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LJ f6nowing'is~prefented to the pub-
lic, in compliance with the wiihes of 

many very worthy citizens of ConneCticut. 
They confider every man, as entitled to the 
general benefits of fociety. In particular, 
to the enjoyment of his religion, and the 
right to dirdl: the education of his children . 
The lc:ws have provided for the protection 
of both, but at this moment both are viola-

, ted, to the g~eat difgrace of this State. Ollr 
liberties are falling rapidly. Enemies are 
bufy in undermining the foundations of gene- .' 
ral confidence, public peace, and univeri'al 
good will. 

To efl:abliili public profperity upon the 
bafis of religion, law, and knowled~e) tht 
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reprefenqtives of the people, have t:lkel'l 
,publjc money to build up Yale- College. In 
',compliance with the impor~qr;ity of a few, 
.and the eloquence of Pre.fidem Dwight, <l

~large fum has b~en berroV'led within a ihor~ 
~;period. Notwithfianding this, abufes exi1l: 
jthere, that were never nVJI'!"·f'tmnidable, than 
;i.lnder the prefent adminifhation. We have 

. eight of our fuperior civil magiroatt:s 
n the gcvernment of that infi:itution, but 

have not been able to effeCt a reform~ 
hus the money, honor, felicity, and wiD1(,S 

•• • • 

the State and people at large an: [ported 

It has often been jnaly repeated, that 
ale-College is the property of the State; 

it has been founded. endo\ved, and 
. up ported by the people at large. It is now 
. bforbed into the hands of party: No man 

~old an office of honor or profit in it) 
t fuch as can fubfcribe to the S3.ybrook 

latform; and, that no time or opportuni
• ty may be loft, to make it an engine, by 

hich bigots may uimp over the rights of 
and laws of toleration, it is made 

feparate religious [ociety. ReftriEtions 
lr placed upon the H:udents, which amount 
to prohibiting them, from attending fuch 

congregations in New-H:tven, as pa
c nts, guardians, and pupils defire. 
! ::'!lis!aft on-ence againil: law, juil:icc, pi-
~ . 
• 

• 

. 
• 
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ety, love of tnlth and order, is perfiH:cd in, : 
merely to give an opportunity to the Pre- . 
fident, to fpread the Edwardean tenets, of t 

which his grandfather and Calvin were: 
teachers, that ,his family pride may be ! 
indulged, and his deGre to appear a chal11- i 
pion, and leader in di vinity arid politics. .! 
may be gratified. 

When Yale-College was firfr founded, and 
obtained public money to build it up, at-! 
tempts were made to gain a repeal of the: 
above law, but without ftlCCefs -Not long 
after, an Epifcop:ll Church was founded in 
New-Haven, the fons of the then Epifcopal 
Clergyman, (Mr. Pundtrfon) were fined 
during the whole time of their refidcnce in 
the College, for attending divine fervice 
with their father. 

The prefent w rthy Epifc()pal Clergyman 
in that tcwn, h educated three fans at 
Yale, and they hav been obliged to pafs the 
door of tbe church every Sunday, and go 
to the meeting in College. 

DoCl:. Stiles, partially afhamcd of this, at
tempted to lead thefe young men, to call 
upon him for liberty to attend the church, 
and with mildnefs of addrefs appeared to re
m'ove the impediment.. But, fuch was not 
the DoCtor's intention, for they muft afk Ii. 
berty every Sunday. He did not mean to 
give that generallicenfe, which takes place 

, , 
\ 

I 
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: in every ctl'er Co;h:::c in America. Being 
':once told l y Ih, TUU:'I,:;, tlut tky could 
~'not lawfully rt[trai:1 rhe yuU;lg men, he a'1~ 
;;fwered, that he cared not i",; that, that the 
:~aff was in his bands, and he ,,: :illLi hold 
hit; that they i110uld come and afl<: leave of 
)illim. 
A The fons of m~ny gentlemen have bfen 
}fcnt from the \V d1:- India and !3crnlUda Ii1-
:'1ands to Yale for educltion, witb letters 
·:to merchants of the firfl:: refpdboility in 

