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THOUGHT S

UPON THE

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

H E nature and effets of that unhappy

and difgraceful branch of commerce,

which has long been maintained on the Coaft
of Africa, with the fole, and profefled defign

of purchafing our fellow-creatures, in order
to fupply our Weft-India iflands and the Ame-
rican colonies, when they were ours, with
Slaves ; is now generally underftood. Se much
light has been thrown upon the fubjet, by
many able pens; and {o many refpetable per- -
fons have dlready engaged to ufe their utmoft
nfluence, for the fuppreffion of a traffic, which
contradicts the feelings of humanity ; that it
1s hoped, this ftain of our National chara&er
will foon be wiped out,

B If
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If T attempt, after what has been done, t
throw my mite into the public ftock of in.
formation, it 1s lefs from an apprehenfion thyt
my interference is neceffary, than from a con.
vi&ion, that filence, at {uch a time, and g
fuch an occafion, would, in me, be criming]
If my teftimony fhould. not be neceflary, or
{ferviceable, yet, perhaps, I am bound, in con.
{cience, to take thame to mylelf by a public
confeflion, which, however fincere, comes top
late to prevent, or repair, the mifery and mif-

chief to which I have, formerly, beer accef-
{ary.

I hope 1t will always be a fubjet of humi-
liating refleCtion to me, that I was, once, an
adive infirument, 1n a bufinefs at which my
heart now fhudders. '\’Iy headftrong paﬁions
and follies plunged me, in early life, into a.
fucceffion of difficulties and hardfhips, which, :
at length, reduced me to feek a refuge -among;_
the Natives of Africa. There, for about the
{pace of aghtcen months, I was in effett, .
though without the name, a Captive and a
Slave myfelf ; and was deprefled to the loweft .
degree of human wretchednefs. Poffibly, I
{hculd not have been fo completely miferable,
hed I lived among the Natives only, but it

was my lot to refide with white men; for at .
that time, feveral perfons of my own colour

and
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and language were fettled upon that part of the
Windward coaft, which lies between Sierra-

Leon and Cape Mount; for the purpofe of

purchafing and colle@ting Slaves, to fell to the
veflels that arrived from Europe.

This 1s a bourn, from which few travellers
return, who have once determined to venture
upon a temporary refidence there; but the
g00d providence of God, without my expec-
tation, and almoft againft my will, delivered
me from thofe {cenes of wickednefs and woe :
and I arrived at Liverpool m May 1748, 1
foon revifited the place of my captivity, as
mate of a fhip, and, in the year 17:0, I was
appointed commander, 11 which capacity I
made three voyages to the Windward Coaft,
for Slaves.

I firft faw the Coaft of Guinea, mn the year
1745, and took my laft leave of 1t 1n 1754.
[t was not, intentionally, a farewel; but,
through the mercy of God, 1t proved {o, I
fitted out for a fourth voyage, and was upon
the point of failing, when I was arrefted by a
ludden illnefs, and I refigned thez fhip to ano-
ther Captain,

Thus I was unexpeedly freed from this

dfagreeable fervice, Difagreeable I had long
B2 found
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found 1t ; but I think I fhould have quitted it
{ooner, had I confidered it, as I now do, to be
unlawful and wrong. But I never had 3
{cruple upon this head. at the tune ; nor was
{uch a thought once {uggefted to me, by any
friend. What I did, 1did 1gnorantly ; conf.
dering 1t as the line of life which Divine Pro.
vidence had allotted me, and having no con-
cern, i point of confcience, but to treat the
Slaves, while under my care, with as much

humanity, as a regard to my own fafety would
admit.

‘The experience and obfervation of nine
years, would qualify me for being a compe-
tent witnefs upon this fubject, could I fafely
ruft to the report of Memory, after an interval
of more than thirty-three years. But, in the
courfe of {o long a period, the ideas, of paft
fcenes and tranfactions, grow indiftin ; and
I am aware, that what I have feen, and what
I have only heard related, may, by this tume,
have become fo infenfibly blended together,
that, in fome cafes, 1t may be diflicult for me,
if not 1mpofhible, to diftinguith them, with
abiolute certainty. It is, however, my earneft
defire, and will therefore engage my utmolt
care, tnat I may offer nothing n writing, as
from my own knowledge, which I could not

chearfully, 1f requifite, confirm upon oath.
That
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That part of the African fhore, which lies
between the river Sierra-Leon, lat. 8. 70. N.
and Cape Palmas, 1s ufually known by the
name of the Windward, or Grain Coaft. The
extent (1f my recolleCtion does not fail me) 1s
about one hundred and fifty leagues. There
s a fort upon Benee Iland, in Sierra-Leon,
which formerly belonged to the old African
Company : they alfo had a fort on an ifland
in the river Sherbro; but the former was in
private hands, and of the latter, {carcely the
foundations were vifible, when I firft went to
Africa. There 15 no fort, or fattory, upon
this coaft, under the fan¢tion of our Govern-
ment; but there. were, as I have faid, and
probably ftill are, private traders refident at
Benee Ifland, at the Bananoes, and at the
Plantanes. The former of thefe 1s about twelve,
and the latter twenty leagues, from Sierra-
Leon, to the South-Eaft,

Bythefe perfons, thetradeiscarriedon, in boats
and fhallops, thirty or forty lcagues to the north-
ward, in {everal rivers lying within the thoals
of Rio Grande. But the moft northerly place
of trade, for fhipping, 1s Sierra-Leon, and the
bufinefs there, and in that neighbourhood, is
chiefly tranfaCted with the white men: but
trom Sherbro to Cape Palmas, dire&ly with

5 the
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¢he natives. ‘Though I have been on the Golg
Coaft, and beyond 1t as far as Cape Lopez, iy
the latitude of one or two degrees South, ]
profefs no knowledge of the African trade,
but as it was condu&ted on the Windward
Coaft, when I was concerned 1n it.

