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LETTZILER L

. My dear Madam, Nove—1%4s.

OO much of that impatience which you fpeak

of, towards thofe who differ from us in fome
religious fentiments, is obfervable on all fides. I
do not confider it as the faunlt of a few individuals,
or of this or that party, fo much as the effeét of
that inherent imperfe&ion which is common to our
whole race. Anger and fcorn are equally unbe-
coming in thofe who profefs to be followers of the
meek and lowly Jefus, and who acknowledge them-
felves to be both finful and fallible; but too often
{omething of this leaven will be found cleaving to
the beft charalters, and mixed with honeft endea-
vours to ferve the beft caufe.  But thus it was from
the beginning ; and we have reafon to confefs that
we are no better than the apottles were, who, tho'
they meant well, manifefted once and again a wrong
{piritin their zeal, Luke, ix. 54. Obfervation and
experience contribute, by the grace of God, gra-
dually to foften and {weeten our fpirits; but then
there will always be ground ror mutual forbearance
and mutual forgivenefs on this head. However, fo
far as I may ju'ge of myielt, I think this hatinefs
1s not my moft ea!y befetting fin, 1 am vor indeed
an advocate for that inditference and luk warmnefs
to the truths of God, which feem to conititate
the candour many plead for in the prefent day.
Bur while I defire to ho!d fult the found dodtrines
of the golpel towards the perfons ot wy tcilow.

gf.ﬂ 2 ﬂf’;flrqu‘S-
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creatures, I with to exercife all moderation and be-
nevolence : Proteftants or Papifts, Socinians or
Deifts, Jews, Samaritans, or Mahometans, all are
my neighbours, they have all a claim upon me for
the common offices of humanity. As to religion,
they cannot all be right; nor may I compliment
them by allowing the differences between us are but
trivial, when I believe and know they are import-
ant; but [ am not to expeét them to fee with my
eyes, - 1am deeply convinced of the truth of John
Baptift’s aphorifm, John, iii. 27. * A man can re-
“¢ ceive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.”
I well know, that the little meafure of knowledge
I have obtained in the things of God has not been
owing to my own wildom and docility, but to his
goodnefs, Nordid I ger it all at once: he has
been pleafed to exercife much patience and long-
{uffering towards me, for about twenty-feven years
paft, fince he firft gave me a defire of learning
from himfelf. He has graciouflyp accommodated
him{elf to my weaknefs, borne with my miftakes,
and helped me through innumerable prejudices,
which, but for his mercy, would have been infu-
perable hindrances : I have therefore no right to
be angry, impatient, or cenforious, efpecially as I
have fiill much to learn, and am fo poorly in-
fluenced by what [ feem to know. I am weary of
controverfies and difputes, and defire 1o chufe for
myfelf, and to point out to others, Mary’s part, to
fit at Jefus feet, and to hear his words, And,
blefled be his name ! {o far as I have learned from
him, I am favoured with a comfortable certainty,
I know whom I have believed, and am no longer
toffed about by the various winds and ‘tides of opi-
nions, by which I fee many are dafhed one againft
the other. But 1 cannot, I muft not, I dare not
contend ; only, as a witpels for God, I am rea-

dy to bear my fimple teftimony to what 1 bave
known
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known of his truth, whenever I am properly called
to it. _
I agree with you, that fome accounted evangeli-
cal teachers have too much confined themfclves to
a few leading and favourite topics. I think this a
fault; and believe, when it is conftantly fo, the
auditories are deprived of much edification and
pleafure, which they might receive from a more
judicious and comprehenfive plan, The whole
{cripture, as it confifts of hiftories, prophecies, doc-
trines, precepts, promiles, exhortations, admoni-
tions, encouragements, and reproofs, is the pro-
per fubject of the gofpel-miniftry; and every part
fhould in its place and courfe be attended to; yet
{o as that, in every compartment we exhibit, Jefus
fhould be the capital figure; in whom the prophe-
cics are fulfilled, the promifes eftablifhed ; to whom,
in a way of type and emblem, the moft important
parts of fcripture-hiftory have an exprefs refer-
ence; and from whom alone we can receive thats
life, ftrength, and encouragement, which are ne-
ceffary to make obedience either pleafing or pradti-
cable. And where there is frue fpiritual faith in the
heart, and in exercife, I believe a perfon will not {o
much need a detail of what he is to pradtife, as to be
often greatly at a lofs without it, Qur Saviour’s
commandments are plain and clear in themfelves ;
and that love which fprings from faith is the beft
cafuit and commentator to apply and enforce
them.
~ You are pleafed to fay, ‘¢ Forgive me if I tran{-
grefs; Iknow the place whereon I ftand is holy
ground ¥ Permit me to aflure you, my dear Ma-
dam, that were I, which I am not, a perfon of
{fome importance, you would run no hazard of of-
tending me by controverting any of my fentiments ;

I'hold none (knowingly) which I am not willing
to {ubmit to examiuation; nor am I afiaid of of-

A3 fending
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fending- you by fpeaking freely, when you point
out my way. I fhould wrong you, if I thought to
pleafe you by palliating or difguifing the fentiments
of my heart; and if I attempted to do o, you would
fee through the defign, and defpife it. There may
perhaps be an improper manner of chiming upon
the name of Jefus, and I am not for vindicating
any impropriety; yet could.I feel what I ought to
mean when I pronounce that name, I fhould not
fear mentioning it too often. Iam afraid of no
excels in thinking highly of it, becaufe I read it is
the will of God, that all men fhould honour the .
Son as they honour the Father. Laboured expli-
cations of the Trinity I always avoid. T am afraid
of darkening counfel by words without knowledge.
Scripture, and even reafon affures me, there is but
one God, whofe name akneis Jehovah. Scripture
likewife aflures me, that Chrift is God, that Jefus
is fchovah. 1 cannot fay that reafon affents with
equal readinefs to this propofition as to the former.
But admitting what the fcripture teaches concerne
ing the evil of fin, the depravity of human na-
ture, the method of falvation, and the offices of
the Saviour ; admicting that God has purpofed to
glority, not his mercy only, but his juftice, in the
work of redemption; that thé blood fhed upon
the crofs is 2 proper, adequate fatisfadtion for fin;
and that the Redeemer is at prefent the fhepherd
of thofe who believe in him, and will hereafter be
the judge of the world ; that in order to give the ef-
fectual help which we need, it is neceflary that he
be always intimately with thofe who depend upon
him in every age, in every place; muft know the
thoughts and intents of every heart; muft have his
eye always upon them, his ear always open to them,
his arm ever ftretched out for their relief; that
they can receive nothing but what he beftows, can
do nothing but as he enables them, nor ftand a mo-

ment
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ment but as he upholds them: admitting thefe and
the like promifes, with which the word of God a-
bounds, reafon muft allow, whatever difficulties may
attend the thought, that only he who 1s God over
all, blefled for ever, is able or worthy to execute
this complicated plan, every part of which requires
the exertion of infinite wifdom and almighty power
nor am I able to form any clear, fatisfadtory, com-
fortable thoughts of God, fuited to awaken my
love or engage my truft, but as he has been pleafed
to reveal himfelf in the perfon of Jefus Chrift. I
believe with the Apoftle, that God was once mani-
fefted in the fleth upon earth; and that he is now
manifefted in the flefh in heaven: and that the
worthip, not only of redeemed finners, but of the
holy angels, is addreflfed to the Lamb that was flain,
and who, in that nature in which he fuffered, now
exercifes univerfal dominion, and has the govern-
ment of heaven, earth, and hell upon his fhoulders.
This truth is the foundation upon which my hope
is built, the fountain from whence I derive all my
firength and confolation, and my only encourage-
ment for venturing to the throne of grace, for grace
to help in time of need.

Till God in human flefb I fee,
My thoughts no comfort find s

The holy, jufty and facred Three,
Are terrors to my mind.

But if Immanuel’s face appear,
My hope, my joy begins

His name forbids my flavifb fear,
His grace remaves my fins,

I am, I)wever, free to confefs to you, that,
through the pride and unbelicf remaining in my
heart, and the power of Satan’s temptations, there
are feafons when [ find no fmall perplexity and evil

A4 reafonings
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reafonings upon this high point: but it is fo abfo-
hutely eflential to my peace, that I cannot part with
it; for I cannot give it up, without giving up all
hope of falvation on the one hand, and giving up
the Bible, as an unmeaning, contradiltory fable,
on the other: and through mercy, for the moft
part, when I am in my right mind, I am as fully
perfuaded of this truth as I am of my own exift-
ence; but from the exercifes [ have had about i,
I have learned to fublcribe to the Apoftle’s declara-
tion, that  no man can fay that Jefus Chrift 1s
¢ Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft.” [ am well fa-
tisfied, it will not be a burden to me at the hour of
death, nor be laid to my charge at the day of judge-
ment, thatI have thought too highly of Jefus, ex-
pected too much from him myfelf, or laboured too
much in commending and fetting him forth to
others, as the Alpha and Omega, the true God and
eternal life. On the contrary, alas! alas! my guilt
and grief are, that my thoughts of him are {o faint,
{o infrequent, and my commendations of him fo
lamentably cold and difproportionate to what they
ought to be.

I know not whofe letters are rapturous, but I
wifh mine were more {o: not that I am a friend to
ungrounded fallies of imagination, flights of animal
paflions, or heat without light. But it would be
amazing to me, were I not aware of human depra-
vity {of which I confider this as one of the moft
ftriking proofs), that they who have any good hope
of an intereft in the pofpel-falvation do not find
their hearts (as Dr Wauts exprefles it), all on fire;
and that their very looks do not exprefs a trani-
portof admiration, qratitude, and love, when they
confider from wnat mifery they are redeemed, to
what happinefs they are called, and what a price
was paid for their {fouls. I'with to be more Like the
Apofile Paul in this refpet, who, though he often

{Qyms



r-

. b

forms and compounds new words, feems at a lofs
for any that could fuitably defcribe the emotions of
his heart. But I am perfuaded you would not ob-
ject to the juft fervours of feriptural devotion. But
this holy flame can feldom be found unfullied in the
prefent lite.  The temper, conftitution, and infir-
mities of individuals will mix more or Iefs with
what they fay or do. Allowances muft be made
for {uch things in the prefent ftate of infirmity 3 for
who can hope to be perfeltly free from them ? If
the heart is right with God, and fincerely affcéted
with the wonders of redeeming love, our gracious
high prieft, who knows our weaknefs, pities and
pardons what is amifs, accepts our poor efforts,
and gradually teaches us to difcern and avoid what
1s blameable. The work of grace, in its firft fiz-
ges, I fometimes compuare to the lighting of a fire,
where for a while there is abundance of fmoke,
but it burns clearer and clearer. There is often,
both in letters and books, what might be very well
omitted ; but if 2 love to God and fouls be the
leading principle, I pais as gentle cenfure upon the
reft as 1 can, and apply to fome eccentric expref-
frons, what Mr Prior fomewhere fays of our civil
diflenfions in this land of liberty,

Let. t. Letters to Mrs

A bad effect, but from a noble caufs,

I am, %c.
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LETTER IL

My dear Madam, February 16. 19776.

IT gave me great comfort to find, that what I

wrote concerning the divine charalter of Jefus
as God manifeft in the fleth, met with your appro-
bation. This doftrine is, in my view, the great
foundation.ftone upon which all true religion is
built : but, alas! in the prefent day, it is the fium-
bling ftone and rock of offence, upon which toq
many, fondly prefuming upon their own wildom,
fall and are broken. Iam fo far from wondering
that any fhould doubt of it, that I am firmly per-
fuaded none can truly believe it, however plainly
fet forth in feripture, unlefs it be revealed to them
from heaven; or, in the apofile’s words, that ¢ no
¢ one can call Jefus Chrift Lord, but by the Holy
¢ Ghoft.” I believe there are many who think
they believe ir, becaufe they have taken it for grant
ed, and never attentively confidered thé¢ difliculties
with which it is attended in the e¢ye of fallen rea-
fon. Judging by natural light, it feems impoflible
to believe that the title of the true God and eternal
lite thould properly belong to that defpifed man
who hung dead upon the crofs, expofed to the in-
fults of his cruel enemies. I know nothing that
can obviate the objeftions the reafoning mind is
ready to form againft it, but a real conviftion of
the finfulnefs of fin, and the ftate of a finner as
expoled to the curfe of the holy law, and deftitute
of every plea and hope in himielf. Then the ne-
ceffity of a Redeemer, and the neceffity of this Re-
deemer’s being almighty, is feen” and felt, with an
cvidence which bears down all oppofition; tor nei-

ther the ¢fficacy of his atonement and interceflion,
nop
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nor his fufficiency to guide, fave, protect, and feed
thofe who truft in him, can be conceived of with
out it. When the eyes ot the underftanding are
opened, the {foul made acquainted with and atten-
tive to its own ftate and wants, he that runs may
read this truth, not in a few detached texts of a
dubious import, and liable to be twifted and tor-
tured by the arts of criticifm, but as interwoven i
the very frame and texture of the Bible, and writ-
ten, as with a fun-beam, throughout the principal
parts both of the Old and New Teftament, If
Chrift be the fhepherd and the hufband of his
people under the gofpel, and it his coming into the
world did not abridge thofe who feared God of the
privileges they were intitled to betore his appear-
ance, it follows by undeniable confcquence, ¢ that
¢¢ he is God over all, blefled for ever,” For Da-
vid tells us, that his fhepherd was Jchovah; and
the hufhband of the Old Teftament church was the
maker and God of the whole earth, the Holy One
of liracl, whofe name is the Lord of Hofts, Pial.
xxitt. 1. If, liv. 8, with xlvil. 4. 1 agree with you,
Madam, that among the many attempts which
have bcen made to prove and illufirate the {crip-
ture-dotrine, that the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Spirit, are one God, there have been many
injudicions, unwarrantable things advanced, which
hava perplexed inftead of inftructing, and of which
the ¢nemices of the truth have known how to make
their advantage. However, there have been tracts
upon thefe fublime fubjects which have been writ-
ten with judgement and an undtion, and 1 believe:
attended with a blefling. 1 fcem to prefer Mr
Jones’s book on the Trinity to any I have feen,
becaufe he does lit:le-more than ftate fome of the
fcripture-evidence for it, and draws his inferences
brictly and plainiy ; though even he has admitted
a. few texts, which may perhaps be thought not

Ao quite.
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quite full to the point; and he has certainly omit-
ted feveral of the moft exprefs and {trongeit tefii-
monies. 1he beft and happieft proof of all, that
this dotrine is true 1n wfelf and true to us, is the
cxperience of its effets. They who know his name
will put their truft in him : they who are rightly
imprefled with his aftonithing condefcenfion and
leve, jn emptying himfelf, and fubmitting to the
death of the crofs for our fakes, will find them-
{fclves under a {fweet conftraint to love him again,
and will feel a little of that emotion of heart which
the apoitle exprefles in that lively paflage, Gal. vi,
14. 'The knowledge of Chrift crucified (like Ithu-
riel’s fpear) removes the falfe appearances by which
we have been too long cheated, and fhnews us the
men and the things, the {pirit, cuftoms, and maxims
of the world, in tiieir juft light. Were 1 pertedidy
mafter of myfelf and my fubject, 1 would nevesr
adduce any text in proof of a duéltrine or aflertion
from the pulpit, which was not diret and conclu-
five; becaufe it a text is prefled into an argument
to which it has no proper relation, it rather ¢n-
cumbers than fupports it, and raifes a fufpicion that
the caute is weak, and better teftimonies in its fa-
vour cannot be obtained. Some mifapplications of
this kind have been fo long in ufe, that they pafs
pretty current, though, if brought to the affay,
they would be found not quite Sterling: but 1 en-
deavour to avoid them to the beft of my judgement.
Thus, for inftance, I have often heard, Rom. xiv.
23. ¢ whatfoever is not of faith is fin,” quoted to
prove, that without a principle of faving faith we
can perform nothing acceptable to God ; whereas
it feems clear from the context, that faith 1s there
ufed in another fenfe, and fignifics a firm perfua-
fion of mind refpeting the lawfulnefs of the action.
However, I doubt not but the propofition in itfelf

is frictly true in the other fenfe, if confidered de-
| tached
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tached from the connection in which it ftands § but
I thould rather choofe to prove it from other pal-
fages, where it is directly athirmed, as Heb. x1. 6.
Martth. xii 33. In fuch cafes, 1 think hearers
fhould be careful not to be prejudiced againit a
doérine, merely becaufe it is not well fupported 3
for perhaps it is capable of folid proof, though the
preacher was not {o happy as to hit upon that which
was moft fuitable; and extempore preachers may
fometimes hope for a littde allowance upon this
head, from the more candid part of their auditory,
and not be made offenders for an inadvertence,
which they cannot perhaps always avoid in the hur-
vy of fpeaking. With refpet to the application of
" fome paffages in the Old Teftament to our Lord
and Saviour, I hold it fafeft to keep clole to the
fpecimens the apoftles have given us, and I would
venture with caution if I go beyond their liney yet
it is probable they have only given us a {pecimen,
and that there are a great number of paflages which
have a dire& reference to gofpel-truths, though
we may run fome hazard in making out the allu-
fion. If St Paul had not gone betfore me, I {hould
have hefitated to affert, that the prohibition, “Thou
¢¢ {halt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
¢ corn,” was given, not upon the account of oxen,
but altogether tor our fakes: nor fhould I without
his afliftance have found out, that the hiftory of
Sarah and Hagar was a defigned allegory, to {ct
forth the difference between the law and gofpel co-
venants. [herefore, when 1 hear minifters tracing
fome other allufions, I cannot be always fure that
they pufth them too far, though perhaps they are
not quite fatistatory to my judgement; for it may
be, they have a farther infight into the meaning of
the places than myfelf. And I think fcriptures
may be fometimes ufed to advantage, by way of
accommodation in popular difcouries, and in fomes

thing
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thing of a different fenfc from what they bear in
the place where they ftand, provided they are not
alledged as proofs, but only to illuftrate a tiuth
already proved or acknowledged. Though Job’s
friends and Job himfelf were miftaken, there are
many great traths in their fpeeches, which, as fuch,
may, I think, ftand as the foundation of a dif-
courfe. Nay, I either have, or have often intended
to borrow a truth from the mouth even of Satan,
¢ Haft thou not fet a hedge about him ¢” fuch a
confeflion extorted from our grand adverfary pla-
cing the fatety of the Lord’s people, under his pro=
vidential care, in a very firiking light.

I perfetly agree with you, Madam, that our
religious fenfations and exercifes are much influ-
enced and tinCtured by natural conftitution; and
that theretore tears and warm emotions on the one
hand, or a comparative drynefs of fpirit on the
other, are no fure indications of the real flate of
the heart. Appearances may agree in different
perfons, or vary in the fame perion, from caufes
merely natural: even a change of weather may
have fome influence in raifing or deprefling the
{pirits, where the nerves are very delicate; and I
think fuch perfons are more fufceptive of impref-
fions from the agency of invifible powers, both
good and evil; an agency which, though we can-
not explain, experience will not permit us to deny,
However, though circumftantials rife and fall, the
real difference between nature and grace remains
unalterable. That work of God upon the heart
which is fometimes called a new birth, at others a
new creation, is as diftant from the higheft effeéts
of natrural principles, or the mofl fpecious imita-
tions which education or refolutions can. produce,
as light is from darknefs, or life from death, Only
he who made the world can cither make a Chrie

{tian, or fupport and carry on his own work. A
thirft
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thirft after God as our portion ; a delight in Jefus,

as the only way and door; a renunciation of felf
and of the world, fo far as it is oppofite to the
fpirit of the gofpel : thefe, and the like fruits of
that grace which bringeth falvation, are not only
beyond the power of our fallen nature, but cone
trary to its tendency; fo that we can have no de.
fires of this kind till they are given us from above,
and can for a feafon hardly bear to hear them fpo-
ken of, either as excellent or neceflary.

I am, &c.
P WV I g I g U g Al gl Vg Ll g A0~ U g N Y XV YV s Y X P

LETTER I

My dear Madam, September 17. 1976,

E are much indebted to you for your kind

thoughts of ws. Hitherto I feel no uneafi-
nefs about what is before mes but I am afraid my
tranquillity does not wholly fpring from truft in
the Lord, and fubmiffion to his will, but that a
part of it at leaft is derived from the aflurances
Mr W. gave me, that the operation would be nei-
ther difficult nor dangerous. I have not much of
the hero in my conftitution; if in great pains or
fharp trials I thould ever thow a becoming forti-
tude, 1t muft be given me trom above. I defire to
leave all with him, in whole hands my ways are,
and who has promifed me firength according to my
day.

I rejoice that the Lord has not only made you
defirous of being ufctul to others in their {piritual
concerns, but has given vou in {fome inftances to
fce, that your defires and attempts have not been
in vain.. 1 ihall chanktully accept of the commif

fion
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fion you are pleafed to offer me, and take a plea-
fure in perufing any papers you may think proper
to put into my hands, and offer you my fentiments
with that fimplicity which I am perfuaded will be
much more agreeable to you than compliments.
Though I know there is in general a delicacy and
difficulty in fervices of this kind, yet with refpeét
to yourfelf I feem to have nothing to fear.

I have often withed we had more female pens
employed in the fervice of the fan&tuary. Though
few ladies encumber themfelves with the apparatus
of Latin and Greek, or engage in voluminous per-
formances; yet in the article of eflay-writing, I
think many are quahliied to fucceed better than
moft men, having a peculiar eafinefs of fyle, which
few of us can imitate. I remember you once {hewed
me a paper, together with the corretions and al-
terations propofed by a gentleman whof. ¢pinion
you had afked. 1 thought his corretions had in-
jured it, and given it an air ot ftiffnefs, which is
often obfcyvable when learned men write in Eng-
lifh. Grammatical rules, as they are called, are
wholly derived from the mode of fpeaking or wri-
ting which obtains am. ngft thofe who beit under-
ftand the language; for the language muft be fup-
pofed eftablithed before any grammar can be made
for it: and therefore women who, frgm the
courfe of their education and life, have hz’tl_g}n op-
portunity of reading the beft written books, and
converfing with thofe who-{peak well, though they
do not burden themfelves with the formality of
grammar, have often more fkill in the Englith lan-
guage than the men who can call every figure of
fpeech by a Latin or Greek name. You may be
fure, Madam, I thall not wifh your papers fup-
pretfled, merely becaufe they were not written by 2
learned man. Language and ftyle, however, are

but the drefs. Trifles, however adorned, are trifles
ftill.

e
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ftill. A perfon of Ipiritual difcernment would ra-
ther be the author of one page written in the
humble garb of Bunyan, upon a ferious {ubjedt,
than to be able to rival the fprightlinefs and ele
gance of Lady M. W. Montague, unlels it could
be with a view to edification. The fubjets you
propole are important; and with refpect to facra-
mental meditations, and all devotional exercifes fo
called, I perfetly agree with you, that to be atfelt-
ing and ufeful they muft be diftated rather by the
heart than by the head; and are moft likely to n-
fluence others, when they are the fruits and tran.
fcripts of our own experience. 30 far as I know,
we are but fcantily provided with ipecimens of this
fort in print, and therefore 1 {1all be glad to {ee an
acceflion to the public {ftock. Your other thought
of helps to recolleftion on Saturday evenings is, I
think, -an attempt in which none have been betore-
hand with you. So that, according ro the general
appearance, 1 feel mvfelf difpoted to eucourage
you to do as you have purpoied. On the other
hand, if I meet with any thing, on the perufal of
the papers, which in my view may icem to need
alteration, I will freely and faittiully poiar it out.
I can almoft finile nsw, to think you once clafa
fed me amongit the Stsics. 1f 1 dare fpeak with
confidence of myfelf in any thing, I think I may
lay claim to a little of that pleafing, painful thing
fenGibility. 1 need not boaft of i, for it has too
otten been my fnare, my fin, and my punifhment.
Yet I would be thankful for a fpice of it, as the
Lord’s gift, and when rightly exercifed it is valu-
able; and I think I fhould make but an avkward
minifter without it, efpecially here.  Where there
is this {fenfibility in the natural temper, it will give
a tinCture or caft to our religious expreflion  In-
deed I otten find this fenfibility weskeft where it
ihould be ftrongeft, and have reafon to reproach
. my{elf

Let. 3. Letters to Mrs
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myfelf that I am no more affefted by the cha
racter, love, and fufferings of my Lord and Sa-
viour, and my own peculiar perfonal obligations
to him. However, my views of religion have been
fuch for many years, as I fuppofed more likely to
make me be deemed an enthufiaft than a Stoic. A
moonlight head-knowledge derived from a {yftem
of {entiments, however true in themfelves, is in my
judgement a poor thing: nor, on the other hand,
am I an admirer of thofe rapturous {allies, which
are more Owing to a warm imagination, than toa
juft perception of the power and importance of
gofpel-truth. The gofpel addrefles both head and
heart; and where it has its proper effet, where it
1s received as the word of God, and is clothed
with the authority and energy of the holy Spirit,
the underftanding is enlightened, the affcltions a-
wakened and engaged, the will brought into {uba
jection, and the whole foul delivered to its ime
prefion as wax to the feal. When this is the
cale; when the affetions do not take the lead, and
pufh forward with a blind impulfe, but arife from
the principles of fcripture, and are governed by
them, the more warmth the better. Yet in this -
ftate of infirmity, nothing is perfet; and our na-
tural temperament and difpofition will have more
influence upon our religious fenfations than we
arc- ordinarily aware. Ir is well to know how to
make proper allowances and abatements upon this
head, in the judgement we form both of ourfelves
and of others. Many good people are diftrefled
and alternately elated by frames and feelings, which
perhaps are more conftitutional than properly reli-
gious experiences. I dare not tell you, Madam, what
Iam; but I can tell you what I wifh to be. 'The
love of God, as mamfeﬁed in Jefus Chrift, is what

I would with to be the abiding objet of my con-
templation; not merely to fpeculate upon it- as
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2 do&rine, but fo to feel it, and my own in-
tereft in it, as to have my heart filled with its

effeCts, and transformed into its refemblance ; that

with this glorious exemplar in my view, I may be
animated to a fpirit of benevolence, love, and
compafion, to all around me; that my love may
| be primarily fixed upon him who has fo loved me,
Eand then, for his fake, diffufed to all his children,
gand to all his creatures. Then, knowing that
i much is forgiver to me, I fhould be prompted to
Ethe ready exercife of forgivenefs, if I have aught
’?again& any. ‘Then I fhould be humble, patient,
; and {ubmiflive under all his difpenfations ; meck,
' gentle, forbearing, and kind to my fellow worms.
' Then I thould be adtive and diligent in improving
all my talents and powers in his {ervice, and for
his glory; and live not to mylelf, but to him who
loved me and gave himfelf for me,

Iam, &c.
NG LN ONAILA LN

LETTER IV.

My dear Madam, Nov. 20, 1796,

I Am perfuaded you need not be told, that though
there are perhaps fuppofable extremities in which
{felf would prevail over all confiderations, yet in
general it is more eafy to fuffer in our own perfons,
than in the perfons of thofe whom we dearly love;
for through fuch a medium our apprehenfions pofe
_ﬁbly receive the idea of the trouble enlarged beyond
its juft dimenfions; and it would fit lighter upon

us if it were properly our own cafe, for then we
fhould feel it all, and there would be no room for
Imagination to exaggerate, -
| But
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But though I feel grief, I truft the Lord has

mercifully preferved me from impatience and mur-
muring, and that in the midft --f all the pleadings
ot fleth and blo.d, there is a fomcthing within me
that aims ¢ {ay withont referve or exception, Not
my will, but thine be done.

It is a comtortable confideration, that he with
whom we have to do, our great High Prieft, who
once put away owr fins by the facrifice of himfelf,
and now for cver app-ars in the orefence of God
for us, is not only poil-fled of fovereign authority
and infinite power, but wears our very nature,
and feels and cxercifes in the higheft degree thofe
tendernzfies and commiierations, which I conceive
are eflential to humanity in its perfelt ftate. The
whole hiftory of his wondertul life is full of inimi-
table inftances of this kind. His bowels were mo-
“ved before his arma was cxerted : he condefcended to
mingle tears with mourners, and wept over diftrefles
which he intended to relieve. He is ftill the fame
in his exalted ttate 5 compaflions dwell within his
heart. In a way inconceivable to us, but con-
fiftent with his fupreme dignity and perfeétion of
happinefs and glory, he ftill feels tor his people.
When Saul pérfecutéd the members upon earth, the
head complained from heaven : and fooner ﬂnll the
molit tender mother fit infenfible and inattentive to
the cries and wants of her infant, than the Lord
Jefus be an uncoocerned fpetator of his fuffering
- children. No, with the ¢ye, and the ear, and the
heart of a friend, he attends to their forrows; he
counts their fighs, puts their tears in his bottle ;
and when our {pirits are overwhelmed within us,
he knows « ur path, and adjufts the time, the mea-
fure of our trials, and every thing that is neceflary
for our prefent fup.ort and [eafonable deliverance,
with the fame unerring wildom and accuracy as
he weighed the mountains in icales and hills in

a
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a balance, and meted out the heavens with a
fpan, OSiill more, befides his benevolent, he has
an cxperimental {ympathy. He knows our {or-
rows, not merely as he knows all things, but as
one who has been in our fituation, and who,
though without fin himfelf, endured when upon
earth inexpreflibly more for us than he will ever lay
upon us. He has fanhfied poverty, pain, dif-
grace, temptation, and death, by pafling through
thefe ftates; and in whatever ftates his people are,
they may by faith have fellowihip with him in their
fufferings, and he will by fympathy and love have
fellowthip and intereft with them in theirs. What
then fhall we fear, or of what fhall we complain ?
when all our concerns are written upon his heart,
and their management, to the vory hairs of our
head, are under his care and providence; when he
pities us more than we can do ourfelves, and has
engaged his almighty power to f{uftain and relieve
us. However, as he is tender, he i1s wife alfo ; he
loves us, but efpecially with regard to our beft in~
terefts. If there were not fomething in our hearts
and our fituation that required difcipline and medi-
cine, he fo delights in our profperity that we {hould
never be in.heavinefs. The innumerable comforts
and mercies with which he enriches even thofe we
call our darker days, are fufficient proofs that he
~does not willingly grieve us: but when he fees a
need be for chaitifement, he will not with-hold it
becaufe he loves us3 on the contrary, that is the
very realon why he afflits.  He will put his filver
into the fire to purify it ; but he fits by the furnace
as a refiner, to diret the procefs, and to fecure the
end he has in view, that we may neither fuffer too
much, nor fuffer.in vain.
Il am, &c,

LET-
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LETTER V.

My dear Madam, Dec, — 1%370.

. I Have often preached to others of the benefit

of afflition; but my own path for many years
has been fo fmooth, and my trials, though I have
not been without trials, comparatively fo light and
few, that I have feemed to myfelf to fpeak by rote
upon a fubjet of which I had not a proper feeling.
Yet the many exercifes of my poor afflited people,
and the fympathy the Lord has given me with them
in their troubles, has made this a frequent and fa-
vourite topic of my miniftry among them. The ad-
vantages of afllitions, when the Lord is pleafed to
employ them for the good of his people, are many
and great. Permit me to mention a few of them ;
and the Lord grant that we may all find thofe blefl-
ed ends anfwered to ourfelves, by the trials he is
pleafed to appoint us.

Afllitions quicken us to prayer. It is a pity it
fhould be fo; but experience teftifies, that a long
courfe of eafle and profperity, without painful
changes, has an unhappy tendency to make us cold
and formal in our fecret worfhip; but iroubles
roufe -ur {pirits, and conftrain us to call upon the
Lord in good earneft, when we feel a need of that
help which we only can have from him.

They are ufeful, and in a degree neceflary, to
keep alive in us a convition of the vanity and
unfatisfying nature of the prefent world, and all its
enjoyments; to remind us that this is not our reft,
and to call our thoughts upwards, where our true
treafure is, and where our converfation ought to be.

When things go on much to our wifh, our hearts
| are
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are too prone to fay, It is good to be- here. It is
probable, that had Mofes, when he came to invite
Ifrael to Canaan, found them in profperity, as in
the days of Jofeph, they would have been very un-
willing to remove; but the afflictions they were
previoufly brought into made his meflage welcome.
'Thus the Lord, by pain, ficknefs, and difappoint-
mepts, by breaking our cifterns and withering our
gourds, weakens our attachment to this world,
and makes the thought of quitting it more familiar
and more defirable.

A child of God cannot but greatly defire 2 more
-enlarged and experimental acquaintance with his
holy word ; and this attainment is greatly promoted
by our.trials. The far greater part of the promifcs
in fcripture are made and {uited to a fiate of af-
{lition; and though we may believe they are true,
we cannot fo well know their {weetnefs, power,
and {uitablenefs, unlefs we ourfelves are in a ftate to
which they refer. The Lord fays, ¢ Call upon me
“ in the day of trouble, and I will deliver.”—Now
till the day of trouble comes, fuch a promife is like
a city of refuge to an Ifraelite, who pot having
flain a2 man, was in no danger of the avenger of
blood. He had a privilege near him, of which he
knew not the ufe and value, becaufe he was not
in the cafe for which it was provided. DBut fome
can fay, I not only believe this promife upon the
authority of the {peaker, but I can fet my feal to
it : I have been in trouble; I took this courfe for
relief, and I was not difappointed. T'he Lord ve-
rily heard and delivered me. Thus afli¢tions like-
wife give occafion of our knowing and noticing
more of the Lord’s wildom, power, and goodnefs,
in {fupporting and relieving, than we fhould other-
wife have known.

I have not time to take another fheet, muft

therefore contra¢t my homily. Afflictions evidence
to
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to ourfelves, and manifeft to others, the reality of
grace. And when we fuffer as Chriftians, exercife
fome meafure of that patience and fubmiflion, and
receive fome meafure of thefe fupports and fupplies,
which the gofpel requires and promifes to be-
lievers, we are more confirmed that we have not
taken up with mere notions; and others may be
convinced, that we do not follow cunningly de
vilcd tables. 'They likewife ftrengthen by exercife
our graces: As our limbs and natural powers would
be feeble if not called to daily exertion; fo the
graces of the bpirit would languifh, without fome-
thing was provided to draw them out to ule. And
to {ay no more, they are honourable, as they ad-
vance our conformity to Jefus our Lord, who was
a man of forrows tor our fake. Methinks, if we
might go to heaven witheut fuffering, we thould be
unwilling to defire it Why fhould we ever wifh
to go by any other path than that which he has
confecrated and endearsd by his own example ? e-
fpecially as his people’s futferings are not penal;
there is no wrath in them ; the cup he puts in their
hands is very different from that which he drank for
their fakes, and is only medicinal to promote their
chief good. Here I muft ftop; but the fubjeét is
fruicful, and might be purfued through a quire of
paper.
I am, %c.

LET-
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LETTER VL

My dear Madam, Auguft — 14918,
YOur obliging favour of the 22d from B——,

which I received laft night, demands an im-
mediate acknowledgement. Many things which
would have offered by way of anfwer, muft for the
prefent be poflponed ; for the {fame poft brought an
information which turns my thoughts to sne fubject,
What thall I fay ¢ Topics of confolation are at
hand in abundance; they are familiar to your
mind; and was I to fill the fheet with them, I could
{uggelt nothing but what you already know. Then
are they confolatory indeed, when the Lord him-
felf is pleafed to apply them to the heart. This he
has promifed, and therefore we are encouraged to
expect it. This is my prayer for you : [ fincerely
{ympathife with you: I cannot comfort you; but
hecan; and I truft he willl. How impertinent
would it be to advife you to forget or {ufpend the
feelings which fuch a firoke muft excite ! who can
help feeling ! nor is fenfibility in itfelf inful. Chri-
{tian refignation is very different from that ftoical
iftubbornnefs, which is molt eafily practifed by thofe
unamiable charalters whole regards centre wholly
in felf : nor could we in 2 proper manner exercife
fubmiflion to the will of God under our trials, if
we did not feel them. He who knows our frame
is pleafed to allow, that affliGions for the prefent
are not joyous, but grievous. But to them that
fear him he is near at hand, to fupport their {pirits,
to moderate their grief, and in the iffue to fanétify
it ; fo that they ihall come out of the furnace refie
ned, more humble, and more fpiritnal, There is,

however, a part afigned us: we are to pray for
VoL, IIL. . % B the
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the help in need ; and we are not wilfully to give
way to the impreflion of overwhelming forrow.
We are to endeavour to turn our thoughts to {uch
confiderations as are fuited to alleviate it our de-
ferts as finners, the many mercies we are ftill in-
dulged with, the ftill greater afflitions which many
of our fellow-creatures endure, and, above all, the
{ufferings of Jefus, that man of forrows, who made
himfelf intimately acquainted with grief for our
fakes.

~ 'When the wili of the Lord is manifefted to us
by the event, we are to look to him for grace and
ftrength, and be ftill to know that he is God, that
he has a right to difpofe of us and ours as he pleafes,
and that in the exercife of this right he is moft
certainly good -and wife. We often complain of
Joffes; but the exprefiion is rather improper.
Strictly {peaking, we can lofe nothing, becaufe we
have no real property in any thing. Our earthly
comforts are lent us; and when recalled, we ought
to return and refign them with thankfulnels to him
who has let them remain fo long in our hands.
But, as I faid above, I do not meap to enlarge in
‘this ftrain : I hope the Lord, the only comforter,
will bring fuch thoughts with warmth and efficacy
upon your mind. Your wound, while frefh, is
painful ; but faith, prayer, and time, will, I truft,
gradually render it tolerable. There is fomething
fafcinating in grief; painful as it is, we are prone
to indulge it, and to brood over the thoughts and
circumftances which are fuited (like feuel to fire) to
heighten and prolong it.  When the Lord afflicts,
it is his defign that we thould grieve: but in this,
as in all other things, there is a certain moderation
which becomes a Chriftian, and which only grace
can teach ; and grace teaches us, not by books or
by hearfay, but by experimental leflons : all beyond
shis fhould be avoided and guarded againff as ﬁpfuc}

a1



and hurtful.. ‘Grief, when indulged and exceflive,
preys upon the {pirits, injures health, indifpofes us
for duty, and caufes us to fhed tears which deferve
more tears., 'Lhisis a weeping world, Sin has fill-
ed it with thorns and briars, with crofles and cala-
mities. It is a great hofpital, refounding with
oroans in every quarter., It isas a field of battle,
where many are falling around us continually ; and
it is more wonderful that we efcape fo well, than
that we are fometimes wounded. We muft have
fome fhare; it is the unavoidable lot of our nature
and ftate; itis likewife needful in point of difci-
pline. The Lord will certainly chaften thofe whom
he loves, though others may feem to pafs for a
time with impunity., Thatis a fweet, inftruétive,
and important pafifage, Heb. xit. 5. 15, It is fo
plain, that it needs no comment; {o full, that a
comment would but weaken it. May the Lord in-
fcribe it upon your heart, my dear Madam, and

upon mine.
I am, &<.
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LETTER VI

My dear HMadam, Nov, ~— 1748,

YOur obliging favour raifed in me a variety of

emotions when 1 firflt received it, and has re-
vived them this morning while perufing it again.
I bave mourned and rejoiced with you, and felt
pain and pleafure in fucceflion, as you diverfified the
fubjet. However, the weight of your grief I was
willing to confider as a thing that is paft ; and the
thought that you had been mercifully {upported

under it, and brought through it, that you were
b2 reftored
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reftored home in fafety, and that at the time of
writing you were tolerably well and compofed, made
joy upon the whole preponderate; and I am more
difpofed to congratulate you, and join you in prai-
{ing the Lord for the mercies you enumerate, than
to prolong my condolence upon the mournful parts
of your letter. Repeated trying occafions have
made me well acquainted with the anxious inqui-
ries with which the bufy poring mind is apt to pur-
{ue departed friends: it can hardly be otherwife
under fome circumftances. I have found prayer
the beft relief. 1 have thought it very allowable to
avail myfelf to the utmoft of every favourable con-
{fideration ; but I have had the moft comfort, when
I have been enabled to refign the whole concern in-
to his hands, whofe thoughts and ways, whofe
power and goodnefs, are infinitely fuperior to our
conceptions. I confiderin fuch cafes, that the great
Redeemer can fave to the uttermoft, and the great
Teacher can communicate light, and imprefs truth,
when and how he pleafes. I truft the power of his
grace and compaflion will hereafter triumphantly
appear, in many inftances, of perfons, who, on
their dying beds, and in their laft moments, have
been, by his mercy, conftrained to feel the import-
ance and reality of truths, which they did not pro-
perly underftand and attend to in the hour of health
and, profperity. Such a falutary change I have fre-
quently, or at leaft more than once, twice, or thrice,
been an eye-witnefs to, accompanied with fuch evi-
dence as, I think, has been quite fatisfatory. And
who can fay fuch a change may not often take
place, when the perfon who is the fubje&t of itis
too much enfeebled to give an account to by-ftand-
ers of what is tranfaéting in his mind ! "thus I
have encouraged my hope. But the beft fatisfaction
of all is, to be duly imprefled with the voice that

{ays, ¢ Be flill, and know that I am God.” Thefe
wOords
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words dire€t us, not only to his fovereignty, his un-
doubted right to do what he will with his own, but
to all his adorable and amiable perfections, by
which He has manifeited himfelf to us in the Son of
his love.

