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Tuere are none who deny that slavery, in some way,
and In some sense, is the prineipal cause of our civil
war,  For they who—abroad or at home—allege that
it is caused by the actual and profound diversity between
the two sections of the country a3 to their interests, then
habits, and their character, o not deny that this diversity
springs mainly from the existence of slavery in one only
of the parties,  And they who account for it by the angry
and persistent vehemence of abolitionism, will not deny
that if there were no slavery to e abolished there coulil
be no abobtionism. It is not however worth while to
nse many words in proving a fact, which the map of our
country demonstrates.

But if it be certain that slavery in some way is the
central cause of the civil wary it i3 by no means cerfain
how, or why, this cause has produced this effect, 1f 1
ofter {or consideration the views I hold on this ﬂubiec*t
it is because in this conntry public opinion I8 a sovercign
power, and the humblest effort to introduce into this
opinion what seems to the offerer an element of trath,
may at least be pardoned.

What then is Slavery? Its foundation is the power
of controlling any man without his consent and concur-
venee. The nbrolute owuership by one man of another
man a3 it exists at the South, is only the perfection
aud consummation of this prineiple. There are cascs
where immaturity demands suidance, or crime deserves
punishment. Putting these cases amdi wherever this
principle exists und ﬁpc‘*rmvm and 1 whatever degree it
exista, there is that which may be called the essence of
't:lnwry We are nccustomed to confine the name to
abselute ownership,  Nor do I insist that the use of the
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word slavery should Le extended, if only I am understood
s believing that thig relation of man fo man is but the
completion of & relation which exists in a grenfer or a
less degree when any man possesses the :rrht to coerce
*motlwr mto Iabor for lus benefit, without tlu:: consent of
thot other,

It might reom that this is, in some sort, the condition
of all men; for even in this busy land, few work except-
ing beeause they must, DBut, if we take an cxtreme
case, 1L 18 one thing to he alde to say to a man, Work for
me on the terms which I offer, or starve, leaving it to him
to starve if he chooses, and a very different thmm to have
the right to say to him, Work for me on my terms or 1o
twvw beeause I command you.  These two things differ
in essence ; they are as different, as rmu-—ahwery and
slavery. The phrase in our Coustitution, * held to labor,”
marks the distinetion between one wha i3 held to hzbm*,
and one who is persneded or induced to Iahor. This
phrase is, as it was itended to bey an exact definition of
it slave,

It happens that these words present this idea to any
reader for the first time, it may seem to him visionary, un-
real, and unpractical, And certainly such an iden as that
f iogxnl right of thus compelling service s itsell a wrong,
searveely tmatml upon earth until a few generations ago.
I it existed in some minds, and was uttered by some
volces, 1t had nowhere prevalence or recoguilion, .And
to-day it can hardly be said to have fiehmm eXPpression
and ackuowledged truth in the oll world,  All class-right
is, to some extent, opposed to it; and indeed is fouuded
upon s opposite.  And yet, history, if we permit it to
throw the light of the past upon the present, may teach
ug that mankind in all its progress, has been mmtanﬂy el
vancing towards this end, fowards the hberation of the hu-
man mind from the timught, and of the human heart from
the desire, of standing over o brother-man as his master and
his owner, And a reason why that goodness which has
ever Jed aud watched the advancing footsteps of our race
has guided them m this divection, is, that in proportion as
the thought and desire of ruling over our brother pass

QLWHY, ﬂw} are replaced by the thmxglz* and the desire of
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standing by his side and working with him for a commou
zond,

Let us cast a glance—a very brief and rapid glance—
at the past, Begmuing where history beging, we sce
nngqualificd and unquestioned despotism { now good and
now evil, utterly diverse in character and influence, but
always unquestioned, and unimpeded, ‘This was and is
the Oriental idea of covernment 3 Gibbon remarks that
Fastern languages hnve nn swor rds to express any other
made of government. At length Greece avose, aned under

the le fulnw of Alexander, mnqm*mi it was the con-
quest of Iwmpa over Asia: of a Europesa way of think-
g over Oriental thought ; it was a =tep away from the
Oriental idea that elmpnmm was the only comizable form
of government,

In Gresee aud Rome, whatever were the abuses of
certam ages, there was always the pretence, and often the
reality of roverming by law,  Aud then the feudal system
ndvanced so fur as to give every man his plice.  For it
guve 1o every man his rights, such as they were, and to
no man the right of absorbing all other rights into his
own. The fendal system had serfs, but not slaves.

The feudal system grew, fourished, decayed, and is
passing away. A step further forward was possible ;
but not. pﬂwihl(‘ in Burepe.  Ages whieh had greatly
varted the mstitutions of feud: tlmn. had indurated them
and the system of thought and feeling adapted to them;
and eclothed them all mi!a steel, more nﬂ;mm: trable tlmu
the mail her warriors once wore.  Not in Furope eould
the next step be taken—anud Ameriea wag discovered,
Aud in or near the same age came the great discovery
of muupowder, which has made it impossible that the
scenes Iroissart so loves to paint, where a foew mailed
kuizhts routed and slagehtered at their pleasure mobs of
peasantry, should ever be repeated. And the compass
which led Coltnnbus to Ameriea was given ag the means
of a commerce which has already hwfuu s work of
binding the nations into unity. And the press was CIven,
to give wings to thought,  And all these discoveries
were gifts of the same wm::dnma and were given for the
same end, as that for which America was discovered and

1e
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peopled.  This end was—-tno oxpress it in the fewest
words—that consent might tuke the place of compulsion,
in all the ranks and regions and work of human society.

To this end this nation was planted in the home made
ready for it; fostered until it was rendy to live in
xml(*]mmlc,ucc,, und then gifted with independence. It
wiy rendy for nntmuuht}, and beeame o pation.  And
then came the groat Amcrwnn Invention—greater in
worth, it wisdom, and in its beneficent sfluence over the
whole future, than all those 1 have above enumerated ;
the invention of a Coustitution,

The word is not a new one. It was applied to politieal
institutions before we used ity and 18 now g0 applied else-
where,  But, in ity Amwwmt sense, and 1 its purpose
and is work, a Constittion had no existence, until it
was ealled into being for our needs; and our wnaﬂ callod
into being by the progress of humanty, aud ﬁ)l that
Progress,

[t would of course be diffieult, or rather, impossible, 1
aive here o full exposition of the grounds on which an (:spm-
ion rests, thit may seem to m:mv, extravagant., Thos will
ot be attempted.  But some ilustration of it may be
derived from a comparison between the uational fechng
in this country, and that in Burope, on one point; it 1s,
the loyalty of the nation,

There are those whoe think this wm*d vightly used in
Furope, with an exact and definite sense; but that here it
can only be used ma kind of lﬁrmum ¢ Or rlwtm*md sense.
I think otherwise. Loyalty is cverywhere a supreme
political virtue; if it can have no existence Here, we are
most uuif,,m,.txtmte. If there be only one form of govern-
ment i which 11 can exist, the sooner that form  of
sovernment becomes ours, the better for us and for our
children,

The word lf‘!&'nl i the Inelish form of the latin lt*f}ml!&*
The feudal vassal, of every muh was sworn to be fidelis
el legalisy or hmhiul and loyal, to his superior.  Legalis
is the adjective form of the kulmtmmw& lex, law, The
oath then was that he would in good faith ackunowledge
nud defend all the rights which the law aave to his
superior, and obey all the commands which the law
anthorized,
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This 1s the original idea, or the abstract idea, of loyalty.
It perhaps never entered into the minds of the masses,
and at all events 1t soon tock the torm of personal
loyalty, Nor is it difficult to see how this occurred and
why it was well that it should ocenr.

The worst thing which can befall a man ig to be
delivered up to the uncheked dominion of his own self-
hood, before that seif-hood is raised and regenerated inte
the pemeptir}‘n and the love of riGirr.  * Lord of himself,
a heritage off woe,” he cannot thien but abuse he mastery
he possesses, to his own destruction.  Bat when he is
prepared voluntarily to submit himself to the law of

right, and lets this law ripen into a love for his neigh-
bor and his neighhor's rights, then a relief from exter-
nal compulsion is the best thing which ean happeun.
Ihﬁr?fnm, that Divine Providence, which by the neces-
sity of an infinite goodness h(‘t:ivi always the hizhest
zaod, is ever watehful to advance as far g may be the
preparation of man for this gift, and to tmn i a3 he I8
prepared, and to withhold it in the degree in which he s
not preparved.  Detween God and man, ax between man
and mai, CONSENT i3 better than compruLstoN, and all
progress 15 from compulsion to consent.

