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Point. of fo .. reaf Importance, that 

.xells upon . .It, .It IS v.ery necetfary 
. rtthat the Truth of this Fact :lhpulU 

:fQ . , ff'rea"· e'.is oifer'd ito the 'lteadei, 
"Mba . if ·comes to\it 'vit.h Attention and with .. ' . ~. .. . 

. ;out :P~j~dice, may' it)s ho'ped' 'be' convinc~d 
:.()ftth~ .R-ealitypf this ,gn~at. . 'ir~cle, an& be fup
'p.l'd~wi~h a Jufficierit Anfwer to the. f~veral Ob-

The ObjeCtions have been formed from ·rhe 

whIch we now have under their ames; I , 

, A 1. . .. ·hav<: 
, 
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, 'in ... Defence.··" p£ .'. . e uS~s~.:;~·R-efll'ff.eGti-on ~ .as' is 
m~ldein :OppqAtio~ to····jf; :.iihi·: tHerefore- .:lhall.· 
forb~ar' to prove.what. is' aUqw' 4: in the:.: .~ .uefbi~,,· 

'.receive aSatisfa&ory Allfwel'"; "but till then-it 
muft be tal{en for granted that the Books ·o.f 
the New Te ament were: written by thore whore 

ames they bear, and are handed down to us 
· the fam~ as. !~ey ... were written~ . .... . . 

," ·Having·.pte~t:')'d this; I proceed to the Proof 
. of the Fact" in ' 'view,.' the Refurre~ioil of. e

us -; which is. now -made. matter of DifI~ute it 
feerns. in' a Chriftian Country.;~ but -!Ii-nee: it 
is, Satis£'tCtion ought to· be given to all En
quirers, whether they reek .it in Si.ncerity o~ 

· not. The Boo.1{s, which make· this Enquiry 
.nece1fary, are too well known to need to be 
particularly named. In them the' Evangelifts 
· and A poft:les are fometimes reprefepted as ~oo~s 

. . and Credttlous meli; fometimes as Cheats and 1m;' 

both thefe .I;lghts, not regarthug:uFot(iwhom. 

· it fuould appear. ~ as it will ~t.h~t'·'ihey a~n't i~ 

.:purpof,e ~. muft fo1l6w.' tHe bId Diftinai~n. till 
-.' a. better., can be. found ; ·:·ahd . fay, : that, if the 
,account given us by the Apoftles be Fa1fe, it 
muft. 'have been, either'becaufe they were De

. ceived Themfelves, or:becaufe they· ltnowingly 
Deceived· ankind. ,.: . . 

• , . 
• 

• 
• , . 

. . 
• 

. I. That they could not be Deceived Them-

. theJolloWlng Arguments.' ...... .' 
• rer . '. 

• • 
• 

• 

• 
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• 
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.,' . Arte~, e.' us was~rifen, atid·, before ,;'h~,~vas af-
" ,. . .. ... . ..... . . . . , 

. and (everal others t by. many, In allib.II1:~· Of). s, .... 
• • "'. ~ ft 

, ' ore:,partlcularly, ,the f'lcred ' . .1rlters' '., 
, " mention:· of twelve' differerit: A ~pearailees of ,j;" 
· us, and jntimate that he was feen:qftner., .. ·.He , 
'C'onvers'd with, them, 'and gave:' ~nfwers . to. . 

'.' their ueftions,; he Ate andDr~,!1kwith them~ 
·to :thew,: that his Body was a Rea1o.ne. Luke 
xxiv. 43. And when they fufpeCl:,ed' that. what 
· they f~w might be a ',Spirit, he':l.~a:d .~ .. hem handle 
,him ee i ora':: Spirit. fays: he ",hatb, n~ 
'PIe' and Bon~s,- 'as ye ' eeme'hdve~, Luke xxiv. . , . . . . .'. , 

· .. '. . . -' . 39
'" '." " ' . . '" . . ~. ".' . '" .. ,., - -'. 

. - . 
, And beyond ,all this, he fubmitted. to fuch, 
'clofe 'Examination as his Scrupulous 'Apoftle 
· ~homas infi~ed upon,. for he ' permitted.· him; to 
· eet the Marks of the QUnds;which the N ",' 
, had- caufed.in . his _Hands' al].d· Feet, and which 

, ',', And . for' a frill' farther Convi . on, ,for a 
,Proof which:lholll~' 'pafs ,all Poffibility of- 'd.e-
ceiving, he . told them before he afcended up. , 
iritoHeav:en~ 'that· they :lhoul~' bQ· endued 'Witll 
Power r.om on' high. Luke xxiv., 49~ .and he bap
tized with the Holy Gho not many days a ter. 
ACts· i.r. . hich, according 'to the Predi&ioD2 ' 

happen'd to them at the ,end often days, 'when 
'the', oly Ghofell upon them, ~and they all 
rpakewith. ,'rongues as the Spirit garue them -ut-
terance. " . .,' 

, . 

. ,In the ~Certainty of this Eve1l:t they could 
not poffibly be miftaken: they",felt within them 

: ' . , . Languages 
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. , " as '. ey . \, . o.fthelf beIng;. ,I ve. " a 
is there any thing in·.N atut:e., which a man ·~ati· 
be furer 'of? . Eveatho.ie, whore· Scepticifm ·h~ 

.. carried 'fo far,,- as to a:ffert;, that we cannot' 

~ithout us,' m m thIs Cafe alww that. e .A-

,,,inward Perc tj,on, -had t:. f fort .·pf 
:Knowledge jQf, as :they,h.ad of 1: Or . Exi-
. nee. . .' , . . 

• 

. , AHo, ° thon that they :wiene -{1ll1"e 'of T;his~ 
it follows·they :Wler.e Snr.~ of, '. s' ha-

• • ,..3 .Co 1. Dad· .vmgtt'als..u ,.IrOOl ,',tue ,f! '- ,. .~. ' 

h~ving convers'd with him after his Refurrre
aiou; ·for·it 'was' .in'one :of theirCol'l'ver&tions 
~with him, . . that period . !time, ~tnat 
cpromis'd .' :thishit o·=rongues; an9. ~he-ful .. 
;'nlling :of,dle' Promife :was a. feU' P~oof . . his 

.. been: y . pr,efent with ithe' .. w· n .he 
made It. I' • .' • . : .' " : t . 

. ' 'Sb that ·~his· ·Ob · . ·.on will notdl:and' tnc'En-
-qUigr·1 '. But ~ftin It :is faid, .that the Apo.ftle.s 
'2md]!,vangelifts wer.e Cheats and, oftors, 
that they.l{nowingily Deceived ' . in the 

• 
. . ' , , 

• • 

: '. II. ' Yet, :as in the: former Cafe it :w.as .pv.ovtd . 

