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To His EXCELLENCY

%‘%ifmm Shirley, Eiqs

Captain General and Governor in
Chief, in and over hisMAJESTY’S
Province of the Maflachufetis-
Bay in New-England, and Vice-
- Admiral of the fame.

HigfOU R Excellency being, un-
5;% 7S
%Y % derthe DivINE CONDUCT,
20
osenr the principal Former and

“Promoter of the profperous
Expedition to Cape-Brezon ; of {uch
vaft Importance to the Trade,Wealth
and Power of Grear Britain, as well
as Safety of Her American Colonies;
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DEDICATION.

and’ {o - much - toithe Glory where- |
with GOD has crown’d hlS Ma-
JESTY'S happy Relgn" i

The f’ollowmg SERMON
is, in Gratitude and j!ufcice_,
with éll jSﬁ-bIl’lﬁﬁOﬂ, o
DeEDICATED -
By '

. Your EXCELLENCY’S
20 W oF

Moft Obliged, -
Obedient,

Humble Servant,.

Thomas Prince.
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Psar. cxviil. 27,

This is the LorD’s Doing ! 1If 1s marvellous
212 our Fyes!

[ THOUT any Reference to the prime and
particular View of the Words ; 1 fhall now.
_ only obierve the General Truth reprefented in
DAL, ‘them, and then apply it to the Special Occafron

3 (FrerirmaT of the joyous Solemnity of the prefent Day.
For, the General Truth exhibited in the Text; i1s this—

that fome extraordinary Events, without being properly
term’d miraculous, have {fuch lively Characters of their
being the Doings of Gop, as they are evidently fo to un-
prejudic’d and careful Obfervers, and appear marvellous
in their pious Eyes.

By fome extraordinary Ewents, 1 mean fome remarl-able
Ones in the natural and moral World, even in the pre-
fent Ages as well as the former, which greatly affect hu-
man Societies or particular Perfons, efpecially the People

of Gop, and thefe Events conneted with the various
Means and Caufes leading to them:.

By Events not properly term’d miraculous 3 1 mean, when

A 4 Gob
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Q A THANKSGIVING-SERMON

Gop does not appear to work on his Creatures in a Man-
ner contrary to the ufual Ways of his Working, fingly in
themf{clves confider’d. '
And by their having fuch lively Characiers of their being
the Doings of GOD, as they are evidently fo to unprejudic’d
and careful Obfervers ; I mean, thefe Charaders are di-
ftinguifhingly bright and legible to fuch qualified Perfons :
Or if they are inadvertent, or under a Prejudice ; they are
not like to fee them to be the Doings of Gop, much lefs

admire them in a pious Manner, or yield him the Glory
of them. See Ffal. xcii. 4,— 6.

But to clear this Truth, we muft conlider thefe three
General Heads, as the Time allows, ————

1. In what Manner may the fovereign (Gop be faid to
operate ufually among his Creatures.

2. When' have bis providential Operations {uch live',
Charalters of their being bis Doings.

3. The pious Admirations they fhould raife up in us, and
which they happily raife if we are duly difpofed.

I. In what Manner may the fovercign Gop be faid to
epcrate ufually among his Creatures.

And here we mufl needs obferve ; -that as there are #hree
Sorts of Creatures or created Subftances, wiz. Corporeal,
Spiritual, and Compos’d of Both ; {o there is a different Sort
of Opcration of Gop upon and among them. -

1. In his Opcration on merely corporeal oxr material Sub-
fances—He not only by his continual Influence, preferves
them in their Being, Nature or eflential Properties of So/z-
dity, Extenfion, &c, which he has been pleas’d to give them;
‘but to this Influence he alfo feems to add his further zfual
Operations in thefe three different Manners, viz.

(1) In continually caufing all material Subftances to 17-
cline towards each other, in regular Proportions to their
Quantities and Diftances: Which is commonly called the
Law or Power of Attraétian or Gravity.

(2) When they come to a certain Nearnefs, he by a
contrary Cperation moves them, in regular Proportions ?l--
| o



for the Taking of Cape-Breton, 9

{0, to fly off » Which is commonly called the Law or Power
of Repulfian; without which all material Subftances on
¥arth wou’d foon unite in one {folid Body,

(3) When they are forced within a certain Nearnefs,
he by a different Operation makes them move and joiz to-
cether in certain Degrees of Power : Which is commonly
called the Law or Power of Cobefion 3 without which there
would' be no fuch Thing as Union or Coherence in mate-
rial Subftances.

And thefe are called the #hree prime and general Laws of
Nature in the material World ; whereby he chiefly appears
to govern it. But yet 1t is moit evident that he confines not
himfelf to thefe: For he plainly operates in divers other
Manners on the Planets, Gometss Rays of Light; as alfo
in the Cafes of Eleftricity, Magnetifm, Cold, Heat, &c.
which are fo many various Ways of his Operation, nced-
ful for the Schemes of Providence, and the Blefling and
Chaftifing of the World.

And in the different Proportions of all the various Powers
and Aétions abovementioned, there is no doubt amazing
IWifdom 5 whichl leave the Learned, of Leifure, to confider.

'T'o which we muft likewife add, that for the perfedt Go-
vernment of all Things here below, in a due Accommoda-
tion between the material and the moral World, for the
latter of which the former 1s made, preferv’d, and govern’d s
—1It is doubtlefs needful, that the abfolutely foverecign, wife
and omniprefent LorDp, Proprietor, and Ruler of all,
fhould referve to himfelf the juft Liberty, either mcdiately
by brutal Animals, Men or Angels ; or where their Powers
are infufficient to anfwer his wife Deligns, by his zmmediate
Influence (which tho’ unfeen by Men, may be {een by An-
oels) to move and order all material Subftances this way or
the other, as He fees beft.

And it feems abfurd to {uppofe, that the infinite Gop,
who is abfolute, and all-original Life and Power, fhould con~
flantly afford to Angels and Men, yea to the moft minute
Animalcula, the Power of moving material Subftances even
contrary to theabovementioned Laws of Nature every Mo-
ment ; yea, that he fhould be continually makingMillions of
Animals with fuch a Power as this ; andy yet confine himfelf
from doing as much as they, by his zmmediate Power. Thus
for Inftance, he now affords me by 2 {ingle Breath the Power
of moving Millions of Atoms upwards againft the Laws of
Gravity : * And can we imagine that this great and uni-

verfal
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verfal AGENT has confined himfelf from doing as much
upon all Occafions, by hzs immediate, tho’ fecret Influence ?
Or even infinitely more than this: Asin raifing, turning,
allaying Winds and Seas, and numberlefs other Operations,
where other Powers inferior to hlS are infufficient to com-
pafs his Defigns.

So, in Scripture, the vaft Vanetxcs of Wmds and Seas,
of Clouds and Vapours, Snow, Fire and Rain, Cold and
Heat, and other material Subftances, are reprefented as
continually direted by him, to fulfil his Pleafure. See
Fob xxxvi, xxxvil, xxxvili. Pfal. Ixv. cxlvii, exlviii, .