But the ehild 1 pecessarily subject to coercion, beeause
necessartly immature, and anready for self~control.  Andin
the earliest nations which history tells us of, in the childhood
of man, this immaturity was universal, :‘nu’l so complate
that nniversal despotism was neeessary, and permitted.  As
the necessity grew less, despotism was modified 3 but
the old world, we hiave no evidence yet, that the people are
prepared for a safe deliverance from a controlling POWer,
The time may come, possibly it may be near, but it has
net come yef, The common plmm‘ “ e, M the LN TINE
of God,” is not without its meaning and its truth, 1t i
of the grace, or mercy of Gud, that kings are given to
those who need kings.

We see the mastery of the father over the child, made
tender and useful by the parental love which the Father
of us all awakens in all at the Lirth of the ehild,  And
80 where 1t is necessary for a people to have a king, or per-
sonal sovereign, governing in his own right, it is as neces-

rrrrr
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sary and useful that there exist among the people a strong
sense of personal loyalty.  And it exisis in Furope,
Wenkened certainly, passing away possibly, but it iuw
hot yet passed saway.

Al to what can we be loyal?  Let me ask another
question, to what arve they in Eagland—to take England
for onr ilusteation—to what arve they Joyal? To “their

(ueen.  No oune who has been thare, or has listened to

the deseription of  what they saw mul heasd who have
BHIER! *hm*t ean doubt that thers is—nhut wrvwlu,,rvmhut
in vast masses of the Bnglish people, an inrense teeling of
loyalty to their Queen. A lovalty whish would stir their
hearts to their tl{‘*pﬂn ad arm “their hands with every
weapon they could grasp in her defence.  And what i3
their Quesn? A '-:vm!ml and n personification of all law-
ful anthority.  In the theory of their law, she is its
conree 3 the judees of the law are her reproseutatives, the
ministers of the law her servants, - She is their personal
sovereign 3 and she impersonates the sovereignty of the
state 3 the preservation of all order; and the protection of
all property, all tndustry, all prosper m.

I do not suppose that in all men’s : minds there is o de-
finite intellectual apprehension of this fact, or that snch
idens are recornized by them as the foundation of their
loyalty,  But in many minds these ideas exist, and m
more hearts this feeling wonld have power.  Let there he
a threat to-morrow of an uprising which should shatter
the throne, ad multitudes of the Fnglish—great multi-
fitides—1  know not how many, 1 do not even assert,
althoueh 1 believe a great majority of the nelish, wrmld
feel that it the tln*mm went down, rwuhmnm mmuhmu,
confliet and distress would il the land, For they would
{eel that if the throue went down, there would go down
with it, for them, the fomriation of all law, au:} all s¢-
curity for grder or for property.

But what have we to be loval to 7 No personal sover-
eign, reiguing in his own nfrht What thea have we ?

When our fathers hent to the work of aiving form and
order to our nationality, they did not hz‘*;.:m with the g
lmmtmmt of a personal sovercign; but with something
very aifferent,  They selected those whom they leught
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their best and wisest, and commissioned them to eoufer
together and discover the fundamental rights for which all
Iaw exists, und which nnderlie and sustain and promote
all social good ; aud the orineiples from which theso
rights forever flow.  And then to devise the best forms
and rules for a covernment which should forever acknowl-
cdge and secnre these vights by o constant observance of
hese principles.  Aund the fubric in which all this is con-
tained and expressed and defined, they ealled o Constitu-
tvon.  Phere it stond, the ehild of their own will
Embodying the hest wisdom they had ; and resting on the
eonsent of all.  There it stood, and thank God there it
sianda, And this substitution of s written Constifution,
so ereated, and o founded, is,in my most profound hehief,
the groatest pﬁx!i!l(“d step ever vet G aken in human -
aress, and a step which He who loves us iufinitely will
never permit to be reteneted,

We live tn the beginning of an age, of whieh the
characteristie, politieally, will be constitntional republican
eovernment,  We are only at #ts beginmng ¢ and already
discern questions we kuow not how 1o solve, dilliculties we
know not how to meet, mschiefs we Rmm* not hosw to
prevent.  More, very many more, will entne up as time
rolls on.  But this age, like every other of those o his-
tory, will ifrmlnuihm;n‘"’haps slowly nud through much
error and misoriune —- develop itself” into the forms best
adapted for the fullest operation of its dominant prineciple,
Anud that prmmple 18 and will remain, the substitution ol
Cousent for Compulsion.

Let me go buek again to England for a moment.  Let
us compure English kmul!y with our own, as 10 it grounds
and its rensonableness. They are loyal to their sover-

eign.  Vietoria, as queen, as mother, and as matron,
commands the respeet of all in Amerien. When her son
was here, nothing struck me more, and 1 may say nothing
touched me more, than the way in which that feeling was
expressed. It seemed as if we felt that the exeellence of

Foanglish matronbood sat, in her person, on the throne of

n"hmd Not a word would [ say, not a feeling have [
whieh would stigrrest o word 1n derogution” of his ac-
kuow tedgment., Bm she must die. Her son, whatever
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may be hoped of him, has as yet only ziven a pmmwe of
excellence. e too must die.” And the lives of his sue-
cessors must be subject to vieissitudes, of which history,

and none more plainly than the History of England, tells
thee sad tale.  When Vietorin’s  unele, (wnrf‘m IV oo S0t
on the throne, the loyalty of England was s!uwku} and
almost Killed, by his sx*wl\m!nw.%, and selfishness, mnl the
nneoncenied inulrwsh of his life and character. When
such another sits there, that loyalty may have a deeper,
even a fatal wound, ‘o such chances uud such perils
the personal loyaliy of England must submit,

And tlu"nu"h all these uﬂ'{h---l[ we do not prove un-
worthy of so great a l:lm,mauwu-——“ i stand our Constitution.
\u!.. 1= some i Furope who ape*:k of 1t suppose, beeause it
15 fixed and erystailized into forms which may be broken
but  cannot ('lumffu. The exact opposite of this is the
truth. It is o living organism. I invifes aud provides
for chanre, It dmqu all changes, i all time, which
shall make it ever more able to perform ifs great func.
tions,  But it carefully provides that these t*hmwea shall
come only as a common demand, shall be matured by
common dehiberntion, and rest on a eommon consent
common, not wversul, for that it iz too wise to demand,

‘That it must be fur casier to be loval when the objeet of
our loyally s a person, is certain. It mnst he o preal re-
et to the human mimd, i a eertain condtion, 1o have
thoze priveiples of  orxder, law, and wicur, to which
loyalty is due, impersonated in one who ean be recoized
nied approached.  But the providence of God, as it is
manfested i the progress of lmm.tmh" secks to bt the
husan mind above the coudition in which it reipuires tns
relief, this assistance. And the zreat question for us this
day, 18, whether the Ameriean mind and character arve
hfted to the height of our awn instituticns,  Ift got, we
need, and i we need we shall hav ¢y 1 lumtn

llu, very foundation of our existence ns a nation is
mutual desire, common consent. It has been too litle
noticed, that this nation stands alone on ecarth in one
characteristic. What other great nation exists, or ever
has existed, from the days of Nimrod the hunter of ‘men,
to this day, which did not acquire its growth and more or
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less of i1ts dominion, by conquest, by compulsion 7 Various
have been the forms and modes of this compulsion ; but,
i some form, it has existed everywhere. Our nation
alone was formed without one atom of this element.
And if Texas and California scem to have been added by
conquest, it was perhaps the introduction of a new ele-
ment ; aud it was, at all events, the conquest of the land
only, fmd not of the neople 3 and when the sparse popula-
tion we found there grew into a suflicient magnitude, it
wasg at their own requeﬂt that they were admitted to an
equal share of all our rights, all our advantages, all our
sovercignty. The idea of conquest and subjugation scems
to me utterly foreign to the nature and working aund life
of our political institutions.

But it may be asked how can we compel the rebels
to return within the Union, without conquest and subjuga-
tion. What right have we to compel them at all, if the
very essential characteristic of our institutions is consent,
istead of compulsion.

Before a government can be carried on upon the prin-
ciple of consent, 1t must be clearly and practically
understood, that consent is perfectly consistent with con-
{ract, and thu obligations springing {rom contract.

As I have alrmuiv sitiedy I believe an immense step was
tuken in the progress of our race, by the establishment of
our nattmmhtj, because this nmwtmhw 15 {ounded upon
the. privciple of consent, aud ali our wstitutions amd laws
and usages must rest upon consend,

I now say, that consent means nothing until something
is consented to; or, in other words, wmctl:mg IS nere ed
upon ; or, 1%;‘_3;&511.; consent comes to effect and actual
exiztence, when there are agreements, made by and
between consenting  parties; muude with their consent
and concurrence.  Aud then a nationnlity founded upon
consent, must have as s very essenee, the right and the
power of enforeing agreements, or contraets, made by the
consent of the parties.