. ,uld be Deceived in this .;great.Fa&, . .fo;· iti 

fible that they fhould be Deceivers. ' ,. 
" . :}TIor ·,they ··w·ere at' :firift twelv.e in .~. umber, 

the ca\lfe · ' . ; 3nothor·; Dcny'd 'blm 
;. . - _.' - . thrice 

• • 
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• 

• 

• 
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il. .: ~ i't~ hrs, -, witli OathS' and Cu s; de~. 
c' . ng toat he dld\not knew him' j' a11d aU oft fllI 
, "e,w'd fo' much: want of Courage, fu':h. an AJfi..;' 

ror. tnelr. O\vn' Safety :' ~ Is .1cthen probable Iff 
tlie:; leaff degree; that ~fler fH~h' Proofs ~f 
:BilfenefS of iome, and die .' ~knefs, of all o~ 

eious' of one another, nay, i4'Ould; f6 far: thrGW 
their w.hole~ . : elfare intO' each, ot rSs:· hands~ 
;;is. aU 'to agree a:nd uni te' in· carrying on· an- 1m ... 

. · being' &erray'd- by e~h. atner'than theitr 
. . \vas; ~ho' was the-Centre of theiF U nit0'a,. 

Ctull6¥ they be {ute- that there· wa'S no 
frill left among them?l or that Peter's Cowar .. 
dke, or their own- ftro " Fears wtHila not re
viv~ again upon . fome'fi"eih Oce~fion?' lilafwolJ, 

t11m a C edeta:c at1tol1g~ w1Cked . Men" when 

fhdUkf ~er be rertew'd ~ln'O' ,'the fame; ptr-
101t5, and cemented a aiil r f& tha~ in this vie'W'; 
if tit ", had "en . .' they . 'muit have 
been the eakefl: of men toq; and That we 

call c'arry OJl a 1m o fl: are. . . 
B'efides, ,it is to" re confider~<f" -that n& 

tive can be affigned for their Combining'in fuch 

, that neither' Grandeur, nor R.iches, nor 

l11ed':' ~Ut et there are fome who thinl<, that 

, ' " -, Love 
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, - . - -- ". . ,. . ~. -

~l\d th.at: Slngq arlt cann~t be (~ppo~ed to ' 
have a place H;ere, or this plain, reafon i'· be~. 

they were only' hIS ' .. Meffengers; alld therefore, 

Dlfcoverersof 'It,' ,and they I were too many In 

.ere then is" a Conftd~ration .of'great eight 

of thIS fUPP9S'dMotlve, 'It ,'Yill be orally 1m", 
poffible to affign any o~her. ..' 
. But above all things, it. mutt be infifl:ed up
on as a· Proof of their Sincerity,. that the whole . 
. amber' of the Apoftles unanimoufly alferted . 

this FaCt of e us's RefurreCl:ion, and of their 

fore related, In the mldft of all kinds of Suf~. 
ferings and .Perfecutions, even with their Dyiri· -
br~ath, and;·when expiring under the, Cruele 
Tortures. .'. -
, This is. naturally as ftrGng a Proof as a Faa: 

the'fureft Teft.'whlC,h huma~ Nature can bee~

/ And It 15 no Abatement to the. force of thiS 

" nals have 'afferted . -'Innocence and d~ . , 

" nied their Guilt in utmoft extremity of 
. . " Death;"· . 

. -
_' ____ '~_ "i.~.' """:".'-' ~. ,--'_U-'--, -, --, _~""",,,!,i .""-

• 
" ) ." 

" ! !yo()ljlQ~'s Difc~u~fes, (!i"~! Part!, 6. pag~ ~7. 
, 
, 
, 
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• 

' ...... :,Dea~hl" for the -two· 'Cafes are: (0 .. far. ftom-'. ~ . . .. 

" "heing,ParaJ,Iel, .' that· they., ate exactly; Coqtrary j.~ / 
. fp.ch Cheats and -Criminal~, _ p~ing tpmpted .. to.· 

· this D.enia1 of their Guil~ ,by th~. hope of$-a'Ving--
· t,heir tives; whereas. in the, . j\poiJ:les cafe the. 
Onlyhop~ tha~·tlI'ey~ould:h4ye:_ 9f SavifJg _th~ir 
Lives w~s by. o.wning th~ . Falf~h.ood if· it w~s.:. 
one, " and: acknowledging' ·.th~infelve& . t<;) be'-' 
Guilty, which is jU11: the, 'Reverf~ 9f'wha~ th~y 
did. . . '. .', . ...: .., . .' , - . . . 

. N or can th.e abovementioned Proof be weal{~ . ~ . . . 

en'd by faying, that ,there are Inftaqces of men, ' 
who ha~e dye~ f9.f 'Errors as ,well as for 'rfllths,: 
a.nd. have given up their· Liv(!s i~ a Stubbqrn-

. defepce of Points~ which ;others foheartily Ab~: 

them. ..' .' . .... ..' 
. . .. ~ 

~or tho' all·this be True, yet of what is it; 
True? of Opinions and DoCtrines only,.in 
whic4 mep. may be fully. perfuaded ,Contrary, 
ways: . but the T~ftimo.ny of the Apoftles con"". _ 
~erning Chri 's Refurrection. isa Teftimony: ' 
concerning a Faa, whereof they declar'd them
(elves Eye-witneffes~ ahd let any Unbeliever 

· produce one Inftance. in all -the Record$ of' 
time. -. of a. lingle man,much more of Twelve. 

undergoing. the moil: violent Deaths. rather 
than, Recant what t~ey !(new to be a direct 
Falfehood. The Author of the Di cour es on the 
'. irac!es 0 ~our 'Saviour, ~art I. quotes St. Au-
In as telling us -that uch fJrks a$ erus did 

might be intputed, to" ' and e . eaed. ~y' agic~ Art;~ 
but this' A.uthor. Knows- that St~ Au in fays no 
fuch· thing,. and, that we may not doubt of 
his Knowing~~ it; he has plac?d that Fat~~r's. 
" - .,.: .. B words ' 

- , 

. . '. • , 
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H~tft how' is' ali Atteftatton of. a 'Faa,' whjc~ 
thefAuthor' knew' to' ,be Falfe ; but ,"would Mr. 

• • • • • • 

, '~ -perlift' in ,This; 'If 'a Rope 'were about his 
Neck, and he going to fuffer for 'This Falfe
hood? e{1' ecially,it to 'Recant, ,,'wouldfave his 
Life;' an ; his Refufal : would certainly' plit -his 
SeJ;ltence in Exe~ution? I dOQ.'t fpeaJt this as' 
my iib, but 'for Arglimefit'sfake only. 'And 
we may' truB: Him to anfwer the ueftion, and 
beSrire that' the Reply wou'd be, ' , -bat? do 
yo~ take me for- a Madman?' And- do You 
take th.eA poftles for 'Madmen? . 'rheir ri:' 

fore, we may conclude that Human' Courage, 
or Obftinacy let 't,he!ll 'call. it which ~ they 
pleafe) cahnO't go fo far :l:at Ie aft, 'we are fure 
that the Rerl;1rre~ion 'has nothing, near· fo' Tn· 
credible in . it, "as this Suppofition :has which 

, fOlne have nlade againft the Belief of it.'· , 
. 'l.1pon .th:~ wliole ~t ,may be faid that there is' 
,rio Facr in -Nature, 'than ',can be fo- well proved, 
and ruppotted' as This is .; for, to fuppore·the A
'poftl~s to have' been Deceived, . is toJup ., . fe a. ' 

; 'thing Abfolutely ItDpoffible land to' affirm that 
they were :.Deceivers" is to affirm a thing whi~h 
is" Morally· impoffible, i. 'e. Improbable in th¢ 

. , , . , . -.. ' . 