As I am not a Sadducee, the account you give
of the mufic which entertained you on the road
does not put my dependence either upon your ve-
racity or your judgement to any trial.  We live up-
on the confines of the invilible world, or rather
perhaps in the midft of it.  That unfeen agents have
a power of operating upon our minds, at leaft upon
that myfterious faculty we call the imagination, 15
with me not merely a point of opinion, or even ot
faith, but of experience. That evil {pirits can,
when permitted, difturb, diftrefs, and denle us, I
know, as well as I know that the fire can burn me:
And though their interpofition is perhaps mere ea-
fily and certainly diftinguifhable, yet from analogy
I conclude, that good fpirits are equally williug,
and equally able, to employ their kind offices for
our relief and comfort. I have formed in my mind
a kind of fyftem upon this fubjedt, which for the
moft part I keep pretty much to myfelt; but I can
intruft my thoughts to you as they occafionally ofler.
I apprehend that fome perfons (thofe particularly
who rank under the claifs of nervous) are more opzn
and acceflible to thefe impreflions than others, and
probably the fame perfon more fo at fome times
than others. And though we frequently diftinguifh
between imaginary and real, (which is one reafon
why nervous people are fo feldom pitied), yet an
imprefiton upon the iagination may, as to the a-
oent that produces it, and to the perfon that re-
ceives it, be as much a reality as any of the fenfible
objelts around him ; though a by-ftander, not being
able to fhare 1n the perception, may accouat it a
mere whim, and fuppofe it might be avoided or re-

B3 moved
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moved by an alt of the will. Nor have any a right
to with-hold their aflent to what the fcriptures teach,
and many fober perfons declare, of this invifible a-
gency, merely becauie we cannot anfwer the que-
ftions, How? or Why? The thing may be cer-
tain, though we cannot eahly explain it; and there
may be juft and important reafons for it, though
we Thould not be able to affign them. If what you
heard, or (which in my view is much the fame) what
you thonght you heard, had a tendency to compofe
your {pirit, and to encourage your application to
the Lord for help, at the time when you were about
to ftand in need of efpecial affiftance, then there is
a fufficient and fuitable reafon afligned for it at
once, without looking farther. It would be dana
gerous to-make impreflions a rule of duty; but if
they ftrengthen us and aflift us in the performance
of what we know to be our duty, we may be thank-
tul for them.

- You have taken leave of vour favourite trees,
and the fcenes of your younger life, but a few
years fooner than you muift have done, if the late
difpenfation had not taken place. All muft be left
foon; for alt below is polluted, and in its befk
ftate is too fcanty to afford us bappinefs. If we
are believers in Jefus, all we can quit is a mere no-
thing, compared with what we fhall obtain. Ta
exchange a dangeon for a palace, earth for heaven,
will call for no felf-denial when we ftand upon
the threfhold of eternity, and fhall have a clearer
view than we have now of the vanity of whatis
pafling from us, and the glory of what is before
us. Lhe partial changes we meet with in our way
through life are defigned to remind us of, and
prepare us for the great change which awaits us at
the end of it. The Lord grant that we may find
mercy of the Lord in that {folemn- hour,

[ am, &c.

FOUR
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LETTER I

My dear Madam, March 12. 1774

Y heart is full, yet I muft reftrain it. Many
thoughts which crowd my mind, and would
have vent were I writing to another perfon, would
to you be unfeafonable. I write not to remind.
you of what you have loft, but of what you have,
which you cannot lofe. May the Lord put a word
into my heart that may be acceptable ; and may
his good Spirit accompany the peruial, and enable:
you to fay ‘with the Apoftle, that as {ufferings
abound, confolations alfo abound by Jefus Chriit.
Indeed I can fympathize with you. I remember
too the delicacy of your frame, and the tendernefs
of your natural {pirits; fo that were you not in-
terefted in the exceeding great and precious pro-
mifes of the gofpel, I fhould be ready to fear you.
muft fink under your trial. But I have fome faint
conceptions of the all-fuficiency and faithfulnefs.
of the Lord, and may addrefs you in the King's
words to Daniel, ¢ Thy God whom thou {erveft
¢ continually, he will deliver thee.,” Motives for
refignation to his will abound in his word; but it
is an additional and crowning mercy, that he has
promifed to apply and enforce them in time of
need. He has faid, ¢ My grace fhall be {ufhcient
“ for thee; and as thy day is, {o fhall thy ftrength
““ be.” ThisI truft you have already expcrienced..
The Lord is fo rich and {o good, that he can by
a glance of thought compenfate his children for

whatever his wifdom fees fit to deprive them of.
bBg 1§
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I he gives them a lively fenle of what he has de-
livered them from, and prepared for them, or of
what he him{clf fubmitted to endure for their {akes,
they find at once light fpringing up out of durk-
nefs, hard things become ealy, and bitter fwcer.
I remember to have read of a good mran in the laft
cemtwry, (probably you may have met with the
ftory), who, when his beloved and only fon lay
- 3l was for {fome time greatly anxious about the
event, One morning he ftaid longer than ufual in
his clofet; while he was there his fon dicd. When
he: came out his family were afraid to tell him,
but like David he perceived it by their looks; and
when upon inquiry they faid it was fo, he reccived
the news with a compofure that furprifed them.
But he foon explained the reafon, by telling them,
that for fuch difcoveries of the Lord’s goodnefs as
he had been favoured with that morning, he could
be centent to lofe a fon every day.  Yes, Madam,
though every fiream mulft fail, the fountain is ftill
tfull and ftill flowing. All the comfort you ever
received in your dear fricnd was from the Lord,
who is abundantly able to comfert you ftill; and
he is gone but a Little before you. May your faith
anticipate the joyful and glorious meeting you witl
thortly have in a better world. Then your wor-
fhip-and converfe tegether will be to unfpeakable
advamage, without imperfection, interruption, a-
batement, or end. Then all tears fhall be wiped
away, and every_ cloud removed; and then you
will {ee, that all your concernments here below,
(the late afliiCting difpenfation not excepted), were
appointed and adjufted by infinite wifdom and in-
finite love. )

The Lord, who knows our frame, does not ex-
pet or require that we fhould aim at a Stoical
indifference under his vifitations. He allows, that
-affliions are. at prefent not joyous, but grievous;
; ' - yea,
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yea, he was pleafed when upon carth to weep with
his mourning friends when Lazarus died. But he
has gracicuily provided for the prevention of that
anguifh and birtternefs of forrow, which is, upon
fuch occafions, the portion of fuch as live without
God in the world ; and has engaged, that all {hall
work together for good, and yield the peaceable
fruits of righteoufnefs. May he blefs you with a
fveet ferenity of fpirit, and a chearful hope of the
glory that fhall thortly be revealed.

I intimated, that I would not trouble you with
my own fenfe and fhare of thislofs. If you re-
member the great kindiels I always received from
Mr T and yourfelf, as often as opportuniry
afforded, and if you will believe me poffefled of
any fenfibility or gratitude, you will conclude that
my concern is not {mall. I feel likewife for the
public. 'Will it be a confolation to you, Madam,
to know, that you do not mourn alone? A cha-
rafter fo exemplary as a friend, a counfellor, a
Chriftian, aod a minitter, will be long and deeply
regretted ; and many will join with me in praying,
that you, who are moft ncarly interefied, may bc
fignally fupported, and feel the propriety of Mrs
Rowe’s acknowledgement,

Thou doft but take the dying lamp away,
To blefs me with thine ewn unclouded day.

We join- in moft affeftionate refpects and coun.
dolence.. May the Lord blefs vou and keep you,
lift up the light of his countenance upon you,. and.
give you peace.

I am, &c..

B & LET-
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LETTER I

My dear Madam, April 8. 1775,

I Have long and often purpofed waiting upon youn

with a fecond letter, though one thing or other
ftill canfed delay; for though I could not but with
to hear from you, I was far from’ making that a
condition of my writing If you have leifure and
fpirits to favour me with a line now and then, it
will give us much pleafure  but if not, it will be a
fufficient inducement with me to write, to know
that you give me liberty, and that you will receive
my letters in good part. At the fame time I muft
add, that my various engagements will not permit
ric to break in upon you fo often as my fincere af-
teCtion would otherwile prompt me to do.

I heartily thank you for yours, and hope my
icul defires to praife the Lord on your behalf, I
am perfuaded that his goodnefs to you in fupport-
ing you under a trial {fo fharp in itfelf, and in the
circumftances that attended it, has been an encou-
ragement and comfort to many. It is in fuch ap-
parently fevere times that the all-fufficiency and
taithtulnefs of the Lord, and the power and pro-
per effeCts of his precious gofpel, are moft emi.-
nently difplayed. 1 would hope, and I do believe,
that the knowledge of your cafe has animated fome
of the Lord’s pcople againft thofe anxious fears
which they fometimes feel when they look upon
their earthly comforts with too careful an eye, and
their hearts are ready to fink at the thought. What
{hould I do, and how fhould I behave, were the
Lord pleafed to take away my defire with a firoke?
But we fee he can fupply their abfence, and afford

us fuperior comforts without them. The gofpel
| reveals
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seveals one thing needful, the pearl of great price ;
and fuppofes, that they who poflefs this are pro-
vided for againft all events, and have ground of
unfhaken hope, and a fource of never-failing cona
jolation under every change they can meet with
during their pilgrimage ftate. When his people
are enabled to fet their feal to this, not only in
theory, when all things go imooth, but praétically,
when called upon to pais through the fire and wa.
ter; then his grace is gloriied in them and by
them; then it appears both to themfelves and to
others, that they have neither followed cunningly
devifed fables, nor amufed themielves with empty
notions; then they know in themielves, and it is
evidenced to others, that God is with them of a
tructh, In this view a believer, when in fome good
meafure divefted from that narrow felfdh difpofi-
tion which cleaves fo clofe to us by nature, will
not only rubmit to trials, but rejoice in them, note
withftanding the {eelings 2nd reluétance of the fleth.
For if I am redeemed from mifery by the blood of
Jefus, and if he is now preparing me a manfion
near himfelf, that I may drink of the rivers of
pleafure at his right hand for evermore; the que-
{tion 1s not, (at leaft ought not to be), How may
I pafs through life with the leaft inconvenience ?
but how may my little fpan of lifte be made mofit
{ubfervient to the praile and glory of him whao
loved me, and gave himfelf for me?: Where the
Lord gives this defire he will gratify it; and as af-
fixtions for the moft part afford the faireft oppor-
tunities of this kind, therefore it is, that thofe
whom he is pleafed eminently to honour are ufu-
ally called, at one time or another, to the heavieft
trials ; not becaufe he loves to grieve them, but
becaufe he hears their prayers, and accepts their
defires ‘of doing him fervice in the world. The
poft of honows in war is {o called, becaufe attended

with
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with difficulties and dangers which but few are
fuppofed equal to; yet generals ufually allot thefe
hard fervices to their favourites and friends, who
on their parts eagerly accept them as tokens of fa.
vour and marks of confidence. Should we, there
fore, not account it an honour and a privilege,
when the Captain of our falvation afligns us a dif-
ficult poft? fince he can and does (which no earth.
ly commander can) infpire his foldier with wifdom,
courage, and firength, fuitable to their fituation,
2 Cor, xil. 9. 10, I am acquainted with a few who
have been led thus into the fore-front of the battle:
they fuffered much; but I have never heard them.
{ay they fuffered too much; for the Lord ftood by
them and firengthened them. Go on, my dear
Madam: yet a little while Jefus will wipe away
all tears from your eyes; you will {ee your beloa
ved friend again, and he and you will rejoice to=

gether for ever.——1 am, &c.

LETTUEHR IiT,

My dear Madam, OStcber 24. 1775,

THE manner in which you mention Omicron’s

letters, I hope, will rather humble me than
puff me up.. Your favourable acceptance of them,
if alone, might have the latter effe(t; but alas! I
fecl mylfelf fo very defective in thole things, the
importance of which I endeavoured to point out to
others, that I almoft appear to myfelf to be one of
thofe who fay but do not.. I find it much eafier
to {peak to-the hearts of others- than to my. own.
Yet | have caule beyond many to blefs God, that

hc has given me¢ fome-idea. of what a: Chriftian
: ought_
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ought to be, and I hope a real defire of being one
mylelf; bue verily I have attained but a very little
way. A fwend hinted to me, that the charatter k
have given of C, or Grace in the full ear, muft be
from my own experience, or I could not have
written it. To myfelf, however, it appears other-
wife ; but I am well convinced, that the ftate of C
is attainable, and more to be defired than moun-
tains of gold and filver. But I find you complain
likewife ; though it appears to me, and I believe to
all who know you, that the Lord has been pecu-
liarly gracious to you, in giving you much of the
fpirit in which he delights, and by which his name
and the power of his gofpel are glorified. It feems,
therefore, that we are not competent judges either
of ourfelves or of others. I take it for granted,
that they are the moft excellent Chriftians who are
moft abafed in their own eyes; but left you thould
think upon this ground that I am fomething, be-
caule I can fay fo many humiliating things of mye
felf, I muft prevent your over-rating me, by aflue
ving you, that my confeflions rather exprefs what
I know I ought to think of myfelf, than what I
actually do. Naturalifts fuppofe, that if the mat-
ter of which the earth is formed were condenfed
as much as jt is capable of, it would occupy but 2
very {mall fpace; in proof of which they obferve,
that a cubical pane of glafs, which appears fmooth
and impervious to us, muft be exceedingly porous
in itfelf 5 fince in every aflignable point it receives
and tranfmits the rays of light; and yet gold,
which is the moft {olid {ubftance we are acquainted
with, 15 but about eight times heavier than glafs,
which is made up (if I may fo fay) of nothing but
pores. In like manaer I conceive, that inherent
grace, when 1t is dilated, and appears to the greateit
advantage in a finner, would be found: to be very
fmall and inconfiderable, if it was condenfed, and

ablolutely
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abfolutely feparated from every mixture. The
higheft attainments in this life are very inconfider
able, compared with what fthould properly refult
from our relation and obligations 1o a God of infi-
nite holinefs. The nearer we approach to him, the
more we are fenfible of this. While we only hear
of God as it were by the ear, we {eem to be fome-
thing ; but when, as in the cafe of Job, he difco-
vers himfelf more fenfibly to us, Job’s language be-
comes ours, and the height of our attainment is,
to abhor ourielves in duft and afhes.

I hope 1 do not write too late to meet you at
Bath. I pray that your health may be benefited by
the waters, and your foul comforted by the Lord’s
blefling upon the ordinances, and the converfe of
his children. 1f any of the fricnds you expeéted
to {ee are flill there, to whom we are known, and
my name fhould be mentioned, 1 beg you to fay,
we defire to be refpectfully remembered to them.
Had I wings, 1 would fly to Bath while you are
there. Asitis, I endeatour to be with you in {pi-
#it. ‘There certainly 1s a real, though {ecret, a
fweet, though myfterious communion of faints, by
virtue of their common union with Jefus. Feed-
ing upon the {ame bread, drinking of the fame
fountain, waiting at the fame mercy-feat, and aim-
ing at the fame ends, they have fellowthip one with
another, though at a diftance. 'Who can tell how
often the Holy Spirit, who is equally prefent with
them all, touches the hearts of two or more of his
children at the fame inftant, io as to excite a {ym-
pathy of pleafure, prayer, or praile, on each other’s
account ! It revives me {fometimes in a dull and
dark hour to reflet, that the Lord has in mercy
given me a place in the hearts of many of his people;
and perhaps fome of them may be fpeaking to him
on my beha]t when I have hardly power to utter

a word for mylelf, For kind fervices of this fort I
perfuade



F

|

Let. 3 Letters to Mrs T

s 43

perfuade myfelf I am often indebted to you. O
that I were enabled more tervently to repay you in
the fame way ! I can fay, that Lattemptit: I love
ind honour you greatly, and your concernments
ire often upon my mind.

We fpent moft of a week with Mr B fince

~ we returned from London, and he has been once
- here.  'We have reafon to be very thankful for his

Ipedts.

A e

conneftion : 1 find but few like minded with him,
and his family is filled with the grace and peace of

- the gofpel. I never vifit them, but I meet with

jomething to humble, quicken, and edify me. O!

~ what will heaven be, where there fhall be all who

love the Lord Jefus, and they only; where all im-
nerfeCtion, and whatever now abates or interrupts

 their joy in their Lord and in each other, thall ceafe
for ever. 'There at leaft I hope to meet you, and
- ipend an eternity with you, in admiring the riches

and glory of redeeming love.
We join in a tender of the moft affcétionate re-

Iam, &ec.

ORI PN NN NI

LETTIER IV,

My dear Madam, Ottover 28. 1777.

\,V’ Hat can I fay for myfelf, to let your oblis

ging letter remain fo long unanfwered, when

| your kind {olicitude for us.induced you to write ?

[am afhamed of the delay. You would have heard
‘rom me immediately, had I been at home. But

%l have reafon to be thankful that we were provie
jdentially called to London a few -days before the

fre; fo that Mys —— was mercifully preferved
from



-
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from the alarm and fhock fhe muft have felt, had
fhe been upon the fpot. Your letter followed me
hither, and was in my pofleflion more than a week
before my return. 1 purpofed writing every day,
but indeed I was much hurried and engaged. Yet
I am not excufed: I ought to have faved time from
my meals or my fleep, rather than appear negligent
or ungrateful. I now feize the firft poft I could
write by fince I came home. The fire devoured
twelve houfes; and it was a mercy, and almoft a
miracle, thai the whole town was not deftroyed;
which muft, humanly fpeaking, have been the
cale, had not the night been calm, as two thirds of
the buildings were thatched. No lives were loft;
no perfon confiderably hurt ; and I believe the con.
tributions of the benevolent will prevent the lofs
from being greatly felt.  Itwas at the diftance of a
quaster of & mile from my houle.

Y our command limits my attention, at prefent,
to a part of your letter, and points me out a fub-
ject.  Yet at the fame time you lay me under a
difficulty. I would not willingly offend you, and
I bope the Lord has taught me not to aim at faying
handfome things. I deal not in compliments, and
religions compliments are the moft unleemly of any.
But why might I not exprefs my fenfe of the grace
of God, manifefted in you as well as in another?
I belicve our hearts are all alike, deftitute of every
good, and prone to every evil. Like money from
the fame mint, they bear the fame impreflion of
total depravity : but grace mukes a difference, and
grace deferves the praife. Perhaps it ought not
greatly to difpleale youn, that others do, and muft,
and will think better of you than you do of your:
fetf. If 1 do, howcan I help it, when I form my
judgement entirely from what you fay and write ? 1
cannot confer:, that you fhould ferioufly appoint

me 1o examine and judge of your flate,. I though
you
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you knew, beyond the {hadow of a doubt, what
yom views and defires are 3 yea, you exprefs them
in your letter, in full agreement with what the
feripture declares of the principles, defires, and
feelm s of a Chriftian. 1t is true that you feel con-
trary prmcxples, that you are confcious of defetts
Eand defilements 5 but it i1s equally true, that you
scnuld not be right if you did not feel thefe things.
FTO be confcious of them and humbled for them, is
one of the fureft marks of grace; and to be more
idecply fenfible of them than formelly, s the beft
-evidence of growth in grace, But when the enemy
‘would tempt us to doubt and dittruft, becaufe we
'are not perfedt, then he fights, not only againtt our
peace, but again{t the honour and faithtulnefs of
our dear Lord. Our righteoufnefs is in him, and
our hope depends, not upon the exercife of grace
inus, but upon the tuinefs of grace and love in
'him, and upon his obedience unto death.

There 15, my dear Madam, a difference between
' the holinefs of a finner and that of an angel. The
angels have never finned, nor have they tafted of
iredeemmg love s , thY h:we no mward conflits, no
Jlaw of fin warring in their members: their obe-

;dlﬁl’ltﬂ 1s pertedt; their happinels is complete.  Yet
1if I be found among redecmed finners, I need not

|w1{h to be an angel. Perhaps God is not lefs glo-
rified by your obedience, and not to thock you, I
,w:ll add by mine, than by Gabriel’s, It is 4 migh-
|ty manifeftation of his grace indeed, when it can
lhve, and at, and conguer in fuch hearts as ours ;
iwhen, in deﬁ'mce of an evil nature and an ewl
; world, and all the force and fubtilty of Satam, a
 weak worm is {till upheld, and enabled not only
to chimb, but to threfh the mountainsy when a
{mall fpalk is preferved through ftorms and floods.
In thefe circumftances, the work of grace is to be

cltimated, not merely from its imperfet appear-
ance,

D
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ance, but from the difficulties it has to ftruggle with
and overcome; and therefore our holinefs doeg
not confift in great attainments, but in {piritual de-
fires, in hungerings, thirftings, and mournings;
in humiliation of heart, poverty of {pirit, {ubmif.
fion, mecknefs; in cordial admiring thoughts of
Jefus, and dependence upon him alone for all we
want. Indeed thefe may be faid to be great attain.
ments ; but they who have moft of them are moft
{fenfible that they, in and of themfelves, are no-
thing, have nothing, can do nothing, and fee daily
caufe for abhorring themfelves, and repenting in
duft and afhes.

Our view of death will not alway be alike, but
in proportion to the degree in which the Holy Spirit
1s pleafed to communicate his fenfible influence.
We may anticipate the moment ot diflolution with
pleafure and defire in the morning, and be ready
to fhrink from the thought of it before night. But
though our frames and perceptions vary, the re-
port of faith concerning it is the fame. The Lord
ufually referves dying ftrength for a dying hour
When Ifrael was to pals Jordan, the Ark was in’
the river; and though the rear of the hoft could
not fee it, yet as they fucceflively came forward and
approached the banks, they all beheld the Ark,
and all went fafely over. As you are not weary
of living, if it be the Lord’s pleafure, fo I hope, for
the fake of your friends and the people whom you
love, he will fpare you amongit us a little longer;
but when the time fhall arrive which he has ap-
pointed for your difmiflion, I make no doubt but
he will overpower all your fears, filence all your
cnemics, and give you a eomfortable, triumphant |
entrance into his kingdom. You have nothing to
fear from death; {or Jefus, by dying, has difarmed
it of its fting, has perfumed the grave, and opened

‘the gates of glory for his believing people. Satan,
{0
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{o far as he is permitted, will affault our peace, but
he is a vanquifhed enemy: our Lord holds him in
s chain, and fets him bounds which he cannot
mfs. He provides for us likewife the whole armour
of God, and has promifed to cover our heads hime
flf in the day of battle, to bring us honourably
through every fkirmifh, and to make us more than
conquerors at laft. If you think my fhort unex-
pected interview with Mr C—— may juftity my
withing he fhould know that I refpect his charac-
ter, love his perfon, and rejoice in what the Lord
has done and is doing for him and by him, I beg
you to tell him fo: but I leave it entirely to vou.
We join in moft affetionate refpecdts.
Iam, &c.

FIVE






LETTER L

Dear Sir, March 7. 1565.

Our favour of the rgth February came to my
hand yefterday. I have read it with atten-
tion, and very willingly fit down to offer you my
thoughts. Your cafe reminds me of my own: my
firft defires towards the miniftry were attended with
oreat uncertainties and difficulties, and the perplex-
ity of my own mind was heightened by the various
and oppofite judgements of my friends, The ad-
vice I have to ofter is the refult of painful experi-
ence and exercife, and for this reafon perhaps may
not be unacceptable to you. I pray our gracious
Lord to make it ufeful.

I was long diftrefled, as you are, about what
was or was not a proper call to the miniftry; it
now feems to me an ealy point to folve, but per-
haps will not be fo to you, till the Lord thall make
it clear to yourfelf in your own cafe. I have not
room to fay fo much as [ could: in brief, I think
it principally includes three things :

1. A warm and earneft defire to be employed in
this fervice. 1 apprehend, the man who is once
moved by the Spirit of God to this work will pre-
fer it, if attainable, to thoufands of gold and filver;
fo that though he is at times intiinidated by a fenfe
of its importance and difficulty, compared wich his
own great infufficiency {for it is to be prefumed a
call of this fort, if indeed from God, will be ac-
companied with humility and felf-abafement,) yet

he cannot give it up. I hold it a good rule to in-
Vor. IIL % C quire
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quire in this point, whether the defire to preach is
moft fervent in our moft lively and {piritual frames,
and when we are moft laid in the duft before the
Lord? If fo, it is a good fign. But if, as is fome-
times the cafe, a perfon is very earneft to be a
preacher to others, when he finds but little hunger-
ings and thirftings after grace in his own foul, it is
then to be feared, his zeal fprings rather from a
{elfifh principle than from the Spirit of God.

2. Befides this affeCtionate defire and readinefs
to preach, there muft in due feafon appear fome
competent fufficiency as to gifts, knowledge, and
utterance. Surely, if the Lord fends a man to
teach others, he will furnifh him with the means.
I believe many have intended well in fetting up for
preachers, who yet went beyond or before their call
in fo doing. The main difference between a mini-
fter and a private Chriftian {cems to confilt in thefe
minifterial gifts, which are imparted to him, not
for his own {ake, but for the edification of others.
But then | {ay, thefe are to appear in due {eafon;
they are not to be expelted inftantaneouily, but
gradually, in the ufe of proper means. They are
neceffary for the difcharge of the miniftry ; but not
neceflary as pre-requifites to warrant our defires
after it. In your cafe, you are young, and have
time before you; therefore I think you need not
as yet perplex yourfelf with inquiring if you have
thefe gifts already: it is fufficient if your defire is
fixed, and you are willing, in the way of prayer
and diligence, to wait upon the Lord for them: as
yet you need them not.

3. That which finally evidences a proper call is
a correfpondent opening in Providence, by a gra-
dual train of circumftances pointing out the means,
the time, the place, of altually entering upon the
work. And till this coincidence arrives, you mulft
not expet to be always clear from hefitation in

your
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your own mind. The principal caution on this
head is, not to be too hafty in catching at firft ap-
pearances. If it be the Lord’s will to bring you
into bis minifiry, he has already appointed your
place and fervice; and though you know it not at
prefent, you fhall at a proper time. If you had
the talents of an angel, you could do no good with
them till his hour is come, and till he leads you to
the people whom he has determined to blefs by
your means. It is very difficult to reftrain ourfelves
within the bounds of prudence here, when our
zeal is warm, a fenfe of the love of Chrift upon
our hearts, and a tender compaflion for poor fin-
ners is ready to prompt us to break out too {foon ;—
but he that believeth fhall not make hafte. I was
about five years under this conftraint : fometimes I
thought I muft preach, though it was in the ftreets.
I liftened to every thing that feemed plaufible, and
to many things that were not fo. But the Lord
gracioufly, and as it were inlenfibly hedged up my
way with thorns; otherwiie, it I had been left to
my own {pirit, I fhould have put it quite out of
my power to have been brought into fuch a fphere
of ufefulnefs, as he in his good time has been
pleafed to lead me to. And I can now fee clearly,
that at the time I would firft have gone out, though
my intention was, I hope, good in the main, vet I
over-rated myfelf, and had not that {piritual judge-
ment and experience, which are requifite for fo
great a fervice. I wifh you therefore to take time;
and if you have a defire to enter into the Eftablifhed
Church, endeavour to keep your zeal within mode-
rate bounds, and avoid every thing that might un-
neceflarily clog your admithion with difficulties. [
would not have you hide your profeflioa, or to be
backward to {peak for God; but avoid what looks
lize preaching, and be Ccentent with being 4 learner

L In
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in the fchool of Chrift for fome years. The delay
will not be loft time; you will be {fo much the
more acquainted with the gofpel, with your own
heart, and with human nature: the laft is a necef~
fary branch of a minifter’s knowledge, and can only
be acquired by comparing what pafles within us,
and around us, with what we read in the word of

God.
I am glad to find you have a diftafte both for

Arminian and Antinomian dodtrines 3~—but let not
the miftakes of others {it too heavy upon you. Be
thankful for the grace that has made you to differ;
be ready to give a reafon of the hope that is in you
with meeknefs and fear; but beware of engaging
in difputes, without evident neceffity, and fome
probable hope of ufefulnefs. They tend to eat
out the life and favour of religion, and to make
the foul lean and dry. Where God has begun a
real work of grace, incidental miftakes will be lef-
fened by time and experience; where he has not,
it is of little fignification what fentiments people
hold, or whether they call themfelves Arminians or
Calvinitts,

I agree with you, it is time enough for you to
think of Oxford yet; and that if your purpofe is
fixed, and all circumftances render it prudent and
proper to devote yourfelf to the miniftry, you will
do well to fpend 2 year or two in private ftudies.
It would be further helpful, in this view, to place
yourfelf where there is gofpel preaching, and a
lively people 1f your favourable opinion of this
place fhould induce you to come here, I fhall be
very ready-to give you every afliftance in my power.
As I have tred exaltly the path you fecem to be fet-
ting out in, I might {o far perhaps be more fer-
viceable than th.de who are in other rzlpects much

better qualified to aflift you. I doubt not but in
this,
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this, and every other ftep, you will intreat the
Lord’s direétion; and I hope you will not forget to
pray for,

Sir, your affectionate friend, &c.
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LETTZELER IL

Dear Sir, Fan. 7. 1767.
I Muft beg you (once for all) to releafe me from

any conftraint about the length or frequency
of my letters. Believe that I think of you, and
pray for you, when you do not hear from me. Your
correfpondence is not quite fo large as mine, there-
fore you may write the oftener: your letters will
be always welcome ; and I will write to you when
I find a leifure hour, and have any thing upcn my
mind to offer.

You feem fenfible where your moft obfervable
failing lies, and to take reproot and admonition
concerning it in good part; I therefore hope and
believe the Lord will give you a growing victory
over it. You muft not expet habits and tempers
will be eradicated inftantaneouily ; but by perfeve-
rance in prayer, and obfervation upon the expe-
riences of every day, much may be done in time.
Now and then you will (as is ufual in the courfe
of war) lofe a battle ; but be not difcouraged, but
rally your forces, and return to the fight. There
is 2 comfortable word, a leaf of the wree of life, for
healing the wounds we receive, in 1 John, ii. 1.
If the enemy furprifes you, and your heart {mites
you, do not ftand aftonithed as if there was no
help, nor give way to forrow as if there was no
hope, nor attempt to heal yourfelf; but away im-

C 3 mediately
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mediately to the throne of grace, to the great
Phyfician, to the compaflionate High Prieft, and
tell him all.  Satan knows, that if he can keep us
from confeflion our wounds will rankle; but do
you profit by David’s experience, Pfal. xxxii. 3.—3.
When we are fimple and open-hearted in abafing
ourfelves before the Lord, though we have alted
foolithly and ungratefully, he will feldom let us
remain long without affording us a fenfe of his
compaflion; for he is gracious; he knows our
frame, and how to bear with us, though we can
hardly bear with ourfelves or with one another.
The main thing is to have the heart right with
God : this will bring us in the end fafely through
many miftakes and blunders: but a double mind,
a felfith {fpirit, that would halve things between
God and the world, the Lord abhors. Though I
have not yet had many opportunities of commend-
ing your prudence, I have always had a good opi-
nion of your fncerity and integrity: if I am not
miftaken in this, I make no doubt of your doing
well. If the Lord is pleafed to blefs you, he will
undoubtedly make you humble; for you cannot
be either happy or fafe, or have any probable hope
of abiding ufefulnefs, without it. I do not know
that I have had any thing fo much at heart in my
conneltions with you, as to imprefs you with a
fenfe of the neceflity and advantages of an humble
frame of Ipirit: I hope it has not been in vain,
O! to be little in our own eyes! this is the
ground-work of every grace; this leads to 2 con-
tinual dependence upon the Lord Jefus; this is the
{pirit which he has promifed to blefs; this concie
liates us good-will and acceptance amongft men;
for he that abafeth himfelf is fure to be honoured.
And that this temper is fo hard to attain and pre-
ferve, is a firiking proof of our depravity. For are

we not finners ! Were we not rebels and enemies
before



before we knew the gofpel ? and have we not been
unfaithful, backfiiding, and unprofitable ever fince?
Are we not redeemed by the blood of Jefus? and
can we ftand a fingle moment except he upholds
us ? Have we any thing which we have not recei-
ved ; or have we received any thing which we have
not abufed? Why then is duft and afhes proud ?

I am glad you have found {ome fpiritual ac-
guaintance in your barren land. 1 hope you will
be helpful to them, and they to you. You do well
to guard again{t every appearance of evil. If you
are heartily for Jefus, Satan owes you a grudge.
One way or other he will try to cut you out work,
and the Lord may fuffer him fo go to the length
of his chain. But though you are to keep your
eye upon him, and expet to hear from him at
every {tep, you need not be {flavifhly afraid of him:
for Jefus is ftronger and wifer than he; and there
15 a complete {uit of armour provided for all who
are engaged on the Lord’s fide.

Iam, &c.

T\ Y g\ AV 1V g Vg (W g \ Vo g L g AW g AV g \ W g NV g NV g [ rg LWy

LETTER IIL

Dear Sir, O¢t, 20. 1767.

A Concern for the perplexity you have met with,
from objections which have been made againit
fome expreffions in my printed fermons, and ir
general againft exhorting finners to believe in Je-
fus, engages me to write immediately; otherwife
I fhould have waited a little longer; for we are
now upon the point of removing to the vicarage,
and I belicve this will be the laft letter I {hall write
C 4 from
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from the old houfe. I {hall chiefly confine myfelf
at prefent to the fubjeét you propofe.

In the firft place, I beg you to be upon your
guard againft a reafoning fpirit. Search the {fcrip-
tures; and where you can find a plain rule or
warrant for any praftice, go boldly onj; and be
not difcouraged becaufe you may not be clearly
able to anfwer or reconcile every difficulty that may
either occur to your own mind, or be put in your
way by others. OQOur hearts are very dark and nar-
row, and the very root of all apoftafy is a proud
difpofition to queftion the neceffity or propriety of
divine appointments. But the child-like fimplicity
of faith is to follcw God without rcafonmg, (2=
king it for granted a thing muft be right if he di-
rects it, and charging all feeming inconfiltencies to
the account of our own ignorance.

I fuppofe the people that trouble you upon thls
head are of two forts: 1ft, Thole who preach up-
on Arminian principles, and {fuppofe a free will in
mail, in a greater or lefs degree, to turn to God
when the gofpel is propofed. Thefe, if you fpeak
to finners at large, though they will approve of
your doing fo, will take occafion perhaps to charge
you with acting in contradiction to your own prin-
ciples. So it feems My —— has {aid. Ilove and
honour that man greatly, and I beg you will tell
him fo from mej; and tell him farther, that the
reafon why he is not a Calvinift, is becaufe he mifa
apprchends our principles, If [ had a proper call,
I would undertake to prove the diret contrary;
namely, that to exhort and deal plainly with fin-
ners, to ftir them up to flee from the wrath to
come, and to lay hold of eternal life, is an attempt
not reconcileable to {ober reafon upon any other
grounds than thofe doftrines which we are called
Calvinifts for holding ; and that all the abfurdities

which are charged upon us, as confequences ok
what
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what we teach, are indeed truly chargeable upon
thofe who dufer trom us in thefe points. 1 ithink
this unanfwerably proved by Mr Edwards, in his
difcourfc on the frredom of the willy though the
chain of reafuning is fo clofe, that few will give
attention and pains to purfue it. As to myfelt, if
I was not a Calvinift, I think I fhould have no
more hope of fuccefs in preaching to men, than to
horfes or cows.

But thefe ohjeltions are more frequently urged
by Calvinifts themfelves; many of them, I doubt
not, good men, but betrayed into a curiofity of
{pirit, which often makes their miniftry (if mi-
nifters) dry and inefficacious, and their converfa-
tion {our and unfavoury. Such a fpirit is too pre-
valent in many profeflors, that if a man difcovers
a warm zeal for the glory of God, and is enabled
to bear a faithful teftimony to the gofpel truths;.
yea, though the Lord evidently blefles him, they
overlook all, and will undervalue a fermon, which
upon the whole they cannot but acknowledge to be
fcriptural, if they meet with a fingle {entence con-
trary to the opinion they have taken up. 1 am
forry to fee fuch a fpirit prevailing. But this I ob-
ferve, that the minifters who give into this way,
though good men and good preachers in other
refpects, are feldom very ufeful or very zealous;
and thofe who are in private life, are more ready
for dry points of difputation, at leaft harping upon
a ftring of doftrines, than for experimental and
heart-fearching converfe, whereby one may warm
and edity another. Blefied be God, who has kept
me and my people from this turn: if it thould ever
creep in or fpread among us, I fhould be ready to
write lchabod vpon our aifemblies.

I advife you theretore vo keep clofe ro the Bible
and prayer: bring your difficuitics tw the Lord,
and inwreat him to give you and maintain in you a

C3 fimple
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fimple fpirit. Search the fcripture. How did Peter
deal with Simon Magus? We have no right to
think worfe of any who can hear us, than the apofile
did of him. He feemed almoft to think his cafe
defperate, and yet he advifed him to repentance
and prayer. Examine the fame apoftle’s difcourfe,
Adls, 11i. and the clofe of St Paul’s fermon, Adts,
xiii, 'Fhe power is all of God ; the means are like-
wife of his appointment; and he always is pleafed to
work by fuch means as may fhew that the power
s his. What was Mofes’s rod in itfelf, or the
trumpets that threw down Jericho ¢ What influence
could the pool of Siloam have, that the eyes of the
blind man by wathing in it fhould be opened ? or
what conld Ezekiel’s feeble breath contribute to the
making dry bones live? All thele means were exa
ceedingly difproportionate to the effet; but he
who ordered them to be unled accompanied them
with his power. Yet if Mofes had gone without
his rod 3 if Jofhua had {lighted the ram’s horns; if
the prophet had thought it foolithnefs to fpeak to
dry bones, or the blind man refuled to wafh his
eyes, nothing could have been done, The fame
holds good in the prefent fubjeét: I do not reafon,
expoftulate, and perfuade finners, becaude I think I
can prevail with them, but becaufe the Lord has
commanded it. He direts me to addrefs them as
reafonable creatures; to takethem byevery handle;
to fpeak to their coniciences; to tell them of the
terrors of the Lord, and of his tender mercies; to
argue with them what good they find in {inj whe-
ther they do not need a Saviour; to put them in
mind of death, judgement, and eternity, &c. When
I have done all, I know it is to little purpofe, except
the Lord {peaks to their hearts; and this.to his. own,
and at his own time, I am {ure he will, becaufe he
has promifed it. See Ifaiah, lv. 10. 11, Matth,

xxviii. 200 Indeed I have heard expreflions in. the
warmth
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warmth of delivery which 1 could not wholly ap-
prove, and therefore do- not imitate. But in gene
ral, I fee no preaching made very ufeful for the ga-
thering of {-wuls, where poor finners are fhut out
of the difcourfe. [ think one of the clofeit and
moft moving addrefles to finners I ever met with
is. in. Dr Owen’s expofition of the 13oth Plalm (in
my edition) from p. 243.-to 276.. If you get it
and examine it, I think you will &ind it all agreeable
to fcripture; and he was a fteady, deep-fighted
Calvinift. I with you to ftudy it well, and make
it your pattern. He handles the fame point like=
wife in other places, and fhews the weaknefs of the
exceptions taken fomewhere at large, but I cannot
juft now find the paflage. Many think themfelves
quite right, becaufe they have not had their
thoughts exercifed at large, but have confined
themf{elves to one track. There are extremes in
every thing. I pray God to fhew you the golden
mean.

Iam, &c.
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LETTEZR IV

Dear Sir, Aug. 30. 1770,
I Would fteal a few minutes here to write, left I

fhould not have leifure at home. 1 have not
your letter with me, and therefore can only. anfwer
{o far as I retain a general remembrance of the
contents..

You will doubtlefs find rather perplexity than
advantage from. the multiplicity of advice you may
receive, if you endeavour to reconcile and adopt

the very diflcrent fentiments- of your friends. I
¢ 6 think.
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think it will be beft to make ufe of them in a full
latitude, that is, to corret and qualify them one.
by another, and to borrow a little from each with-
out confining yourfelf entirely to any. You will
probably be advifed to different extremes, it will
then be impoffible to follow both; but it may be
practicable to find a middle path between them:
and I believe this will generally prove the beft and
fafeft method. Only confult your own temper,
and endeavour to incline rather to that fide to which
you are the leaft difpofed, by-the ordinary ftrain of
your own inclination ; for on that fide you will be
in the leaft danger of erring. Warm and hafty
difpofitions will {eldom move too flow, and thole
who are naturally languid and cool are as little li-
able to over-at their part.

With refpelt to the particulars you inftance, 1
have generally thought you warm and enterprifing
enough, and therefore thought it beft to reftrain
you; but I meantonly to hold you in, till you had
acquired fome farther knowledge and obfervation
both of yourfelf and of others. 1 have the plea-
fure to hope (efpecially of late) that you are be-
come more {elf-difhident and wary than you was
fome time ago. And therefore as your years and
time are advancing, and you have been for a toler-
able {pace under a probation of filence, I can make
no objetion to your attempting {fometimes to fpeak
in {eledt focicties; but let your attempts be confined
to fuch, I mean where you are acquainted with the
people, or the leading part of them,. and be upon
your guard againft opening yourfelf too much a-
menglt firangers ;—and again, 1 earneftly defire you
would not attempt any thing of this fort in a very
public way, which may perhaps bring you under
inconvemdncies, and will be inconfiftent with the
part you ought to a& (in my judgement) from the
time you receive Epifcopal ordination. You may

remember
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remember a fimile I have fometimes ufed of green
fruit: children are impatient to have 1t while it is
green, but perfons of more judgement will wai till
it is ripe.  Therefore I would wifh your exhorta-
tions to be brief, private, and not very frequent.
Rather give yourfelt to reading, meditation, and
prayer.

