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The Preface.

\ IT FE AutMor of the Differsation, now offered
to the American Reader, 1s 2 Minifter of the

Cuurcu of Ewgland, ind no inconfiderable
Writer upon her cffential Doétrines : So great is the Force
ef s Arguments for the literal Senfe «{ her Artcles,
tha: few, if anv, have thought it prud:nt, under the
Charalter of Members of that Church. 0 appear pub-
Iickiv againft them. | .
"~ Tue preicnt Performance is interded to g've the
Reader an Idca of that Spirit of Liberty which aniirated
our Ferefathers in the Reformatior from Popery, and
to fhew how inconfitent the unmamiable Temper of 2
Biget is with true, primitive Proteftactifim: And here
Mr. Szacrave {not deterr'd by an Apprehicnfion of e
Odium which undifcerning Zcalots may conceive Im
themfelves, or may endeavour to raife in others againft
him! has aileried, with great Strength of Argument, the
iight which every Chnittian has to confider the Merit of
the feveral Partics, into which Chritendom is deplorably
divided, and t join with that he moit approves; and
there to declare againit any Part of the Difcipline which
he conceivgs to afteét the Literty of a Member ; fo that
he became not refraitory and creats a neediefs Diftur-
bance in the Society ; but propefes the Reaions of his
Diffatisfaction in a caadid Manner, when he cannot, with-
out Reproach of Confcience, be fileat; which we fhould
chanitzbly hope was the Cafe of the Author, when he
endertook a Work, which muft in itfelf be ungrateful
to a Man who regards ‘hic own Eafe.

Tne Editor of this Impreffion is wel! perfuaded that the
Author wil! not be offended at his faying, that it were ta
be with'd he had confider'd ourCommon- Prayer-Beok, asan
unscu-bable Plant, (p. 16.) or had been more particular in
his Objections to it. 'Tis true, he allows, what no un-
prejudiced Mind ever denied, that  there are feveral
¢ good Thkings in this Compofition.” But had he S:r-
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The . Preface.

ther a‘ﬂow “ that" therer are wery many excell.nt
Things in lt equal to which nothing can be found in
any other Compoﬁtxon the PaFes which cannot mifgaide
s cxccpted)” Be had becn able to bear himfelf out; by
reciting fome of the moft becoming Forms of Addrefs
to a Supreme Being that the moft devout Spirit or clear-
eit Underftanding cou’d have devis'd or conceiv'd ;- and
then” it might have been acknowledged (perhap.,; that
fome few Things in our LITursy (tho’ not in tae daily
Service) difcover that the Compilers, tho’ excellent
Men, wefe not abfolatcly free from all Remains of
Superl’dhdn, or, at leaft, the Appearances of it.

e any into whofe Hands this Eff fay may come, are
under Shackles and Bondage to a Party, or in Dangcr of
being 16; ’tis hoped they will, before they come to the
laft Pagc be convinced that all true Keligten i1s &nd  muit
be free. The Spirit which confines it to a Se&t or
Party, is certainly deftru@tive of it: For where Charity
is not, Rclxgxon caNsoT be, bat the S;miof Erior,

_'ﬁbn iv. 6.

I suary clofe this Preface by pro"efﬁng that, tho’ I
am a Membet of the Church of England, (not fuch by
Education only, bat from a Senfe of the Excellency of
her Dotrinies and Form of daily Worfhip) yet I defire
to have no Reverence for external Compuifive Sanétions
in religious Mztrers, till I-am convinc’d that outward
Props and Butirefies ~.re an Evidence of the Strength of 2
Building, and thall always aftert, (as it becomes 8 Pean-
Jylvenian biefs’d with Liberty of Confcience, thro’ the
\fodom of the Founder of our Province,) #¢ thatGop
“ alone 1s trudy and abfolutily «wife; that a Chriftian
¢ may be wife for kimfelf, but .fhould never take ugon
“¢ him to be wife for others; to Lord it over another Man’s
“ Condcience; to circum{cribe another’s Opinions by his
‘¢ own, or to fupprefs them by the fecular Arm, becaufe
* different from his Manner of Thinking : And that an
¢ Affe@ation to diftate, and deny to othcrs the Liberty
“ ourfelves thould be apt to plead for, ic one of the
s greateft Vanities, as wel} as Evils, that attends the
é¢ Stage of the World.” - THk
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255538 Gmer?.l Regard to the Richts of
TERL TS Mankind, and particularly thofe of
Gy A ER the Proteant Intereft, has induc’d me
B3k §3 3 0 atterpta Diilcrtation, in order to
PIFTEY Ariicle of the greateft Confequence.
So fine a Flower in the Garden of human Society
requires to have the ftriteft Watch kept about it; and
if the Weeds have any Way invaded it, it merits to
be difentangled from them, and io be fet in the moft
open Light.

If LiserTy is the Right of all Men, what fhould
difcourage its being underftood by all? What fhould
hinder its being cultivated by all, and afferted in its fal/
Extent ? This will ever prove the beft Defence againft
Popery. To prevent the Return of Popery into a Pro-
teftant Nation, it is not fufficient to rely on the Influence
of private Intereft, or Property, becauie the Bulk of a-
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Ration has but Lttle Property. - In our late Seafon of
publick Danger, it was ot the Landed-Intereft, or
Stock-Interel, or any that may be called a partial Inter-
o, "but the Spirit of Liberty and Affetion, whick, un-
der Providence, principally carried the Point. With
the fame View is offered this prefent Effay.

Every wife Man efteems Libersy his beft Poffeffion ;
he values it as his Birthright ; aud does not forget that
*tis alfo the Birthnght of others. He knows it, becaufe
he feels it the chief Ingredient of his Happinefs. It s
a Circumftance in Society, juft as neceflary and ufeful in
the moral World, as Airin the elemental, to give Life,
Motion and Vigour to the Whale. The Hindrances
and Preventions of Liberty in the World are Feer, k-
dolence axd Sxperflitien, its Encmics Ambition and Self.
In the mean Time, it is doubtful who arc mof to be
blam'd, the Ambitious, or the Iadolent.

In Proportion as Mankind poffeis thi; Circumftance,
this Air, pure and free, or denfc and obftru®ed, their
Communities are more or lefs agreeable. Some Com-
munities, 'Os true. make a Shift with a fmall Share of it;
but it s either becaufe they know no better, or have
not a Capacitv of procuring more. There is ane Article
in the World, I mean Religion, which cannot fubfift
without Liberty, not only tolerably, but in no Senfe at
all. Somewbat often pafies far Religion with feveral,
the Effeft of Authonity and Cuftom ; yet is term’d fuch
umproperly, nothing being properly Religion, except
what a Man knows for himfelf, believes for humielf,

aud his Eyes behold, and not ancther.  Belisf; Kaow-
ledpe,
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kedge, Yrdgment, are Thiags not transferable; they
st kool acquir'd, they muft be diftintly received,
thoagh )ofibly through Affiftance of nthers, before I
can coi} Ssem sy Belief, my Knowledge, wy fudgment.
For [attance : A Nember of Perfons are taking the Ser.
vry of fone cminent City, at a Diftance from the Sub-
urbs ; 2s a Countryman or Stranger I join myfelf to
them : How agreeably, fay they, one fees the great
City from this Spot : Behold, Countryman, how con-
fpicuous the Tower; fee therc the Shipping; 2 majeftic
Dome rifes in the Midft of the Metropelis, its Summit
in the Clouds; what a Variety of attendant Spires,
with each its particular Denomination ; 2 Range of in-
numerable Buildings carries you far te the Weft; the
Whole terminated with an illuftrious Abbey? Now this
may be a real Profpe@, and the feveral Obje&s fuffici-
ently known to Perfoas converfant in the Place; but my
Friends muft excufe me, if, confidered as a Stranger, [
cannot take them in fo readily as they can run them
over : Time to diffinguith is requifite for me : The Ob-
jetts muft be plain to me, as well as to my Guides, before
I can affert them ; becaufe I do not find that I can feg
with another’s Eye. He that does net fee for himfelf
does not fec at all.