. 'rhus'I have laId before the Reader a~dlre& 
, Proof of this Fact, the Refurreaion of e US) 

, , 

-·and if a thing be once prov'd' in: this way,Ob .. , 
.:, :', ,;' " ,,' , '. " '. j eetions 

. .. . -

• 

, , 
• C £ L 2 71 • _.. • 

.' * Etfi 'Atteflab,.ntur Miracula, nan tiefuij[ent (fi'!l1 f:? nunc 
1J]HJ!i.ta~t) qui Magi,1t p0161U& ',cu1'I¢1a' illd· tri!Ju"Bnt~ 'Com,. .. ' 
F'I!!Jjl.L. Il •• c. +. . '-", , , , , . , 

, 

• 

-

• 

, , 
, 
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, " 

preaio~ ,of the : H~ftory. ,h~ve -very;-: Itd~ ,\yelghe 
againll it.; bec.aufe .~~lens i IgQor~.rl.c~ or In~t~ 
tention,way .·be, 'th~ founda.tiqn of ~he(e.:Op;,,_ 

give.w,-ay· to ruc~ Jittle'·Oppo1.itions as:ihefe, 

, 

, , 

, 

, , 

, . 

are. . . . ~ '.' -. ..' ~ .-' . .. - . ' ... ~ ,'., ..', . ~ . ~ "", 
, ..,. " 1 . , . . 

" However ~nce,Objea.ions have peen' rais'd, ", 
ag~inft 't~e. R~ality .of .our:Sav.io.w's Re[ur~e .. ' . 

caufe they. are drawn froln t.P.~, Clrcumftances 
9f the Story as related by th.e Evangeli~s, I 
:thall, en4eav9ur, to give a fJ.1l1. 'fJ.nfwer' to' .each 
of them. ,', " . :' . . . . 
, '.. . . ,"" '. . 

All that ha~, ~eel~ ,: offer~cl on Jhis, head, may 
be .reduc'd to th~fe four Objections:. .' 
'That e .us did. not rife at the time that he. had . - . ~ '. 

foretold. . - , . , 
, . . -

when he appear'4 to ~hem, ()r .they !(new him 
by fuch fig~s ascou~d be no Sure Marks, of its. 
being Hiul.. '.. . ' " " .' . .' " , 
~hathe did not ,perfonaHy . appear . to the 

Chief Priefts and .~14ers :afterhis .. Refurreaion~ 
as . they fuppofe he ()J1ght .tp:ll~Ve done for tl~eir 
COrtviaion~ And tafUy; . . , ' " '. 

That. the St9ne. 'at·the mouth of;the G'rave· 
• • .. " ""'" '. r 1. ..' i 

being Seal 'd, ~d tile Seal, bejng brQk~n, 'open7; , 
w1ien, the S~~ler~. were no~ . prefent,.here is room 
to fufpe&, a .fraud and Impofture.. . '. ' , 

Each of thefeihall be confider'd in .its 'or~ , , 
., ~ 

. , 

cler.. .' '., , 
I~ §.Firf!. it is f~id.,. th~t, -e .us did not rife at . 

they the third day, (or that WQuld. have been' 
9D ~114ay,.:n9t:~lJPon; Sunday or they day 

• 

'. ~.~., . a.s. 
, 

• 

• 

, 

• 

\ 

• 
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-as one Evangelift.exprelfes it; and leaf! of all 
'is it True, as they preten~ that' he was in the 
. -he-art () ~h8 Earth three Days a",d three Nights,. , 
~which Yet he declar~d he wou'd be, as another 
Evangelift reports it. .' 
. But iu'an[wer to all this it may' be prov'd' 
. 'as it often. has been that . all thefe Expreffions, 
which "ate' fo many' ewi ways Qffpealdng, are 
exactly agreeable with the Event, when they are 

• 
• 

; 'FordOIng whIch It mufl: be obferv'd, . that 
the 'Jews counted their Days I mean their N a
tural Days, or ·Days of 24 hours very different-

. from I%' '0' Clock at nIght to 12 the next nlghti ' 
but They' reckon'd frOll1 one Sunfet, to the . 
next Snnfet, and all the time between the~ 
They called a Df/-Y, juft as .0 es did w~en he 

day, Gen. 1. f .. and rom Even unto Even all y~ 

Another thing . to be obferv'd on thIS' head 
is, that -they reckon' d as indeed all nations do , 
any Part of a Da of 24 ·hours for a }Vhole 

(//ben-Ezraon Levit. xu. 3. fpealongof the 
Law for circntricifing an Infant on the 8th 
Day, fays, that if the Infant was born but one 

,hour before theflrft Day' was ·ended, it was 
counted for one , hole Day : And [0 for .the 
faine rearon, was the .Part, of the Day that wa~ . 
pafs'd, ,vhen it was Ci,rculn.cis'd, if it was only 
()/'Je hour of the .Evening with 1vhich that Day 
began. Reckoning then that the firft Day be-

,gan on our '1hur (Jay. at· Snnfet,· and,ended upon 
,.friday a.t· Sunfet; and becaufe·our Lord dyed 
,;,}bout "three. in ,the. afternoon'~ of That, . Day, 

• • 
, 
c' , • 
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• ~ 'on all hands allowed to ,be an~ther ,Day l :and, ' 
as 'the third 'Day began-on Saturday at. Suriret;, 
and our 'Saviour rofe'oll the"tnotning :follQw~ " , 

the thIrd" Day,and thus, the PredICtIOn w~s ful .. 

, It i~' no ,vonder indeed tha,t the GofFel 
fhould be contradiCted by fuchGavillersas'thefe ;' 

Heart of an Unbeliever c'ould, with; ,and yet 

the thud Day, gIves the Lye to' their ·Favou
ritePorphyry,w ~o in' his '~reatife <:all'd de Q-

p.av ~~r€ . x~ TOI [J.fav ¥ [.J.~crtm g'Aw.i'£TfAt:UEV., e., 
that is at' home iii the'Ev~ning, 'and goes' abroad 
on ,the.. orning 0 ,the :rhird Day, is aid to be 

One Day compleat, which is the iddle one a.' But 
\ve want neither Porphyry, nor any other Author" 

is a way of fpealdrig, which, e an.dall other~ 
N atiolls of the orid "ufe : hat I have [aid . - . ' . 

