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A

TRACT
ON THE

LAW OF NATURE, &c:

I HAVE neither leisure nor abilities
to undertake a régular defimtion: of the
Law of Nature, with all the doctrines
usually ranked under that head : and
indeed, if I had both leisure and abili-
ties, 1 should want inclination ; because
such a work would unavoidably become
voluminous, on account of the variety
of authers necessary to be mentioned,
who have treated the subject with:dif-
ferent views:: and as all'scienee is vain,
which is not reduced to practice, so the
more voluminous any subject is ren-

| B dered,
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dered, the less 1t can be useful, on ac-
count of the increased difhiculty ot coni-
municating it to the generality of read-
ers. I havethereforeconfined my tract
to such general remarks on the subject,.
as are most necessary for the observation
of my countrymcniat large, with respect
(more particularly) to one pomt, viz..the
Illegality of reducing or subjecting man-
kind to involuntary servilude, either un-
der political or private dominion : asall
pretensiaons: to an- unlimited authority of
any.man or. men over others, are con-
trary to. Natfural Eqm’!-y and the Laws
of-Gody as well:as: banéful to. mankind
in; genéral ; which eflect 1s unbappily
-demonstrated by.the niunberless instan-
ces:of unnalural;oppression. now. pre-
vailmgitorthe: destruction. of mankind,
imalmestsevery :part;.of. the world. ' 1
have already.-shewn hin. my. answer *
aflb oo, "B iy e s o te

e NIt DU FY CRRRTE T PR
| . o !
* ‘This answer to Mr. Thompsnn 15 confined to one

hnd of slavery only, viz, the oppression ef private tyrants,
it



J

to the Rev. Mr. Thompson (an advo-.
cate.for. the African slave trade).that

the Jewish constltunons were not, striet-.

ly consmtent willy the Law of Nature in
all pomls : and consequently, that they,
are nof, t to be LOllSldLled as the rule b 7
which lawyerb and CdSUlStb may: safd}r
determine ¢ szmt is, or what is nof, ac-

cordmg {o .Nature.

- 1 '

The Law of Nature has been vari-
ously represented; but  all the Dbest
writers, both aué¢ient and modern,
agree 1 adopting that maxim of the
Civil Institutes,* which declares i7n-
zolunlary sere ztude, or stavery, fo be

““ con-

or petty slaveholders, and has already been printed /i
America ; and therefore T necd not now repeat the argu-
ments which it contains, especially as I propose soon to
reprint it in England with some. other tracts expressly
against domestic slasery, such -as is unlazfully tolerated
in the Pritish colonices.

* ¢ Screitus autem cst constitutio Jutis Gentium qua |
quis dominio alicno contra naturam subjicitur,” | Juslm
Jnstlrutus, Book I. Tit. 5

. From
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“ conlrary Yy o the Law’ (_Jf Nature.

this rule is commonly undérstood’ as
appllcable only to ‘doinestic’ sluvery ;.
but it is equally true when applled to
polmcal oppression, Or the exercisé of
an unlimited dominion over a whole na-
tion. Some few authors indeed have
been so unreasonable, as to assert that
““ there is no such thing as natural
“ Law ;" but they are properly cen-
sured by the learned Baron Puftendorf,
in his < Law of Nature and Nations.”

Book 2. Ch‘ap. 3.

From whence the other authoritiesin the Common Law -
of England seem to be derived.

Est quidem Servifus constitutio Juris Gentium qua
quis dominjo alieno contra naturam subjicitur,” &c.

Bractow, Lib. 1. Cap. 6.

‘“ st quidem Servitus libertati contrarium ; item con-
stitutio quedam de Jure Gentium, qua quis deminio alieno
conlra naturam subjicitur,” &c. FLeTa, Lib. 1. Cap. 3.

“‘ Servitude is a constitution of the Law of Nations,
by ‘which, contrary to Nature, one is subjected to ano-
ther’s power.” CoweLu’s Institutes, Tit, 2.

- He
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H‘e partlcul‘arlﬁr mentmns ‘the' argu-

ment of Carmades as contracted by Lac-
tantlus to the followmcr eﬂ’ect o

1 i+
' II A ..i

"« That men first in_stitﬁf:e& ‘Taws to
sécure and promote’ their’ own advan-
ta'g'é,'“&t“ but that there was no such
thing as Natural Law 1 the worlﬂ "
&c P 104

| S‘uch d’octr'i'ne- 1s certainly very con-
venient for Tyrants and Slaveholders of
every degree; 'who- must otherwise re-
main- without excuse, whenever: * fhe
Law of Nature,” and ¢ the Comion
Rights of Humanity;” are urged-against
them': it is therefore necessary for them,
eitherto mlsrepresent the Law of Neture.
(as Mr: Thompson has. done), or- else:
(like Carmades) utterly to deny its ex-
istence. ~This latter method- lias been
alse adopted by some modern advocates
for- Slavery, who, in; private discourse-
owthis subject, have declared, that they
- esteem
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estecin “ the Law of Nature” to be ne
other than their nafural propensity to
pursuc their own heart's desire of profit
or pleasure : and this they call ¢ natural
Liberty ;7 though 1t certainly 1s the
most unnatural I’ yrann J fon when the
immutable necessity of reciprocal con-
sideration 1s forgot, or sct aside, therc
can be no satety among men, and ;con-
scquently no natural Liberly : we 'Hll'ISt,
therefore, submiit ourselves to be the ser-
canis of law, 1 order to be truly free;
accordiug to the excellent observation of
Cicero.; ““ Legumdenique ideirco omnes
Servi sumus, ut liber: essc . possumus.”
Tom.. 2.: p. 208.* We.may learn from
the histories of all  nations, that Lust,
Avarice, . Pride, Rev enge, Love of
Power, Jealousy, &c. are Principles of
Action, which unavoidably produce op-
pression and wrongs, to the destruction
of the human specics, 1 all places where
will and pleasure (whether in political
i or

* Hamburgh Ldition, 1618.
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or pm ate domuuon) are supreme, or
whenever Sel f lave and Private Inlerest
become entirely predominant among
men. That Self-love 1s prcdommant
with the a'enemlzt y of man/{md is but
too aplnrent yet we are not, therefm e,
obhged to . '1dmlt that Se If- love "
“ the umversal prmczple of aolwn, |
iliat;;ril an emment and learned /aw-
writer has (mth very good lllt(-‘l][l()l]b,
as lus argument prov es) thounht pmpn
to ﬂ'ne it that title. . B

KL Honest Y (mdeed) is t/te best po[zo Y,

even for a sey sh man to pursue ; ; and, it
1::, certain, that the solid attamments of
virtue and JUSthe affmd a real and sub-
stantial satisfaction, which in the end
most amply fulfils the purposes of" Se/f-
love. .

1 ' 1 -
b

But thoucrh V :rlue and Honest j are
thias fdvoumble to-Self-lo de in then na-
mml effects; this, bv N0 ‘means, Proves

that
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that Self-love is_the motive of all viriu-
ous and lzone.s't men; or that it is the

“ universal prmczple of action :” for, if
that were really the case, many of the
most amlable vn’tues must be esteemed
mere empty names There could be
no true GBDEI osltv or Beuevolence, 1o
Disinterested Goodne% of heart; no
sincere JNatural Afectwn between pa-
rents and their children, husbands and
their wives, br ethren, fuends &c.where-
as historv affords many undoubted i1~
stances of Self-love being lost in the
superaoz affections, nalural lo generous
minds, 1 ¢ all these differ ent deﬂ'rees of
connectlon' but 1t is needless to recite
thcm, smce, even n the brute cncatlou
there are naluml * aﬁectzons supeuor

to Sef-love. | |
| o - . The

* ‘That excellent Eughsh lawyer the great Henr_y dp
Bracton informs us, that ¢ Natural Lew is that which
Nuture (or more properly God himself ) has taugﬁ't all.
amma(s " ¢ Jus-Naturale est quod, Natura, i.c. 1p
Deus, 'docitit omnia ammalla,” &c. and afterwards he

faritier: explains- himself,: bayinﬂ 4¢ 1 Jus- Naturale quod
3 docuit °

.‘. i J
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The common henis so inflamed with
Natural Affection, and anxious care for
her tender brood, that she seems to have
as little sense of Self-love in time of dan-
cer, as of her own weakness; for she
will boldly fly in the face of every inva-
der (except man) however superior in
" size or strength to herself,

The timorous cow, it is said, will
attack the fiercest tyger, when her calf
is by her side. Many instances of- very
extraordimary Jffection n dogs to their
masters have been well attested. Those
faithful ammals have sometimes been,
known to lose all sense of danger to
themselves in. the necesiary defence of
their owners. And the very swine dis-
cover such a Natural Affection and real
sympathy for their brethren of the sty

docuit omnin animialia Natura, . ¢. per instinctum Na-
ture, &c. viz. Natural Law, which taught all animals by
Nature, that is, tlirough the instinct of Nature,” &c
Lib. 3. ¢ 5 C |

| when-
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whenever ‘they liear their cries of dis-
tress, that their example ought to shame
the depraved part of mankind (1mperal
tyrants and royal robbers, who extend
their dominion by breach of faith, un-
lawful invasion, murder and . rapine, as
also those petty tyrants and destroyers
of mankind the Afriean traders, and
American slaveholders) lest the affec-
fionate brufte, notwithstanding his sen-
‘suality, should seem, on comparison, 4
more generous, and therefore a more
' noble: animal than that Man, who stifles
all Natural Affection, Fellow-feeling,
and Charity to his kind, merely for the
sake of acquiring power, or  worldly
profit to. himself; and surely a time
will ¢cme, when all such offeriders
against the Law of Nalure (who prefes
the wages of unrighteousness to'the
natural dictates of Humanity and Con-
science ) will have reason to esfeem the
lot of the most contemptlbl(, brule in-
ﬁmte]y more eligible than ﬂlClI‘ ownl .

Now
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. Now, as it appears that * Self-love”
is not the " universal Principle of
Action” even in brutes, much less ought
it to be esteemed so in mankind, be-
cause the kuman soul (besides the Na-
tural Affection which.men ou frht tohave
in common with other cre atﬂrcs) 13
endowed with 2 much more noble prin-
ciple, or motive to good actions, I mean
Reason, or that « Knowledge of good
and evil,” which we inherit from our first
parents, and which they unlaxfully took
apon themselves; at the instigation of
their spiritual enemy, that the} might
thereby be rendered accountable for all
their aclions, and, through Knowledge *
become guilty before God!

The history of that fatal transaction
demnands our most careful consideration.
since all mankind are particularly affec-

* ¢ But of the tree of Knouledge of Geod and Eril

thou shalt not cat of it: for in the day that thou catest
thercof, thou shalt surcly die.”  Gen. ii. 17.

ted
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ted by it! - And Surely the principles of

our own Nafure are subjects of enquiry
infinitely more important to us, than all
the other branches of nratural Philoso-
phy; and vet perhaps they are less ex-
amined by men of science, and conse-
quently are less understood, than any
other ! but in vain 1s the most accurate
knowledge of plants, drugs, fossils, and
minerals ; or of the exact revolutions of
the heavenly bodies, and of the nature
and properties of all the elements, &c.
if the philosopher 1s. unacquainted twith
himself * and the properties and state of
his own soul, which is too often the case !
Knowledge, in allthe former particulars,
15 indeed honourable and praise-worthy,
but, in the latter, it is indispensable ;
for when men, through 1gnorance of the
compound Nalure of man, slight the

.® —— Multi enim multa sciunt, ¢f seipsos nesciunt :
sed qui geipsum nescit nikil bene novit, quam alia seire et
st nescire, quid aliud est quam seipsum gravius condemp-
nare, &c. Doct. & Stud. c. 13.