I am not qualified, and 1f T were, I {hould
think it rather uafuitable to my prefent cha.
racter, as a Minifter of the Goipel, to confider
the African Slave Trade, roerely, m a polit.
cal light. This difquifition more properly
belongs to perfons in cwil life.  Only ¢hus
far, my chara&ter as a Minifter will allow, and
perhaps require me, to obferve; that the beft
Human Policy, 1s that, which 1s conne&ed with
a reverential regard to Almighty God, the Su.
preme Governor of the Earth. Every plan, which
aims at the welfare of a nation, in defiance of
his authority and laws, however apparently
wife, will prove to be effentially defettive,
and, 1f perfifted 1n, rumnous. The Righteous
Lord loveth Righteouinefs, and He has en-
gaged to plead the caufe, and vindicate the
wrongs, of the opprefied. 1t is Righteoufnefs
that exalteth a nation; and Wickednefs 1s the
prefent reproach, and wili, fooner or later,
unles repentance intervene, prove the ruin of
3py people.

Perhaps
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Perhaps what I have faid of myfelf, may
b applicable to the nation at large, The
¢lave Trade was always unjuftifiable ; but in-
qttention and intereft prevented, for a time,
the evil from being percetved. It 1s otherwife
ot prefent; the mifchiefs and evils, conne&ed-:
with it, have been, of late years, reprefented
with fuch undeniable evidence, and are now
fo generally known, that I fuppofe theré “is
hardly an objeftion can be made, to the with:
 of thoufands, perhaps of millions, for the
fppreflion of this Trade, but upon the ground
of political expedience.

Though I were even {ure,thataprincipalbranch
of the public revenue depended upon the African -
Trade, (which, I apprebend, is far from being
the cafe, ) if T had accefs and influence, I fhould
think myfelf bound to fay to Governmert, to
Parhlament, and to the Nation, ¢ It 1s not
“ lawful to put it into the Treafury, becaufe
“1t 13 the price of blood *.”

I account an intelligent Farmer to be a good
Politician, in this fenfe; that, if he has a
lige heap of good corn, he will not put a
mall quantity, that is damaged, to the reft,
for the fake of encreafing the heap, He knows

* Matt. xxvil. 6.
that
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that fuch an addition would {poil the whdl,
God forbid, that any fuppofed profit or ad-
vantage, which we can derive from the groapg
and agonies, and blood of the poor Africans,
thould draw down his heavy curle, upon ]|
that we might, otherwife, honourably and
comfortably poflefs.

For the fake of Method, I could wifh t
confider the African Trade,—Firft, with regard
to the effects it has upon our own people ; and
Secondly, as 1t concerns the Blacks, or, a
they are more contemptuoufly {tyled, the
Negroe Slaves, whom we purchale upon the
Coaft. DBut thefe two topics, are {o 1mnter
woven together, that 1t will not be ealy to
keep them exadtly {eparate.

1. The firlt point I thall mention is {urely
of political importance, 1f the lives of our
fellow-fubjeéts be fo; and if a rapid lofs of
Seamen deferves the attention of a maritime
people. This lofs, in the African Trade, 13
truly alarmmg. I admit, that many of them
are cut off mn therr firft.yoyage, and, confe-
quently, before they can properly rank as Sea-
men ; though they would have been Seamer,
if they had lived. But the neighbourhood of
our fia-ports 1s continually drained, of men

and boys, to fupply the places of thofe who
dic
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die abroad ; and if they are not all Seamen,
they are all our brethren and countrymen,
ubjects of the Britith Government.

The people who remain, on fhip-board,
upon the open coaft, if not accuftomed to the
dimate, are liable to the attack of an inflam-
matory fever, which 1s not eften fatal, unlefs
the concurrence of unfavourable circumftances
makes it fo. When this danger 1s over, I
think, they might, probably, be as healthy
i1 moft other voyages; provided, they
could be kept from {leeping 1 the dews, from
being much expofed to the rain, from the in-
emperate ufe of fpirits, and efpecially from
womeln. -

But, confidering the general difpofition of
our Satlors, and the nature of the Slave Trade,
thefe provifos are of lhittle more fignificance,
than if 1 fhould fay, upon another occafion,
that Great-Britain would be a happy country,
provided, all the mhabitants were Wife, and
Good. The Satlors muff be much expofed to
the weather ; efpecially on the Windward
Coaft, where a great part of the cargo is pro-
cured by boats, which are often fent to the
diftance of thirty or forty leagues, and are
lometimes a month before they return. Many
vellels arrive upon the coaft, before the rainy

C {eafon,
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feafon, which continues from about May
O&ober, 1s over 3 and if trade be {carce, the
thips which arrive 1n the fair, or dry feafo,
often remain till the rains return, before they
can complete their purchafe. A prope
fhelter from the weather, In an open boat,
when the ram 1s 1nceffant might and day, fo
weeks and months, 1s 1mpraéticable,

I have myfelf, in fuch a boat, been five or
fix days together, without, as we fay, a
dry thread about me, fleeping or waking. And
during the fair {eafon, Tornadoes, or violent
ftorms of wina, thunder, and heavy rain, ar
very frequent, though they feldom laft long,
In fa&, the boats feldom return, without
bringing fome of the people 1ll of dangerous
fevers or fluxes, occafioned either by the wea-
ther, or by unwholfome diet, fuch as the
crude fruits and palm wine, with which they
are plentifully {fupplied by the natives.

Strong hquor:, fuch as brandy, rum, o
Enghth {pirits, the Sailors cannot often- pro-
cure, in fuch quantities as to hurt them; but
they will, if they can; and opportunities
fometimes offer, efpccially to thofe who are
in the boats 5 for {trong hiquor being an article
much in demand, fo that, without it, fcarcely
2 fingle Slave can be purchafed, it 1s always at

hand.
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and. And if what is taken from the cafks
or bottles, that are for {ale, be fuPplled mth
water, they are as full as they were- before.
The Blacks, who buy the liquor, are the
bfers by the adulteration; but often the
people, who cheat them, are the greateft fuf-
ferers.