For example.  No mau in Massachusetts 1s obhged to
buy or to sell anything excepting at his own pleasure and
by his own free chotce.  But if he conseats to buy or o
kcll, and makes an agrcement to that etlect, then he i3
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held absolutely, and 1f need be coercively, to his obliga-
tion ; that is, to deliver what he sells when he s paid, or
to pay for Mmt he buys.

It must be perfectly obvious, that national institutions
cunnot be founded upon and characterized by the prineiple
of consent, unless it is a part of that principle, embodied
in the consent of the whole unation, that when consent
ripens into contract, there shall exist the right, the power
and the duty of Luﬁ;rvnm the (-mltrm.t»nblwmmn.

We apply and test this prineiple ummumﬂy, in the
smaller matters of every-day occurrence.  We are now
testing the same prineiple on the largest scaie.

Al the States, and all the persons in every State, have
agreed to our national existence and our national insti-
tutions. No matter whether they have formually expressed
their consent, by oath, or voting, or otherwise. They
have lived under them ; profited by them; received their
share of the good derived from: t!*é..m. Aud common
sense as well as commou law holds them to be estopped
from denying their consent § their contract.

Rebellion ig the last and most consummate violation of
contract-obligation. It is the violation by foree of the
contract which is the foundation on which our nationality
rests, and therefore upon which all order, all society, all
contract-obligation rests.  And therefore it 15 n vielation
of contract agaiust which the whole force of the nation
should be thrown, with a concentration of all 1ts might,
and with unfuliering cuergy, and unrelenting determina-
{101,

But conquest and subjugation do not enter mto my ulea
of either our right or our duty; for this pluin reason. We
fight only against rebellion; against the rebels only be-

ause they are and as they are rebels. And as soon as
the rebellion is suppressed, as soon as they cease to be
rebels, they return again within the C’mmhtuhml within
its obligations, within its penalties for whatever crimes
they have committed, bat also within its protection.

To regard them not as rebels, but as enemies in tie
same sense in which strangers at war with us would be
our ¢nemies, 1s to declare that rebelhion has succeeded s
has done its work ; has separated them from us.
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It consent was the foundation of our nationality, so it
was of the Constitution which gives to it form and delini-
tion.  ‘Lhe very heart and essence of this coustitution, as
of every State Constitution, is, that it is the voluntury
work of’ ully the expression of the common will, resting
upon common consent ; and so terminating in a conunon
contraet, nnd a4 common abligation.

The heart and essence of all constitutional republicanism
s Coxsenr.  The heart and essence of all slavery is
Conevrsion,  Ihstory does not exnibit, and the mid of
man cannot conceive, a more ahsolute pohitteal antagonism,
than that between coustitutional republican government,
and slavery.  Hence this ware  For this war 1s nothing
clse than this antagonism, uttering its voice, casting off its
diseuise, tuking up all the weapons of mn(hgt. and uuul\m"
stecess by Forck. The w ar, with all is tury, its almwln-—
ter, it hatred, and s sacrtfice, 15 but o revelation of iiw
war, cternally existing, between the two principles of
Freedom and HBlavery,

And yet our national constitution recoguizes and pro-
tects slavery., It does so 7 and it was made to do s6 for
sufficient reason.  When our fathers framad 1ty they
found slavery not only existing, but universally diffused ;
stronger in sgme places thau m others, but wholly absent
almost nowhere.  They found also, that wherever slavery
existed, there co-existed with ity some ksowledge of its
character, and something of the fear and of the dishke
that character should wspire. Three courses, and only
three, were open {0 them.  Po abandon the purpose of a
union of the whole, Lo violate the fundamental princple
of consenty and try what could be done by compulsion.
To acee j2l llm fact of slay ery ag iostood w lth all Hs con-

comitants, and s probable future, with the hope that
truth would gradually prevanl over falschood, zood over
evily and fres .‘tli.ﬁll over slavery.  They chiose the last of
these alternatives, and they chose wise h* and well,

At that time o eonflict between freedom and slay ery In
this country would not have been zafe: 1t would not have-
so resulted as to promoie the progress of man towards
Ireedom.  Not only was slavery, techutcully so-called,

vearly universal in some degree. but the great principle,
«)
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s0 lately born amonyz men, that it was not well for any
man {o have the rwht of compelling another to act with-
out his own concnrrence, was dimly seen and feebly felt.

And therefore the kind and measure of pro-sliavery which
cluims and loves this right, would have hfi en found potent
everywhere, and all its By mpntlmm would have been, as
they are now and ever must be, with that consummated
slavery which deems it well fﬂr a man to own a man.
The conflict would not then have been safe.  Our fathers
did well and wisely in pot exciting it.  They left it for a
fature day. It has come in our dn} The way i which
it has come 1s this,

As the years passed on, slavery, from causes all of
which are not obvioug, gradually withdrew from a large
part of the country, zmd ﬂ'radually became coucentrated in
another part; and thus slavery and non-slavery became to
a great degree separated and  distinguished from each
other.

In that part of the country where slavery was coneen-
trated, 1t flourished, I produced an apparmt prosperity,
in which the slaves had little share, and the mass of poor
whites round them even less, while it made the few slave-
owners rich 1 idleness.  But while it impoverished and
degraded the poor whites, it fed and gratified thetr pride
that even in their degradation they could look down with
utfer contempt upon a numerous class below them.  And
this false and foplish pride kept up in their minds a com-
parison of their condition as freemen with that of the
slaves, and they did not know their degradation ; and they
learned to love slavery, as well as the rich men who were
masters of the sluves without disguise, and masters of the
poor whites under a thin disguise,

'The consequence of this was inevituble.  That region
became w slave region completely and thoroughly. Not
only was nearly all its wealth slave-we ealth, but in about
the same proportion its opinion became a slave-opinion
its belief o slave-belief : its reason a slave-reason it_s
conseience a sluve-conscience ; its religion a slave-religion,
Not universally, but prevailingly. Aund its policy,~for
in this the majority ruled,—Ubecame an absolute, vuquali-
fied, slave-policy.
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Aud in th . meantime how fared it with the vegion from
which shwery had withdrawn?  That region also floue-
ihed ; and while g prosperity outran anything in hu-
man experience and astonished the world, it was as re-
markable for its diffusion as for its amommt, It was the
result of the co-operation of all, coneurring in labor of all
kinds, but +7" resulting in a common good, of which all
had their share, and zmur!y‘ all a share proportionate to
their industry and intelligence.

With this there grew up, and into great strength, a
feeling and belief that thiz marvellous prosperity was due
to our nationality, which alone could give it safety nud
permanence, and to the principles of human rights whiel
our Constifution expressed and  protected. UH* oroeal
marts of commerce felt that liw} must decay wz!ix oy
national decay. The owners of and the workers in the
mills to which our rushiug streams are harnessed, knew
as well as it the sun-light wrote 1t on their walls, that
only in the preservation of our nationality could they
prosper. The men who plonghed and planted and reaped
those wide Western fields which ecould f{eed a world, felt
that they could work in peace, and find wealth o the pro-
duct of their labors, only on condition that our natiouality
was preserved.

I all this there was alloy enough of selfishness,  DBut
through 1t all, there also grew iuto strengih, amd to
habitual and common tlmu"hf,. the notion 1hm CVery man
owned himself, and had a right to employ himself only
with his own consent, however hard might be the terms
(v which he chose to consent; aud that constituftounl re-
puhlimnimn was founded on this principle.