Again, I may happen to fall amongft Perfons whe
enly preterd ta Sights ; who have feen ncthing them-
fclves, nor have any Thing to fhew, but would make a
Property of me for their Maintenance. In fuch poffible
Circumftances, what doth it concern me to do ? Surely
to ufc the greateft Caution againft being impofed upon,
or to fhun and abandon ag Impofidon as foon as I dif-
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pern it; left-I give away my Time and Money for no.
thing, or for that which is worle than nothing ; after
the Manner of the Dxtch Peafants, who, as Erafmus re-
Iates it, were made te believe at Noon-Day, by the In-

nity of two or three Juglers, that they faw in the
g;!; a red Dragen ; whilft the Monfter had no Exiftence,
except in the Artift’s Aflurance, and their deluded Ima-
gination. Let the Reader take Care pot to be found in
the Number of them, who, in the Ncon-day of Learn-
ing and Kaowledge, continue to {ee 2 Dragon.

It is obfervable, Mankind may truft the making of

1 .aws, and, in fome Refpedt, their Civil Liberties, though
not their Senfes, in the Hands of others. Nor can it be
avoided, becaufe Society, as fuch, hath great Reference
to outward and temporal Aruci=s. We may commir
eur Property, or Goods, to the Difcretion and Difpofal
of a Reprefertative ; but we sre incapable of havicg a
‘Truftee in the Article of Religion. Some Perfons feem
20 think it as lawful to make Creeds for others as 44
‘of Parliament ; and perhaps would form as many, might
they be permitted. Surcly thefe Zealots have not well
weighed the Attempt, but have been drawn forward by
Precedents, and by a little fecret Pride in Nature, A
confiderate Perfon would not take upon him another's
Conicience, if he might; and a Man honeft to himfelf
cannot give it up. He that thinks of fubmitting his
Ulnderftanding to another, deceives both himfclf and the
Perfon he would compliment ; he cannot though he
would. Many, indeed, flatter themfeives, that through
the Autho:ity of a Church, or by the fuperior Wifdom
and Guidance of the Learned, they have believed mucl}:,
Wil0
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whe, perhaps, upon a finé Inquiry, would not be fonnd
to have belicved any Thing. T» beiieve with the Church
is frequently no Belief at 2ll. In this Cafe the Under.
{tanding hath taken no Pains. Perlons have ro /fdeas ;
they have repeated Words after cthers, with Zz#le or ze
ak .wing in them.

* Again, If the Underftanding cannot be enlighter'd by
mere Authority, nor a fingle Coafcicnce be {in Propriety
of Speech) prefcribed te, how vain muft bs the Auempt
to prefcrive, in Points of Religion, to a whele Nation
at once! Low unjuit to fubje® to Pains and Penalties,
ard even caft out of the Chr:ian Pale, all who diffent
from an eftablifhed Opinion! Men, who mfift upon a»
Efa%liff ment, and bind 1t by coercive Means, are troubled
with a fhort Memory. They protefted formerly againft
human Power, in the Perfon of the Pope, and now are
plezding forit. Difputing with the Remaniffs, they fland
up for the Scriptures, and Right of private Judgment ;
but to ti:cir Foitow-Proteftants, are continually crying up
the high and facred Office of the Clergy, meaning always
their own Clergy; the Illiteracy of the common Pecple,
and utter Incapacity to underftand the Scriptures, Chuich.
Order, Peace of the State, Regularity, and various Ar-
guments, which, in the Hands of the Romarif:, they
eteem’'d of no Weight: So that they undermine the
Rights they us’d to affert, and talk of Liberty, but niean
it only for themfelves and their own Party. We have
Protcflants, it is to be fear’d, too confin’d and narrow, of
moft Denominations ; fuch will embrace you, if vou agree
with them in every Point; but the leaft Variation {taggess
all their Friendfhip; prefently they are difgufted with
you, you are an Heathen Man, and a Publican.

An
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AnEwvil of this Kind fometimes attends Coaverfation,
on Subjefis not relizious. Moft Men are apter to give,
than to fuffer, Contradittion. Per<idie, though a Per-
fon of many good Qualities, being engaged in a Debate,
15 difpleafed if you differ from his Sentiments : He does
not confider, that, if you oppofe his Sentiments, he op-
pofes yours. Fer<idio's Paffions sife to fuch a Degree,
that it becomes mconvenient to fit near him. And
wiience arifes all this Refentment and Daifcontent ? Only
becaufe his Friend, or the Company, do not agrec to
{zt hum up for a Pope. Thorough Politenefs confiders
what 1s due te others, as well as what is claim’d to one's
foif ; whilft the Man, whe is ss¢ a Proteftant, cannot
have trae Alanners.

But to return from this Digreflion, if it be 2 Digreflion.

It is obfervabie, before the Reformation our Do&ors,
and Advocates againft Rome, bottom’d themfelves upon
Liberty; they pleaded for private Judgment, and fole
Authority of Scripture ; that is to fay, that every Man,
as well common Man as Ecclefiaftic, hath a Right to
read and underfland the Scripture for himfelf; I fay,
for himfelf, otherwife the Concefion hath ne Meaning
mit, but is an errant Mockery. But it feems, when the
pretended Sceceflor of Saint Peter was thrown out of the
Saddic, others were flarding ready to get in. Poflibly
thcy were perfeadcd better Things of themfelves.
Though the Paliax had a&ted erroicoufly, and wickedly,
vet would rot they. That is, the Pope with kLis Infaili-
bility ought not to be trufted ; yet fallible Men (efpeci-
ally in Great-Britain ) might. So Rime and Cenfantinople
contended antiently about the Tidle of Univerfal
ard Ecumerical Bithop, which in Truth belonged

o
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to neither. Rome protefted aganft Cozflaxtincpl,
when the Grecam Batnaich follicited the Supremacy,
and declared, that whofoever fho: 1 accept that Title,
waould be the Forerunner of daiickripr ; vet by-and-by ihe
accepted it herfelf. When Power fmrh prcfent; xtfejf
and licks the Hand of human Nature, it is no cafy
Matter to refufe it. This czils for the greater Care and
Watchfulnefs in the Guardians of Liberty, to keep the
Enemy at Arms-length. He that gives Way to ths
leaft Power, properly fo cail’d, in Matters of Religior,
in Effe® gives Way to it all. There 1s no bemng an
Half Proteftant. No Evilis changed by a Change of
Hands : Where the Evil ideif is humaa Authonty, 1t
waits an . Wute Remeval. An Efabiifpment in Reiigi-
on, sther than the Scriptures, befides that 1t hath ne
Warrant, never anfwered a good Purpofe, bat is fure to
have bad Effe@®s. Under Colour of attempting Unifor-
mity in Opinions, which Mea can no fooner producs
than they can an Uniformity of Faces, they generaliy
mean the Exaltation of Seif ; that 15, that their own
Opinion, no: properly becaufe in Scripture, but becaufe
their own, (hall have the Preeminence. Pofibly they
mean well, (for I would allow to the utmoft) bat infea-
fibly they thruft themfelves into the Place of the Deity,
and their Efabdithment ever did, and ever will, take
the Place of the Scripiares. Every Man and every Party
profefs indeed to found ther Scheme on the Scriptures 3
but, whether it be there or no, it is no fooner eftablithed
than it becomes as efteitual ss the Scripture, and as much
regarded by the timorcus Rulk of Mankind. On this
Occafion, it makes a meze Compliment o the Scriptures,
It profefies to reil and depend upon them, but yer fteals
their Influcnce, and cloathe itfelf with their Authority,

"Tis
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*T'is {o ready at hand, Mer trouble themfelves to go no
farther. Hence fprings amongft them, and increafes,
Formality, Ignorance, Irreligion, and a Readinefs to
return to Popery, by the firft Temptation that may rife
in their Way. Religion of Man’s making is always fhal-
low, and very uncertain.

