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Rowm. 1. 20.

For the z?zviﬁﬂe Things of | bim from the
Creation of the World are clearly
Jeen, being underfiood by the Things

that are made, even bis eternal Power

and Godbead,
I foregoing Verfe that zhat which
might be known of God was manifeft

in them; and that God had fhewed it unto
them. And he here teaches us that this was
not by any prior Revelation, but by the Voice
of Nature. The invifible Things of bim, even
bis eternal Power, and Godhead, were clearly

Jeen from the Creation of the World, being un-
derflood by the Things that are made. * And,
again, he afferts that zbey Znew God, though
they glorsfied him not as God: and that there-
fore they are without Excufe.

HE Apofile is here fpeaking of the

a Ver. 21.

A 2 This

Gentile World. He tells us in the -
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This Doltrine. of the Apoftle naturally leads
us to the Confideration of a Queftion much
difputed of late about the Power, Extent,
and Ufe, of Reafon in Matters of Religion.
Some would make Resfon fo felf-fufficient as
to exclude all Neceffity, or Ufe, of Revela-
t1om : while others, willing to avoid this Ex-
freme, have carried the Matter too far the
other Way, decrying all Ufe of Reafon in Re-
ligion, and aflerting that the Heatben World
had no Knowledge of God at all, and that
there is no fuch Thing as Natural Religion.
The firft fhould feem to take away all Ufe ;
and the other to deftroy all Proof of Chrif-
tianity : the one would make it a needlefs,
the other an irrational Inftitution. It muft
indeed be own'd to be an extremely difficult
Undertaking to fettle the precife Bounds and
Limits of Human Reafon; and to determine
exaltly how far it might go in difcovering
the Knowledge of God, and the Meafures of
our Duty. We are well affur’d that Man
from the Beginning enjoy’d the Benefit of Re-
velation, and that God never from his firft
Creation left him in the Hands of his own
Counfel. How far therefore Reafon might
have went without the Affiftance of Revela-
tion is not eafy to.fay. How fhall we dif-
| - tinguifh
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tinguith what Men learnt by the Ufe of their
own Reafon from.what they receiv'd by Tra-
dition grounded on ancient Revelation 2 We
cannot then pronounce Rezfon fufficient for
every Thing, becaufe with Affiftance it made
great and noble Difcoveries : nor can we fay
it was fufficient for nothing, becaufe it ftood
in Need of Affitance. But, as this would
be a fruitlefs, fo I apprehend it is an unné-
ceffary Enquiry. It -may be fufficient, and I
hope it may be of fome Ufe, to lay down
fome general Rules, which may enable us to
form fome tolerable Judgment in this Matter,
and diret us to fteer between Infidelity on
the one Hand, and Enthufiafm on the other.
- Firjt then, I hope it will be univerfaily al-
low’d that Man is a Ratiwonal Animal. This
is a Point, which as the Apoftle here plainly
{uppofes, fo it neither needs, nor admits of,
any Proof. If any Man fhould difpute this
Truth, by his very difputing he confefles it.
Secondly, Man, as he is a reafonable, {o is
he al{o a relgious Creature. This Propofition
15 as evident as the former: for, whoever
(hall bring Arguments to prove that Reafon
1s of no Ufe in Matters of Religron there- .
by confutes himfelf. This is indeed what

~our Reafon was chiefly given us for, to lead
us
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us to the Knowledge of our Creator. It is
the nobleft and beft Exercife of our Under-
ftanding, and what principally diftinguithes
us from the Brute Beafts. Nor can we read
{carce of any Nation fo favage, or ignorant,
but what had fome Sort of Re/sgion, {fome No-
tions of a God. The fame is exprefily afferted
here by the Apoftle. He fays that #be Gen-
tiles knew God, and underflood bis eternal Power
and Godbead : and that this Knowledge was
obtain’d by the Obfervation of the Things that
are made. He adds that they were without
Excufe : which they could not have been, if
they had had no Knowledge of God, no Means

of difcovering his Nature, and their Duty to
him. The fame is evident from their Wri-