The article of Women, likewife, contributes
lrgely to the lofs of our Seamen. When they
are on fhore, they often, from their known,
thoughtlefs 1mprudence, involve themfelvesq
on this account, in quarrels with the Natives,
and, 1f not killed upon the fpot, are frequen;lg
poifoned.  On fhip-board, they may be re-
frained, and in {fome thips they are ; but fuch
eftraint is far from being general. It depends
much upon the difpofition, and attention, of
the Captamn. When I was 1n the trade, [
knew {everal -ommanders of Afncan fhips,
who were prudent, refpe&table men, and who
maintained a proper difcipline and rcgulan_ty
n their veflels ; but there were too many of a
different charaGter. In fome thips, perhaps in
the moft, the licenfe allowed, in this parti-
cular, was almoft unlimited. Moral turpitude
was {eldom confidered, “but they who took care
todo the fhip’s bufinefs, might, in other re-
pelts, do what they pleafed. Thefe excefles,
if they do not induce fevers, at leaft, render the

C 2 conftitution
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conftitution lefs able to fupport them; ayd
lewdnefs, too frequently, terminates m death,

The nfk of mwfurre@ions 1s to be added
Thefe, I believe, are always meditated; for
the Men Slaves are not, eafily, reconciled to
their confincment, and treatment ; and if at.
tempted, they are feldom fupprefled without
confiderable lofs ; and fometimes they fucceed,
to the deftrultion of a whole thip’s company
at once. Seldom a year pafles, but we hea
of one or more {uch cataftrophes: and we
Likewife hear, {fometimes, of Whites and Blacks
involved, in one moment, In cne common
ruin, by the gunpowder taking fire, and blow-
ing up, the fhip.

How far the feveral caufes, T have enume-
rated, may rcfpeﬁwely operate, I cannot fay :
the fa&t however is fure, that & great number
of our Seamen penth m the Slave Trade. Few
fhips, comparatively, are either blown up, or
totally cut off, but {fome are. Of the reft, I
have known fome that have loft half their
people, and fome a larger proportion. I am
far from faving, that it 1s always, or even
often, thus; but, T believe, 1 fhall ftate the
matter {ufhciently low, 1f T fuppofe, that, at
leaft, one fifth part of thofe who go from
England to the Coaft of Africa, in fhips which

2 trade
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rade for Slaves, never return from thence.
{ dare not depend, too much, upon my memory,
55 to the number of thips, and men, employed
in the Slave Trade more than thirty years ago
nor do I know what has been the ftate of the
trade fince; therefore I fhall not sttempt to
make calculations. But, as I cannot but form
fome opinion upon th fubje&, I judge it pro-
bable, that the collettive fum of Seamen,
who go, frorn all our ports, to Africa, within
the courfe of a year, (taking Guinea in the
extenfive fenfe, from Goree or Gambia, and
including the coaflt of Angola,) cannot be lefs
than eight thoufand; and if, upon an average
of fhips and feafons, a fifth part of thefe die,
the annual lofs 1s fifteen hundred. I believe
thofe, who have taken pains to make more
exalt enquiries, will deem my fuppofitien to
be very moderate. |

Thus much concerning the firft evil, the
Lofs of Seamen and Subjets, which the na-
tion {fultans, by the African Slave Trade.

2, There 15 a {econd,- which either is, or
ought to be, deemed of nmportance, confidered
-n a political light. I mean, the dreadful ef-
fefts of this trade, upon the minds of thofe
who are engaged in it. There are, doubtlefs,
exceptions, and 1 would, willingly, except

my{elf,
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mylelf. But, in general, I know of no me,
thod of getting money, not even that of rob:
bery, for 1t, upon the highway, which has s
more direét tendency to efface the moral fenfe,
to rob the heart of every gentle and humane
difpofition, and to harden it, like {teel, againft
all impreflions of fenfibility,

Ulually, about two-thirds of a cargo of
Slaves are males. When a hundred and fifty
or two hundred flout men, torn from their
native land, many of whom never faw the fea,
much lefs a thip, till a fhort {pace beiore they
are ecmbarked ; who have, probably, the {am¢
natural prejudice againft a white man, as we
have againfta black ; and who often bring with
them an apprehenfion that they are bought to
be eaten: I fay, when thus circumftanced, it
1s not to be expected that they will, tamely,
refign themfielves to their fituation. It isal-
ways taken for granted, that they will attempt
to gain their liberty, if poilible, Accordingly,
as we dare not truft them, we receive them on
board, from the firft, as enemies: and before
their number exceeds, perhaps, ten or fifteen,
they are all put in irons; in moft {hips, two
and two togetner. And frequently, they are
not thus confined, as they might, moft conve-
niently, ftand or move, the right hand and
foot of one to the left of -the other; but acrofs,
- | that
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that is, the hand and foot of each on the fame
fide, whether right or’left, are fettered toge-
ther : fo that they cannot move, either hand
or foct, but with great caution, and with per-
fe& confent, Thus they muft fit, walk and
lie, for many months, (fometimes for nine or
ten,) without any mitigation or relief, unlefs
they are fick.

In the night they are confined below, in
:he day-time (if the weather be fine) they are
apon deck ; and as they are brought up, by
pairs, a chain is put through a ring upon their
irons, and this is likewife locked down to the
ring-bolts, which are faftened at certain in-
tervals upon the deck. Thefe, and other pre-
cautions, are no more than neceflary ; efpe-
cially, as while the number of Slaves in-
creafes, that of the people, who are to guard
them, is diminithed, by ficknefs, or death, or
by being abfent in the boats: f{o that, {ome-
times, not ten men can be muftered, to wutch,
mght and day, over two hundred, befides

having all the other bufinefs of the fhip to
attend.