it is remarkable, that no foreign Proteftant Churches
fat down at the Reformation in the manner of the Church
of England. Neither do we read of a national Church
at all in the New Teftament. We read of Churches
in the plural Number, the Churches of Fudea, the
Churckes of Galatia, the feven Churches in Afa, or
the Church of fome particular City; but nothing
occurs under the Style of national or provincial.
This gives us a proper Idea of the Chriftian Community
throughout the World. Every Congregation is a Church
independent of others, and the Whole taken collectively
makes ¢4, Church, fo far as it is vifible. Again, accor-
ding to Chriftian Liberty, every Member in a Congrega-
tion is sndepend:nt of another in that Congregation ;
the meaneft Man or Woman as free as the greateft.
Not that fuch Liberty authorizes 2 Mcmber to difagree
with Minifter or Peop.e, through a Spirit of Levity and
Wantonnefs ; this would be crniminal. Rather a Man of
Confcience and Virtue would agree in every Point, if
poflible, for Peace and Order’s fake. Neverthelefs, a
Freedom muft be aferted and maintained, if Perfons
would be confiffent Proteftants and rational Chriftians.

et us obferve what our Bibles hold forth on Subjetts

of this kind. The Author of Chriftianity has thought
fit to exprefs and declare himfelf in thefe Terms. M
Kingdon
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Kingdom is not of this World. That 15, the Church of
Yefus hath no Reference to worldly Advantages, nor
ftands in worldly Supports. It is a Kingdom in the
Confcience, where none hath a Right to be, nor can
be King, but Cbri# himfelf. Its Weapon: or Supports
are not carmal, but fpiritual. It depends not upon co-
ercive Power, like Civil Government: nor upon Pomp
and Grandeur ; nor yet upon Emoluments and Profits to
its Followers. Rather it ftands in the Reverfe of thefe,
Self-denial 1s written upon the Threthold, but many
feem to have overlooked it, at their Coming in. A-
gain, Tbe Kings of the Gentiles exercife LordfZiy ower
them, and thzy that exercife Authority upsn them cre
called Benefallors. But ye fhall not be fo; but be that
is greateft among you, let bim be as the younger, and be
shat is chief as be that doth ferve. Perfons of common
Underftanding think nothing .an. be plairer than this
Paffage againft prelatic Power and Tite. Yet Eccle-
fiaflics, bavmg the Benefit of an unrcommon Genius,
thun the Force of the Text, and evade all its Prohibiti-
on, by a Leaf out of the Pope’s Book ; who, with all
his magnificent Titles, ftyles him{:!f alfo the Servant of
Servants ; but in the latter Part he is without any Mean-"
ing. The Sons of Zededee indeed underftood our Savi-
our very erroncoufly, and difcovered a contrary Mind
and Difpofition, when they defired to it one on his
right Hand, and the other on his left, in his Kingdom.
Some Apology may be made for them. At that Time
they were Perfons of {mall Experience ; they were young
Difciples. But it is not fo exfy to apologize for Perfons
advanced in Years, and Fathers in Chriftianity, that they
thould be of the fame Mind.

B The
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Tke Apoflle Paxl, I apprehend, knew perfefily well
the N2ture and Principles of the Chriftian Religion.
Paxl alierts not only his ewn Freedom frem ail Mex,
bat acknowiedges and avows, relatively both to himfelf
and cvery other Mmifter, precifely thus, Net rhat <
bave Deminion o<er your Faith, but are Helpers of yous
Jo. Ths, &9 Doubt, is the proper Character of =
virtucus and moceft Minifter. He that aflumes more
has pd> Warrant for it from the Scriptores, whatfoever
Warrant he may have made out for himfelf, or others
may have been weak encugh to give him. The Text
aforegoing aprears {o determinate and particular, that I
have fometimes wondered the Advocates for human
EftabLthments have not endearoured to find out by
Cntcfm, that furely there muft he a Miftake in it
Nor that we bave Dsmimion ! Methinks it cannot be
a right Reading. Hath not the Paricle as becn an
Inierpolation, and flipped into the Original, through the
Inadvertency of the Tranfcriber ? Thefe Tranfcribers
arc heedlefs Men. Or was not the Tranfcriber fome
Jecret and wicked Herztic, who has done this Thing
from Malice prepenfe againft the whole Hierarchical

Syftem ?

No Doubt Helps in the Church may and oanght to
bec admitted ; and, as oiher Texts intimate, we arc to
sbcy them <cbo bove the Rule ever us; that is, fo far
as they obey the Word of God. No Man can rational-
ly interpret fuch a Paffage to any farther Latitede. And
the Elder or Minifter, who /aboxrs in Word and Doc-
trine, is worthy of &uxble Homonr ; is worthy to be re-
fictied and cficemed propertionably to the Labour he

takes
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takes in his Office. Others who creep in with a View
to Maintenance and Promotion, who are s, and
fhew Sights in the Air, are juftly void of ary fuch
Title.

There are Minifters in the World, fome of God’s, and
fome of Man’s making only. A Proteftant thould learn
to diftinguifk them, and know them one from another.
Till he does this, he fuffers many Inconveniences. The
Minifter who 1s of Man’s making only isa Pricf, be
he of the efablifped Party, or of any other. There are
Priefts of all Parties. Whaifoever Variety attends their
refpe&tive Habits and Apr<arance, the Humour and
Genius of them is one and the fame. ’Tis equally a
Truth, wherever a wirtucxs and msdef Minifter is met
with, he is worthy of Refpet, be hi, Party what it may.

So far we are come delineating the Charafter of a
true Proteftant ; his Right of private Judgment ; Ufe
of it; his Temper; and, if I mavfo exprefsit, Ma-
nagement of himfelf, with Re{peét to Partes. |

Let us now enquire whether Time and Experience does
not confirra the Juftnefs of fuch a Charadter.

Let a2 moderate Survey be taken of Fats. What
End have religious Eftablithments, whether of Men or
Things, anfwered ? What have they produced ? An
Uniformity indeed, bat, with the lower Clafles of Man-
kind, generally an Uniformity of Ignorance. As tothe
upper Claffes, Perfons of Education and Power are ‘ne-
ver much controuled by tne Eftablihment, and the

B2 Clergy
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Clergy themielves are rot backward to evade it, in
mai:y Reipotis, for thenuelves, howfoerer they would
bird it upen others. 'Tis well krown by thuie ®hs
have mace Obiervation and Erquiry, that very much
Alkeratien hach arilen in the Church of Fxgl »d, fince
its firit Santtion, both 1a Diaphne and Dodirnine, efpe-
cialiy 1 the later.

If the prefent Generution think that they are ftand-
ing vron the eftablithed Doctrines, they are greauy
miftaken.  Since the Time of Avchbithop Lead, waofe
Influence was unhappily fo greatir the Rewgr: of Céarldes
the Firft, the Clergy Lave introduced mto the Pulpir a
rew Scheme of Prgau;x:g; a imee! moral Scheme,
contrary to tie Senic of the Church-Artacs, or the
Teuets of forcign Protweilants, and our own Reformers.
Not that I oppe:c the ClerZy s Right of clarging their
Opinion, {if ther kave any ' nor “we-ld zbriage them
more than others; yet cannot &clp thnking, that they
make full iight of a folerxn Subicrintion, and are me:
wont to be fo unfteady in other Poinx. ‘rkere are
Maxims 2nd Articies ¢f 2 temporal Nature, where they
are fteady erougin. HKore they'are or ase Mird, and of
ore judgment.

I mult acknowledge my own Opiuion is fcr the /4
Diwinitv ; becauie modern Preaching does not appear to
me fubftantial erough to influence the Mizds of Man-
kind. They have not in Fa&t besen reformed by it.
Vice is too mighty for 1. Poflibly ta our new Divi-
pity may be owing, in fome meaiure, that Diffolution
of Maaners and formidabic Abfence of Integrity, which

hath
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Bath been creeping upon the Nation feveral Years,
threatening Ruin to the State.  But I refer this to the
Reader, ad (with Decference) to our Statefmer, to
judze as they cotceive convenicnt.

