you would favour me 
with an answer to the arguments contained in the scrap of paper 
enclosed, cut from the late edition of 'Extracts from Stock-



• 
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well's Dissertation on Creeds.' The only apology, however, 
which I cafl offer is that I know of no one whom I thought 

• 

morc able to resolve me in a matter I so mueh wished to be 
satisfied in; and that I was well assured you was disposell, as 
well from inclination as from office, to obviate any objection 
that might be r;ti~ed against a doctrine which you have 180n so 
assiduous to inculcate on your hearers. Your compliance will 
greatly oblige me. I am, &c., JOHN AII10ItY." 

To this letter he returned the following an
swer on the 7th of February: 

" Sir: I have received yours of the 5th inst., with the en
closed Questions, &c. By your halld~writing I perceive, Sir, 
that you arc the author of the manuscript, whose name till now 
I never satisflwtorily knew. Thn.t manuscript first lcdme to con
sider with particuln.r attention the proofs of the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Had I not received it, I should not probably have under
taken the defence of that doctrine from the pulpit, not certainly 
110 soon. But when I found that sentiments were entertained un
friendly to a doctrine which I conceive fundamental to the 

• 

Christian scheme, and that these sentiments were covertly 
propagated in Boston, I conceived it was my duty to be open 
in my testimony aga.inst them. So that I am obliged to you, 
Sir, as the cause, under God, why I have been, as you say, 'so 
assiduous in inculcating the doctrine upon my hearers.' 

• 
"You are pleased to say, by way of apology for your re-

quest, that you knew of no person whom you thought more able 
than myself to l'cRolve you in the matter in hand. I am really 
at a loss, Sir, to know how to receive your apology: whether 
as prompted by your partiality and good opinion of me, or as a 
sareasm on Illy vanity and ignorance in undertaking publicly to 
defend a doctrine which is now generally passed over ill silence; 
and is cousidered by many in this enlightened age to be 'ab
surd' and nonsensical, and such as none but bigots will under
take to defend. Two circumstances led me to consider your 
apology of this doubtful signification: one is, I have stood 
Bolitm'y among my brethren in the pUblic defence of this doc
trine, which, in view of my age and standing among them, may 
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be, and doubtless is, regarded by some of them as savouring 
of vanity, ignorance and bigotry. I canno~ say but it lllay 
appear so to you, Sir, especially as you are not a believer in 
this doctrine. The other reason is, I am very conscious that 
my Boston brethren, w.ho are all older, more experienced and 
better theologians than myself, are any of them better able 
than I am to resolve you in a question of so much importance. 
And I cannot have the vanity to believe that any person, espe
ciuJly a gentleman of your good sense and discernment, could 
think that' no one' of the,m was more able to do it than myself. 
These doubts, I confess, have arisen in my mind. Whether 
you intentionally laid a foundation for them, I pretend not to 
say. I am willing to believe you did not til! I am certified to 
the contrary. I will therefore proceed to answer the queries." 

, 

* * * * * * * , 

To thjs letter Mr, Amory replied thus 011' the 
15th of Fehruary: 

"Honoured Sir: I received your favour of the 7th instant, 
and am obliged to you for it. I should not have again troubled 
you, had I not been exceedingly mortified that a suspicion had 
arisen in your mind that I might not have been sincerc; but. 
only meant a sarcasm, when I declared that I know no one so 
able as. yourself to afford me a satisfactory answer (if one could 
be given) to the question proposed. So far from judging that 
your standing forth almost the solitary advocate among your 
brethren of a doctrine which was openly attacked, and which 
you thought fundamental, savoured of vanity, this very circum
stance created in me an esteem for you. And I cannot help 
here regretting that those gentlemen of the clorg~ who, when 

, 

occasions offer which they think suitable, are ready to declare 
themselves to be Unitarians, do not, with honest boldness, like 
yourself and Mr. Frceman, avow their sentiments in unequi
vocal terms from the pulpit. Surely if they thought, with the 
Publishers of the 'Extracts,' &c., that it was the incumbent 
duty of all who disbelieved the doctrinc of the Trinity to hear 

• • 

testimony against it, for the reasons assigned in their Preface, 
they would 'not suffcr any consideration whatever to deter them 
from their duty. With, &c., JOHN AMORY," 

, 

, 



54 UNITARIAN CONTnOVETISY. 

Early in 1790 n. new edition of Emlyn's In
quiry was announced as in press in Boston. 
Referring to the fact in n. letter to his father, of 
the 13th of April, he says: 

. "I know not but I shall be called on to publish in defence 
of the Divinity of Christ. That doctrine is about to be pub
licly attacked. If· it is, it must be publicly defended." 

He intended to print the remarks which he 
had written in reply to Emlyn's work, and even 
drew up Proposals to publish; but scarcely had 
that work appeared, when it was followed by a 
reprint of President Burr's Answer to it, which 
led him to desist from his purpose. . 

In the faU of the year 1790, happening in a 
bookstore in Boston, he took up a little Tract 

~ 

~mtitled "Divine and Moral Songs, revised and 
altered, so as to render them of general use; to 
which are added a Short C.,.atechism and Prayers, 
by ISAAC WATTS, D. D." On casting his eye 
over the book, he quickly discovered that the doc
trine of the Divinity of Christ, the doctrine of 
the Trinity, ahd other kindred doctrines which 

( 

were prominent in the original work, had been 
expunged from this edition. Whereupon he pub
lished, in the Boston Centinel of' the 17th of 
November, a communication headed" Beware of 
Counterfeits," and signed" A Friend to Honesty:" 
in which he showed precisely what the altera
tions were, and ended with these words: 

• 

" If this should pass upon the public unnoticed, from altering 
children's books, more important alterations might be under-
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taken, until, grown bold in the business, even the sacred truths 
ofthe lIoly Bible m:1y be in d:1nge~." 

The Reviser's name not being given on the 
• 

title page, the printer felt called upon to disavow: 
any oomplicity in the alterations, and the rather 
as he had then in press a quarto edition of the 
Bible, an enterprise demanding a large capital, 
and attended with risk of failure. He hastened 
to write to the Editor of the Centinel (19 Novem
ber) as follows: 

"Watts' Divine Songs that I printed was verbatIm from an 
English C"opy. I printed it at the request of several gentlemen 
in Boston, of !ibeml principles Parson Freeman was one, and 
he had the copy sent him from London. I had consequently 
nothing to do with the alterations, but acted merelY:1s a Printer, 
willing to oblige in my professional line ":111 parties j" and 
then had and still have Watts' OJ'igl:llal Divine Songs for 
sale, ~md have printed two edition$ of them. Others beside 
myself have reprinted the one Mr. 'Friend to Honesty' com. 
plains of. I send you a copy, and wish you to read the 
Reviser's candid advertisement" [he refers to the title page 
above quoted.] " Now, Sir, I blame not your correspondent for 
m:1king his remarks on the Reviser. I know not but m:1ny of 

• 

his observations are just j and hall he omitted the last sentence 
in his piece, I should not have folt myself injured. * ;(. * 
I am now struggling under many difficulties to bring out this 
great and heavy work, (the Quarto Bible.) ;<. * * FOI' 
your correspondent, therefore, while the work is in press, to 
suggest, because he W:1S nettled that somebody had made a 
few alterations in Watts' Songs, that the like would be made 
in my edition of the Bible, was gratifying his revenge with a 
witness, and that on the wrong person. * * * My Bible 
is critically inspected, at my request, by several elergymen in 
the vicinity, of opposite sentiments, and whose n:1mes, at a 
propel' time, will be made public." 
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• 

In a subsequent article the" Friend to Hon-
esty" absolves the printer from all blame. 

In the summer of 1791, he had the pleasure of 
receiving a visit from his friend, the Rev. Ashbel 
Gree11, of Philadelphia, afterwardfl the Rev. Dr. 
Green, who became President of Princeton Col· 
lege. They had first known each other at the 

• 

South in 1786, and shortly after Mr. Green's set· 
tlement in 1787 they met again in Philadelphia; 
and a mutual friendship was thus early formed, 

, which proved a source of rich enjoyment to both 
of them. l'11e object of Mr. Green's journey to 
New England at this time was to invigorate his 
health, He arrived in Charlestown the 28th of 

• 

June, and for three weeks was the guest of his 
friend, who joined him wi,th a party of ladies 
and gentlemen in a sailing excursion among the 
islands of Boston harbor to inhale the sea 
breezes; accompanied him to Salem, Ipswich, 
Newburyport and Portsmouth; introduced him 
to his distinguished acquaintance among the 
clergy and lait.y, and attended with him the 
Commencement exercises at Harvard College. 

As the· result of his observation upon the 
character and conduct of his friend during this 
visit, Mr. Green makes the following record in 
his autobiography: 

" I feel myself strongly attached to this worthy man; and 
he says that my coming has served to encourage him, and 
strengthen him in his sentiments and preaching. He is op
posed to the prevailing opinions of Arianism and Arminianism, 
and to indifference in religion. Yet he acts with suitable 
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meekness and with what I think is a true Christian spirit i that 
is, he is firm and fervent, and yet not bitter or censorious. He 
appears to be a man of great humility, of a warm heart, a good 
understanding and considerable improvemcnt." 

. It cannot be doubted that Dr. Morse early 
formed the purpose of doing his utmost to effect 
an important change in the ecclesiastical condi
tion of Massachusetts first, by separating the 
Unitarians from the Orthodox, and then, hy dra'w-
ing the Orthodox of different I:1hades into mOre 
intimate relations. Both these objects w()r~ ulti
mately effected, and more, probably, through the 
influence of Dr. Morse than that of any other 
man. 

The following extract from a letter addressed 
by Dr. Morse to the Rev. Dr. Kemp, of Scotland 
in October, 1804, contains his views of the pre
vailing or rather the divided type of religious 
opinion, that existed among the clergy of Massa
chusetts at that period: 

"In thc Eastern part of Massachusetts there remain a fe" 
elderly ministcrs, respectable for their understanding and 
character, who are Arminians upon the old scheme of Ar· 
minius, Tillotson, &c., and a considerable body of youllger 
mell, also of good ahilitics and character, who may be denomi
nated Arians, and who, there is reason to believe, embraoe in 

• 

their scheme the dootrines of Arminius and the late Dr. 
Chauncy. These aI'e ohiefly in Boston and its neighbourhood. 
There are a fow S ocinians, but not I apprehend ten in all New 
England among the clergy, not half that number avowedly. 
Model'll Arminianism and the still more liberal views of Ohris
tianity, entertained by Arians, Universalists and Socinians, 
have been on the increase here ever since the close of the 
Revolutionary War, till within a year 01' two, when they appa-

• 
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rently became stationary, and I conceive are now rctrograde." 
It appears, however, that his mind underwont a change on this 
subject shortly after; for in February, 1805, he .writes,
" There is danger of our clergy as a Body becoming Ariari and 
Arminian; for these sentiments arc gaining ground among us 
to an alarming degree." 

A.t this tiine there were removed by death in 
three successive years three members of the 
Government of Harvard College Judge Samuel 
Phillips, of the Board of Overseers, in 1802; Dr. 
Tappan, Professot of Divil1ity, in 1803; and Dr. 
Willard, President of the College, in 1804. It 
was the vacating of the Theological Professorship 
that led to the adoption of measures, in opposi
tion to which Dr. Morse exerted his full influ
ence. The power of appointing the members.of 
the College Faculty is vested in the Corporation
a Body consisting then of six membe'rs, their ac
tion being subject to the approval of the Board 
of Overseers ; which was made up of the mem
bers of the Senate ex-officio, and of the Congre
gational ministers in several towns adjacent to 
Oambridge. It became a,pparent, soon after Dr. 
Tappan's death, that the filling of the vacant 
chair was to be the result of a struggle of par
ties; and while the orthodox maintained that 
none but a Oalvinist was eligible in consistency 
with the original terms of the Professorship, the 
liberal party, on the other hand, thought that 
little importance should be attached to the doc
trinal opinions of the candidate. A.fter the sub
ject had been discussed for a long time in social 
.ciUlles and in the newspapers, the first meeting 
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of the Corporation was held, December 3, 1804, 
to fill the vacant Professorship; then meetings 
followed successively on the 7th, 12th, 15th and 
26th of December, but still the vacancv was not 

u 

filled. At the repeated ballotings, the votes 
were for a while equally divided between two 

. candidates, the Rev. J essa Appleton. afterwards 
President of Bowdoin College, nominated by the 
Orthodox party, and the Rev. Henry 'Ware, of 
Hingham, nominated by the Liberal party. At 
length, by the change of a single vote, on the 
7th of Febru:.uy, Mr. IV are was chosen. 

On Thur&day. the 1,ith of February, 1805, the 
Bo~rc1 of Overseers met, and, fifLy-six members 
being present, by a vote of thirty-three to twenty
three, they sanctioned the choice of the Corpora
tion. In the debate which had preceded the 
vote, Dr. Morse had taken a leading part, sup
ported by Senator Titcomb and Dr. Holmes. 
The next month he published his celebrated 
pamphlet, entitled" The True Reasons on which 

• 

the Election ot' a Hollis Professor of Divinity in 
• 

Harvard College was opposed at the Board of 
Overseers, 14 February, 1805," a pamphlet of 
twenty-eight pages, octavo. 

In the Preface to this pamphlet, he says: 
, 

• 

"The following publication, for which some may think an 
apology necessary, is made with a view to correct certain mis
representations which have gone abroad relative to the late 
election of a Hollis Professor of Divinity; to communicate 
some material information concerning the true design of the 
pious Mr. HOLLIS in establishing this Professorship, which the 
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writer was not permitted to lay before the Board of Overseers, 
when the above mentioned election was under consideration· , 
and to acquaint the citizens of the Oommonwealth, who have 
an interest in this ancient and respectable seat of science, and 
a claim to its IJriviIeges, with the real ground of the existing 
controversy.' , 

~n opening, he refers to the Orthodox founda
tion of Harvard College, and to the motto on the 
College seal,. " CHRISTO ET ECCLESIlE."· For proof 
that Mr. Hollis was a thorough Calvinist, he 
refers to his letters to Dr. Oolman, in which he 
speaks .of "corrupt nature" as " the root of sin," 
ascribes the graces which constitute his Ohristian 

, 

character to "rich, free, sovereign and electing 
love;" :;tates that his hope of justification and 
acceptance before God rested not in any degree 
on his numeroUs and useful ch trities, but' only 

• 

on the obedience, active and passive, of the Lamb 
of God, the propitiation for our sins,' through 
faith in whom he expected' peace with God, the 
continued influences of his Spirit, and complete 
redemption;' and lastly, that he adores "the 
economy of the DIVINE THB.EE in the revealed 
work of our salvation.". From these quotations 
Dr. Morse supposes there is ample evidence that 
Mr. Hollis accepted the system of Faith com
monly denomina'ted Calvinistic. 

He next takes the position that Mr. Hollis 
intended that his Professor should be a Oalvinist, . 
and justifies it by the following considerations: 
1st. That in article XI of the statutes accompa
nying his Bequest, it is provided, "that the 
person chosen from time to time to be a Profes-
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SOl' be a mfLn of solid learning in Divinity, of 
sound or orthodox principles, one who is well 
gifted to teach, of a sober and pious life and of a 
grave conversation." At! to the meaning of the 
words" sound or orthodox" here used, he appeals 
to history for the evidence that they have be.en 
considered as descriptive of Calvinism, and have 
even been applied to it reproachfully; and.further 
he maintains that it wl)uld be aUfmrd to snppose 
that Mr. Hollis, being himself a Ca.lvinist, could 
mean, by sound or orthodox principles, the tenets 
of Arminius, Arius or Socinus. 2dly. That the 

• 

character and principles of the first incumbent of 
the Professor's chair, Dr. Wigglesworth, forbade 
the supposition that the Professor should be. any 
other than a Calvinist. Previous to his election, 
23d .January, 1722, "the Oorporation put such 
questions to Dr. 'Vigglesworth," (say the Records 
of that Body,) "as, by his answers, ga.ve them 
satisfaction about the soundness and orthodoxy 
of his principles in Divinity." 3dly. That NIl' .. 
Hollis manifested a solicitude lest his bequests to 

• • the Oollege, those partICularly for the support of 
a Professor of Divinity, should be perverted to 

• 

other purposes than were intended by him. In 
a letter to Dr. Oolman, of the 14th of January, 
1723, he says: 

" I was displeased to hear that another person of your Board 
should say to this effect, on reading my orders, that when 1\1:1'. 
IIolli~ was dead, they would make llew orders for him." 

The pamphlet then proceeds to show that Mr. 
Hollis took measures to relieve his solicitude on 

6 
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• 

this subject. In a letter of the 18th of March 
following, he says: 

"It is the unanimolls advice of Governor Shute, 
Lords Barrington and Bendick, Mr. Neal and Mr. 
Hunt, that I should insist on it, to have such an 
obligation as strong as may be, a.ccording to your 
promise in former letters I should have, that, 
in all times coming, the Corporation will perform 
my trust in the manner appointed in my orders, 
and not divert the moneys devoted, to any other 
uses." This bond, accordingly, Wlts given by the 

• 

Corporation, the 23d of September, 1723, and 
binds" the said President and Fello\vs of Harvard 
College and their successors unto the faithful dis~ 
charge of the trust reposed in them, and to the 
inviolable observance of the Statutes and Orders 
aforesaid." Three yea.rs hter, 10th October, 
1726, he writes thus to Dr. Colman: 

"I desire you, Sir, to give me a particular account of my 
Professor of Divinity, how he performs agrccably to my written 
orders, and wherein he is wanting in complying with them." 

The last· ten pages of the pa.mphlet exhibit 
the grounds of opposition, in the Boa.rd of Over~ 
seers, to Mr. Ware's election: 1st, Beca.use no 
inquiry had been made, into the candidate's 
religious opinions, as required by the Statutes of 
the Founder; and 2clly, Because hii:l writings, 
especially his Catechism, from which quotations 
were made in proof, showed that he was not a 
Calvinist. 

• 

The final. vote is rec0rded, and then , the 
pamphlet concludes thus: 

• 
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" Thus was deeitlerl a question of incalcnlable consequence 
to the future prosperity, and nsefulness of the University. 
vVe have seen for what objects, and with what care, this literary 
institution was originally founded. The Charter secures to the 
benefactors, the appropriate use of their bequests. So docs the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth, which contains the follow
ing clause: ,It is declared that all the gifts, grants, devises, 
legacies and conveyances, are hereby forever confirmed unto 
the President and Fellows of Harvarcl College, and to their 
successors, in the capacity aforesaid, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the donor or donors, of the grantor or grantors, 
devisor or devisors.' 

" We have seen the singular anxiety and caution of 111:1'. 
Hollis, by his letters and by a bond to secure the object of his 
foundation, and to guard hi~ Professorship against error and 
innovation in all future time. N ow, if barriers so sacred cal1 
be removed, whal; guard can be devised which can secure anJ 
bequest against violation 1 What assurance can any well dis· 
posed persons in future have, that any donations they may wish 
to make to Harvard College, will be applied to their objects 
even one century 1 lIow this will affect future bcnefactions it 

. is easy to prcdict. ·What effect this change in the l'eligiouA 
character of the Professorship and of the University will gradu
ally ano. ultimately produce in the state of our churches, and 
on the moral and religious character of our citizens, cannot 
with so much certainty be foreseen. In rcspect to New Eng
land it is an untried experiment. God forbid that this change 
should be injurious and ruinous; that, in consequence, thc faith 
of our churches should become less pure, their discipline less 
strict, the standard of Christian morality lowered, the difference 
lessened between those who professedly serve God ano. those. 
who avowedly serve Him not, till at length the spirit and power 
of our religion shall have evaporated, and its very forms be 
abolished. 

" For CHRIST and the CHuRcn was this ancient College 
founded by men whom we delight' to call our Fathers; for 
CHRIST and the CHURCH has it hitherto been cherished, 
instructed and governed by men of like· Christian principles 

• 
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and spirit; for CHRIST and the CHUROH, Oh may the God of 
our Fathers, who still lives and reigns, in mercy preserve it, so 
long as the sun and the moon shall endure !" 

• 

This pamphlet, acknowledged on aU hands to 
be written with great spirit and vigour, was 
received on the ono side with marked tokens of 

• 

approbation, and on the other with unqualified 
dissatisfaction and disgust. Dr. Morse himself 
thus refers to it ten years after it was published: 

. . I 

" It was then, and has been ever since, considered by one 
class of people as my unpardonable offenee, and by another 
class as the best thing I ever did. One of the former party is 
aaid to have declared, soon after its publication,. that it was so 

. bad a thing that it would more tlmn counterbalance all the 
good I had done or should do if I lived ever so iong; and one 
of the. other party said, if I had never done any good before I 
made that puhlication nor should do any afterward, that single 
deed would of itself produce effects of sufficient importance and 
utility to lllltnkind to be worth living for." 

Shortly after this pamphlet made its appear
ance, Dr. Morse received letters from various 
distinguished clergymen of the Presbyterian 
Church, among whom were Dr. Rodgers and Dr. 
Miller of New York, and Dr. William Linn, ,vho 
had shortly before left his charge in Now York, 
and was then a resident of Albany, highly 
approving the stand which he hlld taken in 
defence of the accredited Orthodoxy, and bidding 
him God-speed in any other efforts he might 
make in the same direction. Meanwhile the 
Monthly Anthology; a periodical which had been 
established in Boston, under Unitarian auspices, 
the year before, reviewed the pamphlet with 

• 
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some degree of severity, tn,king t.he ground that 
when Mr. Hollis used the words "sound n,nd 
orthodox" ill reference to his Professor, he did' not 

, 

mean to make himself the stl1ndn,rd of Orthodoxy, 
but to leave t,he eledors with the largest liberty 
to act in accordance with their own convictione. 

, 

Dr. Morse replied to this article in the next 
, 

number of the Anthology, boldly vindicating the 
position he had taken, and adding some new 
statements as corroborative of what he had said 
before. The Reviewer follows Dr. Morse's answer , 

with about five pages of criticism, which shows ' 
at least that the two parties were not getting any 
nearer together. 

• ES'rADLISHMENT OF THE PANOPLIST. 

It was at this juncture that a project was con
ceived by Dr. Morse that had its issne in the 
establishmen t of that well known periodical, the 
Panoplist. Of the origin auel c1eRign of this work 
he gi ves the following account in a letter to the 
Rev. George Burdor, of London, of J llne 1, 1805: 

"Al'minianism, blended with Unitarianism, has been gradu
ally increasing in Boston anc1 its vicinity for a number of yon.rs 
past, till within n. fow months their n.dvocn.teR have boldly taken 
their ground, !Lnd are fn.st n.ssuming the form of a distinct sect. 
Some of the Hopkinsians, who have become also a sect, seem 
inclined to vibrate to the opposite extreme. The supporters 
of the Pn.noplist take n. middle ground, such) we conceive, as 
the Editors of your Evangelicn.l Magazine occupy. We hope 
for n.u amicn.ble con.lescence, at a future time, with the great 
Body of Hopkinsians, who are valuable men. We shall have 
a st.ruggle, I expect, in order to maintain our grounc1. But I 
hope that we shall be enabled to do it, having, as I firmly 

• 
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believe, Truth anu its Divine Author on our side. The pr~sent 
criRis has been hastened by the publication of a pamphlet which 
I send you, entitled, .' The True Reasons,' &c., which I pub
lished in my own defcnce, as you will perceivc." 

• 

The Prospectus of the Panoplist, which appeared 
about the 1st of April, was viewed with cons~de~ 
rable jealO\lsy by both the Moderate Oalvinists 
and the Hopkinsians; as the work did not promise 
to be in full sympathy with either P(),l~ty, though 

• 

it was designed to occupy ground from which it 
was hoped it might conciliate both. One very 
prominent Hopkinsian Clergyman wrote a letter 
to Dr. Morse, objecting to the proposed publica 
tion, on the ground that it would interfere with the 
MassfLchusetts Missionary Magazine, a monthly 
periodical, which had then been i)ublishecl under 

. Hopkinsian [I,llspices for about two years; while 
another younger but not less eminent clergyman 
of the same school addressed a letter to the ven0-
rable man whose appreb ensions were thus excited, 
designed to convince him that the interests of 
Hopkinsianism were not jeoparded by tho pro
posed measure, and that all opposition to it would 
not only sub serve 110 good purpose but be posi
tively injurious. Meanwhile several distinguished 
clergymen from different parts of the country 

• 

were communicating to Dr. Morse their cordial 
sympathy in the enterprise and their best wishes 
for its success. President Dwight, of Yale 001-
lege, writes to him, on the 6th of July, as follows: 

"I enter into all your feelings and interests, as they are 
mentioned in your letters. I am disappointed in two things 
which you mention: the union of the Arminians with the Unit a-

• 
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rians, and the separation of the Hopkinsians from the Old 
Calvinists, that is, in the recent controversy. Both (the Armi
nians -and the Hopkinsians) are nnwise; for the question con
cerning the Trinity interests them both equally with the Oltl 
C(Llvinists, so far as they hold their professed doctrines. 

• 
" What assistance can or will be furnished in this State (Con-

necticut) I cannot determine. There are mel:\ enough and 
talents enouc;h. Had I eyes, you would find me at least embark. 
ing heartily in t.he design, and forwlLrding it with something 
beside mere good wishes. You will find occasion for all your 
prudence and patience; but, whon the war is fairly begun, I 
expect solLliers will enlist." 

Before the first Number of the work was pub
lished, Mr. Josiah Salisbury, (afterwards his 

-

brot.her-in-law), in whom he found an efficient 
co-adjutor -in various religious enterprises, sug
gested to him that the pecuniary profits of the 
work, when any should be realized, should be 
devoted to some charitable use. To this Dr. 
Morse cordially assented; and such a purpose was 
accordingly announced in the Preface, and was 
adhered to during t.he whole term of his proprie
torship of the Magazine. 

The first Number of the Panoplist appeared in 
June, 1805; and for six months he was not only 
its responsible editor but publisher also. Then, 
in December, by transferring the printing to 
Boston, he was relieved of much caro, and the 
work was more promptly printed and distributed. 
But not till February, 1808, did he succeed in 
engaging a man to publish it at his own expense 
and risk. During the intervening period of more 
than two and it half years, the whole of this labour 
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was devolved upon him, superadded to all his 
other public nnd privnte duties. 

It wns earl y a favourite idea with him to secure 
the leading British periodicals in aid of his own 
enterprise; and, in accomplishing this, he 1'e
cei ved from severnl eminent lllen in England 
letters, wi~rll1ly approving his object, and eneaur
aging him to proceed. From the Rev. George 
Burder he received the London Evangelical 
Magazine, and the London Ohristian Observer was 
sent to him by its Editor, the justly fellowned 
Zachary Macaulay. In introdueing this lattel' 
gentleman to him, Mr. WilberfOi.'ce says: 

• 
" I return you thanks for your ncw pcriodical publication, 

which I havc read over with pleasure, and I trust it will be 
productive of that bcst species of good which you have in view 
in instituting it. In timcs like these let not Christians be 
lukewarm or inactive in their Master's service,. but be ever 
abounding in the work of the Lord, in every good word and 
work, varying their efforts, as circumstances may require, and 
judiciously ac1l\pting them to the various exigencies which reno 
del' them necessary. 

" I communicated your letter to the Editor of the Christian 
Observer, with whom I have the pleasure to be well acquainted. 
He will no doubt write to you himself; though, being extremely 
overworked, like mqst persons in a populous community, who 
are desirous of doing some good in the world, he may have 
been prevented from taking up his pen for that purpose so soon 
as he otherwise would have done. Yet, as whenever he doeH 
write or may have written, there ean be nothing said personally 
of himself, I will state what I eonceive yon may wish to know, 
that the opinion which, from the tenor of the Christian Obscrver, 

, 

you have formed of him, is not erroneous He is a man of 
very superior good sense, considerable knowledge, and thorough 
practical and orthodox Christian principles, a man also of 

, 
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prudence, with whom, therefore, you 
course without anxiety or reserve." 

• may carryon any mter-

From Mr. Macaula.y he received the following 
letter; dated Sierra Leone House, LOlldon;28th 
November, 1805 : 

"Mr. Wilberforce lately put into my hands a letter from 
you, expressivc of a wish to be acquainted with the Editor of 
the Christian Observer. That gentleman happens to be known 
to Mr. Wilberforce and a few other intimate friends, but for 
reasons which it is unnceessary to explain, is desirous to lie 
concealed from the public. His secret, however, in conse
quence of Mr. Wilberforce's representations, he feels no objec
tion to iutru~t to your keeping, and when you wish to honour 
him with any communication, you may address it to 111C as 
above, carefully avoiding any cxpression on thc cover of the 
letter which might connect me with the Christian Observer. 

" I fecI no sm(111 satisfaction in the establishmcnt of such a 
work as the Panoplist, and th(1t the Conductors of it should have 
so f(1vourably noticed the Ohristian Observer. I sh(111 be very 
happy to forward their pious views in any m(1uner which may 
be in my power. . .. I send a set (of tHe Christi(1n Observer) 
for the present year, which I beg your acceptance of. I have. 
consulted with a bookseller who is engaged in the American 
trade respecting the best mode of your being regularly supplied 
with copies of the works you require." 

The Panoplist, notwithstanding the significance 
of its name; assumed scarcely more of a contro
versial type than the Christian Observer. In its 
Preface it borrows the following language of the 
Editors of the Eclectic Review: 

" While we decline to sacrifice the most certain ani! important 
• • 

truths to a spurious and affected moderation, we wish to evince 
a genuine and universal candour respecting subjects on which 
the best and the wisest of mankind are divided. The temper 

• 
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and argument, the composition Rncl expression, of the works 
they revicw, will be cRlmly appreci'lted, without regard to the 
party from which they originate." 

How fa-vourll,bly the work was recei-ved may be 
inferred from the fact that of the third N urn ber 
(that for August) two thouaa,nd copieR were 
printed; which was more than that of any of its 
older contemporary periodicals. 

The Massachusetts Missionary Magazine, al
ready referred to as the organ of the Hopkinsian 
party, went on a,s usual, after the establishment 
of the Panoplist; and Mr. vVoods and Mr. Parish 
promised to contribute to the latter, while they 
still continued to lend their aid to the former. 
But the Panoplist being designed to promote, as 
its projector wrote to Mr. Burder, "an amicable 
coalescence with the gl'cat body of Hopkinsians," 
it soon became e-vident that the union of the two 
periodicals was desirn.ble. This, however, could 

, 

not be immediately effected; for, contemporane-
ous with this enterprise, and to ,some extent 

, ' 

complicated with it, was the effort to unite the 
two parties in the General Association, and in 
the' establishment of the Andover Theological 
Seminary. After some unsuccessful negotiations 
in respect to a union of the two publications, the 
desired object. was finally accomplished in the 
spring of 1808; and the Panoplist commenced 
its fourth -volume, in June of that year, under the 
title.of "The ~anoplist and Missionary Magazine 
united." The two prominent clergymen of the 
Hopkinsian school, whose hesitation as to the 

, 
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expediency of the measure delayed t.he union, 
were Dr. Samuel Spring and Dr. Emmons. 

During the three years in which the Panoplist 
had been in existence, Dr. Morse had been both 

. 

its editor and proprietor. But he now made 
arrangements with a bookselling house in Boston 
to publish the work on their own account. He 
was not willing, however, to relinquish his 
editorial responsibilities, until he could be sure 
that they would pasR into competent hands. 
Though he had succeeded in u,ccomplishing the 
union of the various shades of Orthodoxy, which 
was a chief end of the publication, yet to effect 
the wider circulation of the work, and to secure 
its permu,nent popularity u,nd usefulness, he was 
deeply sensible required an editor of no ordinary 
ability; and to obtain such an one became with 
him an object of no small interest. Accordingly, 
in the fall of 1809, when his health had become 
so much impaired as to demand a suspension of 
his labours, and to suggest the exp~diency of his 
passing the following winter in a milder climate, 
he set out on a journey to the South, and on his 
way stopped at New Hu,ven for the purpose of 
offering the editorship to Jeremiah Evarts Esq., 
of that city, who hu,d been a liberal contributor 
to the work, from its commencement. The 
result of his applicu,tion was that Mr. Evarts, 
without actually consenting to become the Edi
tor, encouraged him to hope for such a result; 

. and the interview seems to have confirmed Dr. 
Morse in the high opinion which he had pre vi-

• 
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9,usly formed of Mr. Evarts' qualifications for such 
a position. After reaching South Carolina, he 
received a letter from Mr. Evarts, intimating 
his intention to spend some months in Charles
town (Mass.), to enable him to decide whether 
or not to accept ultimately the editorship. The 
result was that he did accept it, and discharged 
the duties of tho place with signal ability for 
upwards of ten years. 

It may be proper to mtroduce in this connec
tion some other collateral subjects, hearing more 
or less directly upon the Unitarian controversy. 

One of these relates to the course of measures 
that had its issue in the formation of the . 

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The idea of a correspondenco between the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches in 
the United States, was first conceived by the 
General Association of Connecticut. 

At a meeting of that Body, held at the house 
of the Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D., then Pastor 
of the Church at Greenfield, they h::td voted, 15th 

• 

June 1790, that such a measure was expedient; 
and, accordingly, in the beginning of the next 
year, they had addressed a letter to the Massa
ehusetts Convention (as well as to the New 
Hampshire Convention, the only other eC,cle
siastical Body ill New England, and to the 
Presbyterian General Assembly), in which they 
disavow" any attempt to introduce any thing like 
a hierarchy," and ouly wish" to be instrumental 
in subserving the common cause of Christianity." 
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This letter had been read before the Massa-
chusetts Oonvention, at their next succeeding 
annual meeting in May (1791), and had no doubt 
been a topic of conversation between Dr. MOl'se 
and Dr. Green, on occasion of the visi t already 
referred to, which the latter had made at Oharles-

• 

town. Hence we find that, in the very first 
letter which Dr. Green addressed to his friend 

• 

after his return home, he inquires, "Will your 
clergy unite with onrs?" that is, will the 
Massachusetts Oonvention of Oongrega.tional min
isters unite with the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Ohurch of Americ'a? 

The Massachusetts Oonvention had meantime 
appointed a Oommittee, of which President vVil· 
lard of Harvard Oollege was Ohairman, to make 
a suitable reply to the Address, and to receive 
any further communications. The Chairman had 
aceordingly replied, on behn,lf of the Oonvention, 
verbally, to the Oommittee of the General Asso
ciation of Connecticut, w hom he met at Yale 
Oollege Oommencement in September; but what 
the reply was does not appear. 

Here the matter rested, so far as any inter
course between the Massachusetts Convention 
and the Presbyterian General Assembly was con
cerned, for three years, till May, 1794. ~rhe 

reason of this inaction may he gathered, partly 
at least, from the following letter of Dr. Morse to 
Dr. Greell, dated September 1, 1792: 

"Till the cause of 'liberality' is reviyecl among you," 
(referring to an unsuccessful attempt that had just been made 

7 
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in Philadelpl1ia to establish a Unitarian l)reacher), "or wo 
'become illiberal like you, I doubt if a friendly intercourse can 
be established between PresbyteritLUs ancl Congregatiollalist~, 

as some of us 'narrow folks' strive for .. l\:Ir. Eckley iuforms 
me he has written you on the subject. He is one of a COlllmit 
tee with myself and others to report a Plan of friendly eorres· 
pondence with our Presbyteriau brethren. But we slutH effect 
nothing. Too many will throw cold water on every thing of tht' 
kind. With the utmost difficulty a few of us got a Committee 
appointed to deliberate on the suLjeet and report our opinions. 
The Committee compose half almost of all the friends of the 
measure. If all our plans are frustrated, I apprchend the 
aggrieved party will think seriously of forming themselves into 
a separate Body, and framing an ccclesiastical cOl1l'ltitution for 
themselves, and one too which will admit of such an intercourse 
with the Presbyterian Church, as will be mutually agrceable 

. and beneficial. But this is sub rosa for the present. I have 
hinted the matter to Dr. Rodgers, and have conversed with 1\11'. 
Miller and Mr. Eckley. upon it. Write me, will you, on the 
subject. " 

In May, 1794, there was a single exchauge of 
friendly letters between the two Bodies, the 
Massachusetts Convention tr~nsmitting the fol
lowing vote: 

" That it be proposed to the Gcneml Assembly of the Pres· 
byterian Church, and to the General Association of Connecti. 
cut, not to receive 01' countenance any candidate from us who 
does not bring credentials from a regular Body among us 
knowu to them, assuring them ;that we will observe the same 
rule with respect to candidates from them; and informing them 
that we shall be glad to heal' from them on all subjects which 
relate to the interests of our common Christianity, and will 

. C0l111l1uuicate every information upon such subjects as may tend 
to promote the interests of religion." 

• • 

And the General Assembly responded cordi~ 

ally to these proposals . 

• 
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In respect to this correspondence Dr. Green 
writes to Dr. Morse, on the 9th of June, thus: 

" You will see by the General Assembly's Letter that we arc 
ready cordially to unite with you in the measures proposed. I 
hope the union will promote the interests of religion, as well as 
a more extensive intercoUl'se between the ministers of your 
churches and ours. But be careful you do not send uS"men of 
, liberal' sentiments, for our churches will not endure them." 

Dr. Morse writes to Dr. Green on the same 
subject, on the 8th of December, as follows: 

",\Ve (the Convention's COlllmittee) have received from Dr. 
Rodgers the General Assembly's Reply to our Letter, and will, 
I trust, answer it' to your satisfaction. I cannot but flatter 
myself that the intercourse now opened between thc Gencral 
Assembly and our Convention, though it advances slowly, and 
on OUl' part heavily, will issue in great good to our churches 
and to the cause of religion." 

But the hope expressed in this communication 
was not destined to be realized; and this ulti· 
mately led, as Dr. Morse had anticipated, to the 
estn.blishment of a separate Body. 

In April, 1799, a printed Circular of the Bostoll 
Association, drafted by Dr. Morse, was sent to 
the ministers' of each Association in Massaclm
setts, and to others in New England, which, aft.er 
setting forth the alarming state of the country, 
calls upon " each Association to send Ol1e or more 
delegates to meet at Boston 'early in the day pre
ceding the next AnnunJ Election (in May), to con
sult 011 the general interests of religion, and the 
means conducive to its support and advance· 
ment." Whether or not such a meeting was 

• 
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actually held I am unable to ascertain; but there 
was an Address, bearing upon the subject, unani
mously adopted by the Convention, May 30, 1799, 
ancl afterwards published in three pages folio, 
signed by Eli Forbes, Moderator, and J. Morse, 
Scribe, which was, in some sense, a response to 
the above mentioned Circular. A copy of the 
Circular was sent to the Rev. Dr. Buckminster, 
of Portsmouth, which drew from him the follow-

• 

iug reply, dated the 24th of April: 

" I !till ple!tsed to see the ministers of Boston !twakened to 
a sense of the dangers which beset our altars (tnd shrines. 
'While I !t1l1 sorry for the foreign accession to the flood of errol' 
and infiJelity, which has been long swelling in this country, it 
appears to me t,hat !t departure from pure evangelical principles, 
and a silence respecting the peculiarly humbling. awakening and 
affecting doctrines of the Gospel in the public telLchers of it, 
h!tve contributed their full share to tho evil. I am in no ap-

• 
prehension tht,t you are included in this oharge. I have heard 
and seen of your firmness and steadfastness in the truth. But is it 

, 

not too true that ministers in general, and especially our younger 
ministers, leave the humiliating state of man as an apostate 
cre!ttnre, his helplessness and danger, the glorious char!tcter of 
Ohrist as a Divine person, the special influences of the Spirit, 
the necessity of regeneration, and the awful prospects of the 
impenitent and unbelieving, out of their public discourses; 
which they fill with philosophical or moml essays and popular 
harangues. I don't know but many do this from an honest, 
though in my view very erroneous, apprehension that it will 
serve to remove the objections of some amiable moral characters, 
and conciliate them to the Gospel. But of what advantage is it 
to conciliate thom to a Gospel that is not the Gospel of Christ, 
and lacks the onergies necessary to make them holy andlJappy. 
It appears to me that the charges contained in that most excel
lent Treatise of Mr. Wilherforce, lately republished, are as 
ap,Propriate to us as to the country for which he writes. Defects 

, 
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in principle are more dangerous and dcstrncti,e than defects in 
practice. They are like a disease at the heart. A diseased limb 
lilay be amputated. If the fountain is impure, all labour upon 
the strettUl will be thrown away. The fountain must be cleansed. 
The heart must he healed. If ministers are really concerned 
and l1istressed at the spread of infidelity and immorality, anti 
would seek a remedy, they must return in their preaching to 
the terrors of the law and the grace of the Gospel. 1'hey must 
preach the plain doctrines of the llible, and with boldness and 
candour address to the consciences of men the awful and alluring 
motives therein contaiued; and must represent sin as it is mo::;t 
clearly represented. as such 1tn evil as nothing short of the 
sufferings of a Divine Person could atone its guilt or remove 
its malignant effects. . Many apprellend such preaching would 

• • 

.tffright people from the Gospel, and empty our churehes and 
assemblies at once. Duty is ours, events are God's. ' To the 
Law and the Testimony.' 'It is the truth that sanctifies.' 
Errol' mn,y please, but it cannot profit. But is there nothing to 
be clone by us 1 Those who fear God must speak often one to 

• 
another on the things of God, n.nd pray earnestly for them-
selves and brethren. And as the High Priest always offered 

• 

for his own sins before he did for the sins of the people, would 
it not be commendable for us as ministers to have days of 
private, social fast, and let them be spent as days of real llU-

• 

miliation, and not of eonvivittlity. Might not Association 
meetings be so improved1 After this, we might, with greater 
confidence and hope of success, have more seasons of public 
prayer, following our devotions wit.h a fervent spirit of Divine 
things in all our converse with the world. Dear Sir, I should 
need to make an 'apology for the freedom with which I have 

. written, did it not afford the strongest pl'oof of the entire con
fidence I have in you as a faithful friend and experienced 
servant of Jesus Christ. May God be with you and your 
brethren, and direct you in the subjects of yOUl' inquiries, the 
results of which I shall be obliged to you to communicate to me." 

The time at length came, after protracted 
delays and difficulties, for carrying into effect 
the project which Dr. Morse and some of his 
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friends had so long ha.d in view, of forming 
themselves into a separate Body, under an eccle~ 
siasticfLl constitution of their own. The Bt'ook
field Association, and seven other of t.he District 
Associations of the State, who came at its call, 
met on the 7th of July, 1802, a.t NOl'tha.mpton, 
and formed the Massachusetts Genera.l Associa
tion, making belief in the doctrines of Chris
tianity, as they are generally expressed in the 
Assembly's Shorter Catechism, the basis of their 
ullion and fellov{ship. 

The following extra.ets from a. correspondence 
between Dr. Morse and Dr. Lyman, at this period, 
throw eonsiderable light upon the eeelesiastical 
struggle which was then going forward, 

Dr. Morse writes thus to Dr. Lyman, under 
date of 19th of April, 1803: 

"I tLpprove the doings of your meeting of last July, and 
hope good consequences will follow. I wil3h the ecclesitLstictLl 
interests of tLU the State IDtLy be united, and that, for this purpose, 
we may agree to revise our ecclesitLstictLl. constitutiou or OtLID' 
bridge Platform. I hope the subject will be brought forward 
at the next meeting of the (Massachusetts) Oonvention. I 
want tL long conversation with yon, and hope you will come to 
the Election, * and to my house the Sabbath preceding. If we 
can preserve union and avoid disunion, lJY some concessions and 
sacrifices, it will be best. And I hope that, with due ctLre tLnd 
exertions, this may be done." 

From this letter it appears that, though favoura-

.. The day in tho month of l\fay whcn the Legislature convened, lind 
the week when it occurred, called" Election week," WIIS selected by the 
Mllssllcbusetts Convention of Uongregational Clergy, and since by some 
other Religions Bodies and Benevolent Societies, to hold their meet
ings, now commonly called" Anniversary week." 

• 
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ble to a movement for a GeneraLAssociation, he 
" 

did not yet despair of attaining, in and. by the 
Oonvention, the basis of union and fellowship 
which that Association had been just formed to 

, 

procure. 
On the 6th of May, 1803, Dr. Lyman thus 

writes to him: 
• 

"I slH111 be glad to confcr with you on the contemplated 
union of Christian ministers and churches. As to the Cam
bridge Plat.form, my opinion is that it is too democratical and 
anarchical. I think Moderate Presbyterianism is the Scripture 
Platform. '*' ;{< ;{< "Ve must all be Christiltns upon the 
doctrines of grace, or we may as well not call ourselves Chris. 
tians at all. And a belief of these doctrines being first- had, 
great indulgence is to be given to all other differences of 
opinion. " 

On the 15th of November following, Dr. Morse 
writes to Dr. Lyman as follows: 

" The subject of a 'Platform' or 'Ecclesiastical Constitu· 
tion' is revived here, and must be brought to a point next May, 
(at the meeting of the Convention), or the Oongregational 
interest will be split in pieces, to the great injury of the cause 
of religion and the rej oicing of sectaries. * ;{< '1'he two 
extremes" (the Al'minians and Hopkinsians) "must be concili. 
ated, or else strength enough be collected on the middle ground" 
(that is the ground occupied by the Old Calvinists and the 
Moderate Calvinists) "to do without them. I believe the 
thing can be done, if undertaken resolutely and pursued with 
a Christian spirit." 

Dr. Lyman replies to this on the 4th of Janu
ary, 1804 : 

" I shall be pleased with any plan and any legitimate I;lleans 
to obtain a bond of union; but if there is not doctrinal agree-
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ment, it will be a rope of sand. And how can persons who 
sa,y our blessed Redeemer was a man, or a mere creature, unite 
with those who worship and rest upon Him as the true God and 
eternal life 1 There will be mueh to fear from the opposers of 
Christ's Divinity; ancl perhaps no less from some of our 
Hopkinsian brethren, who arc high Independents. If any 
body' can coalesce the contending parties upon a safe and 
promising basis, it will be happy. Who can do more than my 
friend 1\:£orse 1 The Convention does not represent the clergy 
of the State far from it; but that Body may rp,eoIJ1lllend to 
the District Associations to appoint delegates to meet for the 
purpose you mention." 

Acco.rdillgly, OIl motion of Dr. Lyma,n in Con
vention, Ma,y 30, 1804, a Committee was appointed 
to inquire by letter of the severa1 DistriCt Asso
ciations in the State, if they would delegate each 

, 

a member to meet for the purpose of agreeing 
upon a plan of ministeriaillnion, and establishing 
11 General Association; and to request them to 
send their replies to the Committee, previous to 
the meeting of the Convention in May, 1805. 
This Committee consisted of seven, President 
Willard being Chairman and Dl'. Lyman a mem
ber. Though Dr. Morse was not on the Commit
tee, he was deeply interested in the object, and 
was constantly on the alert to secure its accom
plishment. 

President Willard died on the 25th of Septem
ber, and Dr. Samuel Hopkins, of Hadley, the 
senior surviving member of the Committee, be
came Chairman. 

• 

On the 4th of Decempcr, Dr Morse writes to 
Dr. Lyman thus: 

• 

• 
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"President Willard harl, I believe, Rigned copies of the Let
ter enough for all the Associations; and I believe all have been. 
sent. I assisted him in the distribution. His death is a serious 
blow to the object; and Dr. Forbes, another member of the 
Committee, friendly to the plan, is sick probably unto death. 
Nil deslJerandll.11!, however, is my motto. Let us faithfully do 
our duty and leave the event. Great pains are taken to defeat 
the object. You and Dr. Hopkins must draw up some definite 
outlines of a Plan to be laid before the Committee, shaped 
according to the communications you receive from the Associa
tions. Leave not all to be donc on the spot, or it will be 
difficult to do any thing. Collect as many communications as 
possible. Should the Plan be rej ected by the Committee or 
the Convent.ion, as many as agree to it, must, I think, unite." 

'II 

On the 9th of February he writes: 

" ::'rIr. Holmes, Dr. Osgood and I have met am1 agre'ed that the 
C Jmmit.tee assemble at my house on the Fricltty before Election, 
at 0 A. NI., D,nd then determinc where to hold their session. 
Convenc as many lLS possible of our brethren who lLTe right, at 
this year's moeting of the Convention, and let us be prcpared 
with a Plan which will unite all the Orthodox, provided the 
Committee's Plnn (which I hope will be conciliatory) shall be 
rejected. I wish there lllay be a majority for the Plan, and 
that those who reject it may be the Sceedel's. You must be 
armed in complete panoply, for you will bc placed in the fore
front of the hottest battle. I wish a short. pamphlet could be 
written and printcd, informing the people of the real object of 
the proposed AS;lociation. If you will commit your thoughts 

, 

on the subject to paper and send them to me soon, I will add 
to them, if neeessary, and see them published." 