That thele precautions are fo often effetual,
1s much more to be wondered at, -than that
they fometimes fuil. One unguarded hour,
or minute, is {fufficient to give the Slaves the

OPPOI'-
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opportunity they are always waiting for., 4y
attempt  to rife upon the fhip’s company,
brings on inftantaneous and horrid war; for,
when they are once in motion, they ar
defperate; and where they do not conquer,

they are feldom quelled without much mif
ehict and blood-thed, on both fides.

Scmetimes, when the Slaves are ripe for ap
infurreftion, one of them will impeach the
affair ; and then neceflity, and the ftate policy,
of thefe {mall, but moft abfolute govera.
ments, enforce maxims dire€tly contrary to

'

the rature of things. The traitor to the
cauie of liberty- 1s carefled, rewarded, and
cemed an honeft fellow.  The patriots, who
formed and amimated the plan, if they can be
fcund cut, muft be treated as villains, and
punifhed, to ntinidate the reft.  Thefe pu-
nifhments, 1n their nature and degree, depend
upon the fovercign will of the Captain, Some
are content witn infliCting fuch meoderate pu-
nifhment, as may f{uflice for an example. But
unlimited power, inftigated by revenge, and
where the heart, by a long familiarity with
the furterings of Slaves, 1s become callous,
and infenhile to the pleadings of humanity,

I have
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[ have {een them fentenced to unmerciful
whippings, continued till the poor creatures
have not had power to groan under .their
mifery, and hardly a fign of life has remained.
[ have feen them agonizing for hours, I be-
lieve, for days together, under the torture of
the thumb-{crews ; a dreadful engine, which,
if the {crew be turned by an unrelenting hand,
can give intolerable anguith. There have
been inftances in which cruelty has praceeded
ftill further ; but, as I hope they are few, and
[ can mention but one, from my own know-

ledge, I fhall but mention it.

I have often heard a Captain, who has been
long fince dead, boaft of his condut in a
former voyage, when his Slaves attempted to
rife upon him. After he bad fupprefled the
infurrection, he fat in judgment upon the in-
furgents ; and not only, in cold blood, ad-
judged feveral of them, I know not how
many, to die, but fltudied, with no fmall
attention, how to make death as excruciating
to them as poffible. For my reader’s fake, 1
{upprefs the recital of particulars.

surely, it muft be allowed, that they who
are long converfant with {uch {cenes as thefe,

are liable to imbibe a fpirit of ferocioufnefs,
D and
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and favage infenfibility, of which human na-
ture, depraved as it 1s, 1s not, ordmarily, ca-
pable, - If thefe things be true, the reades
will admit the pofiibility of a fact, that was ip
current report, wnen 1 was upon the coaft,
and the truth of which, though I cannot now
authenticate it, I have no realon to doubt.

A Mate of a (hip, in a long-boat, purchafed
a young woman, with a fine child, of abouta
vear old, in her arms. In the mght, the
child cried much, and difturbed his fleep. He
rofe up in great anger, and fwore, that if the
chiid did not ceafe making fuch & noile, he
would prefently filence it. = The child conti-
nued to cry. At length he rofe up a {econd.
time, tore the child from the mother, and
threw 1t into the fea, The child was foon
iilenced indeed, but it was not fo eafy to
pacify tic woman : fhe was too valuable to be
thrown overboard, and he was obliged to bear
the found of her lamentations, till hLe could
put her on board his fhip.

I am periuaded, that every tender mother,.
who feafts Ler eyes and her mind, when fhe
contemplates the infant in her arms, will coms
miferate the poor Africans.—But why do I
ipeak of one child, when we have heard and

read
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read 2 melancholy flory, too notorioufly true
m aci11lit of contradiCtion, of more than a
hundred grown flaves, thrown into the fea, at
one time, from on board a thip, when freth
water was_{carce ; to -fix,the lofs. ypon the
Underwriters, which otherwife, had they. died
oIX board, muft have fallen ypon-the Qwners of
the veiiel, ‘Thefe apftances are. {pecimens of
the fpirit produced, by the African, Trade,’in
men, who, once, were. no more deftitute ‘of
e -milk of Luman.. Lmdnefs than.- our-
felves., ;1__ T L LT

.#I - - o . - L
]
[ | - -

H1Lhelt0, ,I hwg conﬁdcned the conultlop o,f
the Men Elaves ronly, From. the; Women,
there 1s no dangﬁr of - snfurre&mn, 'md they
are.carefylly kept, from, the 1nen; I mean,
from the Black men, - But-——-nlp what [ have
to offer,”on this hiead,. ] am far from mc]udmg
every fhlp [.fpeak ngt, of what is wuiverfally,
but of what is too commonly, and, I am afraid,

too geuetally, plevale,nt L

) T . ) ‘ " / ; 3

I have, already obferve,ﬂ, h_,.tﬁat_; the Captain of
an African {hip, while upon the, coaft, 15 abio-
lute m his commapd; and af he be hu:;nana

YT

vigilint, and determined, he has it in. his
power to protett the mifenble- for fcarccly

any thing can be done, on board the fhip,
D » without
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without his permiflion, or connivance. Byt

this power 1s, too feldom, exerted 1n favour of
the goor Women Slaves.

‘When we hear of a town taken by ftorm,
and given up to the ravages of an enraged and
licentious army, of wild and unprnncipled
Coflacks, perhaps no partof the diftrefs affects
a feeling mind more, than the treatment to
which the Women are expofed. But the
enormities frequently committed, 1n an African
{hip, though equally flagrant, are little known
bere, and are confidered, there, only as matters
of courfe. When the Women and Girls are
taken on board a thip, naked, trembling, ter.
rified, perhaps almoft exhaufted with cold,
fatigue and hunger, they are often expofed to
the wanton rudenefs of white Savages. The
poor creatures cannot under{tand the language
they hear, but the looks and manner of the
{peakers, are fufficiently intelligible. - - In ima-
ginaiion, the prey is divided, upon the ipot,
and only referved till opportunity offers.
Where refiftance, or refufal, would be utterly
in vain, even the follicitation of confent I
{eldom thought of. But I forbear.—This 1
not a fubje for declamation. Facts like
thefe, {o certain, and {fo numerous, {peak for

themfelves, Surely, if the advocates for
the
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the Slave ‘Trade attempt to plead for it, be-
fore the Wives and Daughters of our happy
land, or before thofe who have Wives or

Daughters of their own, they muft lofe their
caufe.