1t 1s this thought which underiies nll the true democ-
racy of this country. It may have in the minds of the
masses but Little preeiston of logical defluition 1t may
be quite too much allied with and degraded by sel-
fishness ; and it often expresses itself with great coarse-
ness of wm*d and act,  But there it g, right i uself, and
a sentiment of great power.  Beeause it has this power,
there has grown up with it a fulse demoerney, whieh de-
sires 1o confound itxelf with the true demoer acy, that it
may use it ag a tool; and it aequires the use of 1t by fulse
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pretences.  This false democerncy asserts vociferonsly n
sympathy with he troe democriey, when i fact it is in
exael opposition to it ; hecanse its whole aim is to use men
without their aetual eousent ; and as this can no longer bhe
done by violenee, it is done by frand and fulschood,

I have attempted a very general sketch ol the con-
dition aud sentiment of the two erent vegions of  this
couniry, the slave vegion, and the tmrwhtw region.  And
when tlw rreater wrcmth of the non-slave element warned

the slave element that i was on the way to death, slowly

and lingeringly perhaps, but inevitably, the slave element
rushed into a couflict which it hoped would end in a wie-
tory that would give it permanent power and therelore
permanent existence,  And it may do this, unless thoe
conflict ends, not in the victory, et in the defeat of
slavery. 1 do not SRy HS destruction, bt its defeat,  And
it w0 onds, whatever form this defeal puts on, the denth
of slavery is made more ecertain amd hrought more near,
Which of these results s impending ; the v ictory or the
defent of Slavery ; the suceess or the suppression of Re-
bellion 7

This must depemd on the relafive strength of the par
ties 3 not merely the strength whicl ench party possesses,
bl the ﬂairc*nwth whit 3 FRE tf"li‘ 1’3&%‘%? hrizwa Title %lw r-f:mﬂic't
(’1{ caeh pm*t} ,

The slave party was far from being unanimous at the
outget.  The cautious and skiltul measures adopted by
the leaders of the rebellion to bring their States into the
attitude of relellion without o popular vote on the ques-
tion, 1%, of itself, n suflictent proof of this.  ‘Their earnest
atd successful endeavors “to fire the Southern heart,”
showed that they thought it necded to be fired ; and none
conld judsze of this so well as they eould, Undoubtedly
there was much lingering attachment to the Union: much
fenr for the possible consequences of war and for its in-
evilable suffertug and saertlice s and some doubt whether
slavery was a good thing to | fight for.  But the Southern
heart has been fived.  The voice of opposition has been
stlenced, and wherever necessary strangled with a rope,
And while the terrmible distress, aud enormous sacrifice,
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and extreme exhanstion which have attended the rebellion
must have produced much effeet, it may still be sand, that
g0 far ng we can judge from trust-worthy testimony, there
19 now a very groat t'lwa“ ce of unity st the South.

‘The guns of Sumter fired the Northern heart at onee.
There was a wonderful uprsnmw of the whele people,
Even the fulse democracy swow mstantly (and they are not
ustally mistaken ou such points) that ihey shondd lose all
hold of the true de aerney, i they did not joim, with seaine.
ing heactiness ab least, v the defence of our nationahity,

T'his pprising, in s nnannmiy, s enrnestness, amd the
proofs it gave ul s reality, -znr;:~|“;~w:§ ourselves, astonished
Karope, and most of all amazed and disappoiuted the
rebels,  DBeeanse the slave influence had made the mind
of thut region a slave-mind, they could not, they eannot
now, and they never will comprehend it. But the faet
was pafend, and to them fearful.  But fime went on, aud
old difforences revived, and new ones eame up.  Difleront
interests and different regions Lhegan 9 look at each other
with ss*ztt{,hhtlnm, in‘*lim]}a with jealousy and distrust.
All opinion finds expression here, mui s confirmed by ex-
presgion 5 for here there can be no reign of terror, Men
orew angry doamd as oan angry man s uwku*;!vg THRSETN
unwise notious, unsound arguments, aml mistaken cen-
clugions flew through the community.

Looking at the matter from some points of view, it mizht
seem s it the war had strengthened the unity of the re.
bellion, and weakened that of the resistance to it. Dut l
am not sure that it s so.

There are mauy sources of error ou this pﬁinf Thus,
it 18 extremely ditlienlt to know what portion of the
*ﬁwummc!mzﬂt*(*tmu is nothinge moere than amere discovery of

the disaffection existing ut the beemmune, but then con-
cenled, or at least not expressed,  Then again we may be
deceived by the lond and universal imxf&i‘:mlmm which has
reached an excess that would be hudierous, f it were not
dangerous.  But it may not be so dangerous as it gcems,
Of course no one cun hope for a reneral renuncintion of
the cheap and easy pleasure of {zm!twmatimw He who finds
fault with another, generally nsserts by nnphmlmn his own

belief (an uuconscious one perhaps) of his superiority, of
i)ﬂ
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his freedom {rom that which he rebukes.  Te judees, he
condemus, e looks from n!u’;wm down.,  And where s the
human being to whom this is not grateful 7 No, We
may hope for money, for eflort, toil, and couragn: to face
any pertl. But we must not !mpv lor 30 cnormous 4 sacrifice
(08 t?amfslnnmw rﬁmqtmimwut of fault-finding,  Of course
i does barm; bhot 1t may also do some oo 3 ]mmxhhr
in the rebuke of some z:-zzmt wiehgr, oOr th{f: correction of
some actual mistake, or in the fact that it keeps us awake
and slive to existing exizencies

Bat whatever osneertain wumi this reckless fnult-findine
mauy do, it works one great amd certain mischief in the

despondencey whieh i pzmhwm and diffuses,

Dow: mz;:h*m"& in always the cffoet of weakoess, and
Aiwfﬂﬁ inereases weakness,  Therefore it is pever wisg,
And in fmes Bke these 112 most nusehiovous, most dan-
cerous, A very profound thinker has said, @ There s
nothing I fonr so much as Fear  This saying, wise for
most times, is, for us in these times, brimfud of wisdom.
The army of the people should be what militey men enl]
“the &Il;zpuz"ll!lﬂ' fm*t*v " of the AN Y W by genl {o {ie
front.  And a panie in the one army may be as fatal as a
panie i the other.

We may be prudent and eautious; neither unduly
eluted nor depressed ; maderate fn our expectations ; and
yol rational, ﬂz*m antd hopetul.

He who has given all the money he can spare, and sent
g sons to hattle, while iz wite and davghters toil for the
comfurt aud hes ﬂi!l of the » soddiors, ]id% H*I (e oo ihii‘*;
o performn, which, to some tempers, s the most ditheult
of all, It 13, to repel Degpoudeney from his own i,
il profect all whom he can from this moral palsy, Not
more cerisiin s 10 that red-handed Treason has mnuuht i3
to this pass, than that, among the Joval, I):m;mz;dmwa‘ 1%
the servant of 'Ureason, doing i its work where 1o thonghit of
treason conld sain adimitzinee. Much of this work has
beenn done: but I oam sure, for all the moaning and
roaning which echaes around us, that the hemrt of Now
Lnﬂ‘lzuul sull beats with strong aud steady pulse,

And then it must he l*a,mw.mlmuad, that the differences
exhibited among us, are o an mmense extent, differences
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as to the means and not difereneces as to the end, Behind
nearly all of them. and urging them on, is the determination
that the country must be saved, Tt is easy 1o mistike m
this matter.  Thus, recent elections have aiven the oppo-
wl!um *’1 majority i some laree States,  Bat the most potent
“ory” emaployed by the vicdtors was against the government
for its lack of encergy i the prosecuation of the war.,  And
vet o opolitieal victory, wained by the expression of
vehement desire that the war shookd be ureed with the
uhmast energy, ald by o passionate appeal to this nding
desire of the people, 5 rezarded by some, and made use of
m S0, il home and *ﬂzifmd, nk evidenee that this s Very
desire is feeble and dsmﬂ‘ ol I Some even of the leaders
who wou this vietory m thiz way would %1::%-‘::;- i mean S erriny
sigters o in peace.”  But our errving sisters understand
fhuese matters better than zome of us :!f; » they are not de-
ceived, i wa are,

The most fervent lovalty, the most elevated gmmnh
s, nre so fortificd on this point by every mofive of
paterest, of selfishiness, and mere o xpwiwm*m that 1 eane
ot douabt thewr ultimate suecess, In the loval States
there 18 an mdintte diversity of  mterests,  senfiments,
Babite, motives and opintons. And this diversity 15 one
of deeree as well as of kdl Not enly s there lovalty
of the loftiest wpd purest character, nnd alzo the most
vimitizated sedfishnesss bot there is lovalty i every de-
rree, from the hishest fo the Jowest, amd selfishness of
every degree from the lowest upwards,  And there 1z an
caual diversity of optiton as to the prineiples upoe which the
wuthtt 15 10 hi:: uwwh mxii 13 o ﬂ'w menns 1o be vises] in

those  means :-J.mnl._} luz mn;,h;} ool AII tinn {lt'»:i,arstii}* 15
doubtless o disturbing and retineding foree. 1t must make
the strugesle longer and more diffiendic and our snceess loss
perfeet,  Bug will it defeat the struggle, will it provent
oir sueeess 7 I thank not. 1 believe we shall sacceed,
Dat, what do I mean by suecess ? ory, what succeess s it
that ook tor?  Oun the one stde of this counflict 15 slavery
and with it disruption of the Union, and rebelhon against
the Constitution,  But these three are one. aid that one
i= Rebelbion,  On the other side are three things also,



20 SLAVERY.

One of these is the oppnsition to slavery; another, the
determination to save our nationality; the third, loyalty to
the Constitution,  And these three things are also one, and
that onc .. the suppression of Rebellion. To many mands
these three things seem to be distinet, and they have indeed
assumed, to some extent, an attitude of antagonism to cach
other. Bui, to my mind, they are az elosely connected, as
mdissolubly one in their nature and their influence, as arc
the three elements of the rebellion.  Aud, therefore, as
rebellion 1s the one thing in which its three clements are
waging war aguinst uxg so a suppreszon of the rebelhion s
the one thing in which the clements of our resistance
should combine,  That should be the constant end ; and
all other things regavded only as the menus to this end. Let
me try to show how the three elements of our resistance to
rebellion are one.