Let us yo on to the Cafc of the Cimses, another Part
of our Ecilefiafticai Establifhment. W hat does Tinc and
Experience fhew us about theie ¥ Are they ufed to auy
gocd Porpete, or ever likeiv {o to be vizd ? They have
follcned obfaleze Satuies ; or zre like a Rod, which
fome Nurfe hides over the Chumre.. il it is covesad
with Duf. A Red fhe rever bangs out agamnft a fa-
cournite Child; it s produced, if atall, aganft a Sort of
QCuacalts. * The C.xszs ave fuppofcd to be Rules of
Government saod Lifciplice, bat it 15 only faprofcd.
Whem do they conclude, except the powerlefs and .

sodert ! Porhaps it will be replied, the Age of the
\World is uniavo.vable to Church-Power : The Haris
cf the Clerey are tied up.  Pcdbly fo, in fome Mca-
itre ; becauie tier Hands wers apt to be loofe againit
wrong Perfons.  Yet Times ard Scafons cannot, 1
fhould thi:k, hirder tac Clergy from being regular and
o-deily themielves. They inight conform to Ruie in
their ewn Condus:. Could they do mno more, they
rught fet a geod Exampic. It is Matter of Stumbling
tc the Laty, when they hear and diicern amongft them
fo much Now-Refkmer, Plaralitics and Dijpenfations.
Are they necefiitated to thefe Things? Decs the Infi-
delity or Unfavourablere(s of th:¢ Times they complain
of keep a Prelate from his Diocele, or a Minifter from
refiding with his Flock? Thefe Complaints fhould in-
dace them, one would thik, to be more tniétly refident,
to
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to prevent Infetion; more watchful and laborious
than ordinary, if the Benefit of the Sheep be their prin-
cipal Obje&. Is there fuch a Deficiency in the Number
" Miuifters now-a-days, that many are obliged to be
Pluralifts?  Are they the worthieft of the Crder always,
who poflefs threz or four Preferments ; or they the un-
worthieft, who go without any, and perhaps have Fami-
ites that fuffer great Inconveniencies though Straitnefs
of Circumftance! Fafts are ftubborn Things; if the
Brethren opprefs one another, what will not the Laity
infer ? No Precept can fpeak {o loud as Example. It
is in vain to crv eut againt Infdility and D.ifin; it re-
quires no great Sagacity to difcern from what Quarter
Infidelity takes Enccuicgement, if not its Beginning.

"The Affair of Difperfations witneffes that Ecclefiaftical
Perfons do not chufe to be confined and abridged, when
2 Connivance and Indulgence can be had. Not many
deny themfelves, or are reftrained, by Confcience of the
Eftablihment. I know but one Canox fecure from all
Infringement, and that is the 72d, latter Part, which
prohibits their cafling oxt any Devil, or Dewils, avitbeat
Licence of the Ordinary. 1 apprehend the Matter here
to be pretty fafe, perhaps equally without a Lieence,
and with one. -

Difpenfations evidently fhew, that the Clergy do not
efteem the Eftablithment facred in it: own Natare. Ifit
be fit to excufe a Son, or a Nephew, or a Favourite
from ftri& Obfervances, I thould be apt to argue, it
would be as fit to excufe others. And farther, if the

Clergy in general feel litile Coercion by the Cawons,
I

-
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I fhould be apt to argue, it was an annatural Coercion
from the Beginning, fuch as no Man could, in every
Refpe, abide by ; fuch which the Laity have the fame
Juftice to be exempted from, if there be any, with the
Clergy themfelves. Why muft the Laity be put under
Saws and Harrows, and left to faftain Burdens, which
others will not touch with one of their Fingers? Why
muft the Laity ftand a!l the Fire of Church Artillery by
themfelves ? The Equity of Things does not juftify
fuch a Meafure.

The Yurifdi@ion of the Canons, whom does it punifh
or affe@®? Not the Clergy, nor yet Perfons of Rank
and Figure amongft the Laity., When this Spider’s
Web catches a weak Sinner, he isheld, he is entangled,
and not extricated whilt a Drop of Blood remains in
his Body. The helplefs Fly lefes its Life in the Web,
whilft the Bird of Force bruthes it away with his Wings.
NoDoubt fuch Inequalities ought not to be. ‘The jurif-
dition either over-a&s itfelf, or under-a&s ufelf. Or
rather the Foundation of it is fcarcely warrantable. It
is a Species of Law that might be fpared. The Wea-
pons of the Church ought in ro Cafe to be other than
fpiritual. Whatfoever is more than this, I mean pecuniary
and corporal, whether execated or not executed, is erro-
neous, and hath no Foundation either in Scripture or
Reafon. It is a Relic of that ambitious Church, or ra-
ther Court, of Rome, where the Pope, who fitteth upon
feven Hills, has two Swords carried before him, a fpiritual
and a temporal one alfo; by a grofs and mean Conftruc.
tion of that Paffage in Scripture, Here are tawo Swords.
If any other Church will not be prevailed upon ta pue

up
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up her temporal Sword iato the Scabbard, it is Time for
the State tG puat 1t uwp for her. The Time will come
when Kings ihal! hate the Whore, and whaifoever ap-

ins to her, wherever i. 1s found, be {cattered away.
Truth will prevail, Truth is the Daughter of Time,
and though the Mother 15 long in Travail, the certamnly
brings forth at lat.

With relation to the Bos2 or Farw of Coxemen Prayer;
{by the way a Kiud of untouchable Plant.] It may be
allowed there are feveral good Things in this Compofiu-
on; nor fhall I cnucze upon fuch Parts of i, which
fome cftcem otherwifc. Yet there is one Objzfiion to 1t:
it isa wonderful Thing that Minifter and People thould
every Day in the Year, and for feveral Years current,
feel juft the fame Haxts, and hav. juft the jame Mercies
te be thankful for. Maay Perfons, I do not fay all,
fcarcely confider what they aflent 2nd fay Amen to.
The Affair is 2 Form indeed watk fuch. It 1s a Kind of
Tafk, they are glad when it isover. But one can by no
Means aftrm its Acceptance with the Supreme Being. It
s too much like the Opas Operatam amongft the Romux
Caticlics, where the People deperd upon the Woik
done, no Matter how, and perhaps bring the Deity
into Debt to them, for their muerable Performances

In Piices where Divine Service is read, and the Mini-
fter afterwards delivers a Compofiticn, which ke holds
befere him in Writing, though pofibly Le may bec a
Man of I earming, a foreign Critic would Le apt to fay,
I {ce notling recuifite here, m:-e than to wrzre and
read. Here is Sulpicion given citger of tue Mimfter's

Locayacy
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Ifcapacity er Indolence. Such Performances do not
firike the Mind; there is too much the Appearance of
Form ; a Flatmels fits upon the Audience, and {in
fome Places) “us with Dificulty they refrain from a
found Sleep.

Let us fiand up and take a2 View of the Manner of
Sforcige Protefiant Churches.  But perhaps fome will
obje& aforchand to this Kind of Argurment, by immind-
ing me that we ave wifer i Exgland, than 2ll Foreigners
whatfoever. Rc it fo; the wifer the hetter ; but let us
rot be fuch Monopolizers, as not t5 allow F greigners
fome fmaii Share.. In the firft Place, the Cuftom of
reading Sermons is unknown abroad; neithet is there 2
Book of Common-Prayer {if I am not mifinformed) in
any Proteftant State in Ewrspe:  They fet forth in
moft Countries a Dire&ery, a DireQory in general con-
cerning the Heads of Prayer and Dorine, but confine
not. They expe® a Gift and Ability in a Minitter, (if
he has net a Gift, how is he a Minifter ? ) apt to mani-
feft itfelf by {omething freth and affeting, every Time
an Audience mcets. Such is the Infitution and Cuftom
in SwissERLAND, GerMaxy, Horraxs, Dexmazx
and SwepeN. This upholds religious Liberty, renders
Minifters aircum{pe and laborious in their Office, and
preferves a nationai State from all ecclefiaftical Iacroack-

meat.  With the above Countries the Scriptures are the
Eftablithment ; they have no other.