Perhaps fome hard - hearted pleader may
fuggeft, that {fuch treatment would indeed be
cruel, in Europe 5 but the African Women are
Negroes, Saﬁagcs, ‘who have no idea of the nicer
fenfations which obtain among ¢ivilized people.
I dare contradi&t them in the flrongeft terms,
I have lived long, and converfed much,
amongft thefe {fuppofed Savages. I have often
flept in their towns, in a houfe filled -with
poods for trade, with no perfon in the houfe
but myfelf, and with no- other door than a
mat; in that fscurity, which no man in
his fenfes would expe&®, in this civilized
nation, efpecially in this metropolis, -with-
out. the precaution of having ftrong doors,
firongly locked and bolted. And with re-
rard to the women, in Sherbro, where I
was moft acquainted, I have feen many
mftances of modefty, and even delicacy,
which would not difgrace an Englith woman.
Yet, fuch is the treatment which I have known
permutted, if not encouraged, 1n many of our

Ips—they have been abandoned, without
reftraint,
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reftramnt, to the lawlefs will of the fiyg
€COomert.-

Accuftomed thus to defpife, mnfult, and ip.
jure the Slaves on board, it may be expeded
that the conduét of many of our people to the
Natives, with'whom they "trade, 1s, as faf as
circumftances admii, very fimiar; and it js
fo. . They are confidered as a people to be
rabbed and {poiled,  with impunity. Every
art 15 employed -to .decaive, and wrong them,

And he who.‘has: fmqﬂ: addrefs, in this way’,
has moft to boaft of. -

Not an article, that 1s capable of diminu
tion ‘or adulteration, 1s delivered gen’uiu'e,: or
entire.  The- fpigifs_ are lewered by water,
Falfe heads are put into the kegs that conta
the gunpowder ; fo that, though the keg ap:
pears large, there 1s no ‘more powder 1 1,
than‘in-a much {maller. The linen and cottoy
cloths are’ opened, and two or three yards,
according to thelength of the piece, cut off,
not from the eand,: but out- of the middle,
where 1t 1s not {o readlly noticed." L

The Natwes are cheated,,m the numbex';
“ezght meafure, or quality, -of what they
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Purch'afe, in every pofiible way. -And, by
habit and emulation, a marvellous dextenty 1s
sequired 1 thefe praltices. And thus the:
N:tives, in their turn, in proportion to their
ommerce with the Eutopeans, and (I am
forry to add) particularly . with the Enghih;
become jealous, infidious and revengeful. . o

They know with whom they deal, and are
secordingly prepzired.;——-though they can truit.
fome fhips and boats, which have treated them
with punétuality, and may be trufted by them..
A quarrcl, fometimes, furnifhes pretext, for.
letaining, and carrying away, one Or.more bﬁ_
the Natives, which 1s retaliated, 1f pra&iéaﬁle,
upon the next -bodt -that cones. to the place,
fom theé fame pott. For fo far their vinditive.
emper is reftrained by their ideas of juftrces,
that they will not, often,” revenge an injury.
received from- 4 Liverpool thip, upon one be-.
longing to Briftol or London. B f

They will; -ufually, wait with patience, th¢:
urival of one, which, they fuppofe, by her,
uling from the {:rne place, -has {fome connec-.
tion with that which ufed them ill; and they
ire fo quick 4t diftinguithing our little local
differences of language, and cuftoms in a thip,
that -before they have been 1 a fhip five mi-.

| nutes,
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nutes, and often before they come on boar,
they know, with certainty, whether fhe b
from Briftol, Liverpool, or Londonn.

Retaliation on their parts, furnithes a ple
for reprizal on ours. Thus, 1 one place o
another, trade is often fufpended, all inter.
courfe cut off, and things are in a ftate of war; !
till neceflity, either on the fhip’s part, oron |
theirs, produces overtures of peace, and dic.
tates the price, which the offending party muft
pay for it. But it 15 a warlike peace. We
trade under arms; and they are furnithed with
long knives.

Yor, witn 2 few exccpfions, the Englith
and the Africans, reciprocally, confider each |
other as confummate villains, who are always
watching opportunites to do mifchief, In
fhort, we have, I fear too defervedly, a very
unfavourable charaéter upon the Coatt. When
I have charged a Black with unfairnefs and
dithonefty, he has anfwered, if able to clear
hirefelf, with an air of difdain, « What! do
¢ you think I am a White Man ?”

Such 1s the nature, fuch are the concomi-
tants, of the Slave Trade; and fuch 1s the
{chool 1n which many thoufands of our Seamen

3 are
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are brought up.- .Can we then wonder at that |
1mPatlenC€ of {ubordination, and that difpo-
ftion to mutiny, armongft them, which has
been, of late, fo loudly complained of, and fo
feverely felt ¢+ Will not found policy fuggeft,
the neceffity, of jome expedient here? Or can
found policy fuggeft any, eftettual, expedient,
but the total fuppreflion of a Trade, which,
like a poifonous root, ditfufes its malignity nto
every branch ?