The Oommittee met at his house according t.o 
a,greement, rmd, on finding that a majority of Asso
ciations in the State expressed themselves in 
favour of the measure proposed, they so reported 
to the Convention at its 'session in May 1805 in 
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the hope of meeting an efficient co-operation. 
In tbis, h6wever, they were disappointed. No 
vote was taken by this Body on the Report, and 
thus the effort to effect a union among the Con
gregationuJ churches, from which so much had 
been hoped, proved unsuccessful. 

" 

N otwithstal1ding the General Association had 
now been in existence for some three years, but 
few of the District Associations had yet become 
connected with it. Out of twenty-four, the whole 
number of District Associations in the State, 
only five in 1803 and 1804, and only three ill 
1805 and 1800, were represented in its annual 
meeting. Dr. Morse himself, for reasons which 
will appear in the sequel, did not join it until 
1811; but he WitS still active ill promoting its 
growth. He was reluctant to yield the hope of 
gaining the Convention's approval of t1, General 
Association; and a year later, (April 22, 1806). 
in writing to Dr. Lym;an, he expresses the wish 
that a larger number of delegates from the 

" 

Western part of the State might attend the Con-
" 

vention that year; and adds his confident belief 
that its concurrence with the proposed object 
might be secured. 

Both Dr. Morse and Dr. Lyman, and several 
other prominent clergymen, continued to labour 
with unabated zeal in aid of the General Associa
tion; and special efforts were made to secure the 
co-operation of Drs. Spring and Emmons, but 
without any satisfactory result Dr. Spring, 
when addressed on the subject, answered cau-

" 

• 
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tiously, and forebo1'o to say any thing fro111 which 
his opinion could be definitely gathered. Dr. 
Emmons was outspoken against the organization, . 
and thought he saw in it indications of clerical 
oppression that betokened great evil to tho 
Church. His opinion on the subject never changed, 
and, through his influence, the Mendon Associa
tion, to which he belonged, never joined the 
General Association till 1841, after his decease. 

In the Panoplist for April, 1807, there are 
several distinct argumonti:l presented in favour of 
a General Association in Massachusetts, in which 
the nature of the proposed Body is explained. 
They consti tute one of a series of articles, entitled 
" Survey of the New England Churches." They 
were written by the Rev. Leonard Woods, of 
Newbury, afterwards the Rev. Dr. Woods, Pl'Ofes
SOl' in the Andover Theological Seminary, and 
were subsequently printed in a pamphlet. 

The next meeting of the General Association, 
was held at Windsor, Berkshire County, in JuUE\ 
1807. The meeting is represented as having 
been one of great interest, and several ,of the 
more prominent ministers of the State were in 
attendance as members, among whom was Dr. 
Spring of Newburyport, whose presence was 
regarded as a special occasion for gratulation,· as 

• 

it showed that his Hopkinsian predilections were 
not sufficient to keep him any longer aloof from 
the new ecclesiastical organization. 

Early in 1808 Dr. Morse wrote to the venera
ble Dr. Lathrop, of West Springfield, who replied, 

• 
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in February and March, that a Goneml Associa
tion, Heparate from, and without the approbation 
of the Convention, he should regarr! as of' danger
ous tendency, as it might interrupt harmony, 
produce animosities, jealousies and obloquy, and 
gIve advantage to the common enemy.' He also 
thought the time unf1wourable. And not only he 
could 'see no important end which such Associa
tion could answer,' but he was' not pleased with 
some of the means taken to accomplish it.' Par
ticularly he could' not see the necessity of a test.' 
The Assembly's Catechism was perhaps the best 

• 
Oompendium of Divinity .he ever sa,w; and if he 
were to propose a test, he could not. think of a 
'better. Yet he sa,ys :. 'If we cannot put confi
dence enough in Associations to receive their 
delegates without requiring their consent to a 
certain test of Orthodoxy, we are not capable of 
forming a General Association.' He should' not 
judge every man heretical who did not consent 

• 

to every sentence in the Oatechism, and who had 
not joined an Association that required such con
sent.' He remarked' the tendency which the 

• 

req nisi tion of subscriptions had to make hypo-
crites and to prevent honest inquiry.' From some 
things he had seen in the Panoplist, and heard in 
conversation, he suspected there was a design to 
form a new system of Ohurch discipline, with 
special reference to the trial of ministers, ' a 
dangerous n.tternpt which he hoped would not be 
made.' He deprecated innovations in ecclesiasti
cal as in political constitutions, except in urgent 
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CQ,ses, and feared that if the present one was 
thrown aside, another would not soon be adopted. 

The following explanatory letter "vas addressed 
by Dr. Morse to Dr. Lathrop, on the 18th of 
April, 1808: . 

" The note in the Panoplist to which you allude had not for 
its object the erection of any ecclesiastical tribunal incompati • 
ble with the spirit of true Oongregationalism or the Platform of 
our churches. It was intended merely to awaken attention to, 
and to revive the Ohristian spirit, energy and faithfulness in 
Ohureh discipline and government of former times, 'to strengthen 
the things that remain and are ready to die.' I am no friend 
to innovations in ecclesiastical government. I am strongly 
against them. I conceive there has been, for years past, a 
growing departure, especially in this region, from the faith once 

• 

delivered to the saints, and from the order of the Gospel. My 
desire is that our churches may be brought back to the old 
paths and good ways of the Fathers of New England, with suoh 
modifications and improvements as may be consonant with the 
Scriptures, and adapted to the present state of society and of 
the times. I can perceive no reasonable objection against a 
meeting of ministers ill General Association to consult on the 
best means of promoting the welfare of the churches and t<> 
cherish brotherly love. I know not what may be the particular 
views of all the advocates of a General Association; but for 
myself and those with whom. I am conversant, you may be 
assured we intend nothing which is incomlmtible with the tI'ua 
spirit of Oongregationalism; nothing schismatical, unless a 
plain declaration of our fuith, and an hone~t zeal to maintain it 
can he so deemed; nothing hieTal'chical, unless an attempt to 
establish some uniform method of Ohnrch government, like that 
recommended in your COUUllun ication,;« shall be so stigmatized; 
nothing 1111preced ented in the purest ages of Ohristianity, and in 
the most intelligent and correct portions of the Ohristian world. 

-------------------------------------------
• Panoplist, Vol. III, pp. 498-503, September, 1808. 

8 
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I know that our views are misrepresented by some, and I 
believe they are misconceived by others. 

"The subject of a General Association was hrought before 
the Convention, when President 'Willard and Dr. Tappan were 
members of it. They were open and deeided advocates of the 
plan of forming a . General Association, and a uniform 1lI0de of 
governing our churches. These good men, and some others 
who promoted the object, were removed by death before the 
Report of [L Committee, of which thcy were mcmbers, was actecl 
upon by the COllvention. There was, from actual rcturns to 
the Committec, a majority even of the members present in Con
ventiun (a Body which is not a fair representation of the 
clergy of the State.) But the opposition by a few members was 
so violent and so unreasonable t.hat it was thought prudcnt to 
drop the subject in that Body, and to resume it in a more 1)rac
tie able forlU, anu to leave each Association and individual 
minister to act at his pleasure. The experimC'nt of uniting all 
the Congregational clergy of the State in one Genel'al Associa
tion having thus failed, the advocates of the mea,sme, finding 
themselves generally of one fnith, thought it expedient to adopt 
the Catechism, as vindicnting their genernl views of the 
doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel. And it is believed 
that few, if 'any, of different sentiments would wish to join any 
General Associntion. They had the .opportunity and have 
refused. I have never been inforUlod for I am not a mem-

• 

bel' that sul.mc1'iption to the CntechisUl has been required ns [1 

prerequisite to becoming a member of the General Association. 
It is rather taken for granted that this Oatechism expresses his 
general views of the Christian doctrines. 

" But what has been done already is only [1 preliminnry, nnd 
intended to collect such portion of t!le clergy as are willing to 
act together for the good of the churches; and when convened; 
then to deliberate and determine what is best to be done. By 
their works, whatever they may be, let the General Assoeinti6n 
be judged. I think it prematurc to condemn a measure before 
its Sl)ecific object is understood. If the General Association, 
at the bcginning, and from necessity, consists of men of a 
particular faith, the door may be open to othors, should the 

• 
, 
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purity, peace and harmony of the churches require it. We took 
this liberal ground of union in the first instance, but failed. 
We may attain the same object by pursuing a different course. 
I have no wish to cause divisions; but I would 'contend 
earnes tly for the faith once delivCl'ed to thc saints.' 

" I have long thought that something like the measure con-
• 

templated was indispensable t.o the preservation of our Congre-
gatiomLl Churches. If we proceed ten years longer in our 
present loose, desultory, diverse and contentious lUltnner of con
ducting our ecclesiastical government and discipline, the various 
sectaries (who all act u110n a plan and have their General Asso
ciations for conference) will well nigh root out Our denomina-

• 

tion. The State laws already favour them, and probably will 
do so more 3,lId more. I see no way so likely to preserve the 
things which remain, and whieh are thus threatened, as a General 
Association to confer and act togetllCr upon the great concerns 
of our churches; and perhaps, should it be thought best, to 
revive, revise and re establish our Cambridge Platform. 

" I have no wish myself, nor have I heard anyone express a 
wish, to 'form a new system of Church discipline,' much less, 
with 'special reference to the trial of ministers.' 

" I presume, Sir, could you feel it to be your duty to join 
the General Association, with your brethren in your vicinity, 
and could you come as a delegate to the meeting in June next 
at Worcester, and afford the benefit of your counsel and ex
perience, it would have a most conciliating and happy effect, 
.and prevent unfounded suspicions as to the views of that Body. 
I believe you would find their views not materially different 
from your own. I contemplate joining the Association with 
motives and views such as I have now expressed. 'it " " 

" If gentlemen of your age and standing and influence in the 
churches could feel willing to co-operate in conducting a Gene
ral Association, I am persuaded all would go harmoniously and 
agreeably. Opposition would then be limited to men who are 
no friends of the ecclesiastical government cver practised in 
the New England churches. But if, by misrepresenting our 
views, these men can excite the fears and neutralize the exer· 

• 
tions of good men, and even induce them to oppose our honest 

, 
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!lnd well meant efforts to restore the ancient order of our 
churches, we are reduced to the alternative either of silently 
and calmly witnessing the corruption, disorganization and de
struction of our Oongregational chnrches, 01' of persisting in 
our efforts to apply a remedy to these evils at the hazard not 
only of the violent opposition of the avowed enemies of ecele
siasticnl government, but,- what is more painful to us, also 

• 
of wounding the feelings of men whom we loye amI venorate 
as our brethren and fathers. The neutrality and disapproba
tion of the aged friends of the Platform of our churches in 
respect to the contemplated measures, will strengthen the advo
cates for a lax government, and discourage those who would 
restOre the ancient government and discipline; then a party 
disposed to form a new and rigid Platform .of government might 
be strong enough to do it, and .the true, temperate, conciliatory 
policy must he abandoned. For none to move is to yiehl the 

• 

ground to the enemies of ecclesiastical order and to sectnl'ies. 
For only one cbss, friendly to "il, strong government, to move, 

• 

is to give the ground to the other extreme party. The proper 
course is for all who arc friendly to 80me Imown nnd established 
plan of government and di8eiplineto meet and act in concert." 

The reason why he was not yet himself a mem
ber of the General Association is now to be given. 
r:I;he Boston Association to which he belonged, of 
course did not sympathize with that Body. Be
ing thus in a minority, what was the proper 
course for him, and others in like circumstances, 
to take, who were desirous of promoting the 
designs and enjoying the benefits of the General 
A'ssociation? . 

Through Dr. Lyman he asked the advice of that 
Body, and the reply was that it was not thought 
best for the General Association to be in cones": 
pondence with parts of Associations or with 
individuals, lest it should give occasion to scan-
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dal; but that these should devise expedients of 
their own by which to enter the General Asso
ciation. Three expedients were suggested by a 
writer in the Panoplist (Vol. III. p. 18). He 
adopted the one of dissolving his connection with 
the Boston Association, and joining with others 
of his own views in forming a new Association. 
But this change was not to be effected without 
considerable labour; and pressed, as he was at 
this time, (1808), with a great variety of cares, 
he found it absolutely necessary to postpone it. 
Meanwhile his brethren, from different quarters, 
were writing to him, and urging the formation 
of the new Association at the very earliest period. 
The project, however, did not take effect until 
the spring of 1811. At that time a new eccle· 
siastical Body, under the name of the Union 
Association, was formed of Orthodox ministers 
from the Suffolk, N orfollr, Essex and MidLlles~x 

" - " 

Associations, and Dr. Morse attended, as one' of 
its Delegates, the Sessions of the General Asso
ciation in Salem, June 25, 1811. 

At this meeting Dr. Morse received, not only 
a cordial welcome from the ministers composing 
it, but that sort of evidence of confidence ill 
his ability that consisted in' placing him at 
once in several positions of high responsibility. 
He was appointed on no less than five Commit
tees to make arrangements; to prepare the 
Narrative of the State of Religion, (of which 
Committee he was Chairman;) to revise the 
Rules of the Association; to publish the Report; 

, 

• 

• 

, 
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and to devise measures for the suppression of 
Intemperance. 

At the next meeting of the General Associa
tion, (June, 1812,)~ he wa,s again appointed on 
numerous Committees; and also was one of the 
two delegates chosen to represent the Body in 
the next General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, at Philadelphia. He fulfilled the' appoint
ment in May, 1813. 

As early as 1811 the quest jon of forming Con
sociations (a union of Congregalional Churches 
by Pastors and Delegat.es, witl~ a measure of 
judicial authority) was considerably agitated, 
but the prevailing opinion seemed to be that it 
was inexpedient at that time to attempt it. 
Three years later, however, (in 1814,)' in conse
quence of the discovery of a manuscript among 
the papers of Cotton Mather, containing a record 
of the doings of the Massachusetts Convention in 
1704-0G, which was strongly favourable to Con
sociations, the General Association appointed a 
Committee to obtain more defihite information 
concerning the doings of that Bcdy, and to report 
at the next annual meeting on the expediency 

• 

of carrying out some such plan as the one pro-
,posed at that early day, which was nothing more 
,uor less than the forming of Consociations. The 
·Committee consisted of seven prominent clergy
men, Dr. Morse being Chairman. This Com
·mittee addressed themselves to their work with 
great earne.stness, and in due time had prepared 
their report, .approving, on the whole, of Con-
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sor.iations, but in a form differing somewhat from 
that which was proposed in 1705. This Report 
w'aspresented to the General Association in 1815; 
and, after being duly discusRed, was ordered to 
be printed and sent to the several Associations, 
that they might pass their judgment upon it, 
with a view to an ultimate decision of the ques-

• 

tion at the next annual meeting. Accordingly, 
the matter came up at the meeting in June, 1816, 
and the General Association accepted, as their 
final action on the subject, a Report which, while 
it recognizes the desirableness of a more efficient 
system of discipline, and authorizes the forming 
of Consociations where the ministers and churches 
favour it, does not go so far as even to recom" 
mend the general adoption of the principle. Dr. 
Morse was, from the beginning, deeply impressed 
with the importance of effecting this organiza
tion, and ~is earnest efforts for the object seem 
to have subjected him afterwards to no small 
obloquy even from individuals of hiH own pastoral 
charge. But the idea was finally abandoned, and 
has never since been practically revived . 

• 

ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

It is proper to premise that it is not the design, 
under this head, to present a continuous history 
of the founding of the Andover Seminary, but 
only to show the agency that Dr. Morse had in 
it. And many of the details even of that are 
necessarily passed over, partly because it is not 
easy at this day accurately to trace them, and 
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partly because they were not of sufficient signifi
cance to become matter of permanent record .. 

• 

The first conception of this noble Institution, 
of which I find any notice, is in connection with 

. the prospect of Dr. Pearson's resigning his Pro
fessorship in Harvard College. This r·esignation 
was understood, by the Doctor's friends, to have 
been in consequence of the Unitarian tendencies 
which had been, for some time, in a process of 
development in the College, and which were then 
becoming more strongly marked in the probable 
election of the Liberal candidate for the Presi
dency. Dr. Morse, referring to the then existing. 
sbtte of 'things, in a lettel~ to Dr. Green, dated 

• 

Deceluber 24, 1805, thus shadows forth the in-
cipient project for a new institution: 

" These events may probRbly be the moans of founding a new 
Literary and Theological Institution, on principles and for 
purposes similar to those on· and for which Harvard College 

• • 

was founded. A Phoonix may arise out of the ashes of this 
ancient Seminary. At least such an event is not improbable . 

. Dr. Pearson has decided to resign his office at the close of the 
vacation (in ~iarch); and he is by far the most efficient officer 
belonging to that Intititution." 

Dr. Pearson's purpose to resign his office, which 
seems to have originated with the election of 
Mr. Ware to the Professorship of Theology, was 
carried into ·effect in March, 1806; and in his 

. Letter of Resignation addressed to the Overseers 
of the College, he thus suml3 up the reasons for 
his taking this painful step: 

" In a word, such a gloom is spread over the University, and 
such is my view of its internal state and external relations, of 
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its cardinal and constitutional maladies, as to awaken all my 
fears, and exclude the hope of rendering any effectual service to 
the interests of religion by continuing my connection with it." 

When Dr. Pearson's friend::; became apprised 
of his intention, several of them, among whom 

. Dr. Morse' was prominent, began to inquire in 
what way his great talents a,nd acquirements 
might still be rendered serviceabie to the Church; 
and their deliberations resulted in the conviction 
that it was best to establish a TheologicfLl Semi
nary and make him one of its Professors . 

• 
There were special reasons growing out of the 

Constitution of Phillips Academy, Andover, for 
ende~LVouring to engraft the projected Theological 
School upon that already venern,ble Institution. 
The founders of that Academy had declrtred. the 

• 

H principal object of their Institution" to be "the 
promotion of true piety n,nd. virtue"; and when 
the endowment was enlarged by a subsequent 
bequest~ it was ai'ra,nged thnt those who were 
designed. for the ministry should receive the in
struction of some eminent Calvinistic minister of 

• 

the Gospel, until a Theological Professor should 
be nppointed. In addition to this, Mr. Samuel 
Abbot, who was an intimate friend of Dr. Pear
son, by a codicil of his will, datea. June ll, 1805, 
diverted the money which he had bequeathed to 
Harvard College, to a Professorship to be estab
lished at Phillips Academy, Andover. The in
strument contains this remarkable clause: 

" And, flll'thcrmore, my will is, that provided said Academy 
shall, at any 'future time, be converted into a College, or in 

• 
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• 

case a College shall bc instituted in that parish in Andover in 
which Phillips Academy is situated, then the said fund be 
for the establishment of a Professorship of Divinity in said 
. College." , 

In all the primary movements looking towards 
this enterprise Dr. Morse bore a prominent part; 
and letters still exist, not only from himself, but 
from several other of the most influential Ortho
dox clergymen of the day, showing that he was 
most intent upon the accomplishment of this 
object. In writing to Dr. Lathrop, of 'West 
Springfield, on the subject: under date of N 0-

vember 18, 1807, after. alluding to the origin of 
the Institution as above stated, he says: 

, 

• 

" It was thought wise and prudent to lay the foundation of 
the Institution on so broad a scale as to embrace, if I lllay so 
speak, all shades of Calvinists, or all who approve the Assem-

• 
bly's Catechism, or the doctrines of the Reformation, in hope 
that time and friendly intercourse and discussion would bring 
all together on some middle ground. With these views it was 

. ' 

intended that the Professors should be selected from the severa) 
shades, so to speak, so as that the confidence of each might be 
secured by an equal representation." 

It came to Dr. Morse's knowledge, at least as 
early as February, 1806, that Mr. "William Bart
lett, a distingui~hed merchant of Newburyport, 
and a parishioner of Dr. Spring, had intentions 
of endowing liberally an Institution for theologi
cal education at Newbury; also that Mr. Moses 
Brown, another of Dr. Spring's parishioners, and 

. Mr. Norris, of Salem, would join in this enter
prise; ~he purpose having been suggested, as in 
, 
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the other case, by the revolution in Harvard 
College. This was justly regarded as the germ 
of a rival Hopkinsian Seminary; and, as Dr. 
Morse deprecated such a measure as tending to 
divide the Orthodox ranks, he immediately un
dertook to prevent it, by merging the proposed 
institution into the one projected by the friends 
of Dr. Pearson. 

A series of articles appeared in the Panoplist, 
in successive numbers, from June, 1806 to June, 
1808, written by Mr. Woods, at Dr. Morse's sug
gestion, the design of which was to reach the 
grand conclusion that a rrheological Seminary, 
on the Orthodox plan, was loudly called for by 
the ecclesiasticn,l state of things in that region, 
and was even essential to the transmission of all 
incorrupt Christirmity to posterity. These arti 
cles had an important influence in giving to thE. 
public mind the direction which it fiilally assumed 

Immediately on the resignation of his Profes
sorship at Cambridge, Dr. Pearson removed, with 
his family, to Andover. Here, in conjunction with 
Dr. Morse, Samuel Farrar, Samuel Abbot, Mark 
Newman, Mr. French and Nehemiah Abbot, he 

• 

formed a Body called the" Andover Associates," 
having for their object to promote the design of a 
Theological Seminary at Andover. They first' 
met in July, 1806. 

In September following, a paper waR read 
before this Body, by Dr. Pearson, whose mind 
had been all summer occupied with the subject, 
on the importance of a Theological Seminary, 
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which was afterwards printed in the Panoplist.* 
And the smne month a Committee was appointed, 
of which Dr. Morse was one, to draft the" Out
lines of a Theological Seminary," which paper 
was read before the associates ill October follow
ing, and also publi::;hed. t These" Outlines" are 
substantially the present Constitution of the 
Theological Seminary, adopted in the fall of 1807. 

The next step in the process was the connect
ing of the Seminary with Phillips Academy, and 
placing it under the patronage and control of the 
Board of Trustees, of which Dr.Pearson was Presi
.rlent, and Dr. Morse and the other Andover Asso
ciates were all members. They proposed to com
mUniC!1te their plan to the Trustees at the next -
meeting, but it was not then sufficiently matured, 
and it was actually delayed for several months. 
Meanwhile the prospect of the union of the dif
ferelit parties seemed to brighten, and on the 17th 
of October, 1806, Mr. Woods writes thus to Dr. 
Morse: 

"I spent a long evening with Dr. Emmons. As to the Col
lege (the ~l'heological Seminary) I think he will co-operate with 
all his might, and so will other influential men of hiH stamp, if 
they ean see that Hopkinsians are not neglected in the phtn 
and direction of the Institution. He is IJltased with the idea 
of a College on purpose to make miniHters. He expressed foal'S, 

• 

. however, that sueh ministers would be less respected than 
those educated at a University. .. .. .. He thought it im
portant to have one Theological Oollege, which all the orthodox 
should join to support." . 
. , 

• Vol. nI, pp. 306-810. t lb. pp. 345-348. 
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To this letter Dr. Morse replies thus on the 
• 

21st of October: 

"Your interview withDl'. Emmons does my heart good. I 
am greatly encouraged to hope that a cordial union, so devoutly 
to be wished by all good men, may yet be effected. Talk with 
Brother Austin on the subject. Its importance magnifies thc 
more it is contemplated. Call not the Institution a College, 
but a Theological Seminary. The idea is to admit young men 
into this school who have received' education at SOllle olle of our 
Colleges. I believe a plan can be formed which shall meet the 
views and feelings of all evangelical men. There is no wish to 
put in the back-ground the Horkinsians, but to have them 
Ilnite on generous ·principles. Do write Dr. Emlllons and press 
Lhe idea of wdun in the General AssociatiQn and in the Theolo
gical School. I wish he could converse with Dr. Dwight on the 
'subject, and know how much he desires such a union, as indis
pensable to the maintenance of evangelical truth in Massa
chusetts.' , 

. That the plan of t.he Seminary had, in various 
respects, been matured at this time, is rendered 
farther evident from the following extract from 
(1 letter, addressed by Dr. Morse, on the 23d of 
December, to Mr. Charles Taylor, it London book-

. seller, to whom he sends a list of books to be pur· 
chased, to the amount of five hundred dolliLrs: 

" These books are to mltke part of a Library for a Theologi
cal Seminary now in process of formation by a number of chari
table individuals. It is to be on a broad foundation, lond to 
have three Professors at least. By an article in the Oonstitu
tion tho Professors arc to sustain the character of sober, honest, 
learned and 1) ions men, of sound and orthodox principles in 
Divinity, according to that system .of evangelical doctrine con
tainotl in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism. This will enable 
you, Sir, to determine what will be the religious character of 
the Seminary. Oontributions to its library. of ancient and 

9 . 
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modern books of value, by men of piety and liberality on your 
side of the water, would be received and acknowledged with 
gratitude by the Founders. This institution has to struggle 
hard against the latitudinarian sentiments, whieh are prcvailing 
among us at the present time, and whatever is given will aid 
the cause of evangelical truth. I wish you to show this letter 
to my friend, the Rev. George Burder, to whom I shall write 
by this opportulli ty, and shall refer him to you for the informa
tion here communicated, rclative to the Seminary, in aid of 
which his influence also is solicited." 

• 

It was now understood that Dr. Pearson and 
Mr. "Woods wet'e to hold Professorships in the 
new Seminary, but there was to be a,nother, who 
had not yet been selected. Accordingly, on the 
12th of January, 1807, Dr. Morse wrote to Dr. 
Rodgers of New York, requesting him to confer 
with the Rev. Dr. Miller, his colleague in the 
pastorate) and ascertain if he would accept. the 
third P.rofessol'ship. The application met a negaM 
tive response; though a suusequent attempt, after 
the Seminary was oi:1tablished, to secme a rep reM 
sentative from the Presbyterian Ohurch for the 
Andover Faculty, proverl successful. 

Dr. Morse, regarding, as ho did, the matter of 
union as paramount. to every thing elso, was 
endeavoring to reach Mr. Bartlett, through the 
influence of several clergymen in the neighbour~ 
hood who were acquainted with him, and thus 
bring him to abandon the idea of a separate estab~ 
lishment, when, on the 17th of March, 18.07, he 
received a communication that seemed decisive 
against his wishes. Mr. Woods came on that day 
from Newbury expressly to inforrn him that the 

•• 



• 

, 

ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. ' 99 

ovenillg.before, he hl1d met, by invitation, Messrs. 
Bartlett and Brown, at the house of their Pastor, 
Dr. Spring, when the Doct.orallnounced the inten
tion of forming a separate Seminary at Newbury, 

, 

to ivhieh each of the two wealthy parishioners, 
who were present, pledged ten thousand dollars 
on the spot; that they named Mr. Woods as Pro
fessor of Theology; and that, while he had come 
to Charlestown with this announcement, Dr. 
Spring had gone to Sl11em to inform Mr. Norris 
of what hl1d been done, l1nd to secure for the 
object the donation of ten thousand dollars 
w,hich he had pledged several months before. 
Mr. Woods, though he seems to have felt some- . 
what embarraBiled by the position in which this 
appointment had placed him, wrote to Dr. Morse, 
on the 10th of April, that he was opposed to a 
separate Institution, and would exert hi~self to 
the utmost in favor of union in founding the' 
Andover Seminary . 

On the 15th of April, a conference took place 
in Charlestown, between Dr. Spring, Dr. Pearson 
and Dr. Morse, of which the latter gives the fol
lowing account in a letter to Mr. ·Woods, written 
the next day: 

" Brother Spring arrived yesterduy afternoon, and, with Dr. 
Pearson, has been here till six o'clock this morning. It was 
between one and two o'clock in the morning before we retired. 
You may easily suppose that we have been over the whole 
ground. Brother Spring says that Dr. Emmons is afraid of 
union both in General Association and Theological· Academy. 
He will act neither for nor against the former. I hope he will 
not act against the latter. 
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" Brother Spring says our conference has produced in him 
only painful doubt. I hopc, sincc reflection has produced, in 
some degree, a favourable change in his views, that more infor
mation and reflection will ultimately induce entire conviction 
of the practicability and duty of union. In my opinion, per
sonal considerations as respect him, and you, more especialiy, 
call for union. But these, comparcd with infinitely superior 
reasons, should not bc named; I belicve thttt, as Christians, " 
as ministers of .Christ, we are bound in this case to unite. 

" I cannot but wonder that, in existing circumstances, in so 
singulal' a state of things, when Providence is spcaking to us in 
passing events in a voice so loud and impressive, to combine 
our influence and efforts to strengthen the things that remain 
and are ready to die, Christians, like those concerned iu this 
business, should need persua.sion to unite. Oue would suppose 
that they would all rej oice in the oJlportunity of doing so, and 
would accept union, when o'ffered, with eagerness and grati
tude. It is to me unaccountable. But I trust it is only a trial 
placed in our way to test our zeal, fidelity and perseverance in 
our Mastcr's service, and that, if we are not wanting in our 
duty, the object will be happily accomplished. Much, uncler 
Providence, will clepend on you. On all your influence and 
exertions I confidcntly calculate. I know yOUl' sitlmtion is deli
cate, but you nccdnot, you must not, be afraid to act. I believe 
Brother Spring is posscssed of the whole of our views. He has 
heard with candour and conferred with frankness, and has 
pleased and interested both Dr. Pearson and myself. I think 
he will be led to a result which will be satisfactory to us. Let 
Dr. Pearson see and talk with the donors. He can best explain 
to them the Visitorial plan of Union, with which I cannot but 
think they will be pleased." 

This refers to the Plan of a Board of Visitors 
with supervisory· power over the Trustees of 
Phillips Academy. This Board was ultimately , 
established, and under it the desired union was 
effected. 

From the middle of April till the middle of 
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, 

. May, Dr Morse was occupied in journeying for 
his health. He stopped at New Haven, and 

, 

there enlisted Dr. Dwight heartily ill the cause 
of union; and in New York and Philadelphia 
looked out fo:).' another Professor for the Semi
nary. Some time during his absence, he received 
a letter from Mr. Woods, informing him that 
repeated interviews had been held between Drs. 
Pearson and Spring; and Messrs. Brown, Bartlett 
and Norris; that Dr. Pearson had contributed 
much to the gratification of the others, but that 
still they decided to h!tVe no connect.ion with 

,Phillips Academy, though they were willing the 
Anc10verians should join them in establishing a 
Seminary at Newbury. They agreed, however, 
to suspend, for the time every operation that 
would preclude union in a new Institution, and 
to appoint a conference on the subject nfter Dr. 
Morse's return. 

This conference was held at Newburyport on 
the 15th of June; but the death of an infant. 
child prevented Dr. Morse's attendance. The 
persons assembled on the occasion were Drs. 
Spring, Emmons and Pearson, Messrs. Brown, 
Bartlet and Norris, and Samuel Farrar Esq. 
The various questions pertaining to the Seminary 
were di'Scussecl with great earnestness, and the , 
result, so far as a.ny was arrived at, was altogether 
unfavourable to the prospect of union. The next 
week, however, Dr. Morse's hopes were a.gain re-

, vived by the appearance of Dr. Spring at tllO 
meetll1g of the General Association at Windsor, 

, 
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as fL delegate from the Essex Middle Association, 
which had not before been represented in that 
Body. This he seems to have looked upon as a 
very importfLnt point gained, fLnd as foreshftdow~ 
iug a favourable result in respect to the Seminary. 

During the months of July and August vigor~ 
ous negotiations for union were kept up; and in 
the bst week of August earnest consultations 
were helel on the subject in SfLlem, Newburyport 
and Andover .. Meanwhile Dr. Dwight had come 
from Connecticut to add the weight of his infl.u~ 
ence in favour of union. The result was that 
the idea of a Seminary at Newbury was aban~ 
doned, and the projectors consented that its seat 
should be at Andover, where further efforts for 
union were destined to be made. 

In a letter to the Trustees of Phillips Academy, 
communicated at their meeting on the 1st of 
October, Mr. Abbot, who h(Ld reserved to him~ 

• 

self the appointment of his own Professor, ap~ 
. pointed the Rev. Leonard Woods, and that 

Body immediately ratified the appointment. 
The suggestion that Mr. Woods should be the 
Professor was made to Mr. Abbot by Drs. Pearson 
~and Morse. It was not, however, publicly known 
until effectualmeasnres had been taken, especial-
ly by Dr Morse, to overcome the scruples of a 
portion of the members of the Board of Trustees 
to this selection of a reputed Hopkinsian. When 
the appointment was made, its conciliatory tend
ency became manifest; for the Andover Founder, 
by adopting, as his Professor of Christian Theo-
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logy, the man of their choice, provoked the 
Newbury Founders to reciprocate the civility, by 
afterwards (I,ppointing Dr. Pearson, the Ando
yerian favourite, to the Professorship of Sacred 
Literature. . 

But there was still another difficulty to be 
encountered, after doctrinal differences had been 
reconciled. The Hopkinsians expressE'd appre
hensions that the Constitution of Phillips Aca
demy would not admit of a Board of Visitors,. 
with supervisory power over the Trustees, and 
that, if such. a Board were constituted, its acts 
might hereafter be annull<.'d. But, after con
siderable consultation on the subject, in which 
Dr. Morse had a very prominent part, and after 
having received the opinion of two eminent 
jurists (His Excellency Caleb Strong and the 
Hon. George Bliss) in favour of the practieability 
of the Visitorial Plan of' Union, that Plan was 
finally a,dopted, as an experiment to be continued 
for seven years. Accordingly, on the 30th of 
November, Dr. Spring on the one side, and Drs. 
Pearson and Morse on the other, met, by appoint
ment, in Dr. Morse's study, at Charlestown, and 
the next morning they had drawn up and mutu
ally signed the following document: 

, " 1. Upon serious D,nd mature deliberation it appears that 
Union, founded on Visitorial principles, will be safe, honourable 
and effectual; and that the power and influence of a Board of 
Visitors will be as commanding and extensive as that of any 
Board of Trustees. 

"2. It is mutually understood that there shall be one com· 
man and permanent creed, viz., that exhibited by the Andover 

• 
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Associlttes in their late conference with the Gentlemen. at 
Newburyport. 

"3. It is mutually understood that the Donors, Messrs. 
Brown, Bartlett and Norris, shall have the liberty and right of 
supporting two Professors, one of whom shall he a Professor 
of Revealed Religion, and as many students as the income of 
their funds will maintain. 

"4. It is mutually understood t.hat the Donors have the sole 
right of prescribing their own Statutes, in consistency with the 
object and. gener[11 regubtions of the Institution. 

"5, The Visitori[11 System is understood to pbce the ]1ower 
of choosing Professors in the Trustees; but that the Visitors 
possess the right of [1pproving or negativing their elections . 

• 

c. 6. Upon the death, resign[1tion or removal of a Professor, 
a successor shall he chosen within six months; and. if the first 
election be negn.tived, [1 choice shall be made which shall be 
approved by the visitors, toties quoties, within twelve months 
from the commencement of the vacancy. 

" 7 . No student shall be placed on this foundation, whoh[1s 
not been previously reeolllmended by a OOlllmittee appointed 
by the Visitors. 

"8. It is understoocl that .the tuition of the students of the 
Semill[1l'Y shall be gr[1tis. 

"9. Thc funds of the Associate Founders sha'!l bc preserved 
forever, distinct from [111 other funds wh[1tever, without being 
blended with [1ny other property, by exch[1uge, sale, ]1Ul'chase, 
loan or otherwise, [1ud separ[1te accounts kcpt by the Trc[1surer ; 
and books and [111 evidence of property kept in a sepamte trunk 
or box prepared for prompt removal in C[1se of [1ny cmergency. 

"10. It is mutu[1lly understood that the Associate Founders 
defmy one half of the expense of the neccssary buildings and 
Library of thc Semin[1l'y, 

"11. The St[1tutes of the Founders, and the Covenant 
between the Founders and the Trustees, will be submitted to 
the enmination [1nd approbation of two gentlemcn learned in 
the L[1w, mutually chosen by the parties, viz., by the Associate 
Founders [1nd the Trustees [1foresaid. , 

. "It is lllutu[111y understood that the proposed C0[11ition com-

• 
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mences with the ardent hope that the sacred cause of evangelical 
truth will be thereby most effectually promoted; and that this 
connection, after all experiment of soven years, will terminate 
in perfect and indissoluble union. 

. ELIPHALET PEARSON, 
JEDIDIAH MORSE, 
SAMUEL SPRING . 

. Charlestown Mass., 1st December, 1807." 

The Visitorial Plan of Union being thus agreed 
upon, the next thing was to embody its principles 
in the Statutes of the Associate Founders; but 
the attempt to do this suggested other difficulties 
still of a threatening aspect, which it required 
great sagacity and perseverance to bring to 
a successful issue. The object, however, was 
accomplished, after 0, few weeks, and Dr. Morse 

. was permitted to see this long cherished wish of 
union between the two parties fully gratified. 
He announces the crowning step hi the process; , 
namely, the fact of Mr. Norris' having signed 
the Constitution,· in a letter to Dr. Pearson, of 
the 28th of February, 1808, and adds the following 
reflections: 

" Lau,q Deo, How faithful is the Lord to fulfil his promises. 
In due time ye sh~tllreap, if ye faint not. Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped us. In his own way and time, He will accomplish 
his own purposes in this Institution. How honourable to be 
employed as instruments of laying the foundation of such l1Jl , 

establishment for the advancement of his glory! I ever 
believed that this thing was of God, ancl that He would in due 
time accomplish it. The difficulties which we have been called 
to encounter, however painful and discouraging at the time, 
have, I trust, made both ourselves and the Institution better." 

• 
• 
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The Oreed which iB given at length in t,he 
Associate Statutes, and the Visitorial Plan of 

, 

Union, the Andover Founders adopted as their 
own, and submitted them as "Additional Stat
utes" to their Oonstitution, for acceptance by the 

• 

Trustees of Phillip's Academy, on condition that. 
that Body accepted the ~tatutes of the Associate 
Foundation. The Statutes of the Associate Found
ation were submitted at the same time, and, after 
a protracted discussion, and one or two adjourn
ments, these also were accepted. The measure 

• 

was adopted by the following vote: 

" That this Board, deeply impressed with the magnitude of 
the objects of the donations presented, and with the goodness 
,of God in putting it into the hearts of his servants, the Associ
l!tte Founders, to give so liberally to the offerings of the Lord, 
,do cheerfully accept the same for the purposos and upon the 
terms and conditic)l1s expr3ssed in the same instrument, and 
that we do covenant and engage faithfully to execute the said 
trust reposed in us agreeably to the said Statutes, anel that we 
will cordially and actively co-operate with the said Founders in 
the promotion of an object so intimately connected with the 
glory of Goel, and inconceivably momentous to the present 
and future generati.qns of men, in relation both to time and 
eterniig. l1 

At this meeting Dr. Morse handed to the Trus
tees Mr. Woods' letter, of acceptance of the 
Abbot Professorship of Christian Theology, dated 
27 April. 

The opening of the Seminary ,and the inau
guration of the two Professors took place on the 

~ 

28th of September. The following account of 

• 
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the public services appeared in the Panoplist of 
that month: 

"A ndover, $eptember 28, 1808. This day the Theological 
Institution established in this town was opened witli the follow
mg appropriate solemnities: 

"The Morning Exercises commenced with a Prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. FRENCH. 1'his was followed by an HiHtorical Sum
mary of the risc and l)rogress of Phillips Academy, by Dr. 
PEARSON. After this thc Constitution of the Theological 
Acadrllly was read by Dr. PEARSON, the Statutes of the Asso
ciate Founders, by the Rev. Dr. MORSE, and the Additional 
Statutes of the Founders, by Rev. Mr. DANA, of Newburyport. 

" In the afternoon Divine service WasolJened with prayer by 
Rev. 111:1·. DANA. A Sermon was preached by Rev. Di·. 
DWIGHT from Matthew xiii., 52: 'Therefore every Scribe which 
is instructed unto the kingdom of Heaven,' etc. To this suc
ceeded the Ordination of Dr. PEARSON. The Consecrating 
Prayer, by Rev. Dr. SPllING; the ClHtrge, by l{ev. Mr. 
FltENOH; and the Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. Dr. 
MORSE. . 

" After the Ordination was finished, the Creed was read by 
Rev. Dr. SPRING and repeated and assented to by the Pro
fessors. Rev. Dr. PEARSON was then declared to he a Professor 
in thi8 Institution, [md invested with the rights of office by Dr. 
DWIGHT, and Rev. LEONARD WOODS by Dr. PEARSON. 

" Professor Woods then delivered his Inaugural Oration, on 
the Glory and Excellency of the G0spel. 

"Profcssor PEARSON, in. consequence of ill health. and 
fatigue, was obliged to decline delivering his Oration. The 
solemnities were concluded with a Prayer by Dr. DWIGHT. 

* * ,J« * * * * 
" The Assembly, convened from various parts of our country, 

on this novel and interesting occasion, was numerous and 
highly respectable . 

* * * * ,~ ;; * 
"The auspicious commencement of an Institution, so im-· 

pOl·taut to the interests of religion and our country, will, we 
hope, prove a bright morning of a prosperous day." 
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Dr. Morse had an important agency also in the 
appointment of Dr. Griffin as Bartlett Professor 
of Pulpit Eloquence. It has alread.y been noticed 
that, as early as January, 1807, he had, through 
Dr. Rodgers, inquired of Dr. Miller whether he 
would accept a Professorship in the then pro
posed Seminary, to which Dr. M. had returned 
a, decided negative. Before the close of that 
year he made two visits to New York, the object 
of each of which was, partly at least, to secure a 
suitable Professor; and the following extract of 
a letter from Dr. Miller to Dr. Griffin, then of 
Newark, dated November 4th, shows the direc
tion in which Dr. Morse's thoughts were turned 
in the prosecubon of his object: 

" I wish very much to see you on some particular and very 
important bllsiness. Can you not come in next week, if only 
you can spepd;tn hour with me. It is on a subject on which 
Dr. Morse earllesUy desired me to converse with you, and in 
which lIe thin4:s the evangelical intcrests of Massachusetts, and 
evcn of New England, are deeply involved." 

Again, on the 24th of November, he writes 
thus: 

"Dr. 1\1:orse wishes me to converse with you on two points. 
The first is a Theological Seminary in Massachnsetts. When 
hc last saw you that Institution existed only in design. Now 
very large funds are actually secured, and the organization 
is cOlllmenced. There are fiye Professorships: of N atuml 
Theology; of Christian Theology; of Biblical Criticism; of 
Ecclesiastical History; of Sacrcd Eloquence. Two are already 
filled :Mr. Woods is Professor of Christian Theology, and Dr. 
Pearson, of Harvard Collcge, is Professor of Biblical Oriticism, 
The other three are wi~hed, by the gentlemen who take tho 

• 



• 

ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 109 

lead in this business, to be got from the MidcUe and Southern 
States. 

" The second subject is this: Some worthy and influential 
gentlemen, devoted to the interests of evangelical tmth, propose 
to build a large and handsome church in the heart of Boston, 
and to call one, if not two, able, evangelical and decided lllen 

o 

to undertake the pastoral charge; and to make this, like the 
Seminary, a centre of Orthodox operations. The persons con-

o cerned also wish to get a Pastor for this Church from the 
Southward. 

" Dr. Morse and his friends, before he left Boston, had con~ 
'Versed respecting several Southern gentlemen for the above 
pIttce. At New Haven he and Dr. Dwight conferred, and the 

, 
result was a determination to turn their eyes toward the fol-
lowing gcntlemen Mr. Griffin of Newark, Mr. Romeyn of 
Albany, Messrs. AbeeI and Miller of New York. You have 
the whole matter before you. 

" Dr. Morse is much engaged on these subjects. He informs 
me that the funds of both institutions will be ample, and that 
discerning, pious people think they see in those institutions 
great and permanent benefit likely to redound to the interests 
of religion in Massachusetts and New England, and perhaps in 
the United States. He considers whoever is invited to take 
part in these institutions, as having a call not easily or lightly 
to be put aside. 

" The Evangelical men in Massachusetts have also organized 
a General Association, between which and our (Presbyterian) 
General Assembly they mean to propose a system of inter
course and co-operation. All these mi1y be considered as pl1rts 
of one great whole, the object of which is to promote the 
interests of truth. 

" The pbn of establishing i1 new church in Boston is not at 
present ripe enough to be frcely spoken of. Please consider it 
in confidence. 

" P. S. Dr. Morse earnestly wishes you to visit Charlestown 
and Boston as soon as possible." 

, 
, 

Accordingly Dr. Griffin, and with him the Rev. 
10 

• 
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Henry Ko11ock, D. D., of Savannah, visited .A.ndo~ 
ver and Boston in the summer of 1808; and then 
it was proposed that Dr. Kollock should take the 
pastorate of the Church in Boston, and Dr. Griffin 
the Professorship at Andover. The latter was 
accordingly appointed; but he delayed his ac~ 
ceptance on the ground that he wished to unite 
the two offices of Co· pastor at Boston (for it 
seems to have been originally contemplated that 
that should be a collegiate charge) and Professor 

• 

. at Andover. This proposal did not suit the 
views of the Donors, but a compromise was finally , . 

entered into to this effect that the Professor 
might preach during half the year in Boston, 
where also he might reside for four months in the 
year. On these conditions Dr. Griffin accepted 
the Professorship late in March, 1809, and was 
inaugurated on the 20th of J unc following. 

Dr. Pearson, from SOUle cause which perhaps 
is not well defined, but which some have supposed 
to have been a feeling of disappointment that 
the Seminary, after commencing its operations, 
seemed to lean too much towards Hopkinsian~ 
ism,· retained his. position as Professor but little 

• 

more than a year. He, however, held his office 
as President of the Board of Trustees of Phillips 
Academy until his death, in 1826. Dr. Morse 
also remained a member of the' Board until his 
death, which occurred in the same year; but he 

. did not share the apprehensions of his friend 
that the Seminary had not realized the advan
tages of t.he Plan of Union. Not only as Trustee, 

• 

I 
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but in his private capacity, he was always ready 
to do his utmost in the way of devising and exe
cuting measures for the benefit of the Institution. 

Dr. Morse's agency in the establishment of the 
Andover Seminary may perhaps be summed up 
in the following statement· That he was con
cerned in the idea of the origination of the Insti
tution; that, as one of the Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, he exerted a powerful influence in 
connecting the project with the Academy; that 

• 

his hand is to be traced in much that was done 
at Andover during the first year, especially in 
drawing up the Oonstitution; that to him is 
chiefly due the comprehensive and liberal policy 
of embracing t.he different classes of Oalvinists 
in the grand enterprise; that when the Hopkins
ians projected a similar Institution, on a narrower 
basis, it was in a great degree through his influ
ence that a course of measures was inaugurated 
and successfully prosecuted for bringing them to 
co-operate with the other party; that when, i:t:l 
carrying out the Articles of agreement, new 
difficulties ar01!le at every step, they were obviated 
chiefly by his great sagacity and untiring effort; 
that when, m:..der his advisement, those Articles 
had been embodied by the two classes of Donors in 
their respective Statutes, he was chiefly instru
mental of securing their adoption by the Trustees 
of th,e Academy, by which the foundation was 
completed; and, finn'}ly, that he took part in the 
opening of the Seminary, and remained till the 
close of life its active friend and supporter. In 

• 
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view of this array of facts it admits of no ques~ 
tion that he had a most important agency in 
originating and giving complexion to this vener
able institution. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PARK S1.'REET CHURCH, BOS1.'ON. 

The project for establishing Park Street Ohurch 
originated as early as 1807. As it was designed 
especially to sustain the interests of Orthodoxy 
in the capital of New England, Dr. Morse, as 
was to be expected, not only sympathized with, 
but lent his active influence to, the enterprise. 
On a visit which he made to New York in Octo
ber, 1807, he was requested, in the prospect of 
the formation of the Ohurch, by several influential 
gentlemen who were to be connected with it, to 
endeavour to find SOlIle one suitable to become 
its Pastor. Dr. Miller was first applied to, but 
could not be persuaded even to entertain the idea 
of a separation from his own charge. Proposals 
were then made to Dr. Kollock, of Savannah, 

• 

who, as has been already stu,ted, visited Boston in 
the Summer of 1808, and made an impression by 
his preaching so favourable that an invitation 
was at once extended to him to take charge of' 
the proposed Society. This invita,tion he was 
at first strongly inclined to accept; and indi
cated his half formed purpose to this effect, in 
a letter to Dr. Morse, written shortly after his. 
return to Georgia; but, upon more mature reflec
tion, he was lp.d to a different view of the case, 

• 

• • 
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and in September following returned a negative 
anRwer. 