,on this hea~, was chiefly to lead the way to 
what fenows." " , ~' 
., . ~ 

feveral tImes us' d In, the New Te ament on thIs . . , . .~ 

occafion, and therefore mui! ferve' .. for explaining-
the other Phrafes but once or twice at moft made 

, .. 
~fe of: fuch is' that of Chri 's' rHing a ter three 

, 
, . . . ,\, . , ,- , • 
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: I'll A C L E S· 
• 

fuewn by· what we read· in 2i Chron • . x. r. where: 
Rehohotfm fays to the People, Come again unto f!Z~' 
If, ter three Days, and yet ver.· 12. we read that 
t.!:/e People came to'. Rehoboam on the third . 
as the King commanded. aying, Come. again to mil 
en the third Day: A plain Inftance, you fee"ihat 
both Phrafes 'mean the fame thing. a· . 

three Days and t~ree Ntghtsin the heart 0 the. 
Earth, Matt~. xii. 40. from the· foregoing Ob ... 
fervations the Account of . that is very Eafy i 
for. the ews like Us . had 110 One word by 
which to expr:efs a Day of twenty. four hours, 
or a \lUX~~jlse.9v . as the Grcuks caned it, i. e. a. 
Day-night, as.· e might call it. They fometimes 
ltiled it a Day, as e do, but at other times 4 
Day and a Night. So that \ve are to underftartd 
by the Exprefiion of three Days and three Ntght'S: ' 
no more than that e us 'vas to be in the Gi4 ave •• • • • 

inclufively the' firft and the'lair for two Days2, 
and counting the pieces .af Days f~r,. hole 
ones. And of this way'. of fpeaking there is a' 

. remarkable I. ance in the ,book of E her,;_ for
tho'in ch.; iv ~ 16. :the declares that the would 

. -
a with her People the ews three. Days Night 

q,nd Day: yet we. find hei" in ch. v. :1, 4. upon· 
t,he third Day, at a Banqu.et with the King an .. 

aman her Adverfary. , . . 
N otwithftanding therefore· this Objection, it 

ippears that. e us rofe from. the Gr.ave a,t the. 
tilDe foretold by hiIn. . .-
- -----.-----. . .. ~ • • • 

(a) So· iIi Ciceron. TuJc; Dijp.-1. 1\ we r~ad, .ApoU(J fe;" 
da.turum oftendit' poftejus di~i die1rJ .tert·;utrJ; qui ut illuxit, mor .. 

• ~i funt repeni. ,.' : -. 
• • 

• • 

• 

, 
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. '," 1. _.§.The next Obje&ion is, that his Difciples 
, did not always K~ow him when he appeared to 
~hein: or they' Knew him by fuch . Signs: as 
could not be Sure 'arks'of'its being Him .. 

. For' the obviating' of which' it may be ob": 
fetved~/ that, tho' our Lord more than once in 
11is Life time told them that he fhould be ,put-

opes of a Temporal Dehverer were fo ftrong, 
and they had built fo,much upon this falfe"No.;. 
tion, that, when they, Caw him Crucify'd, they 
immediately loft all Heart and all ExpeCtation' 
of ever feeing him again; and in this Confter
nation,' under this Defpair of ,Mind, if he had 
appear'd to them at Once, in [uch a manner 
as to put his Refurre8:ion out o~ all Doubt,· it 
~s'Probable that their oy W'Ould have been too 
Exceflive and Tumultu'Ous for them to bear ± 
He feems therefore to 'have chofen rather to 
difcover ,himfelf to them by Degrees. ' 
, Th~ firft Step towards any N 'Otice 'Of this i~ 
ra~ulous' Fa& was, that the Grave was found 
open, arid the Body gone. 

tIfen from two Per[ons, who had the Shape of 
Y'Oung men, but had at the- fame time the ap
pearance 'Of a Brightnefs' like that of Lightning 
in theirCounrenances,; which gave reafon tothofe 
who Caw them, to fuppofe that they wer¢ not 
Men, but Angels. , -- , ' 
· After this "e us appear'd to fome of his Di[.. 
ciples, but it being not yet Day-light ' att. 
x-xviii. 'I;' they miftook him for the Gardiner of 
the Place in which the Grave was, till upon 

'~ ,- to 
• , 

• 

, , 
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'0 be' their' i but: he pre etztly 'withdrerzu 
him el ; leaving them· little more than a Glimpfe 

yet fully. to . convince them of the Reality . ot 
his Refurre&ion. . . ..' 

. . .At another time he appear'd to 'rwo.o the 
. t ciples,' a~ they were on their ourney to Em
maus; but it was as the Evangelift fays if!, 
another Form. Mark. xvi. 12.i. e. another than
~ha.t they had been ufed to fee him in,probably 
in the Drefs of a Traveller, for it is faid that 
he went into the COlJlttry with them. This Cir ... 
cumfrance therefore, together with. the Dusk 
of the' Evening, at which time it happened 
and the Defpair· they were· in of ever feeing 
him again, might contribut~ towards what· is 
faid of thefe two Difciples, that their Eyes 
were holden, that t,hey ould not know him, or 
rather as it may be rendered 0 as they did not-· 
know'him. Luke xxiv. 16. till upon cntri.ng . 
with him .. into an how[e, and ftttingdown 
with him to Supper, their Eyes were open~d,\ 
i!nd they knew him j 'Yhich difcovery the bring
ing in of Lights for their Meal may probably 
have 'occafio~' d ; at leaft this is a better ac
'Count of the matter than the Fanciful Suppo-. 
fitioI?, \vhich has been advanced, as if e "'IS 

was- then difcover'd by an' habitual . . otion and 
ACliOI'J o' ·his hand in breaking 0 bread. At this 
'~ime,- tho'. he gave the pifciples a farther 
proof of his being rifen; yet they were only 
Two 'prefent, and he' chofe to fray a very little 
.. e with them after he was known to them;. 

for it-is faid that he - raitway vani ed out· 0 . 

their Sight, or rather as it is in the Mar. 
gin of our B~bles· he. cea ed. to be . ec!t 0 them ~ • 

, . 
'-

• , 
• 



• , . . 
-. . 

~ ..... " -. • • • • 
• • • • . -- . -... ." . . 

. , .' " -. . , -l . .; - . , ' .. 

if~· whic,h'~Iio' moreneed.;:!:c.":trieal1t than.that .. bo 
.. - ... ,~.. \r," ,,' . ' ~ 

pear - an, Equivalent 'one' ~ IS ,tls'd' by . iJt~n) ~aoJ.il.. 
I.VI. 414~ ..,. ' . ",' ~' . 

• , - . . . . - .' . .' . - . . . . ". - .. ~. ..~ ..... ,. ,,~ ... , .. .;.' ...... .. ... 
., . -" .' . . . . . . ", . ~. ... , 

l:Far'jn'thc. Dark dl ~dg' d .. ~",' .' .. ', '. . 
. . '", '.. .'. . ",'.' . , . . -.. "~~. . -.: .' . ... .. . ... - ~ . ...- '. ' '-. . , .... ~ ..... . 

~ -" . ,_.<. _. > 

I 
. . .... . . . . . . ~ . . . 