In Greai-b-itzin we have another; sz farthe: Ffta-
blifthment, made conclsfve and determinate, for Ceremo-
nes, Opinions and Prayer, even to a Tittle, by Law.

C If
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If the Arguments i the aforegoing Effay are juft, fuch an
Eftablithinent is nat fo thoroughly Proieftant as might
be withed ; cfpecially unlefs alleviated by remedial Laws.
It fuperfedes the Scriptures in the Minds of the Gene-
rality, and from an Auuhary becomes the Principal ;
the Virtue and Religion it produces, turn out according-
ly vain, fhallow and uncertzin, and either Superftition
or Profanenefs will always be apt to overflow a People,
who arc in fuch a Situation. Whea Mankind have
tried 2ll the Schcmes in their Power, they will find the
Scriptures the only proper Authont) for, and Source
of, Religion. Ther: is no compelling Men to be virtu-
ous, or fetting them a Form to be religious by ; alf
real Rchg on muﬁ be Sfree.

I would afk a Perfon, who is uncommonly zealous
for the Efiablifpment, fince you refolve to have it, how
do you juftify your not obferving it in every Point?
Orne Part bears the fame Autherity (if any) with an-
other. Haft thou appealcd unto this Cz/ar 7 Unto
Cezfar fhalt thou go. Who is there, who hath obferved
prcrxfely the Rules and Orders which precede the Com-
mon Pra) er; perhaps who is there that hath read them ?
Whao is there who keeps the forty Days of Leat, ab%ain-
ing from Fleth alfo every Friday (for fo it is ordered)
throughout the Year? Should it be alledg’d, that an
Cbfervation of thefe Articles is no: now expetted ; or
perhaps never’ was piadticable to the mechanic and la-
borious Part of a Nation; this only tends to confim my
Argument ; namely, fhews the Vanity of fuch Appoint-
men:s. Indeed, fappofing Men ever fo capable of obe

{grving thcfc Extcrr..ls, fhili it will be a Truth, that 3
fingle
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fingle moral and virtuous Acior, one AE: of j.xﬁi:e 6:-
Chanty in Life, 1s worth ten Thoufand of them.

Our Lord hath but exe Church throughout the Earth.
Herein, I think, the Remaxi#s maintain a Trath. Itis
alfo a Catholic Church ; it never ftands 1d Externals,
or in 2 Name, or Party. Chritians colle@ively, - of
whatever Name or Party, who believe in the Son of Ged,
and thew forth Merality in Life, are Mcmbers of this
Church. Go where they will, or hewf{oacver they nay
be diftinguithed, thev are all of ozs Chausch, and, in
eitet, of one Communion. Agreeably to this Pro-
teftant Maxim, when Grotius was afked on his Dexzth-
bed, what Communien he fhould die in, that learn-
ed Perfon thoeght it fufficient to anfwer, that he fhould
dic in the Church of Cérif.

Mankind arc under an Error wio think that Arriciriff
hath no Place but at Rsme. He is capitally there, but
not univerfally. All who conﬁnc Truth to their cwn
Church, or reftram Liberty to ther own Party, cherith
in their Mirds the fame Spirit, though they may not
difcern it.  Ansichriff is bom in every Country, and in
every Man, and nothing Mat a thorough Degre“ of
right Reafon cafts it out. It is the Care of States, and
the Honour of wife States, to gaard againft the Evil,
and to preferve their Communities from it us far as they
can; and every honeft Marn, who loves Juftice and
Mercy, fets his Face againit 1t, o the uttcxmoﬁ of his

Ability.

Of all arbitrary Power the fpiritusl hath kept iis
C:2 Grouad
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Groend ls.::;;:ﬁ, and will itrive hard to be the lait that
" thall quit the Freld. Someiimes, indeed, it may feem to
ciappezr, and content el without Exertion ; and weil
¥ may, when 1s Hards are ttd vp. But mm fusa a
Cait, who knews is Meditavions 2 "Tis yet an Enemy
n Annbud, o8 Lke 2 DNire {mothered under the Afhes,
10 revive 5y the fint favourabie Breath that fisll blow
upon it. Periaps fome may reafon aganit the Precau-
‘tion here wrzed, by tsking Notice that the prefert Age
1s favoured with a Set of Ecciefafics, el 'pecnl*} amongit
the Prelate:, wio are Pesions of duiliaguithed Temper
and Moderstion. Beit{o. Then let us keep them fa;
the beft of Men are Men fili. There &5 no Certunty in
human Refolutions ; Power and Opportunmty make fur-
P.':nn« Alteratians : And I ake it to be a Proteftant

Mixim, foundsd on Expenence, never to truft either
one AMan, or any Set of Men, wath a Grain of Power
beyom. what 15 weceflary. For why? this would be
tappting our Fricuds, downg them a Dikindnefs, and
niqu.ng 2 Natoa’s Happinefs without a Caufe. Again,
Go Mcn hive for ever? Who cn foretel the Difpohi-
tion of the next Age ? I muit obferve, *us rot a ataral
Caj: 20 ice Ecclefiafiics favourable to religious Liberty,
the Poilure we now poflefs, or rather fome imagine we pof-
fefs, 1s not 10 be expeed as a Conftancy, is not to be de-
pendad vpon. Should Time, of Temptation, pmd.xcea
Dmcreucc Preteuce for Perfecution will never be wanting ;
nor a Colear for the greateft Injuftice.  Spintual Tyranny
always ccmmences and iets forward upon a plaunble Foot.
It baains with Adwenitions, which are juft; but by and by;,
under 2 Notion of wholefai+ Severitics, it crecps to Body
and Goods, cvery Degree of which Dikipline is abfolutely

unwarrantzhle.
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vawarrentable. Even an fute do Fé in Portagal, how
artfully it condu@s itfelf. The firlt Face of that is {pe-
cious enough, but the Features always grow darker, and
morc hornd, the farther it proceeds. Perfecution may
begin alio upon a few, (for it wants no Policy) and
thofe pofiibly fingularly o“noxious to popular Prejudice ;
bat we may be afiured, it will reach every Soul of Man
at lat, who fhall prefume to be independent. Perfecu-
sion, upon whatfocver Branch of Society it rages, orat
whatfoever Diftance from others, is 3 Danger to be Pub-
lic, of fuch a Kind, as when one iees a Neighbonr's Hsufe
sa fre. Inthis Cafe we lend an Hand to quench the
Flame, and would gladiy fee it compleatly extinguithed,
Jeit 1t thould reach our awn.

Great Mifery kath attended the World, through Per-
fons ftanding up for their own Liberues, wathout an
equal Care of others ; and perfecuting in Tumn, in the
Szirit of the Church of Rome, without claiming its Infal-
libility or Dominion. Cac meets with much of this
Relapfz and Overfight, in the Hitory of Heary the
Eighth, where the Reformation appears as yet in 2 rough
Draught. The Setters forth of Edi%ts and Alwrat-
ons in thofe Times, particalarly- Heary himiclf, feem
conftantly to have forgot what was the Evil they had
removed, or the Authority they had demolithed. Itis not
fufjcient for 4 o ..Lo fucceed in Power to fay, what we
enall, what we enjoyn, we dc it not by a Remar Autho.
nty, it is contained in Scripture.  Others commanded
falie ard unfcriptural Things; we nothing but the
Trath : This Parade, 1fay, is all impertinent and frivol-
ous, {who hath net faid the fame?) unicfs Mankind

