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P R E F 4 C L

€YHE following Difcourfes were drawn up about

twelve months fince, when I expecied a fpeedy
opportunity of delivering them from the pulpit.  As
the views I then had are now over-ruled, [ take this
method of laying them before the public; that thofe
who have thought proper to foretel the part I would
have atled, and the daftrine I would have taught, if
my defires had taken place, may be either fatisfied or
tlenced. | -
f Yet I fbould not have thought it worth my while,
Yo give either myfelf or others this trouble, merely for
my own vindication. Attempts of this kind ufually
smply too much of a man’s importance to himfelf, 7o
be either acceptable or fuccefsful  Or at befl, it can
be a point of no great moment to my real happinefs,
what the few perfons to whom my little name is
known, are pleafed to fay or think of me. Nothing
but great inattention to oyr true circumflances, can
-afford us leifure either o cenfure others, or to juftify.
ourfelves 3 unlefs when the intereft of religion or moe
rality are evidently concerned. A few years will
fix and determine our charaflers. beyond all pofibility
of mifake; and till then it would be vain to hope
for it. B o

The true reafons therefore of this publication are,
2he importance of the fubjelts treated of ;i and the
Rrobability that, upon this occafion, many perfons who
have not yet confidered them with the attention they
deferve, may be induced (fome from a motive of
Jriendfbip, and others from curiofity ) to read what
might appear in my name, the rather for being mine.

Had I wrote with a defign to print, I fhould have
chofe to put my fentiments in another form ; and per-
haps a defire to avoid the cenfure of fevere critics,

would
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vilj PRETFAUCE

would have made me more folicitous about expreffian
and method. But, as I profefs to publifb not what I
might, but what I really would have fpoken, I could
not allow myfelf to deviate from my firft draught,
except in e few places where I thought the Jenfe
entangled, ambiguous, or defeftive. For the fame
reafon, 1 am forced to decline the judgement and cor-
rection of my friends, the advantages of which, as
well as my own great need of themy I have more than
ence experienced.

If there is found in fome places a coincidence of
thought or expreffion, I hope it will be excufed; as I
had not the leaft apprehenfion, at the time of compo-
fing, that what I defigned for diftinét and feparate
occafrons, would ever appear abroad in one view.

In a word; fo far as thefe effays are mine, I en-
reat a candid perufal; and that thofe who read them
in order to form their judgement of the author, do not
make their eflimate frem a fentence here and there;
but have the patience to read them throughout. Se
for as what they contain is qgreeable to [cripture,
reafon, und experience, an apology would be imper-
tinent.  In this cafe they deferve attention. Every
particle ‘of truth is valuable in itfelf, by whatever
means or infiruments it may be conveyed to us; and
like a torch difplays itfelf by its.own light, mwithout
eny relation to the hand that bears it. |

Liverpool, January 1. 13360,
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) S ERMON L
On the Deceitfulnefs of the Heart.

JER. xVil. 9. I0.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately
. awicked, who can know it ? I the Lord fearch the

beart, Itry the reins, even to give every man ace
- cording to his ways, and according to the fruit of
- bis doings.

{ HE prophet Jeremiah had a hard taik.

I He was appointed to inculcate unwelcome:

- truths upon a vain infenfible people. He

~ had the grief to {ind, all his expoftulations

and warnings, his praycr ‘and tears, had no other

effet than to make them account him their enemy,

and to draw reproach and perfecution upon him-:

felf. He lived to fee the accomplifhment of his:

own predictions; to fee the land of his nativity de-

folated, tlie city defiroyed, the people almoft ex-

tirpated, and the few who remained, tranfported

into a diftant country, to end their days in capti~
vity. '

Thofe who have refolved, honeftly and fteadily, .
to declare the word of the Lord, bave, in all ages,
found a part of his trial: the meffage they have:
had to deliver has been difagreeable and difregard-
ed. It 1s no hard matter to frame difcourfes that
fhall meet with fome degree of general approba--
tion; nor is it difficult to forefee the reception:
which plain truth muft often meet with: but thofe:
who undertake a charge muft perform it; and mi--
nifters are bound to declare to the people every
thing that regards-their welfare, whether they will-

VOIH 1V, A heas 2




2 On the Deceitfulnefs of the Heart.  Ser. 1.

hear, or whether they will forbear. If the watch-
man fees the danger coming, and does not blow
the trumpet, to give the moft public notice pofiible,
he is anfwerable for all the evils that- may follow.
This is applied as a caution to the prophet Ezekiel ;
and undoubtedly, every one who adminifters in
holy things is concerned in it. ¢ So thou, O Son
¢ of Man, I have fet thee, a watchman to the
“ Houfe of Ifrael; therefore thou fhalt hear the
¢ word at my mouth, and warn them from me.
““ When I fay unto the wicked man, O wicked
“ man, thou fhale furely die; if thou doft not
“ {peak to warn the wicked from his way, that
¢ wicked man fhall die in his iniquity, but his
“ blood will I require at thine hand,” Ezek. xxxiii,
Let this awful pa?fage plead our excule, if, at any
time, we {eem too urgent, or too plain, in our dif-
courfes, Too plain or urgent we cannot be. Our
bufmefs is moft importapt: opportunities are cri-
tical and precious. It is at the hazard of our fouls
if we fpeak deceitfully; and at the hazard of yours
if we Ipeak in vain. :
. In the preceding verfes, the prophet gives -us a
firiking image of the oppofition between the rightes
ous and the wicked, in their prefent ftate, thew
hopes, and their end. The one is compared to a
tree ; the other to heath and ftubble: the one,
planted by fireams of water ; the other, expefed on
the falt burning defert: the one, greenm, flourtth-
ing, and full of fruit; the other, parched and. wi-
thering: the hope of the one, fixed on the Lord,
the all-fufficient Almighty God; the rafh depend-
ence of the other oa a frail feeble arm of flefh,
Suitable to this difference is their end: the one,
-blefled, provided againft all.evil, fo that he fhall
not be careful in the year of drought; the other,
curfed, and cut off from the expeétation of any

amendment. ¢ He fhall not fee when good co-
) “ meth,”



Ser. 1. On the Deceitfulnefs sf ths Heart, 3

¢ meth.,” The immediate defign was perhaps to
fhew the Yews, that there was no way to avert the
judgements of Ged, and to avoid the impending
evils which threatened them, but by returning to
the Lord, who had begun to {mite, aad who alone
was able to heal them. But this they refufed.
They preferred their ewn contrivances; ¢ they
¢ leaned upon an arm of flefhi;” fometimes upon
Egypt, fometimes upon Aflyria: one while pre-
fuming upon force ; anothes while upon: cunning.
They were fruitful ia expedients; and, when one
broken ciftern failed them, had recourfe to ane
other.—But the prophet denounces the curfe of
God both on them aad their fupports; fubjoining
the words of my text; which may be underftood,
either as a farther proof of what he had faid, or
an affigned caunfe, of that obftinacy and perverfe-
nefs he had complained of : ¢ The heart is deceit-
“ ful above all things, and. defperately wicked ;
“ who can know it?”

But, without confining the words to the firft oc-
cafion of their delivery, I fhall confider them, as
teaching us a docltrine, abundantly confirmed by
many other paflages of {cripture, ¢ That the heart
“ 15 deceitful and defperately wicked:” which I
fhall endeavour to illuftrate in a plain familiar
way. 1 fhall, fecondly, from the next verfe, en
farce this obfervation, That the heart (bad as it is)
is inceflantly under the divine infpetion and exa«
mination: ‘I the Lord fearch the heart and try
“ the reins.” I fhall, thirdly, confider the iflue
and defign of this inqueft ; that ¢ every man” may,
in the end, reccive ‘‘ according to his ways, and:
‘¢ according te the fyuit of his doings.” And may
the Lord enable us fo te try and examine ourfelves
here, that hereafter we may be found unblameable
and without rebuke before him, through Jefus

Chrift our Lord,
I. TyE



4 On the Deceitfulnefs of the Heart,  Ser. 1.

I. TaEe heart is here charaterifed, firft, As de-
ceitful, and that above or in all things: fecond,
As defperately wicked : in fo dangerous, fo deplo-
rable a ftate, as is not to be conceived or found
out. “ Who can know it?” The word in the
original [YIN], which we tranflate defperately
wicked, fignifies a mortal, incurable difeafe ; a difeafe
which,. feizing on the vitals, affets and threatens
the whole frame ; and which no remedy can reach.
This idea leads us to that firft tranfgreffion, wherca
by man, departing from - God, fatally deftroyed
his foul’s health, and funk into that ftate fo pathe-
tically defcribed by Haiah, chap.i. ¢ The whole
¢¢ head is fick;” all the powers of the underftand-
ing difordered ;  and the whole heart faint:” all’
the fprings of the affeCtions enfeebled. ¢ From
¢ the fole of the foot, even unto the head, there:
¢ js no foundnefs, but wounds, bruifes, and putri-
¢ fying fores:” the evil growing worfe continually;
and no help or helper at hand:  they have not
“ been clofed nor bound up, nor mollified with
“ ointment.” In confequence of this deep-rooted’
diforder, the heart is deceitful ;—that is, it deceivesa
and fails. us in every inftance: it promifes more
than it can perform: it mifleads us with vain de-
fires; and mocks us with unfuccefsful efforts; like:
the faint attempts of a fick man, to perform thofe
altions which require a ftate of found health and
ftrength. That this is indeed the cafe, will (I think)
appear from the following particulars; to which I
intreat your attention. | -

. Scripture and reafon do jointly affure wus, that
all we fee is the work of an almighty being:—
The heavens and the earth, the fun, moon, and’
ftars, and even the grafs and flowers of the field,
loudly proclaim the prefence, the power, the wif-
dom, and.the goodnefs-of God: yet behold the
extreme infenfibility of man.. The wifeft- of our-
o . {pecies,,
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{pecies, in thofe places where divine revelation was
not known, ever miftook the ¢ffelt for the caufe ;
and afcribed that honour to the creature which 1s
only due to the Creator. 'This was the very beft of
the cafe; for, in general, they funk ftill lower, to
worfhip ftocks and ftones; nay, to the eternal re-
- proach of the natural underftanding in the things
of .God, the more civilized any nation was, the
more renowned for arts and arms, the farther they
were removed from thofe they termed barbarians ;
fo much the more vile and contemptible the idoda-
try they eftablifhed geperally proved. The wifdom
of the Egyptians paid divine honours to cats, mon-
kies, and the vileft reptiles. The fine tafte of the
Greeks confecrated thofe for gods, who, if they
had lived amongft men, would have been deemed
the pefts of fociety; gods who were, profefiedly,
both patterns and patrons -of the moft fhameful
vices. The prowels of the Romans eftablifhed al-
tars to fear and palenefs. So deeply were they in-
fatuated, fo totally loft to common fenfe, that the
Apoftle Paul’s worft enemies could find no more
plaufible accufation againit him, in one of the po-
liteft cities then in the world, than that he had ven-
tured to affirm, ¢¢ they were no gods who were made
 with hands.” -

Thus ftood the cafe with Heathens : let us now
come nearer home. It is to be feared, the greateft
difference between them and the generality of us
called Chriftians is, that we do not partake in their
grofs outward 1dolatry. In other refpefls, our in-
fenfibility is perhaps as much greater than theirs,
as our fuperior knowledge renders it more inexcu-
fable. We acknowledge 2 God; that there is but
one; that he is the caule of all things; that in him
we live, and move, and have our being, —— Had
the poor Heathens known this, we may judge, by

their application to their miftaken worthip, it would
Vor.lV, & b ~ have



6  On the Deceitfulnefs of #he Heart. Ser. 1.

have had fome influence on their pratice. But
what numbers of ‘¢ us” live altogether as ¢ with-
¢ out God 1n the world.” I come not here to
make invectives; let confcience judge, and give
evidence accordingly. What do we think of the
perpetual prefence of God around us, and within
us ! We know that he is acquainted with all our
thoughts, words, and ations; yet are we not
more effetually reftrained and awed by the pre-
fence of our fellow-worms, than by the regard of
that eye which is ten thoufand times brighter than
the fun? How are we affeCted by the works of
God ? Has not the appearance of a fine day, or
the beauty of an extenfive profpet, a force to ex-
tort a f{enfe of fatisfaltion from every one? but
how few are there of us that can realize and ac-
knowledge the hand of the glorious author of thefe
things ! How feldom, and how faintly, do we
adopt the refletion of David ? ¢ When I confi-
¢¢ der the heavens, the work of THY fingers, the
£ moon and the ftars which THOU haft ordajned ;
¢ Lord, what is man, that thou fhould{t be mind-
& ful.of him ?” Pf. viii. What is our judgement
of the word ¢f God, that glorious meflage of love,
in which he has pointed out to us the way of fal-
vation? Is not this book the leaft read, the leaft
adn}ircd, and the leaft underftood, of any? We
are ‘prefently affeted, we enter with all our {fpirit
into the moving incidents (as we term them) of a
romance or tragedy, though we know they are not
founded on truth, nor have any relation to our-
felves; but we can read the hiftory of Jefus Chrift,
his life and do&rines, his death and paffion, with
indifference, though we fay, all he {poke, or. did,
or fuffered, was for our fakes. What are our
thoughts of that eternity to which we are poiting,
and to which, for ought we know, a few hours

may introduce us? Is it not in the power of the
. meaneft .
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meaneft trifle that occurs, to hide this important
point from our view ? It were eafy to multiply par-
ticulars 3 but are not thefle fufficient to {hew the de-
ceitfulnefs, the defperate wickednefs, of the heart ?
Let me add one more : the judgements of God are
now abroad in the world for thefe things, We
have warnings all around us. 'We know that many
fruitful lands in our neighbourhood are in a man-
ner turned into a wildernefs, for the fins of the in-
habitants. Every poft brings us tidings of fome
new defolation, and we cannot tell how foon the
cafe may be our own ; but we have neither fympa-
thy for our fellow-creatures, nor concern for our-
{felves. We hear, we pity, we forget in the fame
inftant : but thele things are remote. Is then
what we fee and fee/l more laid to heart ? Our
friends and acquaintance are taken from amongft
us daily; fome of them {uddenly, in the midft of
their warmeft purfuits, or juft upon the accoms-
plithment of their molt favourite fchemes: we
drop an unmeaning tear, and fly to every officious
vanity for relief.—Perhaps we are vifited ourfelves,
and brought down to the borders of the grave: but,
even againft this, we are for the moft part proof;
or, if we feel a flight impreflion, it gradually wears
off with the difeafe ; and we return, as foon as we
recover, to our former follies, with redoubled ar-
dour. |

This is a {light view of the infenfibility of the hu-
man heart. Let us now confider its ingratitude.
The Ifraelites were a fample of all mankind in «.is
refpet. God vifited them, in Egypt, in the midft
of their afflittion. Without any application on
their part, he undertook and effefted their deli-
verance : He brought them from among their
~r.cmies ¢ with a high hand, and a ftretched-out
“ arm :” heled them fafely through the wilder-
nefs : he fcreened them with a cloud, from the

b2 piercing
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piercing beams of the fun : he gave them light by
night, in a pillar of fire : he fed them with bread
from heaven, and caufed fireams to flow in the
{andy defert : he made a covenant with them, and
chofe them for his peculiar people: he deftroyed

all their enemies before them ; and, at length, put
them in the full and peaceable pofleflion of aland

flowing with milk and honey. Interwoven with
the hiftory of God’s gracious dealings with zhem,
we have an account of their behaviour towards
him 3y which was a continual feries of rebellion,
perverfenefs, murmuring, and difobedience. And
are we better than they? In no wife. If we had
leifure to confider the natural,- civil, and religious
advantages we enjoy as a nation, it would appear,

~ that we likewife have long been a peculiarly favour-
ed people. The eye of the Lord our God has

been upon us continually for good; and we have
reafon to {ay, “ He has not dealt fo with any na-
¢ tion.” The hiftory of all ages and countries,
affords us no inftance of national profperity:that
can be compared, cither for degree or continuance,
with what we have enjoyed fince the Revolution :
nor would it be eafy, 1 fear, to find a paralle] in
any hiftory, of our great ingratitude. 'What I have
faid in the former article will neceflarily infer this:
for it is impofiible that thofe who have {o little {en-
fibility, either of the value of the gifts of God, or
of his hand in beftowing them, can be grateful.
The feat ot gratitnde is in the heart; the proof
appears in words and actions. ...Now, what are the
prevailing fubjeéts of converfation amongft us ?
Are the great things that God has done for us,
the high obligations we are under to him, the
comforts of our holy religion, and the hature of

that blefled hope fet betore us by the golpel, in
the number ? * On the contrary, is not the leaft

hint of thefe things in company, for the moft part,
received

al
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received with referve, if not with contempt and
difguft 7 * Qut of the abundance of the - heart
¢ the mouth fpeaketh.” God, and the things of
God, have little place there; but levity, detrac-
tion, ill-temper, and, not feldom, profanenefs and
obfcenity, in our difcourfes, too plainly difcover
the nature of the fountain from whence they flow.
And ir we look upon the altions of men in ge-
neral, they are but of a piece with their words:
engrofled by bufinefs, or enflaved to pleafure, for
a feafon, all upon the ftretch in amatling trea-
fures; and then, perhaps, as reftl:fs and eager to
difiipate them. Whatever..paffion rules them for
the time, or whatever changes they may admit in
their fchemes, it is too plain, that a principle of
gratitude to God, and a con{cious defire - to pleafe
him, has little influence either mn torming or exe-
cuting their plans, It thele things are fo, we have .
another inftance ot the deceitfulnels and defperate
wickednefs of the heart: Itis full of the blackeft
ingratitude. *

Need any thing be added to thefe two charges?
Have we not {aid enough to confirm the prophet’s
affertion ! if not, we can name a third particular,
if poflible, more abfurd and inexcufable than either
of the former. Man is not only infenfible of the
greateft part of thofe things which moft concern
him, apd ungrateful and difobedient to his Maker
and Preferver, his beft and only friend, but he is
proud too. ‘Though he has nothing but what he
has received, has recetved nothing but what he has
perverted and mifmanaged, and mult render a
{trict account of his mifmanagement, yet he is
proud. We have already feen his blindnefs and
bafenels 5 there wanted only pride to make him a
monfter indeed.  And need we fpend time to prove
this? No. 7This, atleaft, is an univerfal evil. Any
. man may eafily percetve it in every man but him-

B 3 | felf :
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felf ; and every thinking man may perceive it worke
ing within himfelf inceflantly, "Whether we are
alone or in company, whether with friends or ene-
mies, with thofe above us or thofe below us, pride
will infinuate. Nay, in the immediate prefence of
God, when we come together to implore his mercy,
while the moft humbling confeflions are upon our
lips, and we are charging ourfelves as moft mife-
rable, helplefs finners, even here pride will find us
out. Thofe muft be great ftrangers to themlelves,
who are not fenfible of this, - Now, ¢ why is duft
*“ and afhes proud ?” proud of our failings ! proud
of our infirmities ! Is it not from hence, becaufe
the heart is deplorably difeafed, defperately wicked,
and deeply deceitful ? .

I fhall purfue this point no farther. I fhall not
attempt to enumerate, at prefent, thofe ¢ evil
‘“ thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
“ thefts, and blafphemies,” Mark, vil. 21. which
our Lord aflures us do perpetually ¢ proceed from
¢ the heart.” I choie to infift on infenfibility, in-
gratitude, and pride; becaufe thefe are the vices
which, in common life, we moft condemn, are
willing to thiok ourfelves moft free from, and can
the leaft bear to be charged with. And it muft
be allowed, that, between man and man, there is
often the appearance of much generofity, gratitude,
and condefcenfion. But what will it avail us, that
we ftand upen fome tolerable terms towards each
other in thefe refpedts, if we are guilty before God.
¢ The Lord feeth not as man feeth,” 1 Sam. xvi.:
he cannot be deceived or put off with a fair ap-
pearance ; for he fearcheth the heart, and trieth:
¢ the reins.” This is the next point to be confi-

dered.

I1. THAT the heart, with all its workings, and all
its faults, is inceflantly under the divine infpection
and examination ; *‘I the Lord fearch the heart, and

£ try
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¢ try the reins.” 'The heart and reins, as diftine
guifhed in fcripture-phrafe, fignify thofe different
powers of the mind, the affeCtions and the thoughts.
The words fearch and fry have an emphafis in the
original, which cannot be reached without a para-
phrafe, if at all.

The Lord fearches [MPIY] the heart: he traces,
inveftigates, the inmoft principles of our fouls to
their orft rife, with (if T may {o fpeak) a mathema-
tical accuracy. He tries [V12] the reins: he watch-
es every rifing thought ; he brings it to the telt of
his-moit pure law; he examines it with the utmoft
exaltnefs ; as a refiner eflays his metals, with a
purpofe to reject whatever is inferior to the pre-
fcribed ftandard. -To form a more juft idea of
this fcrutiny, let us afk ourfelves, how we could
bear to be obliged to declare aloud, in full com-
pany, every thought which pafles through our
minds, every wifth and defire of which we are con-
{cious, without the leaft refcrve or exception? 1
am perfuaded there are few people fo loft to fhame,
but, if they were brought to this trial, they would
rather chufe to dic than comply with it. Some-
things they would perceive, efpecially upon fuch a
provocation, which they could hardly, vpon any
terms, pievail with themfclves to exprefs. The
Lord has mercifully kept us from the knowledge of
cach other’s hearts, any farther than .we are will-
ing to ditclofe ourfelves: for was every man. com-
pelled to fpeak all he thinks, there would be an
cad of fociety; and man would no more venture
to dwell with man than with tygers and bears.
‘We know what mifchief one ungoverned tongue
may fometimes.occafion: now, the tongue can do no
cvil, any farther than as it is an inftrument of dif-
clofing the hidden things of the heart; yet it is
but a imall part of thefe the worft tongue is ca-
pable ot difclofing. What then would be the cafe,

B4 if



i2 On the Deceiz‘fzzbzej} of the Heart. Ser.1.

if all our hearts were open, all our defires known
to one another? What a mixture of confufion
and defiance, thame, rage, fear, and contempt,
would overfpread every countenance ! and yet
thus we are expofed to the {earching eye of a pure

and holy God! The Lord knows the thoughts of |
man’s heart, that they are vain. He long ago de-
clared the refult of his obfervation. ¢ God faw
““ the wickednefs of man was great in the earth

* and that every imagination of the thoughts of
‘“ his heart was only evil continually,” Gen. vi.

And, though the world was drowned for this,
matters were not mended afterwards : for, upon a-
fecond furvey, the judgement amounts to the fame.
‘““ 't he Lord looked down from heaven upon the
 children of men, to fee if there were any that
““ did vunderftand, and feck God. They are all
¥ gone afide ; they are altogether become filthy;
‘ there i1s none that doeth good, no, not one.
¢¢ Their throat is an open fepulchre; with their
¢ tongues they have ufed deceit, the poifon of
“ afps is under therr lips,” Pf. xiv. If. ix. Com-
pare Rom. iii. How it was in our blefled Saviour’s
time we have glready obferved ; and néither ferip-
ture nor experience give us reafon to hope 1t has
been better fineg, or is now. The Apoftle Paul
has aflured us, ¢ That, in the laft days, (a cha-
“ rafter'which it is hkely coincides with our days),

 perilous times fhall come. For men fhall be
¢ Jovers of their own felves, covetous, boafters,
¢ proud, blafphemers, difobedient to parents, un-
¢ thankful, unholy, without natural affeltion,
¢¢ truce-breakers, falfe accufers, incontinent, fierce,
¢ defpifers of thofe that are good, traitors, heady,
‘ high-minded, lovers of pleafure more ‘than lo-
““ vers of God: having a form-of godlinefs, but
~ ¢¢ denying the power thereof,” 2 lim. iil.—Oure-
ly, Ifay, if thefe are marks of the faff days, they

muit
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muft be already commenced. However, we {ee,
upon the whole, how vile and hateful our hearts
muft appear in the fight of a heart-fearching God.

. 1L, OneE thing more we have to confider: that the:
" Lord does not obferve the heart of man with °the
indifference of a mere {peltator, but as an impar-.
tial and inflexible judge; ¢ that he may give every
‘“ man according to his ways, and according to
““ the fruit of his doings.” 'This was the third par-
ticular to be {poken to.

But, alas! what can be {aid to this? Is it not
fufficient to fill our fouls with aftonmifhment, and
to caufe all faces to gather blacknefs ! to hear, that
the Lord has purpofed to render to every man ac-
cording to his works; and that he fits judge, not
only upon outward altions, but examines the very
thoughts and intents of the heart? Dare any of
s abide the iflue of fuch a wial? Which of us
will prefume to fay, I am clean? To what purpolfe
can any of us plead, I have not committed adule
tery, if God charges us wiih every inordinate de-
fire, with every offence of the eye? What will it
avail, that we have never aflavlted the life of our
neighbour, if every angry word, every degree of
ill-will or revenge, is confidered as murder in God’s
fight? It will not fuffice to fay, I am no thief or
extortioner, unlefs we can clear ourfelves of the
moft diftant with of pofleffing what was the proper-
ty of another. If we are fure that.we have not
forfworn ourfclves, but have performed to the
Lord our oaths, it is only thus far well, that we
fhall not be condemned tor open and aétual perju~
ry. DButif we have at any time mentioned, or e-
ven thought of the name of God, without the high-
eft habitual reverence, we have taken his name in
vainy and he has declared he will not hold us
guiltlefs, That this is no glofs of my inventing,

but the very words of truth, the declaration of
B s him,
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him by whom we muft be one day judged, the 5th
chapter of Matthew will inform you. There a
wanton glance is ftyled adultery ; an angry expref-
fion cenfured as murder; and to fpeak unadvifedly,
even of the hairs of our head, is deemed a branch
of profane fwearing. And why? becaufe all thefe
{pring from the heart, which is “naked and o-
¢¢ pen,” withont either covering or concealment,
“ in the fight of him with whom we have to do.”
Heb. iv. This is thought uncomfortable doétrine 3
and not without reafon, could we go no farther.
¥or there is nothing in heaven or in earth, in time
or eternity, that affords the leaft glimple of com-
fort to fallen man, if either God is t€& 1o mark
what is amifs, or if he, trufting in himfelf, pre-
{umes to plead with his Maker. The divine law
requires perfect, unremitted, unfinning obedience:
1t denounces a curie upon the leaft failure. ¢ Cur-
*“ {ed is every one that continueth not in all things
*“ which are written in the book of the law to do
*“ them,” Gal. iii. 10.5 every one, without excep-
tion of perfon or circumftance, that continueth not,
trom the beginning to the end of life, in all things,
great and {mall, to da them, zov momoos aure, tO

finith them, to do them completely, without any
defect either in matter or manner. Moft uncom-
tortable dorine indeed, were there no remedy
provided ! For the law of God is as eternal and
unchangeable as his nature : it muft not, it cannot
be attempered or brought down to our capacities ;
neither can the penalty be evaded: for the God of
truth has faid, has ¢ {worn, That the foul that
‘“ finneth fhall diey” Ezek. xvilic 4. Here then we
muft receive ““a {entence of death in ourfelvesy”
2 Cor.1. 9. Here, *“every mouth muft be ftop-
‘¢ ped, and all the world become guilty before God ;”
Rom. 1it. t9. Here, we muft fay with the apo-

file, ¢Therefore, by the deeds of the law, tﬁfrﬁ
. “ fha
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¢¢ fhall be no fleth juftified in his fight,” Gal. 1. 16.:.
¢« for by the law is the knowledge of fin;” Rom, iii.
20, O that we could all fincerely fay fo; that we
were brought to this, to feel and confefs our loft
andone eftate, and our utter inability to fave our-
{clves ! then, with joy, fhould I proceed to what I
have had in my eye all along. For with what view
have I faid fo much upon fo difagreeable a fubject?
Why have 1 attempted to lay open fome of the
depths of the heart? but that I might more fully
illuftrate the wonderful grace and goodnels of God,
vouchfafed to us in the gofpel; and, at the {fame
time, thew the utter impofibility, not of being fa-
ved at all, but of finding falvation in any other
way than that which God has appointed. For, be-
hold! «* God has fo loved the world,” John, iii.
that he fent his fon to. accomplith. that for us,
‘‘ which the law could not do through the weake
““ nefs of our flefh;” Rom. viii, Jefus Chrift per-
formed perfed obedience to the law of God in our
behalf; he died, and fatisfied. the penalty due to
our fins; he arofe from the grave as our reprefen-
tative ; he i5 entered into heaven as our fore-run-.
ner. ¢ He has received gifts for men, even for
‘¢ the rebellious;” Plalm, Ixviii. He is ¢ exalted”
on high, to ¢ beftow repentance and remiflion of
‘“ fins,” Alls, v. on all that{eek to him. He has
eftablithed his ordinances tor this purpofe: he has.
commanded his people, not to ¢ neglect afleinbling
¢ themielves together.,” He has charged his mini-
fters, ar fuch feafons, to declare firlt the guilty,
deplorable condition of mankind, and then to pro-
claim the glad tidings of {alvation, ¢ by faith which
“ 5 in him.” He has promifed to be with them
in this work to the end of the world. He has pro-
mifed, that where his word is faithfolly preached,
he will accompany it * with a {pirit and power”™

that fhall bear down all oppofition. He has pro-
B6 mifed,,
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mifed, that while we are fpeaking to the ear, he
will, by his fecret influence, apply 1t to the heart,
and open it to receive and embrace the truth f{po-
ken, as in the cafe of Lydia. 'Who would venture
to preach a doltrine fo unpalatable to the carnal
mind, as Jefus Chrift, and him crucifed ? Who
would undertake {o ungrateful a tafk, as to depre-
ciate that noble creature man, and arraign him pu-
blicly of infenfibility, ingratitude, pride, and de-
ceit; were it not that we have, firft, a command,
and that at our peril, to fpeak plain; and, fecond-
ly, a promife that we fhall not {peak in vain? Not
that we can expet to be univerfally received: The
time /s come, when many ‘¢ will not endure found
¢ doftrine,” 2 Tim.iv. 3.: but fome there will
be, whom God is pleafed to fave by the foolifbnefs
of preaching, {o called. Some fuch I would hope
are in this affembly. To fuch I fay, think not to
fatisfy the divine juftice by any poor performances.
of your own; think not to cleanfe or expiate the
evil of your-hearts by any of your own inventions;;
but ¢ behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the
¢ fins of the world;” John, i. 29. He died, that
you may live: he lives, that you may live for ever;
Put therefore your truft in the Lord; for with
him is plentecus redemption.. His fufferings and
death are a complete final propitiation for fin..
«¢ He is able to {ave to the uttermoft ;” and he is
as willing as he is able. It was ¢/ brought him:
down from heaven;’ for 7his he emptied himfelf
of all glory, and fubmitted to. all indignity. His
humiliation expiates our pride; his perfet love
atones for our ingratitude; his exquifite tendernefs
pleads for cur infenfibility. Only believe ; commit
your caufe to him by faith and prayer.. Asa Prigf,
he (hall make atonement for your fins, and prefent
your perfons and your fervices acceptable before
God. Asa Prophet, he fhall inftruét you in the

truc
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true wifdom, which maketh wile to falvation: he
{hall not only caufe you to know his ecommand-
ments, but to love them too ¢ he {hall write them in
your hearts As a King, he fhall evermore mightily
defend you againft all your enemies. He fhall
enable you to withftand tcmprations, to {upport
difficulties, to break through all oppofition. He
fhall fupply you with every thing you need, for this
life or a better, out of the unfearchable riches of
his grace. He fhall firengthen you to overcome
all things; to endure to the end: and then he fhall
give you a place in his xingdom; a feat near his
throne; a crown of lifey a crown of glory; incors
rumible, vndefiled, and that fadeth not away.

o LR
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S ER M ON IL

On the Saviour, and his Salvation.

1 Tim. 1. 13

This is a faithful faying, and'wart/g) e:j" all accepta-~
tion, that Chrift Fefus came. into the 'world t0 _/Ewe
finners ; of whom [ am chief. |

THough -the Apoftle Paul has wrote largely and
bappily upon every branch of Chriftian doc-

trine and practice ; and with refpet to his writings,
as well as his preaching, could juftly affert, *¢ that
‘“ he had not fhunned to declare the whole counfel
“ of God;” yet there are two points which feem
to have been (if I may fo {peak) his favourite topics,
which he moft frequently repeats, moft copiouily
infifts on, and takes every occafron of introducing.
The one is, to difplay the honours, power, and:
faithfulnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift; the other,.
to make known the great things God had dose:
for his own foul. How his heart was filled and
fired with the firft of thefe, 1s evident from almoft:
cvery chapter of his epiftlcs. When he fpeaks of
that myfiery of godline(s, ¢ God manitefted ia
 the fleth,” and the exceeding grace -and: love
declared to a loft world through him, the utmoft
powers of language fall fhort of his purpofe..
With a noble freedom he foars beyond: the lirtle
bounds of criiicifm ; and, finding the moft expre{-
five words too weak and faint for his ideas, he
forms and compounds new ones, heaps one hyper-
bole upon another; yet, -after his moft labcured
cﬁ'ays to do juftice to his fubjeét, he often breaks.

off in a manner that ﬂlcws he was far from heing
{acished
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fatisfied with all he could fay. 7This refleftion is
moft obvious to thofe who can read him in the ori-
ginal : but no difadvantages of a tranflation can
wholly confine that inimitable ardour with which
he feems to pour his whole foul into his words,
when he is {peaking of his Lord and Saviour.
And he who can read the firft chapters of his epi-
files to the Ephefians, Coloflians, and Hebrews,
the fecond to the Philippians, or many fimilar paf-
fages, with indifference, muft be, I {ay, not mere-
ly a perfon of fmall devotion, but of little tafte and
fenfibility.

"And how deeply his mind was impreffled with
the mercies he had received in his converfion and
call, is equally confpicuous. He takes every occa-
fion to aggrandize the goodnels of God to himfelf;
to exaggerate and deplore the guilt and mifery of
his former life, in which he once trufted; and to
lament the {mall returns he was able to make for
fuch bleflings; even when he could fay, without
boafting, that he had ¢¢ laboured more abundantly”
than the moft diligent and zealous of his fellowe
fervants.

A powerful abiding fenfe of thefe two points up-
on the apoftle’s mind, have given rife to many fud-
den, lively, and beautiful digreflions in the courfe
of his writings. The context to the paffage 1 have
read is of this kind. Having incidentally {poken
of the gofpel in the 11th verfe, he is fuddenly
Atruck with the refleCtion of his own mifery while
ignorant of it, and the wonderful goodnefs of God,
in affording him the knowledge of falvation, and
honouring him, who was before a blafphemer, with
a commiflion to publifh the fame glad tidings to o
thers. Lhis thought fufpends his argument, and
fills his heart and mouth with praife. And having
acknowledged, that ‘“the grace of our Lord was

$ ¢xceeding abundant” towards himfclf, he fuba
' joins
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joins the words of the text, for an encouragement
to others ; afluring us, that his cafe was not fo pe-
culiar, but that multitudes might be partakers with
him in the fame hope of mercy.

The words eafily refolve into two parts::

1/, A {bort, but comprehenfive propofition, in-
cluding the purport of the whole gofpel, ¢ that
¢ Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave finners.”
~ 2d, A commendation of this do&rine in a two-
fold refpet, ¢ as a faithful faying,” and as ¢ wor-
““ thy of all acceptation ;” each of thefe illuftrated
by the inftance of himfelf; when he adds, ¢ of
“ whom I am chief.”

I. Tre apoftle well knew the different reception
the gofpel would meet in the world ; that many poor
ouilty fouls, trembling under a fenfe of fin and un-
worthinels, would very hardly be perfuaded, that
fuch finners as they could be {faved at all. To thefec
he recommends it as *¢ a faithful faying,” founded
“upon the immutable counfel, promife, and oath of

God, that Jefus Chrift came into the world to fave
Sfirners ; finners in general; ¢ the chief of finners;”
fuch as he reprelents himfelf to have been. He
knew likewife, that many others, from a miftaken
opinion of their own goodnefs, or a miftaken de-
pendence on fomething of their own chufing, would
. be liable to undervalue this faithful faying., For
the fake of thefe, he adds, ¢ it is worthy of all ac-
¢ ceptation.” None are {o bad but the gofpel af-
fords them a ground of hope: none are fo good
as to have any juft ground of hope without it.
"There was a time when St Paul could have made
a fair profeflion of himielt likewife : he could fay,
¢« circumcifed on the eighth day, of the ftock of
¢ frael, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of
“ the Hebrews, as to the law a Pharifee, as to
¢ the righteoufnels which is by the law, blame-
¢ lefs;” Phil. iii. But be has buen fince taughe,
. - “ to
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« to count all things but lofs for the excellency of
« the knowledge of Chrift ;” and is content to fyle
himfelf 2he chief of finners.

Having thus attempted to fhew the defign and
meaning of the words, I propofe, fomething more
at large, to unfold the propofition, and point out
fome of thofe important and extenfive truths it
contains. I fay, fome of them ; for it is not pofiible
that either men or angels can fully found the depth
of this une {entence, * that Jefus Chrift came into
“ the world to fave finners.” 1 fhall afterwards
infer, and enforce the other part of the text, ¢ that
“ it is indeed a faithful faying, and worthy of all
‘¢ acceptation.” And may He, who came into the
world to procure falvation for finners, and is now
exalted on high to beftow it, accompany the whole
with his promifed blefling.

The tenor of the propofition readily fuggefts three
inquiries. 1/, Who this perfon is, here {fpoken of,
Jefus Chrift? 24, What is meant by the falvation
he is faid to have undertaken? 34, By what means
he effelted it ¢

Let us, firfl, fpeak of this gracious, ‘this won
derful perfon, Jefus Chrift.  We already bear his
name as profefled Chriftians ; and we {peak of him
as our Mafter, and our Lord: and fo far we fay
well.  But, as he has told us, many will call him
Lord at the great day, to whom he will profefs, ¢ I
* never knew you whence you are, depart:” fo
itis to be feared there are ‘many now, that out-
wardly acknowledge him, who neither know whence
he 1s, nor who he 1s. Thcugh we have Molfes and
the prophets, the apoftles and evangelifts, continu-
ally with us; though it is the immediate aim and
intent of all their writings, in every hiltory, pro-
mife, prophecy, type, ceremony, and law, to fet Aim
before our eyes; and though there 1s hardly an

image ln the material creation but is adopted by the
' {criptures
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{criptures to thadow forth his excellencys ignorance
of Jefus Chrift, and what he has done for his
people, is the great caufe that religion appe:rs {o
low and contemptible to fome, and is found fo Zedious
and burdenfome by others. Let us theretore attend
to the record God has given of his Son ; for I pro-
pofe in this article to fay little of my own, but to
lay before you the exprefs, powertul, indubitable
teftimony of holy fcripture.

And here we are taught, 14, That Fofus Chrift
is God. 'The firft words of St John’s gofpel are full
to this point: * In the beginning” (that is, at the
commencement of time and things, when as yet
nothing elfe exifted), * was the Word, and the
¢ Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
'L'o prevent a poffibility of miftake, and to confirm
the eternity of this divine Word in the firongeft
manner, it is immediately added, ¢ the fame was
‘““ in the beginning with God. All things were
“ made by him.” And, left this likewife thould
be either contefted or mifunderftood, it is guarded:
by an univerfal negative, ¢ without him was not
¢ apy thing made that was made.” Further, to
prevent, if poffible, the furmife, that, in thefe glo-
rious words, the Eternal Word acted with a depu-
ted power only, the apoftle fubjoins, ¢ In him was
‘ life,” life effentially; and from him, as the
fountain, life and light proceeded to his creatures:
¢ In him was life, and that life was the light of
“ men.” To this agrees the declaration of St Paul:
‘¢ For by him were all things created that are in
¢¢ heaven, and that are in earth, vifible &t invifible,
¢¢ whether thrones, or dominiong, or principali-
“ ties, or powers: all things were created by him
¢¢ and for him;” (by his power and wildom, for
his glory and pleafure). ¢ And he is before all
¢ things, and by him all things confift,” Col. i.
Elfewhere he fpeaks of him exprefsly, as ¢ over Ciﬂlci

. 1 0
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«« God blefied for ever; who upholdeth all things
¢« by the word of his power; the fame yefterday,
¢ to-day, and for ever.” It were eafy to enlarge
this way 3 butI fhall content myfelf with’ obferving
this general proof of the divinity of Chrift, that
the {criptures, which were given to make us wife
to falvation, do afcribe to him the names of God,
particularly Fehovah; the eifential auributes of
God, fuch as Eternity, Omniprefence, Omnipotence ;
the pecuhar works of God, as Creation, Providence,
Redemption, and Forgivenefs of fin: and, finally,
commands us to pay him thofe divine honours, and
to rely on him with that abfolute dependence, which
would be idolatry if referred any where below the
Supreme Majefty of heaven and earth.

Again, we learn from feripture, that Chriff is
truly and properly Man. This 1s indeed wonder-
ful ! therefore ftyled ¢ the great myftery of godli-
¢ nefs;” 1 Tim, iii. But that he, of whom we
have begun to fpeak, is the very perfon who came
into the world to fave finners, we have abundant
proof. The Apoftle John, whofe teftimony we have
already cited, fays, a few verfes lower, John, 1. 14.
““ And the Word” (that glorious Word, which was
God with God) ¢ was made flefh, and dwelt 2
‘ mongft us, and we beheld his glory 3 (that is, we,
his difciples, whofe eyes were {piritually enlighten-
ed, for the world in general faw nothing of it);
‘“ as the glory of the only begotten of the Father,
‘“ tull of grace and truth,” In other places it is
faid, ¢ Himfclf took our infirmities, and bore our
‘“ ficknefles, Matth. viii. 17.: and was in all points
‘“ tempted as we are, yet without fin;” Heb.iv. 15.
‘““ As the children are partakers of flefh and blood,
“ he alfo, himfelf, likewi{e took part of the fame;”
Heb. ii. 14. ¢ In the fulluefs of time, God fent
“ forth his Son, made of a woman;” Gal iv.
Many arve the miftakes of mortals, apd wide the

cxtremes
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extremes into which miftaken mortals run !~ Some
have rafhly ventured to deny our Lord’s divinity :
fome have wildly and fancifully explained away his
humanity : but may we, through grace. abide by
the f{criprural truth, and be direted in the midft of
the path of judgement. '

~ From this myitical union of the divine and hu-
man nature in one perfon, the fcriptures fpeak of
him, thirdly, under the charalter of a Mediator,
the ¢ one Mediator between God and man.” [o
this idea the names Fefus Chrift, which are as oint«
ment poured forth, diredt us in their original ime
port. The former, which fignifies the Saviour,
pointing out the fuccefs and efficacy of his under-
taking ; the latter, which ts the fame with Mefiab,
or the Anointed, exprefling both his divine ap-
pointment thereto, and the complete fupply of all
grace and power, wherewith Re was filled for the
diffcharge of it. Thus much for the perfon {poken
of. . .

. We proceed, in the next place, to confider the
deficn of his appearance in the world, ¢ to fave
“ finners,” And as the idea of deliverance prefup-
pofes a ftate of diffrefs, it will be neceflary pre-
vioufly to inquire into the condition, of thole whom
be came to fave; which is indeed emphatically im-
plied in the appellation given them, fmners. Man
having broken that Jaw under which he was crea-
ted, and with which his happinefs was clofely con-
nefted, fell under accumulated ruin. The 1mage
of God, in which he was formed, was defaced,
and a far different image fet up in “his heart, even
of him who had {educed him from his allegtance ;
darknefs in the under{tanding, rebellion 1n the will,
fenfuality in the affedtions; the juftice of God
threatening a penalty he could neither fatisfy nor
fuftain ; the commandments of God ftill challen-

ging an obedience he had no longer any power to
yield.
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yield. The very gifts and bounties of God, with
which he was encompafied, defigned not only for
his comfort, but his inftruction, to lead him, as by
{fo many fteps, to their gracious author, became e-
ventually the occafions of withdrawing him farther
from his duty, and increafing, as well as aggrava-
ting, his ingratitude. Thus {tood man towards his
Maker. With regard to-his fellow-creatures, felf-
Jove and inordinate defires, having raifed a variety
of interfering interefts in the breafts of all, peace
withdrew from the earth. Every man’s heart and
hand was fet againft his neighbour; and violence,
rage, envy, and confufion, overfpread the world.
Nor could he be eafier in himfelt; hurried by reft-
lefe defires towards things either unfatisfying or un-
attainable, haunted with cares, tortured with pains,
tired with oppofition, fhocked with difappointment
Conicience, like the hand that appeared in Bel-
fhazzar’s feaft, Daniel, v. writing bitter things a-
gaint him, when outward circumftances allowed a
fhort repofe 3 and Vanity, like a2 worm, defiroying
the root of every flower that promifed the faireft
bloom of fuccefs. Behold a few outlines of the
pi¢ture of fallen man! Milerable in his life, more
miferable in the continual dread of lofing fuch a
life, miferable moft of all that neither his fancy
can feign, nor his fear conceive, the confequences
of the death he dreads; which will introduce him
to the immediate prelence, to the tridunal, of an
incenfed, almighty, ever-living God !