tings. 2 We find them acknowledging the

a Of this many Inftances might be produc’d : I fhall content
myfelf with referring only to Cicers’s 2d Book de Natura Deo-
rum —— Quid poteff effe tam apertum, tamque perfpicuim, cim
cxlum [ufpeximus cewlefliague foﬂtemp}ﬂti fumus, quam effe ali-
guod Numen prefiantiffime Mentis, quo bec regantur ? ——
Again — Quod fi omnes Mundi partes ita conflitute funt, ut nee
que ad ufum meliores potuerint effe, negue ad fpeciem pulchridres,
videamus utrum ea fortnita fint, an eo flatu, in quo coberere nulle
mode potuerint, nifi fenfu moderante, divindque Providentid, —
And again — Quis enim bunc Hominem dixerit, gui cim tam cer-
tos ceeli motus, tam ratos aftrorum erdines, tamque omnia inter fe
connexa &9 apta viderit, neget in bis ullam ineffe rationem, eaque
cafu feri dicat, gue quanto conftlio gerantur nullo confilio affequi
pofjunus 2 &c.

Being
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Being of a God, his Wifdom, Goodnefs, and
Providence, and demonftrating them by the
fame Arguments, from which the Apoftle
{ays they learnt them_, from the Things that
are made, from the Beaity, Order, and Ufe-
fulnefs of the Works of the Creation.

" Thirdly therefore there is fuch a Thing as
Natural Rebgion. By Natural Religion we
fometimes underftand all Doétrines, and Du-
ties, relating to the Derty, which may be
provid and inferr’d from Principles of Reafon
in general. The Attributes of God, and the
Duties owing to him, have been thus deduc’d
by Divines from Principles of Reafon: and
{fuch Difquifitions are not without their Ufe,
as they ferve to enforce the Practice of fuch
Duties, and to convince us of the Reafonable-
nefs and Excellency of the Chriffian Revela-
tion. But here by Natural Rehgion we rather

‘mean what each particular Perfon might, and
aGually did, know of God by the Ufe of his

Natural Facylties. And that fome fuch Know-
ledge might be, and was, attain’d by the Hea-
then World, we haye already {een. |
Fourthly, all Reveal'd Religion 1s ultimately
founded on Natural. The Doltrines indeed
of Reveal’d Religion are not to be demonftra-
ted, like Matters of Science, from Principles

of
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of Reafon, but to be prov'd from the Autho-
rity of the Revealer: but then this Authority
muft have fuch Atteftation, as may fatisfy a
reafonable Enquirer. When God has thought
fit to reveal himfelf immediately to particular
Perfons, he has commonly done it in {uch 2
Manner, as was confiftent with the Ufe of
their Natural Faculties. Nor can {uch infpir'd
Perfons communicate what they have receiv’d,
or convince others that they are infpird, but
by Means of fome Proofs offer'd to their Un-
derftanding. 2 All Proofs indeed of Revels-
tion, fuch as Miracles, Prophecy, or the like,
refolve ultimately into the Veracity of God,
and can lay no hold on him, who does not
antecedently believe that God 75, and that he
is good, juft, and true, and will not deceive
thofe, who diligently feek bim. There can be
no Proof of any Revelation offered to him,
who is utterly deftitute of all Principles of
Natural Religion. God cannot reveal himfelf
to an Idiot, or Brute Beaft, unlefs he firft
oive them new Faculties. The fame is ftill
in a higher Degree applicable to all internal
Marks of a Drvine Revelation. Thefe muft

a See Fenrins's Reafonablenefs of Chriffianity Vol. i, Partiv.
Ch, 2, — Ciriftian’s Faith a Rational Aflent Partii, P, 145

&c. .
be
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be judg'd of by Redfon, and can be judg'd of
by Reafon alone. Accordingly we find the
Apoftles 2 reafoning with the' Perfons they
preach'd to, " perfiwading both the fews and
Greeks, and all’ Along fuppofing the Perfons,
to whom they addiefS'd themfelves, poflefs'd
of the firft Principles of Natural Religion:
This might be fhéwnin many Inftances, and
particulatly fram b St, Peul’s moft fublime

Difcourfe at Athens. 'The Genttles had indeed
no other Light, whereby to _]udgc of the