COoIn-
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commeon means, which God has reveal-
ed, to guard their minds against infel-
lectual deceptions, they are sure to be
perverted in their principles to the un-
minent danger both of body and soul!
Such an one, probably, thinks himself
too fudicious a critic to admit the Mosaic
account of the subject now before us,
viz. the Fali of man 3 atleastin the Ziler-
al sense of the text: so that the doc-
trines, which I propose to collect from
it, will have very little weight, 1 fear,
- with men of that stamp. Nevertheless,
as there are many doctrines in other
parts of Scripture, which corroborate the
literal meaning of that relation, and as
there are also several circumstances dis-
coverable inthe WNafure of Man, which
cannet otherwise be reasonably accoun-
ted for, I must beg my readers to excuse
me, even 1f they think me too prolix in
my examination of that part of the

sacred history, which 1 conceive to be-
| | ab-
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absolutely necessary for the obtaining
a -true practical idea of the, Law of
Nature, and the Principles of Jdction
in Man.

God delivered .a clear and express
Law to Aan before the fall ; —¢ but of
“ the tree of Ii)zowle(lge of Good and
““ Evil, thou shalt not eal of i:” and

then follows the denuncmtlon of pun-

1ishment ;—* for in the day - that thqu
“ eatest thereof, thou shall surel Y DIE.”

Gen. 11. 17.

This was the first and only penal Law;
A FORFEITURE .OF LIFE! And though
we find afterwards, that the declared
punishment was not immediately exe-
cuted according to the letter (that is,
the penalty of death was not inflicted on-
the day of the transgression, as it seemed
to be at first ordained) yet this aftords
no. just exception against the truth and
propriety of the relation. |

The
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The sameé ArmicuTy BEINe, who
had a #ight (as all things are his OWIx)
to prohibit the action above mentioned,
and to aSSIgn a punishment for disobe-
dience, had certainly @ right also to re-
'spité, or postpone, or even to remit (if
he had béen pleased to do so0) the exe-
cution of the Law which he himself
had ordained. But for the present itis
sufficient to remark; that the nature of
the penally had been clearly revealed to
our first parents, and was as clearly un-
derstood by them, so that thev were
sufficiently sensible of their -obligation
to ‘observe the said Laiw, previoustotheir
breach of it : which plainly appears by
the speech of the woman to the tempter,
viz. ¢ But of the'fruit of the tree In
« 'the midst of the garden, Gop hath
«« .sqid,-ye shall not eat of it, neither
« shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”

rr? L pa . 1 T r T
- 1 = . . N a k - L
. R AR N N R L

| .' Aﬁer
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After so ¢elear an aeknbwfedgment of
the divine preeept, the act of taking the -
fruit (which otherwise 1 itself would,
probably, have been no erime) was cer-
tainly a wilful sin of a very Lieinous na-
ture, being a gross conlempt of God's
word, for which our first parents very
justly 1ncurred the penally of dealh,
which, they were previously told, must
be the consequence of disobedience.

- 'They had reeeived this caution even
Sfrom God himself, whom they knew te
be theif' Maker and Supreme Lord ; and
vet the unwary wonian unhappily list-
ened to an ,assjelftion,: that wasabsolutely
eonlsradiett:)ry.r to. her -Crealor's word,
and thereby dréw upon herself, and .
all her descendants, - the irrevecable
doom to Tabour ! -,--pam ! —and. mor-

tality !~

~ Perhaps the haughty philosopher will
oW be ready to arraign the justice of .
| the
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the divine decree, which involved the
innocent progeny (that is, innpocent
with respect to this particular crime) in
the punishment of their guilly parents;
but. if he will patiently follow me
through thisexamination of Human Nu-
{ure, he will, perhaps, be able to form -
a. better idea of the Nafure of original
Sin, and of the cause of its being in-
tailed, (or rather (e effects of its being
intdiled ) onall the descendants of Adam,
For the immediate effects ot that original
Sin of our first parents, was the acqu)-
sition of an additional facully (even of
a divine attribute) to the Nature of Man,
which . of course descends from these °
‘original stocks by nalural inheritance to
all their progeny, and thereby inevitably
snvolves them all in the same condem-
nation; the manner of which shall be
more particularly explained hereafter

This very ancient example of punish-
ment for a contempt of God's word (the
D direful
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direful ‘effects of :which, labour, - pain;
and mortality, areléyer before us) should
teach ‘mankind’ the extreme dan geriof
paying attention to any doctrines; and
mterpretatlons of Law or Religion, that
have the least: tendencyto Of)PObe or con-
tradict the literal or most;obvious means
ing" of God's:werd ;.for - the: efforts:! of
our spmtual Enemy ' are’ never more

baneéful; than when he sis pleased. to as-
sithe the office:of a eommeéntator on the

Il'.aﬁé of: G'dd 'Tin | "ﬁrhic'h : Z:h araéter‘ he is

doés ot now plesent hlmself oulwardly
or- apparenﬂy; as at first; i the .assumed
shape of a serpen‘t yet the venomof his
“doctrines is too often su{ﬁmentlydmtmf
'gﬁishéblei, both in' the writings and dis»
cotirses of men !"'And it'is remarkable,
~ that his first -attempt against mankind
should be in' the capacity of a erilick on.
the Divine Law ! The influence of spiri-
tual eneniiesisindeed a distinct Principle

| *r -
] i : * - l: ‘ - -
li - - o o ‘...-F... 0
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of Action in Man, which shall:be more
particularly mentioned in the course of
this: Tract. A FE
fhavse” A
But to return to the-firsts fatal n-
stahce, before ‘mentioned; - of Batan's
SUCCESS; in;m:isleadirig mankind, which
occasioned another distinct Principle of
Action in Man.” P
, SO R
It appears that the Tempter- tvas well

dcquaintéd “with- the true nature.and
effects of the forbidden fruit, which he
declared; indeed, but not without: utter
INg; at'the same time, a-notorious false-
hood. - Ye- shall not surely die, (said
““ le) for (God doth know, that in the
““ day ve eat thereot™ (viz. of the fruit
taken from the tree of knowledge)
“ then vour eves shall be opened : and
“ ye shall be as gods, knowing Goodand
“« Boil,” Gen. i, 4, 5.

Now.
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- Now ‘this acquisition of . Knowledge,
which the Tempter promised, was really
such as he represented it, viz. a Diving
Altribute (* Ye shall become as gods,
knoving Good and Evil” ) ;—so that, )
this one respect, indeed,: his mtelhgence
was:frue : for the inspired historian has
recorded also the words of God himself
to the same eflect :—* And the Lord
““ (zod said, Behold, the man is decome
“« AS ONE OF US§, o know Good and
3 1,Evd ” (Chap k. 22:.) -But truth 1S
much more deceittul and. .d_dnoerous
even than falsehood itself, when, for the
purpose of misleading, it is maliciously
blended ' with the latter ; for notwith-
standing the Deceiver’s flattering assur-
ance to our first parents, that they
should . not die ;' yet in the very day
(as1t seems) of their transgression, they
heard the tremendous sentence of mi-
.sery and dealh prondunced against
them'! and though 1t was not then final-
ly executed, as they had reason

’ to
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to.expect it would, according to the
terior:-of ithe:; Law before declared, on
whichithés;jidgment was founded, (for
(zod never judges men without Law, like
the arbitrary princes of this world) yet
the said Law, by which their lives were
expressly. forfeited, was sufficiently ful-
filled By the'condemnation of the trans-
aressors (on the pery dayoftheir offence)
to mortelily ; wheéreby their once im-
mortalbodies were rendered continually
hable to diseases, fnjin'i'és, miséry, and
death, asthe bodies of all their descend-
ants ‘ha.'éc* éver siice- been !'dnd they
were no longer entitled even to' the food
necessary for the support of their poor
mortal bodies; -without. severe labour,
care, and assiduily I— Cursed is the
“. rrround ior thy sa.Le in sorrow *
A © ¢ shalt

SN

v#:Tn sorvow (ar rather in Zadour) for p:gy: is the
estpiession in the original ; which, in the Targum, is ex-
plained by.another, Hebrew word (91¥). signifying rather
fatigiie' or labour, than sorrow; and as. the necessity of
o Nan's
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'shalt thou eatof it all the days of thy
« life. Thorns also and thistles:shall it
““ bringitorth to thee:1and:thou. 'shalt
«“idatythe "herb of the field.—In the
o swetit of thy face” (said God to his
guilty-creature iman) “‘shalt. thou et
“ bread,titlthoureturn unlothepround:
‘. for-outiof it 'wast thou taken s for diist
““thow art, ane unto dustthou shalt re-
“ turni? ((Jen. n17to 19.): o0 L ol

!

I‘ hesc; h m e ex c1 smce bcen the condx-

!'Lt

uons of hum..m llfe; and thounh some
inen, who hav store of W orldly Goods,
endeayour to cast Ay ay car €, and secin

RN A

Jatour was the ’mor‘c immediate Cfmsequence of the earth’s

new propensity, through the curse, to. pring forth thorns,
thistles, and useless weeds, it scems the most expressive
rendermg in this phcc, ‘and most suitable to the- con-
text in the following verse:  In the sweat of thy face
«“ :sﬁaft thou eat bread,” Inthe ‘;"ulgute alsoit 1s rendered,
““ u labortbus ;7 and by Pagninus, ¢ in labore.” The
same word 1s also necessarily rendered ¢ Labours” in

Isaiah:"lvnt, 3. YN D323V, 901, “ and exact ull
your labours; and in Proverbs v. 10. AL
MDY MM ¢ Lest strangers be filed with thy wealth,

and THY LABOURS be in the house of a stranger,”
to
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to live ina state ofopposition to this gene-
eral rule, yet they only deceive. them-
selves; forno deéscendant of- Adam, be
he ever so.rich, has any right e eat the
bread of idleness.; nor can he do so
without. offence against Ais own soul, as
well as against this universal ‘ordinance
of- (xod.—If Providence has' afforded
him wealth-and leisure, he. 1s account-
able for both ; being only a steward for
life ; alter which, the performance of
his dutyto God, to his country; to Ais
neighbours, nay, to mankind in'general,
his :Brethren of . the: universe, awill be
strictly serutinized, andpunished n pro-
portion' to:the. degree of - his. wilfiil neg-
lect -and disobedience; since nothing is
more clearly revealed, than that a/i
mankind-lie under an:indispensablé ob-
ligation fo ¢mprove their:talents for all
these:duties,1as wwell! asito:use them
whenever there !is an  opportunity ; so
that:the man who neglects to employ; 1n
] these

i,
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these services, a .due portion of that
leisure, which his rank, or situation in
life affords him, may justly be said to
mispend his Master's. time, .for it is-nol
his own: and such an one must inevitas
bly. sufler with the ¢ unprofitable ser-
““ gant,” deseribed 1n the Gospel, who
neglected - to tmprove his lalent ;3—
“ Cast ye the unprofitable servant into
‘“ outer darkness ! —Lhere shall 'be
“ weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt: xxv::30. -See the whole parable
from the.14th verse, whereby it plainly
appéars, that mankind.are laid underan
indispensable. necessity to improve their
respective nalural lalents, to;the best
of their power, for their Lord’s service.