As to {peaking without notes, in order to do it
“fuccefsfully, a fund of knowledge fhould be firft
poflefled. Indeed, in fuch focieties as I hope you
will confine your attempts to, it would not be
praticable to ufe notes; but 1 mean, that if you
defign to come out as” 2 preacher without notes
from the firft, you muft ufe double diligence in
ftudy: your reading muft not be confined to the
fcriptures 3 you fhould be acquainted with church-
hiftory, have a general view of divinity as a {yftem,
know fomething of the ftate of controverfies in paft
times and at prefent, and indeed of the general
hiftory of mankind. 1 do not mean that you
fhould enter deeply into thefe things; but you will
need to have your mind enlarged, your ideas in-
creafed, your ftyle and manner formed ; you thould
read, think, write, compofe, and ufe all diligence
to exercife and ftrengthen your faculties. If you
would fpeak extempore as a clergyman, you muft
be able to come off roundly, and to £ill up your
hour with various matter, in tolerable coherence,
or elle you will not be able to overcome the preju-
dice which ufually prevails amongft the people.
Perhaps it may be as well to ufe fome little {cheme
in the note way, efpecially at the beginning; but
a little trial will beft intorm you what is moft ex-
pedient.

Let your backwardnefs to prayer and reading
the fcriprure be ever lo great, you mnft ftrive againft
it. 'This backwardnets, with the doubts you tpeak
of, ar¢ pactly from your own evil heart, but per-

haps
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haps chicfly temptations of Satan: he knows, if he
can keep you from drawing water out of the wells
of falvation, he will have much advantage. My foul
goes often mourning under the fame complaints,
but at times the Lord gives me a little victory. 1
hope he will over-rule all our trials, to make us
more humble, dependent, and to give us tendernefs
of {pirit towards the diftrefled. The exercifed and
experienced Chriftian, by the knowledge he has
gained of his own heart, and the many difficulties
he has had to ftruggle with, acquires a fkill and
compaflion in dealing with others; and without
fuch exercife, all our ftudy, diligence, and gifts in
other ways, would leave us much at a lofs in fome
of the moft important parts of our calling.

You have given yourfelf to the Lord for the
miniftry; his providence has thus far favoured your
views ; therefore harbour not a thought of flinch-
ing from the battle, becaufe the enemy appears in
view, but relolve to endure hardfhip, as a good {ol-
dier of Jefus Chrift. Lift up your banner in his
pame ; truft in him, and he will fuppert you; but
above all things, be fure not to be either enticed or
terrified from the privilege of a throne of grace.

Who your enemies are, or what they fay, I know
not; for I never converfed with. them.. Your
friends here have thought you at times harfh and
hafty in your manner, and rather inclining to felf-
confidence. Thefe things I have often reminded
you of ; but 1 confidered them as blemifhes ufually
attendant upon youth, and which experience, temp-
tation, and prayer would corret. I hope and be-
lieve you will do well.  You will have a fhare in
my prayers and beft advice ; and when I fee occa-
fion to offer a word of reproof,, I {hall not ufe any

referve.

Yours, &c..
LET-
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LETTER V.

Dear Sir, Fuly 25. 1772,

I Am glad to hear you are accommodated at D—,

where I hope your beft endeavours will not be
wanting to make yourfelf agreeable, by an humble,
inoffenfive, and circum{pect behaviour.

I greatly approve of your {peaking from one of
the leflons in the afternoon ; you will find it a great
help to bring you gradually to that habit and readi-
nefs of expreflion which you defire; and you will
perhaps find it make more impreflion upon your
hearers than what you read to them from the pulpit.
However, 1 would not difcourage or difluade you
from reading your fermons for a time. The chief
inconvenience refpecting yourfelf is that which you
mention. A written fermon is fomething to lean
upon 3 but it is beft for a preacher to lean wholly
upon the Lord. But fet off gradually; the Lord
will not defpife the day of fmall things: pray
heartily that your jfpiriz may be rigbt with him,
and then all the reft will be well. And keep on
writing : if you compofe one fermon, and fhould
find your heart enlarged to preach another, ftill
your labour of writing will not be loft. If your
confcience bears you witnefs that you defire to ferve
the Lord, his promife (now he has brought you
into the miniftry) of a {fufficiency and ability for
the work belongs to you as much as to another.
Your borrowing help from others may arifc from a
diffidence of yourfelf, which is not blameable; but
it may arife in part likewife from a diffidence of the
Lord, which is hurtful. I wifh you may get en-
couragement from that word, Exodus, iv. 11.. 12.

It was a great encouragemgnt to me. While I
| woulc
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would prefs you to diligence in every rational means
for the improvement of your ftock in knowledge,
and your ability of utterance, | would have you
remember, that preaching is a giff, It cannot be

learned by induftry and imitation only, as a man
may learn to make a chair or a table ;: it comes from

above ; and if you patiently wait upon God, he will
beftow this gift upon you, and increafe it in you.
It will grow by exercife. 'To him that hath {hali
be given, and he fhall have more abundantly. And
be chiefly folicitous to obtain an undtion upon
what you do fay Perhaps thofe {ermons in which
you feel yourfelf moft deficient, may be made moft
ufeful to others. I hope you will endeavour like-
wife to be plain and familiar in your language and
manner, (though not low or vulgar), fo as to fuit
yourfelf as much as poffible to the apprehenfions
of the moft ignorant people. There are.in all con-
gregations {fome perfons exceedingly ignorant; yet
they have precious fouls, and the Lord often calls
fuch. I pray the Lord to make you wife to win
fouls. Ihope he will. You cannot be too jea-
lous of your own heart; but let not fuch inftances
as Mr ——— difcourage you. Cry to him who
is able to hold you up, that you may be fafe, and
you fhall not cryin vain. It is indeed an alarming
thought, that a man may pray and preach, be ufe-
ful and acceptable for a time, and yet be nothing.
But ftill the foundation of God ftandeth fure. I
have a good hope, that I'thall never have caufe to
repent the part I have taken in your concerns.
While you keep in the path of duty, you will find
it the path of fafety. Be pundtual in waiting upon
God in fecret.  This is the life of every thing, the
only way, and the fure way, of maintaining and re-
newing your ftrength,
Iam, Xc..

EIGHT
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LETTEZR L

Dear Sir, FJune 29. 1787,

Endeavour to be mindful of you in my prayers,
that you may find both fatisfaion and fuccefs,

“and that the Lord himfelf may be your light, to
difcover to you every part of your duty. I would
earncftly prefs you and myfelf to be followers of
- thofe who have been followers of Chrift; to aim at
a life of felf-denial ; to renounce felf-will, and to
guard againft felf-wifdom. The lefs we have to

do with the world the better; and, even in con-

verfing with our brethren, we have been, and un-
Jefs we watch and pray fhall often be, enfnared.
Time is precious, and opportunities once gone are
-gone for ever. Even by reading, and what we call
ftudying, we may be comparatively lofers. The
fhorter way is to be clofely waiting upon God in
humble, fecret, fervent prayer. The treafures of
‘wif{dom and knowledge are in his hands; and he

gives bountifully, without upbraiding, On the o-

‘ther hand, whatever we may undertake with a fin-
~cere defire to promote his glory, we may come
fortably purfue : nothing is trivial that is done for
‘him.  In this view, I would have you, at proper

|
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intervals, purfue your ftudies, efpecially at thofe
times when you are unfit for better work., Pray
for me, that I may be enabled to break through
the fnares of vanity that lie in my way; that | may
be crucified with Chrift, and live a hidden life by

faith in him who loved me and gave himfelf for me.

Adiey.
LET-
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LETTER IL

Dear Sir, Augufl 31, 1757,
I Wifh you much of that {pirit which was in the

Apoftle, which made him content to become
all things to all men, that he might gain {ome. I
am perfuaded, that love and humility are the high
eft artainments in the fchool of Chrift, and the
brighteft evidences that he is indeed our mafter. If
any fhould feem inclined to treat you with lefs re.
gard, becaule you are or have been a Methodift
teacher, you will find forbearance, meeknefs, and
long-fuffering, the moft prevailing means to con-
quer their prejudices. Our Lord  has not only
taught us to expedt perfecution from the world,
though this alone is 2 trial too hard for fleth and
blood ; but we muft look for what is much more
grievous to a renewed mind, to be in fome refpe(ls
{lighted, cenfured, and mifunderftood, even by our
Chriftian brethren ; and that, perhaps, in cafes
where we are really firiving to promote the glory
of God and the good of fouls, and cannot, with.
out the reproach of our coniciences, alter our con-
dudt, however glad we thould be to have their ap-
probation. Therefore we are required, not only
to refift the world, the fleth, and the devil, but like:
wife to bear one another’s burdens; which plainly
intimates there will be fomething to be borne with
on all hands; and happy indeed is he that is not
offended. You may obferve what unjuft reports
and furmifes were received, even at Jerufalem, con-
cerning the Apoftle Paul; and it feems he was
condemned unheard, and that by many thoufands
too, Aclks, xxi. 20. 21.3 but we do not find he was

at all ruffled, or that he fought to retort any thing
upon
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' ypon them, though doubtlefs, had he been fo dif-
" pofed, he might have found fomething to have
- charged them with in his turn; but he calmly and
willingly complied with every thing in his power to
{often and convince them. Let us be followers of
this pattern, fo far as he was a follower of Chrift;
" for even Chrift pleafed not himfelf. How did he
' bear with the miftakes, weaknefs, intemperate zeal,
and imprudent propofals, of his difciples while on
“earth; and how does he bear with the fame things
“from you and me, and every one of his followers
now ? and do we, can we, think much to bear with
each other for his fake ? Have we all a full re-
“miflion of ten thoufand talents which we owed
“him, and were utterly unable to pay, and do we
-wrangle amongft ourfelves for a few pence 2 God
“forbid !
! If you fhould be numbered among the regular
iIndependents, I advife you not to offend any of
ithem by unneceflary fingularities. Iwifh you not
ito part with any truth, or with any thing really
‘expedient; but if the omitting any thing of an
Hindifferent narure will obviate prejudices, and in-
‘creale a2 mutual confidence, why fhould not fo
ealy a facrifice be made ? Above all, my dear
‘friend, let- us keep clofe to the Lord in a way of
iprayer = he giveth wifdom that is profitable to di-
ire¢t 5 he is the wonderful couniellor; there is no
iteacher like him. WHhy do the living feck to the
idead ¢ why do we weary our friends and ourfelves,
in running up and down, and turning over books
ffor advice ?  If we fhut our eyes upon the world
and worldly things, and raife our thoughts up-
wvards in humility and filence, {hould we not often
hear the fecret voice of the Spirit of God whifper-
%mg to our hearts, and pointing out to us the way
of truth and peace ! Have we not often gone a-
dtray, and hurt either ourfelves or our brethren,,
; for

T
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for want of attending to this divine inftrudtion !
Have we not fometimes mocked God, by pretend.
ing to atk dire@ion from him, when we had fixed
our determination beforeband ? Itis a great blef
ing to know that we are fincere; and next to this,
to be convinced of our infincerity, and to pray a.
gainft 1t.
Iam, &c.
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LETTER Il

Dear Sir, November 21. 1757,

CAN you forgive {o negligent a correfpondent !

I am indced athamed; but (if that is any
good excufe) I ufe you no worle than my other
friends. Whenever Iwrite, 1 am obliged to begin
-with an apology; for what with bufinefs, and the
incidental duties of every day, my time is always
mortgaged before it comes into my hands, efpecially
as I have fo little fkill in redeeming and improving
it. 1long to hear from you, and I long to fee you;
and indeed, from the terms of yours, { expected you
here before this; which has been partly a caufe of
my delay. 1 have miflaid your letter, and cannot
remember the particulars; in general, 1 remember
you were well, and going on comfortably in your
work ; which was matier of joy to me; and my
poor prayers are for you, that the Lord may own
and profper you more and more, The two great
points we are called to purfue in this finful div
ded world, are peace and holinefs : 1 hope you
are much in the ftudy of them. Thefe are the
peculiar charadteriftics of a d-i:iple of Ji{us; they

_ are the richeft part of the enjoyments of heaven;
and
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~ and fo far as they are received into the heart, they
, bring down heaven upon earth ; and they are more
~ infeparably connelted between themfielves than fome
~ of us are aware of, The longer I live, the more
 fee of the vanity and the finfulnefls of our unchuri-
~fian difputes : they eat up the very vitals of reli
gion, I grieve to think how often I have loft my
time and my temper that way, in prefuming to re-
gulate the vineyards of others, when I have ne-

- gleéted my own; when the beam in my own eye
has fo contrated my fight, that I could difcern no-
thing but the mote in my neighbour’s. I am now
“defirous to chufe a better part, Could I {peak the
publican’s words with a proper feeling, I wifh not
for the tongue of men or angels to fight about no-
tions or fentiments. I allow that every branch of

' golpel-truth is precious, that errors are abounding,
-and that it is our duty to bear an honeft teftimony
to what the Lord has enabled us to find comtort in,
and to inftrut with meeknefs fuch as are willing to
'be inftrudted ; but I cannot fee it my duty, nay,
T believe it would be my fin, to attempt to beat my
‘notions into other people’s heads. Too often I
'have attempted it 1n time paft; but I now judge,
that both’ my zcal and my weapons were carnal.
' When our dear Lord queftioned Peter, after his
fall and recovery, he faid not, Art thou wile,
learned, and eloguent? nay, he faid not, Artthou
clear, and found, and orthodox ¢ but this only,
“ Loveft thou me ?” An anfwer to this was f{uf-
hcient then, why not now? Any other anfwer we
may believe would have been infuflicient then. If
Peter had made the moft pompous confeflion of his
faith and fentiments, ll the firft queftion would
have recurred, ¢ Loveft thou me?” This is a
fcripture-precedent.  Happy the preacher, whoever
he be, my heart and my prayers are with him,
Who can honeftly and fteadily appropriate Peter’s:
anfwer.



anfwer. Such a man, 1fay, I am ready to hear,
though he fhould be as much miftaken in fome
points as Peter afterwards appears to have been ip
others. What a pity it is, that Chriftians in fuc.
ceeding ages {hould think the conftraining force of
the love of Chrift too weak, and fuppofe the end
better anfwered by forms, fubfcriptions, and que.
ftions of their own devifing ! I cannot acquit even
thofc churches who judge themfelves neareft the
primitive rule in this refpet: alas! will-worlhip
and prefumption may creep into the beft external
forms. But the misfortune both in churches and
private Chriftians is, that we are too prone rather |
to compare ourfelves with others, than to judge by
the fcriptures; and while each can fee that they
give not into the errors and miftakes of the oppo-
fite party, both are ready to conclude that they are
right: and thus it happens, that an attachment to
a fuppofed gofpel-order will recommend a man
{ooner and farther to fome churches, than an emi-
nency of goipel-pratice. 1 hope you will beware
of fuch a fpirit whenever you publicly aflume the
Independent character : this, like 2 worm at the
root, has nipt the graces, and hindered the ufe-
fulnels of many a valuable man; and thofe who
change fides and opinions are the moft lrable to it.
For the pride of our heart infenfibly prompts us to
caft about far and near for arguments to juftify our
own behaviour, and makes us too ready to hold
the opinions we have taken up to the very extreme,
that thofe amongft whom we are newly come may
not fufpet our fincerity.  Ina word, let us endca-
vour to keep clofe to God, to be much in prayer,
to watch carefully over our hearts, and leave the
bufy warm fpirits to make the beft of their work
The fecret of the Lord is with them that fear him,
and chat wait on him continually ; to thefe he will

fhew his covenant, not notionally, but experimen-
tally.
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tally. A few minutes of the Spirit’s teaching will
furnith us with more real ufeful knowledge, than
toiling through whole folios of commentators and
expofitors : they are ufeful in their places, and are
not to be undervalued by thofe who can perhaps in
general do better without them3; but it will be our
wifdom to deal lefs with the fireams, and be more
clofe in applying to the fountain-head. The ferip-
ture itfelf, and the {pirit of God, are the beft and
the only fufficient cxpofitors of {cripture, What-
ever men have valuable in their writings, they got
it from hence; and the way is as open to us as to
any of them. 'There is nothing required but a
teachable humble fpirit; and learning, as it is com-
monly called, is not neceflary in order to this. I
commend you to the grace of God, and remain
Yours, &c.
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Dear Sir, January 10, 1760,

I Have procured Cennick’s fermons ;— they are in

my judgement found and Jweet. O that you and
I had a double portion of that ipirit and undiion
which isin them ! Come, let us not defpair; the
fountain is as full and as free as ever ;— precious
fountain, ever flowing with blood and water, milk
and wine. This is the ftream that heals the wound-
ed, refrefhes the weary,latisfies the hungry, ftrength-
ens the weak, and confirms the ftrong; it opens
the eyes of the blind, foftens the heart of ftone,
teaches the dumb to fing, and enables the lame and
paralytic to walk, to leap, to run, to fly, to mount
up with eagle’s wings: a tatte of this fiream raifes

Vor. 1L, « D carth
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earth to heaven, and brings down heaven upon
earth, Nor is it a fountain ‘only; it is a univerfal
blefling, and aflumes a variety of fhapes to fuit it.
felf to our wants. It is a fun, a fhield, a garment,
a {hade, a banner, a refuge: it is bread, the true
bread, the very f{taff of life: it is life itfelf, immor-
1al, eternal life !

The crofs of Fefus Chrift, my Lord,
Is food and medicine, fhield and fword,

“Take that for your motto; wear it in your heart;
keep it in your eye; have it often in your mouth,
all you can find fomething better. The crofs of
Chrift is the tree of life and the tree of knowledge
combined. Blefled be God ! there is neither pro-
hibition nor flaming {word to keep us back, but it
ftands like a tree by the highway fide, which af-
fords its fhade to every pafienger without diftinc-
tion. Wartch and pray. Welive in a fifting time:
error gains ground every day. May the name and
love of our Saviour Jefus keep us and all his people.
Either write or come very foon to
Yours, &c.

i
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LETTUIER V.

Dear Sir, November 15. 1960,

lF your vifit fhould be delayed, let me have a |

letter. I want cither good news or ‘good ad-
vice ; to hear that your {oul profpers, or to receive
fomething that may quicken my swn.. The Apoftle
fays, ¢ Ye know the grace of our Lord Jefus

« Chrift ;” alas{ we know how to fay fomething
about
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about it, but how faint and feeble are our real per-
ceptions of it! Our love to him is the proof and
meafure of what we know of his love to us. Surely
then we are mere children in this kind of know-
ledge, and every other kind is vain. What fhould
we think of a man who fhould negle¢t his bufinefs,
family, and all the comforts of life, that he might
ftudy the Chinefe language; though he knows be-
forchand he fthould never be able to attain it, nor
ever find occafion or opportunity to ufe it? The
purfuit of every branch of knowledge that is not
clofely conneted with the one thing needful is no
lefs ridiculous.

You know.fomething of our friend Mrs B ——.
She has been more than a month confined to her
bed, and I believe her next remove will be to her
coffin.  The Lord has done great things for her.
Though fhe has been a ferious exemplary perfon all
her life, when the profpet of death prefented, fhe
began to cry out earneftly, “ What {hall I do to be
¢ {aved?” But her {olicitude is at an end ; fhe has
{feen the falvation of God, and now for the moit
part rejoices in fomething more than hope. This
vou will account good news, I am fure, Let it be
your encouragement and mine. ‘The Lord’s arm
1s not fhortened, nor is his prefence removed ; he
15 near us {till, though we perceive him not. May
he guide you with his eye in all your public and
private concerns, and may he in particular blefs
our communications to our mutual advantage.

Iam, &c.

2 L E'T-
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LETTEDR VL

Dear Sir, July 29. 1761.

A RE the quarrels made up? Tell thofe who

know what communion with Jefus is worth,
that they will never be able to maintain it, if they
give way to the workings of pride, jealoufy, and
anger, This will provoke the Lord to leave them
dry ; to command the clouds of his grace that they
rain no rain upon them. Thefe things are fure
figns of a low frame, and a fure way to keep it {o,
Could they be prevailed upon, from a fenfe of the
pardoning love of God to their own {ouls, to for-
give each other as the Lord forgives us, freely,
fully, without condition and without referve, they
would find this like breaking down a ftone wall,
which has hitherto thut up their prayers from the
Lord’s ears, and fhut out his blefling from filling
their hearts, "{'ell them, I hope to hear that all
animofities, little and big, are buried by murtual
confent in the Redeemer’s grave. Alas! the people
of God have enemies enough : Why then will they
weaken their own hands? Why will they help
their enemies to pull down the Lord’s work? Why
will they grieve thofe who wifh them well, caufe
the weak to ftumble, the wicked to rejoice, and
bring a reproach upon their holy profefiion. In-
deed this is no light matter; I with it may not
lead them to fomething worfe ; I with they may be
wife in time, left Satan gains further advantage
over them, and draw them to {fomething that fhall
make them (as David did) roar under the pains of
broken bones. But I muft break off. May God
give you wifdom, faithfulnefs, and patience : Take

care that you do not catch an angry fpirit yourfelf,
while
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while you aim to fupprels it in others: this will
fpoil all, and you will exhort, advife, and weep in
vain. May yeu rather be an example and pattern
to the flock: and in this view be not furprifed if
you yourfelf meet fome hard ufage ; rather rejoice,
that you will thereby have an opportunity to exem-
plity your own rules, and to convince your people,
that what you recommend t s them you do not {peak
by rote, but trom the experience of your heart.
One end why our Lord was tempted was for the
¢ncouragement of his poor followers, that they
might know him to be a High Prieft fuited to them,
having had a fellow- feelm-tr in their diftrefles. For
the like reafon he appoints “his minifters to be forely
exercifed both from without and within, that they
may {ympathize with their flock, and know in their
own hearts the deceitfulnefs of fin, the infirmities
of the flefh, and the way in which the Lord fup-
ports and bears with all that truft him. Therefore
be not difcouraged ; ufefulnefs and trials, comforts
and crofles, {trength and exercile go together. But
remember he has faid, ¢ I will never leave thee nor
“ forfake thee ; be thou faithful unto death, and I
“ will give thee a crown of life.” When you get
to heaven, you will not complain of the way by
which the Lord brought you. Farewell. FPray
for us.
Yours, &c.

D3 LET-
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LETTZEZR VI

Dear Sir, Dec. 14. 1761.

l Pray the Lord to accompany you; but cannot

help fearing yon go on too faft. If you have
not (as I am fure you ought not) made an ablolute
promife, but only conditional, you need not be fo
{olicitous ; depend upon it, when the Lord is plea-
fed to remove you, he will fend one to {upply your
place. I am grieved that your mind is {o {fet upon
a {tep, which I fear will occafion many inconveni-
encies to a people who have deferved your beft re-
gard. Others may {peak you fairer, but none wifhes
you better than mylelf; therefore I hope you allow
me to {peak my mind plainly, and believe that it
1s no pleafure to me to oppofe your inclinations. As
to your {aying they will take no denial, it has no
weight with me. Had they atked what you were
exceedingly averle to, you would foon have ex-
prefled yourfelf o as to convince them it was to no
purpofe to urge you; but they faw fomething in
your manner or language that encouraged them;
they faw the propofal was agreeable to you, that
you were not at all unwilling to exchange your old
friends for new ones ; and this is the reafon they
would take no denial. 1f you fhould live to fee
thofe who are moft forward in prefling you become
the firft to difcourage you, you will think {eriouily
of my words. -

If I thought my advice would prevail, it {fhould
be this: Call the people together, and defire them
(if poflible) to forget you ever intended to depart
from them 3 and promife not to think of a removal,
till the Lord fhall make your way fo clear, that

¢ven they fhall have nothing reafonable to object
againft
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againft it.  You may keep your word with your
other friends too; for when a proper perfon fhall
offer, as likely to pleafe and {atisfy the people as
yourfelf, I will give my hearty confent to your re-
moval.

Confider what it is you would have in your office,
but maintenance, acceptance, and fuccefs. Have
you not thofe where you are? Are you fure of
having them where you are going? Are you fure
the Spirit of God (without which you wiil do no-
thing) will be with you there, as he has been wilh
you hitherto? Perhaps if you act in your own {pi-
rit, you may find as great a change as Sampion.
I am ready to weep when I think what difficulties
were furmounted to accomplith your ordination ;
and now when the people thought themfelves fix«
ed, that you fhould fo foon difappoint them.

Yours, &c.
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LETTER VIIL

Dear Sir, Feb. 15. 1%62.

I Have been often thinking of you fince your re=

moval, and was glad to receive your letter to-
day. I hope you will ftill go on to find more and
more encouragement to believe, that the Lord has
difpofed and led you to the ftep you have taken..
For though I wrote with the greateft plainnefs and-
carnefinefs, and would if in my power have pre-
vented it while under deliberation, yet, now it is.
done and paft recall, I would rather help than dif-
hearten you. Indeed, I cannot fay that my view of
the affair is yet altered. The beft way not to be

caft down hereafter, is not to be too fanguine at firft.
D3 You:
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You know there is fomething pleafing in novelty;
as yet you are new to them, and they to you: I
pray God that you may find as cordial a regard
from them as at prefent, when you have been with
them as many years as in the place you came fron.
And if you have grace to be watchful and prayful,
all will be well 3 for we ferve a gracious Maiter,
who knows how to over-rule even our miftakes to his
glory and our own advantage. Yet I obferve that
when we do wrong, {ooner or later we finart for
our Indifcretion § perhaps many years afterwards.
After we have feen and confefled our fault, and
reeeived repeated proofs of pardoning love, as to the
guilt, yet chaftifement, to remind us more fenfibly
of our having done amifs, will generally find us
cut. So it was with David in the matter of Uriah :
the Lord put away his fin, healed his broken bones,
and reftored unto him the light of his countenance;
yet inany troubles, in confequence of this affair,
tollowed one vpon another, till at length (many
years afterwards) he was driven from Jerufalem by
his own fon. So it was with Jacob: he dealt de-
ceitfully with his brother Efau; notwithftanding
this the Lord appeared to him and blefled hin,
gave him comfortable promiles, and revealed him-
{elf to him from time to time ; yet after an interval
of twenty years his fault was brought afreth to-his
remembrance, and his heart trembled within him
when he heard his brother was coming with armed
men to meet him. And thus I have found it in
my own experience: things which 1 had forgotten
a long while have been brought to my mind by pro-
vidential difpenfations which [ little expeéted ; but
the firft rife of which I have been able to trace far
back, and forced to confefs, that the Lord is in-
deed He that judgeth the heart and trieth the reins.
I hint this for your caution: you know beft upon

what grounds you have proceeded ; but if, (thougl%
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I do not affirm it, I hope otherwife), I fay, if you
have adted too much in your own {pirit, been too-
hafty and precipitate; if you have not been fuf-
ficiently tender of your prople, nor theughtful of
the confequences which your departure will pro=
bably involve them in ; if you were impatient under
the Lord’s hand, and inftead of waiting his time
and way of removing the trials and difficulties you
found, you have ventured upon an attempr to free
and mend yourfelf: I {1y, if any of thefe things have
mixed with your determinations, fomething will
fall out to fhew you your fault: either you will not
find the fuccefs you hope for, or friends will grow
cold, or enemies and difficulties you dream not of
will prefent themf{elves, or your own mind will al-
ter, {0 as what feems now moft pleafing will afford
you little pleafure. Yet though I write thus, E
do not mean (as I faid before) to difcourage you,
but that you may be forewarned, humble, and
watchful. If you fhould at any time have a dif-
ferent view of things, you may take comfort from
the inftances I have mentioned. The trials of Da-
vid and Jacob were fharp; but they were {hort, and
they proved to their advantage, put them upon alts
of humiliation and prayer, and ended in a double
blefling. Nothing can harm us that quickens our
earneftnefs and frequency in applying to a throne
of grace: only truft the Lord and keep clofe to
him, and all that befalls you fhall be for good.
Temptations end in vitory; troubles prove an in-
creafe of confolation; yea, our very falls and failings
tend to increafe our fpiritual wifdom, to give us a
greater knowledge of Satan’s devices, and make us
more habitually upon our guard againit them..
Happy cafe of the believer in Jefus! when bitten
by the fiery ferpent he needs not go far for a reme-
dy; he has only to look to a bleeding Saviour, and.
be healed,

Dgs )
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I think one great advantage that attends a removal
into a new place is, that it gives an eafy opportu.
nity of forming a new plan, and breaking off any
little habits which we have found inconvenient, and
yet perhaps could not fo readily lay afide, where our
cuftoms and acquaintance had been long formed.
carneftly recommend to you to refledt, if you can.
not recollet fome things which you have hitherto
omitted, which may properly be now taken up;
fome things formerly allowed, which may now with
¢afe and convenience be laid afide. I only give the
hint in general 3 for I have nothing in particular to
charge you with. 1recommend to you to be very
choice of your time, efpecially the fore part of the
day : let your morning hours be devoted to prayer,
reading, and ftury; and fuffer not the importunity
of . friends to rob you of the hours before noon,
without a juft neceflity : and if you accuftom your-.
felf to rife early in the morning, you will -find 2
areat advantage. Be careful to avoid lofing your
thoughts, whether in books or otherwife, upon
any fubjets which are not of a diret fubferviency
to your great defign, till towards dinner-time : the
afternoon is not fo favourable to ftudy; this isa
proper time for paying and receiving vifits, con
verfing among your friends, or unbending with 2
book of infirutive entertainment, fuch as hiftory,
&c. which may increafe. your general knowledge,
without a great confinement of your attention;
but let the morning hours be facred. I think you
wouid likewife find advantage in ufing your pen
more : write fhort notes upon the fcriptures you
read, or tranfcribe the labours of others; make ex-
trats from your favourite authors, efpecially thofe
who, befides a fund of fpiritual and evangelical mat-
ter, have a happy talent of exprefling their thoughts
in a clear and lively, or pathetic manner: you

would find a continued exercife in this way wouéd
;
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be greatly ufeful to form your own fiyle, and help
your delivery and memory ; you would become in-
{enfibly mafter of thcir thonghts, and find it more
ealy to exprefs yourfelf jultly and clearly: what we
only read we eafily lofe; but what we commit to
paper is not fo foon forgot. Efpecially remember,.
(what you well know, but we cannot too often re-
mind each other), that frequent fecret prayer is
the life of all we do.. If any man lack wifdom, let
him afk of God, and it thall be given; but all our
diligence will fail, if we are remifs in this particular..
I am glad it is not thought neceflary for you. to go-
to London on this occafion.. I hope you will not.
think it neceffary upon any other account. Rae.
ther keep clofe to the work you have undertaken;,
and endeavour to avoid any thing that looks like:
oftentation, or a defire to be taken notice of. You:
fee I advife you with the freedom of a friend who:
loves you, and longs to {ee your work and your foul:
profper.

You will, I doubt not, endeavour to promote-
the practice of frequent prayer in the houfes that:
receive you. I look upon prayer meetings as the-
moft profitable exercifes (excepting the public:
preaching) in which Chriftians can engage: they:
have a dire(t tendency to kill a worldly. trifling fpi~-
rit, to draw down a divine blefling upon all our:
concerns, compofe differences, and enkindle (at:
leaft to maintain) the flame of divine love amongft:
brethren.  But I need not tell you the advantages .
you know them; I only would exhort you; and:
the rather as 1 find in my own cafe the principal.
caufe of my leannefs and unfruitfulnefs is owing to-
an unaccountable backwardnefs to pray.. I can
write, or read,. or converfe, or hear, with a ready-
will; but prayer is more {piritual and inward than
any of thefe; and the more fpiritual any duty is;.
the more my carpal. heart is apt-to. fart. from it..

D6 May.
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May the Lord pour forth his precious fpirit of pray-
er and fupplication in both our hearts.

I am not well pleafed with the account you give
of fo many dry bones. Ir increafes my wonder,
that you could fo readily exchange fo much plump
flefh and blood as you had about you for a parcel
of fkeletons. I with they may not haunt you, and
difturb your peace. I wifh thefe fame dry bones do
not prove thorns in your fides and in your eyes,
You fay, now you have to pray, and prophefy, and
" wait for the four winds to come and put life into
thefe bones. God grant that your prayers may be
anfwered : but if ] knew a man whe poflfefled a
field in a tolerable foil, which had afforded him
fome increafe every yearj and if this man, afier
having beftowed feven years labour in cultivating,
weeding, manuring, fencing, &c. juft when he has
brought his ground (in his neighbour’s judgement)
into good order, and might reafonably hope for
larger crops than he had ever yet {een, thould fud-
denly forego all his advantages, leave his good feed
for the birds to.eat, pull up.the young fences which
coft him fo much pains to. plant, and all this for
the fake of making a new experiment upon the top
of a mountain; though I might heartily with him
great fuccefs, I could not honeftly give him great
encouragement. You have parted with that for a
trifle, which in my eyes feems an ineftimable jewel;
I mean the hearts and affeftions of an enlighten-
ed people. 'This appears to me one of the great-
eft honours and greateft pleafures a faithful mini-
fter can poflefs, and which many faithful and emi-
nent minifters have never been able to obtain.
This gave you a vaft advantage 3 your gift was more
acceptable there than that of any other perfon, and
more than you. will probably find elfewhere. For
I cannot make a comparifon between the hafty ap-

probation of a few, whole eyes are but beginning
0
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to open, and their affections and paffions warm, fo
that they muft, if poflible, have the man that firfk
catches their attention; I fay, I cannot think this
worthy to be compared to the regard of a people
who underftood the gofpel, were able to judge of
men and dodtrines, and had trial of you for fo many
years. It is indeed much to your honour (it proves
that you were faithful, diligent, and exemplary)
that the people proved fo attached to you ; but that
you fhould force yourfelf from them, when they {o
dearly loved you, and fo much needed you, this has
made all your friends in thefe parts to wonder, and
your enemies to rejoice; and I, alas! know not
what to anfwer in your behalf to either, Say not,
¢¢ ] hate this Micaiah, for he prophefies not good
¢ of me, but evil;” but allow me the privilege of
a friend. My heart is full when I think of what
has happened, and what wiil probably be the con-
fequence. In few words, I am f{irongly perfuaded
you have taken an unadvifed ftep, and would there-
fore prepare you for the inconvenience and uneafi-
nefs yon may probably meet with.. And if I am (as
I defire I may prove) miftaken, my advice will do no
harm; you will want fomething to balance the ca-
refles and fuccefs you meet with.

We thould be very glad to {fee you, and hope you:
will take your meafures when you do come to
lengthen your ufual ftay, in proportion to the dif=
ference of the diftance. Pray for us.

Iam, &c.

FOUR
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My dear Madam, May ~ 1774,

Have had fudden notice, that I may {fend you g
hafty line, to exprefs our fatisfaction in hearing
that you -had a fafe, though perilous journey. I
hope I fhall be always mindful to pray, that the
Lord may guide, blefs, and comfort you, and give
you fuch 2 manifeftation of lis perfon, power, and
grace, as may fet you ar liberty from all fear, and
fill you with abiding peace and joy in believing.
Remember that Jefus has all power, the fullnefs of
compaflion, and embraces with open arms all that
come to him for life and falvation.
| Iknow not whether Mis —’ illnefs was
before or fince my laft. Through mercy fhe is
better again and I remain fo, though death and
illnefs are ftill walking about the town. © for
grace to take warning by the fufferings of others,
and fet loofe to the world, and fo number our days
as to incline our hearts to the one thing needful !
Indeed that one thing includes many things, fuffie
cent to engage the beft of our thoughts and the
moft of our time, if we were duly fenfible of their
importance ; but I may adopt the Plalmift’s expref-
fion, ¢ My foul cleaveth to the duft.” How is it
that the -truths of which I have the moft undoubt-
ed conviftion, and which are of all others the moft
weighty, fhould make fo little impreflion upon. me 2
Olknow the caufe ! It is deeply rooted. An
evil nature cleaves to me; fo that when I would
do good, evil is prefent with me.. It is, however,

amercy ta be made fenfible of it, and in any mea-
fure

a-
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fure humbled forit, Ere long it will be dropped in
the grave; then all complaints fhall ceafe. That
thought gives relief. I fhall not always live this
poor dying life: I hope one day to be all ear, all
heart, all tongue: when [ fhall fee the Redeemer
as he i1s, I{hall be like him. This will be a heaven
indeed, to behold his glory without a veil, to re
joice in his love without a cloud, and to fing his
praifes, without one jarring or wandering note, for
ever. In the mean time, may he enable us to ferve
him with our beft. O that every power, faculty,
and talent, were devoted to him! He deferves all
we have, and ten thoufand times more it we had it}
for he has loved us, and wathed us from our fins
in his own blood. He gave himfelf for us, In
one fenfe we are well fuited to an{wer his purpofe;
for if we were not vile and worthlefs beyond ex.
preflion, the' exceeding riches of his grace would
not have been fo glorioufly difplayed. His glory
fthines more in redeeming one finner, than in pre.
ferving a thoufand angels. Poor Mr is fhill
in the dark wvalley, but we truft prayer fhall yet
bring him ont. Mighty things have been donein
aniwer to prayer, and the Lord’s arm is not {hort.
encd, neither is his ear heavy. It is our part to
wait till we have an anfwer. One of his own

hymns fays,

The promife may be long deferr’d,

But never comes too late.

I fuppofe you have heard of the death of N
T of R——. 'This is apparently a heavy
blow. He was an amiable, judicious, candid man,
and an excellent preacher in a great fphere of ule-
fulnefs ; and his age and conftitution gave hopes
that he might have been eminently {erviceable for

many years, Hlow often docs the Lord write Vaniyy
upoE
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gpon all our expeftations from men! He vifited
1 perfon ill of a putrid fever, and carried the feeds
of infetion with him to London, where he died.
' Mus - is a very excellent and accomplifhed
woman, but exceedingly delicate in her frame and
fpirits. How can fhe bear fo fudden and fevere
‘aftroke! But yet I hope the will afford a proof of
the Lord’s all-fufficiency and faithfulnefs. O-Ma-
dam, the Lord our God is a great Gud! If he
frowns, the fmiles of the whole creation can afford
o comfort; and if he is pleafed to fmile, he can
enable the foul under the darkeft difpenfations to
fiy, All is well. Yet the flelh will feel, and it
ought; otherwife the exercife of faith, patience,
and refignation would be impradticable. I have loft
in him one of my moft valued and valuable friends:
but what is my lofs to that of his people !

The Lord blefs you and keep you. The Lord
increale you more and more, you and your chila
dren. The Lord lift up the light of his countes
nance upon you, and give you his peace. I thank
him for leading yuu to us, but efpecially for ma-
king your vifit there in any meafure agreeable and
profitable to yourfelf. If 1 have been an inftru-
ment in his hand for vour comfort, I have reafon
to remember it among the greateft favours he has
conferred upon me. And now, dear Madam, once
more farewell, If the Lord ipares our lives, I hope
we fhall fee each other again upon earth. DBut
above all, let us rejoice in the blefled gofpel, by
which immortality is brought to light, and a glo-

rious profpect opened beyond the grave.

There fits our Saviour thron’d in light,
Cloth’d with a body like our own.

There at leaft, after all the changes and trials of
this ftate, we fhall meet to part no more.
Iam, &c.

LET-
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LETTER IL

My dear Madam, 1778.

IShould have been more unealy at being pre-

vented writing immediately, had I any reafon to
apprehend my advice neceflary upon the point yoy
propofe, which by this time I fuppofe is fettled as
it fhould be without me. I fmiled at Mifs M—— |
difappointment. However, if the, Lord favours
her with a tafte for the library of my propofing,
fhe will be like the merchantman feeking goodly
pearls, and will count all other books but pebbles
in comparifon of thofe four volumes, which pre.
fent us with {omething new and important when.
ever we look into them. I fhall be much obliged
to her if fhe will commit the third chapter of Pro.
verbs to her memory, and I fhall pray the Lord to
write it in her heart.

You furprife me when you tell me, that the in.
cident of my birth-day was noticed by thofe I ne.
ver faw, Be fo good as to return my thanks to
my unknown friends, and tell them, that I pray
our common Lord and Saviour to blefs them abun
dantly. His people while here are fcattered abroad,
feparated by hills and rivers, and too often by
names and prejudices; but by and by we fhall all
meet where we fhall all know and acknowledge
each other, and rejoice together for evermore. I|
have lately read with much pleafure, and I hope
with fome profit, the hiftory of the Greenland
Miflion. Upon the whole it is a glorious work.
None who love the Lord will refufe to fay, it s
the finger of God indeed. For my own part, my
foul rejoices in it; and I honour the inftrument;,

as men who have hazarded their lives In an extra-
ordinary
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ordinary manner for the fake of the Lord Jefus.
gyre I am that none could have fuftained fuch dif-
couragements at firft, or have obtained {uch fuccefs
afterwards, unlefs the Lord had fent, fupported,
snd owned them.

I hope we fhall have an intereft in your prayers.
[ truft the Lord is yet with us. We have {ome ripe
for the fickle, and fome juft {pringing up; fome
tokens of his gracious prefence amongft us; but
fin and Satan cut us out abundance of work as in-
dividuals, though through mercy as a fociety we
walk in peace.

