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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

it has Loon for soma timo the fashion to collect nnd pubiish in book
frm the best anicles of our ablemt and most respectable Reviews.
Wo like the fashion. Many of these arnicles are the best preductions
of the 8nast minds of the ape~the ripest seholary, the profeondest
thinkers, the ablost teprosontatives of the bar, the baneh, and the pul.
pit, a3 well as the most distinguished men of sclonce and of genoeml
literarure, "

No kind of reading has scomed @ us beuer adapted to himprove the
taste, enlighten and enlarge the views, adorn nnd fanish the whele
mental structure, than that supplicd by the better class of essayists and
critienl roviowers,. We are aware that it has been thoughy by some
that this kind of reading tonded 19 a moere smatiering aast superficiality
of knowledge. And doultless it Ia vue that not a fow renders of
raviows are suparficial smasterers, and nothing more,  But we sheuld
b slow 19 think that their review-readiog made thom sueh. We st
pect that seithout it they wonht have boen moro meagro nil superficial
sill, S0 far are we from conceding the injuriens inHuence suggested,
thal we are ready to declare our eonviction that judicious readiag of
reviews is of the very opposite tendency, Weom ane, Indowd, o read
nothing else, provided he read deeply aml understandingly, he wonll
ha wantiog in aclther depth nor brealth of imelligence. Foras we
have already Intimatnd, the best raviows ofien embmee and embady
the bost results of the best ofars of the bewr minds of 1he age-—the
procducts of thelr richest and ripest scholarship, maturest theught,
degpest reading, most thorough research, all condensed, snverely eon-
desrsedd, anst brought withla the briefest possible space, and thus pre
sonted moat advantogeously, multvm in poreo, to the Intelligest amd
compotent reader. A good review gives 1o whe reader the very kermnel
of the work, {(whether of philosophy, an, science, or general Hieminre,)
reviewod-~the kemnel stripped of the shell, which thoe able and expo.
rienced reviower has jearned to take avway with a facility to which his
uapracticed reader Ia & stmanger.  Aad in doing this, it afion also gives,
in intense and seruene siyle, the vory nuintessance of the reviowear's
oW gonivs and atainmenti-~theo distillavion and crystalization, as it
ware, of hir vory intellact and heart,



2 INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

More than this, the review of the book aften leals o the book Jieel,
intercsts one in it anther, nnd Jnttoduces i, pethapy, to nn Intlmare
acquaintunce with all his works, To tho doll and sloggish mind i
proves stimutant ood fnspidng, exeiting deeply and abidingly, it
may be, fts foterast in great prinsiples discugied, aml fnciting itto »
farther nud fiullor enpshlomtion of thase principles han the reviewer
or csauyint himse!f bad given them.  Practical questions, teo, of every-
day jnterest and impottance, which, s well as great abstrnet principles
and propasitians, It §s the provinee of the eyiewer to consider, are
oflen mnde to appear In new aml swrikiog lights, © ke hobl of the
mind with unwontod foree, and thius to enkiadle its ardonr and arenss
{ta energics. Sometimes a clue, that wight never etherwise be far
nighied, is given W A whiv and womdrone lahytinth of thought aud
speculatton ; and thus the active and inguiring mind; & dent aml ad-
veninnns, is lodd forwand §n u earver of the noblest explorations. By
®a wanl fily spoken,” by jee new Hght shed in the glow of eamest
thought and fervid conception—the reviewer “shining,” us Rebert Hull
said of Dr. Jehrsen, “upon the aungle of a theughy,™ some groat amld
glorions many-anglod thoushit=the nwllect addressed, 1 fnd, i1 may
Yo, Inte tho widest and rfehest renlms of study and of contamplation,
where oxlnaustless treastires, and honours immortal, awalt its ceming.

Thus would Rt seem that reviewsreading, elevating aml colargiop
the concoptions, giving greater runge uf thoaght, grenrer extent of view
in every direwtion, grenwer scope and eampars 10 all the leading powers
and functions of the mind, v far fium baving an essentinl wadensy to
superielnlity, terkia © depth as woll asr breadih of knowledge and of
thought,

In our sge, nrd especially in onr couniry, lo save the prople not
ftom superficiality, but from almost anee lzvarance swhls respcet w
many maners of the very fast impontance, reviows woulld seem to be
indisponiable. They appear 10 have been brenght jnto being by the
very neecaditios of the tmes, Evorybody goes by steam,.  Everythiog
is horry, bustle, eanfusion. Men In geneml, unlike their telsurely an-
costors, who could not enly affond (o reeed pomderous fialios and guaries.
as woll us loss ponrderous cetavo?, buy 1o wrile them, and 10 meditate
almaost unbmkmly for long dayy, and nights, and years, upon wme fa.
vourite 1Bpie, have neither opporiunisy of time ner place, whatever tholr
abilly or Japositlen, te read ek, er 1 modinate deoply and loag.
They must do these things, 10 a conddemblo extent: at leasty, i they
do thew aiall, by proxy. While hey do Aond- m& t:r 6tliers, othors
st oo Aendework for them.  While oy mind the material machinary
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of the wesld, bnbd the belm of the Sreer] and the iandie of the ploszh.
fucl e firee of the furnace and Inbigirate the tathe of the fartory, fell
the promesal forset, attd bbb up gornt ritive in 1% wlditindee, w hitv they
«rityelrisey milwny; and cannte, ﬂrmu-#hi]-u -l steamanitle, hew winewl
ant' r.!mw wWhlrre=san hilﬂ t!ﬂ*}’. s % 'A't'-w:', |:;‘ thirae llli-'lniu'f}‘ un:! lmm!i-
etafl supply bLiteraey men with the nercoampies and comfoste of the
l“'}‘f’im‘ Lifo, the bread of the meer reat]eeteal iz, thear tnrn ol Lite.
tatuge funet furhisls ther with the fnrresinzire gud evmtorte nf the
striritual nnd higher Life, the bzrat of the inteticetnal ant neanl being,
Now the voentisn of these Iattee, i sart, ot Ienet, 3o that of the ey,
tefs niul eritient lr\l';rwrﬂ. Atte] when tene tu thiesy hi;‘h .!t:iuiuﬂ. Illr'y‘
ratistiinte one of the sworthierst potd et Jiepostant postions of the so.
cial vrganiam,.  Houns tnthrm !t Barneet, e, featleas, abiloeewhile
trly Rindhieasted, appreciative, and pranial, yrt atong.minded and
strong-icattodeeint nfenil of evet) the fpuras steitn of the ot Ftin.
barpliee Juder domnntur ecom acevus nbacfeine,”  Men vl whide e
nis the one hand artsgating the jouee mnd patheeity of cenenes of fur
press ;s aing, on the other, assuming the o nod patiable office of vodie
criminnling enlogists nhd dwere tamdatore of evertrbody aml eveey thing
that pppears 0 pring, stiil keep an open, everantrhfal eye ageny the
besturtse gl molilssions psurs of the prees, the “many ek of
b ﬂml;ﬂ;i" swhich, it rvy Yoo g dos that of BRdogwm’s, > thiere 1o oo endd,”
wmmin: ami acentinizing them r'imrl)‘ o eaed !wt‘rrrl,'. “gml;mi::g thee
gonal” together, aml cadting the “dmd awer,” giving the traolte of theie
babwtsizs tor thieey teas {eieumabileo neighltmntemin highet, shirilleet nntes
sotinding the nintra agninst efrng, hrirey, raon ) 1 clagine tnaes ap.
planding and commending tho loyal, the good, aned the trne, Men oo
it ny the enttance of the eartrd grove of koonwledpe, (te Yoo uend 10
eortuptible guundinne, opening it peetale 1o every wonthy wordupper,
piliutting Lim o the lhguva sagctuney, nod the hindicet shiine; but o
priling the itteverent and prefuve jnttder, and cheing wpainst bim
thie sntes forover,

“Procul, O prwul, epte jrnfany!
Coaclninnt Yator, Ioloqgue alssstite fuenl!”

We nre, then, in favour of the Reviews. We think all, the young
eapialaily, e cemld them wah She highest padit, nnd withea the
slightest rendon to fear that they witl thas e masde supetficial sammitee.
ofs,. At we are l;nmr;‘ i 300 hie W enlorer ois? own entamsrnsiatien
of thie clase of yonding, by the great vame of Forter, why whsle fun-.



4 INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

solf an omnivorots reasler of Revicws, as woll as a constant contriby.
sor o them, was at the same time, 30 far froin being superficial as el
most 10 deserve the title of the Thinker of his times.  That unrivalled
ossayist, afer haviny spoken of “a deluge of acw enteniainment rushe
Jug wpon kim in the form of the Edinburgh Review," (for a whola sat
of which ho hail a short sime before Ywrittens w Paternoiter Row,)
callwl it a “rerrible Reviow,” which ho reatd ®with ablhorrence of its
terdansies as to reigion, bt with adinimvon of everything olie,” and
waying that it conld “not fail te havea very great effect upon the Hierary
worhl, by Imporioasly requliing a high spie of Intelleciunt parfony-
aney, and soning the example,™ weiics to his frdend, the Rov. Josoph
Hughies—=]t may pot seom very, consisiony, after this, 10 inslat that you
it bave s work, from e beglianing: and 1o musi, or enght, every
other inlellectual amd Nty man. Ho cuanot pretend w have a com-
petent Hbmry without jy"* '

‘Ricis and variod ns {# our Hreratnre, I3 would suffer, in all itz deparnt.
menis, o deep lmpourhhmcm. in the 1ass of i Roviews, From those
invaluablo productions of gifted and cultivated Intelicey, swhich “ pos-
terisy will not willingly lot die,” scarcely would any be more missed
tsan thore which beur the image aad supereaription of cestain colebm.
tex). Eessylsts and Reviewers,  Indeed, one of the heaviest calarsities

. “that could befall English serature, would be the loas, from Jt» com.

megeoment, of that ene Reviow alone, s highly commended by John
Foster.. Witk ft would perish the nervous and eanstic esitiques of Lond
Jotfrey, the mgu!ﬂmgl essayr of Macaulay; whe sparkling wit and
racy humer of Sidney Smith; the penderoua philasophie thoughy, strong
and glowing sclontifiz stawement of Lord Brougham; the ensy clegance,
thi eapiivating grce, the _pure sentiment, the elovated conception of
Bir Javiss Scophicn~io say asicing of the eceasional, tuit invaluable
contribnutions of otlier and Ycarcely inferlor names.