. The affluencé; and unemployed leisure,

therefore, of inany persons, whoni:we
daily: see: amongst ‘usyafford 1o just ex-
ception to'(God’s general ordinance.con-
cerming the hard conditions of huma
ce ' life.
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life... It Is ‘almost .too obvious.' to be
mentioned;:that riches ‘and ‘hereditary
honours procure no-exemption from the
most material part of that sentence, viz:
“ tor dust thow shalt return'!” And.that
theitime and manner. of that refurning
to'the dust, or to the ground, is  equally
unknown: to the rich-and to the poor,
thoiigh toi both equally certain: so that
no ‘man, not the greatest or most inde-
pendent;: can’ claim even a single day
before-hand as his own : ¢ I will say (o
oy soud” (saith the rich man in‘the
parable), < Soul, thou hastmuch goodslaid
““ up for-many years ; take thine ease,
. éa{,ﬂ_, ‘drink and be merry. But God .
“said - unto. him, Thou fool, THIS NIGHT’
' THY. ‘SOUL SHALL BE REQUIRED OF
“ THEE; then whose shall.those things
“ be-which .thou hast provided 2 Luke
xil. 19,.20... Wherefore, .with respect
alsoto the.other part of the. punishment
for the original sin (viz. the doom /(o la-

- E bour )
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dour) let: those men, who thibk:them-
selves exempted, by their-rank-and dor-
tunesyofiomi:the. necessity -of -employ-
ment; who think they have a right to
spend their time, as well. as their -.moﬂn‘ey,
just-as:they please, for their own:amuse-
ment and . mere self-satistaction 3 and
seem to.enjoy leisure: and ease,: as. if
God’s general ordinancefe all mankind
had been partial, or of none effect ! Let
such men, I say, be réeminded: of.the
alarminig dreadful sentence prorounced
by ¢:the- Lord of -the vineyard " : in.the
parable. . ¢ Behold, these three years I
“:come sceking fruil on this-hig-tree;
“and find none: . cut it down why cum-
ibereth it the ground 2 %y How ab-
surd: therefore is ke pride ot those men,
"who'value themselves on account of ler-
ritorial: authority (whether = public. or
private)  and .yet live asif the 1mpors
tance,: -which - they assume -in right
pt S PEES EERCE R |

-
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of landed possessions; oi-hereditary rank
in-life; - might 'of itself ;he- esteemed a
sufficient,merit without.the . cultivation
of'any other ! But let them; remember,
that there isa ¢ Lord of the vineyard,” *
toswhom all  things -belong, 4 and to
whim a strict account must be render-
ed-of every frust; §-and: of every posses-
sion,: whether of lands, or of govern-
ments:: 'so:that ghe donmnions and es-
tates -of .all temporal lords and land-
owners (be their right of tenure ever so
un‘e'x"ceptionab}e among men) are yet so

S PO
“ Thc Lord most High ls}t&rrl ble; he 1 15 a great KJ ng

over all ﬂ:c earth.” Pbai \lvlf 2.7
4+ For though God }zat?tf wivinthd stirth to the children
of men,” Psal.'exv. 10, yet *“ the EARTH 1S THE LowrD's
and the fulness thereof, the world, and they that dwell

therein, *  Psal. xx1y. 1. f

1% For (the kingdom of heaven ts ) as a man travelling
1nto 2 far country, who called his own servants, and deli-
vered unto them his goods.  And unto one he gave five
talents, to another two,” &c. ¢ After a long time the
Lord of those scroants cometh, and reckoneth with them,”
fec. Matt, xxv. 14, t0 30, * Give an account of thy
stewardship : for thou mayest be uo longer steward, ”
Luke xvi. 2,

far



28
far:fromy being their own,'thateven they:
themselves, whenever they acquiie-a
habit of mispending their. .time .and
wealth, are justly esteemed: as INCUM--
BRANCES -upon that . very grouidyih
which all- their imaginiary conseguence
is planted!. Now, -shall we:envy: the
rich man’s enjoyment of - unemployed
leisuze, if this be the consequence . Far
better had: it:been for such a person to
liave. endured, -with the meanest-la
bourer, the ‘common lot of man, and in
‘the sweat of his face lo have eat his
bread, * than thus to have lived an un-
W dtth§ excepaon fo the O'eneml dcm ee'
thereby rendering - hlmself in the snght
of God, asone that “ ciiinberelh the
“ ground!” It would be well for
mankind, 1f the conszdem{ron of Lhis ‘sen-
tence might be estecmed also a general
Principle of . Action ; but, alas! we are
all too apt to nmpend ‘our time 1n some
deglee yet it is a fallmg to which, the

.I,i

* Gen. 1i1. 19,
rich



20

rich are more - particularlylidble. They
are. not . compelled by .necessity,: like
other meh, to think forthemselves ; and
from:thence a fatal, inconsiderate notion
1 too apt-to prevail among them,. viz.
that their time is their owny and there-
tore, as they.presume-upon a supposed
:sight.to spend their leisure, according to
their .own #ill and Pleasure, they . he-
essarily mispend their substance dlsq,
for which they iare-equally. accountable;
-and-as. richies " are. also .the -ordinary
-‘means.of procuring the sweets and en-
jovments of life, they are, .consequent-
ly, apcmtiiiual- source of temptation;: as
well - to {aQqUire them . unjustly, -as. 1o

-expend them improperly. I'rom hence,
probably, arises the extreme- danger of
riches to the spmtn‘ll welfare of ‘man-
"lxll](“ “ Venly T say unto you” (said
-out Lmd) “ that g #ich man shall hardl\»

¢ enter into the nglom of Fieaven,
* And'again I say .unto you, itis easier
4 S S - for

r ("
LY I
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« for a camel.to;go through theeve of
¢« needle, than for a.rich man to enter
“ into the kingdom of Gop.” Matt. xix.
23,.24.: ¢ Go.to:now, ye rick men,—
. weep and howl ‘for your miserics
¢ -that shall-come -upon you!” James
v.. 1.—¢ Son,- remember ‘that thou:in
“ thyilife-time -‘réceivedst thy : goed
““ things, and lkewise Lazarus evil
“,fthings :*.but now he is comforted;
«. and thouart tormented,” Luke xvi: 25.
It is,nevertheless, through the additional
Jaculty before-mentioned, which human
nature acquired by ‘the transgression of
our first parents (viz.the. Knowledge of
Good: and Evil) that Sin 1s 1mputed to
us, whether we be rich-or p001

Our spmtual Enem y-env 1ed the hap-:
and, therefore, ar tful]y led them fo the
cummal UbUlPﬂ,tIOH of Jorbidden Know-
Zedge, that they might, thereby, be ren-

dered accountablc to THE ITERNAL
by
JUDGE
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JuncE for all their thoughts, words,
and actions; and, through Knovledge,
become guilty before Gop, and con-
tinually subject to Sin and. Death:! For
this divine Knowledge obliges us (how-
soever we act) to approve, at least; of
virtuous actions, and to condemn vice ;
SO that W hen men transgress, 1t 1s, for
-tﬁé most part .’mowmfr{/, or myull e
dll(l as * the strength of sin is the Law,” *
so the guilt of every criminal actwn is
w:m Justice imputed to us, becuuse we
have wilfully offended against this na-
tural Light, or Law in our hearts, by
which we ought to have known how

‘“ .o rej}zse the evil, and clmse the ﬂ'ood "’
Isa. vil... 15. k

"The Gentllea, without the ls.nowledw
of qcripturre,. new er thC]ﬁbS acl\nowledﬁcd
tIllbxl)I‘lHCll)le 8 ]_mv ” (accordmﬂ to

Bl The sting of death ‘is sin; and the strength- of
¢ cin s Hu. Law. DBut t 1anks be to, Gud uhh‘:h giveth

«“ ys the’victory througli our Lord Jesis Christ.” " 1 Cor.
xv. 50, 57. '

Cicero) -



Cicero),  isa supreme: Reasonplanted in
“-fature,.which commands:what:oughs
«-tg bedone, and prohibilsthecontrary;
and: he .affirms,that ¢ the same. Rea-
 son, when it 1s established and péf-a
¢ fected 1nthe mind of man, 15" Law "

« Lex” (sas “hie, in his hrst Book
de Legzbus) «“ ‘¢st Ralio summd, insita
“.in Naturd; quee jubet ea qua fam--
‘“ henda. sunt,’ prolnbetque contraria.
“« ‘Fadém Ratio, cum est in liominis
« ‘mente conifirmata et confecta, Léx

“ est.” See Tom.. 4 of hh W orkq
pﬂlg* ' R ‘. |

Here the enlightened Heathen writer.
plainiy acknowledges the. Principle. as-
natural to Mankind (—* Ratio_sumina,.
‘“ {nsita in Nafzzr& )and\et esteemed-;
it, at the same tlme, a d’wme Alir zbu[e,
by-some means inipar ted” frot GOD.
(—* recta, et a numine Deoruni lraéla
“ ‘Batid ")-though | he m ‘S:.li‘ ¢ p‘rbliﬁbly be

. * Hamburgh Edition 1618. |

- unac-
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unacquainted with the occasion of its
being engrafted in Human Nature. He
mentions this Attribute again, in his
second Book de Natura Deorum, where
he speaks of Prudence, orthe choice of

Good, and rejection of Evil,  as a univer-
“ sal Law common to God and Man.”

“ Sequitur ut eadem sit 1n his, quein
¢ genere humano, ratio, eadem verilas
¢ utrobique sit, eademgue Lex ; que est
“ yecli praceplio, pravique depulsio. Lix
‘“ quo intelligitur, prudentiam quoque,
““ ef mentem 2 Diis ad homines perven-
“ gsse,” &e. (Tom. 4.p, 157.) And in
his first Book de Officiis, he more par-
“ticularly defines the Law of Nature in
Man, by describing the double bias of
soul, viz. Appetite and Reason, and in-
stead of laying dewn Appetite, or the
Pursuil of Happiness, as the Rule of Obe-
dience (which some very eminent and
learned lawyers bave done) he wisely
F reverses
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 reverses that rule, and thence forms an
_unexceptionable Rule of Action, viz.
that Reason must rule, but Appetite
obey. .See his own words : -* Duplex
- ¢ _est eplm Vis anmmorum, atque na-
% turee : una pars in appelilu posita est,
¢ que est opﬂrz Gi‘incé, que hominem
*“ huc, et illuc rapit: altera in ratione
% quee docet, et explanat, quid facien-
% dum, fugiendumgque sit. Ita it, ut Ratio
¢ preesit, JAppelilus. vero obtemperet.”
- Tom 4. p. 248.

He also clearly describes this natural
instinct, “ the Knowledge of Good. and
“ Evil,” under the title of Common Sense,
« Communis Intelligentia,” and lays it
“down as the Law, or Rule of Nature
(¢ Nature Norma”) for distinguishing
good Laws* from bad, right from
wrong, and honourable from base, which

* What a profitable and convenicent reduction n;igllt
be made in the bulk and number of our Statute Books,

(vspt cially of the later, mlumea) upon a revisal conducted

trictly according to this excellent rule ! ‘ .
certainly -

“

/
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certainly 1s @ much safer Principle to
rely on than ¢ Self-love.”

“ Atqui nos Legem donam 2 mala,
‘“ nulla ahla ms1 Nature Norma divi-
*“ dere possumus. Nec solum jus et
“ fnjuria & natura- dyuodicatur, sed
“ omnino omnia honesta, ac turpia.
“ Nam et CoMMUNIS INTELLIGENTIA
“ nobis notas res effieit, easque in ani- -
“ mis nostris inchoavit, ut honesta in
“ virtute -ponantur, 1n. vitlis lurpia.
“ Hewec autem in Opirione existimare,
“ non 1n Nafura posita, dementis est.”
De Legibus, Lib. 1. Tom. 4. p. 222.%
And the Apostle Paul has also given a
strong testimeny concerming the power
and influence of this instinct, or first
Principle planted in uman Nature.