are
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gre permitted to judge whether it is Truth or not. An
Article may be in Scripture, to the Eye of the Magi-
ftrate, or Ecclefiaftical Officer, and no body befides be able
to difcernit. Stll the Advocates infit, learned Men
fee it there, cvery body fees it there, except the obfti-
nate  Well; as a Proteflant, I reply, I may be obfhi-
nate ; but may not others be imaginary ; and miftake,
by the Force of Prejudice and Intereft. You muft per,
mit me to fee it for myfelf ; it concerns my Soul. I
muft not, ought not w0 believe, or comply, without
being firft perfuaded in my own Mind® *Tis a neceflary
Fuftice to my Confcience, and juf Mea will concede to
it. He who fteps over, and forgets Juftice, may alledge
Scripture, Peace of Society, Authority of Government,
or whatever befides he pleafes; the Thing which in-
wardly moves, is none of thefe Pretenfions, but 2
Aifiating Spirit and Self. Not but many great and ex-
cellent Things were brought about in the R-"gn I am
fpeaking in Refereace to, yet the Pofitivenefs and Rath-
nefs of feveral Proceedings, on the Part of King, Con-
vocation, and Parliament too, cannot be denied. Thefe
were the rough Edays of Proteftantifm, (for nothing
can be brought to its Perfeftion at once) rather to be
correfied and improved upon, than defpifed by future
Times. The milder Sentiments which appear in the
fucceeding Reign of Edavard the Sixth, like aCalm afier
a Sterm, makes fome Amends for all this Hurry and
Diforder, The Sentiments of Edwward’s Reign, on the
Subjet of Religion, are, for the Generality, juft and
mild, So are thofe, generally, which run through the
Reign of Queen Elizabeth. A Princefs, who ftood

the Shock of Rome, Spain and Fransce, in Defence of
roteftant




( 23 )
Protefiant Liberty, both at home and abroad ; and has
left an Age difinguithed in our Annals, for Courage,
Probity, Wifdom, and confummatc Policy. Under fe-
veral Princes, who fucceceded Elizabeth, the Caufe of
Liberty was, by means of falie Maxims ia their Govera-
ment, in fome Meafure impaired and oppreffed. Many
Incroachments were made upon it, and more attempted ;
and a Struggle carried on, with various Succefs, between
Liberty andChurch arbitrary Power, as well as other arbi-
trary Power, almoft till we touch the Time of Gesrge the
Firft. By the Acceflion of that Prince to the Throne, kigh-
flying Principles received a Check, and Liberty revived.
It was preferved at a critical Seafon, and by the King's
fteady and honourable Adminiftratian, receiving freth Vi-
gour, and growing inthe Efteemof all rational Per{ons, has
happily flourithed to the prefent Day. Even theEnemies
oftheHouse or HANOYVER (ifit has any) will acknow-
ledge, that its Princes have maintained this Article in an
unexceptionable manner. They have made it a Point of
Honour; and, we doubt not, will continuea Maxim a: all
Events, of fuchDignity init{elf, and trueLuftre to theCrown.

If there are any Relics of Danger, or Prcrarioufnefs
attending Liberty, we have a Profpe& of their being re-
moved and vanithing wholly away. Eigotry has evi-
dently loft Ground; and Liberty is more underffood and
eftcemed daily. Poflibly Providence has referved for
the House of HANOVER, the Honour of bringing
this great Article to its Perfetion. Should ary one
fuggeft, that the Benefit I am {pcaking of is connefled
with fo great an Evil, that I might have fpared iis Com-
mendation ; fhould, I mean, be imputed to Liberty,

that
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that Pice and mifchievous Licentionfrefs which have lately
prevziled amongft us; Ianfwer, Licentioafnefs is no
Part or Branch of Liberty, but ought always tu be diftin-
guifhed from 1t. All the Vice which has appeared has
been owing to other Circumftances ard Incidents, which
my prefent Subjeét dees not require me to meddle with.
No ill Confequence ever did, or can flow from Liberty,
properly confidered in its oavae Natare.

In proportion as Men improve in their Ideas of Li-
berty, they grow more cool and moderate, in Relation to
many Articles, which before they laid great Strefs upon.
The Divine Right of this or that Form of Churck-Go-
vernment, whether by Bifbops, FPriefis and Deacons, or
by Prefbyteers and Deacons, or in fome Form different
from both ; the Authority and {ole Validity of this or
the other mmifterial Otder ; their Right to exclude the
reft, or at leaft Preference to them, in adminiftring
Things facred : Thefe, and feveral other Points of the
hke Nature, if not wholly ceafe, always Z/z Ground,
as Knowledge and Experience gain Ground in the World.
After much Fatigue, and fruitlefs Difputations, it will
be found (if I miitake not) that the Gofpel, or New
Teftament, holds forth no precife Model of Church-
Government at all. Nothing of this Kind was intended.
It is not in the Natureof Things to fit with one Model
all Times, Perfors and Flaces, nor agreeable to the
free Genius of the Gofpel. Had the Holy Ghoft in-
tended one precife Model, either for Government or
ordaining of Minifters he would not have left it under 2
Difficulty to be perceived or underftood, or fubjet to
doubtful Difputation. It would have been faid, asin

{fomne
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fome Cafes we find it, This fhall be the Rule. A miers
Example or Precedent in Scripture, though it may fhew
a Matter lawful, is no Argument of perpetual Obligati-
on. Men are apt to be arbitrary in ther dealing
with Scripture : Some Things fhall be Precedeats with
them for a Rule invariable, orbers not, as {uits the
Schemes previoufiy conceived in their own Minds.
Such confult the Word, with 2 View of bringing
it to ¢their Scheme, not their Scheme to . Doubtlefs
different Models may be lawful, equally lawful, for
any thing the Scr'pturc intimates to tie contrary, pro-
vided the Liberty of Individuals be parferved inviola-
ble, and the Reality of Religion is found to flourith

under them.

So with refpe&t to the Validity of this, or another
minifterial Crdination, in proportion as Prejudices wear
away, and Superftition, which is ever founded on Fear,
abates, Proteftants place lefs Importance in them, and,
indeed, in the Perfons and Profeflions of Men diily,
and more in the inward Matter or Subftance of Reli-
gion. They will honour, and ought to honour, .l
Minifters for their Works fake; but, if they are Wifc,
rot for their Ordination fake, be it Church, or be it
Prefbyterian, or any other. Perfons may come in =
minifterial Way, in their own Wifdom, and with fo
many Views, that a private Chriftian fhould learn to
diftinguith whether a Man comes, or whether he is
fent.

Again, Reafon and Equity wifi tell us, that 2 res

ligious Miniftry hath a Right te bs fupported, and a
D Maintenance
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Maniensnce afforded fuch who atend im Divind
Omhces, fuitable to their Charatter. In this Point, the
Scripture, both Cld and New Teftament, is abfolute
and clegr.  No juft Objeftion lies againft a liberal Ap-
Pointment for them, provided they are foend Perfons of
Virtue, and are diligent in the Diicharge of thar Treft;
but duch who run before they are font, or who, to
aggrardize themfelves, are of that Number who exhibi
Sights in the Air, I know not of any Maintenance they
yc intded to, except it be in fome Place of hard La-
bour. It i alfo £t that Preferments fhould be equally
divided, for the real Encouragement of Learning and
Diligence; aad peraapa that Contributions fheuld, m
a great Meafure, be valuntary, with refred to oze
Kind of Minifters or another; otherwife there arifes
firong Tempation to fafslemce and \'eg < ; Perions

may expelt fomething for nothing, and thofe happen to
receive moit who arc leaft deferving.

It is obfervable, in Countnies where an Eftablifhment
bath prevailed, and Places not of Profitanly, but of
Power, are connefted with 2 Memberthip 1a the Church,
i requires much Attention and Firmnefs to preferve rbe
beacpendeny of the Crown. In this Sitoation a King
can fcarcely avoid becoming the King of a Party, and
the fecular Arm is made ap Arm indeed, for Eccle-
fafics to weild at téar Pleafure. ]n the Time when
Popery was ~t the Hewght, the World lay under great
Inadvertency on this Head. What Vailals, in Efiet,
did the Princes and States of ¢£s Fxpirs, and Emperor
too, make themielves, to execute the Reveng: of
‘Reme, and gratfy the Pepal Ambition ! Mapy held

i the
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Sirrep fo long for his Holinefs, that at kaft they ‘oft
their own Saddles. And who hativ pitied them ‘or
it? In Eaglexd, indeed, we have feen, elrecially of
late Years, Frinces of another Dignity, amd another
Difcernment.