“To. 138 important class of writiage, of which we have just been
spenking, tho anicles of which the prosent voluine I compeoted belong,
And In s elnis we think they deserve to ke a highly honomble po.
sidan, The author’s subjouts all seem to us well chosen; a marter, by
the way, alwiys of the very greaten moment both to the reader and
the wriver, inmtiﬂg the pleasure and profit of the former, and, &y in
ho cate of many an iminonal author, the fontone; often, of the laner;
a -matier, 100, not ak sore would icom o auppoze, of chance, but of
sonrd ju&gmnm. W! aste, proper mml anid morl #ﬁuifiu and

R Ltu and Cﬁﬂﬂpﬁndrtm of Jokn me, by J. E. Bﬂaud p. 123,
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Acbitedes, na well n» other lndefinabide felicitios in union with propitioss
but perhaps searcely nppreciable ontwand clrcumstancos and rolations.
Several af the cisays, thase parienlaely, in which he discusses Awori
ean Slavery, American Citizenship, and Clieistianity in tho Legn) Pro
fessinn, scamn to us to Invoive guestions of pammeint sovinl and polit.
eal, ethical and religlons imponance~nuestions, too, which many of
those who may becomo lis readers, donbiless find canstantly coming
ap for practical salution. Seme of these, disaussed with no pamals
of argument or pomp of language, are treated with great simplicity
cleamess, and strength. Wo think every render will agree with ua
that b sots forth with remarkable perepicacity and foree, the true con-
stitutional and goxeramental theory upon which age based tho rights
aud duties of Ameriean Cltizenship, e has managed, w0, 10 treat
the perplaxed and perploxing sulject of Slavery, in the clearest and
most convincing manner.  Amid wo eannet but hope, on thia necount
iF an no- ather, that his Look may fall inte the bands of she many
well meaning, but somewhat morbidly consclentions amd sensltive
Christlan peaple, who are often geeatly puszled amd emtarmued by
- cortain mwmml aml religiovs aspects which slavery 14 made 1o axume,
Wa do et see bow any uaprojudiesd and dspassionnte reader, after
attentively conddering the cogent arguinents and striklng ilusimiions
which he has farnishod, in conneetion wirh his well selected quotations
from the authors under reviow, can fall vo accent the canclusions which
he reachies.  While not designing o forestall sthe enlishiencd readet’s
own judgment asd ate in the promiics, or o any wiss 1o detract from
other perdens of the ook, we trust wo abiall be pasdoned IF we say thay
wa think thode portions in which are conaind the dissusiions junt ab
ludad to, will ba und of eapecial laterest amd vaine. Orbier enayn of
the voltme, peraining t the realm of poctry and light Hwratare, in

pait an egreeable varicty, und redlove tha tearion of thaught demanded
by the soeverer amd weizhtiar disesnasions of the amboy,

Ex Jous noet need the (izht ahied by the title page, to ¢anble the render
to identify the auther us & Soutueraer and a Bartister. Both nre prom-
jaent on many of his pager. As it should be, his coor potrie na o
Southemer Ia andest asd strsag-—~and i oflen 8Sndr Lor Jrgll expros
tlon. In bis vreatmonr of the “peculing (nstimvion,”” capecially, docs
it declare {uetf., Bat there ls, withal, an colargemenit of viaw, a
breadih and gentreaity of sentimany, really refrcabing and hope-inspis
ing In these dark days of a surrow and selflsh sectioonlivis. Though
the Sotith 13 eloasly his =t love,” bhiz pavrial Joeling grows wo ex-
pansive w bobosalad by {1, Pussing tie barrieri of Smites sl sectiany,
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it embrees the whole Confodermey, amd becomen Awmerizan, His esprit
dc corps ms o lawyer, §s equally markeds  Amd this, wa, wa sincerely
rospect aml cuntially commemt, No one ought to be a lawyer, of
anyiling elee, who is not prowd of L. I there Is any good aod suffi-
clont rensun for one’s not feoling an bonourable pride in his profession,
be shonld abandon it If ihere be ho such reason, and he yei have no
such pride, then ho will ngver hattuur bis voeation, and it will noever
honour him. They will mutually disgmee cach other.  And if ho will
not abandon ft, Vien it should atamlon him=—as we believe Themie
oficn ddoes imany on unwurthy volary, leaviog him without “a lecs!
halitativn,” or “a name,” clientless, Lriclicss, penniless.

Dul not only in the spirit of the barsister, but In the sunaer alv, docs
our author show the clas of Intelicctunl workers to which ko belongw.
He displays the okill and iagecuity as well as ke cleniness aml
sireapth of statoment chamcieristio of the wellimined lawyer. s
Gactr aml {nchients, arguinents and {Hiustmtions are armanged and mare
shalled with great ostensible simplicity, but alwags with a keen dis-
crimiaating view 10 (ke cficct. In n quict, ensy, off-hand, hallintul.
tdve way, (which becauro of Is very caso aml quiciness, by many
would ba unobserved,) he fartens upon buth the sirong amd the wensk
points of the ruljeet under reriaw. And then with similar fcility amd
freelom from display, he presses them Into hile service. He Bily calls
his essays % Rocreations}™ for, huwever valuable, they do not seem 1o
bave cost him any very great exertion. There is wo spparent friction
of the powers, no jerving nad crosking of machinery, no painfel and
destnilive “wear and tear. Al is casy, pretentionlioss, praciical,
plain.

The anikor’s * Chilstinnity,” w00, is as conspicuorse and prominemt
as his * Legn! Profemion.” Some have thought that the two could pat
“dwell iogetbor in unity.” lHe seoms to us to have given in his book
a double demoastration of the fallacy of that opinion. lowever dis-
conlant and antagoninti in the theory, and cspecially the practice, of
some othery, in his they would scem mont bappily 1o harmonize. So
fir from conshlering the ohe ae esentinlly amd necenrarily bostile w0
the othier, he mither repands them ag renlly in the sricicst and most
beantifsl acconl. Both baving to Jo crremially wind lew~law whose
“scal s the bosom of God, and whose volce Is tho haymony of ihe
world," it were strange, indecd, T they should Lo discordant and ne-
cemarily repellant of each atier. The suthor’s Christianity Is exkib-
ited, we will not say in bonesty and faimess, truthfulness and candour,
a» a critic—for men of very linle Clhirlstianity, have wunctimsce, in
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evon an eminent degree, displayed there qualities~—=tut, (10 say nothing
of his frequent and etrong exprersions directly or huliteeily wmade upon
the sbjeet,) in a certaln Yery wmunilest charity ns well as conselentione.
nesa of thought, sentiment, amd allmlon steictners of statement, mad.
ermlon of language, mibiness of manner, Imlieative of relfidenial;
(tempations 1o the exhibition of very different qunlities being, In nu.
meroits insiances, by no menne waming ;) aad above all, in a cerain
elevathn of sentimont aml sollners of tono eminealy becoming the
disciple and follower of the meek man of Narareth, wha, schile not
withhiohling froim the haughty Seribe and the sellrighteons Phnrivee
intense andd Luraing denuncintion, when truth and justiee, the Interent
of man ami the authority of Gol, demanided 1, yet beanufully falfilled,
in {1 trwe sense nml spieit the prediction,

% Je shall not siriva nor ery,
Neither shall any mnan hear his voice in the streete ;
A bLrulsesl reed sliall ha not Leenk,

- Aml stmoking flax shall e not quench,”

We do not doubt that with the high moral qualities which we have
just now mentionend, the original amd native chameter has often much
to do, Bat sill) there s something about them in thele fullest and bhest
development, which marks a higher source. The essny on Chat.
terton,

“ The marvellons hoy,
The sleepless soud that perished 1o bis pride,™

while it shows the native sympatliy of the author’s beart ever prampt.
ing him 1o sida with the weak and the unfrtunate, rather than with
the prosporons aml the strong, also furnishes striking nstmtion of
that mom! aml selizgions tone 10 which, ascharacteristic, wo have cnlled
atiention.

Extended as our introduciory notice already s, wo cannot ennsent 1o
close it without a foew wonds in respect 1o the style of the ook, Fasy,
unalfecied, perspicuous, natuml there is no stnainingufier imere verbnl
and lingual cllect—ng cffort at the * Urillianty,” and the *splendid."”
There are no pretty conceils~—po abortive atlempts at the witty, the
himarots, and the epigrmmmatic. None of these things, and things
similar, which bave ever been the bane of review-writing. What.
ever poritive excellencies of sigle the autbor may want, whatever the
Hierary crimes and misdemeanors with which Le may bo chargeable,
we cannal relmin from congminlating him warmly upon his fiecdom
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from the vicos, tho grying sins, of siyle, which wo have just indicated,
Wit him langunge I» what langusge was deslgacd to be, a means and
not en end-—iho vebicle, and nothing more, of the sentimont and the
thought, When we read eomo of our fine writers of e Horvey or
Heasdley, Phillipsor Qilfiilan type, we cannet, if we try, look asidp
from their language more than weo can from tho miss and clouds
which somotimes bLurden and dasken o air. In reading our
ambor, bowsver, his langusgo in Rgotien, Thero Is something
bayond {1, for whish wo are looking, that cngages and absotbe
our attention. Ho oxpresses Mimwnll in a direct, plain, pmotical
way, novor bolug afrald as s0 many with weak snd siokly taste
wauld scem 10 bo, 10 close & santence with the particle #w" or “ax"”
or any otker, that, coming at bis call, pleases him. Io uses language
an Lo cdocs his facts and arguments in a porfictly buriness-like munner,
just an we might suppose hg would in a legal caso, employ the ovi-
denoe upon which ho rolied to susialn hle cavse., His stylo iy the
clear and tmasparent atmorphicre of bis mind through which, oright
and distnctly defined, appear its stars of seniiment and thought, un.
sttended by any of thoss haxy splendours which hang srouvnd the
horizon of vo many minds | |

Having sald thus much-more, pastinps, than wo should bave enfd,—
wo pow cordially commend o the readaer's rogand as both ploasant
soud profitable, the * Reareations of a Southem Barrlster.”
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It is a gratifying feature of the times that so much tal
ent is efectively cmployed in tho service of Truth. In
happy ignorance of the actual state of the matter, one
might presumeo that zalent would always bo thus employed
~~that it would spurn tho service of Brror, and cast off its
livery as a hated and despicable master. Yet how falla-
ciots such an opinion. Teated by every day experience,
it would appear that talent had engaged its nobleat offices
(o every other purpose save tho defence of tyuth,~that
for this alone it had dixlained to use its powers, or, if to
use them at all, o do so inefficiently and fecbly. Whata
display of talent, for example, in the doparuneut of Fic-
tion—~characterizing by the term ovary species of litera-
ture presenting false or exsggerated views of lifo? How
much of thrilling eloquence, of dramatic ability, of pow-
erfal narrative? If we may trust ourself to read the
pages of modern novelists of this type, wo shall weepover
the imaginary wrongs of some innoseat heroine, while our
ears aro deaf and our sensibilities un=wakened to the cry
for bread at our doors, and the potition for relief on our
stroets.  Or, if our novelist author has scasoned his dish

¢ Ch[m of & Conrecied Infidel ; with Lights and Stedenes of Liin-
oant Life, aad MNiscellencons Skeiches. By Rav. Jeszs Bavisy, of the
Yirginla Annual Conference. Thint Editioa. New York: M. W. Dodd,

.?Iblhlmé 1856,
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for the mental palate with the ordinary condiments of
latter-tlay fiction, we ahall discover in ourself an unwonted
cagerncss for the success of the wellpolished villain, in
his scheme of villainy, while the victim of his vices, adorn.
ed erewhile with the virtues of womanly modesty and the
graces of refined and delicate sentiment, secures neither
pity nor remerae.  Or, wo are introducsd, it may be, into
an unnataral and unreal world, in which though there be
upon its inhabitants the blight of sin, its streains of foli.
gity aro perennial and its sweets ever enduring. What a
display of talent in the coteries of fashion? If we shal)
visit them, wo will find tho sparkle of wit, the frolic of
humour, and the play of satire—all actively enlisted, not
always in tho advancement of truth, but making what ef-
forts they may for its annihilation. At the best, socioty,
ordipaﬂly 80 called, is but a contrivance for the assassina.
tion of timo!—timo, destined to perish by a mightier
hand, but mon are willing to assist in its destruction,”®
'I‘umng to the professions and busincss pursuits of life,
wo shall discover the frequent and vast afforts of talent in
building up the wrong and pulling down the right. We
are not inclined to echo tho slanders perpotrated against
tho professions particularly. Wo cannot entertain the
opinion uttered by some, oven of respectablo attain-
ments, that no man can bea lawyer and a Christian! Yet,
how fow of tho logal profession are numbored among
Christ's peoplo? How fow havo studied the truly “higher
law"” of his kingdom, and have deemed it more honour to
fill tho lowest seat at his tablo than to gain a hentagc of
famo! Of medical men, how many have found in secon-
dary causes the origin of things; and have neglested the
higher analysis of tho immortal and imperishable part of