· . . .. ':it ,"is i1e~ me~nt tp.at. h~ llXa:4e·:him.i 
fe . £; Irivifible~' hut ,that; ~ he .' withdi~ew (jut' ' of 
fight.:· ~:'., :.,:.,' . , ... ~;':.;.':. '., .. 
: In: all .. ' thefeAppearances"6f our Savlo~1l'" t<1 
his' D.ifciples; t there is no :/Ohri~ian ',who pte-\ 

, tends:: ,thlt he: gave t-heni' :a;'"Fall·· and. Sati~faa:o
zy ,f~oo( 'of ·his RefurreCl:iqn:. T4~y 'w<;t~ brit 
fd m.aI?-Y . Steps te lead them on.; they ·yve-t:'e. on- . 
ly • th.c<!?egrees by which. he chofe ~o,prepare 

. the~·f(>r .~ farther :Difcdvery, arid al:e therefore 
-I thin~ ·a. good Reaf6tfwhy more tha'll Ol1ce 

fret. " . "., .' . '" . 0 '. • 
. , 

~ '. • 4o" • .. • • 

of hIS they~ uppo cd .th(l,t; they . had ~ ee.n a $pirit, , 
ver. ' '37. ,.' he· went . ~ .. gteater . Length' towards 
convinc~ng ~h~m,fJy 8.JVing, thertt his Htinds1 
ilna. his F;eet, tefta ·.his S~de; and app~alin:g to 
them-whether. a Spirit bad Fie' and BorJ'esj as' 
they'- aw /;Jim: have.: '. ' , :. ,.' , 

· in this ·p~rticular; atidwhich; ··as the Story re" 
· lates . put .' an ~n:tite' en~d, to "A·ll Doubt.· among 

them, ·was· his anowing~ the ~ pofile ~homas 
not only t~ . ee~ ,but to . ha,nd/e . him,. and . eel 

. • '. C. Fcet2' 
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• 
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• 
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,'_ .,l~R·AC_LES,_ ~ 
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- Feet, w.hich the Nails a~d the Spear ,had: m~ e,' , 

were All ftilly c011vinced; and -~very' time ;af~ 
. ter\vards,· when they faw~ aim" they maa~ 'n(r 

, Scrupl~ to own and: rec~iv:ehim as e us rife~ 
. from ,the Dead. -, '_ . ," 

If it can be made appear, that" after' this 
ample :qifc9very, .any of the 1;)ifciples 'di'~ -not 
ltnow him, when, he ,W~$'. :J>!ef~n(wi,th:, t;hem, 
there .will be fome weight in the Objection; 
but : :at'p~efent every : l~ftan~e ~tQat ·has beea 

theIr Mafter, IS taken from thofc A ppearance~ 
_ of his which were prior to the' -, a~.ove men-. 

tioned, one, when C£hom(!s -the, Iaft 7<?f~.t:he A .. . _ 

-

ConVIctIon. " - , -" .'" .. 
~ .' ,,'-_.. .,' 

And is it fair DeaJing to ,pafs Qver thofe La'; 
ler appearances in which ,the Apoftles declare 
that _ they had full _ evidenc:e,. and to' . objeCl: his 
Fo·rmer IlnperfeCl: appearances as nqt Satisfaeto .. 
ry?, -.hy,. the· AP9ft1es .~cknowleOge· tJIat at 
Firft they believ'd. not, but the fame riters 
fay that they believed Afterwards,' and: give us
their Reafons for it: and :lh.all the One Sto .. . .. - . '-

l~y of the' Apoftles be credited;- and the Qther 
l10t ? ' ' , , . 
'- -

I 'can fee nO' Reafon why thefe' Objeaor~ 

better than that in the Lafi-", except, that· 'they' 
were, then Unbelievers,;· That'perhaps, They: may 
look on as- M,erit, and· reckon that the lefs, Faith 
they had,. they def~rv'd the more Credit. But 
is it not ftrange that in fuch a Cafe a man's E~
yidence :Choula be tur.n~ d : againft himfelf? -

, 
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,C in-i'n' er~Halt, whom I did not know at 
firft; I. was talking, 'with hini for f.o~e time,
'till at laft recollecting my felf I called' him' by 
his name, and we immediately l\:new each 0" 

ther, and' fell to difcourfing upon feveral things 
that : had ,-formerly paffed between us, and up
on the Circumftances ,and elfare of fevei-al 
of OUf, (~~mmon Friends. 'Shall anyone tell 
me now, that this than was ~ot the old Ac~ 
quaintance that I took' hitn to be, and u[e for 
his Argu1l.lent, That I did not know. him at 
Firft? hat's that' to the purpo[e? I knew 

, l1im before, we parted, and knew him by fuch 
Sure. arks, as I, could not be Dec:ej,ved in. ' 
There are few men of [0 cool Tempers as not 
to be .provok'd at fnch an Arguer as This.; and 
w hat He might call a COJ;1ciufion of his own 
Rearon, They would look upon as an'Affront 
1:0 Theirs. But I have don,e with this ObjeCtion, 
;lnd ,proceed to ' , , ' , 
, ~'. §., The 'Third which I mentioned to have 

been made againft the Truth of e us's !{efur;." 
recrion,' and 'which was, that 'He did not per ... 
fonally appear to" the Chief Priefts and Elders; 
as fome fay he ought to have done for theit· 
Confutation. , 

But if I :£hew that' This was not only ,no~ 
nece ary to be'done, but tbat there' are good Rea ... 
fons affignable why it fhould not have been, done, 
a fufficient Anfwer will be given to this Ob~ 
jeaion. ",' 
, It was not nece ary', to be done, becaufe the 
Chief Priefts and Rulers had feen enough to 

C ~ It 
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fes to many pf hls. MIracles,. and had but very 

t"ent -in· twain, an~' D.arkne s over the whole Land:. 
This would ':, have. qeen a full Proof to T~em; . 

• ~ I' 'r I 

mitrIng any. '.' . . ~ ~. ...: :'. ":, 

them, and that they haq b~heved. upon: feeing 
him alive after his Refurretiion, . what would 
hav'e' been the 'Confequence ? hy, all the 
Proof of this FaCt which they ~oald . have gi~ 
yeti to others, would have been' their Tefti~ 

for it, That of the Apoftles, Twelve in: num'; 
ber, who' f4id that they, AU raw. him, and hot 

down their Lives in Attefiationto'! tI1e TrutIi .. 
• •• 

of their Report. And cQuld the. Ghief :t;»i4 iefts 
and Elders ( if they had been convinced have 
dOl1e mQre th~n This f9r the convincing. of O~ 
thers? ".- .. ' .... ," ~ 

• • 

. . Let us farther fuppo[e, ~4at Thei,r'beipg c,on~ 
vinced would have carry'd fuch eigh~ ',along . 
with it;that 110t only all the Priefts andRulersj 
but the Body of the ewi People, would have 
be'en ' converted . upon Their. Teftimony: . And 
let us fuppofe thaf upon this the Apoftles or a~ 
nyQther: ~ ews had fet out for foreign. Couti";' 
tries, preaching tb~ great . Doarine 'of e us"s ' 
Refurrecrion, iniifting upon This Proof of it' 
that 'not only They themfelves, but the Chie ~
friefts and Elders had feen hiln, and th~t' the 
Vlhole Nation 'vas fully p~rfw~d~d of the Truth 
. y .• 4 • • '. '. _ ., '. ' : : • • of, . 