, 

ew-Haven, requdl::ing that fuch young 
en might attend the church. This could 

be permitted but once a quarter. 
The fon of an Epifcopal Clergyman) v"a3 
ly placed in that College. Upon his 

ee, DoCt. Stiles was addrdTrd by the 
• 

r, in the moJl refpeElfttl terms, and in-
rmed that this young man \vas direCted by 

im, to attend all the religious exercifes of 
College, in fubordinaticn to thofe of 
church; -that, on Sundays) and the 

afts and Feftivals, this parent expeCted 
his fon would attenG divine fervice with 
Epiicopal. minifter; Dr. Stiles paid no 

. tion to this. After Dr. Dwight haJ 
n fix mon~s in the chair, this p:uent 

.Ie rdfed Gnvernor Wolcott and the Cor
o on or Truftees at Yale, and requefted 

at they would caufe the law to be done 
) and that the young man might attend 
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the church, as the ftatute of the College 
was contrary to the conftitution of the U nit-, 
ed States, to' modern maxims of liberty, 
and the praEtice of other Colleges. U pOll 

this) the Prefident fent his cori1pliments to 
the parent. by the young man, and inform
ed him, that the young man might attend 
the church when he pleafeJ. The Prefident 
was aiked by a written me!fage, for a copy 
of the refolve of the Governor and Trufrees 
upon the letter. His anfwer was, that they 
came to no ref()lve, only declared that there 
was no fuch law as was complained of. The 
Statutes of the College were confulted The 
Profe[for of Natural Philofophy The pre-
lent Epifcopal rnini!ter and his brot . 
veral merchants and lawyers in New-Haven 
and refident graduates were called upon, 
all declared that there was [uch a law. 

Upon the opening of the following 
of the Legiilature, Governors \Voleott 
Trumbull, and Generals Swift and Gro 
nor were vifited by the father, and the abo 
faas accurately !tated. Governor W :ot 
unjolicited promifecl that he would fpeak 
the PreGdent, and that no fuch impedime 
fhould take place in future. As mifinfor 
mation was now circulated by fome fol 
of the College~., and the Legil1ature was' 
femon, obfervations 011 the College, 
.its conftitution and laws, were printed, 

• 
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def the fignature of this pal ent, in the newf-
paper, which were followed by an anony
mOllS fcurrility from one oj the Tutors. The 
father w~s alfo threatened by a rebien, who 
received his information from an intimate 
friend of Prelident Dwight, Profdfor Meigs, 
the Tutors, Mr. Treafurer Hillhoufe, and 
Mr. Sub. Treafurer Goodrich, that he (the 
father) would injure his fon in the College, 
his family, and himfelf, by his zeal and ac
tivity on this [ubject.. 

The Prcfident, followers of the College, 
AfiniJIers meetings, alfo circulated that 
young man had fhewn no difpofition to 

the church. The young man had 
directed by his father upon entering 

College not to meddle with this buGnefs1 

t if unlawful reft-rictions were eftabliih~ 
to [ubmit as patiently as poitble.· " 

the Prefidents were thus obftinate, it 
not proper for a modefr, ingenuous, 

'" le, excellently behaved young man" 
ornament to the College and univerfitlly 

, to excite tumults, to difobcy his 
give offence to the government of 

inHitution, and expo[e himfelf to feveri
. , wbich party rage would gladly bave il'l
. , ed. 
Governors vVolcott and Trumbull, and 

i(lent Dwight, have been addreffed upon 
points; the threatning of the parent 

• 
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a:nJ the imp::achment of the young man, 
. have bet!1 tlated to thofe three gentlemen, 

and to hundreds of our beft citizens in the 
States. 

The immedi:1te directors of the College 
did not relax. The young man determined 
to leave the College ' A book-1tore, the 

'army, and other occupations, alternately 
were the projected objetl:s ot his purfuir. 
The Prefident finding the llerermination of 
the young man was to quit, now ufed the 
arts of flattery and perfuafion .to lead him to 
fray; but it was too late; G,wernor Trum
bull was requdl:ed by the father, to uie his 
influence with the Prefider.t to give 
young m:l.D, a merited certificate of difmii 
fion. This was done in honourable terms' 
for cruelty and bigotry, were alhamed.
The young man has now gone into a forti 
nation, to feek bread, and better tre 

The College adminiftration did not 
in their efforts to injure the father and 
and to deprive him of the means to f )ort 
himfelf, his family and ion. 