* John Foster.
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man to devote attention oxclusively to the merely mortal
and perishing! Vo ropeat, that ohyervation teaches the
lesson that Talont has not always been enlisted in the ser-
vieo of truth. And when thus employed, as sometimes it
has been, its cfforts have, in great part, beon feeble and
inefficiont,  Trath lay hid and buried in the ponderous
oclaves and unrcadable quartos of the past century, while
Error was disseminaied in sprightly essays and vivacious
volumes,  Wo rejoice that a change has been wrought
here ;--that -the children of light have learned wisdom
~ from the children of darkness, and that sanctified talent
has at last been tanght the lesson that precious knowledge
may be communicated to the mnsses hotter in the tract
than in the treatise, better in a volume of unpretending
proportions than in a body of divinity. Weare gratified
that it has learned mora—that in order to be read, in or-
der to accomplish the very purpose for which bocks are
wrillen, books must be made interesting as well as instruc.
tive—must have the graces of a perspicnous style as
well as an abundance of ripe thought. Few men are so
highly gifted as to justify the venture to make their writings
obscare in order that they may be studied. The 0i Pollod
aro now tho rulers in the republic of lotters—as well of
Christian lettors, distinctively so called, as of what isun-
happily denominated profane literature; and the 0¢ Pollo:
~ demand that those who cater for their mental religious ap-
petite, shall create the appetite as well as supply its wants.
~ Wo regret that thefactis so. We would have truth sought
for herself, because she is Truth. Dut complainings will
uot remedy the evil. Nor will it do to stand off and de-
liver learned divinity to » public mind that cannot retain
the pith of a single sermon. We must come down to the
capaciticz of the people, if we cannot lift them up to our
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ordinary tone of discourse. We must givo them the nour-
ishment they can digest, for nourishment they will have,
aad if wo do not givo thom food of & character adapted
to their capacitios, thoy will find noxious poisons which,
not allaying their hunger, will destroy the- little of men.
tal health and vitality that remains. It is for these reasons
that wo ave gratified that mon of talent, of thinking power,
havo not deemed it an unworthy office to supply such men.
tal pabulum, and that while they might casily have con.
struoted systoms of dmmty, they have ‘preferred to pre
sent truth in its fragmoents in order to entrap into the way
of right thinking the langaid and almost listless reader of
modern literature, and to pour over his intellect a tide of
fresh and pure thonght to quicken it to a healthful activity.
Tho time has arrived for such works. When John Foster
published his volumo of essays, centaining the essay on
“Dacision of Character,” and that on ¢ Thoe Use of the
Bpithet Romantic,” works characterized by the highest
oloquenco and by profound thought, he did so with fear
and trembling; and was gratified that his volumo bad
met with evon a moderate success. A ﬂuwer of &
contury aftorwards, “s kiad of moral essay,” such as
Foster produced, would have fallen still.born from the
press, whilo the carrentof modern ﬁchon, embracing alike
with tho higher qualities of imagination and artistic power
displayed in' ¢ Vanity Fair,” “Dombey snd Son,” and
“ Jane Eyre,”" the dugmtmg dotail of tho lives of “Dick
Turpin, tho Highwayman,” and “ Edwards, tho Forgen,”

would have been dovounred with avidity ! - Fortunately, the
supply of tho baser material has so completely glutied the
intellectual appetite, that tho taste for such - delicacies has
in & messure diminished, and is dnily diminishing. One
may even confeas without a blush, in the literary circlesof
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the dap, that he has not read Dickens's last work, and i»
wholls oblivioua of, if ke evor saw, the latest productions
of Banott, or Roynolds! In this decline of the medern
Novel, taking its march into oblivion after its predecessor,
the Romance, it is peculiarly bappy that Fact and Reality
are gaining their nghtful power, and that Religious Fact
has now an opporiunity to assers its dominion.

Wo havo plreoed at the beginning of this articlo the title
of a work recontly published, of this type. Wo hail its ap-
pearance a8 indicative of a higher Witerature for the read.
ing publie, and its extended cirenlation as evidencing that
the public mind is now at least in part prepared for o purer
and moro healthful style of thought than has distinguished
the days just numbered with the past.

Mr. Bayley's book is autobiographic throughont, though
bo may not probadly have designed it as snch. In the
Lights and Shades of Itinsrant Lifu snd in the moral
essays, as well as in his avowed Confessions, he is disclo-
sing to us tho actual progress of his own mind—-a mind
intenscly active and stored with thought and eminently
self reflective while touching at many peints the externsl
world, and deriving pleasure and profit from the contact.
Wo have an antipathy to the title *Confessions.” We
associate with it tho so.called disclosures of Rousseau, his
pompous bombast and his caussless and iwpertinent seifl-
abasement—-solf-abasement having more the air of self-ox.
altation than of repentance, more of the spirit of tho car-
ally proud than of the spiritually humble. We would be
inclined also to condemn these *“Confessions of a Converted
- Infidel,” if thoy were of this type or spproached it. But
this is tar from being true. They arc a plain and vnvar-
nished tale of the manner in which the author trod the

pathway to infidelity and of bhis deliverance from its
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unhappy power. Our author was born in an anciemt
borough of old England. In early chiidhood he lost the
training of n mother, Bofore he had reached his fifth
birth-dny sho was laid in the gvave. 1lis father was un-
happily an admirer of Paine, Voluey and Voltaire, and
possibly this parental example had somewhat to do with the
early aversion which he cherished toward the Bible and
the avidity with which his mind fastened itsslf upon ita
unpalatablo fruths, leading him to discard its feachings
altogether. A courso of miscellancous reading, conver-
sation with the leaders of tho infidel party, misuse of the
Sabbash for purposes of recreation, contrast of the rich
ond wealthy with the humble and destitute, completed the
work of transformation and the author became & confirmed
infidel. In that spirit ho bLade a farewell to his native
land “$o sce tho operations of Deism” in America. A
companion blessed him on his way with the exhortation
‘““that he bad been inoculated with tho truth and must
spread 18" After passing mony years in the northem
portion of the Union, he came to Virginia to learn another
sysicm of truth, and to become its ardent and zcalous de-
fender. By a scries of not very wonderful providences,
he is led gently along to rotrace his stops, to converse
again with the pious and the pure, to read books of whole.
someo dootrine and finally to renounce his infidelity and to
embrace in intellect tho truth of the Christian religion.
We must cite horea passage disclosing this gradual change
of mind: X began to look upon religion and religious
peonls with more respect and to attend more frequently
the house of God. It was some time afier this befors my
heart was suﬁmmly humbled to lead mo Lo the practice of
prayer. Indced, I still thought, with a marvellous incon-
sistency, that prayer to the Almighty was very absurd.
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Aud one day I walked into the solitude of the woods
to think over the subject, with the intention of writing an
cssay upon it.  As I was walking nbout, I thought, *If
God i infinite in knowledge, why should we inform him of
our own wants, sinee ho knew them before? If he is in-
finitely wise, why should we attempt to diree: kim? If e
is infinitely goed, why ehould we endeavor to prevail upon
him to supply our wants 2 And, aboveall, if heisunchange.
able, why should we solicit him to change?" In the midst
of these reflections, my attention wns arrested by a plain.
tive and earnestly supplicating voice, and going in the i
rection from which the veice came, I saw a negro nan on
his knees, under a tree, with hands clasped tegether and
-uplilted to heaven, while he cried out with great earnest-
ness, *Jesus, Master, have merey upon me o poor sinner ¥’
And this he continued to repeat.  The poor fellow did not
observe me, g0 intently was hie ongaged in prayer. An
awful fecling came over my soul; I forgot my emay, ml
walked back to town musing on the power of religion.
1bat negro was happily converted, and many a time after-
ward have wo met togethor at our suarise prayer meelings,
and in the use of other mmeans of grace. These impres-
sions, however, wore off, and it was not until it pleased the
Lord to lay me upon a bed of sickness that I was lal tu
renounce publicly wy infidel sentiments, and to seck an
interest in the atonement made for the whole human race
by our Lord Jesus Christ,”

While he lay on the bed of discase, the letier of an
absont sister from across the Atlantic reached him and
touched his hears, He longed to be o Christian that he
rright say, that if they met no more on earth they wonld
meet in heaven. This at least would be romething cheer-
ing to write; and she had told him that his Jetters wers
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unhappy and made her se. Hero was the turning point
in hiy experience. Ho had found beforo that Butler's
Analogy was able to remove all hia positive objections to
the truths of the Chiristian religion, but he had not yet
cherished the spirit which prompted to a cheorful and
hearty surronder to its claims. ¢The Christian religion
becamo,” he saye, “something very lovely and desirable
in my sight, and though it was soveral months before I
could make the change in my sentiments kaown, there was
o decided chango from that hour,” The strugglings with
conscicnce were not yot over: We must cito his graphic
description of his conversion: *“The devil was endeavor-
ing to retain me in his bondage and I could find no rest
to my spirit. J wandered into the woods in the neighbor-
hood, and thery, in the silence of tho groves, sat down
and wept. Often did I make up my mind to unbocom
myself to somo one, and as often did pride gain the ras-
tery over me, and compel mo to keep my sccret. Nover,
while memory retains hor power, shall I forget one holy
Sabbath morning, when I paid & visit to the Baptist
church, o hear the Rev. Mr. Fife. He gaveout the hywma
commencing, | -

tJesusl and shall it aver Lo
A mortal man sshamed of thoa?’

When the congregation began to sing the hymn, I looked
around with a heavy heart; my lips were sealed, and 1
could not utter a word, and a ¢aice in my inmost soul
secmed to s2y, ¢Yes, sinner, that is you—you are the
only one in this congregation ashamed of Christ.' For
it secined to me that with one united heart and voice that
congrogation did worship Clrist as a God. My troubled
heart would not allow me to pay much attention to the
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sormon; but I went home weary and heavy Jaden, nnxious
to obtatn rest, and yot obstinately and foolishly refusing
to seok it in God’s appointed way. Falling into the com-
pany of some young men who had recently been convort-
cd, I mado somo onquiries about religion, to which they
guve Mo eVasive snawors, supposing that I wanted io get
into & controversy with them., Secing their unwillingness
to converse with mo on tho aubject, my heart was grioved
and my oyes swere filled with tears. One of them said,
¢ Aro you sick? you had better lie down.” And though I
assured thom that I was not sick, they all loft tho room.
As soon a3 1 was loft alone, o voice in my heart scemed
to say, Sinner, you should kneel down and, pray. It was
tho wooing voics of Christ, leading the blind by a way
that ho knew not; but, to my shame let it bo written, I
-thought that porhaps some one would come in and seo me
al prayer. Sol took the key of Mr, James Jackson's
store, and went to that place and loeked myself in, and
3000 was upon my knees, With a heart tcssed to and fro
by a variety of conflicting cmotions, I began, ¢O Lord,
if thou didat over hear prayer—" Here I came toa pause,

and ropeated the ¢}’ and it occurred to my mind that it
was very sbaurd to pray in that way, sinco God had caus-
ed it to be writtenin his word, ¢ Without faith it is impos-
siblo to please Him; ho that cometh to God must believe
* *hat Ho is, and that He is & rewardor of them that dili-
gently scek him.' Strango a3 it may seom, I rose from
my knees withoot offering up a prayer. I then opened
the Bible and read tho eighth chapter of the epistle to
the Romans, at which place X happened to open undesign.
cdly. This was entirely above my comprehension, and it
oceurred to my mind that I had once read it before, and
asked my father if he underatood it; to which he replicd,
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‘No, nor does any one else—it is a hLieap of nonsense.’