The King of Grear-Britain bears a peculicr Tule,
Defender of the Faztk. How do we interpret this Title!
Surely not that it fignihes him Defender of the Re-
man Catbelic Faith; but, if it hath a juft Meamng, it
maft be thus, Defender of the Faith of the Holy Scrip-
teres. Nov can it {olely mean him Drefender of the
Faith of the Chureh of Eagicad; that would be too
parrow a Sigaification for fo large a Tide; but of alt
the Chniftian Churches committed to his Care, through-
out his Domimons. *Tis true, the Remaez Ponuf, when
he made the firf Compliment of it to Xing Hemy,
migh: intend it m the Papal Serie; I deny not taat;
but then our Kirgs are not obliged to take x im
that Senfc; they are not obliged to wearit in 3
Jimited Senfc; cor in any et of @ Protefica: Compre.
benfizu.

To {fupport the Dignity of a free State; to reicue
the Crown from Coufinement to a Party; and to
firengthen, in geaeral, the Proteitant Intereft; po:i:bly
a Time may come, pofhbly, I fay, but every thing
in i Seafon, when our Legiflatare will think it meet,
by cue fingle AQ, to cancel, =t emce, all EXCLUSHFE
Sandiens, with a View to abolith every Difguclif-ation,
Refirilion, Paix, FPenalty, Dijatvartage in Lasc, or
Hardhip of any kind, on a refigions Acconnt, which

D2 have
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have lain upor the Nation. The Eftablithment would

fiill fubfift, except in the exclufive Parts; thatis, it
would fubfit fo far as ic Proteflant and rationai.

Till a Meafure of this kind takes Place, the Naton
may have Intervals of Peace ard Concerd, through in-
cidental Caufes, {uch as the late Rebellior, but no folid
Unanimity. Ufurpation and Perfecution may fleep, but
will not be dead. T#k: .47 ¢f Yoleration the Fricnds of
Liberty are tharkful for ; itis a good Acquiition in its
Xind ; but it canrot be (aid of i, that k comes up to
the Point, or 1s adequate to the Evil. It gives fome
Eafe, jas the Aét exprefles itlelf) not tstef Eafe. If
ccercive Laws, in Matters of Religion, are fit to be
fufpended, they are fit, for the !ame Realen, to be
wholly repealed; otherwife the Evil ftill continues, and
the Wound in the Bodyv of the State is kept open.
‘Whilft we have only temporary Mitigations, who knows
how foon the Statc may fuffer a Relapfe # Every Day
hath Danger. '

- By a geaeral Declarative A&, as above, manv in.
Jurious and embarraffing Sanctions, particularly rke Teff-
4:i, would fall in Courfe. The Injary which 2 7 42-
Ac dees to Religion, through debafing a Solemn Sacra-
ment, and occaiiomng ('tis to be feared) much fhame.
ful Diffimulaton, is acknowledged by every Man of
Virtue, as the political Iniquity of it is by Men of Un-
derftanding. That Papifts fhould be excluded from
Places of Power or Truft, Reafon will allow, and, in
fome Scrfe, demands, becaufe they are uot capable of

proper
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proper Allegisnce to the Gevernment, as owning a fo-
reign Jurifdi&ticn ; but that. the Edge of that exclufive
Law fhould bc turn'd againit Proteflant Dnﬂ'entcrs,
‘whofe Attackmen: to’ the Goverument hath becn long
manifefted, andl experienc 'd, no vifible Reafon can be
affign’d. Reafon coes not juftify a religious Teft
amongft Prozeftants, ¢f any Kind, as being a continual
Inconhﬁency with the Right of private ]ud'*mem No
Teft can be neceffary, befide: the Qath of Allegiance,
unlefs there cannot be an honeft Man, or a loyal Man,
amongft us, who is not a Member of the Church of
Erglezd. Whatlcever is more than the Oath of Alle-
‘giance, procecds from Party, or is a Relitt of Popery :
"An Incumbrance upon Stateimen; . probably not origi-
nally a DiQate of their own Policy, but proceeding
from, or at lcaft taken Advantage of by, anotherBody;
who, undér Colour of procuring the Security of the
Crown, hatc mcant chiefly to corroporate their own ;
therefore cannot be expeéted to relinquith the 7. cffi-4a,
or any other A&s of that Kind, without Reluétance,
Whenever a Repeal 1s obiained, it -muft be. a Lay-
Wind that blows it. In ihe mean time it is ceraiziy
hard, that, with Refpeé. to Friends and Enemies, our
‘Princes cannot be permitted to ]udge ior themfeives,
I fhould be glad to krow when it may be fuppos'd,

‘that 2 Government is arrived at Years of Matyrity,
One_would hope. the Time is not far oif.

A Courgsé:ﬁsm& Scheme will have a grea: Ten-
dency to abolith three Naiional Evils; Party-Animafiy,
Bigatr)', and Sw; #ﬁit:’m. ’ -

1. Parly-
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t. Party- Awimefity. It is well known what Mifchiefs
¢o the State have been produc’d by the Strife of Parties.
Where civil Difcord has flain its Thoufands, reiigious
Difcord and falfe Zeal have flain their Ten Thoufands.
The Whole of this Evil, whether in PBritein, or in
foreign Countries, hath always proceeded from Want of
Attention to this one Principle, the Right of private
Judgment. In all Parts of the World it anfes from
the fame Spring; moft Ecclefiafticks (for I never mean
all) fetting themfelves to oppofe, and to difcourage
privatc Judgmcnt, to the uttermoft of their Power.
Liberty is no Friend to them. They cannot {o conve-
‘piently live under it If one names it, ’tis like Here-
{fy ; they are prefhntly in Perils amongfl falfe Bretbren.
The Church is in Danger. The Populace takes the
Alarm, it conceives Indlgnauon, it rages, no Matter
how ignorantly ; and it is well if the Government itfelf
efcapes the Combuftion. Such Incidents bzwve been, and
are always poffible 0 be again, tll the Evil is cur’d
radicatly. 'The Notion of a rightful Church, with the
Invalidity and Error of other Perfuafions, floats fo
agreeably upon the Surface of vulgar Minds, that, with
deveral, ’tis more than Half their Religion. Howfoever
weak the Notion, or delufive the Hope formed upon
at,’it will have much Place with Mankind, ull they
ceafe flanding upon human Authority, and all Prote-
flants are brought upon one and the fame Bottom.
“There is unconceivable Mifchief in placing them, fome
apon higher Ground and fome upon lower. Unlefs
their civil Merits be different,” Proteftant Reafon would
place them upon the fame Ground, in the Eye t;:‘




(o3t ) .
the Law, apd with.Refpe&t e Privileges and Im-
munities belonging - in genﬂ‘o his Majeft;"s Subjeds :
As to how they may ftand in the Eye of Ecclefiaftica}
Perfons, being no Poirt which the Srate is obliged to be
concern'd with. To prevent Midakes, I would take
Notice, that thould Prereflaut Difenters attempt an
Eftablifhment, or aim at a Pre-eminence ox their Part,
the Arguments in this Differtation (if it contains any)
would be equally ftrong among them.

The Civil Magiftrate fhould fteer, as near as he can,
n cquitable Courfe. And, though he forces none to
his own Perfuafion, he has a Right to recommend fuch
a Pcrfuafion, by his own Example. He has alfo 5
Right to general Obedience, from Perions of all Per-
fuafions, from every Quarter: And to fee that the.
Common Wealth takes no Damage. Religion, or Con-
{cience, acquits no Man from the Obligations of Sub-
jeltion to Government. Should any be fourd in his
Ca;ngc to difcover Undutifulnefs or Difloyalty, fuch
a One is juftly cantroulable by the fecular Arm, be
his Perfuafion what i may. It is always fit to puniih
Qflenders, though never or Accomnt of Party.