• •• 
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, it ; and " ,. 'Certi~cate~ to that pur'~ 

CouncIl" or Sanhedrzm. If ThIs had been the' . ..' I -. . 

Cllfe; . can we think . that' thofe, who pow make;! 

would not hav'e,' made much 'Greater ahd. 

~f t~e' Nation? '" ·ou14 not they have· ~oun(l 
inoie room to fufpect an Impofture'than'they 
~anN ow ?,' ould not they' have Ga~led it a.. 
StateTrick, a Political Craft, a ~ ational'Co~~ 
tdvanc~' of the ews, to' patch up their ,:Cr<Xiit 
aft~rthey had foJong talk'd of their etah 
that was to come'?, ,ould not That have been 

• , , 

.pbje8:ed . ,which Now cannot , that a Fraud 
, mighteafily ,have,' b~en' carried on under the 
Sp.elterof the . 8wi' agiftraoy'P If ',all the 

:fide of this Fa&, mig~t it not be .fufpecred that 
. fuch as were Curious'and Inq~iiitive to ·examine 

, 

things t~ t4e'_~otto~, ~ere' intimidat~d an" 
difco~rag'.d from the Attempt? ,ou14 not [uett ' 
a general Union in ~elief have paffed with ' 
ThefeObje&ors for a General Confpiracy? and 
would they not hav~ cry'd down the FaCt, be-
C'aqfe .it had This Circuffi.ftance attend~ng it, much 

it wanted it'?' . " , " ,',,',. , --. 
, ' 

, Providencertakes it own Mea[ures :;\ve are' . , 

not to 'pref¢ribe to it,- whic~ way was beft 
or . wifeft: whatever' 'method itihould nave' 
pleas'd He'ave,n to tal~e, it would not have fail"d 
to' put its Defigns in Execution; but in the 

ould have been ample . Scope' for Cavil, a 
Field to fow the Tares of Doubts and -" ~. :. - '. . , , .,. - -, " D ifli-:: 

, ~. .. ..... 
.. ~ ~ .:. .l. 
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Difficulties in., .But, wilt a R.a~io~al '~d.rnjt> 

thinking,! which, arrs inftead ,of Mending, '~nd 
lilte the New piece pu.t'intq a~ Old Garment~ 
makes the Rent 'Wor e~ Mat. ix. 16. ' 'c .' .. - ~ -. .. . .-,. . .... ~ , 

. So that all thing$ confider'9,\ it' was f() far-
from being' N ece1f~ry, that 'Chr~ ihoulq ,: hav~ 

Priefts and Rulers of the ews , ~s has been 
fuggefted; that according f;o all the' ways of. 
~hin1dng which thefe Cavillers are us'd to , 
he ought not to have appear'd' to them.' An<l 
God mult be allow'd to have tal~en a more Un~ 
exceptionable ethod in, making this Fact evi"!! 
dent to a Few Men only, and thofe of no Fi .. 

as the Eve~~ fhew'd for their Courage and, 
$incerity. ' . ',' , '" 

~uns ' thus: the St'one at the Mouth of the 
Crave -being ,Sealed by the Chief Priefts, and 
~he Seal being broken. open, when They were 
:pot' Prefent" here fay fome is rQOn1 to- fufpe~ 
a· Fraud and Impofture. ' . ',1 ,-

But to make ~his ObjeCtio11 . of any eight, 
they muft fuppofe that the Apo1l1es, who were 
the Chofen itnelres of the,' Refurre&ion,as 
• 

well as the ChiefPriefts, who were the Denyers 
of it, "\vere concerned in the 'Sealing; and,that 
both Parti~s'confented to this method as a Sure . ' 

'way to difeo'ver whether' e us \vould rife or-
not:, and that both likewife had eo.gag'd to be 

~, . 
• 

, , " ' 

But 
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,:Bit;t· aU this ,Supp.ofal' is n,O.t' only· • without 

wnen theu·, . ·after 'was CrucIfied; and. when 

. ut :or ear qf the', ;ew~: . N'ay 0 far :,were they 

him'to 'xi(e agaid, and, thatfor.feveral;days after 
his Refurrecbon they were , ow (). heart to be .... 
lie'l}~ it. And ·could. This Sealing then' be a Co ... 
venant. enter'd :into by the Apoftles'?'Orcould 
their Confent berea. onably . pre um'd. to any 
Tefl; 9f a Faa: which . they never . expeCl:ed to 

. ,~ . . . happen.. ...... ... ~ 
. Betides, w hat·, Riglit had' the Chief t() 

aa.in?· they Sealed the Grave, 'tis true; but 
the Treafure in it. was none of Theirs'; it was 

• 

God~s, andlilight'.not he. open: the: Door .'Of 
it, and take out his Own when . ever he pleas'd:l 

here then. is the .Mar It '. of Frat,ld,. when God, 
the:otily Proprietor,'. was' prefent .at ~he. open
jng of it? There may be Cavil in this, bu~ 
there.is no Argument, till it be, made out that 
a' Faa:. fully prQv'd . to. Some Men is Falfe, be i 

caufe other men have not received all the Proof 
• 

which they defir¢ ... :But according· to. this way 
of rea[on"ing~, it fe,ems to be out _of the' Power: 
3f G_od- himfelf to make any Faa: appear.to ' 
rrue;_ becaufe while he leaves men Free-win,· 
:hey may under the Colour .·of Free-thinking) 
na~te ObjeCtions,. and. illfift upon. unreafonable' 
;erms of SatisfaCtion: but There don't i11fIuence' , . 

he .nature· of FaCts, and,therefore without any 
. . regar~ 

• 

, 

• 
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tbirdpayacqording '10 the Scrip,ures~, >~ ,:, .. 
,I have now 'gon'e thro~ . , ". P~tt ofwha~ . 

at' firfl: propos'd, ha:villg, ~ew' d by -di~e& ' 
Proof that e us did rife, an~':-havinganfwer~d. 
thefevera:l Obje&ions againft,thisFacr,' ~ which -
fome have'drawn from the 'ritings qfthe ,E~, 
vangelifts. -:- ," - '~. -,,' .;.; ,: -~ ><" 

·The Evidence then of this.-Gre~t and' " . ';' 
, , 

crilous Action .lies fairly. before ,the 'Reader. '~.r, , 
-lIave plac'd it in the Cleareft Light that I could.~-
, and have brought: the Proofs of it into' a Shor-' '. 
, ter' Compafs thanUfuaI; BotH ·thefe ar~" great 
Helps to any Sincere., -Unprejudiced man, who' 
would fee the Reafon of the Chriftian'sFaitn~ . - . . 

according' to' the Scripture ~ Story that ~ the.' 
,Apoftles fhould l1ave been Dece~ved in this Poiht . 
of, e us's Reftirrea:ion~ which is no lefSthati , , . 