The preservation of our nationality will be necessarily,
at some time and in some way, the death of slavery,  For
the heart and esseuce of our national exizstence is the prin-
ciple of frecdom.  This principle has grawn in develop-
ment and strength beyond the principle obf slavery, not by
any aceident, but beeause it could not be otherwise o a
nation fmmdul as ours was, and characterized and cireums
staneed as ours has been, and 18, and must continue to be
as fong as we are one nation,  The South felb this,  The
Southern mind has  become essentially  a slave-mind,
Mauy persons there are probably unable to form a con-
ception of nationality or civilization without stavery; and
some have avowed this,  Their hatred of the 1(*!*!!1‘5(?11
Yankees” is only an expression of the love of slavery; Yan-
keeism being with them an impersonation of mm-:»l ery.
They saw plainly, or they felt nstinetively, that slavery
wonld perish i our unationality should continue.  The
death of slavery secems to them thar own death,  ‘Phey
are fichting tor life. They arve fighting to destroy our
lmhmmhw because if our zmummhty llww, slavery must
die. In all this they are not mistaken. The only strange
thing 18, that we do not see this as plainly as they do.

Then, as to our Constitution. If we coutinue to be a
nation, we must have, as 1 thiuk, inevitably, a counstitu-
tional republican government; and between such a con-
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stitutionnl gnvernment and slavery, there must he, fhor-
ever and inevitably, antagonism, Asnd this s owh 1
mean, when I say, that the three elements of onr resist-
anee to the ruht;ilmu, opposition to savery, determination
to preserve onr nattouahity, and loyalty to the Clonstitution,
are in their nature and essenee, One.

Shall we preserve our wionality 2 T ean only say,
there seem o me reasons why we should, and infliences
T uim;;; {0 that result, of sueh ll‘!‘t?*!hilmf:& “‘t:l;:ht atul foree
that I do not helieve !hﬂ}’ can fail, \“‘*mi&ii them all comes
thtﬂ“‘i‘l'l!piill“‘ foree of slavery.  Aud while T write there are
) calonsies, e l“’ll(‘n, outeries, thres hi‘i!i!iﬂ’ to separate the
Wast ) rom the Kast: they arve strongly remnforeed by somea-
thing which ealls itselt, and m: iy believe itself a defence
of the Constitution ; mul the whole 13 used energetieally
by the demagosinsm, which would %*H*n'u'v everything
that cume between it and its prey. Bat 1 do not gre :ﬂ}
fear such things. The power of evit ean do much, bt
there are barriers 1t canuot pass. 1 believe that if the
Mississippt were open to«day, and the lastern Athanbie
closed agaiust the West they wounld tizht as desperately to
reopen it as they are fighting now to reopen the Missis-
sippi.  They necl both{ no matter which they need
most 1 they need Doth absolutely.

But shall we preserve our present Constitution as it is 2
In my jidement, that Constitution hus nat yet been vio-
lated, in any way or to auy extent, greater or less, DBt
{here are those who think otherwise. There are some
who are very angry about this; or who express o great
deal of eloquent anger, 1 hopes to excite some angoer
among those whe hear or read them. 1 do not say they
do not believe what theyv say.,  There are persous, not
unfrequenty met with, who, when they want to zay o
thing strongly, begin with making themselves believe t.
With some minds this s an easy process, awd a useful
one 3 lor it enables them to give to what they say the
earnestness, amd foree, and influence of fummt_}*-—-—m hot-
esty of a certain kind, It may not be very WISE 1D
me, Or in any one, to contemplhs de remote and imaginable
DerHs, W hich, it they are not mere folhes, are fmh, 1ot
impossibilities. T do got believe that the varons elements
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of opposition to the government, and of {riendship for the
rebels ean 30 conlesce and mflame each other, as to make
it necessary for the government to sacrifice our nationality
er suerifice our Constitution ; but, if’ this choice must he
made, then, with as much love and reverence for the Con-
stitution as my uature 1s capable of, I should still say,
our nationality must not be lost, and rebellion must not
prevail,

‘The Senate has been reeently agitated by a case,
where o man supposed to be an active sympathizer with
the rebels, was arrested and imprisoned.  The Presi-
dent and Commander-in-Chief in this war upon the
very life and being of the country, had suspended the
Habeas Corpus, and imprisoned him.  Then the muan
utterly denied his sympathy, or at all events his active
sympathy with the rebels.  Aud therenpon the President
(always through his agents) offered to release him at onee,
if ouly he would take the oath of allegiance to the
United States.  And he would not 3 and remained under
arrest.  Now I wish to repeat most emphatically, that
there was not, in my judement, any violation of the Con-
stitution herey of any kind or any degree whatever.,  But
i’ there was any violation whatever, I am sure it was
not o substantial violation., I am willing to say farther,
that tf 1 must chooge hetween that defencee of the Cousti-
tution which holds it always on the hand aud uses it as a
tool, aud has it always on the ips and makes 1t 4 means
for obstructive agitation, and ostentatiously clings to its letter
while it is weakening the defence of s very existence ; —
I must choose between this and that other defence of
the Constitution which would preserve its vital prineiples,
and the allegiance due to ity even at the cost of some
violution of the letter, I should not choose the former. I
would not save the body at the expense of the soul.

Some of the *¢ Defenders of the Constitution” of the
nresent day, use with much emphasis the phrase, * 'The
Constitution makes us a nation.” It suits my way of
thinking better to say, our nationality made the Constito-
tion,  ** We, the people of the United States,” determined
to become & nation By ar agents we defermined  also
upon the principles sua ane forms which should manifest
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our naticaality to ourselves aud to the world, and govern us
in all the working of our national life.  These principles
and forms are expressed in the Constitution, T am willing
to say almost anything of 1ty excepting that 1 makes our
nationality,  The Constitution proves our pationality, de-
fines 1, expresses i, ruards ity proteets 1, bl does nol
:rm‘dcc* i, 1 can sy mp*ulnm, huu tily, with any defence of
our Constitution which seems to me honest and’ rattonal, It
maty be honest and rational, although I do not think so.
But if it does not seem so to me, I cannot sympathize
with i,

I can diseern no limits to a pation’s right  of
self-salvation. A man may save his own life !Jy auy
effort or any means, not prohibited by the laws of Geod
even in that extremity. I am sure that this right, and
this duty, belong equally to a nation, *

Suecoss then I hope for.  Success in retatning our
nationality,  Success in preserving the bife of our Consti-
fution  And 1 also hope for success against slavery, be-
ause this s mvolved i the preservation of our nationality
and our Constitution.

Would that T were able to mpress my eonvictions on
thig last pomnt, upou the community, A mistake it rela-
Lon to it seems to me to be doing great maschief,

The divisions of opinion which weaken our eflorts may
be reduced into two clusses, 1 will destmate them, for
iy own convenience, as the anti-slavery party, and the
apposition party ; although each of the parties of whom i
would speak ineludes those whom these words would not
accuradely deseribe, 1 think the mistake they make is
oL, nl!lmurrh it assumes twe very difierent uupccts.

The anti-slay ery party believes 3t will advanee its pur-
poses by a diveet atinck on slavery ; they say, let us kill
slavery wnd rebellion will die. I they believed as 1 do,
that our nationality and our (mranlmmn were the very
hest possible instruments throngh which sl ery might be

assatled and extirpated, o the best time and in the best
way whatever that may be, they might adopt a different
COlIrse.,

The opposition would treat slavery tenderly, in hopes

allure or entice the slave States back,  They do not rullim
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that our national life has been, from its beginmng, working
arainst slavery,  That, while 1t permitted slavery to ac-

quire great exient and power, it built up the prosperity of
the free States at u far rreater rate, und strengthened the
clement of non-slavery against slavery, until thie supremacy
of the latter disappenred; and that the slave Stutes saw
this clearly and perfectly 1 saw and knew beyond all
doubt or question, that slavery must die if it did not
eseape from the Union ; saw and knew titet the hour had
come when ouly the strugele wvas possible, because deluy
would make even the strugele impossible, “They therefore

sprang to vebellion and this day, they see and kuow,

every man of them, that a return in the Union involves
the deeay and certain death of slavery before a very long
time.  Between thix peril, and the chances of war, they
chose, and must choose,  They know, it we do not, that
the publie sentiment of this country will never pernut such
innmunities and securities for sluvery as would give it en-
during vitality and permancut power, even 1 such were
lmwlhh which 1 do not believe. The opposition party des
ceive themselves it they think they can bring back the slave
States by any other means whatever than by making the
chanees of war valueless to them.  And yet it is this Very
opposition, and the division in our counsels and our con-
duct that it produces, which alone give to the rebels all
the hope they have, all the chanee !hL} have.  For il they
have any hope now of foreign interveution, they Kuow, i
we do uot, that 1t 1s this division alone, which will make
mtervention possible,