Nor may this be accounted properly m:mm/am——-For it -
would be firange indeed that the huge Lewviathan thould
by a Power derived from Him, throw up a Cloud of Water
into the Air ; or even the moft minute Animalculum, by
the Pad of a I'in, in a Moment raife up Millions of wa-
tery Particles againft’ the Laws of Gravity, without a Mi-
racle : And yet for the great Gop to raife up a {ingle Atom
by his ifmmediate Power, fhould be efteemed a Miracle.
And as long as thefe are the %fual, tho’ the zmmediate Ope-
rations of Gor ; ; they are no more miraculous, than his
Zrmediate Impreﬁic}n of Gravity on material Subftances,

or on any primary Subftance whereby thc Impreffion may
be made on others,

2. In his Operation on Subftances purcly Spn itual —
He not only by his continual Influence preferves them in’
their diftinguifhing Exiftence, Nature or effential Proper-.
ties of L{ﬁ:, aud Powers of Perceiving, sz;zzémg, volun-,
tary Motion, &c. He has been pleas’d to give them ; but

to this Influence He alfo feems to add his further uﬂm!
Operations in thefe 2hiree Ways.,

(1) By producing and continuing fecret, inward Bents

or Difpafitions i them ; as the holy Bents of holy Angels,
and holy Souls departed, &c.

(2) By raifing and continuing fdeas in their Imagina-
tions, Memories, and Under&andmws, as-alfo 1mpre{ﬁng
them with various Perceptions of DeZz bt or Trouble -
Whereby he chiefly feems to rule the mam[ World. So
he continually gives the Millions of holy Angels his Direc-
tions : And they are conftantly attending to him, and in
every Part of the Univerfe accomplifhing his Orders. And,
{o. he makes the holy Angels happy with Perceptions of

pure
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pure Delight; and the {inful Ancrels wretchcd with Percep- -
tions of Anmety *

(3) By dwaée?zz? g //Jm pmz; . ﬂmngrbe:zzng, guiding their
antelleétual Powers, to conceive and penetrate ; compare,

diftinguifth, and _]udO'e of Thmfrs, and contrive and form
thelir Schemes; and_ by gxqirz'ﬁg their Purfuits : Whereby
he fecretly and wonderfully governs in ithe midft of num-
berlefs Contingencies among the Creatures.

- And then, '

2. With Refpeé& to Creatures Compos’d of Subftances
both Corporeal and Spiritual, as brutal Animals and Men s
his Operations on them may be of all the various Kinds to-
gether, according to their feveral Natures and LCapacities,
we have in brief defcribed ; befides’ uniting them, keeping
them wunzted, and {ome peculiar Impreflions of Pleafure,
Pain, &c. fuitable to their myfterious Urzon.

And it feems highly reafonable to think, that where the
Powers of zaferior Creatures {uffice not to accomplith his.
Defigns, He employs the bigher, or both together: And
where they are all -{fuflicient, He puts forth his Power a-
bove .them ;. makes them lnﬁrumental as far as may be, and
then alls by his own fuperior Influence.

- As to brutal Animals — they no doubt receive their va-
rious Inffiné#s from him : And he may by Angels often give
them Ideas and rule them.

And as to Men — He no doubt mfplres thelr various
Geniufes : As alfo frequently, if not continually, ufes An-
gels, the Evi! by Permiflion, the Holy by Command, to
iun'geﬁ Ideas to them ; and then ufes #hem to fuggeft Ideas
to oné another : Which are inftrumental Caufes under his
permiffive, controlling and directive Influence, of number-
lefs Paffions, Appetites, Confultations, Projects, Refolu-
tions, Actions and Events. He awakens, {harpens, ﬁrength-—
ens, guides the intelle€tual Powers of Aden : And where
the Powers of Angels are fufficient to give complete Ideas
to perform- his Schemes ; He may fecretly by his zmmediate
- Operations, utterly unknown to Men, fuggeft innumera-
ble Ideas in them ; and therewith infufe his exciting Influ-
ence of Zeal, A&ivity, Courage and Refolution to fulfil
his Councils.

Nor may the unknown Suggeffions of good Angels be ac-
counted proper Infpirations 5 any more than the Suggeftions
of Satarz when he rifes up in our Minds Ideas of Scrip-

tures,
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tures, as he did in the human Mind of CurisT : Or whent
one Man by Signs {uggells Ideas to others, and excites their
Courage. Nor are the fdeas and Excitations receiv’d from
Gop, either mediately by Men or Angels, or immediately
by Himfelf, proper Infpirations : Any more than his infu-
fing Millions of Spirits every Moment into new Seeds or
Embrios of Animals, making them alive and aftive; or in-
fuling into them various Inftin&s or Geniufes ;3 or impre{~
iing them with Pleafures, Pains, &c. |

Yor, by [nfpiration 1 mean, the certain Revelation he has
been pleas’d to give of Himfelf and of his 777ll, and of
"Things paft and to come, by CurisT and his Prophets and
Apoftles of old, put into the BisLE and confirm’d by Miras
cles, as a definitive Rule of Faith, Worfhip, moral and ye-~
ligious Conduct. YEvery kind of [dee and Excitation, or
Propenfion in us, whether arifing merely from our own
Minds, or from evil or good Men and Minifters, or from
evil or good Angels, or even immediately from Gop him-
{elf, are therefore all to be brought to this onlyinfpired Rule,
and tried thereby; for which End it was infpired and con-
firmed. And the frue Origin of our Ideas and Excitations
15 kept concealed from us, (without any internal Criterion to
judge from whence they come, as the Prophets had of Old)
that by this known divine Rule we might for ever try them.
In which Trial we are carefully to ufe our intellectual
Powers: And being aware that in the midft of all we need
the Help of Gon, both in underftanding the Rule, and in
the Application of it ; to Him we muft humbly and ever
repair in CHR1sT, and feck for Guidance.

For IMuftration — I might eafily bring -a Multitude of
Scriptures 3 but theTime would fail me. I fhall only cite
to Deut. xxxil. " 1 Sam. ii. 2 Sam.xxii. 1 Chron. xxix. Fob
V. xil. xxxif—xxxv. Pfal. xxxiv. xlvii. ciii. civ. cvil. and

cxiil. ffa. xxviii: and xliv. Dan. ii. and iv. Foel 1. and ii.
Mait, x. 29, 30. ALts XVil, 244+ 2.8,

" In fhort, all Nature, both inanimate and aniinate, both
human and angclical, is full of Gon ; full of his perpetual
moving, guiding, and over-ruling Influence; and as the.
Apoftle perfectly exprefles it, Eph.i. x1. Wha worketh all
Things according to the Council of his own IVl |

But then I may not omit to obferve, that agreeable to

" Scripture Revelation,- THE ETERNAL WORD or SON of
Gob, who with the eternal FATHER and SPIRIT created
all Things; in a perfect Unton with thofe Divine Perfons,
He alio upholds and rules the. World from the Time 3&'

: : Naae
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made it : But from the Fgzll, He rules it alfo in the {pecial
Form of a MEDp1IATOR: And ‘upon the Exaltation of his
bhuman Nature to Heaven, it is advanced to a wondrous
Participation with his piviNe PERrRson, in his fupreme
Dignity, tranfcendent Glory and univer{al Empire. See
Fobni. Eph. i. Col. i. Heb. 1, &c.

And thus have we fhewn in what Aanner may the fo-
vereign GoD be faid to gperate #fually among his Creatures.

We now come more briefly to confider,

I1I. When have bis providential Operations {uch lively
Characters of their being bis Doings, as they are evidently
fo to unprejudic’d and careful Obfervers.

Even the common Operations in the merely material
World, the more we fearch them, the more they appear
to be the Doings of Gop. . But there is fuch a natural
Atheifm; Blindnefs, and Prejudice in us, as we are averfe
to fee it, and prone to afcribe them to Nature only, or any
Thing elfe than his ever alting Influence. A terrible Storm
of Thunder and Lightning, or a more fearful Earthquake,
or fome extraordinary Danger or other, feems necedful to
bring us to {ee his Operations in Nature.