The toad and {pider is an exhibition of my daily
experience. I am often wounded, but the Lord
is my health. Still I am a living monument of
mercy 3 and I truft that word, ¢ Becauie I live you
“ fhall live alfo,” will carry me to the end. Iam
poor, weak, and foolifh; but Jefus is wife, ftrong,
and abounding in grace. He has given me a de-
fire to truft my all in his hands, and he will not
difappoint the expeétation which he himielf has
raifed, At prefent I have but little to fay, and but
hle time to fay it in.  When vou think of this
place, I hope you will think and believe, that you
have friends here moft cordially interefted in your
velfare, and often remembering you in prayer.
May the Lord be your guide and fhield, and give
you the beft defires of your heart. I pray him to
eftablith and fettle you in the great truths of his
wvord. I truft he will. We learn more, and more
eiietually, by one minute’s communication with
him through the medium of his written word,
than we could from an aflembly of divines, or a
ibrary of books.

- lam, &ec.

l

LET.
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LETTER 1L

My dear Madam, Auguft 197¢,

T is not owing to forgetfulnefs that your lette;

has been thus long unanfwered. It has Ly
within my view this fortnight, demanding ny
firlt leifure hour; but affairs of daily occurrence
have been fo many and fo prefling, that I hay
been conftrained to put it off till now. I truft the
Lord, by his Spirit and providence; will dire& and
profper the fettlement of your children. 1 defire
my love to Mifs M——. My idea of her enlarges,
Methinks I fee her afpiring to be as tall as hes
Mamma. I hope likewife that fhe increales n
grace and wifdom as in years and ftature; and that
hearing our Lord’s flock .is a little flock, fhe feel
an earneft thirft to be one of the happy numbe
which conftitutes his fold.

There the Lord dwells among f# them upon his own hil
W.th the flccks all around him awaiting kis will.

1f fhe has fuch a defire, I can tell who gave it her,
for I am perfuaded it was not born with her; an
where the good bufbandman fows, there will he
alfo reap. Therefore, dear Mifs M ——, pri
forward: knock, and it fhall be opened unto you,
for yet there is room. O what a fold! O whate
pafture | O what a fhepherd! Let us love, an
fing, and wonder.

I hope the good people at Briftol, and ever
where elfe, are praying for our finful, diftraded
land, in this dark day. The Lord is angry, i
fword is drawn, and I am afraid nothing but W

ipirit of wreftling prayer can prevail for the #
turnn
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wrning it into the fcabbard. Could things have
procceded to thefe extremities, except the Lord
had withdrawn his falutary blefling from both fides ?
It is a time of prayer. We fee the beginning of
trouble, but who can forefee the poflible confe-
quences ¢ The fire is kindled, but how far it may
fpread, thofe who are above may perhaps know
petter than we. I meddle not with the difputes of
| party, ROr concern my{elf with any political maxims,
but fuch as are laid down in {cripture. There I
read that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, and that
fin is the reproach, and if perfifted in, the ruin of
any people.  Some people are ftartled at the enor-
mous fum of our national debt: they who under-
ftand fpiritual arithmetic, may be well ftartled if
they fit down and compute the debt of national fin.
Imprimis, Infidelity: Ztem, Contempt of the gofpel:
Item, The profligacy of manners: Item, Perjury :
Item, The cry of blood, the blood of thoufands,
perhaps millions, from the Eaft Indies. It would take
fheets, yea quires, to draw out the particulars under
each of thefe heads, and then much would remain
untold. What can we anfwer, when the Lord faith,
“Shall not I vifit for thefe things? Shall not my
“{oul be avenged on fuch a nation as this ?” Since
we received the news of the firlt hottilities in A
merica, we have had an additional prayer meeting.
Could I hear that profeflors in general, inftead of
wafting their breath in cenfuring men and mea-
lures, were plying the throne of grace, I fhould
fll hope for a refpite.  Poor New England ! once
the glory of the earth, now likely to be vifited with
fire and fword. They have left their firft love,
and the Lord is {orely contending with them. Yet
furely their fins as a people are not to be compared
with ours. Iam juft fo much affeted with thefle
hings as to know, that I am not affe@ed enough.
Oh ! my fpirit is fadly cold and infenfible, or I

{hould
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fhould lay them to heart in a different manner.
yet I endeavour to give the alarm as far as I cap,
There is one political maxim which comforts me,
¢ the Lord reigns.” His hand guides the ftorm;
and he knows them that are his, how to proted,
fupport, and deliver them. He will take care of
his own caufe, yea, he will extend his kingdom,
even by thefe formidable methods. Men have one
thing in view, he has another, and his counfel fhall
ftand.

‘The chief piece of news {ince my laft is concers.
ing B. A. She has finifhed her courfe, and is now
with the great multitude, who have overcome by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of his te.
ftimony.. Tuefday, the 1ft of February, fhe was
in our aflembly, was taken ill the next day, and
died while we were aflembled the Tucfday follow-
ing. She had an eafy diflolution, retained her
{enfes and her fpeech till the laft minute, and wen
without a ftruggle or a figh. She was not in rap-
tures during her illnefs, but was compofed, and
maintained a {irong and lively faith, She had a
numerous levee about her bed daily, who were all
witnefles to the power of faith, and to the faith.
fulnefs of the Lord, enabling her to triumph over
the approaches of death; for fhe was well known
and well refpetted. She will be much miffed ; but
1 hope he will anfwer the many prayers the put up
for us, and raife up others in her room. ¢ Blefled
¢ are the dead who die in the Lord.” Blefled are
they who know whom they have believed, and
when death comes can cheartully reft their hopes
on him who died that we might live. B -— had
been long a precious and honourable woman ; but
her hope in the trying hour refted not in what the
had done for the Lord, but upon what he had done
for her; not upon the change his grace had

wrought in her, but upon the rightecufnefs he had
wrougit
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wrought out for her by l‘ﬁéobedience unto death.
This fupported her; for fhe {aw nothing in herfelf
but what {he was afhamed of. She faw reafon to
renounce her own goodnels, as well as her own
fins, as to the point of =zcceptance with God, and
 died as St Paul lived, determined to know nothing
* but Jefus Chrift and him crucified. .

The time when Mr and Mrs C—— remove to
Scotland drawing near, Mrs —— is gone to {pend
2 week or two with them, and take her leave. She
feels fomething at parting with a {ifter, who is in-
deed a valuable perfon; and from children they
have always lived in the moft tender intimacy and
uninterrupted friendfhip. But all beneath the moon
(like the moon itfelf) is {fubjelt to inceflant change.
Alterations and feparations are gracioufly appointed
of the Lord, to remind us that this is not our reft,
and to prepare our thoughts for that approaching
change which fhall fix us for ever in an unchange-
able itate. O Madam, what fhall we poor worms
render to him who has brought life and immorta-~
lity to light by the gofpel, taken away the fting of
death, revealed a glorious profpeét beyond the
orave, and given us eyes to fee it? Now the re-
fle&tion, that we muft ere long take a final farewell
of what is moft capable of pleafing us upon earth,
is not ¢nly tolerable, but pleafant. ¥or we know
we cannot fully poflefs our beft friend, our chief
treafure, till we have done with all below: nay, we
cannot till then properly {ee each other. We are
cafed up in vehidles of clay, and converfe together
-as it we were in different coaches with the blinds
clofe drawn round. We fee the carriage, and the
voice tells us that we have 2 friend within : but we
fhall know each other better, when death fhall open
the coach-doors, and hand out the company fuc-
ceflively, and lead them into the glorious apart.

ments which the Lord has appointed to be the com-
VOL- I11. 3 E 1002
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mon refidence of them that love him. Whatap
affembly will there be! What a confiellation of
glory, when each individual fhall thine like the fup
in the kingdom of their Father ! No fins, forrows,
temptations 3 no veils, clouds, or prejudices, fhall
interrupt us then. All names of idle diftin&ion
(the fruits of prefent remaining darknefs, the chap.
nels of bigotry, and the ftumbling-block of the

world), will be at an end.

The defcription you give of your prefent refi.
dence pleafes me much, and chiefly becaufe it de-
fcribes and manifefts to me fomething ftill more in.
terefting, I mean the peaceable fituation of your
mind. Had he placed you in an Eden fome months
ago, it would hardly have awakened your defcrip.
tive talent. But he whom the winds and feas obey
has calmed your mind, and I truft will go on to il
you with all joy and peace in believing. It is no
great matter where we are, provided we fee that the
Lord has placed us there, and that he is with us.

I am, &c¢.

N LV UM NN LWL UL NN

LETTEZR IV

177 0.

SO, my dear Madam, I hope we have found you

out, and that this letter will reach you in good
time to welcome you in our names to London
. 'We are ready to take it for granted that you wil
now moft certainly make us a vifit. Do come
foon, and ftay as long as you poflibly can. Me
thinks you will be glad to get out of the fmell and
noife as foon as poiflible. If we did not go to Lon

don now and then, we fhonld perhaps forget holw
people
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people live there. Efpecially I pity profefiors ; they
are expofed to as many dangers as people who live
in mines 3 chilling damps, fcorching blafts, epide-
mical diforders, owing to the impure air. Such
are the winds of falle dotrines, the explofions of
controverfy, the blights of worldly converfation,
the confagion of evil cuftom. In fhort, a perfon
had need have a good conftitution of grace, and
likewife to be well fupplied with antidotes, to pre-
ferve a tolerable fhare ef fpiritual health in fuch a
fituation.

And now, how fhall I fill up the reft of the pa-
per ! It is a fhame for a Chriftian and a minitter
to fay he has no fubjett at hand, when the inex-
hauftible theme of redeeming love is ever prefling
upon our attenticn. I will tell you then, though
you know it, that the Lord reigns. He who once
bore our fins, and carried our forrows, is feated
upon a throne of glory, and exercifes all power in
heaven and on earth. Thrones, principalities, and
powers, bow before him. Every eventin the king-
doms of providence and of grace are under his rule.

- His providence pervades and manages the whole,
- and is as minutely attentive to every part as if there

were only that fingle object in his view. From the
talleft archangel o the meaneft ant or fly, all depend
on him for their bcing, their prefervation, and
their powers. He direts the fparrows where to
build their nefts, and to find their food. He over-
rules the rife and fall of nations, and bends, with
an invincible energy and unerring wifdom, all e
vents 3 fo that while many intend nething lefs, in
the iflue their defigns all concur and coincide in the
accomplithment of his holy will.  He reftrains with
2 mighty hand the fhill more formidable efforts of
the powers of darknefs; and Satan with all his
hofts cannot exert their malice a hair’s-breadth be-
yoad the limits of his permiffion. This is he who

k2 is
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is the head and hufband of his believing people,
How happy are they whom it is his good pleafure
to blefs ! How fafe are they whom he has engaged
to protet ! How honoured and privileged are they
to whom he is pleafed to manifeft himfelf, and
whom he enables and warrants to claim him as their
friend and their portion! Having redeemed them
by his own blood, he fets a high value upon them;
he efteems them his treafure, his jewels, and keeps
them ag the pupil of his eye. They fhall not want;
they need not fear: his eye 1s upon them in every
fituation, his ear is open to their prayers, and his
everlafting arms are under them for their fure fup.
port. On earth he guides their fteps, controuls
their enemies, and directs all his difpenfations for
their good; while in heaven he is pleading their
caufe, preparing them a place, and communicating
down to them reviving foretaftes of the glory that
ihall be fhortly revealed. O how is this myftery
hidden from an unbelieving world !  Who can be-
lieve it, till it is made known by experience, what
an intercourfe is maintained in this land of {hadows
Letween the Lord of glory and finful worms! How
ihould we pratic him that he has vifited us; for we
were once blind to his beauty, and infenfible to his
love, and fhould have remained {o to the Jaft, had
he not prevented us with his goodnefs, and been
found of us when we fought him not. -

Mrs —— prefents her love. The bite of the
lIeech which I mentioned 1o you has confined her to
the houfc ever fince; but I hope the will be able to
go out to-morrow. We were for a while appre-
henfive of worfe confequentes; but the Lord is
gracious : he fhews us in-a variety of inftances what
dependent creatures we are, how blind to events,
and how eafily the methods which we take to re-
licve ourfelves from a fmall inconvenience may

plunge us into a greater. Thus we learn (happy
indeed
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indeed if we can effe@ually learn it) that there is
no {atety but in his proteflion, and that nothing
can do us good but by his blefling. As for myfelf,
I fee {0 many reafons why he might contend with
me, that I am amazed he affords me and mine {o
much peace, and appoints us fo few trials,. We
live as upon a field of battle; many are hourly
{uffering and falling around us, and I can give no
reafon why we are preferved, but that he is God,
and not man. What a mercy that we are only
truly known to him who is alone able to bear us !

May the Lord blefs you and yours; may he
comtort you, guide you, and guard you. Come
quickly to

Yours, &c.
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LETTER 1

Rev. and Dear Sir, Sept. 14. 176¢.
Hen I was at London in June laft your
name firft reached me, and from that time
I have been defirous to wifh you fuccefs in the name
of the Lord. A few weeks ago I received a further
account from Mrs , with a volume of your
fermons : fhe likewife gave me a direftion where to
write, and an encouragement that a letter would
not be unacceptable. ‘The latter indeed I did not
‘much need when I had: read your book. Though
we have no acquaintance, we are already united in
the ftricteft tics of friendfhip, partakers of the fame
hope, fervants of the fame Lord, and in the fame
part of his vineyard : I therefore hold all apologices
needlefs. I rejoice in the Lord’s goodnefs to you s
I pray for his abundant blefling upon your labours ;
I need an intereft in your prayers 3 1 have an aftec-
tionate defire to know more concerning you : thefe
are my motives for writing.

Mrs ———— tells me that you have read my
Narrative : | need not tell you, therefore, that I
am one of the mofk aftonifhing inftances of the for-
bearance and mercy of God upon the face of the
earth.. In the clofe of it I mention a warin defire
I' had to the miniftry : this the Lord was pleafed to
keep alive for feveral years, through a fucceffion
of views and difappointments. At lungth his hour
came, and my way was made eafy. [ have been

here about fifteen months. Theé Lord has led me,
Ls by
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by a way that I little expeted, to a pleafant lot,
where the gofpel has been many years known, and
is highly valued by many. We have alarge church
and congregation, and a confiderable number of
lively thriving believers, and in general go on with
great comfort. and harmony. I meet with lefs op-
pofition from the world than is ufual where the
gofpel is preached. This burden was borne by Mr
B-—— for ten years, and in that courfe of time
fome of the fierceft oppofers were removed, fome
wearied, and fome {oftened 5 fo. that we are now
remarkably quiet in that refpet. May the Lord
teach us to improve the privilege, and preferve us
from indifference. How unfpeakable are ouy obli-
pations to the grace of God! What a privilege is
it to be a believer ! 'They are comparatively few,
and we by nature were no nearer than others; it
was grace, free grace, that made the difference:
What an honour to be a minifter of the everlafting
gofpel ! Thefe upon comparifon are perhaps fewer
itill. How wonderful that one of thefe few fhould
be fought for among the wilds of Africa, reclaim-
ed from the loweft ftate of impiety and mifery, and
brought to aflure other finners, from his own ex-
perience, that *“chere is, there is forgivenefs with
¢ him, that he may be feared.” And you, Sir,
though not left to- give fuch flagrant proofs of the
wickednefs of the heart and the power of Satar,
yet owe your prefent views to the fame almighty
grace. If the Lord had not diftinguifhed you from
vour brethren, you would have been now in the
charaéter of a minifter mifleading the people, and
oppofing thofe precious truths you are now labour-
ing to eftablith. Not unto us, O Lord, but unto
thy name be the glory ! 1 fhall be thankful to hear
from you at your leifure.. Be pleafed to inform
me, whether you received the knowledge of the

truth before or fince you were in orders; how
' ] long
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long you have preached the joyful found of falva-
tion by Jefus, and what is the ftate of things in
your parts.

We are cailed to an honourable fervice, but it is
arduous, What wifdom does it require to keep the
middle path in doltrines, avoiding the equally dan-
gerous errors on the right hand and the left! What
fteadinefs, to fpeak the truth boldly and faithfully
in the midft of a gainfaying world! What humi«
lity, to ftand againft the tide of popularity ! What
mecknefs, to endure all things for the ele@’s fake,
that they may be faved. ¢ Who is fufficient for
¢ thefe things?” We are not in ourfelves, but
there is an all-fufficiency in Jefus, QOur enemy
watches us clofe 3 he challenges-and. defires to have
us, that he may fift us as wheat ; he knows-he can
eafily fhake us if we are left to ourfelves; but we
have a fhepherd, a keeper, who never flumbers
nor fleeps. If he permits us to be exercifed, it is
for our good; he is at hand. to dire&,. moderate,
and fanétity every difpenfation ; he. has prayed for
us that our faith may not fail, and he has promifed
to maintain his fear in our hearts, that we may not
depart from him. 'When we are prone to wander,
he calls us back; when we fay, my feet flip, his
mercy holds us up; when we are wounded, he
heals; when we are ready to faint, he revives.
The people of God are fure to meet with enemies,
but efpecially the minifters: Satan bears them a
double grudge : the world watches for their halt.
ing, and the Lord will fuffer them to be afificted,
that they may be kept humble, that they may ac-
quire a fympathy with the fufferings of others, that
they may be experimentally qualified to advife and
help them, and to.comfort them with the comforts
with which they themfelves have been comforted of
God.  But the captain of our falvation is with us;

his eye is upon us, his everlafting arm beneath us;.
E6 | in



103 Letters to the Rev. Mr Bewew,  Let. 1.

in his name therefore may we go on, lift up our
banners, and {ay, ¢ If God be for us who can be
“ againit us? Nay, in all thefe things we are more
¢ than conquerors, through him that has loved us.”
"The time is fhort: yet a little while, and he will
wipe all tears from our eyes, and put a crown of
Lite upon our heads with his own gracious hand,
In this fenfe, how beautiful are thofe lines :

Temporis ilius
Me confolor imagine
Feflis quum populus me reducem choris,
Fauflifque excipiet vocibus, et Dei
Pompa cum celebri, me comitabitur

Augufta ad penctralia.
‘ Buch. in Pf. 42.

If amy occafions fhould call you into thefe parts,
my houfe and pulpit will be glad to receive you.
Pray for us, dear Sir, and belicve me to be

Yours, &c.

LETTER 1L

Very dear Sir, November 2. 1763.

'YOurlettcr of the sth ult. gave me great plea-
fure. Ithank you for the particular account

you have favoured me with. I rejoice with you,
{ympathife with you, and find my heart opened
to correfpond with unreferved freedom. May the
Lord direct our pens, and help us to help each
other, The work you are engaged in is great,
and your difficulties many; but faithful is he that

hath called yon, who alfo will doit. The weapons
which



Let., 2. Letters to the Rev. Mr B——. 109

which he has now put into your hands are not cara
pal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of ftrong holds. Men may fight, but they fhall
not prevail againft us, if we are but enabled to put
our caufe fimply into the Lord’s hands, and keep
fteadily on in the path of duty, He will plead our
caufe, and fight our battles; he will pardon our
miftakes, and teach us to do better. My expe-
rience as a minifter is but {mall, having been but
about eighteen months in the vineyard; but for
about twelve years I have been favoured with an
increafing acquaintance among the people of God,
of various ranks and denominations, which, toge-
ther with the painful exercifes of my own heart,
gave me opportunity of making obfervations which
were of great ufe to me when 1 entered upon the
work myfelf: and ever fince I have found the Lord
gracioufly fupplying new lights and new ftrength,
as new occurrences arife.  So I truft it will be with
you. I endeavour to avail myfelf of the examples,
advice, and fentiments of my brethren, yet at the
{ame time to guard againft calling any man mafter.
This is the peculiar of Chrift, The beft are but
men ; the wifeft may be miftaken ; and that which
may be right in another might be wrong in me,
through a difference of circumftances. * The Spirit
oi God diftributes variouily, both in gifts and
difpenfations ; and I would no more be tied to adt
ftriétly by others rules than to walk in thoes of the
fame fizes My fhoes muft fit my own feet.

I endeavour to guard againft extremes : our na-
ture is prone to them: and we are liable likewife,
when we have found the inconvenience of one ex-
treme, to revert infenfibly (fometimes to fly fude
denly) to the other. I pray to be led in the midft
of the path. I am what they call a Calvinift; yet
there are flights, niceties, and hard fayings, to be

found:
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found among fome of that fyftem, which I do not
chufe to imitate. I diflike thofe fentiments againft
which you have borne your teftimony in the note at
the end of your preface: but having known many
precious fouls in that party, I have been taugh,
that the kingdom-of God is not in names and fen.
timents, but in righteoufnefs, faith, love, peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghoft. Iihould however upon
fome occafions oppofe thofe tenets, if they had any
prevalence in my neighbourhood; but they have
not; and in general I believe the fureft way to re-
fute or prevent error, is to preach the truth. Iam
glad to find you are aware of that {pirit of enthu.
fiaflm which has {o often broken loofe and blemithed
hopeful beginnings, and that the foundation you
build upon is folid and fcriptural : this will I hope
fave you much trouble, and prevent many offences.
Let us endeavour to make our people acquainted
with the fcripture, and to imprefs them with a high
fenfe of its authority, excellence, and fufficiency.
Satan feldom remarkably impofes on minifters or
people, except where the word of God is too little
confulted or regarded. Another point in which
} aim at a medium is in what is called prudence.
There is certainly fuch a thing as Chriftian pru-
dence, and a remarkable deficiency of it is highly
inconvenient. But caution too often degenerates
into cowardice 3 and if the fear of man, under the
name of prudence, gets within our guard, like a
chilling froft it nips every thing in the bud. Thole
who truft the Lord, and alt openly with an honeft
frcedom and confiftence, 1 obferve he generally:
bears them out, fmooths their way, and makes their
enemies their friends, or at leaft reltrains their rage;
while fuch as halve things, temporite, and aim to
pleale God and man together, meet with double

difappointment, and are neither uieful nor ref pe&ccllf
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1t we truft to him, he will ftand by us; if we re-
gard men, he will lcave us to make the beft we can
of them.

[ have fet down haftily what occurred to my pen,
not to dictate to you, but to tell you how I have
been led, and becaufe fome expreflions in your let-
eer feemed to imply that you would not be difplea-
fed with me for fo doing. As to books, I think
there is 2 medium here likewife. I have read too
much in time paft; yet I do not wholly join with
fome of our brethren, who would reftrain us en-
tirely to the word of God. Undoubtedly this is
the fountain ; here we fhould dwell; but a mode-
rate and judicious perufal of other authors may have
wsufe; and I'am glad to be beholden to fuch helps,
either to explain what I do not underftand, or to
confirm me in what I do.  Of thefe the writings of
the laft age afford an immenie variety,

But above all, may we, dear Sir, live and feed
upon the precious promiles, John, xiv. 16, 17. 26.
and xvi, 13.—1§. There is no teacher like Jefus,
who by his: Holy Spirit reveals himfelf in his. word
to the underftanding and affetions of his children,
When we thus behold his glory in the gofpel glafs,
we are changed into the {fame image. Then our
hearts melt, our eyes flow, our ftammering tongues
are unloofed. ‘That this may be your increafing
experience, is the prayer of, dear Sir,

Yours, &c,

LLT.
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LETTER 1L

Dear Sir, Fanuary 21. 1766.

YOur letters give me the fincereft pleafure. Let

us believe that we are daily thinking of and
praying for each other, and write when opportu.
nity offers without apologies. I praife the Lord
that he has led you fo foon to a fettled judgement in
the leading truths of the gofpel. For want of this,
many have been neceflitated with their own hands
to pull down what, in the firft warm emotions of
their zeal, they had laboured hard to build. Itisa
mercy likewile, to be enabled to acknowledge what
1s excellent in the writings or condult of others,
without adopting their fingularitics, or difcard-
ing the whole on account of ‘a few blemithes.
We fhould be glad to receive inftrudtion from all,
and avoid being led by the ipfe dixit of any. .Vuk
lius jurare in verbum is a fit motto for thofe who have
one mafter, even Chrift. We may grow wife apace
in opinions, by books and men; but vital, experi-
mental knowledge can only be received from the
Holy Spirit, the great inftrutor and comforter of
his people. And there are two things ob{ervable in
his teaching : 1. That he honours the means of his
own appointment, fo that we cannot expeét to make
any great progrefs without diligence on our parts:
2. That he does not teach all at once, but by de-
grees. Expericnce is his {fchool; and by this I
mean the obfervation and improvement of what
pafles within ws and around us in the courfe of
every day. The word of God affords a hiltory in
" miniature of the heart of man, the devices of Sa-
tan, the {tate of the world, and the method of grace.

And the moft inftructing and affeQing commentary
02
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on it to an enlightened mind may be gathered from
what we fee, feel, and hear, from day to day. Res,
glas, ufus, femper aliquid apportent novi: and no
knowledge in fpiritual things but what we acquire in
this way is properly our own, or will abide the time
of trial. This is not always fufficiently confider-
ed: we are ready to expedt that others fhould re-
ceive upon our word, in half an hour’s time, thofe
views of things which have coft us years to attain.
But none can be brought forward fafter than the
Lord is pleafed to communicate inward light. Up-
on this ground controverfics have been multiplied
among Chriftians to little purpofe, for plants of
diffcrent ftandings will be (cezeris paribus) in dif-
ferent degrees of forwardnefs. A young Chriftian
is like a green fruit; it has perhaps a difagreeable
aufterity, which cannot be correéted out of its
proper courfe: it wants time and growth : wait a
while, and by the nourifhment it receives from the
root, together with the action of the fun, wind,
and rain, in fucceflion from without, it will infene
fibly acquire that flavour and maturity, for the
want of which an untkilful judge would be ready to
rejet it as nothing worth., We are favoured with
many excellent books in our tongue; but I' with
you agree in affigning one of the firft places (as a
teacher) to Dr Owen. I have juft finithed his dif-
courfe on the Holy Spirit, which is an epitome,
it not the mafter-piece of his writings. I fhould
be glad to fee the republication you fpeak of; but
I queftion if the bookfellers will venture upon it.
I fhall perhaps mention it to my London friends.
As to Archbithop Leighton, befides his felect
Works, there are two oétavo volumes publifhed at
Edinburgh in the year 1748, and fince reprinted at
London. They contain a valuable commentary on
St Peter’s Firft Epiftle, and Le&ures on Ia. vi.
Pl xxxix. cxxx, iv. and a part of Rom. xii, I
| have
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have likewife a fmall quarto in Latin, of his Di.
vinity Letures, when Profeflor at Edinburgh
the thort ttle is, Prelettiones Theologie  Mine
was printed in London 1698. I believe this book
is fcarce : I fet the higheft value upon it. He has
wonderfully united the fimplicity of the gofpel
with all the captivating beauties of ftyle and lan.
guage. Difhop Burpet fays, he was the greateft
mafter of the Latin tongue he ever knew, of which,
together with his compalfs of learning, he has given
proof in his letures: yet, in his gayer drefs, his
eminent bumility and {pirituality appear to no lefs
advantage than when clad in plain Englith. I think
1t may be faid to be a diamond fet in gold. I could
wifh it tranflated, if it was poflible (whick’ I al.
moft queftion) to preferve the beauty and fpirit of
the original.

Edwards on Free-will I have read with pleafure;
as a good anfwer to the proud rcafoners in theip
own way; but a book of that fort cannot be gene-
rally read: where the fubjet-matter is unpleafing,
and the method of treating it requires more atten~
tion than the Athenian {pirit of the times will bear,
I wonder not if it is uncalled for; and am afraid we
fhall not fee him upon Original Sin, if it depends up-
on the fale of the other. This anfwer to ' Dr Taylor,
which you fpeak of, is not a MS. but has been ale
ready printed at Bofton.

You fend us good news indeed, that two more
of your brethren are declaring on the gofpel fide.
The Lord confirm and firengthen them, add yetto
your numbers, and make you helps and comforts to
each,other. Surely he is about to fpread his work.
Happy thofe whom he honours to be fellow-workers
with him. Let us account the difgrace we fuffer
for his name’s fake to be our great honour. Many
will be againft us; but there are more for us. Al

the praying fouls on earth, all the glorified faints
| in
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in heaven, all the angels of God, yea, the God of
| angels himfelf, all are on our fide. Satan may rage,
| but he is a chained enemy. Men may contradiét
and fight, but they cannot prevail. Two things we
 fhall efpecially need, courage and patience, that we
b neither faint before them, nor upon any provoca-
t tion act in their fpirit, If we can pity and pray for
E them, return good for evil, make them {enfible
f that we bear them a hearty good will, and a& as
t the difciples of him who wept for his enemies, and
- prayed for his murderers ;. in:this way, we fhall find
 the Lord will plead our caufe, foften oppofers, and
| by degrees give us a meafure of outward peace.
! Warmth and imprudence have often added to the
- neceflary burden of the crofs. 1 rejoice that the
i Lord bas led you in a different way; and I hope
. your .dotrine and example will make your path
E fmoother every day : -you find it fo in part already..
| As the Lord brings you out a people witnefles for
you to the truth of his word, you will find advan-
' tzge In bringing them often. together.. The inter-
val from Sabbath- to-Sabbath is a good while, and
2ffords time for the world and Satan to creep in.
Intermediate meetings for prayer, &c. when proe
perly condulted, are greatly ufeful. I could. with
for larger fheets and longer leifure ; but I am con-
frained to fay adiew, in our dear Lord and Sae
viour.
Xours, &c.

LET.
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LETTETZR IV

Dear Sir, Dec. 12.' 1767,

THis is not intended as an anfwer to your laft

acceptable Jetter, but an occafional line, in
confequence of the account Mr T has given me
of your late illnefs. I truft this difpenfation will b
uleful to you ; and I with the knowledge of it muy
be fo to me. [ am favoured with an unufual fhar
of health, and an equal flow of fpirits, If the blow
you have received fhould be a warning to me, 1 {hall
have caufe to be thankful. I am glad to hear you
are better; 1 hope the Lord has no defign to difaole
you from fervice, but rather (as he did Jacob) to
ftrengthen you by wounding you; to maintain and
increafe 4n you that conviftion which, through
grace, you have received, of the vanity and uncer-
tainty of every thing below; to give you a lively
fenfe of the value of health and opportunities, and
to add to the treafury of your experience new proofs
of his power and goodnefs, in fupporting, comforts
ing, and healing you; and likewile to quicken the
prayers of your people for you, and to ftir them up
to ufe double diligence in the prefent improvement
of the means of grace, while by this late inftance
they fee how foon and fuddenly you might have
been removed from them.

I underftand you did not feel that lively exercife
of faith and joy which you would have hoped to
have found at fuch a feafon: but let not this difcou
- rage you from a firm confidence, that when the hour
of difmiflion fhall come, the Lord will be faithful
to- his gracious promife, and give you firength fuf-
ficient to encounter and vanquifh your laft enemy.

You had not this ftrength lately, becaufe you need&
¢
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ed it not : for though you might think yourfelf
near to death, the Lord intended to reftore you;
and he permitted you to feel weaknefs, that you
might know your firength does not confift in grace
received, but in his fullnefs, and his promife to
. communicate from himfelf as your occafions re-
quire. O itisa great thing to be firong in the
grace that is in Chrift Jefus ! but it is a hard leflon;
it is not ealy to underftand it in theory; but when
the Lord has taught us fo tar, it is ftill more diffi-
cult to reduce our knowledge to practice. But this
is one end he has in view, in permitting us to pafs
through fuch a variety of inward and outward exer-
cifes, that we may ceafe from trufting in ourfelves,
or in any creature, or frame, or experiences, and
be brought to a {tate of fubmiffion and dependence
upon him alone. I was once vifited fomething in
the fame way, feized with a fit of the apopledtic
kind, which held me near an hour, and left a dif-
order in my head, which quite broke the fcheme
of life I was then in, and was confequently one of
the means the Lord appointed to bring me into the
miniftry : but 1 foon perfectly recovered, From
the remembrance Mrs has of what fhe then
futfered, fhe knows how to iympatinfe with Mrs
B——in her fhare of your trial. And I think
dear Mr —— {ome years fince had a fudden firoke
on a Chriftmas-day, which difabled him from duty
for a time. To him and to me thefe turns were
~only like the caution which Phiiip of Macedon or-
dered to be repeated to him every morning, Re-
member thou art a man. I hope it will be no more
to you, but that you fhall live to praife him, and
to give many caufe to praife him on your behalf.
Blefled be God, we are in fafe hands; the Lord
himfelf is our keeper; nothing befals us but what
s adjufted by his wif{dom and love. Health is his
gift; and ficknefs, when fanctified, is a tokeil of

* ove
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love likewife. Here we may meet with many things
which are not joyous, but grievous to the flefh;
but he will in one way or other fweeten every bitter
cup, and ere long he will wipe away all tears frop
our eyes. O that joy, that crown, that glory which
awaits the believer ! Let us keep the prize of our
high calling in view, and prefs forward in the name
of Jefus the Redeemer, and he will not difappoint
our hopes.

I am but juft come off from a journey, am weary,
and ir grows late 3 muft therefore break off. When
you have leifure and firength to write, oblige me
with a confirmation of your recovery, for I{hall b
fomething anxious about you.

Iam, &c.
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LETTER V.

My dear Friend, March 14. 1775,

IThought you long in writing, but am afraid]

have been longer. A heavy family-afiliftion
called me from home in December, which put me
out of my ufual courfe, and threw me behind-hand
in my corrcfpondence; yet I did not fufpect the
date of your laft letter was fo old by two months as
I find it. Whether 1 write more frequently or
more feldom, the love of my heart to you is the
fame, and I fhall believe the like of you; yetit
it can be helped, I hope the interval will not be fo
long again on either fide. 1 am glad that the
Lord’s work ftill flourifhes in your parts, and that
you have a more comfortable profpect at home than
formerly; and I was pleafed with the acceptance

you found at S——; which I hope will be an em{‘;
Dt
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 neft of greater things. I think affairs in general,

with refpet to this Jand, have a dark appearance;
hat it is comfortable to obferve, that, amidft the
sboundings of iniquity, the Lord is fpreading his
sofpel ; and that, though many oppofe, yet in moft

- places whither the word is fent, great numbers feem
~ difpofed to hear. Iam going (if the Lord pleafe)
~ into Leicefterfhire on Friday. This was lately fuch

2 dark place as you defcribe your country to be,
and much of it is {o ftill; but the Lord has vifited
three of the principal towns$ with gofpel-light. I
have a defire of vifiting thefe brethren in the vine-
yard, to bear my poor teftimony to the truths they
nreach, and to catch, if I may, a little fire and fer-
vour among them. I do not often go abroad; but
I have found a little excurfion now and then (when
the way is made plain) has its acvamtages, to quic-
ken the fpirits, :and enlarge the fphere of obfcrva-
tion. On thefe accounts, the recollettion of my
N—-— journey gives me pleafure to this day; and
very glad fhould I be to repeat it; but the diftance
is fo great, thatI confider it rather as defirable than
oracticable.

My experiences vary as well as-yours: but pofii-
bly your fenfations, both of the {weet and of the
bitter, may be ftronger than mine. The enemy af-

faults me more by {ap than florm; and 1 am ready

to think I fuffer more by langour than fome of my
friends do by the fharper conflilts to which they
are called. So likewife in thefe {feafons, which com«
paratively I call my beft hours, my {enfible comforts
are far from lively. But I am in general enabled to
hold faft my confidence, and to venture myfelf
upon the power, faithfulnefs, and compafiion of
that adorable Saviour, to whom my foul has been
direted and encouraged to flee for refuge. lama
poor, changeable, inconfifient creature ; but he deals
gracioufly with me; he does not leave me wholly to

’ myfclf ;
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myfelf but I have {fuch daily proofs of the malig.
nity and efficacy of the fin that dwelleth in me, g
ought to cover me with fhame and confufion of
face, and make me thankful if I am permitted tg
rank with the meaneft of thofe who fit at his feet,
That 1 was ever called to the knowledge of his 3.
vation, was a fingular inftance of his fovereign grace;
and that [ am ftill preferved in the way, in defiance
of all that has arifen from within and from without
to turn me afide, muft be wholly afcribed to the
{fame fovereignty: and if, as I truft, he fhall be
pleafed to make me a conqueror at laft, I fhall have
peculiar reafon to {ay, Not unto me, not unto me,

but unto thy name, O Lord, be the glory and the
praife!

120 Letters to the Rev. Mr B

How oft have fin and Satan firove
To rend my foul from thee, my God !
But cverlafting is thy love,

And Jefus feals it with his blood.

The Lord leads me in the courfe of my preach.
ing to infit wmuch on a life of communion with
himfelf, and of the great defign of the gofpel to
render us conformable to him inlove; and as by
his mercy nothing appears in my outward condut
remarkably to contradiét what 1 fay, many who
only can judge by what they fee, fuppofe I live 2
very happy life. But alas! if they knew what

pafles in my heart, how dull my {pirit is in fecret,
and how little I am myfelf affccted by the glorious
truths I propofe to others, they would form a dif-
ferent judgement. Could I be myfelf what I re-
commend to them, I thould be happy indeed. Pray
for me, my dear friend, that now the Lord is

bringing forward the pleaﬁng {pring, he may f
vour me with a fpring feafon in my foul; for ip-
deed I mourn under a long winter. -

I am, &c. LET-
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LETTER VL

My dear Friend, April 16. 1772,

IHOpt‘: the Lord has contralted my defires and
2ims almoft to the one point of ftudy, the know-
ledge of his truth. All other acquifitions are
ranfient, and comparatively vain.  And yet, alas!
[am a flow {cholar: nor can I fee in what refpeét
] get forward, unlefs that every day 1 am more
confirmed in the conviftion of my own emptinefs
and inability to all fpiritual good. And as, not-
withftanding this, I am ftill enabled to ftand my
sround, I would hope, fince no eflect can be with-
out an adequate cauie, that I have made jome ad-

' vance, though in a manner imperceptible to my-

[clf, towards a more fimple dependence upon Jefus
asmy all in all. It is given me to thirft and 10

tafte, if it is not given me to drink abundantly;
“and I would be thankful for the defire. 1 fee and

approve the wildom, grace, fuitablenefs, and fuf-
ficiency of the gofpel falvation; and fince it is for
finners, and I am a finner, and the promifes are
open, I do not hefitate to call it minc. ] ama
weary, laden foul; Jefus has invited me to come,
and has enabled me to put my truft in him. 1
feldom bave an uneafy doubt, at leaft not of any
continuance, refpeéting my pardon, acceptance, and
intereft in-all the bleflings of the New Teftament.
And amidft a thoufand infirmities and €vils under
which I groan, I have the teftimony of my con-
lience when under the trial of his word, that my
defire is fincerely towards him, that I choofe gpo
other portion, that I allowedly ferve no other ma-
fler. When I told our friend —— lately to this
purpofe, he wondered, and aiked, ¢ How is it

VoL.llI, . o F poliible
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poflible that if you can fay thefe things you {hould
not be always rejoicing ¢ Undoubtedly I derii
from the gofpel a peace at bottom which is worth
more than a thoufand worlds: but fo it is, Icap
only fpeak for myfelf, though I reft and live upon
the truths of the gofpel, they feldom imprefs me
with 2 warm and lively joy. In public, indeed, ]
fometimes feem in earneft and much affelted, but
even then it appears to me rather as a part of the
gift intrufted to-me for the edification of others,
than as a fenfation which is properly my own. For
when [ am in private I am ufuvally dull and ftupid
to a firange degree, or the prey to a wild and un.
governed imagination; fo that I may truly fay,
when I would do good, evil, horrid evil, is prefent
with me. Ah, how different is this from fenfible
comfort ! and if I was to conipare myfelt to others,
to make their experience my ftandard, and was not
helped to retreat to the fure word of God as my
refuge, how hard fhould I find it to maintain
a hope that I had either part or lot in the matter!
'What I call my good times are, when I can find
my attention in fome little meafure fixed to what
I am about, which indeed is not always nor fre:
quently my cafe in prayer, and ftill {eldomer in
reading the fcripture My judgement embraces
thefe means as blefled privileges, and Satan has not
prevailed to drive me from them; but in the per
formance I too often find them tafks, feel a re
lutance when the feafons return, and am giad
when they are finifbed. O what a myftery is the
heart of man! What a warfave is the life of faith,
(at leaft in the path the Lord is pleafed to leal
me) ! What reafon have 110 lie in the duft as th
chief of finners, and what caufe for thankfulneh
that falvation is wholly of grace! Notwithftandin
all my complaints, it is ftill true that Jefus did

and rofe again, that he ever liveth to make inter
ceffion
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ceion, and is able to fave to the uttermoft. But
on the other hand, to think of that joy of heart in
which fome of his people live, and to compare it
with that apparent deadnefs and want of fpirituality
which I feel, this makes me mourn. However, I
think there is a feriptural diftinétion between faith
and feeling, grace and comfort; they are not in-
{eparable, and perhaps when together, the degree
of the one is not often the juft meafure of the
other. DBut though I pray that I may be ever long-
ing and panting for the light of his countenance,
get I would be fo far fatished, as to believe the
Lord has wife and merciful reafons for keeping
me fo thort of the comforts which he has taught
me to defire and value more than the light of the
fun.
Iam, &c.

F 2 NINE






LETTEDR L

Dear Sir, Fan. 16. 1772,

T is true I was apprehenfive from your filence

that I had offended you; but when your letter
| came it made me full amends: and now I am glad
f I wrote as I did, though I am perfuaded I fhall
never write to you again in the fame ftrain, I am
pleafed with the fpirit you difcover; and your
bearing {o well to be told of the miftakes I pointed
out to-you, endears you more to me than if you
had not made them. Henceforward I can converfe
freely with you, and fhall be glad when I have the
opportunity.