Meanwhile measures were taken to organize 
the Church, and a subscription was opened for 
building a house of worship. On the evening of 
the 6th of February: 1809, ten individuals met at 
the house of William Thurston Esq., afterwards. 
~ Trustee; and a Committee appointed by them 
framed the strictly Calvinistic Oonfession of 
Faith, subsequently adopted and still used by 
that Ohurch. 

On the 27th of February, at the invitation of 
this Committee, were assembled at Mr. Thurston's 
the Pastors of the three churches in Oharlestown, 
Oambridge and Dorchester, each accompanied by 
a lay delegate; and by this Ecclesiastical.Council 
the new Church was organized, consisting of twen
ty-six members. The Sermon on the occaHion was 
preached by Dr. Morse from. Pi':i. cxviii, 25: "Save, 
now, I beseech thee, 0 Lord; 0 Lord, I beseech 
thee, send now prosperity." The Old ,~'outh Ohurch 
and the Federal Street Ohurch in Boston were 
also invited to be on the Oouncil, but declined. 

The new Ohurch was organized in March, and 
the corner-stone of the new edifice was laid in 
the beginning of May following, the Prayer alid 
Address on the occasion being by the Rev. Drs. 
Holmes and Morse. The building was dedicated 
the next winter while Dl'. Morse was on a visit 
to South Carolina. Dr. Griffin, who preached on 
the occasion, writes thus to him under date of 
17 January, 1810 : 

• 
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, 
" On the 10th our new church was dedicated, and the con. 

tract between the Church and myself explained and publicly 
renewed. Mr. Codman began the exercises of the day by read
ing an Anthem, and then made a Dedicatory Prayer. Mr. 
Huntington followed the Sermon with a Prayer and a Psalm. 
Dr. Holmes then explained the contract, and led the parties to 
a public renewal of it, and then prayed. The whole was eon
eluded with the blessing. The house was filled. N ex.t Monday 

• is the clay appointed for the sale of our pews. It is believed 
we shall sell from seventy to a hundred the first day. Last 
night the Church voted to give Dr. N ott a call." 

Dr. Morse was informed by a letter from Mr. 
Thurston of the 4th of April that this call had 
been declined, but that it was renewed, and he 
was requested to write to DI'. Nott, to induce 
him, if possible, still to accept it. On hearing of 
the Rev. Dr. Mason's resignation of his pastoral -
charge of. the First Associate Reformed Church 
in New York city, he addressed a letter to him 

• 

from Charleston. S. Q., on the 25th of April, 
• 

from which the following is an extract: 
• 

" If your plans are not already formed, and you can suspend, 
till I see you next month, your determination as to your future 
course, I pray you to do it. Perhaps Provillenee intends 
Boston, Andover 01' Cambridge as the scene of your future 
labours. Here you know is a wide and most important fielJ of 

• 
usefulness. Should your way be directed thither, Illy heart 
would be encouraged more than you can imagine, to go home 
and renew my labors with you in that part of the vineyard of 
our Lord, which is so awfully overrun wi.th Cilrror and torn by 
divisions. I hope your views have been toward Boston. If 
not, turn them, I pray you seriously, that way." 

Late in the summer, Dr. Morse met the pew 
proprietors of Park Street Church, at their re~ 
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quest, as their Moderator, for the purpose of con
curring with the church members who had voted 
unanimously a second time to call Dr. Nott. At 
the close of the meeting, the Moderator was 
requested to write and urge Dr. Nott to accept 
the call. With this request he complied, but to 
no purpose, as the call was again declined. 

Dr.. Griffin had continued to supply the pulpit 
after the dedication of the church, as fn,r as his 
engagements at Andover would allow. After Dr. 
Kollock had decliIied their call in September, 
1809, It call was preRented to Dr. Griffin, which 
he also declined; but it was renewed in Febru
ary, 1811. After hesitating for a long time, he 
resigned his Professorship at Andover, and was 
installed Pastor of Park Street Ohurch on the 
31st of July, 1811. The Sermon on the occasion 
was preached by Dr. Worcester, of Sa1em, and the 
Introductory Prayer was offered by Dr. Morse. 
The establishment of this church Dr. M. regarded 
as marking an epoch in. the religious history of 
New England~ 

THE DORCHEs'rER CONTROVERSY • 
• 

From October, 1811, till May, 1812, Dr. Morse 
was actively engaged in assisting his friend, the 
Rev. John Oodman, of Dorchester, in the prose
cution of a controversy which threatened, at one 
time, to drive him from his pulpit. Mr. Codman 
was settled on the 7th of December, 1808, as 
Pastor of the Second Church and Oongregation, 
then l~tely organized in Dorchester. While a 

• 
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student of Divinity at Hingham, under the Rev. 
Henry W are, (afterwards Professor in Harvard 
College), in 1803, four printed sermons, on Pre
destination, by the Rev. William Cooper, of Brat
tIe Street Church, Boston, were put into his 
hands, with a request by his teacher that he 
would write a Review of them for the Monthly 
Anthology. But, On porusing them, he became 
a convert to the doctrine that he was expected 
to condemn, and, though he wrote the Review, 
as requested, it appeareel, not in the Monthly 
Anthology, but in the Panoplist.* His convic-

. tions in favour of the Orthodox system wel'e 
subseq uently r.endered clearer and stronger by a 
residence for some time in Edinburgh, itnd an. 
attenchmce on the Theological Lectures in con
nection with the University there. 

After his settlement in Dorchester he came to 
have scruples in respect to indiscriminate ex
changes with the surroun(ling clergy, on the 
ground that a portion of them had abandoned 
doctrines which he regarded as fundamental in' 
the Christian system. This course proved offen
si ve to some prominent persons in his congrega
tion, and their complaints ripened into personal 
charges, which, on the 30th of October, 1811, a 
Mutual Council was called to adjudicate. 

The Letter Missive to the Churches repre
sented on the occasion, is dated 4 October, and 

• 

runs thus: "to hear and de·termine certain arti-
• 

• 

• Vol. 1., No. I .. fol' June, 1805. 



THE DORCHESTER CONTROVERSY. 117 

cles of charge presented by certain aggrieved . 
brethren of the Church, and the Parish Com~ 
mittee against their Pastor." When Dr. Lyman, 
who was one of the ministers selected, received 
thc letter, in the expectation of not responding; 
to the en,}l by personal attendmce, he addressed 
a letter to Dr. Morse, complaining of the very 
limited powers with which the Council were in~ 
vested, and reprobating the course which the 
liberal party were disposed to pursue. He, how~ 
ever, in consequence of being informed that his 
absence "might impede the course of justice, 
and destroy the equality necessary to give con
tentment and safety to parti.es in a controversy," 

. changed his purpose, made the journey to Dor
chester, and took his seat in the Council. 

When the Oouncil convened, it consisted of 
twelve Pastors, each with a lay delegate. As 
half of these wore chosen by the Complainants 
and half by the Pastor, they took their com
plexion accordingly.* When called to decide 
whether there was just cause of complaint against 
the Rev. Mr. Codman for having neglected to 
exchange ministerial labours with the ministers 
of the Boston Association generally, they were 

• 

• The names of the Pastors were as follows: Chosen ·by the complain
ants: Rev. John Reed, D. D., Bridgewater; Rev. R. R. Eliot, Water
town; Rev. 'rhomas Thacher, Dedham; Rev. Aaron Bancroft, D. D., 
Worcester; Rev. Samuel Kendull, D. D., Western. Chosen by the 
Pastor: Rev. ~L'homas Prentiss; D. D., Medfield; Rev. Joseph Lyman, 

• 

D. D., IIatlielll; Rev. William Greenough, Newton; Rev. Samuel 
Austin, D. D., Worcester; Rev. J edidiah Morse, D. D., Oharlestown; 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D., Salem. 
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equally divided, after a session of ten days, so 
that they left the case substantially as they 
found it . 
. Mr. Codman's friends were not a little en
couraged by this result to hope that the contro
versy would now cease, and that he would be 
unembarrassed in the exercise of his own dis
cretion in respect to the matter of exchanges; 
but in this they were disappointed. In conse
quence 'of the continued dissatisfaction of the 

. Liberal party, the Pastor and his friends united 
with them in calling another Mutual Council, 
which convened on the 12th of May, 1812. This 
Council was constituted like the former, half 
Liberal and half Orthodox., 1'he only question 
presented.was, "Is. it expedient that the minis
terial and pastoral relation between the Rev. Mr. 
Codman and the Second Parish in Dorchester be 
dissolved 7" The casting vote was given by the 
Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Lathrop, of 'West 
Springfield, and was in the negative; so that 
Mr. Codman still remi1ined Pastor. But the 
Moderator had appended to his decision the fol
lowing note: 

" I gi1ve my vote in the negi1tive 6n i1 full belief and strong 
persuasion thi1t, from this time forward, Mr. Oodmi1n would 
open i1 more free and liberal intercourse with his ministel'ii1l 
brethren, and thus remove the only objection alleged against 
him, and the only re[1son urged for his dismission. If his 
future conduct should be the same as in time past in this respect, 
I should be much disi1ppoiuted and grieved; and if I should 
find myself thus disi1ppointed, I should eerti1inly have no hesi • 



, 
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tancy in giving my vote for his dismission, if called in Pro
vidence to give my voice on the question." 

• 

This note was regarded by Mr. Codman's 
friends as of somewhat dubious import, though 
Mr. C. subsequently received an explanation of 
it from the writer that must have relieved him, 
in some degree, of his embarrassment. Two 
months later the Parish Committee addressed a 
letter to Mr. Oodman, claiming that the Council 
had srLllctioned their complaints, and demanding 
a categorical answer whether or not he intended 
to exchange indiscriminately with twelve minis
ters (naming them) of the· Boston Association. 
He showed the letter to his friend, Dr. Morse, 
who made it the subject of a communication to 
Dr. Lathrop, in which he expresses the fears he 
had entertained from the first that the meaning 
of his note would be perverteel, and assures Dr. 
Lathrop that, in the state of ecclesiastical affairs 

• 

in the region of Boston, the declining to exchange 
freely with all the Congregational ministers 
around him was not a sufficient reason for depriv
ing a church of a Pastor to whom they were 
tenderly attached, who filled an important sphere 
of influence, and whose labours had been abund
antly blessed. He adds: 

"If such a principle were admitted as correct, there is not 
a faithful minister in this whole region, holding the doctrines 
which you hold, Sir, who would be permitted long to rem[lin in 
his station: . In every parish there would be found a sufficient 
number, (at least as many as existed originally in the Dor
chester Society, which did not exceed three or four,) on thIS 
principle to remove him." 
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The diss!ttisfied members continued. for a few 
months longer to urge Mr. Cadman's dismission; 
but at length, in December, 1812, they accepted 
the terms of compromise, which had beon previ
ously offered them, and, their pews being pur
chased at cost by the Pastor and his friends, they 
withdrew their names from the parish roll. 
Thus terminated a controversy of about a year 
and a half, which was the first decisive step 
tow!trds the division of the Congregn,tional min-

. isters of Massachusetts. 

PUBLISHING THE PAMPHLET ON AMERICAN UNITARIANISM. 

In the spring of 181b, Dr. Morse learned, 
through one of his sons, that a book had lately 
been issued. from the London press, containing ~m 
account of Unit.arianism in this country it was 
the Memoir of the Life of Theophilus Lindsey by 
Thomas Belsham. On obtaining the loan of a 
copy of this work from a gentleman in Boston, he 
found, as had been reported to him, a chapter 
devoted to the History of American U nitarian
ism. This 'Chapter he caused to be transcribed, 
and published in a pamphlet, entitled "Ame
rican UnitarianilSm, or a Brief History of the 
Progress and Present State of the Unitarian 
Churches in America, compiled from Documents 
and Information communicated by the Rev. 
James Freeman, D. D., and 'Villiam Wells, Jr. 
Esq., of Boston, and from other Unitarian gentle
men in this country' By the Rev. Thomas 
Belsham, Essex Street, London. Extracted from 
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the 'Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. Theophilus 
Lindsey,' published in London in 1812, and now 
published for the benefit of the Christian Churches 
in this country, without note or alteration." 

First in the pamphlet appear Letters of Dr .. 
Freeman, containing an account of the int.roc1uc~ 
tion of the U ni tarian Liturgy in the Stone Chapel, 
and other events in the progress of Unitarianism 
in this country previous to the year 1800. These 
letters contain also accounts of some later at~ 

• 

tempts to form a few Unitarian churches in the 
States of Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York and Pennsylvania. Then follows a letter 
from William Wells, Jr., Esq., dated Boston, 21 
March, 1812, from which the following .is an 
extract: 

" With regard to the progress of Unitarianism, .. its tenets 
have spread very extensively in New England, but I believe there 
is only one church professedly Unitarian ... Most of our Boston 
clergy and respectable hymen (of whom we have many enlight. 
ened theologians) are Unitarian. Nor do they think it at all 
n!cessary to conceal their sentiments upon these subjects, but ex
press them without the least hesitation when they judge it proper. 
I may safely say, the general habit of thinking and speaking 
upon this qucstion in Boston is Unitarian. At the same time, 
the controversy is scldom or never introduced into· the pulpit. 
I except the Stone Chapel Church. If publications make their 
appearance attacking Unitarian sentiments, they are commonly 
answered with spirit and ability; but the majority of those
who are Unitarians are perhaps of those sentiments without any. 
distinct consciousness of being so. Like the first Christians, . 

• 

finding no sentiments but these in the New Testament, and not 
accustomed to hear the language of the New Testament strained 
and warped by theological system-makers, they adopt naturally 
a just mode of thinking. This state of things a,ppcars to me so 

• 

11 



• 

122 PAMPIILET ON AMERICAN UNITARIANISM. 
• • 

favomable to the dissemination of correct sentiments, that I 
should perhaps regret a great degree of excitement in the pub. 
lie mind upon these subjects. The majority would eventually 
be against us. The ignorant, the violent, the ambitious, ancl 
the cunning, would carry the multitude with them ill religion 
as they do in politics. One Dr.:M ,in a contest fOl' spread. 
ing his own sentiments among the great body of the people, 
would, at leas t for a time, beat ten Priestleys." 

The letter goes on to deprecate controversy, 
and to give reasons why it should be u.voided. 

Mr. Belsham thus expresses his doubts in 
respect to the correctness of the views contained 
ill the above extract: 

"Being myself a friend to ingenuousness and candour, I 
could wish to sec all who are truly Unitari:'1lls, openly such, and 
teaching the doctrine of the simple, indivisible unity. of God, 
as well as to practise the rites of Unitarian worship. But I 
would not presume to jndge for another. There may possibly 
be reasons for caution which do not occur to me, and of which I 
{l,m not competent to judge. The time, however, must eOllle,
perhaps it is near, when truth will no longer endure confine· 
.ment. " 

• 

Though the Memoirs of the' Life of Lindsey 
.appeared in London in 1812, there were but. few 
.individuals in this country who knew of the 
-existence of such a work until some three years 

..after its publication. One of these was John 
. Adams, as appears from the following lettei' of 
.his t.o Thomas Jefferson .. The letter to which he 
alludes was one of Jefferson's to Dr. Priestley, 
contained in Be-Isham's hook: 

BRAINTREE, June 10, 1813. 
" Other parts of this letter may hereafter be considered, if I 

-
~an keep the book long enough; but only four copies have 
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arrived in Boston, and they have spread terror, as yet however 
in secret." 

The Pamphlet is introduced to the American 
Public by the following Preface: 

, 

" When such radical and essential changes take place in the 
religion of a country as have been witnessed in some parts of 

. N cw England, particularly in Boston and the region about it, 
during the last· thirty years, it is gratifying to inquiring minds 
to know from correct and undisputed sources and documents, in 
what manner and by what steps such changes have been effected. 
The Publishers of this pamphlet are happy that they have it in 
their power to satisfy the inquisitive on this subject. The 
information desired will be found in t,he following pages. 

" It is proper in this place to admonish the reader that it is 
not our object to decide the great question, which has the 
preferencc, the old faith of the Fathers of New England, which 
Unitarians (to give ,tllem their own title) reject as irrational 
and unscril)tural; or that which they have desired, under the 
idea of rPju1'11l, to introduce into its place. On this question 
everyone in this land of freedom of opinion, and of abundant 
means of information" must judge for himself. To his own 
Master each must stand or fall. We mean here to offer no 
opinion of our own; to introduce nothing of controversy; but 
merely to give a plain history of very important facts, derived 
from unquestionable sources, disclosing the instrulllcnts and 
operations by which these great and visible changes in the 
religious faith of so many of our Clergy, of the Churches, and 
of the University, in this part of New England, have been 
accomplished. This puhlication seems now to he required, and 
even necessary; because those who have been chiefly concerned 
in conducting these operations, have deemed it expedient till 
this stage of their process, to conceal fro111 the mass of the 
Christian community their ultimate designs. The History, 
therefore, which we now lay before the public, will be, in its 
most· material parts, new to most of our reu,ders, and, as we 
believe, interesting to all. Though this History is now before 
the public, we are not quite certain that all the advocates of 

, 
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, 

the changes in the religion of our country, which it relates, are 
agreed as to the expediency and seasonableness of the present 
disclosure, or are disposed to commend lYh·. Belsham for making 
it, in the manner he has done, on the other side of the Atlantic. 
The care which has been manifested to limit the knowledge of 
this extraordinary work during many months, (probably two 
years,) since its arrival in Boston, indicates pretty plainly the 
unwillingness of those who possessed copies of it, to havc its 
conte"nts generally known. On this subject, however, we would 
not be positive. Appearances may have deceived us. The 
gentlemen who received this work from its author, may have 
had other and very satisfactory reasons for this apparent con
cealment of it for so long a perioLl. If so, we may, and we 
hope we shall, receive their thanks, and the thanks also of other 
American Unitarians, in bringing before the public their own 
history in so unexceptionable a form, from the pen of a man, 
considered deservedly as standing at the head of their denomi
'natbn, who derived his facts and information confessedly from 
gentlemen in this eountr:y, who were best acquainted with the 
subject; who have been principalS in the History which they 
l1arrate, and who wrote, moreover, evidently not for the publio 
eye, but only for the information of private, confidential friends, 
and of course what they conceived to be naked and undisguised 
truth. Itarely, indeed, has the Ohristian publio been favoured 
with a portion of history, which has had as high claims to 
attention and credit, for the reasons above stated, as that which 
is contained in the following pages. We may, therefore, with
out presumption, anticipate the pleasure we shall afford to all 
denominations of Christians by giving them, in a cheap f0rm, 
this very interesting portion ofecclesiastieal history. 

""\¥e have another reason lor 'making this publication. 
:Many complaints have been made that' the Boston clergy are 
, slanderously reported' to be Unitarians. This pamphlet will 
show who are 'the ' slanderers,' if indeed they deserve this 
epithet, and eXCUlpate some who have been falsely accused in 
this thing." 

The pamphlet excited great interest, as was 
indicated by the fact that, within a little more 

• 

• 
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than a month, five editions, of five hundred each, 
were printed and sold. Dr. Morse sent a copy 
to J aIm Adams, not aware evidently that he had 
any previous knowledge ofthe ,book, accompanied 
with the following note: ' 

"10 May. The enclosed pamphlet may not have fallen 
• under your eye. It contains some things which may amuse and 

interest you." 

It brought from the venerable statesman this 
characteristic reply, which is here given entire, 
though part of it has already been quoted: " 

['. This lotter lllU'st not be printed,"] . 

" QUINC,Y, May 15, 1815. 
" Dear Doctor: I thank you for your favour of the 10th lcnd 

the pamphlet enclosed, 'American Unitltrianism.' I have 
turned over its leaves ancl found nothirlg that was not familiarly 
known to me. 

" In the Preface Unitarianism is represented as only thirty 
years old in New England. ' I can testify ItS a witness to its 
old ,age. Sixty-five years a.go, my own minister, the Hev. 
Samuel Bryant, Dr. J'onathan :Mayhew, of'the 'West Church in 
Boston, the Rev. Mr. Shute, of Hingham, the Hev. J olmBrown, 
of Cohasset, and perhaps equal to all, if not above all, the Hev. 
Mr. Gay, of Hingham, were Unitarians. 

,e Among the J~aity, how many could I name, Lawyers" 
Physicians, Tradeswen, Farmers. I could fill a sheet, but at 
present will name only one, Richad Cranch, a lllltn who had 
studied Divinity, Jewish and Christian Antiquities, more than 

, 

any clergyman now existing in New England. 
"More than fifty years ago, I rOlLd· Dr. Samuel Clark, 

Emlyn and Dr. Waterland. , Do you expect, my deal' Doctor, 
to teach me any thing n.ew in favour of Athan,asianislU 1 

" There is, my deal' Doctor, at present existing in the world 
a Church PhiloRophic as subtle audlearnecl, and as hypocritical, 
as the Holy Roman Catholic, Apostolic and <Ecumenical 

, 
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Church. This Philosophical Church was originally English. 
Voltaire learned it from Lord Herbert, Hobbs, Morgan, Col
lins, Shaftsbury, Bolingbroke, &c. You may depend upon it 
your exertions will promote the Ohurch Philosophic more than 
the Church Athanasian or Presbyterian. 

" This and the coming age will not be ruled by Inquisitions 
~nd Jesuits. The restoration of Napoleon has been caused by 
the resuscit[Ltion of. Inquisitions and Jesuits. . 

" I am and wish to be your frienu, 
"Rev. Dr. MORSE. JOHN ADAMS." 

How this letter came to be published, in face 
of the distinct prohibition at the beginning, is 
thus explained by Dr. Morse: 

" 9 September, 1815. I find that a copy of your letter (not 
from me) has founel its way on Chauge in Boston, and copies have 
been multiplied and sent into different parts of the country. 
In these circumstances, I presume, Sir, you will have no objec
tion to its being printed. Otherwise, it may l)roduce effects, 
from the manner in which it was circulated, which were not 
anticipated by you, and which it would not be pleasant to me 
to contemplate. I hael no expectation nor design to enlist you, 
Sir, in the controversy, when I sent you the Pamphlet; bllt I 
supposed merely that the letters of Dr. Priestley and Mr. J effer
son particularly might amuse you. Such an answer to .my 
letter and communication was not expected. But the informa
tion it contains is highly important and very interesting, and 
such as I should be very glad, with your permission, to lay 
before the 'publio. Any further information whioh you may 
possess on this subject will be gratefully received." 

The publication of this pamphlet proved the 
. harbinger of a controversy that was contmued 
through several years, being conducted chiefly 
by Dr. Worcester, Professors Woods and Stuart, 
and Mr. Evarts, the Editor of the Panoplist, on 
the Orthodox side, while Dr. Ohanning, Professor 

, 
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Ware, and the Editor of the General Repository 
and Review were the principal writers in favour 
of Unitarianism. The pamphlets on both sides 
were written with marked ability, and withal 
with great fairness; aud it may reasonably be 
doubted whether there is to be found in the 
English language a discussion of the same themes 
equally luminous and satisfactory . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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III. 

HIS LABOURS AS A PHILANTIIUOPIST. 

As Dr. Morse's ministry fell within the period 
signalized by the opening of the modern era of 
Christian benevolence, it was to be expected,. 
considering the great energies of his intellectual 
and moral nature, that he would acquire an hon
oured name among the Philanthropists of his 
generation. Such an expectation is fully justi
fied and met in the history of his life. To the 
success of nearly all the leading benevolent en· 
terprises of his day he was jl0t only a cordial 
well-wisher but an efficient contributor. The 
design of this chapter is to present him in the 
relation he sustained to some of the more pro
minent of these objects. 

Society for Propagating the Gospel. 
First, in the order of time, were the benevo-

• 

lent efforts which he put forth in connection with 
the Society for propagating the Gospel among 
the Indians and others in North America,-"
the oldest Missionary Society in the United 
States. . 
. In 1787 the Society in Scotland for the propa

gation of Christian knowledge constituted a 
number of gentlemen in Boston and its vicinity 
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a Board of Commissioners, to disburse that por
tion of their funds which was appropria,ted to the 
evangelizing of the Indians. The gentlemen ap
pointed to this work were painfully impressed 

• 

by the idea that such an object should attract 
, less attention at home than abroad; and they 

resolved to wipe away the ieproach by forming 
an organization with reference to the same work. 
The result was that, within avery short time, 
was formed" the Societ.y for Propagating the Gos
pel among the Indians and others in North Ame
rica." It was incorporated by the Massachusetts 
.Legislature in December of that yettr, but had 

, 

not the requisite funds for missionary operations, 
till it received what is called the' Alford Dona
tion' a bequest ofthirteen thousand dollars from 
John Alford, a wealthy inhabitant of Charles
town, who had died a short time before Mr. 
Morse's settloment. Of this Society Mr. Morse 
was elected a member in 1702; and appointed 
AssiFitan t Secretary in 1795; and on l the death 
of Dr. Thacher in 1802, he succeeded him as 
Secretary. 

In ·the summer of 1796 the Society in Scot
land requested their Board of Commissioners in 
Boston" to send a deputation of their number to 
the Oneida country (in the State of New York), 
to examine into the state of religion in the mis
sion." Dr. Belknap and Dr. Morse were selected 
to perform this service. They were gone on their 
mission for several weeks; and the Report which 
they presented on their return, is preserved ill 
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the Collections of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. 

The effect of this visit upon Dr. Belknap, who 
was of a cool and cautious temperament, was to 
convince him of the utter honelessness of aU 
efforts to civilize and Ohristianize the Indians; 
while Dr. Morse, on the other ha,ncl, with his 
more sanguine habit of mind, was encouraged to 
prosecute the work with unfaltering zeal. Refer
ing to this journey, in a letter to Governor Jay, 
(21 A.pril, 1797), he says: 

"On my way from Oneida last summer, I met in New York 
with Mr. Jones, (Comptroller of the State), who cheered me 
with the information that the snle of the Indian lands would 
supply the funds neccssary to support missionaries among the 
Inc1ians of your State. Should you, Sir, and the Oommissioner~ 
of Indian Afhirs think propel' so to appropriate ·the money, 
the Society in Boston will use their best endeavoUTs to procme 
and recommend suitable persons for missionaries." 

Besides this mission patronized by the" Board 
of Commissioners" of the Society in Scotln.nd, 

• the Society for propagating the Gospel had 
missions among the Indians at Marshpee and 
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts; Narragansett, 
Rhode Island; Penobscot, Maine; and Wyandotte, 
Ohio. In the other department of the Society's 
labours, the supply of religious instruction to 
the destitute settlements of whites, from four to 
nine missionaries were employed n,t this period,
their term of service varying from three weeks 
to twelve months in Maine, Rhode Island, Ver-
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mont and New York. His persol1G,l labours in one 
of these fields may here properly be noticed. 

Early in the present century the spiritual 
wants of the fishermen, inhabiting the Isles of 
Shoals, off Portsmouth, N. H., attracted the at~ 

tention of the Society for propagating the Gospel. 
As Assistant Secretary of that Society he re
ceived a letter, in April, 1799, from Dudley 
Atkins Tyng, of Newburyport, who was deeply in
terested in behalf of these poor people, containing 
a most graphic account of their physical as-well 
as spiritual degradation, and eftrnestly invoking 
the Society'S aid for their relief and improve
ment. The application was successful, and the 
Society voted the sum of one hundred dollars a 
year towards the support of a religious teacher, 
and sent a missionary to labour among them for· 
three months. In the summer of 1800, Dr . 
Morse, by the appointment and at the expense 
of the Society, visited these Islands in the ca
pacity of a m~ssionary. His misRion occupied. 
ten days, from the 5th to the 15th of August . 

• 

He kept a journal, which, on his return, was sub-
mitted to the Society as his Report, and whi'ch 

• 

is preserved in manuscript in their archives. 
The following extracts may give some idea of 
the manner in which he was occupied during 
this period: 

"7 August (Thursday). I have visited every family and 
most of them several times, and inquired particularly into their 
circumstances. From no individual did I receive the least 
personal disrespect during my stay, and. my reception was as 

• 
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£avouralJle and respectful as ought to. be expected from people 
in their circUlllstances. ~iVhen I informed them whcnce I 
came, by whose request and the object of my mission, they 
seemed gcnerally Jeeply affectcd, and several shed tears, and 
expres;;;ed surprise thatpeoplc at such a distance should think 
of thcm, and be even more concerned for them than they were 
for tIwlliselves. At tIu'cc 0 'clock I preached a lecture to an 
audiencc of about scventy persons, who behi1Ved with decency, 
were attentive and solemn. Aftcr service I gavc notice that 
all who wished to have their childl'cn baptized, mURt make it 
known to me previously to the Sabbath, that I might ConverSe 
with them on the subjcct. This notice Was g'clleraIIy regarded. 
Appointed a lecturc for the next day at three o'clock on Star 
Island. . 

" 8 August (Friday) Spent the morning in catechising and 
instructing about a dozen children. Distributed Huch lJortions 
,vf the books sent by the Society as I thought most necded. 
Agreefl,j)ly to awointment, went to Star Island at three o'clock, 
P. ]Yr., and preached at the house of HI'S. l\Iace. l'wo-tIlil'cls 
.of the pcople, as nearly as I cO~lld jUdge, attcndcd. . After 
service, gave notice that I s]lOuld spend the next day (Saturday) 
in catcchising the children aud visiting the pcople at their 
houses. 

"9 August (Saturday)· .. Twenty-foul' children assembled. 
Spent two hours in hearing them read, catechising, praying 
with .\tnd instructing tlll.~m. Two.or three could rend tolemJ)ly 
well; but the greater part appeared totally ignorant- The 
afternoon I spent in convcrsing with those who were desh'ou~ 
of having their children baptized, and in visiting the people at 
their own hOllses. , 
. "In regard to Baptism,. I fonnd some difficulty in my own -

mind to determine who were. the. proper subjects. Severi.l 
heads of families llad had some of tIleil' children baptized 1 as 

• 
opportunity offered. In respect< to these parents, it !1ppcltrocl 
to me propel' that the rest of their children should be admitted 
to the same privilege. To other parents I endeavoured to 
explain the nature and design of the ordinance, q110stioned 

• 

them as to their faith in the Christian religion, informed them 
• • 
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of the obligations which an u,dmission to this ordinance laid 
them uUller to see that their children were properly educu,tecl, 
ancl to set a good example before them; and in cases where 
the answers were satisflLCtory, I allowed them to bring their 
children for baptism. , 

" To-day I was told of two couples who had lived together 
as man and wife for a number of years, but who had not been 
married, and each had several children. I asked myself 
whether it would not now' be proper to marry them? After 
consideration I decided the matter in the affirmative. It would 
be improper, I thought, to separate them, or to suffer thom to 
continue to live together unmarried. Further, the marrying 
of them would tend to keep up a respect for the marriage 
institution. As I fOLlUd these islanders without eivillaw and in 
a state of na.ture, I presumed upon my right, as a minister of 
Christ, to marry them, which I accordingly did thc next cby; 
not, however, without reproving them for their past sin, repre-
senting to them the importance of the marriage covenant, and 
inculcating upon them its duties. 

"10 August (Sunday). Nevel' did I spend a Sabbath more 
laboriously and more satisfactorily than this. ' The people very 
generally assembled, and with great apparent cheerfulness. 
I preaehecl morning and afternoon. At the conclusion of tho 
afternoon service and in the evening I bapt.ized thirty"one 
children. 

"11 August (Monday). Went roun:d to every family on 
Star Island to bid them farewell. Many of the 'people mani
fested the usual sensibilities on such occasions, and several 
expressed their thanks for my visit, their obligations to the 
Society, and their earnest desires not to be forgotten." 

Having ,accomplished his mission at the Isles', 
he took leave of the people, and went first to 
Portsmouth, where he called on a number, of 
prominent individuals, representing to them the 
necessities of the Islanders; and informing them 
of what tile Society had done for them, and what 

12 " ' 
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he snpposed they were still ready to do. He was 
much gratified to find that these gentlemen were 
ready to assist in building them a meeting-house, 
and in furnishing them the means of instruction 
and comfort. From Portsmouth be passed on to 
Exeter, where he saw Governor Gilman, Judge 
Tenney, Judge Peabody, and others of high stand
ing, all of' whom expressed their hearty approval 
of the object of his mission, and theil' willing
ness not only to contribute to it themselves, but to 
endeavour to secure [tid to it from the Legislature. 
Thence he proceeded to Newburyport. where he 
had a cordial welcome from his friend Mr. Tyng, 
who listened eagerly and grn,tefully to the ac
count which he had to give of the Islanders. At 
the suggestion of the gentlemen whom he had 
met in Portsmouth, he proposed to Mr. Tyng 
that a SUbscription paper in aid of the object for 
which he was labouring, should be printed, and 
circulated in the principal towns between Ports
mouth and Boston; and this, he was gratifiecl'to 
find, met Mr. T.'s cordial approbation. The 
paper was accordingly dmfted at once, and a 
number of copies printed for distribution. '1he 
people of Newburyport entered with great spirit 
into the enterprise, and so much was done within 
a few hours as to render it almost certain that 
not many months would elapse before the Island· 
ers would have a decent place of worship. He 
distributed the subscription papers in the several 
towns through which he passed on his homewn.rd 
way from New bnryport, and was encouraged to 

• • 
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expect considerable success. The closing record 
of his journey is: 

"15 August (Friday). At 5 P. 1\1:. arrived at Oharlestown, 
from a ten days' journey; the most pleasant and prospel'ous that 
I ever performed in the course of my life." 

The new meeting-house was completed by the 
end of October. It was a s'mall edifice built of 
stone, and with a steeple; so that it served the 
double purpose of a place of worship for the 
inhabitants and a landmark for seamen. On the 
14th of November, Dr. Morse went, by invitation 
of Mr. Tyng, and accompanied by Mr. John Low, 
the Society's newly appointed missionary to the 
Islands, and the same afternoon dedicated the 
meeting-house, preaching an appropriate sermon 
on the occasion. In the evening the inhabitants 
assembled at his lodgings, and entered into a 
covenant for their future conduct, agreeably to 
articles which had been prepared by Mr. Tyng. 
In the spring of 1801 Mr. Low was succeeded in 
this mission by Mr. Josiah Stevens, whom the 
New Hawpshire Legislature constituted Justice 
of the Peace, that he might thus restrain some 
immoralities which he could not reach from the 
pulpit. He died greatly lamented ill 1804. 

While this missionary work was thus going 
forward, Dr. Thacher was the Secretary of the 

_ Society; but, owing to his delicate health, the 
duties of the office were performed chiefly by 
Dr. Morse. In the fall of 1802 Dr. Thacher 
went to Savannah, by the advice of his physi-

• 



'. 

136 HIS LABOURS AS .A. PHILANTHROPIS'.r. 

cian, and in December the Society received 
tidings of his death. What Dr. Morse's estimnte 
of his character was, may be gltthered from the 
following extract of a letter which he addressed 
to the Rev. Dr. Kemp, Secretttry of the Society 
in Scotland, 4 February, 1803 : 

" I am sorry that my first official letter to you must announco 
• • 

melancholy ticlings. Our worthy and excellent friend Dr. 
Thacher is no moro ! He died at Savannah, in Georgia, the 
10th of December. His remains have been since brought to 
Boston. His diseaso was pulmonary. His end was peace. 
He died in the full faith of the doctrines he had preached, 
which were the doctrines of grace, and in the hope that is full 
of il111Uortlllity. His death I consider as an irreparable loss' to 
his family, his congregation, and to tho Socioty for Propagating 
the Gospol and Board of Commissioners, of which ho was the 
worthy and faithful Secretary. I feel quite unworthy to 
succeed hirp. in that office, to which I have been appointed 
since his death." 

Though aided by a Board of Directors, the 
grettter part of the labour performed by the So
ciety devolved on the Secretttry. The period in 
which he held this office about seven years:
witnessed to a great enlargement of the Society's 
operations.· The Stttte of Massttchusetts which, 
from 1794 to .1803, had only granted in ttU one 
thousanel elollars, made now an annual elonation 
of this same sum for. four years, commencing with 
1804. In addition to these several grants from 
the State, the Society, for several years, helel a 
public religious service, at which its claims were 
presented in a' Discourse by some one ii. of its 
members, and a collection taken up in aid fof the 

\- . 
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object. The first service was held in Brattle 
Street Church, Boston, on the 19th of January, 
1804, much having previously been done to give 
both publicity and interest to the occasion. Dr. 
Morse preached the Annual Sermon before the 

. Society, in 1810, which was published. He re
signed his office as Secretary of the Society, in 
1810, but continued still a member of the Select 
Committee, and retained the Secretaryship of 
the Board of Commissioners. 

• 

MAflSACHUSETTS EMIGltANT SOCIETY. 

The republication of Dr. Morse's American 
Geography in England had a very decided influ
ence in promoting emigration from Europe to this 
country. The Rev. 'William vVells, Dr. Priestley, 
and several other distinguished Dissenting minis· 
ters, addressed letters to him, assuring him of the 
important service he had. rendered to many peo 
pIe on that siele of the Atlantic, by inducing 
them to seek a permanent home in the United 
States. To this no doubt ma,y be traced the 
origin, about the close of the year 1793, of " the 
Massachusetts Society for the Information and 
Advice of Immigrants." Of this Society, the 
eminent merchant, Thomas Russell, his parish
ioner, was President, and himself the Correspond
ing Secretary. In the Prospectus, still preserved, 

• 

ill his hand-writing, he says: 

" The inhabitants of New England, satisfied with the natural 
increase of their population, have, hitherto, rather discouraged 
than countenanced foreigners from settling among them • 

• 

• 

• 
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Hence few Europeans llave come to us since 1(340. The great 
body of the present inhabitants are the ofiSl)ring of about 
twenty-one thousand 1)er8ons, who came Over previous to that 
period, driven from their native land by persecution and 
oppression. This wise policy hits preserved a homogeneity of 
habits, Il1itnners, language, government and religion. But, 
owing to the present disturbed state of Emope, eitusing large 
emigrations and jcopal'ding our commerce with that quarter of 
the globe, it becomes a question now whether a change of policy 

: on our part is not required itlike by hUlIlitnity and self-interest." 

Snch were -the motives that prompted to the 
formation of this Society. It was established 
under very favourable auspices, and numbered, 
on the original list of its members, upwards of 
fifty of the prominent clergymen and laymen 
of Boston and its vicinity. 

Within a year afterwards a similar Society was 
formed in New York, and another in Philac1el phia, 
with both of which the Massachusetts Society 
held correspondence. To the Secretary of the 
latter ))1'. Morse writes, December 22, 1794: 

" Our Societ,y,o.r:iginated fr.om the {)vi.L1.ent necessity of some 
such institu.tion .at a period when foreigners were flowing in 
upon us in greQ,t .numbers, seeking a quiet retreat auel peaceful 
settlement in our happy country. To show a. friendly attention 
to these people according ,to their sey,el'al nee.essities and views, 
to do to them as we wouJd wish them ,to do to us in like cir
CUlllstances, are the objects ,of our Associittion. It is with 1I10a
sure we hear that othcr siniilar Bodies are formed in New York 
alild Philadelphia. By our ,mutual cOl'respondence the advan
otages to Emigrants will be ~creasec1. It is desirable that such 
Ass:ociations should be formed in other capital towns in the 
United Statcs. In this Commonwealth are established iron, 

• 

.glass, wo.olen and duck manufactories; and workmen are much 

• 
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wanted. Should any such land in Philadelphia, and necd 
employment, let thom come this way." 

On the 26th of April, 1795, he writes: 
• 

"'1'ho current of immigration is turned principally to the 
Southward. Fow; during the past yoar, have come to New 
Englltnd, so that our Society has had little to do." 

For the reason stated in the last extract, the 
Massachusetts Society first suspended, and in a 

. few years ceased altogether, its operations. But 
no one probably had more influence in originating 
it, or in promoting its interests during the period 

. of its continuance, than Dr. Morse. 

IN AID OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NAVY YARD AT 

CHARLESTOWN. 

'Vhile Dr. Morse, even in his philanthropic 
• 

movements, habitually recognized the fact that 
he was a Ohristian minister, and, as such, directed , 
his efforts general1y to the moral and spiritual 
improvement of his fellow men, or to the relief 
of human suffering, he did not hesitate, as oppor
tunity offered, to put forth his energies in aid of 
the secular interests of the community. One 
occasion on which he did this was the establish-

• 

ment of the two docks, in other words, the Navy 
Yard, at Oharlestown. On the 29th of March, 
1799, he writes thus to Benjamin Stoddert, Secre
tary of the Navy: 

• 

, "I perceive that Congress has passed an Act authorizing the 
establishment of ' two' Docks for the convenience of repairing 
the public ships and vessels, in suitable places in the United 
States." * * * '" * .. 



• 
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After stating the advantages that Charlestown 
offers for this purpose, he adds: 

"I have no particular interest to serve in this business, 
separate from that of my country." 

He subsequently obtained from Col. John May 
an accurate account of the tides in Boston Har
bour, with other information, which he forwarded 
in October following to the Secretary. 

Early the next year (1800) he was absent from 
home six weeks, part of which time he spent in 
Philadelphia, his fellow townsmen having com
missioned him to promote their object by his 
personal influence with the Government. On his 
return to Charlestown he writes to his father-in-

• 

law, Judge Breese: 

" The people seem llleased with what I haye done respecting 
the Dock;" and a few days later, he writes, "IVe are all 
alive respecting the Dock. On Thursday we are to have a 
town meeting on the subj ect, to determine at what price the 
Govcl'llment shall have the land, proJ{ided they conclude to 
establish the Dock here. Some of the land-owners are very 
obstinate. The Bostcnians are attempting to get the Dock on 
Noddle's Island. I think they will not succeed." 

At the Town meeting, on the 27th of March, 
Dr. Morse was appointed to furnish instructions 
to the Agent commissioned to prosecute their 
cause at the seat of Government. The matter 
was kept awhile in abeyance; and President 

• 

Adams, in the mean time, wrote to him, express-
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ing some doubt of the final i2sue; but the result 
was fully in accordance with Dr. Morse's wishes. 

IN BEHALF OF THE AFRICANS. 
, 

During Mr. Morse's sojourn in Georgia, pre
vious to his settlement in ehadesto'wn, both his 

, 

thoughts and sensibilities seem to have been 
deeply exercised in respect to the abject concli
tion of the slaves. On the death of one of them 

, 

in the family in which he lived he makes the 
following touching reflections: 

"To day Sullivan, one of the negro fellows, died very sud. 
denly. The negroes lay it to heart. Sullivan's wife is much 
affected, which shows that the negroes have sensibility. The 
death of a negro is conHidel'ed by his master as only the loss of 
so much property, just as the loss of cattle is with us at the 
N ol'th. If a vahmble negro die, it calls forth the remark that 
some old worn-out slave could lmve been better spared. Can 
this be right? Are not the slaves immortal beings? Should 
they not have the opportunity of rising in the scale of humanity 
as the whites have? " 

, 

• 

No doubt the observation which he made at. 
this period on the degradation incident to 
Slavery, predisposed him to the course of vigor
ous effort which he afterwards commenced and 
prosecuted in aid of the improvement of the 
AfriQan race. In the fall of 1802, while engn.ger1, 
on a, Saturday evening, in making his prepara
tion for the Sn.bbath, he was disturbed by the 
noise of a profane rabble in the street; and, taking 
his cane in his hand, went out to see wha.t he 

, 

could do to disperse them. As it was bright 
moonlight, he saw at once that they were coloured 
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people, and the thought of their degraded condi~ 
tion disposed him at once to a kindly forbearance. 
Instead of assuming towards them a menacing 
attitude, he calmly and affectionately expostu~ 
lated with them, and the desired effect was 
produced they· obeyed his counsels and went 
away. 

This circumstance produced an effect upon his 
mind that reached much· beyond the moment,
he reproached himself for having donG little or 
nothing for these wretched outcasts from society, 
and resolved that he would institute measures at 

• 

once for the improveme,llt of their condition. It 
was during this winter of 1802-03 that he de~ 
livered his first course of Saturday evening Lec~ 
tures to the young people of his congregation. 
But now, in addition, he delivered a discourse 
every Sunday evening to the negroes assembled 
in the town school-house. In this service he felt 
the deepest interest. In May, 11303, he writes 
to his father: 

"From December to April I gave lectures to the. negroes 
every Sabbath evening. From one hundred to three hundred 
attended from this town and Boston. They were very atten
tive, serious and grateful, and tho meetings have, by the Divine 
blessing, contributed much to their reformation." 

. This benevolent service which he was perform
ing became. lrnown to many of his friends in 
different parts of the cou.ntry, and some of them, 
among whom were Dr. Lyman, and Dr. Cutler,. 
of Hamilton, then a member of Congress, ad~ .. 

• 
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dressed letters to him, expressing their warmest 
sympathy in these benevolent labours. 

Early in the year 1803 he induced Mr. Oliver 
Brown, a member of his congreg11tion. and at that 
time a student jn Harvard College, to spend his 
long winter vacation in teaching the negroes, and 
fur this purpose he provided him a school-room 
in Boston. . 

In March of the same year he was called on by 
Mr. 'Williams,' afterwards the Rev. Thomas ,,\¥'il
Iiams, still living at a very advanced age. This 
gentleman had visited him in Charlestown two 
years before,and thus h~d become personally and 
favourably known to him. He was now a school 
teacher in Norwich Landing; and being known 
to take a deep interest in the welfare of the 
coloured people, Dr. Morse, after learning from 
a judicious friend in Norwich that he was quali
fied for the service in which he wished to employ 
him, had invited, him again to his house. He 
immediately arranged with him for taking charge 
of the school, and he entered at once upon the 
work; and Dr Morse subsequel1tly procured for 
him a license to preach, and also the Chaplaincy 
of the Boston Almshouse. The school grew and 
became a permanent institut.ion, with a Board of 
Trustees, of which Dr. Morse was a leading mem
ber. Among others, who co-operated with him 
in this good work were the late President Kirk
land of Harvard College, Lieutenant Governor 
William Phillips, Dr. Channing and Mr. Stephen 
Higginson Jr. 



, 
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In the spring of 1805, it was proposed to build 
a church for the coloured people, to be under the 
direction of this Board of Trustees; and the 
means for accomplishing it weiO provided by 
subscription. On this occasion .sixty-eight of 
the coloured people petitioned that the building 
should serve the double purpose of a school-room 

, 

and a place of worship. To this the Trustees 
assented, only recommending in their answer, 
which was .drawn up by Dr. Morse, that "the 
building, if rented, should be for all denomina
tions to which the Africans now belong, and be 
under a special Board of Trustees, in which these 
denominations shall be severally represented;" 
and concluding with a promise of their co-opera
tion if these conditions were complied with. To 
this object Dr. Morse subscribed one hundred 
dollars, a liberal sum, especially for a clergyman 
of that day. 

The 14th of July, 1808, was observed by the 
Africans and their descendants in Boston as a 
day of Thanksgiving, in commemoration of the 
Abolition of the African Slave Trade, hy the 
Governments of the United States, Great Britain 

• • 

and Denmark. With the express approbation 
of Governor Sullivan and the selectmen of the 
town, about two hundred coloured people marched 
in procession through several streets to the Afri
can meeting-house, where religious services were 
performed in the presence of a large assembly, 
including many clergymen and others ii'om the 
neighbouring towns. Dr. Morse preached on the 

• 



, 
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occasion, from the text, "If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." 
It was D, noble effort, designed to lead those to 
whom it was eSi)ecially addressed, to look beyond 
mere earthly freedom, and seek that higher free
dom ii'om sin and its conseqnences, which it is 
the design of the Gospel to impart. The Dis
course was published, with an Appendix con
taining valuable information in respect to the 
abolition of the Slave-t!'ade, not only in this 
country but in Great Britain. 

His kind offices to this class of people secured 
to him, in large measure, their confidence and 
affection, and tliey often came to ask his advice. 
His SOllS were then in Oollege; and they remem
ber once, on coming home to spend their vaca
tion, how much they were surprised to find the 
yard filled with negroes, and what a relief it 
was to them to be told that it was a peaceful 
gathering of coloured people from Boston and 
the vicinity, come to ask the advice of their 
friend Dr. Morse on some matter regarding their 
welfare. 