And fo it is likewife in his mixz Operations of Provi-
dence.  When there is only a Circle of common QOccur-
ences, we are apt to imagine there is only a Courfe of Na-
ture, blended with the common Powers, Arts, Contri-
vances and Actions of Men ; and the Doings of (Gob ap-
pear not in them. We have therefore need of fome ex-
traordinary Work of Gop in Providence, to awaken our
Minds, and more evidently thew his Doings. And this he
oracioufly condefcends to give us in the fallawmg Cafes.

1. When in Affairs of vaft Lmportance, there is a won-
derful continued Z7ain and timely Goincidence of innumerable
Varieties of fdeans, both in the material and moral World
together, without our Power, and beyond our Profpect,
all confpiring to fome great Event, exceeding happy in its
prefent Influence and future Tendency.

For tho’ in fuch extraordinary Works of Gob as thefe,
the _/évemf Parts confider’d fingly, are his ufual Operations,
and don’t affe& with Wonder, or ftrike our Minds with
fo clear and ftrong an Evidence of their being his Doings ;
Yet to fee them all fo perfeitly adjufted, asto make up
One, great, wife, curious and confiftent Scheme, to accom-

plith an Avent af vaft Impar tance ; — L'his yields fufficient
Evidence
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Evidence of wile Defign and fuperior Management inHiwm,
who has all the Powers of Nature, . Men and Angels in his
Hands, and over-rules them all to fulfil his Purpofes.

2. This yet appears with a ftronger Evidence, and even
i)l more wonderous 3 when among a great Number of

furprizing and important lncidents, there are many fo mo-
mentous and critical, that if any one had not fallen precifely
in its fpecial Place and Jundture, there would have been
exceeding great Imbarraflments and Hindrances ; and ma-
‘ny others fo ¢ffential, that if all and every one had not come
in exaltly as they did; the great Event bad fail’d, and the

main Scheme with all its vaft and curious Apparatus totally
mifcarried.

3. When in exceeding difficult, perples’d and dangercus
Cafes which look almoft defperate, and much more which
{eem in a Manner /off, there opens at once a prear Deliver-
ance, beyond our Power and T'hought: And much more
ftill, when the Deliverance opens with Suceefs, and the very
Means of our Diftrefs and Danger, are made {ubfervient to
our Profperity and Safety.

4. And laftly, When in this Conjunéture, the fovereign
Gop is more than ufually acknowledged ; looked to, and
trufted in, an extraordinary Spirit of Prayer is raifed up in
many ; and all thefe {urpriling Incidents and Means, with
all our wonderful Salvations, Succefs and Happinefs, come

on in punctual Anfwers to many fervent and fiducial Ad-
dreffes to Him.

1 might mention Oiber Cales and illuftrate Thefe; but
the Hour would fail me. And to make the lirger Room
for the Application, we muft be alfo thort on our

III. General Head 5 which is to reprefent the pions Ad-
miratior which thefe extraordinary Appcarances and Works
of Gop fhould raife up in us, and which they happily raife
if we are duly difpofed. *

Admiration 1s one of the fublimeft Altions of a created
Spirit. It 1s the rifing up of the Mind in a refpeéiful View
of {omething it {ees and owns to be {uperior to it, | And
when it rifes to the reverent View of (Gop, it rifes to the
hicheft and moft worthy Objet, and pays him fome of the
"Honour in the higheft Mleafure eternally due to his tranfcen-

dent Excellencies and Operations,

And
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And as this allwife CREATOR has' made us capable of
this noble 4¢é7ion, and in our very Adake infufed a Difpofi-
tzon to it on extraordinary Appearances; he therefore fre-
quently does extraordinary Things in Providence, to awake
our Attention and excite our Wonder ; to give us more
open Difplays of his fupreme Wifdom, Power and Govern-
ment, and raife our due and reverent Admirations of him.

In the beavenly W orld 3 from the inexhauftible Source of
his infnite Perfeétions, no doubt there now are and will be
cternally furprizing Difplays of his Glories, to the perpetusl
and entertaining Wonder of the happy Inhabitants. Butas
in thefe lower Regions we frequently need them, he frequent-
ly gives them : And if we were as obfervant as Elipbaz, we
fhould find abundantCaufe to cry out in Admiration of Gob
as He, Fobv. g. Who does great Things and unfearchable,
marvellous Things without Number !

But when the fovereign Gob is pleafed, in diffinguifhing
Favour to us, to go out of his common Courfe, and thew
a vaft Contrivance, and over-rule a Multitude of all Kinds
of Caufes, making them confpire to fome great and happy
Lvent, or do fomething extraosrdinary for our Salvation and
vait Advantage ; — "T'hen he more highly obliges us, and
more loudly calls us to confider his wondrous Works ; to
fee Hivm, 7. ¢. his fuperior Hand and Excellencies in
them, and pay our duc and diftinguifhing Admirations
to him. |

T'hen we thould carefully lay alide every Prejudice : And
our obliged Soul fhould oper to every Beam of Light and
Evidence of the Operation and Care of (Gop in all the Parts
~ of the Providence, and forming them all intoan admirable
Syftem. We fhould enlarge our Views to {ee the va/? fin-
portance of his wondrous Works, both to Ourfelves and O-
thers, in allits Branches: And attentively mind the various
Springs and Incidents in the Run of the Whole, and how
they all furprifingly confpire to a profperous lilue. Nor
yet — content with the bare viewing of thelc; but our
grateful Minds thould fee the 777 /doin, Power, Fuftice, Ho-
linefs, Truth and Goodnefs of Gop illuitrious in them ; and
then confider how He thould thus be working for Us, while
we were unworthy of the leaft of his Mercies. Laftly, in
our admiring Views of the whole Work of Gop, our Souls
fhould rife into the higheft reverent Admuration of Him ; and
then break out in moft thankful Praife, as the pious Plalmift
e It 15 the LLORD’s Doing 5 It is marvzlious in our Eves !

And

("
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And as all this is clearly moft due toGob on fuch Appeai-
‘ances, it is the lively Bent and Praftice of unfeigned Piety.
~ But we muft haften on to aAppLY thefe Things, in Pur-
fuance of our firfk Defign, to the great and extraordinary
Occafion of this happy Solemnity.

For, the fovereign Gop, who ruleth by his Power for
ever, and does what he pleafes among the Sons of Men, has
by a furprizing Courfe of Providence led us inte a moft ad-
venturous Enterprize againft the F7ench Settlements at Cape-
Breton, and their exceeding firong City of Lowuzfbourgh, for
warlike Power the Pride and T'error of thefe northern Seas 3
and by a wondrous Series and happy Coincidence of various
Means, delivered them into our Hands. And this, in a moft
fignal Manner, is The LLorD’s Doing in the prefent Day ;
and is truly marvellous in every pious, yea, 1 may fay, in
every unprejudic’d and confiderate Eye.

And here l fhall endeavour thefe zwo Tﬁings, as the
Seafon allows,

1. In brief lay open to view the wa/? Importance of the

Place ; that we may more clearly fee the Greatnefs
of the Mercy in giving it to us : And then

2. Look into the wondrous Scenes of Providence, and

{ee fome of the various and furprizing Szzps that led
to the happy Acquifition.

I. In brief lay open to view the waf? Importance of the

Place 5 that we may more clearly fee the Greatnefs of the
Nerey, in giving it to us.
- The Ifland belong’d originally to the Briti/h Empire >
‘Wias at firft compriz’d in the general Name and grand Pa-
tent of New £ngland in 16203 but in the following Y eat
fet off and included in Nowva Scetia by a feparate Patent 3
and fince, in Nova Scotia comprehended in the Royal
Charter of the Maffachufet Province in 16g1.