Finding notking to relicve me here, I closed the book
and loft the store, and endeavored to shake off my feel.

ings in another way. Some fow wecks afterwnrd MMy,
Childs had an appointment in the village. It wasin the
Christmas titne, and though tho backsliding which gene.
rally follows great religious excitements had not commen.
ced, thers wes no unusual manifeatation of roligious fecl-
ing at that time in the community. I was one of the con.
grogation that night, but I have no recollection of the
preacher’s toxt, nor of his discourse. All that X know is,
that hoe fixed his piercing eyes upon mo at the close of the
discourse, desconded from the pulpit, walked deliberately
to me, took mo by tho hand, and said, ¢ Got down on your
knees, and begin to pray.’ I fell down trembling without
a word, and began to pray and cry aloud for mercy. Thus
tho straggle, as far as regards my recantation of infidel-
ity, was over, and I was before the congregation a weep-
ing ponitoat suing for merey at tho foot of the cross. I
remained on my kueces until the congrogation was dismiss-
ed, when some one came to me and whispered in my car
that I ought to go home and pray thare. As soon as 1
got to my room, I ssw a friond with whom Y lodged ot the
time, sitting by a table reading; and throwing mysell
upon my kuaecs by the bedside, I asked him to pray for
me. He immediately left the room, and sent Mr. Childs,
and soveral other Lrethren, who came to my rovm, and
beld a little prayer-nicoting until about midnight. -After
thoy had left me, X remained up all night in a stato that
1 bave no language to describe. It appeared to'me that
I bad committed the sin against tho Holy Ghost, the sin
‘which hath no forgivoness, and I was afinid to lie down
and slocp, lest X should die; and wake up in hell. I re-
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mained in my room all the noxt day, meditating, praying
and reading, and at night wont to n prayer-mecting, at
which John Morris, a colored man, who has sines goue to
Liberin as a missionary, made a profession of religion.
At that meoling ouo ngainat whom I hnd taken up a pre-
judice, put his arms around me and tried to encourage me
to believe, but it had o chilling effect upon my feelings, and
as I walked home that night, I thought I sheuld give up
the struggle and becoms worse than I had over been.
But the next day my convictions returned with increased
power, and I lay on iy bed almoat in the agonies of des-
pair.  While reflecting on my past life, and on the great
subject of religion, I was bowildered ; my reason seomed
to be forsaking me; and then it was suggested to my
mind, you will lose your renson, and then you will cor-
tainly bo lost, for religion is n reasonable thing, and no
one who is not in his right mind, can repant and believe
in Christ. This alarmed mo greatly, and 1 turned over
in wy bed and oried aloud, so that some of the neighlors
came in 0 seo what was the matter.  Among others, my
doar departed friend, Brother Wi, Blanton, came in and
knelt by my bedsido and prayed for me. The conversa-
tion of My, James M. Jackson, Mr. John Long, amd
others, was profitable and encouraging to my soul. I
read Butlor's chapter on the Mediaterinl character of the
Saviour, and was satisfied with regard to the correctness
of the author’s positions; but still there was a nountain
of unbolief’ on my heart, and I could not trust in God for
salvation. Though I saw clearly that God had promised
to forgive the sins of all who believe in Jesus, I could
pot understand Zow this could be done, and therefore 1
would not believe. After all my company left me, 1 rose
from my bed and sat down by the fre in profound med:-
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tation. The little negro Loy who sat in one corner of the
root looked very carnestly at me, and inquired,

“¢What was the matter with you when you hallooed
sl

. 4 ¢ God was punishing me for my sins,’ I replied.

¢ ¢ What did that little man do for you ?’

“¢Heo prayed for me.’

¢ ¢Would God bear him '’

“ ¢ Here I was pussled, and knew not what to answer.
I thooght, if I say po, I shall contradiot the Beriptures,
for God bas said, ¢ Ask, and yo shall roceivo; seck, and
ye shall find; kanock, and the door shall bs opened to
you.' Acnd if Isay yes, I shall not speak the truth, be-
causo I do not believe it. 8o I remained in silonco. With
a sigh tho little boy exclaimed, ‘I wish I could pray.’ 1
still made no reply, and he said, ¢ Won't you teach me to
pray, sir '

“ ¢You must ask the Lord to teach you,’ I responded.
“‘Must I What must Isay? he again inquired.
“Struock with the carnestacss of the little fellow, I be-
gan to be more attentive to him, and remembering a vorse
cf & hymn which I had been taught when I was a little
child, I said, say, ¢ Lord, teach a little child to pray.’

“ Elo instantly knelt down at my feet, put his face to
the floor, snd whispered, ¢ Lord, toach a little child to
pray?l’

“ The thought instantly flashed into my mind, if that
little boy can beliove in me, why cannot I believe in God.
Hessys in his word, that He ¢s0 loved tho world as to
give his only-begotten Son, that wiosoxver believeth in
Him, might not perish, but have everlasting life” This
doclaration embraces me, if I beliove it, and whether 1
vaderstand how it can be done or not, I must and will be-
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lievo it on the authority of God himself. In a moment
the burden scomed to fall from my heart. T felt greatly
relieved; and though I did not take it for conversion at
tho time, from that moment I began to look at the Saviour
with the eyo of faith. When I laid down in bed that
night, & oouplet of one of Charles Wesloy's hymns was
continually suggosted to wy mind,~—

' Now, a’en now, the Sarviour stands,
All day Jong b spreads bis hands.’

A friend read to me after I laid down tho tenth chapter
of the Epistle to the Romans, which contains the samo
sentiment :—*But to Israel he saith, all day long have ]
stretched forth my hand to & guinsaying and rebellious
people.’ I was still more convinced of ain, and prayed
more earnestly to God., Before I fell asleep the words of
the Paalmist camo to my mind, ¢ For his anger endureth
bat s moment; in his favor is lifo ; weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” 1 fell asleep
in hope of obtaining a still clearer assuranco of the par.
doning meroy of God, and I was not disappointed. About
four o’clock I awoke, and began to reflect, what am 11
and the answer camo to my mind in & moment, Iam s child
of God, and an heir of everlasting life, and then I began
to sing in the besutiful language of Kirke White ;—

' ‘Once on the mging seas ] rode,
Tho siorm was Joud, the night was dark,
Tue ocean yawn'd, and rudely blowed
The wind thai w0es'd my found'ring barque.

‘ Deep horror then my vitls frose,
Desth struck, I ceased tha tide 10 stem ;
When saddenly a star arose,

It was the star of Bethilshem.




IR THE NEW LITERATURE.

‘It was my guide, tny light, my all,
It bade my dark forebanlings ecase,

Aud through the slann aml danged's thmll,
[t lend e to the pont ol peace,’

My voice was fecblo at first, but it gradually became louder,
until my room-mato awoke, and asked mo what was the
matter. To which I roplied, that my soul was happy, ani
that it mado mo feel comfortable in body and in mind.
I arose from my bed, and continued in reading the Serip-
tures, prayer, and praise, until the break of day, when ]
took a walk on the banks of tho Appomattox river, and
on that memorable morning all things appeared more
bright and beautiful than had over beforo appeared o
me. Tho troes, all withered and lifcless as they were,
appeared to bo coverad with glory, and all Naturo had a
voico exhorting roo to praise hor great Creator. ¢ O sing
unto the Lord a now song, for He hath dono marvellous
thinge. VWith his own right hand, and with his holy arm
he hath gotten to himself tho victory.,” I felt tnen dis-
posed to shake hands with every ono that I met, and
thought it strango when any one did not sympathize with
mo in my joy. I was not, howover, without strong temp-
tations, Satan continued to assail mo with his fiery darts,
and I had many a strugglo with the powers of darkness,
but I generally drove them away by singing and prayer.”

The author subsequently becoming convinced of his duty
to preach, at the carnest solicitation of his friends, began
the ministry at once. Hounited himaelf with the itinerancy,
and entered with choerfal heart upon its laborions duties.
We havo already said his entire book is autobiographic.
The Lights and Shades of Itincrant Lifo are confessedly
such, and discloso tho sunshino and tho storms of the tray-
clling minister. These sketches are racily written and will
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amply repay tho curious reader. They tell us what the
man of God sced and handles in his offort to do gowd, ani
how his philosophy and paticnce are put to the test alier-
nately Ly awkward politencss and impudent awagger.
Tho writer docs not omit an occasion to shioot at fully as
it Oics, and his shot is usually cffective. In illustrating
tho caso of thoso who bless the Lond for a firce gospel,
weaning ono that costs themn nothing, he appends the
following noto :

“A penurious member of the church said in a religious
meeting, ¢I bless the Lord for a free gaspel; I have Leen
a member of the church for many years, and it has never
cost mo anything except tivcnly-five cents !’ The preacher
looked on him with mingled surprise and pity, and a swall
infusion of contempt, and said: ¢ God bleas your stingy
”nl !! ' 1

An extract from thoe sunny side of the itinerant life will
bo in place hore :

“I* must not be forgotten, however, while we are mu-
sing - these potty pains, which small as they are individ-
uslly, in the aggregate are not to be despised, that the
itinerant of the present day is free from many of the
cares and anxicties that harass his brethren who lead a
moro settled life; nor that he has wany advantages which
flow from tho nature of his wandering life. By a proper
manasgement of bis time, and habits of self-denial, he may
fiod opportunities for reading and veflection, and for the
improvement of his own heart and mind. The greas book
of human nature is ever open to his view. Natare, with
all her charms, smiles upon him, and spreads before him
all her treasurcs. He has tho privilege of visiting vil-
lages, towns, end cities, tmountains and valleys, rivers and
lakes, which ho nover would have scen if he had not been
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an itinerant ministor., Somotimes, a3 he communes in his
closot with tho master spirits of past ages, ot as ho pur.
sucs his solitary way through tho woods, and forests, and
gases upon the sublimo and beautiful scenes of nature,
his heart swells with joy, and he blesses Ged who called
him to this glorious work. o has the advantage, too,
of freo and familiar intercoursse with many of tho choice
spirits of the Church of tho living God. 8till more: he
enjoys the counscls, the prayers and the sympathy of the
holieat among tho children of God, and ho looks forward
to the time when be «ill minglo with them in the General
Assombly of tho Saints in the Glorious Land., When he
secs theso things by faith, ho fecls that ho would not ex-
chango positions with tho wealthiest and the most honora-
ble of tho human race. On the other hand, he has a
hoavy load of care, and an awful responsidbility to the
world, to the Church,and to God. He occupies & perilous
height, on which it is difficalt to stand, and from which it
would be damnation to fall. And, therefore, with the
great apostle of the Gentiles, hie exclaims, ¢ Who is sufi
cient for these things?' In the midst of grief or glad-
ness, sickness or health, success or failure, ho toils o,
choosing rather to suffer afliction with tho peoplo of God
thsn to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. If he
succeeds in winning sonls for Christ, and building up the
Ohurch of God, ho rejoices like one who has found a grest
trossare. Ocoasionally ho has the mortification to find
that his own brothren are the grestest obstacles in the
way of his uscfalness. Somo Diotrephes, who ¢loves to
have the pro-cminence,’ soms Demas, who ¢ loves the pre-
seat world,’ or some cross-grained brother, whoso whims
and caprioes havo not been sufficiently attended to mey
raiss & clamor sgainst him; or some cmissary of Satan




THE NEW LITERATURE. 134

may succeed in raiving prejudices agninst him, so that he
is sent away from his field of Inbor, hicfore the havvest iz
ripe. A strangoer enters and reaps theerop.  In his nex:
field of Iahor, however, the case ix altered. e ia the
veaper this time, and thoese who look only at the surface
of things take him to be something; and yet he is the
same man that he was before, while the cireumstances
around him are altered a little."

A Sccond trip scross the Atlantic opens up in our au.
thor's history o feesh spring of delightful incidents, and
under the titles * Home Again,” * London,” * Farewcll,™
and ¢ Reflections on the Qcean,” he makes us familiar with
his friendships and his dear loved ones at home. We
regret our inability to make more than a simple reference
to these and to the essays on * Reading,” # Thnking,"
#Christian Conversation,” “The Study of Human Na.
tore,”’ and “Superstitien.’”  From the articie on # Loqguac-
ity,”” the longest and hest of the sketches, we make =«
brief extract:

“ Apart from highdr considerations, it wonld e well fur
these inceszant talkers to remember, that they lose much
by their want of moderation in the exercise of their gifls.
By monopolizing all the time, they prevent others who
are their company from speaking, cspecially the modest
and unassuming; and to say nothing of the injustice of
such ‘2 course, in this land of equal rights, who can tell
how much information, sparkling wit, and brilliant elo-
quence, they lose by their conduct 2 It has been remarkedd
that' celebrated authors, with few exceptions, have had
little to say in company; but they have been great listen-
ers—‘swift to hear, slow to speak.’ It might be well
then, if those persons who are aflicted with the talking

mania, would occasionally, at least, impose silence upon
0
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thomselves for a season. And this brings to mind an ob.
servation made by o shrewd gentleman in Richwmond, Vir.
ginia. A love-feast had just been held in one of the city
churches, in which very few persons bad anything to say.
When some ono complained of the dulness of the meet.
ing, that individual observed, that tho meoting must have
done good, for certain persons who wero at it had not
kept silence so long for many years! It is anid, also,
that one of the loquacious tribe wont to a Quaker meet.
ing, nt which nothing was said; and he becoming exces-
sively tired of it, went out in o pet, and exclaimed, ¢ That
is enough to kill the d——1!' *¢That is cxactly what we
want to do,’ quictly remarked the Quaker.”