Such was the ftate from which Jefus Chrift came
to fave us. He came to reftore us to the favour
of God; to reconcile us to ourfelves, and to each
other ; to give us peace and joy in life, hope and
triumph in death, and after death glory, honour,
and immortaity. For he came, not merely to repair,
and to reftore, but to exalt; not only ¢ that we
““ might have life,” the life we had forfeited, but

¢ that
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¢¢ that we might have it more abundantly,” John, x.;
that our happinefs might be more exalted, our title
more firm, and our pofleflion more fecure, than
the ftate of Adam in paradife could boaft, or than
his pofterity could have attained unto, if he had
continued unfinning upon the tenor of the firt
covenant.

Now, could we {fuppofe it pofiible, that a fet of
innocent beings,” without any default of their own,
had funk into a ftate of mifery, we muft confefs it
would have been great grace dnd favour in the Lord
Jefus to {ave them. But let us not forget the ftrefs
laid in the text upon the word finners. He came
to fave, not the unfertunate, but the ungodly, Ro-
mans, v. How then fhould every heart glow with
love to him, who hath thus loved us! If any of
25 can hear or fpeak of this fubjeét with indiffer-
ence, or difguft, it is to be feared we are quite
firangers to the nature, or the neceflity, of that fal-
vation with which God has gracioufly vifited his
people.  Let us no more ufurp the facred words of
generofity, fenfibility, or gratitude, if this aftonith-
ing inftance of divine goodnéfs leaves us cold and
unimprefled ; efpecially if to this we join the confi-
deration of the third point I propofed to fpeak of,
By what means Jefus Chrift effeted thisfalvation
for finners.

In the paflage before us, it is only faid, that he
came into the world on this account; which teaches
us, this was the fole defign of his advent; and
that, coming on {et purpole for this, he would
Jeave nothing undone that was neceffary to accom-
plifh it. He emptied himfelf of that divine glory
and honour he poflefled with the Father from eter-
-nity. ¢ He bowed the heavens and came down”
to our earth ; and that not with an ~xternal glory,
as a celeftial meflenger, to conftrain the attention

and homage of mankind, * but was made of a wo-
- €€ manl”
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¢¢ man,” Gal. iv.; not of high and noble extrac-
tion in the judgement of men, ¢ but in the form
¢« of a fervant;” born in a ftable, laid in a man-
ger, brought up in an obicure and contemptible
place, and reputed no higher than the fon of a
carpenter.  ‘“ He was defpifed and rejeted of
¢ men : there was no form or comelinefs in him,”
If, liii. to ateradt a general regard : on the'contra-
1y, ¢ he came to his own, and bis own received
¢ him not,” John,i. Farther, as he was made of
a woman, ‘¢ he was made under the law;” the one
in order to the other; for this was the way divine
wif{dom had appointed, and which divine juftice
required, to make falvation poflible to finners. E-
ternal truth had pronounced tribulation, wrath,
and anguifh, upon every foul of man that doth
evil. All men, in every age and place, ¢ had
¢ corrupted their ways before God;” yet his mer-
cy had defigned, ¢ that where fin had abounded,
“ grace fhould much more abound,” Rom. viii.
Jefus Chrift was the grand expedient, in whom
““ mercy and truth met together,” PI. Ixxxv, and
the inflexible righteoufnefs of God was brought ro
correfpond and harmonife with the peace of finful
man. That juftice might be fatisfied, truth vin-
dicated, and finners faved, ** God fo loved a loft
¢ world,” that, when no inferior means could._a-
vail, when none in heaven or earth were wi!fir;g\,‘
or worthy, or able, to interpole, ¢ he gave his on-
““ ly-begotten Son,” John, 1ii.  Jefus Chrift, the
brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and exprefs image
of his perfon, ¢ {o loved the woild,” that he affu-
med our nature, undertook our caufle, bore our
fins, fuftained our deferved punithment; and, ha-
ving donc and fuffered all that the cafe required,
he is now gone before, ¢ to prepare a place,”
John, iv. for all that believe in him and obey him,
Man lay under a double incapacity for happinefs ;

he
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he could neither keep the law of God in future,
nor fatisfy for his paft breach and contempt of it.
To obviate the former, Jefus Chrift performed a
perfet unfinning obedience in our ftead. To re-
move the latter, he became ¢¢ the propitiation of
“ our fins;” yielded up his life as a prey into the
hands of murderers, and poured forth his precious
blood, in drops of fweatin the garden, in fireams
from his fide upon the crofs, For this he en-
dured the fierceft temptations of the devil, the
{corn, rage, and malice of men, and drank the
bitter cup of the.wrath of God, when it pleafed
the Father to bruife him, and make his foul an
offering for fin. Eis love carried him through all;
and when he had finally overcome the fharpnefs of
death, he opened the kingdom of heaven to all
believers. In few words, he lived and died for us
when upon earth 3 nor is he unmindful of us in
heaven, but lives and intercedes on our behalf.
He continually executes the offices of prophet,
prieft, and king, to his people; nftructing them
by his word and Spirit; prefenting their perfons
and prayers, acceptable to God through his me-
rits ; defending them, by his power, from all their
enemies, ghoftly and bodily ; and ordering, by
his providence, all things to work together for
their good, till at length they are brought home,
to be with him where he 1s, and to behold his
glory.

II. FroM what has been faid, we may juftly infer,
in the firft place, ¢ that this is,” as the apoftle fiyles
it, ¢¢ a faithful faying.” When man lrft fell, God,
¢ in the midft of judgement remembering mercy,”
declared, unfought and undefired, ¢ that the feed
¢ of the woman fhould biuife the ferpent’s head,”
Gen. iii. In ‘every fucceeding age, he confirmed
his purpofe by types, promiles, prophecies, and
oaths.: At length, in the fulnels of time, Chuiit,

€& the

f



Ser, 2. On the Saviour, and bis Salvation. 28

¢¢ the defire of all nations,” came into the world,
fulfilled all that had been foretold, and encoura-
ged cvery humble penitent finner to come unto
him, that they might have life, pardon, and peace.
To doubt, or to deny, his readinefs to fave, is, fo
far as in us les, to *“ make the word of God of
¢« none cffect;” it is, ¢ to charge God foolifhly,”
as though, like the heedlefs unikilful builder in the
gofpel, he had begun to build that which was not
to be finithed. If, after all that is {et before us, it
is poffible for any foul to mifs falvation that fin-
cerely defires it, and feeks it in God’s appointed
way, it muft be becaufe the Lord Jefus Chrift ei-
ther cannot or will net fave them. That he can-
not, is flatly falfe ; for ¢ all power is his in heaven
¢ and in earth,” Matth xxviii.; and it is particu-
larly {aid, that ¢ he is able to fave unto the utter-
« moft all that come unto God by him,” Heb. vii.
and that he will not, is as falle; for he himfelf hath
{aid, ‘¢ Whofoever cometh unto me, I will in no
 wifc caft out,” John, vi.

We may infer, 2dly, That this dotrine is not
only faithful, but ¢ worthy of all acceptation.”
And here methinks I could begin anew, A peint
fo much miftaken by {fome, and neglected by moft,
rather requires 2 whole, or many difcourfes, than
to be pafled over in few words. The moft high
and wife God has efteemed the redemption of man-
kind {fo precious, ¢ that he f{pared not his only
‘¢ Son,” Rom. viii.—And are there any amongft
us, in a land of gofpel-light and liberty, where the
words of wifdom are founding in our ears every
day, that dare make light of this meffage, juft give
it 2 hearing, and return to their farms, their mer-
chandife, and their diverfions, as though this un-
{peakable grace of God called for no return ?
Alas ! « How fhall we efcape if we neglet this fal-
% vation?” Heb, ii. * ¢ He that delpifed Mofes

VOL- IV# » C i‘ law
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¢ law died without mercy.” It was dangerous, it
was deftructive, to refufe him that fpoke upon
earth j take heed how you trifle with him *¢ that
 fpeaketh from heaven!” To {uch as pegle&t
this, ¢¢ there remains no other facrifice for fin,
¢ but a certain fearful looking for of fiery in-
¢ dignation, that fhall devour the adverfaries,”
Heb. x. Let none of us think it is well with us,
merely becanfe we- were born and educated in a
Chriftian country, have means of inftruétion in our
hands, and enjoy frequent opportunities of pre-
fenting ourfelves before God in public worfhip.
To thoufands thefe, {o far from being advantages,
will greatly aggravate their condemnation, and
point the fling of the never-dying worm. Better
were it for us to have been inhabitants of Tyre and
Sidon, Luke, x. yea of Sodom and Gomorrah,
than to appear in judgement with no better plea
than this. Neither let us {peak peace to ourfelves,
becaufe we are not fo bad as others, but perhaps
live decently and comfortably, are ufeful in focie-
ty, and perform many things that are commonly
called good works. 1f thefe works fpring from a
true love of God, if they are framed according to
the rule of his word, if they are performed by
faith in Chrift Jefus our Lord, they are undoubt-
edly good, and fhall be rewarded before men and
angels; if otherwife, you have already your re-
ward, in the complacence of your own minds, and
the approbation of friends and acquaintance. The
Chriftianity of the New Teftament imports more
than all'this. ltis, to believe in Jefus Chrift; fo
to belicve in him, as to obey him in all his com-
mands, to truft him in all his difpenfations, to
walk in bis fteps, copying out the bright example of
his love, meeknefs, patience, felf-denial, and active
zeal for the glory of God, and the good of man-

kind.~It 15, from a confcioufnefs of our utter ina-
bility
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bility to perform thefe great things, to depend con-
tinually upon the promifed aid and dire&ion of his
Holy Spirit, to feek this afliftance by frequent fer-
vent prayer, to offer up ourfelves daily as living
facrifices unto God ;—and, finally, when we have
done all, to be deeply fenfible of our unworthinefs
of the leaft of his mercies, to confefs ourfelves un-
profitable fervants, and to place all our hopes upon
this faithful faying, ¢ That Jefus Chrift came into
¢ the world to {ave finners.”

Thus, from the confideration of the perfon of
the Lord Jefus Chrift, the greatnels of our mifery
by nature, and the wonderful things he has done
and fuffered for our redemption, we may learn
the complete fecurity of that {alvation he has pro-
vided, the extreme danger of negleting it, and
the folly and prefumption of attempting to efta-
blith a righteoufnefs of our own, independent of
him ¢ who is appointed of God unto us, wifdom,
¢ righteoufnefs, fantification, and rcdemption,”
1 Cor.i. In fetting thele things before you plain-
Iy and faithfully, Itruft I have dclivered my own
foul. Time is thort, life is precarious, and, per-
haps, to fome this may be the laft opportunity of
the kind that may be afforded them; God grant
we may be wile in time, ‘¢ that, to-day, while it
“ is called to-day,” we may hear his voice. Then
we {hall underftand more of the text than words
can teach usy then we fhall experience ¢ a peace
¢ which pafleth all underitanding,” Phil.iv,; ¢ a
“ joy” which ¢fa ftranger intermeddleth not with,”
Prov. xiv.; and a hope ¢ full of glory,” which
ihall be completed in the endlefs poflethon of thofe
“ pleafures which are at the right hand of God,”
Pf. xvi.; where fin, and its infeparable artendant
forrow, fhall ceafe for ever; where *¢ there fhall
“ be no more grief, or pain, or fear,” Rev. xxi.;
but every tear fhall be wiped from every eye,

C 2 S E R.-



32
SERMON I

‘On the Chriftian Name.

AcTs, xi. 26. latter part.

s And the difciples were called Chriftians firff at
Antioch.

T'HE Evangelit Luke having contributed his
appointed part to the hiftory of our Lord and
Saviour Jefus Chrift, proceeds, in the book we
ftyle the Acls of the Apeftles, to inform .us of the
ftate and behaviour of thofe faithful followers he
left behind him on earth, when he afcended, in
the name and behalf of his people, to that heaven
from whence his love had brought him down. We
are informed, that the gracious promifes he had
made while he was yet with them, began foon to
take place; for, ¢ when the day of Pentecoft was
¢ fully come,” Als, ii. the Holy Spirit defcended
powerfully upon them, qualified them for preach-
ing the gofpel to the whole world, and gave them
an earneft of fuccefs in making their firlt eflay, the
happy means of converting about ¢ three thoue
¢ fand {ouls.”
The firft believers, ¢ who were of one heart and
%¢ one foul, who continued ftedfaftly in the a-
¢ poftles dodtrine, and had all things in com-
¢ mon,” wonld probably have been well content
to have lived together in Jerufalem, till death had
fucceffively tranfplanted them to the Jerufalem
- which is above. But this was not to be their reft:
and their Lord, who had appointed them to be
4 the falt of the earth,” and ¢ the light of the
% -world,” Matth. v. made ufe of the rage of their
enemies
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enemies to effe&t that feparation which thofe who
are united by the grace of God are often fo lotli
to yield to. Little did Herod and the Jews confi-
der what would be the confequence of the perfecu-
tion they raifed againft the church of Chrift: but
perfecutors: are always blind, and counteract their
own defigns.— So here; for we are told, that
thofe whom they fcattered abroad, ¢ went every
¢ where preaching the word.,” Thus, the word
of the Lord “ ran and was glorified ;” their bit~
tereft enemies contributing to pufh. it forward, till,
in a few years, it was publifhed ¢¢ from fea to fea,”
and ¢ from the river tc the ends of the earth,”
Pf. 1xxii. |

For a while thefe faithful followers of the Lamb
were known only by particular names, according
to the different humours -ot diflerent places; Na-
zarenes, Galileans, the people of that way, peftilent
fellows, and the like: but at length, when they
grew more numerous, when their focicties were
regularly formed, and their enemies univerfally a-
larmed, they began to bear a more general and
emphatical name. St Luke has informed us, that
this was the cafe in faét; and has likewife told us
where it firft obtained; and as I fuppofe he did:
aot this without fome defign, I fhall endeavour to
draw fome obfervations for our ufe and direétion,
from this remark in the text, ¢ that the difciples
“ were called Chriftians firft at Antioch :” which
I thall divide into two: thus,—That the firft ge-~-
neral name by which the difciples were diftinguifh-
ed from the world, and united among themfelves,.
was that of Chriffians; and, {econdly, That this
took place firft at Antioch. Thus the propofitions.
lic in the text; but, in treating-of each, it may bs:
more convenient to invert this order, and confider
the latter as previous to the other.

Now, if we confider the ftate of the ¢ity of Ans-
C 3 tiOCh,:
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tioch, before, at the time, and fince, the event
which is here recorded ; from each of thefe views
we may gather fome leffon of inftruftion for our-
{elves ;3 which ought to be our view in all we read ;
but efpecially when we read thofe books ¢ which
¢ are able to make us wife unto falvation,” and
where no one fentence is infignificant. But let us
not forget, with all we read and hear concerning
religion, to mingle our frequent prayers to the
great anthor and fountain of all grace, for that
aid and affiftance of his Holy Spirit, without which
we can do nothing to advantage.

Antioch, the capital of Syria, built about three
hundred years before Chrift, had been long the
moft flourifhing city of the Eaft : the moft remark-
able circumftance of its ancient ftate, as {uiting our
prefent purpofe, wasits having been the feat and
refidence of Antiochus, the moft cruel and inve-
terate enemy of the church and people of God;
the moft dire&t and eminent type of that Anti-
chrift who was afterwards to appear in the world ;
fpoken of exprefsly by prophecy in Daniel, chap.
xi. 3 the completion of which you may fee at large
in the firft book of Maccabees, in Jofephus, and
more briefly in the 79th and 8oth Pfalms. DBut
behold the wifdom, the power, and the provi-
dence of God! when his people were brought low,
he helped them ; he fet thofe bounds to the rage
of the adverfary which could not be broken
through : and, at length, in his appointed time,
he eretted this firft general ftandard of the gofpel,
upon the very fpot where his grand enemy had fo
long encamped; and from whence his pernicious
counfels and enterprifes had fo far proceeded. The
application of this is very fuitable to the times in
which we now live. We fee a powerful combina-
tion againft the Proteftant intereft. Qur enemies

ar¢ many and mlghty their defigns, we have rea-
fon
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fon to believe, are deep laid, and their efforts un-
wearied. Once and again our hopes have been al-
moft fwallowed up: and though we, through the
fingular goodnefs of God, have hitherto efcaped,
the ftorm has fallen heavy upon our brethren a-
broad. What may be the immediate iffue of the
prefent threatening appearances, we know not:
but we may encourage ourfelves from the experi-
ence of paft ages, as well as from the fure promifes
of fcriprure, that however the ¢ kings of the earth
¢ may affemble, and the rulers take counfel toge-
¢ ther,” Pfal. ii. God *¢ has a hook in their nole,
¢ and a bridle in their jaws,” I{a. xxxvii.: and all
their force and policy fhall at laft bring about what
they leaft defire and intend,—the welfare and glory
of God’s church. He that caufed the Chriftian
name go forth firft at Antioch, where the truth of
God had been moft eminently and fuccefsfully op-
pofed ; can likewife introduce a temper and worfhip
truly Chriftian, in thofe places which at prefent
feem deftitute of either. And for this it is our duty
continually to pray.

Again, if we confider the ftate of Antioch at the
time the difciples were firft called Chriftians there,
we may learn how to form a judgement of our
profeflion. This city was then luxurious and dif-
folute to a proverb, even in Afia, where luxury
and cffeminacy were univerfally prevalent. Whea
ther this name was aflumed by the difciples, or im-
poled by their enemies, we cannot doubt, but that,
in common repute, it was a term of the moft ex-
treme reproach and ignominy. Nor can I fuppofe
the worft appellations any fe&t in fucceeding ages
has been doomed to bear, have implied half of
that contempt which an inhabitant of Antioch or
Daphne exprefled when he called a man a Chri-
fian. 1f we imagine a fet of people, who, art this
time, in Krance, fhould ftyle themfelves the dif-

G4 ciples
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ciples of the late Damien, and be called after his
name, we may perhaps form fome idea of what
the people of Antioch underftood by the word
Ghrytian. The apoftle affures us, that he and his
brethren were ¢ accounted the filth and offscour-
“ ing of all things,” 1 Cor. iv. o¢ 7epmalapuara
TCU KOG U OUmm T AV T weprdnpua.  He has choten iwo
words of the moft vile and defpicable fignification ;
which, I believe, no #wo words in our language
will fully exprefs. The outward ftate of things is
fince changed, and the external profeflion of Chri-
ftianity is now no reproach; but let us not imagine
the nature of things is changed too. It was then
received as a maxim, that ““all who will live godly
¢ in Chrift Jefus, muft fuffer perfecution,” 2 Tim.
i, : and it is a truth ftill founded upon {cripture,
and confirmed by experience. " If we know nothing
of it in our own cafes, it is becaule our tempers
and manners have hitherto been too conformable
to that wicked world which in our baptiims we
were engaged to renounce. I fhall have occafion
to {peak farther upon this point before I clofe: in
the mean time, here is a teft to examine ourfelves
by. If we could not glory in the Chriftian name,
under the fame circumftances as the difciples bore
it at Antioch, we are as yet unworthy of_it. Let
con{cience judge. ‘

Once more: Antioch, the city where the gofpel
once fo flourithed, that from thence th¢ whole
Chriftian church received that name by which 1t is
ftill called, is mow no more. 1t has been a heap of
ruins more than §oo years, L'he light of the goipel
has been long withdrawn: gaiety and feftivity are
likewife forgot. Slavery, impofture, and barbari{m,
have blotted out the refemblance, and even the re-
membrance of what it once was. O that our yef
happy land could from hence take a timely warn-
ing ! Our privileges are great; perhaps greater, 3ll

things
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things confidered, than any nation has poffefled
fince the days of Solomon: OQur prefervation hi«
therto has been wonderful ;3 often have we been in-
extreme danger, but have always-found dehverance
at hand. Yet let us not be high-minded ; our f{ins~
and aggravations (it is to-be feared) have been, and:

ftill are, very great likewile ;- and God we fee is no-
more a refpeter of places than of perfons. Ane
tioch is ruined,. Rev. iii..; Philadelphia, which ree-
ceived fo honourable a teftimony from the mouth:
of the Lord himfelf, has been-long fince deftroyed..

Let us beware of boafting 3 let us not prefume too-
much on what we are; nor fay, ¢ The temple of
¢ the Lord, the temple of the Lord is here,” Jer. vii..

We are. the bulwark of the Proteftant intereft, and

none can hurt us.. If the Lord is with us; it 1s;
true ; if we ¢ walk worthy of the vocation -where--
¢ with we are called,” we are fafe;. but, if others:
wife, we know not how foon - God may. vifit us:
with his heavy judgements, war, famine, difcord,-
or peftilence ;. till. we become a- warning to others,.
as others are. now propofled warnings to us.. Qur-
liberties, our- properties, our religion are in God’s:
hands: may-he incline our hearts to true repent--
ance, left at length thele bleilings fhould be taken:
from us,. and given to.a people that will bring:
forth miore fruit..

There is an ambiguity. in the original word:
yenpuatioass which our tranflation renders-called::
for, though that is the more general fenfe it bears:
in Heathen writers, where-ever- it occurs in the:
New. Teftament, except in- this- paffage, and in:
Rom. vil: 3..it fignifies to.be tanght or warned by
a revelation from heavep.. Thus it:is-{poken of
Jofeph. and. the wife men,. Martth. ii.; Simeon,.
Luke, i1, 3 Corneliusy, Afts, x.; Noah, Heb. xi.;.
and elfewhere. It does not therefore appear quite:
¢ertain.-from. the text, whether. the chfmples chofe -

Q 5 rhlo:
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this name for themfelves, or the wits of the time
fixed it upon them as a mark of infamy; or, laftly,
whether it was by the fpecial direétion of the Spirit
of God that they aflumed it. But I incline to the
latter fuppofition; partly, becaufe, in thofe happy
days, it was the pradtice and the privilege of the
difciples to afk, and to receive, direftion from on
bigh in almoft every occurrence; but, chiefly, on
account of the excellent inftrutions couched un-
der this emphatical name, fufficient to dire&t and
to animase thofe who were to be known by it, in
their duty te each other, to God, and to the world.
Some of thefe ¥ propofe to infer from. the other
propofition contained in the text, That the firft
name by which the followers of the gofpel were
generally known, was that of Chriflians.

Hitherto, as they were feparated from the world,
fo they had been divided among themfelves; and
{0 firong were the prejudices fubfifting between the
members of the {fame body, that we find, in the
beginning of this chapter, fome of one party con-
tended with the Apoftle Peter only for eating with
thofe of another. Hence we read the phrafes, we
of the Fews, they of the Gentiles. But henceforward
they are tatight to blend and lofe the greater dif-
tinction of Few and Gentile, and the lefler divifions
of Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, in 2 denomination
derived from him who alone was worthy to be their
head, and who was equally ¢ rich in mercy to all
¢¢ that call upon him” in every place.

And, as they thus were taught union and affec-
tion among themiclves, fo their relation to God,
the way of their accefs to him, and their continual
dependence upon him, were ftrongly implied in
this name. A Chriftian is the child of God by faith
in Chrift: he draws near to God in the name of
Chrift: he is led and fupported by the fpirit of
Chrift: Chrift is the Alpha and the Omega, the

beginning
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beginning and the ending, of the faith, hope, and
love of every believer. From him alone every
good defire proceeds: by him alone every good
purpofe is eftablithed : in him alone any of our
beft performances are acceptable. Let us beware
(it is a neceflary caution in thefe days) of a Chri-
ftianity without Chrift. I teftify to ycu in plain
words, that this is no better than a houfe without
a foundation, a tree without a root, a body with~
out a head, a hope without hope; a delufion
which, if perfifted in, will end in irremediable de-
ftrultion: ¢ For other foundation can no man
¢ lay, than that which is laid, Chrift Jefus:” he
is the corner~ftone, * chofen of God and pre-
“ cious.” Alas! for thofe who are offended with
him in whom Goa is well pleafed ! but thofe who
truft in him fhall never be afhamed. This is
another important leflon comprifed in the word
Chriftian.

Nor is this ally but in the name of Chriffian
they might, and we may, read the terms upon
which we are to ftand with the world. If I was.
- atked what the words Platoniff or Pythagorean
ignified, I fhould fay they exprefled certain per-
fons, who embraced the fentiments, fubmitted to
the inftitutions, and imitated the conduét of Py-
thagoras and Plato; and, in order to defcribe
them farther, I need do no-more than give an ac-
count of the lives and writings of their refpedtive
mafters.  Could 1 thus, in fome diftant, unknown
country, where the name of Chriftianity had been
only heard of, have an opportunity of declaring
the hiitory, the dotrines, and the laws, of Jelus
Chrift ; how he lived, how he taught, how he died,
and upon what account; what niage he himfelf
received from the world, and what he taught his
foilowers to expet after he {hould leave them: if

I fhould then delcribe the lives and the tyeatment
Cé ot
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of his moft eminent fervants, who lived immediately
after him, and fhew, ¢ that as he was, fo were
“ they in the world,” 1 John, iv.; that, purfuing
bis pattern, they found exaétly the fame oppofi-
tion; — would not the inhabitants of fuch a coun-
try conclude, even as the fcripture has affured us,
that the temper of Chriftianity, and the temper of
the world, muft be exadtly oppofite; and thar, as
it is {aid, ¢ Whoever will be a friend of the world
¢ is an enemy of Gud,” James, iv.; {o whoever
had boldnefs to profefs himfelf a friend of God,
muft neceflarily be an enemy to the world; and
would be fure to find the world, and all in it, at
fworn enmity with him? But if I fhould farther
tell them, that though the fame laws, the fame
warnings, and the fame examples, ftill fubfift; yet
that fierce oppofition I have {poken of is at length
nearly over, fo that none are better plealed with
the world, or more agreeable to it, than many of
thofe who fpeak moft honcurably of the Chriftian
name: would not thefe people immediately infer,
thar one of thefe contending powers muit have
yiclded to the triumphant genius of the other?
that either the whole world were become fuch
Chriftians as thofe who were firft ftyled fo at An-
tioch, or that modern Chriftians muft be, for the
moft part, fo only by profeflion, and have neither
right nor pretence to their ancient {pirit? And
could we fuppofe farther, that, after this informs
ativn, fome of thefe remote people were to land at
Dover, and make the tour of this kingdom, can
you think they would be long in determining which
af thefe is indeed the cafe?

Numhers, are deceived by reftraining many paf~
fages in the New Teftament to the times in which
they were delivered, though it feems to have been
the great care of the apoiiles to prevent, if pof-
fivle, our makjng this miftake.. St John. having

- exprefsly
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exprefsly faid, «if any man love the world, the
¢ love of the Father is not in him,” immediately
explains what he means by the world, namely,
¢ the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye, and the
¢ pride of life,” 1 John, ii. If high diftinction, vain
{hew, and fenfual pleafure, make no part of the
world at this day, I muft allow, that we have no
part in the apoftle’s decifion, nor any caufe to ob-
ferve his caution; but if thefe things are as highly
prized, as eagerly, and almoft as univerfally pur-
fued now in Britain, as they were fixteen hundred
years fince at Rome and Antioch, furely we bear
the name of Chriftians in vainj; if our hopes an-
fears, our joys and forrows, our comforts and our
cares, are not very different from thofe of the ge-
nerality among whom we live. ¢ If any man,”
fays St Paul, ““have not the fpirit of Chrift, he is
¢ none of his,” Rom. viii. Now, whatever more
is meant by the phrafe of ¢ having the f{pirit of
‘¢ Chrift,” it muft certainly mean thus much at leaft,
a difpofition and turn of mind, in fome degreec cone
formable to the mind that was in Chrift Jefus, to
be evidenced by a life and converfation fuitable. to
his precepts and example. ¢ He was holy, harms-
¢ lefs, undefiled, feparate from finners ; he went
“ about doing good,” Heb. vii. He was gentle
and compaflionate, meck and patient under the
greateft provocations : fo adtive. for the glory of
God, that his zeal, by a firong. and lively figure,
is. faid to have “ eaten him up,” John, ii.: {o af~
feéted with the worth of fouls, that he wept over
his bittereft enemies : fo intent on his charitable
dciigns towards men, that.an.opportunity.of help-
ing or inftruting them was. as- meat and drink
when he was hungry, John, iv..and made him for-
get wearinefs and pain: fo full of devotion to-
wards God, that when the day had been wholly
confumed in his labours of. love, he would fre-

quently.
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quently redeem whole nights for prayer ! Luke, vi.
But I muft ftop.——No pen can defcribe, no heart
conceive, the life of the Son of God in the fleth !
yet, in all thefe things he was our great exemplar;
and no profeflion or appellation can benefit us,
unlefs we are of thofe who copy clofely and care-
fully after him. For thus faith the beloved apo-
ftle, ¢ He that faith he abideth in him, ought him-
¢ felf fo to walk even as he walked. He that {aith,
¢ I know him, and keepeth not his command-
¢ ments, is a2 liar, and the truth is not in him,”
1 John, ii.

I fhall conclude with a fhort addrefs to three
forts of perfons. And, firft, If there are any fuch
here, (would to God this part of my labour may
prove needlefs), I would recommend this fubjet
to the confideration of thofe who have a/moft, if
not altogether, caft off the honourable name into
which they were baptifed ; who trufting to what
they call the light of nature, and the ‘powers of
human reafon, venture to determine the fitnefs of
things by their own ftandard, and declare in their
words, as well as by their altions, they will not
¢¢ have this man to rule over them,” Luke, xix.
Is not this an unaccountable event upon your plan,
that the name which firft went out from Antioch,
under the greateft difadvantages, thould fo foon
overfpread the world, without arts or arms, with-
out any force, or any motive of an external kind ?
Is it poflible, that any kind or degree of enthufiaim
could influence, not a few, at one time, or in one
place, but multitudes, of all ages, {exes, tempers,
and circumftances, to embrace a profefiion which,
in proportion to the firitnefs wherewith it was.
followed, was always attended with reproach and
fuffering ? Thofe places which were moft noted

for oppofition to this way, have been long fince
| : buried
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buried in the duft: but a fucceffion of thofe whom
the world counted *“not worthy to live, and of
¢ whom the world was not worthy,” Afs, xxv.
Heb. xi. has always fubfified, and fill fubfifts.
Had you lived in thofe days when Jefus Chrift aflu.
red a company of poor difregarded fithermen, that
neither the power nor the policy of the world, nor
the * gates of hell, thould ever prevail againft them,” .
Matth. xvi. you might have been lefs inexcufable
in refofing to believe him. But now, when you
have the accomplithment of this promife before
your eyes, and well know (for you are book read)
what various attempts have been made, with what
fteadinefs and formidable appearances they have
been for a while carried on, to render thefe words
vain, but how at length all fuch attempts have to-
tally failed, and ended in the confufion and ruin
of thofe who engaged in them,—What tolerable
reafon can you affign for the part you aét? Does
the tendency of the gofpel difpleafe you? Is it
an enemy to that virtue you are fo fond—to talk
of ?  On the contrary, we are ready to put it to
the proof, that here are not only the f{ublimeft
maxims of true virtue, but that the prafice, or
even the real love of virtue, are quite unattainable
upon any other fcheme; and that the moft fpe-
cious pretences, independent of this, are no more
than great *{welling words of vanity,” 2 Pet. ii.
I fpeak the more freely upon this point, becaufe I
{fpeak from experience. 1 was once as you are.
I verily thought that I ¢ ought to do (or at leaft
¢ that I might do) many things againft Jefus of
¢ Nazareth,” Afls, xxvi. None ever went farther
than me, according to the limits of my ycars and
capacity, in oppoling the truths of the gofpel. But
the mercy of God fpared me; and his providence
having led me through various changes and cir-
cumftances of lite, in each of which I have had a

flill
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ftill deeper conviction of my former errors, has at
length:-given me this opportunity to- tell' you, (O
that I could fpeak it to your hearts), ¢ that at the
“ name of Jefus cvery knee,” fooner or latter;
¢ muft bow,” Phil. ii. before him every heart
sauft either bend or break : that he is full of mer-
cy, love, and pardon, to all that fubmit them-
felves to-him j but that, ere long, he fhall be ¢ re-
¢¢ vealed. from heaven in ﬂamlng fire, to: execute
“ judgement, and to convince ungedly finners of
¢ all the hard: {peeches they. have. fpoken againft
¢ him,” Jude.

I would, 2dly, Addrefs thofe who; while they
profefs to. believe in the Lord Jefus, do, in their
works, manifeftly deny bim, Tit. 1. This is, if pof-
fible, a worfe cale than the other; yet how fre-.
quent! You believe that Jefus: Chrift came into
the world, both. to be a: propitiation- for fin, and
alfo to give us an example of a godly life, and yet
continue contentedly. in. the prallice of thefe {ins
for which he poured.forth his-foul; in the purfuit
of thofe vices which the gofpel difallows, and in
the indulgence of thofe defires: which your own
coniciences condemn. Think, 1 entreat you, of
thefe words in the gsoth:pfalm; unto the wicked
God faith,. ¢ What: halt- thou to- do, that thou
¢ fhouldft take my covenant into thy mouth :
¢ {eeing thou hateft inftrultion, and cafteft my
“ words behind thee ¥ This queftion is now
propofed to our confciences, that we may be a-
ware 1n time of the danger of infincerity ; and
pot *“perith with a lie in eur right hands,” If. xliv.
It we cannot anfwer it'now, what fhall we fay in
that awful hour, when.-God fhall. {peak it n ten
thoufand thunders, to all who, in this life, pre-
fumed to mock him with an empty outfide wor
fhip? ¢ drawing near him with their lips, when

- their. hearts were far from him,” If, xxix. For
the.
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the day is at hand, *the day of the Lord,” when
God fhall bring *““every hidden thing to light,”
when every man’s work {hall be tried and weighed ;
tried in the fire of his purity, weighed in the ba-
lance of his righteoulnefs ; and as the iffue proves,
fo muft the confequence abide to all eternity: a
trial and a fcrutiny which no fleth could abide,
were it not for the interpofing merits of jefus
Chrift, our Saviour and our Judge. But he has
already told us, that he will then own none but
thofe who were faithfully devoted to his fervice
here. To the urgent cries, and ftrongeft pleas of
others, he will give no other anfwer, but « I
¢ know you not, I never knew you,” Matth. vii.
““ depart from me, ye accurfed, into everlafting
¢ fire,” Matth. xxv,-———What will it then avail to
plead our privileges, when, if this be all, we may
read our doom already ? ¢¢ And that fervant who
¢¢ knew his mafter’s will, and prepared not hime
¢ felf, neither did according to his willy fhall be
¢ beaten with many ftripes: for unto whomfoever
 much is given, of him much f{hall be required;
¢ and to whom men have committed much, of
“ him they will atk the more. O confider this,
¢ ye that forget God, left he tear you in pieces,
¢ and there be none to deliver,” Luke, xii.
Finally, Let thofe who through grace havé- ate
tained to worfhip God “fin fpirit and in truth,” be
careful to adorn and hold faft their profeflion.
¢ You fee your calling, brethren:” let the name
of Chriftian always remind you of your high obli«
gation to, and continual dependence upon, the
author of your faith. Ufe it as a means to animate
and regulate your whole behaviour. And if, up~
on fome occafions, you find undeferved ill offices,
or unkind conftruftions, wonder not at it : thus it
muft and will be, more or lefs, to all who would

“ exercife themielves in keeping a confcience void
1 9 of
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¢ of offence,” Adlts, xxiv. Yet be careful to mo-
del your adtions by the rule-of God’s word, Our
Lord fays, ¢ Blefled are ye when men revile you,
¢ and fay all manner of evil againft you falfely,
¢ for my fake,” Matth, v. Obferve, firft, the e-
vil fpoken of you muft be falfe and groundleﬁ;,
and, 2dly, the caufe muft be ¢ for the fake of
¢ Chrift,” and not for any fingularities of your
own, cither in fentiment or praltice, which you
cannot clearly maintain from {cripture. It is a
great blefling when the innocence and fimplicity of
the dove is happily blended with true wildom. It
is a mercy to be kept from giving unneceffary of-
fence in thefe times of divifion and difcord. En-
deavour that a principle of love to God, and to
mankind for his fake, may have place in all your
actions ; this will be a fecret, feafonable, and in-
fallible guide, in a thoufand incidents, where par-
ticular rules cannot reach. ¢ Be {ober, be vigi-
¢ lant, continue inftant in prayer;” and in a lite
tle while all your conflifts fhall terminate in cona
queft, faith ihall give place to fight, and hope to
poﬁeﬁion Yet a litle whlle, and ¢ Chrift, who
¢ is our life, fhall appear,” Col. 1ii. to vindicate
his truth; to put-a final end to all evil and offence ;
and ther’ we alfo, even all who,have loved him,
and'wa!tcd for him, ¢ fhall appear with him in
¢ glory,” If. xxv.

SER-
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S ERMON 1V,

On all things being given us with Chrift.

Rom. viil. 32.

He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, bow fhall he not with him alfo freely
give us all things ?

Arious have been the difputes, and various the

miftakes of men, concerning the things of
God. 'Too often, amidft the heat of fierce con-
tending parties, truth is injured by both fides, be-
friended by neither. Religion, the pretended caufe
of our many eontroverfies, is fometimes wholly un-
concerned in them : I mean, that ‘“ pure religion
““ and undefiled, that wifdom which coming from
¢ above,” abounds with proof of its divine origie
nal, ¢ being pure, peaceadble, gentle, and eafy to
“ be entreated, full of mercy and good works,
“ without partiality, and without hypocrily,”
James, iii. Religion is a ferious and a perfonal
concern. It arifes from a right knowledge of God
and ourfelves; a fenfe of the great things he has
done for fallen man; a perfuafion, or at leaft a
well-grounded hope, of our own intereft in his fa-
vour; and a principle of unbounded love to Aim,
who thus firff loved us. It confifts in an entire fur-
render of owrfelves, and our all, to God ; in fet-
ting him continually before us, as the objet of
our defires, the fcope and infpector of our a&ions,
and our only refuge and hope in every trouble :
finally, in making the goodnefs of God to us the
motive and model of our behaviour to our fellow-
creatures, to love, pity, relieve, inftrudt, forbear;i

an
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and forgive them, as occafions offer; becaufe we
ourfelves both need and experience thefe things at
the hand of our heavenly Father. The two great
points to which it tends, and which it urges the
foul, where it has taken place, inceflantly to prefs
after, are, communion with God, and conformity to
him: and, as neither of thele can be fully attained
in this life, it teaches us to pant after a better; to
withdraw our thovghts and affeftions from tempo-
ral things, and fix them on that eternal ftate, where
we truft our defires thall be abundantly fatisfied ;
and the work begun by grace 1hall be crowned with
glory. *
Such is the religion of the gofpel. -This the life
and do&trine of our Lord, and the writings of his
apoftles, jointly recommend. An excellent abridge-
ment of the whole we have in. this 8th chapter to
the Romans, defcribing the ftate, temper, practice,
privileges, and immoveable fecurity, of a true Chri-
ftian. Every verfe is rich in comfort and infiruc-
tion, and might, without violence, afford a theme:
for volumes; particularly that which I have read
may be ftyled evangelium evangelii ; a complete and
comprehenfive epitome of whatever is truly worthy
our knowledge and our hope. The.limits of our
time are too narrow to admit any previous remarks.
on the context, or indeed to confider the fubjelt ac-
cording to the order of an exaét divifion ; therefore
I fhall not at prefent ufe any artificial method ; but,
taking the words as they lie, .1 fhall offer a few
practical obfervations, which feem naturally and
immediately to arife from the perufal of them, ma-
king fuch improvement as may occur as I go along..
And may the Father of mercies, whe has put this
treafure into our hands, favour us with:his gracious
prefence and blefling.

I. FroM the words, ¢ He fpared not his own

. Son,” we may obfexve,.in.one vicw, the wonder-
ful



Ser. 4. given us with Chrift. 49

ful goodnefs and the inflexible feverity of God.
So great was his goodnefs, that when man was by
fin rendered incapable of any happinefs, and ob-
noxious to a// mifery; incapable of reftoring him-
{elf, or of receiving the leaft aflitance from any
power in heaven or in earth; God fpared not his
only-begotten Son, but, in his unexampled love to
the world, gave him, who alone was able to repair
the breach. Every gift of God is good : the boun-
ties of his common providence are very valuable ¢
that he fhould continue life, and fupply that life
with food, raiment, and a variety of comforts, to
thofe who by rebellion had forteited all, was won-
derful : but what areall inferior bleffings, compa-
red to this unfpeakable gift of the Son of his love ?
Abraham had given many proofs of his love and
obedience before be was commanded to offer up
Ifaac upon the altar; but God feems to pafs by all
that went before, as of {mall account in compa-
rifon of this laft inftance of duty. ¢ Now I know
¢ that thou fearet God, fecing thou haft not
¢« with-held thy fon, thine only fon from me,”
Gen. xxii. Surely we likewife muft fay, ¢ In this
¢ was manifefted the love of God to us, becaufe
¢ he gave his Son, his only Son, to be the life of
¢ the world.” DBut all comparifon fails: Abraham
was bound in duty, bound by gratitude; neither
was it a free-will offering, but by the exprefs com-
mand of God : but to us the mercy was undefi.
red, as well as undeferved. ¢ Herein is love, not
¢ that we loved God ;” on the contrary, we were
enemies to him, and in rebellion againft him ; * but
 that he loved us, and fent his Son to be the
¢ propitiation of our fins,” the fins we had com-
mitted againft himfelf. My friends, ought not
this love to meet a return ¢ Is it not moft defire-
able to be able to fay with the apoftle, upon good
grounds, “ We¢ love him, becaule he firfk loved us ?”

Should
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Should it not be our continual inquiry, ¢ What
¢ fhall we render to the Lord for all his benefits ?
efpecially for this, which is both the crown and the
{pring of all the reft ? Are we cold and unaffeéted
at this aftonifthing proof of divine love ! and are
not our hearts grieved and humbled at our own in-

gratltudc ? then are we ungrateful and infenfible in-

eed ! -

The juftice and feverity of God is no lefs con-
fpicuous than his goodnefs in thefe words : as he
fpared not to give his Son for our fakes, fo, when
Chrift appeared in our nature, undertook our
caufe, and was charged with our fins, though he
was the Father’s well-beloved Son, ¢ he was not
¢ fpared.” He drank the bitter cup of the wrath
of God to the very dregs : he bore all the fhame,
forrow, and pain, all the diftrefs: of body and
mind, that muft otherwife have fallen upon our
heads. His whole life, from the manger to the
crofs, was one feries of humiliation and fuffering,
John, xviii. Obferve him in the world, defpifed,
vilified, perfecuted even to death, by unreafonable
and wicked men; ridiculed, buﬁ'eted ipit upon;
and at length nailed to the accurfed tree ! Cone
fider him in the wildernefs, Luyke, iv. given up to
the power, and aflfaulted by the temptations of the
devil! Behold him in the garden, Luke, xxii. and
{ay, ¢ Was ever forrow like unto his forrow, where-
¢ with the Lord afflited him in the-day of his
¢¢ fierce anger ?” How unconceivable muft that
agony be, which caufed his blood to forfake its
wonted channels, and ftart from every pore of his
body! Behold him, laftly, upon the crofs, Mat-
thew, xxvii. fuffering the moft painful and ignomi-
nious death ; fufpended between two thieves; fur-
rounded by cruel enemies, who made fport of his
pangs; derided by all that pafled by! Attend to

his dolorous ery, expreflive of an mward diftrefs
beyond
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beyond all we Fave yet fpoken of, ¢ My God, my
« God, why hait thou forfaken me ¢” St Paul re-
minds the Galatians, that, by his preaching among
them, Jefus Chrift had * been evidently fet forth
« crucified before their eyes,” Gal. iii. Would it
pleafe God to blefs my poor words to the like pur-
pofe, you would fee a meaning you never yet ob-
ferved in that awful paflage, ¢¢ Tribulation, and
¢¢ wrath, and anguifh upon every foul of man that
¢ doth evil,” Rom. il.: for the punifhment due
to the fins of all that fhall ftand at the laft day
on the right hand of God met and centered in
Chrift, the Lamb of expiation; nor was the dread-
ful weight removed, till he, triumphant in death,
pronounced, *ltis finithed,” John, xix. Let us
not think of this as a matter of {peculation only;
our lives, our precious fouls, are concerned in it.
Let us infer from hence, how .*¢ fearful a thing it
¢ is to fall into the hands of the living God,”
Heb. x. - The Apoftle Peter, 2 Peter, i1. admo-
nifhes thofe to whom he wrote, from the fearful
example of the angels who finned, and of the old
world; where the fame word is ufed as in my text,

ovrt ¢peicaro, ¢ He fpared them notj;” thatis, he
punifhed them to the utmoft; he did not afford
them the leaft mitigation. It is a frequent figure
of {peech, by which much more is underftood than
is or can be exprefled. Much more then may we
fay, if God ¢ fpared not his own Son, what {hall
““ be the end of thofe who obey not the gofpel 7”7
i Pet. iv. It the holy Jefus was thus dealt with,
when he was only accounted a finner by imputation,
where fthall the impenitent and the ungodly appear ?
“ If thefe things were done in the green tree, what
¢ fhall be.donein the dry ?” Luke, xxili. The pu-
nithment of fin in the foul in a future ftate is two-
fold : the wrathof God in all its dreadful effelts, ty-

pified by fire unquenchable, Mark, ix.; and #4e

Sitngs
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Slings of confeience, reprefented by a worm that ne-
ver dies. QOur Lord endured the former; but the
other, perhaps, could have no place in him, who
was abfolutely perfect and finlefs., But if the pro-
Sfpect of one made him amazed and forrowful be-
yond meafure, what confternation muft the con-
currence of both raife in the wicked, when they
fhall hear and feel their irrevocable doom. May
we have grace fo to reflet on thefe things, that
we may flee for fafety to the hope fet before
us, to Jefus Chrift, the only, and the fure refuge
from that approaching florm, which ¢ fhall {weep
¢¢ away all the workers of iniquity as a flood,”
If. xxiii.