Chrifiian Revelation : their Reafon, however
weak,” or deprav’d it may be fuppos'd‘to be,
was' the only Rule they had to go by. By
this they muft judge both of the Nature, and
Ptoofs, of any Revelation offer'd to them : or
elfe they muft have been incapable of form-
ing -any _]udgment at all concerning it." If
Reifon were not thus far fufficiént, I would
afk what Motive they could have to quit the
Perfivafion they were bred up in?” or why
they “thould prefer Cbrzﬂmmz‘y itfelf to the
moft abfurd Syftems of Heathenifin ¢ Were
Miracles ‘fufficient to convince them? It is
readily- allow’d : . But if we afk why? you
muft recur to Principles of Natural Religion
to fhew that the Proof from Miracles is con=
a Afs xviil. 4. b Aés xvil. 22 &c.

B clnfive.
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clufive. Had they receiv'd Light from any
former Revelation, yet, as all Memory of fuch
Revelation was loft, and as they acknowledgd
no fuch, it could not be offer'd in Proof to
them. It might enlighten their Underftand-
ing, and render them more capable of judg-
ing of the Chriffran Doltrines : byt could not
be dxﬂungm{h d from the Workmgs of their
own Reafon, .

But how could R;q/&n be a Rule fm the
Hmtbm Warld .to judge by, 2 whofe 70/
Hearz‘ was darken'dy b and even their Mind
and Confiience defil’d s 2 Falfe Notions of the
Deity umverfall} prevad d: each Ma,ns Pre-
judice, each Maa’s Luft, became his Reafon.
What then would become of the True Reli+
gion, if it Wcre to ffand, or fall, by.the De-
termination of fo cogrupt a Judge? — But we
do not fay that a Revelation is. to be imme-
gllately condemn’d, becau,fe if does not: agres
with a Man’s pre-conceiv'd Notl,ens,. 4}11 Men
have a Power of Recollettion, and may at

any Time re-examine the Grounds apd Rea-
fons.of any Principles, which they may have
imbib'd. The Gofpel of Chrif} came astefted
with fuch Credentials, as, to. fay the very
leaft, demanded every Man’s moft {erigus At-

a Rem. 1, 21, b Tit 115,
tention.
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tantion, It was fﬁei‘éfofe in the Power, and
it was cettainly the DUty, of the Héather
World, on the Appeatarice of Chriftianity,
to re-examing their pre-conceiv’d Notions :

and T humbly appfcflend théy hdd Light e¢-
fiough to difcover the Falthood of them. The
Light of Natute, hougﬁ mlferably clouded
and obfcur'd, tas not yet totally extlngulfh-

ed. For inftance; they might by conifulting
their own Breafts have difcover'd that their

Idoiafrotrs Worthip wias fourded fiot ofi Rea-
_/Em, ‘but orily on '"fradxtlon And fureiy a Re-
velation {o attefted, as Chriffianity was, ought
to have over-rul'd all fuch Prejudices. Had
indeed the Heat/.’im World wanted nght to
Judge of the Truth of Chriffianity, their In-
fidelity could not have been crithinal. But if
was generally not the Weaknefs of theéir Un-
derftanding, buf the Wickednefs of their
Heart, which prevente& them from difcern-
i"ng,' and acknowledging, the Truth. Accord-
ingly, on the on¢ Hand we find the Apofiles,
and other Chriftian Writers, {hewing ihe Folly
of ‘Idolatry from Principles of Rec_z/bn fo did
St. Paul (as we obferv’d UefOfe) in his éx~
cellent Difcoutfe at Athens. And on the
other Hind we find the Scriptures chargmg

the Infidelity of Unbelievers, not to any-Want
B 2 of
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of fufficient Capacity, but to their finful Lufts
and Paffions. — 2 This is the Condemnation
(faith our Bleffed Saviour) that Light is come

into the Warld, and Men lov'd Darknefs rather
than Light, becaufe their Deeds were evil, —