The willies o( the ynung man, and 
willies, influence, and authority of both 

. parents, were thus defeated in Ya1e-C 
It was their willi and the defire of m 

. , friends, that the young lTIln fhouU 11, 

com pleated his education in the States. 
This was alfo told at the time to 

, 

., 
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Newbury, and by letter to Gov. Trumbull. 
Thefe filtts are literally true; more cruel 

\ incidents arc ftated by pri vare letters to Dott:. 
Dwight It is not the defign of this publi

I cation to excite pity or indignation.. It is 
to inform the prudent people of the State 
of Connet1icU[ of what tbc), ought to know. 
. This young man is defccnc1ed fi'om a long 
Iill: of anceftors, who have been public be-
neiilcrorg in .their generations. I-Ie afked 
no favors, but upon his own account. 

I Such is the effeCt of ufurration in reli
gion, and the College. Prefident DwiGht. 
is making great fl:rjde~, after ur;iverf.d COll-

I trou] in Connecticut, N" ew-England, and the 
United States, over religious opinions and 
politics. He is infpiring his pupils with 
olitical prejudices againft f<m1e of our beft 
tllow ci[izens, in warm and unbecom ing 
language. He is fee king to eftablifh tht' 
Edwardean fyftem of doctrines and difcil'
line, from pride for his grandfather's (Pre
dent Edwards) talents and fame, while but 
few indeed of that deceafcd gent:fm :tn's 
dependants believe in his tenets. VVith a 
large falary paid from public bounty, he is 
rnaintainfd in his pbCf, and excires and 
perreLtJ;1tes party dtfigns. 

His U nele, Doa:. Edwards of Colebrook, 
retired from public fcenes to his ftcdy,.,i.s 

B 
• 
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writing, printing and growing rich, by po
lemic divinity. 

Thus to gratify two men, vlho are 
prompted by the pride of dticent from 
him, wh()m Dna. Dwight has exalted into 
the Apoftolic chair, in the triumph of infi
delity, are the public money, public peaceJ 

parental authority, the rig::~s of confcience 
and the honor of Religirm, the Nation and 
State degraded. The influence of the cler
gy, their preachings, prayers, monthly and 
quarterly meetings, interference with elec
tions,. recommendations of Candidates for 
civil offices} denunciations of thofe who have 
refifted their difcipline, and ufurpations, are 
employed in this tyranny. 

The diplomas, hooors and employmenrs 
of the College, are alfo devoted to this 

. purpofe. To filence the calls for reforma
tion, and the el1ablifhing of univerfal tole
ration in the College and State. Attempts 
were made in this way taft year ~ to buy off 
Governor Trumbull, General Swift and two 
Bifhops Men whofe duty it is, to proteCt, 
and do honor to religirm and law, who have 
been confpicuous in different public ftatioDS t 

were· thus infulted with alfaults of bribery, 
as Balak attempted to ieduce Balaam to 
curfe Jacob and defy Hi-ael, by the promi
fes, of wealth and preferment. 

The oppreffive laws, which art, war, vi
olence and ftratagem have obtained) are 
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~I'nr:aled, from tIl(' inAuence' of the Ed
:m and Calviniilic party. The ftrides 

dircipline, mii1lons, the Cc.lle-ge, and 
liaed milknium, to g~\in univerljl d(j

inion over tbe cc'nL:i-~lice, call fin vigil
among ruler~ Ex. people, aIllong all gvod 

(hrifhan~ and gCl1ui:'e patriuts. 
l.egilhtllrcs and Coures have ,been d(g:'~

dcc!· -The puhlic has been ddrJucied, :lfjd 
p()vcriillC'd by parry. Ivltl1 Lave b,cn 

raggtrl to pril;.n, and their pr(Jpcrty LU 
'" 'u'olic auEtion, to maintain i}ln.cm~ (,fLith 

difi.'ipl'ine, which they ntitbLf bdie\'e 
":' follow. " 
In no period fince the planting d Con

ntEticut, did bigotry llfllrp I11"re ever nth
, than at this time, in cvn}' cGunLY, 
n, parifh and neighbortJO.od; an.J chic'f

y, from the doings of the College 8:Jd (Ipin
'ons circulated from thencc·. The Preftc:tnt 
. attempting to liird1: all the public a1J'airs, 
(illil, ecclefiallical, literary, military, anu 
political. 