‘He informs us, that some men, who
bhad not the wnitten Law of (od, were,

* Hamburgh Edition 3618.
| never-
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nevertheless, capable of doingby Nature:
(or Instinct) the things eontained in the:
Law—¢ For when the Gentiles, which
“ have not the Law, do by Nalure
* the ' things contained n the Law,
¢ these, having not the Law, are a Law

“ unlo themselves ;% which shew the
“ work

- #.We find a remarkable instance of the * Nutural
‘ Dictates-of Conscicnee,” in-the behaviourof Tubouras
“ Tamaide,” (a poor uninstrucicd mhabitant of the re-
mote island of Otaheite) when lic was unjustly charged:
with stealing a*knife. Thestoryis related in.the account
of Capt. Lomsquge (Vol. 2. p. 101.) and-the singulurity:
of the Cirf:lltmtu.n(:ts leads the writer to the following
remark : “ Upon this occasion it may be observed ™ (says
he) ¢ that these people have a. Kaviwledge of RIGITE
“ and WRONG from the mere dictates of Natural Con-
. " science ; and voluntarily conderan themselves when they:
“¢ do that to others,. which they would condemn cthers
“ for doing to them. That Tubourai Tamaide felt the
“ force of Moral Obligationis certuin ; for the imputitiod
“ of an actionwhich he considered “as.indifferent, would
‘“ not, when it appeared to be gmum!lusﬁ, have moved.
- him with such excess of passion.”—But to what shall.
we impute the lamentable Change of PRINCIPLE in the
same pcmnn,i*who was afterwards (on another occasiony
absolutely convicted of theft 7 May not thelicentious ex-
ample of the Dnnhsh (whose criminal.indulgences smong;
_thc poor Indian women, proved hat they had no fixed

regard
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“ work of the Law written in their
“ hearts, their conscience also bearing
“ witness 7 (or the conscience wit-
nessing with them) “ and their thoughts
“ the mean whiie” (or between thicm-
selves) ¢ accusing, or else execusing one
* another;” &c. Romans 11. 14, 15.

This necessarily "1mplies a nafurat
Knowledge of GooD and Evil, so that
this divine faculty, or instinct m lhe
Nature of Man, seems plamly to be the
erand Principle, whereby men, who
have * nol the Law, are a Law unio
« themselves.” (Rom. ii. 14.) And this
[ apprchend to be, pm;')érl}', “ THE
«“« LAW OF NATURE” in NAN, the
LEaw wrillen on our hearls, or the Con-
science, which bears witness with us, as
the Apostle declares i the following

regard for that pure religion which they. professed), have
occasioned the corruption of the puor Heathen’s morals,
and natural Principles of Virtue? He was certainly be-
" gome & worse man by his acquaintance with them!

verse ;
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verse :—Our * thoughts the mean while
“ accusing; or else excusing us ;"—for
there are few men so bad, as not to
have been, at some time or other,
sensible of remorse, through the ac-
cusation above mentioned of (heir
thoughts, ov Conscience. I'or what
are these fhoughts which accuse and
excuse, but Conscience 1tselt; that 1s,.
the very same Principle, only difter-
ently expressed by the Apestle, for the
“sake of explanation? And again, this
Conscience, which bears witness, 1s not
a different, or distinct Principle from
“ the Knowledge of Good and Euvil”
but only another name or mode of ex-
pressing the same Principle ; or if it be
so defined by some writers, as to ap-
pear in any degree djfferen! or distinct
from the laiter, it cannet, at most, be
otherwise esteemed than as a different
effect of that same Divine Knowledge:
and the like may be said of Sinderesis
(quvrnonas) as well as of “the Law of

‘“ Reason;”
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“«¢ Reason;” both of which some au-
thors bave treated as distinct Principles
from Conscience, notwithstanding that
all these separate heads, Sinderests,
Reason, and Conscience, are necessarily
resolved into one single principle or
foundation, viz. ¢ the Knowledge of good
“ and Eoil,” to which the enquirer 1s
naturally led, n attempting to define
them ; for indeed this same indentical
Prmoaple or Power 1s equally attributed
Fto them all. “ Sinderesis” (saya the
author of Doct. et Student) “ 1s a na-
“ tural Power of the soul, set 1n the
““ highest part thereof, moving and
“-stirring it lo Good, and abhorring
« Evil”*, What 1s Sinderesis there-
tore, when thus explained, but the na-

| tural

’

* See Doct. et Stud. English version, 1668 and 1746,
Dialogue 1. Cap. 13; but in'the Latin copy of 1604, it
is in‘the 11th Chapter., *¢ Sindercsis est wis motiva seu
“ potentia naturalis anime rationalis, que semper est

“ nata figi 1In superionbus p'uubus animae motens et
¢ stimuluns
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tural Knowledge in Man to reject the
Evil, and chuse the Good 2 REASON 1s
also explained by this celebrated au-
thor to . the same effect:— ¢ After
“ (or according to) the Doctors—/iea-
“ son (savs he) is the power of the Soul
“ that discerneth between GOOD and
« EviL,.and between Goob and BET-
“ TER, -comparing the one with the
« other : the which also sheweth virtues,
“« Joveth Goon, and fielh \;TI.CES. " ¥

In

% stimulans ad noxNuUM, ¢t abhorrens MaALUM,” &c.
Daoct. ct Stud. Cap..11. And again : * Sinderesis ctiam est
““ Principium quo ad speculativa ct quo ad operativa ;”
(and therefore a “* Principle of Action.” )" Exemplum de
speculativis ; ut omne totum-est majis sua parte, «quod-
libet est, vel non est. Lixemplum de operativis ut nullum
MaLUM st furiendum: RONUM est prosequendum ct -
similia. B, ideo, Sinderesis dicitur & quibusdam Lex
Ratioms, quia principra Leges Rationts ministrat, quae
ei insunt a Natwre,” &e,  Ibid, Cap, 11, '

* See Chap. 14. in the Tnglish versions of 1688 and
1746; but the 12th Chapter in the Latin original ac-
cerding to the ‘Edition of 16041 Retio, secundum Doc-
tores, est ipsa “vis' animae rafionalis quae consulit et dis.

| o cernit
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In‘the beginning of the Chapter; he
expresses himself; as if he supposed-that
Man was indued with thisdivine faculty
of Reason before the fall, every' at the
time “ when he was- created’ " ¥ g

,, | o doctnne’

cernit infer BONUM ¢f MALUM et MELIUS ¢omparando
tinum ad alterum, que ctiam virtutes cligit, et Deum di-
ligit. Etdicitur non solum Cognitiva, sed etiam Mot:ra,

(and therefore a “ principle. of Action.”) ** Cum autem.
¢t iudlcat dhquul esse bonum vel smalum et ibi sistit, sic
‘dicitur Cognitica: si vevo ullerius procedat, indicando
- aliquid esse bonum’ ut fat; vel malum’ ut evitetur, sic
dicitur Motiva. St vero adhuc amplius procedat et
“ non solum indicat aliquid essc donum ut fiat, sed etiam
¢ id fieri appetit, sic dicitur fiberum arbitrium, num libe-
“ rum a:bmuum '1pprchendlt rationem, et voluntatem.

-&c. Cap 19

] 4

‘i

* Cap 1 ““ De Ratione. - Quando primus Hamo.
& dreatus cst percepit duplicem ) Deo oculum. ~ Exte-
¢ riorem scilicet et Interiorem. Exteriotem carnis quo
¢ visibilia cerneret, It intciiorcm Rationis quo invi-
“ sibilia denosceret’ atyue divina: per illam carnis ut
< yisibiles posset hostes aspicere, cognoscere, et viiare,
“¢ ner illum Rativnis, ut spirituales hostes contra ani-
“ mam decertantes superare valeret,” &c, Thus Eng-
lished in the Editions of - 1608. and’ 1746, Chap. 14.
Of Reason,  “FFhen the first Man Adam: was created,
“ he received of Gop a double cye, that is -to say,
‘“ an outward eye, whereby Le might see visible things,

e :‘ G *and



L

49

doctrine which, certainly, is, erroneous.
That our first parents received from
Gpd,_ whcp they were {irst created, a
due proportion of Reason suited to. their
orlgmal condition, 1s.not to be doubt-
ed ; bui: there is no authority whatever
to warrant the su pposition of their being
at first mdued with' that Perfection of
Reason, that Attribute of a Divine
and Spiritual Nature, which aftérwards
became natural to Mén'{ thqugh the
worthy author apparently means this
supreme degree of Reason,. when he tells
us, that Man, by the gift of Reason, 18
“ made like lo the dignily of, angels,*
“« discerning truth from falsehood, and
« Evil from Good ;” whereasit appears

“ and know his bodily enemies, and eschew them ;.
* and an ioward eye, that is, the eye of reason, whereby.
‘“ he might see his spiritual enemies that fight against his
¢ soul, and beware of them,” &c.

* ¢ — per quam etiam Angelicam imitatur dignitatem
¢ & falso discernendo. verum,; et & bono malum. Quam.’
¢ obrem valde .4 sua degenerat origine quotics verttatem
““ discernere negligit, atque malum bono prepmut ” 1bid,
c. 12, | ‘

VEry
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very plainly from the Scriptures, that
this Perfection of Reason was afterwards
acquired by unlawtully eating the fruit
of the Tree of Knowledge ; for it is plain,
that the desire of acquiring Knowledge
was part of the temptation to transgress :
(*“a.tree to be desired to make one wise,”
said the deluded Woman) and it was
- not until they had both of them eaten
the forbidden fruit, that God said,
¢ Behold, the Man ¢s become AS ONE OF
"« ys, to know Good and Euvil;” (Gen.
1. 22.) thereby plainly alluding to the
Knowledge then newly acquired by the
fonbldden fruit; and. they were driven
out of the garden, we are expressly
told, to prevent a further acquisition to
the Nature of Man,. viz. ¢ lest he put
““ forth his band, and take (Q)) ALSO
“ of the” tree-of Life, and eat and live
A fO? ever ;" and therefore 1t 1s certain,
that Man was not enhohtened by the
Divine Law of Reason within himself,
' - when.
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wlien he was first created ; or at least
not with so great a share of it, as has
since been justly attributed to Iuman
Nature.

The third article which I have betore
mentioned, as ‘a principle neces:sanly
included in that divine Knowledge of
Good and Evil, which out first parents
unlawfully took upon themselves, is
CoNsCIENCE ; “and the ingenious author
of Doctor d,]ld Student, before quoted,
in describing the meaning-of the word
Conscience, has accordingly explained it
exactly as if he had been detimng the
true purpose of the former Principle,
the Divine Knowledge of Good and Evil.
« So Gop” (say he) “ has placed Con-
“ science in the midst of the rational
“ soul,’as a light by which it should
« discern what it ought fo do, or ought
¢« not to do.”* This is exactly the
* « Sic Deus posait Conscientiam in medio anima

‘ rationalis, tanguam Lumen quo discernet quid facere,
“ vel non facere debeat,” Doct. et Stud, c. 13.

pu rpose
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purpose. of ““ the Knogledge of Good -and
« FEuil,” viz. that we should use it ¢ as
“ a hight to-disecern . what we ought to
“ do, or ought not.to: do,” or,:1n -Scrip-
ture words, that we “ may know to refuse
“« the Evil, and: choose the Goad.” 1sa,
viL, 15. and again an‘the 16th verse...