b If our Gofpel be hid (faith St. Paul) it it
bid to them that are loff, in whom the God of
this World bath blinded the Minds of z‘bem
which telieve not, left the Light of the glarzam
Gofpel of Chrift fhould [bine unto them.. -
And as the Heathen had no other Rule but
Reafon whereby to judge of the Truth .of a
Revelation, fo I apprehend that we Chr _/Zzam
alfo mauft by our Reafon fatisfy ourfelves of
the Truth of the Religion, which we profeﬁ;
The firft Point in Religion is the Exiftence
of God, and his Attributes, 475 eternal Power
and Godhead. 'Theie, as the Apoftle here
teaches us, and as our own Reafon informs
us, are clearly feen, and underflood, ﬁ‘o;},z_, the
Creation of the World. 'Thefe are prior in
Order, and-Courfe of Proof, to any Revela-
ton of God’s Will: and on thefe, as has
been already fhewn, all Proofs of a Revelation
muft ultimately reft. But, as I faid before,
we do not proceed here, as in Matters of Sci-
ence. We do not make Ufe of our Reafon,

a Fok. iii. 19, b 2 Cor. v, 3, 4.
| as
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as-a Principle, whereby we' may difcover, or
prove, the Truth of the Doctrines reveal'd ;
but as an Inftrument, whereby we may judge
of the Authenticity of ‘the Revelatign, Nor
do we prove.the.-Truth of Chriffianity by phi-
lofophical. Arguments, but. by zbe Power of
God, by the Evidence of Miracles and Pro-
phecy. But then this Evidence muft be tried
at the Bar of Reafon. By Regfon muft we-dif-
tingutth true Miracles from falfe Pretenfions
to Miracles, Dodtrines worthy of God from
fuch as are .utterly unworthy of him: and
the Force of -the Argument drawn from Mi-
racles muft (as we have feen) be judg’d of,
and fupported by Reafon. 'To deny this is in
Eftect to give up the Truth of. our Religion,
and fet it on a Level with the grofleft Im-
pofture. For what more can be faid againft

any Impofture, than ecither that it has no
Proof, or fuch as cannot ftand the Teft of
fober Reafon, . -
And, if it is neceffary to confult our Rea-
fon, in Order to fatisfy ourfelves of the Truth
of thofe Things, which we have learned, much
more fo muft it be, if we fhould attempt -to
convince, or confute, Unbelievers. For this can
be done only by appealing to Principles com-
mon to both, that is, to the Principles of Rea-

jb?h
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fony and Naturel Religion.  And furely, if we
bace not follswoed cunningly dewis'd Fables, this
may be attempted with good Hopes of Sué¢-
cefs. If our Religion 1s true, it's Truth 18 ca-
pable of being provid. If we are fully affur’d
of the Certamty of our maft hely Faith, tve
need not fear that it {hould fuffer any Pre_]u-
dice from a rational Enquiry.

It were indeed to be wifh’d that we had
lefs Occafion to enter into the Proofs of our
Refigion, or defend it againft the Objections
of Unbelievers : and that Paftors and Teach-
ers had no other Bufinefs, but to enforee the
Practice of Piety, and Virtue, by their Doc-
.frine, and Example. Much more ought we
to lament the Difputes, and Divifions, among
ourfelves, We fhould rejoice to fee all Con-
troverfies at an End, all Divifions heal’d, and
ail Chriftians perfellly join’'d together in the
Jame Mind, and in the fame fudgment. But,
as leng as there are cunning and crafty Men,
who fie iz wait o decerve, fo long will it be
neceflary to warn Men of their S/ghts, and
guard againft their Devices. We could wifh
we were at Liberty to employ both Hands int
building the Walls of Ferufalem : 2 but fince
there are Enemies, who are confpiring all of

a See Neb.iv, 7 &e.
them
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them together ta come, and to fight againft fe-
rufglem, we find 1t neceflary, not only to make
aur Prayer unto our God, but to fer a Watch
againft them Day and Night, to work in the
Work with one Hend, and with the other to
bold a Weapen. They, who would difarm
us, either are in League with our Enemies,
or know not what they fay. 2Since therefore
unruly and vain Talkers,and Decervers, abound,
it is neceflary that the Minifters of Chrif
fhould bs able by found Doctrine, both to exhort,
and to convince the Gainfayers : at leaft to flop
therr Mouths with jult Reafoning, and found
Speech that cannot be condemn’'d. And this is
more efpecially the Bufinefs of thofe, whafe
Leifure, Opportunities, and Abilities, qualify
them to detect their Fallacies, and expofe
their Ignorance. _