, 1:0 have been Mo.rally Impoffihle that they fhouJd 

.- tictlI-ar: theCircumftances, of then:: Cafe will' 
o • '. • • _ 

not admit of [uch a Suppofitiorl,and the whole' 
eight of Improbability lies againft it, which:' 

is the' ftrongeft Proof that fuch a Diftant Faa: 
is capable of. ' .. , . , . ,.' ,,': 
, And willa ire man think a Few Cavils fur ... :' -

on the One fide than the Obje~lons on' the' 
,Other, are there. not, greater. Difficulties to be 
met with . in Dis~elieving', than: in Believing?, 

hen the weight is fo great in Favour of. .th~ 

, 6' remove 
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remove it, have a great deaL of Credulity, and 
in this Senfe too II Faith rtble to remove Otln-' 

, loins? ' C J'" ,,-' r ,,' 

, 

. Here then a'Rational Man will take his 
Stand, and being once.convinced that ,e us did"" 
truly rife' fi·o'm the Dead, .from hence he will·· 
fet out in his Enquiries, and taking ~this, Clue . , 
along with him' will eanly fee what udgment 
is, to be made' of fomeother Particulars in the r 

, 

.. ofpel, againft which Exceptions, have been 
taken: ith this Evidence in" his hand" he . 
'\vill.eafily admit all the Miracles,\vrought by.' 
" e us, when Alive, to have been True and Real 
ones: For the Divine 'Power we may be fure " 
would never have exerted it' felf in his favour to' 
Raife him again, if during his Abode on ~atth ' 
he had counterfeited Miracles and ilnpQfed on·a ' 
CrequlQus'Multitude: 'And if he wrought Un- , 
do:tJbtedMiracles, ~ill not this Conclufion ne,;. 
ceffarily follow, That he came from God, teach .... 
ing the Divine ill, b~caufe he made ufeof, 
his Miracles as fo many Proofs of his having a ' 
Commiffion 'from Heaven? , , 

And the fame muil be faid of the Application' 

e us and his Apoftles declat'd to have, been ful
fil1'd in .Him: For however fome of them may· 
appear to U s,~ at t~is, diftance of time; not to 
be exprefly determih'd and tyed "down to His 
Perron, yet, no, Senfe of them can be clearer . 
than what is given them by one who wrought 
Llndoubted Miracles, and therebyprov'd him-,;' 
felf to come.from tha~, God, whorpake by the 
Prophets; and therefore efus's Explication of, 
:hem is no other than G'od's Own; and can Vie 

, -, . ' D' . In 
• , , 

, 
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-Trutfi is",tofen oUt right" at firft. 'fhereAs" not 
Propofition in, Ettclid or Newton, tho' never7 f(J' . 

of C(Jnvia.:i"On~: If a' nrarr begi't1~f' at ~he' ~ 

pl~~est·t:h.ern 'In' a \vrang: and' .uh1ilat:tU!a~ Oif~t1;, 
I t is the' fihrte thing ill! Chri:fti;anfty', if a ,mari" 
fingles- out i Miracle ot' n PtophefY;J ~ .: ~a-" 
v '~XflOS'd as A:rtfuHi a'S' nt', 'caw fnei . ' , 

Stbry 'of eidler1 if froth; then~e lie furm§1 arF 
A:~ urtre'ht that Thefe ddn't 'jifOVC' , tlstQ;have· 
cdrne, £~(jm' @dd-or toh-av6 l1e'en the" 'it'l/i.· .. . ' , , 

,he may- to" wex-k U, feedii to:, fa( 

Fbt,. no doubt" every' Mrratle of Ch ,S~ii I' 

, ., 
def' d,' pOln~, hfftf, otl;~· f.of. tlie tJ!ucf ' Ejf:;:, 

ot fCJftte of ttHel~ ljq; IN1~n'di[~bs<~d . fo? dawn"'a f " J. J:' , 

Se-:p~t.a~d view' theY' cant dtily;- ma&e"us'" , 
n6~ B~tieve'~, " - , ' 

... ,. ,. • '",... ." • I 

. B'rtt"7. aIVth'i~s: 'v;hH&~r;r.f.t1th isl ,rutl1,<-ah.tl,w~tll ( 

N~1:utal ONI~i.·: Do\' but' hegin:· .aha;fQI~. 
low' in:· the Gl1:aill·: of ihifig~-;;\' alia:', HaVe g~~ , 
lrio~ft-tatio'i1 :. where,ls: if y~d1:f Sta-it ~'tO!l~;\; f)f:', 
16&'- tlleTtack ' then: Dauots: ana Dlflibnl£iei~ , ' , 

have S:~dek- eriough' ta· fee·t!' witll)·af aJ 6llerii· 
Fi~ee.;rl11-i:fl~et~ . .' 
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• ,gIve < . , , , 

I 

• 

• 



• • , . . ,. 
• • .. ~ . 

• , ' 
• • 

• 

• , 
• .. 

• • • 

, • , • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• • • 
• 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
.. ~7 . . , 

• 

• 

. givf:. us. in tQe. Roam. of it.? {::h~4iiianitf is I 

,furdly MT.qrth f:o~etlhing, ·.3.!ld ci.:Mcin w.o ·not 
¥art~with it exc.€H~ .,to dv~tage.· hy, the 
£oltle».ligion.o . Nature a' is,o: . r'd ~us.iu :. ... 
,:C: .. nut 4tll is not Gold phat· ,idler?;' it 
-has. . :pro.v~4~ . t~ho.ufancl tjm~s.; . "thii.t N,a
tural Religion is not fufficient for. aU :ollr 

. ~11tS, tlh~t it had' _.one great D,6fe~ :at 1eafr, 

Fardutl . and Forgivenefs . of SIns. =But are 
.:they in earne.it when they talk of [~tti~g 1.1p 

: lity for the Standard? If they were, 
-()ne :;w:ould think that -their \ ri tings, while 
,"-t-hey "recommend it, 'fhou,ld .praCtiCe it, 'aud:the 
·-Exa.mple. ihould .go along,vit1;lthe Do
.. ' rine. 'But is ~ot the ·Col~trary .viable in 
~o!l: .. of :their .' .orks? 1 \v.ill inft.an~e only 
~.n the Author of . the Di co:,!/, 'JlS or} the~fira
,~/es fl :O.1J.r Saviour: one -Specin1en of ·his. Mo-

.', in .119tations I' have given before in 
Page ~I.O, .\vhich I hope will be refer.r'jd .~o u.PQu 
.this .Qcc.afton. And thu~. in Part 1. p. ag .2" 
n,Jc fays. t,hat St. Hilary .is pla.ht ~h<lt there Wflsno 
.uch A:fM:k,et kept in the . finlple 0 . ~r.~. diem., 
i. l~. for. buying and feHing S'heep, Oxen and 
D~v~s.: and Sor this .purpo[e ·he" q1!-0.tes. t:hefe 
,l-vOJfds .of ;thatF~ther ,Non h~behant -: --ud~i 