The effe@s which our trade has upon the
Blacks, thofe cfpecially who come under our
power, may be confidered under three heads,
—How.they are acquired ¢ The mortality they

are fubject to! and, How thofe who furvive
are difpofed of ! -

I.confine my remarks on the firft head to
the Windward Coaft, and can {peak moft-con-
fidently of the trade in Sherbro, where-I lived.
Town, however, that I queftion, 1f any part of
the Windward Coaft_is equal to Sherbro, in
point of regulasity and government. . They
have no men of ' great power, or property
among them ; as Iram told there areupon the
Gold Coaft, at Whidah and Bcenin.  The
Sherbro people - live. much "in the patriarchal
way., An old man ufually prefides in each

. ¥ - tows,
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town, whofe authority depends more on his
years, than on his poﬁefﬁ01ls and He, who

s called the King, 1s not eafily diftinguithed,
either by ftate or wealth, from the reft. But

the different diftrits, which {eem to be, in
many refpe&s, independent of each other, aré
incorporated, and united, by means of an in-
flitution which pervades them all, and 1s called
The Purrow. ‘The perfons of this order, who
are very numerous, {eem, very much, to re-

femble the Druids, who once prefided in our
iland;

The Purroww has both the legiflative and
executive authority, and, under their fanction,
there i1s a police exercifed, which 1s by no
means contemptible. Every thing belonging
to the Purrow is myfterious and fevere, but,
upon the whole, it has very good effe&s; and
as any man, whether bond or free, who will
fubmit to be initiated into their myfteries, may
be admitted of the Order, 1t is-a kind of
Common-wealth, And, perhaps, few people
enjoy more, fimple, political freedom, than the
inhabitants of Sherbro, belonging to the Pur-
row, (who are not flaves,) further than they.
are bound by their own inftitutions. Private
property 15 tolerably well fecured, and 'nolencc
is much fupprefled. | -

S | The
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The flate of Slavery, among thefe wild bar-
harous people, as we efteem them, 1s ‘much
milder than in our colontes. For as, on the
one hand, they have no land in high cultiva-
tion, like our Weft-India plantations, and
therefore no call for that exceflive, uninter-
mitted labour, which exhaufts our Slaves; fo,
on the other hand, no man is permitted to
draw blood, even from a Slave. If he does,
he 1s liable to a fin& inquifition; for the
Purreww laws will not allow a private indivi-
dual to thed blood. A man may fell his flave,
if he pleafes; but he may not wantonly abufe
“him. The laws likewifc punith fome {pecies
of theft, with flavery ; and 1n cafes of adul-
tery, which are very common, as polygamy 1s
the cuftom of the country, both the woman,
and the man who offends with her, are hable
to be fold for Slaves, unlefs they can:fatisfy
the hufband; or unlefs they are redeemed by -
their friends. -

Among thefe -unenlightened Blacks, it 1s.a
ceneral maxim, thatif a man fteals, or breaks
a1 moveable, asa mufket, for inftance, the of-
fence . may be nearly compenfated, by putting
inother mufket. in its place; but offences,
which canuot be repaired in kind, as adultery,
admit of no fatisfaction, till the injured perfon

E 2 declares,
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declares, that IHe 15 fatished. So that, if 4
rich man feduces the wife of a poor man, f
has 1t in his power to change placcs with him:
for he may fend for every article 1n his Loufe,
one bv one, till he fays, ¢¢ I have enough.”
The onlv alternative, 15 perional {lavery.

I {fuppofe, bribery and influence may haye
their effects m Guinea, as they have mn fome
other countries; but thewr laws, in the mam,
are wiie and good, and, upon the whole, they
have confiderable operation ; and therefore, I
believe, many of the Slaves purchafed m
Sherbro, and probably upon the whole Wind-
ward Coaft, are convicts, who have forfeited
their libertv, by breaking the laws of their
countrv. -

But, I apprehend, that the neighbourhood
ot our ithips, and the defire of our goods, are
motives, which often pufh the rigor of the
laws to an extreme, which would not be ex-
alted, 1f they were left to themfelves,

But Slaves are the ftaple article of the traffic;
and though a confiderable number may have
been born near the fea, I believe the bulk of
them are brought from far. I have reafon {0
think, that fome travel more than a thoufand

milcs;
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miles, before they reach the fea-coaft. Whe-
ther there may be convicts amongft thefe hike-

wife, .or what proportion they may bear to
thofe who are taken prifoners in war, 1t is
impoffible to know.

I judge, the priacipal fource of the Slave
Trade, 1s, the wars which prevail among the

Natives. Sometimes, thefe wars break out
between thofe who live near the fea. The
Enghth, and other Europeans, have been
charged with fomentiig them; 1 believe
(fo far as concerns the Windward Coaft) un-
juftly. That {fome would do i1t, if they could,
I doubt not ; but I do not think they can have

opportunity, Nor 1s it needful they fhould

interfere.  Thoufands, in our own country,

wilh for war, becaufe they fatten upon its
dpoils,

Human natare is much the fame in every
place, and few people will be willing to allow,
that the Negroes in Africa are better than them-
lelves. Suppofing, therefore, they with for
European goods, may not they with to pur-
chafe them from a fhip juft arrived? Of
courie, they muft wifh for Slaves to go to
market with 3 and if they have not Slaves,
and think themfelves ftrong enough to invade

5 their
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their neighbours, they will probably with. {5
war.—And if once they wifh for it, how eafy
1s it to find, or make, pretexts for breaking ap
inconvenient peace; or (after the example of
greater heroes, of Chriftian name) to make
depredations, without condeicending to affigy
any reafons.

I verlly believe, that the far greater part.of
the wars, in Africa, would ceafe ; if the Eu.
ropeans would ceafe to tempt thetn, by offer-
Ing goods for Slaves. And though they-do
not bring legions into the field, their wars are
bloody. 1 believe, the captives reflerved for
fale, are-fewer than the flain,

I have not {ufiicient data to warrant calculs
tion, but, I fuppofe, not lefs than one hundred
thoufand Slaves are exported, annually, from
all parts of Africa, and that more than one
half, of thefe, are exported in Enghth bottoms.