In 1812 they consulted him on the e.xpediency 
of migrating to Sierra Leone, and showed him 
letters from Oaptain Paul Ouffee, encouraging 
them to such an enterprise. That actively be
nevolent man had, the year before, made a voyag'e 
in his own vessel (the brig Traveller) to the 
Western coast of Africa, to ascertain for himself 
the advantages which the British Oolony of 
Sierra, Leone afforded as a settlement for his 

13 
• 
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coloured brethren in A.merica. On his return 
he wrote thus to those in Boston: , 

" If the war does not prevent, I intend, by advice of. friends, 
to send a vessel to Sierra Leone in October. I have visited 
Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York, where the people of 
colour propose forming themselves into societies. ,1'hey are 
put in possession of all the information I can give, them. I 
think you might conclude on a similar plan of Association; and 
if any should be desirous of going, such society would aid in 
forwarding their views." . 

, 

Dr. Morse thought favourably of the project 
and encouraged i~. A.fter the close of the war, 
the vessel sailed from New Bedford, '9 Decem
ber, 1815, with thirty-eight coloured persons of 
Boston, who bore the following letter from him 
to the Governor of the Oolony : 

• 

" BOSTON, 10 N ovcmbcr, 1815. 
" To His Exc'y Oharles Will. Maxwcll: Sir, From thc Re

ports of the Directors of the African Institution and of the London 
Ohurch Missionary Society, and from the statements of Oftptftin 
Paul Ouffee, I am made fully ftcquailltecl with the history for 
the present year, of the wise and benevolent establishment over 
which you are called, in the Providencc of God, to prcsidc. It 
has ever had my hearty approbation and my good wishcs for its 
prosperity. The account of its progrcss I havc read from time 
to time with deep interest, and I have strong confidence that it 
will continue to grow in importance and influence, and prove a 
great arid widely extended and lasting blessing to thtlt portion 
of Africa which has suffered most severely from the Slave
trac1e. 

" I have taken the liberty to write you, Sir, at this time, for 
the purpos,e of introducing to your protection and patronage the 
persons of' African descent, herein namec1, all of Boston, who, 
with their families, go out with Captain Paul Ouffee, with a 

• 
view to settle at Sierra Leone, in expectation of being admitted 

, 

• 

• 
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to share in the privileges afforded to settlers. From the certi. 
ficates of character which they will show you, signed by respect. 
able citizens of Boston, all which certificates I have read and 
know them to be genuine, as well as from my own l)Cl'sonttl 
knowledge of their character, I have reason to believe they will 
prove to be wholesome inhabitants, and a valuable acquisition to 
your Colony. And as most of them, I trust, are truly pious, 
and as som~ of them have' considerable knowledge of the 
doctrines of the Gospel, I trust they will be the instruments, 
by their exertions and example, of spreading the blessings of 
the Christian religion among their countrymen. Going among 
strangers in a distant land, with small pecuniary means and 
little knowledge of the world, they will need a friend in whom 
they may confide for advice, direction and support. That friend, 
I have no doubt, from my knowledge of your character, they 
will find in you. 

" Each family is furnished, by our Charitable Societies, with 
a Bible, Psalm Book, and some other useful books. ~Iore, 1 
doubt not, will be reallily furnished, as they may need, by your 
Church JHisHionary Society." 

Two months after their arrival one of the 
company writes him from Sierre Leone (3 April/ 
1816) of their safe arrival ufter a passage of 
fifty-five days; of their friendly reception by the 
Governor, who gave a town lot and from fifty to 
fifty-five acres of land for cultivation to each 
householder, according to the number of persons 
composing his family; of their abundant supply 
of rice, corn and other food; of the three or four 
schools, one of which contained an hundred and 
fifty female children; of the churches" five in 

, number, &c. , 
Oapt. Cuffee was applied to the next year to 

convey a second company of Colonists to Sierra 
, 

, 

, 
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Leone, and, in reply to Dr. Morse's inquiries, he 
writes: 

" Westport, 10 August, 1816. The prospect of my going to 
Africa this fall is unfavourable. When I went out before, 
there was not such provision for receiving my passengers as I 
could wish; so that the expense fell hen.vily on me. I had to 
supply these people at my own cost with provisions till they 
could furnish themselves by raising crops. I had not procured 
a license to protect me while in the Colony. I am now in 
further correspondence with my friend, Mr. Allen of London, 
on the subject. When suitable provision can be made, I shaH 
be remly and willing, Providence l)ermitting, to serve my 
brethren in any way that may tend to their advancement. Moan
while I reco)lllnencl the people of colour in Boston not to flatter 
themselves with too great prospects. After a year 01' two of 
progress, they can form a better judgment of tho wisdom of this 
emigration. . . . I am convinced that Africa is the country 

. in which thqy may rise to be a people, if they will only pro})are 
themselves for self-governlllent, and e:'!peci!blly leave orr that 
monstrous evil, Intelllperance." 

The- benevolent purposes of the writer of this 
letter were broken off by death shortly after its 
date; but there is no doubt that the service which 
he actually performed is to be reckoned as a 
link in the chain of causes from which sprang 
that noble institation, the American Oolonization 
Society. 

, 
• 

CHAPLAINOY OF THE STATE PRISON. 

On the erection of the State Prison in Oharles
town Dr. Morse was appointed, by the Governor 
of Massachusetts, Ohaplain and Visitor of that 
important institution. His certificate of ftppoint
IDent is elated 17 October, 1805. III a journal 
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that he kept during the year and a ha1f that he 
held these offices, from January, 1806 to June, , 
1807, he says: 

"Have attended meetings of visitors twenty-six times. 
There hn.ve been preached to the prisoners by myself, or by 
those I hn.ve engaged, fifty-three sermons. Hn.ve visited the 
prison in person, or hn.ve eml110yed some one to go in my place, 
to instruct the prisoners andl)l'ay with them, as nearly as I can 
ascertain, two hundred and fifty times. More time than all the 
above labours required has been spent in attending to the. 
friends of prisoners, or to persons whose curiosity has led them 
to view the prison." 

In his letter to Governor Sullivan, of June 5, 
1807, in which he tenders his resignation of these 

j 

offices, he says: . 

" I have enden.voured faithfully to discharge the very arduous 
duties which have devolved on me during the infn.ncy and form. 
ing period of this important institution. _ N othiug but an 
ardent desire to see an institution congenial with my own feel
ings for an unhappy class of men, lmt into successful operation. 
would have induced me, already crowded with other professional 
employmelltH, to accept my appointment. I have contin
ued to hold the offices against the advice and mgent solicita
tions of my friends, reiterated for n. year past, and I am now 
constra.il1ed to yield to their wishes, and to those of the people 
of my charge, whose affection is necessary to my usefulness." 

In token of their respect and affect.ion, a letter 
was addressed to him, signed by fifty-six of the 
prisoners, expressing their gratitude for his excel
lent instructions and advice, and their regret to 
part with so :firm and faithful a friend. 
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CIRCULATION OF RELIGIOUS TBACTS. 

With Dr. Morse's great facility at discovering 
means and opportunities of doing good, it is not 
strange that the dist'l:'ibl1tion of Religious Tracts 
should have early engaged his attention. The pam
phletson InfantBaptism, by Doctors Hemmenway, 
Lathrop, Strong and Williams, "\vhich have been 
already referred to, were tracts 'which he printed, 
published and distributed. As Assis'tant Secre
tary of the Society for Propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians and others in North America, . 
it fell to him to distribute gratuitously the books 

• 

and tracts to the purchase of which a pOl,tion of 
their funds was applied. But this was only the 
beginning of his labours in this department. 

In October, 1802, he addressed a letter to the 
Rev. George Burder, of the London Tract Soci
ety (formed in 1799), in which he writes thus: 

" In my own parish a few individuals who choose not to let 
their left hand know what their right hand doeth, have, within 
the last four months purcha~ed and in part "distributed more 
than twenty thousand religious tracts of different ki.nds. A 
wonderful disposition prevails to . promote in this manner the 
interests of religion,' l 

•• 

But the distribution began at an earlier period 
• 

than that indicated in the preceding extract; for 
in January of that year (1802) the Society's Mis
sionary at Freeport, Maine, the Rev. Alfred 
Johnson, speaks of a bundle of books just received 
from him, and alludes to another previously sent, 
adding: ' 



• 
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" I do not know a charity so cheap, that is so useful. The 
blessing of many ready to perish comes ulJon you. I labour 

• 
alllong four hundred families, mostly young and poor, and am 
often askeu for the books. Do your Geographies furnish you 
with this large stream of charities 1 Or do you beg to give 1" 

• 

The true answer to this inquiry seems to ha;ve 
been that his well known charitable spirit gave 
him great power, which he used to the best 
advantage, in putting in requisition the liberality 
of others. Both in and beyond his own parish, 
there were numbers of generous individuals who 
heartily. engaged with him in this work. Lieu~ 

tenant Governor Samuel Phillips, then lately 
deceased, had left a bequest of five thousand dol~ 
lars; the income of which was to be appropriated 
to the purchase of religious books and tracts, for 
distribution among the poor. The dispensing of 
this charity was committed to the Trustees of 
Phillips Academy, of whom Dr. Morse was one. 
In a letter to the Rev. George Burder, written 
abol..lt this time, he mentions that this legacy of 
Governor Phillips had suggested the idea of a 
new Society, which he says will probably be 
formed in a few weeks, and asks for the printed 
Oonstitutions, &c., of similar Societies in Eng~ 
land. The Society for Promoting Ohristian 
Knowledge, the intended formation of which he 
here refers to, was not established till September, 
1803. 

But meanwhile his zeal in the promotion of 
this. good cause suffered no abatement. In the 
fall of 1802 there were printed, under .his super~ 



• 
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intendence, editions of no less than nineteen 
Tracts, amounting to thirty-two thousand eight 
hundred and six copies. Of these puLlications 
some were selections from the writings of Edwards 
and Doddridge, and others reprint.s of English 
Tracts which he had received from the venerable 
Dr. Erskine of Scotland. The largest amount sub-

. scribed f01' this purpose was by his parisliioner, 
Richard Devens; which led his Pastor to say of 
him, in !l,n obituary notice, fivo years later, that 
"he gave awLty one hundr.ed thousand tracts, 
Bibles, &c., during his life. time." 

• 

The Tracts were sent chiefly to the new settle-
ments in Maine, Kentucky Ltnd Tennessee. They 
were put up in parcels of sixty each; and a 
package, containing from fifteen to forty parcels, 
was sent to a responsible person, minister or 
layman, in each town, with a letter of which the 
following is a sample: 

"CHARLESTOWN, 18 September, 1802. 
" My Dear Sil': On the 15th instant I pnt on bOlLl'd the 

. schooner William Henry one box of books, and one package 
contfLining twenty-seven small parcels, which I hope you re
ceived safely. Similar l)ackages are sent to all the towns in 

• 

Maine. They are put into my hands by persons whose names 
are not to be disclosed. I have to request you to send one of 
these bundles, as S0011 as eonvenient, to each minister in Ken
ne beck county; and, where there is no minister, to some other 
suitable man in the town, and to accompany each package with 
a letter like the one addressed to you, in yours. ~lhcy are to 
be distributed at the discretion of the minister or other person 
to whom they are committed. You will please to send me a 
receipt for the packages you receive, and take a receipt for 
each one delivered, and send to me the receipts, that I may 

, 
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exhibit them as vouchers of my fidelity to the gentlemen who 
put the books into my hands. 

"I wish to be particularly informed, and as early as con
venient, what reception the books meet with from those to whom 
they are given, and of any good effects produced. Such in
formation will govern fntnre proceedings of the kind. If these 
do good, more will be sent. 

" I persnade myself you will consider this business worthy 
of your attention; and that the good you may do in thus dis
pensing the charity of benevolent men, and in collecting lind 
transmitting to me the fruits of this charity, will be an ample 
rewal'd for the labour you may bestow. 

"With esteem, your friend and brothel', J. MORSE." 

The In.to Rev. Dr. AIexn.nder, of Princeton, 
• 

then n. resident of Prince Edward county, Vn.., 
writes him, under date of 19th of November, 
1802~ as fo11 0"'\""8 : 

" I am mueh pleased with the hint given of a plan on foot to 
institute a Society for the circulation of useful 1'racts. I am 
persuaded much good might be done hy such means. In this 
country especially, where religious books arc so scarce among 
the lower classes of society, vast advantages would result from 
the circulation of good books or p[unphlets. It occurs to me that 
if suitable persons could ·he procured to carry such about the 
country for sale in carts (as the Connecticut people do their small 
articles of merchandise), the desired ends would be answered. " 
more completely than in any other way. A chelep assortment. 
of valuable religious books and tracts would sell very well, and 
easily repay the expense incurred. 

"I greatly wish t.hat some plan could be devised·to spread the· 
knowledge of OhristianityamoJ?g the· poor ignorant negroes of 
this country. What occurs to me as most likcly to be useful. 
is the distribution of Bibles, Testaments, Hymn Books, &e., to 
such as would learn to read. The effect of such a measure 
would be very great, I know from fact. Formerly such books 
were sent over by the Society in London, and were given to 



, 
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such as expressed a grelLt desire to learn. And I am acqua,il1ted 
'with lL considerable number who were induced by these means 
to learn to read, And whlLt is remarkable, some of them were 
grown up before they werc brought fl'om Africa, I know an. 
olel Afl'iclLn, who, I suppose, is nearly nine~y, who retlLins to this 
day the Bible given to him fifty years ago. I am acquainted 
also with the elLse of a negro W0111lLn, who is supposed to be a 
hundred years old, who can read the Bible without spectlLeles, 
who also was taugM lJI the same means. If your benevolent 
Society would turn their attention to these' unfortunate crelL
tures, I would undertake the distribution of any books or tracts 
they would please to furnish." 

• • 

The Hampshire (in Massachusetts) Missionary 
Society~ established in 1802, undertook, among 
its other benevolent agencies, the distribution .... 
of Books and Tracts in the new settlemchts. 
Of this Society, his intimate friend, Dr. Lyman, 
Df Hatfield, was a Truste,e; and the letters that 
passed :b~tween them at this period (spring and 
summer of 1803) showed the deep interest which 
they respecetively felt in the subject. The pub~ 
lications of the Hampshire Society being different 
from those issued under Dr. Morse's supervision, 
frequent exchanges were made by the two friends 
Jor the supJ)ly of their respective fields. They 
also made .a joint effort for publishing works, 
which neither party felt able to publish alone. 
It was the day 0f -small things; and an edition 
of three t.hous[tnd copies of Doddridge's' Rise and 
Progress' required the .combined efforts of the 
Hampshire Missionary Society, the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel, and the Pl}illips Fund; 
and when only two thousand copies had been 
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subscribed for, and the contract with the printer 
was likely to fail, because one thousand copies 
would remain on hand, sa.id Dr. Morse,. ... " Let the 
three thousand be printed, agreeably to the con
tract- I will take what are not taken by subscri
bers and the Societies." 

The Constitution of the Massachusetts Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge the outlines 
of which had been, on the 15th of April previous, 
reftd and referred to a Committee was discussed, 
adopted and signed, on the 1st of September, 
1803, by twelve associates, namely, Samuel 
Abbot, Daniel Ohaplin, 'William Ooombs, Joseph 
Dana, J onatlutn French, Caleb Gannett, Willin,m 
Greenough, Abiel Holmes, J edicliah Morse, Eliph
alet Pearson, John Phillips and John Treadwell. 
They had" solemnly associated themselves for 
the benevolent purpose of promoting evangelical 
truth and piety; in the first place by a charit
able distribution of some of the best religious 
books and tracts among poor and pious Christin,ml, 
to whom such writings may be peculiarly grate
ful, and also among the inhabitants of new towns 
and plantations, or other places where the means of 
religious knowledge and instruction are but spar
ingly enjoyed; and in process of time, if ability , 
permit, and circumstances appear to require it, 
by supporting charity schools or pious mission
aries in the places just described, for the express 
purpose of instructing and establishing the young 
and ignorant in the truths of the Gospel, and 

• 

• 



• 

156 HIS LABOURS AS A PIULANTHROPIS1' • 

, 

in the great doctrines and duties of our holy 
religion." 

Dr. Morse WtLS ,appointed Secretary of this 
Society. His personu.l 'Record' wa,s now super
seded; and in the Society's Books he entered 
the names of donors and amounts of donations. 
He also st.ill kept up an extensive correspondence 
with charitable ihdi viduals, and with kindred 
Societies at home and abroad. He continued to 
hold the office of Secretal'Y till the period of his 
removal from Charlestown_, The letter grate
fully acknowledging his services, on the resigna
tion of his office, is dated 25 May, 1819. 

The idea out of which grew the New England, 
now the Alilerican, Tract Society, originated, at 
the weekly Monday evening meeting of the Pro
fessors of the Theological Seminary at Andover, 
in January, 1814; and the co-operation of Dr. 

, 

Morse, from his known experience in that depart-
ment of Chritltian charity, was at once solicited . 

• 

Before the close of the month he and Mr. Evarts 
were consulted in regard to the plan, and were 
appointed with Samuel Farrar, John Adams, 
Principal of the Phillips Academy, and the Rev. 
John Codman, a temporary Executive Committee, 
Dr. Morse being the Chairman. In a list of sixty 
founders by donations early in 1814, only three 
subscribed a larger amount than himself. 

It devolved partly upon him also to select 
tracts and secure funds for their publication. 
In March a Circular Letter was issued by the 
Executive Committee, soliciting aid by subscrip-
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tions and by the formation of Auxiliary Societies. 
They succeeded thus in printing editions of fifty 
tracts, making in the aggr~'gate two hundred 
and ninety-seven thousand copies. 

'When the Soeiety was organized, on the 23c1 
of May, he was chosen Vice President and Chair
IYH111 of the Executive Committee, and held both 
offices till his removal from Oharlestown, in 
1820. In the first Annual Report, May, 1816, 
he speaks of the organiz3,tion as not being a 
Charitable Society, engaging in the gratuitous 
distribution of tracts, but furnishing them in 
ample measure and On easy terms to existing 
Tract Societies, and other benevolent agencies, 
for this purpose. He states that all the pecuuin,ry 
demands against the Society have been met; and 
also that it permanent connection has been formed 
with the printerH on such terms that the tl'ftcts 

• 

will be printed to (tuy amount required. He adds: 

"This completes the system, and, in an important sense, 
makes it easy, consistent and perpetual. The Committee have, 
therefore, the satisfaction to announce that, at the close of the 
first year, a degree of perfection has been attained in the 

• 
internal state of the Society, and in the extent of its operations, 
altogether unlooked for at its origin." . 

CIRCULATION OF THE BIBLE. 

Dr. Morse's interest in Bible Societies pre
ceded by several years the formation of the first 
Bible Society in the United States. In thp. sum
mer of 1805, when he established the Panoplist, 
he inserted in the third Number a notice of 

14 



158 HIS LABOURS AS A PHILANTHROPIST. 

the then recent formation of the British and 
Fore'ign Bible Society; and, from time to time, 
in subsequent Numbers, he recorded the rapid 
growth of that noble institution in funds, and the 
extension of its influence on the Continent of 
Europe in the formation of other Bible Societies 
in Germany, France and Prussia, to furnish the 
bread of life to famishing millions. 

The idea of forming a similar Soci'ety in this 
country had been suggested as early as 1806, and 
again in 1807, but it did not take effect until 
December, 1808, when such a Society was formed 
in Philadelphia; and a few months later was 
formed the Connecticut Bible Society. 

A meeting beiilg called for the 6th of July in 
Boston to consi,der the expediency of forming a 
similar State Association for Massachusetts, he 
wrote to Robert Ralston, Treasurer, and the Rev. 
D,r. James Gray, Corresponding Secretary, of the 
Philadelphia Society, from whom he received, in 
due time, the desired information concerning the 
condition and prospects of that institution. This 
information he laid before the meeting at which 
the Massachusetts Bible Society was formed in 
Boston, on the 13th of July, 1809, William Phil
lips, Esq., being chosen President. 

On his journey to the South in 1809, he ad
dressed a letter to Mr. Ralston, suggesting the 
desirableness of a National Bible Society, and 
suggesting the outline of a plan on which he 
thought it should be formed. The answer was 
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not favourable to engaging immediately in such 
an enterprise. Mr. Ralston writes in reply: 

" Your valuable and interesting lettor has been shown to Dr. 
Green ILnu 1\11'. J aneWfLY, aud the important subject it contains 
maturely reflected upon. The result is a belief that a Gene
ml Bible Society, at the present time, will not be expedient. 
'*" oJ\' * The plan you suggest, whenever it shall be proper 
to make the attempt, is considered a very good one, that of ' 
conducting the business in a similar manner to the National 
BILnk and its branohes." 

He now applied himself the more earnestly to 
the formation of local Societies; and his efforts 
in this way were eminently succossful. Before • 
the close of his visit to the South he wrote to 
his father, "Three Bible Societies are in a fair 
way to be blished n,t Charleston, Beaufort 
and Savannah." To the formation of each of 
these he was an efficient contributor. That in 
Beaufort was formed in March before he returned 
to the N ortll. Seven hundred dollars were raised 

• 
in that small town, three hundred of which were 
appropriated to purchase Bibles in Philadelphia. 
After his return home, he had the pleasure to 
hear of the formation of the Bible Society of 
Charleston, its President being General Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney. And at a little later 
l)oriod came the gratifying intelligence that a 
similar Society was formed in Savannah, under 
the most favoura,ble auspices. Though the two 
last mentioned Societies were formed after he 
lei't the South, it is believed that both of them 
had their origin in his intense and ever active 
desire to do good. 
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At a meeting called at. Ooncord, Massachu
setts, in February, 1814, he was appointed, with 
six others, to draft'the ConBtitution of the Mid. 
cllesex (County) Dible Society, which was adopted 
the next month. Of this Society he was chosen 
one of the fi vo Vice Presidents. 

The American Dible Society was formed in 
1816. Early in that year the New York and 
New J erseyBible Societies issued their call for 
a Convention of Delegates from Bible Societies 
disposed to concur in the measure, to meet in the 
city of Now Y ork tlv~ second Wednesday of the 
ensuing May. He was present at that meeting, 
and was one of the Committee eleven, ap-
pointed to draft the Constitution the Address 
to the People. Of this meeting he gives on the 
spot the following account: 

" 10th of May. On Wednesday (the 8th) t.he Delegates and 
others, a very respectable Body, some from distant parts of the 
Union, met, and as Dr. Boudinot could not be llresent, nor 
Governor Jay, Mr. Walbce, a. respectable Episcopalian and 

• 

layman, the friend and relative of Dr. Boudinot, was !1ppointed 
to the chair, and Dr. Romeyn and Mr. (Lyl11!1u) Beecher, 
Secretaries. The discussion was animn.tecl, frank, independent 
and conciliatory; and late in the afternoon the vote to form an 
independent National Society passed unanimously. A Oom
mittee of eleven members was appointed to draft a Oonstitution 
and an Address to the People, and the meeting adjourned to 
this day, 10 O'clock, to receive the Report of the Oommittee, 
consisting of the Rev. Dr. N ott, of Schenectady, the Rev. Dr. 
Mason, of New York, (who luis prepared the Address), Samuel 
Bayard, Esq., Rev. S. Wilmer and Rev. Dr. Jones, of Now 
Jersey, Rev.L. Beecher, of Connecticut, Chn.rles Wright, 
Esq., of Long Island, Rev. John· H. Rice, of Virginia, Rev. 

, 
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Dr. MOl'se, of Massachusetts, William Jay, Esq., of West
chester County, N. Y., and Rev. Dr. Blythe, of Kentucky. 

, 

The Oommittee sat yesterday all day; and this murning they 
have unanilllously agreed on a Oonstitution and Address, which 
arc to be reported an hour hence. tVe hope these will be 
unanimously adopted. There is great interest taken in this 
matter, and lly such meu as, with the blessing of Heaven, will 
give it a strong impulse. Our hopes are high. We think 
jealousies will subside. Every thing will be done to remove 
them. " 

A few hours later, at the close of the meeting, 
he writes: 

"I have great pleasure in inforllling you that the Oonstitu
tion and Address and measures fOl' the complete org:wization 
of the S ociety, af~' a few hours of interesting discussion, were 
all uu[Lnimously, and with a marvellous' cordi(~lity, adopted by 
a very full Oonvention. A uuanimity in so mixed a Bolly of all 
denominations of Ohristians, Quakers and Roman Oatholics 
among the rest, . so unexl)ected, perfect and affectionate, had 
a sUl'prising effect on the Oonvention, and drew tears of joy 
from many eyes. It has been one of the most interesting and 
happiest meetings of the kind that I ever attended. It excites 
much interest in this city. W' e have adjourned till to-morrow 
ten o'clock. Meanwhile the thirty-six. lITanagers, [th'eady con· 
stituted, will meet [tnd a,ppoint, agreeably to the Oonstitution, 
the rest of the officers of the Society. On the Sabbath public 
notice is to be given from the pulpits to the citizens to meet on 
Monday, and enrol their Ilames as members of the Societ.y. A 
strong impulse will be given to the institution in this city. 
Every thing augurs well." , 

• 

The deep inter.est which Dr. Morse thus mani
fested in the American Bible Society, at its forma
tion, never subsequently waned; and though, 
owing to the circumstances in which he was 
placed, his active efforts in its behalf were not 
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continued, yet he never eeased to regard it with 
the warmest interest as one of the grand agen
cies employed by the American Ohurch for the 
conversion of the world. 

FOREIGN lI1ISSIONS. 

Dr. Morse, in becoming a member of the 
General Association in June 1811, became eli
gible ~o a soat in the American Board of Oom
missioners for Foreign Missions. At their first 
meeting, which occurred the previous year (1810), 
on motion of Drs. Worcester and Spring, the 
General Association had appointed four indi
viduals from Oonnecticut,· ·namely, His Excel
lency John Treadwell, Timothy Dwight, D. D., . 
General J edidiah Huntington, and the Rev. 
Oalvin Chapin; alld four from Massachusetts, . 
namely, Joseph Lyman, D. D., vYillin,lll Bl1rtlett, 
Esq., the Rev. Samuel vY Drees tel' and Deacon 
Samuel H. Walley," a Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, to devise ways l1nd means, and 
adopt measures for promoting the spread of the 
Gospel ill Heathen lands." This Committee had 
been chosen for the year only, and the subse
quent election of the Connectiout members Wl1S 
confided to the General Association of that State. 
At the meeting of 1811 Deacon V{ alley resigned 
his seat in the Board, but the other Massachu
setts members were re-elected, and Dr. Morse 
was added to their number. 

Early in the year 1812 the American Board 
sent out its first band of missionaries to India, " 
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consisting of Messrs. Adoniram Judson, Samuel 
N ott and Samuel Newell and wives, and Messrs. 
Gordon Ha'u and Luther Rice. While they were 
waiting for an opportunity to embark, the Pru
dentia'! Oommittee, Dr. Spring, Dr. Worcester 
and Mr. Bartlett, learned that a vessel, the 

• 

Harmony of Philadelphia, was about to sa,il for 
Calcutta, and would take the missionaries as 
passengers; wh~roupoll they met at Newbury
port, on the 27th of January, to take the subject 
into consideration. The result of their delibera
tions was a unanimous agreement in the opinion 
that they ought to embrace the opportunity 
which then offered for conveying their mission
aries to their allotted field. But, in order to 
accomplish their object, they found it necessary 
to mise, within a week or ten days, at least two 
thousand dollars more than they could then com
mand. The desired sum seems to have been 
obtained; for the Ordination took place on the 
5th of February. The service was performed in 
the Tn,bernacle Chureh, Salem; and the churches 
represented in the Council were Dr. Spring's, 
Dr. Morse's, and the Tabernacle. The other 
ministers invited were Dr. Griffin, Dr. Woods, 
and the Rev. Moses Stuart, the three Professors in 
the Andover Theological Seminary. Dr. Woods 
preached the Sermon, Dr. Morse offered the Con
secrating Prayer, and Dr. Spring delivered the 
Charge. 

Six days later (12 February) Dr. Morse's name, 
with Dr. 'Vorcester's, was signed to a petition 
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presented to the Massachusetts Legislftture for a 
Oharter for the Board. Owing, as he believed, 
to a prejudice which some of the membera of the 
Senate and House of Representatives had con
tracted against himself, and especially to a want 
of sympathy with the religious views maintained 
by the Boaru, the bill faned to pass ; but it WfiS 

called up by the next Legislature and became a 
law. By this Act of Incorporation the Board 
became independent: of the Genera'! Association, 
who, at their annual meeting, the same month, 
(Doctors S pring and Morse being present), " Voted 
that the measures adopted by the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis8ions, in 
procuring the Act of Incorporation for securing 
its funds, meet the entire' approbation of this 
Body." 

In consequence of the VVar existing at this 
time between Great Britain and the United 
States, the East India Oompany manife.'Jted little 
sympathy with ,the American nlissionary eliter
prise, suspecting that there was some political 
plot concealed under the guise of religion. In 
these circumstances~ Dr. Morse wrote, in behalf 
of the American Board, in Augm,t, 1814, to Mr. 
Wilberforce, ,invoking his aid al1d that of Mr . 

• 

Uhal'les Gn1nt, a member of the Oourt of Direc-
tors of the East India Company, .in removing 
these prejudices and securing to the missiomLries 
the requisite facilities for. the l)rosecution of 
their work. Mr. Wilberforce' replies early in 
October: 

-
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"Two days ago, I received your letter. ;; * * I will 
write to Mr. Grant. * '* * I greatly fear we shall fail, 
though I promise you I will use all my best endeavours, and 
I think I may venture to promise the same for my friend, Mr. 
Grant, and for several others also. But you will perhaps be 
surprised to hear that, notwithstanding all that has passed in 

, 

the House of COllllllons the present spring, the East India 
Directors refused the very first application which was made 
under the new charber for leave for a missionary to go out. 
And, by the way, I might tell you that one of the arguments 
urged agn,inst it was the misconduct of some of your country's 
missionaries, who had gone without leave, and it was alleged 
contrary to their own enga.gement, to Bombay frolll Calcutta, 
and had shown some letters which :1\1:1'. Thompson, your coun
try's Chaplain, had written to them, thereby, by thc way, I 
heard, exciting so much anger against him, that there was once 
an idea of removing or punishing him for this mis()onducL It 
is to be regretted also that some of your missionaries should 

, 

become Baptists, almost immediately after their arrival in 
India. It is an indication, the ill-disposed will say, of an un
settled mind, and suggests the suspicion that the Society which 
selected them was Illtsty or misjudging. I write to you with 
the freedom of a friend, and trusting that you will not suppose 
I keep behind morc than I express. N either need I, I am 
persuaded, enforce on you the practical inference fairly to blil 
drawn from these va~ions incidents. 

• 

"12 October. I have received from my dear friend, Mr. 
Oharles Grant, a letter confirming but too fully all my gloomy 
anticipations. Indeed he suggests, and I quite concur with 
him in the opinion, that it would be more prudent not to pre
sent to the Court of Directors the petition (of the Board), on 
the ground of its probably increasing the obstacles another 
time, without doing any goocl now. I trnst, after what I have 
llublishctl to the world as my sentiments, I need not assure you 

• 

that you ca.nnot condemn or regret this concluct of the Court 
of Directors more strongly than I do." 

But, notwithstanding all these discouragements, 
Mr. Grant finally prevailed, and through his in~ 
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fluence mainly that Body" avowed their belief 
that the object of the American Missionaries was 
simply the promotion of religion, and authorized 
the Governor of Bombay, Sir Evan Nepean, to 
allow them to remain." 

Dr. Morse's interest in the American Board 
continued undiminished till the close of life. 
He was elected a member of the Prudential 
Committee in 1815, and cont.inued in this re
sponsible position until his final removal from 
Charlestown. The Reports of the Board in 

. successive years show that he was most punctual 
in his attendance on its annual meetings, and 
al ways ready to perform any service that might 
be allotted to him. In 1821, when the Boa,rd 
met at Springfield, Mass., he preached the Anni
versary Sermon; and though the sermon was 
prepared on short notice, as he was called un
expectedly to take the place of the Rev. Dr. 
Proudfit, who was prevented by ill health from 
fulfilling the appointment, yet ~t was eminently 
appropriate and was written with marked ability. 
As his infl.uencehad much to do in moulding 
the character of the institution in its incipient 
stages, so he evidently bore it upon his heart to 
the last; and it is safe to say that to scarcely 
any other individual was it more indebted than 
to him for the elements of its remarkable and 
enduring success. 

• 
• 
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• 
CHARLESTOWN ASSOCIATION FOR THE REFORMATION OF 

1v.ro RAT,S. 

Eftrly in 1813 Dr. Morse engaged in the forma
t.ion of the " Oharlestown Association for the 
Reformfttion of Morals." He drafted the Oon
stitution of the Society, and was chosen itB 
President. The object of the Society was to dis
countenance and ,suppress, especially among the 
youth, the prevailing vices of idleness, falsehood, 
disobedience to parents, gambling of every sort, 
intemperance, profaneness, dishonesty, and S[I,b
bath-bl'eaking:, with their kindred vices . 

• 

In November the Standing Oommittee of this 
• 

Society issued a printed Oircular Letter, calling 
the public attention to the alarming increase 
of the business of distilling and vending ardent 
spirits. 

Dr. Porter, of the Andover Theological Semi
nary, writes him, Februn.ry 13, 1814: 

"I congratulate you on the auspicious progress of your 
measures of Reform. While the State Society drags its slow 
length along, your Charlestown Circular is proclncing effect 
extensively." A letter to him frolll a clergyman in Verlllout 

. states that in the town where he resided a similar Society had 
been formed, aud adds: "Moral Societies are forming generally, 
I believe, through this State." 

IN BEHALF OF THE INDIANS. 
• 

Dr. Morse's interest in behalf of the Indians 
began to discover itself as early as 1796, when, 
as already related, as a member of the Society in 
Boston for Propagating the Gospel among the 

• 

• 
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Indians, and others in North America, he made 
a visit, in company with Dr. Belknap, to the 
Stockbridge tribe in Oneida Oounty, N. Y. In 
1810, when he was obEged, on account of feeble 
health, to resign his Secretaryship, he still re
mained in official connection with this Society, 
and was always ready to promote its interests by 
any means in his power. In December, 1817, he 

• 

acted with Dr. Holmes, as the Society's Oom~ 
mittee, to confer with De Witt Clinton, Governor 

• 
of New York, jn relation to the tn.killg of some 
more active measures by that State for improv
ing the condition of the Indians within its 
borders. At this time there was a desire exten
sively manifested by these Indians to remove to 
the vVest. 

To the Stockbridge, Delaware and some other 
tribes of Indians, a large tract of land on ,V-hite 
River, a branch of the Wabash in Indiana, had 
bee.n given more than a century before., by the 
Miamis; and more than eight hundred of the 
Delaware tribe· had actually removed thither. 
In the spring of 1817 it was stated, in 011e of the 
Boston newspapers, that the Delawares had sold 
out the rights of the Stockbridge tribe to white 

--
men. Alarmed by this report, the Stockbridge 
Indians wrote to the Delawares, who promptly 
denied the charge, and said they were waiting to 
see their brothers: "When we rise in t.he morn-

• 

ing, we have our eyes fixed towards the way you 
are coming, hoping you will sit down by us as a 
nation." This statement was confirmed by a 
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letter, written about the same time, by Mr. John
son, the Indian Agent. 

While he was thus encouraged in regard to the 
success of this project of emigration, he addressed 

, 

a letter to the Rev. Dr. Campbell, Secretary of 
the Society in Scotland, (February, 1818,) from 
which the following is an extract: 

"Other ways of spending this money (the money appropriated 
to the support of Moor's Indian School) and also the income 
of other fund~ in your treasury, destined to the benefit of the 
Indians in this country, have lately been opened in Providence 
in a wonderful manner. The subj ect, as it h1tS presented itself 
to my view, is too copious for a letter. I refer you and your 
Board to the accompa,nying printed anc1 manuscript c10cuments 
for some important details. Summarily I would say, the 
American Board of OOlluuissioners for Foreign nIissiollS (who~e 
last Reports I send you) have established a mission and schools 
among the Oherokee Indians with hopeful prospects; and are 
preparing to make like establishments among the Ohoctaws 
Ohickasaws anc1 Oreeks. The Unitecl States Govel:nment 
favours the object and lends its aid. 

" There is a remarkable desire among the Indians extensively 
to receive the offered blessings. The Stockbridge, Oneida, 
Seneca and other tribes, having become reduced' in numbers, 
are ,disposed to sell their rich lands, and to remove to thc tract 
of lJountry reserved for the Delawares' on White RiYer in Imli. 
ana!' He then suggests that the Society in Scotland appoint 
an Agent to visit the Government of New York, and mature 
the business which hac1 been put in a favourable train by his 
former communications with Governor Clinton;. to visit the 
several Indian tribes in that State, ascertain their views, plAn 
for them, aid them in the c1isposal of their lttnc1s anc1 in their 
removal. He concludes thus: "Any, membor of our Board, 
whom you woulc1 appoint, (should you think propllr to appaillb 
one), woulc1 not decline a service of so great im.pOl:tance" as I 
conceive this to be." ' 

15 
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In June following, Mr. Sergen,nt, the Mission
ary to the Stockbridge Indians in Oneida County, 
writes to him thus: 

" Five families of my people will set off in about three weeks 
for White River." "But," he adds, "they are still troubled by 
reports that the State Government of Indiana intolld to pur
chase the Indian lands, which, if they should do so by a stretch 
of power, for the'United States Government has this exclusive 
right,. ,there will be an end to the proposell plan. " 

In December Mr. Sergeant writes n,gain: , 

"The families left in August, consisting of a third part of 
my church-members, and a quarter part of the tribes in all 
from sixty to seventy souls from Oneida. They did not set out 
on their journey so soon by a month as they intended; and 
when they arrived, the lands had all been sold. The poor 
Delawares had been forced to sell their lands. When remon-

o 

strated with by the Stockbridge Indians, they were much af-
fected, anc1 said they would write to the President of the 
United States, and tell him how greatly they had been de
ceived by their pretended white friends in Ohio and Indiana.' 

But their lands were sold, and the Deln,wn,res 
'had no longer any territory east of the Missis
sippi. All this seemed indeed disheartening, n,nd 
yet Dl'. Morse's ever hop~ful spirIt could see 
light in the distance. ' 

The next summer (1819) he received, in reply 
.to his letter .to Dr. Campbell, a Oommission from 
the Society in .Scotland, dated 1 April, 1819, as 
their Agent, the sum of fifty pounds being voted 
to defray his expenses. In his, acceptance of 
this Oommission, originated his Indian Agency; 
.and he would have engaged in it during that 

• 
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summer, but for the parish troubles which de~ 
hined him in Charlestown. Being now wholly 
released from these troubles, his Indian Agency 
became with him the all-engrossing object. 

It was an eminently favoura,blo time for the 
prosecution of such an enterprise. To aid the 
Government to apply judiciously the annual ap
propriation of ten thousand dollars, which Con
gress had made for civilizing the Indians, Mr. 
Calhoun, the Secretary of ,V" aI', had just then 
(3 September, 1819) issued a Circular, by order 
of Mr. Monroe, to disclose the views of the Presi
dent, and to obtain information from various 
individuals and Societies, whose attention was 
directed to this benevolent object. 

Among those to whom the Circular was sent 
was the American Board of Commissioners for 

• 

Foreign Missions. To this Circular the Pru-
dential Committee of that Board, of which Dr. 
Morse was a member, had replied; and, under the 
impression made by this Circular and the answer 
to it, he wrote thus to Dr Campbell, on the 14th 
of September, 1819: 

• 
"I expect in about a month to commence my tour of sur-

vey of the Indian Tribes of our country, with a view to find a 
suitable place for establishing a mission among them. Circum
stltnCes have prevented my going earlicr; and indeed this is the 
best season of the year for the pnrpose. Events of recent 
occurrence favour our project, and encourage the hope of ulti
mate success. There are many remains of Indian tribes 
scattered over the thickly settled parts of our country, Gn 

• 

valuable reservations of lands, who are in a degraded condition, 
a prey to the vices and frauds of their white neighbours and 

• 

• 
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diminishing in numbers. Thfly amount now probably to fifteen 
or twenty thousaud. I have conceived a plan for the rescue 
of these outcasts f1;om civilized society, dwelling yet in thc midst 
of a Christian people. I propose, clothed with the authority 
I possess from your honourablc and highly rcspcctcd Board, and 
probably with ·that of some other respectable Societies in this 
country, to apply in 1)e1'80n to the Government of the United 
States, ·who are known to favour such plans, to give or sell, 
in some suitable part of our territory, a tract of country suffi
ciently large to accommoclflte these sCflttered find parted tribes, 
and then u~e my encleavoUl's personally with them, severally, 
to sell their lands and remove to this new residence. Their 
lands are valuable, and will sell for such sums as, when invested 
in our public funds and secured to their 'benefit, will be ample 
for the supply of all their wants. The est[tblishment should 
consist of a sufficient number of missionaries, school-m[tsters, 
mel'ch[tnts aJlu farmers; the Indians to hold their lanu:; hy the 
same tenure as their white neighbours, become freemen and 
citizens, and ultimately be represented in the Government. 
This will be, ~" believe, the first attempt of the kind all so l[t1'ge 
a sc[tle to elevate this unhappy race; and sllOuld it succeed, 
your B<!al'd will have the satisfaction of having made it." 

, With this plan in view, he left home on the-
20th of October, 1819, and went first to New 
York, where he conferred with the Mrmagers of 
the United Foreign Mission Society, who en
couraged the enterprise. Thence he proceeded 
to Albany, and Westward to Oneida County; and 
at the latter place had a,n interview with the 
Chiefs of the Stockbridge Indians, and their mis
sionary, Mr. Sergeant, and was requested by them 
to make known to the United States Govern-. , 

ment, when he should be in Washington, their 
concurrence in his views. 

The Northern Missionary Society, in the North-



• 

, 

HIS LABOURS AS A PHILANTHROPIST. 173 
• 

ern part of the State of N ew York, also commis· 
sioned him as their agent. The Rey. Dr. Chest.er, 
of Albany, thus notified him of his appointment: 

"Albany, 23 November, 1819. I have much pleasure in 
• 

informing you that our wish<ii> are fully accomplished. Our 
meeting yesterun,y was respectable and perfectly unanimous. 
The Society has taken up the object with great zeal; and I 
feel confident that, though no other Society should come for
ward to your aid, ours will give you all the nid in its power. 
The Society 'agreed to employ you for three months. And you 
are to prosecute your inquiries in your own way. They voted 
thnt they had so much confidence in your ability, zeal and dis
{Jretion, that they would prescribe no duties, but lenve the whole 
to yourself. You would hnve been gratified with the cordinl 
expressions of regard for your cl1nraeter. . . . As soon ns I 
get your, commission from the Secretnry, I will fOl'wnrd it to 
you at Charlestown." 

. He returned to his fnmily in Oharlestown early 
in December, but left home again the first week 
in the new year, and, after visiting Albnny and 

, ' 

New.YOl~k, proceedecl,to \Vt1.shington, where he 
arrived on the 20th of J annary, to lay his plan 
before the National Governrnent. His arrival 
was very opportune; for the Secretary of Wn,r 

hnd just then (15 January, 1820) communicated 
to the House of Representatives his Report on 
t.he subject of civilizing the Indians, in which 
he says: 

" No part of the appropriation of ten thousand dollars annu
ally, made at the last session, for the civilization of the Indians, 
hns yet been applied. The President was of the opinion tha,t the 
object of the Act would be more certainly effected by applying 
the sum appropl'inted, in aid of the offorts of Societies or indi
viduals, who might feel disposeu to bestow their time and 

\ 

, 

, 
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resources to effect the object contemplated by it; and a Circu
lar was addressed to those individuals and Societies who have 

o 

directed their attention to the civilization of the Indians," 

Shortly after his arrival in Washington, he 
had a very 'gratifying int,erview of several hours 
with President Monroe, in which he communi
cated freely his views in respect to the object of 
his mission, and had the pleasure to hear tlie 
President express, his hearty concurrence with 
them. The same day (.January 26) he writes: 

o " I have just returned from visiting the Secretaries, Mr. 
Calhoun particularly, with whom my business chiefiy lies. It 
is agreed by the President and the Secretary of War that I 
shall be appointed the Agent of the United States Government, 
to make next summer and winter the tours I l)l·oposed. My 
commission and instructions are to be made out immelliately. 
All my hopes and desires are accomplished. Thanks to God 
for his goodness." 

His Commission, which was delivered to him 
by the Secretary, on the 7th of February, is as 
follows: 

"DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 7th February, 1820. 
"Sir: I have laid beforethe President your proposition to 

make a visit of observation and inspection to the various 
Indian tribes in our immediate neighbourhood, in order to ac-

o quire a more accurate knowledge of their actual condition, and 
to devise the most suitable plan to advance their civilization 
and 0 happiness. The President 0 approves of the proposed 
arrangements, aud has directed me to allow you the sum of . 
five hundrcd dollars towards the expense of' your contemplated 
joul'l1ey; and he further authorizes me to state to you that, 
should your actual expense exceed that sum, the excess will be 
allowed you, provided the state of' the appropriation for the , 

, 

o 
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Indian Department will, at the end of the year, justify the 
allowance. 

"It is desirable that you should make your visit to the 
Northern tribes next spring and summer, and to the Southern 
the next autumn and winter, as it is the wish of the Depart
ment to have your Report as early as practicable, in order to 
avail itself of it in the future application of the fund for tho 
civilization of the Indians. 

" I enclose a general letter of introduction to the Superin
tendents and Agents for Indian Affairs, with a list of their 
names and residences, who will afford you all the infornmtion 
and facilities in their power. 

" Your attention will be directed to ascertain the actual COll_ 

dition of the various tribes which you may visit, in a religious, 
moral :Lnd political point of view, and your Report to the 
Delfartment, which you will' make at such times as will be eon
venient, will comprehend all such fltcts, with your reflections on 
them,as will go to illustrate this interesting subject. You 
willl)articularly ascertain, as far as practicable, the number of 
the various tribes which you may visit, and those adjacent, the 

• 

extent of territory, with the nature of the soil and climate 
• 

6f the country occupied by them; their mode of life, cus 
toms, laws and political institutions; and the character and 
disposition of their most influential men. You will also report 
your opinion :LS to the iml)rOVements that may be made, and 
the new establishments, to promote the objects of the Govern
ment, in civilizing the Indians, which can be advantageously 
formed. 

"The moral condition of the Indians will necessarily be 
very dependcnt on the character of the trade with them, and 
a subject so important will of course claim your attention. 
You will report such facts as may come within yOUl' knowledge, 
as will go to show the state of the trade with them, and the 
character of the traders, and will suggest such improvemcnts in 
the pre8enl; system of Indian trade as, in your opinion, will 
render it better calculated to secure peace betwecn them and 
us, and will contribute more efficiently to advance their moral 
condit~on. 

• 

• 
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" You are so fully apprised of the views of the President in 
your intended visit to the Indian tribes, that a further enUlllera
tion' of the objects ·whieh are thought interesting, is deemed 
unnecessary; satisfied as I am that your zeal and intelligence 
will permit nothing to escape your observation, which may be 
useful to be known to the Governinent. 

"After you have collected your materials, you will, digest 
the whole into one body, and present it in such form, and 
accompany it with such rcflections and suggestions as you may 
deem necessary to accomplish the interesting objects which it 
is intended to promote by your tour. . 

" I have the honour to be 
• 

"Your obedient Servant, 
"J. O. OALHOUN." 

Dr. Morse was now greatly encouraged in bis 
enterprise by letters which he received from 
several of his brethren in the ministry, particu
larly Dr. Green and Dr. Lyman, whose views of 
the genera'! subje ct exactly corresponded with 
his own. lIe had the p1easure also to know that 
the SElcretary of War was fully in sympathy' 
with all his proposed movements. 

In fu1filment of his Oommission from the 
United States Government, Dr. Morse set out 
from New Ihven on the 10th of May, 1820, with 
his youngest son, Mr. Richard O. Morse, who, at 
my request, furnishes the following account of 
their long tour: 

"There was much in the incidentR of the 
journey, adapted to recruit my father's health 
and spirits. We were so fortunate as to be 011 . 

our way when the Middle section of the Erie 
Oanal, reaching from Utica to Montezuma, ' 
ninety-six miles, was just opened for naviga-
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tion, .. the first completed portion of that great 
work. We left Utica on a fine morning, 22d 
of May, 1820, as passengers in the Oanal.boat 
'Montezuma,' which was gaily dressed with flags) 
and provided with a band of music, and chartered 
to convey the Oanal Commissioners, DeWitt Clin
ton, Stephen Van Rensse1aer and Myron Holley, 
to examine the works for the first time along the 
whole line. Mr. Clinton had just beon chosen 
Governor of the State, after a sharp politic~l 

, . , 
contest, and his voyage was a triumphal rnilich; 
at every landing he was received by his con
stituents with salvos of artillery and Congratu
latory Addresses. The rumOUl', too, of the 
American Geographer's coming had flown before 
him, and at more than one stopping place) the 

" " . 
Governor was" content to divide with him the 
curiosity of the by-standel'S . 