. quod ,venire .p~ .e.nt, .. neque erat quod emerc' quis 
~ t.' This)s ~but a . part of a Sentence, the 
. e . J·u~s ,thus:. Sed neque Cl)jere : Zfd~os . in· 
,SY1(agr;g.a, neque. vend ere Spir.itum SanCtum· exi i-
.mandu.m e'; .nonenim habebant ut .vendcrc po -.. 
:cnt,1:Jctplc erat quod qt4s' emere po et: . ·e m1$, 

'1UJt '. '~1?at -the . ews were ablc' to bUy and 
~, the' :. iJj',GhfJ in .t~e Synagogue; . or they had' 

. ! D 2. . it 
/ , 7 __ 

" 7 I 
. . , . . . " .. - . . '. • • 

(a) W QolJ!on 's Dife •. Fart. 6. ~ag. 2.g. 
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'it not to' ell, . nor was there any' one to ·buy. ·~t. 
· Here. he deceives his Reader, conce~ling from 
. him; that the buying and ellingmention'd 'by 
St. Hil4r.y was that of the Holy Gho , not of 
Sheep and Oxen, and the Placefpoken .of was 
not the ,yCmple but the Synagogue.' Is .this Mo-
rality? . .... . 
. Again, he makes. Era mus fay, that e us 

.. could not be zealous again . the Pro anation 0 

· that Tentple. 0 . tbe ews, which' was' oon to. he 
,de roy'd, p. 30 • But the words of Era mus 

· Nee CJJiJ'1t illu'tJt tantopere commovebat ~mplum iJ-
· Iud mereimoniis. Boltm, Ovium, Hircorum & Co
lumbaruln pro anatum: . Sed 0 endere volui~. Ava

, . ritiam & . ute um ore capitalem Pc ept Ec
cle tte· ute, quam Telnplum illttd,' cujus Religio 

· mox erat abolenda, gurabat. ~ us was not·· '.0 

· much 'm~'V' d at. th« Pro anation 0 . th~ ~mple by 
themercbandi e 0 O~erJ, Sheep, Goats' and 

. Dpves jbut he meant to c·w that Avarice. and 
, Luxury would be a atal Calamity to 'his Churcb, 
which ' was. gur'd . out ,by that :remple who e 

, or ip was oon a ter . to be aboJi cd. The;! 

the Temple's being [o~n to. be deftroy'd, as 
, a. Rea[on why he fays that . e us 'could not be 
'. Zealous againft the Profan~tion of . it: where
· as Eramtts does not ay this, much lees does 

, ' 

be affign a Reafoll or it: he only mentions 
tl1e .Tenlple's being foon. to bedeftroy'd, as 

· a Circumftance to . :£hew that the Temple was 
a Figure of the Ghriftian Church, which wa,s 

.. to fucceed it. '.; ). ",' as there a 'greater Dif
· ference' between Era mus and ~he onks of H\s 
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, Era mus, and what thIS Unfair Author. would. 

• 

• 

, Some other opportunIty . wIll , be taken 'te I 

:add 'more' Inftancesof the -like· Behaviour, but 

commender of ~he ' Golden Religion .0 ': Nature~ 
. in his attacl{s. upon Chriftianity,- violates the 
-:6r11: principles 'Of Natural Religion,- and mal<es 
a Sacrifice of Common Honefty. to his Zeal 

him' no better things, I would advife hinl not 
·to offer it to the' orld; it is heft in his OWll 

-keeping, it may be of great ufe to Him ill. 
raifingObjeerions againft the Bible ; nay .it may 
· be . a Golden Religion to him, if by the 'help of it 
he can' furnifh his Difcourfes with fuchbold 
'Falfe ods as ihall make them. Sell the better. 
But to all Serious Men, to all who enquire 
'and examine into every' Hardy Alfertion,. his 
Book is their Antidote,; by feeing what He is, 
··they . learn what filch men as have caft off the 
.: Gofpel -are 'likel y to be ,= He is the ftrongeft 
Proof againft Himfelf that Chriftianity .is Nc-
· celf,:\ry to reftrain men,; and there is nothing 
·.jphis ritin s of fo much. eight to in-
· cline men to e Unbelievers, as there is in. 
.l)is Example to thew tlIem the NecefIity :or 
Be~ieving. . . 
,. A Man muG: be much in Love with V ca
riety ,and' wear his. Religion, like his Cloath~ 
-fubje& to every Change of the Faihion, if 
'he 'will quit the ChrHlian Faith, and re.nounce 
· his Creed for an uncertain Something, ,[0 ill 
fupported andfo ill recommended as the Re.. . 
ligion of thefe Difputers. , hen they have 
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dhewn 'us that the, 0..." .agai it ar£.Qf 
more Fprce -than, the Proofs fOr, iit, lthqn' we 

cafes' ·to, . ,nd their ole :Sto.ck .of 'at, 

.wlththem, ~d ,the ' .orld.wIU lore the 'ProOf 
of -their, bilities in ,t!he 'Grea;t Art of: °cli ... 
0' t 1 

.cule: For.as Jet, -the Ar~ticle .. of·, e us's . Ii( ,efiJr.!"', 

-remains' unmo:v'd by any ,~th.ing ,that :rlhey naMe 
. offer' d: The¥have, done .. their Be,ii, it mufi: be 

. , ..().wned, and have faic;i all perh' , d:hat ~the ' it 
. or Malice of man,candev,iCe : But frill it .can 

:Death.a ,the ,.G..tav,€could againft our Sa~ 
..viGur; it .r

o

, slike hill1, and tliiulllphs oyer aU 
.. -9bjections. :," . ,;' . 
• It is :hoped therefol~e, ,that what has been 
laid ,on ,this: ·0ccafi9-fl ,: .will, have fome' 
fe.a: 'to c.heck .. the' !l1c:reafing infidelity :.of.1: . 
A:g..e ~ , ,an~ that men : will. c01)ifidea4

' ' ,·w~igh 
. matters , ,.before : they }fOrln an : u' fffient to 

lthe Prejudice of that· Eaith'- JW,' eh can plead. 
.p.refcriptiqn, and :by ! ~ing~its Reafonable
~nefs can make that :Prefcription appear a. 
.GoQd one. If the Proofs .that :l nave brought 

- in ,its favour are fo convincing, as I am lPru: ... 
fuaded they are, :l€t fU9h men exatn ine their· 
,-own 'he~ll·ts carefuHy, 'and fee, .wl1ether ,e:>,ther' 
lVIotives ,than. thofeof :R.eafon do not .deter-. 

" .. '.. ~ 

:1;Ili~e them to '. :U nbeliefo 1 ,pr.etend .not )to. 
'€h:~rge .it 'u, ~ n their Vi(tes:' .or ·their ·i\[anity 
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influences theln: But they muft .g~ve up the Pre .. ' 
tence of Reafon (I mean of . ght Reafon . in 
this Cafe; for This Iyes direCtly againft them, 
it blows full in their. Facei . and that which 
is the Demonftration of our Faith, can never 
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