II. HERE, as in a glafs, we may fee the evil of
fin. The bitter fruits of fin are indeed vifible every
where. Sin is the caufe of all the labour, ficknefs,
pain, and grief, under which the whole creation
groans. Sin often makes man a terror and a bur-
den, both to himfelf and thofe about him. Sin
occafions difcord and confufion, in families, cities,
and kingdoms. Sin has always direfted the march,
and enfured the fuccefs, of thofe inftruments of di-
vine vengeance whom we ftyle Mighty Conquerors.
Thole ravagers of mankind, who {pread devaftation
and horror far and wide, and ruin more in a few days
than ages can repair, have only afforded {o many
melancholy proofs of the malignity of fin. For this,
a thower of flaming brimftone fell upon a whole
country; for this, an overwhelming deluge dea
ftroyed a whole world; for this, principalities and
powers were caft from heaven, and are referved
under crains of darknefs, 2 Pet. ii. to a more
dreadfpl doom. But none of thefe things, nor all
of them together, afford fuch a conviftion of the
heinous nature, and deftructive effells of fin, as we
may gather from thefe words, ¢ He fpared not his

¢ own Son.”
111
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III. HERE we may likewife fee the value of the
human foul. We ordinarily judge of the worth of
a thing by the price which a wife man who is ac-
quainted with its intrinfic excellency 1s willing to
give for it. Now, the foul of man was of fuch

~ chimation in the fight of God who made it, that,
. when it was finking into endlefs ruin, ¢ he {pared
- ¢ not his owa Son, but freely dclivered him for
~ ¢ our ranfom.

” Two things elpecially render the

- foul thus important in the view-of infinite wifdom :
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1ft, The capacity he had given it; for ¢ he form-
¢ ed it for himfelf,” If. xlii. capable of knowing,
ferving, and enjoying God; and, by confequence,
incapable of happinefs in any thing beneath him;
for nothing can fatisfy any being but the attain-
ment of its proper end : and, 2dly, The duration
he had affigned it, beyond the limits of time, and
the exiftence of the material world. The moft exe
ccllent and exalted being, if only the creature of a
day, would be worthy of little regard *. On the
other hand, immortality itfelf would be of {fmall
value to a creature that could rife no higher than
the purfuits of animal life : But in the foul of
man, the capability of complete happinefs or ex-

| quifite mifery, and that for ever, make it a prize
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worthy the contention of different worlds. For
this an open intercourfe was maintained between
heaven and earth, till at length the word of God
appeared ““in the likenefs of finful flefh,” that, in

| our nature, he might encounter and fubdue the

- AR VA AL ORI Ao W T LA s L e I

iwvorn epemy of our {pecies. All that has been
tranfalted in the kingdoms of providence and
grace, from the beginning of the woyrld, has been
m {ubferviency to this grand point, the redemption
of the deathlefs {foul. And is it fo !— And fhall
there be found amongft us numbers utterly infen-
hible of their natural dignity, that dare difparage

* Vid., Young’s Night Thoughts, 7th night.
VoL. IV, » D the
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the plan of infinite wifdom, and ftake thofe fouls
for trifles, which nothing lefs than the blood ot
Chrift could redeem ! There is need to ufe great
plainnefs of fpeech; the matteris of the utmoft
weight; be not therefore offended that I would
warn you ‘¢ againft the deceitfulnefs of fin,” Suf-
fer not your hearts to be entangled in the vanities
of the world ; either they will fail, and difappoint
you in life, or at leaft you mutft leave them behind
you when you die. You muft enter an invifible
unknown ftate, where you cannot expelt to meet
any of thofe amufements or engagements which
you now find fo neceflfary to pafs away the tedious
load of time that hangs upon your hands. You to
whom a few hours of leifure are fo burdenfome,
have you confidered how you fhall be able to {up-
port an eternity ? You ftand upon a brink, and
all about you is uncertainty. — You {ee, of your
- acquaintance, fome or other daily called away,
fome who were as likely to live as yourfelves. You
know not but you may be the very next. You
cannot be certain, ¢ but this very night your foul
 may be required of you,” Luke, xii. Perhaps
a few hours may introduce you into the prefence
of that God whom you have been fo little de-
“firous to pleafe. And can you, in fuch a fituation,
ffaort and play with as little concern as the lamb,
already marked out to bleed to-morrow ¢ Oh'! it
is ftrange ! How fartally has the god of this world
blinded your eyes! and how dreadful muft yocur
fituation be in death, if death alone can undeceive
you !

’ IV. LastLy, We may gather from thefe words
the certainty of the gofpel-falvation. God himfelf
delivered up his Son for us all. He declared him-
felf well plealed with him, Matth. iii. as our Sure-
ty, upon his firlt entrance on his work ; and tefti-
fied his acceptance of his undertaking, in that he

raifed him from the dead, and received him into
heaven



Ser. 4. given us with Chrift, §3

heaven as our Advocate. Now, ¢ if God himfelf
¢« be thus for us, who can be againft us ?” Rom. viii.
If he who only has right to judge us is pleafed to
juftify us, “ who can lay any thing to our charge ?
« If Chrift, who died” for our fins, and is rifen on
our behalf, has engaged to ¢ intercede for us, who
¢ {hall condemn?” ¢ There is now no condem-
¢ nation to them that are in Chrift Jefus.” Nor is
this all ; but every thing we ftand in need of is fully
provided ; and we may well argue, as the apoftie
has taught us elfewhere, ¢ If when we were ene-
¢ mies we were-reconciled to God by the death of
¢ his Son, much more being reconciled we fhall
“ be faved by his life,” Rom.v.; or, as in the
paflage before us, * He that fpared not his own
«“ Son, but delivered him up for us all,” when we
were alienated from him, ¢ how fhall he not with
¢ him freely give us all things,” now he has
taught us to pray, and given us his own promi-
fes to plead for all we afk ? — This brings me to
the fecond claufe of the text; only it may be pro-
per, before I enter upon it, to fubjein two cau-
tions, to prevent miftakes from what has been al-
ready faid.
tft, Let us remember that all is free gift, He
gave his Son; he gives all things with him. The
gofpel allows po place for merit of our own in
any refpet. There was no moving caufe in us,
unlefs our mifery may be deemed fuch. Our de-
liverance, in its rile, progrefs, and accomplifh-
ment, muft be afcribed to grace alone; and he
that would glory, muft * glory in the Lord,”
1 Cor. i.
zd, Let us obferve the Apoftle’s phrafe. He
{ays not abfolutely for all, but for us all; that is,
thofe who are defcribed i the former part of the
chapter, ** who are Jed by the Spirit of God, who
“ walk not after the fleth, who are delivered from
D2 “ the
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¢ the bondage of corruption,” who have liberty to
call God, ¢ Abba, Father,” and prove their rela-
tion by following him as ¢ dear children.” Chrift
is ¢ the author of eternal {alvation to thofe only
¢ who obey him,” Heb. v. It cannot be otherwile,
fince a branch of that {alvation is to deliver us ¢ from
‘¢ our fins,” and ¢ the prefent evil world,” Gal. i.;
o *¢ purify us from dead works, to ferve the living
¢ God.” ¢ Be not deceived, God will not be mock-
¢¢ ed ; whatfoever 2 man foweth, that fhall he reap.
s¢ He that foweth to the flefh, fhall,” notwith{tand-
ing all that Chrift has done or fuftered, yea fo
much the rather, * of the fleth reap corruption,”
Gal. vi.

The text having declared, that God f{pared not
his Son for our fakes, proceeds to infer, that
¢¢ with him he will affuredly give wus all things.”
Here we may take notice, firft, that the words a//
#hings muft be limited to fuch as are needful and
good for us. It may be faid of many of our de-
{ires, *¢ Ye know not what ye alk,” Matth. xx.: in
fuch cafes, the beft anfwer we can receive is a de-
nial. For thofe bleflings which God has promifed
abfolutely to give, fuch as pardon, grace, and e-
ternal life, we cannot be too earneft or explicit in
our prayers ; but in temporal things we fhould be
careful to atk nothing but with fubmiflion to the
divine will. The promifes, it is true, appertain to
¢¢ the life that now is, as well as that which i1s
% to.come,” 1 Tim. iv. ¢ Whether Paul or A-
¢ nollos, or Cephas, or life, or death, or things
¢ prefent, or things to come; all are ours, if we
¢¢ are Chrift’s,” 1 Cor. iii. But the particular modus
of thefe things God has referved in his own hands,
to beftow them as beft fhall fuit odr various tem-
pers, abilities, and occafions. "And well for us that
it is fo: for we thould foon ruin ourfelves if left

to our own choice: like children who are fond
to
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to meddle with what would hurt them, but refufe
the moft falutary medicines, if unpalatable; fo we
often purfue, with earneftnefs and anxiety, thofe
things which, if we could obtain them, would
greatly harm, if not deftroy us. Olten, too, with
arafh and blind impatience, we ftruggle to avoid
or efcape thofe difficulties which God {ees fit to
appoint for the moft gracious and merciful pure
pofes, — to corret our pride and vanity, to exer~
cife and ftrengthen our faith, to wean us from the
world, to teach us a clofer dependence upon him-
{elf, and to awaken our defires after a better inhea
ritance.

Again, as God, by his promife frecly to give us
all things, has not engaged to comply with the mea-
{fure of our unreafonable fhort-fighted wifhes; fo
neither has he confined himfelf as to the time or
manner of beftowing his gifts. The blefling we
{eck, though perhaps not wholly improper, may
be at prefent unfeafonable : in this cafe the Lord
will fufpend it, till he {ees it will afford us the com-
fort'and fatisfaction he intends us by it; and then we
fhall be fure to have it. Sometimes it is with-held to
ftir us up to tervency and importunity in our prayers,
fometimes to make it doubly welcome and valuable
when it comes. So likewife as to the manner.—
We afk one good thing, and he gives us an equi-
valent in fomething elfe; and when we come to
weigh all things, we fee caule to fay his choice was
beft. Thus David acknowledges: ¢ In the day
“ that I called, thou didft anfwer me, and ftrength-
‘“ enedft me with ftrength in my foul,” Pf. cxxxviii.
David atked for deliverance from trouble; the Lord
gave him ftrength to bear it; and he allows his prayer
was fully anfwered. A parallel cafe the apoftle re=
cords : He befought the Lord thrice, 2 Cor. xii.
for the removal of that trial which he calls ¢“a

‘“ thorn in the flefh;” the anfwer he received was,
D 3 « My
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‘“ My grace is fufficient for thee.” Such an affu-
rance was more valuable than the deliverance he
fought could be. Sometimes we feek a thing in a
way of our own, by means and inftruments of our
own devifing. God crofles our feeble purpofes,
that he may give us the pleafure of receiving it im-
mediately from himfelf. It were eafy to enlarge on
this head : let it fuffice to know, our concerns are
in his hands who ¢ does all things well;” and who
will, and does appoint ¢ all to work together for
“ our good.” :

From the latter claufe, thus limited and explain-
ed, many ufeful dire@ions might be drawn. [ fhall
only mention two or three, and conclude.

ift, Sinece we are told, that God freely gives us
ail things, let us learn to fee and acknowledge
his hand in all we have, and in all we meet with.
When Jacob was returning to Canaan after a long
abfence, Gen. xxxii. the fear of his brother Efau
occafioned him to divide his family and {ubftance
tnto {eparate companies; and, comparing his pre-
fent fituation with the poor condition in which he
had been driven from home twenty years before,
he breaks out into this a& of praife, ¢ I am not
“ worthy, O Lord, of all thy mercies; for with
** my ftaff I pafled over this Jordan, and now I am
‘“ become two bands !” How pious and how
chearing was this refleftion! And afterwards,
Gen. xxxiit. when his brother Efau afked him con-
cerning his fons, * They are the children (faid
“ he) which God has gracioufly given thy fer-
¢¢ vant.” OSuch a deep and abiding perfuafion of
the Moft High God, ordering and over-ruling all
our concerns, would, like the light, diffufe a luftre
and a beauty upon every thing around us. To
confider every comfort of life as an effet and proof
of the divine favour towards us, would, like the

feigned alchymifts ftone, turn all our poﬂ'eﬁionsltlo
goid,
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gold, and ftamp a value upon things which a com-
mon eye might judge indifferent. Nor is this
more than the truth: “ The hairs of our head
¢ are all numbered,” Matth. x. The eye of di-
vine providence is upon every ¢ {parrow of the
¢ field;” nor can we properly term any circum-
{tance of our lives /mall, fince {uch as feem moft
trifling in themfelves do often give birth to thofe
which we judge moft important. On the other
hand, to be able to difcover the wifdom and
goodnefs of our heavenly Father, through the
darkeft cloud of troubles and affliftions, to fie all
our trials appointed to us, in number, weight, and
meafure ; nothing befalling us by chance, nothing
without need, pothing without a fupport, nothing
without a defigned advantage: What a ftay mutt
thefe apprehenfions be to the foul? 'lake away
thefe, and man is the moft forlorn, helplefs, mi-
{erable object in the world ; pining for every thing
he has not, frembling for every thing he has; e-
qually fuffering under the preflure of what does
happen, and the fear of what may; liable to
thoufands of unfufpefted dangers, yet unable te
guard againft thofe which are moft obvious. Were
there no future life, it would be our intereft to be
truly and uniformly religious, in order to make
the moft of this. How unhappy muft they be to
whom the thoughts of a God ever prefent is a
burden they firive, in vain, to fhake off! But
let us learn * to acknowledge him in all our ways,”
and then “he will direCt and blefs our paths,”

Prov. iii.
2d, Since all we have is the gift of God, let this
teach us ‘¢ in whatever ftate we are, therewith to
‘“ be content.” ¢ Qur heavenly Father knoweth
““ what we have need of before we atk him,”
Matth. vi. ¢ The earth is his, and the fullnefs
“ thereof,” Pf. xxiv.; and his gpodnefs is equal
D g to
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to his power; a proof of which we have in the
text. He has already given us more than ten thou-
fand worlds. Are you poor ? be fatisfied with the
Lord’s appointment. It were as eafy to him to
give you large eftates, as to fupply you with the
bread you eat, or to continue vour breath in your
noftrils; but he fees poverty beft for you; he fees
profperity might prove your ruin; therefore he
bas appointed you the honour of being in this re-
fpet conformable to your Lord, who, when on
earth, *¢ had not where to lay his head,” Matth. viii.
Have any of you loft a dear friend or relative, in
whofe life you thought your own lives bound up?
¢ Be fill, and know that he is God,” Pf. xlvi.
It was he gave you that friend; his blefling made
your friend a comfort to you; and though the
ftream is now cut off, the fountain is ftill full. Be
not like a2 wild bull in a net; the Lord has many
ways to turn your mourning into joy. Are any of
you fick ¢ think how the compaffionate Jefus heal-
ed difeafes with a word, .in the days of his flefh.
Has he not the fame power now as then? Has he
not the fame love? Has he, in his exalted ftate,
forgot his poor languithing members here below ?
‘No verily ; — he fiill retains his fympathy; ¢ he is
“ touched with a feeling of our infirmities; he
¢ knows our framej; he remembers we are but
¢ duft,” Pf.ci1. It is becauf: ficknefs is better for
you than health; that he thus vifits you. He dealt
in the fame manner with Lazarus, whom he loved,
John, xi. Refign your{elves, therefore; to his wil-
dom, and repole in- his love. There is a land
where thé blefled inhabitant fhall no more fay, ¢ I
¢ amfick,” If. xxxiii.; and there ¢ all that love
¢¢ the Lord Jefus” fhall {hortly be. Are any of
you tempted.? ¢ Blefled is the man that endureth
‘ temptation; for when he is tried, he fhall re-
‘¢ ceive the crown of life, which the Lord has pro-

¢ mifed
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« mifed to them that love him,” James,i. Sure
you need no other argument to be content, fhall I
{ay, or to rejoice,. and be cxceedmg glad 2 ¢ My
¢ {on, defpife not thou the chaftening of the
¢« Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him.”
Heb. xii. Be it in poverty or lofles, in body or
mind, in your own perfon or another’s, it1is all
appointed by God, and fhall ifiue in your great
benefit, if you are of the number of thofe that love
him.
3d, Once more: Since it is faid that all things:
are freely given us in and together with Chrift, let
us ¢ give all diligence to make ouRr calling and
“ eleftion fure,” 2 Ycet. 1.5 to know that we have
an int¢reft in him and his mediation; and then
(it I may borrow a common expreflion) we are
made for ever. 'The Lord Jefus Chrift, fent from
God on a merciful errand to a loft world, did nov
come empty : no; he is fraught with all bleflings,
fuitable to all perfons, extending to all times, en-
during to all eternity. O make it your great carc
to know him and to pleafe himj ftudy his word,
call upon his name, frequent hlS ordinances, ob-
ferve his fayings, feck to know him as the only
way to God, John, xiv.; the way to pardon, peacc,.
and divine communion here, and to complete hap-
pinefs hereafter. When once you can fay, ¢ my
“ beloved is mine,”™ Sol. Song, ii. I account al!
his intereft my own, *“and I am his;” I have given
myfelf up to him without referve; you will, you
muyft be happy. You will be interefied in all his
attributes and communicable perfettions. His wit-
dom will be your high tower, his providence your
conftant fhield, his love your continual {olace.
‘¢ e will give his angels chargc over you to keep
‘ you in all your ways,” Pf Ixxxi. In times of
difficulty he will diret your counfels; in times or
danger he will fill you with comfort, and. ¢ keep™
D. g VO
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you ¢ in perfet peace,” If. xxvi. when others
quake for fear. He will blefs your batket and your
ftore, your fubftance and your families: your days
fhall happily pafs in doing your Father’s will, and
receiving renewed tokens of his favour; and at
night you fhall lie down, and your fleep fhall be
{weet. . When aflliCtions befal you, (for thefe like-
wife are the fruits of love), you fhall fee your God
near at hand, ““a very prefent help in trouble,”
Pf. xlvi. ; you fhall find your ftrength increafed in
proportion to your trial ; you fhall in due time be
reftored, as gold from the furnace, purified feven-
fold, to praife your great dcliverer. Every thing
you meet in life fhall yield you profit; and death,
which puts a fatal period to the hope of the.wick-
ed ; drath, at whofe name thoufands turn pale, {hall
to you be an entrance into a new and endlefs life.
He who tafted death for you, Heb. ii. and {faniti-
fied it 20 you, fhall lead and fapport you through
that dark valley + you thall fhut your eyes upon the
things of time, to opea them the next moment in
the blifstul prefence of your reconciled God. You,
that a minute before was furrounded by weeping
helplefs friends, fhall, in an inftant, be tranfport-
ed and infpired to join in that glorious fong, * l'a
¢ him who loved us, and wathed us from our fins
“ in his own blood, and hath made us kings and
¢ priefts to God and his Father; to him be glory
“ and ftrength, for ever and ever. Worthy is the
¢¢ Lamb that was flain, te receive power, and riches,
¢ and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour and
¢ glory, and blefling,” Rev.v. Thus ¢ blefled
¢¢ {hall the man be that fears the Lord,” Pf. cxxviii,
¢ Thus fhall it be done (Lfth. vi.) to him whom
“ the King delighteth to honour.” Amen.

5 ER.



SERMON V.
On Searching the Scriptures,

JouN, v. 30.

Search the [criptures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal life, and they are they which teflify of

S ({A

THE phrafe in the Greek is ambiguous; and
may be either rendered, according to our read-

ing, as a command, jk'arcﬁ the feriptures; or elfe
as fimply affirming, ye do fearch the feriptures. And
as the words were fpoken to the Scribes and Pha.
rifees, who were exceedingly ftudious in the letter
of the {eriptures, this may perhaps have been their
firlt defign. The difference is not material 3 and
either fenfe will afford us inftruétion. If we receive
it as a command, we fhould confider it as given us
by the Lord himfelf, whofe difciples we profefs to
be ; as bound on us by our own acknowledgement,
fince in them we think, and fay, we have eternal
life; and as abfoiutely neceflary to be complied
with, fince it is thele and thele only teftify of
Chrift, in the knowledge of whom our eternal life
confifts. If we fhould underftand it in the latter
fenfe, as fpoken to the Scribes and Pharifees, it
may give us a ufeful caution not to lay too much
{irefs either on what we think or on. what we do.
Ior thefe perfons we find had in fome refpets a
right {fentiment of the holy fcriptures: they be-
lieved that in them there was eternal life : and, in
a fenfc likewife, they made this an inducement to.
read, yea to fcarch them. But though they thus
D 0 thought



64 l On Searching the Scriptures. Ser. ¢,

thought and thus afled ; and though the fcriptures,
from the firft page to the laft, do teftify of Chrift;
yet they could not underftand or receive this te-
frimony, but rejeted the Mefliah whom they pro-
fefled 1o hope for, and took all their pains in
fearching ‘the fcriptures to no purpofe.

In what I am about to lay before you, I propole
the following order : ift, To mention a few requi-
fites, without which it is impoflible rightly to un-
derftand the feriptures: 2d, To fhew how the ferip-
tures teftify of Chrift: 3d, To confider what the
import of their teftimony is: 4th, To prefs the
practice of fearching the fcripture, from the argu-
ment ufed in the téxt, which is equally applicable
to us as to the Jews of old, *¢ that in them we think
“ we have eternal life.”

N ). Tae firft requifite I fhall mention is Since-
rity ; I mean a real defire to be inftruted by the
icripture, and to fubmit both our fentiments and our
praftices to be controuled and directed . by what we
read there. Without this, our reading and fearch-
ing will onply iflue in our greater condemnation,
and bring us under the heavy doom af the fervant
that knew his mafter’s will and did it not. A re-
markable inftance of this we have in the 42d and
two following chapters of Jeremiah. After the
deftru@ion of Jerufalem, and the death of Geda-
liah, the people that were left intreated the proe
phet to inquire of the Lord for them, concerning
their intended removal into Egypt. Their requeft
was. fair ¢ ¢ That the Lord thy God may fhew us
¢'the way wherein we may walk, and the thing

¢ that we may do.” Their engagement was_very

folemn : ¢ The Lord be a true and faithful witnels
¢ between us, if we do not even according to all
¢ things for the which the Lord thy God fhall
5§ fend to us.  Whether it be good, or whether hit

‘ 11 e
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« be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our
¢« God, to whom we fend thee.” . But their hypo-
crify was moft deteftable. 'The Lord, who feeth the
inmoft purpofes of the foul, could not be put off
with their fair pretences. He fent them in anfwer
an exprefs prohibition to go into Egypt; afluring
them that his curfe fhould follow them, and that
there they fhould certainly perith. Yet they went,
and verified what the. prophet had told them:
¢ For ye diffembled in your hearts, when ye fent me
¢ to the Lord your God, faying, Pray for us uato
¢ the Lord our God, and according to all that
“ the Lord our God fhall fay, fo declare unto us,
“ and we will do it.” Then they fpoke out; and,
like themfelves, when they told him, * As for the
¢« word which thou haft fpoken unto us in the
¢ name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto
¢ thee, but we will certainly do whatever thing
¢ goeth forth out of our own mouth.” None of
us dare fpeak thus in exprefs terms: but if we
bring our pre-conceived opinions or purpofes, not
in order to examine them ftrictly by the teft of
{cripture, but to find or wreft fome paffages in the
word of God to countenance or juftify ourfelves ;
if our defire is not fimply to be led in the very way
of God’s commandments; if we are not really
willing to difcover every error and evil that may be
in us, in order to forfake them; we clofely imi-
tate thefe deceitful, obftinate, infolent Jews, be our
pretences ever fo fair; and are liable to the like
dreadful judgement for our hypocrily ; the curfe
of God upon our devices here, and the portion of
his enemies hereafter.

Where this fincerity is wanting, every thing is
wrong; neither praying, nor hearing, nor reading,
can profit.  The {cripture abounds with the feve-
reft threatenings againft thofe who prelume to
mock the all-fecing God. I .fhall only produce one
= | pafiage
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pafiage from Ezekiel, xiv. 5. ¢ Son of man, thefe
“ men have fet up their idols in their hearts, and
¢ put the ftumbling-block of iniquity before
¢ their faces : fhould I be inquired of at all by
¢ them !—Every man of the houfe of Ifrael that
¢¢ {etteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the
¢ {tumbling-block of iniquity before his face,
¢ and cometh to the prophet, I the Lord will anfwer
 him that cometh, according to the multitude of
¢ his idols.” I fay not this that I would have any
one throw afide the ordinances of God, efpecially
his public worfhip. Thefe are the means which
God has appointed, in which he has commanded
us to wait, and where he is often pleafed to be found,
even by thofe who feek him not. But I would in-
treat fuch perfons feriouily to cenfider the dreadful
condition they would be im, if death {fhould fur-
prife them in fuch a ftate of infincerity as renders
their very prayers and facrifices *“an abomination
¢ to the Lord,” and perverts thofe things which.
are defigned for their advantage, into an occafion
of their falling,

A fecond thing neceflary is Diligence. This,
with the former, is finally defcribed in the book of
Proverbs. ¢ My fon, if thou wit receive my
“ words, and hide my commandment within thee;
¢ {o that thou incline thine ear to wifdom, and
“ apply thine heart to underftanding : yea, if thou
‘ crieft after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice
“ for underftanding + if thou feekeft her as filver,
¢ and fearcheft for her as hid treafures: then fhale
¢ thon underftand the fear of the Lord, and find
¢ the knowledge of God,” Prov.ii. ‘The wildom
of God, in which we are concerned, is contained
in his word. The beft underftanding is to keep his
commandments, Pfal. cxi.; but as we cannot keep
them unlefs we know them, neither can we know

- them without a diligent inquiry. The word which
is
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is rendered fearch, ¢pevvaw, is borrowed from the

praftice of miners: it implies two things, to dig,
and to examine. Firft, with much labour they
pierce the earth to a confiderable depth ; and when
they bhave thus found a vein of precious ore, they
break and fift it, and fuffer no part to efcape their
notice. Thus muft we join frequent affiduous
reading, with clofe and awakened meditation ; com-
paring {piritual things with {piritual, carefully ta-
king notice of the circumftances, occafion, and ap-
plication of what we read ; being aflured, that there
is a treafure of truth and happinels under our
hands, if we have but fkill to difcover and improve
it. Only let us be mindful that we have the fame
views in reading the {cripture, that Ged has in re-
vealing it to us, which the apoftle thus enumerates.
« All fcripture,” or the whole {cripture, rasa
vp2¢n, ¢ is given by infpiration of God, and is
¢ profitable for docdtrine, for reproof, for correc-
“ tion, for infiruétion in righteoufnefs; that the
# man of God may be perfet, thoroughly furnifh-
¢ ed to every good work,” 2 Tim.iii. And elfe-
where it is faid to be able to make us ¢ wife unto
¢ falvation.” How abfurd would it be for 2 man
to read a treatife of hufbandry with a defign of
learning navigation, or to feck the principles of
trade and commerce in an eflay on mufic? No lefs
abfurd is it to read or ftudy the {criptures with any
other view than to receive its doftrines, fubmit to
its reproofs, and obey its precepts, that we may be
made ¢ wife unto {alvation.” All difquifitions and
criticifms that ftop fhort of this, that do not a-
mend the heart as well as furnifh the head, are
empty and dangerous, at leaft to ourfelves, what-
ever ufe they may be of to others. An experience
of this caufed a learned critic and eminent coma

mentator, (Grotius), to confefs, towards the clofe
of
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of his life,. vitam provfus perdidi, laboriofe. nihil a-
gendo! alas! 1 have wafted my life in much la-
bour to no purpofe! But, on:the contrary, when
we are diligent and ftudious, that we may be better
acquainted: with the divine- precepts and promifes,
and better inclined to obferve and truft them, then
we may hope for happy fuccefs; “for, blefled is
¢ the man whole delight is in the law of the Lord,
¢ and who meditates therein day and night: for
¢. he fhall be like a tree planted by rivers of waters,
¢¢ which bringeth forth its fruit in due feafon, his
¢¢ Jeaf alfo fhall net wither, and what{foever he
¢ doth” under this influence, ¢ fhak profper,”
P{.i. Thus God has promifed, and thus many
have found it, and been enabled to adopt the words.
of David, ¢ Thou through thy commandments
¢ haft made me wifer than my enemies, for they
¢¢ are ever with me: I have more underftanding
¢ than all my teachers, for thy teftimonies are my
¢ meditation,” PL cxix. =

Humility is a third thing very neceffary to 2 pro-
fitable perufal of the fcriptures. ¢ God giveth his
¢ grace to the humble,” James, iv.: * He will
¢ guide the meek in judgement, he will enlighten
¢ the fimple in his way,” P{ xxv. The proud he
refifteth, armirascsras, he draws up -againft him,
he prepares himfelf as it were with his whole force
to oppofe his progrefs. A moft formidable ex-
preffion! 1f God only leaves us to ourfelves, we
are all ignorance and darknefs; but what muft be
the dreadful cafe of thofe againft whom he appears
in arms ? This has been a principal fource of thofe
various and oppofite herefies and miftakes, which
are the reproach of our holy profefiion, that vain
man, though born.a mere “wild afles celt,” Job, xi.
has undertaken, by his own ftrength and wildom,
to decide authoritatively on the meaning ot {crip-

tare . without being aware of the ignorance, pre-
judice,
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judice, and weaknefs, which influence his judge-
ment in religious matters; without knowing the
utter inability of the natural man to difcern the
things of God, and without attending to thofe
means the {cripture itfelf has appointed for the re-
drefs of thefe evils, But would we not lofe our
time and pains, would we¢ wifh not to be mifled
ourfclves, or not to miflead others ! Let us aim
at a humble fpirit: let us reflet much on the ma-
jefty and grandeur of the God we ferve: let us
adore his condefcenfion in favouring us with a re-
velation of his will : let us learn to confider the
word of God, and the wifdom of God, as terms of
the fame import : in a word, let us ftudy to know
ourfelves, our finfulnefs and ignorance; then we
fhall no longer read the fériptures with indifference
or prepofleflion, but with the greateft reverence
and attention, and with the moft enlarged expelta-
tion.

I fhall mention but one thing more upon this
head, which is as neceffary in itfelf as any of the
preceding, and likewife neceflary in order to obtain
them, and that is Prayer.  Sincerity, diligence, and
humility, are the gifts of God; the blefling we feek
in the exercife of them is in his hands ; and he has
promifed to beftow all good things, even ¢ his holy
‘¢ Spirit, upon thofe who aik him.” Prayer is indeed
the beft half of our bufinefs while upon earth, and
that which gives {pirit and efficacy to all the reft.
Prayer is not only our immediate duty, but the
higheft dignity, the richeft privilege we are capable
of receiving on this fide eternity ; and the negleét of
it implies the deepeft guilt, and includes the heavieft
punilhment. A ftranger to prayer, is equally a
firanger to God and to happinefs, ¢ like a wave
“ of the fea driven with the wind and tofled,”
James, i.  A:c any of you, my friends, unacquaint-
ed with prayer? then are you without God in the.

world, without a guide in profperity, without res
fource
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fource in diftrefs, without true comfort in life,
and, while you continue fo, without hope in
death. But, efpecially, you are utterly unqualified
to ¢ {earch the {cripture.” There is a veil upon
the mind and heart of every man, (as the apoftle
affures us, 2 Cor.iii.), fo that he can neither fee,
nor embrace keavenly truths, till this impediment
1s removed ;—the means of this is prayer. There-
fore David fays, ‘‘open thou mine eyes, that I
 may behold wondrous things out of thy law,”
Pf. cxix, He knew there were wonderful things
contained in the law, but confefics himfelf inca-
pable of difcerning them till the Lord fhould inter-
pole. 'This he has promifed to do in behalf of all
who call wpon him, But thofe who feck not aflift
ance from God can find it no where elfe: ““for e-
‘¢ very good and perfet gift is from above, and
¢ cometh down from the Father of lights,” James, i.
who hath faid, “ If any man lack wifdom, let him
¢ afk of God.” A critical knowledge of the ori-
gindl languages, a fkill in the cuftoms and manners
of the ancients, an acquaintance with the Greek
and Roman claffics, a perufal of councils, fathers,
{choliafts, and commentators, a readinefs in the
fubtilties of logical difputation; thefe, in their pro-
per place and fubferviency, may be of confiderable
ufe to clear, illuftrate, or enforce the doltrines of
fcripture: but unlefs they are governed by a tem-
per of humility and prayer; unlefs the man that
poflefles them, accounts them altogether as nothing,
without that afliftance of the Spirit of God which is
promifed to guide believers into all truth; unlefs
he feeks and prays for this guidance no lefs earneft-
ly than thofe who underftand nothing but their
mother-tongue ;3 I make no {cruple to athrm, that
all his apparatus of knowledge only tends to lead
him {fo much the farther aftray ; and -.hat a plain
honeft plowman, who reads no book but his Bible,

and has no teacher but the God to whom he prays
. in
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in fecret, ftands abundantly fairer for the attainment
of true 1kill in divinity. But happy he, who, by
faith and prayer, can realize the divine prefence
always with him! who is fincere in his intentions,
diligent in the ufe of means, difident of himfelf,
yet full of truft and hope, that God, whom he
defires to {erve, will lead and guide him in the paths
of peace and righteouinefs for his mercies fake,
Pfal. xxxi. Thofe things which are neceflary for
him to know, fhall be made {o plain, that he fhall
not miftake them; and thofe things, with which
he is not {fo immediately concerned, fhall at leafk
teach him humility; teach him to adore the depths
of divine wi{dom, and to long for that happy hour,
when ¢ all that is imperfet fhall be done away;
¢ when we {fhall no more fee in part, but fhall
¢ know even as we are known,” 1 Cor, xiii.

II. T proceed to the fecond thing propofed, To
fhew how the [criptures teftify of Chnift. In gene-
ral, it may be faid, that he is the main defign and
fubjed, both of the whole fcripture, and of each
particular book. This will be eafily allowed of the -
New Teftament, but is not {o obvious with regard
to feveral parts of the Old: I hope therefore it will
not be unacceptable to thofe who love the word of
God, if I confider this point fomething at large,
and help them to difcover the Lord Jefus Chrift in
almoft every page of the Bible. This will be a new
inducement to them to fearch the fcriptures, when
they fhall perceive that many paflages which they
were accuftomed to read with indifference, as hard-
ly able to difcern any wifdom or meaning in them,
do-diredlly teftify of Chrift.

What is exprefifed in the Old Teftament (for of
this I am now to fpeak) concerning Chrift, may be
reduced to three heads; prophecies, types, and

¢cremonies. 'T'o open and trace thefe in their pro-
per



2 On Searching the Scriptures.  Ser. g.

per extent, would require volumes; but it is only
a hint of each that the bounds of our prefent meet-
ing will permit me to offer.

The firft glimmering of light which dawned up-
on a loft world was that promife (for I confider the
promifes as a branch of prophecy) which God
(who in the midft of - judgement remembers
“ mercy”) made to the woman, that ¢ her {eed
¢ {hould break the ferpent’s head,” Gen. iii. This
was abfolute and general, giving hopes of a reco-
very, but no information of perfon, time, or place;
but the path of * this juft one was as the light
_ % which fhineth more and more to the perfeét day,”
Prov. iv. In the time of Noah, the hope and de-
fire of all nations was refirained to the line of
Shem, Gep. ix. and afterwards more exprefsly to
the family of Abraham; when this divided into
two branches, God, to fhew that his purpofe is of
himfelf, and that he will do as pleafeth him with
his own, fet afide the elder, and confirmed to Jacob,
the younger, ¢ that in his feed all the families of
¢¢ the earth fhould be blefled,” Gen. xxviii. Jacob
had twelve {ons, 'which made a:ftill more explicit
reftriCtion neceflary: accordingly the Patriarch, be-
fore his death, declared this high privilege of per-
petuating the line of the Mefliah; was fixed in the
tribe of Judah, Gen. xlix. and the time of his ad-
vent was obfcurely marked out, by the promife,
¢¢ that the {ceptre thould not depart from Judah till
¢ the Shiloh come.” The laft perfonal limitation
was to David, 1 Chron. xvii. that of Ais family
God would raife up the King, who fhould reign
for ever, and over all. Succeeding prophets gra-
dually foretold the time, place, and circumftances
of his birth, the a&ions of his life, the tenor of his
dodtrine, the fuccefs he met with, and the caule,
defign, and manner of his fufferings and death ;
in {hort, to aimoft every thing that we read in the

goipel,
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gofpel, we may annex the obfervation that the
cwngehf‘s have made upon a few inftances, (in
order, as it may be prefumed, to direct us in fearcha
ing out the reft), ¢ then was fulfilled that which
¢ was {poken by the prophets.” From them we
learn, that the Mefliah fhould be born of a virgin,
in Bethlehem of Judah, four hundred and ninety
years after the commandment given to rebuild Je-
rufalem ; that he thould begin-his minifiry in Ga-
lilee; that he fhould be defpifed and rejeted of
men, betrayed by one of his difciples, fold for thirty
pieces of filver, with which money the Potters field
fhould be afterwards purchafed ; ¢ that he thould
¢ be cut off, but not for himielf;” and that his
death fhould be followed by the fudden and total
ruin of the Jewifh government. To compare thefe
promifes and prophecies among themfelves, and
with their exalt accomplifhment recorded in the
New Teftament, this alone would engage us in a
clofe and profitable fearch into the {criptures, and
would afford us the moft convincing proofs of their
divine original and excellence.

The types of Chrift in the Old Teftament may
be confidered as twofold, perfonal and relative.
The tormer defcribing, under the veil of hiftory,
his charaéter and offices as confidered in himfelf ;
the latter teaching, under a variety of metaphors,
the advantages thofe who believe in him {hould re-
ceive from him. Thus Adam, Enoch, Melchize-
dec, Ifaac, Jofeph, Mofes, Aaron, Jothua, Samp-
fon, David, Solomon, and others, were in different
refpects types or figures of Chrift. Some more
immediately reprefented his perfon ; others prefi-
gured his humiliation; others referred to his exal-
tation, dominion, and glory. So, in the latter fenfe,
the ark of Noah, the rainbow, the manna, the
brazen ferpent, the cities of refuge, were fo many

emblems pointing out the nature, neceflity, means,
and
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and fecurity of that falvation which the Mefhiah
was to eftablifh for his people. Nor are thefe fan-
ciful allufions of our own making, but warranted
and taught in fcripture, and eafily proved from
thence, would time permit ; for indeed there is not
one of thefe perfons or things which I have named,
but would furnifh matter for a long difcourfe, if
clofely confidered in this view, as typical of the

promifed Redeemer.
The like may be faid of the Levitical ceremo-

‘nies. The law of Mofes is, in this fenfe, a happy
fchoolmafter to lead us unto Chrift, Gal. iii.: and
it may be proved beyond contradiftion, that in
thefe the gofpel was preached of old to all thofe
Ifraclites indeed, whofe hearts were right with God,
and whofe underftandings were enlightened by his
Spirit. The ark of the covenant, the mercy-feat,
the tabernacle, the incenfe, the altar, the offer-
ings, the high prieft with his ornaments and gar-
ments, the Faws relating to the leprofy, the Naza.
rite, and the redemption of lands ; — all thefe, and
many more which I have not time to mention, had
a deep and important meaning beyond their out-
ward appearance; each, in their place, pointed to
¢¢ the Lamb of God who was to take away the fins
¢ of the world,” John, i. derived their efhicacy
from him, and received their full accomplifhment
in him.

Thus the Old and New Teftament do mutually
illuftrate each other; nor can either be well un-
derftood fingly. The Old Teftament, in hiftories,
types, prophecies, and ceremonies, ftrongly deli-
neate him who, in the fulnefs of time, was to come
into the world to effe a reconciliation between
God and man. The New Teftament {hews, that
all thefe charalters and circumftances were atually
fulfilled in Jefus of Nazareth; that it was he of
whom ¢ Molcs in the law and the prophets did

“ write;”
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¢¢ writc;” and that we are not to look for an-

other.

We read in Genefis, chap. xxi. that Abraham had
two fons, Ifaac, the child of the promife, the {on
of his old age, by his wife Sarah, and Ifhmael,
born fome years before, of Hagar, the handmaid
and fervant of Sarah; that the latter, with his mo-
ther, were caft out of the family; the occafion
fome would think trivial, the anger and jealoufy
of Sarah, becaufe Ithmael had mocked her fon.
But when it was grievous to Abraham to put them
away upon fo flight a ground, God himfelf inter-
pofed, and commanded him to comply with her
defire. Had we heard no more of this, it is likely
we fhould have confidered it as a piece of family-
hiflory of no very great importance, but to thofe
who were immediately concerned in 1it. 'We fhould
perhaps have wondered to find fo much faid upon
{uch a fubjet, in a book which we profefs to be-
lieve was written by divine infpiration ; we fhould
probably have prefumed to arraign the divine wif-
dom, in delcending to particulars, in which, ac-
cording to our views of the fitnefs of things, we
could difcern nothing either interefting or in-
ftruétive. To guard us from thefe rafth miftakes,
to explain the true meaning of this particular
tranfadtion, and at the fame time to fornith us
with a key for underftanding many paflages of the
like nature, in which Auman wiydsm can dilcover
neither beauty nor benefit; it has pleafed God to
favour us with an infallible expofition of the whole
matter. Not for the fake of Abraham, or lfaac,
or Ifhmael, or Hagar, was this recorded; much
lefs merely to gratify our curiofity. No: « Thefe
¢ things,” faith the Apoftle Paul,  are an alle-
 gory; for thefe are the two covenants; the one
‘ from mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage,
“ which js Agar. For this Agar is mount Sinai

(¢ in
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“ in Arabia, and anfwereth fo Jerufalem which
 now 1s, and is In bondage with her children,
¢¢ But Jerufalem which is above, is free, which is
¢ the mother of us all. ——Now we, brethren, as
¢¢ Ifaac was, are the children of promlfe But as
¢ then he that was born after the flefh, perfecuted
¢ him that was born after the Spirit, even fo it is
 now. Neverthelefs, what faith the fcripture?
¢ Caft out the bond-woman and her fon: for the
“ {on of the bond-woman thall not be heir with
<. the fon of the frec-woman. So then, brethren,
¢¢ we are not children of the bond-woman, but
¢ of the free,” Gal. iv. I muft not detain you by
fhewing at large how 'the apoftle” teaches us to dif-
cover the fpirit and privileges of the gofpel, toge-
ther with what all who truly receive 1t moit expect
to encounter, in a paflage which we might other-
wife have thought fuperfiuous, it not impertinent.
Keep this in your mind when you read the fcrip-
ture. Affure yourfelves, that there is nothing vain
or ufelefs in the word of God. Compare one place
with another, the law with, the gofpel, the pro-
phets with the evangelifts; pray unto God that he
would open your underftandings to underftand the
{criptures, as he did for the difciples, Luke, xxiv.;
and in a little time you will find, that Chrift is not
only fpoken of in a few verfes, here and there,
but ithat, as I faid before, he is the main {cope
and fubjet of every book, and afmoff of cvery
chapter.