• 

. "Of the Canal he says in his J oUl'l1al : 
• 

• 

"This noblest of all the internal improvcments in our 
favoured country was begun 4 July, 1817, about two miles 

• 

West of Rome. J uelgc Jonas Platt has the honour of striking 
the flrst stroke in opening this canal. Among the projectors, 
or more correctly the suggestel's, of it, probably, the first was 
Elkanah 'Watson Esq., who, in this and various other projects 
and enterprises for puolic improvements, has been a benefactor 
to his country. Its prominent aud efficient patron is His 
Excellency Dewitt Clinton, to whose wisdom, energy, perse
verance and commanding influence this country 'will, to the 
latest postcrity, be indebted for the accomplishment of this 
splendid and immeasurably useful work." 

"The letterofil1troduction whieh he bore from 
the Secretary of War to the Superintendents and 
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Agents for Indian Affairs, and his own widely 
known and venerable character, procured for him 
every attention from the intelligent gentlemen 
whom we met with on our way, and at the mili
tary posts where we stopped. 

"From Oanandaigua to Mackinaw, and during 
our stay of a fortnight at the latter place, we had 
the company of Dr. William Beaumont, of Platts
burg, Post Surgeon of the Third Regiment of the 
United States Army, a gentleman of much skill 
in his profession, and of most amiable and kind 
dispositions. 'To his medical care,' my father 
says, 'I feel indebted, under Providence, for the 
degree of health which enabled me to perform 
my duty,to the Government, probably even for 
my life.' 

• 

" Among the passengers who crossed Lake Erie 
with us was Oharles Stuart Esq., of Oanada, who 
took a deep interest in the object of the mission, 
and expressed the hope tho,t the British Govern
ment would co-operate with our own in some com
mon plan for the benefit of the Indians. Other 
intelligent gentlemen, British subjects, whom we 
met at Detroit, expressed similar. views; and 
these conversations suggested to him the idea of 
the visit to Oanada, which he made in the follow
ing summer, (1821). 

"Twelve days were spent in Detroit, where 
lUuch valuable information was gathered on the 
topics suggested in his Oommission, and we waited 
for the return of the SteamboatWalk-in-the-W a,ter 
from Buffalo to take us farther up the great Lakes. 

, 

• 
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The boat brought Oolonel (now General) Wool on 
his way, as Inspector General, to visit the North
ern Military Posts. His route was identical with 
the one prescribed for us, comprising Mackinaw, 
Green Bay, Ohicago, Prairie du Chien, St Peters 
on the Mississippi, Fort Armstrong and St Louis. 
~iVith the pleasing prospect of being, during all 
this long journey, under his powerful escort, and 
fa.voured with his company, we left Detroit with 
him, and also with General Macomb a,nd Mr. 
Stuart, members of the American 'Fur Oompany, 
and other intelligent fellow passengers, and went 
to Mackinaw. But here an important change 
was ma.ue in his plan, and the idea of going' 
through the wilderness to the Mississippi River, 

• 

was abandoned. The reason for this step he thus 
gives. to Mr. Calhoun in a. letter: 

'Mackinaw, 22 June, ,1820. The dlty after my arrival here, 
I was taken quite ill and kept my bed a great part of the day. 
Genentl :Macomb, Col. 'W' 001, and Captain Piercc, and the 
Physician of the Post, held an informal consultation on my case 
without my knowledge, and 001. Wool was deputed to inform 
me that it WltS their unanimous opinion that I must not think 
of going fluthcr; that the remaining part of our journ 3Y, by far 
the most difficult to perform, should I attempt it, would immi· 
nently hazard n:iy life; that I could not endure the exposures 
and fatigues inseparable from the wiluerness, in which I must 
travel nearly three thousand miles before reaching again the 

• 

settled parts of our country. When Col. Wool first mentioned 
these things and the unanimity of opinion expressed by the 
gentlemen, my mind reluetated at the thought of relinquishiug 
so large a part of my route. But the reasons afterwards 
stated by them and my own reflections, and the view of my fields 
of labour, which opened here and at Green Bay and other 
places to the South, have satisfied me that, aside from my fee-
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ble health, which of itself would have been sufficient, other 
Iveighty considerations make it my duty to yield to their deci. 
sion as wise.' 

"So only the hardy soldier could pcnetrate . 
the lvilderness the' puny citizen must be con
tent to pt~ep into its borders. 

, But he found enough to do. For Mackinaw was the resort 
in the summer season of Indian traders throughout the whole 
Northwestern section of our country, North of latitude 40°, 
quite to the Pacific Ocean. Here also five or six thousand 
Indians assembled every year, some of them living five hunched 
miles IV estward, with whom he could communicate through the 
Government's Interpreters. Thus the Indians were hrought 
to Mm, and he could confer with them better even than ill their 
homes.' 

"We had arrived in the harbour of Mackinaw 
in the evening of the 16th of June, and the next 
morning, from the deck of the steamboat we 
looked upon the town, the forts towering at a 
giddy height above it, a swarm of Indian canoes 
drawn up on the beach, along which were pitched 
:fifty or a hundred lodges,· cone-shaped bark 
tents, filled with three or four hundred Indians, 
men, women and children, come to receive their 

" 

annuities from the United States Government, 
and to trade. The Right of these degraded be
ings moved his heart; and so did tho condition 
of the white popUlation destitute of religions 
instruction. There had not been, he writes in 
his journal, a Protestant sermon preached in the 
place for ten years or more. During our fort
night's stay, the Gospel was preached by us in 
the Court House to full and attentive audiences. 

, 

, 
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At his suggestion and by his personal aid, a Sab-
• 

bath School and a day School were formed for 
the children; a Bible Society, auxiliary to the 
American Society, and a Tract Society, auxili
ary to the New England (now American) Tract 

• 

Society. . 
"We left Mackinaw the 3d of July, to attend 

by appointment a Council of the Ottawa Indians 
held at their lodges, thirty-six miles from Macki
naw on the Northwest point of the Michigan 
Peninsula. To this spot we were conveyed in 
two canoes, each paddled by eight Indians. On 
this occasion an incident occurred which illus
trates the sagacity of the Indians in penetrating 
the artifices of those with whom they deal. Col. 
Boyd, the United States Agent at Mackinaw, had 
accomp::mied us for the purpose of purchasing of 
these Indians the Martin Islands, ·two small 
islands lying four miles East of Mackinaw, desira
ble for the use of the Government, abounding 
with gypsum, and also being well-wooded and 
possessing a good soil. ' These Islands,' said he 

, to the Indians, 'are already virtually sold by 
you. I have named the price, your Chiefs have 
assented to it, the money is ready to be paid, 
and now I bring the Treaty drawn up for us 
mutually to sign, that so the United States may 
own the Islands in fee.' Thinking they might 
scruple to part with them, he added, 'Under
stand, it is not for the soil nor for the timber 
that your Father buys the land, but for the 

. gypsum which he will give to his red children 
16 

\ 



182 HIS LAnOUHS AS A PHILAXTHTIOPIST. 

to enrich their grounds.' He had overshot his 
mark. The Indians retired as usual for cODFiulta
tiol1, and returned with this answer, that' since 
their Father did not want the soil nor the tim
ber, they would keep these and· mn,lce him wel
come to the gypsum.' The Agent had now to 
change his tactics, and witness the chuckling of 
the Indians among themselves, as slowly, and 
with affected reluctance, .one by one, they put 
down. their names to the treaty, enjoying all the 
while his embarraSHment at their detection of 

• 

his pet-ty manootlvl'e. 
"Here we embarked on the Revenue Cutter Dal

laR, Capt. KaIJP, designated to convey us to Green 
Bay, where we arrived the Dth of Jnly and 
remftined a fortnight in the hospitahle fa.mily 
of the Cumma.nder of . the Military Post, Col. 
J. Smith.' My father found a most eligible 
place for the esktblishment of a Mission Family, 
and wrote, accOl'c1ingly, to the Secretary of '~T aI', 
urging the co-operation of the· United States 
Government in aid of the object, and promising 
to propose to the Northern Missionary Society 
of New York to occupy the field. Accordingly, 
on his way home, in A.ugust, he met the Direct
ors of this Society in A.lbany, and the result of 
his application was communicated to him by the 
Rev. Dr. Chester, ill a letter, as follows: 

• 

, 7 September. By order of the Northern Missionary Socioty 
as well as from the dictates of my own feelings, I inform yor 
that, after a most animated discussion, it was un anim 0 usb 
resolved, in full meeting, to commeneethe establishment of 

• 

• 

, 
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Mission Family at Mackinaw and Green Bay 'immediately. 
The Board passed a high eompliment on yourself. I will for
ward you the Report as soon as it is out of the press.' 

" We found the Menominees of Green Bay 
• 

distressed by all attempt of wicked speculators 
to defraud them of vn,luable lands. The Indian 
Agent, acting p~ofesseclly in behalf of the United 
States Government, had drawn up a Treaty, con
veying away a Tract of their land, on both sides 
of Fox River, extending from the mouth of that 
stream upwards, and comprising forty miles 
square, for an al1nuityof eight hundred dollars! 
The real Chiefs, having the blood of former Chiefs 
running in their veins. were opposed to the 
sale, and refused to meet in Council at the 
Agent's request, who thereupon assumed in his 
own name to create other Chiefs, and forwarded 
the Treaty, signed by them, to Washington. 
One of the signers of the spurious Treaty had 
been killed in the quarrel between the contend
ing parties. My father, on learning these fa.cts 
on the spot, wrote to the Secretary of War: 

• 

'14th July. I have seen a eopy of Col. Boyer'S Treaty, 
by which the United States obtain a very valuable tract of 
laud on Fox River. I wish the President and Senate to be 
in possession of all the information necessary to enable them to 
act wisely in the case. -]3efore the Treaty is submitted to the 
Senate, I shall probably be in Washington, and will clefer till 
then what I have to eommunicate on the subject.' 

" The mischief of this wicked Treaty began at 
once to appear. For we had hardly left that 
region on our return home when we learned that 
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a delegation of the Stockbridge Indians, corisist
ing of the Rev. Eleazar Williams and others, 
furnished with letters from the United States 
Government, were on their way to Green Bay to 
purchase lands of the Menominees, but, meeting 
friends who told them what had taken place, 
they gave up their purpose of" emigrating and 
went back to their homes. The sequel will show , 

that his intervention was not too late. Rev. 
Mr. Sergeant wrote to him on the-22d of October: 

'The l\fenominees told the Delegates that there was no 
difficulty in the way of their settlement aUlong them but this 
hateful Treaty; for they would much rather their kimlred 
should occupy their lands than the w~ites.! He aclc1s: 'If, 
Sir, through your influence with the President and the Senate, 
this treaty should be set aside, and the lands retained by the 
rightful ewners, you will do more to establish the honour and 
respectability of the Government, and the cause of civilization 
and religion, "than, ten missionaries could do iu a life-time.' 

, 
• 

"The Stockhridge Indians addressed a letter to 
the President, dated 6th of November, express-

• • 

ing their disappointment and asking redress. 
Their request did not pass unheeded. My father 
wrote to Dr. Chester, of Albany, from Washing
ton, on the 15th of December, " I have happily 
succeeded with the President and the Secretary of 
,lV al' ill preventing the ratification of Col. Boyer's 
Treaty. The Government, from what I stated 
to them, were satisfied that it was an iniquitous 
transaction.' 
. "Mr. Calhoun replied to the Stockbridge 
Indians as follows: 

• 
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. 'DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 14 Al)l'il, ] 821. 
, Brothers: Your eom111unic:1tion of the 6th of November 

l:1st was duly received. I regret extremely th:1t you h:1ve 
returned without accomplishing the object of your visit to the 
Michigan Territory. The Tre:1ty which h:1S been the 'c:1use of 
your disappointment W:1S m:1de by the U. S. Agent at Green 
B:1Y without proper authority, and it affords me s:1tisfaction to 
inform you tlutt the President, after delaying to submit it to 
the Senate for the purpose of obtaining :111 the inform:1tion con
cerning it, finally concluded, under :111 the circu111st:111CCS, to 
withhold it altogether. The Treaty, therefore, was not ratified, 
and the tel'l'itory ceded by it is consequently in the same 
Rituation :18 previously. I am pleased to find that it is your 
intention ~o visit the country this summer with the same views, 
in which I hope you will be entirely successful.' 

"Thus, by my ·father'A representations, the 
• 

Indian Agent was defeated in his attempt to 
cheat the ,Menominees; though eventually the 
United States Government purchased the lands, 
and the Indians were removed beyond the 
Mississippi." 

The Southern tour, which it was proposed in 
his Oommission that Dr. Morse should take dur·· 
ing the fnJI and winter,was given up, because 
the Missionaries of the American Board among 
the Oherokees and Ohoctaws could furnish the 
U ni ted States Government with all necessl1ry 
information. He now occupied himself at home 
and at Washington with gathering further ma· 
terials, for which the War Department furnished 
him with every facility, and compiling his 

. Report. On the 14th of February, 1821, he sent 
to Mr. Oalhoun the first part of this important 
document, including the Table of the Indians of 

• 

• 
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the United States; names of Tribes, number 
of souls, and place of residence of each tribe. " 

Not only was it too late to present it to Con~ 
gress, but the President and Secretary of War 
were so burdened with pressing engagements 
that they found it impossible to read it before 
the close of the session. After they had read it, 
the manuscript was returned to him, agreeably 
to his request, by Mr. Calhoun, accompanied by 
a communication of which the following is an 
extract: 

"War Department, 2d of April, 1821. The President has 
perused with care the l)ortions of your Report, contained in 
your two last favours, and I have directions, in returning them 
to you, to express his wish that you should draw U1) your Report 
on all points as full as you may judge advisable, and accol'lling 
to your views of the policy which ought to be adopted in our 
relations with the Indians. Much of the value of the Report 
will depend on its presenting the enti7'e and illdividual views 
of one who has reflected so much on the subject of which it 
treats, and. has taken so much pains to be correctly informed. 
. . . The proper course at present would seem to be to ob
tain all the light which may be practicable in relation to the 
Indians, and the existing intercourse with them; to digest the 
whole with care, ancl be preparcd to present to Congress a well 
digested body of facts, and a system which would be "fully sus
taiued by such facts. It was with a view to this in part that 
you were originally employed by the President, and he doubts. 
not that the fruits of your research and representations will 
constitute, materially a correct decision." 

Agreeably to a purpose which he had formed 
while on his journey to the West, the precedin~ 
year, he visited Canada in· the summer of 1821, 
and spent several weeks in the prosecution oj 

" 
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what had now become his favourite obJect. This 
visit resulted in his acquiring much valuable in
formation concerning the Indians of that country, 
and enlisting the sympathy and promise of co
operation of the officers of the Government and 
other influential men of the Province in efforts 
to promote their welfare. 

About the close of the year he visited Wash
ington again, and remained there during the 
winter to finish his Report. In due time he de
livered it to the President, who sent it, on the 

, 

27th of January, with a Message, to the House of 
Representatives. Here it remained with the 
Committee on Indian Affairs till the close of the 
Session, the 4th of March, when it wa,s given 
back to its author, by his request, and the next 

. summer was published by him, in New Haven, 
at his own expense. 

Among the commendatory notices which it 
reeeived from various qua,rters was an article in 
the North American Review, from which the 
following is an extract: 

" We. have read this volume with great interest, which is 
perhaps the highest compliment in our power to pay to a closely 
printed book of five hundred pages." 

Among others to whom a copy of the Report 
was sent was the eminent Prussian, 'William Von 

• 

Humboldt, from whom the following compli-
mentary n,otice was received, communicated to 
the author by the late J olm Pickering, LL. D. :. 



• 
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. .. " SALElIf, 13 June, 1823. 
" I have just receivecl a letter from William Von Humboldt, 

acknowledging the receipt of a copy of your Hopol't on Indian 
Affairs, from which I have the pleasure to send you the follow
ing extract, translated from the original: 

, Tho work of Dr. Morse has interesteLl me greatly. I first 
read it through from one end to the other, and now continually 
refer to it from time to time. It does not, as you rom ark, con
tain many data in respect to the languages of the Indians. 
But in an indirect way I have found it extremely interesting, 
in a double point of view, and indoed essential in tho studies to 
which I have devoted myself. On the one hand it gives valua
ble details respecting the numbers, names and streugth of the 
various tribes throughout a great part of North America, and 
designates with much greater accuracy and authcllticity the 
different districts they occupy than is to be found in any other 
work. And, on the other hand, only in .this book can foreigners 
find exact and just notions of the relations existing between the 
Indians and the United States Government, of the degree of 
civilization to which the former .have arrived, allLl that which 
yonI' Government, alike wise and humane, wishes them to at-

• 

tain to . 
"The geographical details arc absolutely incliRpcnsrtblo, if 

one wishes to form a clear idea of the distribution of the Llif
ferent idioms over such a vast territory; and it would be impos
sible to note the emigrations, affinities and ramifications of 
these different tribes, without this essentirtl aiLl. 

"As to their moral and intellectual state, it is very curious to 
distinguish what these savages owe (if we may so speak) to 
nature, and which consequently they possessed, perhaps too in 
a superior degree, b13fore they knew the Europeans, fr0111 what 

. they have since acquired. I have been surprised to flee by 
their speeches, their rel)lies, and their slight sketches of poetry, 
with what talents nrtture has endowed them. It woulLl be in
teresting for Mr. Morse to communicate some of thmw speeches 

• 
(which he gives us) in the o1"iginallallguage. Some originals 
already arc preserved in other works, but it would be very 
useful to add to the number. 
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"I beg you, Sir, to thank lVIr. Morse warmly for the plea
sure he has arrorded me by the preoent of his work; and to 
request him urgently also, in my name, to publish soon the 
materials which he says he possesses, respecting the idioms of 
those Indian nations, which were the subjects of his inquiries." 

• 

With the pUblicn,tion of his Report the labours 
of his Indian Agency terminated. That Agency 
hn,d kept him constantly occupied for three years. 
Yet the pecunin,ry n,pproprin,tions to the object 
by the United States Gover.nment, and the two 
Societies under whose auspices he had 8ngn,ged 
in the work, were so scanty that they did not 
cover his travelling expenses, n,nd his whole time 
and services were given gratuitously. He, how
ever, found un ample recompense in the belief 
thn,t, sooner or later, his mission would prove 
fruitful in blessing." to the poor Indin,lls. 

In his Report ho hn,d suggested the idea of 
• 

forming n, Society for the benefit of the Indian 
Tribes within the United States; and chiefly 
through his in1:ltrumentality, such a Society was 
actun,lly formed while he was in Washingtol1, (7 
February, 1822,) the officers chosen, and the 
annmtl meeting appointed to be heJ.d in Decem
ber, at the opening of Congress, in 1823. The 

• 

distance from his home and his feeble health 
prevented his personal atteridanoe. 

James Madison writes to him, under date of 
February 26, 1822, (tS follows: 

• 

" Esteeming, as I do, the objects of the institution, I cannot 
decline the honorary relation to it which has beeu conferred on 
me; though good wishes be the only returns I shall be able to 
make. 

• 
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"Beside the general motive of benevolence, the remnants of 
the tribes within our limits have special claims on our endea. 
vours to save them from the extinction to which they are 
hastening, and from the vices which have been doubled by our 
intercourse with them. This cannot be done without substi· 
tuting for the torpid indolence of the wigwam, and the precarious 
supplies of the chase, the comforts and habits of civilized life. 
With the progress of these may be sown those elements of 
moral and intellectual improvement, which will either not be 
reccived into the savage mind, or be soon stifled by savage 

• 

manners. 
"The Constitution of the Society very properly embraces 

the object of gathering whatever information may relate to 
the opinions, the government, the social condition, &c., of 
this untutored race. Materials may thus be obtained for a 
just picture of the human character, as fashioned by circum
stances which are yielding to others which must efface all the 
peculiarities of the original.' 

Mr. Calhoun writes to him'thus on the 16th 
of Decem bel' : 

" I partake with you in your deep solicitude in relation to 
the Indians within our limits. We owe them all the aill which 
we can bestow, to raise them from their present depressed con· 
dition to that of civilization and happiness. And if we pcrmit 
the present opportunity to pass without suitable efforts for that 
purpose, it is to be feared that, in a few years, it will be too 
late to do any thing. 

"I have no doubt that a Society duly organized would do 
much, if it could be brought into activity; but it seems to me 
that that activity can only be given, in the first .place, by the 
religious and benevolent. If persons, occupying high public 
offices, were to move first, it would be attributed to political 
motives, and would tend .to repress rather than advance the 
object. If yon could give the impulse from Religious Societies, 
much might be done. But till then I fear the Society will 
languish. " 
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, 
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The event fully justified Mr. Calhoun's appre~ 
11ensions; for the Society, from its birth, showed 
signs of decay, and, after two or three years of 
doubtful existence, expired. 

• 

, 

• 

• 

, 



• 

• 

IV. 

HIS LABOURS AS A GEOGRAPHER. 

Dr. Morse's career as a Geographer commenced 
as en,rly .asthe winter of 1783-8<1, while he was 
teaching !t school in New H!tven, and pursuing 
at the same time the study of Theology. The 
English Geography by Guthrie was the only 
Oompend then in use 111 any of our schools; and 
tha:t was lamentably deficient in what related to 
our own country. To supply this deficiency he 
gathered information from all the sources within 
his reach, and imparted it in lectures to his pupils. 
A ware that the same need was felt ill other 
schools, he was led to frame the substance of his 
lectures into a book; and this was published in 
1784, the first Geography of any kind ever pub
lished in America. It vms a duodecimo of two 

• 

hundred and fourteen pages, entitled" Geography 
made easy." This, taken in connection with his 
subsequent efforts in the same direction, fairly 
entitles him to the distinction of being the Father 
of American Geography. 

In consequence of the very rapid sale of this 
edition, indicating clearly that the work had met . 
an important demand of the times, he formed 
the purpose of publishing an enlarged and im
proved edition; and, with a view to this he 
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framed a series of comprehensive geogral}hical 
questions, which were circulated widely, through 
the newspapers, and by means of his correspond
ence with intelligent gentlemen in the differ
ent States·; and his success seems to have fully 
equalled his expectations; though, owing to cer
tain circumstances, the next edition of the work 
was liot published until several years afterwards . 

• 

Oneimporta,nt end that he had in view in going 
to GeoI'gia, was to collect infotmation in aid of his 

, 

geographical enterprise; for he had become con-
, 

vinced th~t, to succeed in this, it was absolutely 
essential tl1at he should personally explore, at 

, 

\,eastto a co:nsiderable extent., the regions which 
he described; The same idea, had been suggested 

• 

to him by seyera1 gel1tlemen of high st.anding, 
among whom~vas the Rev. Dr. Belknap, who , 
thus writes to him in a letter of the 28th of J uIy, 
1784: 

• , 

'. 

" To be a true Geographer it is neecssary to be a Travellcr . 
• 

To depend on distant" .. and incidental information is not safe; 
and there is a matcrial. difference between describing a place 

. ' 
that we have seen and 011e tlmt we ha,ve not scen. I would 

, 
advise you to collect as'littlc as possible from second-hand 

• • 

authors. The best descriptions 'are given by eye-witnesses, 
provided they are honest. . As water passing through various 
strata of earth acquires different tincturcs, so a story, told by a 
succession of writcrs, partakes of the hUl11our~, inattention and 
preju Hces of them all." . . 

About balf the time, during his absence from 
New Haven, he devoted to collecting ma.terial 
for his Geography; and, besides this, he secured 
the vigorous co-operation of ma.ny highly intel-

17 

, 
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• 

Egent men, among whom was Dr. Ramsay, of 
• 

Charleston, the celebrated Historian. It was at 
this time also that he first conceived the idea of 
\l, Gazetteer of the United Stfttes,' a work to 
which, in due time, his skill and industry proved 
abundantly adequate. 

On his return from Georgia, Mr. Morse had 
become so deeply interested in his geographical 
pursuits, that he thought it his duty to suspend, 
for a short time, the active exercise of the min
istry, for the sake of devoting himself exclusively 
to them. His correspondence with reference to 
the work he had in hand had now become very 
extensive; and, as his materials were constantly 
accumulating, the prospect of publication seemed 
to become more and more distant, while his en
el1gies and industry were proportionally taxed. 
There was much in the then existing state of the 
country to call for just such a work as he con
templated. The United States were now first 
assuming a fixed national character ill the adop
tion of the Constitution; and it seemed especially 
desirable that some authentic and correct account 
of the country,.incluc1ing it'! territorial extent, 
its natural resources, its governmental institu
tions, its systems of education and religion, should 
be given to the world. To an object of so much 
importance as this, Mr. Morse felt at liberty to 
devote himself for a time,. to the exclusion of all 
other public engagements. 

Not long after his return from the South, he 
learned that Captain Thomas Hutchins, Geogra-
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pher General of the United States, had proJected 
the plan of an American Gazetteer, just the 
work which he had himself Lletermined to un
dertake. Reg<trding Hutchins as more competent 
th,l,n himself to perform such a service, he at 
once relinquished the idea of attempting it, and 
offered him the material he had collected. In
stead, however, of accepting the· offer, the. Geo
grapher Genertl,l relinquished his own design, in 
favour of Mr. Morse, committing to him all the 
collections he had made, together with his maps 
and explanatory pamphlets. Dr. Belknap ,1,lso 
had formed a similar purpose, that of producing 
a Universal Gazetteer; but, on being informed, by 
Mr. Ebenezer Hazard, that Mr. Morl'Je had antici
pated him .in the idea, he, too, abandoned the 
purpose, not doubting that the enterprise had 
fallen. into hands every way competent to its 
execution. 

The following letter addressed by Mr. Morse 
to Dr. Belknap, 18 January, 1788, forms a good 
illustration of the spirit with which he was pur
suing his geographical inquiries: 

"Deal' Sir: Though I have not t,he honour of a personal 
acquaintance, yet your writings and reputation are such that 
I presume UpOl'!. your indulgence, while I send you the enclosed 
manuscript Geography of New Hampshire." After referring 
to a letter which Dr. Belknap had addressed to him, some 
eighteen months before, relative to the first edition of his 
Geography, he goes on to say, "Since that time I have 
travelled through all the States, with a particular view of col
lecting the necessary information for a second publication on 
the same subject. I have been, in SOllle good degree, successful. 
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The work, which will be enlarged to an octavo volume, of at 
least four hundred pages, is prepal'illg for the pt'ess with all 

suitable expediLion. . 
" Thn,t the book may be as complete and accurate as possible, 

• • 

I propose, when I shall have written my account of each State, 
from the best materials I have collected, to s(;'nd it to some 
gentlemen, who will be capable of correcting the elTors of the 
description, and of supplying cleflcicncies. With this view I 
have taken the liberty, Sir, to enclose you the account of Now 
Ih::lpshiro. I hflve left blank leaves for your corrections and 
ar1c1itions. Do llOt spare me in the former, nor deny me the 

• 

latter. I know of no one more capable of assisting me in 
• 

10th than yourself. 
"'The nature ot' the work does not admit of much originality .. 

The book lllURt derive its merit if it, hflve any from the 
accuracy and good judgment with which it is compiled, mther 
than the genius with which it is eU1IIposed. ~'o save me from 
the odious character of a Pln.gi!wist, general credit will be given 
in the pref,we for all selections inserted in the work. To par
ticula.rize such would be needless and endless. This is my 
apology for having made so much use of your publications in 
thc enclosed account. of New Hampshire. 

• 

"I shU wish also to submit my account of l\fassachusetts, 
when written, to your inspection, (if I do not trouble you too 
much,) to be shown by you to such of your literary friends as 
you may think proper. 

"I have been, for some time, making Collections for a 
Gazetteer of the United States. " 

Dr. Belknap, in reply to this letter, gave him 
a list of authors, which he might advantageously 
consult for desired information, at the same time 
assuring him that he might freely command his 
services, whenever they were, in any way, use
ful to him. 

The' following letter, bearing upon the same 
subject, was addressed to Mr. Morse, a few weeks 
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before the date of the preceding, by the Hon. 
'William Li vingston, Governor of N ew Jersey, 
who was a fine classical scholar, an earnest 0hris~ 
tian, and one of the most illustrious patriots of 
the Revolution. It was in reply to a letter which 
Mr. Morse had written, proposing to dedicate the 
contemplated work to the Governor: 

• 
• 

"TRENTON, 1 November, 1787. 
"Rev. Sir: I reccived your letter of the 26th of October 

yesterday. Since I sent a description of throc of our Oounties 
. to Mr. Whittlesey, (whose death I sincerely deplore,) I have 
received that of one 01' two others, which shall be at your 
service, when you do me the l)leasure of what you have given 
me t.he agreeable expectation, I mean a pcrsonal visit at my 
Hermitagc, alia8 I.Jiberty Hall, in thc vicinity of Elizahethtown. 

"That I have received the descriptions of so few of OUl 

Counties as you mcntion, I now fina, or at least am told, is my 
own flmlt. Although I had a number uf copies made of your 
queries, immediately after you delivered them to me last fall 
and, as I tho~lght a sufficient number to give uue to each of out 
Council, yet some members of that Body tell me they went 
home without one, ltnd that I promised to send them after the 
rising uf the Legislature; but tha,t they never received them. 
ff the case he really so, (of which, however, I have not the leas·t 
recollection, nor greater faith than I have in St. Athanasius !,) 
lean atonc for my neglect only by dclivering them at our 
present sitting, and pressing those members to transmit to me 
their answers as speedily as passible. The Legislature expoct
ing to adjourn next week, it is probable that I ~lay receive 
them seasollably enough befare your intencled publication. If 
I do., I shall make it my business to farward them to. you with· 
out loss of time, with this condition, (which I wish to lJave 
annexed to. tho~e, already sent,) that you either return them to 

• 

me, after you have extracted from them what you' may think 
praper to insert in the boak, or capies of them. My reason is 
that thase already sent, and I hope the same 0.£ those to. come, 

j 

• 

! 
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contain a more particular description of this Stftte than I 
imagine I .sllltli ever obtain in allY other way; and the poor 
Governor of New Jersey has not at present a eroature in his 
hOllse tllltt can copy them except himself, aud to make snch 
copies himself, he verily hath not sufficient leifml'e. 

" As to yOUl' kind n,nd polite offer, Sir, to dcdic:Lte the work 
to me, with my permission, I confess mYHelf under great obliga

. tions for your intention, I have no other ohjectiulls against it 
than these two, (the last of which it is, however, ill yuur powcr 

• 

to obviate)" In the first placc, I do not know what umbrage 
such a choice of your l)atron might not give to the Governor" 

, (J onathan Trumbull) "of your own State, who, I am per
suaded, has been very prompt to 11romote your uuderttLking, 
and is, by all accounts, a gentleman of a very ami:tble charac
ter, Secondly, next to my dislike of being slandered, I 
hate to receive any praise that I c10 not deserve; aud, accord
ing to the usual run of Dedications, inccnse is offered to those 
who are no Deities. 

• 

" Relative to the map, I doubt, Sir, whether I have sufficient 
skill to comply with your request; hut, if I can, I will procure 
a person to uo it, that has. 

" As to news from this point of the' terraqueous glohe,' I 
.can inform you of one fact that gives me gret.t pleasure. It is 
:that both bran:Jhes of our Legislature ~1re unanimous in bying 
hefore the people the Constitution planned by the late Conven
tion; and I hope, and douht not, that the citizens of Connecti-

• 

cut will be as ready to adopt it as I have reason to think we 
shall; and then I think we shall even make lily native country, 
New York, a little sickish of hcr Ol)Position to it. 

" I am, Rev. Sir, . 
" Your most humhle servant, 

"WILLIAM LIVINGSTON." 

'The fo1l9wing letter from the French C(msul 
dn New Y 0.1\1\:, dated 28 February, 1788, shows 
,the deep interest which he took in the enterprise: 

• 

" Sir: I have perused with infinite l)leasure your 111'op08a1s 
,for publishing .an American Geography. This country, now he-

• 
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coroe independent, is so populous and interesting as to deserve 
being better known. I beg you to Imt roy name on your list 
of subscribers; and I know a gentleman in Paris who could 
procure the sale of many copies of the work. "When you come 
here, I wish you would take the trouble of calling on me .r 
might give you some useful hints. I should introduce you to 
onr Vice-Consul, who could furnish you with much important 
information; and if an introduction to our Minister Plenipo
tentiary wonld be acceptable, I would, with great llicasure, 
present to him the author of an intended work, which I am 
sure will earn the a~plause of every mall here and in Europe, 
who feels himself interested in the progress of American 
knowledge and genius. 

" I am, with infinite respect, • 

" Your very humble servant, 
"ST. JOHN, Consul of Fj'ance." 

The above are but a specimen of the many 
letters he received from prominent individuals 
in various parts of the cOllntry, who regarded it 
a privilege to become his helpers in the import
ant work in which he was engaged. 
. In accepting an invitation to supply the pulpit 
of the Rev. Dr. Rodgers,·of New York,' for two 
months, in the spring of 1788, he was influenced 
partly by the conflidemtion that a reflidence in 
New York would bring him into the neighbour-' 
hood of Elizabethtown, where his hook was to 
be printed, while it would afford him the best 
facilities for obtaining additional information. 

But now there occurred a fresh cause for the 
delay of his pUblication. Though the Constitu
tion had been framed, much the greater part of 
the States had not yet adopted it; and, as its 
ratification would mark a most important epoch 

• 

I 
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in our national history, it seemed proper that not 
only that fact but the Oonstitution itself should 
find a place in the contemplated work. The 
Hon. Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster General, with 
whom Mr. Morse had now come into intimate 
relations, wrote him an earnest letter on the sub
ject; and this, together with his own mature 
reflection, and the hope of gaining further infor
mation by the delay, led him to postpone the 
pUblication a while longer. 

In aCcelJting the call from the Ohurch in 
Oharlestown, in December, 1788, he intimated 
that, on account of an unexpected delay in the· 
business in which he was engaged, it would be 
impossible for him to commence his lahom's there 
until the close of winter or the opening of spring . 

• 

The business to which he referred was the publi-
cation of hh Geography. With a view to hasten 
this as far as possible, he went to reside tempo
rarily at Elizabethtown, and, after his arrival 
there, he had ~o encounter some unexpected 
obstacles, which were a source of great annoy
ance to him. He writes to Dr. Belknap: . 

" JUy work goes on heltvily. I cltn compltl'e it to nothing but 
sleighing in wet weltther, in a gravelly roltd, without Bl1OW. I 

• 

Cltnllot even guess when the book will be printed." 

But the time for the pUblication of his Geo
graphy had now nearly come; though there were 
obstacles to its profitable circulation, both abroad 
and in this country, that still occasioned him 
much embarrassment. He had hoped, and had 



• 
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been encouraged on high authority to believe, 
that he might be ablE) to control its sale in Eng
land; but the result of his inquiries on the sub
ject was a full conviction that there was no law 
to permit an author to secure a copy-right, ex-

• 

cept in the. country where the book was origi-
nally published. The most advantageous ar
rangement he could make, was to send five 
hundred copies to Mr. Stockdale, a London book-
• 

seller, who had been recommended to him by Dr. 
Ramsay, and two hundred more to Paris, which 
had been. ordered through the agency of the 
French Consul in N"ew York. 

In regard to our own country, his embarrass· 
ment arose from the fact that there was no 
national copy-right law. An author could con· 
trol the sale of his book only in the 'State in 
which it was printed to the other States the 
copy-right did not extend. By the new Consti
tution there had been delegated to Congress the 
power of" securing, for limited times, to Authors 
and Inventors the exclusive right to their writ-

. ings and discoveries;" but no law had yet been 
passed by that Body on the subject. Applica-
tions, however, were now made for it, particularly 
one by Dr. Ramsay, which proved availing; and 
the desired law was enacted in May, 1790. The 
Copy-right of the Geography is registered on the 
15th of September following. 

This edition of the Geography, which appeared 
in March, 1789, is an octavo vohlme of five hun
dred and thirty-four pages, -more than seven-

• 
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eighths of its contents being occupied with the 
United States. In addition to what is strictly 
geographica,l, it contains a large amount of his
torical and political information, well fitted to 
meet an important exigency, especially of the 
time at which it appeared. Some of Mr. Morse's 
most intelligent friends were of the opinion that 
be misjudged in not making it exclusively a Geo-

. . 

gmphy of America; but his reason for adopting 
a different course was that he deRigned his book 
for schools, and intended that it should take the 
place of certain English works, then exclusively 
in use. Dr. Ramsay, in a letter written in June, 

, 

1798, thus hints at the monopoly of the English 
booksellers, in connection with their ungracious 
treatment of every thing American: 

" They affect a contempt of every production that is Ameri
can, anCl a total indifference to what is going on, on this side 
of the Atlantic. Even Mr. Jefferson's book does not sell. 
The truth is, they do not wish to encourage literature 01' manu
factures among us. Their unmeritecl and severe strictures on 

• 

the literary performances of Americans have made me more an 
American than ever. I have escaped pretty well; but you 
nave doubtless seen what they have said of Mr. Adams', Mr . 

• 
Jefferson's and Mr. Dwight's performances." 

Mr. Morse, instead of yielding to the idea that 
his Geography should be confined to our own 
country, so far enlarged, in his next edition, his 
'account of other parts of the world, as to make 
it occupy about half of the entire work. . 

Almost as soon as the book was in print, it 
became certain that it was destined to be an 
entire success. In a letter dated at New Haven 

-
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April 1,. only four days after its publication, he 
writes thus: 

, 

"Shall I tell you that my Geography is already introduced 
into Yale College as a text-book 1 This is a flattering circum
stance, and will tend, m..ore than any thing, to give the book a 

t t · " repu a IOn. 

Various distinguished individuals, among whom 
were Drs. Belknap, Stiles, Wheelock, Ramsay 
and Mr. Hazard, who were every way capable 
of estimating the importance of the work he had 
performed, offered him their congratulations on 
the great service he had rendered to the country 
and the world. In less tlULIl five months from 
the date of publication, one half of the edition 
(which consisted of three thousand copies) was 
sold; and within less than a year a second edi-

• 

tion was called for. This, however, did not 
appear until 1793; but, meanwhile, an Abridg
ment for the use of so1:l.001s a duodecimo volume 
of three hundred and twenty-two pages ap
peared in 1790, and passed rapidly through 
several lftl'ge editions. 

Of the five hundred copies st.ipulated to be 
taken by Stockdale, the London publisher, only 
forty were sent; but editions were soon published 
in London, Edinburgh, Dublin and elsewhere, 
some with 'due acknowledgment of the aut.hor
ship, and others without any acknowledgment 
at all; and thus the work became extensively 
known in Great Britain and Ireland. Though he 
received no pecuniary benefit from the sale of his 

, . book abroad, he received gratifying testimonials 

• 
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to its va,lue fro111 many prominent individuals, 
and among them SOllIe of the most distinguished 
men of the age. 

The Rev. Dr. Price, the great fl'ieJold of Amer
ican liberty, in acknowledging the receipt ofa copy 
of the book from the author, says, 29th March, 1790: . 

" I think this indeed a curious and valuable work, a.nd hope 
that the reception of it by the public will be so favoura.bleas to 
reward you, in some degree, for the pains you have taken 
about it." 

Dr. Rippon, a celebrated Baptist clergyman, 
,I 

complIer of the well known Hymn Book, and 
Editor of a Monthly Magazine, writes to him 

• 

thus, 30th, June 1791 : 

.< The large octavo Geography was lent mo for a few days. 
I applied for three copies, but was too late, all of that edition 
being sold. And permit me to .inform you that they were sold 
at the immoderate price of nine shillings sterling. The price 
should not have been more than six or seven shillings, allowing 
for the maps, binding and quantity of matter. I mention this 
that you may know how the work has been treated, and be pre
pared to lay a plan which shall expedite the sale of so masterly 
a performance. I fear some bookseller here has made an ex
change with a bookseller or agent of yours in America, and 
has put his own price on a scarce article. I feel interested in 
the spread of your work, 01' I would not have presumed to write 
so freely." . 

• 

Dr. Priestley, well known in the scientific, 
political and religious world, writes, under date 
of August 24th, 1793: 

" I think myself greatly obliged to you· for the perusal of 
your excellent treatise of Geography. We had but It very 
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imperfecl? idea of America j:JOfol'e, and it has contributed not a 
little to 'i the spirit of emigration that now prevails in this 

cOUl'agec' by the Court, that makes it very unpleasant and 
almost '.unsafe for the friends of liberty, civil or religious, to 

• 
contillU(~ here. One of my sons will deliver this, and it is my 
wish to ,settle them all with you, in order to follow them myself, 
some time hence. 1\1y friends, 1\11'. Wells and Mr. Toulmin, 

, are alrf~ady gone, the formcr, I understand, under your kind 
patrom,Lge, and a worthier man you could not befriend. Great 
nU¥1bm:s would go, if they knew how to get to America, or how 
to live 'after they were there." 

Thl) Rev. Dr. John Erskine, of Edinburgh, 
writer!, 7 March, 1796 : • 

" Your American Geography has met with universal accept
ance. It has been translated into German, aud in Britain has 
been printed by two or three compilers, some with and some 
without acknowledgment to whom they were indebted, besides a. 
fair and honourable republication." 

Professor Ebeling,. the distinguished German 
Geographer, opened a correspondence with Mr. 
Morse in October, 1793. After complimenting 
him as "the first who has cut a road through a 
vast wilderness," he says of himself \ 

, 
" As early as 1777 I had contemplated writing a Geography 

of America, but suspended my lJUl'POSC because of the great 
and mpid changes then going on in your country. I am now 
glad of my delay; for I find I was misled by following Eng
lish authors, and had imbibed from them prejudices which the 
perusal of your work has happily removed." 

The sale of the Geography of' 1789 was so 
rapid and extensive that, within less than a year 
from its publication, a new edition was called 

18 
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, 

for. The Abridgment had been published in 
Boston in J anuary, 1790, ma,king a uuo!decimo 
volume of three hundred and twenty-oml\ pages. , 
The printers of this volume (Thomas & Antflrews) 
proposed to the author the next spring thoft they 
should become the publishers of his brgerwork. 
Mr. Carey, of Philadelphia, also made similar 
proposals, but the Boston printers. urged 'I their 
claim on the ground of their having print(3d his 
smaller work, and withal of their living i:,n his 
immediate neighbourhood; and they had, even 
imported type in anticipation of the job. In 
the spring of 1792 he contracted with them to 
print all future editions of his two works: "the 
American Geography," and its Abridgment, 
"the Geography made Easy," for fourteen yearlS, ' 

. the term during which the copy-right lasted. In 
pursuance of this contract, the parties entered 
at once upon an edition of the first mentioned 
work

"
, , "the American Geography." 

, 

The amount of labour which he performed 
now in the revision of his Geography and the 
duties of the Pastorate, it is not easy to estimate. 
He writes to his father on the 12th of July: 

" Two printers are engaged on the work. They have printed 
about one hundred pages. They will go on faster as they pro
ceecl. I shall not do my part so fast as they do theirs. But 
my health and spirits are good. I hope to finish the work in 
the fall through a kind Providence. I am encouraged to be
lieve I am doing good, not only to my own country but abroad. 
Late letters from London say that the GeogrtLphy is well re
ceived by the candid and judicious. ~rhe London edition sells 
fast. .All the Reviewers speak well of it. I enclose Stock-
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dale's advertisement, in which is the Monthly Review's notice 
of the work. I mention these things to encourage you, Sir, to 
let me go on, without anxiety. I hope I shall not injure my 
health. And I find my mind, after being engaged in geogra
phical pursuits, returns with ease· and pleasure to my theologi
cal studies. I hope the Geography has done and will do great 
good, and that it will appeal', in due season, that I have not 
misspent n~y time in writing it, whatever some good people may 
think to the contrary." 

Though he calls the new worl~ a second edition 
of the Geography of 1789, it is really much more; 
for, instead of being confined chiefly to the 
United States, it is a general system of Geo
graphy, and the title is altered accordingly from 
., American" to "the American Universal Geo
graphy." It consists of two volumes, oct.avo, 
containing together more than sixt.een hundred 
pages. The first volume relat.es wholly to the 
Western Contil1ei.1t., and chiefly to the United 
• 

States, and is properly a second edition of the 
former work, t.he rapid growth of the country 
in four years having rendered necessary many 
additions and corrections. The second volume, 
devoted to the Eastern Continent, is compiled 
from European works, chiefly from Guthrie's 
Geography; and he was induced to publish it 
from a wish to f:lupply Americans with a book 
better suited to their tastes and their wants than 
one which was wholly of European origin . 

When the work appeared, it was received with 
great favour, and brought to him many testi
monies of warm approval from both sides of the 
Atlantic. Among other letters was the follow-

, 
• 
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• 

ing from General Washington, acknowledging a 
copy of the work, dated Philadelphia, 17 July, 
1793: 

"Rev. Sir: I should have, at an earlier moment, aclmow
ledged the receipt of your polite letter of the 25th of June, antI 
returned my best thanks for the acceptable work which aCCOm
panied it, had I not boen at :Mount V ornon when they reached 
this place. You will, therefore, be pleased now, Sir, to accept 
the thanks and acknowledgments which are due for your 
polite attention in senaing me a set of the American Universal 
Geography. And, at the same time, be assmed that you have 
my best wishes that you may be amply rewarded for the time 
and labour spent in preparing so valuable a work. 

" With due consideration, I am, Rev. Sir, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON." 

But, notwithstanding the general approving 
voice in respect to the work, there were some few 
instances of decided and open dissent. Of these 
the most marked was a pamphlet which appeared 
in the fl111 of 1793, entitled "Remarks on the 
American Geogrl1phy, by J. F." A copy of this 
pamphlet was sent to Mr. Morse by the author, 
accompanied by the following note: 

"1 October, 1793. Dear Sir: I take the liberty to present 
you a small pamphlet, containing Remarks on the las~ edition 
of your Geography. Though I have given the public nothing 
more than the initials of my name, yet to you I acknowledge 
myself to be the author. Perhaps in some places you may 
eharge me with too much severity; but I assure you that I have 
suppressed many observations, which, though they appeared to 
be well founded, I was afraid might give you pain. As a man, 

. as a gentleman, and as' a Ohristian, I respect your character . 
. :But I conceive that every work that is offered for sale, however 

• 
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worthy the author of it may be, is a IJroper subject f01' criticism, 
and that you have no reason to be offended if your mistakes and 
prejudices are fairly and impartially pointed out. I hope you 
will believe me when I say that nothing is farther from my 
thoughts thau to injure the sale of your Geography. A fugitive 
pamphlet, which perhaps may never be read, 01' if read wil~ soon 
be forgotten, cannot possibly hurt the reputation of a book 
which has been recommended by some of the most distinguished 
char!Lcters in the United States, and which has been introduced 

, 

into almost all our schools and Colleges. As far as my small 
influence ex.tends, I have always beon roady to do honour to 
your work. When I was one of the School Committee of 
Boston, I ehoerfully voted for the introduction of your Abridg
ment into our Realling Schools; and not long ago I republished 
in the Centincl an English Review, in which your American 
Geogrn,phy is highly appl::tuded. These facts will show you that 
lowe you no ill will, but that my object in writing the 
Remarks is to induce you to render the future editions of yOur 
Geography more worthy of yourself/ and more honourable to 
your country. 

" 'With respect, I am, Dear Sir, . 
"Your friend and humble servant, 

"JAlYlES Fl'tEElYlAN." 

To this letter he replied: 

"Oharlestown, 2 October, 1793. Sir: Last evening, at a 
late hour, I received your letter of yesterday, accompanied with 
,it pamphlet containing Remarks on the last edition of my 
Geography,' for which I take the earliest opportunity to return 
you my thanks. 'Depend on it, Sir, I shall give it an attentive 
and candid reading. After the perusltl, should I think proper, 
in my own villuiuation,. to publish Observat.ions on your pam
phlet, I presume you will have no objeetions to my introducing 
them to the public with your letter. I can surely have no 
reason to be offended when 'my mistakes and prejudices are 
fairly pointed out;' and if I find this to be the case in your 

, Remarks, YOli ma.y rest assured of receiving my most sincere 
thanks. How far your sending me your criticisms through the 

• 
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, 

medium of the press, rather than in a more private manner, 
comports with the professions you make of fricI?dship for me, 
and of having no thought to injure the sale of my Geography, 
I shall perhaps be better able to determine when I have read 
your pamphlet. A needless public exposure of the faults of, 
any pe~'son; when their correction can as well be effected in a 
more priv[1te manner, is, upon every principle of honour, fricnd
ship an r] religion, unjustifiable. And if [1 man finds himself 
oompelled, from [1 sense of duty, to [1ocuse his friend before the 
public tribun[1l, he ought at least previously to acquaint him 
with the ch[1rges he means to exhibit against him, and hear 
what he has to say in his own vindication. A real friend would 
certainly do this. But this you have not done. 