It was an apt remark of Robert Iall that it is the
fortune of some mon to labor under an, incapacity of dis-
cerning living worth—a sort of moral virtuosi who form
their estimate of c!mractnr as the antiguarian of coins, by
the rust of antiquity.”

“Usit enim fulgore suo, qu! priegravat aries
lofa se positns : extincus amablng filem.”

Wo have not followed tho timorous example sot us by
guch critics ; und we are assured that the reader who will
consult the pages of our author, will not regret our de-
parture, in the present instance, from a standard of judg.
ment so narrow and contracted. For the ripe instruction
with which the volume abounds, and chicfly of all, for its

charming simplicity of styls, we heartily eommeml this
specimen of the New Literature,
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Qur main purpose is not so much with Mr. Brown's book.
a3 with'n topic he has incidentally discussed—the ethics
of the legal profession. We fully agree with himan the
statemment that his work has no pretensions to style.  The
frankness of the disclaimer will somewhat blunt the edge
of énhcwm. As mere collectanca of ancedotes, and brief
skeicbmgs of legal hiography, his volumes will prove to be
passably interesting, and pleasant light remlmg ; hind their
avthor claimed for them a higher poasition, they would
unquestionably not have secured it.  Humble, however, as
aro the claims of Mr. Brown's work, it should not go
wholly unrebuked.  We admit his perfect right to publisl,
as many of his personal recollections as he way choose:
and if dwwued and heralded as his own life, to mmglc
with it as much of egotism and self-lnudation as mny suit
his taste; but wo slrongly question his righit to devote
Jargely more than a hundred pages of a work, professedly
giving an account of the practice and practitioners of
. Pennsylvania, to u discnssion of his own moerits and posi.
‘uon, while his recital of the chavacter and life of such »
_man a8 Justico Washington is compressed into about
twenty. The disproportion may not have been noted by

* The Forum ; or, Forty Yearsa Full Praciice a2 the Philnddpiin Bae, By
“Davip Patt Bﬂolﬂl. Two Velumer. Philadelphia: Rakert H. Small.
law Bookieller, Na. 21 8. Sixth Strcer, 1835,
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Mr, Brown., e may possibly imagine that cach has heen
treated accovding to his deserts—that the author of * The
Forum’ is ontitled to fill a much larger space in the
public cye, than the great, venerable and distinguished
Justico; but Mr. Brown will scavcely get tho reading
public, either professional or non-professional, to agree with
him. To prevent mistake here, let us say that the memoir
of Mr. Brown prefixed to his work was not written by his
own hand. It scoms to have heen prepared originally by

a friend of the author, for a place smong the catalogue of
the distinguished living, published by Mr John megston
in his “ Biographies.” The writer, however, had poculiar
advantages for the work, IHe quotes the private jousnal
of Mr. Brown, nnd gives us an account of his first publzc
effort.  From this it appears that Me. Brown's debut in
the courts of Pennsylvania equalled, if it did not exed,
the highest cfforts of Grecian or Roman orntory, and in-
stantly placed the orator upon the pinnacle of fame. The
hiographer does not tell us, that like Erskine on the occa
sion of his famous first epcech before Lord Mansfield, the
Philadelphin orator received thirty retainers before he left
tho court room. He doubtiess deserved them.

- Having said thus much in censure of these volumes, we
must say what it i in our heart to say in commendation
of the writer and his work., Ile scams fo bea goed na-
tured, cheerful old gentleman, liberal to a fanlt, and a sincere
teacher of tho lessor of good fellowship, He has placed
a high, but not too high, cstimate upsn the practical yalue
of strict professional decorum; and inculcates as one of
the cssentials to success as well as to comfort in the prac-
tice of the law, the cultivation of an cquable temper, and
seasonably and shrewdly remarks, that *no cliont wonld
he safe in trusting the management of his cause to a
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lascyer who is incapable of seli-government.” e also calls
altention to another feature in legal life, which wny
striko with some surprise those who are not familiar with i
inner dopartments: #The result of professional harmeny is
the greatest mutnnl confidonce. They rely upon each other's
word as an infalible bond. As belween thunselves, they
rarely require any writing as assurance.  They acither
doubt nor are doubted. This, among the other lofty prin.
ciples of the profession, has secured them here and cvery-
whore a position which neither envy uor calomny con ever
destroy or impair.” -

The legal profussion hins been the subject of calumny.
No one will doubt this who has taken the pains to acyuaint
himzelf with the ordinary opinions cherished and expressed
by some cven of the more intelligent classes who have
devoted themsclves to other pursuits. As the result of
calumnies widoly and industriously diffused by those whe
belisve them to be true, wo think we do not orr in saxing,
that o large proporiion of thinking mon, outside the
profesaion, regard the vigorous, faithful mud earnest prose.
cution of the law as incowpatible with the highest standard
of morality ; as inconsonant with a sincere atlachment for
the principles of the Christian religion.

It is ons design, in the present article, to vindicate the
profession from these charges, and to show that the prose.
cution of the law is not only consistent with the sincerr
profession andl practice of Christianity, but that, in some
particulare, the Jawyer enjoys peeuliar advantages lor at-
taining eminent usefuiness in the Christian life.

It is scarcely necessary to say that if the Jaw way be
practiced at all, its practitioner i3 called upon to discharge
i dutles with vigor and fidelity. It argues neither o
Christian heart nor a Christinn head to falter in the prose-



ik CHRISTIANITY IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION.

cution of any work wo may proporly undertake, Energy
and atrwmg for success ave ns obligatory upon the Chris.
tian in the pursuit of lawful sccular callings, as diligence
and fidelity in the discharge of any peculiarly Christian
duty. If, then, the Christian may be a lawyer, he should
nrosecute his profession vigorously and carneatly; be
shonld not hesitate to meet its foll responsibilities, and to
discharge them all 3 and if the life of the Christian be .
compatible with tho cnergetic discharge of the lawyer's
office, duty to the client, duty to himself demands that the
Christian lawyer should lay nside his professional robes,
and devote himself to some othor pursuit. This is the
practical qneauon to which wo invite attention; may the
Christian practice the law without soiling his character, or
impairing his Christian influenco?

There i3 nothing cssentinlly variant between the profes
sion of Christinnity and tho practice of the law. To em-
hraco tho principles of the one does not, in itself, imply
the deninl of the principles which should rule in the
other. So far as human laws arc written on the statate
hooks of the country, or have been unfolded and ..
pounded in the decisions of the courts, the principles which
underlic and rogulate them are found to be, are design
ed to bo modelled after and bnilt upon the principles of
Divinc truth. If there be oceasional aberrations from the
standard, these have occurred, not from intentional disre
zard of the clnims of the *¢higher law,” but from misin.
torpretation or misapplication of tho test; and as fallible
men have had to expound and interpret the statutea and
to apply in practico these principles, it is surely not with-
out excuse that occasional departures from their true de-
velopment havo been made-—occasional errors committed.

There is not only no cssential variance between the prin:
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cinlen of Christianity sud the principles which should rule
in the practice of the law ; there are designed coiucidence
and harmony between them.

In civilized countries the great cole regulating the
dealings of mnn with man is the code contained in the
IHoly Scriptures. Varioualy expressed as their statutes
have boen,——assuming with every different nation and peo-
ple a diwtinet amd separate form, varying according to the
mental habits, and circumstances of the people for whose
control they are designed,—they all acknowledge, and ure
all designed to inculeate, obwtlience to the Divine law, as
promulgated from Mount Sinni, and as interpreted by the
Infallitle Inlerpreter. Lot n man but obey this law, in
its spint and letter;; and he need not fear breaking any of
the positive statules, or running counter to the written de-
cisions of the courls of a civilized people. Legislatures
and courts alike have bowed in homage to the Divine
model; and have striven to make their enactments and
their rulings conform to its high standard, The Common
Law of England, though its foundations were laid in o
dark and inauspicious age, has become the boast of law.
yors and statesmen, and the pride and glory of the An.
glo-Saxon race, its highest and happicst accomplishment,
in a history crowded with wonderful successes, and alinost
unesampled fortunes. No wonder that it was cherished
with afectionate remembrance by our fathers ; and though
thoy were compelled to sever the national bond of
union botween them aud the mother country, no wonder
they fondly clung to this, the earliest sud the best beon
they bad inherited.  Yet after all, what is this Com-
mon Law, which law writers proudly characterize ns the
highest reason? Waonee hos it derived its splendor, its
justness of proportion, its solidity of prineiple, and it
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practica’ value? From what source las it received the
maxims which it has swritten as the guide of the courts?
Whenge darived the canons which govern and contl
thems 7 When we nssert for this Connon Law these high
claims, we are not asserling them as due to its intrinsic
and sell-derived excollence; we are only commending 2
glory and a grmce which are reflected from it, only na it
has imitated amd embodied the principles of the Divine
law, David Hoflinan, in his excellent treatize on a course
of legal study—a work distingyished for its compreher.
siveness and completeness—instructs the student to lay
the basis of his legal studies by securing an aecurate ac-
quaintance with the Bible.  We quote his language:

4¢ The purity and- sublimity of the morals of the Tiible
have at no time been queationed ¢ it i3 the fonndation of
the common law of every Christian nation, The Chns.
tian religion is a part of thoe law of the land, and, ns such,
should certainly receive no inconsiderable portivn of the
lawyoer's attention. In vain do we lJook among the
writings of the ancient philosophers for o system of morl
law compatnble with thac of the Old and New Testamens.
How mengre and lifeleas are even the ¢ Bthics' of Aristo
tle, tho ¢ Morals’ of Scneen, the ¢ Memorabilin® of Xeno-
phon, or the * Oflices’ of Cieero, compared with it.” * *
* * o «]F treatises on morals should be the first whicl
are placed in tho hands of the student, and the structure
of his legal cducation should be raised on the broad ami
solid foundation of cthics, what book so proper to be ther-
oughly studied with thiz view, if no other, as the Bible.
But the religion and morals of the Seriptures by no means
constitute the only claim which this incstimable velume
possesaes on the carncst attention of the legal student.
There is much daw in it, and a great deal which sheds more
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than a glimmering light on a variery of legal topics, Polit-
ical seionce i3 certainly indebted to it for an accurmie ac.
eount of the origin of secicly, yovernment, and pro-
perty.  The subjects of marriuyge, the alicnation of pro.
perty inter vivos, its wequisition by inheritance and begueat,
the obligation of an eath, the velations of gerernvr nml
governed, of master and xercant, huabmul and wife, the
nature and punishinent of a variety of crites and offences,
ns murder, theft, adultery, incest, polyyemy, &e., the
grounds of diverce, &e., &e., still receive illustrations from
this copious sonrce; and this high suthority i3 often ap-
pealed to by legul writers, cither as decisive or afgutaen.
tative of their doctrines.” © * * * «We have leen
thus particular on the subject of the utility of the Jaible
1o the Lnoyer, from a8 deep convietion that its cthics, his-
tory and law cannot fail of heing eminently serviceable to
hitn ; from our observation that young lawyers fioquently
read any other book but this; and, lastly, from the fact
that nearly all the distingnished lawyers with whom we
~ have beon personally, or through the wmeans of books, or
otherwiso acquainted, have not only professed a high ven-
eration for Biblical learning, but were themselves cone
siderably versed in it. Lord Coke had, no doubt, made
the Seriptures his study, lonz belore Avchbishop Whitgift
sent him a copy of the New Testament, with a request that
ke, who had 2o thoroughly mastered the Commen Law,
should study the law of God; be this as it way, his
writings abound with arguments and lustrations taken
from that source. ‘Phe names, also, of Bacon, Hale, Holt,
Jones, Brskine, Yutes, Grotius, D'Agucssau, and very
many others, who have testified their respect for this knowl-
edge, by frequent reference to the sacred volume; added
{2 the like tribute, so ¢ften paid to it by poctsand orators,
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wero a sufficient warrant, if one were needed, for the
urgent manner in which I press this subject on the student’s
attention.”