[ think our government makes a mistake allied to this,
The President kunows that theve is a divided sentiment in
the country, and that we can only succeed by bringing the
whole strength of the loyal States to bear on the rebellion,
And he Jabors, honestly and earnestly, to reconcile, or at
least combine, thv Lwo grest parties which he recognizes.
His mistake 15, not to recomuze, and not to throw himself
upon, & much stronger pnrt ¥,

Iach of these parties desires and demands that the rebel-
Lon =hall be put down, a0 s own way.  ‘The great mass
of the people destre and demand only that the REBELLION
BE PUT DOWN. A year ago this great party comprehended
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almost everybody.  Now, the anti-slavery party have per-
sunded muny that the rebellion cau be put down ouly by
direet assault upon shavery. The opposition have per-
sided muany that it can be put down ouly by treating
slavery tenderly.  But T believe the great mass of the
people stands where i stood, It \hmlmm Lianecoln, in
whose absolute honesty of purpose every one has confidence,
aud as to whose eapacity doubtas have avisen ouly fromn hix
seeming vacillation, winld adopt and declire his own
policy, liis 0w wethod of putting down the rebelhion, on no
other ground and with no other thonght and no other motive
wlmtwm* than that he verily belie ved it to be the best way
{0 St:x*muam THE lh.m..m,w*\, he would find himselt” at
once at the bead of this great party, *he people. Then,
they would be glad to sce him carry out this policy
vigorously and unrelentingly, destroy what he might,
or save what he nmight, llw} would not Le led away
from him by the outeries of the leaders of any par-
ties, or of all partics, I he removed from oflice, vivil
or military, every man whom he has o right to dis-
xmw;, aud who would not mt cnergetically zmtl cordinlly
1 H"l"}:ll"‘ out. his policy 5 and 1t he would throw the
w hulu foree of {he tfmumm'ut 1t i, W hout Inndrance 'y
stop, or siay, the ;{)tmph: would go with hiam,

A fow days since T had this conversation with a most
excellent and intelligent lady.  She said o me, -

““ Do you uot expecet that this war will be the death of
slavery 77

I answered, ** I have no opinmion about that,”

“But do you not hate slavery 2™

“ Yes, as much as I eann”

* Do you not believe God hates slavery as much as you
do?”

* Tufinitely move.

“Then, if you do not beleve that this war will put an
end to slavery, yon must Jack fuithtin Providence ; cither
that He does not hate slavery as it should be hrted ; ; or
that IHis imperfeet wisdom does not tell Hiun how to ex-
tirpate it 5 or that IHis power is inadequate to the work
He would do.”

s
ii
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I replied, ¢ I hope my answer will not offend you; but,
perhaps the difference between us m; 1y e, not that 1 ]um,,
less fuith in God, but less faith in omy sself, Tess taith in the
purity of my motives, i the necuracey of my perceptions,
iomy Judgment as to what 18 best, and as to the hest
means of necomplishing the best rosults,”

Stavery has heen permitied to exist almost always and
almiost every wiu*re, ns technieal, or absolute slavery., DBut
against i Q iristinnity strove from the beginme ; or, as 1
shonld sy, our Father worked through Christianity to lead
men away from it. How much is s ified by the little fact,
that in the year 321 the Edict of Coustantine, which estab-
lished the w f,)hlnp of the Lord’s day, by pmlnhmwr on that
day, und for that purpose, the sitting of the courts and all
judieinl procecding, makes one exceptionn, It 18, in favor
of the proceedings by which a slave was formally made
frac, Mmoo has O hthimmw ever worked ngninst Sl 0Ty,
with great and continned success; not yet with entire
suecess,  But it s eertain that if Christinuity does not
ultimately  sueceed i congquering slavery, slavery will
suecced  in couquering Christtanmity @ for their essentinl
antagonism s otersal, T oam sure that Cheistinnity will
ultrm.ﬂwlv conquer slavery.  DBut by what means, by what
steps, or at what rute of progress,” Christinnity will ad-
vanee in its conguest of slavery,—that I do uot know.,

{t certainly seems to me probable th .t slavery must
be materially weakened by this conflict and s results,
It seems to e possible, and vot imprebable, that it
may receive a wound that s obviously fital, and be
brought near to meviable death, It seems to me pos-
stble, but not probable, that 1t may ulterly pertsh, and
onece for all disappear from s whole country to be seen
hoere no more,

I Know, certaindyv, ouly this. It s now our duty, the
most absolute duty of all in the free States, 1o visur. To
fight  awaiust Rebellion,  To firht agninst 1t by every
weapon we ean use, whether it be forged of steely or
nupelled by fire: or only by words winged with the fire of
lovalty to God and to onr com try 3 or only by thouuhts
and feclings which tind ne utternnee.  Fight aainst the
servied ranks of Hebellion il our place be there; fight

L
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agamst the errors or malignities which sy mpathize with
Rebellion if our phice be at hiome s fizht, even in onr own
hearts, against prejudices, or [;-:t:iaic:rriﬁ,. OF Interests, or
habits, or hatreds, which, not intentionally or conxetousdy,
but in fact, pralyze onre efforts, strensthen and envenom
oy dissensions, aud gtve akd and eomtort to Rebellion.
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Savery is eompadibde with much exeellenee of heart nnd
character and conduet, 1T have no doubt whatever, that
there are many slaveholders who are Kind amd just men,
That they hewrtily anekoowledee thenr duty 1o tﬁamr slives,
and endeavor conscientiously to discharge their duty, B
wherever this goodness exists withan slavery it must be
exceptionnl, It must exist, not beeause of slavery, but in
despite of . Awmd 1 supiose that sueh slove-owners are
not among those whe helieve that shivery iz essentially a
caod thinge, and who love slavery. DBeeause it seems o
me this love ean have uo other or ey than the love of
dominion and mastery, grounded i pore selfishiness,

Booalso, ne T admat thnd conpulsion s good wihitle there s
an irmaturity which demands o, staveholders will tell me
that the negro race 13 im“tpaiﬁe of maturty @ awd there-
fore the best thing for it = and will always be the muidanee
L **zmnh,tmhi;: nid protection of slavery., This I do
not believe, 1 lay astde all inquiry ito the origin of the
nepra, oF into the ditferences whieh sepirate im from the
white man, I am sure of this: he lns, or is eapabile of
havine human affections and human thoughts,  He i3
therefore & Man.  Aund therefore he is or may beeoams
something which should not be o slave,

Ihave relmzted]v spoken of slavery as existing techuleally
and avowedly, and as the absolute ownership of a man !vf
a man 3 and then we cali it slavery,  And as also existing
in its elements and its essence wherever a right exists of
coercing o man to labor for another in any way, without his
own consent and concurrence.  This may be called com-
pulsion. 1 will not insist that it be called imperteet,
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madified, disgsed  slavery, beeause T omight then use
a word which may impart to the thing ltwl{.. n character
which does not ht*]tﬂ“" W it. 1 will eall it complsion,

It 13 very possible to see the ch*h:rmm‘ of slavery, when
s nnth*«”um «l, aund to hate what s thuu Seen, tmtl all
the while to love and cling to that right of t'nm]mlumu
which is similar in essence.  To illnstrate MY Menninge,
I will go again to England.  There, hatved of slavery has
.;tp;wnm,l to be dominant aud zenlous, and it has certainly
been eloguent with some and vociferous with many, But
our eivil war has applied a tonehstone to the English hatred
of glavery, It has brought it into contliet with the mterests,
e prq]mlu s, the ](*uluuuuw and the fears of the !‘iﬂm"‘
classes, T all conftiets it is the w cikest party which y ields ; :;
and in this conthiet, the hatred of slavery appears to have
yiclded i the minds of these clisses,  The reasm SCeIA
to me plain enongh @ beeause the fact scems to me certain,
that, while techineal slavery hu-» 130} v\htmmv in England,
and while every Innwlzwlmmn reqotees i the hoast that if a
slave stunds upon Eoglish soil his chaing fall from him,
the very essential principle of slavery exists and operates
HL Lwrlmuh and hag great fivor there. What T miean 14,
that the South, aml the whole Sonthern mind and - Ism**ww
ter, are not more permented and dominated by the principle
of Slavery. than the Foghish mind s permented and dom-
tisrfd hv the prineiple of Servility,

The coment which holds the fabric of English socCiely
together, s Servility,  An Euoglhishiman looks Hpon those
higher than himsell’ in vl'\wnlmaxtmm with a humility aud
Mﬂm* rvience, that (e a stranger who sees B oor red uls of it
i either thr;.;;tmtmm or amazing, or amusing, Buat he
books down on those below him in elass-position, and
deanands and receives the same ity and subservienee.
We read of the eastes in India, and wonder at them.
But in England the noble families are tar above the up-
titled iu all socin] nrrangements, The lauded genivy will
not meet on equal terms with the merchant, And the
merchant looks down with the snme self-complucency upon
the vetal trader. A shopkeeper would be a phenom-
enon ina great honseo i he had wot been sent for to
exhibit his wares,  Awd all ook dowe, alike, upon ihwir
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servants, It is true tlm question of wealth runs through
all thig, beenuse now, in England, mere wealth, however
come by, gives a spurious kind of rank, which some
acknowledgo and some do not.