As to your view of juftification, I did not op-
pole it; I judge for myfelf; and I am willing others
fhould have the fame liberty. If we hold the bead
and love the Lord, we agres in him, and I {hould
think my time ill employed in difputing the point
with you. I only meant to except againlt the po-
fiive manner in which you had exprefled yourfelf.
My end is anfwered, and I am fatisfied. Indeed
Ibelieve the difference between a judicisus Supra-
lapfarian, and a foand Sub-lapfaiian, lies more in
adifferent way of exprefling their fentiments thamn
is generally thought. At the clofe of Halyburton’s
Infufficiency of Natural Religion, he has an En-
quiry into the Nature of Regeneration and Jufti
fication, wherein he propofes a fcheme, in which,
if I miftake not, the moderate of both parties might
afely unite. I have ufed the epithets judicions and
und, becaule, as I acknowledge fome of the one

F 4 fide
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hde are not quite found, fo I think fome on the
other fide are not fo judicious 4s 1 could with,
that i3, I think they do not fufliciently advert
the prefent ftate of human nature, and the danger
which may arile from leading thofe who are weak
in faith and judgement, into inquiries and diltinc.
tions evidently beyond the line of their experience,
and which may be hurtful; becaunfe, admitting
them to be truc when properly explained, they ar
very liable to be mifunderftood. To {ay nothing
ot Mr Hufley, (in whofe provifions I have fre.
quently tound more bones than meat, and feafon«d
with much of an angry and {elf-important fpirit),
I have obferved paffages in other writers, for whom
I have a higher efteem, which, to fay the leaft,
appear to me paradoxical and hard to be under
{tood ; though perhaps I can give my confent t
them, if I had fuch reftriCtions and limitations as
the authors would not refufe. But plain people!
are eafily puzzled. And though I know feveral in
the Supra-lapfarian fcheme, at whofe feet I am
willing to fit and learn, and Hlave found thei
preaching and converfation favoury and edifying;
yet I muit fay I have met with many who have ap-
pearcd to be rather wife than warm, rather pofitive
than humble, rather captious than lively, and more
difpoled to talk of fpeculations than experience
However, let us give ourfelves to the ftudy of the
word and to prayer; and may the great teacho
make every fcriptural truth food to our fouls. |
defire to grow in knowledge, but I want nothis
which bears that name that has not a direct ten
dency to make fin more hateful, Jefus more pre
cious to my foul; and at the fame time to animag
me to a diligent ufe of every appointed means, an
an unreferved regard to every branch of duty. |
think the Lord has fhewn me in a meafure there

a confiftent fenfe running through the whole ferip
ture,
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ture, and I defire to be governed and influenced by
it all : Dotrines, precepts, promifes, warnings, all
have their proper place and ufe: and I think many
of the inconveniencies which obtain in the prefent
day, fpring from. feparating thofe thiogs which God:
hath joined together, and inGfting on fome parts:
of the word of God almoft to:-the exclufion of the-
reft.

I have filled my paper with whatl did not ine-
tend to. fay a word of when I begun, and mufls
leave other things which were more upon iy mind:
for another feafon. I thank you for faying you:
pray for me. Continue that kindnefs; I both need.
it and prize it..

I am,. &c..

I UPNENN LNV I AL ORI

LETTER IL

Dear-Sir,, July 31 1773.
Received your forrowful epiftle yefterday, and:
in orderto- encourage you to write, I anfwer it

to-day..

The thip was-fafe when Chrift was in her, tho”
he was really afleep.. At prefent I can tell you:
good news, though you know it; he is wide awake,
and his eyes are in every place.. You and I, it we
could be pounded together, might perhaps make
two tolerable ones.. You are too anxious, and I
amt too-ealy in fome refpets.. Indeed I cannot be
too eafy, when-I have a right thought that. all is
fafe in his-hands; but if your anxiety makes you.
pray, and my compofure makes me carelefs, you
have certainly the beft of it. However, the ark is.

ixed upon an immoveable foundation; and if we:
E g think:
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think we fee it tatter, it is owing to a fwimming iz
our heads. Seriouily, the times look dark and
ftormy, and call for much circum{pection and prayer;
but let us not forget that we have an infallible pilot,
and that the power, and wildom, and honour of
God, are embarked with us. At Venice they have
a ﬁne veflel, called the Bucentaur, in whlch on 2
certain day of the year, the Doge and Nobles em.
bark, and go a little way to fea, to repeat the fool-
ith ceremony of marriage between the Republic and
the Adriatic, (in confequence of fome lying, anii-
quated Pope’s bull, by which the banns of matri.
mony between Venice and the Gulf were publithed
in the dark ages), when they fay a gold ring is very
gravely thrown overboard. Ubpon this accafion, I
have-been told, when the honour and government
of Venice are thipped on board the Bucentaur, the
pilot is obliged by his office to take an cath [hdt he
will bring the veflel fafely back again, in defiance of
winds and weather. Vain mortals ! If this be true,
what an inftance of God’s long-fuifering is it, tha
they have never yet funk as lead in the mighty wa-
ters! But my ftory will probably remind you, that
Jefus has atually entered into fuch an engagement
in behalf of his church. And well he may, for both
wind and weather are at his commandj and he can
turn the ftorm into a calm in 2 moment. 'We may
therefore fafely and confidently leave the govern-
ment upon his fhoulders. Duty is our part, the
care is his,

A revival 1s wanted with us as well as with you,
and I truft {fome of us are longing for it. We are
praying and finging for one; and I fend you, on
the other fide, a hymn, that you (if you like it) may
fing with ws. Let us take courage ; though it may
feem marvellous in our eyes, it is not {0 in the

Lord’s. He changed the defert into a fruitful

field, and bid dry bones live. And if he pre
paIe
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pare our heart to pray, he will {urely incline his ear
to hear.

The mifcarriages of profeflors are grievous; yet
fuch things muft be; how elfe could the {criptures
be fulfilled 7 But there i1s one who is able to keep
us from falling. Some who have diftrefled us per-
haps never were truly changed; how then could
they ftand / We {ee only the outfide. Others
who are fincere are permitted to fall for our in-
firuétion, .that we may not De high-minded, but
fear. However, he that walketh humbly walketh

{urely.
Believe me, &ec.
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LETTEH®R I

Dear Sir, Feb. 22, 1794,
7 Our letter by laft poft furprifed and grieved me.
We knew nothing of the fubjeét, though Mrs
- remembers, when —— was here, a hint or
two was dropped which fhe did not underftand; but

N0 pame was mentioned..

1his inftance {hews the danger of leaning to im-
preflions.  Texts of feripture brought powerfully
to the heart are very defirable and pleafant, if their
tendency 1s to humble us, to give us a more feeling
fenfe of the precioufnefs of Chrift, or of the doc-
trincs of grace; if they make fin more¢ hateful, en-
liven our regard.to the means, or increafe our con-
fidence in the power and faithfulnefs of God. But
it they are underftood as intimating our path of
duty in particular circumftances, or confirming us
in purpofes we may have already formed, not other-
wile clearly warranted by the general ftrain of the
E 6 word,
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word, or by the leadings of Providence, they are
for the moft part enfnaring, and always to be fuf.
peted. Nor does their coming into the mind a
the time of prayer give them more authority in this
refpeCt. When the mind is intent upon any {ubject,
the imagination is often watchful to catch at any
thing which may feem to countenance the favourite
purfuit. It is too common to afk counfel of the
Lord when we have already fecretly determined for
ourfelves : and in this difpofition we may ealfily be
deceived by the found of a text of {criptuve, which,
detached trom the paflage in which it {tands, may
feem remarkably to tally with our withes. Many
have been deceived this way ; and fometimes, when
the event has {hewn them they were miftaken, it has
opened a deor for great diftrefs, and Satan has found
occafion to make them doubt even of their moft fo-
J1d experiences.

I have fometimes talked to upon this fub.
jeét, though without the leaft fufpicion of any
thing like what has happened. As to the prefent
cafe, it may remind us all of our weaknefs. 1
would recommend prayer, patience, much tender-
nefs towards her, joined with faithful expoftulation,
Wait a little while, and I truft the Lord who loves
her will break the fnare. I am perfuaded, in her
b-tier judgement, the would dread the thoughts of

doing wrong; and I hope and believe the good
Shepherd, to whom fhe has often committed her
foul and her ways, will interpofe to reftore and fet

iiﬂl’ to rigl'l{s. -y Y - - - - o - - - -

. -~ - Tam {orry you think any of whom you
have hoped well are going back ; but be not dilcou-
regeds  Iiay again, pray, and wait, and hope the
pelt. It is common for young profeflors to have a
{lack time; it is almoft neceflary, that they may be
swors fenfible of the weaknefs. and deceitfulnefs of
thelr
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their hearts, and be more humbled in future, when
the Lord thall have healed their breaches, and re-
ftored their fouls, We join love to you and yours.
Pray for us.

[ am, &c.

LN NNV L LNV

LETTER IV

Dear SI.I’, Feb. 3. 1775

IT would be wrong to make you wait long for an
anfwer to the point you propofe in your laft, It
is an important one. 1 am not a cafuift by profef~
fion, but I will do my beft. Suppofe [ imitate your
Jaconic manner of ftating the queftion and circums
ftances.

[ doubt not but it is very lawful at your age to
think of marriage, and, in the fitnation you defcribe,
to think of money likewite. Iam glad youn have
no perfon, as you fay, fixedly in view ; in that cafe
advice comes a poft or two too late. But your ex-
preflion feems to intimate, that there is one #ran-
fiently in view. If it be fo, fince you have no fettle-
ment, if {he has no money, I cannot but wifh fhe
may pafs on till the is out of fight and out of mind,
I fee this will not. do; I muft get into my own
grave way about this grave bufinels. I tuke it for
granted, that my friend- is free from the love of
filthy lucre; and that money will never be the
turning point with you in the choice of a wife.
Mcthinks I hear you think, if I wanted money I
would either dig or beg tor it; but to preach or
marry for money, that be far from me. 1 commend
you. However, thongh the lave of money be a gl‘e.".iut

evily,
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evil, money itfelf, obtained in a fair and honourabje
way, is dcfirable upon many accounts, though noy
for its own fake. Mcat, clothes, fire, and books,
cannot eafily be had without it : therefore, if thefe
be neceflary, money which procures them muft Le
a neceflary likewife. It things were otherwife thap
you reprefent them, if you were able to provide for
a wife yourfelf, then I would fay, Find a gracious
girl (if fhe be not found already) whofe perfon you
like, whofe temper you think will fuit ; and then,
with your father and mother’s confent, (without
which I think you would be unwilling to move)
thank the Lord for her, marry her, and account
her a valuable portion, though fhe fhould not have
a fhilling. But while you are without income or
{fettlement, if you have thoughts of marriage, I
hope they will be regulated by a due regard to
confequences. They who fet the lealt value upon
money have in fome refpedts the moft need of i
A generous mind will feel a thoufand pangs in
firait circumftances which fome unfeeling hearts
would not be fenfible of. You could perhaps en.
dure hardfhips alone, yet it might pinch you to
the very bone to {ee the perfon you love expofed to
them. Befides, you might have a John, a ‘Thomas,
and a William, and half a- dozen more to feed, (for
they muft all eat) ; and how this could be done with-
out a competency on one fide or the other, or fo
much on both fides as will make a competency
when united, I fee not. DBefides, you would be
grieved not to find an occafional fhilling in your
pocket to beftow upon one or other of the Lord’s
poor, though you fthould be able to make fome fort
of a fhift for thofe of your own houlfe.

But is it not written, * The Lord will provide?”
It is: but it is written again, * Thou fhalt not

« tempt the Lord thy God.” HHaftily to plunge
' ourfelves
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ourfelves into difliculties, upon a perfuafion that he
will ind fome way to extricate us, feems to me a
fpecies of tempting him.

Therefore 1 judge, /t is fo far lawful for you te
bave a regard to money in lasking out for a wife, that
it would be wrong, that is, in other words, unlawe-
ful, for you to omit it, {uppofing you have a pur-
pofe of marrying in your prefent fituation.

Many ferious young women have a predile&ion
in favour of a minifter of the goipel ; and I believe
among fuch one or more may be found as fpiritual, |
as amiable, as fuitable to make you a good wife,
with a tolerable fortune to boot, as another who
has not a peony. If you are not willing to truft
your own judgement in the fearch, intreat the Lord
to find her for you. He chofe well for Ifaac and
Jacob ;3 and you as a believer have warrant to com=
mit your way to him, and many more exprels pro-
mifes than they had for your encowragement. He
knows your ftate, your wants, what you are at pre-
fent, and what ufe he defigns to make of you,
Truft in him, and wait tor him : prayer, and faith,
and patience, are never dilappointed. I com-
mend you to his blefling and guidance. Remember
us to all in your houle.

Iam, &c..

LA U U U N AW LAV LI LI AT

LETTER V,

Dear Sir, May 28. 1473,
« = = = «  Youmuft not expet a
long letter this morning; we are juft going to court,

in hopes of {ecing the King, for he has promifed to
meet
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meet us. We can fay he is mindful of his promife,
and yet is it not itrange that though we are all ip
the fame place, and the King in the midft of us, it
is but here and there one (even of thofe who love
him) can fee him at once ! However, in our turns
we arc all favoured with a glimpfe of him, and havs
had caufe to fay, How great is his goodnefs ! How
great is his beauty ! We have the advantage of the
Queen of Sheba, a more glorious objet to behold,
and not fo far to go for the fight of it. If a tran.
fient glance exceeds all that the world can aftord for
a long continuance, what muft it be to dwell with
him! If a day in his courts be better than a thou.
{and. what will eternity be in his prefence ! I hope
the more you {ee, the more you love; the mors
you drink, the more you thirft; the more you
do for him, the more you.are athamed you can do
{o little; and that the nearer you approach to your
journey’s end, the more your pace is quickened.
Surcly, the power of fpiritual attraction fhould
increafe as the diftance leflens. O, that heavenly
loadftone ! may it fo draw us that we maynot creep,
but run. In common travelling the firongeft be-
come weary if the journey be very long; but in the
fpiritual journey we are encouraged with a hope of
going on from firength to ftrength. Inftaurait
iter vires, as Johofon exprefles it. No road but
the road to heaven can thus communicate retrefh-
ment to thole who walk in it, and make them more
freth and lively when they are juft finifhing their
courfe than when they firft let. out.
Y am, &c..

LET-
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Dear Siry April 18. 1776,

ARE you {ick, or lame of your right hand, or

are vou bufy in preparing a folio for the prefs,
that I hear nothing from you? You fee by the ex-
cufes I would contrive I am not willing to {uppofe
you have forgotten me, but that your filence is ra-
ther owing to a cannot than a will not.

I hope your foul profpers. I do not afk you if
you are always fiiled with {enfible comfort ; but do
you find your {pirit more bowed down to the feet
and will of Jefus, fo as to be willing to ferve him
for the fake of ferving him, and to follow him, as
we fay, through thick and thin; to be willing to be
any thing or nothing, fo that he may be glorified ?
I could give you plenty of good advice upon this
head 3 but I am afhamed to do it, becaufe | fo poor-
ly follow it myfelf. I want to live with him by the
day, to do all for him, to receive all from him, to
pollefs all in him, to live all to him, to make him
my hiding-place.and my refting-place. 1 want to
deliver up that rebel felf to him in chains; but the
rogue, like Proteus, puts on fo many forms, ‘that
he flips through my fingers: but I think 1 know
what I would do if I could fairly catch him,

My foul is like a befieged city: a legion of ene-
mies without the gates, and a neft of reftlefs trai-
tors within, that hold a correfpondence with them
without; fo that I am deceived and counteralted
continually. Itis a mercy that I have not been
furprifed and overwhelmed long ago : without help
from on high it would foon be over with me. How
often have I been forced to cry out, O God, the

Heathen
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Heathen are got into thine inheritance; thy holy
temple have they defiled, and defaced all thy work!
Indeed it is a miracle that I ftill hold out. I trug,
however, I fhall be fupported to the end, and that
my Lord will at length raife the fiege, and caufe
me to fhout deliverance and vitory.

Pray for me, that my walls may be ftrengthened
and wounds healed. We are all pretiy well as to
the outward man, and join in love to all fricnds.

I am, &c.
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LETTEDR VIL

Dear Sir, | Fuly 6. 1946.
IWas abroad when your letter came, but employ

the firft poft to thank you for your confidence.
My prayers (when 1 can pray) you may be {fure
of; as to advice, I fee not that the cale requires
much. Only be a quiet child, and lie patientiy at
the Lord’s feet. He is the beft friend and manager
in thefe matters, for he has a key to open every

heart = = = = = = . -
- - - - - - - - Iﬂlould

not have taken Mr Z——7’s letter for a denial, as
it feems you did. Confidering the years of the
parties, and other circumfitances, a prudent parent
could hardly fay more, if he were inclined to favour
your views. To me youfeem to be in a tolerable
fair way ; but I know in affairs of this kind Mr
Self does not like fufpence, but would willingly
conie to the point at once: but Mr Faith (when
he gets liberty to hold up his head) will own,
that in order to make our temporal mercies wear

well, and to give us a clearer fenfe of the hand
that
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hat beftows them, a waiting and a praying time
qre very {eafonable. Worldly people expeét their
ichemes to run upon all-fours, as we {ay, and the
objeéts of their wifhes to drop into their mouths
without difficulty 3 and if they fucceed, they of
courfe burn incenfe to their own drag, and fay,
This was my doing: but believers meet with rubs
and difappointments, which convince them, that
if they obtain any thing it is the Lord muft do it
for them. For this reafon I obferve, that he ufu-
ally brings a death upon our proipelts, even when
it 15 his purpofe to give us fuccefs in the iffue.
Thus we become more aflured that we did not ak
in our own fpirits, and have a more fatsfaltory
view that his providence has been concerned in
filling up the rivers and removing the mountains
that were in our way. Then when he has given.
us our defire, how pleafant is it to look at it and
fay, 'This I got not by my own fword and my own
bow, but I wreftled for it in prayer, I waited for
it in faith, I put it into the Lord’s hand, and from
his hand I received it.

You have met with the ftory of one of our kings
(if I miftake not) who wanted to fend 2 nobleman
abroad as his ambaffador, and he defired to be ex-
cufed on account of fome affaivs which required
his prefence at home: the king anfwered, ¢ Do
“you take care of my bufinefs, and I will take
“ care of yours.,” I would have you think the
Lord fays thus to you. You were fent into the
world for a nobler end than to be pinned to a girl’s
apron-firing ; and yet if the Lord fees it not good
for you to be alone, he will provide you a help-
meet. I {ay, if he fees the marriage ftate beft for
you, he has the proper perfon already in his eye,
and though fhe were in Peru or Nova-Zembla, he
knows how to bring you together. In the mean

ime, go thou and preach the gofpel, Watch in
all
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all things; endure aflliCtions; do the work of :p
Evangelift ; make full proof of your miniftry: ang
when other thoughts rife in your mind, (for you have
no door to fhut them quite out), run with them to
the throne of grace, and commit them to the Lord,
Satan will perhaps try to force them upon you un.
feafonably and inordinately; but if he fees they
drive you to prayer, he will probably defift, rathe
than be the occafion of doing you fo much good,
Believe likewife, that as the Lord has the appoint.
ment of the perfon, fo he fixes the time, His
time is like the time of the tide; all the art and
power of man can neither haften or retard it a mo-
ment : it muft be waited for; nothing can be dong
without it, and when it comes, nothing can gefift it.
It is unbelief that talks of delays: faith kuoows
that properly there can be no fuch thing. The
only reafon why the Lord feems to delay what he
afterwards grants, is, that the beft hour is not yet
come, I know you have been enabled to commit
and refign your all to his difpofal. You did well,
May"he help you to ftand to the furrender. Some-
times he will put us to the trial, whether we mean
what we fay. He takes bis courfe in 2 way we did
not expet; and then, alas! how often does the
trial put us to thame. Prefently there is an outcry
raifed in the foul againft his management; this i
wrong, that unneceflary, the other has {poiled the
whole plan; in thort, all thefe things are againtt
us. And then we go into the pulpit, and gravely
tell the people how wife and how good he is;
and preach fubmiflion to his will, not only as 2
duty, but a privilege! Alas, how deceitful is the
heart! Yet fince it is and will be fo, it is neceflary
we fhould know it by experience. 'We have reafon
however to fay, He is good and wife; for he
bears with our perverfenefs, and in the event fhews

us that if he had liftened to our murmurings, ;nd
taken
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aken the methods we would have prefcribed to
him, we {hould have been ruined indeed, and that
he has been all the while doing us good in fpite of
ourfelves.

IfI judgé right, you will find your way provi-
dentially opened more and more; and yet it is pof-
fible, that when you begin to think yourfelf fure,
fomething may happen to put you in a panic again.
But a believer, like a failor, is not to be furprifed
if the wind changes, but to learn the art of fuiting
himfelf to all winds for the time 3 and though many
a poor failor is fhipwrecked, the poor believer fhall
gain his port. O it is good failing with an infal-
fible pilot at the helm, who has the wind and wea-
ther at his command. - -

I have been much abroad, which of courfe puts
things at fixes and fevens at home. If I did not
love you well, I could not have fpared fo much of
the only day I have had to myfelf for this fort-
night paft, But 1 was willing you fhould know
that I think of you and feel for you, if I cannot
help you. |

[ have read Mr ——’s book. Some things I

| think ftrongly argued ; in {fome he has laid himfelf
| open to a blow, and I doubt not but he will have
i I expelt anfwers, replies, rejoinders, &c. &e.
~and fay with Leah, Gad, a troop cometh. How the
. wolf will grin to fee the fheep and the fhepherds
biting and worrying one another ! And well he
-mag. He knows that contentions are a furer way
10 weaken the Spirit of love, and ftop the progrefs
' of the gofpel, than his old ftale method of fire and
fword. Well, I truft we thall be of one heart and
-one mind when we get to heaven at leaft.

~ Let who will fight, I truft neither water nor fire
thall fet you and me at variance. We unite in

love to you. The Lord is gracious to us, Xc.

[am, &c. LET
ET.




142 Letters to the Rev, Mr R——.  let.s

LETTETR VIIL

Dear Sir, — 1930
IDo not often ferve your letters fo, but this laf

I burnt, believing you would like to have it oy
of danger of falling into improper hands. When
I faw how eagerly the flames devoured the paper,
how quickly and entirely every trace of the writing
was confumed, I withed that the fire of the love of
Jefus might as completely  obliterate from your
heart every unealy impreflion which your difap.
pointment has givenyou - - - - - . .
e = =« = = = = Surely when he crofles
our wifthes it is always in mercy, and becaule we
fhort-fighted creatures often know not what we
alk, nor what would be the confequences if our
defires were granted.

Your pride it feems has received a fall by meet-
ing a repulfe. I know Self does not like to be
mortified in thefe aflairs; but if you are made fuc-
cefstulsin wooing {fouls for Chrift, I hope that
will confole you for meeting a rebuff when only
wooing for yourfelt. Befides, I would have you
pluck up your {pirits. I have two good -old pro-
verbs at your fervice : * There is as good fith in
¢ the fea as any that are brought out of it;” and
¢ If one won’t another will, or wherefore ferves
“¢ the market ?” Perhaps all your difficulties have
arifen from this, that you have not yet feen the
right perfan j if fo, you have reafon to be thankful
that the Lord would not let you take the wrong,
though you unwittingly would have done it if you

could. Where the right one lies hid | know not,
but
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bat upon a fuppolition that it will be good for you
0 marry, I may venture to fay,

Ubi ubi ¢ft, din celari non poteft.

The Lord in his Providence will difclofe her, put
her in your way, and give you to underftand, This
is he. Then you will find your bufinefs go for-
ward with wheels and wings, and have caule to
fay, His choice and time were better than your
oW

Did I not tell you formerly, that if you would
take care of his bufinefs he will take care of yours?
[am of the fame mind ftill. He will not fuffer
them who fear him and depend upon him to want
any thing that is truly good for them. In the
mean while, I advife you to take a lodging as near
as you can to Gethfemane, and to walk daily to
mount Golgotha, and borrow (which may be had
for atking) that telefcope which gives a profpedt
into.the unfeen world. A view of what is paffing
within the vail has a marvellous effet to compofe
our {pirits, with regard to the little things that are
daily pafling here. Praife the Lord, who has en-
abled you to fix your fupreme affetion vpon him
who is alone the proper and {uitable obje& of it,
and from whom you cannot meet-a denial or fear
achange.  He loved you firft, and he will love you
for ever 3 and if he be pleafed to arife and fmile
upon you, you arcin no more neceflity of begging
for happinefs to the prettieft creature upon earth,
than of the light of a candle on Midfummer noon.

Upon the whole, I pray and hope the Lord will
lweeten your crofs, and either in kind or in kind-
nels make you good amends. Wait, pray, and
believe, and all {hall be well. A crofs we muft
have fomewhere 3 and they who are tavoured with

iealth, plenty, peace, and a confiience fprinkled
with
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with the blood of Jefus, muff have more caufes fo;
thankfulnefs than grief. Look round you, ayg
take notice of the very fevere affliCtions which m;.
ny of the Lord’s own people are groaning under,
and your trials will appear comparatively hght, Qur
love to all friends.

I am, &c.
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LETTER IX.

Dear Sir, FJune 3. 1795,

3T feems I muft write fomething about the {mall

pox, but I know not well what: having had
it myfelf, I cannot judge how I fhould feel if |
were actually expofed toit. Iam not a profefled
advocate for inoculation ; but if a perfon who fars
the Lord fhould tell me, ¢ I think I can do i
¢ faith, looking upon it as a falutary expedicnt,
‘“ which he in his providence has difcovered, and
“ which therefore appears my duty to have re
‘¢ courfe to, fo that my mind does not hefirate with
¢¢ refpeét to the lawfulnefs, nor am I anxious abou
¢ the event; being fatisfied, that whether 1 live or
¢ die, I am in that path in which I can cheartully
¢ expedt his blefling,” I do not knew that I could;
offer a word by way of diffuafion.” .

If another perfon fhould fay, ¢ My times are in
¢ the Lord’s hands 3 I am now in health, and am
¢ not willing to bring upon mylelf a diforder, the
‘¢ confequences of which I cannot poflibly forefec:
“ If I am to have the fmall-pox, I believe he is the
“ beft judge of the feafon and manner in which!
¢ {hall be vifited, fo as may be moft for his glory

¢ and my own good; and therefore I chufe to wat
¢ his
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« his appointment, and not to rufh upon even the
£ poﬂibili:y of danger without a call. If the very
« hairs of my head are numbered, I have no reafon
t to fear that, fuppofing I receive the Imall-pox in
« 3 natural way, 1 {hall have a fingle pimple more
« than he fees expedient ; and why fhould 1 wifh
« to have one lefs ¢ Nay, admitting, which how-
« ever is not always the cafe, that inoculation
« might exempt me from fome pain and inconve-
« nience, and leflen the apparent danger, might it
« not likewife, upon that very account, frevent
« my receiving fome of thofe’ {weet confolations,
# which I humbly hope my gracious Lord would
« afford me, if it were his pleafure to call me to u
« fharp trial ?  Perhaps the chief defign of this
“ trying hour, if it comes, may be to fhew me more
« of his wildom, power, and love, than I have
« ever vet experienced. If 1 could devife a mean
“ o avoid the trouble, I know not how greata
“ lofer I may be in point of grace and comfort.
“ Nor am I afraid of my face; it is now as the
«“ Lord has made it, and it will be fo after the
(« fmall-pox. If it pleafes him, I'hopz it will pleafe
“ me. In thort, thoughI do not cenfure others,
“ yet, as to myfelf, inoculation is what I dare not
“ venture upen. If I did venrure, and the iffue
“ thould not be favourable, Iihould blame mylelf
¢ tor having attempted to take the management out
“ of the Lord’s hands into my own, which I never
did‘yet in other matters, without finding I am
no more able than I am worthy to chufe for
“mylelt,  DBefides, av the beft, inoculation would
only fecure me from one of the innumerable na-
tiral evils the fleth is heir toj § fhould {til be
35 liable as I am at prefent to a puwrid fever, a
bilious cholic, an inilammation in the bowels or
In the brain, and a thoufand formidable difeates
which are hovering round me, and only waic his
" permiflion to cut me ot in a few days or hours :
v Voo, {1 " G “ and
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¢ and therefore I am determined, by his grace, ¢
¢ refign mylelf to his difpofal. Let me fall intg
“ the hands of the Lord, (for his mercies ar
¢¢ great), and not into the hands of men.”

If a perfon fhould talk to me in this ftrain, mof
¢ertainly I could not fay, Notwithftanding all thi
your fafeft way is to be inoculated.

We preach and hear, and I hope we know fome.
thing of faith, as enabling us to intruft the Loy
with our fouls: I with we had all more faith
intruft him with our bodies, our health, our pro.
vifion, and our temporal comforts likewife. The
former fhould feem to require the firongeft faith of
-the two. How firange is it, that when we think
we can do the greater, we thould be fo aukwar
and unfkilful when we aim at the %5/ Giveny
love to your friend. I dare not advife : but if fhe
can quietly return at the ufual time, and neithe
run intentionally into the way of the fmall-pos,
nor run out of the way, but leave it fimply with
the Lord, I fhall not blame her. And if you wil
mind your praying and preaching, and believe tha
the Lord can take care of her without any of your|
contrivances, I fhall not blame you: nay, I fhal
praife him for you both, My prefcription is w
read Dr Warts, Pfalm cxxi. every morning befor
breakfaft, and pray it over till the cure is effected.

Probatum eft.

Haft thou not giv’n thy word,
To fave my foul from death ?
And I can truft my Lord
To keep my mortal breath.
I’ll go and come,
Nor fear to die,
Till from on high
Thou call me home.

Adieu, pray for vours. |
¢ U8y T0F OUE: T HRIE
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LETTEDR L

My dear Madam,

ET what has been faid on the fubjet of ac-
quaintance, &c. fuffice. It was well meant

on my fide, and well taken on yours. You may
perhaps fee that my hints were not wholly unnecef-
fary, and I ought to be {atished with your apology,
and am fo. The circumftance of your being feen
at the playhoufe has nothing at all myfterious in
it, as you {ay you have not been there thefe fix or
feven yearsy it was neither more nor lefs than a
miftake. I heard you had been there within thefe
two years: I am glad to find I was mifintormed.
I think there i5 no harm in your fuppofing, that of
the many thoufands who frequent public diverfions
fome may in other refpedts be better than yourlelf;
but I hope your humble and charitable confiruction
of their miftake will not lead you to extenuate the
evil of thofe diverfions in themfelves. For though
}am perfuaded that a few, who know better what
to do with themf{elves, arc for want of confidera-
tion drawn in to expofe themfelves in fuch places ;
yet Lam well {atisfied, thatif there i1s any pradtice
in this land finful, attendance on the playhoufe is
properly and eminently {fo. ‘The theatres are foun-
tains and means of vice; I had almoft faid, in the
fame manner and degree as the ordinances of the
golpel are the means of grace: and 1 can hardly
think there is a Chriftian upon earth who would
dare to be feen there, if the nature and effe@s of

the theatre were properly fet before them. De
G 3 Wither{poon
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Wither{poon of Scotland has written an excellent
piece upon the ftage, or rather againft it, which
I with every perfon who makes the leaft pretence to
fear God had an opportunity of perufing. I can.
not judge much more favourably of Ranelagh,
Vauxhall, and all the innumerable train of difl.
pations, by which the God of this world blinds the
eyes of multitudes, left the light of the glorjous
cofpel thould thine in upon them. What an awful
afpe& upon the prefent times have fuch texts as
Ifa. xxil. 12.—143 ik, 12.5 Amos, vi. 3. 6.5 James,
iv. 4. [ wifh you therefore not to plead for any
of them, but ufe all your influence to make them
fhunned as peft-houles, and dangerous nuifances to
precious fouls; efpecially if you know any who
you hope in the main are ferioufly difpofed, who
yet venture themfelves in thofe purlieus of Satan,
endeavour earneftly and faithfully to undeceive
them,

The time is fhorty eternity at the door: was
there no other evil in thefe vain amufements than
the lofs of precious time, (but, alas! their name is
legion), we have not leifure in our circumfitances to
regard them, And, blefled be God ! we need them
not.. The gofpel opens a fource of purer, fweeter,
and more fubftantial pleafures: we are invited to
communion with God; we are called to fharen
the theme of angels, the fongs of heaven, and the
wonders of redeeming love are laid open to our
view. The Lord himlelf is waiting to be gracious,
waiting with promifes and pardons in his hands.
'Well then may we bid adieu to the perithing plea-
fures of fin; well may we pity thofe who can find
pleafure in thofe places and parties where he is {fhut
out ; where his name is only mentioned to be pro-
faned ; where his commandments are not only bro-
ken, but infulted; where finners proclaim therw

thame as in Sodom, and attempt not to hide it;
wheie
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vhere at beft wickednefs is wrapt up in 2 difguife
of delicacy, to make it more infinuating; and no-
thing is offenfive that is not grofsly and unpolitely
indecent.

[ fympathife with all your complaints; but if the
Lord is pleafed to make them fubfervient to the 1n-
creafe of your fanéification, to wean you more and
more from this world, and to draw you necarer to
himfelf, you will one day fee caufe to be thanktul
for thein, and to pumber them amongtt your choiceft
mercies. A hundred years hence it will fignify little
to you whether you were fick or well the day Iwrote
this letter.

We thank you for your kind condolence. ‘There
is a pleafure in the pity of a friend; but the Lord
alone can give true comfort. I hope he will fandti-
fy the breach, and do us good  Mrs eX-
changes forgivenefs with you about your not meet-
ing in London ; that is, you forgive her not co-
ming to you, and fhe forgives you entertaining a
fufpicious thought of her friendfhip (though but for
2 minute) on account of what fhe was really unable
to do.

[am, &c.

A LN NN ENNNE NN
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LETTER 1L,

My dear Madam, Sept. 1. 1707.

I Shall not ftudy-for expreflions to tell my dear
friend how much we were affeted by the news
that came laft poft. We had, however, the pleafure

to hear that your family was fafe, I hope this. will
G 4 find

L]
-
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find you recovered from the hurry of Ipirits yoy
muft have been thrown into, and that both you ang
your papa are compofed under the appointment of
him who has a right to difpofe of his own ask;
pleales 3 for we know that whatever may be the f.
cond caufes and occafions, nothing can happen 1o
us but according to the will of our heavenly Father,
Since what is paft cannot be recalled, my part is now
to pray, that this, and every other difpenfation you
mcet with, may be fandtified to your {oul’s good;
that you may be more devoted to the God of your
life, and have a clearer fenfe of your intereft in thy
kingdom which cannot be fhaken, that treafure
which neither thieves nor flames can touch, tha
better and more enduring fubftance which 1s laid up
for believers, where Jefus their head and faviouris,
Vith this in view, you may take joyfully the {poil.
ing of your goods. -

1 think I can feel for my friends; but for fuchas
I hope have a right to that promife, that all things
fhall work together for their good, I{oon check my
folicitude, and atk myfelf, Do I love them better,
- or could I manage more wifely for them, than the
Yord does? Can I with them to be in fafer o
more compaffionate hands than in his ¢ Will ke
who delights in the profperity of his fervants aftlit
them with ficknefs, lofles, and alarms, except he
fees there is need of thefe things ¢! Such thoughts
calm the emotions of my mind. I fincerely con-
dole you; but the command is, to rejoice always
in the Lord.. The vifitation was accompanied with
mercy. Not fuch a cafe as that of the late Lady
Molefworth’s, which made every one’s ears to
tingle that-heard it. Nor is yours fuch a cafe as
of fome, who in almoft every great fire lofe therr
all, and perhaps have no knowledge of God to fup-
port them.

~ Though our firft apprehenfions were for you, Wt
. almoft
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almolt forgbt you for a moment when. we thOUgllt
of your next door-neighbour, and the circumfiance

fhe was in, {o unfit to bear either a fright or a re-
'moval. We fhall be in much fufpenfe till we hear
from you. God grant that you may be able to
fend us good news, that you are all well, at leaft
g5 well as can be expelted after fuch a diftrefling
fcene.  If what has happened fhould give you more
Jeifure, or more inclination, to {pend a little time
“with us, Ithink I need not fay we fhall rejoice to

- peceive you.

I am, &ec.
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LETTEZR IL

My dear Madam, Sept. 3. 1767,
HE vanity of all things below is confirmed
to us by daily experience. Amongit other

- oroofs. one i1s. the precarioulnels of our intimacics
3 | ) |

and what little things, or rather what nothings,
wil] {fometimes produce a coolnefs, or at leaft a
ftrangenefs, between the deareft friends. How is it
that our correfpondcnce has been drept, and that,

' after having written two letters fince the fire, which

LI L A o T

removed you from your former refidence, I thould
be fill difappointed in my hopes of an anfwer ?
On our parts I hope there has been no abatement of
regard 3 nor can I charge you with any thing but
remiflnefs, Therefore, waving the paft, and all
apologies on either fide, let me beg you to write

foon, 1@ tell us how it is with you, and how you
G ;5 have
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have been fupported under the various changes yo,
have met with fince we faw you laft. I doubt ng
but you have met with many exercifes. I pray tha
they may have been fanctified to lead you nearer 1y
the Lord, the fountain of all confolation, who i
the only refuge in time of troubles, and whof;
gracious prefence is abundantly able to make yp
every deficiency and every lofs. Perhaps the read.
ing of this may recall to your mind our patt con.
verfations, and the fubjedts of the many letters we
have exchanged. I know not in what manner to
write after fo long an interval. I would hope your
filence to us has not been owing to any change
of {entiments, which might make f{uch letters a
mine lefs welcome to you. Yet when you had 3
triend, who I thirk you believed very nearly inte.
refted himfelf in your welfare, it fecms ftrange, that
in a courfe of two years you fhould have nothing to
communicate. I cannot fuppofe you have forgot
teis me 3 1 am fure I have not forgotten you; and
therefore I long to hear from you {oon, that I may
know how to write; and fhould _this likewife pals
unanfwered, I muft it down and mourn ovez my
lofs.

As to our affairs, Ican tell you the Lord ha
been and is exceedingly gracious to us: our lives
are preferved, our healths continued, an abundance
of mercies and bleflings on every fide ; but efpecially
we have to praife him that he is pleafed to crown
the means and ordinances of his grace with tokens
of his prefence. It is my bappinels to be fixed a-
mong{t an affeétionate people, who.make an open
proteffion of the truth as it is in Jefus, and are en-
hbled, in fome meafure, to thew forth.its power 1
their lives and converfation. 'We walk in peace and
harmony.. I have reafon to fay, the Lord Jefus s

a good mafter, and that the doftrine of free talvar
tion,

¥
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tion, by faith in his name, is a dotrine according

o godlinefs ; for through mercy I find it daily ef-

feGtual to the breaking down the ftrong holds of fin,

and turning the hearts of finners from dead works

o ferve the living God.  May the Lord give my dear

friend to live in the power and confolation of his
precious truth.
I am,. &c.

G 6 SEVEN
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LETTEZR L

March 18, 1767,

Can truly fay, that I bear you upon my heart and

in my prayers. I have rejoiced to fee the be-
sinning of a good and gracious work in you; and
I have confidence in- the Lord Jefus, that he will
carry it on and complete it; and that you will be a-
mongft the number of thofe who fhall fing redeem-
ing love to eternity. Therefore fear none of the
things appointed for you to fuffer by the way; but
gird up the loins of your mind, and hope to the end.
Be not impatient, but wait humbly upon the Lord,
You have one hard leflon to learn, that is, the evi}
of your own heart : you know fomething of it, but
it is needful that you thould know more; for the
more we know of ourfelves, the more we fhall prize
and love Jefus and his falvaticn. I hope what you
find in yourfelf by daily experience will humble
you, but not difcourage you ; humble you it thould,
and [ believe it does. Are not you amazed fomea
times that you fthould have fo much as a hope, that
poor and needy as you are, the Lord thinketh of
you ¢ But let not all you.feel difcourage you ; for
it our phyfician is all-mighty, our difeafe cannot be
defperate 5 and if he cafts- none out that come to
him, why fhould you.fear { Ourfins are many, but
his mercies.are more: our fins are great, but his
righteoufnefs is greater: we are weak, but he is
power. Moft of our complaints are owing to un-
belief, and the remainder of a legal fpirit; and
thefe evils are not removed.in a day.  Wait on the

Lord,.
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Lord, and he will enable you to {ve more and more
of the power and grace of our high prieft. The
more you know him, the better you will truft him;
the more you truft him, the better you will love
him ; the more you love him, the better you will
ferve him. This 1§ God’s ' way: you are not call-
ed to buy, but to beg; not to be ftrong in yourfelf,
but in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus. He i
teaching you thefe things, and I truft he will teach
you to the end. Remember, the growth of a be.
liever is not like a mufhroom, but like an oak,
which increafes flowly indeed but furely. Many
funs, thowers, and frofts, pafs upon it before it
comes to perfeCtion; and in winter, when it feems
dead, it is gathering ftrength at the root, D
humble, watchful, and diligent in the means, and
endeavour to look through all, and fix your eye
upon Jefus, and all fhall be well. I commend you
to the care of the good fhepherd, and remain, for
his {ake,
Yours, &c.
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LETTER IL

May 31. 1760,

IWas forry I did not write as you expelted, but
T hope it will do now. Indeed I have not for-
gotten you; you are often in my thoughts, and
feldom omitted in my prayers. I hope the Lord
will make what you fee and hear while abroad pro-
fitable to you, to increafe your knowledge, to
ftrengthen your faith, and te make you from hence:
forth well fatisfied with your fitvation. If lam

not miftaken, you will be {enfible, that though there
e aré
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! .re fome defirable things to be met with in London
prcfemblc to any other place, yet upon the whole,
i 4 quict fitnatio in the country, under one ftated
miniftry, and in connedtion with one people, has
' the advantage. It is pleafant now and then to
E have opportunity of hearing a variety of preachers,
E but the beft and greateft of them are no more than
. inftruments; fome can pleafe the ear better than
E others, but none can reach.the heart any farther
. than the Lord is plealed to open it. This he
i thewed you upon your firft going up, and 1 doubt
E not but your difappointment did you more good
- than it you had heard with all the pleafure you
- expedted. .
- The Lord was pleafed to vifit me with a flight
fincis in my Jate journey. I was far from well on
the Tuefday, but fuppofed it owing to the fatigue
, ot riding, and the heat of the weather; but the
: next day I was taken with a fhivering, to which a
' fover fucceeded. 1 was then near fixty mijles from
home. The Lord gave me much peace in my foul,
and I was enabled to hope he would bring me {afe
home, in which I was not difappointed: and tho’
I had the fever moft part of the way, my journey
- was not unpleafant. He likewife firengthened me
. 10 preach twice on Sunday; and at night I found
- mylelf well, only very weary, and I have continued
weli ever fince. 1 have reafon to fpeak much of
his goodnefs, and to kifs the rod, for it was
fweetened with abundant mercies. I thought that
had it been his pleafure I {fhould have continued
fick at Oxford, or even have died there, I had no
objection. Though I had not that joy and fenfible
> comfort which fome are favoured with, yet I was
; quite free from pain, fear and care, and felt my-
| it fiveetly compofed to his will, whatever it might
. be, Thuos he fulfils his promife in making our

Q » »
: frength equal 1o our day ;. and every new trial gives
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us a2 new proof how happy it is to be enabled g
put our truft in him.