I would add an inftance or two of the meaning
of the ceremonies, to what I have obferved of Ha-
gar in reference to the types. In the law of the
Paflover, it was efpecially enjoined, Exod. xii. that
not a bone of the pafchal lamb fhould be broken.
Now, who would have thought that this referred
to Chrift ? yet we fee the evangelift exprefsly ap-

plies it to him, and is filled with wonder at the ac-
complithment.
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complithment. The legs of thofe who were cru-
cified at the {ame time were purpofely broken,
John, xix. ; but our Lord was pafled by; and that
it thould be fo, was intimated near fifteen hundred
years before, in this charge concerning the lamb.
Again, we find that in {feveral places, where a bul-
lock was commanded to be flain for a fin-offering,
it is enjoined, that the fleth and the fkin fhould be
burnt without the camp; and from the epiftle to
the Hebrews, chap. xiii. we learn, that this was
not a {light or arbitrary circumftance. We have
there this explication : ‘¢ For the bodies of thofe
¢ beafts whofe blood is brought into the fanctuary,
¢ by the high prieft, for fin, were burnt without
¢ the camp : Wherefore Jefus alfo, that he might
¢ {anctify the people with his own blood, fuffer-
“ ed without the gate. Let us go ferth, therefore,
¢ without the camp, bearing his reproach.” I
muft not enlarge any farther, or it were eafy, by
the clue the apoitles in their writings have given us,
to trace the important meaning of many of thofe
inftitutions, which fcoffers, who are wife in their
own conceits, though neither acquainted with them-
felves nor the fubje&, prefume to cenfure as frivo-
lous. The fenfe of the facred writings lics too deep
for a captious, fuperficial, volatile furvey; it muft
be a fearch, a'fcrutiny; a humble, diligent, fin-
ccie, and perfevering inquiry, or no fausfation
can be expected. '

THE import of the {cripture-teftimony concern-
ing Chrift, which was the third thing I propofed
to fpeak of, muft be deferred to another opportu-
nity. [ hope what has been already faid, may,
through the divine blefling, engage you ¢ to fearch
¢ the feriptures.,” Remember 1t 1s the command
of our Lord Jefus Chrift: it is the only appointed
way to the knowledge of him, whom to know, fo

Vou. IV, ¢ L as
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as to love, ferve, and obey him, is both the foun-
dation and the fum of our happinefs, here and
hercafter. We, as well as the Jews, think we have
eternal life in the {cripture, and fhall, like them,
be inexcufeable and ‘felf-condemned if we negleét
it. Let us not be like fools, with a prize, an ine¢-
ftimable prize, in our hands, but without heart or
{kill to ufe it. Better it would have been for us
to have lived and died in the wilds of America,
- without either means of grace or hopes of glory,
than to flight this record which God has been plea-
{ed to give us of his Son. But happy the man
whofe delight is in the law of his God! He has
fure direCtion in every difficulty,- certain comfort
in every diftrefs, The beauty of the precepts are
preferable in his eye to ¢ thoufands of gold and
¢ filver,” Pf. cxix. The comforts of the promifes
are fweeter to his tafte, ¢ than honey or the honey-
¢ comb,” Pf. xix. He is happy in life; for the
word of God is to him as a *¢ fountain of living
¢ water.” He fhall be happy in deathj the pro-
mifes of his God fhall fupport him through that
dark valley ; and he fhall be happy for ever in the
prefence and love of him for whofe fake he now
“{earches the fcripture ;: ¢ Whom having not feen,”
1 Pet.i. yet, from the teftimony there given of
him, ¢ he loves; in whom, though now he fees
““ him not, yet believing, he rejoices with joy une
#¢ {peakable and full of glory.”

Pleraque
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; Pleraque autem (fi detur liberé loquendi venia)
' quee etiam in Theologicis fcholis tractantur, et
. magno cum apparatu et ftrepitu docentur et difpu-
- tantur, {pinofum forte acumen habent, fed ﬁmul
' certd fpinofam fterilitatem : lacerare et pungere
Epoﬁ'unt, animos paicere non poflunt: * Nemo
| ¢ enim ex fpmls uvas colligit unquam, aut ex tri-
| ¢ bulis ficus.” * Quorfum alta (inquit quidam)
“' de Trinitate difputare, fi carcas humilitate, et
+ ¢ fic Trinitati difpliceas ?” Et apté St Augu{hnus
ad illud Efaiz, * Ego Deus tuus docens te utilia 3"
“ utilia (inquit) docens, non fubtilia.” Et hoc eft
quod opto et oro ; ut nobis pro modulo nofiro fube
docentibus, ille efficaciter vos perdoceat, qui cathee
dram in coelo habens, corda docet in terris.

Archiep, Leighton. Pralet. Theol,
2ag- 4+ edit. Lond. 1693, 4t6.

é
i
|
5
5
! kN S E Re
;
b



.80

S ERMON VL

The fame fubje& continued.

Jonx, v. 39.

Search the feriptures, for in them ye think ye have
~ eternal life, and they are they which teftify o
me.

IN a former difcourfe on thefe words, I mention
 ed four things as highly requifite, if we would
“acquire an ufetul knowledge of the feripture, fin.
cerity with refpect to the end, diligence in the uf:
©of means, a humble '{fenfe of our own weaknefs,
and carneft prayer to God for the aflitance of his
-grace and fpirit. To engage us to this pradtice,
and perfeverance therein, I next confidered Ao
the fcriptures, when properly fearched into and
compared, do clearly and in every part teflity of
Chrift, that he is the end of the law, the fum of
the prophets, the completion of the promifes, the
fcope of the types and ceremonies, and the grea
object of the whole Old-Teftament difpenfation.—
- ¥ am now to fay fomething to the third point I pro-
pofed,

III. CoxCER NG the import of the teftnmonﬂ
the fcriptures bear to Chrift.

The principal difficultics on this head are, wher
to begin on a fubject abfolutely boundlefs; and
what to feleét that may be moft fuitable and ufeful
to this aflembly, from the immenfe variety of to-
pics that offer. For this being the great end and
defign of the fcripture, to proclaim the excellency

of Chrift Jefus our Lord, ¥ that we through hin
* 66 may
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¢« may have ftrong confolation,” Heb. xii. it is ine
culcated in fo many places, fet in fuch a diverfity of
views, and couched under [uch deep and compree
henfive expreflions, that not only our prefent op-
portunity, but my whole future life, would be too
fhort, if I would collet, ftate, and explain all that
properly belongs to this fingle article.  For order’s
{ake, I fhall reduce the little I muft {ay at this time
to three or four diftint particulars, what the {crip-
ture teftifies of Chrift, as to his perfon, his offices,
his power, and his love.

When we hear of fome great undertaking to be
performed, we inquire of courle about the perfon
who is chiefly concerned in it; fo, when we are
told of the mighty works Jefus Chrift engaged to
perform, to-rédeem a loft world, to fatisfy divine
juftice, to make an end of fin, to abolifh death,
and to bring life and immortality to light ; the Orit
queftion that occurs is, Whois he ? ¢ Search rhe
¢ fcriptures,” and you will have a clear and de-
cifive anfwer. The Prophet Ifaiah, rapz into fu-
ture times, defcribes him thus: ¢ Unto us a child
“ is born, unto us a Son is given, and the govern-
¢ ment fhall be upon his thoulder: and he fhall
‘“ be called, Wonderful, Counfellor, the Mighty
““ God, the Everlafting Father, the Prince of
“ Peace,” If. ix. 6. 'The union of the divine and
human natures in the Mefliah is fo firongly aflert-
ed, the names and attributes of God are {o clearly
afcribed, in this paffage, to one who thould be dorn
into the world, that ‘- he who runs may read ; the
‘“ way-faring man, though a fool,” muft under-
ftand it and it requires a confiderable fhare of un-
happy ingenuity, to wreft the words to any other
than their obvious meaning. This text, if it ftood.
alone in the Bible, (fuppofing the {criptures to be a
revelation from God), would be a full warrant,
and 2 firm foundation, for that great point of Chri-

E 3 - ftian
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ftian faith and doétrine, That Jefus Chrift is very
God, and very man; or, as the apofile better ex-
prefles it, ¢ God manifeft in the fleth,” Buat it is
not alone: on the contrary, the Mefliah is feldom
mentioned, but fomething is either faid of him,
or referred to him, which teaches us the fame im-
portant truth: ¢ Behold the days come, (faith
¢ the Lord by Jeremiah, chap. xxiii.), that I will
¢ raife unto David a righteous branch, and a
¢¢ king fhall reign and profper, and fhall execute
 judgement and juftice in the earth. In his days
¢¢ Judah fhall be faved, and Ilfrael fhall dwell fafe-
¢ ly: and this is his name whereby he fhall be
€ called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOQOUS.-
¢« NESS.” Ifaiah in general ftyles him, ¢ A child
 to be born;” Jeremiah more particularly, a
¢« Branch of David.” Ifaiah afcribes to him the
name of, * The Mighty God;” Jeremiah fays, he
fhall be called, ¢ The Lord our Righteoufnefs.”
You have the word LORD, in capital letters here,
as in other places where it is in the original JE-
HOVAH. Some of the names of God are occa-
fionally applied to inferior fubjefts, to angels, to
magiftrates, and fometimes to idols. But 7Feho-
- vah is allowed by all to fignify the effential and
incommunicable name of the Moft High God.
Yet this is not the only place where it is exprefsly
and diredtly applied to the Mefliah. David him-
felf {peaks to the fame purpofe: ¢ The Lord
¢ {aid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand,”
Pfal. cx. That the Mefliah was to be David’s fon,
was known and acknowledged by the Jews in our
‘Saviour’s time; but how he could be the fon of
David, and yet his Lord, was a difficulty that ut-
terly pofed and filenced the moft learned Rabbies
and, Scribes among them; becaufe, being defti-
tute of that fincerity and humility we have before

fpoken of, they could not underftand the {crip-
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tures, which were read in their {ynagogues every
day.

Now, although this important dodtrine was not
to be diltovered by the light of nature, or the
powers of human reafon, yet, fince it has pleafed
Gud to make it known to us, our reafon, humbly
tracing the fteps of divine revelation, can eafily
prove the expedience, and even the neceflity, that
it thould be fo. When we are informed from
{cripture, thar all mankind being funk into a ftate
of fin and mifery, God had in great mercy ap~
pointed a perfon to atone for the one, and deliver
themm from the other; we may fafely, from thefe
principles, infer, by our own reafon, ift, That
this perfon cannot be mere man : for as the whole
human race, and confequently every individual, is
fuppofed to be previoufly involved in the fame cir-
cumftances of guilt and condemnation, it is impof-:
fible that any one of thefe thould be able either to-
anfwer or latisfy for himfelf, much lefs be quali-
fied to interpofe in bechalf of another. From
hence reafon may afcend a ftep higher, and con-
clude, 2d, That no mere creature, however great.
and excellent, can undertake this part: for the two.
great points neceffary in order to our redemption, to
fatisfy the juftice of God, and to reftore the divine
image in man, are either of them beyond the fphere
of finite power. We read in the fcripture of an=
gels, archangels, thrones, principalities, and powers;.
and from feveral texts we may collet, that their
number and excellencies are beyond any concep-
tions we can form. Could we f{uppofe that the
virtues and endowments of all thefe various and:
exalted beings were united and centered in one of
them ; however glorious this being would be in
other refpects, when we confider him as a creature.
of the divine power, he will be found to be as un-

fit, and as unable, to interfere in the behalf of fin-
L g ful
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ful man, as the meaneft worm that crawls upon
the earth. It is the duty of every being, great and
{fmall, to be entirely devoted, according to the ex-
tent of its capacity, to the fervice and glory of its
great Creator; therefore an angel is no more ca-
pable than a man of performing the {malleft work
of fupererogation. The higheft archangel could
not magnify the law of God, and make it honour-
able on the behalf of man, being already-bound
thereto for himfelf : much lefs can we fuppole
fuch a being capable of expiating the fins of man-
kind by futfering. If divine juftice infifted on a
propitiation, it muft follow, that nothing lefs than
an equivalent could be accepted. But what would
be the temporary fufferings of a creature, or of all
creatures in this view? A finite fatisfattion, how-
ever heightened and exaggerated, would at laft be
infinitely fhort of the demand. As to the other
branch of redemption, the reftoration of the image
of God in the foul, I neced only mention it; for it
appears, at firft glance, that this muft be the pre-
rogative of divine power alone to effelt. It re
mains, therefore, that the deliverance of mankind
could only be attempted by him, whom we are af-
fured by the apoftle, agreeable to the paflages al-
ready cited, is over all, God blefled for ever.

~ That the Son of God fhould take vpon him the
nature and circumftances of our humanity, fin ex-
cepted, in order to atone for our tranfgreflions, is
indeed fuch an inftance of condelcenfion and love,
as muft for ever dazzle and aftonith the brighteft
underftandings. It is true fome perfons in thefe re-
fined times, affett to fpeak of this point with admi-
rable coolnefs and precifion. But in the beginning
it was not fb. Either the Apoftle Paul was lefs
mafter of his temper, or more unequal to {fublime
fpeculations, than thefe gentlemen, or elfe we muft

allow he had a very different view of the f{ubject;
_ far
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for he cannot mention it without appearing to be
tranfported, and (if I may ufe the expreflion) {wal-.
lowed up by the thought: his ideas feem too great
for words 3 and it is well if his beft attempts to ex-
plain himfelf have not expofed him, in the judge-
ment of {ome of his readers,. to the charge of
Jolecifm.  However, though this doltrine, above a-
ny other, is a proof that God ¢ is able to do for
“ us exceeding abundantly, beyond all we could
“ afk or think,” 1t is not, upon the premifes I
before mentioned, in the lealt repugnant to right
reafon 3 rather it is exaltly calculated to remove
all thofe furmifes which would arife in the mind:
of a reafonable finner upon the firft intimation of
poflible forgivenefs. In our nature Chrift fulfilled
the law which we had broken ; he fuftained the pe-
nalty we had incurred ; he vanquifhed the enemies.
we had to encounter 3 he trod the path which he:
has marked out for us; he is entered in our name.
into that heaven he has promifed us; and retains a-
fympathy with us in all our {ufferings and tempta<
tions, in as much as he himfelf has fuffered, be«
¢ ing tempted,” Heb..ii.

I am next to confider the teftimony of fcripture-
concerning the offices of Chrift.. Yhefe are, in ge-
neral, included in the chara&ter of Mediator..
¢ There is one God, and one Mediator between
¢ God and man, the man Chrift Jefus,” 1 Tim. ii..
In this word is fummed up-all that Chrift has.
done, now does, or will do hereafier, either on.
the part of God or man. But for our better ap-.
prehenfion it is-propofed to us, under three diftint
and principal views, anfwerablie to the three parti--
culars in which the mifery of fallen man does prin~-
cipally confift.

And, firft, Man having departed from God,.
¢ became vain in his imaginations, and his foolifh.
¢ heart was darkened,” Rom..i, {o that he totally,

i E g h loft
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boft the knowledge of his Creator, and how entire-
}y his happinels depended thereon. He forgot God
and himfelf, and funk {fo low as to worthip the
work of his own hands. His lite became vain and
miferable; in profperity without fecurity or {fatif-
fadtion ; in adverfity without fupport or refource ;
his death dark and hopelefs ; no pleafing reflection
on the paft, no ray of light on the future. Such
was the unhappy cafe when Chrift undertook the
office of a prophet; in which charadter, under va-
rious difpenfations, firit by his fervants infpired of
old, and afterwards more clearly in his own per-
fon, and by his apoftles, he has inftruéted us in the
things pertaining to our peace: not only renewing
in us the knowledge of the truc God, which, where
revelation prevailed not, was univerf{ally loft out
of the world, but difclofing to us the counfels of
divine love and wif{dom in our favour, thofe great
things ¢ which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard,”
and which never could have entered * into the
“ heart of man to conceive,” had not he who
dwelt in the bofom of the Father declared them to
us. We can now give a fufficient anfwer to that
queftion, which muit have for ever overwhelmed
every ferious awakened mind, * wherewithal fhall
“ I appear before the moft high God,” Mic. vi.
‘We have now learnt how God can declare and il-
luftrate his righteoufnels and truth, by that very
alt which, without refpedt to fatisfaltion given,
would feem the higheft impeachment of both, I
mean his juftifying the ungodly. We haye now a
glafs by which we can difcover the prefence of the
Creartor in every part of his creation, and.a ¢/ue to
lead us though the myfterious. mazes of divine
providence. But who can cnumerate the various,
the important, the interefting leflons we receive
_from this Heavenly Teacher, when, by the in-
fluence of his Holy Spirit, he powerfully applihg;s
, 2.
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his written word to the hearts of his real difciples,.
who fearch the fcriptures with a fincere defire to:
be made wife unto falvation! Whatever is necel«
fary to-make life uleful and comfortable, and to’
gild the gloom- of death with the bright profpe& of
a glorious immortality, is there contained: fo that,.
inftructed by thefe writings alone, a poor illiterate
mechanic has been. often enabled t3 converfe upon |
a dying bed with more dignity, certainty, and in-
fluence, than any, or all the philofophers,. ancient:
or modern, could attain..

But befides the natural ignorance.of fallen man;,
he was chargeable with aggravated guilt. Guile
and ignorance are reciprocally caufes and- confe-
quences of each other. Every additonal guilt
tends to increafe the ftupidity of the human foulj:
and every increafe of this, increafes in the fame.
proportion the natural. indifpofition for the prac
tice or the love of virtue, makes. the foul more:
blind to confequences, more bafe in- its purfuits,.
and thus. become a more willing and afliduous fer--
vant of iniquity. No wonder, therefore, that:
when the underftanding was totally darkened as to-
the knowledge of God, the will and affedtions be--
came wholiy difobedient to his lew. But when a di--
vine light has in fome meafure difcovered the heart:
to itfelf, and.at the fame time fet an.offended God.
In View, every {fuch {enfible finner would undoubt--
cdiy imitate our firft parents, and fly. (were it pof-.
fible) from the prefence of his- Maker and his-
Judge.. ¢“I heard thy voice,” fays Adam, ¢and
““ T hid myfelf, for I was afraid,” Gen. iii.—Vain:
attempt ; and if it was pra&mable, a dreadful ‘al-
ternative, fince abfence from God. imports the ut-
moft mifery to a creature who-can. be happy. orly-
in his favour. But here the fcriptures bring us.
unipeakable comfort, teftifying of Chrift as our

great. High. Prict,. To point out. and. illufirate.
L 61 [ll;‘&*
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this part of his charalter, is the chief end and de-
fign oﬁf the whole Levitical law; the main points
of which are explained, and applied to our bleffed
Lord throughout the epiftle to the Hebrews. The
principal parts of the prieft’s office were, to facri-
fice in behalf of the people, to make atonement, to
pray for them, and to blefs them in the name of
the Lord. No {acrifices could be offered or ac-
cepted 3 no bleflings expelted, but through the
hands of the pricfts whom God ‘had appointed.
Thus Chrift, the high prieft of our profeflion, of-
fered himfelf a facrifice without either fpot or
Blemifh: he entered with his own blood within the
vail, to the immediate prefence of our offended
God; and through him peace and good-will is.
proclaimed to. finful men. He continues {till to
excrcife the other part of his appointment; he
makes continual interceflion for his people; he
prefents their prayers and imperfe@ fervices ac-
ceptablé: before the throne; he gives them confi-
dence and accefs to. draw nigh to God; and he
beftows upon them ‘thofe gifts and bleflings which
are the fruits of his fufferings and obedience. The
Levitical priefts were, like their people, finners;
and were therefore conftrained firft to make atone-
ment for themfelves; they were mortal, there-
fore their fervice pafled from hand to hand ; their
facrifices were imperfect, therefore needed conti-
nual repetition, and had at laft only a2 typical and
ceremonial efficacy ; for it was not poflible ¢ the
‘¢ blood of bulls and goats,” Heb. ix. and x. could
remove either the guilt or pollution of fin. * Tigg
¢ law made nothing perfedt.” But Jefus, the
‘“ mediator of the new covenant,” is ¢ fuch a high
¢ prieft as became ‘us; holy, harmlefs, undefiled,
¢¢ {eparate from finpers; who necedeth not (as
‘¢ thofe of old) to offer facrifice firft for his own
“ fins, and then for the pcople; for this he did

. ¢ once,
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¢« once, when he offered up himfelf,” Heb. viii.
The great inference from this dodtrine, feveral
times repeated by the apoftle in a variety of phrafe,
is, that we may now have boldnefs to appear be=
fore God, that our prayers and-fervices are plea-
fing in his fight, and all the bleflings of grace and
glory ready to be beftowed on- us, if we faith
fully apply for them, through the merits of his
Son.

Once more. Man is not only ignorant of God
and himfelf, and too full of guilt to plead in his
own name, but he is likewife weak and defences
lefs ; unable to make his way through the oppofi-
tion that withftands his progrefs to eternal life, or
to fecure him from the many enemies * that rife
¢ up againft him,” Plal. . We read, that when ,
the Gibeonites made a league with Jofhua, Jof. ix.
which was the only ftep could fave them from ut-
ter ruin, the neighbouring ftates and cities all uni-
ted to deftroy them; fo the foul that is defirous to.
fubmit to Jefus Chrift, immediately finds itlelf in
the midft of war: the world, the Hleth, and the
devil, unite their forces, either to recal fuch a one
to the praftice and fervice of fin, or to diftrefs him
to the vttermoft for forfaking it. And none could
fupport this conflit, if not themfelves fupported
by a higher hand. But Jefus, the antitype of Jo-
thua, the true Captain of the Lord’s hofts, reveals
himfelt in his word, as the King of his Church.
He can infpire the famtlng {foul with unfeen fup-
plies: he, “ when the enemy comes in like a flood, >
. Afa. lix. can by his fpirit lift up a ftandard agnnﬁ
“him ; he can take the prey even out of the hand
of the mighty. He¢ has faid it of his church in
general, and he will make it good to every indi-
vidual that trufts in him, that the gates of hell
thall never prevail againft them. What though a
{cnfc of the guilt and remaining power of fin often

fills
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flls the humble foul with inexpreflible diftrefs !
He that ftills the raging of the {ea, and the vio-
lence of the winds, with a word, can with equal
eafe calm all the unruly motions of the mind,
What though the world oppofes in every quarter,.
and prefents {nares or terrors all around! what
though rage or contempt, threats or allurements,
are by turns, or all together, employed to ruin us !
behold, ¢ greater is he that is in us, than he that
¢ is in the world,” 1 John, iv.; ¢ Chrift has over.
¢ come the world for us,” John, xvi and has pro-
mifed to make us conquerors, yea more than con-
querors, in our turn. What though ¢ the devil
““ goes about like a roaring lion, {eeking whom he
“ may devour !” 1 Pet vi.: it is an argument of
the ftrongeft kind for watchfulnefs and prayer:

But we need not fear him: The ¢ beloved of the
¢ Lord fhall dwell in fafety,” Deut. xxxiii.; *'I'he
¢ Lord fhall cover him all the day long; he thall
¢ deliver him from the {nare of the fowler ? Pf, xct..

¢ His truth fhall be a thield and buckler” to all
who inlift under his banner; and at length, yea
- fhortly, ¢ the God of peace fhall bruife Satan un=
¢¢ der our feet,” Rom..xvi.

It is thus the {criptures, to help the weaknefs of
our apprehenfions, teftify of Chrift, under the
threefold-view of prophet, prieit, and king of his
people. Thefe are his principal and leading cha-
raters, which include and imply the reft; for the
time would fail to {pcak of him, as he is. declared.
to be théir head, hutband, root, foundation, .fun,
fhield, fhepherd, law-giver, exemplar, and fore--
runner. In brief, there is hardly any. comfortable
relation, or ufeful office, amongft. men; hardly
any obiet in the vifible creation, which either dife
plays beauty, or produces benefit, but. what is ap-
plied in the word of God, to illuftrate the excel-

lence and. {ufficiency. of the Lord Jefus Chrift..
‘Lhe:
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The intent of all is, that we may learn to truft
him, and delight to ferve him ; for thefe muft go
together. Whoever would be benefited by his me-
diation as a prieft, muft {ubmit to his infirultions
as a prophet, and yield him univerfal obedience as
- a king., Faral are the miftakes in this matter now
in the world. Some talk highly of the death and.
fufferings of Chrift, who are little {olicitous to
keep his commandments : others labour in the very
fire to obferve bis law; but ¢ being ignorant of
¢ God’s righteouinefs, and going about to eftablifh
¢¢ their own,” Rom. x. they labour to no pur-
pofe. Dcpendence on the merits of Chrift, and
obedience to his commands, are infeparably united 3
and only the man who aims at both, can atrain to.
eitner.

I thould now lay before you fome {cripture-teftie
monies of the power and love of Chriff ; but I have
anticipated this part of my fubjeét in what [ have
already faid. His divine nature proclaims his
power, his offices difplay his love. We have feen,
that be emptied himfelf of his eternal glories; that -
¢¢ he bowed the heavens, and came down in the
¢« form of a fervant;” that he {ubmitted to all
imaginable fufferings; all that the malice of men;
all that the avenging juftice of God, could inflict
and having by this means opened the kingdom of
heaven, and taken pofieflion there, in behalf of
all belicvers, he has caufed the glad tidings of fal-
vation to be publifhed through the world; decla-
ring, ¢ that whofoever cometh to him, (without
“ one exception), he will in no wile caft out,”
John, vi. Are not thefe proofs of unfpeakable,
unexampled love? We bave {fcen, that he fully
performed the work he wndertook ;. ¢ that he has
 made an end of fin,” Dan.ix.; * broughtinan -
“ everlafting righteoufnefs, {poiled principalities
& and powers,” Eph.ii.; triumphed. over all our

¢ gncmics,,
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¢ enemies, broke down the partition-wall, and
¢ brought life and immortality to light by his go-
¢ {pel,” 1 Tim.i. We read, that he is exalted
highly; ¢ that God has given him a name that is
¢ above every name,” Phil. ii.; that he is *¢ far
¢¢ above all principality, and might, and dominion:”
and what more can be faid of his power? Read
his own declaration, ¢ All power is given me in
¢ heaven and in earth,” Matth. xxviii Were thefe
two points, the power and the love of Chrift,
rightly underftood, and fully believed, earth would
be full of heaven. DBut, alas! we are fools, and flow
of heart, to receive all that Mofes and the prophets,
Luke, xxiv. the evangelifts and apoftles, have wrote
for our inftrution.. From hence proceeds our in-
difference, and that we need lo much to be pref-
fed 2o fearch the feriptures, though we readily ac-
knowledge that in them we have the words of eter-

nal life.

IV. It remains therefore, in the fourth and laf¥
place, that I add a few words to recommend and:
enforce the command in the text, ¢ fearch the
¢ {criptures,” from the argument there fubjoined,
¢ for in them ye think ye have eternat life;” and.
we think right; for it “ is eternal life to know
¢ the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom he
¢ hath {ent,” John, xvii.: and every article of:
this knowledge is contained in the Old and New
Teftament; nor can any part of it be met with any
where ellfe.. Yet let confcience judge this day, as
in the prefence of ¢ the living God, the {earcher
¢ of hearts,” before whom our private judgements:
muft fhortly come under a review: has any book
a fmaller fhare of the time, the memory or the af-
feCtions of many of us than this book of God?
Do not the fucceflive returns of bufinets and amufe~

ment fo far engrofs our time and our thoughts,
that.
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that we have either no leifure or no difpofition, to
attend to the things which pertain to our peace?
Confider, ¢ in them we think we have eternal life,”
We know we are pofting to eternity as faft as the
wings of time can carry us; we know, that the.
confequences of our behaviour in this fpan of life
will attend us into an invifible unalterable fiates
and we confefs, that the neceflary direQtions for
our condudt in thefe moft important and precarious
circumftances, are to be found only in the Bible :
what words then can defcribe our fatal infenfibility,
if, all this acknowledged, we have no heart to
confult, or to- value, this ineftimable treafure put
into our hands ¢

Many inquiries, more curious than ufeful, have
been flarted concerning the divine procedure with
the Heathen nations, and thofe who never heard
of the gofpel of peace. ¢ The judge of all the
¢ earth will (undoubtedly) do right,” Gen. xviii.
and will be juftified at the great day, when every
man fhall receive according to their works. Til

then we muft wait for the knowledge of what he
has not {feen fivdfbrweveal. But thus much he has
already told us, that however it may go with thofe
who know not the gofpel, dreadful will be the
doom of thofe who, having it publithed.among
them, refufe to obey it. ¢ The fervant who knew
¢ not his mafter’s will fhall be beaten with few
¢ ftripes,” Luke, xii. But this will not be our
cafe; at leaft our ignorance will be rather an ag-
gravation than an excufe; a wilful, obftinate, infa«
tuated ignorance. We have the words of eternal
life in our hands; ¢ line upon line, precept upon
“ precept;” but how do we imitate thofe (whom
perhaps we have been ready to blame) fpoken of
in the parable, who, when they received a kind
and gracious invitation to 2 royal feaft, made light
of it, and. * all with one confcnt bcgm to make
““ excufe!”
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¢ excufe !” l.uke, xiv. Itis eafy to apply this to
the Jews of old: fo David could clearly judge in
the cafe of the rich man who killed his poor
neighbour’s lamb, : Sam. xii.; but had noct the
prophet liclped him, he would not have cpllected
that he him{clf was the perfon intended. Bur to
bring the gencral truths of fcripture home to the
heart is the work of God; and perhaps, while I
am fpeaking at random, he mayv roufe the con-
fciences of fome to fay in particular, Thou art the
man. Then they will foon fee how much it be-
hoves them to fearch the [criptures, when they un-
derftand the weighty meaning ot the words, efernal
life. |

Some of us, I hope, do already make confcience
of frequent reading the fcriptures; but let us re-
member the force of the word fearch. Itis nota
carclefs fuperficial reading, or difpatching fuch a
number of chapiers in a day, as a tafk, that will
aniwer the end. [ have already reminded you,
that it is a bufinefs will need your beft application ;
a ferious, impartial, humble, perfevering inquiry,
accompanied with earneft prayordor the light and
affiftance of God’s. Holy Spirit. 'When we fet about
it in this method, we fhall foon find happy effets ;
pleafure and infiruction will go hand in hand; and
our knowledge advance as the growing light. The
precepts fhall infpire us with true wifdom ; teach us
how to order all our affairs, refpecting both worlds,
to fill up our feveral ftations in life with propriety,
ufefulnefs, and comfort; and to avoid the nume-
rous evils and diftrefles which thofe who live by no
rule, or by any other rule than God’s ‘word, are
perpetually runniog into. The promifes fhall be a
fupport in every trouble, 2 medicine in every fick-
nefs, a fupply in every need. Above all, the fcripe
tures will repay our trouble, as they teftify of Chrift.

The more we read of his perfon, offices, power,
| love,
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love, dodtrine, life, and death, the more our hearts
will cleave to him : we fhall, by infenfible degrees,
be transformed irto his pirit.  We fhall, with the
apultle, {ay, 1 know in whom I have beheved ?
2 Tim. i1 tvery thing we {ee fhall be at once a me-
morial to remind us of cur Redeemer, and a motive
to animate us in his fervice. And at length we fhall
be removed to fee him as he is, without a cloud,
and without a veil ; to be for ever with him ; to be-
hold, and to fhare the glories of that heavenly king-
dom *¢ which (Matth. xxv.) he has prepared (for
¢ his followers) from before the foundation of the

¢ world.” Amen,

S E R-
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Preached in the Parith-Church of Olney,
in Buckinghamihire,

ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS.

Ser.
1. The{mall fuccefs of a Gofpel-

Miniftry.,

2. The Myitertes of the Gofpel

hid {rom many.

3. Of thofe from whom the
Gofpel-Do&rines are hid.

4. The Nature of Spiritual Re-
velation, and who are fa-
voured with it.

5. The Sovereignty of Divine
Grace afferted and illuftra-
ted.

6. Of the Perfon of Chrift.

7. Of the Authority of Chriit.
8. The Glory and Grace of God
revealed in Jefus Chrift.

9. Labonring and Heavy-laden
Sinners defcribed.

10. Of Coming to Chrift.

Ser,
XI.
12,

.
-
.
i

20,

Of Believers Reft in Chrift.
Of the Yoke of Chrift.
The Service of Chrift eafy
and pleafant.

Believers cautioned againit
Mifcondu& in theéir Profef-
{fion.

The Extent and Sanction of
the Third Commandment.
The Chriftian Life compared
to a Race,

No accefs to God but by the
Gofpel of Chridl.

Of a Living and a Dead
Faith,

Guilt removed, and Peace
reftored,

Of the Aflurance of Faith.

Bleffed is the people that know the joyful found : thy
fhall awalk, O Lord, in the light of thy courtenance,
In thy name [ball they refsice all the day : and in thy
righteoufnefs fhall they be exalted, Pal, lxxxix. 15. 16.
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To the INHABITANTS of the Pa-
rilh of OLNEY.

My dear Friends,

Have principally two motives for publifhing

thefe Difcourfes. The one is, to exhibit a {pe-
cimen of the doftrine that is taught and moft furely
believed amongit us, to fatisfy thofe who defire in-
formation, and to ftop, if poflible, the mouth of
Slander. I chearfully fubmit them to examination
in full confidence that they contain nothing of mo-
ment which is not agreeable to the general ftrain of
the word of God, and to the principles of the
church whereof I am a minifter, as {pecified in the
Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies. And that what -
I now print is to the fame purport with the ufual
courfe of my preaching, I doubt not but all who
ftatedly hear me will do me the juftice to acknow-
ledge.

My other motive is a defire of promoting your
edification. It is my comfort that many of you live
by the truths of the gofpel, and highly prize them.
You will not therefore be unwilling to view the {ub-
ftance of what you once heard with acceptance.
But it is to be feared, that the far greater part of
the congregation have need to have the things per-
taining to their peace prefled upon them again and
again, for a different reafon ; not becaufe they know
them, and therefore love to have them brought to
their remembrance, but becaufe they have hitherto
heard them without effe&t. ¥or the {ake of both,
therefore, I am willing to leave an abiding teftimony
amongft you. I hereby take each of your cone
{ciences to witnefs, that I am clear of your blood;
and that, to the beft of my knowledge and ability,

I have not fhunned to declare the whole counfel of
God. '

In the choice of the fubjeéts I have feleted for
publication,
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publication, I have not been folicitous -to comprife
a fuccinét {cheme of gofpel-doctrine, but have given
the preference to fuch topics, which the peculiar
circumftances of the times, and of my hearers,
make me defirous mlﬂht be had in continual remem-
brance.

The Expofition of the Third Commandment,
which was firft delivered in your hearing, I after-
wards preached (nearer the form in which it now
appears) at London:;-and as it led me to touch on
fome particulars of a wvery public and interefting
concern, ‘1 have given it a place in this volume.
And 1 fhall thisk mylelf happy indeed, if it may
pleate God to give wejght -to the teftimony of fo
obfcure a perfon with refpet to a grievance under
which the natjon groans.

As long difcourfes are in many refpe&s inconve-
nient, I have chofe to publith no mare than a brief
fummary of what you heard more at large from the
pulpit. And as Iaim to {peak plain truths to a plain
- people, I have purpulely avoided any ftudied orna-
ments in point of expreflion, being defirous to ac-
commodate myfelf to the apprehenfions of the moft
ignorant. |

May it pleafe the God of all grace to accompany
my fecble endeavours to promote the knowledge of
his truth, with the powerful influence of his Hely
Spirit.  And I earneftly intreat all who know how
to draw near to a throne of grace by Jefus Churift,
to firive mightily in prayer for me, that I may ftand
faft in the faith, and increafe in the knowledge of
Jefus -the Sav:our, and that, for his fake, I may
labour, without fear or fainting, in the fervice to
which he has been pleafed to call me. May the
grace of our Lord. Jefus Chrift be with you ali !,

I am your affetionate Friend, and Servant in the

Gofpel of Chrift,
Joux NEwTON.

SER-

OLNEY, Jan. 20, 1767.
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S ERMON L

The fmall Succefs of the Golpel-Mimiitry con.
fidered.

MaTTH. X1. 25.

At that time Fefus anfwered and faid, I thank thee,
U Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thow
baft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent,
and hafl revecled them unto babes.

UR blefled Lord perfedtly knew beforehand

the perfons who would profit by his miniftry:
but his obfervations, conduét, and difcourfes, were
intended as a pattern and inftruction to his follow-
ers. He is faid to have marvelled at the unbelief
of fome, and at the faith of others; not as though
cither was ftrange to him, who was acquainted
with all hearts, and always knew what he himf{clf
would do ; bur it is fpoken of him as a man, and
to fhew how his minifters and people {hould be
affefted upon the like occafions. In the preceding
verfes he had been fpeaking of Capernaum, and
other places, where his mighty works had been
performed in vain. He had denounced a f[entetice
again{t them ; and foretold that their punifhiment
would be heavier in proportion to the greatnels of
the privileges they had abufed. But this was not
his pleafing work. Mercy and grace were his de-
light, and he ufually exprefled forrow and pain for
the obftinacy of finners. He wept for his avowed
enemies, .and prayed for the murderers who nailed
him to the crofs. It was not without grief that he
declared the approaching doom of thefe cities;

yet, raifing his thoughts from earth to heaven, he
- VoL. IV, ¥ acquiefced
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acquiefced in the will of his heavenly Father, and
exprefled the higheft fatisfation in his appoint-
ment. He knew, that, however fome would harden
. them{elves, there was a remnant who would receive
the truth, and that the riches and glory of the
divine fovereignty and grace would be magnified.
Before I enter upon the particulars, this conneétion
of the words will afford us ground for fome ob-

{fervations.

I. Taat the fmall fuccefs and efficacy of the
preached gofpel upon multitudes who hear it, is
a fubje&t of wonder and grief to the minifters and
people of God. It was fo to our Lord Jefus, con-
fidered as a preacher and meflenger; and they, fo
far as they have received his {pirit, judge and a&
as he did.

1. Thofe who have indeed tafted that the Lord
is gracious, have had fuch a powerful experience
in their own fouls of the neceflity and value of the
gofpel, that in their firft warmth, and till painful
experience has convinced them of the contrary,
they can hardly think it poflible that finners fhould
ftand out againft its evidence. They are ready to
fay, ‘¢ Surely it is becaufe they are ignorant; they
¢ have not had opportunity of confidering the evil
¢ of fin, the curfe of the law, and the immenfe
¢ goodnefs of God manifefted in his Son; but
¢¢ when thefe things fhall be plainly and faithfully
¢ fet before them, furely they will {ubmit, and
¢¢ thankfully receive the glad tidings.” With {uch
fanguine hopes Melancthon entered the miniftry at
the dawn of the Reformation : he thought he had
only to fpeak, and to be heard, in order to con-
vince3 but he foon found himfelf miltaken, and
that the love of fin, the power of prejudice, and
the devices of Satan, were {uch obftacles in his

way, as nothing lefs than the mighty operations of
ths
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the Spirit of God could break through. And all
who preach upon his principles, and with his views,
have known {omething of his difappointment.
Speaking from the feelings of a full heart, they are
ready to expect that others fhould be no lefs af-
feéted than themielves. But when they find that
they are heard with indifference, perhaps with con-
tempt; that thofe wholfe falvation they long for,
are enraged againft them for their labour of love
that they cannot prevail upon their deareft friends,
and neareft relatives; this grieves and wounds
them to the heart.

2. They have been convinced themfelves, that
unbelief was the worft of all their fins: and, there-
fore, though they pity all who live in the pradtice
of fin, yet they have a double grief to fee them re-
jeét the only means of {alvation ; and that this con-
tempt will lie more heavily upon them, than any
thing they can be charged with befides. It gladdens
the heart of a minifter to {ee a large and attentive
affembly ; but how is this joy damped by a juft fear,
left any, left many of them fhould receive this
grace of God in vain, and have caufe at laft to be-
wail the day when the name of Jefus was firft
jounded in their ears. |

It feems plain, then, that thofe who are indif-
ferent about the event of the gofpel, who fatisfy
them{ielves with this thought, that the elet thall be
{aved, and feel no concern for unawakened finners,
make a wrong inference from a true dodtrine,
and know not what {pirit they are of. Jefus wept
for thofe who perifthed in their fins. St Paul had
great grief and forrow of heart for the Jews, though
he gives them this charater, ‘ They pleafe not
“ God, and are contrary to all men.” [t well be-
comes us, while we admire diftinguifhing grace to -
ourfclves, to mourn over others: and inafmuch as
tecret things belong to the Lord, and we know

F2 not
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not but fome of whom we have at prefent but little
hepes, may at laft be brought to the knowledge of
the truth, we fhould be patient and forbearing, af-
ter the pattern of our heavenly Father, and endea-
vour, by every probable and prudent means, to ftir
them up to repentance, remembering that they
cannot be more diftant from God, than by nature

we were ourfelves.

1I. THE beft relief againft thofe difcouragements
we meet with from men, is to raile our thoughts
to God and heaven. For this the Lord Jefus is
our precedent here. He faid, ¢ I thank thee, O
¢ Father.” ‘The word {a) fignifies, to confefs, to
promife, or confent, and to praife. As if it had
been faid, ¢ I glorify thy wifdom in this refpect, I
“ acknowledge and declare it is thy will, and I ex-
¢ prefs my own confent and approbation.” Our
Lord’s views of the divine counfels were perfelt,
and therefore his fatisfaction was complete. It is
faid, ¢ He rejoiced in fpirit *,” when he uttered
thefe words. And the more we increafe in faith,
and in the knowledge of God, the more we fhall
be fatisfied in his appointments, and fhall fee and
iay, ¢ He hath done all things well.” It is needtul
for our comfort to be well eftablifhed in the truth
fuggefted in my text, That the Lord hath provided
for the accomplithment of his own purpofes, and
that his counfels fhall furely ftand. From this
dodtrine we may infer,

3. That where the faithful labours and endea-
vours of minifters, and others, to promote the
knowledge of grace and the pradtice of holinefs,
fail of fuccefs, yet they fhall be accepted. The fer-
vants of Chrift may in their humble meafure adopt

(e} The oiiginal word occurs Matth, iii. 6. Luke, 1xit. 6. and
RKRom. 1v. 9.
f Ll.lkc, X 21,
the
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the words of their Lord and Mafter, in the pro-
phet, ¢ Though Ifracl be not gathered, yet fhall I
« he glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God
¢ {hall be my ftrength ».” When he {ent forth his:
firft difciples, he dire&ed them where-ever they en-
tered to fay, ¢ Peace be to this houfe! and if a {fon
¢ of peace be there,” if there be any who thank-
fully accept your falutation and meffage, “ your
¢ peace fhall mﬁ upon it; if not, it fhall return to
¢ you again +.” ‘Thatis, your good withes and
endeavours thall not be loft for want of proper ob-

jedtss but when they feem without effeét on others,
fhall be produtive of the happielt confequences to:
yourfelves. You fhall receive all you wer= defirous
to communicate. Thus his minifters are to declare
his whole will, whether men will hear, or whether
they fhall forbear. And if they do thus with a fingle
eye to his glory, and in humble dependence upon
his blefling, they are not anfwerable for the event,
they fhall in no wife lofe their reward.

2. Faithful endeavours in the fervice of the go-
fpel {hall not wholly fail. Though all will not hear,
fome certainly fhall both hear and obey. Though
all are by nature equally averfe and incapable, yet
there fhall be ¢¢ a willing people in the day of God’s
¢ power 1.” 1f the wife and prudent turn away
from the truth, there are babes to whom it fhall be
revealed. The Lord renews unto us a pledge of his
faithfulnefs in this concern every time the rain de-
fcends. For thus he has promifed, ¢ As the rain
¢ cometh down, and the fnow from heaven, and
¢ yeturneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
‘¢ and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may:
“ give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater:
““ {o fhall my word be that goeth forth out of :my
* mouth: it fhall not return unto me void, but it

* Ifa. xlix. §. $ Luke, x. 6. } Pal. cx. 3.
F 3 | thalk
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¢ {hall accomplith that which I pleafe, and it fhall
¢ profper in the thing whereto 1 fent it *.”