It abounds in the beft of Pz Coal known: in America ¢
And {o near the Surface of the Earth and Coaft of the Sea,
as to be very eafily dug and put in Veflels, Yea, from 1703,
Labontan had told us of the Freunch Ships loading with and
carrying the fame to Gaudalupe and Martineco, for the refi-
ning of Sugars, to their great Advantage. And its commo-
dions Harbours 3 with its bappy Situation 1n the Center of
our Fifhery, at the Entrance of the Bay and River of Ca-
nada, and in the Wake, of all the T'rade from Europe to -

the,
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the Britifb Colonies-on:the Main Land of America, and both
from them and our e/t India Iflands to Europe; rendercd
the Place of fuch vaft Importance—that I remember while
in England, when we came to know the Tory Miniftry
~had by the [reaty of Utrecht in 1713, refign’d it to the
French 3y all true-hearted Britons who knew the Circums=
ftance of the [fland, moft grievoufly lamented the Refig-
nation, as full of teeming Mifchief to the Br:irifh Trade,
Wealth and Power, and as one of the moit fatal A&s of
that unhappy Miniftry.

And the mifchievous Confequence has fince every Year
been a rrrowmg Confirmation of their judicious Profpeds.
For the French well knowing the vaft Advantage of their
Acquifition, have built a walled City on the moft conve-
nient Port both for Trade and Fortification ; — for thefe
Thirty Years been adding to its natural and artincial
Strength ; and by immen{e Sums and the utmoit Art and Di-
ligence, .made it one of the ftrongelt Farz‘mﬁf in Americo,
if not in Europe : Such as was not like to be taken without
a very powerful, fkilful and refolute Almy both by Sea
and Land, or being ftarved to a Surrender. In fhort, it
‘was the Dzmﬁzzr/{f of North America, and«in fome Refpedls
of greater Importance.

For,.by Means of this /fland and Fortification, the French
have every Year enlarﬂ‘ed their Fifbery 3 and th‘_z....;}} their
Lrade, Wealth and S/J:ppz;zg And by fithing ¢heaper than,
we, they have more and more commanded the Trade of
Spain, Portugal and Italy ; drawn away their Gold and
Silver.; .and greatly diminifh’d our Trade and Fifhery, a
pr incipal Source both of-the Briti/hW ealth and naval Power.

So permcxous a Szttlement was thlS—-—th.lt for above thefe
Twe:«zry Years, it has feem’d to me, “twere worth the while
to.eﬂﬂ'age In a War with France, if twere for nothing elle
buf; to recover this moft important /fland to the Brn‘{/}) e
pzre. Yeho*a War was dreadful, the Necefﬁty and Hazard
feem’d every ¥ ear to encreafe : “The longer *twas deferr’d,
the njore pf)werful and dangerous they grew, and the lcfs
our Hope of their being ever reduced.

Yea, from the Confideration of fuch a_ffrong Defence,
the Advantage of /700d, Sea-Coal, Fifhery, and Free-Gift
Land in this and the ncmhbourlnﬂ' I{lands, the Settlemcnt
of Thoufands of People on them alrmdy and the innume=
rable Poor in the Sea-Coaft Towns of France, ever iwarm-
ing and coming over to them ; — it feems highly probable,
that if the Peace continued much longer, there would be

B , .. 1
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in a few Years Time {fuch a Multitude of French Inhabi-
tants, as with the growing Numbers in the bordering Con-
tinent of Nova Scotia and Canada, with the Addition of
the /ndian Nations, would exceedingly vex and watte, yea,
endanger the Conqueft of our Englifb Colonies.

At length, without our Seeking, and in the moft criti-
cal T'ime, the LorD was pleas’d to leave them to preci-
pitate a War upon us. An unexpeéted Seafon opens to
make the dangerous Trial, if the ALMicHTY would pleafe
to profper us. And now all the northern Golonies, and Qurs
efpecially, began to feel their deftruétive Power and Influ-
ence : Ina few Months Time, infefting our Coafts, taking
our Shipping, ruining our Fifhery and 1rade, deftroying
Canfo, invading Annapolis, reducing us to Straits, and car-
rying our People Captive into a Place almoft impregnable.

And as it was a Source of Privateers and Men of I ar
diftrefling to Us; it was alfo a fafe Refort, both of their
Weft and Eaft India Fleets, to their great Advantage in
returning Homeward.

Of fuch vaft Importance was this firong Port of our Ene-
mies ; and this poficfs’d by one of the moft enterprizing,
powerful and active of Nations.

But in the Wi{dom of Gop, the ftronger it grew, the
better in the Iffue for ws : The French having built a regu-
far City, and laid out immenfely more to render it both
ftrong and commodious, than we fhould, if the Place had
been in our Power. Yea, it feems moit likely, that if zhey
had not poflefs’d it, there would neither have been a Bat-
tery, nor even a Houfe in the Pori to this Day; no more
than in many fine Harbours of Neva Scotia 5 which the’ {o
near. the Fithery, have been negleéted by us for {o many
Years, from the Peace of Utrecht. DBut now 1n a few
IWeeks Time, the fovereign (Gop has pleafed to give us
the Fruits of thefe Thirty Years prodigious Art, Labour
and Expence of our Enemies: And this py Means of fo
fmall 2 Number, lefs than Four thoufand Land-Men, un-
-us’d to War, undifciplin’d, and that had never {een a

oiege in their Lives. ¢ is the LorD’s Doing ! 1t 1s.mar-
vellous in our Eyes !

I1I. Let us thercfore look into the wonderons Scenes of

Providence, and f{ce {fome of the various and {urprizing
- oteps which led to the happy Aequifition.

And thefe we may review under thefe Two Heads. ——
) I. ThC

.
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1. I'he remarkable Steps which led to the dangerous £«
terprize ;. And | '

2. ‘The furprizing Steps [ucceeding us therein.

1. T'he remarkable Steps of Providence which led us to
the adventurous Enterprize.

I have already hinted at thefe two Particulars—

1. QOur Enemies being left of Gon, in Oppofition to all
the Rules of Policy, but in too early Confidence of their,
{ufficient Growth of Power, while engag’d with the Queen
of Hungary, to hurry into a /Zar with us 5 while their tra-
ding Ships were moftly abroad, zheir INawy not {o well pre-
par’d, and ours by the previous War with Spain equipp’d
and ready to employ its Power for our Defence and their
Annoyance : It {eems in as happy a Junéture as we could
wifh for : Without which we {hould not have had the Ad-

vantage or Opportunity which they have openced to us.

2. T'he People of Cape~Breton early and fuddenly feizing
Canfo, invading Annapolis, and M. DeVivier going to France
for additional Forces by Sea and Land, to recnew the Affault
_in the Spring of the ¥aar ;—were improv’d by Gop as a
Means of rouzing us up with the‘S8enfe of Danger, and of
exciting our Governor to implore the King for fome nava [
Help : Without which it feems that Commodore Zarren
with his Three Ships of War had not been ordered from our
Weft-India 1flands to New-England : "'1T'ho’ then, 1 fuppofe,
without any {pecial View to this important Enterprize.