[ hope, in the midft of all your engagements,
you find a little time to read his good word, and
to wait at his mercy-feat. It is good for us to draw
nigh to him. It is an honour that be permits ug
to pray; and we fhall furely find he is a God
hearing prayer. Endeavour to be diligent in the
means; yer watch and firive againft a legal {pirit,
which is always aiming to reprefent him as a hard
mafter, watching as it were to take advantage of us,
But it is far otherwife. His name is Love: he
looks upon us with compaflion; he knows our
frame, and remembers that we are but duft; and
when our infirmities prevail, he does not bid us de.
{pond, but reminds us that we have an Advocate
with the Father, who is able to pity, to pardon,
and to fave to the uttermoft. Think of the names
and relations he bears. Does he not call himfelf
a daviour, a Shepherd, a Friend, and a Hufbaad!
Has he not made known unto us his love, hi
blood, his righteoufnefs, his promifes, his power,
and his grace, and all for our encouragement!
Away then with all doubting, unbelieving thoughts;
they will not only diftrefs your heart but weaken
your hands. Take it for granted upon the warrant
of his word, that you are his, and he is yours ; that
he has loved you with an everlafting love, and
therefore in loving-kindnefs has drawn you t
himfelf ; that he will furely accomplifh that which
he has begun, and that nothing which can b
-named or thought of fhall ever be able to feparate,
you from him. This perfuafion will give you
ftrength for the battle ; this is the fhield which wil
quench the fiery darts of Satanj this is the helmet’
which the enemy cannot pierce. Whereas if we
go forth doubting and fearing, and are afraid t

truft any farther than we can feel, we are weak
' Watcl‘,
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- water, and eafily overcome. Be ftrong therefore,

not in yourfelf, but in the grace that is in Chrift
Jefus. Pray for me, and believe me to be,
Yours, &c. |
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LETTEZR IL

March 14.

IThink you would hardly expe&t me to write if

you knew howI am forced to live at London.

- However, I would have you believe I am as willing
" to write to you as you are to receive my letters.
. As a proof, I try to fend you a few lines now,
- though I am writing to you and talking to Mrs

both at once! and this is the only feafon I

. can have to change a few words with her. She 1is
- awoman of a forrowful {pirit: fthe talks and weeps,

|
i

I believe fhe would think herfelf happy to be fitu-

“ated as you are, notwithftanding the many advan-

' tages fhe has at London. I {ee daily, and I hope
~you have likewife learnt, that places and outward
arcumftances cannot of themfelves either hinder
-or help us in walking with God. So far as he is

- plealed to be with us, and to teach us by his Spirit,

. where-ever we are we fhall get forward; and if he
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 does not blefs us and water us every moment, the

more we have of our own withes and wills, the
more uneafy we fhall make ourfelves.

One thing is needful; an humble, dependent
Ipirit, to renounce our own wills, and give up
ourfelves to his difpofal without referve. This is the

 path of peace : and it is the path of fafety; for he
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has faid, The meek he will teach his way, and
thofe who yicld up themfelves to him he will guide
with
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with his eye. 1 hope you will fight and pray againf
every rifing of a murmuring {pirit, and be thank.
ful for the great things which he has already done
for you. It is good to be humbled for fin, by
not to be difcouraged; for though we are poor
creatures, Jefus is a complete Saviour; and we
bring more honour to God, by believing in his
name, and trufting his word of promife, than we
could do by a thoufand outward works.

1 pray the Lord to fhine upon your foul, and t
fill you with all joy and peace in believing. Re.
member to pray for us, that we may be brough
home to you in peace.

1 am, &c.

VWV GV NNV ANONOVLALNEVNCNON

LETTER 1V

London, Aug. 19. 1778,

OU fee I am mindfu! of my promife, and glad
fhould I be to write fomething that the Lord
may be pleafed to make a word in feafon. 1 went
yefterday into the pulpit very dry and heartlels,
I feemed to have fixed upon a text, but when |
came to the pinch, it was {o fhut up that I could
not preach from it, I had hardly a minute to
choofe, .and theretore was forced to fnatch at that
which came firft vpon my mind, which proved
2 Tim. i. 12, Thus I fet off at a venture, having
no refource but in the Lord’s mercy and faithful:
nefs; and indeed what other can we wifh for!
Prefently my fubjet opened, and 1 know not whes
I have been favoured with more liberty. Why

{ tell you this? Only . as an inftance of his gaoff-
§ia k)
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nefs, to encourage you to put your ftrength in
him, and not to be afraid, even when you feel your
own weaknefs and infufficiency moft fenfibly. We
ore never more fafe, never have more reafon to
expect the Lord’s help, than when we are moft
{enfible that we can do nothing without him. This
was the leffon Paul learnt, to rejoice in his own
poverty and emptinefs, that the power of Chrift
might reft upon him. Could Paul have done any
thing, Jefus would not have had the honour of
doing all. This way of being faved entirely by
- grace, from firft to laft, is contrary to our natural
wills; it mortifies felf, leaving it nothing to boaft
of, and through the remains of an unbelieving,
legal fpirit, it often feems difcouraging. When
we think ourfelves fo utterly helplefs and worth-
lefs, we are too ready to fear that the Lord will
- therefore rejet us; whereas in truth fuch a poverty
of {pirit is the beft mark we can have of an intereft
in his promifes and care.

How often have I longed to be an inftrument of
eftablifthing you in the peace and hope of the go=
ipel, and I have but one way of attempting it, by
telling you over and over of the power and grace
of Jelus. You want nothing to make you happy,
but to have the eyes of your underftanding more
fixed upon the Redeemer, and more enlightencd by
the Holy Spirit to behold his glory. O, he is a fuite
ible Saviour ! he has power, authority, and come
paflion to fave to the uttermoft, He has given his
word of promife to engage our confidence, and he
is able and faithful to make good the expetations
md defires he has raifed in us.  Put your truft in
him; believe (as we fay) through thick and thin,
in deflance of all objections from within and withe
out, For this Abraham is recommended as a pata
ro to us,  He overlooked all difficultics ; he vena

tured.

t



166 Letiers 10 emmmmmme—, Let. 4,

tured and hoped even againft hope, in a cafe which
to appearance was defperate ; becaule he knew thy
he who had promifed was alfo able to perform.
Your fifter is much upon my mind. Her illnef
grieves me ; were it in my power 1 would quickly
remove it: The Lord can, and I hope will, whep
it has anfwered the end for which he fent it. |
truft he has brought her to us for good, and tha
{he is chaflifed by him that the may not be cop.
demned with the world. I hope though fhe fays
little fhe lifts up her heart to him for a bleiling,
I with you may be enabled to leave her and your.
{elf and all your concerns in his hands. He has 2
fovereign right to do with us as he pleafes, and if
we confider what we are, furely we thall confefs we
have no reafon to complain: and to thofe who feck
him his fovereignty is exercifed in a way of grace.
All fhall work together for good: every thing i
needful that he fends; nothing can be needful that
he with-holds. Be content to bear the crofs; others
have borne it before you. You have need of pa-
tience; and if you afk, the Lord will give it but
there can be no fettled peace till our will 15 in 2
meafure fubdued. Hide yourfelf under the fhadow
of his wings; rely upon his care and power ; look
upon him as a phyfician who has gracioufly under-
taken to heal your foul of the worft of ficknefics,
fin. Yield to his prefcriptions, and fight againit
every thought that would reprefent it as defirabic
to be permitted to chufe for yourfelf. When you
cannot fee your way, be fatisfied that he 1s yow
leader. When your fpirit is overwhelmed within
you he knows your path : he will not leave you 1
fink. He has appointed feafons of refrefhment,
~and you fhall find he does not forget you. Above
all, keep clofe to the throne of grace. If we feem

to get no good by attempting to draw near him,
. e
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we may be fure we thall get none by keeping away
from him.
I am, &c.

P U LI N NN

LETTER V.

IPromifed you another Igtter, and now for the
performance. If I had faid, it may be, or per-
haps I will, you would be in fufpenfe; but if I

~ promife, then you expeé that I will not difappoint
-~ you, unlefs fomething fhould render it impoflible

for me to make my word good. I thank you for

~ your good opinion of me, and for thinking I

mean what 1 fay; and 1 pray that you may be
enabled more and more to honour the Lord, by be-

 lieving his promife : for he is not like a man that

fhould fail or change, or be prevented by any thing
unforefeen from doing what he has faid. And yet
we find it eafter to truft to worms than to the God
of truth. Is it not fo with you? And I can affure
you it is often fo with me. But here is the MErcy,
that his ways are above ours as the heavens are
higher than the earth. Though we are foolifh and
unbelieving, he remains faithful; he will not deny
himfelf, I recommend to you efpecially that pro-
mife of God, which is fo comprehenfive that it
takes in all our concernments, I mean, that all
things thall work together for good. How hard is
it to believe, that not only thofe things which are
gricvous to the flefh, but even thofe things which
draw forth our corruptions, and difcover to us what
is in our hearts, and fill us with puilt and fhame,
thould in the iffue work for our good! Yet the

Lord has faid it. Al your pains and trials, all

that
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that befals you in your own perfon, or that affed;
you upen the account of others, thall in the end
prove to your advantage. And your -peace does not
depend upon any change of circumftances which
may appear defirable, but in having your will
bowed to the Lord’s will, and made willing to {ub.
mit all to his difpofal and management. DPray for
this, and wait patiently for him, and he will do it.
Be not furprifed to find yourfelf poor, helplefs, and
vile; all whom he favours and teaches will find
themifelves fo. The more grace increafes, the more
we fhall fee to abafe us in our own eyes; and this
will make the Saviour and his falvation more pre-
cious to us. He takes his own wife methods to
humble you, and te prove you, and I am fure ke
will do you good in the end.
1-am, &c.
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LETTELER VL

September 16, 1775,

Hen you receive this, I hope it will give you

pleafure to think, that if the Lord be plet
fed to favour us with health we fhall all mect again
in a few days, I have met with much kindoels
at London, and many comforts and mercies ; how:
ever, I fhall be glad to return home. ‘Therc my
heart lives, let my body be where it wil. T long
to fee all my dear people, and 1 fhall be giud
to fee you, I fieal & lirtle time to write anotadt
lise or two, more to fatisfy you than for any thing
particular I have to fav. 1 thank you for your ikt
ter. 1 doubt not but the Lord is bringing you furs
ward, and that you have a goad right 10 fay o jour

foul, Why art thou calt down and difquicrec:
. Hop:
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Hope thou in God; for I fhall yet praife him. An
evil heart, an evil temper, and the many crofies
we meet with in paffing through an evil world, will
cut us out trouble: but the Lord has provided a
balm for every wound, a cordial for every care :
the fruit of all is to take away fin, and thc end of
2l will be eternal life in glory. Think of thefe
words 3 put them in the balance of the fanétuary
and then throw all your trials into the oppofite -
fcale, and you will find there is no proportion be-
wween them,  Say then, ¢“Though he flay me I will
« truft in him 3” for when he has fully tried me I
fall come forth like gold. You would have liked
t0 have been with me laft Wednefday. 1 preached
E at Weftminfter Bridewell. It is a prifon and houfe
E of correCtion. The bulk of my congregation were
- houfebreakers, h:ghwaymen, pickpockets, and poor
unh'lppy women, fuch as infeft the ftreets of this
city, funk in fin, and loft to {hame. I had a hun-
- died or move of thefe before me. I preached from
 1Tim. 1. 15. and began with telling them my own
ftory: this gained their attention more than I ex-
neted. I {poke to them near an hour and a half.
: [ fhed many tears myfelf, and faw fome of them thed
. tears likewife.  Ah! had you feen their prefent con-
chuon, and could you hear the hiftory of fome wf
- them, it would make you fing, O to grace how great
.4 debror ! By nature they were no worfe than the
‘moft fober and modeft people. And there was
gdﬂubtlcfs a time when many of them little thought
s what they fhould live to do and fuffer. 1 might
: have been, like them, in chains, and one of them
Ehadvc come to preach to me, had the Lord fo plea-
s}f '
" Iam, &c.

S Vol 4 H O LET-
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LETTEZR VI

Oftober 10. 1777,

Am juft come from fecing A——— Nemee, The

people told me fhe is much better than fhe wa,
but the is far from being well. She was brough:
to me into a parlour, which faved me the pain.
ful tatk of going to inquire and feek for her a
mong the patients. My {pirits always fink when
I am within thofe mournful walls, and I think ng
money could prevail on me to {pend an hour there
every day. Yet furely no fight upon earth is more
fuited to teach one thankfulnefs and refignation.
Surely I have reafon, in my worft times, to be thank
ful that I am out of hell, out of Bedlam, out of
Newgate, If my eyes were as bad as yours, and
my back worfe, ftill I hope I fhould fet a grex
value upon this mercy, that my fenfes are pre.
ferved. I hope you will think fo too. The Lord
afflits us at times; but it is always a thoufind
times lefs than we deferve, and much lefs tha
many of our fellow-creatures are fuffering around
us. Let us therefore pray for grace to be humbl,
thankful, and patient.

This day twelvemonth I was under Mr W—
knife: there is another caule for thankfulnefs, tha
the Lord inclined me to fubmit to the operation,
and brought me happily through it. In fho, |
have fo many reafons for thankfulnefs, that 1 ca-
not count them. 1 may truly {ay they are moren
number than the hairs of my head. And yet, ala!
how cold, infenfitle, and ungrateful ! I could mak:
as many complaints as you; but I find no good by
complaining, except to him who is able to help m:

It is better for you and me to be admiring (b
compaflior
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compaflion and fullnefs of grace that is in our Sa-

viour, than to dwell and pore too much upon our

own poverty and vilenefs. He is able to help and

fave to the uttermoft : there I defire to caft anchor,

and wifh you to do fo likewife. Hope in God, for

you fhall yet praife him, “ |
I am, &c.
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LETTER L

Dear Sir, FJanuary 16. 1775.

HE death of a near relative called me from:
home in December, and a fortnight’s abfence

threw me fo far behind-hand in my courfe, that I
deferred acknowledging your letter much longer
than I intended. 1 now thank you for it. I can
fympathife with you in your troubles; yet knowing
the nature of our calling, that by an unalterable
appointment the way to the kingdom lies through
many tribulations, Iought to rejoice rather than
otherwife, that to you it is given, not only to be-
lieve, but allo to fuffer. It you efcaped thefe
things, whereof all the Lord’s children are par-
takers, might you not queftion your adoption into
his family? How could the power of grace be
manifeft cither to you, in you, ar by you, without
afflitions ¢  How could the corruptions and dew
vaftations.of the heart be checked without a crofs ?
How could you acquire a tendernefs and fkill in
ipcaking to them that are weary, without a tafte
of fuch trials as they alfo meet with? You could
only be a hearfay witnefs to the truth, power, and
{fweetnels of the precious promifes, unlefs you have
been in fuch a fituation as to need them, and to
find their fuitablenefs and f{ufficiency. The Lord
has given you a good defire to ferve him in the
gofpely and he is now training you for that fervice,
Many things, yea, the moft important things be-
longing to the gofpel-miniftry, are not to be learn-
¢d by books and ftudy, but by paintul experience,
Hg4 . You
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You muft expelt a variety of exercifes; but two
things he has promifed you, that you fhall not be
tried above what he will enable you to bear, and
that all fhall work together tor your good. We
read fomewhere of a conceited orator, who de-
claimed upon the management of waz in the pre-
fence of Hannibal, and of the contempt with which
Hannibal treated his performance. He deferved it;
for how {hould a man who had never feen a field
of battle be 2 competent judge of fuch a fubje&t?
Juft fo, were we to acquire no other knowledge of
the Chriftian warfare than what we could dm ive
from cool and undifturbed ftudy, inftead of co-
ming forth as able minifters of the New Teftament,
and competently acquainted with the 7z« ronuara,

with the devices, the deep laid counfels and firata-
gems of Satan, we fhould prove but mere declaim-
ers. But the Lord will take better care of thofe
whom he loves and defigns to honour. He will try,
and permit them to be tried in various ways. He
will make them feel much in themfelves, ,that they
may know how to feel much for others, according

to that beantiful and expreilive line,
Haud ignara mali, miferis fuccurrere difco.

And as, this previous dilcipline is neceﬂ'a?y to
enable us to take the field in a public capacity with
courage, wifdom, and fuccefs, that we may lead
and animate others in the fight, it is equally ne-
ceffary, for our own fakes, that we may obtain and
- preferve the grace of humllity, which I perceive
with pleafure he has taught you to fet a high value
upon. Indeed we cannot value it too highly; for
we can be neither comfortable, {afe, nor habitually
ufeful, withoutit. The root of pride lies deep in .
~our fallen nature, and where the Lord has given
ratural and acquired abilities, it would grow apace,

if
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if he did not mercifully watch over us, and {uit his
difpenfations to keep it down. Therefore I truit
he will make you willing to endure hardfhips, as
a good foldier of Jefus Chrift. May he enable you.
to behold him with faith holding out the prize, and
{aying to you, Fear none of thefe things that thoun
fhalt fuffer; be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.

We fail upon a turbulent and tumultuous fea;
but we are embarked on a good bottom, and in a
good caufe, and we have an infallible and almighty
pilot, who has the winds and weather at his com-
mand, and can filence the ftorm nto a2 calm with a
word whenever he pleafes. 'We may be perfecuted,
but we fhall not be forfaken; we may be caft down,
but we cannot be deftroyed. Many will thruft fore
at us that we may fall, but the Lord will be ous
ftay.

I am forry to find you are quite alone at Cam-
bridge, for I hoped there would be a {ucceflion of
ferious ftudents to fupply the place of thofe who
are tranfplanted to fhine as lights in the world.
Yet you are not alone; for the Lord is with you,
the beft counfellor and the beft friend. There is
a firange backwardnefe in us (at leaft in me) fully
to improve that gracious intimacy to which he in-
vites us. Alas! that we {o eafily wander from the
fountain of life to hew out cifterns for ourfclves,
and that we feem more attached to a few drops of
his grace in our fellow-creatures than to the full-
nefs of grace that is in himielf. 1 think nothing
gives me a more ftriking fenfe of my depravity than
my perverfenefs and folly in this refpet: yet Le
bears with me, and does me good continually,

lam, &c,

H g LET-
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LETTER IL

Dear Sir, March 19%6.

Know not the length of your college-terms, but

hope this may come time enough to find you ftil}-
refident. 1 fhall not apologife for writing no foon-
er, becaufe I leave other letters of much longer
date unanfwered that I may write fo foon. It gave
me particular pleafure to hear that the Lord helped
you through your difficulties, and fucceeded your
defires.. And 1 have fympathifed with you in the
complaints you make of a dark and mournful frame
of fpirits afterwards. But is not this upon the
whole right and falutary, that if the Lord is pleafed
at one time to firengthen us remarkably in anfwer
to prayer, he fhould leave us at another time, fo-
far as to give us a real fenfibility that we were fup-
ported by his power, and not our own? Befides,
as you feel a danger of being elated by. the refpeét
paid you, was it not a merciful and feafonable dif-
penfation that made you feel your own weaknefs,,
to prevent your being exalted above meafure ¢ The
Lord, by withdrawing his {miles from you, re-
minded you that the {miles.of men are of little va-
lue, otherwife perhaps you might have efteemed
them too highly. Indeed you fcholars that know
the Lord are fingular inftances of the power of his
grace; for (like the young men in Dan..iii.) you
live in the very midft of the fire. Mathematical
ftudies in particular have fuch a tendency to ingrofs
and fix the mind to the contemplation of cold and
uninterefting truth, and you are furrounded with fo
much intoXicating applaufe if you fucceed in your
refearches, that for a foul to be kept humble and

alive in fuch a fituation, is fuch a proof of the Lord’s
prefence
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prefence and power, as Mofes had when he faw

the bufh unconfumed in the midft of the flames.
I believe 1 had naturally a turn for the mathema-
tics myfelf, and dabbled in them a little way; and
though I did not go far, my head, fleeping and
waking, was ftuffed with diagrams and calculations.
Every thing I looked at that exhibited either 2
right-line or a curve {ct my wits a wool-gathering,
What then muft have been the cafe had I proceeded
to the interior arcana of {peculative geametry ? I
bought my namefake’s Principia, but 1 have rea-
{fon to be thankful that I left it as I found it, a
fealed book, and that the bent of my mind was
drawn to fomething of more real importance before
I underftood it. 1 fay not this to difcourage you
in your pmfuits ; they lie in your line and path of
duty, in mine they did not. As to your academics,
I am glad that the Lord enables you to thew thofe
among whom you live, that the knowledge of his
gofpel does not defpuil you either of diligence or
acumen.. However, as I faid, you necd a double
¢uard of grace, to preferve you from being either
puffed up or deadened by thole things, w hlm, con-
fidered in any other view than gzmad huc, to preferve
sour rank and charaer in the univeriny while you
remain there, are, if taken in the aggregate, little
better than a [plendidum aihil, If my poor people
at could form the leaft conception of what
the learned at Cambridge chiefly admire in each
other, and what is the intrinfic reward of ali their
toil, they would fay ({fuppofing they could {peak
Latin) Quam fuave iffis fuavitatibus carere! llow
gladly would fome of them, if fuch mathematical
and metzphyfical lumber could by any means get
intc their heads, how gladly would they drink at
Lethe’s ftream to get it out again! How many
perplexities are they freed from by their happy ig-
norance, which often pefter thofe to their lives end
H 6 whe.
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who have had their natural pronenpefs to vain rea-
foning fharpened by academical ftudies.
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F ETTER I

BDear Sir, May 18. 1776.
| THﬁugh I withed to hear from you fooner, I put

a2 candid interpretation upon your filence, was
fomething apprehenfive for your health, but felt no
difpofition to anger. Let our correfpondence be
free from fetters. Write when you pleafe, and
when you can': 1 wiil do the like. Apologies may
be fpared on both fides. Iam not a very pundtual
correfpondent myfelf, having fo many letters to
write, and therefore have no right to ftand upon
punttilios with you.

I {ympathife with you in your forrow for your
friend’s death. Such cafes are very diltrefling !
But fuch a cafe might have been our own.  Let wus
pray for grace to be thankful for ourfelves, and
fubmit every thing in humble filence to the fove-
reign Lord, who has a right to do as he pleales
with his own. We feel what happens in our own
little connettionsy but O, the dreadful mifchief of
#in! Inftances of this kind are as frequent as the
hours, the minutes, perhaps the moments of every
day: and though we know but one in a million,
the {fouls of others have an cqual capacity for end-
lefs happirefs or mifery. In this fitvation the Lord
has honoured us with a call to warn our fellow-fin-
ners of their danger, and to fet berore them his frez
and fure falvation; and if he is pleafed to make uvs
infirumental of fnatching but one as a brand out of
the fire, it is a fervice of more importance than

o
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to be the means of preferving a whole nation from
temporal ruin. I congratulate you upon your
admiflion into the miniftry, and pray him to favour
you with a fingle eye to his glory, and a freth anoint-
ing of his Holy Spirit, that you may come forth as
a {cribe well inftructed in the myfteries of his king-
dom, and that his word in your mouth may abun.
dantly profper.

I truly pity thofe who rife early and take late reft,
and eat the bread of carefulnefs, with no higher
prize and profpet in view than the obtaining of aca-
demical honours. Such purfuits will ere long appear
(as they really are) vain as the fports of children.
May the Lord imprefs them with a noble ambition
of living to and for him. If thefe adventurers,
who are labouring for pebbles under the femblance
of goodly pearls, had a dilcovery of the pearl of
great price, how quickly and gladly would they lay
down their admired attainments, and become fools
that they might be truly wife ! What a fnare have
you efcaped ! You would have been poorly content
with the name of a mathematician or a poet, and
looked no farther, had not he vifited your heart
and enlightened you by his grace. Now I truft you
account your former gain but lofs, for the excel-
lency of the knowledge of Jefus Chrift the Lord.
What you have attained in a way of literature will
be ufeful to you if fanctified, and chiefly {o by the
knowledge you have of its infufficiency to any
valuable purpofe, in the great concerns of walking
with God, and winning {ouls.

I am pleafed with your fears left you thould not
be underftood in your preaching. Indeed, there is
a danger of it. It is not eafy for perfons of quick
parts duly to conceive how amazingly ignorant and
flow of apprehenfion the bulk of our congregations
generally are. ' When our own ideas are clear, and
our cxpreflions proper, we are ready to thinkh we

VG
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have fufficiently explained ourfelves; and'yet perhaps
nine out ot ten (efpecially of thole who e defti-
tute of {piritual light) know little more of what we
fay than if we were f{peaking Greek. A degrec
of this imconvenience is always infeparable from
written difcourfes. They caft our thoughts into a
ftyle which, though familiar to ourfelves, is too re-
mote fromn common converfation to be comprehend.-
ed by narrow capacities; which is one chief reafon
of the preference I give, ceter:s paribus, to extems
pore preaching. When we read to the people, they
think themfelves lefs concerned in what is oftered
than when we fpeak to them point blank. It
feems a good rule, which I have met with fome-
where, and which perhaps I have mentoned to
you, to fix our eyes upon fome onc of the audi-
tory whom we judge of the leaft capacity; it we can
make Aim underftand, we may hope to be under-
ftood by the reft. Let thoie who feek to be admired
for the exaltnefs of their compofitions enjoy the
poor reward they aim at, It is beft for gofpel-
preachers to {peak plain language. If we thus
fingly aim at the glory of our mafter and the good
of fouls, we may hope for the accompanying
power of his Spirit, which will gtve our difcourfes
a weight and energy that Demofthenes had no con-
ception of.

I can give you no information of a- curacy in a
better fituation. But either the Lord will provide
you one, or 1 truft he will give you ufefulnefs and
a competency o health and {pirits where you are.
He who cauicd -Daniel to thrive upon pulfe, can
mrake you ftrong and chearful even in the Fens, if
he fecs that beft tor you. All things obey him,
and you need not fear but he will enable you for
whatever fervice he has appointed you tv perform.

This letter has been 2 week in hand: many in-

terruptions from without, and indifpofitions within.

]
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[ {eem to while away my life, and fball be glad to

be faved upon the footing of the thief upon the

crofs, without any hope or plea but the power and

grace of Jefus, who has faid, 1 will in no wife caft

out. Adieu. 3
Pray for yours, &c..

LI LU NN N LDV WEPIAIEPNEEN

LETTER 1V

Dear Sir, Sept, 10, 1577,

Was glad to liear from you at laft, not being

willing to think myfelf forgotten. I fuppofed
you were ill. It feems, by your account, that you
are far from well; but 1 hope you are as well as
you ought to be, thatis, as well as the Lord fees
it good for you to be. I fay, I'hope fo; for I am
not fure that the length and vehemence of your
fermons, which you tell me aftonith many people,
may not be rather improper and imprudent, confi-
dering the weaknefs of your conftitution; at leaft
if this expreflion of yours be jufily expounded by
a report which has reached me, that the length of
your fermons is frequently two hours, and the ve~
hemence of your voice fo great that you. may be
heard far beyond the church-walls.  Unwilling
thould I be to damp your zeal ; but I feel unwilling
hikewife that by exccflive, unneceffary exertions you
fhould wear away at once, and preclude your own
ulefulnefs. This coneern is fo much upon my
mind that I begin with .it, though it makes me
tkip over the former part of your letter ; but when
[ have relieved myfclf upon this point, I caneafily
fkip back again. I am perhaps the more ready to
redit the report ;. becaule I know the {pirits of you

NCrvous
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nervous people are highly volatile. I confider you
as mounted upon a fiery fteed, and provided you
ufe due management and circumfpection, you travel
more pleafantly than we plodding folks upon our
{fober, phlegmatic nags ; but then, if inftead of
pulling the rein you plunge in the fpurs, and add
wings to the wind, I cannot but be in pain for
the confequences. Permit me to remind you of
the Terentian adage, ne quid nimis. The end of
fpeaking is to be heard, and if the perfon fartheft
from the preacher can hear, he fpeaks loud enough.
Upon fome occafions a few fentences of a difcourde
may be enforced with a voice {lill more elevated,
but to be uncommonly loud from beginning to end
1s hurtful to the fpeaker, and I apprehend no way
ufeful to the hearer. Itis a fault which many in-
advertently give into at firft, and which many have
repented of too late: when practice has rendered
it habitual it is not eafily correted. 1 know fome
think that preaching very loudly and preaching
'with power are fynonymous expreflions, but your
judgement is too good to fall in with that prejudice.
If I was a good Grecian I would fend you a quo-
tation from Homer, where he defcribes the e¢lo-
quence of Neftor, and comparesit, if I remember
right, not to a thunder-ftorm or a hurricane, but
to a fall of fnow, which, though prefling, infinu-
ating, and penetrating, is foft and gentle. You
know the pafluge : I think the fimile is beautiful
and exprefiive.

Secondly (as we fay) as_to long preaching.
There is ftill in being an old-fathioned inftrument
called an hour-glafs, which in days of yore, betore
clocks and warches abounded, ufed to be the mea-
{fure of many a good fermon, and I think ita toler-
able ftint. I cannot wind up my cnds to my own
fatisfadtion in 2 much fhorter time, nor am | plea-

fed with myfelf if I greatly exceed it. If an angel |
was
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was to preach for two hours, unlefs his RQgarers
were angels likewife, I believe the greater part
of them would with he had done. It is a {hame
it thould ;be fo, but {fo it is, partly through the
weaknefs and partly through the wickednefs of
the fleflh, we can feldom firetch our attention to
{piritual things for two hours together without
cracking it, and hurting its {pring; and when wea-
rinefs begins, edification ends. Perhaps it is bet-
ter to feed our people like chickens, a little and of-
ten, than to cram them like turkeys, till they cannot
hold one gobbet more. Befldes, over long fermons
break in upon family-concerns, and often call off
the thoughts from the fermon to the pudding at
home, which is in danger of being over-boiled.
They leave likewife but little time for fecret or
family-religion, which are both very good in their
place, and are intitled to a fhare in the Lord’s day.
Upon the preacher they muft have a bad efledt,
and tend to wear him down before his time: and I
have known fome, by over-afting at firth, have
been conftrained to fic fiill and do little or notling
for months or years afterwards. I rather recome
mend to you the advice of your brother Cantab.
Hobfon the carrier, So to fet out that you may
hold out to your journey’s end.

Now, if Fame with her hundred mouths has
brought me a falfe report of you, and you are not
guilty of preaching either too long or too loud, fiill
I am not willing my remonftrance may ftand for
nothing. I defire you will accepr it, and thank me
for it, as a proof of my love to you, and likewife
of the fincerity of my friendship; torif I had wifh-
ed to flatter you, I could eafily have called another
fubject.

I have one more report to trouble you with, be-
caufe it troubles me; and therefore you muit bear

a part of my burden. Aflure me it is falfe, and I
~ wikl
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will fend you one of the handfomeft letters I can
devife by way of thanks. Itis reported, then, (but
I will not believe it till you fay | muft), that you
ftand upon your tiptoes, upon the point of being
whirled out of our vortex, and hurried away, co-
met-like, into the regions of eccentricity : in plain
Englith, that you have a hankering to be an itine-
rant. If this be true, I will not be the firft to tell
itin St John’s college, or to publifh it on the banks
of Cam, left the mathematicians rejoice and the
poets triumph. But to be ferious, for it is a ferious
fubjet; let me beg you to deliberate well, and to
pray earneftly before you take this ftep. Be afraid
of alting in your own {pirit, or under a wrong im-
preflion; however honeftly you mean, you may be
miftaken. The Lord has given you a little charge;
be faithful in it, and in his good time he will ad-
vance you to a greater : but let his Providence evie
dently open the door for you, and be afraid 6f mo-
ving one ftep before the cloud and pillar. I have
had my warm fits and defires of this fort in my time;
but I have reafon to be thankful that I was held in
with a firong hand. I wifh there were more itine-
rant preachers. If a man has grace and zeal, and
but little fund, let him go and diffufe the fubftance
of a dozen fermons over as many counties ; but you
~have natural and acquired abilities, which quality
you for the more diflicult, and, in my judgement,
not lefs important, ftation of a parochial minifter.
I with you 1o be a burning, fhining, fteady light.
You may perhaps have lefs popularity, that is, you
will be lefs expofed to the workings of {elf and the
{nares of Satan, if you ftay with us; but I think
you may live in the full exercife of your gifts and
graces, be more confiftent with your voluntary en-
gagements, and have more peace of mind, and
humble intercourfe with God, in watching over a

flock which he has committed to you, than by for-
{aking
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faking them, to wander up and down the earth
without a determined {cope.

Thus far I have been more attentive to the utile
than the dulce. 1 fhould now return to join you in
celebrating the praifes of poetry, and the other fub-
jects of your letter ; but time and paper fail together.
Let me hear from you foon, or I fhall fear I have
difpleafed you, which, fond as I am of poetry,
would give me more pain than I ever found plea-
fure in reading Alexander’s Feaft. Indeed I love
you; I often meafure over the walks we have taken
together ; and when I come to a favourite ftile, or
fuch a favourite {pot upon the hill-top, Iam re-
minded of fomething that paffed, and fay, or at
kaft think, Hic fletit Com—.

Yours, &c.

W P D1 S G @V A A WG OOV N

LETTER V.

Dear Sir,

BY your flying letter from London, as well as
by your more particular anfwer to my laft, I
judge that what I formerly wrote will anfwer no o0-
ther end than to be a teftimony of my fidelity and
friendfhip. I am ready to think you were fo far
determined before you applied to the Bifhop, asto
be rather pleafed than difappointed by a refufal
which feemed to afford you liberty to preach at
large.  As your zeffimonium was not counterfigned,
the confequence was no other than might have
been expeéted ; yet I have been told, (how true I
know not), that the Bithop would have pafled over
the informality, if you had not, unafked by him,
wowed yourfelf a Methodift. I think, it you had
been
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been unwilling to throw hindrances in your own
way, the moft perfett fimplicity wounld have requi.
red no more of you than to have given a plain and
honeft anfwer to fuch queftions as he might think
proper to propofe. You might have aflifted Mp
~—— for a {eafon without being in full orders;
and you may ftill, if you are not refolved at all e.
vents to puth out. He wrote to me about you, and
you may eafily judge what anfwer I gave, I have
heard from him a {fecond time, and he laments that
he cannot have you. I likewife lament that you
cannot be with him. I think you would have loved
him; and I hoped his acquaintance might not have
proved unufeful to you.

If you have not atually paffed the Rubicon, if
there be yet room for deliberation, I once more in-
treat you to paufe and confider. In many refpeéts
I ought to be willing to learn from you ; but in one
point I have a little advantage of you; I am f{ome
years older, both in life and in profeflion ; and in
this difference of time perhaps I have learned {fome-
thing more of the heart, the world, and the devices
of Satan, than you have had opportunity for, I
hope I would not damp your zeal, but I will pray
the Lord to diredt it into the beft channel for per-
manent ulefulnefs; I fay permanent ; I doubt not
that you would be ufeful in the itinerant way; but
I more and more obferve great inconveniencies fol-
low in that way. Where you make a gathering of
people, others will follow you; and if they all pol-
fefl=d your {pirit, and had your difinterefted views,
it might be well. But generally an able preacher
only fo far awakens people to a defire to hear, as
expofes them to the incurfions of various winds of
doctrine, and the attempts of injudicious pretenders,
who will refemble you in nothing but your eager-
nefs to poft from place 1o place. From fuch mea-

fures in time proceed errors, partics, contentions,
oftences,
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offences, enthufiafm, fpiritual pride, and a noify
oftentatious form of godlinefs, but little of that
power and life of faith which fhews itfelf by humie
lity, meeknefs, and love.

A parochial minifter, who lives among his people,
who fees and converfes with them frequently, and
exemplifies his doctrine in their view by his prac
tice, having knowledge of their flates, trials,
growth, and dangers, fuits him{elf to their various
occafions, and, by the blefling of God, builds them
up, and brings them forward in faith and holinefs.
He is inftrumental in forming their experience ; he
jeads them to a folid, orderly, {criptural know-
ledge of divine things. If his name is not in fo
many mouths as that of the itinerant, it is upon
the hearts of the people of his charge. He lives
with them as a father with his children. His
fleady confiftent behaviour filences in fome mea
fure the clamours of his enemiesy and the Lord
opens him doors of occafional ufefulnefs in many
places, without provoking our fuperiors to difcoun-
tenance other young men who are feeking Orders.

I now wifh I had taken larger paper, for I have
not room for all I would fay. I have no end to

ferve. 1 am of no party. I wifh well to irregulars
and itinerants who love and preach the gofpel. I

am content that they fhould labour that way, who
have not talents nor fund to fupport the charalter
and fill up the office of a parochial minifter. Butl
think you are qualified for more important fervice.
If you had patient faith to wait a while for the
Lord’s opening, I doubt not but you might yet ob-
tain Prieft’s Orders. We are hafty, like children;
but God often appoints us a waiting time. Perhaps
It requires as much or more grace to wait than to be
ative 5 for it is more trying to felf. After all, what-

ever courfe you take, I thall love you, pray for you,
and be glad to fee you.
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been unwilling to throw hindrances in your own
way, the moft perfect {implicity would have requi.
red no more of you than to have given a plain and
honeft anfwer to fuch queftions as he might think
proper to propofe. You might have affifted Me
=~ for a feafon without being in full orders;
and you may ftill, if you are not refolved at all e-
vents to puth out. He wrote to me about you, and
you may cafily judge what anfwer I gave. I have
heard from him a fecond time, and he laments that
he cannot have you. Ilikewife lament that you
cannot be with him. I think you would have loved
him; and I hoped his acquaintance might not have
proved unufeful to you.

If you have not atually paffed the Rubicon, if
there be yet room for deliberation, I once more in-
treat you to paufe and confider. In many refpedts
I ought to be willing to learn from you; but in one
point I have a little advantage of you; I am fome
years older, both in life and in profeflion; andin
this difference of time perhaps I have learned {fome-
thing more of the heart, the world, and the devices
of Satan, than you have had opportunity for, I
hope I would not damp your zeal, but I will pray
the Lord to direct it into the beft channel for per-
manent ufefulnefs; I fay permanent; I doubt not
that you would be ufeful in the itinerant way; bue
I more and more obferve great inconveniencies fol-
low in that way. Where you make a gathering of
people, others will follow you; and if they all pols
fefled your {pirit, and had your difinterefted views,
it might be well. DBut generally an able preacher
only fo far awakens people to a defire to hear, as
expofes them to the incurfions of various winds of
dodtrine, and the attempts of injudicious pretenders,
who will refemble you in nothing but your eager-
nefs to poit from place to place. From fuch mea.

fures in time procced errors, partics, contcntions,
offences,
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offences, enthufiafm, {piritual pride, and a noify
oftentatious form of godlinefs, but little of that
power and life of faith which fhews itfelf by humi.
lity, meeknefs, and love,

A parochial minifter, who lives among his people,
who fees and converfes with them frequently, and
exemplifies his dodtrine in their view by his prace
tice, having knowledge of their ftates, trials,
growth, and dangers, fuits himfelf to their various
occafions, and, by the blefling of God, builds them
up, and brings them forward in faith and holinefs.
He is inftrumental in forming their experience ; he
leads them to a folid, orderly, {criptural know-
ledge of divine things. If his name is not in {o
many mouths as that of the itinerant, it is upon
the hearts of the people of his charge. He lives
-with them as a father with his children. His
fieady confiftent behaviour filences in fome mea-
fure the clamours of his enemiesy and the Lord
opens him doors of occafional ufefulnefs in many
places, without provoking our fuperiors to difcoun-
tenance other young men who are feeking Orders.