1 10m what 11'15 bcm said, it must -
pear, that Consczence, Reason, and. .Sm
dezeszs, thowh* someu_mes tuated db'
dzslmct Pr mc:ples, _:u*e IIC\eI‘tLLIESS
essentlfﬂly jqqnded %n} one Greal Prin-
ciple, viz. the Divine Knouwledge of
Goop and -EviL; and svhen,our first
parents, 0011tra1'y tor'the commands: of-
‘God, took that Knatwledge upon them--
selves; the immediate -effects of 1t were
the most pungent uorkmgs of. Con-
science ! They. were conscious . of their
dlsobedlence to Ged ! Conscious of their
sh‘am'e”and n'll«.ed..less' C'onsczous that
the Divine Justice must pursue them; so
that they would have even hid them-
RUNINY selves,
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selves, had it been possible, from the pre-
sence of their Almighty Creator ! But
how vain was the attempt to fly from
(od’s universal presence, * when thev
could noteven separate themselves from
the anxious warmings and {orebodings
even of their own Consciences! 1'or Con-
science mantained its new hahitation in
their throbbing breasts, attending them

it their most seeret retirement with a
stingine remembrance of thewr disobe-
dience and imgratitude ! And as the
wiltul taking of Conscience upon them-

? The umversal presence of God is most elecantly
Jesenbed Ly the Psalmist: < Oh! wlather <hall 1 {0
Yo from AR irit ¢ or whither <hail I fice from thy pre-
Li

sence? {1 ] aseend up into heaven, thou art there, 1f

* 1 make my bed inhelly behold, thou ast there, I
0

tahe the winas of the morming, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the seay cren there shall thy hand lead
e, and iy rieht hand shall hold me. 10T say, sarely
tie daraness shall cover me: even the wvight shall be
“ Dt about e (hat ogs, with respect to God's
reowledge of iny thougts and actions) @ * yea, the dark-
“mess kadeth not from thee,” &e. See the whole 159t
Pealm O Lord, thou bast scarched me, and known me,”

J& C.

ak
1é

(11

selves
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sclves was the cause of all their misery;
so the cfieet of that one fault was the
entatling Sin and Death on all their
descendants (who by the Laws of Na-
(ure must, nccessarlly, partake of that
Nature which thew parents so unhap-
pily assumed) for thus—“ by one Man
“ Sin gentered mto the world ” (as we
arc 1nformed by the great Apostle of

the Gentiles) “ and Death by Sin ; and
““ so Death passed upon «ll Men” (2 ¢ )

o’
m or through whom “all have sin-
“ped.” For wntil the Law” (that 1,
even belore the written Law of Moses)
«« Sinwas m the world: Aiso* Sin 1s
““ not imputed when there 1s no Laz,
“« But + Death reigned trom Adam
¢ 1o Moses, even over them who had

« not smned after the sumilitude. of

* Aflso, or morcocer—The original word is 8, which
i1 this place, on account of the context, scems more in-
telligible i rendered also, than ¢ but ;7 which latter IS
the common version, |

+ But scems better to express the meaning of A2 in
this place, than the common rendering nevertheless, which
oives @ different turn to the sense.

“ Adam’s
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«« Adam’'s transgression,” &c. (Ronw v.
12. to 14.) Apparently meaning, that
as “ Death” (which was the effect and
punishment of imputed Sir) © reigned
“ from Adam to-Moses,” (that is,
“ untif the Law,” 0:)5:.?!'1?0{1-.%) s0 we ought
to conclude, - that some sort of Law,
previous to that of Moses, preceded Sin,
as Sin preceded Déallz, viz. (“ as Sin,
“ hath- reigned unlo Death,” see ver.
91.).for otherwise Death could not have
reigned before the wrilten Law; and
consequently the Law, to be understond,
by which « Sin entered into the world,”
and-by which « ' Death passed upon all,”
and “ rei’.ghed Srom Adam (o JMoses,”
was the Law of internal Anowledoe, or
Conscience, by which all Men; from 'the
time of our first: parents (-Christ alone
excepted) are convicted Sinners ! I'or as
the Ways of Man arc not equal to his
assamed Anowledge, he is therehy ren-
idered guilly, and obnoxious to the efer-

nal
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1.
nal Justice of Gop, ¢ 1n whose sight shall
“ no man living be justiied!” (Psal.

exlin, 2.) |
Hence a temporal DeaTh, or depar-
ture trom this world, 1s not the only fruit,
ot Sin, but there 1s also a “ certain fear-
“ Jul looking for of judgment, and fiery
“ indignation,” &e. (Hebrews x. 27.)
the sense  of whieh 1s so deeply im-
. printed on the human Conscience, that
even the most hardened offender is, at
come time or other, affected with-1t¢
otherwise St coudd not be esteemed
“ the Sting of Death”—VYor 1f the na-
tural light of Human Reeson would
permit inen to duige themselves with
a positive assurance, that Death 18
really the last period, or final dissolution
of their existence, the Consciousness of
Sin would not 1creasc the Fear of
Death, and could not, therefore, with
propriety be esteemed « the Sting of
§ v Death.”
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“ Death” Deathis,indeed, the King of
~ Terrors ;. and Nature shrinks at its ap-
proach! But the anguish of the guilty
and unbelieving soul springs from a
deeper source than Death! viz. the
dread of what must follow it! This is a
further. effect of Reason and Human
Knowledge : for though a man refuses
to be: bound by. the eternal Laws of
Reason, yet Reason will inform him of
his guilt, and its deserts, and vindicate
her injured Laws by dreadful expecta-
tion! -for-the very Devils believe and
“tremble! (James i1. 19.)

~ Horrible gloom ! when Reason sees no:
ground for hOpe !-;Tllus Conscience,
though not obeyed, 1s Conscience still ;
and a time, we know, will surely come,
‘when men shall “’begin to say to the
¢ mountains, fall on us ; and to the hills,

¢ coverus!” (Luke xxiii. 30.) *
Death

¥ Sec also Revelation vi. 15, 16. “* And the Kings
* of the Earth, and the great men, and the rich men,

1 39‘
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Death, therefore, it -is manif st, is
not the only object of the sinner’s fear,
-or men would never seek a hiding-place
in what must be their graves; by wishing
to be buried under the very mountains
and hills, with the vain'hope of secreting
themselves trom the wrath to come}

—And who 1s free from@n?——-ln the
sicht of God “ shall no T living be

“ justified,” (Psal. cxliii. 2.) And “ with-
“« out sheddingof BLOOD isno remission.
(Heb. ix. 22.)° Wherefore it is mani-
fest, that:the B1.00D of every' man 1s for-
feited before God1—But the Almighity
was graciously pleased to accept the
BLOOD of animals (probably as an ac-
knowledgment of that forfeiture, and as

‘¢ and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every
“ bondman, und every freeman” (for all will be ryval i
that tremendous day) * hid themselves in the dens, and
¢ in the rocks of the mountains; and said, Full on us,
‘“ and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the
*“ throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great

““ day of his wrath is come, and who shall Le ablo te
¢ stand ?” |

atype
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a'type of a future and :more efiectual re-
demption)- to atene for himan guilt—
«« Forthe'life-of theyfesh” (said God to
Moses) « isin the BLOOD : and I have
¢ ovven it loyou upon lhe alfar, TO MAKE
‘ AN ATONEMENT for your souls:” for
“ it is the BLOOD that makes an ATONE-
“ MENT for the SOUL.” (ch XVIL. 11.)

#

But as the N\ ecesszlz/ ty" Redemptmn E
thus obvious, so the means ¢f oblaining
it has been as clcarly revealed:  and
ghere;fore the same innate Knewledge of
Good and Evil, which has rendered us
obnoxious. to Gon's Eternal Justice
through dlsobedlence, will lead us (if
we use it, as we ought) to repentance
and amendment; and consequently to:
reconciliation and eternal happiness,
through that more efiectual propitiation
and redemptlon, to whichi all mankind
are .invited by the Redeemer himself,
who is “fhe WAY and the Truth,. and

“ jhe Life :” as “ 5o man comelh unto
“ the
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¢ the Father,bulbyhim.”(Jobn xiv.0.)
“ For if through the offence of’ ONE”
(our: first-- parent ' Adam).« . MaNY be
“ dead; much more the grace of God,
“ and the gift by grace, (which is) by
“ ONE .JMan, Jesus Christ, hath abound-
““ ad unto MANY.. And not as (it was)
“ by one that:simned .(so is) the gift;
“ for the yudgment’ (was) by .one to
“ condemmnation, but:the free gift (7s)
“ of many offences sunto: justification,”
&e.:(See’the contrast aslcarried. fon by
the Apostle Paul; in the 5th chapter of
hisiEpistle to ‘the Romans.) - ‘
BTN BN SRR PR ,
Menseldom1all,indeed, unto any very
gross gffence.against ‘the FEternal Larw,
till. they are énitiated;asitwere, by lesser.
crimes; and have gradually stifled -the
natural restraint of the ianate Knowledge
or ‘Conscience ‘beforedescribed; and
 then they are no longer worthy to be cal-
led Men, bemmg more properly Brutes ;

because
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because Conscjence, or-the: Knowledge of
Good and Evil, which should distinguish:
the Nature of Men' from Brutes, doth
no longer influence their actions, .

The'state, indeed, of. such unhappy
men. 1s worse than that of brutes; be:
cause there is still another. .capital dis-
tinction 1In their - nature, which wicked
men. cannot cast.ofi, as they do Consci-
ence ’——they haye- a living Soul, which
must, ey 1tab]}r, be accountable for all
their actions, as I have before remarked;
and, therefore, when they prefer the
temporal gratifieation of their passions
(whether ot - Pride, Love .of . unlimited
Power, Avarice, Lust, Hatred, or Sel-
fishness ) to the eternal welfare of their
souls, they may be said to seld them»
selves for nought ;- because :all unlawful
passions are increased, instead of being
satisfied, by indulgence; so that there

I8
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is no Bondage so wretched as that of
Sin ; * no Slave so truly miserable,as the
man who is @ Slave to his passions. + And,
therefore when we, -are endeavouring
to trace out “the Law of Nature and
““‘Principles of Action in Men,” it would
be unreasonable . to search for it among
Slaves (I mean those that are Slaves to
their passions) because such MEN are
nol'their own masters, and consequently
are not- worthy the name of Mun. It
would be neither just or charitable to

¥ “ They allurﬁjfthmugh the lusts of the flesh,
‘ through much -wantonness, those that were clean (or
* foralittle) escaped from them who live in error. While
¢ they promise them Liherty, they themselves are the Ser-
¢ gants (or Slaves) of Corruption: for of whom a man
¢ is pvercome, of the same 1s he brought in Bondage,
2 Pet.ii. 18, 19. Sec also the remainder of the same
chapter for the lamentable consequences of that wretched

Bondage, the Service of Sin'!

4+ ¢ Whosoever committeth Sin, is the Servant (or
¢ Slave) of Sin.” (John viil, 34.)— IFor the truth of
¢ this conclusion no further or better proof can be ex-
“ pected than our Saviour's authority,”  Dr." Jackson,
PBook 10. Ch, 17.°
o draw



50

draw our conclusions coneerning the
Nuture of Man trom that deprayed state
of Human Nuaiure, wherem the proper
and natural distinction ot Manhood (the
KNxowLEDGE of (oo and Lvit, which
we nalurally mheyit from our tirst pa-
rents) has lost its intluence !

No Max, indeed, 1s perfect ; neither
are ALL MEX depraved ¢ and though thie
depraved state of man may, perhaps, be
most gereral, 1t, certamly, 1snot wuni-
versal 3 and therctore “ the universal
“ Principle of Action in Man’ 15 not to
be drawn from thenee.  But it will be
still much more profitable for us to re-
member (when auny Rule of Obedience 15
proposed as an wniversel Principle of
Action ) that it 15 not so much our busi-
ness or iterest to trace out what REAL-
LY IS “ the univepsal Principle of Jc-
“ (ion,” as what it ovcnr 1o pE. 1 have
already produced the testimony of the

Mokt
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most learned and able lawyer among
the Heathens, that « the Knowledge of
“ Good and Evil” 1s an universal Prin-
ciple, natural to mankind; and he so
far esteems it as ““ & Rule of Gbedience,”
that he lays.it down as the foundation
of Law. “ For Law” (says he againin
another place) #1s:nothing else but
““ right and divinely inspired Reason,
“ commanding “whal is honest, and
““ forbidding - “the conlrary.” * But a
modern, though very learned and re-
spectable, law. commentator, has re-
terred us to a difterent Prinéiple, as a
** Rule of Gbedience,” which is very lia-
ble to be misunderstood : he miorms us
in page 41, vol. 1. that the Creator ¢ has
+ graciously reduced the Rule of Obe-
“ dience tothis one paternal Precept,—
« That Man shall pursue his own Hap-
" piness.” ¢ This,” (says he) « s the
* ¢ Tst ebim Lex mhil aliud, nisi RECTA et & Rumine
“¢ Deorum tracty Ratio imperans honesta, prohibens
“ contraria.” (Orativ Philippica 11, Vol. 2. p. 487.)
o I ““ foun-

—
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“ foundation . of what we call Ethics,
‘“ or natural Law.” Yet, 1n justice to

the worthy author,.it must be allowed,
that the Happiness, which he speaks of,
is not selfish, partial, or sensual Happi-
ness. (for that would be a very improper
subject for a * palernal Precept ™) but
“ real . Happiness,” ‘and “ substantial
““ Happiness,” as he: further expresses
nmself in the:same'page ; and no Hap-
‘piness can.be “.real,”-or *“ substantial,”
-which 1s not lasting ; so that it is plain
this'eminent writer-meaus that lasting
“ and substantial  -Heppiness” alone,
which arises froin Obedience to the will
oi God: for the Knowledge of which he
refers us, at the sametime, tothe Holy
Scriptures. See the following page 42.