Similar recommendations of the study of the loly
Scriptures sro given in every respectable treatise on the
stody of the law. Tho uniformity and urgency of these
commendations at least show that logal writers have never
discovered in tho sacred writings anything to discourage, or
embarrass, or hinder tho young legal student inthe purssit
of his profossion ; on the contrary, they show that lawyers
of eminent learning and experience beliero that the prae-
titloner will be better equipped for the successfol discharge
of kis duties as a lawyer, if ho bas stored his mind in
youth with the truths of the Dirine Wonl, masterced it
" teachings, and familiarized himsell with ita principles.
Nor will it be objected, we are sure, that these writers are
wanting in perspicacity. In claiming for the legal profes-
slon the power to understand thelr truo interests, wo are
but claiming what every one will, without argument, ac-
knowledge.
There is, morcover, no external circumstance altending
the study of the law, in itself considered, preventing the
prosecution of Diblical and religions truth.

The professionsl sindent may be helped in his legal
studies by the prosecution of religions studics; he will bardly
be hindered by them. A (oo great devolion to stricily
professional treatises has in some instances, doubtless, con-
tributed to divert the attention of the legal scholar frowm
the claims of the Holy Scrpteres ; but this may be object-
od as well to cvery other cngroming scicnco; whether
geology, astronomy, chemistry or botany, or leaving the
departments of natural science, whether one's studies
incline to metaphysica, strictly so-called, or to the bellcs




CHRISTIANITY IN THE LEGAL PROFFSSION. 131

lettres. Many of these, we know, have sometimes fully
occapied tho timo and attention of those whose chief
basiness it should have Leen to study and to preach the
Gospel. If we would then discountenance the stuly of
the law, becanso in somo instances its prosccution has hin.
dered growth in spiritual knowledge, consistency requiires
that we should discourage tho prosecution of the sciences
and aris, and indeed every occupation or study of life not
strictly and technically religious. The entical objactor to
the practico of the law would hardly invist on carrying out
his principles to consistent conclusions, if he should there-
by peril or destroy his own pursuit. He would find the
claiins of Divine philosophy not altogether so exacting
and 80 cxclusive as he had been accustomed to believe. To
nourish and sustain the “little ones at home' he would
speedily know to be of as lasting obligation, and, perhaps,
of as high character, as the most intimate acquaintance
with the Dirine teaching.

80 far, also, as the study of the law is a mental exercise,
calling for tho use of tho highest powers of the mind, for
screre analysis, for the accurate investigation and climina-
tion of principles, and their practical application to human
relations and dutics, so far will it prove of advantage in en-
abling one to know religious truth, and to understand how
to apply it. No one will guestion that the lawyer is ad-
vantaged in 2 mental and moral point of view by his fre-
qeent application of moral principles to buman conduct.
This is an important item, and ought not to be neglected
in making our estimate of the peculiar facilities of the bar.
We call attention to the fact here, simply to show the su-

perior vantage grouad of the lawyer as 8 hearer of reli-
gious truth.
Brery ninister of the Gospel has expericnecd a difficulty
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in securing attention to the doctrines he proclaims. The
peoplo Inck consideration. It is vory hard work to think;
—to think on new topics when totally new, to continue o
think on old topics; when very old. We would account it
strange, wero wo not so familiar with tho fact, that the
minister cncounters both theso dificulties in nearly every
congregation ho addresses. Some of his auditors have
nover seriously thought upon the topic he discusses ; to them
his teachiugs are misty and confused, aud tho impressions
received dim and iwperfect.  Others bave thought upon
the truths so often, have hicard them handled and applied
50 often, that they havo becowe old and trite. Tho lawyer
—tho true lawyer will not generally Le found in cither
class. o haslearned by continual and repeated practice,
to grasp a novel subject in all its relations, and he follows
with delight the preacher into now fickls of thought: and
is gratified by tho amplest range and largest discourse.
He will know too how to value the old; aud will not un-
{requently, whilo a hearer, contributo from his own stores
of thought, or by some practical and recent experience in
illustration of its truth, invest the toachings of the pulpit
with freshucss and power. When attendants on the min-
istry, wo may claim for the bar that they are attentive and
appreciative hearers.

While what we have stated is conceded to be true; and
the probability of Christian sentiment at the bar, if there
were no hindrances in the way, is also conceded; it is
objected that the facts tell on the contrary side of the ques-
tion; that Jegal men are not often professedly religious;
that the large majority of them acknowledge no allegiance
to Divino truth, neither obey it themselves nor encournge
its obedience in others; that among them infidelity num-
bors its advocates, and that a practical and a theoretic dis-
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regard of the claims of Christianity is the rule, andnat the
exception ; and indeed, it is further obijected that this odis.
regard of Christian obligation is not a mere accident of
the profession, Lut one of its essentials, the due discharge
of legal duties requiring a sacrifice of Christian principle.
If the latter branch of this charge be true, attempts to
defend the practice of the law would be vain, and the ne-
cessary and consistent conclusion would be that pure mor-
als and a regand to the public welfare woull demand the
suppression of the logal profession.  Ix it true?

In proof of its truth, the ohjector cites the familiar ex-

ample of an advocate’s defence of a criminal known to
be guilty. le says that such a defence is always immora)
and utterly incompatible with Christian character.,
We shall test the soundness of this declaration: but
before passing condemnation upon the bar, let us sce what
are their teachings upon the point. To begin with the
work of Mr. Brown :

“The best system of forensic ethics or moral philosophy,
as applicd to the legal duties of men, is of Divine anthori
ty; ‘Do unto others as you would be done by ;" that is,
83 you jusily deserve to be done by ; ¢ Love your neighbors
(or your clients) as yoursell';' which means, do the same
justice to them that in their condition you wonld be right.
ly entitled to expect—you are not to do more for them
than you would rightly expect; nor to love them belter
than yourself—not to sacrifice your conacicnce or your
hearenly hopo to them."

Again:

“We repeat it, a lawyer is bound to refuse a case that
he believes to be dishonest, or to retire from it the mo-
ment ho discovers it to be so.  And he is also Lound to
avoid litigation, unless it is necessary and when unneces-
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sary or unaveidable, always to adopt tho least offensive
means for bringingit to o satisfactory result, The law is
the handmaid of justice, and in its administration should
never be attended with undue severity or malevolence.”

Again:

¢ A lawyor has a right to take all the advantage his
learning and talents afford him, in onder to sustain 2 good
cause or defeat a corrupt one: but he has no right to sub.
stitute his talents or lmnmg for the honesty of a case,
and therehy render iniquity mnmpbnul. When he has
doubts as to the correctness of his position, ho may fmrly
incline in favor of the party ho represents, and sustain his
views by every authority and fact that the law or evidence
may supply, leaving it of course to the court and jury to
ratify or roject them. 1o is not to decide the case, nor
i3 he morally answerable for the correctness of its deci
sion ; but he 1s answerable for the correctness of the mo-
tives by which he is influenced.”

Judge Sharswood’s testimony is to the like cffect, and,
indecd, every legal writer of eminence and learning has
taught the same doctrines,

In making these citations from legal authoritics on the
ethics of the bar, we shall not bo accused of introducing
testimony which ought not to be regarded. Iad these
works been wrnitten as defences of the bar, wo might sus.
pect the sincerity of the testimony; but they were written
for no such purpose; they were designed for those who
had already detertined upon, or were actively engaged in
the pursuit of tho profession; and they show the animur
of the profession in its claims to sincerity and just deal-
ing, as much as tho ordinary conversation and tone of re-
wark of a private individual would disclose more aptly
than in any other way, his personal character.
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But whilo legal writers teach thus decidedly and em.
phatically the duty of the lawyer, not willingly to under-
take the cspousal of an umunt cause—one that he knows
to be unjust, and with the view to forwand or protect in.
justice-—much diversity of opinion exists among them, as
to tho obligation o lawyer is under to a client whose cause
he may lawfully espouse. Some, but very few, maintain
with Lord Brougham in his famous defence of gueen Caro-
line, that “*an advocate, by the sacred duty he owes his
client, knows, in the discharge of that office, but one per-
son in the world—his client and none others,”—that #to
save his client by all expedient mcans; to protect that
client at all haxards and costs to all others, and amongst
others to himself, is the highest and most unquestionable
of kis duties ;' and that “he mnst not regard the alarm,
the suffering, the torment, the destraction which he may
bring upon any other.” We know of none, however, who
would adopt the further sentiment of this distinguished
lord, whon he adds, that *“ceparating even the duties of
a patriot from those of an adrocate, anid easting them, if
nced be, to the winds, the mdvocate must go on reckless
of the consequences, if his fate it should unhappily be,
to involve his country in confusion for his client’s protee-
tion.” Others, howerer, and the larger and more consil.
erato part, adopt the scntiments of Hale: **I never
thought,” says that distinguished jurist and Christian,
“I nover thought that my profession should cither neces-
sitate & man to uso his cloquence, by extenuations or ag-
gravations, to make anything look worse or better than it
desorves, or could justify a man in it; to prostitule my
eloquenco or rhetoric in such a my,! ever held to be
moat basely mercenary, and that it was below the worth
of a man, much more a Cheistian to do so.”
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We can not suppose that Lord Brougham’s remarks ex.
pressed the deliberate results of his ripe judgment, They
wore uttered in the progress of a trial of unusual interest
and importance; one which might have hurried a speaker
of cven cooler and more dispassionate consideration thay
himself into extravagance of statement. I such senmti
ments were generally adopted, no one can doubt that
justice would be corrupted at its sources, and then,
imdeed, would he be a bold advocate who should under.
take the defence of the bar and endeavor to commend
the practice of the law ns a high and honorable awl
Christinn calling. While duty demands tho exercise
of the best gifts with which the advocate i3 endow.
ed by his Maker, and their exercise to the utmost ex-
tent, it has never required—it never will require, that
he should plead &> cause of injustice, or cspouse the
defence of iniquity. Strictly consonant i3 this remark
with the further one, that cven the guilty man should be
defended, Guilty as he is, the law annexes to his guilt
but a coertain penalty; and the infliction of a penally
variant from that either in character or degree, would be
s clear violation of justice, and of the plainest dictates of
right. Heo neods, then, an advisar and defender to pro-
tect him from the unjust infliction of a severer pemally
than he deserves; and the Christian lawyer may rightly
assume his defence for that purpose. It is cqually true
that even guilt had better go unpunished, than that the
solens: sanclions and safeguards the law has thrown
around the lives and liberties of people should be violated.
And so, when in order to exccute speedily upon the cul-
prit the extreme penalties of the law, Jynch.law is restored
to, every just-minded and reasonable and law-loving citizen
exclaims ogainst the outrage—cven though the object of
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it be notoriously guilty of crimes of deepest malignity, If
in popular outbreaks thus characterized, the guilty are
punished without the law and against the law, and the
punishment is thus decried as unjust and iniguitous, it is
truc, also, that when any of the barviers erected for the
protection of life and liberty are disregarded by o yiclding
or timid judiciary, or removed by a traculent and trim.
wing bar, and cven tho guilty are punished, o wrong is
done—an injury 18 inflicted which the culprit may wot
only complan of, but the body of the people ns well,  The
honour of the State, the vindication of justice, nnd the
lives and liberties of the citizens are us much céncerned
in the propor defence of the aceuzed culprit at the bar, as
in his due pmccuhon and conviction by legal means, by
the prosccuting attorney; and o lugh philosophy and a