I now wifh I had taken larger paper, for I have
not room for all I would fay. Ihave no end to
ferve. I am of no party. I wifh well to irregulars
and itinerants who love and preach the gofpel. I
am content that they thould labour that way, who
have not talents nor fund to fupport the charater
and fill up the office of a parochial minifter. But I
think you are qualified for more important fervice.
If you had patient faith to wait a while for the
Lord’s opening, I doubt not but you might yet ob-
tin Prieft’s Orders. We are hafty, like children;
but God often appoints us a waiting time. Perhaps
it requires as much or more grace to wait than to be
ative ; forit is more trying to felf. After all, what-

ever courfe you take, I thall love you, pray for you,
ind be glad to fee you.

I am, &, EIGHT
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LETTEDR L

N1y dear Madam, Fuly = 1764.

HE complaints you make are infeparable from

a {piritual acquaintance with our ewn hearts:

I would not wifh you to be lefs affefted with a

fenfe of indwelling fin. It becomes us to be hum-

bled into the duft; yet our grief, though it cannot

be too great, may be under a wrong direftion ; and

if it leads us to impatience or diftruft, it certainly is
{o.

Sin is the ficknefs of the foul, in itfelf mortal
and incurable, as to any power in heaven or earth
but that of the Lord Jefus only. But he is the
sreat, the infallible phyfician. Have we the privis
lege to know his name ? Have we been enabled to
put ourfelves into his hand? We have then no
more to do but to attend his prefcriptions, to be {a-
tished with his methnds, and to wait his time. It
1s lawful to with we were well s it is natural to
groan, being burdened s but {till he muft and will
take his own courfe with us; and, however difla-
tisfied with ourfelves, we ought fill to be thankful
that he has begun his work in us, and to believe
that he will alfo make an ends Therefore, while
we mourn, we fhould likewife rejoice; we thould
encourage ourfelves to expedt all that he has pro-
mifed ; and we fhould limit our expetations by his
promifes. We are {ure, that when the Lord deli-
vers us from the guilt and dominion of fin, he
could with equal eafe free us entirely from fin, if
he pleafed. The dodirine of finlefs perfedtion is

VO'L: 1) % I not
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not to be rejeCted, as though it were a thing fim.
ply impoflible in itfelf, for nothing is too hard {or
the Lord, but becaude it is contrary to that method
which he has chofen to proceed by. He has ap.-
pointed that {antification fhould be effeted, and
fin mortified, not at once completely, but by little
and little ; and doubtlefs he has wife reafons for it
Therefore, though we are to defire a growth in
grace, we fhould at the fame time acquiefce in
his appointment, and not to be difcouraged or
defpond, becaufe we feel that confli¢t which his
word informs us will only terminate with our
lives. ‘ -

Again, {fome of the firft prayers which the Spiric
of God teaches us to put up, are for a clearesr {enfe
of the finfulnefs of fin, and our vilenefs on accoux
of it. Now, if the Lord is pleafed to anfwer your
prayers in this refpe&, though it will afford you
caufe enough for humiliation, yet it fhould be re
ceived likewife with thankfulnefs, as a token for
good. Your heart is not worfe than it was for.
merly, only your fpiritzal knowledge is increafed;
and this is no fmall part of the growth in grac
which you are thirfting atter, to be truly humblea

and emptied and made little in your own eyes.
Farther, the examples of the faints recorded in

{cripture prove, (and indeed of the faints in genc-
1al), that the greater meafure any perfon has of ihe
grace of God in truth, the more confcientious and
lively they have been; and the more they have
been favoured with afflurances of the Divine favour,
fo much the more deep and fenfible their percep:
tion of indwelling fin and infirmity has always
been: fo it was with Job, Ifaiah, Daniel, and Paul
It is likewife common to overcharge ourfelves. li:
deed we cannot think ourfelves worfe than Wi
really are; yet fome things which abate the com-
fort and alacrity’ of cur Chriftian profefii.n Jarr:‘.

ratis
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rather impediments than properly finful, and will
not be imputed to us by him who knows our frame,
and remembers that we are but dult. Thus to
have an infirm memory, to be fubject to difordered,
irregular, or low {pirits, are faults of the conftitu-
tion, in which the wi/ has no fhare, though they
are all burthenfome and oppreflive, and fometimes
needlefsly fo, by our charging ourfelves with guilt
on their account. The fame may be oblerved of
the unfpeakable and fierce fuggeftions of Satan with
which fome perfons are peftered, but which (hall
be laid to him from whom they proceed, and not
to them who are troubled and terrified becaufe
they are forced to feel them. Laftly, It is by the
experience of thefe evils within ourfelves, and by
feeling our utter infufhiciency, either to perform
duty or to withftand our enemies, that the Lord
takes occafion to {hew us the {uitablenefs, the fuf-
ficiency, the freenefs, the unchangeablenefs of his
nower and grace. This is the inference Sr Paul
draws from his complaints, Rom. vii. 25. and he
fearnt it upon a trying occafion from the Lord’s
own mouth, 2 Cor. xii. §.—9.

Let us then, dear Madam, be thankful and
chearful, and while we take fhamne to ourfelves,
let us glorify God, by giving Jefus the honour due
to his name. Though we arc poor, he is rich;
though we are weak, he is ftrong ; thouah we hava
nothing, he poﬁt.iﬂ:s all things He fulred for us;
he calls us to be conformed to him in {ufferings.
He conquered in his own porion and he will make
each of his members more than conquerors in due
feafon, It is good to have one eye upon ourfelves,
but the other fthould cver be fiaed on lum who
ftands in the relation of Saviour, Hufb nd, Had,
and Shepherd: In him we have rnighteouinefs,
peace, and power: He can controul all that we
fcar; fo that if our path thould be through the

) fire
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fire or through the water, neither the flood fhall
drown us, nor the flame kindle upon us, and ere
long he will cut fhort our conflifts, and fay, Come
up hither. ¢ Then fhall our grateful fongs a-
bound, and every fear be wiped away.” Having
fuch promiles and aflurances, let us lift up our
banner in his name, and prefs on through every
difcouragement. |
With regard to company that have not a favour
of the beft things, as it is not your choice, I would
advife you (when neceflary) to bear it as a crofs:
we cannot {uffer by being where we ought to be,
except through our own impatience; and I have
an idea, that when we are providentially called
amongft fuch (for fomething is due to friends and
relations, whether they walk with us or no) that
the hours need not be wholly loft: nothing can
pafs but may be improved ; the moft trivial conver-
fation may afford us new views of the heart, new
confirmation of {cripture, and renew a fenfe of our
obligations to diftinguifhing grace, which has made
us in any degree to differ. I would wifth when you
go amongft your friends, that you do not confint
your views to getting fafe away from them without
lofs, but entertain a hope that you may be fent t0
do fome of them good. You cannot tell what ef-
fect a word or a look may have, if the Lord is
pleafed to blefs it. I think we may humbly hope,
that while we fincerely defire to pleafe the Lord,
and to be guided by him in all things, he will nat
{fuffer us to take a journey, or hardly to makea
fhort vifit, which fhall not anfwer {ome good pur-
pofe to ourfelves or others, or both. While your
gay triends affet an air of raillery, the Lord may
give you a fecret witnefs in their confciences; and
fomething they obferve in you, or hear from you,
may {ct them on thinking perhaps after you are

gone, or after the firfy occafion has entirely flipped
ﬁ . yOUs
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your memory, Ecclef. xi. 1. For my own pary,
when I confider the power, the freedom of divinc
orace, and how fovereign the Lord is in the choice
of the inftruments and means by which he is plea-
{ed to work, I live in hopes from day to day of
hearing of wonders of this fort. I defpair of no-
body: and if I {ometimes am ready to think fuch
or fuch a perfon feems more unlikely than others
to be brought in, I relieve mylelf by a poflibility
that thar very perfon, and for that very reafon,
may be the firft inftance. The Lord’s thoughts arc
not like ours: in his love and in his ways there
are heights which we cannot reach, depths which
we cannot fathom, lengths and breadths beyond
the ken of our fceble fisht. Let us then fimply
depend upon him, and do our little beft, leaving
the event in his hand.

I cannot tell if you know any thing of Mrs
. In a letter I received yefterday {he writes
thus ; —— ¢ I am at prefent very ill with {fome dif«
“ order in my throat, which feems to threaten my
¢ life; but death or life, things prelent or things
“ to come, all things are mine, and I am Chrift’s,
“ and Chrift’s is God’s. O glorious privilege !
“ precious foundation of {foul-ret and peace,,
“ when all things about us are moft troublous!
“ Soon we fhall be at home with Chrilt, where
“ fin, forrow, and dcath have no place; and in
“ the mean time our beloved will lead us through
“ the wildernefs. How fafe, how joyous are we,,
““ may we be, in the molft evil cafe ”—If thefe
fhould be fome of the laft notes of this fwan, L
think them worth preferving. May we not with
good reafon {ay, Who would not be a Chriftian?
[he Lord grant that you and I, Madam, and yours
and mine, may be happy in the fame aflurance,
when we fhall have death and eternity near in view.

[am, &c.
I 3 LE Tﬂ_‘
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LETTEU R 1L

My dear Madam, Sept. 1704.

YOUR weltare I rejoice inj your warfare I un-

derftand fomething of, St Paul defcribes his
own cale in few words, “ Without were fightings,
“ within were fears,” Does not this comprehend
all you would fay? And how are you to know
experimentally either your own weaknefs, or the
power, wifdom, and grace of God, feafonably and
fufliciently afforded, but by ﬁt.quem and various
trials ? How are the graces of patience, refignation,
meeknels and faith, to be difcovered and increafed
but by cxercife? The Lord has chofen, called, and
armed us for the fight; and fhall we with to be
excufed ! Shall we nort rather rejoice that we have
the honour to appear in fuch a caufe, under fuch
a Captain, fuch a banner, and in {uch company!?
A complete fuit of armour is provided, weapons
not to be refifted, and precious balm to heal us if
haply we receive a wound, and precious ointment
to revive us when we are in danger of fainting.
Further, we are aflured of the viftory betorehand;
and O what a crown is prepared for every conquer-
or, which Jefus, the righteous Judge, the gracious
Saviour, fhall place upon every faithful head with
his own hand { Then let us not be weary and faint,
for in due feafon we fhall reap. The time is {hort;
yet a little while, and the firuggle of indwelling fin,
and the contradi¢tion of furrounding finners fhall
be known no more. You are blefled, becaufe you
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs; he whofc
name is Amen has faid you fhall be filled. To
claim the promife is to make it our own; yet it1s

becoming us to pratife fubmiflion and patience,
not
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not in temporals only, but alfo in {pirituals. We
fhould be afhamed and grieved at our flow pro-
grefs, fo far as itis properly chargeable to our re-
miflne{s and milcarriage ; yet we muft not expeét
to receive every thing at once, but wait for a gra-
dual increafe; nor {liould we forget to be thankful
for what we may account a little, in comparifon of
the much we {uppofe others have received. A little
srace, a {park of true love to God, a grain of li-
ving faith, though fmall as muftard-feed, is worth
a thoufand worlds. One dravght of the water of
life gives intereft in and earneft of the whole foun-
tain, It becometh the Lord’s people to be thank-
ful; and to acknowledge his goodnels in what we
have received, is the fureft as well as the pleafantef:
method ‘of obtaining more. Nor fhould the grief,
arifing from what we know and feel ot our own
hearts, rob us of the honour, comfort and joy,
which the word of God defigns us, in what is
there recorded of the perfon, offices, and grace of
Jetus, and the relations he 1s pleafed to {tand in to
his people, Pfal. xxiii. 1. Ifa. liv. 5. Cant. v. 16.
John xv. 15. 1 Johnii. 1. John xv. 1. Jer. xxiii.
5. 1Cor.i.30. Martr. 1. 21.—~23. Give me ledve
to recommend to your confideration Pfal. Ixxxix.
15.—18. thefe verfes may be called the Believer’s
Trinumph: though they are nothing in themfelves,
yet having all in Jelus, they may rejoice in his
name all the day. The Lord enable us {o to do!
The joy of the Lord is the firength of his people;
whereas unbelief makes our hands hang down, and
our knees fzeble, difpirits ourfelves, and difcoura-
ges others; and though it fteals upon us under a
lemblance of humility, it is indeed the very eflence
of pride. By inward and outward exercifes the
Lord is promoting the beft defire of your hearr,
and anfwering your daily prayvers. Would you have
allurance ¢ The true folid affurance is to be ob-

I, tained




200 Letters 2o Mrs remmmm, Let. 2,

tained no other way. When young Chriftians are
greatly comforted with the Lord’s love and prefence,
their doubts and fears are for that {feafon at an end.
But this is not aflurance ; fo {oon as the Lord hides
his face they are troubled, and ready to queftion
the very foundation of hope. Aflurance grows by
repeated conflit, by our repeated experimental
proof of the Lord’s power and goodnefs to fave;
when we have been brought very low and helped,
forely wounded and healed, caft down and raifed
again, have given up all hope, and been {uddenly
fnatched from danger, and placed in fafetyj and
when thefe things have been repeated to us and in
us a thoufand times over, we begin to learn to truft
fimply to the word and power of God, beyond and
againft appearances; and this truft, when habitual
and ftrong, bears the name of aflurance j—for even
affurance has degrees.

You have good reafon, Madam, to fuppole, that
the love of the beft Chriftians to an unfeen Saviour
is far thort of what it ought to be. If your hLeart
be like mine, and you examine your love to Chrift
by the warmth and frequency of your emotions to-
wards him, you will often be in a fad fufpenfe
whether or no you love him atall. The beft mark
to judge, and which he has given us for that pur-
pofe, is to inquire if his word and will have a pre-
vailing, governing influence upon our lives and
temper. If we love him, we do endeavour to keep
his commandments: and it will hold the othcr
way ; if we have a defire to pleafe him, we undoubt-
edly love him. Obedience is the beft teft; and
when, amidft all our imperfections, we can humbly
appeal concerning the fincerity of our views, this is
a mercy for which we ought to be greatly thankful,
He that has brought us to will, will likewife enable
us to do according to his good pleafure. I doubt

not but the Lord whom you love, and on whom
you
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you depend, will lead you in a fure way, and efta-
blith and ftrengthen, and fettle you in his love and
grace, Indeed he has done great things for you
already. The Lord is your fhepherd; a compre-
henfive word. The fheep can do nothing for them--
felves ; the thepherd muft guide, guard, feed, heal,
recover. Well for us that our fhepherd is the Lord
Almighty, If his power, care, compaflion, full=
nefs, were not infinite, the poor fheep would be
forfaken, ftarved, and worried. But we have a
fhepherd full of care, full of kindnels, full of
power, who has faid, I will feek that which was
loft, and bind up that which was broken, and
bring again that which was driven away, and will
{trengthen that which was fick. How tender are:
thefe expreflions, and how well fulfilledt His.
fheep feed in the midit of wolves, yet are preferved.
fafe ; for though they {fee him not, his eye and his.
heart are upon them. Do we wonder that Daniel
was preferved in the lion’s den 7 Why, it is a com-
mon cafe. Which of God’s children have not caufe
to fay, ¢ My foul is among lions ?”  DBut the angel.
of the covenant ftops their mouths, or only per-
mits them to gape and roar, to thew their teeth,,
and what they would do if they might; but they
may not, they fhall not bite and tear us at their
own will.. Let us truft him, and all thall be well.

 As to daily occurrences, 1tis beft to believe that
- adaily portion of comforts and croiles, each one
the moft fuitable to our cafe, is adjufted and ap-
pointed by the hand which was once nailed to the
crofs for us 3 that where the path of duty and pru-
dence leads, there is the beft fituation we could.
poflibly be in at that juncture. We are not required
to aflli¢t ourfelves immoderately for what is not in.
our power to prevent, nor fhould any thing that.
atfords occafions for mortifying the fpirit of felf be:

aiccounted. unneceflary.——1I am, &c,
Ly LET
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LETTER IL

1768.

I Have been fome time hoping to hear from you,

but Mr was here laft Saturday, and in-
formed me that you were ill, or had been fo very
lately. This intelligence prompted me to write as
foon as I could find leifure. I think the Lord has
feen fit to vifit you with much indifpofition of late;
I {ay be has feen fit, for all our trials are under his
immediate diretion, and we are never in heavinefs
without a need be. 1 truft he does and will give
you firength equal to your day, and {weeten what
would be otherwife bitter with the eflence of his
precious love. I hope {foon to hear that you are
reftored to health, and that you have found caufz
to praife him for the rod.

How happy is the ftate of a believer, to have 2
furc promife that all thall work together for good
in the end, and in the mean time a fure refuge
where to find prefent relief, fupport, and protec-
tion! How comfortable is 1t when trouble is near,
to know that the Lord is near likewife, and to
commit ourfelves and all our cares imply to hum,
belicving that his eye is upon us, and his ear open
to our prayers. Under the conducét of fuch a fhep-
herd we need not fear, though we are called to
pafs through fire and water, through the valley of
the thadow of death, he will be with us, and will
{hew himfelf mighty on our behalf. It feems almott
necdlefs to fay, that we were very happy in the com-
pany of —— : the only inconvenience was, thatit
renewed the pain it always gives me to part witk
them. Though the vifit was full as long as I could

poflibly expedt, it feemed very fhort. "Lhis mt;)&
-
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be the cafe while we are here: our pleafures are
{hort, interrupted, and mixed with troubles: this
is not, cannot be our reft.  But it will not be al-
ways the cafe; we are travelling to a better world,
where cvery evil and imperfetion fhall ceafe; then
we Thall be for ever with the Lord, and with each
other. May the profpect of this blefled hope fet
before us revive our fainting f{pirits, and make us
willing to endure hardthips as good foldiers of Jefus
Chrift. Here we muft often fow in tears, but there
we {hall reap in joy, and all tears fhall be wiped
from our eyes for ever. 1hope the converfation of
friends whom I {o greatly love and honour afforded
me not only pleafure but profit; it left a favour
upon my mind, and firred up my languid defires
atier the Lord. I wifh I could fay the gocd effedt
has remained with me to this hour; but, alas! I
am a poor creature, and have had many caunfes of
humiltation fince.  But, bleffed be God ' amidit all
my changes I find the foundation ftands fure, and
[2am {cldom or never left to doubt either of the
Lord’s love to me, or the reality ot the defires he
has given me towards himielf; though when I
meafure my love by the degree of its excrcife, or
the fruits it produceth, I have realon to fit down
albamed, as the chief of finners and the left of all
fuinis.  But in him I have rightesufnefs and peace,
an. i him I muft and will rejoice,

1 wouid willingly 61l up my theet, but feel &
fzateneds in my fpirit, and Lnow not what further
te iay.  Otoraray of divine light 0 et me at
liverty  that I might write a {zw fines worth 1cads
iy, foxething that might warm my heait and coms
fors yorr.. “Luonthe fubjeét mutt be feius; but of

him wieer o }::;‘ hat you do not knew?  Well,
thowett Saloaow oo, vou are ghad to hear of hm"!
e ond apode o oo then, megnidy the Lord
Ui oeey 2md Jot L o o his name together,  Let

1
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us adore him for his love, that love which has 3
beight, and depth, and length, and breadth, beyond
the grafp of our poor conceptions; a love that
moved him to empty himfelf, to take on him the
form of a fervant, and to be obedient unto death,
even the death of the crofs; alove that pitied us in
our loft eftate, that found us when we fought him
not, that {poke peace to our fouls in the day of our
diftrefs 3 alove that bears with all our prefent weak-
nefs, miftakes, backflidings, and fhortcomings; a
love that is always watchful, always ready to guide,
to comfort, and to heal; a2 love that will not be
wearied, cannot be conquered, and is incapable of
changes ; a love that will in the end prevail over
all oppofition, will perfect that which concerns us,
and will not leave us till it bas brought us perfect
in holinefs and happinefs, to rejoice in his prefence
in glory. The jove of Chrift: it is the wonder,
the joy, the fong of angels, and the fenfe of it thed
abroad in our hearts makes life pleafant and death
welcome. Alas! what a heart have I that 1 love
him no better ! But I hope he has given me a dea
fire to make him my-all in all, and to account eve-
vy thing lofs and drofs that dares to ftand in coma
petittion with him.
Iam, &c.

LETTER IV

1760..
] Found this morning among my unan{wered lct
ters one from you, but hope I left it among
them by miftake. I am willing, however, to be on

tke fure ide, and would rather write twice than be
£00
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too long filent. I heard of your being laid on the
bed of aflition, and of the Lord’s goodnefs to you
there, and of his raifing you up again. Blefled be
his name! he is all-fufficient and faithful; and
though he caule gricf, he is fure to thew compafs
fion in fupporting and delivering. Ah! the evit of
out nature is deeply rooted and very powerful, or
fuch repeated, continual corrections and chaftifc-
ments would not be neccflary 3 and were they not
neceflary, we fhould not have them. But fuch we
are, and therefore fuch mult be our treatment ; for
though the Lord loves us with a tendernefs beyond
what the mother feels for her fucking child, yet it
is a tenderncis direted by infinite wildom, and very
different from that weak indulgence which in pa-
rents we call fondnels, which leads them to comply
with their children’s defires aod inclinations, rather
than to alt with a fteady view to their uue welfare,
The Lord loves his children, and is very indulgent
to them {o far as they can fafely bear it, but he will
not fpoil them. Their fin-ficknefs requires medi-
cines, fome of which are very unpalatable; but
when the cafe calls for fuch, no fhort-fighted in-
treatics of ours can excule us from taking what he
preparcs for our good. Dut every dofe is prepared
by his own hand, and not one is adminiftered in
vain, nor is it IEPEthd any oftencr than is needful
to anfwer the purpofed end. Till then, no other
hand can remove what he lays upon us; but when
his merciful defign is anfwered, he will relieve us
himfelf; and in the mean time he will fo moderate
the operation, or increale our ability to bear, that
we fhall not be overpowered. It is true, without
a ingle exception,. that all his paths are mercy and
truth to them that fear him.. His love is the fame,
when he wounds as when he heals, when he rakes
away as when he gives: we have reafon to thank

him for all, but mof for the fevere..
1
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I received a letter from you which mentions dear
Mrs s cafe, a very trying one; but in this
likewife we {fee the Lord’s faithfulnefs. Qur own
experience, and all that we obferve of his dealings
with others, may convince us that we need not be
atraid to intruft ourfelves and our deareft concerns
in his hands; for he can and will make every thing
work for good.

How little does the world know of that inter-
courfe which is carried on between heaven and
earth; what petitions are duily prefented, and what
anfwers are received at a throne of grace. O the
blefled privilege of prayer! O the wonderful love,
care, attention, and power of our great Shepherd !
His eye is always vpon usj; when our {pirits are
almoft overwhelmed within us, he knoweth our
path. His ear is always open to us; let who will
overlook and difappoint us, he will not. When
means and hope fail, when every thing looks dari
upon us, when we feem fhut up on every fide,
when we are brought to the loweft ebb, {hil our
help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven
and earth. To him all things are poffible ; and be-
fore the exertion of his power, when he is pleafed
to arife and work, all hindrances give way and
vanith like a mift before the {fun. And he can {o
manifeft himfelf to the foul, and caufe his good-
nefs to pafs before it, that the hour of affliction fhall
be the golden hour of the greateft confolation. He
is the fountain of life, {irength, grace, and comtort,
and of his fullnefs his children receive according to
their oecafions : but this 1s all hidden from the
world ; they have no guide in profperity, but hurry
on as they are inftigated by their blinded paflivns,
and are perpetually multiplying mifchicts and mife-
ries to themielves; and in adverfity they have no re-
fource, but muft feel ali the evil of afil ¢tion, with~
out inward fupport, and without deriving any ad-

vantage
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vantage from it. 'We have therefore caufe for con-
tinual praife. The Lord has given us to know his
name, as a refting-place and a hiding: place, a fun
and a fhield. Circumftances and creatures may
change; but he will be an unchangeable friend.
The way is rough, but he trod it before us, and is
now with us in every ftep we take; and every ftep
brings us nearer to our heavenly home. Qur in-
heritance is furely referved for us, and we {hall be
kept for it by his power through faith. Our pre-
fent ftrength is {mall, and without a frefh fupply
would be quickly exhaufted ; but he has engaged to
renew it from day to day ; and he will foon appear
to wipe all tears from our eyes; and then we fhall
appear with him in glory.

I am very forry if our friend Mr —— appears to
be aiming to reconcile things that are incompatible.
I am indeed afraid that ke has been for fome time
under a decline; and, as you juftly oblerve, we meet
with too many inftances to teach us, that they who
exprefs the warmeft zeal at their firft fetting out do
not always prove the moft fteady and thriving after-
wards ; yet I am willing to hope in this cale, that
ke will revive and flourifth again. Sometimes the
Lord permits thofe whom he loves to wander from
him for a feafony and when his time comes to heal
their backflidings, they walk more humbly, thank-
tully, and fruittully afterwards, from a fenfe of his
abounding mercy, and the knowledge they have by
experience acquired of the deceitfulneis and ingra-
titude of their hearts. I hope and pray it will be
fo with him. Howcver, thefe things for the pre-
fent are grievous ; and utually before the Lord heals
{uch breaches, he makes his people fenfible, that it
1s an evil and bitter thing to forfake him when he
led them by the way.

Indeed London is a dangerous and enfnaring place
to profelors. L account myfelf happy that my lot

13
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is caft at a diftance from it. It appears to me like
a fea, wherein moft are tofled by ftorms, and many
fuler thipwreck. In this retired fituation, I feem
to ftand upon a-cliff ; and while I pity thofe whom
I cannot help, I hug mylelf in the thoughts of be
ing fafe upon the fhore. Not that we are without
our trials here; the evil of our own hearts, and the
devices of Satan, cut us out work enough; but we
are happily fcreened from many things which muft
be either burdenfome or hurtful to thofe who live
in the way of them; fuch as, political difputes,
winds of doftrine, {candals of falle profetlors, para
ties for and againft particular minifters, and fafhion-
able amufements, in {fome meafure eountenanced
by the prefence of perfons in other relpeéts exem-
plary. In this view, I often think of our dear
friend’s expreflion, upon a certain occafien, of the
difference between London and country grace. I
hold itin a twofold {fenfe. By London grace, when
genuine, I underftand grace in a very advanced de-
gree., The favoured few who are kept alive to
God, fimple-hearied, and {piritually minded, (I
mean efpecially in genteel life), in the midft of fuch
fnares and temptations, appear to me to be the firft-
rate Chriftians of the land: I adore the power of
the Lord in them, and compare them to the young
men who walked unhurt in the midft of the fire.
In another fenfe, the phrale London grace conveys
no great idea to me. I think there is no place n
the kingdom where a perfon may fet up tor a pro-
feflor upon a fmaller ftock. If people can abftain
from open immoralities, if they will fly to all parts
of the town to hear fermons, if they can talk a-
bout the doétrines of the gofpel, if they have fome-
thing to fay upon that ufeleis queftion, Who is the
beft preacher ? if they can attain to a fpeaking ac-
quaintance with fome of an acknowledged charac-

ter,, then they expet to pafs mufter.. I am afraid
there
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there are many who, upon no better evidences than
thefe, deceive both themlelves and others for a
courfe of years. Though I feel not in a writing
cue to-day, I have almoit fitled the fheet fomehow;
and if a line or a word may bc a means of {uge
gefting a feafonable and comfortable thought to
you, I have my end. Through mercy we are all
pretty well. My foul is kept alive as 1t were by mi-
racle. I feel much inward warfare; the enemy
thrufts fore at me, that I may fall; and I have
abundant cxperience of the evil and deceitfulnefs
of my heart; but the Lord is gracious, and, in the
midft of all confli¢ts, I have a peace {pringing from
the knowledge of his power and grace, and a con-
fideration that I have been helped to commit myfelf
to him. -
I am, &c.
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LETTER V,

1769,
E are much obliged to you for your late vi-
fit; and I am glad to find that the Lord is
plealed to give you fome tokens of his prefence
when you are with us, becaufe I hope it will en-
courage you to come again. I ought to be very
thankful that our Chriftian friends in general are
not wholly difappointed of a blefling when they vifit
us.
I hope the Lord will give me an humble fenfe of
what I am, and that broken and contrite frame of
heart in which he delights. This is to me the
chief thing. I had rather have more of the mind
that was in Chrift, more of a meek, quiect, refigned,
peaceful,
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peaceful, and loving difpofition, than to enjoy the
greateft meafure of {fenfible comforts, if the confe.
quence fhould be (as perhaps it would) fpiritual
pride, {elt-fufhiciency, and a want of that tender-
nels to others which becomes one who has reafon w0
ftyle himielf the chier of finners. I know indeed
that the proper tendency of {enfible confolations is
to humble ; but I can fee, that through the depra-
vity of human nature they have not always that ¢fa
fect.  And I have been fometimes difgufted with an
apparent want of humility, an air of felf-will and
{elf-importance, in perfons of whofe fincerity I could
not at all doubt. It has kept me from envying them
thofe pleafant frames with which they have fome-
times been favoured 3 for I believe Satan i1s never
nearer us than at fome times when we think our-
{clves neareft the Lord.

What reafon have we to charge our {ouls in Da-
vid’s words, ¢ My foul, wait thou only upon God.”
A great ftrefs thould be laid upon that word only.
We dare not entirely {hut him out of our regards,
but we are too apt to {uffer fonmthmg to thare with -
him. This evd difpofition 4s. deeply fixed in our
hearts; and the Lord orders all his difpenfations
towards us with a view to rooting it out; that,
being wearied with repeated difappointments, we
may at length be compelled to betake ourfelves to
him alone.. Why elfe do we experience {o many
changes and crofles ! why are we {o often in heavi-
nefs ? We know that he delights in the pleafure
and profperity of his {ervants ; that he does not wil-
lingly afflict or grieve his children; but there is 2
neceflity on our parts, in order to teach us that we
nave no ftability in ourfelves, and that no creature
can do us good but by his appointment. Whilc
the people of Ifrael depended upon him for food,
they gathered up the manna every morning in the

field; but when they would hoard it up in their
houics.
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houfes, that they might have a ftock within them-
{clves, they had it without his blefling, and it pro-
ved good for nothing; it foon bred worms, and
erew offenfive. We may often oblerve fomething
like this occurs both in our temporal and {piritual
concerns. 'The Lord gives us a dear friend to our
comfort; but ere long we torget that the friend is
enly the channel of conveyance, and that all the
comfort is from himfelf. To remind us of this,
the ftream is dried up, the {riend torn away by death,
or removed far from us, or perhaps the friendfhip
ceafes, and a coolnels infenfibly takes place, we
know not how or why : the true reafon is, that
when we rejoiced amifs in our gourd, the Lord, for
our good, fent a worm to the root of it.  Inftances
of this kind are innumerable; and the great infer-
ence from them all, Ceale from man, ceafe from
creatures, for wherein are they to be accounted of ?
My foul, wait thou only, only upon the Lord, who
is {(according to the expreflive phrafe, Heb. iv. 13.)
he with whom we have to do for foul and body, for
time and eternity, 'What thanks do we owe, that
though we have not yet attained perfedily this greae
leffon, vet we are admitied into that {chool where
alone it can be learnt; and though we are poor,
dow {fcholars, the great and effectual teacher to
whom we have been encouraged and enabled to
apply, can and will bring us forward? He com-
municates not only inftrutions, but capacities and
powers, There i1s none like himj; he can make
the blind to fee, the deaf to hear, and the dumb to
ipeak : and how. great is his condefcenfion and
pattence ! how does he accommodate himfelf to
our weaknefs, and teach us as we are able to bear!
Lhough all are very dunces when he firft receives
them, not one was ever turned out as incapable,
for he makes them what he would have them to be.

O that we may fet him always before us, and con-
fider
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fider every difpenfation, perfon, thing, we meet in
the courfe of every day as meflengers from him,
each bringing us fome line of inftruélion for us to
copy into that day’s experience. Whatever pafles
within us or around us may be improved (when he
teaches us how) as a perpetual commentary upon
his good word. If we converfe and obferve with
this view, we may learn fomething every moment,
where-ever the path of duty leads us, in the firects
as well as in the clofet, and from the converfation
of thofe who know not God (when we cannot
avoid being prefent at it) as well as from thofe who
do.

Separation of dear friends is, as you obferved,
hard to fleth and blood ;5 but grace can make it to-
lerable. I have an abiding perfuafion that the
Lord can eafily give more than ever he will take
away. Which part of the alternative muft be my
lot, or when, he only knows; but in general I can
rely on him to appoint the tine, the manner ; and
I truft his promife of ftrength fuited to the day
fhall be made good. Therefore I can for the moft
part rejoice, that all things are in the hand and
under the direétion of him who knows our frame,
and has himfelf borne our griefs and carried our
{forrows in his own body. A time of weeping
muit come, but the morning of joy will make
amends for all. 'Who can expound the meaning
of that one expreflion, “ An exceeding and eternal
““ weight of glory ?” The cafe of unconverted
friends is ftill more burdenfome to think of; but
we have encouragement and warrant to pray and
to hope. He who called us can eafily call others:
and he feldom lays a defire of this fort very clofely
and warmly upon the hearts of his people, but
when it is his gracious defign fooner or later to
give an anfwer of peace. However, it becomes us

%0 be thankful for ourfelves, and to bow our
anxietics
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anxieties and reafonings before his fovereign will,
who doth as he pleafes with his own.

Methinks winter is your {fummer. You have
been like the bee, collecting from many flowers;
I hope you will carry good {tore of honey home
with you. May you find the Lord there, and he
can eafily fupply the failure of means and creatures.
We cannot be in any place to fo much advantage
as where the call of duty leads. What we cannot
avoid may we chearfully {fubmit to, and not in-
dulge a vain thought that we could chufe a better
fitnation for ourfelves (all things confidered) than
he has chofen for us.

When we have opportunity of enjoying many
ordinances, it is a mercy to be able to prize and
improve them; but when he cuts us fhort fora
feafon, if we wait upon him, we fhall do well with-
out them. OSecret prayer, and the good word, are
the chief wells from whence we draw the water of
falvation. Thefe will keep the foul alive when
creature ftreams are cut off; but the richeft variety
of public means, and the clofeft attendance upon
them, will leave us lean and pining in the midft of
plenty, if we are remifs and formal in the other
two. I think David never appears in a more lively
frame of mind than when he wrote the 42d, 63d,
and 84th Pfalms, which were all penned in a dry
land, and at a diftance from the public ordi-
nances.

Iam, &ec.

LET.
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1772.

I Had been wifhing to hear from you, that I might
know where to write. I hope I can affure you
of a friendly {ympathy with you in your trials. I
can in fome meafure guefs at what you feel, from
what I have feen and felt myfelf in cafes where I
have been nearly concerned. But my compaflion,
though fincere, is inefte¢tual: if I can pity, I can.
not relieve. All I can do is, as the Lord enables
me, to remember you both before him.  But there
is one whofe compafhion is infinite. The love and
tendernefs of ten thoufand earthly friends, of ten
thoufand mothers towards their fucklings, if com-
pared with his, are lefs than a drop of water to the
ocean : and his power Is infinite too. Why then
do our {ufferings continue, when he is fo com-
paflionate, and could remove them with a word?
Surely, if we cannot give the particular reafons,
(which yet he will acquaint us with hereafter,
John, xiii. 7.), the general reafon is at hand j he
affli¢ts not for his own pleature, but for our profit;
to make us partakers of his holinefs, and becaufc

he loves us.

Fudge not the Lord by feeble fenfe,
But truft him for his grace -

Bebind a frowning providence
He hides a fmiling face.

I with you much comfort from David’s thought,
Plal. cxlii. 3. * When my {pirit was overwhelmed
¢ within me, thou knewcft my path.” The Lord

is not withdrawn to a great diftance, but his eye is
'LIPGIJ
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upon you, and he {ees you not with the indifrer-
ence of a mere fpeltater; but he oblerves with at.
tention, hie knows, he confiders your path: yea, he
appoints it, and every circumftance about it is un-
der his direftion. Your trouble began at the hour
he faw beft; it could not come before, and he has
marked the degree of it to a hair’s breadth, and
the duration to a minute. He knows likewife how
your {pirit is affeCted ; and fuch fupplies of grace
and ftrength, and in fuch feafons.as he fees need-
ful, he will afford. So that when things appear
darkeft, you fhall ftill be able to {ay, Though
chaftened, not killed. Therefore hope in God,
for you fhall vet praife him.

[ {hall pray that the Bath waters may be bene-
ficial ; and that the waters of the fanctuary there
may be healing and enlivening to you all. Our
all-fufficient God can give feafons of refreihment
in the darkeft hours, and break through the
thickeft clouds of outward (affli¢tion) or diftrefs.
To you 1t is given not only to believe in Jefus, but
to fufter for his fake: for {a we do, not only when
we are called to follow him to imprifonment or
death, but when he enables us to bear afliétive dif-
penfations with due fubmiflion and patience. Then
he 15 glorified : then his grace and power are ma-
nifefted in us. The world, fo far as they know
our cafe, have a proof before them that our reli-
gion is not merely notional, but that there is a
power and reality in it.  And the Lord’s people
are encouraged by whar they fee of his faithfulnefs
to ourfelves.  And there are more eyes upon us
ftill.  'We are a {peltacle to the univerfe, to angels
as well as to men. | Chear up: the Lord has put
you in your prefent trying fituation, that you may
have the fairer opportunity of adorning your pro-
teflion of the gofpel; and though you fuffer much,
he is able to make you abundant amends. Nox

need
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need I remind you that he has fuffered unfpeakably
more for you: he drank for your fake a cup of
unmixed wrath, and only puts into your hand a
cup of affliction mixed with many mercies.

The account you gave of the poor man detained
in the inn was very affeting. Such fcenes are or
thould be inftructive, to teach us refignation under
the trials we muft mect with every day. For not
only are we vifited lefs than our iniquities have
defcrved, but much lefs then many of our fellow-
creatures daily meet with. We need not look about
far or long to find others in a worf{e fituation than
ourfelves. If a fit of the gout or cholic is fo
grievous and {o hard to bear, what do we owe 1o
him who delivered us from that place of unutter.
able torment, where there is weeping, wailing, and
enafhing of teeth for ever, without hope or re-
ipite¢ and if we cannot help interefiing ourfelves
in the groans of a ftranger, how ought the groans
of Jefus to be as it were continually founding in
our ears? What are all other fufferings compared
to his? And yet he endured them freely. He
needed not to have borne them, if he would have
left us to perifh; but fuch was his love, he died
that we might live, and endured the fierceft agonies
that he might open to us the gate of everlafting
peace and happinefs. How amazingly perverfe i
my heart, that I can be more affeted with a me-
lancholy ftory in a newf{paper concerning perfons
I never faw, than with all that I read of his bitter
paflion in the garden and on the crofs, thoughl
profefs to believe he endured it all for me. O it
we could always behold him by faith as evidently
crucified before our eyes, how would it compole
our {fpirits as to all the fweets and bitters of this
poor life! What a banner would it prove againtt
all the fnares and temptations whereby Satan would

draw us into ¢vil; and what a firm ground of con-
fidencg
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fidence would it afford us amidit the conflilts we
fuftain from the working of unbelief and indwell«
ing fin ! I long for more of that faith which is the
fubftance of things hoped for, and the evidence of
things not feen, that I may be preferved humble,
thankful, watchful, and dependent. To behold
the glory and the love of Jefus is the only effeftual
way to participate of his image.

We are to fet out to-night from the Interpreter's
houfe towards the hill difhculty, and hope to be
favoured with a fight of the crofs by the way. To .
ftand at the foot of it, with a foftened heart and
melting eyes 3 to forget our fins, forrows, and bur-
dens, while we are wholly fwallowed up in the
contemplation of him who bore our fins in his own
body upon the tree, is certainly the moft defirable
fituation on this fide the grave. To fpeak of it, and
to fee it by the light of the Spirit, are widely dif~
ferent things : and though we cannot always enjoy
this view, yet the remembrance of what we have
feen is an excellent means of encouragement to
mount the hill, and to face the lions.