Fifthly, If it fhould be afk’d whether Rez-
for 3s of any Ufe, und of what Ufe it is, to
thofe who enioy the Benefit of Revelation, 1
anfwer that, with Regard to Doctrines re-
veal'd, we are not to expelt, or enquire after,
any other Proof of them. The Authority of
the Revealer is fufficient : and to this we ought

to fubmit, even againft Probability. If indeed
the Subject be fuch, as we have a clear and

a 7it. i, 9, 10,
adequate
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adequate Conprehcnﬁon of, and there be- a-ny
thing in a pretended Revelation, which eyia
dently contradiéts any clear Principle of ‘Rea-
fon, this ‘would be a fufficient Och&mn a-
gainft fuch Revelation. But this Queftion we
here fuppofe already decided, -and the Perfon
convinc'd,. after a rational and full Enqulry,
of the Authenticity of the Revelation.- And
in thlS Cafe we ought to fubmit our own
Opinions to the Authority of the Revealer.

— 2 Revelatwon ( fays a great Mafter of Rea~
fon) where God has been pleas’d to give it, muft
carry it againjt the probable Canjeﬁure.r of
Reafon, becaufe the Mind, not being certain of
the Truth of that it does not evidently know,
but fm{y yielding to the Probability that appears
in it, 1s bound-to give up its Affent to fuch a
Teftimony, which, it is fatisfied; comes from ones
who cannot err, and will not decerve. — Much
more in Things, of which we have no'clear
.Comprehenﬁon, and can -form no compéteiit
Judgment, ought we to be detérmined -by
Revelation. ‘This is in this Cafe our only
Guide : thefe are Things above our Req/bh,
and purely Matters of Faith. -

a Leck’s Efay on Human Underftanding. B. iv. Ch. 18
Sctt. 8.

Here
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- Here then there is no Room for Reafon as
a Principle, but flill, as an Inftrument, it
may, and muft be, admitted. By this we
muft judge of the Senfe of Scriprure: not in-
deed from the Reafon of the Thing; but by
the fame Rules whereby we judge of the
Senfe of other Authors, by confidering the
Context, the Defign of the Writer, other pa-
rallel Paffages, and the like. Again, Doc-~
trines may be plainly prov'd from Seripzure,
which are not in exprefs Words contain’d
therein. Such Confequences muft be drawn,
and judg’d of, by the Ufe of our Reafon.
And fo alfo Duties are ufually preferib’d in
geperal Terms. But to adapt thefe to parti-
cular Cafes, to adjuft {feemingly contrary Ob-
lications, and to determine what may be our
Duty in each particular Circumftance, which
may occur, is a Work, which, as it is cer-
tainly neceffary, {o it requires no fmall Judg-
ment, and Skill." Laftly, to defend the true
Senfe of Scripture, to refcue it from Mifre-
prefentations, to anfwer the Objetions, or
clear up the Difficulties, which weak, or
wicked, Men may fuggeft, 1s what thofe at
leaft, who are ordained to be Teachers of the
Word, ought to be able to do, and what can-
not be done without competent Learning and
Judgment. C Sixthly,
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Sixthly and Lafly, Though we have no
other Rule but Resfon whereby to judge of
Rewvelation, 3 yet it does not follow from hence
that Reafon is the Standard of Truth, or 4

[ufficient Guide in Matters of Religion, at leaft’
not in the Senfe, in which this Propofition 1s

ufually taken. For though Reafon was the
only Rule the Gentile World had to go by,
and by which alone they could judge of the
Authority of Rewvelation, it might notwith-
ftanding this be very weak, and very deprav'd.
They might be, and aftually were, in the
Condition of Perfons, born indeed with Eyes,
bbut fitting in Darknefs, and the Shadow of
Death ; retaining only a Capacity of being
enlighten’d by the Day-fpring from on high.
And this 1s the very State of the Cafe, as 1t
1s here reprefented by St. Paul. He {uppofes
the Gentiles capable of difcovering zbe invi-
Jible Things of God from the Creation of the
World : but at the fame Time reprefents them
as in a moft deplorable State of Ignorance,
and Corruption, €vam m therr Imaginations,
having therr foohfh Heart darken’d, 4 grven
over to a reprobate Mind. ¢ And he recom-

a See my Sermon on 2 Cor. 1il. s.
b Luk. 1. 78, 79, c V. 2zl d v, 28.
¢ v. 7, 16.

mends
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mends to them the Gofpel of Chrif}, as the
Fountain of Grace and Peace, the Power of
God unto Salvation.