3. By the Cape Bretoners taking and carrying {o many of
our People into their Harbour and Ciry, they were obliged to!
return them to us: Whereby we came to be more acquaint-
ed with their Situation and the proper Places of landing and
attacking : And at the fame Time it is in the Jilue happy,
they were not fully aware of the prodigious dtrength of the
Fortifications, or of the great Number of /Zen within and
near them ; or we necver had prefum’d on fuch an Enter-
prize: Yea, tis happy that {fome few, who better knowing
the Place, gave the more exalt Accounts and fpake difcou-

raging ; yet we were fo fet on {fending, thecy were not
regarded.

4. Gop was pleafed to give laff Swummer a great Flenty
B 2 of
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of Provifion to our northern Golonzes 3 whereby we were t41s

Spring prepared to fupply fo great Armament: And at
the fame T'ime cut thort the Crops in Canada and the French

Weft India Iflands, whereby “twas apprehended that Thofe
at Gape-Breton were conliderably ffraiten’d, and that both
the Canada-French and Indians were hindered the laft Year
from troubling our inland Boerders.

5. By our Accounts of the Uneafinefs of the Switzers
There, for want of Pay and Provifion; and the Call and
Wants of their £a/f and e/ India Fleet in the Fall of the
Year, and their Supplies with Men and Vi&tuals, if not Am-
munition ; ’twas reprefented, the remaining French were
further weakened ; and we were the more encouraged. And
“twas further remarkable, that their Store Ships from France
in the Fall came f{o late on their Coaft, and the Winter

"T'here fet in fo early and fierce, as to keep them out of their
Harbour and drive them off to Martineco.

6. From the fanguine Reprefentations made by our re- .
turned Captives, of the Eafinefs of our taking the Place by
an early Surprizal before any Help could come, either from
France or Canada ; (Gop was pleafed to lead our Governor,
vigilant and aétive for our Safety and Welfare, into the Pro-
ject: And early forming the Scheme ; in the moft timely
Seafon, in the midft of Winter, when ourIntercourfe abroad
was fealed up, to move and prefs it on the Gencral Affembly ;
and after, in convenient Time, on our neighbouring Govern-

ments 3 and with wonderous Refolution, Circumifpection
and Afliduity to purfue the fame.

7. 'T'ho” when the Affair was firft propos’d to the General
Court, the Difficultics feem’d fo great, and the Expence fo
finking to this poor People, that they faw no Light to ven-
ture without a powerful, previous Help from £ugland ; yet
upon further Reprefentations, that the Seafon would likely
be loft for ever, &c. the Affair was unexpeétedly reconii-
der’d : And the {fovereign Gob fo overzrul’d the Ab/fence ot
divers worthy Reprefentatives, who judged it too vaft an
Undertaking for us ; that *tis {aid the final Refolution for it
on Fan 25. was juft carried but by one Majority : And e-
ven that and otherVotes had been loft, if the fuperior Great-
nefs of the Experce had been then imagined ; 1t foon abun-
dantly cxceeding their Expetations.

8. When
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8. When the General Gourt had agreed on this great En-
terprize, it is {urprizing to think, with how profound a Se-
crecy, fo many Members in the Centre of fo populous, obfer-
ving and inquifitive Town as thls, for fo many Days, kept
their Confultations ; ’till the various Parts of the Plan were
fettled, Committees chofen, and all things ripe for enlifting
SoldLers, hiring Veflels, buying Materials and Provifions -
And as furprlzm0' to fee with what a general Si/ence all thefe
Things were done in this City and Land ; and the Army and
Fleet equipp’d and:ready to fail, while the reft of the World
had fcarce any Intelligence of our Preparations. .

9. As foon as ever the De¢fign was £nown among us, it
was a marvellous Thing, that when this Province had lately
loft fo many hundred Men Voluntiers in the fad Expedition to
Carthagena,not One in9en being alive to return, their Wives
left Widows, and their Children Orphans ; — yet to fee {o
many Jifely Men, and I conclude the moft of them Owners
. of Land and Houfes, or Heirs of the {ame, and many Reli-
gious, in all our Towns, readily lifting even as private Sol-
diers; with the fimall Wages of Twenty-five Shillings, New
'I"enor, a Aonth, to leave their gainful Farms and T'rades,
as well as Parcnts,lees and Children; all as free Voluntiers,
to ferve their Gop, their King and Country, in this hazard-
ous Enterprize : Yea, more to lift than the Court defired :
And that fo many Men of diftinguithed Figure cou]d chear-
fully offer themlelves—even Four of his M AJEsST Y s Gonir-
cil for this Province, among them the Hon.#7/liam Pepper-
rell, Efq; the firlt of the Council ;. as alfo the Hon, Deputy

Governor of Gonnelticut Colony 5 and divers Otbers of pud-

lick E flecn and Charalier.

ro. It was wonderful alfo to fee that.during thofe Zwo
ufually ftormy Months of February and Marcb, .the only
Seafon for our Preparation, (Gop was pleafed to .give us
fuch a conflant Series of moderate and fair Weather, asin
that Time of the Year has {carce ever been known among
: So that there was hardly any Impediment to our Ofh-
cers ooing about and enlifting, or of our Soldiers in march-
ing, or our Velflels in ﬁttma, or-our Coafters in bringing
" us Proviﬁons, or our Committee of War in their various
Preparations, ’till all were ready to fail.

11. The extraordinary Thougcht, Contrivance, Order,
Management and quick Difpatch, not only of His ExcEr-
B 3 LENCY,

- -



.22 A THANKSGIVING-SERMON

LENCY, but alfo of our Council of War, {feems wonderful
—~that Gentlemen unus’d to fuch Affairs, fthould in Twe

Months Time, think of and get every, Thing fuitable for |

{fo great and various an Armament by Sea and Land: So
that nothing proper feems to have been omitted. And I
have heard fome exprefs themfelves with Wonder to fee
how Things would happen : — Juft as they wanted fome

Kinds of Aaterials or Provifions, an unexpelled  Veffel
would come in and bring them. *

12. It was alfo wonderful—that though the Smal/ Pox,
which has been fo fatal and dreadful to us, came into #h:s
-Zown and Harbour, as our 'T'roops were coming in both by

Land and Water, and continued all the Time they were
quartering and anchoring here, very few of the Officers or
Soldiers having had it, and we were full of anxious Appre-
henfions ; yet it neither hindred them, nor did the dangerous
Infedtion {pread among them, which in that critical Juncture
would, after all, have wholly overthrown the Enterprize.

And now our Army of 7hree Thoufard Land Soldiers,
with all Kinds of Stores being ready to fail about the 20th of
March, in about a Hundred Veffels, befides Five Hundred
Soldiers more fent from Conneticut, and Three Hundred and
Fifty from New Hampfbire—we had almoit every gloomy
Profpelt to make us tremble.