3. The divine fovereignty is the beft thought we
can retreat to for compofing and ftrengthening our
minds under the difficulties, difcouragements, and
difappointments, which attend the publication of
the gofpel. The more we give way to reafonings
and curious inquiries, the more we fhall be per-
plexed and baffled. "When Jeremiah t had been
complaining of fome things which were too hard
for him, the Lord fent him to the potter’ houle,,
and taught him to infer, from the potter’s power
over the clay, the juft right which the Lord of all
hath to do what he will with his own. Itisonly
the pride of our own hearts that prevents this con-
fideration from being perfeétly conclufive and {atis-
faltory. How many fchemes derogatory from the
free grace of God, tending to darken the glory of
the golpel, and to depreciate the righteoufnefs of
the Redeemer, have taken their rife from vain une
neceflary attempts to vindicate the ways of God ;.
or rather to limit the a&tings of infinite wifdom to
the bounds of our narrow underftandings, to found
the depths of the divine counfels with our feeble
plummets, and to fay to Omnipotence, ¢ Hitherto
¢ thalt thou go, and no farther.” But upon the
ground of the divine fovereignty we may reft fatif-
fied and ftable: for if God appoints and over-rules.
all, according to the purpofe of his own will, we
have fufficient fecurity, both for the prefent and
the future.

. 1/, For the prefent. We may firmly expect, what
fcripture and reafon concur to affure us, That
' the Judge of all the earth will do right.” What-
ever to us appears otherwife in his proceedings,
fhould be charged to the darknefs and weaknefs of
our minds. We know, that in every point of

* Ifa Iv. 10. 4 Jer. xviin. 6.
{cience
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{cience difficulties and objeltions occur to young
beginners, which at firft view may feem almoft un-
anfwerable ; but as knowledge increafes, the diffi-
culties gradually {ubfide, and at laft we perceive
they were chiefly owing to the defedts of our appre-
henfion. In divinity it is wholly fo; ¢* God is light,
“ and in him 1s no darknefs at all :”" his révealed
will is like himfelf, juft, holy, pure in the whole,
and perfeétly confiftent in every part.  We may fafe-
ly reft upon this general maxim, That ¢ the Judge
¢ of all the earth fhall do right.” Though he does
not give us a particular account of his dealings, and
we are not fully able to comprehend them ; yet we
ought, againft all appearances and proud reafonings,
to fettle it firmly in our minds, that every thing is
condudted worthy the views which God has given
us of himfelf in his holy word, as a being of infi-
pnite juftice, wildom, goodnefs, and truth. And
farther,

2dly, For the future. He has appointed a day
when he will make it appear that he fas done right.
Though clouds and darknefs are now upon his pros
ceedings, they {hall ere long be removed. When:
all his defigns in providence and grace are com-
pleted ; when the prefent imperfedt ftate of things
fhall be finifhed ;5 when the dead, {mall and great,
are fummoned to ftand before him; then the great
Judge will condefcend to unfold the whole train of
his difpenfations, and wiil juftify his proceedings
before angels and men. Then every prefumptuous
cavil fhall be filenced, every difficuity folved. His
people {hall admire his wifdom, his enemies fhall
confefs his juftice, The deftruion of thofe who
perith {hall be acknowledged deferved, and of them-
felves; and the redeemed of the Lord fhall afcribe
all the glory of their falvation.to him alone. What
we fhall then fee, itis now our duty and our com-

tort affuredly to believe.
| L} THE
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‘THE great {fubjet of our Savour’s joy, and which,
fo far as it is apprehended, will bear up his fervants
above all their difficulties and dif.:ppointments, I
mean, the confideration of the fovereign hand of
God dire&ting the fuccefs of his word when and
where he pleafes, we muft defer {peaking of till the
next opportunity  And we fhall clofe at prefent
with a few inferences from what has been {faid thus
far by way of introdudlion.

(. Take heed how you hear. The gofpel of fal-
vation, which is fent to you. will be either a ¢ fa-
“ vour of life unto life, or of death unto death,”
to every foul of you. There is no medium. ‘T'ho’,
in a common and familiar way ot {peaking, we
fometimes complain, that the gofpel is preached
without effet, there is in reality no poflibility that
it can be without effeft. An effect it muft and will
have upon all who hear it. Happy they who re-
ceive and embrace it as a joyful found, the unfpeak-
able gift of God’s love. To thefe it will be a *¢ {a-
¢ vour of life unto life.” It will communicate life
to the foul at firft, and maintain that life, in de-
fiance of - all oppofition, till it terminates in glory.
But wo, wo to thofe who receive it not. It will be
to them ¢ 3 favour of death unto death.” It willk
leave them under the fentence of death, already de-
nounced againft them by the law which they have
tranfgreflfed; and it -will confign them to eternal
death, under the heavieft aggravations of guilt and
mifery. Remember the doom of Caperpaum, and
why it was denounced. Jefus preached amongft
them the words of eternal life, and they rejelted
him. This was all. In other things, perhaps, they
were no worfe than their neighbours, and probably
difdained to hear themfelves judged worthy of a
heavier punithment than Sodom, and thofe cities
which for their abominations were confumed with

fire from heaven. But our Lord aflures us, it fhall
be
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be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the
day of judgement, than for thofe who {light hisword..
For this guilt and condemnation is not confined to
the Jews who rejected his perfon, but extended to
all who fhould at any time treat his gofpel with con-
tempt. However inconfiderable his minifters are in
other refpects, if they faithfully deliver his meflage,
he has declared himfelf clofely interefted in the re-
ception they meet with : ¢ He that receiveth you,
¢ receiveth me; and he that defpifeth you, defpi-
¢ {eth both me and him that fent me*.” Itis
therefore at your peril to treat what we fay with in-
difference,, (if we {peak agreeably to the feripture),.
the word of God which we preach will judge you:
at the laft day.

2. Beafraid of being wife in your own eyes, left:
vou fhould approach to the charalters of thofe
from whom the righteous God {ees fit to hide the
knowledge of thole truths, without which they
cannot be faved. 'The goipel is not propofed to you
to afk ycur opinion of it, that it may ftand or fall
according to your decifion; but it peremptorily de--
mands your {ubmiflion. If you think yourfelves
qualified to judge and examine it by that imperfedt
and depraved light which you call your reafon, you.
will probably find realons enough to refufe your af-
fent. Reafon is properly exercifed.in the ordinary
concerns of life, and has fo tar a place in religicus:
inquiries, that none can or do believe the gofpel,,
without having f{uflicient reafons for it.. But you.
need a higher light, the light of God’s Spirit, with--
out which the moft glorious difplays of his wifdom.
will appear foolifhnefs to- you.. If you come:
fimple, dependent, and teachable ;. if you pray from:
your heart, with David, ¢ Open thou mine eyes,,
‘“ that I may fee wondrous things in thy law *;”
you will be heard and anfwered; you will grow in the:

¢ Mauh, x. 49 + PL, cxig. 18.
| B 5. knowledge:
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knowledge and grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift : but
if you negleét this, and truft in yourfelves, as {up-
pofing this promifed afliftance of the Holy Soirit
unneceflary, the glorious light of the gofpel- will
fhine upon youin vainj for Satan will maintain fuch
hold of you by this pride of your hearts, as ftill to
keep you in bondage and darknefs, that you fhall
neither fee it, nor defire to fee it.

3. Thofe of you who have fome fpiritual appre-
henfions of thefe things, have reafon to praife God,
that you fee a /ittle. You was once quite blind;
you neither faw your difeale, nor your remedy.
You could difcern nothing of the excellence of
Chrift, or the beauties of holinefs. But now the
eyes of your underftanding are in fome meafure
enlightened. It is the grace of God has made you
thus far to_ differ from what you once was, and
from what multitudes around you ftill are. Be
thankful. Accept it as a token for good. Be not
difcouraged that the beginnings are fmall ; but wait
on the Lord, and they fhall be increafed. Seek
him by prayer.. Converfe with your Bibles. At
tend upon the public ordinances. In the humble
ufe of thefe means, (while yon endeavour to alt
faithfully according to the light you have already
received), you fhall gradually advance in wifdom
and comfort. The Chriftian growth is not inftan-
taneous, but by degrees, as the early dawn increafes
in brightnefs till the perfect day *, and as the corn
comes forward fyrely, though unperceived . In
this manner your views of goipel-truth fhall incrcafe
in clearnefs, evidence, and influence, till you are
removed from this land of fhadows to the regions
of perfe& light, to behold the truth as it fhines in
the perfon of Jefus, without a veil, and without a

cloud for ever.

* Prov, iv. 18. + Mauh. 3ijifat. 33,

S E R
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S ERMON 1.

In what fenfe the Myfteries of the Gofpel are
hid from many.

MaTTH. Xi. 2§.

At that time Fefus anfwered and faid, I thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou
haft bid thefe things from the wife and prudent,.
and haft revealed them unto babes.

WHEN our Lord appeared upon earth, though

he came on the moft gracious and important
bufinefs, difplayed the perfe&tion of holinefs in his
conduét, and performed innumerable adts ot kind-
nefs and love, he met with little regard. He found
many enemies, but few hearty fricnds. Efpecially
thole who were moft eminent tor riches, learning,
power, or reputed goodnefs, dildained him; and

moft of thofe who followed him were either people
in low circumftances, or whofe chara&ter had been
offenfive. Publicans and finners, fifhermen, un-

learned and obfcure perfons, were almoft the only
friends he bhad. The Lord Jefus, who was infi-

nitely above the {zlfith views which are too apt to
influence our little minds, was well fatisfied with

this event. He did not defire honour from men..
““ The fouls of the poor were precious in his
¢ fight *.” He {poke kindly to thofe whom men
abhorred ; and if he mourned over the obiftinacy
of the chiefs of the people, it was for their own
fakes. Yet (as I obferved formerly) when he con-
fidered the appointment and will of God in this

* PL laxils 130 14,
F o6 difpenfation,.
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difpenfation, he was not only content, but he rejoi-
eed. He exprefied his-approbation in thefe words :
¢ I thank thee, O Father,” &c. There is fome-
thing obfervable in this paflage which will be of con-
tinual ufe and application, fo long as the gofpel fhatl
be preached. For as it was then, fo it is ftill§ the
things that are hid from the wifc and prudent, are
revealed unto babes. Five particulars offer from
the words for our confideration.

t. What may be intended by thefe things ?

2. Where and in what fenfe they are hid ?

3. From whom ? Fhe wife and prudent.

4. How the knowledge of them is to be obtained !
By revelation : Thou haft revealed.

5. Who are thus favoured ¢ Babes.

I. By the things which it pleafes God fhould be
hid from the wile, and revealed to babes, we may
under{tand, |

1. In general, the things pertaining to. falvation.
That moft men are ignorant of them, and carelefs
about them, is too plain. *~ Qut of the abundance of
the heart the mouth fpeaketh, and the tree is known
by its fruits. Men fpeak as though their tongues
were their own; they alt as though they were to
give no account; they live as though they were to
live here for ever. The way of truth is hid from
their eyes, and the fear of God has no place in theie
hearts.

2.. More particularly, thofe doétrines which arc
in an efpecial fenfe peculiar to.the gofpel, feem here
to be intended. If the principles of what fome call
Natural Religion, though agreeable to the light of
patural confiience, are litile regarded; the more
fpiritual truths of the Bible are not oanly neglected,
but fcorned. and oppofed. The fame ipirit, which
fhewed itfelf under our Lord’s perfonal miniftry
§ill {ubfifts. The chier -dodrines he taught, afnd

| QX
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for which he met with the ficrcelt oppofition, were
precifely the fame with thofe which have awakened
the fcorn and rage of the world ever fince; and
which multitudes who bear the name of Chriftians
in this day oppole with all theiv ftrength.  Such as,

1/f, The divinity of Chrift. Wnen he fpoke of
himfelf, as exifting before Abrahain, and faid that
God was his swn father (@), the Jews took up
ftones to ftone him. And this myftery is flill hid
from the natural man. No one can fay, acknow-
ledge, and believe, that Jefus Chrift is Lord or Je-
hovah ; that he who once hung upon the crofs,
bleeding 1 death, is God the maker of all things,
the rightful objet of the lupreme love, truft, and
homage of men and angels, but by the Holy
Ghotr *.

dly, Diftinguifhing grace. ¢ When Jefus firf
 preached at Nazareth, the eyes of all were fixed
 upon him +3” but when making application to
themf{elves, he touched uvpon this point, from the
examples of Naaman the Syrian, and the widow
of Sarepta, who were releafed when many lepers
and widows in Ifrael were paffed by; they were
filled with indignation, and would have thrown him
headlong down the rock. And it 1s to this hour
an offenfive dodtrine to all who do not know the
value and the need of it.

(a) John. v. 18. Mazéipa idiev ireys. He faid that God was his
own tather; tn 4 funfc pmuhal to him{elf, and exclufive of all
others. The jews welt unde. ftood the meaning of thus affertion,
that thesehy be made himfeif cqual with (Ged; and therefore, as they
did uot belicve in him, they charged bim with blafphemy. It
wouid indeed have been blafphemy th a mere man; or n the
highe(t archangel, 10 have fpukﬁn of lhmfelf in thefe 1erms.  Buzg
the torce of the cxpredlion‘is loft in our veifion of the New Te-
ftameny, through the omiflion of the word ifiv, bis own, which
feems onc of the mofl important miftakes to be tound in that.
tragflation.

* g Coroxiis 3 T Luke, 1v. 16, a0;

34ly;,
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3dly, The new birth. When this was propofed to a
mafter in Ifrael, he cried out, *“ How can thefe things
““be*?” And by many who are wife and prudent
in their own fight, it is at this day accounted non-
fenfe. A fmall acquaintance with the general
firain of what is publifhed either from the pulpit
or the prefs, may prove that modern divinity has
for the moft part found a fmoother part to tread
than that by which Nicodemus was conduéted to
the knowledge of himfelf, and his Saviour. Such
a doubtful inquirer might now be entertained with
many ingenious eflays on the beauty of virtue, the
eflicacy of benevolence, the excellency of the hu-
man mjnd, and othcr favourite topics. He would
find teachers enough to encourage and improve the
idea he has of his own importance, but_he would
hardly meet with many who would fpeak to him
in our Lord’s language, and refer him to the bra-
zen ferpent, and a new-birth, in order to learn the
means and the nature of the gofpel-falvation.

4thly, 'The nature of the life of faith. When
our Lord fpoke of this, under the metaphor of
eating his flelh and drinking his bleod, many,
who till then had profefled them{elves his difciples,
“ turned back, -and walked no more with him +.”
And none can bear it now, who are not taught of
God, to fee fuch an excellency and fufficiency in
Jefus, and fuch emptinefs in themfelves, as con-
firains them to cry out with Peter, ¢ Lord, to
“ whom fhall we go}?” Thefe things are hid

from the wife and prudent. But,

II. WHERE, and in what {enfe, are thefe things
hid ?
3. Where are they hid ?

% Joho, i 9. + Joho, vi. 66. % John, vi. 68.

1,
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1ff, They are hid in Carift. ¢ In him are hid
¢ all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge *.”
He is the great repofitory of truth. ¢ [t pleafed
¢¢ the Father that in bim fhould all tullnefs
¢ dwell +.” And he is the meflenger by whom
the will of God is made known to man . From
hence obferve,

(1) You can attain to no f{faving truth, but in
and by the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. If they are
hid in him, it can be but loft labour to feek them
elfewhere.

(2) Whatever feeming knowledge you have, if
it does not endear him to you, it is nothing worth.
It is {cience falfely fo called, and can do you no
good : for in the knowledge of him, and of him
alone, is eternal life |.

2dly, They are hid in the word of God.

(1) They are contained there: ¢ 'T'he whole
 fcripture is given by infpiration of God, and is
¢ able to make us wife unto falvation **:” to fur-
nith us with a fufficiency of knowledge and mo-
tives for every good work. The word of God is
perfedt. |

(2) Yet though contained there, they are not
plain to every eye. Though they are revedled in
the letter, they are {till hid from the wife and pru-
dent. Something more is neceflary than barely to
read in order to under{tand them; otherwife all who.
can read, and have the Bible, would be ¢qually cn-
lightened with equal application. But experience
fhews it is far otherwife. 'This leads me farther to
inquire,

2. In what fenfe they are hid ?

1/2, They are not hid as if it were on purpofe

that thofe who fincerely feek them fhould be dife

# Col.it. 3. 1 Coliirpg. 1} Luke, ix. 35. John, i, 18.
|| John, zvit 3. ** 2 Tim, i 16.

appointed



119 The Myfleries of the Ser.. 2.

appointed in their fearch. Far be it from us to
think fo hardly of the Lord, We have exprefs
promifes to the contrary, that all who earneftly
feek thall find. Fear not, you that fincerely defire
an experimental and practical knowledge of the
truths of God, and are willing to be taught in his
appointed way: though many things appear difli-
cult to you at prefent,- the: Lord will gradually in-
creafe your light, and crown your endeavours with:
fuccefs.

~ 2dly, But from fome perfons they are hid, even
from the wife and prudent, whom we are. to fpeak
of hercafter. Suffer me to offer a familiar illuftra-
tion of the Lord’s wildom and juftice in this proe
cedure. Let me fuppofe a perfon to have a cu-
rious cabinet, which is opened at his pleafure, and
not expofed to common view: he invites all to
come to fee it, and offers to fhew it to any one who
atks him. It is hid, becaufe he keeps the key;
but none can complain, becaufe he is ready to open
it whenever he is defired. Some perhaps difdain
the offer, and fay, Why is it locked at all? Some
think it not worth fecing, or amufe themielves with
gucfling at the contents. But thofe who are fimply
defirous for themfelves, leave- others difputing, go
according to appointment, and are gratified.. ‘Thefe
have reafon to be thankful for the favour; and
the others have no juft caunfe to-find fault. Thus
the riches of divine grace may be compared to a
richly-furnithed cabinet, to which Chrift is the
door. The word of God likewife is.a cabinct gene-
rally locked up ; but the key of prayer will open 1t.
The Lord invites all ; but he keeps the difpen{ation
in his own hand. They cannot fee thefe things,
except he fhews them; but then he refufes none
that fincerely afk him, The wife men of the world
can go no farther than the outlide of this cabinet;

they may amufc themfelves, and furprifc others, with
’ | their:
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their ingenious guefles at what is withinj but a
a babe that has feen it opened, can give us more {a-
tisfaction without ftudying or guefling at all. If
men will prefume to aim at the knowledge of Ged,
without the knowledge of Chrift, who is the way,
and the door; if they have fuch a high opininn
of their own wifdom and penetration, as to {up-
pole they can underftand the fcriptures without the
afliftance of his Spirit; or if their worldly wifdom
teaches them, that thefe things are not worth their
inquiry ; what wonder is it that they thould conti-
nue to be hid from their eyes? They will one day
be {tript of all their {falle pleas, and condemned out
of thewr own mouths.

2dly, The expreflion, ¢ Thou haft hid,” may
perhaps farther imply, that thofe who feck occa-
fion to cavil fhall meet with {fomething to confirm
their prejudices.  'When people examine the doc-
trines or profcflion of the gofpel, not with a can-
did dcfire to learn, imitate, and praétife, butin or-
der to find fome plaufible ground for mifreprefen-
tation, they frequently have their with. The wif-
dom of God has appointed, that difficulties, offen-
ces, objeltions, and ftumbling-blocks, fhould at-
tend, to exercife and manifeft the fpirits of thele
wife ones. How largely do they expatiate on the
divifions and difference of fentiments which too
much prevail among thofe who are united in the
{fame leading truths ! If they can dilcover an in-
ftance of error, folly, or wickednefs, of a fingle
perfon who profefles to adhere to the gofpel-doc-
trine, how do they rejoice as if they had found
great {poil, charge the faults of a few indifcrimi-
nately upon the whole, and labour to fhew, that
every miftake and inadvertence is a neceflary con-
fequence of the principles which thofe maintain
who commit it. We do not plead for miftakes

and errors of any fort, for weaknefs in judgement,
| or
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appointed in their fearch. Far be it from us to
think fo hardly of the Lord. We have exprefs
promifes to the contrary, that all who earneftly
feek fhall ind. Kear not, you that fincerely defire
an experimental and pratical knowledge of the
truths of God, and are willing to be taught in his
appointed way: though many things appear diffie
cult to you at prefent, the Lord will gradually in-
creafc your light, and crown your endeavours with
fuccets.

2dly, But from fome perfons they are hid, even
from the wife and prudent, whom we are to {peak
of hercafter. Suffer me to offer a familiar illuftra-
tion of the Lord’s wildom and juftice in this pro-
cedure. Let me fuppofe a perfon to have a cue
rious cabinet, which is opened at his pleafure, and
not expofed to common view: he invites all to
come to fee it, and offers to fhew it to any one who
atks him. It is hid, becaufe he keeps the key;
but none can complain, becaufe he is ready to open
it whenever he i1s defired. Some perhaps difdain
the offer, and fay, Why is it locked at all! Some
think it not worth fecing, or amufe themielves with
gucfling at the contents. But thole who are fimply
defirous for themielves, leave: others difputing, go
according to appointment, and are gratified.. Thefe
have reafon to be thankful for the favour; and
the others have no juft caunfe to-find fault, Thus
the riches of divine grace may be compared to a
richly-furnithed cabinet, to which Chrift is the
door. The word of God likewife is.a cabinet gene-
rally locked up ; but the key of prayer will open it.
The Lord invites all ; but he keeps the di{penfation
in his own hand. They cannot fee thefe things,
except he thews them; but then he refufes none
that fincerely afk him, 'The wifc men of the world
can go no farther than the outfide of this cabiner ;

they may amufe themfelves, and furprife others, with
" their
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their ingenious guefles at what is within; but a
a babe that h3s feen it opened, can give us more {a-
tisfaction without ftudying or guefling at all. If
men will prefome to aim at the knowledge of Ged,
without the knowledge of Chrift, who is the way,
and the door; if they have fuch a high opininn
of their own wifdom and penctration, as to {up-
pole they can underftand the fcriptures withour the
afliftance of his Spirit; or if their worldly wildom
teaches them, that thefe things are not worth their
inquiry ; what wonder is it that they fhould conti-
nue to be hid from their eyes? They will one day
be {tript of all their falfe pleas, and condemned out
of their own mouths.

2dly, The exprefion, ¢ Thou haft hid,” may
perhaps farther imply, that thofe who {eck occa-
fion to cavil fhall meet with fomething to confirm
their prejudices.  When people examine the doc-
trines or profcflion of the gofpel, not with a can-
did defire to learn, imitate, and pradtife, butin or-
der to find fome plaufible ground for mifrepre{en-
tation, they frequently have their with, 'The wit-
dom of God has appointed, that difficulties, offen-
ces, objeltions, and ftumbling-blocks, fhould at-
tend, to exercife and manifeft the fpirits of thefe
wife ones, How largely do they expatiate on the
divifions and difference of fentiments which too
much prevail among thofe who are united in the
fame leading truths ! If they can difcover an 1n-
ftance of error, folly, or wickednefs, of a fingle
perfon who profefles to adhere to the gofpel-doc-
trine, how do they rejoice as if they had found
areat {poil, charge the faults of a few indifcrimi-
nately upon the whole, and labour to thew, that
every miftake and inadvertence is a neceflary con-
fequence of the principles which thofe maintain
who commit it. We do not plead for miftakes

and errors of any {ort, for weaknefs in judgement,
o
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or inconfiftence in praltice. But as thefe things
are more or lefs infeparable from the prefent ftate
of human nature, they neceflarily increafe and
ftrengthen the prepofleflion of fcorners againft the
truth, and are {o far a means of hiding it from
their eyes.  Yet here again the fault is wholly in
themfelves 3 for they feek and defire fuch occafions
of ftumbling, and would be difappointed and grie-
ved if they could not meet with them. But thofe
who are babes in their own eyes, humble, fin-
cere, and teachable, are'brought fafe through, by
a fimple dependent {pirit, and are made wifer eve-
ry day, by their obfervation of what paifies around
them.

Many inferences and advices might be deduced
from what has been faid. 1 fhall content myfelf
with three.

1. Examine yourfelves what underftanding and ex-
perience you have of the things I mentioned under
the firft head. So much as you know of thefe, fo far
you are Chriftians, and no farther. ¢ A form of
¢ godlinefs, without the power *,” is one of the worit
charadters ot the worfl times; yet how common i
the prefent day! How many who chufe to be call-
ed Chriftians, rejet the teftimony which God has
given of his Son, deny the efficacy of his grace,
{ipeak of the new-birth with difdain, as unintelli-
gible and unneceflary, and account all that can be
faid of the life of faith (though founded upon ex-
prefs {cripture, and attefted by many witnefles) no
better than enthufiaftic jargon! But if you are
thus minded, however {ober your deportment, or
profefledly benevolent your difpofition, though you
may be applauded as a pattern of generofity, a phi-

® » Tim. iil, 3.

lofopher,
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lofopher, or a faint, by your acquaintarce and
neighbours, if the {criptures are true, you can be
but as a founding brafs and tinkling cymbal in the
fisht of God. You would have defpifed Thomas
in your heart, if you had been witnefs to his joy-
ful exclamation when he worfhipped Jefus, and
cried, ¢ My Lord, and my God*.” You would
have defpifed Paul as a dark enthufiaft, had you
heard him fay, ¢ The life which I now live n the
¢ fleth, I live by faith in the Somof God, who
¢ loved me, and gave himfelf for me +.” Yea,
you muft have defpifed Jefus himfelf, if you had
been prefent at his conference with Nicodemus.
Our Lord Jefus is now in heaven, Thomas and
Paul have been long dead ; you cannot reach
them ; nor do they ftand in your way; therefore
perhaps you are content to fpeak well of them in
general terms., But thofe who come neareft to
their language and fpirit, are the objelts of your
fcorn and hatred. How then can you pretend to
love him, or prefume that he loves you? Jefus is
worfhipped in heaven ; how then can you expedt
to come there? or what pleafure could you find
there, in your prefent turn of mind? O kils
““ the Son, left he be angry, and you perifh; for
“ in a little time his wrath will burn like fire,”
But to every one who wunderftands, embraces,
and lives under the influence of thefe truths, I
may fafely apply. our Lord’s words, ¢ Blefled art
“ thou 1,” however defpifed by men, or chaftened
of the Lord; for ¢ flelh and blood hath not re-
¢ vealed thefe things to thee ;” thou haft afluredly
received them from God by his Spirit. He alone1s
able to caufe the light to fhine into our dark hearts,

-

* Jobn, xx 28, - + Gal i 20,
t Matth, xvi, 19,

' 41 to
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 to give us the knowledge of the glory of God in
¢ the face of Jefus Chrift +.”

2. Do not entert «in hard and perplexing thoughts
about the counfels ot God, either refputing others
or yourfelves.

1/, With regard to others It is a frequent dif-
ficulty, either thrown in the way of inquirers after
truth by the fubtlety of Satan, or perhaps arifing
from the natural pride of the human heart, that
would be thought able to account for every thing,
I fay, when they begin to apprehend the goipel-
way of falvatiun, this perplexing queftion arifes, If
things are {o, what will become of multitudes ?
What! are all the Heathens, Mahometans, Pa-
pifts, and even all the Proteftants, except the few
who adopt thele fingnlar fentiments, to be loft? 1
fhall not attempt to conquer this objetion by dint
of reafoning, but would rather perfuade you to
dire® your reafonings another way. When the
fame queftion for {ubftance was propofed to our
Lord, bis anfwer to thofe who atked him was,
¢ Strive (each one for yourfelves) to enter in at
 the ftrait gate +.” Take care of yourfelves, and
fcave the cafes of others to the Lord. Remember
he is God, and therefore juft and good.

2dly, With regard to yourfelves. Secret things
belong to God ; your bufinefs is with what is re
vealed. Some put the word of falvation from them
perverfely, and think, if the Lord defigns me for
eternal life, he will call me in his own time; till
then I will go on in my fins. Thofe who can rea-
fon thus, and take encouragement to perfift in wic-
kednefs, from the confideration of the power and
efficacy of God’s grace, do thereby avow themfelves
to be Satan’s willing fervants. But he terrifies ma-
ny.on whom he cannot thus prevail, with repre-

._‘ & Coz. iv. 6. 'l' LUkﬂ, xiil. 23. 34 .
fenting
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{enting to them, that, let them do what they will,
it is all in vain ; unlefs the Lord has chofen them,
notwith{tanding any good beginnings they may
hope he has wrought in them, they will come to
nothing at laft. It is your bufinefs to give all dili-
gence to make your calling fure. If, by a humble
waiting upon God, you are enabled to have your
converfation according to the gofpel, liften not to
vain and perplexing reafonings, but commit your-
felf to the mercy and guidance of the Lord; and
he, in his good time, will enable you to fee, and to
fay, that it is not in vain to truft in him, Your
path fhall be like the advancing light, that {hineth
more and more unto the perfet day. The Lord
has already provided all that you can reafonably
defire.

(1) The means are pointed out, in the ufe of
which you are to be found, and wherein you may
expect his blefling. Thefe are chiefly fecret prayer,
the ftudy of his written word, an attendance on the
preached gofpel, and free converfe (as proper op-
portunities are afforded) with his believing people,
If you continue in the obfervance of thefe, . and act
faithfully to the light you have already received,
by breaking off from the evil practices of the world,
and watching againft thofe things which you your-
felf know to be evil, you will certainly gain ground
in light, ftrength, and comfort. You will fee more
and more of the glory of the Lord in the glafs of
the golpel; and in proportion to your views, you
fhall be ** changed into the fame image from glory
 to glory.” For,

(2) The promife is fure, What God has faid
you may afluredly depend on. And what has he
faid ? What indeed has he not faid for the enas
couragement of thofe who are fincerely defirous to
feek and ferve him 2 ¢¢ They that feek fhall find.
“ They that wait on the Lord fhall renew their

¢ ftrength.



122 The Myﬁffiﬁ'.f Ef; é‘t‘. Scr_.' 2,

¢ ftrength. I will pour water upon him that is
¢ thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground. He
¢¢ giveth power to the weak; and to them that
¢ have no might, he increafeth ftrength *.”

If, therefore, you feel yourfelf a loft finner, fec
a beauty and fufhiciency in Jefus, have a hunger
and thirft after his righteoufnefs, and are made
willing to expet the blefling in his way; you may
look upon this as a token for good. OSuch views
and defires as thefe never are found in any heart
till he communicates them. By pature we are a-
verfe and contrary to them. Give him the glory of
what he has begun; and oppofe your temptations,
fears, and doubts, with this argument, drawn from
your own experience, as the wife of Manoah for-
merly reafoned : ¢ It the Lord had been pleafed to
¢ kill us, he would not have enabled and encoura-
¢ ged us to call upon him; neither would he at
¢ this time have fhewn us fuch things as thefe 1.”

* Matth, vii. 7 8.: If. xL. :.9 3t If xhiv, 2.
+ Judges, xhi. 23,
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S ERMON I1I.

The Chara&ers of thofe from whom the Go-
* {pel-Do&rines are hid.

MaTTH. xi. 2§.
At t/mt time Fefus anfwered and Jaid, I thank thee,

O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou
haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent,
and haft revealed them unto babes.

TH E judgements of God are a great deep. He

does not give us a full account of his matters;
much lefs can we by fearching find out 4im to per-
feftion 5 yet if we carefully attend to what he has
revealed, and apply his written word with humili-
ty and caution to what patles in ourfelves, and a-
round us, we may, by his grace, attain to fome
confiderable fatisfaction in things which at firft view
{eem hard to be underftood. The fubje& of my
text is of this nature. That God fhould hide
things of everlafting confequence from any perfons,
founds very harfh 5 but I hope when the words are
explained, we fhall fee, that though he adts as a
{overeign in his difpenfations, his ways are juft, and
good, and equal.

We have already made an entrance vpon this at-
tempt. Befides fome general oblervations in my
firt dilcourfe, I endeavoured to fhew you, in the
{econd, 1. What the things are to which our Lord
refers; 2. When, and in what {enfe, they are hid.
I proceed now to confider,

III. From whom they are hid,—the wife and
prudent, It will, I think, be readily {fuppofed, that
the



124 Of thofe from whom Ser. 1.

the expreflion does not mean thofe who are truly
fo, and in God’s account. He efteems none to be
wife and prudent but thofe who are enlightened
with ‘this {piritual wifdom, who now ferve and love
him in Chrift. ¢ The fear of the Lord is the be-
¢ ginning (or, as the word likewife fignifies, the
 head or principal part) of wifdom *;” and from
fuch as thefe he hides or keeps back nothing that .
is profitable for them : on the contrary, that pro-
mife is fure, * The fecret of the Lord is with them
 that fear him; and he will fhew them his cove-
¢ nant +.” When our Lord faid, ¢ The children
“ of this world are wifer in their generation than
¢ the children of light {,” he did not mean they
were fo ablolutely, for their boafted wifdom is the
merelt folly, but only that they afted confiftently
with their own principles. The wife and pru.-
dent here are either thofe who are wife in their
own eyes, and prudent in their own fight, or thoft
who are generally fo reputed by the bulk of man-
kind. And thefe two amount to the fame : for as
the natural wifdom of man fprings from the-fame
fountain, felf, and is confined to the fame bounds,
the things of time and fenfe, in all alike, (though
there is a variety of purfuits within thefe limits, as
tempers and fituations differ), men are generally
prone to approve and applaud thofe who act upon
their own principles.

We may take notice then, (as a key to this in-
quiry), that what is accounted wifdom by the
world, is not only different from the wifdom ot
God, but inconfiftent with it, and oppofite *to it.
They differ as fire and water, light and darknefs;
the prevalence of the one neceffarily includes the
fuppreflion of the other. See this at large infifted
on by 5t Paul, in the beginning of his firlt epiftle

* 2L cxii 10, + Pf, xav. 14, ¥ Luke, zvi. 8.
1o
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to the Corinthians, the firft, fecond, and third
chapters.

Who then are the wife and prudent intended in
my text ? May the Holy Spirit enable every con-
{cience to make faithful application of what fhall
be offered upon this head.

r. In the judgement of the world, thofe are wife
and prudent perfons who are very thoughtful and
diligent about acquiring wealth, efpecially if their
endeavours are crowned with remarkable fuccefs.
1f a man thrives (as the phrale is) from {mall be-
ginnings, and joins houfe to houfe, and field to
field, {fo that he has land to call after his own
name, and large pofieflions to leave to his chiidren,
how is he applauded (though at the fame time en-
vied) by the moft who know him? 1 do not deny,
that a proper concern and induitry in our fecular
calling is both lawfu: and our duty; and I allow,
that the providence of God does {ometimes re-
markably profper thole who depend on him in the
management of their bufinefs; but I make no
{cruple to affirm, that where this is the main con-
cern, {as fome call it), {uch wifdom is madnefs.
Such perfons are no lefs idolaters than thofe who
worfhip ftocks and ftones. And if the things of
God are hid from them, it is furely their own
fault; they do not even complain of it as a hard-
fhip; they have their choice, their reward, and
arc fatisfied. They are told that thefe things are
in Chrift, and there they are content that they
fhould remain ; they {fee no beauty or fuitablenefs
in them, they have no defire after Aim; he might
kee? his heaven and his truths to himfelf, if they
could always have their fill of the wmld They
are told that thefe things are hid in the fcripture,
but they have neither leifure nor inclination to
{earch there for them. Their time is taken up with
buying and felling, building and planting, &c. O

Vour. IV, « G beware
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beware of this wifdom. ¢ What will riches profit
¢ you in the day of wrath *,” at death or judge-
ment ! If you live and die in this fpirit, you will
bemoan your choice when it is too late.

2. Thofe are accounted wife and prudent, who
think they have found a way to reconcile God and
the world together, 1f a2 man fhould attempt to
fly, or to walk upon the water, he would be deem-
ed a fool. How is it that this endeavour, which is
equally impofiible, (and exprefsly declared {o by
our Lord), thould be more favourably thought of?
‘The deceitfulnefs of the heart, and the fubtlety of
Oatan, concur in this point. You will have a fort
of religion, but then you take care not to carry
‘things too far. You are governed by the fear and
regard of men. Something you will do to fatisfy
conicience, but not too much, left you hurt your
intereft, difoblige your friends, or draw on your-
{elves reproach, or a hard name. I muft tell you
from the word of God, your attempt to halve
things 1s an abomination in his fight. Would it
not be treafon by the law, to pay the king an out-
ward refpeét, and yet hold fecret correfpondence
with his enemies ! The decifions of the word of
God are to the fame effect in this inftance. ¢ Love
¢ not the world, neither the things that are in the
¢ world If any man love the world, the love of
#¢ the Father is not in him {.” ¢ Know you not,
“¢ that the friendfhip of the world is enmity with
“ God? Whofoever therefore will be a friend of .
4 the world, is the enemy of God .” |

3. A man is deemed wife who has confiderable
knowledge and curiofity about natural things, and
all thofe fubjedts which ufually bear the name of
feience : if he can talk of the magnitudes, diftan-
ces, and motions of the heavenly bodies, can fore-

® Prov.xi. 4.} 1 John, ii. 15.  § James, iv. 4. ,
€
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tel an eclipfe, has fkill in mathematics, is well read
in the hiftory of ancient times, and can inform
you what is found in books concerning the folly
and wickednefs of mankind who lived {ome thou~
fands of years ago; or if he underftands feveral
languages, and can call a thing by twenty different
names. It is true, when thefe attainments are
fanctified by grace, they may in fome refpeéts have
their ufe. But, in general, the belt ufe a believer
will or can make of them, is to lay them down at
the foot of the crofs. When a man poflefled of a
large quantity of thefe pebbles, has his confcience
awakened, and his underftanding enlightened, he
is glad to renounce them all for the pearl of great
price, and to adopt the apoftle’s determination,
“ to know nothing but Jefus Chrift, and him cru-
“ cified =” This was the effe¢t when the word of
God mightily grew and prevailed +. We may at
leaft {ay, that this kind of wifdom is for the moft
part dangerous and blinding to the foul.

1/, It tends to feed and exalt felf, to make a
perfon fomething in his own eyes This we are
prone enough to by nature. An increafe of une
fan@tified knowledge adds fuel to fire,

2dly, It ingrofles the time and thoughts, Our
minds are narrow, capable of attending to but few
things at once: and our {pan is fhort, and will
hardly admit of many excurfions from the main
concern. If we were to live to the age of Methu-
felah, we might purfue fome things which at pre-
fent are highly improper and impertinent from this
‘confideration alone. A man that is upon an ure
gent affair of life and death, has no leifure for a-
mufement. Such is our fitmation. We are crea-
tures of a day, ‘1ime is vanifhing, and eternity is

at ftake.

* 1 Cors ii. 3. + A&ts, x'z. 198
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1dly, The delufion here is fpecious, and not ea-
fily difcovered. A perfon with thele accomplifh-
ments is not always enflaved to money, or to fen-
fual pleafures : he therefore pities thofe who are,
and, comparing himfelf with.others, fuppofes he is
well employed, becaufe his favourite fludies arca
check upon his appetites, and prevent his felling
himfelf for gold, or running into riot with the
thoughtlefs. Yet an attachment of this fort e-
qually blinds him with refpect to his true intereft.
Will the knowledge of books or men, or ftars, or
flowers, purify the confcience from dead works,
to ferve the living God ? It is too plain, that the
truths of the gofpel are hid from none more ef-
fe€ally than from many of this charalter. None
caft a more daring or public flight upon the re-
vealed will of God, than fome who are admired
and applauded on account of their knowledge and
learning.

4. Your nice and curious realoners and difpu-
ters, that will fee (as they profefs) the bottom of
every thing, and truft ro their own judgement and
inquiries independent of the opirit of God, are an-
other fort of wife perfons from whom thefe things
are often and juftly hid. And this character may
be found in many both learned and unlearned : for
many have good natural faculties, who have not
had the advantages of learning and education.
But this {pirit is diretly contrary to that fimplici-
ty, dependence, and obedience of faith, which the
fcripture exhorts us to feek aiter, Iis effects arc
various.

1/2, Some (and thofe not a few) are led to reject
the word of God altogether, becaufe it evidently
contains many things above and contrary to their
vain imaginations. And herein they contradict
the moft obvious principles of that reafon which

they lay claim to. A revelation from God can
only
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only be thought neceflary or probable, but on the
fuppofition that it is to inform us of fomething
which we could not have known withoutit. There-
fore to pretend to try the fcripture-claim to this
charalter, by {fuch criteria or marks as we poflefs
before-hand, is the fame thing in effeét as to deter-
mine to reject it without any trial at all.
2dly, When the fcriptures, as to the letter, are
acknowledged to be true, perfons of this turn,
prefuming themf{elves futhicient judges of the fenfe,
are helped by their ingenuity to explain away all
the fublime doétrines of truth, fo as to f{uit the
prejudices and apprehenfions of their own carnal
minds. ‘This, efpecially when joined with a fmat-
tering of learning, has been the chief fource of all
the errors and herefies which have peftered the
church of God in all ages. This is a principal
caule why the depravity of man by nature, the
deity and atonement of Chrift, the operations of
the Holy Spirit, and all the doétrines of grace,
have been denied by men wife in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own fight, though evidently’
contained in the book which they profefs to receive
as of divine infpiration.
3dly, Even where the doltrines of grace have
been notionally received, the fame fpirit of wils
dom can ftill find occafion to work. When there
15 more knowledge in the head than experience in
the heart, many and various are the evils that otten
enfue. Difputes and hard queftions are ftarted,
contentions and divifions multiplied, and people
are more eager to perplex others, than to edify
themfelves. Thus the name and counfels of God
are profaned by an irreverent curiofity, and the
clear exprefs declarations of his will darkened by
words without knowledge. When this natural wif~
dom puts on a fpiritual appearance, no perfons are
more fatally deceived, or more obftinately harden-
G 3 ed,
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ed. They think they can learn no more, but are
wife enough to teach every one : they negledt the
ufe of God’s appointed means themfelves, and de-
{pife them in others: they are proud, cenforious,
obftinate, and full of conceit. 'Take care of Satan
at all times, but efpecially when he would trani-
form himfelf into an angel of light. There is rea-
fon to think the things of God are entirely hid, as
to their power and cxcellence, from fome who

fondly dream that none are acquainted with them
but themf{elves.

THE confideration of this {ubjet may lead to a

variety of improvement. It may teach you,
1. What to fear. A worldly fpirit. This in a

prevailing degree is inconfiftent with a work of
grace, and in whatever degree it obtains, or is in-
dulged, will proportionably retard and abate the
light and comfort of our fouls, The cares and
pleafures of this life are by our Lord compared to
thorns *, unprofitable and painful ; they produce
no fruit, but they wound and tear. Yea they are
thorns in the eyes 4, which will prevent the great
things of God from being perceived.

A fpirit of felf-dependence. ¢ Be not wife in
¢ your own conceits 1.” ¢ If any man think that
¢¢ he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet
¢ as he ought 10 know {.” God giveth wifdom to
the lowly, but he confounds the devices of the
proud. His promifes of teaching, leading, and
guiding, ar¢ made to the¢ meek, the fimple, and
thofe who are little in their own eyes.

2. What to pray for. A fimple child-like tem.-
per. That you may come to the word as to the
light, and look beyond yourfelves for the affiftance

* Matth. xii, 3z, + Jofb. xxiil. 13. 4 Rom. xii. 16.
u 3 Cor. Viifs 2»
of
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of the Holy Spirit, without which your moft la.
boursd inquirics wiil only miflead you farther and
farther from the truth,

3. How to examine yourfelves. Not by your
potions and attainments in knowledge, for thefe
ou may have in a confiderable degree, and be
wholly deftitute of true grace. 'The word of God
fuppoics it poflible that perfons may have great
gitts *, flaming zeal, and much fuccefs, and yet,
having no true love to God, be in his fight no bet-
ter than {founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal. DBut
if you would know your ftate, examine by your
prevailing defires.  Ave your notions of grace cf-
fectual to lead you in the path of duty? Do you
hunger and thicft for an increale of holinefs ! Does

the knowledge you have of Chrift lead you to love
and truft him? Are you poor in {pirit? You know
nothing aright if you know not yourfelves. -

4. Ye that are believers may {ee caufe to praife
the Lord for his difpenfations towards you.

1/}, Had you been wife in mens efteem, youw
might have continued fools to the end of your lives.
If the Lord has taught you the fecret of them that
fear him, if he has fhewn you the way of falvation,
if he has direfted your feet in the paths of his
commandments, then you have the tue wildom
which fhall be your light through life, and in deatly
your glory. ‘Therefore,

2dly, Be not grieved that ye are ftrangers to hu-
man wi{dom and glory. Thefe things which others.
{fo highly prize, you may refign contentedly, and
fay, ¢ Lord, it is enough if thou art mine.” Nay,,
you have good reafon to praife his wifdom and
goodnefs for preferving you from thofe temptations
which have enfnared and endangered {o many.