When chemists hpml\ of a substance differing from an-
other in that one of its many elements is changed for another
which occupics precisely its place and enters into sl its
relations, they say the now dement has replaesd the former,
It s precisely in thas sense, that 1 say the Servility of’ EKng-
band repluces the Slavery of onr Seuthern States, For
servility enters into the relutions of Enghsh socidy, anil
affects the various elasses of the nation, with a elose
analogy to the plaee and mfluence of slavery in the
South,

For example, no one would say that the four mithons of
slaves love slavery,  There are slave-owaers who say i,
but they do vot think ity and caunot expeet any person (o
suppose that they behieve it Aud yet slavery must have
afleeted the minds of these mithions. Many of them donlt-
less value the protection, the food and shelter iU sives
them § and they dread the consequences of any agitation
for freedom,

So, in England, more than as maany millicus are utterly
without voice or vote or political rights, «nd are uothing
more than the prmlm*ﬂa of we ill]l for the residue, fur‘
wages which only =ustain life. They canont Jove the in-
stilutions which bring upon them this constant degrndation
and fregquent suflering,  But they are acenstomed to their
condition. They kuow not how stherwise to et the means
of even livine,  Aud they fenr ehange, {or ihm have lost
the capacity of hopiug for anything better.,

We s supposerl that the nexroes would move in seme way
in furtherance of their deliviranee. T did uot expect
msarrection 3 I did vot desire ity nor do I know any per-
sou who did desive it.  But I supposed that 1 movement
like that which has actually taken place in some purts ol
the slave region, would have beeone, by this time, general.
It is, in substanece, o refusal of the slaves to work unless
for wages and on ferms agreed upon.  Such o movement
would have been a fearful ealanty for the Rebels,  The
negroes could not have been covresd without the awd of
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soldiers who could not be spaved from their armies,  And
! mmphmwv with thetr demands wonld have struck at
the heart of slavery.  But the slaves have not moved.

So it 18 often said that Eneland is * on a voleano,” and
that her laborers and her poor must rise up and scize the
first. opportunilty of brenking their bondage. 1 do not
believe they would,  What keeps the slaves quiet, would

keep them quiet.  IPear and habit have great power.

Azam, 1o the South the slave- owners are not all of
10 mtmL Nome nmone tham, zfm*tmnhf, dislike ¢ the
pectlinr institution.” va cousider it as fastened Hpon
thwem, and kpnow not how to cast it off without utter ruin.
Bt they would be glad to have it mitigated, and 1im-
proved, or removed St opossible, So in England, of the
coverning classes there are some, we know, and awore, we
SUppOse, whe do net believe that civilization denauds that
the exuberant wealth of a few should co-exist with the
cuormons mass of misery, destitution and  degradation
festering at the base of Lntfh«h society. Nor do these
PEPSONS Tove the Ser Ly which characterizes their couns
try,  They wish, 2 ¢ of them aet, tor the mitigation
Al nmprovems ‘5- .ui this state of thm*m But thm* look
npon this evil i Msicned apon them, and 2o rooted i the
whole fubric off Fnelish soetety, that it conid not be taken
awny without bringing the fabree tselt to rum.

"w ain. Russells l}m* aiver us conclusive evidenee,
thiat thtt ieadimy f‘ml*lﬂl‘dimk of the South desive, eari-
estly desive, o monaveby, And slavery must desive a
monarehy. The very uatuve of the case makes it certain,
that af’ Hl.n"m y \l!!mitl vver beeome the nekpowledred e
ner-stone,” as My, Viee-President Stephens ealls ity of a
Stafe, af s 5mnmii. there must stand, whadever title he
may bear, oo despot. P servility, which is only modified
slavery, differs from slavery, whieh s intensifiad servility,
i this, 1 does not !‘1*1{1!3!‘1: il {}{f’ﬁiifih Less will Qatliw{.} i
needs,  Hence Bugland requires aud has o ¢ constitutionad
ummwvh.”

What dees this phrase prac ticadly mean?  The king
(or queen) of bagland renrns on condition that he will
not govern nor attempt to govern.  Queen Victorin has
fuss pwhuml power than any one of iu: r most prominent
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and mfluentinl sulyeets,  Indeed she has none. It 1z the
wntversally recognized proof’ of her sogacity and her fit-
ness for her place, that shie abstams from any mterferenca
with the ;zm'm*uuwut of the comntry.  While I write, the
“ London Times,” which speaks for and to the aristoeracy of
Fangland, inculeates. somewhat ridely. the same abstinenee
upon the Prince of Wales,  Where then is the netnal power
of the State, for it must be somewhere?  Ttas i the hawds
of an arstoeracy, who are the possessors of unquestioned
power, aud are, o late vears, beginning to cast oft then dis-
grise,  This aristoeracy s, partly an aristocracy of rank.
and partly an aristoeracy of weaiih, Ieen observers say
that the last 18 gaimng on the first, and getting the mns-
tery. It 38 diflicult to sav how this s, becanse they work
with so much hurmony.  The anstoeraey of rank seeks to
bring wealth within s *order,” by mavrying the pos-
sexsors of wealth, or envobling them,  The aristoeraey of
westlth seeks to add the advantage of ravk, by marriage
allianees, or by getting titles,  But consudering them ns
one, this ariztocracy 15 the absolute master of Iongland ;
more absolutely s master, than Lows Na ;wicnn 18 uf
Franee, or Alexander is of Russin,  The ar istoeracy ap-
poinis and sustains and diveets the ministers, The Prime
Miumster 18 their chiel servant, The Queen, who calls
these ministers her servants, is but the servant of thew
masters.  And this is o perfect harmony with Eoglish
institutions and English character.  Everything in that
nation depends upon elass distinetions and elass rights
and it 18 necessary that the highest class should be the
master of the rest.

A Constitution 13 a supreme law alike obligntory upon
the Exccutive, the Legmslative, and !ln‘: Judicil depari-
mentsy, and wpon the whole people; to be vielated by
nnm, and to be chanved only by common consent, Of
Lais, or anyihing hke tin«-.. llxcs have absolutely nothing m
Englaud. l’zulmmmu. which is controlled by the aris-
tm*r:w}. miay cenaet what law it will.  “The veto-power of
the king has beew abandoned for many reigns and many
senerations, and is dend] Whatever Par lidment enacts,
every exceutive oflicer, every magistrate, every judge, and
every subject. MUsT regard as law and obey as law.  The
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‘“ Constitutional King of England” 1g therefore a king
who reigns on condition that he will be only « ]mwmut
and not o king, and whose kingdom is utterly destitute of
a Constitntion, |
All this i perfectly consistent with a vast amount of
moral worth, with individual and nadonal energy, and
w:th all the splendor and grace which intellectual alahty
put culture of the lnrrhuut order can impart.  All these
are thore, abundantly and cort: inly, I do not doubt m the
Jeast that all are *‘it'!*tl; I am nnh cndeavoring to state
wind allustrate the prineiple which runs through them all.
Our fathers were Englishmen, They brought with them
Tnglish blood and character,—although not then precisely
such as these are now, I cannot enlarge upon this differ-
enee, nor consuder the modifications these clements of chan
nefer must have undergone while morve than 2ix gencrations
have lived and died under civeunstanees very different
from those of the Enghish people. But we l*mlmuml hor
colonies, and pnlnwﬂh @ part of I..n"'lmu] untit we won
our Independence.  Stuce then we have not heen pullllcull)
Ler colonies. But we have stood i what was very near to
a colonial relution and dependence in other respects. Her
mind and her manners and usazes and Judgments about
men aind things have influenced ours 1o a degree and ina
W .l\ ”l \ {t*“ Ui 1ix hﬂ\l"‘ hl'l‘“ aware H{ I CQY “zull"r’ Wils
not,  Therefore T consider this war o seeond war of -
dependence.  That chain is broken, at all events; and its
liuks ean never be welded tswether, T hiope that the anger
which now exists may pass away, and be succeeded by
kindness; and T hope we shall learn to make due allowanee
for the overnments of Farope. The growth and pros-
perity of a nation founded apon Consent must be a cou-
stant menace, nnd anever-growing peril for instituiions
founded upon Compulsion, 1f our institutions attract {o
us the svmpathies of the governed classes, so much the more
nust they repel the governing elnsses, We should indeed
ask of these governing classes 1o be more than himan, if
m::. ask them not to look npon our institutions with dislike,
ouy prosperity with jealousy and fear, our perils with hcape,
and our decay—if that shall come—with rejoicing,
Let us be just to the aristoeracy of Englund.  Their
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hostility to the free States and their sympathy with the
slave States, astonished, grieved and angered us. Bt
let us not forget that the suppression of the rebellion and
the restoration of our prosperity under a constitutional
covernment, would be, for that aristoeracy, a peril, only
less, if less, than the rebellion tself is for the United
Stiates,