If but an equal number are killed in war,
and if many of thefe wars are kindled by
the incentive of felling their prifoners; what
an annual accumulation of blood mufk there
be, crying againft the nations of Europe con-
cerned in this trade, and particularly againft
our own ! '

I have,
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I have, often, been gravely told, as a proof
that thé Africans, however hardly treated,
Jeferve but little compaffion, that they are a
people {o deftitute of natural affe@ion, that it
is common, among them, for parents to feli
their childten, and children their parents.
And, I think, a charge, of this kind, i
brought againft them, by the refpe&dble au-
thor of Spectacle de /a Nature. But he muft
have been mifinformed. I never heard of one

inftance of either, while I ufed the Coatt.

One article more, upon this head, is Kid-
napping, or {tealing free people. Some people
fuppofe, that the Ship Trade is rather the
flealing, than the buying of Slaves. Bup
there is enough to lay to the charge of the
fhips, without accufing them falfely.  The
flaves, in general, ‘are bought, and paid for.
Sometimes, when goods are lent, or trufted
on fhore, the trader voluntarily leaves a free
perfon, perhaps his own fon, as a boftage, or
pawn, for the payment; and, in cafe of de-
fault, the hoftage is carried off, and fold:
which, however hard upon him, being . in
confequence of a free ftipulation, cannot be
deemed unfair, ‘There have been inflances of
unprincipled Captains, who, at the clofe of
what they fuppofed their laft voyige, and

" when
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when they had no intention of revifiting the
Coaft, have detained, and .carried away, fres

people with them; and left the next fhip,
that thould come from tae {ame.port, to rif

the confequences. But thefe actions, I hope
and believe, are not common.

With regard to the Natives, to fteal a fre
man or woman, and to fell them on board ;
fhip, would, Ithink, be a more difficult, and
more dangerous attempt, in Sherbro, than:i
London. But I have no doubt, that the
traders who come, from the interior parts of
Africa, at a great diftance, find opportunity,
in the courfe of their journéy, to pick up
ftragglers, whom they may meet in-their way.
This branch of oppreflicn, and robbery,
would likewile fail, if the temptation to it
werz removed. | L

I have, to the beft of my knowledge,
pointed out the principal fources, of that im-
menfe {upply of Slaves, which furnithes fo
large an exportation every year, If all that
are taken on board the fhips, were to furvive
the voyage, and be landed in good order, pol-
fibly the Englith, French, and Dutch iflands,
and colonies, would be foon overftocked, and
fewer ih.ps would fail to the Coaft, Duts

. Jargel
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Jarge abate:nent muft be made for mortalxty -

....Aftr:x what I have alre'id/ {id of their treat-
ment, I fhall now, that I am again to confider

them on board the thips, confine myfelf to
this point.

In the Portuguele fhips, which trade from
Brafil to the Gold Coaft and Angola, I believe,
2 heavy mortality is not frequent. The
Slaves bave room, they are not put in irons,
([ fpeak from information only,) and are huq
manely treated.

With our thips, the great obje& is, fo be
full,  'When the thip is there, it 1s thought
defirable, fhe fhould take as many as poflible.
The cargo of a veflel of a Lundred tons, or
little more, 1s calculated to purchafe from
two hundred and twenty to two hundred and
fifty Slaves. Their lodging-rooms below the
deck, which are three, (for the men, the
boys, and the wemen,) betides a place for the
fick, are fometimes more than five feet high,
and fometimes lefs ; and this héight is divided
towards the middle, for the Slaves lie 11 two
rows, onc above the other, on each fide of
the fhip; clofe to each other, like books

upon a thelf, I have kno“n them {o clofe;
3% that
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|
|

that the fhelt would not, eafily, contain gps
morﬂl

And I have known a white man fent down,
among the men, to lay them in thefe rows
to the greateft advantage, lo that as little
fpace as poflible might be loft. Let it be
obferved, that the poor creatures, thus
cramped for want of room, are likewife in
irons, for the moft part both hands and feet, '
and two together, which mckes it difficult
for them to turn or move, to attempt either |
to rife or to lie down, without hurting them.
felves, or each other. Nor is the motion of I;
the fhip, efpecially her heeling, or ftoop on
one fide, when under fail, to be omitted ; for -
this, as they lie athwart, or acrofs the fhip,
adds to the uncomfortablenefs of their lodging,
efpecially to thofe who lie on the leeward, or
keaning, fide of the veflel.

Dire is the tofling, deep the groans,ee—

The heat and the fmell of thefe rooms,
when the weather will not admit of the Slaves

being brought upon deck, and of having
their rooms cleaned every day, would be, al-

moft, infupportable, to a perfon not accul-
3 tomcd
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womed to them. If the Slaves and their rooms
can be conftantly aired, and they are not de-
mined too long on board, perhaps there are
pot many die; but the contrary is often their
lot. They are kept down, by the weather, to
breathe a hot and corrupted air, {fometimes
for a week : this, added to the galling of their
irons, and the defpondency which feizes their
[irits, when thus confined, foon becomes
fata)l.  And every morning, perhaps, more
inftances  than one are found, of the
liing and the dead, like the Captives of
Mezentius, faftened together.

Epidemical fevers and fluxes, which fill
the thip with noifome and noxious effluvia,
often break out, infect the Seamen likewife,
and the Oppreflors, and the Opprefied, fall by
the fame ftroke. I believe, nearly one half of
the Slaves on board, have, fometimes, died ;
and that the lofs of a third part, in thefe cir-
cunftances, 1s not unufual. The thip, in
which I was Mate, left the Coaft with T'wo
Hundred and Eighteen Slaves .on board ; and
though we were not much affected by epide-
mical diforders, I find, by my journal of that.
sojage, (now before me,) that we buried
duty-two on our paflage to South-Carolina,

F 2 exclufive
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exclufive of thole which died before we I
the Coaft, of which I have no account.