, , , 

Dr. Stiles was a bigot, active, obItinate, 
and perftvering; but Dr. Dwight's little 
finger, will be greater than Dr. Stiles'~ 
hins. Dr. Stiles cllalliicd with the wh i ps l;
i'ermons, and letters upon politics But D:'. 

'ght w~ll fcourge with the fcorpinns of 
alvinifm and EdwardeaniJin, the fcorpi

or.s of polemic divinity, party politics, po-

, 
, 

i , 

, 
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('try, £'ltlrical writings, the Triumph 
Infidelity, and the prejudices circulated 
young men and young di vines taught by , 

,The Edwardtans have always fought 
gam fway through the Colleges. They 
gan in New-J triey immediately after t 

Pre-fide-nt's death of that name. 
Witherfpoon and Smith hunted the iy "', 
cut, after it had [pre ad hom thence 
every part of the country . 

Danmomh College took it lip, and 
fident Edwards on the Will, was itlldied 
a dame, until the:: young men tbemfel 
made war upon it, and burned the bo 
It is however, faid to be refrored, to 
Mr. Niles of Vermont. 

At vVilliamfrown, Dr. \\Tefr illl 
Mr. Hopkins's Body of Divinity as a cl,,, 
but Mr. Sedgwick's refolution obtained 
vote to exclude it, mueh to the difappoi 
ment of Dr. Weft and his party, but to 
honor of Mr. Sedgwick, and the 
and profperity of the College and nei 
• wg tow::s. 

At Y <tIe-College, Edwardeanifm has 
but inconGderabie progrefs hitherto. It 
ever rears its head, and is growing into' 
ponance under the direCtion of Dr. Dw' 
That z~'ll for truth, which would i ,. 
a favourite fyftem fi'om pride of anee 
woulJ not abandon the living offour hundre, 
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pounds per annum, for the fake of propaga-
, ' 

t1Ilg it. 
A love of fame, a defire to controu! the 

confciences of others, anJ to gain meney, 
by pubJilhing favourite productions, appear 
to have had too great a {hare in propagating 
Calvinifm, and all its fubdiviGons, :ll1d the 
varied forms befi:owed lipan it, by bnciful 
men. 

The ftudents, their parents and guardians, 
have often fought to obtain a releafi: fi'om the 
contrGul of bigotry, and pnlemic divinicy; 
but the clergy have rouied and united in 
nrery form, to oppore alteraticns. Severity, 
neglect, and expuJionJ have often bc.:'n the 

tion of youn?, meil, exceeded by none in 
colleges for tal:"nts, literature, and morals. 

The ftudents at this time, in every New
College, fee in fame degree, the 

of a party to make them the dupes 
ambition and bigotry, but the influence of 
clergy over Cclleges, & fchools, & many 

, magi!1:rates, damps that ardor & love of . 
~;der & their country, whiCh their own go~d 
lenfe already fees to be in danger. . 

Thofe who have held offices of honor and 
profit in this nation, during the revolution, 
lnd in'the army, are intimidaced. They 
will confefs faCts, acknowledge that oppref
UOIlS exift, and yet dare not attempt a manly 
[orreCtion of fuch evils. 

• 
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Thus, are we difhonored and difturbed 
in every direction. At this time, Connec
ticut is more completely under the admini
ftration of a Pope than Italy.: Is mllre an 
ecclefiaftical dominion. In n:) part, of COUll

tries at this time undn the alminifuation 
the clergy of the church of Rome, is the 
kingJoll1 of Chrifl perverted f() much to a 
kingdom of this world, as in ConneCticut. 

Preficlent Dwight, eleEted by eccldlal1' 
who maintain their own fuccefilon, and 
obeoience to no authority on earth, w 
controuI the votes of eigl{t of our firfl: ci 
magiftrates, in an inftitution where the 
neral opinion and fentiment are formed l1'V 

all fu~jeEts, is a more formidable 
than the Pope of Rome. 

Conftitutionally zealous, obftinatc, b110 
ready at inventing, unalterable; ,a eli . 
a poet, eloquent, talkative, and u tel 

he wants all the meeknefs, patience, 
lance, nnd fuperintendance of the peo 

• to keep within due bounds. Had he 
,as well acquainted with taCtics, a~ fome 
the clergy, we 010uld foon have him 
to propagate the faith of his grandfather 
the power of the [word. 