" Your pamphlet mayor may not' hurt the reputation of the 
Geography.' If it should not, (and you say it cannot possibly), 
I see no necessity for your having published it. For if the 
faults of the'work are of such a nature as, if pulllicly known, 
would not lessen its reputation in the public mind, then they 
must be faults of no great magnitude and import[1nco, and in
herent in the naturo of the work, suoh as a oandid mind would 

, 

easily account for and exouse, and therefore s1:1oh as might, 
without injury to the publio, have been seasonably oorrected in 
a futuro edition. But if the errors are such as to demand 
publio and severe censure even by a professed ii'iend, the publi
oation of them can hardly avoid· hurting the reputation of the 
work. I must confess I am at present at a loss to know how 
to reconcile your conduct with your professions. But I suspend 
any furLher remarks till I shall have examined your pamphlet. 

"In the moan time, after grateful acknowledgments for all 
your influence and endeavours to promote the honour and extend 
the sale of my work, . 

• " I subsoribe mYolelf, Sir, with respect and esteem, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

"J. MORSE." 

Dr. Morse, both then and at a later period, ex
pressed the undoubting conviction that this 
pamphlet would not ~ave been written but, for 

, 
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the antagonism that existed between the writer 
of it and himself, in their theological views. The 
Rev. Dr. Jenks of Boston, an intimate personal 
friend of Dr. Freeman, in reply to a note 
addressed to him on the subject by one of Dr. 
Morse's sons, in November,. 1859, says: 

" You are right, I think, in attributing the severity of this 
criticism on the GeogralJhy, in part at least, to the odium 
tlwologicttrn of that contentious period. No doubt exists in 
my own mind, however, that your much honoured ancl much 
abused father made use of these animadversions in subsequent 
editions of his work." 

If this was really so, as it undoubtedly was, it 
only proved that, whatever might have been Dr. 
Morse's sense of injury, it did not lead him to 
undervalue correct criticism. 

Some two years after this there appeared 
a,nother anonymous pamphlet entitled "Letter 

. to the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, A. M., Author of 
the American Universal Geography, by a Oitizen 
of Williamsburg, Virginia." The writer, 'known 
artel'wards to be' St. George Tucker, was at 
the time Professor of Law in William and Mary 
College, Williamsburg, and had been dissatisfied 
with some remarks in the Geography of 1789, 
which he considered as reflecting upon the moral 
and religious character of his townsmen. He 
did not observe the usual civility of sending a 
copy of the Letter to the person to whom it 
was publiely {1ddressec1; but Dr. Morss borrowed 
the pamphlet from the Historical Society; and, 
having read it, returned it with his criticisms, 

, 
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accompanied by a request that they also might 
be deposited irr the archives of the Society. In 
view of the same facts which had provoked 
Judge Tucker's indignation, another still more 
eminent Virginian, James Madison, in a note, 

. written in May, 1792, had said: 
• 

"The only part of. your account of Virginia, which, on a 
bare perusal, might seem to need correction, is that relating to 
the manners of the country; and here a native should always 
be diffident, especially when the colours of the picture appear 
to him to 1)e unjust to the original, towards which he lllay be 
supposed not to be impartial." 

In May, 1794, a year after the publication of 
the Geography of '93, he writes thus to Professor 
Ebeling: 

"Since the year 1784, when I published my first juvenile 
Essay, there have been printed in America twenty thou~and six 
hnndred copies of my Geography, including in this number the 
copies of the severnl editions of the Abridgment of the larger 
work for the use of schools. * * * I am as sensible as any 
person of the defects of my work. I have trodden an unbeaten 

• 

path. I have had every thing to collect ~new. My SOUl'ces of 
information have not al.vays been accurate. Many have failed 
and much remains yet to be done. The field before me is ex
tensive, and 1 sometimes contemplate it with a misgiving heart. 
I have but a slender constitution, a large and growing parish, 

• 

many interruptions inseparable from my situation, and, as you 
, 

know from the nature of geographical labour, an extensive cor-
• 

respondence. In such forbidding circumstances, to undertake 
the description of an unexplored, or but partially explored 

• 
country, rising into importance with uneXltmpled rapidity; and 
to attempt, in successive editions of an Universal Geography, to 
keep pace with the progreAs of this age of discoveries, of 
changes, tind of Tevolutions, are objects from which I shrink 
when I think of their difficulty and magnitude." . 

• 
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But, notwithstanding the difficulty to which he I 

refers in this letter, he ha,d already set himself to 
the task of preparing a third edition; and, in 
view of his greatly increased amount of mate
rial, he had ha,lf formed the purpose of enlarging 
his book and issuing it in the quarto form. But, 
before venturing upon this plan, he consulted 
Dr. Stiles, in whose judgmelit and friendship he 
had great cOI).fidence, and received from him the 
following cha,racteristic advice, jn a letter dated 
Yale College, 19 February, 1794: 

" As to the quarto edition, you know that it can be purchased 
by but few. But if lVIr. Thomas (the printer) will adventure 
it, were I in your case, I should make no objection; though I 
think your principal profit can be expected only from the octavo 
edition. 

"In Philosophy, Desaguliers wrote first a convenient vol
ume, which rose into repute, and induced him to augment it 
into two quarto volumes, excellent indeed, but it spoiled his 
. market, 01' confined it to the opulent only. 

in octavo. It had a run, was excellent, its reputation high 
His literature and his 'ambition enlarged the work to two quarto' 

,volumes, ended the sale, and put it to sleep. 
" "Salmon enlarged his Grammar of Geography to a folio, 

and it is lost in oblivion. Guthrie is in the road to death by 
enlarging itself, like the Roman empire, to ruin and suicide. 
lVIr. Morse has gotten a Geography superior to all of them. It 
has grown uncommonly under his hands; and if it goes on 
growing with his universal information, it will grow itself into 
oblivion. . 

convenient octavo volumes, and there abide fixed as fate • 
• 

Alterations and corrections may be made, but I would take 
out as much as I put in. Then let the volumes be printed in 
octavo or quarto it is immaterial. Only never let the matter 



, 
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exceed the comprehension of two octi1VO volumes. If you do, 
somebody else will start up, with even a single octavo, like 
Gordon, and put you to sleep. I havo thought you in danger 
of too copious an enlargement, in order to comprchclld and 
communicate all the curious, learned and entertaining discove
ries and accurate observations anl information of modern 
travellers. Stop where you are. Retrench and substitute, if 
you find new and more profita,ble matter. Otherwise you will 
get into the histories of Empires and of the World instead of 
Geography. And then the world will leave you for I-Iu1l1e, 
Gibbon, Voltaire, Rollin, Robertson, and perhaps for the an
cient Latin and Greek Historians. In short, they want you 
for Geography, and athol'S for History.' And though some 
summary anti succinct History may be well to be conjoincd 
with Geography, yet' BUJlt vesti denique jines.' " 

This advice was followed, the idea of a quarto 
abandoned, and three years after, (in 1796,) the 
third edition of the work, consisting of four thou
sand five hundred copies, and fifteen hundred 
copies extra of the first volnme, appeared in the 
same form with its predecessors. Two hundred 
pages were added, and the number of maps was 
increased from eleven to twenty-eight. 

Though he had conceived the idea of pnblish
ing an American Gazetteer as early as 1786, and 
had it in a state of considerable forwardness in 
the spring of 1790, yet so manifold were his pro
fessional engagements, and so much time was 
necessarily given to the preparation ofthe several 
editions of his Geography, that he was obliged to 
delay the issue of his Gazetteer much beyond his 
wishes and expectations. In 1793 Mr. N 00,:' 

Webster entered into an engagement toassis: 
him in compiling the Gazetteer, but, in conse, 

, 
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quence of his removal to New York to becom€' 
the Editor of a daily newspaper, which required 
his whole time, he was obliged to withdraw from 
the engagement. The Rev. Samuel Austin also, 
who had been Mr. Morse's College classmate, and 
had co-operated with him for some time in the 
Gazetteer, had grown weary of the delay of 

• 

publication; and had retired from the enterprise, 
leaving him without any coadjutor. He now 
employed a gentleman from Aberdeen, Scotland, 
resident in Boston, to prosecute the compilation 
l)f the work from such material as he should 
furnish; and most of it seems to have been 
gathered from his own Geography.· Early in the 
year 179(3, proposals to print amI publish the 
work were issued by T. and J. Swords, of .N ew 
York; but, in consequence of some pecuniary 
embarrassment to which they were subsequently 
subjected, they abandoned the project even after 
the printing had actually commenced; and the. 
work was now transferred to Boston, where it 
could be done directly under the author's eye. 
The book appeared in May, 1797, an octavo 
volume of six hundred pages. Copies of it were 
sent by the author to various distinguished per
sons, one of whom, the most eminent of all, 
returned the following acknowledgment: 

"Mount Vernon, 20 .J une, 1797. Dear Sir: The last 
Eastern mail brought me your favour of the 1st instant. I beg 
you to accept my best acknowledgments, and the assurance of 
my belief that it will be found a most useful and valuable work. 
As evidence of this bel ief, I had, just before the receipt of your 

• 

• 
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letter, requested my correspondent in Philadelp\da (where I 
foun!). they were to be had) to send me a copy. And for the 
kind and flattering sentiment, which you have expressed for 
me and Mrs. Washington in the former, I offer you my grateful 
thanks; being, with much esteem and respect, Dear Sir, your 
obliged and obedient humble servant, 

"GEORGE WASHINGTON." 
, 
• 

Though a law s~curing to authors the copy
right of their works had been passed by Congress 
in 1790, he was not, owing to various circum
stances, without a measure of distrust as to the 
security of his rights; and this dis~rust was fully 
justified by subsequent developments. In Octo
ber, 1794, he was informed by the London pub
lisher (Stockdale) of a Geography just then 
published by three persons confined in N ewgate 
prison. This was no other than Winterbotham's 
Geography. . The book was reprinted in New 
York, by John Reid, aln English bookseller. It 

• 

turned out that six hundred pages, out of the two 
thousand which the work contained, were copied 
verbatim from Morse's American Geography, 

• 
being nearly the whole of that work. Belknap, 
Jefferson, and several other American authors, 
shared a like fate; but Morse was the only one 
who did not consent to pass over the offence in 
silence. He felt that it was a duty that he owed 
to the public not less than to himself to test the 
efficiency of the copy-right law. He therefore 
commenced a suit immediat~ly, having for his 
counsel James Kent (afterwards Chancellor of 
New York) and Alexander Hamilton, the latter 

• 
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, 

of whom kindly proffered his services in the 
following note: 

, 

" NEw YORK, January 4, 1795. 
"To the Rev. .J. 1\'[orse, D. D. Sir: You will eonfer a 

favour upon me to allow me to render you the little service 
which may be in my power on the present occasion, and without 
compensation. Be assmed ib will give me real pleasure, and 
let that be my recompense. 

1\'[1'. Kent and I have conferred on your affair. It is neces
sary for us to see the book in question, in orc1el' to a safe 
opinion. Can one bo hac11 , 

" With respect and esteem, 
" Your obedient servant, 

• 
• "ALEXANDER HA1\'[ILTON," 

The book was sent as requested; but, before 
prosecuting his claim, the author made amicable 
overtures to the offending party, through his 
friend, Mr. Noah Webster, which, however, were 
rejected. About the same time he r,eceived a 
letter from Stockdale, the London Publisher, in-

I forming him that the London quarto and octavo 
editions of his American Geography 'would not 
all be sold for some years, "owing to that vil-

• 
lainous N ewgate compilation," adding,~' If you 
can prevent its publication in America" by all 
means do it, as it will injure your work greatly.'" 

The case, ·after having undergone considerable 
delay in the Oourts, was finally decided in April, 
1798, to Dr. Morse's entire satisfaction. There 

, 

were allowed to him the nett profits arising from 
the sale of seventeen hundred copies of the' first 
volume of his Geography, equal to the number 
of copies of Winterbotham's Geography that had 

19 

• 
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been sold. But as it was not 80 much damages as 
the establishment of a principle, fixing literary 
property on a firm basis, that \he contended for, 
he flfterwarcls consented to take les::! thl1n half 
the sum proposed by the Clerk of tho Oourt as a 
fair settlement, and even allowed Reid to sell the 
eleven hundred copies of his book which remained 
on hand, notwithstl1nding the Oourt had ruled 
to the contrary to this generous act he was 
prom pted from hearing that the man who had 
thus wantonly I1ssailed his rights, had I1n. ami
able, deserving family, who would suffer by an 
infliction of the whole penalty imposed by the 
verdict. The principle established by this law
suit was one of great importance; and the case 
has ever since been recognized as a precedent, 
securing to authors the benefit of the copy-right 
la,w. 

One effect of the American Geography abroad 
was to promote immigration to this conntry. 
Accordingly, we find the Rev. 'William Wells, of 
-Bromsgrove, W orcestershire, England, writing 
thus to Dr. Morse, uncler date of September, 1791 : 

• 
• 

'Having read your Abridgment of American. Geography, I 
take the liberty of addressillg you this letter. I am a Pro
testtmt Dissenting minister, he)? a boarding school for boys, 
and occupy a little farm. I have also a large family of my 
own. I have long talked of going to America. My reasons 
for wishing to remove from England are the enormous burden 
-of public and .parochial taxes, the corrupt system of govern
. ment, and the resentment and bitterness raised against Dis
,senters by the late Birmingham riots." 
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In another letter, bearing date January, 1792, 
Mr. Wells says: 

"Stockdale has published an edition of your Geography, 
which I have,.. a v::tluable book and much reacl. A gentleman 
of distinction for abilities, character and fortune in this neigh
bourhood, tells his children ' Study the book, as North America 
is the place you will probably go to.' People here are on tiptoe 
to be gone, anu were some few t,o lead the way, and give a gooel 
account of things, multitudes would follow." 

The year after the date of this letter, Mr. 
Wells came over with his family, and established 
himself at Brattleboro', V t. He Wfl,S the father 
of the ]fl,te 'William Wells, for many years a clis
tinguished publisher and booksGller in Boston. 

Some other Dissenting ministers addressecl 
him in a similar strain, in behalf not only of 
themselves, but their friends, who were strongly 
preclisposed to fincl a home in this country, from 
the ideas in respect to it which his GeogJ'llphy 
had communicated to them. 

The Americfl,n Gazetteer was consiclerecl incom
plete without H, seconcl volume, which, shoulcl 
embrfl,ce the other three-qufl,rters of the Globe. 
But this requirecl an fl,mount of labour which he 

• 

coulcl not unclertake, unassisted, in addition to 
, 

his professional engagements and numerous other 
cares already devolved upon him; but, happily, 
he was allowed to put in requisition the aid of 
his friend, the Rev. Dr. Elijah Parish, of .Byfield, 
who was every way competent to such a service. 
Accordingly, the Gazetteer of the Eastern Oonti
nent was in due time completed; and in 1802 it 

, 

• 
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was published as the joint, production of the two 
men. In 1804 they published a second and re
vised edition of the first volume, or American 
Gazetteer, and in 1808, of the second volume, or 
Gazetteer of the Eastern Oontinent. 

A fourth edition, of three thousand copies, of 
the American U nivorsal Geography was pub
lished in 1801; and in 1805, a fifth edition of 
five thousand copies; both without being much 
enlarged, but enriched with new matter, to the 
exclnsionof what had becomo obsolete or less 
important. The sale of this work, from its 

• 

,first Dublication, had been about one thousand 
~ 

copies a year; and in the fall of 1810, he issued-
a printed Oircular which he scattered among 
intelligent men throughout the country, request
ing of them geographical information in aid of a 
sixth edition. This edition was published in 
due time, and !tlso consisted of five thousand 

• copIes. 
• 

In its preparation Dr. Morse was assisted by 
Sereno E. Dwight, Esq., then just admitted to 
the Bar in New Haven, but afterwards Pastor of 
the Park Street Ohurch, Boston. Mr. Dwight 
had been for some time gathering and arranging 
materials for a work on Geography, intending to 
complete and publish it in his own name. Dr . 

• 
Morse, having become apprised of this, proposed 

. to him that the materials thus collected, with 
some others which he himself would furnish, 
should be moulded iuto fl, new edition, which 
should still bear his own name. To this pro' 

-
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posnI Mr. Dwight cheerfully gave his consent; 
and the work was thus ultimately written, much 
a.fter the plan of the Geography of Pinkerton. 
There. were some doubtful points to be settled in 
respeot to the publication, partly between the 
authors and the publishers; but their views 
were at last entirely harmonious. The time oc
cupied in preparing the work was about fourteen . 
months from December, 1810 to January, 1812; 
and during nearly the whole of this period Mr. 
Dwight gave to it not, less than ten hours a day. 
His name would have appeared on the title page, 
if he had not particularly l:equested that it should 
be withheld, on the ground that it would be un
favourable to his profe&sional prospects to have 
the impression get abroad that he was not ex
clusi vely devoted to the Law. In a letter ad
dretlsed by Mr. Dwight to Dr. Morse, 26 May, 
1812, he says: 

"Your generous approbation of the part of the Geography 
executed by me, is extrcmcly gratifying to my feelings. I also 
freely acknowledge that without the assistu.ncc furnished by 
you, particularly in the American volume and in Hassel's 
'rabIes, the undertaking on my part would hlwe been hopeless." 

Mr. Dwight subsequently prepared for the 
author an A.bridgment of this Geography, in an 
octavo volume of five hundred pages, of which 

• 

nn edit.ion of three thousand copies was published 
in 1814. 

From this period, or perhaps a little earlier, . 
nearly the whole labour of editing Dr. Morse's 
principu.l geographical works was devolved on 
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his son, Mr. Sidney E. Morse. He rewrote the 
duoc1ecimo School Geography in 1820, the octavo 
Geography in 1822, and, in connection 'With his 
brother, Mr. Richard C. Morse, the ,Universal 
Gazetteer, in one royal octftVO volume in 1823. 
He also prepared the Atlases to accompany all 
these works. 

A year or two before his death, Dr. Morse 
amused himself with the preparation of a 24, mo. 
Geography for SIDftU children, which was pub
lished, and was highly spoken of by those who 
u'sed it. This was the last of his geographical 
works. 

After Dr. Morse's death, his son continued to 
prepare new editions of the School Geogrn,phy; 
and having invented ft mode of engraving, adapted 
especially to the production of plates for printing 

. maps, in connection with type, under the common 
printing press, he applied the new art, named 
Cerography, to the illustration of a School Geo" 
graphy, which was published in 1844 by th€l 
Harpers. The cheapness of the book, in connec
tion with its great value, gave it at once an 
immense circulation. More than one hundred 

• 

thousand copies were put into the markot during 
the first year, and the work continued to be 
disposed of at this rate, for a number of years. 
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HIS I.JABOURS IN OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF AUTHORSIDP. 

Closely allied to a taste for Geography is the 
taste for History; and the two were united in 
Dr. Morse. Hii:l Geography of course embodied 
a large amount of historic material; but he had 
collected a much larger amount, and had formed 
the purpose, which, however, was, in greti,t mea
sure defeated by death, of giving to the world 
the full benefit of his researches in this depart. 
ment. 

Dr. Morse's first distinct historical publication 
dates back to about the commencement of the 
present century. By request of Thomas Dobson, 
the Philadelphia publiAher, he wrote the article, 
New England, in the supplement of the Ameri
can edition of the Encyclopedia Bri'ta~ca in 
1801. The article attracted much attclltion 
in literary circles, and a wish was expressed by 
several prominent individuals that it Inight be 
republished in a volume by itself. Accordingly, 
with Mr. Dobson's consent, and the editorial as
sistnnce of the Hev. Elijah Parish, it was revilOed, 

. enlarged, divided into chapters, and issued frum 
the press early in the litH of 1804, in a duodecimo 
volume of three hundred eighty-eight pages, with 
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the title: " A Compendious History of New Eng
land, designed for Schools u,nd Private Families. 
Bv Jedidiah Morse, D. D., and Elijah Parish, 

~ 

A. M." This work was very favourably received, 
and reached its third edition in 1820 . 

• 

In the fall of 1806 the Rev. Benjamin Tnun-
bull, D. D., the Historian of Connecticut, made 
overtures to Dr. Morse to continue and complete 
the History of the United States, in the prepara
tion of which he (Dr. T.) had already engaged. 
He was disposed to listen to the proposal, and, on 
consulting his friend, J olm Adams, on the subject, 
he received from him a letter containing valuable 
historical information which concludes thus: 

, 
"I cannot pretend to any extraordinary knowledge of the 

history of this eouutry, or of what a General History of it ought 
to contain; nor is my letter written with sufficient care for 
publication. But as this is equally true of every other thing 
of mine that has been published, you are quite at liberty to 
make whatever use of this you please. My life has passed in 
too much hurry to allow me to keep any thing nine years or 
nine minutes under correction. '1'he task you have undertaken 
is very arduous, but if any industry can accomplish it, you will 
bc more adequllte to it than any other mlln I know. My house, 
library, lettors, written or received, shall be open to you, as 
well as any papers I possess, whenever you please. You will 
find them indeecl rlldis indigestaque moles, and enough to try 
the patience of Job; but whether they will, after all, be of 
much usc to you, I doubt." 

• 

Notwithstanding Dr. Morse was, from the first, 
disposed to entertain Dr. Trumlmll's proposal 
favourably, so mueh t.ime passed before he re
sponded to it definitely, that his friend grew im-
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patient, and b(~gan to think that he must put in 
requisition the services of some other person. 
At length, however, Dr. Morse gave a definite 
answer in the affirmative. But the burden of 
cares, which he found it impossible to throw off, 
kept him from doing any thing to"\vards the fulfil
ment of his purpose for several years. In 1809 
subscription papers were issued for the publica
tion of the first volume, which had already been 
written. by Dr. Trumbull. 'rhe mftnuscript was 
submitted, through Dr. Morse, to Mr. Adftms, 
who, after carefully reading it, with eyes tha.t 
were scarcely able to perform their office, re
turned it with the strongest expressions of appro
bation. The next year (1810) the first volume 
was published under Dr. Morse's auspices, and, 
by Dr. Trumbull's request, he retained the papers 
relating to the remainder of the JIi!3tory, which 
had been previously deposited with him. Several 
other eminent men were requested to carry 
forward the work, but none of them could be 

• 

induced to undertake it. 
Here the matter rested sev~l'al years longer. 

In 1815, being partially relieved from other cares, 
Dr. Morse yielded to the desire, still expressed, 
that he woulu himself undertake to write the 
History. Accordingly, he applied to several 
eminent men, among whom were John Jay, Mr. 
Wilberforce, and John Adams, for further mate-

• 

rial in aid of his undertaking; and from Mr. 
Adams he received several letters of great inte
rest, which he was able to turn to good account. 

• 
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But the work for which those letters were soli
cited, was again unavoidably postponed, though 
the purpose to prepare and ultimately issue it, 
was still firmly, adhered to. After his removal 
to New Haven, he compiled a History of. the 
American Revolution, which was published,' of 
which the letters of Mr .. Adams, above referred 
to, form a part. In the Preface he SILYS, " The 

. Compiler of this work is pledged to complete the 
history of the United States, begun by the late 
venerable Dr. Trumbull. He intends, should his 
life and health be prolonged, to fulfil his engage-

, 

ment in three or four volumes, in the course of as 
many years." r:rhis was written on the 4th of 
October, 1824, less than two year.s before his 
death. His purpose in respect to the continua
tion of Trumbull's History he did not live to ac-
complish. '. 

Besides the Geographical and Historical works 
referred to in this chapter and the Ono immedi
ately preceding, Dr. Morse published the follow
ing, some of which have alren,dy b,een noticed 
in connection with the, events that called them 
forth: 

• 

A Sermon at Chl1rlestown on the Death of Richard 
CUtry, Esq. ____ .......... _ ,. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ ...... ___ .. a.o ............. 

A Thl1uksgiving Sermon at Charlestowll_ _ _ _ __ _ 
A Sermon at Charlestown 011 the death of tho 

Hon. Thomas Russell ____________________ _ 
A Sermon at Charlestown on the Death of tho 

Hon. JILmes Russell 
--~--------------------

A Sermon at Charlestown on the Natiolll11 Fast __ 
A Sermoll at Concord before the Freemasons' 

1790 
1795' 

1796 

1798 
1798 

Lodge - - ___________ .. _~~. ________________ 1798 

• 
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A Thanksgiving Sermon at Charlestown _____ ,,_ _ 1798 
A Serm011 at Charlestown on the National FasL _ 1799 , 

An Address to the Students of Phillips Academy, 
Andover ___ - - - - - ,,_ . - - _____________ ,,_ _ _ _ _ 1799 

A Scrmon at Chn,rlestowll on the Death of 'Wash-
in,~ton _ ..... __ .. A _ •• ~ .. _ ...... __ .... _ ......... _ '" __ .... _.. .... 1800 

~, 

All Introductory Address at tho Dcdication of the 
Baptist Meeting-house, Charlestown _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1801' 

A Ser1110n at Boston before the Massachusetts 
Humane Society __________________________ 1801 

A Sermon at Boston before the Ancient and 
Honourable Artillery Company_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1803 

A Serlllon at Marblehead at the Ordination of 
Hezekiah May _ - - _" _____ " ___ " ___ " _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1803, 

True Reasons on which the Election of a Hollis 
Professor of Divinity in Harvard Conege was 
Opposed at the Bom·a of Overseers _" _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1805 

A Serlllon at Charlestown on the Death of Mrs. 
Mary Russell _______ • ,, __ . ____ ,, __ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1806, 

A Se1'1110n before the Managers of' the Boston 
Female Asylum _________________ . ________ 1807 

A Sel'll10ll at Boston at the Ordination of J'osluHt 
H ulltington ___ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ " ________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1808 

A Sermon at Boston on the Anniversary of the 
, Abolition of the Slave Trade _______________ 1808 

A Sermon at Boston before the Society for Propa
gating the Gospel among the IndiallS and others 
in N Ol'th A merien. __ ~ _ " ______________ " _ _ _ _ 1810 

A Sermon at Boston before the Massachusetts 
Convention of Congregational Ministers ____ " 1812 

A Sermon at Chnrlestowll on n day of Fasting 
and Prayer in conscquenee of a Declaration of 
War with Great Britain __________ .. _________ 1812 

,An Appeal to the Public in respect to the I{evolu-
tion in Hl]'l'Vard College, and the events which 
have followed it _________________ '. _______ 1814 

A Sermon hefore the Society for Foreign Mis-
sions in Boston and the vicinity _. ______ . _ _ _ _ 1815 
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, 

A Sermon at West Brookfield at the Ordination 
of Eliakim Phelps _______ ._~ ______ . _______ 1816 

A Sennon at Springfield before the American 
BOl1l'c1 of' Commissioners for lforeign Mitisions. _ 1821 

Report to the Secretary of' vVal' of the United 
States on Inc1inn Aflhirs, with a Tour amOllg 
the Indians in 1820 .. ____ .. ____ ____ ____ ____ 1822 

• 

• 

• 



.. 
VI. 

l':f.rs LABOURS IN CoNNECTION WITH THE POLITICS OF 

HIS DAY AND OTHER KINDRED SUBJEOTS. 

Dr. Morse, though a minister of the Gospel, and 
deeply sensiGle of his obligations as a minister, 
was not unmindful of the relations he sustained 
lLS a citizen, and he thought it fitting that he 
should recognize those relations by correspond
ing acts. Besides, a considerable portion of his 
ministry fell into a period of high political excite
ment, when great questions involving the 
nation's weal or woe were in the process of being 
settled; and, as he regarded these questions as 
having a vital bearing upon the religious interests 
of the country, he could not conscientiously re
main passive in respect to them. Accordingly, he 
did not hesitate to avow his opinions openly and 
boldly, though at the expense of incurring no 
small degree of party odium. He was an earnest, 
outgpoken Federalist; a staunch advocate for the 
administmtions of Washington and John Adams, 
and in full sympathy with the views of Jay and 
Hamilton. The first important political measure 
mentioned in his correspondence, is the well 
known Treaty with Great Britain, known as 
Jay's Treaty, by which points of dispute, threaten
ing war, were amicably adjusted. The Treaty, 

20 

• 
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after being discussed and adopted by the Senate 
in secret session, was ratified by the President, 
and published as a law early in the summer of 
1795. On the 12th of August, he writes to his 
father thus concerning it: 

"The Treaty which many chiefly J acobins do not like, 
has created much heat and fever among us, without auy just 
cause. It is, and I doubt not will some months hence be 
acknowledged to be, a blessilig to our country, especially as it 
secures to 118 thc continuance of Peace, which could not have 
been preserved on other terms., The opposers of the Treaty 
Imve behaved as men do when in a violent passion. Reason 
,and truth h:we had little to do in their proceedings, and the 
thinking ones among them begin to be ashamed of their conduct. 
Our dependence is on the stability and good sense of the yeo
manry of the land, who, I am happy to learn from various 
quarters, are disposed to confide in their rulers. In the sea· 
ports there will always be 1110bs at thc beck of artful dema. 
gogues." 

Of this last remark a practical illustration was 
furnished shortly after in connection with his 
own experience. On a certain evening the effigy 
of Mr. Jay was burnt 'by a tumultuous assemblage 
on Charlestown Square; and Dr. Morse happened, 
~t the time, to be at Judge Gorham's, before 
whose door the tragic farce was enacted. Against 
the better judgment of his friends, but in obedi
ence to his own patriotic impulses, he went out 
to remonstrate with the mob; but scarcely had 
he made his appearance there, when a blow on 
the head from a brickbat rendered it necessary 
that he should be taken home. He was not, 
however, seriously injured. One of his friends, 
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who' called to ascertain the extent of the injury, 
inquired if his brain was hurt; to which he 
replied,. "No, if I had had any brains, I should 
not have been there." 

In January, 1798, he writes thus to Dr. Erskine 
of Edinburgh: 

" As the war is likely to be continued in Europe, I fear that, 
notwithstanding thc upright and strietly neutral conduct of our 
Governmcnt towards the belligerent powers, we shall be forced 
into it. The }I're11eh treat us shamefully, anu seem determined 
either to subject us to their influence and control, which they 
never can do, or to plunge us into the war. They have a 
busy, intriguing and unprincipled party among us, which, 
though numorous, is, I hope, diminishing. They would saCl'i
fice frecdom, government, independence, all that is dcaI', 'to serve 
France. Our Colt1missioners for Peace we have little eXIJecta
tion will succeed. Should thcy be sent home unsuccessful, I 
see nothing but disgl'tlce and war before us, l'he policy of 
Franco, from om first connection with that insidious nation, is 
now pretty fully understood among the enlightened and un
prejudiced of our citizens, whom now I think it is impossible 
for them to deceive. l 'hey can and will disquiet us through 
the inflncnce of their pltl'ty in this country, but I trust they 
will not hc permitted to subvert our excellent Government. 
The prejudices of the American people against Grettt Britain 
are subsiding, amI now is tho time to do them away foro vel', 
anrl to cemont our national union by a just, upright and friendly 
conduct. " 

On tho 9th of May, 1798, he preached a Fast 
Sermon, which was printed; and, on the 29th of 
November following, a Thanksgiving Sermon, 
which was also printed. To the latter there was 
an elaborate Appendix, in illustration of some 
parts of the Discourse, "exhibiting proofs of the 
early existence, progress and deleterious effects 

, 
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of French intrigue and influence in the United 
• 

States." The Discourse, including the Appen-
dix, was written with great ability and char
acteristic fervour, and drew forth many testimo
nies of high approbation from distinguished men, 
of which the following are a specimen. 

General "V n.shington, in a letter dn.ted Mount 
• 

Vernon, February 28, 1799, writes thus: 

"The letter with which you were pleased to. fa,vour me, 
dated the 1st instant, accompanying your Tlmnksgiving Ser
mon, came duly to hand. For the latter I pray you to acccpt 
my thanks. I have read it and the Appendix with 11leasure, 
and wish the latter at least could meet a more general circula. 
tion than it probably will have; as it contains importltnt infor
mation as little known out of a small circle as the dissemina
tion of it would be useful, if spread through the community." 

, 

I 
The Ron. Dwight Foster, United States Sena-

tor from Massachusetts, writes thus from Phila-
delphia on the 6th of February: 

" The valuable information the Discourse contains will be of 
great service in the present situation of affairs in the United 
States. Somc gentlemen here are desirous to have it more 
generally circulated. Members of Congress from the South 
wish for copies to send to their constituents. A large number 
could be disposed of immediately in Virginia and elsewhere, if 
sent to this place." 

• 

The Ron. Robert Goodloe Harper, of Mary-
land, at that time the Federal leader in the House 
of Representatives, says, in a letter dated the 
14th of February: 

" The Appendix contains much curious and im})ortant matter, 
fully confirming the doctrines long contended for by the sup-
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porters of the American OoYel'l1ment, and highly worthy of 
attention at all times, and ospecinlly at the present. Having 
been requested to collect the most valuahle tracts .on American 
aif(til'S for the usc .of a gentleman high in office in Englnnd,· I 
me(l,n Sir Willittm Seott, Judge .of the Admiralty, I have tnken 
the liberty .of adding yeurs te the number. I intend alse to 
prevail on our printers to repuhlish it." 

The Sermon gained a wide circulation. Though 
thirteen hundred copies were originally printed, 
a second edition was issued in the course of a few 

• 

months; anu, through the generous contribu~ion 

of several gentlemen in Boston, a copy was sent 
gratuitously to every clergyman in Massachu-

, 

setts. Ml' . John Lang, the well known edi tor 
of the New York Gazette, pronounced the Dis-

• 

course the best he had met with on the subject 
of our controversy with France, aud expressed 
the opinion that the information containeu in the 
110tes was deserving of the widest circulation
he requested, therefore, that' he might be per
mitted to republish the entire pamphlet in his 
paper. To this Dr. Morse consented, and, accord-

• 

ingly, the Sermon, with the Appendix, appeared 
••• • 

111 SIX succesSIve numbers. 
But the political and religious bearings of the 

question of French influence were so intertwined 
that it was not easy to separate them; and, ou 
both grounds, he resisted that influence with aU 
the energy of his nature. In his prmted Thanks
giving Sermon of '95, he condemns. the French 

• 

Revolution as at once the offspring of Infidelity 
and the means of its growth. In January, 1797, 
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Dr. Erskine, of Edinburgh, informed him of an 
organized effort in Europe for the extirpation of 
Christianity. He says: 

" A Society. was created fir~t under the lHlllle of the ' Illu
minati; , and, when they had been prohibited undor that name, 
they found means, under the name· of the German Uuion, to 
get control of the greater part <'If tho literary juuruahl, periodi
cal publications, circulating librarics, and roadillg 0111b8, nay, 
evon of printors al1l1 booksellers through GOl'll1lLny, so as to 
prevent, as. much as po~sible, the sale and spread of pieces of 
any ability, in which the doctrines of trne Chl'iHtianity were 
defended." He adds,· "Full accounts of these artificeR have 
been published in thc In:;t tcn ymml of '1'hc laLost }1'aots in 
regard to Religion,' a work which, for nineteen years, has 
been carried on by Koostcr, ·a worthy ProfesR!w at Giessen, 
from which anel other nmtcl'ials a learncd gentleman he1'c is 
preparing an ~Iccoun t of these 111llnoonvres." 

The wod\: here referred to was by Professor 
Robison of Edinburgh, aDCl was entitlerl "Proof's 
of a Conspiracy against all the Religions and 
Governments of Europ,e," carried on in the secret 
meetingA of Freemasons, Illuminati, and Reading 
Societies, collected from good authoritieR. It was 
first published in Scotland in the fall of 1797, 
and such was the interest which it aWl1kened 
that the whole of the first edition was sold within 

• 

a few days. It was sent immediately to this 
country, and published. almost simultaneously in 
New York and Philadelphia. The work came 
into Dr: Morse's hands first in April, 1798, and 
he read it with great eftgerness and interest. In 
the Fast Sermon which he. preached and pub
lished in Mny following, he says: 

• 

• 
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" There are too many evidences that this order (of Illuminati) 
has had its lJranches established in Rome form or other, and its 
emissaries secretly at work in this country for several years 
past. From their private papers which have been discovered 
and arc now publi8hec1, it appeal's that, as early as 1786, 
they had several Societies in America. And it is well known 
that ~ome men, high in office, hnvc expressed sentiments accor
d::Lllt to the principles and views of this Society," 

Some of the Society of Freemasons found 
fau1t with his commendatory remarks upon the 
book, but, 011 becoming, satisfied that they were 
not implicated in the charge of conspiracy, they 
withdrew their censure as unfounded. 'rhe very 
next month he preached before the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts a Sermon which "vas printed 
by their request; and he afterwards recei vecl 
from them more than one token of good-,yill. 

The book ,,,as denounceu uy many as contain
ing charges that had 110 foundation except in the 
illiberal fLnd enthusiastIc brain that generated 
them; and those who accepted and recommended 
it were stigmatized as the victims of cherished 
prejudice 01' a pitiable credulity. Dr. Morse f<;lt 
that he owed to himself and the public a vindi
cation of his course in respect to the matter; 
and, accordingly, in the RUmmel' of 1798, he 
wrote [l.ncl published in the Massachusetts Mer
cury, a Boston newspaper, half it dozen articles, 
in which he presented the case with great clear
ness and fulness. In the fourth number he says: 

" I have the bCHt authority to support me in the assertion that 
not a few of the most distinguished, respectable and wort,hy 
men among us, in civil as well as ecclebiltsticltllife, have given , 
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credit and approbation to the book in question, in regard to 
those parts of it, and for the purposes for which I have recom. 
mended it, Among these Professor Tappan and President 
Dwight, have published their sentiments." 

On t.he 25t.h of April, 1799, he preached 
another Fast. Sermon, which was also printed, in 
which he dwells at. length upon some of the ap
palling features of the times. Particularly he 
discourses at large UpOl~ the Secret Societies in 
the United States, the number of which he had 
ascertained to be fourteen; and in a Note he 
copies the Const.itution, their insignia, symbols, 
ciphers, &c., Inarks their agency in promoting 
political dissensions in the land, and charges that 
among the mischief.':l plotted is the destruction of 
the Clergy. The apprehensions which he felt 
were shared by many eminent men, both ill this 
country and in Europe. 

To the Rev. Dr. Nisbet, President of Dickinson 
College, Carlisle, Pa., he writes under date of 
April 4, 1800: 

. "I feel myself flattered, consoled and supported by your 
approbation of my political creed, and by your opinion that it 
is sufficiently established by my Appendices. These publica. 
tions have subjected me to much abuse from the J acoLins, 
whicl1, however, does not make me uneasy, as I suffer in a gooel 
causo and in good company." 

The following is all extract from a letter ad
dressed to him by the Rev. Dr. Gordon, under 
date of May 8, 1799 : 

" It is indeed an age of Revolutions in which our lot is cast. 
My quietus is, The Lord 1'eigncth j let the eal'th 1'ejoice. I con· 

• 
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sale myself with this, that the several Powers and Governments 
at w:tr are permitt~d agents for the n,ccomplishment of the 
Divine purpose. The several Powers of Europe, laid in the 
bahtnce, one against anot,her, may be nearly equally corrupt, 
though the individuals of one lllay exceed those of others. As 
to the great body of the French, I qonsiC!er them as an unprin
cipled set of mortals, who think nothing about moral evil, 01' 

, 

who, if they do, think they may do eyil, if good can como of it. 
I have kpown my friend Gerry, fro111 an .early period of the 
American struggle for liberty, and haye a good opinion both of 

• 

his abilitics and his integrity. I am glad to finel tliitt the public 
opinion respecting hilll has changed considerably for the better. 
I am also glad that the insidious designs of the French and 
their party in your country arc daily coming to light. I wish 
the American Government wisdom to prevent internal disturb
ances; but 1. free discussion of public measures must be al
lowcd, 01' freedom will go into a rapid de dine. As there arc a 
number of Societies of Illulllinees in your country, I am glad 
you have received indubitable proofs of their existence, amI a 
pril1teu list of the nallles of the officers andlllembers of them, 
signeu oHicifLlly in the hand-writing of their Secretary. The 
communication would seem to indicate a conviction that there 
is nothing wrong alllong them, but does not remove my suspi
cion, especially as it is composed partly of Americans, but 
chiefly of French emigrants, and some from five or six different 
European nations." 

• 

Mr. Jay writes to him, under date of 30th of 
January, 1799 : 

• 

" Infidelity has become a political engine, afarming both by 
the force and the extent of its operations. It is doubtless per
mitted to be used for wise ends, though we do not clearly 
disc em them. ·Whel} those ends are accomplished, it will be 
laid aside. Much ill use has been and will yet be made of 
Secret Socicties. I think with you that they should not be 
encouraged. and that the most virtuous and innocent among 
them woulcl do well to concur in their suspension for the 
pres en t. " 
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Three months later he writes thus: 

"The facts which you have given to the public, relrttive 
to the conduct of France in our Revolution, a8 woll as your 
strictures on tho design and intriguos of the ] lluminees, have, 
to It certain extent, boon useful they havo made proper 
impressions on many sedate and eandidmen, hut I suspeot they 
havo detached very few of the disciplined adherents of the 

" 

I)Ul'ty. " 

In July, 1799, Professor Ebeling wrote him a 
letter condemning the" Proofs of Conspiracy ;"_ .. 
a fact which Presidont Dwight accounted for on 
the ground that Ebeling's tendencies were far 
from being in an evangelical direction. Some 
ill-disposed person, who overheard him read this 
letter, carried a report of it to Hartford, which 
was printed in the American Mercury of the 26th 
of September, as the substance of the letter itself, 
with abusive representations of the lteverend 
gentlemen to whom it was addressed. Dr. Morse 
publicly pronounced the letter, as thus given, a 
spurious one, and his assertion was supported by 
the published certificate of Professors Tappan 
and Pearson of Harvard College, to whom Pro
fessor . Ebeling's letter had been read, on its 
reception, at the writer's request. 

A fortnight later (9th of October) there ap
peared in the (Worcester) Massachusetts Spy an 
anonymous letter, with this introduction: "A 
gentleman in this State, who has a literary cor
Jespondtmt in Germany, has lately received from 
him the following letter on the subject of Robi
son's Book of Illuminati, &c. A.s that book has 
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been so much the subject of convenmtion, the 
letter may be interesting to 130me of our readers." 
As it 130ems to have been douhted by some 
whether Ebeling was really the author of this 
letter, H, copy of' it was sent to him with the 
inquiry whether he wrote it, and he promptly 
acknowledged its authorship. 

Eady in 1801, a writer in the National Intel
ligence!', assuming that this letter was the one 
addressed to Dr. Morse, boldly charges him with 
falsehood, appealing for proof to the above testi~ 
mony of Professor Ebeling. Meanwhile, the 
person, to whom the authe)1ticated letter was 
addressed, remained unknown. ~rhe secret, how
ever, wa,s soon after revealed through the fol
lowing corresponclenee : 

"CHARLESTOWN, 20 February, 1801. 
"Reverend Sir: You will have observed that the long 

letter (now ascertained to have been from Professor Ebeling) 
which appeared in. the l\1ass~\CllUsetts Spy of the 9th of Octo. 
bel', 1799, from thc uncertainty in l'eRpect to the name of its 
author, and of the person in this State to whom it waH a(lllressecl, 
has been puhlicly' but erroneously asserted to be PnfI'8;'Or 
EiJeUng'8lclte1' fo ?lie. This rendered it necessary for llle at the 
time to make a public denial of it; which, however, seems not 
to have been universally credited. The consequence has been 
a public formal charge of falsehood upon mo, which has been 
cil'cubted extensively in several of' our newspapers, awl has 

• 

occasioneu mo and my friends a good deal of trouble. It would be 
very uasy for tIle POI'S on who received and who holds the original 
of this lett~r, amI who handed it to the printer, to satisfy the 
public, antI to put an end to this unple[J,san~ business; and I 
cl>;arly think it his duty to do it under prosent circulllstances. 

" Now, Sir, it has boen, within a few days, ill£imated to a 
friend of mine, by Mr. Bonjamin Austin Jr., of Boston, that 

• 



240 HIS LABOURS IN CONNEOTION WITH POLITICS. 

this much talked of letter was adc1resRetl to YOlt by Professor 
Ebeling. Where he obtained his inforllHttion, and whether it 
be correct or not, I am unable to say. As it is a matter in 
which my character is implicated, I have to requeRt you to 
inform me, by return of mail, wllether or not the letter afore. 
said, published in the Massachusetts Spy of 9th of Octobm', 
1799, was in fact written to you by Professor Ebeling, and 
whether or not you handed it to the IJrinter, for publication. 
Your speedy answer will much oblige 

• 

" Rev. Sir, your most obedient servant, 
"J. MOI'tSE." 

To this communication he received the follow-
mg answer: 

"SALEllf, 21 February, 1801. 
" Rev. Doctor: The letter from Professor Ebeling, as pub. 

lisher1 in the Massachusetts Spy of Oetober, 1799, was addressed 
to me, and printed at my request. 

"WILl,lAM BEN1'LEY." 
"To Rev. JEDIDIAII MORSE, D. D." 

, 

Thus was at length solved the mystery which 
had baffled all efforts at explanation for sixteen 
months. But meanwhile he had been subjected 
to the offensive imputation of having printed in 
the newspaper a letter hastily -written by Pro
fessor Ebeling, and by no means intended for 
pUblication. He had also been compelled to vin
dicate himself publicly against the charge of 
falsehood. This he did in .a series of :five articles 
in the Boston Independent Ohronicle, commen
cing 16th of February, 1801. It was a gratify
ing circumstance that, during this unpleas!tllt 
controversy, his amicable relations with Profess.or 
Ebeling remained unimpaired. 



• 

HIS LABOURS l~ CONNECTION WITH POLITICS. 241 

Dr. Morse preached a Sermon commemorative . 
of Washington on the 31st of December, 1799, 
which, together with a Biographical sketch from 
his pen and the Farewell Address of the Father 
of his country, was printed, at the expense of 
the town, in a pamphlet of a hundred and forty. 
six pages, octavo. Each family in the town was 
furnished with a copy. 

About the beginning of the present century 
Dr. Morse engaged actively in the establishment 
of a new paper,. in the Federal interest, in 
Boston, the New England Papadium. Dr. 
Dwight writes him, 7 November, 1800: 

" Mr. Dutton will undertake the business (of Editor) on the 
terms proposeJ. >ii' * * I have conversed with Lieutenant 
Governor J. Smith, Messrs. Daggett, J. C. Smith, Goodrich 
and Theodore Dwight, for the express purpose of contributing 
as literary men. All will heartily unite in the design, and will 
furnish their quota, so far as their business will permit. I have 
conversed with many other gentlemen, all of whom think it of 
high importance to our well-being, and will lend it their whole 
countenance and support. I have applied to no person for aid 
who has not promised it; and Mr. Goodrich and my brother 
told me that, without any doubt, their friends in Hartford will 
aid the de~ign by their contributions. Mr. Goodwin (Editor 
of the Courant) told me, he and his partncr will aid the sub
scription heartily and republish from the pU1Jer with the utmost 
pleasure. " 

Mr. Oliver W olcott writes from Washington, 
under date of 28th of November: 

" I will with pleasure contribute all in my power to the suc
cess of the Palladium, and doubt not but the officers of Govern
ment will make it the medium of their communications with 
the people." 

21 
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In the printed proposnJs, the intention of the 
paper is declared to be "to support the Govern
ment, morals, religion and state of society in our 
coulltry in general, and particularly the institu
tions and state of society in New England; to 
defend these on the one hand, and on the other 
to expose Jacobinism in every form, both of 
principle and practice, both of philosophisl1l and 
of licentiousness." . 