I belicve, upon zan average between the
more health 1y, and the more fickly voyages,
and including all contingencies, One Fourth
of the whole purc.lhie may be aliotted to the
article of Mortality.  That s, if the Englify
{hips parc‘laie Sixty Tos:fand Slaves znnually,
upen tire whole extent of the Coaft, the ap.
nual lofs of lives c.nnot be much lefs than

J ; cE’.’Z Tbaz{/}md

I am now to {peck of the {urvivors.—When
the thips make the land, (ufually the Wef-
India 1flands,) and have theiwr port in view,
after having been four, five, fix weeks, ora
longer time, at fea, (which depends much
upon the time that pafies before they can get
into the permanent Trade Winds, which blow
from the North-Eaft and Eaft acrofs the At-
lantic,) then, and not before, they venture to
relez{fe the Men Sleves from their irons. And
then, the {ight of the land, and their freedom
from long and painful confinement, ufually
excite in them a degree of alacrity, and 2
tranfient feeling of joy

The prifoner leaps to lofe his chains.

But,
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Dut, this 1oy 1s fhort-lived indeed. 'The
condition oi the unhappy Slaves is in a conti-
qual progrels from bad to worfe. Their cafe
is truly pitiable, from the moment they are
in a ftate of {lavery, in their own country ;
hut it may be dzemed a f{tate of eafe and li-
berty, compared with their fituation on board
our fhips.

Yet, perhaps, they would with to fpend
the remainder of their days on fhip-board,

could they know, before-hand, the nature of
the fervitnde which awaits them, on fhore;
and that the dreadful hardfhips ard fufferings
they have already endured, would, to the moft
of them, only terminate in exceffive toil,
hunger, and the excruciating tortures of the
cart-whip, inflited at the caprice of an un-
fecling Overfeer, proud of the power allowed
him of punifhing whom, and when, and how
he pleafes,

I hope the Slaves, in our iflands, are better
treated now, than they were, at the time
when I was in the trade. And even then, I
know, there were Slaves, who, under the care
and protection of humane mafters, were, com-
paratively, happy. But I faw and heard

enough
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enough .to fatisty me, that their condttion, i
general, was wretched to the extreme. How.
ever, my ftay in Antigua and St. Chriftopher’s
(the only iflands I vifited) was too fhort, t
qualify me for faying much, from my own
certain knowledge, upon this painful fubjed.
Nor is it needfui :—Enough has been offered
by feveral refpe@able writers, who have had

opportunity of colle¢ting furer, and fuller in-
formation.

One thing I cannot omit, which was told
me by the Gentleman to whom my fhip was
configned, at Antigua, in the year 1751,
and who was, himfelf, a Planter. He faid,
that calculations had been made, with all
poffible exactnefs, to determine which was
the preferable, that is, the more faving me-
thod of managing Slaves :

““ Whether, to appoint them moderate
* work, plenty of provifion, and fuch
“ treatment, as nmught enable them to
‘“ protralt their lives to old age ¢ Or,

‘ By rigoroufly ftraining their ftrength to
¢ the utmoft, with little relaxation,
““ hard fare, and hard ufage, to wear

““ them out before they became ufelefs,
‘“ and
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«« and unable to do fervice; and then,
« to buy new ones, to fill up their
¢ places "

He farther faid, that thefe fkilful calcu-
litors had determined in favour of the latter
mode, as much the cheaper; and that he
could mention feveral eftates, in the ifland of
Antigua, on which, it was feldom known,
thit 2 Slave had lived above nine years -

Ex pede Herculem !

When the Slaves are landed for fale, (for in
the Leeward l{lands ‘they are ufually fold on
fhore,) it may happen, that after a long fe-
paration in different parts of the fhip, when
they are brought together in one place, fome,.
who are nearly related, may recognize each
other. If, upon fuch a meeting, pleafure
fhould be felt, it can be but momentary.
The fele difperfes them wide, to different
parts of the ifland, or to different iflands.
Hofbands and Wives, Parents and Children,
Brothers and Sifters, muft fuddenly part again,
probably to meet no more,

After a careful perufal of what I have
written, weighing every paragraph diftinétly,
I can
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I can find nothing to retract. As it is pot

eafv to write altogether with coolnefs, upon
this bufinefs, and efpccially not eafy to me,
who have formerly been fo deeply engaged
in it; I have been jealous, left the warmth
of imagination might have nfenfibly feduced
me, to aggravate and overcharge {ome of the
horrid features, wiich I have attempted
delineate, of the Afncan Trade. But, upon

a finct review, I am fatished.

I have apprized the reader, that T writ
from memory, after an interval of more tha
thirty years. But at the {ame time, I believe,
many things which I faw, heard and felt,
upon the Coaft of Africa, are {o deeply en-
graven In my memory, that I can hardly
forget, or greatly miftake them, while I am
capable of remembering any thing. I am
certatnly not guilty of wilful mafreprefenta
tion. And, upon the whole, I dare appeil
to the Great Searcher of hearts, in whofe
prefence 1 write, and before whom I, and
my- readers, muft all fhortly appear, that
(with the reftnctions and exceptions I have
made) I have advanced nothing, but what,
to the beft of my judgment and conicience, 1S

™5
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I have
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1 have likewife written without follicitation,
and fimply from the motive I have already
ffigned ; 2 conviGtion, that the fhare 1 have
formerly had in the trade, binds me, in con-
{cience, to throw what hght I am able upon
the fubjelt, now 1t 15 likely to become a point
of Parliamentary inveftigation.

No one can have lefs intereft in 1t, than I
have at'prefent, further than as I am inte-—_
refted by the feelings of humanity, and
a regard for the honor, and welfare of my
country.

Though unwilling to give offence to a fingle
perfon : 1n fuch a caufe, I ought not to be
afrad of offending many, by declaring the
truth. If, indeed, there can be many, whom
even ntereft can prevail upon to contradict
the common {enfe of mankind, by pleading
for a commerce, {o iniquitous, {o cruel, fo .

oppreffive, fo deftrultive, as the African Slave
Trade | 0
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