. Deficient in this, he lIfes the more form 
dable, effectual, and ofFenf1ve weapons, 
fermons and prayers, preached and p 
at his hearers, or in converfatioI1 obliq 

'. 
, 
• • 
• 
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O!llpany, and neighbours, who dare think 
'nt! (peak their own fentiments. 

llarty men have generally fought, by art, 
J obtain the powerful engine of the edllca
en of YOllth, into their hands. The Jefuits· 
ade themfelves obnoxious to the nations 
f Europr in this way. The Calvinifis in 

va, Scotland, New-England, and the 
nited States, are {hiving to monopoli7.e· 

bunners to themfelves. While they 
openly infpired the people with a de

after knowledge, as the foundation of 
·"prnnlent, they have affidooufly endea

to become the teachers, that thty 
cantraul government, throug~ the in

ity of their pupils,' who may ob
public places in any kind, and of every 

he kingdom of Chrifr is not a kingdom 
this. world. The cOhiHwtion of thefe 
rf~, fecures univerfal proteetion in reli

; but peace and happinef:) will never 
'fh in either church of frate, as long as 

I' colleges are under the controlll of the
",,' iftic party, '<1 party of modern date, 

'nate, ambitious, fdfifh, and und:mnt
; prompted by love of fame, to counte-
.L divifions and tyranny in religion and . , 
t1 cs. 

The r.rroneOl1S opinions of this party, 
. zeal againft the church of Rome, and 

• 
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fanatical h0pe, to have the [way in the Stdte 
have brc,ught us into our prelent con[uhOl1s , 
with the mtions of Europe. Implacable) 
like their prophet Calvin, to the church 
Rome, they have ever taught, that file' 
anti-chri:l, the beafr of the reve1ationo, 
Baby1cn, t:11t is to be ddhoyed. Fix' 
this, as a principal article in their c 
they have blJilt their fllperflrwl:ure upon it 
and whenever dee church of Rome has 
aif'ulted, l~irrrentd, and convulfed, 
have bU'lyd themfelve:s up with new,,, 
taught their flocks to expeCt the millen' 
and wonderful events in favor of C:lvi 'lIT 

As often have ti.ey been foiled. Such 
the rvil:em taught thirty years before the 
revoluti'ln in America. Such were the 
timents lately' [cattered from the 
Upon thi, falfe opinion, they built 
pn'phecies and prediaior,s. They 
civic feafts and rejoicings, until the hvc 
of France, the caution of Britain, and 
revenQ;t' of both, were turned upon us. 
ifilJC is. difrrefs in the midft of our -
and conncils. The milknium has not 
vcd. Folly and. fanaticifm are foiled; 
we are in difhefs. Deifm has fpread 
Calvinifm cannot check it. It is its rpr 

and prererver. 
The writings of Price, Prieftley, 

don, Linn, Auftin, Edwards, Hopkins 

, 

, 
• 
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ight,have talight this obnoxious orinion, 
e zeal, prayers, and other eftims of the 

, have been devoted to accomplifh a 
rp'Tn Ult' in France; as a prelude to a re-

, n in church and Hate in America, 
: 'eh would reduce this nation to Calvinif
, Popery, When the prefent Prefidellt of 
ale would extend his foftering wings over 

and Edwardeanifm fpread tar and wide. 
all muft bow to the idols of gold, 

polemic divinity .. Happy for us, the 
of miracles has ceafed i and the clergy 

this time have not one to pretent bd(xe 
to blind our tyes. Happy at inventing 
legends when war rage,s, we. are yet in 

:e, and no [nch impofitions cm be at
ted, as may make us fuperftitionQy be
that the Lord loves war; or will turn 
over~urn untiL Edwardeans rule and 
to pleafe Dr; Dwight. 

his learned gtntleman ufed) during the 
, war, to confers in his public pr:lyers, 
, we had fold our brethren for mOI1{::}" 

. the poor fBI' a pair of fhoes. H'i5. he 
thofe opinions whkh will ever end 

opprefEon of the .poor, and diil:refs to na-
• 

The objeLtions·againft rhe prefc'nt govern
and e:{tablillm'lenr cf che college, ard 

a feperate rcdigious. foE' icty, and tnt b.W 
. 'g. itudents on. Sundays" to tl~e exer, 
of the chapel, are, C 

, 



, 

, 

( 17 ) 

, 
, 

1ft. Th1t Religion, and the Slbbath, ar: 
riervertell by the Prefident and Tutor", 
party purpores, in religion and politics. S 

2d. That the creeds and devotions '. 
the coHcgc, are not adopted for truth an 
propriety, by any denomination or proftJli' 5 
chrifl:ians, even the Congregationalil1s 
[elves. 