Tofu,cilitate the enterprise, the editors of the 
Mercury, a paper already existing, were induced 

• 

to merge their paper in the new one. The first 
Number was issued on the 2d of January, 1801, 
under the title,·· "The Mercury and New Eng
land Palladium," 

In June, ] 803, Dr. Morse preached the Annual 
Sermon before the Ancient and Honourable Ar
tillery Company in Boston, which was published. 
It consists of a comprehensive and elog uen t sketch 
of New EnglanclHistory, including an account 
of the origin, object and services of the Artillery 
company, and followerl by n,n earnest enforce~ 
ment of the obligations resting upon the descend
ants of such worthy ancestors. In a letter to 
the Rev. Dr. Lyman, written the day after the 
Sermon was preached, he says: 

"Yesterday I relieved myself of considerable anxiety. I 
have endeavoured to discharge my duty. I leave the result. 
When I tell you that I preached a discourse seventy-two min
utes long, you will suppose that it must at lea~t 1m ve cost me 
some labour to correct it. It is over and I am glall. Now for 
the Ordination Sermon week after next" (preached at the 

, 
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Ordination of the Rev. Hczckiah May, and printed) "then I 
shall be worn down sufficiently for a journey." 

Dr. Morse retained through life a deep Interest 
in every thing pertaining t.o the civH well· being 
of the country. The Wal' with Great Britain of 
1812-15 he regarded as unjustifiable and Ullneces
sary, and did not hesitate to speak out his mind 
in relation to it, both in private and in public. 
He, however, never cDunselled extreme mea
sures, and had no sympathy with any thing like 
conspiracy or revolt. Indeed, his views of that 
scene of national agitation and turmoil were in 
substantial harmony with those of much the 
larger portion 0'£ the Congregational clergy of 
New Engla,nd. From the foundation of the Go
vernment his political proclivities were always 
in the same direction. 

• 

, 

• 
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VII. 

lIrs DOMESTIC AND SOCIAL RELATIONS. 

Dr. Morse was eminently favoured in respect 
to his parentage and early training. Both of his 

• 

parents were persons of more than ordinary in~ 
telligence, and of high moral and Christian 
character, and the estimation in which his father 
was held was sufficiently indicated by the vari
ous posts of honour and responsibility assigned 
to him by his fellow citizens. From his earli
est childhood there scems to have existed, be~ 
tween the father and the son, an unusually affec
tionate intimacy, marked by the most thought~ 
ful and loving care on the one side, and the most 
reverent, confiding and obedient spirit on the 

• 

other. From the son's earliest intellectual de-
velopments, through the whole course of his 
education, and a large part of his subsequent 
protracted career of honourable usefulness, the 
father and the son were constantly kept informed 
of each other's circumstances, and were not only 
sharers but helpers of one another's joy. It 
may be doubted whether a domestic atmosphere 
could be found, more favourable to the healthful 
growth of both the mind and the hear-t, than 
that in which Jedidiah Morse passed his earliest 

• 
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years, and received the impulse that gave direc,,:" 
tion to his whole life. 

In due time, this man, so highly favoured in 
respect to early domestic influences, came to 
have a family of his own. The lady to whom 
he was married was connected with one of the 
most honoured families of New Jersey, being 
the granddaughter of the venerable President 
Finley, of Princeton College. Her personal 
qualities were every way worthy of her honour
able descent. With a mind naturally quick and 
versatile. and withal subjected to the best cul
ture of the day, she united a most kindly and 
genial spirit, and great simplicity and graceful
ness of manners all under the control of a liv
ing and earnest piety. Her naturally calm and 
considerate turn was a felicitous offset to the: 
more earnest and impulsive habit of her husband; 
and no doubt this very difference of moral con
stitution contributed to their mutual happines8 
and usefulness. She presided over the affairs of 
her household with great dignity and efficiency, 
assuming, in no small degree, the labour and re
sponsibility of providing for their daily wants. 
She was a most watchful and vigorous coadjutor 
with her husband in carrying out the great objects 
of his ministry; and she seemed to regard it as 
hei' chief vocation to share his burdens, and by 
a silent, unobtrusive, and yet energetic influ
ence, to minister to his success. She was, in 
the best sense, a help-meet to him as long as he 
lived it was her privilege to watch around his 
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death bed; and long since have they been re~ 
united to trace the gracious dealings of God's 
providence towards them while they were on 
earth, and perhaps also to give thanks that their 
united infl.uence is still to be recognized in 
moulding the characters of a second and even a 
third generation. 

Dr .. Morse, in respect to his children, was at 
once- one of the most afflicted, and one of the 
most favoured, of me1'l. Of the eloyen who were 
born to him, only throe, namely, Samuel Finley 
Breese, Sidney Edwl1rds and Richard Cary, sur
vived the period of infnl1cy; but those three have 
lived to fullil his best expectations. They are 
all graduates of Yale College, all, in different 
ways, devoted to the best interests of their fellow 
men; and all, as occasion offers, ready to lay 
their offerings of filial reverence and gratitude 
upon their father's grave. It is scarcely neces
sary to sa,y that considerations of delicacy alone 
prevent a more extended notice of them. 

Dr. Morse's social relations, outside tho circle 
of his own kindred, that contributed largely to 
give the complexion to his life, may be said to 
have commenced with his admission to Yale 
College even before that; for Abiel Holmes, 
afterwards the Rev. Dr. Holmes of Cambridge, 
who was, through life, one of his most steadfltst 

• 

friends, was a play-mate of his boyhood. In the 
catalogue of his class in College we find, beside 
the name of Abiel Holmes, the names of Samuel 
Austin, President of the University of Vermont, 
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David Daggett, Ohief Justice of Oonnecticut, John 
Ootton Smith, Governor of Oonnecticut, Richard 
Salter Storrs, a distinguished clergyman of Massa-, , 

chusetts, and various others whom to have known 
, 

was to have esteemed and honoured. With the 
• President of the Oollege, Dr. Stiles, with whom 

he was brought in contact, first as a student, then 
as a graduate, and afterwards as a minister of the 
Gospel, he was on terms of much more than com
mon friendship, and ultimately in habits of very 
free and confidential intercourse. At a later 
period, when he journeyed to the South, he made 
the acquaintance of not a few of the most promi
nent men on his route; among whom were Dr. 
Rodgers, of New York; Ebenezer Hazatd,ofPhila
delphia; Dr. Ramsay and Oharles Ootesworth 
Pinckney, of Oharleston; and last and greatest, 
the Father of his country; and with some of these 
he continued in the most intimftte relations as 
long as he lived. His settlement in OharleAtown 
threw him into a large cIrcle of educated minds 
and noble spirits, to which he became at once 
allied by both his tastes and habits. In addition 
to this, his geographical pursuitB, anel each of 
the various forms of public enterprise or Ohristian 
benevolence to which ho was devoted, enlarged 
the sphere not only of his observation but of his 
acquaintance, and in some instances brol1g.ht him 
into communion witli other classes of minds than 
those with which he had previously been familial" 
With the eminent Professors of all of our then 
existing Theological Seminaries, and most of our 

• 

• 

• 
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Colleges, especially with President Dwight, and 
with nearly all the more distinguished Presby
terian and Congregational clergymen throughout 

• 

the land, he was more or less acquainted, und 
not a few of them were among his intimate friends. 
So also his acquaintance included a htrge portion 
of those who were most prominent in civil life; 
with many of whom he co-operated ill sllstaining 
and carrying forward objects of common interest. 
And there weTO those who knew and honoured 
him scattered all over the world· . some of the 
most illustrious British names, both in Church 

• 

and in State, were of the number and there 
remn.ins awriUen Tecord to show that in their 
intercourse with him they recognized the pre
sence of a master-spirit. His naturally genial 
and. earnest temperament drew him near to the 
hearts of his friends, while his versatile and well 
stored mind, (1ll(lliis facility at applying himself 
successfully to any praise-worthy object, led 
multitudes to seek the privilege and the honour 
of his acq.uaintance. 

It is not to be concealed that the attitude 
which Dr. Morse felt himself ca1lcd upon to 
assume in regard to the prevailing religious 
tendencies in the community in which he 'lived, 
affected materially his relations, not only wit.h a 
considerable port.ion of the ministers, but with 
private members of the Ohurch, and many who 
had no connection with it. There were many 
things not only spoken but written that be
tokened aversion, and even positive alienation; 
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but this is easily accounted for by a reference to 
the principles of human nature, and the para~ 
mount importance that attaches itself to men's 
religious convictions. Most of the generation 
which had to encounter him as an adversary to 
their theological views have passed away; but 
the graphic and beautiful letter of personal recol~ 
lections from Miss Lucy Osgood, which will be 
found farther on in this volume, may he accepted 
as evidence that some at least who did not sym~ 
pathize with Dr. Morse's religious views, were 
still ready to testify their veneration for his 
character. 

• 

\ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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VIII~ 

HIS CORRESPONDENCE. 

Perhaps nothing in connection with Dr. 
Morse's eventful life was more remarkable than 
his Correspondence. It covered a most inter
esting period, both civil and religious, in the 
history of our country; ranging from-the close 
of the Revolution to the close of the first quar
tor of the present contury. During this time 
various changes some of them of momentous 
bearing had occurred in our politica,l concli· 
tion; many difficult questions pertaining to the 
public weal had been earnestly discussed and 
finally settled; and more t!lan once had dark 
clouds settled over the nation that seellled to 
portend appro(\,ching ruin, though, through the 
interposition of Divine Providence, the ruin 
was always averted. Within the same time 
had the Church been aroused to the prosecution 
of her mission in evangelizing the world the 
great missionary enterprise existed at first only 
a,s a glorious conception, then it began to take 
011 a palpable and practical form; and for years 
before thc subject of this Memoir had :finished 
his earthly course, it was moving forward with 
a power and a grandeur, which constituted a 
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certain pledge of its final triumph. As Dr. 
Morse was prominently identified with all 
these great objects and interests, so he was in 
correspondence with nearly all those who had 
most to do in sustaining and directing them. 
There was scarcely a man of note, either in 
Church or State, whose religious or political 
sympathies were in harmony with his own, 
with whom he did not have occasional commu
nications, and, in many instances, they kept up 
a constant and vigorous correspondence. 

Of the many distinguished men whose names 
are found on the list of his correspondents, a 
few only can be mentioned. Among his eleri:
cal correspondents were Drs. Stiles and Dwight, 
Presidents of Yale College; Dr. McKeen, Presi· 
dent of Bowdoin College; Dr. Nott, President 
of Union College; Dr. Davis, President of Mid
cUebury College; Dr. Austin, President of the 
University of Vermont; Drs .. Smith and Green, 
Presidents of the College of New Jersey; Dr. 
Nisbet, President of Dickinson College; Drs. 
Pea,)'son, Griffin, Woods and Rev. Moses Stuart, 
Professors in the Andover Theological Semin
ary; Drs. Miller and Alexander, Professors in , 
.the Princeton Theological Seminary; Dr. Hem
menway, of Wells, Me.; Dr. Buckmillster, of 
Portsmouth, N. H.; Drs. Belknap, Thacher and 
Stillnian, of Boston; Dr. Osgood, of Medford; 
Dr. Spring, of Newburyport; Dr. Parish, of 
Byfield; Dr; Emmons, of Franklin; Dr. 
Cutler, of Hamilton; Dr. Lathrop, of West 

• 
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Springfield; Dr. Worcester, of Salem, Mass.; 
Dr. Trumbull, of North Haven, and Dr. Backus, 
of Somers, Conn.; Drs. Rodgers, Livingston, 
Mason, Abed, Romeyn, Linn and McKnight, 
of the city of New York; Dr. McWhorter, of 
Newark, N. J.; Dr. Hall, of Iredell County, N. 
C.; Drs. Keith, Flinll and Hollingshead, of 
Charleston, S. C.; Dr. Kollock, of Savannah, 
Ga.; and Dr. Blackburn, whose residence was 

• 

chiefly in Tennessee. Among those of his cor-
respondents, who had an honoured name in 
oth er departments of public usefulness, were 
the first four Presidents of the United States; 
Benjamin Rush, Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence; Alexander Hanlilton; Fisher 
Ames; Elias Bouelinot, President of the olel 
Congress; Oliver Wolcott anel Samuel Dexter, 
Secretaries of the Treasury; Timothy pjcl;::

ering, Secretary of War; Robert Goodloe 
Harper, Samuel L. Mitchell, M. D., and Na
thaniel Macon, Members of the U ni ted States 
Senate; Willi"am Plumer, .Governor of New 
Hampshire; Samuel Phillips, Lt. Governor of 
Massachusetts; J olm Cotton Smith and John 
Treadwell, Governors of Connecticut ; James 
Kent, Chancellor of New York, and H. W. 
Desaussure, Chancellor of South Carolina; 
Richard Cranch, Francis Dana, Dwight Fos
ter, John Lowell and Isaac Parker, Judges 
in Massachusetts; Josiah Quincy, distinguished 
Statesman and President of Harvard College; 
David Ramsay, the Historian; Nicholas Pike, 
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the Mathematician; Noah Webster, the Lexi
cographer ; John Trumbull, the Poet; and 
John C. Calhoun, South Carolina's most cher
ished son. Among his distinguished corres
pOl1d?nts abroad. were Professor Ebeling, the 
celebl"atecl Geographer of Hamburg; Dr. John 
Erskine all\d Professor Robinson (author of 

\ 

the celebrated work entitled "Proofs of a , 
Conspiracy," fc.), of Edinburgh; Dr. Ward-
law, of Glrtsgow; Drs. Priestley, Price, Rippon, 
Lettsom (M. D.), of London; William Cobbett, 
the celebrated Zachary Macaulay, and the yet 
more celebrated William Wilberforce. With 
some of them his correspondence was only 
casual and occasional; while, with not a small 
portion of them, it was continued, without 
interruption, through many successive years. 

In looking over this vast collection of let
ters, the first impression that one receives is 
of the wonderful industry and activity of the 
person to whom they. were addressed. Each. 
of these letters, as a general rdle, was either 
an answer to one that he had previously writ
ten, or else it drew an answer from him; and 
hence the whole mass becomes a legitimate 
measure of what he himself accomplished in 
this department of labour. But not on'ly must 
there have been a vast expenditure of time and 
effort in maintaining such a correspondence, 
but the correspondence itself was only an 
auxiliary to the accomplishment of higher 
ends it was one of the means by which his 

22 
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own wakeful and energetic spirit was penetrat
ing into the various departments of hUllian 
a~tivity, and making itself felt in the most 
practical and honourable results. Noone can 
examine this huge mass of letters, and trace 
the multitudinous and varied paths through 
which they lead, without a feeling of wonder 
that anyone man could have accomplished the 
amount of labour that is here indicated. 

Another reflection which the reading of these 
letters suggests is, that the person who received 
and answered them must have been liberally 
endowed with both the powor and the spirit of 
accommodation. They relate to nearly overy 
subject of importance that occupied the public 
mind during the whole of Dr. Morse's active 
life; and one marvels at the graceful facility 
with which he passes from one subject to 
another, as if it were impossible for. his 
thoughts' to pause at a,ny point where they 
were not entirely at hQme. A large part of 
the letters he received, related to subjects tha,t 
he deemed important, a,nd in relation to which 
he considered ita px:ivilege to co~operate with 
the writers; but he was also well-nigh flooded 
with communications designed to subserve mere 
personal ends on the part of those from whom 
they came, and many of. which it might have 
seemed· natural enough that he should pa.ss in 
silence. This, however, he was not a,ccustomed 
to do every letter that was decent and respect
ful in its tone, however troub1osome might be 
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the request it conta-ined, wa,s sure to be promptly 
and kindly answered. This wa,s the more 
remarlmble in view of the COllstant claims that 
were ma,de upon his time by objects of a,Ckllowl
edged public importa,nce. 

And while Dr. Morse's almost world-wide 
correspondence served to develop and keep in 
exercise some of his mOre strikillg proclivities, 
it cannot be doubted tha,t it re-acted, a,s a benign 
influence, in improving a,nd elevatiilg his cha,r": 
acter. It is proverbia,l that we na,tumlly become 
conformed to the cha,mcters of those with whom 
we a,re brought most in conta,ct the qua,lity of 
the intellectual a,nd mora,l atmosphere tha,t we 
breathe, ma,kes itself felt, either for good Or 
evil, in our inmost mind a,nd heart. Dr. Morse's 
correspondence kept him in constant inter..; 
course with many of the purest a,nd most 
exalted cha,racters of the age; and it would 
have been strange indeed if the effect ha,dnot 
been to render his own virtues more conspicu
ous. Such undoubtedly was the effect; and 
there is equal reason to believe tha,t a corre
sponding influence was exerted by himself upon 
other minds, in elevating them to a higher tone 
of thought and feeling a,nd action. 

While there is so much in this correspond
ence to gmtify curiosjty, and· especia.lly to aid 
in the settlement of ma,llY questions of histori
cal interest, one ca,n ha,rdly look through it a,t 
this da,y without the .sa,d consciousness of walk
ing a,mong the dea,c1. With very few excep-

• 
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tions, all the hands by which this vast collec
tion of letters were written, have turned into 
clods; and those that rem~1in are, generally, at 
best, specimens of waning vigour and power. It 
is a delightful reflection, however, tlu1t, while 
this correspondence represents. a vast throng 
who have passed 011 to mingle in the scenes 
beyond the vail, not a small portion of them 
have been gathered to the final inheritance of 
the saints. Precious indeed is the thought that 
he and they who were so long fellow-labour
ers on earth, sharing one another's confidence 
and rejoicing in one another's success, should, 
now form part of the same glorified community, 
and walk in the light of the same throne, and 
prosecute their researches together into the. 
works and ways of God . 

• 

• 

• 
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IX. 

SUMMARY OF HIS OHARAC~\ER. 

Dr. Morse .was far from having a vigorous 
physical constitution indeed itwas the absence 
of this that seems to have first suggested to his 
parents the idea of giving him a liberal educa
tion. He was struggling with bodily infirmities, 
more or less, during the greater part of his life, 
and the marvel is that, under such disadvantage, 
he was able to perform such vast and varied 
labour. He was of a somewhat slender form, 

• 

of about the medium height, with a bright 
piercing eye, and a general expression of coun
tenance, indicating at once a vigorous intellect 
and quick sensibilities. While his ma.nners 
were gentlemanly and cultivated, there was an 
earnestness in his movements that seemed to 
say that he understood well the value of life, 
and that, like his Divine Master, he must be 
." always about his Father's business." 

His intellectual character was marked by 
uncommon quickness and clearness of percep
tion, by a retentive memory, a correct and del
icate taste, and a habit of wide and close obser
vation. Though he made no claim to any 
remarkable acquirements in any other depart-
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• 

ment than that of Geogra.phy, yet with his 
uncommonly active mind, in conneetion with 
his untiring industry, he accumulated n n 
amount of general knowledge of which very 
few minds have ever been the depositories. 
It was not easy to introduce a subject, within 
the ordinary range of a cultivated intellect, 
upon which he was not able to converse intel~ 
ligcntly, as well as to suggest thoughts in 
which was found rich material for subsequent 
• 
refl.ection. 

No feature of his mind was perhaps more 
remarkable than its versatility his wonder
ful power of bringing his faculties into exer~ 
cise with equal ease and t~ equal purpose, in 
any or all of the various fields which invited 

. his efforts. Whether labouring for the spirit~ 
ual interests of his flock in the Pulpit, or in 
the Lecture room, or in the Family; whether 
framing a Geography or a History, or establish
ing and conducting a Periodical; whether origi
nating and sustaining Societies in aid of Evan
gelical Truth or Ohristian Benevolence, or 
d{lfending the cherished principles of his faith 
against the objections of those who questioned 
or denied them; whether exchanging thoughts, 
either in conversation or by letter, with the 
Father of his country, or lab01.uing to enlighten 
the poor negroes of Georgia or of Boston, ' in 
all the,se various circumstances he seellled 
,equally at home, and whatever he undertook, 
,his heart entered into it with all the energy 

• 

• 
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of a ruling passion. And with this r·~markable 
versatility there was united an indomitable 
perseverance, that looked at obstacles only as 
things to be met and overcome; and it was a 
rare case indeed that he failed ultimately of 
accomplishing his object. Indeed, it cannot be 
denied that some of his best friends regarded 
his tenacity of purpose as having been occa
sionally excessive; and though they felt assured 
that his movements were always dictated by a 
conscientious regard to right, yet they were 
also satisfied that he might have sometimes 
paused, advantageously to himself and. to the 
cause he was endeavouring to sustain. 

Dr. Morse's general love of improvement, 
combined with his highly adventurous spirit, 
led him often to traverse ground that would 
have possessed no att\'actions to ordinary minds. 
It may be mentioned, as an instance of this, 
that, upon the first discovery of Vaccination, 
while the community in which he lived almost 
universally looked upon it with distrust and 
ttvcrsion, he at once manifested his confidence 
in it by introducing it into his own family; and 
his example soon came to be extensively fol
lowed in the vicinity, and, at no distant period, 
the country at large gave its assent to the genu
ineness of the discovery. 

Dr. Morse was, in many respects, in advance 
of the period in which he lived. It was during 
his ministry, as I have already had oC6asion to 
state, that the Church, on both sides of the 
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ocean, awoke from a protracted slumber, to' a 
sense of h~r obligation to send the Gospel 
through the world; and oontemporaneous with 
this was an incipient reform in almost every 
department of human life and action. Dr. 
Morse was not only ready to lend a helping 
hand in every benevolent movement, but, in 

• 

some of the most prominent enterprises of the 
day, he was actually a pioneer. 'While he was 
far from any tendency to extravagance or eccen
tricity, and rarely, if ever, projected a plan 
of reform that did not ultimately approve 
itself to the mature judgment of the wise and 
benevolent, he was not afraid to penetrate into 
regions of benevolence that hn,cl not before been 
explored; nor did he hesitate to take counsel 
of, or co-operate with-, those with whose opin
ions on other subjects his own were far from 

• 
being in harmony. There was scarcely an im-
portant object of benevolence in his day, with 
which he was not connec.ted, either as an origi
nator or a vigorous p:romoter; and not only 
was he ready to respond to every claim that 
was made upon him either for thought or 
action, but his inquisitive and far reaching 
mind was perpetually. on the alert for devising 
new plans, and wakening into exercise new 
energies, to meliorate the condition, im
prove the character, and . exalt the destiny, 
of man .. 

Without attempting to decide whether Dr. 
Morse's multiplied engagements, outside the 

• 

• 
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immediate range of his profession, detracted 
at all from his power and success as a preacher, 
it may safely be said that he took rank alllong 

. the excellent preachers of the day. He was 
as far as possible from wlmt would be called, 
in modern phrase, "a sensation preacher." 
His sermons, which wel~e all carefully written, 
were unusually clear and logical in their con~ 
struction, and graceful in their style, and some 
of them contained passages of rare beauty. 
Their genera'! tone was highly evangelical, 
though fow of thom seem to have taken on a 

• 

controversial form much fewer than might 
havo been expected, considering the peculiar 
circumstances in which he was placed. In 
looking over his manuscript discourses, I have 
been struck with the fact that, though they are 
not generally of an argumentative cast, in the 
sense of being e la,borate or profound, yet they 
are marked by a comprehensiveness and com
pleteness, which could not fail to give them 
favour with the more thoughtful class of hear
ers, and, at the same time, by a beautiful S'im
plicity, that brought them within the range of 
the commonest intellect. His manner in the 
pulpit was calm and unstudied, his voice dis-

• 

tinguished for its silvery and melodious tones, 
his countenance expressive of vigorous thought, 
as well as great sincerity and earnestness, and 
his whole appearance such as became an ac
credited ambassador for Ohrist. It was my 
privilege to hear him preach only twice; 
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but in one of these cases particularly, both the 
discourse and the manner of delivery left upon 
my mind an impression, that the lapse of more 
than half a century has not been sufficient to 
E'fl'ace. . 

It was natural enough, considering the great 
number and variety of objects to which Dr . 

• 

Morse's attention was drawn, that some should 
have charged him with being neglectful of the 
immediate duties pertaining to the sacred office. 
But, as far as the record of his ministry haB 
come under my eye, I find nothing that fairly 
sustains such a charge. The spiritual interests 
of his people seem always to have been upon 
his heart ; and while he was labouring for other 
objects, this was evidently, in his estimation, 
paramount to all others. Many a minister who 
has not approached Dr. Morse either in the 
number of sermons he has written and preached, 
or in the amount of private pastoral duty that 
he has performed, has never been suspected of 
any delinquency- the Doctor's only fault in 
the matter seems to have been, that what were 
hours of leisure to. others were hours of work 
to him; and that by a strict economy of his 
time, he was able to superadd to at least the 
ordinary amount of professional labour, a degree 
of vigorous and successful ·efl'ort in other fields 
of usefulness, which exceeded that of almost 
any of his contemporaries. . 
. Dr. Morse, notwithstanding his controversial 
habits, growing out of his peculiar relations 
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and circumstances, possessed a naturally amia
ble and. kindly disposition. Hence his inti
mate. friends were drawn to him by cords of 
the strongest affection. In his house was prac
tised the broadest and most generous hospi
tality. Letters almost innumerable still exist 
from persons many of them men of emi
nence", who, after having sojourned with him, ' 
some of them perhaps for weeks,. have thus 
sent back their grateful acknowledgments. for 
the favours he had conferred upon them. This 
largeness of heart prevented his ever becoming 
rich, as he might otherwise 1uwe done, and left 
him in his last years with a bare competence. 

In nothing pertaining to pastoral duty was 
Dr. Morse more distinguished than his con· 
siderate, tender, appropriate treatment of per
sons in affliction. He seemed able always to 
command. the best thoughts, and to communi· . 
cate them in the most sympathetic and conso
latory manner, while he took care. to blend 
with words of comfort, words of counsel, or, as 
the case might be, of admonition. There are 
those still living, who have treasured among 
their most cherished remembrances the kindly 
and delicate manner in which he has conveyed 
to them the tidings of some domestic bereave
ment or other form of calamity'; and they can 
scarcely speak of him now without invoking 
blessings upon his memory, as having been at 
once their comforter and guide in the hour of 
their sorrow. 
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But that which more than anything else gave 
complexion to Dr. Morse's character a,nd life, 
was an earnest piety, discovering itself espe
cially in a conscientious a,dherence to his own 
convictions of duty, and a devout a,nd reve
rent acknowledgment of the Divine Provi
dence. Not only in his correspond ence but in 
the record of the more private movements of 
his mind and heart, is to be found the evidence 
that, sometimes, when he was bearing heavy 
reproach for acts which some charged to un
worthy motives, he was not only obeying the 
honest dictates of conscience, but was doing 
it at the expense of no small degree of self
denial. Amidst all his diverse and manifold 
engagements, the great matter of personal 
Christian culture was never overlooked on 
the contrary, his varied experiences seem to 

. have been rendered tributary to this important 
end; and hence the work of his last hour was 
a mere calm, trustful, cheerful exchange of 
earth for Heaven. 

The monument over his grave in the New 
Haven burying-ground is of Rhode Island 
white granite, and is twenty feet high. It 
consists of a column surmounted with a globe, 
and resting on a square base, on the four sides 
of which are the following inscriptions: 

, 
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MONUMENT TO DR. MORSE, IN CEMETERY, NEW HAVEN, CONN. 
, Face p .• 65 

• , 
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In lVlemoTY C{f 

.TEDIDIAII lUORSE, 

• 

THE FA'.rHER 01" AMERICAN GEOGRAPHY; 

Borll in·Wooustoc];:, WillUho,m Co., COll)1., Aug. 23,1761; 

Died in·New·Haven, June 0,1820; 

IN TIlE JOY OF A 'l·!tIUAH'IIAN'r FAITU 

. IN CIlIUST. 

• 

A GRADUA'l'E OF YALE COLLEGE III 1783; 
• 

AUTHOR OF '.rHE FIl~S'l' GEOGRAPHY PRINTED 

'IN AMERICA ill. 1781; , 
HONORED BY '.rHEUNIV. OF EDINBURGH (SCOT.) 

• • 

Wl'.rH THE DEGREE. OF S.'.r. D. in·1701; 

BASTOROF ~'lIE FIRS'!' CHUHCH'IN 

CHARLESTOWN, l\~ASS., 

.from 1789 to 1820 ; 

U. S. COMMISSIONEH ·'1'0 THE rNDIAN TRIBES, 

• 

• 
from 1820 to·1822 . 

'I'HE ORIGINATOR 

AND· EFFICIENT l'RQ;\WTEU, OF 

GREAT AND WISE PLANS.)),OR.'.l'Hlll PUBLIC GOOD. 

, 
• 

• 

THE :aOT"D AND FIRM .DEFENDER 01)' 
EVANGELICAL TRUTH • 

• 

In 1J!Iemory of 

ELIZA.UE'I'II ANM lUORSE, 
WIFE OF JEDIDIAIl. MORSE, 

• 

uo,ughter of Sampel Breese, and grand-daughter of 

Samuel Fiuley, l'!'e~il1ellt of tile College of New Jersey' 

Born in New York clty, Sept. 29th, 1760; 

Died in N ow Haven, May 28, 1828. 

En!INENT FOR ALL THE VIRTUES THAT ADORN THE 

CHRISTIAN WIFE AND Mo'rHEn. 

This lYIonument 
TO THE BEST OF FA'l'HERS AND OF MOTHERS, 

• 

IS ERECTED BY THEIR SONS. 

23 
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LETTERS OJ!' AFFEOTIONATE REMEMBRANOE 

, 
• 

FROM THE SONS OF DR. MORSE. 

*FROM SAMUEL F. B. MORSE. 

POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK, 

May 24th, 1856. 

WM. B. SPRAGUE, DD. 

My dear Sir: ,At your request, I give you 
• 

very hastily some personal reminiscences of my 
venerated father. I say" hastily," for I am called • • 

upon for them quite unexpectedly, and on the eve 
of my departure for Europe. • 

The most prominent trait of my father's char
acter, and that which is indelibly inscribed on 
my memory, is his charity, charity in the New' 

, Testmne.nt sense the great master principle of 
Christianity. As the fruit and evidence of this 
may be mentioned his untiring invention of 
enlargecl plans for benefiting his fellow-men. 

* This letter was originally written to accompnlly the biographical 
sketch of DI', Morse in the" Annals Qf the American Pulpit" (vol. II" 
page 255), It is reprinted lwre by special permission, 
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His mind was ever on the alert to seize every 
means, and press them into the service of good 
to all mankind. In no other man, whom I have 

. known, was the "love of Christ" so evidently 
the great controlling and constraining motive in 
all beneficent planning. In no other one have 
I known this love to be in such constant exercise . 

• 

It was shown towards niankind at large, in his 
nursing of the infant Tract Society, when, in 
its earliest existence, it was embodied in himself 
as the selector, the publisher, and chief dish'ib
utor of religious tracts, and when the first tract 
depository in the United States was a small room 
partitioned oft' from his stable. It was shown 
towards the African ra,ce, when he planned with 
the well known and intelligent colored· sea C11P

ta,in, Paul Cuffee, the first colonization scheme 
for the Christifmization of Africa with emanci-

• 

pated Christian blacks. It wa,s shown in his 
zealous cooperation with the first planners of the 
American Bible Society, to give' a permanent 
location and organization to that noble institu
tion. It was shown in his prominence as a 

• 

founder of the Theological Seminary of Andover 
and in his labours with other kindred minds in 
the planning and organizing of the American 
Board of Commissioners for· Foreign Missions, 
and in his 1jersonal effo~rts as one of the Pruden
tial Committee, with Worcester and Evarts, in 
managing its concerns. And it was shown in the 
last days of his life, when his ruling passion 

• 
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exerted itself in labours to benefit the American 
Indians. 

Nor wa,s his benevolence limited to these 
larger fields for its exercise. Hospitality was 
the sign of my father's house, not for the we(Llthy 
a,nd distinguished alone, but fOl' the poor (LIld 
unpretending. Talleyrand, when an exile, was 
cordially entertained ttt his table, but not more 
so than some of hiB poorer and more unpolished 
clerical brethren. . 
, His prol)erty, earned by his geographical and 
other literary labors, was liberally dispensed to 
the foreign, exile, as well as to the needy native. 
I remember well the tears of gratitude of a 
Frenchman to whom my father had given a small 
supply of funds ttnd letters to Bome of his friends 
which procured for the foreigner an honorable 
anc1lucrative position as a teacher in the interior 
of the state. He came into my father's study to 
express his thanks. My father had said to him, 
" I can give you but little money, but I hope my 
letters will be of service." On receiving his 
thanks and being made acquainted with his suc
cess, my father replied: "I could give you but 
little money." "Yes," said the exile, "but it 
was given so heartily, with so much good will. 
It was enough. I read your heart. I w(Lnted 
sympathy more than money, but you gave both." 

This, in a .few words, my dear Sir, was my 
father. With sincere respect, 

• 
Y 01,11' friend and servant, 

SAMUEL F. B. MORSE. 
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FRm! SIDNEY E. MORSE. 

NEW YORK, November, 1807. 

W~r.B. SPRAGUE, D.D. 

. Dear Sir: You ask me for a letter of reminis~ 
cences of my venerated Ihther, for your Biogra~ 
phy of him soon to be published. In reply allow 
inc to say that I had occasion some time ago, 
in answer to an invitation to the celebration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the First Sabbnth 
School Society in Mas8twhusetts founded by my 
father, in 1816, to write it letter in which I give 
an epitomized narrative of what was most memo
rable in his life, touching very lightly on those 
principal topics which yon have treated so fully 
and satisfactorily, and dwelling with detail on 

• 

othel' matters which belong as properly, perhaps, 
to the letter of reminiscences you now ask for as to 
the jubilee>X<occasion for which they were origin
ally intended. A part of the narrative that follows 
is therefore derived from that source. 
------ -----------------------_.----------------

• 

* 'rho first SlLubnth School Bociccy in Massachusetts WitS formed 
in October, 1816, uy Dr. Morse and lllClllUCl"R of his Church, in 
Charle~town. His eldcst SOil, Sallluel F. B. i\Iorse, his sec(illtl H01l, 

Sidney E. Morse, anti the Rev. Dr. John 'rolhl, of Pittsfield, lIIn~s., 
Wore throe of the first tOl1chers of the [hst school estahlished hy lhis 
Socidy; anc1 MI'. S. F. n. Morse was also the first. snpcrintcIHlcut 
of the school. These three sUl'viving teachers woro invited to nttcllc1 
Mel tako plitt ill the celebration of the fiftieth Itllllil'el'sl!I'Y of tho 
school lind the So·oieLy. 1'he meeting for Lhe celelll·ation \1'a~ held 
in the chllrch of the First Parish in Ohnrlestown, on the 14th of 
October, 186G. Dr. 'l'odll and MI'. 'Sidney E. Morse wore present. 
PJ'ofessOl' Morse Wl1S ausent at the time with his family in Em'ope. 

o 
• 

, 
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I remember well the circumstances in which 
the First Sabbath School Society iil Massachu
setts was originated in Oharlestown. The merit 

• 

of originating it belongs pre-eminently to the late 
Rev.Ward Stafford, of New York. Sixty years ago, 
Ward Stafford was a poor fanner's boy in New 
Hampshire. Becoming hopefully pious, he was 
placed at Phillips Academy, in Andover, to be 
trained to the duties of a country schoolmaster. 

• • 

My younger brother, Richard, was at that time at 
the Andover Academy, preparing for admission 
to Yale Oollege. Rooming with Stafford, highly 
appreciating his talents and Ohristian spirit, and 
earnestly desiring to extend his power of useful
ness, my brother presented Stafford's case to my 
father, who at once obtained the subsoription of 
the late Josiah Salisbury, deacon in the Old 
South Church in Boston, for four hundred dol
lars, and of other wealthy friends for three hun~ 
dred dollars more; and with this money Mr. 
Stafford was educated at Yale Oollege, where he 
was graduated in 1812 with the second honor in 
his class, delivering the salutatory oration on 
that occasion, although among his competitors 
for that honor were such men as the Hon. George 
Bliss, of SpringfIeld, and the bte Hon; John 
Davis, of W Drcester, whose talents the people of 
Massachusetts have appreciat~d by bestowing 
upon them the highest offices in their gift. 

A.fter leaving New Haven, Mr. Stafford went 
to New York, and became a devoted missiunary 
to the poor of that city, on a plan originated by 

• 
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himself, and sot forth in a small work, entItled 
"A New Missionary Field," a work which 
DeWitt Clinton, the greftt statesman of New 
York, pronounced "a masterly performance," and 
which prepared the way for the City Missions, 
now so generally established in this country and 
in Europe. . 

The class of poor with which Mr. Stafford 
specially occupied himself were the seamen of 
the port; and, in his labors for them, he founded 
the institutions which ripened into the American 
Seamen's Friend Society, whose influence for 
good is now felt throughout the world. 

Mr. Stafford engaged also enthusiastically in 
the establishment of Sabbath schools in New 
York. In the autumn of 1816, he made a visit 
of several weeks to my father' in Charlestown, 
and enlisted him in the Sabbath school enter· 
prise. At that time good l)eople in Massachu 
setts regarded Sabbath schools as fitted only for 
the childrelJ. of the poor, in such cities as Lon
don and New York, where ignorant and vicious 
parents neglected the religious education of their 
offspring, and where no adequate provision 'was 
made for secular instruction during the week. 
In Massachusetts, where ample provision was 
made by law for teaching every child to read 
and write on week-days, and whel:eparents were 
presumed to devote a part of every Sabbath to 
the l,>eligious instruction of their cihildren, Sab~ 
bath schools, it was thought, would be entirely 
out of place. Some of the best men that I saw 
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at my father's at that time maintainod that it 
would be actually a profanation of the Sabbath 
to open a school on the Lord's Dtty, as it would 
be doing work on that holy day which the fourth 
commandment requires to be done on the other 
days of the week. 

On Mr. Stafford's arrival the whole subject 
, was discussed in the parlor of the parsonage by 
Mr. S., Jeremiah Evarts, Dr. 'Worcester and my 
father. I remember that even Mr. Evarts and Dr. 
W., in the beginning, expressed the opinion that 
Sabbath schools were not fitted for New Eng
land. 'My father, however, was convinced by 

, 

, 

Mr. S.'s representations, and having examined 
the matter carefully acted with his usual perspi
~acity and promptness and became the founder of 
the First Sabbath School Society in Massachu
setts. 
, Near the close of last century, Dr. Jenner, in 
England, made his celebrated discovery of Vac
cination as a preventive of small l)OX. At first 
he was violently opposed in London by members 
of the medical profession, who would have 
branded him as a monster, seeking to bestialize 
the human species by introducing among men 
the diseases of the lower animals. There was 
also a strong feeling of repugnance to vaccination 
in this country; and when Dr. 1,Vaterhonse, of 
Cambridge, in the autumn of 1800, imported vac
cine matter from England, he reported to my 
father that he could not find persons willing to 
submit to the experlment. My father, who had 
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probtLbly been enlightened on the subject by Dr. 
Lettsom and other correspondents in London, 

. invited Dr. VV. to Charlestown, engaging to find 
him t.here fit subjects for his purpos'e. When 
Dr. W. arrived, my father went with him to Mrs. 
Henley's store on Main street, and presented the 
case to S. V. S. Wilder, who was at thtLt time tL 
clerk in Mrs. Henley's employment. Young 
vVilder, ll[Lving unbounded confidence in my 
f[bther, at once submitted to the operation. Dr. 
VV. then returned to the l)tLrSontLge, and vacci
nated me and Richard, my younger brother. He 
had previously vaccinated a member of his own 
family; and we four, I have been taught, were 
the first four persons vaccinated in America. 

In the autumn of 1801, my father established 
a Saturday, evening Lecture for the Religious 
instruction of the Youth of his parish, taking for 
his text the answers to the questions in the West
minster Assembly'S Catechism. This leCture was 
soon attended by more thtLn two 11l1llc1rd young 
men; amI in the autumns of 1802 and 1803, when 
it WtLS renewed, by three hundred and four hun
dred; and it was kept up for several subsequent 
yearg with evident good effect, the persons 
added to my fttther's church during three years, 
at this period, THwing been more than one hun
dred. Among the young men lllOHt prominent 
in promoting these gatherings was Mr. S. V. S. 
'iVilder, to whom I have already alluded. My 
father was strongly fLttached to Mr. vVilc1er, and 
paid specitLl attention to his religio~ls instruction, 
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inviting him to spend his Saturday evenings in 
his study, to commit there his Catechism and 
Bible lessons, while my father was engaged in 
writing his sermons for the Sabbath. The inti
macy and friendship thus formed continued 
through life, a,nd they ofterr-afterwards co-oper
ated in the same enterprises; Mr. 'Wilder, as is 
well known, having been, like my father, an 
efficient promoter of numerous religious chari
table societies, and especially of the America.n 
Tract Society, of which he was annually elected 
the president for the first sixteen years of its 

• 

existen c.e. 
• • 

In 1802, an incident occurred, as l'elatedln the 
Biography, which led my father to tu,ke a deep 
interest in the welfare of the negroes. His labors 
on their behalf. greatly endeared him to the 
colored people in all that part of the Common
wealth; anc1 in every impor~ant matter which 
concerned them, they afterwards consulted him 
as their earliest influential friend. 'When I 
• 

returned home from college one vacation, I think 
it was in the year 1811, I found the hall of the 
parsonage crowded with negroes; and when I 
asked what it meant, I was told that they were 
a deputation, composed of the most respectable 
colored people of Boston who had come to C011-

sult my father respecting a plan for colonizing 
Amcrican negroes in Africa, which had been 
recommended by Paul Cuffee, a colored. ship
owner of New Bedford. Mr. Cuffee hELd corre
sponded with the leading negroes in New York, 

• 

I 
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Philadelphia and Baltimore, on the subject, and 
had offered all who inclined to go to Africa a free 
passage in his vessels. The Boston deputation 
wished my father to use his infiuencewith his 
London friends to obtain permission for Ameri
can negroes to go and' settle in Sierra Leone, for 
the Americans .at tlmt time had no territory on 
the African coast; and they wished Dr. Morse 
to write also to his friends in Washington to get 
the United States Government to share in the 
expenses of the eXl)edition. In compliance with 
their request he wrote a letter on the subject to 
HClll. Christopher Gore, then in the United State& 
Senate from Massachusetts. The project, how
ever, was discouraged, owing to the prospect 
afterwards realized of a war with Great Britain. 
This rendered an application for aid from the 
Governmen t· at that tilne, in Mr. Gore's judg
ment, inexpedient. But the scheme was revived 
in 1815, when a company of .colored people left 
Massachusetts for Sierra Leone, bearing with 
them, as related in the Biography, a letter from' 
my father to Mr. Maxwell, governor of the col
ony. This settlement of colored people from 

• 

Massachusetts in Sierra Leone, in 1815, was the 
first actual colonization of American negroes in 
Africa. The American Colonization Society had 
not then been formed, and the territory of Liberia 
was not purchased until several years afterwards. 

"A Compendious History of New England," 
written by my father and his friend, the Rev. 
Dr. Parish, in a style adapted to the capacities 

• 

, 
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of students of the higher classes ill COlllmon 
schools, and intended as a school book, to excite 
in the minds of New England youth a<lmimtion 
of the virtues of their Puritan anceHtOl'R, was first 
publiHhed in September, 1804, and met at once 
with remarkablo success; the greater part of a 
large edition htwillg been sold in the course of a 
few weeks after it was issued. The further sale 
of this work, and the good which it was calcu
lated to do, were defeated, however, by the 
utterly groundless charge that, in preparing and 
:publishing it, Dr. Morse had violated the rights, 
.as an anthor, of MisR Hannah Adami'l, who had 
published, in 1799, "A SUlllmary History of New 
England," many copies of which in 180 L1 were 
still ·unsold. 
. This charge of violating the rights of Miss 
A.dams, as an author, Wf1,S made so boldly, reiter
ated for years so persistently, and countenanced 
so extensively, tha;t it affected my father de'eply 
and disastrously, in his property, in his pastoral 
and social relations, and in other reltttions inti
ma,tely cOllnected with his happiness fl;nd useful
ness. His influence in Boston and its vicinity 
was indeed, to a great extent, destroyed by it. 
The cllltrge Wf1,S met at last, as it should have 
been at first, by an examination and comparison 
of the two works. When this was done, it was 
manifest at once that they differed so widely in 
object, plan, style, size, price, subdivisions of the 
geneml subject, and space devoted to each sub
division, that there could be no improper resem 

, 
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blance or interference. But the most important 
result of this examination was the discovery of 
the astounding fnct, that Miss Adams, when she 
lent her name to the enemies of Dr. Morse, to 
destroy his reputntion on the false charge of vio
lating her rights ar:; an author, was herself guilty 
of a real and gross violation of the rights of 
another author; she having copied verbatim, or 
with only colorable alterations, nearly one-third 
of her whole work, one hundred and r:;ixty out 
of five hun(lrec1 and thirteen pages, f)'om Dr. Ram
say's History of the American Revolution! After 
the publication of this fact, Miss A. and her 
friends becn,me at once totally silent, and contin
ued so during the remainder of my father's life, 
more them twelve years. 
. I have recently compared carefully the two 
histories; u.nd, if Drs. Morse and Parish were
indebted to Miss Adams for a single fn,ct in their 
"Compendious History," I have not been able to 
find it. It is true that Miss Adams is referredl 
to u.s an tLuthority in the" Compendious History" 
four times; but in everyone of the 'four cases 
the credit should have been given, not to Miss 
AdamR, but to the u.uthors from whom she copied. 
Dr. PariRh explained this in a letter to Miss 
Adams, in which he told her, that he wrote her 
name as an ttuthority when he knew that" it 
would have been more exact to have inserted 
another name; but this I did," he said, "to show 
my respect for you, and to keep your book in 
view." So that, really, the only. wrong done by 
. 24 
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either of the compilers of the" Oompendious His
tory" to other authors was the wrong done by 
Dr. Parish to Ohalmers, Hutchinson, Neal and 
Trumbull, in giving credit due them to Miss 
Adams, for the purpose of promoting the sale of 
her book! 

In the fall of 180~ my father, as described in 
the Biography, selected nineteen religious tracts; 
procured fifty~fi ve reams of pltper; printed the 
nineteen tracts in editions varying from six hun~ . 
dred to three thousand, making in all 32,600 

• 

tracts; had the greater part of them done up in 
assorted parcels of sixty tracts in a parcel, and 
sent two parcels to each one of one hundred and 
sixty towns in the district of Maine, then a part 

o 

of Massachusetts, making 19,200 tracts sent to 
Maine; and furnished upwards of 5,000 more for 
circulation in other places, but chiefly in Ken~ 
tucky and Tennessee, where several cfficient 
missionaries, with whom my father was person~ 
ally acquainted, were then laboring. The money 

o 0 

expended in the pUblication of these 32,600 , 
tracts, amounting to $571, was contributed 
chiefly by my father's parishioners, Richard 
Devens alone giving $281, nearly one~half. 
Among the other contributors in Oha,rlestown 
were Miss Bradstreet, $8 ; Joseph Bnn'ell, $5 ; 
Artemas Ward, $5; Thomas Kettell, $4; S. V. S. 
Wilder (then a clerk in Mrs. Henley's store), ten 
cents 0; and among those in Boston and elsewhere 

. were Dr. Lathrop, $20; Mrs. Oodman, $18; 
Lieut.~governor Robbins, $14; Deacon Salisbury 

o 
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$10; Rev. Mr. Greenough, $10; Dr. Kil'klrmd, 
$5. My father himself seems to have given 
$119; for all the subscriptions amount to only 
$452, while the expenses were $571. There can· 
be little doubt, I think, that, in 1802, the pastor 
and people of the First Parish in Charlestown had 
done more in circulating religious tracts among 
the poor and destitute in the United States than 
any other people in New Enghnd; for at that 
time, as I have said, there was no tract society in 
the land, and I never heard of an individual engag
ing in the work with an enthusiasm approaching 
that of my fH,ther. The work thus begun was fol
lowed up till it ended in the establishment, first 
of the New England Tract Society, and after
waru.s of the American Tract Society. 

Prior to the f01:mation of any Bible society in 
America or Europe my father co-operated with 
his munificent parishioner, David Devens, and 
with other individuals, in distributing Bibles and 
Testaments, as well as religious tracts, in the 

• 

newly-settled parts of our country. 
The era of Bible societies commenced with 

the establishment of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in 1804.. The American Bible 
Society was not formed until 1816. Prior to 
1816, the work of printing and distributing 
Bibles in America was performed by individuals 
and by local societies. The first local Bible . 
society in America was that of Philadelphia, 
formed in 1808. In the summer of 1810, the 
Whole number of Bible societies in the United 

• 
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States was only eleven, viz.;, three in Massachu~ 
setts, one in Connecticut, two in New York, one 
in New Jersey, one in Pennsylvania" two in 
South Carolina, and one in Georgia. That South 
Carolina and Georgia had three out of the eleven 
Bible societies ii'l explained by the fact that my 
fhther wa,s comp~lled, for the benefit of hiR hea,lth, 
to spend the winter of 1809-10 in those States, 
and that he there, a,s a, voluntary unpaid a,gent, 

, ' , 

engaged in the labors which led to the forma,tion 
of the Georgia Bible Society at SavamuLh, and of 
the Charleston and Beaufort Bible Societies in 
South Carolina. Tho Bible society of Beaufort, 
formed in March, 1810, when my £htller was 
there on a visit to a relative, contributed, a,s its 
first offering to the Bible ca,use, the sum of seven 
hundred c1011a,rs, although the whole population 

, 

of the pla,ce, white and black, at that time wa,s 
less than 1,000 ! 