‘ Yet evefr such. “ substantial 'HQ{;}}H‘-
“ ness” canonly be called an effect, of
which a conscientious Obadicnce to the
will of (xﬁd 1S oie Q/ lkc causes ;- but the

_m'mzm J

o
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primary cause, or molive to that Obe-
dience i1 good Men, is still different from
both; and yet none of them can be the
proper foundation of Lthics; or natiiral
Law.

The learned author has - himselt as-
signed a- more probable foundation 1n
the preceding page, to which perhaps
he might mean to refer by the prono-
minal adjective  This,” in the sentence
which- immediately - follews hw “ one
““ pmaternal Precept,” (viz. * This 1s the
“ foundation of whatwe call Ethics, or
« natural Law,”) for he observes in p.
49, that, « CoxSIDERING the Creator
« only as a Being of infinite Power, he
“ wasable unquestionably to have pre-
“ scribed-whatever-Laws he pleased to
“ his creature Man, however unjust or
< severe.. But-ashe s also a Being
« of infinite Wisdom; he has laid down
“« onlytsuch Laws as’ were founded in
“ (hose rielations of-Justice that exsted
. “ 1



00

“ 1n the nature of things, antecedent
~ “ to ;any positive Precept.”—THOSE
~ « RELATIONS of JUSTICE,” then, on
which the other Laws are fournded,
are properly THE FouNDATION. And
 these” (the learned writer himself
tells us in the following sentence) « are
“ the elernal immutable LAws of GOOD
“ and EvIL, to which the Creator him-
‘“ self, in all hisdispensations, conforms;

‘““ and which -he has enabled Hwmnan
“ Reason to discover, so far as they are
‘“ necessary for the conduct of human
“ actions.” Thus THE. FOUNDATION
i1s clearly laid down, and there 1s no oc-
casion to assign dany other Molive of
Obedience to the several Laws on this
Foundation, than:-what is mentioned in

* the same sentence, viz. Human Reason,
by which men are enabled to discover
“ these eternal and immutable Laws of

“ Good and Evil,” ~-For the Knowledge
of what 7s Good, or what is Ezil, is
surely a suflicient Motive for chusing the

| one,
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one, and rejecting the other; because
Good, when known, 1s as truly amiable
in itself, as Ewvil 1s detestable and fright-
ful; so that the former most naturally
engages our preierence, without any
other Motive than this natural Know-
ledge of their respective qualities.

~ Sinister Motives do, nevertheless, too
freqlientl) prevail, through the extreme
ﬁ'ultv of Human Nature, which enga-
ges the greater part of mankind in the
pursuit of tempogal Interest, or partial
~and sensual Happiness !

So that, if the learncd commmentator
had mentioned Self-love, as the general,
instead - of the “ universal Principle of
“ Aotion,” 1 should not have thought
myself obliged to have taken particular
notice of that part of his work.

Several reasons may be assigned why
it cannot be admtted as the < universal
““ Principle of Action.” |

And,
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And, fiist,” Because ‘the. most worthy
actions, as 1 have already:observed, are
frequently - occasioned by a more ‘gene-
rous motive than :Self-love. |

Secondly, Because bad men are some-
times prompted to good actions, through
the influence of their own natural Know-
ledge of Good and Evil, when the occa-
sion happens not to mterfere with therr
particular views of pri'x"tte Interest, or
their 1)1edon11nant Pasmons * for, 1if
this was not the case, it is obvious

(con-

% A more remarkable instance of this perhaps was:
never known, than what my own grandfather experienced
in-his acquaintance with the Lord Clhancellor Jefferics,
who was, _perkaps, the most abandoned time-server of.
those days (if we except his companion inaniquity, Ge--
neral Kirk.+ -Dr, Sharp was as totally different and

opposite

+ ¢ It would not have been possible” (says Rapin, speaking
of Chancellor Jefferies and General Kirk) ¢ for aim® (Kiug Jaines.
the 11d.) “ to have found in the kingilom tiwo men more void of all
it hﬁfﬁgfu}:, of all Hurour, and all i mnnnffyi They swere fug
~ tygers chafed with blood, .who had no pleasure bul in carncge. ?
Tom 10. p. 30, | |
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{considenng the great multitude of sel-
JSish men m.comparison of the Juss ) that
Societyf:(:ould' not exist. |

Aml tlmdlv Because bad actions,
which most abound manifestly tend,
‘evreu in_the opinion .of the offenders
theiﬁselveq to defeat the most essential
purposes of Seif-love ; for the mosthard-

~opposite to the 'C&;nééﬂaﬁ,' in every part-of his character,
as 1twas possible for.any map to be; yet the Chanccllor
cntertametl a very parnculnr regard and estcem for him.
‘He tredited the Doctor very murrhlv indeed, when he had
-revgived hisiRoyal Master's orders to prosecute Lim for

preaching against Popery ; but in every other pumt which
ﬂi(l not interfere with his time-serving principles und pofi-

tu,s._. he'was: jalways li.'l{]y to:shew favour and hindness to
Dr. Sharp, whenever her had.an opportunity ; and happy
it was for him tlnt he did s0; for afterwaids, in the time
of his ‘distress, when a just retribution of w orldly trouble
overtovk him, (insomuch that, he was not onlyv a prisoner,
expecting in his turn a severe execution of the Laws for his
tnjustice and craelty, but also grievously afflicted with the
stunc, and other discases, in consequence of his former

htemperance,), Dr. Sharp, was the only person who
aﬂ‘urdcd him any comfurt in“his misery; for he regularly
visited the unhappy man in his confinement, and used
his best endeavours - to alleviate his distress, and prepare
L for another world by advice and exhortaticn.

: ened
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ened sinners are consciots, through their
innate Knowledge of Good and Evil, that
their unlawful temporary gratifications
tend to deprive them of their “real”
and “ substantial hap pmess, viz. Eter-
nal Saivation 3 for if they had not this
Consciousness of Evil, there could be no
such thing as presumptuous sin.
A\ ;

Self-love, however, under proper re-

strictions, is certainly a'main branch of

the Law of Nature ; and, thouo*h it can-
not be admitted as the ¢ universal Prin-

“ ciple of Action ; 1s nevertheless an un.
versal Principle ; but it eannot be ad-
mitted as a* Rule of Obedience,” be-
cause there are many occasions when it
ought to be superseded by more noble

'\{lotu es to Action.

The Knowledge of Good and Evil is
also an wuniverial Principle in Man
though 1t is still much farther from be-

| - Ing
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ing ¢ the universal Principle of Action”
# than'Sel If- jove 3 and indeed my pre-
sent attempt is not to prove what is the
“ sniversal Principle of Action,” but
only what i ought to be, as 1 before re-
marked ;. being convinced, that ¢ the
““one paternal Precept” laid down by
the learned Law Commentator (though
certainly with good ntentions, and pro-
bably with good authority . from other
Laaw Writers) as the ‘* Rule of Obedi-
¢ ence,” (viz.“ that we should pursue
¢ our own Happiness” ) 1svery defective ;
because the very Rule itself requires a
‘multitude of other Rules to restrain it
withimdue bounds, and curb the Self
love of ‘individuals for the .benefit of
sdciet-v |

| '\othmfr 1S SO lmble to be misunder-
‘stood as ¢ our own Happmess ;7 for
| vheu Self alone 1s the objéct, " Self-love
can imply noth]no‘ but Partiality and
Se_lf preference ; so that such « @ Rule

K qu‘
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“.of Obedience” is liable to afford a
handle of excuse for actions of mere
Self-gratificalion, to which the learned
and worthy author (or, perhaps, rather
the adopter) of the hypothesis would be
entirely averse: a Slaveholder, for in-
stance, might alledge, that he  pursues
“ his oun Happiness,” by extarting the
unwilling service of other men, because
heis thereby enabled to maintain him-
seif and family; not only comfortably,
but elegantly; and that the maintes-
ance.and supportof the sugar islands,
and:.consequently the happiness ot his
wealthy neighbours, depends upon the-
cmploying of slaves; so that social bene-
fits do also ‘arise from it ‘and he will
likewise alledge, that he 1s obliged by
“ Self-love” to persist 1 the measure,
hecause he cannot maintain the’ same
Happiness ‘and comfmt by any Othel
means; so that he does nok act contrary
to « the Law of Nature,” or the « Rule

—u?f
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“ of Obedience,” as laid:down by'tﬁ%*
most eminent writers on the subject! *

Thus the “ paternal Precept” (as it
1s called) of pursuing our own Happi-
ness, may lead men to form a false esti-
mate of necessity (or what they may
think themselves obliged fo undertaks,
{rom their particular situation in life)
and wﬂl afford them the hike cxcuse
for any other vice, on which a man’s
temporal subsistence depends.

Tt 1s theleforc an oblique Rule, which.
111%01151bly declines into mere Self-grati-
Jfication, or private Interest, which is the
bane of Lquity and Justice; so that
Se f “Jove can no otherwise be admltted
as a Rule, than for the purpose of mea-
surma' the due’ proportion of that Love

.. mhwk we owe (0 the rest of mankind,

ag 1‘66’!.])10 to a real ““ palernal Precepl”
that
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that will never deceive us; * Thou shalf
“ Jpve thy- Nezghbour as thyself.” Lev.
xix. 18,

This excellent maxim of the Old Lato
15 strongly enforced and recommended
in the New Testament, w hich Sh‘lll
hereafter be shewn : nay, the very Hea-
thens, it seems, were not entirely igno-
rant of this Divine Precept; for the
favourite maxim of the Emperor Alez-
ander Severus was much to the same
effect, according to the report of Lam-
pridius, quoted by the learned Joseph
Mede, Book 3. p. 550. viz. “ Quod tibi
“ fieri nonvis, alleri ne feceris.” * Do
“ not to another, what you would
‘“ not have done to yourself.” Neither
has the doctrine been overlooked by
the writers on the Law of Nature,
Hobbes very judiciously refers us fo
this Rule of Obedience, < for the easy'

“* knowledge of what the Law of Nature
“ dictates.”
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« dictates.” “  When a man doubts”
(says-he) « whether what he is.going (o
“ do: to-anolher be agreeable (o .the
“ LAW:OF .NATURE, let him suppose
‘“-himself in the others room.” “ IFor by
““ this:means” (continues he)“ when
““ Self-love and.the other passions,
““ winch weighed down one scale, are
““ taken thénce, and put into the con-
““ frary scale, 1t 1s ‘easy to guess which
 way the. balance will turn.” And-
Baron Puflendorf * remarks thereupon,
that—¢ this 1s no other than the great
‘“ Tule prescribed by our Saviour him-
“ self, of domg o Men as we would be
‘“ done by.”

" The learned Baron, nevertheiess, re-
marks in the following paragraph—
“ that this Precept cannot be esteemed
“a Sundamental Axiom of the Law of
‘“ Nature ; since 1t 1s only a corollary

l'ﬁL{ajw of Nature and Nations, as transiated by
Basil Kennet,  QOxford, 1710. p. 109. ;
| Y



70

 of that Law, which obhigesus fo hold’
‘“ alli-Men equal with "ourselies; and
«<-therefore -may- be demonstrated a
““ .priors.” But howsoever it may.be.ca-
pable of being demonstrated, yet thisis
nojust' objection to Holibes's. excellent
rule for knowing,—*¢ what the Law of
‘“ Nature dictales;” esjpecially as - the
learned; objector secms, afterwards, to
have sought iz vain for a more  funda-
< mental  Axiom of the Law. of . Na-
“ {ure:” for--1. cannot find, tliat. any
thing, he has afterwards proposed, s at
all worthy to be compared with it,, eis
ther,as ¢ a Foundalion, ora - Rule of
“ Qbedicnce.”