3d. That thereby feuds arife, and are 1 

petuated during life, among th~ 
thcmfdves, and the fmdents and infCruu 

4th. That the right of parents to 'po 

their children, the ftatutes aOll orllinan 
of heaven, during their minority, are 
trampled upon, and from hence they 
into irreligion, deifm, and oppoGtion 
chriftianity; and parental authority is f)urr! 
ed at, on the part of the clergy and Co 

5th. That great expence and di~ "r 

arife, from the various champions and '"' 
ties among the Congregationalifrs, who 
at contention about the government of 
College. 

6th. That the Leginature has, and' cc 
ftantly does, violate the confci ttltion 
taking money out of the public treafury 
party purpofes. 

7tb. That the honour of the clergy 
College, and the confidence of the 
in them are degraded, when religion 
learning. are pretexts to obtain 
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Olley, and to indulge. the ambition and 
efs of party men. 

Sth. That the dignity of the State and its 
r, is Jdlened tbroughout the United 

by thefe means. 
9tb. That the public wii11es are defeated, 

the lofs of ftudenrs in con[eqt;ence of 
laws and llClges. 

Ietb. TI13.t it is evident, that the prefent 
, ~lors <,nd the ckrgy, wifh,to place im-, 
'ments in this wa:', '~g;l:r.fD the llniveri::tl. 

llcmination of knO\'iktL.>:(', 2.nd wouL! de-
", 

other denominations (10m the privilege 
" • lIe I' }", cultivating t,l\' talents 01 t.1Clr ( l)l:uren, 
they E1ilY fall a prey to ldurpati()n and 

': tual tyrannv, without the ability to dt-, , , 

them/elves, their C~mi!it's, and COUll-

') by their \vilaom ,and learning. 
lllh. That the abetors of"thtfe laws on the 
" of the bity, are not karned themfelvt:'s, 

are not patrons cf univerfal toleration, 
C'Ountt"nanee thefe (;pprelIions to [ecure 

'r {Jwn tlections. 
11th. Th,lt in this way, fanaticifm, in

:lllce, "nel dei fl11 are perpetuated in tCiC 
of Connecticut. 

l31b. That the College is the property of 
State, that the clergy have no claims in 

, rquity, honor, prudence, or policy to 
it, but the reverfe. 

LJ b. That as tlie Coliege has been and 
, 

• 

, 

, 
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know adminiftered, the Prefident 
the direEtor of religion, learning and politi 
and has and exercifes a controul over 
and elections; which is abfurd, ufurping, 
rannical, and degrading to our civil ma . 
trates and the conftiti.ltion. 
. I Slh. That the confidence of the c' . 

in each other, and uRity of heart 
chriftians, are defeated, by the p 
of the Prefidenr, Tutors, and directors 
that infti tution. 

16tb. That it is made an engine to 
mot-e bigotry, and lpiritual tyranny. 

17th. That honours, and other exc' 
ments to obtain knowledge, to cultivate 
lents, perf(mn the duties of patriotifm, 
to dcJerve well of our country are 
ed, while men of inferior merit are 
to fofter a party. 

No chriitian Stlte of equal numbers, 
fubmittcd to heavier burdens in fllpport' 
its clerby than ConnrEticllt. 

A good {oil, economical h~bits, and' 
(]uftry, have furmounted many evils, . 
would have rcfulted from the mode, 
which the people have been impo . 
by means of the clerp;y. 