The Paris Tract Society was formed in 1818, 
the Pa,ris, Bible Society in 1819, aml the Paris 
Missiona,ry Society in 1822. It is stated in the 
"Records of the late S. V. S. Wilder," published 
by the American Tract Society, New York, that 
these French societies owed their being to a lot
tel' of introduction which my fathcr gave Mr. 
Wilder to the famous Prince Talleyra,nd, who, 
when traveling in America, had been hospitably 
entertained by him and some of his princi
pal l)aris11ionors, in Charlestown.' The laws of 

, , 

France, forbidding asse;mblages for the purposes 
contemplated by these societies, were in 1818 
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and the years immediately subsequent, strictly 
enforced agaii.lst "the hated English;" but Mr. 

, 

Wilder, an American, under the protection of Tal-
leyrand, a protection granted in consequence of 
the letter mentioned above, was encouraged to 
invite the founders of these societies to hold their 
meetings for organization in his private apart
ments, and there they were held without inter
ruption from the police. The Bible enjoins it 
upon uS'not to be forgetful to entertn,in strangers, 
for unexpected good may come as the reward of 
our hospitality. My father and his parishioners 
doubtless little expected, when they were enter
taining Prince Talleyrand in their houses in 
Charlestown, at the close of the last century, 
that they were thus preparing the way, under 
Providence, for the spread of the Bible and evan
gelical religion in one of the most populous and 
powerful empires in the world. 

I retain a vivid and delightful recollection of 
my father in the prime of his life. His personal 
appearance was very prepossessing. The tall, 
slender form, the well shaped head, a little bald~ 
but covered thinly with fine silken powdered 
hair, falling gracefully into curl, gave him, when 
only midcUe.aged, a venerable fispect, while th~ 

benignant expressio'h of his whole countenance 
and especially of his bright, speaking eye WOll 

for him fit first sight respect find love. His affec
tionate disposition, mild temper find persuasive 
address, his sympathy with everyone in distress, 
the tenderness with which he ministered conso-

, , 

• 
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lation to the afflicted, his delicate Bcnse of pro
priety and fl.'Gcdol1l from every offensive habit, 
his neat dress, polished llutnners and the care 
with which he avoided every word ftndlook that 
might wound the feelings of anotherl his defer
ence to the aged, his complaisance to the gentler 
sex, his fondness for. children aml their fondness 
for him, the ardor with which he enlisted in all 
good enterprises, the cheerfulness and courage 
with which he prosecuted them when others 
yielded to despondency, his conciliatory spirit, 
the rea,diness with which he modified ::tnd even 
abandoned his own plans in the leBs important 
parts to secure the co .. pera tion of others in the 
gre::tt end, while he ever maintained resolutely 
but courteously whatever he could not conscien
tiously yield; in short his true Christian gentle
manliness, the result of long, e::trnest and pmyer
ful endeavors to shape his feelings and conduct 
in all the relations. of . life by the rules, precepts 
and examples of the New Testament, gave him a 
deep hold 011 the affections and confidence of all 
who knew him.and particularly of the religious 
.community. 

'To all this must be added still other attrac-
. tions. As a fine sil1'ger my father h::tc1 few equals, 

ancl this accomplishment, in connection with his 
fund of anecdote and information, acquired in 
extensive intercourse with men of intelligence, 
wit and humor, and hl.'connection, too, with his 
aptitude and willingness to llse all his gifts for 
the instruction and entertainment of others, Illac1e 

• • 
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him an agreeable companion, a welcome guest 
and a favorite in every social circle that he 
entered. 

The closing years of my father's life were 
spent in his quiet and pleasant home ill New 

• 

Haven, Oonnecticut. Here he lived ill the midst 
of a highly cultivated, intelligent, and Ohristian 
community, the leltding members of 'which, men 
of world-wide literary and scientific fame, and 
of religious sentiments in harmony with his own, 
were his daily companions; while all, of all 
classes, loved and honored him for the services 
he had rendered to his country and to mankind. 

In the near prospect of death, my father was 
even more buoyant, hopeful and joyous, than in 
the midst of life and health. For him death had 
no terrors, and the grave no gloom. They were 
to him the portals of heaven. Death, as he 
viewed it, was the gate through which he must 
pass on his way to a new and nobler life. Mars 
janua vitm. Resurgam. Ohrist is the Resul'rec
tion and thcLife. "I have a hope full of immor
tality, that expresses it," was his response to 
my elder brother, who arrived from New York 
in season to hear and record his last words. To 
my brother's question, ;, Have you any doubt of 
the truth of the doctrines you have preached 7" 
he replied, "Oh, no! they are the doctrines of 
the Bible;" and, alluding to my brother's 
remark, "The Saviour, whose honor you have 
defended, will not now desert you," he said. 

, 
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"Oh, no! he gives me a foretaste of heaven. I 
have not strength to express what I feeL" 

"1'be chamber where tho good man moets his fate 
Is privileged. beyolld the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in tho vorgo of heaven." 

, 

It was not my privilege to be in that chamber 
when my father died. I was too late. When I 
arrived, his sun had set; but its golden light still 
radiated from the sky, tempering, with its beams 
of hope and joy, the sorrow of those who had 

. gathered around his bed to witness the hallowed 
scene. I joined in the prayer which rose from 
every heart, "Let me die the death of the 
righteous, fJond let my last end be like his !" 

Y ours, truly, 
SIDNEY E. MORSE. 

FROM MR. RICHARD C. MORSE. 

My DEAR DR. SPRAGUE: 

You have kindly asked of me some personal 
recollections of my father. You could hardly 
have made a request that affords me so much 
pleasure as that of recalling the traits of one so 
venerated as he was by his children. With the 
thought of him, some of his prominent qualities 
c'ome to my mind, and I will take them in 1,he 
order in which they present themselves. ;My 
recollections 'have been quickened by a recent 
examination of his diaries and letters . 

The first trait I shall notice is his filial love 
• 
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Owing to my father's uelicate constitution, 
and, perhaps, because he was the Benjamin of 
the fa,mily, my grandfather would not subject 
him to the hardflhips of a farm, but gave him a 
liberal education. Some of the neighbors cen
sured him for this seeming extravagance. But 
when they found that he still retained his 
domestic comforts, that he met his other liabili
ties, and yet had paid all his son's college dues, 
and when they saw throughout the life of the old 
gentlema,n the reverence and respect shown by 
the son, who sought his father's counsel, shaped . 
his plans to meet his approva,l, and even was 
influenced in accepting the call to Charlestown 
by the desire tha,t the two might be- near each 
other, they a,dmitted that my grandfather had 
done wisely, and was reaping his reward. I 
recall the plea,usre I felt, when a child, on seeing 
my grandfather arrive at our door, after a ride on 
horseback, from Woodstock, of seventy miles, 
and their warm greeting and eager conversation 
on the new plans which my father's fruitful mind 
was ever devising. 

His industry was another prominent charac
teristic. I remember him as ever busy. Through
out his whole life, he had no idle moments. I 
find from his letters, too, that from the day he 
left his father's house, till he became too feeble 
to act, the sun found him no sluggard, and the 
midnight lamp often shone upon him still at his 
labors. He was a man of no amusements apart 
from his business. Cards, of course, were never 
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in our house, and I do not believe that he was 
acquainted with [tny game of chance. I may add 

. here that he never uBed tobacco in nny shape. 
His sufficient relief consisted in change of labor
ious occupation. Though keenly nlive to social 

. enjoyments, he did llot sufler these to interfere 
with positive duties. He always travelled with 
note-book in hand. I remember him in the boat 
on the Erie canal, with a delightful party on 
poard, among whom was De Witt Clinton. He 
allowed himself to be cletltined from this pleasant 
company an hour or more in the cttbin, to get 
some information from a passenger, who at 
length, emerging 011 deck, was thus accosted by 
Mr. Clinton: " Now, friend, you are like an 
exhausted receiver; Dr. Morse has pumped you 
dry." 
. I can readily call him. to mind, now gathering 
materials for his Geography and superintending 
its publication, now writing his· sermons for the 
Sabbath, or letters to his correspondents in our 
own and in foreign lands, now hurrying to the 
Convention, the Association or other public meet
ing, now visiting the sick and bereaved in their 

• 

affiiction, and now hospitably entertaining his 
friends i for, as Daniel Webster said of him: "He 
was always thinking, always writing, always 
talking, always acting."· 

To his children he would sa,y, when the day 
was fair: "Now, boys, is the time for study, 
for all is bright and cheerful." And when the 
sky was dark and lowering, the word still was: 

• • 



LETTERS OF AFFEOTIONAT]~ RE:.1EMBRANOE. 287 

"Study, boys, to drive away discontent." But 
he had no need to speak to us. His own example 
of industry was reproof enough, if we were dis~ 
posed to be idle. 

Even in: his journeys recreation must be saCl'i~ 
ficed to business.· His physician, teferring to his 

• 

habit of rapid tmvelling, said: "He first wore 
out his mind in his study at home, and then 
jumped into the stage~coach, and rode day and 
night till his body was exhausted, ~L11d w hell an, 
equilibrium was thus produced, he pronounced 
himself well." 

When persuaded that he was in the way of 
duty, he was fearless of consequences. He was 
sometimes insulted by rude men. Going once to 
cast his vote at an election when party politics 
ran high and the propriety of a clergyman's vot. 
ing was questioned, a coarse fellow, soliciting 

". votes for the other side, used offensive language, 
and doubling his fist threatened to thrust hill). 
from the polls, adding: "Only your cloth l)ro
tects you." Looking his antagonist calmly in 
the eye, he said: "My friend, you are mistaken, 
my cloth protects you." 

I always associate with my father the ideas of 
indomitable energy and irrepressible, buoyancy. 
While others doubted and were desponding, his 
motto ever was· nil desperandwn. Chief Justice 
Parsons, referring to the futile attempts of his 
political opponents to destroy 11 is influencE', said 
of him: "He is like the camomile bed, the more 
it is trod upon, the more it grows." 

, . 
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Though much engaged in controversy, his tem~ 
• 

per was not pugnri,ciou~, but his conscience com-
pelled him to the maintenance of what he 

• 

rega,rded as vital truth. He was providentially 
pluced in a prominent position, at a time when a 
revolution took place in the theological worlel 
around him. He stood in the bre(tch, and upon 

• 

him fell blows which should luwe been shared by 
others. He would sometimes say ple(tsantly of 
those who oppoHecl him, that they unwittingly 
complimented him by (tscribing to him (tione the 
Panoplist, the General Association, the Andover 
ThQologicn.l Seminary, Park street Church in 
Boston, and whatever like niiRchief.'l occurreel. 
Dr. Lyman, when visiting him in Chnrlestown, 
used to say: "It matters not whitt I do here, Dr. 
Morse will bear the blame." 
. Two persons more unlike than my parents in 
their temperament, and yet more (tifectiol1ately 
united in their lives could h[trclly be found. He 
was sanguine, easily imposed upon, prompt to 
engage in whatever scheme approved itself wor
thy, ignoring difficulty and danger. But her 
caution and cooler judgment served as a balance 
wheel to his impulsive nature, and lessened the 
evils into which such a nature betr(tyed him. 
She sometimes complained to her friends that 
but for her restraint .he 'would beggar himself 
to bestow charities on others. Yet, under the 
provocation of injuries, her patience and forbear
ance gave way sooner than his. Says a member 
of his parish: "Hearing of a painful interview 
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between the pastor and disaffected members of 
his church, I called on him to learn the particu
lars and relieve my anxiety. The Doctor related 
the f!Lcts in his usual calm mild manner; but Mrs. 
Morse, who sat by, less disposed than her husband 
to hide her displeasure at the unworthy treat
ment he had received, expressed warm indigna
tion; and when he gently placed his hand on her 
shoulder and said: 'You know, my dear, we 
must cast the mantle of charity over the faults 
of others,' she replied with no abatement of her 
l;larnestness, 'Mr. Morse, charity is not a fool.' " 

He was ever ready to use his money and his 
influence for the good of others. The poor found 
in him an active friend, and I could mention 

• 

instances wherc he suffered loss himself rather 
than it should fall on those who were less able 
to bear it. One who had infringed upon the 
copyright of his geogmphy found him, in the 
hour of need, a friend and benefactor. 

His acqu[l,intance with distinguished men 
abroad caused him to be often applied to by per
sons going to Europe, for letters of introduction, 
and the thanks they sent him in return show how 
important thei'Je lettcrs were to the bearers, and 
the high estimation in which he was held by 
such men as Dr. Erskine, Wilberforce and others. 
A letter to Talleyran~, then high in power, who 
had once been a guest at our house, procured for 
the bearer very courteous reception and timely 
aid. 

lIe was a sweet singer. His study windows 
25 
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overlooked Charles river; and often of a quiet 
Sunday. morning, as the chime of bells in the 
tower of Christ church, Boston, floated the tune 
of "Old Portugal" over the water, I have heard 
him catch the inspiration, take up the notes and 
shout aloud: 

"Oh, could I SOlLr to worlds above, 
The blest abode of pelLce ILnll love." 

He always sang in the pulpit, and his rich sil
ver voice could be heard a.bove all others. Once 

• 

when the choir took offence a.t some strictul'e he 
• 

made upon them, and absented themselves from 
their' seats for several Sabbf1ths, he took the 
whole singing upon himself till they returned 
to their duty. 

His religious character I need hardly speak of, 
for his whole life was evidence of the sincerity 
of his love to God his Saviour, and to his fellow 
men. He wore himself out in their service. He 
fought a good fight and kept the faith. He will 
ever live revered in the memory of his children, 
leaving an instructive example to them and their 
descendants. 

, 

Yours, truly, 
RICHARD C. MORSE. 

NEW HAVEN, CT., August 14, 1866 . 
• 

• 
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LET1'ERS OF PERSONAL RECOLJJECTIONS • 

• 

The following Letters form only a selection 
from a larger number that have been written 
by Dr. Morse's friends, in token of the high 
regard and veneration with which they cherish 
his memory. As the remaining ones do not 
appear to have been specially designed for pub~ 
lication, n,nd are,. in the main, but a repetition 
of those which are actually printed, it has been 
thought best not 'to include them, while yet 
they are regarded, and will be preserved, by 
the fn,mily, as precious memorials. It will be 
observed that, in the letters that are published, 
there is, to some extent, the same statement 
of faets that forms part of the narrative of the 
Life; but as this comes as the result of the 
actual observation and recollection of the seve
ral writers, in connection with their own im
pressions concerning the facts in question, it is 
presumed that it will not be regarded as an 
undesirable repetition. The different types of 
religious opinion, represented in these letters, 
may be taken as evidence that there are still 
those whose religious views were in decided 
antagonism to those of Dr. Morse, who are as 

, 
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ready as any others to lay a grateful offering 
upon his grave. 

FrWM BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, LL. D. 
Pro/es.Ol· in Yale Colleuc. 

NEW HAVEN, February 26, 1863 . 
• 

To Mr. RICHARD O. MORSE: • • 

Dear Sir: Your father's appearance in the 
chapel was always very acceptable to us stu
dents. There was an air of gentlema,nhood 
about him that was attractive and origina,l.· In 

. the winter or cool weather, requiring a,n outer 
gn,rment, he genera,lly wore a drab or slate 
coloured great-coat, with a silk vel vet collar 
turned over; his hair, rather thin, was pa,rted 
so as to cover his head, and in public I believe 
he usually wore powder, some of which was 
snowed down upon the great coat. His a,quiline 
nose, and rather sharp but very pleasant 
features, were indeed peculiar, so that his 
entire appearance made an agreeable impress
ion; and so different from the plain garb and 
manner of our village clergymen, that every 
eye was turned towards him, as, with a stately 
mien, although with a slender frame, he walked 
up the main aisle of the chapel. 

He was generally preceded on the Sabbath 
by President Dwight, whose massy stalwart 
form and round features were strongly con
trasted with those of his friend; but, together, 
they made an interesting duality both in :mien 
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and apy:earance. Concordia discors et Discordia 
concors. Your father had a mellifluous voice, 
and my reeollection is that he joined with spirit 
in the psalmody, as President Dwight often did. 

He was a dignified and polished old-school 
gentleman, and a gentleman everywhere. His 
elocution was calm, distinct and impressive· . 
not vehement and declamatory, but attractive 
and in excellent taste, and it always sec'ured 
the attention of the students. An expression 
which used sometimes to occur in his prayer 
was, "vY e thank thee, Heavenly Father, that 

• 

thou hast given us this large and beautiful 
world." Upon its beauty and the rich garni
ture with which it is so bountifully furnished, 
he was fond of expatiating. I remember a ser
mon of his, the text of which was,' "The fash-

• 

ion of this world passeth away." In it he 
illustrated the moral changes by the physical, 
and for this purpose he gave a spirited and 
graphic sketch of certain geological changes; 
and this struck a chord of sympathy, almost 
unknown to myself, in my then. embryo geo
logicalmincl and taste, which were fully devel-

• 

oped in succeeding years. 
Dr. Morse was well known to the College by 

his Geography, then fresh and original. It 
was a classic. I recited it as a Pupil, and in 
after years taughtitas a Tutor. !twas esteemed 
very valuable, and the materials, rich and 
abundant, were soon elaborated into a more 
perfect form by your olc1er brother. . 

• 

• 
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In personal intercourse the manners of Dr. 
Morse were al Witys gentle, polite itud winning'
to youth peculiarly paternal, and to older per 
sons respectful and reverential. His voice and 
manner were soothing in affiiction, and in pros
perity bright, cheerful itnd encoul"itgi.ng. 

When the family arrived in New Hitven witli 
a view to a permanent residence, (in 1820 I 
believe,) they were welcomed by it litrge circle 
of friends, and the ladies of the family made 
the most agreeitble impression, which was only 
deepened by the passing years. Mrs. Morse was 

. a noble lady, still handsome in life's evening, 
and of dignified person and manners. Her 
appearance was that of a lady of energy itnd 
decision, softened by high courtesy and a mild, 
persuasive manner. She had evidently a pre
vailing influence over her husbitnd, but exer
cised with such discretion and gentleness that 
he perhaps hardly perceived the delicate rein' 
by which he was guided. Both from principle 
and impulse he was prompted to benevolent 
acts, and his wife sometimes checked' his too 
free distTibution of alms, especially to objects 
that were not alwa,ys deserving . 
. Dr. Morse's first residence on the corner of 

Trumbull street and Whitney avenue, brought 
our families into desirable proximity, and still 
nearer in friendly intercourse. Our ice-house 
was convenient to both families, so that we 
held it in common; and Mrs. Morse, with a 
vein of pleasantry, used to say that, in the 

• 
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midst of mutual good will and friendship, a 
great coldness existed between the families. Mrs. 
Trumbull, the mother of Mrs. Harriet Silliman, 
and the da,ughter herself, wel~e much attached. ' 
to Mrs. Morse, and enjoyed her society highly. 
There was also a.n additional attraction between 
the families Mrs. S. F. B. Morse, a young lady 
from Ooncord, N. II., came with ,the group, as 
the wife of Dr. Morse's oldest son. She was 
very beautiful in person, lovely in temper and 
fascinating in manners; while her gentle nature 
seemed to veil from herself those attractions 
and a.ccomplishments which cha.rmed everyone .. 
Ala.s, in the absence of her husband from home, 
she was suddenly called away to mingle in 
higher scenes. His u,ffectionate tribute to her 
memory in the inscription on her monument 
in the New IItWCll 0 emctery, ttl though I'lL ther 
long, was so just that no friend who knew the 

, lovely original, would wish it shorter. This 
lady was often the companion of Mrs. Silliman 
a.nd myself in our pleasant rides, and Mrs. 
Morse usually took one of her children with 
her. She was to us like a daughter, and. we 
loved her with almost parental affection. 

President Dwight held Dr. Morse in high 
esteem, respect and affection, and it is no new 
thing that persons of different temperament 
and mental character should thus happily 
c2alesce in harmonious unity. President 
Dwight's bold and sometimes impetuous mind, 
prompted by his ardent but noble tempera-
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ment, bore him along with prevailing weight 
and. power. He found an acceptable counter
part in the milder attributes of his friend; a 
friend ever responsive to the calls, the duties, 
the pleasures of friendship; ever ingenious, 
active and devoted to the furthemnce of some 
good and worthy purpose in which both friends 
could harmonize, and for whose success they 
could unite in supplicating the bles8ing of God. 
In a word, they were truly Christian friends. 

The mind of Dr. Morse found its highest gra
tification, not in self-indulgent repose, but in 

. almost ceaseless activity for the promotion of 
the welfare of his fellow-men. Ilis plans were 
quietly formed, and the steps of their progress 
towards their consummation were not always 
apparent. In adroit management he had both 
talent and taste, and he seemed to take plea
sure in the progress as well as.1n the result 
of .a good undertaking. What might have been 
intrigue in a. cold and selfish mind, was benevo
lence in him, in whom the love of his fellow 
men and. the reverential fear of God weTe 
mature and fixed habits. 

A. great object of benevolence occupied' him 
during thE) later years of his life, 'while he 
resided in New Haven. I t was a fa vouri te pur
pose of his to induce the General Government 
to collect the scattered and broken fragments 
of the A.boriginal Indian tribes, and to form 
them, upon a territory hold in common, into a 
regular, civilized and Christianized community. 

, 

, 
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His pen and his tongue were industriously 
, 

employed upon thiH subject. He sought and 
obtained valuable infornuLtion respecting the 
I ndians from mrmy sonrces, and thus amassed 
a large collection of documents, most of which 
',vere original. 

He lived to see himself and his familyagree
ably established in a house of their own in 

, 

Temple street, where he closed his life. I saw 
him on his death-bed, and received his nssu'-, 

rance thn,t, in the conteinplution of death, he 
had "a horie full of immortnlity;" and this 
consoling sentiment was uttered with a clear 
and strong voice, and with a benignant expres-

• • 

sion of countenance that testified to' the peace 
within. 

I have thus' endeavoured to comply with 
yonr request, and remain 

Your fu,ithful friend, 
B. SILLIMAN. 

, 

FROM THE REV. DANIEL DANA, D. D. 

NEWBURYPORT, January 18, 1848 . 
• 

To Mr. R. O. MORSE: 
, 

Dear Sir :. I had some generf1l knowledge 
concerning your venerable father, when he 
first came to Oharlestown, though I was then 
a youth. In the year 1793, he had occasion 
to take fL journey, and was pleased to emplQY 
me, then a.candidate, to supply his pulpit, and 

• 

• 
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to perform the requisite duties among his peo. 
pIe during his absence. :l!'l'Olll that time I was 
favoured with a more particular acquaintance, 
and with a portion of his friendship to the time 
of his decease. 

From his first coming into this region, he 
was an unusually acceptable and popnlar 
preacher. His sermons, being frn.ught 'with 
evangelical truth, composed in n.n elegn.ut I'ltyle, 
and delivered in a manuel' bhud yet forcible, 
engaged general !1ttentiol1. W'hi10 chiefly intent 
on inculcating and clefemlil1g Gospel truth, he 
took a deep interest in all that concerned his 
country. His Fast and Thanksgiving Ser1110ns 
were often replete with instruction and warn
ing, derived from the existing aspects of the 
world, and particularly from the exceRses and 
atrocities of the French Revolution, and from 
the Infidelity and Atheism which seemed for 
years to incorporate themselves with it. 

The year 1803 was marked by the decease 
of his friend, Dr. Tappan, the excellent Pro
fessor of Divinity in Harvard College, and by 
an attempt to introduce Dr. WtLrC, a gentle
man of very different theological character. 
Your father took a very active part a.gainst the 
new election. This measure brought 011 him 
much odium, especially from the Liberal party, 
as they were styled at that time .. Yet the pre
vailil1g opinion was that Dr. Ware had embraced 
the liberal system, and that, in opposing his 

.' 
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election, your father acted a, very sincere and 
consistent part .. 

Perceiving that a lax theology was gaining 
great prevalence, and apprehending much dan
ger of its approaching triumph, your f[tther 
projected, in 1805, the plan of the Panoplist. 
The design of this journal was to raise the 
standard of piety, to oppose prevailing error, 
and to unite good ministers and good men in 
defence of the pme truths of the Gospel. . In 

• 

pursuing this object, your fa,ther, while receiv-
ing counsel [mel aid from his most valued breth-

• 

ren among tho clergy and laity, was himself 
the heart amI soul of the undertaking. With 
the countenance and co-operation which he 

• 

received, he conducted, for five years, a jour-
nal, which, in point of orthodoxy and piety, 
of learning and good taste, holds a respectable 
l'ank at the present day. Nor was its influence 
small in checking the prevalence of error, and 
promoting the progress of truth. and piety. 
About the year 1810, it was transferred to the 
beloved and lamented Eval'ts,by whom its 
c1ci:lign wa,s very faithfully. pursued, and. its 
usefulness still further extended. 

Your father was an active and eilicient mem
ber of the Board of Trustees of Phillips Acad
emy, in Andover. The importance and .respon
sibilities of this Board were, in the year 1808, 
grea,tly increased by having committe.d to it 
the care ancl superintendence of the Theologi
cal Seminary in that place. The circumstances 

• 

•• 

• 



, 

300 LE1'TlmS OF l'lmSOXATJ ltECOLLlWTIOXS. 

under which the Semina.ry commenced its exist
ence, arc worthy of notice. Two companies of 
opulent a.nel generous donors, in dista.nt parts , 
of the county of Essex, were, at the same time, 
anel without any mutua'! d.isclosures, meditating , 
the establishment of a Theological School. 
'When the separate. designs were mutually 
known, a question was to be settled of the 
deepest interest, the question whether the 
parties should proceed sepn,rn.tely or ill union. 
The question was long and anxiously discussed; 
and as it was discussed with Christian feeling 
a.nd candour, the plrtn of combination and union 
prevailed. '£his was the favourite pln,n of 
your fa,ther, a,nd, from its a,doption, his feelings 
experienced the highest gra,tilication. 

Your fa,ther WitS one of the earliest members 
of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions. In its great designs and 
operations his expansive benuvolence found 
full scope. He had long witnessed with inter
est the exertions of British Christians in this 
sublime cause, and ard.ently wished that his 
own beloved country might share in the benevo
lence and felicity of the work. And he devo-

" 

ted himself with his characteristic ardour to its 
promotion. 
, 

~o your father belongs the honour of project
ing and establishing a weekly religious journal, 
the Re90rder, which, if it was not, in the strict-

, 

est sense, the first work of the kind, was yet a 
work truly o~iginal, a,nd in a measure unprece-



, 
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• 

dented. I well remember the discouragements 
which met him, while pbnning the pUblication. 
Some apprehended that it would fail for Wl1nt 
of support. Others, thn,t it would be difficult, 

• 

if not im posRi.ble, to. find or furnish the mate-
rial. But your fn,ther, with his usual ardour, 
determined to proceed; lL\ld what he attempted, 
he accomplished. The pUblication soon attained 
a highly respectable .character and an extensive 
support. It had great success in promoting the 
reiigious enterpriHes of the day. Since its first 
establishment it has gone into various hands, 
and been com1ncted with various success. It is 

• 

remo.,l'kable that its most successful rival, in 
point of merit and usefulness, is now sustained 
in the f[Lmily of the original projector. 

Indeed, few mon ha,ve Jived in the last or the 
present century, who have been so uniformly 
and exemplarily devotecl to the best interests 
of the Immo.,n race. vVhatever object, what
ever design, bore the stamp of benevolence, seized 
his heart and enlisted his actlHLl efforts. Nor 
could he stn,nc1 aloof from .any causc which 
connected itself with the glory of God or the 
good of mo.,n . 
. .If the above hints concerning your revered 

• 

father sho.,l1 be of the least service, I shall be 
gratified. They are much more meagre than r 
could have wished; and they have been penned 
under the somewhat unpleasant apprel:J.el1sion 
that I could offer nothing which is not already 

26 
• 
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Imown at least to your father's friends, if not' 
to the public genern.lly. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 
With great regard, 

Your friend, and your fa,ther's friend, 
DANIEL DANA. 

FROM MISS Lucy OSGOOD. 

MEDFOllD, June 4, 1860. 

Mr. R. C. MOllSE: 

Dear Sir: After seeing you last Monday, 1 
recollected a source of information concerning 
your father, new probably to yourself, which, 
in a measure,supersedes the trifling communi
cation it is in my power to afford. The Rev. 
Thoma.s Whittemore, for many years tho U ni
versalistclergyman of Cambridge, and also 
Editor of that widely circulated- Universalist 
newspaper, called the "Trumpet," pubbshecl, 
a year or two since, his autobiography, in 
which he reports himself to hnve been the son 
of a baker in Charlestown, a man of slender 
health, who died in early life, leaving his family 
very poor. He was a constant attendant on 
your father's ministry, and experienced from 
him, in his last illness, a token of pastoral kind
ness and generosity, rarely recorded of any 
clergyman., 'This poor man wns sued for a debt 
exceeding a· hUlldrecl, dollal's; which he - had 
in~mrred in the necessary purchase of flour for 
his business during the war of 1812, when the 
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price of the sta.f[ of life WftS excessi ve. Your 
father found him in great distress, and, upon 
learning the ca,usc of it, at once relieved him 
by promptly offering to become his surety. If 
I remember rightly, there are two other notices 

• 

of Dr. Morse i{l the same work one describing 
most correctly his personal appearallce and 
lllitllIlerS, a,nd the other his calm demeanor 
during (l,n alarming thunder tempest,. on Sun-
day afternoon, in sermon time. ' 

My own remembrance of your father goes 
back to my earliest yctLrs. He was one whom, 
even when a child, I alWlLyS loved to see, as, 
from timo to timo, he visited at our house. It 
is, therefore, n flLir inference that he must have 
been very kind to children. Inc1eed, the bland 
softness of his whole deportment was rather 
antagoniHtic to the pugnacious attitude in which 
he often stood before the public .. But this pro
ceeded from a sense of duty, from his zealous 
anxiety that the churches should remain sound 
in the orthodox f!1ith .. The contests in which 
he WiLS so often engaged, seldom affected his 

• 

outward benring,as he entered into them rather 
from principle than from the gratification of a 

• 
hot temper. 

I look back upon him as a perfect gentleman, 
of peculiarly nttractive manners, which were 
greatly itided by a low sweet voice, yet of great 
compass, as it WitS heard without difficulty "Iv-hen 
he spoke in puLlic, and, whenever he sang, vvas 
capable of filling the largest churches with its 

• 

• 
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melody, overtopping all tho instrumo.ntal music, 
and drowning in jts rich peculin,r tones the 
voices of a.ny common elloir. Ho must ha.ve ' 
been fond, I think, of tho soeiety of the young, 
as my sister and I were never disappointed in 
our expectation of being' specjn,lly noticell 'uy, 

, 

him. Anc1 he, by no mortus, nogloetocl whItt 
he considered the duty of' warning [1,11<1 aLlmon
ishing, as he observed in us a tomlcncy towards, 
what seemed to him latitudimtrianism. I remem
ber receiving from him a very tellllel', but 
deeply solemn, reproof for expressing my f01:

vent assent to the Rev. NOfth Worcester's 
"Bible News," soon n,fter it was puulished. He 
assured me that the first step of deviation, 
from the old orthodox fttith wns the begin
ning of a descent down an inclinod plane 
towards the bottomlesl' pit. , 

• 

His conversH,tion, however, was by no moans 
confined to the discussion of theologicld dog
mas. It took in a wide range of' subjects, and 
wa,s ga,rnishedwith even lllore than the usua,l 
clerical a,mount of' anecdote. His extellsive 
trav,els in quest of geographica,l information 
had. ma,de him acqua,intednot only wi tIl plac8s, 
but with a vast variety of people .. He narrated 
extremely welL If he did not originate, ho 
faithfully reported and highly enjoyed wit and 

. humour, and hence always made himself n.gl'ce
able. Ionce met him at the bedside of a, dying 
relative who lived in Oharlestown and I was . , 
extremely touched by his overflowing sYl~pa" 

, 

• 
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thy and tenderness. Nothing could have been 
more soothing. Before conunending her depai,t
ing soul to Goel, he carefully inquired whether 

, 

there was n,ny special petition which she wished 
him to offe~', particularly whether she wished 
him at tlutt hour to make mention of a darling 
son in it foreign ltmcl, from w hom she had been 
.;;eparatucl seveml years. 

Of his style of preaching I retain no distinct 
impression, itS neither my earlier nor later 
biases were in httrmony with his theological 
tenets ,; yet few of my depart(~d friends have 
left with me cleltl'l~r images of their personal 
appearance or of their indi v ic1uali.ty' in social 
convorse, IIis t(tll, slemler form, the head 
always slightly inclining forwards, his ex
tremely n(~at <hess, mi.ld lllalHlel'S and pel'sua
sive tOlles, aided by the charm of that· perfect 
good bree(Ung which inspires even the rudest 
with a sontle of respoct ,for the true gentleman:, 
made him in nIl places a most acceptnble guest, 
while hisoWll house was always celebrttted as 
the very home of hospitality. Foreigners very 
extensi vc ly brought letters of introduction to 
Dr. MOl'l:lc, and, though his kil~dness of heart 
sometimes exposed hjm to imposition, he often 
had the opportunity of yielding efficient ser~ 
vice to eBtinmhlc and meritorious' characters. 
In his duties a,s [L host, his admirable wife zeal-

, 

ously co-operated, making his home attractive 
to visiters of every description, by her cordial, 
dignified and graceful manners, anel her anima~ 

, 
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ted conversation. She was indeed distinguished 
for possessing, in an eminent degree, both the 
fn.scination and the virtues which most adorn 

• 

a woman. 
If these very meagre reminiscences can be 

of any service to you, I make you heartily 
welcome to them, and sincerely t.hank you for 
having given 'me the opportunity to revive, in 
my own mind, the image of a venerated friend 
of my father, whom I have always remembered 
with affection. 

Respectfully yours, 
L. OSGOOD . 

• 

FROM THE REV. LEONARD BACON, D. D .. 

NEW HAVEN, November 15, 1866. 

Rev. WM. B. SPRAGUE, D. D.: . 

Dear Sir: My first sight of Dr. Morse was 
in my boyhood.. I had l'ead with wonder,and 
not without some advantage, years before, the 
two thick octavo volumes of his Universal 
Geography. That was almost the first con
siderable book which I had the opportunity 
of reading after the Bible; and though, at that 
early age, (between my seventh year and my 
tenth), the knowledge which I gained from it , 

without the aid of an atlas, and with no teacher 
but my mother,was much less than that which 
children now acquire in a good school from a 
much smaller text-book, I was profoundly 
impressed with the greatness of the man who 
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could write so great a book. In September, 
1816, the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions held its seventh annual 
session at Hartford; and though the business 

. , 

of the session was transacted. in private, there 
was one public meeting in which the Annual 
Sermon was preceded, or followed, by the read
ing of extracts from the report of the Pruden
tial Committee. Of the eminent men who 
appeared in Dr. Strong's pUlpit on that occa
sion, the one upon whom I looked most intolltly 
was the author of the great Geography. From 
that time I always retained a vivid remem
brance of his spare figure, his thin face, his 
keen eyes, and his' white hair, my memory 
being refreshed by seeing him once or twice 
within the next four years in the chapel pul
pit of Yale College. 

My nearer acquaintance with him commenced 
• 

while I was a theological student at Andover. 
I happened to be a fellow-traveller with him 
in a stage-coach, performing a night journey 
between Boston and Hartford; and, of course, 
as a young man unknown to him, (being then 

• 

not twenty years old,) I had an opportunity 
of seeing him with very little of the perspec
tive in which "distance lends enchantment to 
the view,"· and of experiencing something of 
his killdness and affability toward the young, 
a11(l of his old schoolconrtosy toward strangers. 

Three . years afterwards, in the autumn of 
1824, I came to supply, for a few Sabbaths, th.e 

• 
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pulpit of the First Church in New Haven. Dr. 
Morse had, in the men,n time, removeu. from 
Char1(~stown to this city; and having connected 
himself with the First Church, was one of the 
venemble and distingl1i shed men who gave 
character to the congregation, and whose pres
ence had something of awe in it for. a young 
preacher. He was very kind in his judgment 
of me, estimating my performances above their 
worth, and, interesting himself in the move-

, 

ment which fixed me here. He presided in 
the meeting of the Church when I was elected 
to the pastoral oifice. Ancl when, in March, 
1825, .r entered On my work, he gave me a 
most paternal welcome; and, thongh ex-minis
ters are sOlnetimes thought to be dangerous 
pari shioners, I had no better parishioners, none 
more kind, none more ready to hold up the 
hands of the inexperienced pastor, than he and 
his eRcellent wife, so long aFl they lived. 

Dr. Morse seemed then much older than other 
men of the same age. When he told me that 
Judge Daggett, who had not then become a judge, 
being in the full n,ctivity of his practice n,t the 
bar, was a classmate of his, I could hardly be
lieve him. I think 'he was prematurely old. 
His mind was active; he seemed full of litemry 
enterprise, and of schemes for doing good; but, 
if I judge correctly, "his natural forge," the 
executive energy which he had so :much of in 
his earli,er years, was somewhat" abated." He 
was full of convers!),tion, and overfl.owing with 

, 
.. 
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recollections of old times a.ml of times more 
recent; he wa,s a.s well informed of what was 
then going on in the world, as he could have 
been when he wa.s most a.cti vely concerned in 

, 

public a.ff'a.irs; but his whole appea.rancc was 
that of an old man who. has done his work, and 
in whom, consciously or unconsciously, the phy
sical force of earlier years is gradually failing. 

Some notes of the sermon prefwhed at his 
funeral, June 11, 1826, help me to recollect the 
impressions which I then had concerning him. 
My thought of his religious character was that, 
being grounded on a. definite understanding and 
firm belief of eva.ngelical truth, it hnd been 
marked by steadiness alH.l calmness of Christian 
experience. Having intelligently embraced the 
faith while he was young, he kept it to the end; 
and it sustained him through the labours and 
conflicts of his riper manhood, and the infirmi
ties of his declining years. The faith which he 
held, as a. believer in Christ, was the impelling, 
force in a life of a.ctive usefulness. He seems 
to have been one of those ·who begin their 
Christia.n course in the devout purpose of Flerv
ing God by doing good. The age in which he 
lived wa.s not less important in its relations to 
the future than the age now passing, a.nd he 
threw himself with a.Il his force into the ques
tions and movements of the time. No con 11'0-

" . 
versy could arise, but he must have a part in It. 
No hopeful enterprise could be PI'oposec1 f01' the 
advancement of religion, or for the public good 

• 
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, 

in 'any form, but he went into it with charac-
teristic forwardness. Nor did he wait for such 

, 

enterprises to be projected or proposed by oth-
ers; he was al ways devising schemes and 
methods of his own for doing good. He had 
by nature a restless energy of mind which must 
be always planning and doing, and to which re
pose was irksome; and he had trained himself, 
from his youth up, to a habit of industry which 
seized on every occasion and gathered up every 
fragment of time. It was his prayer that he 
might not outlive his usefulness; and while he 
rejoiced, as he often said, to see the young men 
coming forward and standing in the places of 
tho fathers, he felt that for him the fight was 

,not fought through till his conrse should be fin-
, 

ished, and that so long as he had any strength 
he must do something. ' 

I cannot think that·· these few recollections 
, 

will add anything to your knowledge of the 
man; but, such as they are, they are at your 

• serVIce. 
Yours, truly, 

LEONARD BACON. 

! , 
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* FROM 'fIlE REV. JOlIN TODD, D.D . 
• 

PITTSFIELD, 1Ilfay 21, 1855. 
DEAR DR. SPRAGUE: 

I was a boy~ perhaps fourteen years old, when 
I iirst saw Dr. Morse. He was then the pastor' 
over the olel church and society in Oharlestown. 
As I was then living with my cousin, Jeremiah 
Evarts, who was a member of Dr. Morse's church 
and a very particular friend, I was, therefore, 
often at his house on en~ands. Moreover, as I 
sat under his ministry for several years, and as 
I first made a profession of religion ata,bout the 

. age of fifteen under him, I had a good opportunity 
to know him well as a teacher, friend and guide, 
and to reeeive such impressions as would be 
natural to a boy of my age. It is sueh impres
sions only that I now propose to give. 

I recall him as I remember him in the pulpit, 
and in the social circle. On the canvass of the 
memory his form stands out before me, tall, slight, 

. graceful, and a little stooping, as he rises in the 
pulpit on the Sabbath morning. His countenance 
is uncommonly mild and benignant, his face is 
rather long, pale and careworn, his forehead 

, 
high a,nd fair. His hair is thin, white, silky, 

, dressed with great care, rmcl I think neatly pow
dered. His eye runs over the congregation 

* This letter was originally written to accompany 1.he biogl'fiphicfll 
sketch of Dr, :Morse in the" Anl1ltls of the American Pulpit" (vo1. n" 
'Page 253). It is reprinted here by special permission. 
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. quickly, and, though mild and gentle, I vresume 
it instantly takes in every full pew, and every 
vaCktnt pew, and every stranger, in hiA large 
church edifice. It is an eye th[1,t unites the , 

• 

gentle, the bright and the quick in an uncommon 
degree. His voice is soft, mild nnc1 musical, 
though on too high a key and not of gre[Lt com
pass. Perhaps it comes too near to the terI(l 
chanting; nbt that it is unpleasant, but that it 
lacks depth, compass and power. In delivering 
the sermon, which he always writes out in full, 

• 

and which lies before him in its black morocco 
case, he seems to aim to win, draw and persuade 
rather than to overwhelm with [Lrgument, or 
drive by the awfulness of manner or matter. 
Though all my remembrances of his preaching are 
only pleasurable, yet I cannot now recall striking 
things, peculiar things, or odd things, that he says 
in the pulpit. He never cultivates prongs. He has 
the appearance of a venerable and most tLffection
ate father, addressing his children, rather than a 
reprover rebuking evil doers, or a judge reading 

• 

fro111. his scroll the condemnation of the guilty. 
He loves rather to pluck the roses that grow on 
Mount Zion, than to handle the thorns which 

• 

cluster around Sinai. I can recall no one thing 
which I ovel' hetl,rd him say in the pulpit, which 
left an unpleasant impression, nor can I recall 
many that. pricked like goads and left their 
impression up.on the conscience, like a nail fixed 
in a sure place. His. mild, beaming face and 

• 
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melodious voice_ do much to coyer up asperities, 
should there be any., . 

In his dress, personal appearance and manners, 
Dr. Morse still stands before the eye as a gentle~ 
man of the old school. He wears a long coat and 
full vest of the day, small clothes with buckles 
at the knee, black silk stockings and nicely pol
ished shoes. His neckcloth is of snowy white~ 
ness, and his gloves black, silk, with the tips of 
the fingers cut off. ,iVhcn he walks the street 
with his gold-headed cane, his tall and graceful 
form and his whole appearance point him out to 
a stranger as a gentleman in all his habits .. His 
manners are highly polished, and he has uncom~ 
mon conversational powers. Having a personal 
acquaintance all over the country, in corr~spond~ 
ence abroad with such men as Wilberforce, 
Zachary Macaulay and Dr. Erskine, having ,a 
memory which is a vast repository of informa': 
tion, individual history and anecdote, it is not 
surprising that he is one of the most agreeable. 
of men in conversation. At his day, before the 
religious press had become a power, or had hardly
an existence, men had more intercourse by corre~ 
spondence and by personal interviews than now. 

He lived before, rather than behind his age, 
and there, was no great and good enterprise 
moved, whether through the press, Home Mis~ 
sionary Society, Theological Seminary, Educa~ 
tion Society, or Foreign Missions, where he was 
not foremost; I remember with what energy he 
took hold of the first religious newspaper ever 

27 

, 

• 
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published in the land ·The Recorder started and 
brought into existence by his SOll, Sidney E., 
Morse" and that he took upon himself the pecuni~ 
ary responsibility, when otherwise the enter-
prise would have failed. .' 

At a day when strong men were smiting the 
rock to draw out the waters of the many rivers 
which now make glad the city of our God, there 
ha,cl to be, of necessity, a great amount of consul
tation, discussion and planning. All the great 
benevolent institutions of the land were organ
ized almost simultaneously. At that day, too, 
hospitality was a greater, or certainly a more 
common virtue than now, a,nd the house of Dr. 
Morse was always full. Living in the centre of 
the town, within a few minutes' walk of Boston, 
and keeping open doors, he had no lack of com
pany. 

Mrs. Morse, too, was a noble specimen of a 
woman. And here let me say, that if we men 
who toil out amid the 'storms of life, and whose 
works are noisy, seen and known, if we accom
plish anything of value, it is often, if not gen~ 
erally, fully as much owing to the encourage-. 
ment and aid we receive from those who are 
not seen, known or praised, as to our own efforts. 
Mrs. Morse was the first woman that ever gave 
me the full impression of what a wife and mother 
can be. Her sons were then with her, and the 
genius and enterprise that ·have since been mani
fested through the press, authorship, the pencil . 
of the artist, [md the telegraph wires, were then 
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beginning to show themselves. An orphan my
self, and never having known a home, many a 
-time have I gone away from Dr. Morse's house 
'in tears, feeling that such a home must be more 
like Heaven than any of which I could conceive. 
_ ':[1he inventor of the Telegraph,- that marvel 

which will CrLrry his name down to the end of _ 
time, which will do more to civilize and elevate 
humanity than we c"an now conceive, had just 
returned from EUrope, where he had been to com
plete his professional studies. One of the first 
things he did, On his return, was to paint liis 
mother, reading by candle light. It was a small 
picture, and though I saw it in a room contain
ing "The dying Hercules," and the like, yet it 
was the only picture I saw. It made my flesh 
creep. It might not do so now, but I have seen 
many paintings since, and never one that made 
the impression On me which that did. Was it 
the picture or my youth? Oi' does everyone 
receive such an impression from some one picture? 
Alas! the apple we eat in boyhood will never be 
the same when plucked by manhood. 

Mrs. Morse did her full share in managing the 
domestic affairs of the family, in receiving and 
entertaining her numerous guests, and in making 
her house what the people were wont to call ,,'a 
public place, though not a tavern." Her house 
was open to all, and seldom did I go there, as I 
often went on errands, without finding it full. 
It was a hospitality beyond anything I have ever 
seen. Without detracting a whit from the father, 

, 
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I feel that the mother of the Morses deserves to 
• 

be held in most honorable !p.emory. If she made 
impression on them in proportion as she did on 
me her influence in forming their characters , . 
must have been very great. 

Dr. Morse lived before his times, and was in 
advance of his generation. So I thought when a 
boy, and so I think now. Others will speak on 
these points; I am only recalling the impressions 
.which I received. I well remember attending 
the first meeting ever held in that region, to 
organize. a Sabbath School. Dr. Morse was the 
mover in it, and I was a teacher from its very 
opening. I remember him as he stood at the 
weekly meetings in the chapel in his garden,-.
his tender intercourse with young converts,· a,nd 
as he stood at the communion table, and with the 
affection of John, the beloved disciple, brake 
bread to his floclL . Those who agreed with him 
in doctrinal belief, loved and revered him as a 

. father, those who did not, were anything but 
. cordial. His friends were warm and so were his 

enemies. He lived in a,transition day, when old 
things were crumbling away and new elements 
were combining and crystallizing; when opinions 
had to be weighed and. tried; when every part 
of the character was putto rack, and when things 
which are now known to be small and of little 
consequence looked large. It is no wonder if a 
ship, rolling and tossing on those stormy waters, 
should be made to reveal all the weaknesses she 

• 

had. But when the time comes, if ever it shall . 
• 
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come, when the men of th(Lt genemtion shall be 
impartially estimated, I have no doubt but it will 
be fouuel that one of the most ready and efficient 
workers (Lull f(Lr-rea.ching planners of his day was 

• 

J edicliah Morse. Yours, most truly, 
J. TODD. 

• 

FINIS • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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