Nevertheless, in justice to the learned
Baron, I must obser ve, that he has w ell*
defended this general Rule against the
objection of Dr. Shar rock.

«Dr.-Sharrock is of opinion” {says’
he) « Lhat ‘this rule s not universal,
Lo because,
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<« because, if so, a .judge ‘must meeds
-¢¢ iabsolve the criminals left to his sen-
. tence; 1nasmuch as he’ would cer-
<, tainly spare his own life, were he in
““itheir.place: I must needs givéa poor
“ petitioner what sum soever he desires;
¢ because I should. wish to .be thus
“.dealt with, if'I was in his condition :
“ or I must clean my servant's shoes;
* because I require him-to clean mine.”
‘“ But the rule” {says .the learned
Daron) « will still femainunshaken,.'if
.““.we observe, that.rof ONE Scale only,
““. but BOTH are lo be considered; or that
“ Tam not only to-wergh' and examine
“ what 1s agreeable to me, but likewise
¢ what obligation or‘inecessity hes on
<. the other person, and what 1 can de-
<mand of him, without injuring-either
« of . our, duties.” "Book 2. Chap. 3.
e B0 B o T e
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. Neitherdoes the Baron’s own objec-
tion, which immediately follows, inthe
least’affect the propriety of Hobbes's rule
s for-the easy Knowledge of what the
- Law of Nature diclates:” for though
the nature of a Rule, or Principle of
-Doctrine (differing from active Princi-
ples ) be such as to induce the necessity
of supposing a :prior Principle, or In-
“stinct: imman, whereby . he may be- ena-
bled.td suggest, adopt, approve, or obey
-this or:any other: Rule, (which seemis to
be.the reason-of the:Baron’s refusing to
acknowledge this.excellent rule, as < a
“ .fundamental ‘Axiom- of the Law of
« Nature) yet the learned: Baron him-
self has multiplied the: difficulty, by
assigning-still -another” Rule;, or 1mere
Principle of: Doctrine (viz. the. holding
allMen equal: with ourselves) as the
foundation of this Rule, instead of a renl
first Cause, such as the immediate In-
spiration of God ; the Revelation of his

Will
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Will-in the Scriplures; or the nalural
and divine Instinct of KNOWING (GOOD
and EvirL. For whether the Precept is
meculcated and made known to Man Dy
Divine Revelation, immediate, or scrip-
tural, or merely by the natural Instinct
in Man, ot knowing Good and Evil, it
may nevertheless be justly esteemed « @
“ fundamental Azxiom of the Law of
“ Nature.”

The Jews and Christians, indeed, are
taught the value and importance of this
Precept by the Holy Scriptures, vet this
i3 not the only means .of 1ts bemer
known and received among men as « q
“ Rule of Obedience ;"—for, besides thie
e\amplc which I have already given
concerning the Emperor Alexander Se-.
verus, it appears that the Gentiles, in
every part of the world, have demonstra-
ted a sense of this Precept, without the
assistance of Holy Scripture : notonly the
ancient Greeks and Romans, but the

L remote
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remote mhabitants of China and Amer-
ica: of which a few examples are here
subjoned trom the additional notes of
the translator of Pufiendort, p. 100, viz.
“ Aristotle” (in Diogenes Laertius, Lab.
5. Segm. 21.) « being asked how we
“ ought to behaveourselves towards our
“ friends, answcred, as we wish lhey
“ would behave themselves lowards us.”
Lab. 2. tom. 2. “ Quod quis juris in
“ allerum,” &c. HBeneeca.de Ira, Lib. 3.
c. 12, ¢ Lel us suppose ourselves in the
“ same circumslances as the perscn wilh
“ whom we are angry: Thalwhich now
“puls us in a passion is only the wrong
“ opinion and eslimale of ourselves:
“ Ve are unwilling {o SUFFER whal we
“ are willing (o D0.” “"lis a saying of
“ Confucius (1n Marcimus’s Hist. Sin.
«« Lib. 4. c. 25.) < Newver do lo another
“« what you are unwilling lo suffer from
“ him. The same Preceptwas made use
“ of by Ynca Manco Capac, the {ounder

‘ of
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“ ot the Pervviancmpire; in order tothe
« reducing his subjects to a lite of civi-

“ Iityv.” Dela Veza, L. 1. ¢, 21.
» o

Thus it appears, that not only the
Heathen nations of Lurope, but also the
distant umintormed mhabitants of China
and America, were endued, by their
mnate Arowledoe of Good and Evil, with
ocneral 1deas” of that most excellent
Precept which Curist himgelf has de-
clared to be the trwe Christtan RULE
or ActioN: and which, therefore, may
justly be estcemed “ a fundamental
Axiom “ of the Law of Nalure,” viz—
““ All things” whatsoever ye would that
‘“ men should do to you, do ve even so
“ to them : for (his is the Law and the
“ Prophets,” Matt. vil. 12, See also-
Lauke vi. 31, The meaning and appa-
rent intention of this GoLbeN RULE is:
exactly the same, in effect, as the other
ereat commandment of the Law, « Thou

“ shall
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“ shalt love thy neighbour as thyself 5’
so that all persons, who carefully exa-
mine these and other parallel texts, must
necessarily be convinced, that the com-
mand 7o loge our neighbour as ourselves
is the “ ONE PATERNAL PRECEPT,” or
rather, I sheuld sav, the oxLY “ pATER-
““ NAL PRECEPT to whichthe Crealor has
“ graciously reduced the Rulé of Qbe-
“ dience,” since by the highest authority
weare assured, that the equitable rule
of “ doing to others, as we would that
“ menshould do unto us;” or,in short,
to love our neighbour as ourseftes, “ 1s
“ TyE Law AND THE PropurTs;”
which implies as much as if our Lord
had said, This is the Spirit, or FIRST
PrixcipLE, oF Law, and contains the
- Sum and Essence of all oiher Laus!
The Testimony of the Apostle Paul is
nearly to the same eflect—¢ For ALL
“ TAE LAW” (says he « is fulfilled in
‘“ ONE WORD, even in {his, FHoU SHALT
| | - "~ “ LOVE
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‘“ LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF.”
(Gal.v. 14.) Which might well be para-
phrased as follows : “ ALL TuE Law 15
‘“ FULFILLED IN ONE WORD ;”—for“ the
“ Creator”—* has graowusly reduced
““ the Rule of Obedience (o (his one pa-
“ lernal Precept” (not,—¢ that Man
“ should pursue his own Happiness ;'—
but)—* EVEN IN THIS, THOU SHALT LOVE
““ TIIY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF:® 0
that no other paternal Precept” can
possibly be received as a general Rule of
Obedience for all occasions except this
alone ; which must therefore be acknow-
ledged as the fundamental Rule, both of
Natural and Revealed Law. Concerning
this Golden Rule of Action, 1 lm,c
wrote a separate Tract under the title of
the Law of Liberty, or Royal Law, to
which I must beg leave to refer my rea-
ders for turther remarks on that head.

[Having now proved, I hope, that this
“ FUNDAMENTAL AXIOM OF THE
“ Law
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« L,aw oF NATURE " ough! {o be “ THE
“ UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE OF ACTION
« N Man,” T can more safelv resume
my discourse concerning  Principles
«‘of Action” in general, It hasalready
been shéwn, that « the Knocledge Qf
“ Gum*ﬁ;;d Ezil” 15 ¢ an universa#
“ Pninoiple” in Man, as well as Self-love.
But 1 must now remark, that the {former
has the following essential difference
from Self-love as an universal Princiyle,
viz. that it js never superseded, hike the
latter, by any just JAotive of Duty
(though 1t 15 often violated in breach of
Dury through human Frailty): for all
Just Molives of Dury are periectly con-
sistent with it, and influence the heart
under its direction aud guidance, and
even the most noble Jotize 10 Action
(independent of frspiraiion, or immed;-
ate Revelalion ) 1s so tar from superseding
the natural «“ Knowledoz of Geod and
Evil,” tnat it may, more properly, be

esteciued.
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esicemed an exertion of 1t: {or instance,
by a duc excrtion of “ the Knowledge
“ of Good and Foil,” we piomote the
very first Principle-of «ll Duly, as it is
the first great commandinent, viz. The
Love of God ; for if we have “ Rnow-
“ ledge to chuse the Good, and reject the
““ FEoil,” the same Knouledge must 1n-
cline us to prefer the Author.of all Good
(when revealed to us) and his Com-
mandments before every other conside-
ration; for so Abraham’s Obedience 1n
attempting to sacrifice his son, was ren-
dered acceptable to God : he kuew his
Maker and supreme Lord by unquestion-
able Revelation; and, therclore, justly
concluded, through Ins natural «“ Know-
“ ledoe of Good and Bl that the
Command of God ought to supersede
all natural Affection, and Self-love s so
that this was an Effect of Eeasor; vhich
secemed to counteract even the Drinciples
of Reason itself, by dissolving 2il the ties
of Nuiure! But the Patriarch thercby

2ave
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gave an ample proof* of a sinceve I'aith,
and of an unfeigned Love to his Creator.

Bv what Principle of clion alsowas
Moses induced (though the meekest of
JMen)to remonsirale to his Creator, when
the Divine Indignation was declared
against the Ingratitude and Wickedness
of the children of Israel, in worshipping
the molten calf during the time-that
Moses continued m the mount to receive
the Law: Godsaid to Moses—* I have
< scen this people, and behold, il is a stiff-:
“ necked people : now therefore LET ME
“ ALONE, (‘17 T LET ME REST, -
that 1s, from your intercessions) “ that
“‘my wrath may wax hol against them,
“.and that I may CONSUME THEM : and
“ I will make of THEE a great nalion.”

Iixod. xxx1. 9,10, Now, if “Self“love” had °

" * This proof of faith was graciously accepted instend of
the Sacrifice; which was mercifully countermanded,
though 1t was the type of a really intended Sacrifice of an
only Son ! Sce Tracts on the Syntax, &c. of the He-
orew Tongue, Tract 2, p, 72

been
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heen* the universal Principle of Action,”.
Moses would not have declined the. ac-
ceptance of such a distinguished honour,
when tendered to him even. by the At-
MIGHTY LORD OF THE UNIVERSE, whose
right of disposal could not justly be call-
ed in question ! But the faithful minis-
ter of the Israelitish commonwealth did:
- not seem to entertain the least sense-of
that imaginary “ paléernal Precept™
mentioned above,. ¢ that Man should
« pursue his own Happiness:” for his:
answer on that occasion proves, that he:
was actuated bya Principle mhnitely
superior to Self-love ; I mean a true and:
unfeigned Zeal for the Glory of God,
arising. from-a right -use of" 2is natural
discretion, or “ Knowledge of Good and
“ Bvil’ which directed his choice, and:
enabled him to set aside all considera-.
tion of SELF, or privateworldly Interest,
‘when he thought the circumstances ot
the proposition seemed likely to affect

M the
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the honour of Gop in the misimtormed
opinion of the Egyptians and other Hea-
thens. For he « besought the Lord his
“ God,” (though God had previously
torbid him, saving, ¢ LET ME ALONE,”

“ and sard, Lord, why dolh thy wrath
“ wax hot against thy people, which thou
“ hast brought forth out of the land of
“ EGYPT, wilh greal pover, und with a
“ mighty hand 2 W herefore should the
““ EGYPTIANS speak and say, For mis-
“ chief did he bring them out, (o slay
“ them in the mounlains, and (o consume
““ them from the face of the earth 2 Turn
“ from Lhy fierce wrath” (saxd Moses to
the ALMIGHTY) “ and repent of this evil
““ against thy people.” And he also
claimed the promise by which op had
absolutely bound himself to the Patri-
archs—« To wiiom (said Moses) thou
“ swarest by thine OWNSELF, and saidst
“ unto them, I will mulliply yourseed,”
&c.  And the text immed ately informs.