profound knowledge of the question in its diversified rela-
tions, would teach us that we ave a3 much interested in the
one as in the other. Take, for example, the case of 0 man
indicted for wurder. e has been guilty of an atrocious
erime. I¥o deserves to suffer the extreme penalty of the
law ; but e must suffer itin alogal way.  HHo isafreeman,
cnmlod under the laws to be tried by nJur} of his peors
~his cquals. Did a jury of slaves sit upon his trial, a

verdict of guilty might be returned against him, or ﬁith-
out a verdict, the judge might pronounce the zentence of
execution, but in neither case ought the law or justice to
sanction it. Heis cntitled to Le confronted with his ac-
cusers. A conviction obtained by tcstimony sccured pri-
\'alely, apart from his presence, and without offering him
nnopporluml.y to test the accuracy of memory, or the vera-
city of the witness, would be unjust, and sueh a conviction
cught not to stand, Heis entitled to bave lis tricrs sworn

or so!e?nly affirmed, before passing upon the question of
0
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his lifo or death. If they are not, and they convict, the
eonviction is, it onght to be naught. le is entitled ton
speady trinl, while the recollection of witnesses is fresh,
and the circumstances attending the fact, precoding or
following it, may be accurately detailed—while his own
witnessea are living and miay be had. If his trial be un.
rensonably delayed, and the facts have faded from the
memory, and witnesses have died or removed to distant
places, beyond the reach of the court, and he i3 convicted
becanze of their ahsence or death, the canviction is unjust,
and should be annulled. Last of all, e is entitled to nn
acquittal until he is proved to be guilty, and if the proof
fails, and the judge, pressed by outside popular scntiment,
or thirsting for blood, or influenced by the moral convic.
tion of guilt upon his own mind, cither by actions or by
words, cither in admitting improper testimony or rejecting
that which is proper, influcnces the mind of the jury
wrong, and they convict, and the man is hung—the cul
prit i3 judicially murdered !=he has suffered o penalty
the law did not demand, and his execution should be re-
garded with no higher favour than if, immediately upon the
commission of the crime, a fierce and angry populace had
hurried him to the gallows without the mockery of an
unjost trial. In all these steps, the man needs assistance.
To protect him in his rights he should have the counsel
and aid of those who kaow his rights, and who will main-
tain them. Who shall say that the Christisn lawyer, in
such n case, owes it not to himself and to the ordinary law
of humanity, to the cardinal rule of lore ¢o his neighbour,
1aid down specifically by the Saviour, to undertake the cause
of tho culprit, and to guard for him his rights? Rights he
has; the law has guaranteed them to him; the culprit i
wronged, he i3 unjustly dealt with, if thoy be taken away.
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This is an extreme case, and one usunlly put to the law.
yor as a test of conscience. We have seen shat to capouse
even such a cause is not beyond excuse; that in foct it is
right.  We confess that wo cannot see that a judicial trinl
and conviction by any unfair or unulawlul means, and sub-
sequent punishment, differ from an execution by lynch-law;
or if there be differences, that they ave not in favour of
Iynch-law, for while the precess of lynching muat, from
the necesaity of the case, be notorions, and of infrequent and
extraordinary occurrence, judicial murderings without law
or evidence, might be porpetrated in sceret and without
responsibility ! I prisoners ave protected by approprinte
counsel, such eases will infrequently oceur: i they ave
wholly undefended, their numbers wounld be greatly en-
larged.

Mr. Brown mentions a remarkable ¢ase in which an inno-
cent man narrowly cscaped final conviction, though without
the leanings of the court against him, and though defunded
by counsel. The case wasthis: * Van Vliet, the defendant,
was prosecuted for having stolen three thousand dollars in
foreign gold, {sovereigns) The prosccutrix swore that
she had that amount of money which she had been col-
lecting for a Jong time: that the prisoutr upon one occas
sion introduced himself into her house, under pretence of

iring to buy old watches or jewelry; that at the time
hio entered, she wos engaged in counting her gold; but
put it in her bureau for the purpese of bringing down an
old wateh s that when shie came down, after a fow ninutes
conversation tho prisoner Jeft tho house, and upon her thea
going to the drawer, the gold was gone. She swore, also,
to the identity of the prisoner. who was a Frenchman,
and speaking very broken Enghish, and sumewhat deform-

ed in parson.
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The next witness was n  confederate, who testified
that he know the defendant, and hiad lived with him nhout
two weekss that on the day of the alleged loss of money,
the defendant came home and had with him o lavge guan.
tity of gold, of the doscription sworn to; that they count-
cdl it together, and that the number of sovercigns exactly
corresponded with the amount lost; that the day afler,
these sovercigns wore melted down by the mint, und that
the product in now American coinage, was banded over
to the defendant. The officer of the mint proved the
melting, and the payment to the defendant, The new
coin was all found on the person of the defendant.

Now, upon this testimony what could be plainer than
the guilt of the defendant?

The defendant was o stranger—he denied his guilt 5 no.
body knew him. He averred he had brought .the money
from Liverpool—produced somo little evidence that he
had such money on his nrrival, But this would not dog
he was convicted, and the >oney was about passing into
the hands of the pmccnmx. | -

Nowly discovered testimony was tho gronnd of motion
for o new trinl.  The new trial was granted, and by con-
gent of the Attorney-General, a commission issued to
England. -

Upon the sceond trinl, it appeared that the prosecu-
trix had no such monoy.

. That the defendant had received Engltsh govereigns for
French gold, in Liverpool. ‘That he had employed the
confederate to interpret for bim for two -weeks, and had
counted the money with him, and then fmm&d it to the
mint, and obtained in lieu American gold. That having
dismissed his intesproter, that person concocted the alove
scheme, with the progsecutrix, for the purpose of gratify-
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ing his revenge, obtaining the money, and dividing the
spoils.

e was, of course, ncquilted.”

Had not this man beerf assisted by counsel, he would
donbtiess have bLeen condenmed and punished as a felon.
Having disproved the charge of fmmorlity, when al-
leged 08 an universal fact in relatinn to the defeuce of o
known criminal, we ave now romdy to exsmine into that
branch of the objection urged against the bar, which ehar-
gos them with the neglect of Christianity.  Jt is too true
that a3 & class degal men are not peculiavly distipguish.
ed for Christinn character.  While not falling hehind
others in contributing its quota of excellent Christinn
men, the legnl prolfession lms net, in proportion to ita
superior advaninges, multiplicl the amsbiers of sincere
and devoted Chyistinns,  The fuct s, there are hindrances
not & few to Christinn devotion smeng barristers.  The
prevailing tone of sentiment of leading wen in the profoes-
sion seems to discourage n high degree of spirituality,
and, indeed, all spirituality whatever.  In some sircies, nwl
those 100 cloiming vespectability amd wlluence, the nowme of
Christian 1s flouted, or spoken of in light nnd irreverential
terms.  Unfortunately, it is teo true that there are very
uany at the bar who willingly unite in unjust ntnld haveh crit-
ietsms of barrisicrs who profess Chrvistianity.  This is prac.
tical skopticiam, Desides, skepticisin awl iufideluy in theo-
ry, are openby avowed and defennded. Thereare notafew who
are led into these delusions by a desire for the reputation of
superior sagacity ; and others have Jeavned to vepeat by mte
the ordinary objections to the Christian religion, nud to
dweli with apparcut satisfaction upon the errors and in.
consistencies of professors of Christianity. Al this i
beyond question true; and the Christian bavrister i often
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tempted to believe he encounters more disconragements in
his Chriatian life than he would de, were he engoaged in
any other pursuit,

Mnuy of the bar do, a8 we linve sald, pay an outwan
nnd decent respect to the observances of the house of waor.
ship. Mnany, howoever, on the other hand, regand public
worship as but a veil to conceal hypocrisy, and cover over
deformitics of heart and life. It is hore, porhaps, that the
barrister is more peculiarly exposed than in other profes.
gions, e hnas in active practico such frequont ocensicns
of detecting the covert motives of men. Daily, nluiost
hourly, disclusures of insincerity and double-dealing are
made known to him; insome instances affecting these who
hold high positions in the community, men whose honesty
and intogrity are snguestioned ; in other instances, attack.
ing tho fair name of Christian profeasors. These are hu
too well calenlated to make the lawyer a skeptic in the
mattor of sincerity and to cause him to doubt whether
the observances of the Christian temple, and the sceming
worship of nn Infinite God are not more cloaks to con
ceal lives of impurity and dishonesty. If lawyers doubt
mere the sincerity of Christian worakip, it is attriba.
table to the fact that they sce more in daily life to shake
their confidence in the integrity of their fellows. Sadly
true is it that each of them has a tale to unfold—a chap-
ter of cxporicnces to disclose, which would make wany o
profeasing Christian blench before his follows, and drive
from: tho communion table many who with sanctimonions
air and solomn countenance, now outwardly partake of
the sacred elements, without having inwardly experienced
the grace of which they are at once the type nnd the en.
couragement. It is, too, o matter of aufficient impartante
to note that the lawyer, more perhapa than one engaged
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in any other ealling—certainly more than any class whose
life is not s0 exclusively devoted to subjects of thought—
discovers in o nasal tone and canting phrase neither clo-
quence aor sanctity ; but is sometimes deterred from the
regular attendance upon » ministry whose chiof recomw.
mendation consists in these very queationable altainments.
John Foister ling shown, howover, that this aversion is uot
exclusively confined to mobers of the bar; that intelli-
gent men of ail classes are sometimes driven from a de-
cant respect for the worship of Juhiovah because of the
ignorance of His worshippers. True, intelligent wen are
guilty of ill logie in this. They should reason that the
adoration of an Infinite God ought not to depend upon
the fecblo and imperfect devotions of wen confessully ig-
porant; but after all that ts sabd, that can be said upon
the point, even the wmost thoughtful are swayed wmore by
these external exhibitions of Christianity than by any
smount of abstract truth.  Let us peint such, however, to
the caredy of one who Legan a3 n contemuer of Jesus and
persecutor of the saints, who subscquently beeame a aeals
ous defender of the Gospel, amd whe with a force of lugic
alorost unparalleled, and elegueasce at once siwple aad im-
pressive, reasoncd with the men of Athens, causmd guiliy
Felix to tremble upon his throne, ond compelled from
Agrippa the surprising confession, * Almest thou persuad.
o8t te to be a Christian ;" o wan of faith and power, of
saergy of character, and sincority of purpose; with whom
the life of the Cheistian was a reality,—tv the apuatle of
the Gentiles.  Or, il & higher example be neaded, leb us
point them for imitation to the perfect life of Jesuy, the
son of Mary, as the model, and challenge at once their
- reapect and their love for his faniticss character,

Why, in tho nature of things, we again ask, way not
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tho lawyer be the sincere and devout Christian? We have
already shown that there is nothing essentially variant
botween the profession of Christianity and the practice of
tho law ; that so far from there being such variance, there
is a designed coincidence and harmony between them;
that the study of the sacred Secripturcs is enjoined upon
the young professional student as a fit proparation for the
solomn and responsible duties of the bar; and that while,
on tho one hand, there is no external circumstance attend.
ing the stady of the law, in itself considered, preventing
the prosccution of biblical and religions truth, on the other,
the mero stady and practice of tho law as a mental excr-
cise, calling for tho uso of the highest powers of the mind
in severo analysis, in the investigation and elimination of
principles, and in their practical application to human re-
Iations, will help and not hinder tho student of the law in
his study of the truths contained in the Werd of God, and
canso him to be more profited by the teachings of the Gos-
pel minister, following him with delight into ndir realms
of thought, and investing by his daily expericnce eren
trite themes with freshness and force.  We hare also shown,
that while Infidelity has reared its head among barristers,
it has dono tho samo no less boldly in other pursuitsin
life; and that there is nothing in the daily exercise of the
profession, oven in the defence of criminals justly found
guilty, to cause the Christian lawyer to swerve from the
pursait of right; why then, we ask, may not the lawyer
be sincere and devout as a Christian? Do hindrances be-
set him ?-—the like encompass tho goings of every man.
Do poculiar temptations try him ?——peculiar powers and
gifts to resist them are his. Docs the prevailing tone of
a bar, half-enlightened and with no Christian sentiment to
curd them, in any wise hinder his advancement in the
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Christian life 2—he would find tho same in all departments
of business, in overy employment. We seo then nothing
to detor the Christian from tho proper pursuit of the pro-
fession, and nothing to keep the lawyer from being a
Christian in devotion and life. DBut woe must not content
ourself with this merely negative argument in behalf of
Christianity. Independently of considerations which
might be profitably addressed to the bar, in comm:n with
otber classes, Christianity has its peculiar and positive
claims upon the barrister, of manifold and urgent charac-
ter, and demanding his carnest attention. )

The lawyer is a minister of justice. Ilis practical deal-
ings with men and with human motives are mainly design-
ed to farther this end. In tho prosecution, as in tho de-
fenco of causes, this is, it ought to bo his chicf, and only
purpose. And in forthering justice, he not only regulates
the motives and actions of men by human law, but applies
as well the sanctions of the divine law. 1le finds, as we
have alrezdy said, the most powerful motives farnished by
theso sanctions.