It would lead me into too large a Field of
Difcourfe,. thould I attempt to fet forth the
Ufefulnefs, and Expediency, of the Chriffian
Revelation. This has been often done. by much
abler Hands: it may be fufficient to offer a
few Hints.

Firft then, I would afk thofe, who delight
to magnify the Power of Human Reafon, what

they mean by Reafon. By Reafon they muft
mean, if they mean any thing to the Purpofe,
the Faculty, woich God hath girven fo each
Man of difcovering and judging of, Truth.
But this 1s only a Faculty. God hath not ori-
ginally implanted in any Man a&ual Know-
ledge, but only the Power and Capacity of
obtaining it. Thefe Powers muft be call'd
forth to A&, and Habit, by Ufe and Exer-
cife, by Inftruction and Education. Where
thefe are wanting, thele Powers will lie dor-
mant : where our Reasfon receives a wrong
Biafs from erroneous Guides, and evil Cuf-
toms, it will only ferve to confirm us in

Ignorance, and Error. Will you fay then

that the Child needs no Education, becaufe
C 2 2 Humar
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2 Human Reafon is able to difcover every con-
‘cervable Duty 2 or that the Savage wants no
Inftrution, becaufe b tbe Tables of the Natu-
ral Law are bung up in the Works of God, and
are obvious to the Sight of all Men? If not,
why may not Kevelazion be equally ufeful, ex-
pedient, and neceflary? If one Man may
teach another, why muft God alone ftand ex-
cluded from the Power, or Poffibility, of . in-
- ftruting, or enlightening, his own Creatures
Education {uppoles Natural Parts; and Re-
velation prefuppofes’ fome Natural Religion :
both of them fuppofe thefe Faculties not felf-
fufhicient, but capable of Improvement, and
ftanding in need of Affiftance.

- Befides, if we were to allow that Reafor
had been originally fufiicient to lead Men to
the Knowledge of their Duty, yet, when Cor-
ruption, and Idolatry, had overfpread the Face
of the World, the Cafe would -be very much
alter’d. The fame Faculties, which by the
Ufe of common Helps might have difcover'd
the tnvifible things of God, yet, deftitute of all
Affiftance, or mifled by blind Guides, popu-
lar Prejudices, and prevailing Errors, might
ftand in Need of a Divine Revelation to guide

a Lord Bolingbroke’s Philofophical Works, Vol, v. P. 543.

b ib. P. 123,
them
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them into the Way of Peace. And that the

whole World was thus become vain 1 their
Imaginations we have not only the Authority of
the Apoftle, but the Atteftation of all Hiftory,
aand the Confeffion of their wifet Philofo-

phers.

b Secondly, 1 would afk thefe Advocates for

the Sufficiency of Human Reafon, whether they
{fpeak of Human Reafon as fubfifting in the
whole Species, or in each particular Indivi-
dual. If we were to allow that fome of the
wifeft among the Hearben might attain a
competent Knowledge of God, and their own
Duty, yet-furely it muft be confefs’d that the

Generality of Mankind were in a moft de-

a The words of Cicero are very remarkable — Natura par-
vulos nobis dedit igniculos, ouos celeriter malis moribus, cpinioni-
bufque depravatis, fic refinguimus, ut nufguam Nature Lumen ap-
pareat. Sunt enim ingeniis nofiris femina tnnata virtutum, que
Jt adslefcere liceret, ipfa nos ad beatam <itam Natura perducerets
Nunc autem fimul atque editi in lucem, & [ujcepti fumus, in
omni continug pravitate, & in fummé cpinionum perverfitate ver-
famur, ut peene cum laf3e nutricis ervovem fuxiffe videamur. Cum
verd parentibus redditi, demim magiftris traditi, tim ita variis
imbuimur erroribus, ut vanitati veritas, & opinioni confirmatee
Natura ipfa ccdat. — Accedit eidem quafi maximus quidam ma-
gifier populus, atque omnis andigne ad vitia confentiens multituds :
- ium plane inficimur opinionum pravitate, a Natuyrdque defeifci-
mus. 'Tufe. Queeft. Lib. iii. S. I.