For our Inland Borders were now left bare of a great Part
of their Strength, by the enlifting of fo many of their able

Nien Voluntecers in the Expedition. And if the Enterprize .
{ucceeded, the beavy Debt would almofit fink us. But if, for,
our Offences, Gop was carrying forth a great Part of the’

Flower of our Country to be deftroy’d ; a moft difinal Scene
of Ruin{ecm’d to follow ! They were to fail Frve Hundred
Miles to the Lnemies Ifland, in a raw and flormy Time of
the Year. And if the fear’d Znfeéiion had taken Place and
fhould break out among them, efpecially after their Land-
ing ; what a general Terror would feize them from the
Hand of Gop which there was no refifting, and in what a
niiferable Cafe would they be ! A naval Power with Stores
and difciplin’d Troops were al(o early expedted There from
France to conquer Nova Scotia ~ And after all the Labours

of our unwearied Governor, to obtain fome Men of IV ar

from our neighbouring Colonies  and Weft India Iflands, to

come and protect and help us 3 our bopeful Profpelis fecin to
dwindle away——and we could {fee no other but that, 1if Two

Stxty-Gun Ships of our Enemies, whichwere early expected,
A {hould

b
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fhould arrive before we took the Place, they would foon
make our Fleet and Army Captives.—And then what would
become of this Country ! |
" So they muft run the moft defperate Hazards. "T'he
Hearts of many of the wifeft afhore now feem’d to fail.
Some repented they had voted for it, 2nd others that they
-had ever promoted it. Some judged it beft after all for
every Man to go Home; and the Thoughtful among us
were in great Perplexity.—But yet a Wonder it was to fee,
that thofe who were venturing into the Danger, feem’d to
be fulleft of Truft in Gop and Courage. Many fll’d their
Veflels with Prayers ; and atking Ours, they threw them-
felves into the divine Proteétion, 7 the Name of (30D
they fet up their Banner, and away they fail’d. Pray for
Us, and we’ll fight for ¥ou — was the valiant and endear-
ing Language wherewith they left us.

Thus have we traced fome of the remarkable Steps which
led to this dangerous Enterprize. We now come

2. To view fome of the more furprizing St2ps of Provi-
dence fucceeding therein to the bappy Accomplifbment.

And as thefe are more in Number than can be reckon’d,
I may here but mention a few.—

1. As it was very encouraging to think how many pzous
and prayerful Perfons were embark’d in the Caufe, which
we accounted the Caufe of Gop and his People ; it gave
further Ground of Hope, to fee fuch a Spirit of Supplica-
tion given to many in this T'own and Land on this Occa-
fion. For, befides the folemn Days of publick and general
Prayer appointed by thefe three Governments; there were
particular Days obferved 1n feveral Congregations. T'here
were alfo in divers Towns religions Societies, fome of Wo-
men as well as others of Men, who met every P eck, more
privately to pray for the Prefervation and Succefs of their
dear Countrymen: And I have been well informed of their
extraordinary Fervency, Faith and Wreftlings, as fo ma-
ny Facobs, in this important Seafon. Pfal. cviil. 10.~—~—13.
was ufually among our Petitions: As alfo, ¢ That Gobp
¢ fhould preferve, direct and f{pirit our Friends ; and fur-
¢ prize and terrify our Enemies; and. make them yicld
¢ without much Blood-thed, and in {fuch a Manner as the
¢ Work and Glory might appear to be bis alone.’

B 4 2. Gop
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‘2. Gop then bégan in a remarkable*Manner to hear
our Prayers: In that when fo many Vefels fail’d from

Heiice and from New Fampfhire and Camzeé?zmt in fuch
a turbulent Time of -the Year, thro’ aComfe of Five
Hundred Miles on the Ocean ; they every one arriv’d at
Cuifo, the Place of Concourfe, about /fixty Miles on this
Side Capa-B:* eton, without the Lofs of more than One Sol-
dicrr and T hree Smmen, and but . Fifteen Sick; ~and Time

eriontgh to meet together and refrefh themielves, and get
into Order for their Defcent at Louifbourg.

It was remarkable alfo, that Gop was pleas’d to keep
our Enemics Shore and Harbour inviron’d with Jce longer
than ufual: Se that none of their Veflels could enter nor
oo forth for Intelligence, ’till our Twenty Gun Cruizers
(which our Governor {ent above a Fortnight before the
Reft of the Fleet) came Thither: And that fome of #heir
Veffels coming early to them, both before and after the
Harbour was open, were happily intercepted and zaken by

Curs 5 whereby our Enemies within fail’d of their Supplies,
and /7¢ were recruited by thofe without,

4. That by a moft gracious, fealonable and wonderful
Diretion of Gon, thro’ our Governer’s Sollicitations the
Fall before, the brave and altive Commodore /Zarren, a
great Friend to thefe Plantations, is ordered by the Go-

vernment in Zxngland, to come immediately with Three
Men of War from Antego to Bofton : "That on his Voyage
hither near Cuape Sables, he, on April 12th, met with a
Fiflerman, who inform’d him of our Army’s being gone
to Ganfo the F7eck before : 'That on board the ¥itherman
there was Owe of the beft of Pilots, who had got out of
the We ay. of our Comunittee of War, to avoid being prefs’d
for the dScrvice: "l'hat tho’ the C'ammadow wantc.d frefn
Provifion and Cleaths for his Men in fo cold a Climate
«nd Seafon; he wifely confider’d the neceflitous Cafe of
our Army, took the Pilot, gencroufly tack’d about, went
After them, overtook thf:m at Canfo, to their great Joy 3
and inftead of ftopping, pafs’d on to watch the Harbour of
Leuifbcurg, that no buppl_y frem Canada, Martineco or
Fraice might {lip into 1t: Fithout all which a 64 Gun
Ship, with near 600 Men and full of Steres, had entered,

and this great Aftair had been foon defeated.

5 "I hat the Cammadarc, by the Fzﬂe;:rmz, {fent his O1-
- ders
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ders for the King’s Ships that fhould be found in thefe
Parts, forthwith to follow him : That the Fifherman time-
ly arriving, our Governor immediately fent the Order to
a 40 Gun Ship at Pifcataqua ready to- convoy the Maft
Fleet for £ngland : And tho’ fhe was got to Sea, yet by
a Boat the Order reach’d her, and fending her Fleet into
Harbour, fhe bore after the Commodore and quickly join’d
him. So that our Army before they fail’d from Canfs, had
the Comfort of 4 AMen of War, under God, to proteét and
help them., - ‘ *

6. 'That tho’ our Fleet and Armny {taid near three Weeks
at Canfo, within 20 Leagues of Louifbourg, and within Sight
of their Ifland ; yet the People 7 here knew nothing of it 3
till early in the Morning 4pri/ 30, when they were {o fur-
priz’d to fee us, that they had no Time to get in frefh
Provilion and Force of the weighbouring Country to help
them. It feems very wonderful, that none of the Freuch
or Indians near to Canfo, fhould happen to fee us, and
give our Enemies Intelligence of us: And when our Fleet
and Army were compleat and ready, the fce went off at

once; and the Winds and Weather confpir’d to favour
our Defcent on 2he Ifland,

7. It is alfo remarkable, that the French had made #o
Fortification at the Place of our Landing, tho’ ’tis faid
they defigned it, and were preparing for it : And tho’ they
had Six Hundred regular T'roops, and about Fourteen Hun-
dred other Men in the Cizy, that yet they {hould make fo
fmall an Oppofition at our going athore: That Gobp fo
encouraged and helped the few who landed firft and en-
gaged them, as to beat them away with the Lofs of £ighz
- of their Men flain, {everal wounded, and Ten taken cap-
tive, without the Lofs of One of Ours: That thereby he
ftruck a Terror in our Enemies: And tho’ our People
were {o eager of Landing, they were ready to quarrel to
get into the Boats, and the Surf ran high; yet all our

Army landed fafely, without overfetting a Boat or lofing
a Man.