I hope this war will complete our independence of En.
land.  For with the most sincere acknowledoment of eveat
and various excellence i the Enehsh character, 1T am
quiite sure that her influence bas been, on some mmportant
poInts, quite injarious to us,

Servility ineludes the two ideas of the sentiment servility
on the part of those who look up, and the love of s r\*lht\'
on the part of thase who look dewn,  And no doubt we
have imported a good deal of zervility from Enghwd,  Of
the love of servility in those who look down, I fear we
are not quite rid yet.  We do not all eordially aeeept the
prineiples of American mmstitutions as those under which
we must live, whether we ke them or noty as lonr as we
live here. 1 fear that some of us subjeet osurselves to
much discomfort, in the vain effort to estabhlish for our-
selves and our households, habits and relations which we
can no more nnport from Iungland than we can boport
her elimate, 1 have been amused to see fome persons
trying to live, nx to their habits of food and elothing and
exereise and exposure, as they do i England, and hovinse
they do so i Bogland, This ig of no great consegnenee,
More mischiet comes from the endeavor to insist upon
Fanelish relations, where the effort can produce only con-
tinal trritation,  Class-rights cannot flourish here.  If
ome of my rewlers happens to know a man who secks to
troat all within hiz reach as his servants, and all hix
servants as slaves, T am sure he knows a very uncomfort-
able mun.

From the servility which looks up, we are pretty well
rid. We see it seldom, except in new-comers, who
brought the habit with them, and have not yet lt*:irm-r(
their American lessons.  Bat they learn these lessons
very soon,  Perhaps they do not learn, perhaps they come
to o school where 1t might, at preseut, be diftrealt (o fearn,
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what should take the place of servility when that passes
away. The best lover of 7 s comntry will hope that it may
pass away.  ui he will alzo hope that as it passes away, a
recornition of the rizhtz of others, fidelity to duty, the
love of usefulness, and conrtesy and kindness and civility
will take the place of servility.

Some at home, ad more who visit us, complam of the
manners of this country. So far as 1 can judge, our
manners are, in the main, good. It is not fair nor rea-
sonable to apply to them the standards of foreign usages
or of factitious refinement,  The true test is, are they, in
general, expressive of a courteous and kind feeling, I
think they are.  'We meet sometimes with coarseness and
rudeness ; bhut equally in all classes of society; and in
every ciass it scems te me an exception, and not the
vitle. -
dut T am not =0 well contented with another charae-
teristic of our country. It is the feebleness of the
sentiments of Respect and Reverence. It is  diflicult
to speak aright of these topics, and perhaps I onght
to distrust my own conclusions. 1 will only say that 1
should be elad to see my Rllow-citizens treat each other
with more Respeet ; and manifest more respect for many
things, amd among them, for place, office, function. These
exist only for the good of society. This is ther end,
however imperfectly it be atfained, and however it may
be concenled or obstructed by self-secking and seli-love in
all their various forms.  But it is certain that this end
must be imperfectly attained, if the rights which belong
to them are not honestly acknowledged and Respected,

And sonsto Reverence, Of this I would say even less.
But the common eonsent of all times has ever declared
that age should be held in Reverence ; that the paternal
relation should be held in Revereuce. I will only askis a
sentiment of this kind very strong and geueral among us;
is it stronger in this generation than in the preceding ;
was it stronger in that than in its predecesser? 1 will let
gthers answer, I fear some may auswer, it 18 not strong,
andd that is well, Tt is growing wenker, and that too is
well. |

But all the Revercoce I have spoken of 1s nothing, in

%
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comparison with the Reverence which is due to Gad, |
do not fenr an avowal that this Reverenece also 15 a poor
and foolish thing ; but 1 do fear, that in point of faet, 1t
13, in general, n  feeble sentiment.

“We live in an age of marvellous prosperity 1 of an ac-
tmty of the human intellect and an ctwrgy of  human
a(:tw:‘i, and a perpetual progress in discoveries and in unil-
wzing discoveries, whieh has had no precedent 1 story,
But it 18 also o f*lmma,tm istic of the age, that the ides of God
has qmtt,. too fittle distinetness and fures in iy ol the de-
partments of human thought ; and, most of uil haes this iden
disuppeared from p«’:lm{w This word scems to meun ut the
hizhest, only a regard for the mere material uterests of
mnen ; xmd.. it thu Jowest, snmbling with the mimds and
passions of men for the cards, and public office or the
public purse for the stakes, This condition of things seems
to me like one where the Sun s darkened ; a o mddition iu
which there is no hrht from above, and Ho hefyr but that
of the lamps we muhv and kindle and feed with our own
hands ;& condition, whicl sives us little reason o hope
for much wisdom of opinion, conclusion or artion,

Were 1 to permit myself to dwell on this subject, it
wmdrl Lw with especial referenes to the genllessness of that
spivit of reform, which iz s0 powerful minong us, Hew ity
good and earnest men T know now active in thebr couflicts
w:th the desnon of Iutmmwf;ﬁm, amd the worse deon f;i
Inorance, aud, to bring the matier nearer {o iy specifie
topie, with Slavery jtself. Do they seem, generally, i
watk and work in the hght of the truth that i their
work be a good work, it must be God's work ; nnd that
it they mmif} work with i i, z}wv BEY wark ax [hs
instriments, amd in His own wav?  Tlas conviction
would leave them zealows to he His tustratsents ) to do
His work ; to hasten the time 3 to open the way.  Buat it
would cause s, I think, a ffrmi chanze i the manopey of
thetr working, llow much more eantions wenld their
condact be: how mueh kinder their words § how much :
leas hatred would their words express and oxeite; how
much more, and how much befter, would be their suecess,

Thiz characteristic of the thnes svems to e more "ml,..
aud more alarming, because never yet was there 30 much
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need of the recognition o God, as at this day, among us.
What else can have power to quell the raging storm i
bid the henving sen of passion be still, lnt,.wrc. it wrecks the
best hopes of our country, and of our race.

I will not permit myself to pursue this topie. I will
suy only, for the few, if there be indeed any, who would
lulluw out this train ni thought in their own minds, that,
i my jadement, constitutional Republicanism canuot enter
upon 18 wmplumn atul umsummuhmx, untii it becomes a
Theocracy ; and that it is not, in very faet and deed, ad-
vaneing owards its completion, when it is not ml\mmuw
lowards this end.  Let not those who are startled by this
word suppose I mean a restoration of the old Jewish
. Lheocracy.  In the Theoeracy 1 desire, the altar will not
“be built with hands, hut will be in the huwl : the offerings
will be of acknowledgment, obedience, and revercnce,
and love. The House of God to which we shall ORI m
s'urulnp our Father and listen to His answers, will be His
Word, in which He dwells forever.

Aud what of the conflict, which I began with saying
wits i some way caused by slavery ? Tlow will it (,ml
and when will it end ?

1 do not deny that there is much which would lead me

to fenr that vices and falsities prevail among us, and are
s0 indurated by time and habit and our pﬁst prospurity,
that we may need o long pm*mtl of distress and discipline,
atd miay now be ounly unu'uw upon a eyele of suffering,
which in il mtumty and iun its length will equal the
years of our prosperity. _
But my hope is stronger than my fear. I think 1 sce
ruch among us that is fft)ml, and that is carnestly seck-
e to e lmlwr Mnuh that shows, that if' we have
,nl:umd our prospurity in part, we have also, in part,
wsed it for our own. good and for the world’s good.  And
then 1 Lelieve that we shall svcceep. That Rebellion
will L snppressed ; that the value and foree of our Con-
stitution - will be proved ; that cur loynity will be en-
lightened and iuvigorated ; and that by ull these means,
a fivm foundation may be laid for a wider and loftier
prosperity than we have yet known,