The wars and commotions they have 
• 

cited, are but a 1l11all part of the 
that have {'allen upon the people, from I 

projc:Ets of their mil:~fcers. Large [urns' 

• -
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ftandy paid as ff.ttlements, which be-
:or the property of the minifters, and 
able them to extend their purchafes to the 
riching of themfelves and their families. 
The clergy pay no taxes, and by collu~ 

have aif() exempted the real efbtes of 
ir fons from taxation. They have an

h1laries and perquifites, which give not 
y a competency) but independence and 

of/- nee. All of which is colleCted from 
. fweat of the people and their labors. 
But this alfo is a finall part of the bur

laid by the clergy. The expence 
Of'· in the Legifiarure, to which ap
are made as to an ecclciiaitical court. 
trials in the law courts, the uJ'urpa

tions, . councils, minifters meetings, and oe
nal callings off from labor, to elect, 

:or te. with, and gratify the clergy, en-
e . the enormOllS fum. Indeed the 

ft part of the expence incurred in 
net1:icut is from the projeCts of the 

'r, • The expence of the civil lift is 
. In addition to all this no State 

lefs permanent property for the fupport 
religion. 
The art of the clergy has evcr bern fuc
l~ful1y played upon the credulous and UD

Clamour againft eftabJifhments, has 
en improved, to prevent the accumulation 
durable funds, and the depoflt of pwr,,~-
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nent property. Sacrilege has been confidered 
as no crime, and in mofr places where parifn 
property has been referved in houles ani 
lands, the clergy hay~ had the fuccefs t') 

obtain them as their property in fee. While 
they have [)ught, in every mode to g.lin 
propeny, inf1u:nce, and confequence f;)r 
themfel ves, they have with eq ual zeal, t1rove 
t) f,)il the willies of other denominat;ons, to 
en.joy their religion. 

Tl1~ fl vorite plans of hte years are two, 
dif:inline and millions. , . 

A difcipline, by which, f()r real or fup-
p.n[ec1 ofFences, the people may be called be· 
f)re the minifters, and their a-1~lerents, and 
be tried, judged, and cenfured, as whim 
and ca;Jrice may diCl::lte. The wea~~, cre
d.ulous, and unforgiving, h:lve improved this 
as a m::an to reak revtnge, where good ienfe 
and the civil hw would not interfere. The 
clergy l1lve expeCted tJ gain Greater powel. 
over· tender conrciences, and by nun~bers 

luve often 1e,1 t': the violation of n'el'V rub-, 
fbntial right. fvltl1 have been co.nciemncd 
ll:.hclrd for fuppofcd oB.:enc(~. Llpi~~ of 
ti:ne, rern·wal to other town:;, :l'lcl deno!l:ina
tion~) !nve not L::recned them from JiJ::iplint', 
0' •• 1 or' 1 
l'l ex':ommU!1lcatlOl1; uat mortln.catiOll, am 
". I' ,,'(·'1 
lDjUnts mw oVCl"tcl ~e tt1em, arn tnelr r~:ml-' - . 
lies, for darinp" to doubt tile ir):Jwer, pm-

,") 

, ..... [ • ." ...... ' If' ,n. ...... l ..... fl." •. d j ·01 fl·· _,l.t, :1... W, ... )m 0 t,,~ ldlll:'l~J~. 



• 

• 

( 12 ) 
. 

Millions have been projeCted, and mo
"1T colleCted to fupport them, which have 
~n fruitlefs, offenfive, and dangerous.-·~ 
cir object is to extend the Calvinif1:ic 

. and difcipline, to controul Colle
and {ebools, and to confederate the 

",,,vinillic cbgy, as a body formidable to 
r chriftian focieti'es. 

Thefe abufes of liberty, toleration, go
rnment, peace, and religion, are thus 

I lilmarily D~attd, that the people may be
them in a compendious form. They 

have appeared in a large work, but 
\Va:; intended to give an opportunity t~) 
, to become poifdfed of thefe faas, in 
cheap and clear a form as poffiGle. 
If upon a candid review of all that is now 
. ll, more fhould be thought needful in 
J\Jf, it fhall be prefented. Enollgh ap

now, to lead every honell: man, good 
. !1:ian, and good citizen, to call upon 
clergy, and rulers, and to learn whether 

things are fo. If upon examination 
i110uld appear as truths, the Legiflature 

hilt it retains the femblance oC power, 
t to be petitioned for a redrefs of 

I,' vances, for a law enafted wifely and 
llJentiy, by which Yale-College may no 
ger be the engine of party, to fpread 

and divifions. That Popery may not 
,tene: oycr ruler~ and people, but that the 
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kinrydom . 'of Chrifl:, which ii not of thii 
:':'0 rl d, may come, and fpread truth, peace, 
.lIght, liberty, and love among \.15. 
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