3dly, Do you defire more of this true wildom 2

' . COI’- Iiiii Il_sl
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Seck it in the fame way in which you have received
the firft beginnings. Be frequent and earneft in
fecret prayer. Study the word of God, and ftudy
it not to reconcile and make it bend to your fen-
timents, but to draw all your fentiments from it,
10 copy it in your heart, and exprefs it in your
conduét. Be cautious of paying too great a regard
to perfons and parties. One is your mafter, even
Chrift. Stand faft in the liberty with which he has
made you free ; and while you humbly endeavour
to profit by all, do not refign your underftanding
to any, bur to him who is the only wife God, the
only effe¢tual and infallible teacher. Compare the
experience of what pafles within your own breaft,
with the obfervations you make of what daily oc-
curs around you, and bring all your remarks and
experiences to the touch-ftone of God’s holy word.
Thus fhall you grow in knowledge and in grace;
and amidft the various difcouragements which may
arife from remaining ignorance in yourielves or
others, take comfort in refleting, that you are
drawing near to the land of light, where there will
be no darknefs at all. Then you fhall know as
you are known; your love and your joy fhall like-
wile be perfet, and you fhall be fatisfied with the
rivers of pleafure which are before the throne of .
£0d, world without end.

SER-
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S ERMON IV

The Nature of Spiritual Revelation, and who
are favoured with it.

MaTTH. Xi. 28.

At that time Fefus anfwered and faid, I thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou
haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent,
and haft revealed them unito babes.

‘VE proceed now to the more pleafing part of

our fubjzt. The great things of the gofpel,
though hid, are not loit: not hid as in the bottom
of the fea; but he who hides them from the wife
and prudent, is ready and willing to make them
known to every fincere inquirer. This difcovery,
on the Lord’s part, is a revelation, and the cha-
ralter of thofe who obtain it is exprefled by the
word babes. Of the five particulars I propofed to
confider from the text, thefe two yet remain to be
{poken to.

IV. Tue faving knowledge of divine truth is a
revelation. QOur Lord ufes a parallel expreflion,
when he commends Peter’s confeflion of his faith
‘“ Blefled art thou, Simon Barjona: for flefh and
‘“ blood hath not revealed this anto thee, but my
““ Father which is in heaven *.”  Peter had Mofes
and the prophets, {0 had the {cribes and the Pha-
rifees 3 and after their manner they were diligent in
reading and fearching them. Dut that he could
acknowledge Jefus to be the Mefliah, when they
rejeted him, was becaufe the Father had revealed

¥ Matth, avi, 173,
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his truth to him, and given him a clearer know=
ledge of it, than he could have received from the
written word alone. But it may be proper to in-
quire into the meaning of this term, What are we
here to underftand by revelation ¢

Sometimes revelation is ufed in an extraordinary
fenfe, as when of old the Lord made known to his
fervants, the prophets, thofe doétrines and events
which till then were neither heard nor thought
of. Of this we are not now to {peak, but of that
whith is common to all believers, and neceflary to
falvation. . *

Now this revelation fuppofes the things to be re-
vealed were real and certain before, but unknown,
and not to be tound out any other way.

Revelation is not the cr-ation or invention of
fomething new, but the manifeftation of what was
till then unknown. The great things of eternity,
the glorious truths of the gofpel, are real and cer-
wtain in themfelves already, and do not begin to be
when we begin to be acquainted with them: yer till
God is pleafed to reveal them to the heart, we
have no more {piritual and efleétive knowledge of
them than if they were nrot  Ignorance of things
very near to us, and in which we are nearly cone
cerned, may be from two caufes.

1. From a want of light. Nothing can be per-
eeived in the dark H yom are in a dark room,
though it is richly adorned and furnithed, all is
loft to you. If you ftand in a dark sight upon
the top of a hill that comamanads a fine profpelt,
- ftill yeu are able to fee no more than if you was
in a valley. Though you were in a dangerous
place with pitfalls and precipices, and thieves and
murderers all around you, ftill you might ima-
gine yourfelf in fafety, if you had no: light with

Ot
! 2. It may be from fome hindrance or obftruction
between.
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between you and the objeét. Thus your deareft
friend, or greateft enemy, might be within a few
yards of you, and you know nothing of ir, if there.
was a wall between you. |

Thefe comparifons may in fome meafure reprea
fent our cafe by nature. God is near; “in him
“ we live, move, and have our being.” Eternity i3
near; we ftand upon the brink of it, Death is
near, advancing towards us with hafty ftrides..
The truths of God’s word are moft certain in
themfelves, and of the utmoft confequence to us.-
But we perceive none of thefe things; we are not
affeCted by them, becaufe: our underftandings are:
dark, and becaufe thick walls of ignorance, pree
judice, and unbelief, ftand before the eyes of the:
mind, and keep them from our view.. Even thofe
notions of truth which we fometimes pick up by
hearing and reading, are but like windows in a:
dark room; they are fuited to afford an entrance
to the light when it comes, but can give no light of
themfelves..

1 think, therefore, we may conclude, that God’s:
revealing thefe things to us only fignifies his effet--
ing fuch a change in us by his Holy Spirit, as dif--
poles and enubles us to behold them. He fends:
a-divine light into the foul; and things begin to
appear fo plain, we wonder at our former ftupidity:
that we could not perceive them before, Dy the
power of his Spirit, he breaks down the walls:
which prevented and. confined our views; and a
new unthought-of profpeét fuddenly appears be-
fore us.. Then the foul fees its danger: ¢ [
“ thought myfelf fecure; but I'find 1 am in the
“ midft of enemies. Guilt purfues me behind,.
“ fear, and the fnare, and the pit, are before me;,
““ which way fhall I' turn ?” "Then it perceives its-
miftake: ¢ While my views were confined, [
- thought there. was nothing but this fpan- of life

G o ¢ Lo
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‘¢ to take care of 3 but now I fee a boundlefs eter-
‘¢ nity beyond it.” It obtains a glimpfe likewife
of the glories of the better world, of the beauties
of holinefs, of the excellency of Jefus. This light
is at firft faint and imperfe&, but grows ftronger
by the ufe of appointed means; and as it is in-
creafed, every thing appears with a ftronger evi-
dence.

'We may more particularly illuftrate this work of
the Holy Spirit, as it influences thofe leading fa-
culties of the foul, the underfianding, affedtions,
and will. By nature the will is perverfe and rebel-
lious, and the affeftions alienated from God: the
primary caufe of thefe diforders lies in the darke
nefs of the underftanding. Here then the change
begins. The Spirit of God enlightens the under-
ftanding, by which the finner percetves things to
be as they are reprefented in the word of God;
that he 1s a tranfgreflor againft the divine law, and
on this account obnoxious to wrath j that he 1s not
only guilty, but depraved and unclean, and utter-
ly unable, cither to repair paft evil, or to amend
his own heart and life. He fees that the great God
might juftly refuie him mercy; and that he bas no
plea to offer in arreft of judgement. ‘This dilco-
very would fink him into defpair, if it went no far-
ther ; but by the fame light which difcovers him to
himfelf, he begins to fee a fuitablenefs, wildom, and
glory, in the method of falvation revealed in the
gofpel. He reads and hears concerning the perfon,
{ufferings, and offices of Chrift, in a very different
manner to what he did before ; and as, by attend-
ing to the woid and miniftry, his apprehenfions of
Jeius, and his underfianding, become more clear and
diftinét, a {piritual hope takes place, and jncreafes,
in his foul; and the fure effieét of this is, he teels
his love drawn forth to him who fo loved him as

to dic for his fins, Beholding, by faith, the Lord
Jelus
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Jefus Chrift, as bleeding and dying upon the crofs;
and knowing for whom, and on what account, he
{uffered, he learns to hate, with a bittev hatred,
thofe fins which nail:d him thers. 'The amazing
Jove of Chrift conftrains him to uccount all things
which e formerly valued, as drofs and dung, for
the excellency of the knowledge of his Saviour,
Nor does his faith ftop here; he views him who
once {uffered and died, rifing triumphant from
the tomb, and afcending into heaven in the cha-
rafter of the repreientative, friend, and fore-run-
ner of his people. Having fuch a High-prieft, he
s encouraged to draw near to God, to claim an in-
tereft in the promifes, refpedting the life that now
35, and that which is to come. Thus poflcfling, in
the beginnings of grace, an earncft of the glory
that fhall be revealed, a real, univerfal, abiding
change neceffarily takes place in the affe@tions.
Now old things are pafled away, and all things
ccome new : the foul no longer cleaves willingly

to the duft, or can be {atisfied with earthly things,
but thirfts for communion with God, and an in=-
creafe of holinefs. Sin i1s no longer confented to,
or delighted in, but is oppofed and watched a-
gainft ; and every unallowed deviation from the
will of God excites the fincereft grief and humilia-
tion, and leads to renewed application to the blood
and grace of Jefus for pardon and ftrength. Thus
the will likewife is brought into an unreferved {ub-
jeftion and furrender to the power of Chrift, and
alts as freely in his fervice as it once did againft
him. For that what is termed the freedom of the
buman <will {hould copfift in a fufpended indiffir-
ence between good and evily 1s a refinement, which,
however admired and applauded by many, is ¢
qually contrary both to found rcafoning and to u-
niverfal experience. The will, 1n all perfons and
cafes,
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cafes, is determined by the prefent dictates of the
underftanding, and the bent of the affetions.

By afcribing fo much to the Spirit of God, I do
not mean, as you may perceive by what I have juft
now faid, to feclude his holy word, or preached
gofpel. All thefe truths and profpeéts are already
contained in the word of God; but without the
light of the Spirit they are not difcerned. They
are propounded to you in the public miniftry. We
teftify again and again the things which we have
feen and lheard of the word of life 3 and when
we are in fome meafure affefted with their evi-
dence, we are ready to wonder how any of you can
poflibly avoid perceiving them; till we remember
how it was with ourfelves, and then we know by
our own experience, that we muft preach, and you
hear in vain, unlefs the Lord is plealed to open
your hearts. But obferve,

. The Spirit of God teaches and enlightens by
his word as the inftrument. 'There is no revela-
tion from him, but what is (as to our perception of
it) derived from the {cripture. There may be fup-
pofed illuminations and firong impreflions upon
the mind, in which the word of God has no place
or concern; but this alone is fufficient to difcoun-
tenance them, and to prove that they are not from
the Holy Spirit. For,

2. The fcripture is the appointed rule and teft
by which all our fearches and dilcoveries, all our
acquifitions in. religious knowledge, muit be tried.
If they are indeed from God, they will ftand this
trial, and anfwer to the word, as face anfwers to
face in a glafs, but not otherwife *. ¢ To the
¢ Jaw and to the teftimony, if they {peak not ac-
«. cording to this word, it is becaufe there is no
& light in them.” If thofe who defpife ail claims

¥ I, viil. 30
tor
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to the influence of the Spirit of God, as enthu-
fiafm, had not been frequently informed, that we,
expeft, we acknowledge, no internal revelation,
but by the medium of the word of God, and a-
greeable to it, they would be lefs inexcufable in
repeating the charges of folly and infatuation, which
they ignorantly fix upon the work of the Spirit, and
all who profefs a dependence on it.  To thoic who
are indeed candid and fincere inquirers atter truth,
what has been faid upon this part of our fubjedt,
will, I hope, fuggeft the propriety of two directions.
From hence learn,

t. To fet a high value upon the word of God.
All that is neceflary to make you wife to falvation
is there, and there only. In this precious book
you may find a direltion for every doubt, a f{olu-
tion of every difliculty, a promifc {uited to every
circumftance you can be in. There you may be
informed of your difeale by fin, and the remedy
provided by grace. You may be inftruéted to know
yourfelves, to know God and Jcfus Chrift, in the
knowledge of whom ftandeth eternal life. The
wonders of redeeming love, the glories of the Re-
deemer’s perfon, the happinefs of the redeemed
people, the power of faith, and the beauty of ho-
linefs, are here reprefented to the life. Nothing is
wanting to. make life ufeful and comfortable, death
fafe and defireable, and to bring down fomething
of heaven upon earth. But this true wifdom can
be fcund no where elfe. If you wander from the
{cripture, in purfuit either of prefent peace, or fu-
ture hope,. your fearch will end in difappointment,
This is the fountain of living waters: if you for-
{ake it, and give the preference to broken cifterns of
your own devifing, they will fail you when you moft
need them. Rejoice, therefore, that fuch a treafure
1s put into your hand ; but rejoice with trembling.
Remember this is not. all you want; unlefs God

likewife.
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“likewife gives you a heart to ufe it aright, your pri.
vilege will only aggravate your guilt and mifery,
Therefore remember,

2. The neceflity of prayer. For though the
things of ncareft confequence to you are in the
Bible, and you fthould read it over and over, till
you commit the whole book to your memory ; yet
you will not underitand, or difcern the truth as it
is in Jefus, unlefs the Lord the Spirit thews it to
you. The difpenfation of the truth is in his hand;
and without him all the fancied advantages of fu-
perior capacity, learning, criticifm, and books, will
prove as ufelefs as {petacles to the blind. "The great
encouragement is, that this infallible Spirit, fo ne-
ceflary to guide us into the way of peace, is pro-
mifed to all who fincerely afk it. This Spirit Jefus
is exalted to beftow; and he has faid, ** Whofoever
¢ cometh to me, I will in no wife calt out.” 'L'here-
fore water your reading with freqgent prayer, ——
We proceed to

V. THE chara&ters of thofe perfons who fuc-
ceed in their inquiries, and have the things of
God favingly revealed to them ; they are called
babes.

1. They are for the moft part babes in the world’s
efteem. They are defpifed by the wife and pru-
dent for their weak capacities, fmall attainments,
and their feeming infignificance in common life.
But the Lord docs not overlook any on thele ac-
counts. He is no refpeéter of perfons. In the
bleflings of his common providence, thofe which
are more immediately from his own hand, {uch as
air and light, healch and ftrength, the faculties
of fight and hearing, &c. he beftows as freely, and
in- as great perfection, to the poor as to the rich,
to the ignorant as to the learned. And thus it is

with refpect to his grace. Our incapacity is found-
* ed
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ed in our nature, and is common to all, and not
in any particular circumftances. He is as ready to
fave the mean as the noble. Many of the great
and wife are offended at this. As they ingrofs the
earth, they would willingly ingrofs heaven alfo to
themfelves. But the Lord has appointed otherwife ;
and it has been one reproach conftantly attending
the gofpel, that few but the common people * have
thought it worth their notice.

2. They are babes in their own efteem. Not
that fome are more humble than others by nature,
and therefore the Lord gives the.ax a preference on
that account; by nature we are all alike, equally
deftitute of the {malleft good : but the expreflicn
tcaches us, that thofe to whom the Lord is pleafed
to reveal thefe things, he firft empties and humbles,
ftrips them of all ground of boafting, and brings
them to a dependence on him{elf. The true belie-
ver 15 frequently compared to a little child ; and it
is ealy to trace an inftruétive refemblance.

1//, A child or babe has little knowledge, and
1ts capacity and powers are as yet very feeble.
All whole underftandings have been {piritually
enlightened, will acknowledge themfelves children
in this refpeét. ‘The little they know convinces
them of their ignorance. They are convinced that
their views of things are faint, partial, confufed ;
that their judgements are weak ; that if the Lord
prevents it not, they are very liable to be impofed
on by the fubtlety of Satan, and the treachery of
their own hearts. They feel that they have not in
them{elves fufficiency to think a good thought.

2dly, A child is teachable. Confcious of their
own ignorance, they liften to all about them, and
think every one is qualified to teach them fome-
thing. Among men none are truly teachable, but

* Mark, xi1. 37,5 John, vii. 48 49.
thofe
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thofec who know they need to be taught, The na-
tural man, it poflefled of any advantages, thinks
every one needs his help. The humble Chriftian
gives this proof, that the confiflion he is ready to
make of his ignorance is genuine, and from his
heart, that he is defirous to learn from all.  He is
fwitt to hear, flow to {peak, and open to convic-.
tion. ‘Though he will not affint to every thing he
hears without proof or ¢xamination, yet he is dif-
pofed to receive inftrudtion, and thanktul to thofe
by whom he is profited. He is fearful of being
miftaken, of giving way to prejudices, and there
fore gladly improves every means of information.
3dly, A child is imple and dependent. He does
not reafon, but implicitly receives what he is told
by his parents, or thofe whom he thinks wifer than
himfelf. Such a refignation indecd the believer
dares not make of his underftanding to any men,
however highly he may efteem them in the main:
for he has learned from the word «f God, not to
put his truft in man; but this is the defire of the
rencwed heart, with refpet to the teaching of
God’s word and Spirit. He allows no reafoning
or queftioning here ; nor will he fay with Nicode-
mus, *“ How can thefe things be #” It is enough
for him that God has faid it, and is able to make it
good. This is a happy temper. In this way innu-
merable difficulties that arife from appearances and
fophifms are avoided; and the mind, by faith,
fteers in fafety acrofs the immenfe ocean of conjeca
tures and opinions, which difputants and reafoners
eflaying to do, are funk and overpowered. It is
“true, there are various degrees of this fimplicity;
and in thofe who pofiefs it in a larger meafure, there
Is a remaining principle of pride and unbelief, which
cofts them much prayer and many conflits to {ub-
due. But this, in fome degree, is eflential to the

chayater of thofe who are taught of God ; they de-
| fire
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fire and endeavour to fubmit wholly to his guidance
and will in all things.

Here then is a proper topic for felf-examination,
L:t each one afk his heart, Have I this imple child-
like difpofition ?

If you have, if it is the defire of your foul to be
taught of God, if his word is your rule, if you de-
pend on his Spirit to teach you all things, and to
lead vou as it were by the hand, fenfible that unlefs
you are thus led and guided, y~u thall certainly go
aftray ; be thankful for this, accept it as a token tor
good. You was not always fo: there was a time
when you was wife in your own eyes, and prudent
in your own fight. You have good warrant to
hope, that the Lord, who has already taught you
to depend on himfelf, will fhew you all that is ne-
ceflary for you to know.

But if this is not the cafe, if you lean to your
own underftanding, what wonder is it that you are
ftill walking in darknefs and uncertainty ¢ Will
you fay, I have read the Bible diligently; 1 have
taken no Imall pains to examine things, to {fec which
of the many divifions that obtain among Chriftians
is poflefled of the truth; but I am ftill at a lofs.
Surely, if the tenets fome plead for had been in the
{cripture, I fhould have found them there! I an-
fwer, without detra&ting from your fagacity or your
fincerity, your cafe is eafily accounted for from the
ver{fe we are upon, if your inquiries are not con-
dufted in a humble dependence upon the Spirit of
God. Too many inftances we could produce of
men, who having laboured for years in what feems
one of the moft laudable undertakings, the explain-
ing the {criptures for the ufe of others, have ar laft
been in a remarkable degree unfettled themfelves ;
and the only vifible fruits their reading and induiiry
has afforded, have been error, invetive, and difla-
tistaction : fo that their labours have been an exem-

plification
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plification of the former part of our text, a proof in
point, how entirely the things of God are often hid
from the wife and prudent.

You thar are feeking the Lord, and are little in
your own eyes, rejoice that the difpenfation of grace
is in his hands. If men had the difpofal of it, you
might perhaps have been overlooked. We thould
have been ready to have accepted the fair-{poken
young man, who accofted our Lord with {o much
outward refped, and had fo much to fay in his own
behalf #: and probably we fhould have lert the
thief upon the crofs to perith like a wretch, as he
deferved. ¢f But the Lord {fveth not as man {eeth 1.7
“ His ways are higher than our ways, and his
¢ thoughts than our thoughts 1.” 'Therefore there
is encouragement for the meanelt and the vileft.
He has excluded none but thofe who exclude them-
felves. * Behold now is the accepted time, behold
¢ now is the day of falvation. Let the wicked for-
¢ fake his ways, and the unrighteous man his

¢ thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, for
¢ he will have mercy upon him, and to our God
¢ for he will abundantly pardon.”

. ® Maik, x. 20, $ 1 Sam. avi. 7. 4 1f lv. 9. o
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SERMON V.

The Sovereignty of Divine Grace aflerted and
illuftrated.

MarTTH. X1. 26,
Even 7&, Father, for fo it feemed geod in thy fight.

THAT the dodrine in the preceding verfe is true

in fadt, is fufficiently evident from common
obfervation. The greateft part of thofe whom the
world efteems wife and prudent, and all to a man
who think themfelves {o, pay but {mall regard to
the truths of the gofpel. They are hid rrom their
eyes, and revealed to babves, to thole whom they
defpife on account of their ignorance and infignifi-
cance. And if a few who are favoured with confi-
derable advantages in point of genius, education, or
rank, do receive the truth-in the love of 1, they
have been at leaft taught that they are no better
than babes, and are giad ro count all outward things
but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of
Chrift Jefus the Lord.

If we could give no other reafon for this difpen-
fation of grace, than that which is 'Iﬁigned in our
text, it ought to be fatistaltory; and wonld he fo,
if it was not for the pride of our hearts. ‘Smely
that which {eenis good in the fight of God, muft be
holy, and wife, and good in idelt. How vain and
prefumptuous is blinded man, that would dare to
reply again{t his Maker, to charge his holinefs with
injuftice, his wifdom with miftake, his goodsels
with partiality ! All their vain cavils will be filenced
at the great day, when the fecrets of all hearts ave
opened, and God will be juftified when he condemns.

However,



146 Sovereignty of Divine Grace  Ser, 3.

However, though we dare not veoture too far into
the depths of the divine counfels, yet from the
light he has afforded us in his word, we may, in
our feeble manner, affert and prove, that his ways
are juft and equal : and, befides the argument of
his {overeignty, ¢ That fo it has pleafed him,” hec
has been pleafed to favour us with {ome of the rea-
fons, ¢“ why it has fo pleafed him,” And this is
the fubject I propofe to lead your meditations to
from thefe words. May his Spirit affift me, that I
may not darken counfel by words without know-
ledge.

Let us begm with inquiring, What might be his-
principal ends in fending his Son into the world,
that we might have lite through him ? Thefe I ap-
prehend were chiefly two.

1. The redemption and complete falvation of all
that believe. All mankind are by nature in the
fame ftate of fin and mifery. But we are told, that
at the great day there will be an unfpeakable difter-
ence in the circumftances between fome and others,
Many will then ftand trembling at his left hand, to
whom the King fhall fay, ¢ Depart.” But thofe
on the right hand will hear thofe joyful words,
“ Come, ye blefled of my father, inherit the
“ kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
“ tion of the world.” If you afk, To what is this
difference primarily owing? the anfweris provi-
ded : ¢ Jefus loved them, and wathed them from
¢ their fins in his own blood; he redeemed them
¢ out of every nation, and people, and language;
* they came out of great tribulation, and wathed
‘¢ their robes, and made them white in the blo.d
¢ of the lamb; therefore are they before the
 throne.” It was then for their {akes, who fhould
be hereafter found at the right hand of Gud, that
4¢ (God f{ent furth his Son, made of a woman, made

¢.under the law, to redeem them that were under
, i the
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¢« the law, that we might receive the adoption of
¢ fons.”

2. But befides this, God had another and a ftill
higher end in the work of redemption, namely, the
manifeftation of his own glory. It was unfpeakable
love to us that he provided the means of falvation
at all: and we cannot wonder, much lefs ought we
to complain, that in juftice to himfelf he appointed
fuch means, and fuch a way, as that all the praife
and glory of the contrivance thould in the end re-
dound to himfelf alone. In order to this, it was
neceflary that the following things {hould be mani-
fefted with the fulleft evidence.

1. The greatnefs of man’s depravity, guilt, and
mifery : That it was not a fmall thing, but a cafe
worthy the interpofition of almighty power and ine
finite grace.

2. The utter infufficiency of man to relieve hime
felf; that fo God might have the whole honour of
his recovery, and we might be for ever debtors to
his free undeferved mercy.

3. That whereas there are, to outward appear-
ance a great variety of charadters among mankind,
it was neceflary the difpenfarion of his grace thould
be fo conduéted as to thew, that no cafe was too
hard for his power, or too low and milerable for
his compaflion and condefcenfion.

Upon thefe grounds we may fee fomething of his
wifdom in the methods he has appointed, and in the
fubjects of his choice; why it has feemed good in
his fight, to hide thefe things from the wife and
prudent, and to reveal them unto babes; for fuch

reafons as thefe
t. To ftain the pride of all human glory.
2. To exclude every pretence of boafting.
3. That there mig! Ye a ground of hope provi.

ded for the vileft an meaneit, °
4. That
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4. That the {alvation of believers might be fure,
and not {ubjet to mifcarry.

I. Tue Lord of hofts hath propofed it, ¢ to
¢ ftain the pride of all human glory *.” How
much men are difpofed to admire their own wif-
dom, learning, and fancied accomplifhments, is
fufficiently obvious. But now the pride of all this
glory is ftained, inafmuch as it is proved by expe.
rience to be utterly uielefs in the moft important
concerns. One man has talents to rule a king.
dom; but is himielf a flave to the vileft lufts and
pafions. Another has courage to face death in
a field of battle; yet, with regard to religion, is a
mere coward : overawed by the feeble breath of
the multitude, he is both athamed and afraid to
prattife what his confcience convinces him is his
duty. Another almoft pretends to count the num-
ber of the ftars, and to call them all by their
names; yet has no more thought of the God that
made the heavens and the f:'li‘tl], than the beafts
that perifh. Another delights in books and lan-
guages, which few can underftand but himfelf;
- nothing fo talfe or foolith but he accounts it worth
hi. ftudy, if it has butcthe ftamp of antiquity to
recommend- it; only the book of God, (though
much more ancient than all his fables), becaufe it
may be read. in plain Englith, is thrown by as un-
worthy his notice. Another who profefles to be
fcripture-wife, perverts the feripture, and abufes
his own reafon, to eftablith the moft abfurd er-
rors, or to overturn the plaineft truths,  Another
amufes himfelf with {etting forth the praifes of vir-
~ tue and morality, while his own condudt furnithes

a ftanding proof, either of the weaknefs of his

{cheme, or the infincerity of hLis heart. Time

* If. xxiii. 9.
would
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would fail to recount all the atchievements of thefe
wife and prudent men. But behold the pride of
them all ftained. In the midft of all their acqui-
fitions and inventions, they are ftrangers to God,
to themfclves, and to peace; they are without
Chrift, and without hope; thole things which
alone are of real importance are hid from their
eves. Here the defperate depravity and deceitful-
nefs of the heart are manifefted to the glory of
God; and it is clearly feen, that if he does not in-
terpofe to fave, men are wholly unable to fave them-
{elves.

II. To exclude boafting. *¢ Where is boafling
¢« then? Itis excluded.,” As the apoftle {peaks
in another place, ‘ If Abraham was juftified by
¢¢ works, he hath whereof to glory *:” {o if men
were faved either in whole, or in part, by their
own wifdom and prudence, they might in the fame
degree afcribe the glory and praife to themfelves.
They might fay, My own power and wifdem gave
me this; and thus God would be robbed of the
honour due to his name. DBut now this 1s pre-
umted The word - of the Lord is, ¢ Let not the
‘ wife man glory in his wildem, nelther let the
miphty man glory in his might; let not the rich
man glory in his riches; but let him that glo-
“ rieth glory in this, that he underftandeth and
“ knoweth me, that I am the Lord +.” For what-
ever outward advantages {fome may feem to pof-
fefs, as to the things of God, they ftand altogether
upon a level with the meaneft. Thefe things can-
not be underftood by any f{agacity on our parts,
but muft be revealed by the Father of lights. What
could be done in this way, you may collect from
ot Paul’s reprefentation in the firft chapter of his

€<
(44

* Rom. iv. 1. T Jet iz, 234 24,

oy

Voi. IV, x H epiftle
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epiftle to the Romans. Many of the Heathens
were eminent for wifldom and abilities, and made
great proficiency in fcience; but with regard to
the knowledge of God, the refult of all their re-
fearches was” error, fuperfiition, and idolatry ;
profefling themfelves to be wife, they became fools,
and their difquifitions had no other effect than to
leave them without excufe. Their praétice (as will
always be the cale) was correfpondent to their
principles; and, in the midft of a thoufand refine-
ments in theory, they were abandoned to the
groffeft and moft deteftable vices. If it be faid,
thefe-had not the light of revelation, we may ob-
ferve the fame or fimilar effelts where the gofpel is
known.- With this fuperior light men are ftill e-
qually vain in their imaginations ; and though they
do not pay an owiward and formal worfhip to
flocks and ftones, they are grofs idolaters; for
they ferve, love, and truft the creature more than
the Creator. When there is a difference, it is
* owing to grace, and grace is acknowledged. Such
will readily fay, ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not
¢ unto us, but unto thy name be the praife *.”
Thus all pretence to boafting is effeCtually exclu-
ded ; and he that can glory upon -good grounds,
muft glory only in the Lord.

If it fhould. be fuppofed that this reprefentation
of things tends to difcourage a diligent and ferious
inquiry after truth, I anfwer, when rightly under-
ftood, it will have juft the contrary eflct. What
- can be more {uited to. excite diligence, than to
point out the method in which it will affuredly be
crowned with fuccefs ¢ You cannot fucceed with-
out the light and affiftance of the Holy Spirit; but
if confcious of this, and aware of your own in-
fufficiency, vou will feek his direction and guidanee

* Pf, cxv. 1.

by
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by humble prayer, it {hall be afforded you. If you
know not this, you will certainly be wearied in the
end by repeated difappointments; but if you depend
upon his teaching and co-operation in the ufe of
the means he has appointed, your knowledge {hall
advance as the growing light.

III. T'His method of the divine procedure opens
a door of hope to the vileft and the meaneft. Let
not any be caft down on account of any pecu-
liar incapacity or difficulty in their cafe, If none
but the wile and the learned, the rich, and thofc
who are efteemed well-behaved and virtuous,
could be faved, or if thefe ftood in a fairer way
for it than others, the greateft part of mankind
might give up hope, and fit down in defpair at
once. But the cafe is exallly the reverfe. Itis
true, the perfons I am fpeaking of are not the
worfe for thefe ditinCtions, whenever they are fen-
fible how vain and infufficient they are, and be-
take themfelves as poor, helplefs, miferable, blind,
and naked, to flee for refuge to the mercy of God
in Chrift. But, alas! their fuppofed qualifica-
tions too often harden them to reje&t the counfel
of God againft themnfelves. They think themielves
whole, and therefore {ee not the neceflity or value
of the phyfician. You who are fentible you have
nothing of your own to truft to, take encourage-
ment ; the Lord has fuited his gofpel to your cir-
cumftances. .

1. Are ye poor! The Lord Jefus Chrift has
{anctified the {tate of poverty by taking it on him-
felf. He had not where to lay his head. .Hc will
not therefore defpife you on this account. Only
pray that you may likewife be poor in fpirit. He
looks through all outward diftintions, and oien
pafles by a palace to make his prefence and power
known in a mud-wall’d cottage. Perhaps he ap-

H 2 pointed
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pointed this ftate in mercy to your fouls, that you
-might not be diftradted with many things, nor take
up with a portion in this world. You cannot be
in a lower or more afflited ftate than Lazarus,
who, while he lay negleted at the rich man’s gate,
opprefled with want, and full>of fores, was a child
of God, and the charge of angels.

2. Are you ignorant ? If you cannot read, you
mifs indeed -a confiderable advantage which you
might derive from the perufal of his good word,
and I would wifh you to attain it if pralticable,
If mot, give fo much more diligent attention to the

“preaching of the gofpel ; intreat others to read the
fcripture te you. But efpecially pray. The Lord
can teach you .without a book, and make up for
every defet. It is very poflible for you to attain
to know and love God, to love your ncighbour, to
rejoice in Chrift, to keep his precepts, to be con-
tent with your flation, to live by faith, and to dit
with comfort, though you cannot diftinguifh one
letter from another. The prophet Ifaiah, in the

" .profpect of gofpel-times, gives a defcription of the
way of falvadon, which is peculiarly fuited for
your comfort.. ¢ And a highway fhall be there,
$¢ and it thall be called the way of holinefs; the
¢ wayfaring men, though fools, fhall not em
$¢ therein *.”

3. Ilave you been notorious open {inners:
Then you are in the lefs danger of trufting to your
own righteouinefs. And as to the reft, if you are
fick of fin, if you fincerely defire. to be freed, as
well from the power as from the guilt of it, you
ftand as fair for {alvation as the moft fober and re-
gu ar perfon upon the earth. Ot Paul, fpeaking

1o hofc who had been partakers of the faving grace
of God, after he had made an enumeration of the

# If. xxxv. 8,

blackeft
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blackeft fins which man can be guilty of, adds,
« And fuch were fome of you: but ye are wathed,
¢ but ye are fanctified, buc ye are juitified, in the
¢ name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of
« our God *.”

IV. Ix thisway the falvation of believers is fure.
If it depended on any thing In man it might mif-
carry. Man’s boafted wifdom is foon changed. A.
few hours of a fever, a fmall blow on the head,.
may change a wife man into a fool. ¢ But it is
“ of grace, to the end that the promife might be
“ fure to all the feed +.” Adam had a ftock of
wildom, yet when he was trufted with his own
happinefs, he could wot preferve it. But.the fe-
cond Adam 1is all-fufficient. QOur dependence is
upon him. Lo thofe who are babes, heis wifdom,.
righteoufnefs, fanttification, and all that they want..
If this concern had been left to-the wifldom of man,
it is moft probable that Chrift would have lived
and .died in' vain, without a. fingle real difciple.
But now the difpenfation of grace is in his hands,
we are fure that fome will believe in him ; and we
are likewife fure, that thofe who truly do fo fhalk
never be afhamed of their hope.

Now, from what has.been faid,.

1. Inquire what is the temper of your minds
with regacd. to this appointment.. Qur Lord re-
joiced in it as the wife and holy will, the good
pleafure of his heavenly Father. If you are dif~
pleafed at it, is it not a proof that you have not
the mind which was in Chrift Jefus? If God wills
one thing, and you wi// another, where muft the
contention end ! 'To what purpofe, or with what
pretence can you ufe that expreflion in the Lord’s

* & Cor. vi. 11, + Rom. iv. 16.

H 3 prayery
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prayer, ‘ Thy will be done,” when in effet your
hearts rife with enmity againft it ? This is one to-
pic from whence we may confirm the declaration
of fcripture, that man by nature is not only 2
tranfgreffor of the law, but an enemy, yea enmity
itfelf againft God *. They may pay fome profei-
fion of regard to the power that made the heavens
and the earth, thefea, and the fountains of water,
while they worfhip they know not what, according
to their own vain and dark imaginations. But the
attributes and charalters of God revealed in fcrip-
ture, his holinefs, juftice, truth, and {overeignty,
they cannot bear. 'They are enemies to the decla-
red ftri€tnefs of his moral government, and eng=
mies to the methods by which he has propoled to
communicate his grace.. But he is God, and who
can controul him? Whe can fay unto hlm, What
haft thou done? You muft either fubmit to his
golden fceptre in time, or his rad of iron will fall
upon you for ever. -

2. Does it not appear from hence, that the doc-
trine of free fovercign grace is rather an encou.
ragement to awakened and broken-hearted finnérs
than otherwife ? If you are moft unworthy of
mercy, and deftitute of every plea, fhould you not
be glad to hear, that the Lord does not expelt
worthinefs in thole whom he faves? But that he
himfelf has provided the only plea which he will
accept, and a plea which cannot be over-ruled, the
gghteoufncfs and mediation of his well-beloved

on.

- % Rom. viit. ¥,
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S ERMON VI.

Of the Perfon of Chniit.

MaTTH. X1 27.

All things are delivered unto me of my Father : and
ne man knoweth the Son, but the Father : neither
knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and be
to whomfoever the Son will reveal him,

THE two preceding verfes have led us to confider

grace (if I may {o fpeak) in the unfathomable
depths of the fovereign will and good pleafure of
God. In this verfe, our Lord calls us to the con-
templation of his own glorious perfon, authority
and fulnefs. In him grace is treafured up as in a
repofitory for communication, to be difpenfed to
needy perifhing finners.

When an ambaffador is deputed from an earthly
prince, to tranfact fome concern of great import-
ance, he produces his commiffion and authority,
without which all he could propofe would be little
regarded ; and thofe are moft honoured and at-
tended to, who are intrufted with full powers, that
is, with a liberty to a& and propofe as occafions
offer, without farther inftru&ions, and with full
fecurity that the King will ratify and confirm what-
ever they agree to, in the fame manner as if he had
done it in his own perfon. Thus (if we may pre-
fume to compare {mall things with great) our Lord
Jefus Chrift, the great meflenger of the Father’s
love, before he invites every weary heavy-laden fin-
ner to come to him with a gracious affurance that
he will receive, and pardon, and fave them all, he
condefcends in this verfe (as it were) to open his

H 4 come
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commiffion, to inftrut us in his own perfonal dig-
nity, and to communicate to us the ample and
uniimited authority which he has received from
God to treat with rebels. He knows what hearts
of unbelief we have; how greatly an awakened con-
{cience is terrified with guilt ; how bufy Satan is to
urge us to queftion either his ability or his willing-.
nefs to fave; and therefore he would leave no-
thing undene that might encourage us to come to
him, and find reft for our fouls. May his gracious
Spirit enable me to fpeak aright, and fo open your
hearts to underftand what may be faid upon this
high fubject, that we may have joy and peace in be-
lieving.

The words contain a threefold declaration.

1. Of his perfon : ¢ No man knoweth the Son,
“ but the Father; neither knoweth any man the
¢¢ Father, fave the Son,”

2. Of his authority : ¢ All things are delivered
‘¢ to me of my Father.”

. Of his office : Summarily intimated in the
expreflion, ¢ He to whom{oever the Son will reveal
“ him.”

To treat thefe points in their proper extent,
would be a fubjeét more than equal to the abilities
and life of man. Much would be left unfaid at
laft. We cannot order our fpeech by reafon of
darknefs. This is a theme fit for an angel’s tongue ;
the moft exalted angel, or all the angels in heaven,
wonld be unable to comprehend it, for it is infi-
nite, as our text declares. Nonce knows the Son
but the Father. Here we are too prone to think
highly of our own knowledge; but when we ar-
vive in yonder world of light, to fee him as he is,
we fhall be afhamed of the higheft conceptions we
had of him, and of our moft laboured attempts to
exprefs them, while we were imprifoned in this

ditant land. Then we fhall {ay with the Queen of
. oheba,
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Sheba, ¢ Behold the half, the thoufandth part was

¢ pot told us.” In the mean time, he is pleafed:
to accept our imperfeét ftammerings, to aflilt our
feeble inquiries, and does not difdain (as he juftly
might) to hear us take his name upon our polluted:

lips.

I. Tue inconceivable dignity of his perfon is
pointed out by two expreflions.

1. ¢ No man” (or rather, as it might be render-
ed here and in many Other places, “ No one *)
¢« knoweth the Father, but the Son.” No one.

1/7, Not the wifeft man in a ftate of nature. Va-
rious degrees of knowledge there are amongft the
{ons of men. - There is a great difference between
man and man; between one who knows not his
letters, or any thing beyond the bounds of his own
village ; and another who has a large acquaintance
with arts and fciences, hiftory, and languages, and
has furveyed the manners and boundarics of manv
nations.. But, with regard to the knowledge of
Chrift, the philofopher and the fhepherd, the king
and the beggar, are juft upon a level.. Of two
blind men, one may know many things more than
the other;. but with regard to the knowlt,:ige O
light and colours, they will be both ignorang
alike.

Some of you perhaps think yourfelves wifer than.
many of your neighbours. But I cannot too often
remind you, that if you-know not Chrift, all your
wifdom is folly, and you will find it {o at laft.

2dly, Neither do his own people know him in
the fenfe of my text. Some knowledge of him in-
deed they. have, which-1s their differencing cha--
radter from the world. But how fmall a portion ?
That they know him a little, is plain, becaufg they:

* Ovdag.

H g love.
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love him and truft him; but how little is plain like-
wife, becaufe their love is fo faint, and their truft
fo feeble. Their doubts, fears, complaints, and
- backflidings, are fo many mournful proofs that they
are but poorly acquainted with him, and fufficiently
evidence, that 3 great part of what we account our
knowledge, is not real and experimental, but no-
tional only. The literal fenfe of what we read con-
cerning Jefus, is attainable by ftudy and human
teaching; but the {piritual inport can only be re-
ceived from Him who teaches the heart, who in-
creafes it in us by the various exerciles and difpen-
fations we pafs through; and the beft have much
more to. learn than they have already attained..
There are indeed happy moments when he mani-
fefts himfelf to the eye of faith, in his glory, and
in his love, as he did to Peter in the mount, and.
to Thomas, when a fight of his wounds conquered
his unbelicf, and made him in a tranfport of joy
cry out, *f My Lord,. and my God.” But theie
vifits, though they have a powerful influence to
conquer fin-and fear, are tranfient; and when the
caufe is withdrawn, there is a proportionable abate-
ment in the: effedt.. The knowledge of Chrift, in.
the prefent lite, may be compared to the know-
Jedge which a fhepherd has of the fea, from ha-
ving viewed it from the top of a cliff. In a fenfe it
may be faid, he has feen the fea; but how little has.
he feen, in comparifon of what lies beyond the
reach of his eye ! How inadequate is {uch a pro-
{fpet to give him an idea an{werable to the length,
and breadth, and dcpth of the immenfe occan !
- Nay, farther,
3dly, The glorified faints, and holy angels, who
behold as much of his glory as creatures can bear,
do not know him as he is,, 'they are flled with
his power and love. He comprehends them, but
they cannot him, A veflel catt into the fea, can
but
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but receive according to its capacity. THhus are
they filled with his fullnefs ull they can hold no
more ; but his glory ftill remains infinite and bounda
lefs, The glorious {craphims, therefore, are repres
fented as hiding their fuces with their wings, unable
to bear the {plendour of his prefence. For,

4thly, *“ Nonc knows the Son but the Father.”
This proves his divinity.  God only knows himfelf..
The Son is his eternal Word, his eternal Wildom,
and therefore beyond. the higheft reach of finite

under{tanding,.
2.. ¥ None knows the Father but the Son.”

Here I might repeat the former particulars, God
has made {umething known of himfelf in his works,
much in his word, more ftill in his grace. All
men have fome faint perceptions of his power and.
precience. He manitefts himielt to his own family
below, ftill more to his family above 5 yet, after all,
he 1s {aid to dwell in light which no man can ap-
proach. None knows him but the Son, and he
knows him perfectly, knows the incomprehenfible
God, therefore he is God himfelf. As he faid to
Philip, ¢ He that hath feen me, hath feen the Fa-
¢ ther *.”

Now, if we had no other proof ¢f this dotrine
but the paffage betore ws, fince this is the declara-
tion of the true and faithful witnefs, it thould be
accepted as decifive. But asthis is the great myfte-
ry of godlinels, the pillar and ground of truth, the
toundation of all our hopes, 11{hall take this oppor-
tuniiy to confirm it more largely trom. other cons
current teftimonies of {cripture,

By the Son, I mean the perfon who fpoke thefe
words : He who was toretold by the prophers;
who in the follnefs of time came into the wurld
who, with refpett to his divine natare, is C’lﬂc‘.d

¢: John, xiv. g

H 6 o the
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¢ the Word *,” and, with refpet to his human na-
ture, was born of the Virgin Mary : he who was
known upon earth by the name of Jefus; wholfe
hiftory is related by the evangelifts ; who fuffered a
thametul and accurfed death upon the crofs witha
out the gates of Jerufalem. Of him we affirm,
¢ ‘I'hat he was, and is, the true God, and eter-
“ nal lifet.” In proof of this, befides what has
been already faid, let the following particulars be
¢onfudered.