3 o2

8. That he moved them to improve the Time and forth-
with march up Five Miles, thro’ a thickety, rocky, hilly
and boggy Country, and enclofe the City. 'That in the

following Night he led fome of our Soldiers, thro” {range
" Places to the Storehon/es near the Grand Battery, which

was
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was ftrongly fortified with Walls and Ditches, and at each
End a very thick Bomb-proof Tower: That the Store-
houfes full of combuftible Matter, being fet on Fire,
burnt and flafh’d in fuch a2 Manner, and in the Night :
encreas’d the Enemies Terror: That the 27nd alfo bear-
ing 2 prodlgmus black Smoke upon them, in which ex-~
peéing our Army-to enter, they wete every Soul frighted
out of it into the City: And that in the Adorning, but
12 of our Men obferving there was neither Flag flying,
nor Chimney fmoaking, nor Perfon appearing, but the

™9
(Gates open, &¢. ventur’d in and took Poffefﬁon

9. That yet the Enemy aware of their fatal Error, foon
after came with Porces in many Shallowaes to recover it :
But 8 of the 13 going out of the Battery and meeting
with about eight more of our Friends, run to the Water
Slde, and fo phcd the Boats with Small Arms, as damp’d
and hinder’d them, ’till feeing more of our Forces com-
ing, the Boats turn’d back to the Town again: And if
they had come but one Hour {ooner, they had regain’d the
Battery before we found it deferted. And thus this ftrong;
Fortrefs of 32 great Camnon, 30 of them 42 Pounders,
which might alone have maintain’d itfelf againit all our
Army, the LLorp deliver’d into our Hands, without the
Lofs of a Man, or Shot of 2 Gun, and before we demanded
it: Whereby he at once fav’d us both Time, Toil and
Blood, and {urprizingly gave us a great Power over the
Halboul, as well as fo many of the largelt of the Enemies

Cannon, with a great Number of their own Balls and
- Bombs to improve againit them,

10. T'hat our Army was preferv’d from the dangerous
Iafeétion : And tho’ being open to the Air, Fogs and
Dews, upon the Melting of the Ice, in a raw Climate and
Scafon of the Year, the Camp-Dyfentery {eized many 3 yet
fome of our Phyficians in their Letters fignified, that it
lock’d almoft miraculous, they fhould {o foon and genc-
rally, without Means, recover.

. That they fhould be infpir’d with wondrous Con~
1age, Eagernefs, Aétivity and unfainting Strength: Be
fupported under their extraordinary and conftant Toils,
Fatlfrues and Labours, in carrying Stores, drawing Cannon
over Hills and Valleys, over Rocks and thro’ Moraﬁes,
up to the Middle in Mire ; and in digging "I'renches, rai-

{ing



fo; the Taking of Cape-Breton. 2%

{ing Batteries, firing Shot and Bombs almoft inceflantly
both Day and Night zgainft the City: And that Gop fo
fpeedily taught their Hands to war and their Fingers to
fight, as prefently to throw- them with great Exa&nefs,
and do continual Execution among our Enemies; dif-
mounting their Cannon, beating down their Houfes, Gates,
Walls, Plankers, and greatly diftrefling them.

12. That when a new 64 Gun Ship from France with
near 600 Men, and great Quantities of Arms and Stores,
came {o near the Mouth of their Harbour and before a
fair Wind, that twe Hours more would have given her
Entrance ; fhe was happily difcover’d by fome of our
{maller Ships, who led her along to the larger and foon
made her Strike, tho’ after near two Hours clofe Engage-
ment 3 wherein ’twas wonderful, fhe loft above 30 Men,
and they but g5: And tho’ by the Fog in the Night they
loft her, yet in the Morning they happily recover’d her ;
to the growing Difcouragement of the Befieged, and our
encreafing Strength and Benefit.

‘1'hat tho’ to thew our Dependance on Gop continually,
He was pleas’d to fuffer the barbarous Indians, twice to
furprize and murder {fome of our People; yet in feveral
Land-Encounters both with French and Indians, in divers
Parts of the lfland, He was pleafed to give us the Victory.

That by Means of the extraordinary Difpatch of a
Meflenger, our Governor in February fent to the King.
for naval Help ; (Gob was pleas’d to fend fo many Aen of
V7 ar fucceflively, as by the 12th of Fuwe, with the 64
Gun Prize, and thofe who were there before, to amount
to £lever; to the {inking Fear of the Enemy, and the
rifing Joy of our Fleet and Army ; as alfo to preferve a
happy Harmony between our various Officers.

That tho’ Gop was pleas’d to humble us in defeating
our Attack in the Night on their ftrong Ifland Fort 3 yet
He happily gzided, and with {urprizing Strength, Agility
and Quicknefs helped us to hoift up fome of the heaviefl
Cannon and Mortars on the Light Houfe Cliff, which
overlook’d that fort in which they trufted to hinder our
entering mnto their Harbour: And then g/fiffed in cafting
our Bombs {o exaltly, as after the #wo or three firft, to
‘throw in every One of the reft, and do fuch Execution
as quickly beat them out of this ftrong Hold they thought
impregnable, and frighten the City to a quiet Surrender.

‘That Gop fheou’d move them to it in 2hat critical Mo~ .

- menty
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ment, when the Navy and Army had juft agreed on a ge~-
neral, defperate and fierce Affault both by Land and Wa-
ter 3 which was like to be exceeding bloody and of doubt-
ful Confequence: For upon the Capitulation, when our
Forces entered the City and came to view the inward
State of its Fortifications ; they were amazed to fee their
extraordinary Strength and Device, and how we had like
to have loft the Limbs and Lives of a Adultitude, if not
have been all deftroy’d. And that the City fhould Sur-
render when there was a great Body of French and fn-
dians got on the Ifland, . and within a Day’s March, to
moleft us.

'That in all our clofe and conftant Aflaults and Skir-
mifhes, fome of our Batteries being within P7/ffol Shot
of the City, and receiving {uch a wvaft Number of Balls
and Bombs almoft continually by Day and by Night, we
{hould not have above Twenty Slain at our Batteries, and
. not above @ Hundred in all; in fo raw a Climate and

Seafon, and -under fuch Fatigues, not lofe above a
Hundred more by Sicknefs ; and of fo many Veffels tran-
fporting and cruizing, in fo many Storms in AMarch and
Aprel, lofe but Ore; tho’ this a Cruizer of a Hundred
Aden, {uppofed to be overfet, is a grievous Lofs.

T'hat in the Time of the Siege, there were many other’
furprizing Events in our Favour — Such as #mely Supplies
to our Army, ecither by T'ranfports or Prizes, as we were
near to want. them — That the very Balls from our
Enémies Cannon were of no finall Service, being as faft
almoft a; they fell, catched up and put into Qurs, and
returned with Advantage.—= That digging a Trench to pro-
te¢t our Men, and meeting a Rock in the Way we could
not remove; jult as we left it,-a Bomb from the Enemy
came down in the moft {uitable Spct, and without any
Harm removed it for us, &9¢.

‘That from the Army’s leaving Canfo, April 29, to their
landing May 30, and during all the Sizge, there thould be
- fuch a continual Series of fair FFeather, as was never known
i1 the. Place before at that Time of the Year, ’till their en~
fering-into the Gity, Fune 175 and then the Clouds to gather
Blacknefs and pour down Rains for Ten Days together :
Whichwould have {poiled our Batteries, filled ourTrenches,
and greatly hindered and difabled us!--It feem’d to clofe the
ceenes of Wonder l—245 if the fovereign Gob would fuf- .
pend the hurtful Operations of Nature, ’till he had quite.
accomplithed his grear Dcfign, deliver’d the Fortrefs into
| * ' ' our
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our Hands, and led us into a Place of Shelter.