b Sce my Sermon on 2 Cor, iil. 3.

plorable
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plorable State of Ignorance and Error. Not to
infift then on the Errors, Divifions, and Un-
certainties, among the Philofophers them-
felves, let us fuppofe that thefe, or at leaft
lome of them, had worthy Notions of Ged,
yet to how few was this Knowledge confin'd ?
None but Men of Parts and Learning, of Study
and liberal Education, were able to under-
ftand, or profit by, their Doctrines. They
themfelves generally had the Vulgar in great
Contempt ; they purpofely wrapt up .their
Notions in dark and myfterious Expreffions;
they chofe to confine their Inftructions to
thofe of their own School only; 2and are
faid to have had two Sorts of Doctrines, one
for the Vulgar, another for their own Difci-
ples. Notwithftanding therefore many fine
Sayings, and noble Sentiments of fome Hea-
then Authors, yet it is moft notorious that
the Bulk of Mankind were in the Condition
defcrib’d by the Apoftle, — b baving the Un-
derflanding darken'd, being alienated from the
Life of Ged, through the Ignorance that was
in them, becaufe of the Blindnefs of their Heart.
Grofs Superftition and abominable Idolatry,
had over-run the whole Heather World : and

a Clem, Alex, Strom, L. v. P. 575, Ed. Par.
o Epb.av, 18, _.
their
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their very Religion -confifted of the moft ri-
diculous, impure, and inhuman Rites. But
the Chriftian Religion is peculiarly adapted
for the Salvation of all Mankind. 2 The Gofpel
is preached to the Poor : and all poffible Pro-
vifion, which the Nature of the Thing will
admit of, is made for the Inftrution of the
meaneft, and moft illiterate, Chriffian. This
then is an End worthy of the Interpofition of
bthe Father of Mercies, ©the God of the Spi-
rits of all Flefb, ¢ who would bave all Men to
be fav'd, and to come to the Knowledge of the
Truth. |

Thirdly, If we fhould be fo complaifant as
to allow, what 1s notorioully falfe, that all
Men were of themfelves able to difcover a
perfe&t Rule of Duty, yet we might reafon-
ably afk what Motives they had to follow it.
The Philofophers. could never clearly make
out upon what Principles originally, and for
what End ultimately, Virtue was to be cho-
fen. Endlefs were their Difputes, and great
Variety of Opinions was there about the Suz-
mum Bonum, what was the Chief Good, or fi-
nal Happinefs of Man. Some of the beft and
wifeft of them held that Virzue was felf~fuff-

a Luk, vii. 22. b 2 Cor. 1. 3. ¢ Num. xvi. 22,
d 1 Tim. 11. 4.
cient
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is moft plainly taught, 2 and full' Afurance of
it a¢ given unto alf Men by Chry?, and his
Apofties. And accordingly we find Chriftians
of all Denomnations unanimoully agrecing in
it. So that now by the clear Bnowledge of

thic great Point thc Praltice of univerfal
Righteon ,f.ﬂﬁ 15 efrzblifhed on a fure Foun-
daticir, and we Bave the greateft Reafon, and

the highefl Motive, to be b fedfef, unniove-
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on this very Subjet : and might it not rea-
fonably be hop’d that a good God would in-
erpofe to free them from thefle Doubts, and
Perplexities ? and 7o dofiver them, who, through
Fear of his Difplealure awere all their Life<
time fubjeit to Bozdage 2 And what 1s the
Gofpel, but a leﬁtamm of Ged’s Mercy, and
Peadinels to receive Sinuers on T f::lmn..mce,
attendec on'y with {uch Curum? nces, as
are at the fa e Timie confiftent with God's
Bolinefs and Trficc; a8 moft powerfully fet
fortly his Detefration of Sin, and tend nu.’f’-
erfeQually to deter Men from furure Tranl-
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Pesple 5 and thereby fhew forth the Praifes of
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