1/#, That the proper and peculiar titles of God
are attributed 'to him frequently in the feriptures,
{o frequently, that it would be a very long tatk to
tranfcribe them all. Let a few, the application of
which to Chrift is expreis and indifputable, fuffice
for 4 fpecimen : ¢ The Word was God:” ¢ His
“ name fhall be called Emmanuel, God with us:”
¢¢ Jehovah our Righteoufnefs ” ““T'he mighty Ged.”
In the fame ftyle he fpeaks of himfelf by his fer-
vants the prophets and apoftles : ¢ Thy Maker is
¢¢ thine hufband, the Lord of Hofts is his name;
¢ and thy Redeemer the Holy Ope of Ifrael; the
¢¢ God of the whole earth fhall he be caled.”
*¢ Look unto me, and. be ye faved, all the ends
¢« of the earth; forI am God, and there is none
¢ elfe.” ¢¢1am Alphaand Omega, the beginning
¢ and the end, the firft and the laft, the Al-
¢ mighty 1.”

Amidft the variety of teftimonies which might
be adduced -to this purpofe, there are two which
are peculiarly obferveable. The Pfalmift exprefles
the majefty, power, and immutability of God, in
thefe {ublime terms: ¢ Of old thou haft laid the
¢ foundations of the earth, and the heavens are

* John, 1. 1. $+ 1 John, v. 20.
$ John, i. 5o5 Matth, 1. 23.5  Jer. xxiii. 6.5 Ifa. ix. 6.3
1. live 5.3 Ifa, xlv. 23.5 Rev. 1o 8, 11,

¢ the
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¢ the work of thine hands. They fhall perifh,
¢ but thou fhalt endure; yea, all of them fhall
¢ wax old like a garment; as a vefture thou fhalt
¢ change them, and they fhall be changed: but
¢¢ thou art the fame, and thy years fhall have no
¢« end *,” Surely none can deny, but this afcription.
muft be incommunicably due to the Almighty;
yet the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews { ap-
plies thefe words directly to the Son of God. The
other paflage I intend is the vifion of Ifaiah, re-
corded in his fixth chapter; ‘which not only proves
the point in hand, but irrefragably eftablifhes the
do@rine of the Trinity. For the Lord of hofis,
whom Ifaiah {faw and heard, is affirmed by St John
to have been the Spn {, by St Paul to have been
the Holy Ghoit | 1faiah, therctore, had a mani-
feftation of what was afterwards in explicit words
fet forth to the faith of the church, that ¢ there
¢¢ are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
‘ the Word, and the Holy Ghoft; and thefe three
¢ are one **.”

2dly, His works upon earth were fuch as necef-
farily {uppole a divine power. Who can controul
the elements, raife the dead, command the devils,
fearch the heart, and forgive {in, but God alone 42
If it thould be {aid, that many of his fervants and
followers wrought miracles equal to his, by a de-
legated power, and therefore this argument is not
conclufive ; I anfwer, There is an apparent differ-
ence in the manner of their working, which proves
the difparity between them and him. They could
do nothing but-in his name ; and by his power they
ufually addrefled themfelves to him by prayer, and

* Phal. . ag.—27. 4 Heb. 1. 10 —1a.

} John, xii. gr. - [ Adls, xxviii. 25. ** 1 John, v. 7.
t+ Mark, iv. 39.; John, xi. 43.; Luke, iv, 36.; Ma.k, iis
50

always
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always afcribed the praile and glory to him*. But
his power was independent, fovereign, and unli-
mited : *¢ He {poke, and it was done; he com-
¢ manded, and it ftood faft.” At the breath of
his rebuke, the raging tempeft and the boifterous.
feas were inftantly hufhed into a perfelk calm. The
deaf heard his voice, and the dead came forth from
their graves, at his firft call.

3dly, His works of office can be performed by
none but God. This might be proved concerning
each of the offices he exercifes in confequence of
his high charalter as Mediator between God and
man ; but I thall fpeak only of two.

(1) It is his office to keep his believing people
in this prefent evil world. To alt { the part of a
fhepherd towards them, to fupply their wants of
every kind, to diret their {teps, to controul their
encmies, to over-rule all things for their good, and
to be a very prefent help in every time of trouble.
To execute this important charge, it is neceffary
that his knowledge, his compaflion, his power, and.
his patience, muft be boundlefs. His eye muft be
every moment upon all their cafes at once; his ear
muft be inceflantly open to receive the prayers of
all people, nations, and languages; his arm muft
be continually ftretched out to fupport fo many
that ftand, to raife up fo many that fall, to afford
feafonable and fuitable fupplies, at the fame -in-
ftant, to the diftrefles and temptations of millions..
If this is the office he has undertaken, and if he
is acknowledged fufficient and faithful in the dif-
charge of it, what more undeniable evidence can
be given, that he has all the attributes we can con-
ceive as eflential and peculiar to the godhead?
The provocations, defels, and backilidings, ot his
people, are likewife fo numerous, fo often repeat-

. A&s, iii! 12.=—%0, ) t Malth- ii- 6. TOILXY#ls
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ed, and attended with fuch black aggravations,
that if he was not God invincible in goodnefs, un-
changeable ip purpofe, if his mercy was not, as is
his majefty, infinite, he would be wearied out, and
provoked to .caft them off for ever.. The great
reafon why he bore with his people of old holds
equally ftrong with refpect to us: I am the Lord,
« I change not, therefore ye fons of Jacob are-not
¢ confumed *.”

(2) The like may be faid of the high office, cha-
yalter, and appointment, he has received, to be the
judge of the world, of angels, and of men. For,
befides that it is quite incredible that God, who is
jealous of his glory, fhould intruft this moft il
luftrious prerogative to any mere creature, it feems
evident at firft fight, that no creature can be pof-
fibly qualified for the difcharge_of it.. Lo the great
and final Judge all hearts muft be open, - all defires.
known, and every fecret difelofed. He muft be
intimately acquainted with the counfels and plans
that lay hid in God from eternity ; he muft have a
fovereign, comprehenfive, intuitive view of every
event, of every defign, that took place within the
limits. of time and creation; he muft have unli=-
mited authority to pronounce the decifive fentence
which will fix the everlafting ftate of all intelligent
beings, and uacontrouled power for the immediate
and irrevocable execution of his fupreme decree.
And what higher than this can our moft laboured
conceptions reach of the Almighty God! If it be
{aid, that Chrift will aét by a delegated authority,
we anfwer, It is a contradi¢tion to fay, that God
can delegate his omnifcience to a creature ; and
without this attribute, any aflignable meafure of
wildom or power would be infufficient. 'Lhe power
and tulnefs of the godhead muit {o.refide in the

* Mal. i, 6
judge,
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judge, as juftly to denominate him to be ¢ God
¢« gver all bleffed for ever *” And this the
fcripture aflures us is the cafe in fa&t. The man
Chrift Jefus, who is appointed the Judge of quick
and dead, is fo intimately and eflentially united to
and inhabited by the Deity +, that he is the pro-
per object of our faith, as the true God, and eter-
nal life.

~ 4thly, The honours he claims from us afford a
further argument for his proper divinity. He
challenges our fupreme love, obedience, truft, and
worthip: ¢ Ye believe in God, believe alfo in
¢ me.” ¢ Except ye eat the flefh of the Son of
¢ man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in
“ you.” ¢ That all men fhould honour the Son
¢ as they honour the father.” ¢ My fheep know
 my .voice, and I know them, and they follow
“ me; and I give unto them eternal life.” ¢ ] am
¢¢ the light of the world.” * I am the refurrection
% and the life{.” If we could fuppofe an apofile
or an angel fpeaking of himfelf in terms like thefe,
requiring our unlimited dependence, and direting
our hope and love to centre wholly on him, we
might juftly reject him as a blafphemer.- How the
apoftles underftood thefe expreflions, and that they
did not miftake our Lord’s meaning, is evident from
the behaviour of Thomas. He i{aluted his rifen
Saviour, * My Lord, and my God |.” Had his
tranfport of joy car ried him too far in giving this
afcription to Jefus, he would doubtlefs have cor-
refted him, and provided us with a caution againft
committing the like fault.. For who that has tafted
his love, and been made partaker of the power of
 his refurretion, can avoid adoring him with the

* Rom ix. §. 'I'Cﬂl 1 9.
{ John, xiv. 5.5 VI..§3.5 V. 23.3 X527 28.; vill 12,3 Xi. 2§
i John, xx.-28.
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utmoft homage their words can exprels, or their
hearts concelve !

From hence we may take occafion to obferve,

t. His wonderful condefcenfion, that, for us and
our {alvation, he ftooped fo low, drew a veil over
his eternal glories, and appeared in the form of a
fervant, to fufter and to die: * Though he was
¢ rich, for our fakes he became poor, that we
‘“ through his poverty might be made rich*.”
This was love pafling knowledge, to pour out his
blo..d, his lite, his foul, for thofe who by nature
and practice were enemies and rebels, difobedient
to his government, and averfe to his grace

2. What a blefled and glorious hope is fet before
awakened finners! Add to the confideration of his
perfon, what we have yet to offer from the word of
God concerning his authority and purpofe, and
{ay if thefe truths do not give fuflicient encourage-
ment to believe and be {aved!

3. How awful muft be the cafe of thofe who
fhall be found in final rebellion agzinft him, and
die in a ftate of impeniience and unbhelief ! Alas!
poor obftinate finners, that have ftood out fo long,
will you ftill harden your hearts, and itop your
ears, and rufh (like the thouphtefs horfe in the
battle) upon your own deftruction? De you con-
fider whom you are oppofing? ¢ Did ever any
“ harden himfelf againit the Lord and profper 127
“ Have you an arm like God, or can you hunder
“ with a voice like bim §¢” Where will you ftand,
or what will you fay, ¢ when he fhall arife to thake
‘“ terribly the earth? when he thall be revealed in
‘“ fire, to take vemgeance ¢n all that konow not
“ God, and: obey not the golpel . O kifs the

* 2 Cor. viti. o, t Job, ix. 4. } Job, xl. 9.
{ 2 Thefl, 1. 8, : ob

sSon,

{



166 Of the Perfon of Chrift. Ser. 6.

-Son, throw down your arms, and fall proftrate at
his footftool, left his anger awake, and you perifh
without hope; for in a little time the great day of
his wrath will be revealed, ¢ which will burn like
¢ a furnace, and all the proud, yea and all that
¢ do wickedly, fhall be ftubble, and the day that
¢ cometh fhall burn them up, faith the Lord of
¢ hofts, that it fhall leave them neither root nor
¢ branch *” ‘Then will it appear, that thofe,
and thoie only, are blefled, who put their truft in
him: ¢ For thofe who truft in him {hall never be
¢ afhamed ; but when Chrift who is their. life fhall
‘¢ appear, they alio fhall appear with him in glory {.”

¢ Mal.iv. 5. $ Col. iii. 4.
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S ERMON VIL

Of the Authority of Chrift,

MATTH. Xi. 27.

All things are delivered unto me of my Father; and
no man knoweth the Son, but the Father : neither

knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and he
to whomfoever the Son will reveal him. ~

WE have fpoken fomething of the dignity and
excellence of that Mighty One on whom our

help is laid ; and are now to-confider,

II. The covenant-authority he is intrufted with
to manage the great concern of man’s falvation. He
is not only infinitely fufficient, but divinely appoint-
ed for this great work. |

Of this covenant there is exprefs mention in ma-
ny parts of {cripture, to fome of which I have re-
terred in the note*, It is ftyled the covenant of
peace, the everlafting, ordered, and fure covenant.
The power and efficacy of this covenant refpeted
the future incarmation of our Saviour. He af
{erted his right, while in the form of a fervant, in
the words of my text; and to the fame purpofe are
the words of John the Baptift: ¢¢ The Father lo-
‘ veth the Son, and hath delivered all things into
 his hands+.” But the full manifeftation of it
was deferred to the time of his refurreétion, when,

and by which, he was declared to be the fon of

* Pf Ixxxix. 19.; Prov. viii. 23.; M xlii. 1.—6. compared with
Matth. xii. 18.~21.; If. xlix. 8, 9.3 Zech. vi. 13,
4 lohn, ii1. 33.

God
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God with power *, Hence, before he left his dif-
ciples, he aflured them,  All power is committed
¢ to me in heaven and in earth +.”

The fum is, that our Lord Jefus Chrift, by vir-

tue of his divine nature, and his voluntary under-
taking in our flefh, to fulfil all righteoufnefs for
us, both as to obedience and fatisfation, 1s exalt-
ed in that nature wherein he fuffered to be the
fovercign Judge and Lord of ail{. He it is now
with whom we have to do. The holy God, con-
fidered without refpedt to the covenant of grace, is
a conluming fire to finners; and we cannot ftand
before him. But now he reveals himfelf, he dwells
as in his temple in the man Chrift Jefus. He
has intrufted all his glory and al] his grace 1n his
hands; and to him we are to look, on him we
are to depend, for ‘all the bleflings we need for
time and ctereity. For ¢ all things are delivered
“ to him of the Father.” All things is a molt
comprehenfive expreflion. We may diftribute 1t as
referring to all perfons, all bleflings, and all difpen-
fations. -
" 1. All perfons are in his hands. Hence his {fub-
lime title, *King of kings, and Lord of lords|.”
He doth what he will among the armies of heaven,
and the inhabitants of the earth. Thus Haiah faw
his glory, and fpake of him.

1/#, He is Lord over his enemies, and thofe that
hate him. He rules them with a rod of iron, and
{fo difpofes their defigns as to make. them (though
againft their wills) the means and inftruments of
promoting his own purpofes and glory **. "They
are his fervants even when they rage moft againit
. him. He has a bridle in their mouths to check and

~ * Rom. 1 4. + Matth, xxviii, 18, |  Phil, il 6.—11.
Il Rev. xis. 16. 5 Dan.iv, 3. ; If. vi. compared with John, xii. 414
¥ Pl g,
' turiL
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turn them at his pleaﬁlre He can and often does
controul them when they fcem moit fure of fuccefs,
and always fets them bounds, which they cannot
pafs. So he thewed his power over Pharaoh of
old ; the haughty king’s refiftance only gave occa-
fion for a more glorious difplay of the greatnefs
and goodnefs of the God of Ifrael. So he hum-
bled the pride of Herod, and gave him up, in the
midft of his puards, a prey to worms*. And thus,
{noner or later, all his enemies are blought to lick
the duft betore him |
2dly, But efpecially he 1s Lord of his own people.
By nature indeed they likewife are his enemies,
but he knows them all by name. They have been
in a peculiar manner given to him by the Father 13
he accounts them his portion, and he will not lofe
his ownt. He knows where to find them, and
when to call them; and when his time is come,
one word or look from him can difarm them in a
moment, and bring them humbly to his feet. How
foon did he ftop and change the perfecuting Saul | !
When they are thus made willing in the day of his
power, he takes them under his efpecial carey and
whofo toucheth them, toucheth the apple of his
eve. He guides, and guards, and feeds, and
ftrengthens them ; he keeps them night and day,
waters them every moment, and will not {uffer any
to pluck them out of his hand, nor will he himfe!f
leave them or forfake them, till he has done all
that he has {poken to them of. He gives them
likewife a new heart and gracious difpofitions, fuit-
ed to the honourable relution he has brought them
into ; fo that they delight in his precepts, and yield
him a chearful, habitual, and univerfal obedience,

* Adts, xii 23. + Juba, xvii. 6. } Johp, x. 15. 16,
| AQs, irx. |

\
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from the conﬁrainin-g {enfe they have received of

his inexpreflible love.
2. All bleflings are at his difpofal. Is not this

a welcome declaration to awakened {fouls? What
is the blefling you want? Seck to Jefus, and you
{hall not be difappointed. Hear his gracious invi-
tation,-“¢ Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to
¢ the waters, and ye¢ that have no money; come
‘¢ ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk
¢ without money, and without price.—Incline your
¢ ear, and come unto me: hear, and your foul
¢ fhall live *,” The promifed bleflings which he
holds in his hands, are the very fame that the a-
wakened enlightened conicience muft have, and can
have only from him.

14, Pardon. How needful, how valuable is the
pardon of fin to thofe who know what fin is, what
-1t deferves, and what a {hare they havein it! Such
are incapable of taking comfort till they know how
God may be reconciled and fin forgiven. Thefe
are the perfons to whom Jefus fays, ¢ Look .unto
“ me, and be ye faved. I, even I am he that
‘¢ blotteth out thy tran{greflions for mine own fake,
¢ and will not remember thy fins +.”

2dly, Righteoufnels. By believing in him fin-
- ners are not only pardoned, but juftified. They
are accepted in the beloved, and accounted righ-
teous by his righteoufnefs imputed to them, which
we are aflured is unto all, and upon all that be-
lieve, without any difference or exception]. Hence
his people adore him, and glory in him by his
name, The Lord our Righteoufnefs. In him they
poflefs a righteoufnefs anfwerable to the demands
of the holy law, have confidence and liberty of ac-
cefs to God at prelent, though confcious of innu-

*Ideor. F1I6 xlve 2203 3liiie 2. 3 Rom. iid. 22.

merable
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merable deficiencies in themfelves, and they fhall
ftand with boldnefs before him in this righteouf-
nefs, and not be athamed in the great day of his
appearance, when he fhall come to judge the world.

adly, Strength. The forgivenels of fin that is
paft would little avail, unlefs there was provifion
made for a continual fupply of needful grace.
Without this we fhall quickly grow weary, yield to
the force of furrounding temptations, till at length
the latter end would be worfe than the beginning.
But now every fincere foul may be freed from this
fear. The way of prevention is pointed out, and the
fuccefs infallibly {fecured by that one promife, tho’
there are many to the fame.effect, ¢ They that wait
¢ on the Lord fhall renew their firength *,”

4thly, Healing. This is often neceffary; for the
{piritual warfare is not to be maintained long with-
out wounds. Our great enemy is fo fubtle, fo
watchful, fo well provided with temptations adapt-
ed to every temper and circumftance ; and we are
{o weak, unpraltifed, and fv often remifs and off
our guard, that he will at times prevail to bring us
into a dark, barren, backiliding ftate, defpoiled ot
comfort, and opprefled with fears. But fee what
a good and gracious fhepherd we have: hear his
comfortable words: ¢¢ I will feck that which was
‘“ loft, and bring again that which was driven a-
‘ way, and will bind up that which was broken,
‘“ and will firengthen that which was fick 1.”

s¢hly, Support under trouble. He has engaged
to lead his people fately t, through fire and through
water. He gives them leave to caft all their care
upon him, with an aflurance that he careth for
them. He has faid, ¢ all things {hall work toge-
“ ther for their good ; that his grace fhall be fut-

* If. xl 31, } Ez<k. xxxiv. 16.
i IL xiiii, 2.5 1 Petoiil, 19,5 Rom viii 28,5 2 Cor, xii. 1.

¢ ficient
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¢ ficient for them 3 and that in good time he will
¢ bruife Satan under their feet, make them more
¢ than conquerors,” and place them out of the
reach of fin and forrow for ever. Defides the ha-
bitual peace which arifes from the believing confi-
. deration of thefe truths, he has likewife peculiar
{feafons of refrethment, when he manifefts himfelf
to the foul in a way the world knows not of, and
often makes the hour of their tharpeft trials the
time of their {weeteft and higheft confolations:
¢¢ As the {fufferings of Chrift abound in us, {o our
¢¢ confolation aboundeth by Chrift *.”

3. All difpenfations are under his direétion. He
3s Lord of all, and does according to his pleafure
among the armies of heaven, and the -inhabitants
of the earth. lde is the fupreme difpofer,

12, Of thofe external difpenfations which are
diftinguifthed by the name of providential:

(1) Thofe that are welcome and profperous are
both his gift and his purchafe. Te his people
they came free : but he paid dear for them. And
this gives them their chief value in the judgement
of thofe who know him, to receive them as the
pledges and fruits of his redeeming love. When
the bleflings of common providence are received
and enjoyed as the gifts of God reconciled in
Chrift, they are then, and not otherwife, truly
comfortable. It is this thought enables the poor
believer often to tafte a {weeter relith and flavour
in bread and water, than the voluptuary ever knew
in the wafteful profufion and ftudied refinements
of luxury. To be able to look back and fee how
the hand of our gracious Lord has led us from
our childhood, chofe and managed better for us
than we could have done, correfted our miftakes,
and in many things exceeded our defires; to look

® . Cor.i. 5.
round
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round and fee all eur concerns in his fure keeping,
who delights in our profperity, and will futfer no-
thing to grieve us, but what he intends to employ
as mneans for our greater advantage; to look for-
ward and fee, that he has prepared ftill better
things for us than ever our eyes beheld, or our
hearts conceived,—how chearing are thefe views ?
Thofe who are thus ftayed upon the Lord Jefus,
as over-ruling and managing all their concerns, are
not terrified with every thaking leaf, ¢¢ their hearts
« are fixed, trufting in the Lord.”

(2.) AfHlictive difpenfations are likewife of his
{ending. And the confideration of his hand in
them, the good he defigns us by them, the aflu-
rance we have of being fupported under them, and
brought through them; according to the degree in
which thefe things are apprehended by faith, and
accompanied with a humbling fenfe of their own
demerits, his people {fubmit to his appointment with
patience and thankfulnefs, and fay, after the pattern
which he has left them, The cup which my Saviour
puts into my hand, fhall I not drink it ?

In brief, it is he who appointed the time and
place of our birth, and all the {ucceflive conne&ions.
of our lives. Qur civil and our religious liberties
are both owing to his favour; and in thefe he has
been peculiarly favourable to xs. ¢ He has not
¢ dealt fo with every nation.”

z2dly, The difpenfation of grace. It is he who
raifes up inftruments to preach his gofpel, appoints
them their places, furnifhes them with that mea-
furc of gifts and fufficiency which he fees requifite
and beft. And it is he only that makes their poor
labours fuccefsful. He {ends his word to fome,
and brings others to his word: and in both cafes
he fo makes ufe of ordinary means, that to a com-
mon eye he feems to do nothing, when in reality
he does a/l.  He brought St Paul to Corinth, and

VoLr.IV. - I maintained
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maintained him there a confiderable time againft
all the efforts of his enemies *. He over-ruled the
thoughtlefs rambling of Onefimust, and led him
by a way which he knew not, to the means by
which he had appointed to bring him to the know-
ledge of himfelf. And thefe inftances are recorded
for our inftrudtion, as fpecimens of what he does in
the fame kind every day.

3dly, The difpenfation of death. Our times are
in his hands. He claims it as his own prerogative §,
that he keeps the key of death and the invifible
ftate. None can remove us fooner, none can de-
tain us 2 moment longer than his call. In this
likewile he is little obferved. We charge death to
fevers, frights, and falls: but thefe are only the
meflengers which he fends. Sin has brought us all
under a fentence of death ; but the moment and
the manner of the execution befall us according to
his good pleafure. Till then, though his provi-
dence leads us through fire and water, though we
walk upon the brink of a thoufand apparent, and
a million of unfeen dangers, we are in reality in
perfect fafety. Having appointed St Paul to ftand
before Cxfar, theugh the tempeft greatly aflaulted,
and feemingly overpowered the thip he was in, St
Paul was as fafe on the ftormy fea, when all pro-
bable hope of being faved | was taken away, as
‘Ceefar himfelf upon his throne. But when his time
is come, in vain are all the affiftance of friends,
or the healing arts of medicines, to procure the
fmalleft refpite.

4thly, The difpenfation of judgement. ¢ The
¢ Father hath committed all judgement to the
“ Son **;” and has efpecially appointed a day
wherein he will judge the world in rightecufnefs by
the man Jefus Chrift 44, whom he hath ordained.

* Adks, xviii, 10. + Phil. 11, } Rev 1.18.
{| A&, xxvii, 34, ** Joho, v, a2, 3t A&, xvii 31.

Then
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Then his glory fhall be confefled by all. Every
eye fhall fee him, and they alfo that pierced him,
Awful will the day be to thofe who hate him,
when he fhall appear in flaming- fire, to convince
finners of all their ungodly deeds which they have
committed, and of all their hard fpeeches which
they have fpoken againft bim*. ‘They muft give
an account of all, Account, did I fay? they can
give none; but will be ftruck dumb before him,
and hear with horror their dreadful doom, ¢ D¢w
¢ part from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire,
¢ prepared tor the devil and his angels +.”

But it will be a joyful time to his own people.
The clouds of infirmity, afflition, and reproach.
under which they are now obfcured, fhall vanifh
away, and they fhall fhine forth like the fun in the
prefence of their Father. God, even their own
God, fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
They fhall be glorified, and their enemies athamed.
What joy will fill their hearts, when Jefus the
judge fhall own his relation to them before aflem-
bled worlds, and fhall fay, ¢ Come, ye blefled of
“ my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
¢ you from the foundation of the world.” Then
forrow and fighing (hall be heard no more; but
fongs of triumph and fhouts of everlafting joy
fhall take place, and {fo fhall they be ever with the

Lord. :

How are your hearts affeCted withthis fubje(t?
Do you not expet that I fhould clofe it with a
fuitable word of application ?

1. To thofe who are as yet in their fips. Will
you not tremble before this great Lord God? If
thefe things are not fo, if you can prove that we
have followed cunningly-devifed fables, go on fecure,

* Jude, 1s. 4 Matih, 137, 41.

j - But
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But have I not your confciences on my fide ! Do
.you not feel a fecret foreboding that thefe are the
truths of God? And dare you ftill perfit? Do
you not fee tbat you are already in his hands? In
‘a moment he could break you in pieces, yet he
fpares. He affords you one opportunity more.
To-day, while it is called to-day, hear his voice;
Jeft to-morrow fhould furprife you into -eternity,
and the weight of unpardoned fins fhould fink you
3nto the loweft hell. - As he has power to punifh,
{0 likewife he is mighty to fave, Believe his word -
and live. His obedience unto death is a plea with
~which you may approach the mercy-feat. He has
power to take away your heart of ftone, to fubdue
vyour enmity, to forgive your fins; and what he
does he does freely, without money, and without
price. You need not, you cannot mend yourfelves
.before you come to him. If you feck him, he will
be found of you; but if you obftinately reject him,
vou will perith under the moft aggravated guilt, as
finners againft the light and grace of the gofpel.
2. You that fee your need of a Saviour, lift up
-vour heads and rejoice. Is he not, thus qualified,
able to fave to the uttermoft? Why fhould you
keep back, when he bids you come unto him, that
vou may find reft? Could you -invent any invita-
tions more free, more full than thofe that are re-
corded in the gofpel ! Can you defire any ftronger
{fecurity than the blood of Jefus, and the oath of
him that liveth for ever? Do you wifh to know
how other great finners have fucceeded in their ap-
plication to him? Search the {criptures, and read
‘how he faved Mary Magdalen, the dying thief, the
cruel jailor, the perfecuting Saul, and many of
thofe who were altually concerned in nailing him
to the crofs. Be patient, continue waiting on him
in prayer, and you fhall find he has not inclined

you to feek his face'in vain.
SR 3. To
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3. To believers I hope this is a comfortable
theme. You {ee all your concerns are in fafe hands.
He to whom you have committed your {fouls, is
able to keep them. Jefus, who has all authority
and power in heaven and in earth, vouchfafes to
be your thepherd. What then can you want who
are at his providing ! What have you to fear who
are under his protetion? Why then do you fo
often diftruft, fo often complain? It is becaufc
your faith is weak. Are you tempted to think you
could place yourfelves to more advantage than he
has placed you, that you could do better without
the afflitions he is pleafed to fend you, that you
cannot fpare what he takes away, nor do well
without fomething which he with-holds? Rejelt
all fuch thoughts; they are highly difhonourable
to vour Saviour, and to your profeflion. Thofe
who know not God muf? reafon thus; but you have
a covenant-promife, that all things are working to-
gether for your good. ¢ This is not your reft, it
¢ is polluted.” But you will foon be at homc,
and then, when by a clearer light you look back
upon the way by which the Lord led you through
the wildernels, you will be athamed (if fhame is
compatible with the heavenly ftate) of your mif-
apprehenfiens while in this dark world, and will
confefs to his praife, that mercy and goodnefs fur-
rounded you in every ftep, and that the Lord did
all things well. 'What you will then {ee, it is now
your duty and your privilege to believe., If you
fincerely defire his guidance in all things, labour
to fubmit to it. The path which he has marked
out for you is difficult, but he has trod it before
you, and it leads to glory. The time is fhort. Yet
a little while, and you fhall receive the end of your
faith, even the falvation of your fouls.

Is SLR~



SERMON VIL

The Glory and Grace of God revealcd in
Jefus Chrift. .

MaTTH. xi. 27.

Al things are delivered unto me of my Father : and
no man knoweth the Son, but the Father : neither
knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and
he to whemfoever the Son will reveal him.

TH‘E love we bear to the Lord Jefus Chrift,

and the coufidence we place in him, will al.
ways be exaltly proportioned to the apprehenﬁons
we form of him. Therefore, ¢ to grow in grace,
¢ and in the knowledge of him *,” are fpoken of
as. infeparably conneted. On this. account the
{criptures are frequent and full in defcribing him
to us, that we may have a large acquaintance with
his all-fufficiency, and be delivered from our fins
and fears. An awakened confcience that fees the
need of a Saviour, well knows, that the perfon
who can defervedly lay claim to its truft, muft have
thefe three properties, power, authority, and in-
tention to fave. How thefe eminently belong to
Jefus we learn from his own words here. Power
belongeth to him, for he is a divine perfon, the
Creator, Pofleflor, and Upholder of all things.
Authority is his, for all things are delivered to
him. Thus far we have proceeded, and are now
to fpeak of his intention or office, the defign of
his appearance, and for which he is authorifed.

* 2 Det. i, 18,

This
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This is intimated in the clofe of my text. We are
therefore now to fpeak,

III. Or his office, {fummarily included in this
one thing, To reveal the knowledge of God. « Nei-
¢ ther knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son,
¢ and he to whomfoever the Son will reveal him.”

The knowledge of God here {poken of, intends
fomething more than merely to know that there is
a God. Some faint apprehenfions of this, all men
have by nature. This great truth is fo clearly ma-
nifefted in the works ot creation and providence,
that any man would be greatly oftended if he was
fuppofed to be ignorant of it. But as it is one
thing, to know that there is a king over the na-
tion, and quite another thing, fo knsw the king, {o
as to have liberty of accefs to him, and an intereft
in his favour; fo it is in the cafe before us. Qur
Lord did not come to tell us that there is a God,
(the devils know this, and tremble), but to reveal
to us fuch a knowledge of God as may ftand with
our comfort ; to-teach us how poor, guilty, hell-
deferving finners may draw near to God with hopes
in his mercy, and call him their father and their
friend. : |

Now, befides the revelation of this knowledge in
the Old Teftament, which may be properly afcribed.
to Chrift, inafmuch as he was the Lord, guide, and’
teacher of his church from the beginning, and in«:
ftru¢ted Mofes and the propherts in the things con-
cerning himfelf,— I fay, befides this, (which was-
made at {fundry times, and in divers manners, in a-
more dark and imperfet way), our Lord Jefus,.
through his incarnation, has vouchfafed us a two--
fold revelation of that knowledge of God in which:
{tandeth our eternal life.

1. In his Perfon.
2. By his Spirit..
L 4 L In
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I. In his Perfon. In this refpet he is faid to be,
*“ The brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and the *
“ exprefs image of his + fubftance.” That God is
great, and good, and wife, appears in part from his
works ; but it is but a fmall portion of thefe attri-
butes we can fpell out in this way; and there are
other perfeltions in God, of which we can gain no
certain knowledge, without a farther revelation.
But would we {ee a glorious difplay of the great God,
let ws turn our eyes to Jefus, and behold him by
taith in two principal views.

1. As hanging upon the crofs. Could we have
feen this awful tranfadtion, and been in a right
trame of mind, we fhould naturally have afked
fuch queftions as thefe, Who is he ! "What has he
done ¢/ Had we been told, This perfon, thus de-
ftitute and tormented, is the beloved Son of God,
‘'who knew no fin, neither was guile found in his
mouth ; we muft have farther atked, Why then was
he fcourged, wounded, and nailed to the. tree?
Why are thofe barbarous men permitted to mock
his fufferings ! Why does he not deliver him{elf,
and deftroy his enemies ? The proper anfwer to
thefe queftions includes a revelation of the divine
perfedtions. .

1/, Wifdom- We had deferved to perith, but
his mercy defigned to fave us with an everlafting
falvation. Yet this muft be in a way worthy of
himfelf. Sin muft be punifhed, and the honour
of his broken law vindicated. How could this be
done, and the righteoufnefs of God made to har-
monize with our peace ! A wifdom aftonifhing to
angels, is manifefted in devifing this wonderful
means. No facrifices | or offerings, no aéts of obe-
dience, or mediation, which creatures could fup-
ply, would have been of the leaft avail when the

.:; Heb.i. 3. § Tog "Twosecewg. $ Heb. 1. 4—1.
injured



Ser. 8. " revealed in Fefus Chrift. E Oy

injured majefty of God demanded a f{atisfaction..
Put the eternal Word, united to our nature, at«
forded a propitiation worthy of God, and fuitable
for us. Jefus, by his obedience unto death, has
made an end of fin *, and brought in an everlaft-
ing righteoufnefs, available for all thofe who flee to
him as the hope fet before them, for refuge fronv
approaching wrath.

2dly, Love. God fo Iawd the world.. If you alk,
How ? judge from this inftance, words cannot ex~
prefs it. He {o loved finners, enemies, rebels,
that for their fakes he abandoned and delivered up
his beloved Son. inte the hands of wicked men,
permitted him to be affanlted by the powers of
darknefs ; yea, it pleafed the Father himfelf to
bruife him, andto makf: his foul am offering for
fin. This is love without parallel, and beyond con-
ception. We can only admire, and fay, ¢ Behold
¢“ what manner of love the Father hath beftowed.
“ onus T.” When Jefus Chrift as crucified is
clearly apprehended by faith, then we have the moft
convincing, the moft aﬂ'ﬁ*&mg proof, that God is
fove.

3dly, Juftice. Wonder not that God’s own Son
is thus treated. He ftands in the place of finners;.
and therefore he is not,. he cannot be fpared. The
words his enemies ufe 1 to his reproach,. will, in-the
lips of his redcemed people, be an ewaﬁmn of his
higheft praife. Having undertaken to fave others,
and being determined. not to give up their caufe,
it 15 in that refpeét abfolutely impoflible for him to-
fave him{elf.

Again, this juftice, which was once as a flaming:
fword 1o forbid and exclude every hope of falva-
tion to fallen man, is now engaged. in our behalf..
Yor fince it has pleafed the Father to- charge fin up-

* Dan.is. 24,  t 1 ]Jobm, iii.x.  § Matth. xxvii, 43.
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on his ofn Son, his wrath will turn away from all
who believe. The immenfe debt is already paid,
and juftice will not exadt it twice. From. hence-
forth God is not only gracious and merciful, but *
juft and faithful in the forgivencls of fin, and de-
clares his own righteonfnefs in jultifying the belic«
ver in ]r..fus

2. The knowledge of God is made known in the
perfon of Chrift, if we contemplate- him as reign.
ing in glry. Heis no longer a man of forrows,
opprefled and defpifed. He is now wupon the
throne. In him the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells,
und from him, as light from the fun, the unfearch-
able riches of his goodnefs are communicated to
indigent, unworthy finness. All the divine per-
fections fhine glorioufly in him, as the God-man,
the Mediator, who is exalted above all conception
and pralfe, and doth according to his will in the
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
carth,

tff, Grace. The great God is pleafed to mani.
feft himfelf in Chrift, as the God of grace. This
grace is manifold, pardoning, converting, refto-
ring, perfevering grace, beftowed upon the mife-
rable and worthlefs., Grace finds the finner ina
hopelefs, helplefs {tate, fitting in darknefs, and in
the thadow of death. Grace pardons the guilr,
clcanfes the pollution, and fubdues the power of
fin. Grace {uftains the bruifed reed, binds up the
broken heart, and cherithes the fmoking flax into
4 flame. Grace reftores the foul when wandering,
revives it when fainting, heals it when woundcd,
upholds it when ready to fall, teaches it to ﬁght,
gocs before it in the battle, and at laft. makes it
‘more than conqueror over all oppofition, and then
beftows a crown of everlafting lite.  But all this

* 1 John, i. 9 1 Rom. iij, 26,
grace
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grace is eftablifhed and difplayed by covenant in the:
Man Chrift Jefus, and without refpet to him as:
living, dying, rifing, reigning, and interccding in
the behalf. of finners, would never have. béen
known,
2dly, Power.. 'The whole creation proclaims-
that power belongs unto God. Dut in nothing
will his- power be more illuftrioufly difplayed than:
in the wonders of redeeming love ! What powerr
is neceflary to raife thofe who are f{piritually dead:
in-fin, to{often the heart of {tone, to-bring light
out of darknefs, and order out of confufion ?
Where-ever his gofpel is faithfully preached, it
15 always confirmed by this accompanying power..
How quickly,. how eafily, did he change Sau!l from-
a perfecutor to an apoftle 2° Again; how is his.
power illufirated by the care he takes of all who:
believe in. his name, affording to every one of
them feafonable, fuitable, and fufficient fupplics in
every time of need ! So that his-weak, helplefs,
and oppofed people, are fupported, ftrengthened,.
and enabled, to hold on, and to hold out, a-
gainft all the united efforts of. the world, fin, and
vatan.. .
3dly, Bounty. How glorious-is Jefus in his king--
dom! Exalted beyond all conception and praife .
wearing upon his vefture, and upon his thigh, the:
name that 1s above every name;. and having all
thrones, principalities, and powers; obedient to his
will, and adoring at his feet.. But all his riches and-
honours-({fo far as their capacities-can receive) he
condcfeends to thare with  his people.. He owns
their worthlels names, he permits- them to - claim
the moft tender relation to him, and to call him:
their brother, their friend, and'their hufband..
Yea, he fays-concerning them, “T'o him that overa
“ cometh will I grant to fit with me 1n my thronz,
“-even .as 1.allo overcame, and am fet down with:
6. ¢ my.
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¢ my Father in his throne *.” To him therefore
we muft look for the moft aftonifhing and affe¢ting
difplay of the divine bounty.

. Thus the knowledge of God is revealed in the
perfon of Chrift by the word. But great and im-
portant as thefe truths are, we cannot receive and
underfiand them merely by reading. The Lord Je-
fus thercfore has favoured his church with a farther
revelation. 'That is,

1L By his Spirit.  'T'his was one principal fruit
of his afcenfion and interceflion 4. With the pro-
mife of this Spirit he cheared his difciples when
forrowing under the apprehenfion of his departure.
It is expedient for you that I go away.: for if I
‘“ 90 not away, the Comforter will not come to
“ you; but if I depart, I will fend him unto
“ you .” 'The offices of the Holy Spirit are va-
rious as our wants; he teaches, comforts, fanctifies,
and feals the children of God; but he effeéls all
thefe benefits by revealing the knowledge of God,
as manifefted in Chrift,~reconciling the world unto
himfelf.

1. In convincing finners of their loft eftate,
which is abfolutely neceflfary to their deliverance.
None will prize the Saviour but thofe who feel
their need of him. Two things are neceflary to
convince man of his loft condition by nature and
pradtice as a finner, The fpirituality of the law,
-and the fufferings of Chrift : the one fhews the uni-
verfality of fin, the other its demerit. But thefe
can only be truly difcerned by the light of the
Spirit of Chrift. While St Paul (who was never
abfolutely without the law) was ignorant of the
law’s fpirituality, ¢ I was (fays he) alive |7 -1
had fo little knowledge, both of the law and of
mylelf, that I trofted to it for righteoufnefs, and

* Rev. i, 271. + Adts, L. 33, } John, xvi. 7.
} Rom. vii, ¢
vainly



Ser. 3. revealed in Fefus Chrift. 1§¢

vainly thought that T yielded it obedience, and
grounded my hopes of falvation thereon. ¢ But
““ when the commandment came,” when the Spi-
rit explained and enforced it in its full extent, as
reaching to the very thoughts of the.heart, and
requiring an obedience abfolutely perfe@, ¢ then
¢ {in revived, and I died.” All my hopes vanifh-
ed, I faw every principle, affeétion, and action,
polluted, and the corruptions which I fuppofed
were tamed, broke forth with redoubled vigour.
Again, though fin is declared to be difpleafing to
God, and deftructive to man, by all the evils and
miferies with which the world is filled, and all the
punifhments which the righteous Judge of all the
earth has infli¢ted on the account of it; yet the
juft demerit of fin is not to be learnt by the deftruc-
tion of Sodom, or of the old world, but only from
the fufferings of Chrift, who has bore the curfe
for finners. Nor is it fufficient to know hiftoris
cally that he did fuffer, and how he fuffered.
Where thefe things are not known by the light of
the Spirit, they are no more regarded than a
worn-out tale. But where the Spirit of Chrift re-
veals by the word, the nature, caule, and end of
his fufterings, then fin appears exceedingly finful,
Nothing lefs than this can make the foul abhox
it.

2. The Spirit produces faith ‘in Jefus, as having
once {uffered, and now mighty to fave. His blood,
his righteoufnefs, his interceflion, compaflion, and
power, are prefented to the foul in a light which
bears down the objetions of guilt, unbelief, and
datan. T'hen the wounds made by fin are healed.
Lhen old things pals away, all things become new,
all difficulties are folved, and God is revealed ex~
pmmenmlly to the foul as holy, rightcous, and
true, in juitifying the believer in Jelus.

3+ Thofe whom the Spirit thus comforts, he al-
fo.
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fo feals ¥, He imprefies the image of Chrift upon
them. Such is the power of the views he gives
them of his glory, that they are transformed into
the refemblance of their Lord +.. Though the firft
traces of this delineation are faint and indiftint
in the fight of men, yet they are perfelt in kind..
The Spirit imprefles feature for feature, and grace
for grace 13 and the chief thing he defigns and
effelts by all his fubfequent difpenfations while the:
foul remains in the body, is-to heighten and finifh.
the heavenly fignature.. Together with this, and
in the fame degree, he feals and ratifies to their:
confciences an intereft in all the promifes of the
goipcl; and by infufing into their hearts the tem-
per of children, he gives them confidence at the
throne of grace, enables them to cry, Abba Fa.
ther, and bears witnefs with their fpirits that they
are bora of God., Thus God is revealed not only
to them, but in them; and.they are made conforms

able to him in whom they believe, in all I‘lbhtﬁ()u{. -

nefs, goodnefs,, and truth.

LET me once more addrefs,.

1. Poor mourning fouls, Are you fecking to
Jefus? you have good reafon; you fee he is a
mlghty Savigur. He is furnithed with full autho--
rity, and came exprefsly on purpofe to fave fuch
as you. He aflures you, that none fhall fincerely
feek him in vain. DBelicve his word, and difmifs
your fears.. He has begun his good wm*k; by re-
vealing to you your mifery, danger, and helplefi~
nefs, by leading your.thoughts-to himfelf.. He will
not ftop here; he will in due time accomplifh his
whole commiflion, by revealing to you that know-
ledge of God in whith {tandcth your prefent. peacc

and eternal life,.
f‘ Ephef. i. 13. t 3LC0:. s 18, $.John, i. 16.
2.. Carelefs:
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2. Carelefs finners. How greatly will your guile
be aggravated if you receive this grace of God, the
gofpel of falvation, in vain ? . Do not your hearts.
tremble when you think of meeting the Lord Jefus
. in glory ¢ Have yeu an anfwer ready, when he
fhall afk you why you refuied his inftruétion, and
cait his words behind you? The light of truth
has vifited you, how long will you refift it ? How
long will Satan blind your eyes? To thole who
accept not his revelation of grace, he will be ere
long revealed in flaming fire. O humble yourfelves
betorc him, while the hope of mercy is yet atford-
ed ; and pray for the Spirit we have been fpeaking
of, that you may be recovered out of the {nare of
the devil, and made partakers of the knowledge
and image of God.

3. Believers. 'This fubje& is the food of your
fouls. You remember when you had dark, bhard,
-and uncomfortable thoughts of God; but you have
feen his glory in the perion of Chrift, you have re-
ceived not the fpirit of the world, but the Spirit of
God *, that you may know the things that are
freely given you of God. You were once dark-
wefs, but now you are light in the Lord 4. Walk
then as children of the light; remember your call-
Ing, your privileges, your obligations, your en=
gagements. Let thefe all animate you to prefs for-:
ward, to endure the crofs, to defpife the fhame.
Let it not grieve you to fuffer with Chrift here,
for hereafter you fhall reign with him. 'The hour
is {wiftly approaching, when you fhall be out of
the reach of changes and forrow for ever. Then
“ thy fun fhail no more go down; ncither fhall
“ thy moon withdraw itclf: for the Lord ihall
“ be thine everlaiting light, and the days. of thy
¢ mourning thall be ended 1.” |

* 1 Cor ii, 12. T Epheliv.8  § Ifilx. a0,

SER-«
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SERMON  IX

Labouring and heavy-laden Sinners defcribed.