In the mean while, it is alfo remarkable, that the North
American Coafts have been unmolefted by both the French
- and 8panifh Weft India Privateers, ’till this great Affair was

ended. And that by Means of Dz Vivier’s Proje&t of taking:
Annapolis in the Spring or Summer, both our French and fn~
dian Enenies have been all this T'ime diverted from our ex-
pofed 7nland Borders ; they being drawn to Menis, and to
make a tranfient Show at Zunapolis : So he was guided into
his mifchievous but fruitlefs Project, and to go even to
France, to promote our Safety, and give us an unmolefted
Seafon for the taking of Louifbourg.

Laftly, that though our GovERNOR, our GENERAL
Courr, the Council of War, the General, the Commodore,
the Officers and Soldiers, . both by Land and Sea have dif-
played 2 wonderous Wifdom, Zeal, Courage, Refolution,
Diligence, and unwearled Application ; yet they have the
eminent Honour in receiving thefe from (Gop, and in his
employing them to atchieve and bring about {uch a glorious
and happy Addition to the Briti/h Crown and Empire : Nor
without hzs numberlefs other Direitions would all their Skill,
Care, Toil and DHligence, have availed any thing: And
to Hiwm be therefore all the Glory. For the infinitely infe-

°rior Brightnefs fparkling in zbem, 1s wholly derived from
Hinm, both by his original and continual Influence ; like
the Glitters of Diamonds from the Morning Sun, and when
He wholly hides his Light, theyvanifh. And yet the brilliant
Diamonds are more to be valued than unfhining Pebbles.

And thus have we feen thzs Paflage of Seripture, in a re-
markable Manner exesmnplified in the prefent Day.

And now who can in common Reafon deny a particular
Providence in this great Aftfair? Who can in Reafon ima-
gine that fuch a Afultitude of various and contrary running
[Zheels, both of material Caunfes and fpontaneous Agents,
fhould all be made to work together, and in the midit of
Thoufands of Difficulties and Contingencies, in the happielt
‘Seafons coincide, to accomplith this GReaT EvENT ;
without a sUPREME Contrivery, Mover, and Direftor ?
We may a thoufand Times more confiftently apprchend
the zo/f curious Engine in the World to be made without
Defign, and to work without a moving Power.

Yea, thofe who own not Zhefe to be the Operations of
Gop, asa wife, fovereign, free, and aétual Ruler among

' _Men and Elements ; muft not only deny the Scriptures, but

cven the very Foundations of all Religion, or Adoration of
B this
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this fupreme Governor. For they muft deny there is any
Need, or Duty, or Wifdom, of fearing Him, or praying
to Him, or hoping on Him in any Emergencies’;s or of ac-
knowledging, admiring, praifing, loving, or thanking Him,
for the greatefl and mafF marvellous Salvations.

But as for Us—In the Name of Gop, our GOD In
CHR1ST, yea in the Name of the Son of Gop, as{upreme
Lord and Ruler of Heaven and Earth, of Men, Angels,
and Elements, we lifted up our Banners: To Him we
looked and prayed : In H:im we put our Truit and fought :
And now, fe has heard and profper’d, to fHim we will a-
fcribe the Praife !

Whatever Inftruments or Means He us’d, we will blefs
Him for them ; we fee them form’d, endow’d, excited by
Him ; we fee them in his mighty and all-active Hands, deri-
ving Strength and Guidance from Him, and employ’d conti-
nually to fulfil his Pleafure. We will own, the Work is his
in- the higheft Senfe: -It - was all comprehended in his fo-
vereign View,. Defign and Providence; begun, carried
on, accomplifh’d by his all-governing Wifdom, Power,
and Efficacy; and the whole together is marvellous in
cvery ferious Eye.

When the Tidings came of {urrendring the City, ¢ we
¢ were like Them that dream : Our Mouth was All’d with
¢ Laughter, and our "Tongue with finging : Even the Hea-
¢ then then faid, The LorD bhath dore great Things for
¢ them 5 and We—The LORD bath done great Things for us,
¢ whereof we are glad. Not unto us, O LoRDp, not un-
¢ to us, but unto thy Name give Glory: QOur Gop hath
¢ done whatfoever he pleafed: The Lorp hath been mind-
< ful of us: And we will blefs the L.orDp, from this T'ime
¢ forth and for ever. Thine O Lorp 1s the Greatnefs,
¢ and the Power, and the Glory, and the Viltory, and
¢ the Majefty ! For all that is in the Heaven and in the
¢ Earth 1s thine; thine is the Kingdom, O LorDp, and
¢ thou art exalted as Head above all ! Botli Riches and Ho-
¢ nour come of Thee, and Thou reigneft over all, -and in
¢ thine Hand is Power and Might; and. in thine Hand 1t
¢ is to make Great, and to give Strength to all: Now
¢ therefore our Gop, “we thank Thee and praife thy glo-
¢ rious Name. Give Thanks to the Lorp, call on his
¢ Name, make known his Deeds among the People : Sing

¢ unto Him, fing Pfalms unto Him, talk ye of all his won-
¢ drous Works: Declare his Glory among the Heathen,
¢ his marvellous Works among all INations ! |

O that
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O that when we have fang bis Praife, we may not
ungratefully forget his ?Works, or return to Siz; which is
‘to-rob Him of his deferved Glory, and fly in the Face
of our great Preferver and Benefactor ! It is the vileit De-
oree of Ingratitude and provoking Bafenefs ; It is to fight.
againit Him, who has been marvelloufly iighting for s,
and given us a wonderous Series of great Salvations. Yea,
this will be the dangerous Way to move lim to turn our
Enemy ; to change the Courfe of his flighted Difpenfa-
tions, and give the Place into -our Adverfaries Hands again,
with a more dreadful and mifchievous Increafe of Power
than ever, to punith us. And the Sins of Drunkennefs,
Profanation of the Name and Day of Gop, Uncleanne/s,
Lnjiiftice, Oppreffion, Contempt of CHERIST, and Oppofition
to the Purity, Power and Praliice of bis holy Religion s
are fome of the higheft and moft dangerous Provocations

and Preparatives to ruinous Judgments.

Yea diffinguifbing Appearances of Gop to fave and pro-
fper us, are dJiffinguifbing QObligations, not only to diftisn-
guifhing Degrees of foy and Praife, but alfo to diffinguifh-
ing Degrees of Piety, i.e. of a&ive Gratitude and Love
to (Gop, of perpetual Contrivances and Labours to pro-
mote his Glory and holy Kingdom in Ourfelves and Others,
and to a conftant Life of Service to his Caufe and Peo-
ple. And as the Fai/ure of this, will not be a rendering
to Him according to his fignal Benefits, but a moft zn-
grateful 'Ireatment of Him ; bis Eyes are always on us, to
obferve us mow, and to judge and recompence us fere
or Hereafter.

But let us rejoice, not only in our ewn Salvation, the
Salvation of @/ our Colonzes, and fome of the moft impor-
tant Branches of the Briti/h Trade; But let our Joy
rife higher, that hereby a grear Support of dnticoriftian
Power is taken away, and the wifible Kingdom of CHRIST
enlarged. Methinks, when the fouthern Gates of Lou-
ifbourg were opened, and our Army with their Banners
were marching.in; 2he Gates were lifted up — the Gates
were lifted up — and the King of GLORY went 1n with
them. Even the Son of Gop, the Lorp of Holts, the
Lorp ftrong and mighty in Battle~— having gain’d the
Conqueft, he rode in T'riumph and took Pofleffion. He fet
up his Standard, proclaim’d his Gofpel of Peace, the Glad
Tidings of Salvation, open’d the Prifons, redeem’d his Cap-
‘tives, and began to receive his grateful Incenfe of pure Ado-
rations ! O that There, in Purity of Worfhip, Do&ring

an
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