Will he wisely apply 10 tho conduct of others a test
which his own will not stand? Will he willingly measure
the motires of partics, and tho responsibility and credi-
bility of witnesses by their regard to moral duty, while he
himself disregards it? Will ko utter as decisively true,
and as not admitting of contradiction or doubt, that the
Infdel is unworthy of credit; and shall he be an Infidel
Aye more, will he vindicate the claims of human justice,
and demand tho enforcement of its penaltics, while he dis-
regards and disavows the claims of Divine justice? True,
wo havo secen such anomalics; but are such persons con-
sistent? Do they act wisely or well? Will they—can
they plead in extenuation of their conduct any plea which




146 CHRISTIANITY IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION.

would bo received by tho candid and intelligent? Wensk,
in all sincerity, what right have such men to prefer for
themselves the claim of wisdom and right-thinking? Ought
they not to bo covered with confusion, when these glaring
inconsistencics of conduct are brought to view ?

As a teacher of moral truth, then,—~an expounder of
the laws (which are but moral truths condensed) in their
applications to tho varying circumstances of life, wo call
upon the lawyer to bo a Christian. o will not say he
may not properly discharge some of tho offices of a law-
yer without being a Christian ; we will say he cannot prop-
erly dischargo all of them without it.  Weight of charae-
ter necessary for making due impression upon the minds
of men, for influencing aright courts as well as juries, in
soms measure may bo secured outside of the Christian
Chorch; but it will not be denied that the mere worldly-
minded barrister, tho frequenter of feasts and rovelry, the
champion of gambling-clubsand race-courses, is Jess likely
to secure confidence, and command respect in his vocation
than tho Christian. Ono not in the habit of attending
courts might be surprised at tho potency of moral charae-
ter—might stagger at the assertion that as much depends
upon the confidence of a judge or jury in the truthfulocss
of the advocate, as upon tho wmerits of his cause. To se-
cure our rights, to vindicato justice, it is not unfrequently
of paramount necessity that we should have ono espouse
our defenco who can secure confidence not only in hisabil-
ity, but also in his integrity; and who so likely to com-
mand respect and to ensuro success, as the Christian Jaw-
yer who, by a life of devotedness to the right, has won for
hiwself the confidence of the community? If then, asis
undoubtedly true, weight of character is an essential in-
gredient in the successful prosccution of the profession,




CHRISTIANITY IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION. 145

and if to enforce onc’s views of truth and to vindicate jus.

tice, ho ought in his own life to exemplify ita excellence,
may not tho lawyer carnestly covet, even for success in
his profession, the special gifts of the Christian ?

Again : the study and practice of the law, when associ-
ated with sincere Christian principle, afford oprortunitics
of almost unparalicled usefulnesa,

Second only, if second at all, is the vantage ground of
the advocate to that of the minister of the Guspel. The
intimato rolations subsisting between pastor and people
arc copies of those subsisting between the counsel and his
client. In some respects, the latter are more clasely inti-
mato and blended. A pastor experiences no little difficul-
ty in getting at his people; there seeins to be a something
(he cannot tell what) which hinders his full access to their
hearts, and the pious minister is stripped of the opportu-
pity to do much good which he would do if ho knew how
to make his peoplo unbosom themselves to him. Very
littlo of this embarrassinent attends the conferences be-
tween tho lawyer and his client. The merely perfunctory
in bis legal character is lost sight of by the applicant for
legal aid, in his anxicty to securo assistance; and all em-
barrassment is taken away. Tho man shows more of his
heart to tho lawyer than he would dare to do to his preach-
er. Ho unfolds with specific minutencss, and in detail,
his condition in life, it may be, or somo sad chapter in his
experience, needing a skilful and a faithful hand t2 bind
up the wounds. o knows—that is, he somctimes knows
that to protect his interests, ho must bo honcst; and he
tells the whole, as well the questionable and doubtful as
that abore suspicion and boyond doubt. How amplo then
the opportunity to direct to the right—by a suggestion of
the proper course of conduct to incline to it—by a word
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of counsel wisely given to save on® from ruin or from
shame. These aro not merely imaginary cases.  The his
tory of every sincere, conscientious, Christian lawyer, in
full practice, would disclose not a few such examples. We
know that this is not tho feature of the legal character
usually presented to the public ; but it is novertheless true,
and faithfully drawn ; and in nothing have cven wise and
gooid men rmoro orred, than in the harsh judgments they
have rashly and indiscriminately pronounced against the
bar. Lot tho truth bo told. - Professional gentlemen will
bo the last to deny that therearo tricksters and fraudulent
pottifoggers, who are with them but not of them, whs
would not hesitato to do a dishonest or scurvy thing, and
whoso opportunities for villainy being so great, have ac
complished an untold amount of evil ; and by how much
on tho ono hand theso are enabled to do more harm in the
superior advantages afforded them, by so much on tho
other ere the upright enabled, promptad by proper wo-
tives, to promote the good. In the single example of
peace-making—the quicting of family disturbances, where
clso thero had been feuds porhaps bitter and unrelenting,
what has not been—what may not be accomplished by
Christian lawyers? Whe can not call to mind one such
instance, in which such an one has interposed, and poured
0il over tho troubled waters, and caused a great caln?
Again: tho lawyer's peculiar talonts fit him for useful-
ness in the Christian Church. For the main advancement
of tho cause of Christianity in the earth, for its full pro-
gression and final success, thero aro many whote influcnce
is eompamhroly inefficiont. Their introduction into the
Church is a blessing to themsclves, and may, in some in-
stances, lead to tho blessing of othera; but their lives are
passed in obscurity, their tslents are not commanding,
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their influcnce is contracted. Not so with the Cliristian
lawyer. I he hos wisely selected his profession; if he
has not been thrust into it by injudicious and imprudent
considerations ; if he is adapted by naturl gills and am.
ple studies for its successful prosecution, his futroduction
into the Christinn Church will be a matter not merely of
personal concern and importanee to himeelf, but will prove
to be of cssential advantage to the body of which he be-
comes a member.  HHis talents will fit him for the discharge
of many of the offices, not strictly clerical; and by his
conversation-and exatple ho will win wany more of like
capacity with himsclf to the service of Christ. A budy of
suich men, animated by o sincerely hutnble and devoted
spirit, would wage no light warlave with the losts of sin;
and even when segregated and separated from each other,
their information, their talents and their capacities would
greatly promote the cuuse of Christianity. We have some-
times looked with no little admiration at a bar consisting
of many of the wise, the cloquent, the talented and the
encrgetic, in an inland city, and pictured in our imagina.
tion the good theso might accomplish, the harvest of true
famo they might reap, if they were all sincercly pious.
Alas! how fow have been proud to call themselves Chris. |
tians—how many of the fow hava been selfudeccived ; or
- bave perhaps witlingly and willingly worn the Christian
profession for the purpose of deceiving others. It is pro-
per, also, to remark that the winistry looks for some of its
recruits from the bar. We aro not of those who imagine
it to be the duty of cvery Christian lawyer to undertake
the office of preaching the Gospel. True; the gifis and
the acquirements which fit kim for the successful prosecu-
tion of his profession, will most probably adapt liim to the
palpit. But this is not universally true; and il 3t wers
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80, yob othor traits of character and capacitics than the
gift of merely speaking from the pulpit are demanded in
the Gospol preachier and pastor; and the lawyer may be
o Christian without having these. Desides, tho vocation
of the law demands as high Christian principle, and the
oxerciso of tho purest Christian character; and for the
sake of tho rest, it would bo unwise and iroprudent to with-
draw from the bar the entire Christian element, Sowme
professing Christianity ought to romain, that the influence
of their example upon those in the same calling way be
the moro felt ; as well as for the sake of thoso who shall
some after—-the young men in the profession, whosoe exaw.
plo and clhiaracter are to be dotermined largely by the pre-
vailing tono of character among their elder professional
brothren. . Yet, tho pulpit looks to the bar for recruits;
and many of the most distinguished and useful pulpit or.
ators have risen from that profession. Why may there
not bo among the twenty thousand practitioners of the law
in the Union, one-twentieth of them, or even a larger pro-
portion, who shali devote their time, their talents and their
fortuncs exclusively to the servico of Christ, in the proc.
lamation of tho Gospel?

But this is not all, nor indeed the chiefl service which
Christianity demands uf the legal profession. . Sho wishes
to Sl up her ranks of laymen with intelligent, thinking,
laborious men; she wishes counsellors in the churches, in
the prayer-meetings, in her more public congregations.
Sho wishes to point to * honorable counsellors,” not a few;
her adhicrents and supporters, in-the courts and in the of-
fices; men of uprightness and integrity ; men of moral
weight and justness of views; men of thought and men of
purpose. Sho wishes that examples of holy living may be
given ; and that the ministers of justice, strictly so called,
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may becomo themselves tho lovers of just dealing and just
doing. Sho wishes that in every vocation of life, in overy
employrsent and pursuit, her votaries may bo found ; aml
especinlly desires that the guardians of the law, the de.
fonders of human rights and the avengers of human
wrong, shall bo controlled and swayed by her sweet and
chastening influences—shall illustrate in their lives and
example, and teach by their langunage, that there is o law
higher than human authority, of sacred aml universal ob-
ligation, and that they honor themselves and honor hu-
manity by bowing to its commanty.

It will appear from what we havo said, that we desire
that barristers should do something more than make a
mercly oxternal profession of religion, We would have
the Christian barrister and counscllor excmplily, in his
life and by his words, the tru:h and the power of Chris-
tianity. His inner life wounld then disclose a high state of
spiritual earrestness and sincerity.  While enguged in the
activo pursuit of his profession, in vindieating by his clo.
quenco and wisdom the right, and holding up to just cen-
sare tho wrong, hie would find it not impossible to chorish
a sacred nearness to Jehovah, and (o preserve that inti
mato communion with Christ which aro the distinguish-
iog marks of tho active Christian, Such a lawyer might
writs upon his Jaw-books and legal opinions—upon lhis
legal conduct and logal life, HOLINESS UXTO THE LORD;
and in every act and word, in every public effort at the
bar, in every opinion given at chambers, in dissuasion from
strife, in exhortation to justico and charity, would utter
in no uncertain language, the sentiments, and exhibit the
lifo of the Christian. Some Christian lawyer once said— -
“that ho nover undertook a cause for the success of which
ho could not pray, and ke had nover lost a cause for which
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he had prayed."” Could the principle underlying this nc-
tion bo carried into universal practice, thore would be no
nosil for defences of the bar; the lifo of the Christion
basristor would bo its bost exposition and ablest defence ;
and the slandors so often recklessly and wantonly vttered
against this honorable and useful calling wounld rebound to

the damage of tho assailant,