MaTTH. X1. 28.

Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are lymv;
laden, and I will give you reff.

WE read that, when David was withdrawn into

the wildernefs from the rage of Saul, every
one that was in diftrefs, or in debt, or difcontent-
ed, gathered them{elves unto him, and he became
their captain *. This was a {mall honour in the
judgement of Saul and his court, to be the head of
a company of fugitives. Thofe who judge by out-
ward appearances, and are governed by the maxims
of worldly wifdom, cannot have muelx more ho-
nourable thoughts of the prefent ftate of Chrift’s:
myitical kingdom and fubjets upon earth. The
cafe of David was loeked upon as defperate by thofe
who, like Nabal {, lived at their eafe. They did
not know, er would not believe, the promife of
God, that he thould be king over Ifrael; and there-
fore they preferred the favour of Saul, whom God
had rejefted. In like manner, though our Lord
Jefus Chrift was a divine perfon, invefted with all
authority, grace, and blefling, and declared. the
purpofe of God concerning himfelf, and all who
fhould obey his voice, that he would be their king,
and they fhould be his happy people; yet the moft
that heard him {aw-no excellence in him, or need
of him; their portion and hearts- were in this

¥ I Sam. xxii, 2. + 1 Sam. 13V, 10,
world,



Ser. 9. Heavy-laden Sinners deferibed. 189

world, therefore they rejeéted him, and treated
him as a blafphemer and a madman. A few, how-
ever, there were who felt their mifery, and defi-
red to venture upon his word. To thefe he gave
the freeft invitation. Thofe who accepted it, found
his promife made good, and rejoiced in his light.
Thus it is {till; he is no longer upon earth to call
us; but he has left thefe gracious words for an en-
couragement to all who need a Saviour.” The
sreateft part of mankind, even in Chriftian coun-
tries, are too happy or too bufy to regard him.
They think they deferve fome commendation, if
they do not openly mock his meflengers, difdain
his meflage, and offer abufe to all who would prefs
them to-day, while it is called to-day, to hear his
voice, [Even this treatment his fervants muft ex-
pet from many. But there are a few, like Da-
vid’s men, diitrefled in confcience, deeply in debt
to the Jaw of God, and difcontented with the
bondage of fin, who fee and believe that He, and
He only, is able to fave them. To thefe labouring
and heavy-laden fouls, he ftill fays, ¢ Come unto
“ me, and I will give you reft.” May his gracious
‘Opirit put life and power into his own words, and
into what he thall enable me to fpeak from them,
that they may at this time reccive a blefling and
peace from his hands,

The text readily points out three inquiries.

1. Who are the perfons here invited ?

2. What is it to come to Chrift ?

3. What is implied in the promifed reft ?

I. TuE perfons are thofe who labour (the Greek
exprefles toil with wearinefs *) and are heavy la-
den. This muft, however, be limited to fpiritual

* Compare Luke, v. 5. John, iv. 6. where the original word is
the fame,

CONCErNS,
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concerns, -otherwife it will take in all mankind, e-
ven the moft hardened and obftinate oppofers of
Chrift and the gofpel. For let your confciences
{peak, you that account the yoke of Chrift a heavy
burden, and judge his people to be miferable and
melancholy, are not you wearied and burdened in
your own way? Surcly you are often tired of
your drudgery. Though you are fo wedded and
fold to your hard mafter, that you cannot break
loofe 5 though you are fo mad. as to be fond of
your chains; yet you know, and 1 know, (tor I
remember the gall and wormwood of that ftate),
that you do not find all that pleafure in your wick-
edocfs which you pretend to So much as you at-
folt to defpife hypocrify, you are great hypocrites
yourfelves. You often laugh when you are not
plealed, you roar out your boifterous mirth fome-
times, when you are almoft ready to roar with
anguifh and difquiet of fpirit. You court the
friendfhip of thofe whom in your hearts you de-
fpife ; and though you would be theught to pay
no regard at all to the word of God, there are {ea-
fons when (like him you ferve) you belicve and
trermble.  And, farther, what vifible burdens do |
you. bring upon yourfelves ¢ ¢ The way of tranl- |
¢ greffors is hard *.” Your follies multiply your
troubles every day. Confufion and uneafinefs in
your families, wafle of fubftance, lofs of health
and reputation, difcord, firifz, forrow, and fhame;
thefe are the bitter fruits of your evil ways, which
prey on your prefent hours, and-make your fu-
ture profpects darker every day. Surcly you are
weary and heavy laden beyond expreflion..

But this is not the cafe with others. You avoid
grofs vices, you have perhaps.a form of godlinefs.
'The worft, you think, that can be i:aid of you is,

* Prov. xiti. 18,
that
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-~ that you employ all your thoughts, and every means

~ that will not bring you under the lafh of the law,

~to heap up money, to join houfe to houfe, and
field to field ; or you {pend your days in a thought-
Jefs indolence, walk in the way of your own hearts,
and look no farther: and here you will fay you
find pleafure, and infift on it, that you are neither
weary nor heavy laden. 1 might enlarge on your
many difappointments, the vain fears which are
infeparable from thofe who live without God in the
world, and the trouble you find from diforderly,
reftlefs, and unfatsfied paflions. But, to wave
thefe things, I fay briefly, that if you are not labour-
ing and heavy laden, then it is plain, that you are
not the perfons whom Chrift here invites to partake
of hig reft. And though you can refi without him
now, think, O think, what reft you will ind with-

~out him hereafter / If you now fay, Depart, he

~will then fay, Depart. And who will {mile upon
you when he frowns? To whom will you then
flee for help? or where will you leave your glory?
O that it would plea’e him to touch your hearts,
that, as weary and heavy-laden finners, you might
fall humbly at his feet, before his wrath burn like
fire, and there be none to quench it !

But to proceed: Let us,

1. Explain the terms, what it is to /ebour and be
heavy laden.

2. Shew who are the perfons that anfwer this dé-
fcription,

Firft, The perfons are faid to be,

1. Labouring, toiling, weary. This is not hard
to be underftood. Wearinefs proceeds either from
labour or from weaknefs ; and when thefe are uni-
ted, when a perfon has much to do, or to bear,
and ‘but little ftrength, he will foon be weary, The
cafe of fome, however, is, that when they are ti-
red, they can lay down their burden, or leave off

theis
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their work. But thefe are not only labouring, faint.
ing, weary, but,

2. Heavy-laden likewife. As if a man had a
burden which he was unable to bear a fingle mi.
nute, fo faftened upon him, that he could not by
any means be freed from it; but it muft always
prefs -him down, night and day, abroad or at
home, fleeping (if fleep in fuch a circumftance
was poflible) and waking. How would the poor
creature be wearied ! How could you comfort
or give him eafe, unlefs you could rid him of his
burden?! How defireable would the profpeét of
liberty be to fuch a one! and how great his ob.-
ligations and acknowledgements to his deliverer !

Secondly, This reprefentation is an emblem of
the diftrefles and burdens of thofe who {eek to Jefus,
that they may have reft for their fouls; nor can any
truly feek him till they feel themfelves in fuch a
ftate. They may be generally comprifed under
three clafles.

1. Awakened finners. None but thofe whohave
felt it can conceive how finners labour, toil, and
faint, under their firft convitions. They are bur-
dened, '

1/, With the guilt of fin. This is a heavy load.
When Jefus bore it, it made him fweat great drops
of blood. It is true, he bore the weight of all his
people’s fins 3 but the weight of one fin is fufficient |
to prefs us down, if God permits it to lie heavy
upon us. I fuppofe the beft of us can remember
fome action or incident or other in our paft lives
which we would with to forget if we could. Now,
how would you be diftreflcd to have a perfon
founding in your ears, from morning till night,
and. every day of your lives, that worft thing that
ever you did !¢ Would it not weary you? This
1s a faint image of the convinced finner’s ftate.

'When confcience is truly awakened, it aéts this of-
ficious

=
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ficious and troublefome part; but its remonftrances
are not confined to one fin, it renews the rememe-
brance and the aggravations of multitudes. Nor
is this the voice of a man, but indeed .of God,
who fpeaks in and by the confcience. The poor
finner hears and trembles: then the complaint of

Job is underftood : *¢ Thou writeft_bitter things a-
¢ oainft me, and makeft me to poflefs the iniqui-

¢ ties of my youth*.” Do you wonder that fuch
a one can no longer take pleafure.in worldly
things ? It is impofiible, unlefs you-could filence
this importunate voice, that they can bear them-
felves at all. Nay, often 1t is {fo firong and ur-
gent, gives them fuch a lively fenfe of what fin is,
and what it deferves from a righteous God, that
they are almoft afraid or athamed to fee any per-
fon that knows them. They are ready to think,
that people can read in their faces what pafles in
their hearts, and almoft expect that the ground
fhould open under their feet. O how wearifome is
it to be continually bowed down with fuch a bur-
den as this |

2dly, With the power of fin. Perhaps they were
once in fome meafure at eafe in this refpet: they
{aw others whom they fuppofed to be worfe; and
therefore trufted in themfelves that they were righ-
teous, But convitions-roufe and inflame our fin-
ful natures. St Paul exemplifies this by his own
cafe before converfion: 1 was without the law
 once; but when the commandment came, fin
“ revived, and 1 died+.” He never was ftrifly
without the law; for he expeéted falvation by o-
beying it; but he was without the knowledge of its
pirituality, demands, and fan&ion: and while he
remained thus, he was alive, that is, his hope re-

* Job, xiii. 26. + Rom, vi1 9.

mained
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mained good, and he was fatisfied with his ohe.
dience. But when the commandment came, whep
its extent, purity, and penalty, were brought home
to his confcience, fin revived, and he died. He
~ found all his pretenfions to liberty, obedience, and
comfort, were experimentally confuted by what he
felt -n himfeif. The more an awakened finner
ftrives againft his corruptions, they more they feem
to increafe. 'This wearies him; for, befides the
greatnefs of the toil itfelf, te finds himfelf weak,
weak as wiater, weaker and wesker. And he i
not only weary, but heavy laden; for this like.
wife is a burden which he cannot {hake oif. He
fees that he cannot fucceed ; yet he dares not de-
fiit.

2. Thofe who are feeking falvation by the works
of the law, are labouring and heavy laden, enga.
ged in what is beyond their firength, and baffles all
their endeavours. This may appear from what has
been already faid. It-is a hard tatk to keep the
whole law ; and nothing lefs will either pleafe God,
if made the ground of juftification, or fatisfy the
confcience that has any true light. Thofe declara.
tions of the word, that “*curfed is the man who
‘“ continueth not in. all things written in the book of
‘¢ the law to do them *,” and, ““ whofo keepeth the
¢ whole law, and yet oftendeth in one point, he
“ is guilty of all },” keep them in continual anxi-
ety and fervitude. The weaknefs of their fleth
makes it impoflible for the law to givea ground of
hope ; yet they cannot lay down their burden, but
are compelled to renew the fruidefs tatk. I fpeak
not of mere formalifts, who go through a round of
external fervices, without meaning or defign; but
all who are in a meafure fincere, find themfelves

fill followed with a reftlefs inquiry, ¢ What lack 1

* Gal.iii, 10, o $ James, ii. 10.
€4 ye:
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« yet ¥ ?” Endlefs are the fhifts and contrivances
they arc put to; but all in vain: for, what makes

it worfe, they always add to this burden many ine
. ventions of their own, as though the demands of
- the law were too few.

3. Thofe who are under temptation. It is a hard

- and wearifome fervice to be in clofe confli® with
" the powers of darknefs, The leading branches of
~ this exercife are,

1/}, When the foul is affaulted, and as it were

+ filled with infuffcrable blafphemies. When Satan
- js permitted to thoot thefe fiery darts, none can ex-
. prefs (not even thofe who have felt them) the a-
" mazement and confufion that fills the mind. For
. a perfon who has received a reverence for the name
- and attributes of God, to be haunted from morn-
. ing to night, from day to day, with horrid impre-
. cations, fo ftrongly imprefled, that he often ftarts
. and trembles with an apprchenfion, that he has

. certainly confented, and fpoken them aloud with
 his lips ; this is irkfome and terrifying beyond de-
. fcription.

2dly, When the foundations of faith and expe-

‘rience are attacked. Many who have thought
. themfelves grounded in the truth, who have hoped
- that they had furely tafted that the Lord is gra-
cious, and have in their firft comforts been ready

to fay, I fhall never be moved +, thou, Lord,

% of thy goodnefs haft made my mountain fo

- ftrong,” have found themfelves afterwards at

their wits end, when the enemy has been permirted
to come in upon them like a flood ;. One black

cloud of temptation has blotted out all their com-

fortable evidences ; and they have been left to que-

ftion, not only the juitnefs of their own hopes, but

* Matth. xix. z0. 1 PL xxx. 6. $ If. lix. 10,

CYCA
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even the firft and moft important principles on
which their hopes were built.

3dly, When the hidden corruptions and abomi.
nations of the heart are ftirred up. And perhaps
there is no other way but this of coming to the
knowledge of what our depraved natures are ca-
pable. Such things a feafon of temptation has dif-
covered to fome, which 1 believe no racks nor tor-
tures could conftrain them to difclofe, though but
to their dearelt friend. This fubje&, therefore,
will not bear a particular illuftration. The Lord’s
people are not all acquainted with thefe depths of
Satan. As people who live on fthore have a varie-
ty of trials, dangers, and deliverances, yet know
but little of the peculiar exercifes of thofe who go
down to the fea in fhips; fo, in the prefent cale,
there are great waters®, depths of temptation,
known comparatively to few, Thofe who are
brought through them, have more to fay of the
wonders of God in the great deep than others;
and this is his defign in permitting it, that they
may know more of him, and more of themfelves,
But while they are under thefe trials, they are
weary and heavy laden ; and this burden they muft
bear till the Lord removes it. The help of men,
books, and ordinances, is fought and tendered in
vain, till his appointed hour of deliverance draws
near. ‘

‘Thefe, therefore, convinced, firiving, and tempt-
ed fouls, are the perfons to whom Jefus fays,
¢¢ Come to me, and I will give you reft.” The
purport of this gracious invitation we are to confi
der hereafter. In the mean time rejoice in this,
Jefus has forefeen your cafes, and provided accor-
dingly. He fays, Come; thatis, believe, as he him-
felf expounds it: ¢ He that cometh unto me, fhall

* Pf. cvii. 24
¢ never
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¢« never hunger; and he that believeth on me fhall
« pever thirft %.” See how his promifes fuit the
ﬁate you are In. ;

. Are you heavy laden with guilt # The gofpel~
meﬁ'd e is, “The blood of Jefus Chrift ‘his Son
“ cleanfeth us from all fin +.”

2. Are you groaning under the power of ine
dwelling fin !  Hear his gracious words: ¢ I am
¢¢ the refurreétion and the life : he that believeth
¢ in me, though he were dead, yet fhall he live$.”
And to the fame purpofe his prophet: ¢ He giveth
“ power to the faint; and to them that have no
“ might he increafeth firength |.”

3. Ave you firiving in the fire to keep the law?
¢« Wherefore will you fpend your money for that
‘ which is not bread, and your labour for that
¢ which fatisfieth not?” Forego the vain attempt.
Is it not written, ¢ Chrift is the end of the law for
¢ righteouinefs to every one that believeth #* 2”

4. Are you in temptation? He that fays,
““ Come unto me,” has been tempted himfelf ++,
and knows how to pity you. He has power over
vour enemy, and can deliver you with a word 1.
Did he not thus difpoflefs Satan in the days of his
humiliation ? and if then, furely he 1s nc lefs able
now 3 for fince that time he has glorioufly triumph-
ed over the powers of darknels . And as his
arm is not fhortened, neither is his ear heavy; he
has faid, without exception, * Whofoever cometh
“ unto me, I will in no wife caft out —3;” and
thoulands who have been in your diftrefs, have
fucceflively found that promife fulfilled : *¢ The
““ God of peace fhall bruile Satan under your feet
“ fhortly «+.”

* John, vi. 3s. 1 1 Joho, 1. 1. } John, 1. 25.
i . xL 20, ** Rom. 1. 4. $1 Heb. 1. 18.
i1 Maik, i, 27. Il Col. ii. 15. ~~ John, vi, 37.

- Rl]n]* I"i- 2.0.; Zfﬂhn iiil z-
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S ERMON X
Of Coming to Chrift.

MATTH. x1. 28.

Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy la-
deny and I will give you reft,

T HE difpenfation of the gofpel may be compared

to the cities of refuge in Ifrael. It was a privi-
lege, an honour to the nation in general, that they
had fuch fanétuaries of divine appointment ; but the
real value of them was known to few. Thofe only
who found themfelves in that cafe for which they
were provided, could rightly prize them. In like
manner, the gofpel of Chrift is the higheft privi-
lege and honour of which a profefling nation can
boaft; but it can be truly efteemed and underftood
by none but weary and heavy-laden fouls, who
have felt their mifery by nature, are tired of the
drudgery of fin, and have feen the curfe of the
broken law purfuing them, like the avenger of
blood of old. This is the only confideration that
keeps them from defpair, that God has provided a
remedy by the gofpel; and” Jefus has faid, *“Come
. ¢ unto me, and I will give you reft.” If they
could receive the full comfort of thefe words, and
heartily obey the call, their complaints would be
at an end 3 but remaining ignorance, unbelief, and
Satan, combine in various ways to keep them back.
Some will fay, ¢ O that I could come! but, alas!
¢ J cannot.” Others, I fear I do not come a-
¢¢ right.” Having, therefore, endeavoured to

fhew you the perfons chiefly intended here, under
o the
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the character of thofe who labour and are heavy
* laden, I proceed to confider,

II. Waar it 1s to come to Chrit? I have ob-

i ferved in general, that it appears to have the fame
i fignification with believing in him. DBut that we

i may underftand it the more clearly, let us inquire,
{ 1. How thofe to whom he perfonally fpoke thefe
. words, in all probability, underftood them ?
i 2. How far their apprehenfions of them are ap-
: plicable and fuitable to our circumftances ?

g 3. Whether, as we have the fame neceflity, we
i have not likewife equal encouragement to come to
4 him with thofe who were converfant with him up-
on earth.

1. It does not appear that thofe to whom our
! Lord fpoke in perfon were fo much perplexed as
{many are now, to know what coming or believing
i {fhould mean 3 he feems to have been underflood *
both by friends and enemies. DMany queftioned
his authority and right to exa&t a dependence on
thimfclf 3 but they feemed to be at no difficulty a-
bout hIS mecaning. It certamnly implied more than
ta mere bodily coming into his prefence. Ile was
{urrounded, and cven followed, by multltudea,
{who never came to bim in the fenfe of his invi-
itauon. To fuch, while ftanding abeut him, he
;complained, ¢ Ye will not come unto me, that ye
“ may have Life 1.7 "Therefore, if we confult what
zis written of thofe who came to Jefus for relief, and
jt‘)bt"mrf:d it, we may conclude, that coming to him
ilmphes,
12, A perfuafion of his power, and of their

own need of his kelp. They knew that they want-
d relief, and conceived of him as an extraordi-
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nary perfon impowered and able to fuccour them.
This perfuafion of Chrift’s fufliciency and willing.
nefs was then, as it is now, afforded in different de.
grees. Lhe centurion fpoke with full aflurance:
¢« Speak the word only, and my fervant fhall be
¢ healed *.” The leper more dubioudly : ¢ Lord,
“ if thou wilt, thou canft make me clean $,”
Another, in ftill fainter language: ¢ If thou canft
““ do any thing, have compaffion, and help us i
The faith of this Iaft was, as the man himfelf ac.
knowledged, mixed with much unbelief and fear;
yet Jefus did not defpife the day of fmall things:
he pardoned his fuipicions, -confirmed his flutua.
ting mind, granted. him his requeft ; and his cafe
is recorded as an inflance how graciouily he accepts
and cherifhes the feebleft effcéls of true faith: ¢“ He
‘¢ will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the
¢ {fmoking flax.”

2dly, An altual application. This evidenced
their faith to be right. They did not fit content
with having heard of him, but improved it: they
went to him, told him their cafes, and implored
his compaffion. Their faith prevailed againft all
difcouragements. In vain the multitude charged
them to hold their peace {, knowing that he only
was able to relieve them, they cried fo much the
more a great deal, Even when he {eemed to dif
cover a great referve**, they ftill waited, and krev
not how to depart without an anfwer. Nor could
a {enfe of unworthinefs, fear, or fhame, keep then
back 1, when once they had a firong perf{uafion cf
his power to {ave.

3dly, When he was fought to as a {oul-phyfician,
as was the cafe with many whofe bodily difeafes b

* Matth, vii, 8. $ Matth. vii. 2, $ Maik, ix. 23
I Maik, x. 48. ¥¥ Matth, xv. 2. H Maik, v, 37

healed,
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healed, and with others who were not fick, thofe
who came to him, continued with him, and became
his followers. They depended on him for {alva-
tion, received him as their Lord and Mafter, pro-
feffed an obedience to his precepts, accepted a fhare
in his reproach, and renounced every thing that
was inconfiltent with his will *.  Some had a more
exprefs and open call to this, as Matthew, who
was fitting at the receipt of cuftom, regardlefs of
Tefus, till he pafled by hin, and faid, ¢ Fol-
“ low me+.” That word, accompanizd with the
power of his love, won his heart, and diverted
him from worldly purfuits in an inftant. Others
were more {ecretly drawn by his Spirit and provia
dence, as Nathaniel, and the weeping penitent §
who filently wafhed his feet with her tears; and
this was the defign and effect of many ot their bo-
dily and family afflictions. The man who was
brought to be healed of the pally ||, received the
forgivenefs of his fins; and the roler, who firf
came to Jefus with no other view than to obtain the
life of his fon**, obtained much more than he
afked or expelted. The Lord afforded fuch an af-
feCting fenfe of his power and geodnefs upon that
occafion, that he from thenceforth believed, with
all his houle.

2. Thele things are applicable to us.  Jefus is no
longer vifible upon earth; but he has promifed his
fpiritual prefence to abide with his word, ordinan-
ces, and people, to the end of time. Weary and
heavy-laden fouls have now no need to take a long
journey to {eek him; for he is always near them,
and in a fpiritual manner, where his gofpel is
preached. Poor and inconfiderable as we are in
the judgement of the world, I truft we have a right

* Luke, ix, 23. 6o. + Natth. ix.-9.
1 john, 1. 46.; Luke, vii. 38. B Bak, 1 s,
** John, iv. 53.
K 3 to
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to claim his promife *, and to believe that he is e.
ven now in the midit of us. Therefore come unto
himj thatis,

1/#, Raife your hearts, and breathe forth your
complaints to him. Do you {ce your need of him ?
Be perfuaded, and pray to him to affure you more
firongly of his power and goodnefs. He is juft
fuch a Saviour as your circumftances require, as
you yourfelf could wifh for, and ke is able to con-
vince you in a moment that he is fo. If he i
pleafed to caufe a ray of his glory to break in uvpou
your mind, your fears, and doubts, and griefs,
would Inftantly give place.

2dly, Perfevere in this application to him. Seta
high value upon thefe his public ordinances, and
be conftant in attending them. His eye is fixed ups
on us 3 his arm is revealed amongft us. 1 truft it
3s a time of his grace, and that every day we meet,
he does fomething for one or another ia the aflem-
bly. He has a fixed time for every one whom he
relieves. He knew how long the poor man had
waited at the pool fidet; and when his hour
came, he fpake and relieved him. So do you en-
deavour to be found in his way ; and not here on-
ly, but in whatever he has made your duty. Read
his word ; be frequent in fecret prayer. You will
find many things arifing from within and without
to difcourage and weary you in this courfe; but
perfift in it, and in good time you f{hall find reft
for your fouls, Thefe are the means which the
Lord has appointed you. Converfe likewife at pro-
per opportunities with his people ; perhaps he may
unexpedtedly join you, as he did the two difciples
when walking to Emmaus §, and caufe your hearts
to burn within you. Farther,

* Matth, xvii. 20, - 1 Jobao, v. 6. } Luke, axiv. 31,

34l
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3dly, You are to follow him, to take up his
crofs, to make a profeflion of his name and gofpel,
to bear contentedly a {fhare in the reproach and
{fcorn which is the ufual lot of thofe who will live
godly in Chrift Jefus, in the midft of an unbelieving
and perverfe generation. You are not only to truft
in him as a prieft 1o atone for your fins, but to re-
ceive and obey him as your teacher and your Lord.
If you are truly weary and heavy laden, you will
be glad to do this, and are crying to him to enable
you: and you are likewile willing to torfake every
thing that is inconfiftent with his will and fervice.
If you are defirous to come to Chrifty it is not
srievous to you to think of parting with your finful
pleafures and vain companions. Rather thefe are
a part of the burden from which you long to be
freed.

Come in this way, and you fhall find reft for
your fouls, Are any of you thinking,~—O that I
could ! —Surely if I had feen him and heard him,
I fhould have ventured. DBut now unbelief and
fear keeps me back. I obferve, therefore,

3. That as we have no lefs need of Jefus than
thofe of old who {aw and converfed with him; fo
we have at leaft equal encouragement to come un-
to him. This I think will appear, if we confider
that, : |

On the one hand, the bodily prefence of Chrift,
confidered in itfclf, had no peculiar or extraordi-
nary influence upon thofe who faw him, but all
was wrought by the power of his Spirit; the {ame
Spirit which is promifed to abide withr his church
for ever.

1 /4, Multitudes who faw and heard him were un-
moved and unconvinced by all the wonders of his
love, Though he fpoke as never man fpoke, and
went about doing good, he was {lighted, oppoled,
and hated even to the death. And thofe who

K 4 know
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know the heart of man, and believe that the carnal
mind is enmity againft God, will allow it highly
probable, that upon a fuppofition he thould appear
again in the fame circumftances of humiliation,
and to ufe the fame authoritative freedom in vindi-
cating the commands of God from the vain fig-
ments, traditions, and cuftoms of men, he would
meet with little better treatment, even in thofe
countries which are called by his name, than he did
from the proud, felf-rightenus, unbelicving Jews.
‘We may warrantably fuppofe there were many more
lepers, blind, &c. in the places where he reforted,
1han thofe who came to him to be healed.

2dly, Many of his profefled difciples, even after
they had’ followed him for a while, turned back
and forfook him *. We have therefore the lefs
reafon to wonder when we fee any give up the pro-
feflion of the gofpel, and return to the world a-
gain, It was thus from the beginning ; and thofe
who do fo now, would have done {o if they had
lived then. His looks, his voice, his gefture, and
even his difcourfes and miracles, could not engage
a fingle perfon to cleave to him-with full purpofe
of heart, unlefs he was likewife {piritually revealed
to the eye of their faith, as the image of the invi-
fible God, the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, full
of grace and truth. S

3dly, Even his true difciples, who were conftantly
with him, to whom he had perfonally made the
moft exprefs and endearing promifes, and who
fometimes thought  themfelves affured beyond the
‘power of a doubt, yet could not maintain their
confidence longer than his Spirit upheld them. To
them exprefsly, though not to them exclufively,
Jefus had faid, ¢*I go to prepare a place for you 1,”
and I will come again to receive you to myleif,

* John, vi. 66. § John, xiv. a.
that
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that * where I am, there ye may be alfo*.” When
he had concluded that attetionate difcourfe, their
doubts and fears were diflipated, and they could
confidently fay, ¢ Now we believe +3” yet it was
not long before they found his reply fulfilled, Jefus
{aid unto them, ¢ Do you now believe! The hour
¢ i3 coming, when you fhall be fcattered every
“ man to his own, and fhall leave me alone 1.”
Will not this inftance convince you of your mif-
take, when you think you could depend more on
a voice from heaven, than on the written word ?
The apoftles had the firongeft ground of aflurance
imaginable, the word of the Lord Jefus himielf,
face to face; and yet this would not fupport them,
without renewed fupplies of ftrength.

On the other hand, confider it the lofs of his
bodily prefence is not more than made up to us.

1/f, By the fuller manifeftation of the Holy
Spirit than was afforded before his afcenfion. The
Holy Ghoft was not then given in that clear and
abundant meafure as afterwards ||, becaufe Jefus
was not yet glorified. While he was with them,
he was their Comforter and Teachery; but he told
them, ¢ When I depart, I will fend you another
“ Comforter **,” whofe office and abode with you
will be in many refpelts fo much more advanta-
geous, that on this account 1t is expedient for you
that I go away.

2dly, By the greater number and variety of pro-
mifes which we enjoy. We have not only the
fcriptures of the Old Teftament In common with
them, but to us the ancient revelations of the will
and love of God are enlarged, explained, applied,
and confirmed by the fuperaddition of the new 1.

* John, x1v. 3. } John, xvi. 30. § John, xvi. 32,
[ John, vii. 39. ®+ John, xiv. 16, and xvi. 7.

'?"r Ephn 1, 5
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3dly, By the experience of multitudes of all
ages, people, and languages, who have gone before
us, {ince their time ; the cloud of witneffes to the
truth and grace of God, the reality of eternal
things, and the viCtorious power of faith, is now
increafed by the concurrent evidence of thoufands
and millions, who have overcome all oppofition by
the blood of the Lamb, and the word of his te-
{Limony.

4thly, Dy the proofs and living witnefles of his
power and grace amongft ourfelves. Are there not
many with' whom you worfhip and converfe from
day to day, who can tell you, they were even dead
in trefpafles and fins, but he has quickened them.
They were ence, as you are, labouring and heavy
'aden, they waited. for him long, had a fhare in
fuch temptations and conflits as you now feel,
were often at a ftand, and upon the point of con-
cluding their cafe to be defperate, as you may think
yours at prefent; but at length they were enabled
to come unto him, and they have found reft. Every
fuch inftance thould encourage you to gird up the
loins of your minds, to be patient and hope to the
¢cnd. As they have known your troubles, fo fhall
vou partake of their confolations in due time.
‘What is it then fhould hinder you from coming to
Jefus that you may find reft?! What exceptions
can your unbelief devife againft the invitations,
motives, and examples, which the Lord fets betore
you by his preached gofpel ?

(1) Is it a fenfe of your load which makes you
fay you arc not able? DBut confider that this is
not a work, butareff. Would a man plead, I am
to hcavy laden, that I cannot confent 10 part with
my burden ; {fo weary that I am not able either to
itand fill or lie down, but muft force myfelf far-
ther? The greatnefs. of your burden, fo far from
being an objection, is the very reafon why you

fhould
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thould inftantly come to Chr 1& for he alone is abla
to releale you.

(2) But perhaps you think you do not come
aright. I afk, how would you come? If you can
come as a helplels unworthy finner, without
firength, without righteoufnefs, without any hope
but what arifes from the wortly, work, and word
of Chrift, this is to come aright. There is no
other way of being accepted. Would you refrefih
and ftrengthen yourfelf, wath away your own fins,
free yourfelt from your burden, and then come to
him to do thefe things for you? May the Lord
help you to fee the folly and unrealonablenefs ot
your unbelief,

I have oblerved already, that coming to Chrifk
fignified more at firft than merely to come into his
ptcience {o likewife it means more now than to be
found among his worfhippers. Let none of you
be deceived with a form of godlinefs. Examine
your religious profeflion by this teft. Have you.
laboured under a {enfe of your mifery 7 Have youw
known the burden of fin? Has Jefus given you reft ?
Or are you earncitly feeking to him for it ? If you
underftand not the meaning of thele queftions,.
vou are not yet in that ftate to which the promifes-
are made. And why are you not labouring and
heavy laden ¢ Are you not finners? Ias not the
righteous God revealed a law ? Has he not guarded
this law with the fan&tion of a dreadful curfe?
Have you not tranfgreficd this holy law in thought,,
word, and deed, times without number? If you.
have not, why do you join in the public confcflion,.
and call for mercy when the commandments are
repeated ? If you have, how will you efcape the
penalty.? How indeed, if you dare to neglect this.
sreat {alvation? The law condemns you already ;.
if you receive not the gofpel, you muft perith with-
out remedy: for other name or means wiereby

K6 el
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men can be faved there is none under heaven.
Once more you are warned of danger; once more
the refuge is fet before you. We preach Jefus,
who came to feek and to fave thofe who were loft;
Jefus who was wounded with whips, and thorns,
and nails, that his enemies might be healed. Does
not this thought affelt you? Will you {light his
love, defpife his blood, and crucify him afrefh?
God forhid. Is there not fome heart now relenting,
beginning to feel impreflions of fear, fhame, and
grict? Happy beginning! Obey the voice of God
now opening in your confcience! Now is the time
to pray; before, you knew not what to pray for:

but now you fee you want the blood of Chrift,
and the teaching of his Spirit. ¢ Afk, and you
¢ {hall receive; and feek, and you fhall find.”
Take your warrant from my text; Jefus has {aid,
* Come unto me, and I will give you reft.” Let
your hearts anfwer, ¢ Take away our iniquity, and
‘¢ receive us gracioully: Behold, we come unto
¢ thee, for thou art the Lord our God; and in

‘¢ thee the fatherlefs, the helplefs, the comfor tlefs,
‘¢ find mercy.”

S L Ra
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S ERMGON XL

The prefent and future Reft of Believers in
Chrift.

MaTTH. X1, 28.

Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy la-
den, and I will give you refl,

THE learned have a variety of arguments where-

by to prove the {cripture to be the word of
God. But though that kind of proot, which may
be brought in a2 way -of reafoning and external evi-
dence, 1s doubtlefs ufeful nupon proper occafions;
yet I apprehend the chief and moft fatisfattory ar-
- gument to thofe who are capable of receiving it,
arifes from the correfpondence between the fube
jeft-matter of the feripture, and the ftate of an ae
wakened mind. When the eyes of the under<
ftanding are opened, we begin to fee every thing
around us, to be juft fo as the fcripture has dee
{cribed them. Then, and not till then, we per-
ceive, that what we read in the Bible concerning
the horrid evil of fin, the vilenefs of our fallen na-
ture, the darknefs and igoorance of thofe who
know not God, our own emptinefs, and the im-
poflibility of finding relief and comfort from crea-
tures, is exatly true. We cannot but apply the
words of the woman, and fay, Come * and fee a
book that has told me all that ever I did, the
ground of all my complaints, the true caufe and
nature of all the evil I either fee, hear, or fecl,
from day to day. And as we find our difcafe pre-

* John, iv. 29,
afely
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cifely defcribed, fo we perceive a fuitablenefs in the
propofed remedy. *We need a Saviour, and he
muft be a mighty one; but though our wants and

fins, our fears and enemies, are great and nume-
rous, we are convinced that the chara&er of Chrift
s fuﬂic;ent to anfwer them all. We need a reft, a
reft which the world cannot give, Inquire where
we will among the creatures, experience brings in
the fame anfwzr from all, ¢ It is not in me.” ‘This
again confirms the word of God, which has fore.
warned us that we ‘fhall meet nothing but difap-
pointment in fuch purfuits. But there is a {piri-
tual reft {poken of which we know to be the very
thing we want, and all our remaining {olicitude is
how to attain it. ' From hence, as I faid, we may
affuredly couclude, that the book which gives us
fuch juft views of every thing that pafies, muft be
given by infpiration from him who is the fearcher
of hearts. 'This proof is equally plain and conclu-
five to all capacities that are {piritually enlightened,
and fuch only are able to underftand it. "We are

now to {peak,

HI. Of this promifed reft.  And here two tﬁings

offer to our confideration.
1. What this reft 1s ?
2. How it is obtained ?
1. The Greek word arazravew exprefles fomes

thing more than reft, or a mere relaxation from
toil ; it denotes refrefhment likewife. A perfon
weary with long bearing a heavy burden, will need
not only to have it removed, but likewife he wants
food and refrethment, to reftore his fpirits, and to
repair his wafted firength. Such is the reft of the
gofpel. It not only puts a period to our fruitlefs
labour, but it affords a {weet reviving cordial
There is not only peace, but joy in believing. Ta-
ken at large, we may confider it as twofold. 2
1/,
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i/}, A prefent reft. So the apoftle {peaks, ¢ We

¢« who have believed do enter mto reft *.”

(1) The common wearifome purfuit of the world
is defcribed, as ¢¢ {pending their money for that
¢ which is not bread, and their labour for that
¢« which fatisfieth not +3;” wandering from ob-
ject to objet in queft of good I, but ftill morti-
fied by inceflant and repeaied difappointment. 'We
fhould pity a perfon whom we fhould fee fecking
{ome neceflary thing day after day, which we knew
was impoflible to be found there. It is, however,
the cafe with all till they come to Chrift. Sanf-
faCtion is what they profefs to aim at, and they
turn every ftone, {as we fay), wry every expedient
to meet with it, butin vain. It is only to be found
n him. When they come to him, their wifhes
are anfwered. 'This is exemplified by cur Lord in
the charalter of a merchant-man feeking goodly.
pearls |, who was ftill upon the inquiry till he had
found one pearl of great price. Thisanfwered and
exceeded his defires : upon the difcovery of this
one, he rejoiced to forego all his tormer acquifi-
tions, and to give up cvery other poileflion or pur-
pofe that he might obtain it.

(2) I have fpoken fomething concerning the
wearifome exercife of a confcicnce burdened with
guilt: but by coming to Jefus, and belicving in
him, an end is put to this. When we are enabled
to view our fins as. laid upon Chrift, that thofe
who come are accepted in the Beloved, that there
is no more condemnation, but pardon, reconcilia-
tion and adoption are the fure privileges of all wha
truft in him; O the fweet calm that immediate-
ly takes place in the foul ! It is fomething more
than deliverance. There is a pleafure more than

* Heb. iv. 3. T 1L Iv, 2. ¥ PLav. G,
" Ml“h: xiil. 4_6:

anfwerable
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anfwerable to the former pain, a comfort greater
than all the trouble that went before it. Yea,
the remembrance of the former bitternefs greatly
enhances the prefent pleafure. And the foul un-
derftands and experiences the meaning of thofe
fcriptures, ¢ When the Lord turned the captivity
¢ of Zion, then was our mouth filled with laugh-
¢ ter, and our tongue with finging *.” ¢ In that
¢ day thou fhalt fay, O Lord, I will praife thee:
¢ though thou waft angry with me, thine anger is
¢“ turned away, and thou comfortedft me. Be-
¢ hold, God is my falvation: I will truft, and
¢ not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my
¢ ftrength and my fong; he alfo is become my
¢ {alvation +.”

(3) There is likewife a reft from the power of
fin. In vain is this fought from refolutions and
endeavours in our own firength. Even after we
are {piritually difpofed, and begin to underftand
the goipel-falvation, it is ufvally for a {eafon rather
a fight than a r¢ff.  But when we are brought near-
er to Chrift, and taught to live upon him as our
fanQification, deriving all our ftrength and motives
from bim by faith, we obtain a comparative reft
in this refpect alfo. We find hard things become
ealy, and mountains fink into plains, by his power
difplayed in our behalf. Farther,

(4) There is a reft from our own works. The
believer is quite delivered from the law as a cove-
nant, and owes it no longer fervice in that view.
His obedience is gracious, chearful, the effet of
love; and therefore he is ficed from thole fears
and burdens which once difturbed him in the way
of duty. At firft therc was a {ceret, though un-
allowed, dependence on himfelf. When his frames
were lively he was ftrong, and thought he had

* Pf. cxxvi, 1y 24 + If xii, 1. 2 '
{omecthing
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fomething to truft to, but under a change (and
changes will happen) he was at his wits end. But
there is a promifed, and therefore an attainable reft
in this refpeét; a liberty and power to repofe on
the fnifhed work, and unchangeable word of
Chrift ; to follow him fteadily through light and
darknefls; to glory in him only when our " frames
are brighteft 5 and to truft in him affuredly when
we ave at our loweft ebb.

Such is the prefent reft; in different degrees ac-
cording to the proportion of faith, and capable of
increafe even in thofe who have attained moft, fo
long as we remain in this imperfect ftate.  But there
15,

2dly, A future reft, befides and beyond all that
can be experienced here: ¢ 'There remaineth yet a
“ reft for the people of God *.” Faint and im-
perfet are our moft enlarged ideas of that glory
which fhall be revealed. ¢¢ It does not yet appear
“ what we fhall be +.” Who can defcribe or con-
ceive the happinefs of heaven? The moft we can
clearly underftand of it lies in. negatives. It will
be as unlike as poffible to. this wildernefs of fin and
{forrow where we are now confined. Here we are
in 2 warfare, but then we fhall enter into perfect
reft. | |

(1) A reft fromall fin. There no unclean thing
fhall defile or difturb us for ever. We fhall be
free from fin in ourfelves. This alone would be
worth dying for.. Indwelling fin is a burden un-
der which even the redeemed of the Lord muft
groan, whilft they fojourn in the body; and thole
who are moft fpiritual, are moft deeply affected
with {hame, humiliation, and grief, on this ac-
count, becaufe they have the cleareflt views of the

* Hcb. iv. 9. + 1 John, iii, 3.

holinefs
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holinefs of :God, the fpiritvality of the law, the
love of Chrift, and the deceitfulnefs of their own
hearts. Therefore the Apoftle Paul, though per-
haps in grace and talents, in zeal and ufefulnefs,
diftinguithed above all the children of Adam, ac-
counted himfelf the chief of finners ¥, lefs than
the leaft of all faints +, and cried out under the
difparity he felt between what he was, and what
he would be, ¢ O wretched man that I am! who
¢ {hall deliver me from the body of this death §?”
But we fhall not carry this burden beyond the grave.
The hour of diflojation {hall free us from the in-
bred enemies (the infeparable concomitants of this
frail perifhing nature) which now trouble us, and
we fhall fee them no more for ever.

. Again, we fhall be free from all the difpleafing
effects of fin in others. Our hearts thall be no
more pained, nor our ears wounded, nor our eyes
filled with tears, by thofe evils which fil the earth.
Now, like Lot in dodom, we are grieved every
day with the filthy converfation of the wicked |.
Who that has any love to the Lord Jefus, any
{fpark of true holinefs, any {enfe of the worth of
fouls in his heart, can fee what paflfes amongft us
without trembling? How . openly, daringly, al-
moft univerfally, are the commandments of God
broken, his gofpel defpifed, his patience abufed,
and his power defied. Lo be a filent fpeltator ot
thefe things is fufficiently grievous; but if (as we
are in duty bound) we dare to ftand as witnefles
for God in the midft of a crooked and perverfe na-
tion, we find the fpirit of the firft-born. Cain in-
{ftantly takes fire, and denounces war againft all
who fhould prefume to fay, that we ought to o-
bey and fear God rather than men. Inveclives

* ¢ Tim.i.rs.  + Eph.iii.8.  § Rom. vii 24.
n X PCI. iil T

and
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and ill-treatment are the certain lot of all who
openly and confiftently appear on the Lord’s fide;
and if they efcape firipes and bonds, imprifonment
and death, it is to be afcribed to the refiraints of
Divine Providence, and (as a means in our happy
land) to the temper of the laws, and to the clemen-
cy of the powersunder whom we live. Thefe things
often conftrain the believer to fay, * O that I had
- ¢ wings like a dove ! for then would | flee away,
 and be at reft *.” Let us not be weary or faint
in our minds, ere long this wiith thall be anfwered.
A glorious reft awaits you, where fin and {inners
fhall have no place, nor the alarms of war be any

more heard.
(2) A reft from all outward afflitions, which,

though neceflary, and, under the influence of di-
vine grace, profitable, are grievous to bear ;- but
then they will be neceflary no more. Where there
is no fin, there fhall be no forrow. Then, belie-
vers, God ¢ fhall wipe away all tears from your
¢ eyes; and there fhall be no more death, nei-
¢ ther {orrow, nor crying, neither fhall there be
‘“ any more pain : for the former things are paffed
“ away +.”

(3) A reft from Satan’s temptations. How bufy
is this adverfary of God and man, what various
arts, what furprifing force, what conftant afliduity,
does he employ to enfnare, diftrefs, and territy
thofe who Dy grace have efcaped from his fervitude.
He fays, like Pharaoh of old, I will purfue, I
“ will overtake, 1 will deftroy 1.” He¢ follows
them to the laft ftage of life, but he can follow them
no farther. The moment of their departure out
of the body fhall place them beyond his reach for
CVEr,

¢ Pl lv. 6. + Rev. xx°. 4. i Exod. zv. 0.

(4) &
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