I believe I fhall hardly find leifure to fill my pa-
per this time. It is now OSaturday evening, and
- growing late. I am juft returned from a ferious
walk, which is my ufual manner of clofing the
week when the weather is fine. [ endeavour to
join in heart with the Lord’s minifters and people,
who are feeking a blefling on to-morrow’s ordinan-
ces, At fuch times I elpecially remember thofe
friends with whom I have gone to the houfe of the
Lord in company, confequently you are not forgot.
I ean venture to aflure you, that if you have a va-
lue for our prayers, you have a frequent fhare in
them, yea, are loved and remembered by many
here; but as we are forgetful creatures, I hope you
will always refrefh our memory, and quicken our
prayers by a yearly vifit. In the morning I fhall

Vor. I, " K think
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think of you again. What a multitude of eyes and
hearts will be direted to our Redeemer to-mor-
row ! He has a2 numerous and neceflitons family,
but he is rich enough to fupply them all, and his
tender compaffions extend to the meaneft and moft
unworthy. Like the fun, he can chear and en-
lighten thoufands and millions at once, and give
to each as bountifully as if there were no more to
partake of his favour. His beft bleflings are not
diminithed by being fhared among many. The
greateft earthly monarch would foon be poor if he
was to give a little (though but a little) to all his
fubjeéts; but Jefus has unfearchable, inexhauftible
viches of grace to beftow. The innumerable aflem-
bly before the throne have been all fupplied from
his fullnefs, and yet there is enough and to {pare
for us alfo, and for- all that fhall come after us.
May he’ give us an eager appetite, an hunger and
thirft that will not be put off with any thing fhort
of the bread of life; and then we may confidently
open our mouths wide, for he has promifed to fill

them.
I am, &ec.
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LETTER VIL

1773
Sincc I wrote laft, the Lord has been gracious
to us here. He crowned the laft year with his
goodnefs, and renews his benefits to us every day.
He has been pleafed to blefs the preaching of his
gofpel amongft us, both to confolation and con-
viGtion ; and feveral are, I hope, earneftly fecking

Rim, who were lately dead in trefpafics and ];insi
o Dear

*



Let, 7 Letters £y Mrs 219

Dear Mr was releafed from all his come.
plaints the 25th of November. A few days before
his death he was enabled to fpeak more intelligibly
than ufual for about a quarter of an hour, and ex-
prefled a comtortable hope, which was a great fa-
tistaltion to us; for though we had not the leaft
doubt of his being built upon the rock, it was to
us an anfwer to prayer that he could again fpeak -
the language of faith ; and much prayer had been
made on this account, elpecially that very evening,.
After that night he {poke lirtle, and hardly took
any notice, but continued chiefly drowfy till he
died. I preached his funeral fermon from Lam. iii.
11, 32, 33. Mrs L——’s complaint grows worfe
and worfe; fhe fuffers much in her body, and has
much more perhaps to fufter; but her confolations
in the Lord abound. He enables her to maina
tain faith, patience, and {ubmiflion, in an exem-
plary manner, and fhews us, in his dealings with
her, that he is all-fufficient and faithful to thofe
who put their truft in him. 1am glad to hear that
you had comfortable feafons while at Bath., It is
indeed a great mercy that God’s ordinances are
citablifhed in that place of diffipation; and I hope
many who go there with no higher view than to
drink the Bath waters, will be brought to draw
with joy the waters of life from thofe wells of fal-
vation. He does nothing in vain, and when he
aiffords the means, we may confidently hope he
will beftow the blefling, The diffipation of {pirit
you complain of, when you are in a flrange place,
s I fuppofe felt by moft, if not by all, who can
be fatisiied in no place without fome token of the
Lord’s prefence. I confider it rather as an infir~
mity than a fin, firictly fpeaking; though all our
infirmities are finful, being the effe@s of a depraved
nature, In our prefent circumftances new things
€xcite new ideas, and wlizn our ufual courfe of life

2 is
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is broken in upon, it disjoints and unfettles our
thoughts. It is a proof of our weaknefs: it may
and ought to be lamented ; but I believe we fhall
not get the better of it, till we leave the mortal
body to moulder into duft. Perhaps few fuffer
more inconvenience from this article than myfelf,
which is one reafon why I love home, and feldom
leave it without fome reluétance: and it is one
reafon why we fhould love heaven, and long for the
hour when, at liberty from all incumbrance, we
{hall {ee the Lord without a wail, and ferve him
without diftration. The Lord, by his providence,
feconds and confirms the declarations of his word
and miniftry. Much we read and much we hear
concerning the emptinefs, vanity, and uncertainty
of the prelent ftate. When our minds are en.
lightened by his Holy Spirit, we receive and ac-
knowledge what his word declares to be truth: yet
if we remain long without changes, and our path is
very {mooth, we are for the moft part but faintly
aflefted with what we profefs to believe. DBut
when fome of our deareft friends are taken from us,
the lives of others threatened, and we ourfelves arc
brought low with pain and ficknefs, then we not
only fay but fee/ that this muft not, cannot be our
reft. You have had feveral exercifes of this kind
of late in your family, and I truft you will be able
to fet your feal to that gracious word, That though
afflictions in themfelves are not joyous, but grie-
vous, yet in due feafon they yield the peaceful fruits
of righteoufnefs, Various and bleffed are the frus
they produce. By affliCtion prayer is quickened,
for our prayers are very apt to grow languid and
formal in a time of eafe. Affli¢tion greatly helps
us to underftand the {criptures, efpecially the pro-
mifes, moft of which being made to times of trouble,
we cannot o well know their fullnefs, fweetnels,

and certainty, as when we have been in the fi-
tuation
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tuation to which they are fuited, have been en-
abled to trult and plead them, and found them ful-
filled in our own cafe. We are ufually indebted
to affliction as the means or occafion of the moft
fignal difcoveries we are favoured with of the wif-
dom, power, and faithftulnefs of the Lord. Thele
are beit obferved by the evident proofs we have that
he is near to {upport us under trouble, and that he
can and does deliver us out of it.  Ifrael would not
have feen fo much of the Lord’s arm outitretched
in their behalf, had not Pharanh opprefied, op-
pofed, and purfued them. AfHlittions are defigned
likewife for the manifeftation of our fincerity to
ourfelves and to others. When faith endures the
fire, we know 1t to be of the right kind; and others,
who fee we are brought fafe out, and lofe nothing
but the drofs, will confefs that God is with us of
2 wuth, Dan.iii. 27. 28,  Surely this thought
{lrould reconcile us to {uffer, not only with patience
but with chearfulnefs, if God may be glorified in
us. This made the Apolftle rejoice in wribulation,
that the power of Chrift might be noriced, as reft-
ing upon him and working mightily in him, Many
of our graces likewife cannot thrive or fhew thems
{clves to advantage without trials, fuch as refigna-
tion, patience, meeknefs, long-fuffering. I ob-
ferve fome of the London porters do not appear
to be very {trong men 3 yet they will trudge along
under a burden which {ome {touter people could
not carry fo well: the reafon is, that they are ac
cuftomed to carry burdens, and by continual exer
cife their fhoulders acquire a {trength fuited to their
work. It is fo in the Chriftian life ; aétivity and
ftrength of grace is not ordinarily acquired by thofe
who fit fiill and live at eafe, but by thofe who fre-
quently meet with fomething which requires a full
exertion of what power the Lord has given them.
So again, it is by our own fufferings we learn to

K3 pity
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pity and fympathife with others in their fuflerings
{uch a compaflionate difpofition, which excites ous
teelings for the afflited, is an eminent branch of
the mind which was in Chrift. But thefe feelings
would be very faint, if we did not in our ex-
perience know what forrows and temptations mean.,
Affli¢tions do us good likewife, as they make us
more acquainted with what is in our own hearts,
and thereby promote humiliation and {elf-abafement.
‘Yhere are abominations which, like nefts of via
pers, lie {fo quietly within, that we hardly fufpe&
they are there till the rod of affliCtion roufes them;
then they hifs and fhew their venom. - This difco-
very is indeed very diftrefling; yet, till it is made,
we are prone to think ourfelves much lefs vile than
we really are, and cannot fo heartily abhor ours
felves and repent in duft and afhes.

But I muft write a fermon rather than a letter,
if I would enumerate all the good fruits which, by
the power of {anltifying grace, are produced from
this bitter tree. May we, under our feveral trials,
find them all revealed in ourfelves, that we may
not complain of having {uffered in vain. While
we have {uch a depraved nature, and live in fuch a
poiluted world ; while the roots of pride, vanity,
felf-dependence, felf-fecking, are {o firong withia
us, we need a variety of fharp difpenfations to keep
us from forgetting ourfelves, and from cleaving to

the duft.
I am, &c.

LET-
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HE very painful illnefs which Mrs fo
long endured, had doubtlefs not only prepa-

red you to expect the news of her difmiffion, but
made you more willing to refign her. You are be-
reaved of a valuable friend : but life in her circumn-
ftances was burdenfome ; and who can be {orry to
confider her now as freed from all fuffering, and
poflefled of all happinefs? But befides this, truit
the Lord has favoured ycu with an habitual fenfe ot
the wildom and propricty of all his appoinunents 3
jo that, when his will is manifefted by the event, you
are enabled to fay, * Allis well.” I was dumb,
“ and opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didft
“ it,” She is gone a little before you; and after a
tew more changes, you will meet her again to un-
fpeakable advantage, and rejoice together before
the throne for ever. There every tear will be wiped
away, and you fhall weep no more, The Lord
could have prevented the caufe of her great {uffer-
ings; but I doubt not he afili¢ted her in wildom
and mercy: he could eafily have reftored her to
health; but the time was haftening when he pura
pofed to have her with him where he is, that the
might behold his glory, and have all the defires he
put into her heart. abundantly fatished. Precious
in his fight is the death of his faints, and every cir=
crnftance under the diretion of infinite wifdom.
His fovereignty forbids us to fay, Why haft thou
done this ! And his love affures that he does all
things well. I have loft a friend likewife : T believe
I may fay few perfons, . not immediatcly related to
her, could value her more highly than myfelf; and

K¢ though.
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though of late years I could not have the pleafure
of her company, it was a conftant {atisfaction to me
to know I had fuch a friend. '

MrT ’s ficknefs and dcath followed im.
mediately upon this firoke. 1 doubt not but you
have been much affefted with this difpenfation
likewife. DBut here again we have the fame ftrong
hold to retreat to: Lhe Lord has done it.  What
a pleafing profpet of increafing ufefulnefs is now
interrupted | How many will mourn his lofs ¢
Yet we are fure the work which the Lord had ap-
pointed him was finithed. They who loved his
minifiry, and were profited by it, are left appa-
rently deftitute; but Jefus, the good Shepherd, is
able to take care of his own, and will fulfil his
promife to them all.  He has faid, Verily they fhall
be fed.

We have had trying and dying times here : half
my time almoft has been taken up with vifiting
the fick. I have feen death in a variety of forms,
and have had frequent occafion of obferving how
infignificant many things, which are now capable
of giving us pain or pleafure, will appear, when
the foul is brought near to the borders of eternity.
All the concerns which relate folely to this life will
then be found as trivial as the traces of a dream
from which we are awakened. Nothing will then
comfort us but the knowledge of Jefus and hislove;
nothing grieve us but the remembrance of our un-
faithful carriage to him, and what poor returns we
made to his abundant goodnefs. The Lord forbid
that this thought fhould break our peace! No,
faith in his name may forbid our fear, though we
fhall fee and confefs we have been unprofitable fer-
vants. There fhall be no condemnation to them
that are in him 3 but furely thame and humiliabuu
will accompany us to the very threfhold of heaven,

and ought to do fo. I furely fhall then be more af-
feted
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fected than I am now with the coolnefs of my
love, the faintnefs of my zeal, the vanity of my
heart, and my undue attachment to the things of
time. O thefe clogs, fetters, vales, and mountains,
which obftrut my courfe, darken my views,
flacken my pace, and difable me in fervice ! Well
it is for me that I am not under the law, but under
grace.

To-morrow is the Sabbath. T am ufually glad
when it returns, though it feldom finds me in that
frame of mind which I would defire. But it is my
happinefs to live amongft many who count the
hours from one ordinance to another.  I'know they
pray that I may be a meflenger of peace, and an in-
firument of good to their fouls; and I have caufe
to hope their prayers are in a meafure anfwered.
For their fakes, as much as my own, Iam glad to go-
up to the houfe of the Lord. O that in watering
others I may be alfo watered myfelf ! 1 have beer
praying that to-morrow may be a day of power
with you and with us, and with all that love Jefus
in fincerity 5 that we may fee his glory, and taite
his.love in the fanctvary. When it is thug, the
Sabbath is a blefled day indeed, an earneft of hea-
ven. There they keep an everlafting Sabbath, and
ceale not night or day admiring the riches of re-
deeming love, and adoring him who wafhed his
pecople from their fins in his own blood. To have
fuch imperfeét communion with them as is in this
{tate artainable in-this plealing exercife, is what
alone can make life worth the name, For this |
figh and long, and cry to the Lord to rend the vait
of unbelief, fcatter the clouds of ignorance, and
break down the walls which fin is daily building up
to hide him from my eves. I hopel can fay, my
lou! is athirlt for God, and nothing lefs ihan
the light of his countenance can fatisfy me.. Blefled
b¢ his name for the defire : it is his own gift, and

Ky hz
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he never gives it in vain. He will afford us a tafte
of the water of life by the way; and ere long we
fhall drink abundantly at the fountain-head, and
have done with complaint for ever. May we be
thankful for what we receive, and ftill earneftly de-
firons of more. |

Iam, &Ca

FIVE
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LETTER L

My dear Mifs, Auguft —1772.

THE Lord brought us home in peace. My vi-

fit to ——— was agreeable, and I fhall often
think of it with pleafure; though the deadnefs and
_drynefs of my own {pirit, a good part of the time
I was there, proved a confiderable abatement. I
am eager enough to converfe with the Lord’s people,
when at the fame time I am backward and indifpo-
fed to communion with the Lord himfelf. The
two ¢vils charged upon Ifrael of old, a pronenefs
to forfake the fountain of living waters, and to
truft to broken cifterns, (which can do me no
good unlefs he fupplies them), run through the
whole of my experience abroad and at home. A
few drops of grace in my fellow-worms endear them
to me exceedingly. If I expedt to fee any Chriftian
friends, Icount the hours till we meet; I promife
myfelf great benefit ; bur if the Lord withdraws his
influence, the beft of them prove to me but clouds
without water. It was not, however, wholly fo
with me all the time I ftaid with my friends; but I
fuffer much in learning to depend upon the Lord
alone : I have been at this leflon many a long year;
but am fo poor and dull a {cholar, that I have not
yet made any tolerable progrefs in jt. I think I re-
ceived fome inftruction and advantage where I little
expefted it; ¥ mean at Mr Cox’s Mufeum. The
efforts of his ingenuity amazed me, while at the
{fame time I was ftruck with their infignificance.,

His fine things were curious beyond all I had any
| idea
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idea of ; and yet what are they better than toys and
amufements, fuited to the tafte of children! And
notwithftanding the variety of their motions, they
were all deftitute of life. There is unfpeakably
more wifdom and contrivance in the mechanifm of
a butterﬂy or a bee, that flies unnoticed in the fields,
than in all his apparatus put together. But the
works of God are difregarded, while the feeble imi-
tations of them!which men can producc gain uni-
verfal applaufe.

If you and I could make felf -moving dvagons and
elephants, what would it profit us ? Blefled be
God, that he bas given us fome glimpfes of his wif~
dom and love! by which our hearts, more hard and
lifelefs by nature than the ftones in; the fireet, are
confirained and enabled to move upwards, and to

feek after the Lord. He has given us in his word
a greater treafure than all that we ever beheld with

our eyes, and a hope which fhall flourith when the
earth and all its works fhall be burnt up. What
will all the fine things of men’s device be worth in
that day ?
I think the paflage you refer to in Mr ——

juftly exceptionable. His intention is good, and
the miftake he would cenfure very dangerous?y but
he might have explained himielf more clearly. 1
apprehend he and you do not mean the {ame thing
by being in the dark. It is not an uncomfortable,
but a carelefs frame which he would cenfure. They
who walk in darknefs and fee no. light, and yet
are exhorted to ftay themfelves upon God, Ifa. I,
10. are faid to hearken to the voice of his fervant.
Though they cannot {fee the Lord, they are feek-
ing and mourning after him, and waiting in the
ufe of means, and walrmg agamﬁ fin. Mr —
had another fet of people in view, who truft in the
notions of gofpel truth, or fome paft convidtions

and comforts ;. though at prefent they give ro
_evidenss
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evidence of {piritual defires, but are worldly ia
their {pirit and converfation; talk -of trufting in
the Lord ; account it a weaknefs to doubt of their
ftate, and think all is well, becaufe they profefs to
believe the dorines of grace. In a word, it is the
darknefs of fin and floth, not the occafional darke
nefs of an exercifed foul, againft which his obfer-
vation i3 pointed. Or if indeed he meant more
than this,- we are not obliged to believe him. Re-
member your privilege; you have the Bible in
your hands, and are not bound to follow books or
preachers any farther than what they deliver agrees
with the oracles of truth.. We have great reafon
to be thankful for the inftruttions and writings of
{piritual men, but they are all fallible even as our-
felves. One is our mafter, even Chrift : what he
fays we are to receive implicitly; but we do not
owe implicit fubjection to the beft of our fellowa
creatures. The Bereans were commended that they
would not take even the Apoftle Paul upon truft,
but fearched the fcriptures to ifee whether theie
things were fo. May the Lord give us a fpirit of
humility and difcernment in all things,
1am, &c.

LETTUER IL

May 4. 17473..

MEthinks it s high time to afk you how you
do, to thank you for your laft letter, and to

let you know, that though neceflity makes me {lack
in writing, yet I can and do often think of you.
My filence has been fometimes owing to want of
leifure ;. and fometimes, when I could have found
- leifure,
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leifure, my harp has been out of tune, and I had
no heart to write. Perhaps you are ready to infer,
by my fitting down to write at laft, that my harp
1s now well tuned, and I have fomething extraor-
dinary to offer: beware of thinking fo, left you
fhould be fadly difappointed. Should I make my-
felf the fubject, I could give you at prefent but 2
mournful ditty. I fuppofe you have heard I have
been ill; through mercy I am now well. But in-
deed I muft farther tell you, that when I was fick
I was well; and fince the Lord has removed my
illnefs I have been much worfe. My illnefs was
far from violent in itfelf, and was greatly fweetened
by a calm {ubmiffive frame the Lord gave me un.
der it. My heart feemed more alive to him then
than it has done fince my cough, fever, and deaf-
nefs have beén removed. Shall I give you an-
other bit of a riddle, that notwithftanding the ma-
ny changes I pafs through I am always the fame?
‘This is the very truth : ¢ In me, that is, in my flefh,
‘ dwelleth no good thing;” fo that if fometimes
my {pirit is in a meafure humble, lively, and de-
pendent, it is not I am grown better than I was,
but the Lord is pleafed to put forth his gracious
power in my weaknefs: and when my heart is dry
and ftupid, when I can find no pleafure in waiting
upon God, it is not becaufe I am worlfe than 1 waz
before, but enly the Lord fees it beft that I {hould
feel as well as fay what a poor creature I am. My
heart was once like a dungeon, out of the reach of
day and always dark: the Lord by his grace has
been pleated to make this dungeon a room, by
putting windows in it; but I need not tell you,
that though windows will tranfmir the daylight in-
to 2 room, they cannot fupply the want of i
When the day is gone, windows are of little uic;
when the day returns, the room is enlightened by

them again.  ‘Thus, unlefs the Lord ihines, I can-
not
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not retain to-day the light I had yefterday; and
though his prefence makes a delightful difference,
I have no more to boaft of in myfelf at one time
than another; yet when it is dark, I am war-
ranted to expedt the return of light again. When
he is with me, all goes on pleafantly; when he
withdraws, I find I can do nothing without him. I
aced not wonder that I find it fo, for it muit be
fo of courfe, if I am what I confels myfelf to be,
a poor, helplefs, finful creature in myfelf. Nor
need I be over much difcouraged, fince the Lord
has promifed to help thofe who can do nothing
without him, not thofe who can make a tolerable
fhift to help themielves. Through mercy he does
not fo totally withdraw, as to leave me without any
power or will to cry for his return. I hope he
maintains in me at all times a defire of his prefences
yet it becomes me to wait for him with patience,
and to live npon his faithfelnefs, when I can feel
nothing but evil in myfelf.

In your letter, after having complained of your
inability, you fay you converfe with many who
find it otherwife, who can go whenever they will
to the Father of mercies with a child-like con-
fidence, and never return without an anfwer, an
an{wer of peace. If they only mean thar they are
favoured with an eftablifhed faith, and can fee that
the Lord is always the fame, and that their right
to the bleflings of the covenant is not at all affeted
by their unworthinefs, I with you and I had more
experience of the fame privilege. In general, the
Lord helps me to aim at it, though I find it fome-
times difficult to hold faft my confidence.  But if
they fpeak abfolutely with refpet to their frames,
that they not only have {omething to fupport them
under their changes, but meet with no changes
that require fuch fupport, I muft fay it is well that
they do not live here; if they did, they would not

know
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know how to pity us, and we thould not know how
to underftand them. We have an enemy at ——
that fights againft our peace, and I know not one
amongft us but often groans under the warfare,
I advife you: not to be troubled by what you hear
of other folks experience, but keep clofe to the
written word, where you will meet with much to
encourage you, though you often feel yourfeif
weary and heavy laden.  For my own part, 1 like
that path beft which is well beaten by the footfteps
of the flock, though it is not always pleafant and
ftrewed with flowers. In cwr way we find fome
hills, from whence we can chearfully look about
us; but we meet with deep valleys likewife, and
{eldom travel long upon even ground.
I am, c.

LN LW LN AN LNV

LETTER IL

1775

I Am fatisfied with your anfwer to my queition:

we are not proper judges of each other’s circum-
ftances, and 1 am in fome meafure weaned from
judging haftily, that what would not be convenient
for me muft therefore neceflarily be wrong for an-
other. However, my folicitude for your welfare
made me venture to drop a hint, as [ was per-
fuaded you would take it in good part. Indeed all
fituations and circumitances ({uppofing them not
finful in themfclves, and that we are lawfully ple-
ced in them) are nearly alike, In London 7 am i
a crowd, «in the coantry Iam fure there is a crowd
in me. To what purpofe do I boaft of . retirement,
when 1 am peftered by a legion in every place!

How
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How often, when I am what T call alone, may my
mind be compared to a puppet-fhew, a fair, a
Newgate, or any of thofe {cenes where folly, noife,
and wickednefs moft abound? On the contrary,
fometimes I have enjoyed {weet recolleciion and
compofure where I could have hardly expelted it.
But ftill, though the power be all of the Lord, and

we of ourfelves can do nothing, it is both cur duty
and our wildom to be attentive to the ufe of ap-
pointed means on the one hand, and on the other,
watchful againft thofe things which we find by
experience have a tendency to damp our fervour,
or to diflipate our {pirits. A comfortable intimacy
with a fellow-worm capnot be maintained without
a certain delicacy and circumfpection, a ftudioufa
nefs in improving opportunities of pleing, and in
avoiding what is known to be offeniive. For
though love will make large allowances for invo-
luntary miftakes, it cannot eafily brook a flight.
We adt thus as it were by inftinét towards thofe
vhom we dearly love, and to whom we feel our-
felves greatly obliged : and happy wre they who are
moft influenced by this fentiment in their walk be-
forec the Lord. Bat alas! here we are chargeable
with fuch incoufifiencics as we fhould he gready
alhamed of in common life. And well it is for us
that the Lord’s thoughts and ways are above ours,
and that he is infinite in mcrey as well as in powers
for furely our deareft friends would have been wea-
1y of us, and have renounced us long agn, had we
behaved to them as we have too often done to him,
He is God and not man, and therefore he fill waits
to be gracious, though we have fo often trifled
with him. Surely we may well fay with the pro-
phet, ¢ Who is a God like unto thee, that par-
“ doneth iniquity !” His tendernefs and forbearance

towards his own people (whofe fins being commit-
ted
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ted againit love, and light, and experience, are more
aggravated than others) is aftonithing indeed. But,
oh ! may the times paft fuffice to have grieved his
Spirit, and may we be enabled from henceforth to
ferve him with a fingle eye and a fimple heart, to
be faithful to every intimation of his will, and to
make him our All in all!

Mr has been here, and I have been with
him at fince his return. We feem glad
to be together when we can. When I am with
him [ feel quite at home and at cafe, and can tell
him (fo far as I dare tell a creature) all that is in
my heart: A plain proof, that union of fpirit de.
pends no more upon an exact uniformity of {fenti.
ment than on a uniformity of prayers: for in fome
points of dotrine we differ confiderably; but I
truft I agree with him in the views I have of the
excellency, fuitablenefs, and fufficiency of the Sa.
viour, and of his right to reign without a rival in
the hearts of his redeemed people.  An experimen.
tal knowledge of Jefus, as the deliverer from /in
and wrath, and the author of eternal life and fal-
vation to all who are enabled to believe, is a f{uff-
eient ground for union of heart : in this point all
who are taught of God are of one mind. But an
eager fighting for or againft thofe points which are
ufually made the fubjets of controverfy, tends to
nourifh pride and evil tempers in ourfelves, and to
alicnate our hearts from thofe we hope to {pend an
eternity with. . In heaven we fhall neither be Dif-
{enters, Moravians, nor Methodifts ; neither Cal-
vinifts nor Arminians; but followers of the Lamb,
and children of the kingdom. There we thall hear
the voice of war no more.

We are ftill favoured with health and many tem-
poral bleflings. My fpiritual walk is not {o {fmooth
3s my outward path; in public I am mercifully fup
-' ported,
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ported, in fecret I moft fenfibly feel my own vilea
nefs and weaknefs; but through all the Lord is
gracious.

I am, &c.

LI OO LN LMEL WO

LETTER IV

Fanuary 10. 1775
Here is hardly any thing in which the Lord
permits me to meet with more difappointment,
than in the advantage I am ready to promife myfelf
from creature-converfe. When I expeét to meet
any of my Chriftian friends, my thoughts ufually
travel much fafter than my body; I anticipate the
hour of meeting, and my imagination is warmed
with expetation of whatI fhall fay and what I {thall
hear : and fometimes 1 have had feafons for which
I ought to be more thankful than I am. It is plea-
fant indeed when the Lord favours us with a happy
hour, and is pleafed to caufe our hearts to burn
within us while we are fpeaking of his goodnels.
But often it is far otherwife with me: 1 carry with
me a diffipation of {pirit, and find that 1 can nei-
ther impart or sreceive. Something from within or
from without crofles my {chemes, and when 1 re-
tire I feem to have gained nothing bur 2 freth con-
victicn, that we can neither help or be helped, un-
lefs the Lord himfelf is plealed to help us. With
his prefence in our hearts, we might be comfortable
and happy if fhut up in one of the cells of New-
gate : without it, the moft feleCt company, the
moft defirable opportunities, prove but clouds with-
out water. |

I have fometimes thought of afking you, whether
you
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you find that difference between being abroad and
at home that I do? But I take it for granted that
you do not; your connections and intimacies are
I believe chiefly with thole who are highly favour-
ed of the Lord, and if you can break through or
be upon your guard againft the inconveniencies
which attend frequent changes and much company,
you muft be very happy in them. But I beclieve,
confidering my weaknefs, the Lord has chafen
wifely and well for me, in placing me in a ftate of
retirement, and not putiing it in my power, were
it ever fo much my inclination, to be often abroad.
-~ As I ftir fo feldom, I believe when I do it i1s not
upon the whole to my difadvantage ; for I meet with
more or lefs upon which my refletions afterwards
may by his blefling be ufetul to me, though at the
time my vifits moft frequently convince me how
little wifdom or fkill I have in improving time and
opportunities. But were I to l:ve in London, I'know
not what might be the confequence. Indeed I need
not puzzle myfelf about it, as my call does not lie
there ; but I pity and pray for thofe who do live
there, and I admire fuch of them as, in thofe cir-
cumftances which appear {o formidable to me, are
enabled to walk fimply, humbly, and clofely with
the Lord. They remind me of Daniel, unhurt in
the midft of lions, or of the bufh which Mofes {aw,
furrounded with flames, yet not confumed, becaufe
the Lord was there. Some fuch 1 do know, and I
hope you are one of the number.

This is certain, that if the light of God’s counte-
nance, and communion with him in love, afford the
greatelt happinefs we are capable of, then whatever
tends to indifpofe us for this purfuit, or to draw a
vail between him and our fouls, muft be our great
lofs. If we walk with him, it muft be in the path
of duty, which lies plain before us when our eye

is fingle, and we ar¢ waiting with attention upon
his
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his word, Spirit, and providence. Now where.
ever the path of duty leads we are fafe; and it often
does lead and place us in fuch circumftances as no
other confideration would make us chufe. We
were not defigned to be mere reclufes, but have all
a part to at in life. Now if I find myfelf in the
midft of things difagreeable enough in themfelves
to the fpiritual life; yet if, when the queftion oc-
curs, What doft thou here 7 my heart can anfwer,
I am here by the will of Godj I believe it to be, all
things confidered, my duty to be here at this time
rather than eIfewhele It I{ay I'am tolerably fatif-
fied of this, then I would not burden and grieve
myfelf about what I cannot avoid or alter, but en-
deavour to take all {fuch things up with chearful-
nefs, as a part of my daily crofs; fince I am called,

not only to do the will of God, but to {fuffer it:
but if I am doing my own will rather than his, then
I have reafon to fear, left I thould mect with either
a {nare or a fting at every ftep. May the Lord Jefus
be with you !

I am, &c.

LETTER V.

Decar Madam, April 13. 1776.
Am rather of the lateft to prefent my congra-
tulation to you and Mr —— on your marriage,

but I have not been unmindful of you. My heart
has repeatedly wifhed you all that my pen can ex-
prefs, that the new relation in which the provldence
of God has placed you may be blefled to you in eve-
ry refpeét, may afford you much temporal comfort,
promote your fpiritual progrefs, and enlarge your

iphere
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fphere of ufefulnefs in the world and in the church.

By this time I fuppofe vifits and ceremonics are
pretty well over, and you are beginning to be fet-
tled in your new fituation. What an important pe-
riod is a wedding-day! What an entire change
of circumftances does it produce! What an in.
fluence it has upon every day of future life! How
many cares, inquietudes, and trials, does it expofe
us to, which we might otherwife have avoided !
But they who love the Lord, and are guided by his
word and providence, have nothing to fear; for
in every ftate, relation, and circumftance in life, he
will be with them, and will furely do them good.
His grace, which is needful in a fingle, is {ufficient
for a married life. I fincerely with Mr and
you much happinefs together; that you may be
mutually helps meet, and aflift each other in walk-
ing as fellow heirs of the hope of eternal Iife.
Your cares and trials I know muft be increafed;
may your comforts be increafed proportionally !
They will be fo, if you are enabled heartily and
firaply to intreat the Lord to keep your heart fixed
mnear to himfelf. All the temporal bleflings and
accommodations he provides to fweeten life, and
make our pafiage through this wildernefs more a-
greeable, will fail and difappoint us, and produce
us more thorns than rofes, unlefs we can keep fight
of his hand in beftowing them, and hold and ule
the gifts in fome due {ublerviency to what we owe
to the giver. DBut, alas! we arc poor creatures,
prone to wander, prone to admire our gourds,
cleave to our cifterns, and think of building taber-
nacles, and taking our reft in this poliuted world.
Hence the Lord often {ees it neceflary, in mercy to
his children, to embitter their {weets, to break
their cifterns, fend a worm to their gourds, and
draw a dark cloud over their pleafing proipedts.

His word tells us, that all here is vanity, compared
with
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with the light of his.countenance; and if we can-
not or will not believe it upen the authority of his
word, we muft learn it by experience. May he
enable you to fettle it in your hearts, that creature-
comforts are precarious, infufficient, and enfna-
ring ; that all good comes from his hand, and that
nothing can do us good, but fo far as he is pleafed
to make it the inftrument of communicating, as a
fiream, that goodnefs which i in him as a foune
tain. ILiven the bread which we eat, without the
influence of his promife and blefling, would ne
more. fupport us than a ftone; but his blefling
makes every thing good, gives a tenfold value to
our comforts, and greatly diminithes the weight of
every crofs.

The ring upon your finger is of fome value as
gold, but this is not much ; what makes it chiefly
valuable to you is, that you confider it as a pledge
and token of the relation you bear to him who gave
it you. Iknow no fitter emblem of the light in
which we fhould confider all thofe good things
which the Lord gives us richly to enjoy. When
every thing we receive from him is received ans
prized as a fruit and pledge of his covenant-love,
then his bounties, inftead of being fet up as rivals,
and idols to draw our hcarts from him, awaken us
to freth exercifes of -gratitude, and furnith us with
frefh motives of chearful obedience every hour.

T'ime is fhort, and we live in a dark and cloudy
day. When iniquity abounds, the love of many
waxes cold 3 and we have reafon to fear the Lord’s
hand is lifted up in difpleafure at our provocations.
May he heip us to fet loofe all below, and to be
found watching unto prayer for grace to keep our
parments undefiled, and to be faithful witneffes for
him in our places! O! itis my defire for myfelf
and for all my dear friends, that whilft too nlany

{eem content with a half profeflion, a name to live,
Voui. llL, - L an
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an outward attachment to ordinances and fenti-
ments and parties, we may be ambitious to expe-
vience what the glorious gofpel is capable of effe(t-
ing, both as to fandtification and confolation, in
this ftate of infirmity ; that we may have our loins
girded up, our lamps burning, and by .our fimpli-
city and {pirituality confirain thofe who know us
to acknowledge that we have been with Jefus, have
fat at his feet, and drank of his Spirit.

lam, &c,

THREE
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LETTER 1

Ong and often I have thought of writing to
you: now the time is come. May the Lord

help me to fend a word in feafon! I know not how
it may be with you, but be does, and to him I look
to diret my thoughts accordingly. 1 fuppofe
you are {till in the {chool of the crofs, learning the
happy art of extralting real good out of feeming
evil, and to grow tall by ftooping. The flefb is a
fad untoward dunce in this fchool; butr grace
makes the fpirit willing to learn by fuffering ; yea,
it cares not what it endures, {o fin may be morti~
fied, and a conformity to the image of Jefus be
increafed. Surely when we fee the moft and the
beft of the Lord’s children fo often in heayinefs,
and when we confider how much he loves them,
and what he has done and prepared for them, we
may take it for granted. that there is a need-be for
their fufferings. For it would be eafy to his power,
and not a thoufandch part of what his love intends
to do for them, fhould: he make their whole life
here, from the howr of their converfion to their
death, a continued courfe of fatisfaction and com-
fort, without any thing to diftrefs them from with-
in or without. But were it fo, {hould we not mifs
many advantages ? In the firft place, we fhould
not then be very conformable to our head, nor be
able to fay, As he was, fo are we in this world.
Methinks a believer would be athamed to be {o ut-
terly unlike his Lord. What! The mafter always
a man of forrow and acquainted with grief, and
L 3 the
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the fervant alfways happy and full of comfort!
Tefus defpifed, reproached, neglelied, oppofed, and
betrayed, and his people admired and carefled : Je
living 1 the want of all things, and they filled
with abundance: e {weating blood for anguifh, and
they firangers to diftrefls: how unfuitable would
thefe things be! How much better-to be called to
the honour of filling up the meafure of his fufter-
ings! A cup was put into his hand on our account,
and his love engaged him to drink it for ws. The
wrath which it contained he drank wholly himf{elf,
but he left us a lictle affli¢tion to tafte, that we might
vledge hif, and remember how he loved us, and
how much more he endured for us than he will
. ever call us to endure for him. Again, how could
we without fufferings manifeft the nature and truth
of goifpel-grace / What place fthould we- thén
have for parience, fubmiflion, meeknefs, forbear-
ance, and a readinefs to forgive, if we had nothing
to try us either from the hand of the Lord or from
the hand of men. A Chriftian without trials would
be like a mill without wind or water; the contrie
vance and defign of the wheel-work within fide
would be unnoticed and unknown, without fomes
thing to pue it in motion from without. Nor
would our graces grow, unlefs they were called out
to exercife: the difhculties we meet with not only
prove but ftrengthen the graces of the Spirit. If a
perfon- was always to {it ftill, without making ufe
of legs or arms, he would probably wholly lofe the
power of moving his limbs at laft ; but by walking
~ and working he becomes ftrong and aftive. So in

a long courle of cafe the powers of the new-man
would certainly languifh ; the foul would grow {oft,
indolent, cowardly, and faint; and therefore the
Lord appoints his children fuch difpenfations as

make them firive, and ftruggle, and pant; they
S , muft
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muft prefs through a croud, fwim againft a fiream,
endure hardihips, run, wreftle, and fight, and thus
their firength grows in the ufing.

By thefe things likewife they are made more wil-
ling to leave the prefent world, to which we are
prone to cleave too clofely in our hearts when our
path is very fmooth. Had Hrael enjoyed their for-
mer peace and profperity in Egypt, when Mofes
came to invite them to Canaan, I think they would
hardly have liftened to him. But the Lord fuffered
them to be brought into great trouble and bondage,
and then the news of deliverance was more wel-
come ; yet ftill they were but half willing, and they
carried a love to the flefh-pots of Egypt with them
into the wildernefs. We are like them ; though we
{ay this world is vain and finful, we are too fond
of it; and though we hope for true happinefs only
in heaven, we are often well content to ftay longer
here. But the Lord {ends afli¢tions one after an-
other to quicken our defires, and to convince us
that this cannot be our reft. Sometimes if you
drive a bird from one branch of a tree he will hop
to another a little higher, and from thence to a
third ; but if you continue to difturb him, he will
at laﬂ' take wing and fly quite away. Thus we,
when forced from one creature-comfort, perch up-
on another, and {o on ; but the Lord mercifully fol-
lows us with trials, and will not let us reft upon
any: by degrees our defires take a nobler flight,
and can be fatisfied with nothing fhort of himfelf;
and we fay, To depart and be with Jefus is beft of
all,

I truft you find the name and grace of ]'efus more
and more precious to you ; his promifes more {weet,
and your hope in them more abiding ; your {enfe of
your own weaknefs-and unworthinefs daily increa-
{ing 3 your perfuafion of his all-fufficiency to guide,

L4 {upport,
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fupport, and comfort you, more confirmed. You
owe your growth in thefe refpedts in a great mea-
fure to his blefling upon thofe afflictions which he
lias prepared for you and fandtified to you. May
you praife him for all that is paft, and truft him
tor all that is to come.

Iam, &c.
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LETTER 1L

THough I have the pleafure of hearing of you, -

and fending a remembrance from time to time,
I am willing by this opportunity to diret a few
lines to you, as a mere exprefs tefimony of my
fincere regard.

I think your experience is generally of the fear-
ful, doubting caft. Such fouls, however, the
Lord has given particular charge to his minifters
to comfort. He knows our infirmities, and what
temptations mean, and as a good thepherd he ex~
preffes a peculiar care and tendernefs for the weak
of the flock, If. xl. 4. But how muft } attempt
your comfort? Surely not by firengthening 2 mil-
take to which we are all too liable, by leading you
to look into your own heart for (what you will
never find there) fomething in yourfelf whereon to
ground your hopes, if not wholly, yet. at leaft in
part. Rather let me endeavour to lead you out
of yourfelf: let me invite you to look unto Jefus.
Should we look for light in our own eyes, or in
phe fun? Is it indwelling fin diftrefles you? Then
i can tell you (though you know it) that Jefus

died for fin and finners. I can tell you, that his
. blood
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blood and righteoufnefs are of infinite value; that
his arm is almighty and his compaflions infnite:
yea, you yourfelf resd his promifes every day, and
why fhould you doubt their being fulfilled ? It y-u
fay you do not queftion their truth, or that they
are accomplithed to many, but that you can hardly
helieve they belong to you; I would afk, what cvi-
dence you would require! A voice or an angel
from heaven you do not expect.  Confider, if many
of the promifes are not exprefsly direéted to thofe to
whom they belong. When you read your name
on the fuperfeription of this letter, you made no
fcruple to open it: why then do you hefitate at
embracing the promifes of the gofpel ; where you
read that they are addrefled to thofe who mourn,
who hunger and thirft after righteou/nefs, who are
poor in fpirit, &c. and cannot but be {enfible that
a gracious God has begun to work thefe difpofi-
tions in your heart. 1t you fay, that though you
do at times mourn, hunger, &c. you are afraid you
do it not enough, or not aright ; confider, that this
fort of realoning is very far from the fpirit and lan-
guage of the gofpel ; for it is grounded on a fecret
fuppofition, that in the forgivencis of fin God has
a refpect to fomething more than the atonement
and mediation of Jefus; namely, to {fome previous
good qualifications in a finner’s heart, which are
to thare with the blood of Chrift in the honour of
falvation. 'l'he enemy deceives us in this matter
the more eafily, becaufe a propentity to the cove-
nant of works is a part of our natural depravity.
Depend upon it, you will never have a fuitable and
futficient fenfe of the evil of fin, and of your fhare
in it, {o long as you bave any fin remaining in you.
We muit fee Jefus as he is, before our apprehen-
fions of any {piritual truth will be complete. But
it we know that we muft perifh without Chrift,
and that he is able to fave to the uttermoft, we

Lg know
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know enough to warrant us to caft  our fouls upon
him, and we difhonour him by fearing that when
we do {o he will difappoint our hope. But if you
are {till perplexed about the high points of elec-
tion, &c. I would advife you to leave the difpofal
of others to the great Judge: and as to yourlelf, I
think I need not {fay much to perfuade you, that if
ever you are faved at all, it muft be in a way of free
and abfolute grace. Leave difputes to others ; wait
upon the Lord, and he will teach you all things,
tn {uch degree and time as he fees beft. Perhaps
you have fuffered for taking things too much upon
truft from men. Ceafe from man, whofe breath
3% in his noftrils. One is your mafter, even Chrift.
otudy and pray over the Bible ; and you may take
it as a fure rule, that whatever {entiment makes
any part of the word of God unwelcome t0 you is
juftly to be fufpedted. Aim at a cheartul {pirit,
The more you truft God, the better you will ferve
him. While you indulge unbelief and {ufpicion,
you weaken your own hands and difcourage others.
Be thankful for what he has fhewn you, and wait
upon him for mere : you fhall find he has not faid,
“ Seek ye my face in vain.,” I heartily commend

you to his grace and care..
‘ And am, &c.
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.- LETTER I

AT length, and without farther apology for my
" filence; I fit down. to atk you how you fare !
-Affli¢tions I hear have been your lot; and if 1 had
pot heard fo, I thould have taken it for granted:
for 1 belicve the Lord loves you; and- as many as he
. - loves
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loves he chaftens. I think you can {ay, afiétions
have been good for you, and I doubt not but you
have found ftrength according to your day; fo that
though you may have <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>