. Bigatry, am Evil not peculiar to Britain, but the
Produce of every Soil. This lazy Foible confifts in an
Attachment to Perfons inftead of Things, and Cuftoms
inftead of Reafon. Sometimes even to a Spot of
Ground, or a Building, wbat manner of Stomes, and
awbat Buildings are here! To believe as the Church
believes, (what Kind of Belief it generally prove:
hath been obferved before) faves human Nature fg

much
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much Labour and Appligagion, is f6 cempendiouns &
Way, that the lower RaM®s of Men:chufe much to
tread in it. Having no Learning thersfelves, they are
apt to over-value that fplendid Gift, and make an
Idol of it in others; they are ready to conclude, that
the Minifter is after a Sort infallible, and that he
feldom e:rs in the Pulpit, howfoevér he may err out of
it. As infidel a World as fome reprefent it," there is
abundantly more Credulity in it than many apprehend 3
and a Legifiature may, without the leaft Difrefpe&t to
the Clcrg) judge it convenient that the Pevple under
their Care be kept as clear of Prepoffeflion and Bigotry
as lies in their Power.

It is obfervable, that Pomp and Sheaw in Religion_
and even mimiflerial Hakits, are apt to put fomewhat
in the Place of Religion which is not fuch, and be-
guile Mankind of their Affe®ions. They are Circum-
flances which might be fuitable to a worldly Occafion,
and might forward a temporal View; but one cannot
fay the Gofpel affords them any Foundation. The
Gofpel is certainly a Stranger both to Force and Arr.
Whatfoever is forcible or artful generally tends to
Abufe. Chnitianity makes the beft Way by its Simpli-
city ; and the Minifters of it their juft and commend-
able Way by their Merit and Behaviour.

3. Superfition 15 another Evil which Mankind may,
in fome meafure, be enabled to avoid. Through Su-
peritition many cmbracc the Exterrals and Trappings of
Religion, inftcad of the Subfance. When this fhallow

~ Imfumity wil be whoily chafed out of the World, F-
' cannot
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cannot aﬁ‘u-m, but furely thede is no Necdty to ﬁn&
ft with all manner of Accommodations for its Uﬁ.
The Cuftom of numetous Ceremonies may be jult'in
States where Ignorance is the Mcther of Devonof,
but are out of Charafter in thofe, where Knowledge
thould be fuppofed to have that Office; ind who piofels
the Purity of the Gofpel. However, if fome cannot
coatent themfclves without Amufements of this Sort, lét
fuch poffefs them, if they plexic, to the artermoft,
but not necefitité others to have the famé Tafte. I
am not very folicitous what Vanety ¢f Geftures an-
other ufes in his Worflip, or what Congees he makes b
a particular Quaiter, fo he does not compel ms 0
follow his Example. Re Perfons ever fo amchedtbth'
Eftablithment; or &dmu'crs of Ceremonies, s

them helpful; they cannot condemn a Worthip where
there are nome, urlefs they will fay, that Religioh
flands in externat Things. We mdofworﬂnppmg ~
in Spirit and in Tratk. 1 apprehend that Paflage to
have a Medning. The leaft of its Méaning muft be,
that in worbipping, Spirir and Trard are the chief
THing. Where thefe exif, they make a true Worlhip,
and a nght Church, whether its Materials be of Stone
or Brick, whether with Ornaments or without; the
Suprente Being not refpeRing fuch Articles, whitRéver

Men may do.  If many chufe a Place of Warfliip baik -
duec Ezft and Weft, all Quarters are theirs, lot them

enjoy that Pofition. et them poffefs all maiﬁm;
for I am not for compelling Men, evex to bedfTee.

But others ought to be reckoned Chiriftians®alfo, and
‘e their Churches valid Churches, though “they are noe
ercied by the Compafs, though Praying amonsit them
. : E »

3.



]
(34 )
J8.¢ accpmpanied with 3 Surplice, and their Sermans
are’ without 2 “own. Thy do not happen
30 efeem them of Importance; perhaps look upon
‘fhem as Tokems of the Abfence of fomething better,

Should there be Perfors found, who are difpofed
?tcada evenin the Ficids, and have their Meetings
m Places fcarce fhelter'd from Wind and Weather, yer,
with due AfleGion to the Government, I fee no Jn&
LCaufe of difturbing them; they have a Right to it
“upiefs Truth he local, and Religion cannot exiit but oa

mnfacuml Ground. He that can hear of Variety in
ions, ar bear any Sentiments different from his

*qpm, without Anger, fuch aoncisa troe Protefimt
and, though this be not the Whole ofChnﬂnnny,

* ot be allowed a great Step towards it.  Perfons

gome to be Chriftians through being Proteflants firfh.

. Fewarrive at the Know!edge of Truth, dll they ace

‘#hta\‘lfmn Prejudice, Ceftims, Syfiems, and, in fome

Senf:, freom Me». Not Dmmty only, but Philofeply,

, and el Kwwledge whatloever, (of a valua-

bkﬁm) .depends upon Liberty in the Mind, and
Jows from a free Enquiry.

..o fum wp the Subjedt. Preedomxsthe!-‘oundatxon
gfevexy vpluable Attainment, and in ancfpecnlMan-
pes wigh Regard to Religion. Not Perfons, nor Par-
Cu'emome,noguodq. naor Places, nor any
&dy outward, but what is truly moral, open

what honours the Deity, and proficy
yetthb)e&swq'eMcnca.landcﬁeem

~ Religion;-

t.l!
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Religion; and to thefe their Attention & fecd, Mg
thngbeﬂesbangword\mnmdmgﬁr ,

have neither Inclination nor Leifure, at prefemt, to
enquire. The Man who dares not thiak for Jrimfelf,
is as much a Coward as he°who fears to fight am
Eremy. Through negleting to put in Prachce thels
religions Liberty, many, too many, enjoy the Privi;
leges of a free Government in vain; and, after fevein}
Years Prefefion of Pretefanti/m, pre (howfecver waim.
tentionally) Pa} fill. On the ether hand, foch are
happy and a& confiftently with themfelves, who hoth

-

affert their Rights, and inake afé of them, kB

By fome grand comrreuznsivi A& of the Kind
above-mentioncd, and the Culture of & Spirit jxf tq
human Society, the Article of Liberty in this Kingdom
would be brought to Perfection ; and Reformation from
Popery date, as from a new Era, its being rendered
compleat? Party and Animofity would. feel the Blow.
and be extinguithed together ; Bigotry would weas?
away, and Superttition grow athamed to fhew its Head
Religion would become rational, &uciety “cafy, the
whole Britifs State firong, peaceful, invincble,»

. .

F N 1 & ; .
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And to be fold by #'illiam Bradford, at the Sngn of the
Bible in - §:00nd-Strect sz/adu}rlm Price 3/6.

Jn e ngat Pocket Volume, printed on a gecd Paper and /.:zrge
Letter, Now read with univerfal Approbation in the
Scnodrs of GREAT-BrITAIN,

Four Impreffions of above 12,000 being fold off fince its fo A

Publication, [zt.r Sale increafing in Proportion as it is
knoawy.)

A Practical Grammar of the Englith

Tongue : Or, A rativmal and eafy Iutroduéhun to
fpeaking and wtiting Englith correétly and properly ;
eculiarly adapted to the Nature and Genius of the
anguage, and freec 1co01 the pard ‘and unneceflary
Terms of the Latin Ruduments. ’m‘whole treated
of in expreflive Terms and familiar Stil=; and in the
moff natural and inftruétive Method.
. By WILLIAM LOUGHTON,
Scheol-Mafier at Kenfington
To which i annéx’d, An Introduction to the Art of
Writing, illuftrated wite feveral ‘*fcumcns of all the
ufuai Hands, cirioufly engrav'd on iix LCPT)CL -Plates by
Mr. Brcruanm

At th: - fame Place may be alfo had

-.‘. SERMON
Preacu’n 2tt : FUNERAL of the Right Honourable
OHN Eari of RO(/)(//H‘,
By T HOMAS PARSGNS, MA,
1 fay unto yeu, tdat likewifc Foy fpotl boin Heavin »ver
onc Sirner that repente ., more than swer ninei 'y and ning
Juit perfons that niea no Repentence, LULE Xv. 7.
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