us,
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us, that «“ the Lonp repented of the evil
“ which he thought to do unto his peo-
“ ple.” * (Exod. xxxii. 7 to 14.) Thus
God was pleased to manifest his regard
and consideration even for Human Judg-
ment !—even for the opinion of” a mere
Man, when founded on Reason, and
other just Principles, such as mankind
are capable of exerting! And shall
earthly monarchs, then, presume to
despize any reasonablce remonstrances of
their fellow men—of their equals in
every other respect, except that of a de-
legated ofhice, when it 1s apparent that
even the SUPREME LLORD, and MAKER
OF -ALL. THINGS, bas condescended to
hear and graciously receive a remon-
strance from his Creature Man ? Na,},
and that lepeatedlv on various occasi-
ons ! ‘The like remonstrance was also

* ¢ "Therefore he said that be would destroy thun had
 not Mosces his chosen steod before him in the Breach :

“ to tarn away his wrath, lest be should destroy them.”
Psal,- ]06- 23 ‘ ’ ﬂ
made
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:made by Moses, when God declared his
.angeragainstIsrael, formurmuringatthe

report given of the promised land; and

- for proposing to return into Egypt ; and
also for attempting to stone Joshua, and
.Caleb, who had endeavoured to appease,
and convince them of their error. - See¢
the 14tb Chapter-of Numb. ver. 7. And
“ the LORD said unto Moses, how long

¢ will this people provokeme 2 and how

¢ _long will it be ere they believe me, for

“ all the signs which I have shewed:
S<.among them ¢ I will smile them with

- ¢ the peslilence, and disinherit them,
« and will MAKE OF THEE” (said God to

-Moses) “ a greater nalwn, and mightier

£ thcm they »

.+ {But the noble Principles (far'superior
to. Self-love) by which that Great Mi-
nister of State generally regulated  his
‘conduct,. once more prevented his ac-
ceptance of the glorious promise, even

though
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though tendered by his Maker! His
sincere regard. for the Glory of God,
agreeable to the first ' great Command-
ment, made limqealous lest the Hea-
then nations should fa]'sely conceive, that
the LoRD JEHOVAH was not able to
bring his people (the lsraelites) into the
land which he ¢ sware unto them ;” so
that his Zeal for the Glory of God was,
manifestly, the principle Motive of his
-answer on that occasion.* And though
a

" # ¢ Apnd Moses said unto the Lord, Then the
-4¢ Enyptians shall hear it (for thou brauéhtcst up this
““ people in thy might from among them:) And they
 will tell itto the inhabitants of this land; (for) they
£¢ have hieard that thou, Lord, (‘art) among this people ;
‘< that thou Lonrp, (art) scen face to face; and (¢that)
“ thy cloud standeih over them, and (that) thou goest
“ betore them by day time in a pillarof a cloud, andin a
“ pillar of ive by night. Now (f )thou shalt kill (all)
* this people as one man, then the nations which have
““ heard the fame of thee, will speak, saying ; Because the
“ Lomp was not able to bring this people into the land
¢ which he sware unto them, thercfore he hath slain
“ them in the wilderness. And now I beseech thee, let
¢ the power of my Lor D be great, according as thou hast
“ spoken, saying, The LoRrDp is loruElr suffering, and of

““ areat
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-a natural Affection (or brotherly Love}
for"his countrymen might, probably, be
also included as an additional Molive
to hisintercession (worthy ourimitation)
yet his ©“ own Self-love” was manilestly,
quite’ out of the question; since he
might have attained for himself the
bhighest pitch of worldly glory, without
forteiting his- real or eternal IHappincss
by such an acquisition ; for as the ofter
.was made by ¢ the God of the spirits
“ of all Ilesh,” the acceptance of it
could not have been mputed to him as
‘sinful; though the contrary behaviour
was apparently more agreeable to the
will of the Almighty, who was pleased

1 '!I

“ great mercy, forgiving iniqiity and transgression, and
“ by no means clearing (the guilty, } visiting the iniquity
“ of the fathers ifpbn the ch:!drm, unto the third and
“ fourth (generation ), Pardon, 1 bescech thee, the ini-
“ quity of this people, according unto the greatness of
* thy mercy,and as thou hast forgiven this people from
“ Eeypt, even until now. And the Lord smd, I have
¢ pardoned according to thy word,” Numb. xiv, 13.
1o 20, ‘ R
S I - . fO'
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to signify his approbation of Moses's
remonsirance and infercession, by de-
claring to him— 1 have pardoned ac-
““ cording to thy word.” Numb. xiv.
11. to 20. |

Also upon the rebellion of Korah; re-
lated in the 16th chapter of Numbers,
when God spoke to JMoses and Aaron,
saying,—* Separale yourselves from
“ among this congregation, THAT I MAY
“ CONSUME THEMIN A MOMENT.” Yet
these two great leaders of Israel wereso
little actuated by that imaginary ¢ uni-
6 versal Principle of Action,” SELF-
LOVE, that they were entirely regardless
of their own danger, notwithstanding the
divine warning, and seemed to have no
other care but that of endeavouring fo
save their brethren from Gop's wrath ;-
for it does not appear, that they retrea-.
ted, or separafed themselves ¢ from

“ among the congregalion,” as they
were



48

were expressly directed, but only ¢« fell
“ upon their faces,” and exerted the
powers of Human Reason in the follow-
ing short remonstrance to their Maker.

—¢ O Gob, THE oD of the Spirits of
“ all Flesh, shall ONE MAaN sIN, and
“ wilt thou be wroth with ALL THE CON-
“ GREGATIO\T?” Numb: xvi. 20—22.

The lzke Remonslmnce, founded in
sound Reason and natural Equity, bad
once before been made even to the Al-
mighty himself, bv his faethﬁ:l Servant
ABraHAM, when God condescended to
reveal to.him the awful decree of Divine -
Vengeance against the populous cities of
the plains of Sodom.

—< Wilt thou also-destroy the Rigk-
“ leous with the-Wicked'?” (said Abra-
ham *) « shall not the LORD of all the

<t earm DO RIGHT? © °
- ' .;l‘:‘* Thus

'# ¢ And' Abrahani drew -near; and ‘said, TVilt thou
““ also destroy the righteous withthe wicked? Peradven-

™ ture there be fifty righteous within the city, wilt thou
* also
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Thus a due exertion of righi Reason
demonstrated the Dignity of Human Na-
(ure, and the cxampyples, just mention-
od, suthciently prove, that THE AlL-
MIGHTY requires his Creature Man (o
Judge of Right and /W rong, and to form
and declare a sound ;Judgment upon the
cternal Principles of Justice and Right-
eousness, agreeable to that Divine Know-
ledge with which the Human Mind is
‘most-certainly endowed.

T110u0*h Abraham and his descen-
dants, Moses and Aaron, knew that
'thev could not exist, even a single mo-
ment, without the immediate protection

of Divine Providence, yet they thought
it their duty to remonstrate éven to their
CreEaTOR on the eternal Principles of

“ Justice and Judgment!”

“ also destroy,and not spare the place for the fifty right-
“ cous that are therein?  That be far from thee to do
¢ after this manner; to slay the righteous with the
“ wicked, and that the rishteous should be as the
“ .wicked, that be far from thee : shall not the Judge of

‘“Call the carth doright?” Gen. xviii, 23—23,

N THE

=
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THE ‘ALMIGHTY SEARCHER OF
HEArTs knew beforehand what they
would say, and the propriety of their
future answers; and, therefore, un-
doubtedly aftorded them these extraor-
dinary opportunities of proving to all
mankind their Knowledge of Good and
Evil, as well as their Faith and entire
dependeince onthe eternal ¢ Justice and
“ Judgment” of the Divine BEING, that
these clear examples of the Knowledge
and Dignity of Human Nature, as also
of the regard and consideration which
even the great Author of that Nature
Was frra(nously pleased to manifest, on
those occasions, towards the mental
| Facultles‘ of his Creature JMan, might be
1ecordedf to the end of time !

Concerning ‘the Spiiit of « Justice
“ and Judgment” with-which dbraham
“was endowed, God previously declared
e | Lnow him, that he will command

¢ his



)

“_his-children,.and his household after
“ hum, -and,-they shall keep the way of
“ the Lord {o do J STICE and JuDG-
“ MENT,” &c. (Gen. xviii. 19. ) So that
Abraham’'s Remonstrance, wherein he
appcaled to «“ the JUSTICE and JUDG-
““ MENT” of (0D, was apparently agree-
able to the foreknowledge and expecta-
tion of the Almighty, aswell as the other
Remonstrance of Abrabam’s descend-
ants, Moses and Aaron. For these ex-
traordinary exertions of Human Reason,
in-app,ealing {o the Divine Jusltice, were
so-far from being offensive even to THE
SUPREME AND ETERNAL SOVEREIGN OF
THE UNIVERSE, that, on the contrary,
he clearly manifested his approbation by
the gracious manner in which he accept-
ed and answered these human pgﬁ'tions!
He condescended to satisfy the »ighteous
and just Spirit of ABRAHAM, by an assu-
rance, that even “ if ten righteous per-
-« sons " only could be found amongst the
ST wicked

o~ 1
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| _"W'i\ékéﬂ*nﬁtioﬁs in the-plams of Sodom—
"« I'will not. - desiroy it” (sald he) ““ for
«'the tens sake.” * And to the Re-
'mbnstlance of Moses and Aaron (the

‘descenidants of the just ABRAHAM) the
like favourable attention was - paid by

“ the God of the Spirils of all Flesh:™
—for as their petition was offered up'in
behalf of 'the whole congregation: (viz.
that-they might not suffer for the fault
of oné orafew l‘:Cl“--Ol]b) God ¢ondescen-
ded to spare the' Congregation, though
they had justly incurred - the forfeiture
of life by ‘]ommn'-i- the haughty and

e
* Gen, xviii, 32. But '11'15 b} the fatal C'!hstrnphu
tof a’ll the mations in the plilih‘a‘of Sodom soon afterwards;
and hy" the.very, small . number of individuals that were
found wor thy, of the divine warning to escape the natwnal
pnws&ment 1t is apparcnt that there were not cven f e
izhlcons p¥rsons to be found in fire royal cities ! .. (Gen,

;xiv: 2.) Horrible depraviy ! -

-1. . The textinforms us, -that ¢ Korawu gaﬂ.'cz cd ALL
“ THE COYX GREGATION ﬂwmnst them” (\lu‘-ea and

?% on) Wiido the daor of the tabernacle of the rbngrfég&-
“.tion,” whereby the. guilt of the congrrgation is-mani-
fest. Numb. xvi. 19

{actious
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factious princes of Israel in:open!rebel-
lion to the Divine Ordindnces, contrary:
tothe clearest evidence . of all their sen-
ses! lor Moses, on offering up. this
short petition;' was immediately directed
to separate the.Congregalion from the
more notorious:offenders—* Speak-unte
4 the Congregation, suying,—Getye.up
'f‘-.ﬁ*om about the tabernacle of KORAH,
¢« DATHAN aridi ABIRAM.~—4nd; MOSES
‘. rose up, and wentunto: PDATHAN and
“ ABIRAM ;and the Eldets of Israel fol-
< lowed him. - And. , he spake unto. the
“ Congregation, saying, Depart,: Ipray
‘ JOR, Jrom the lenls of these wicked
“ men, and touch nolhmg of t!zen"s, lest
‘ ;;e be consumed mall their sins.”—
hhAnd accordingly Al peréohw that" had
gl fu:é suiﬁment to- repent of their Coll-
nectlons w1th these wicked:men,— Gat
« up ' from the tabernacle of ﬁorah,
.. Dathan,; and-Abiram, on ev ery side
And lmmedlatelv afterwards God was
pleased

"..

b ™
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pleased to justity Moses, and to demon-
strate the truth of his Divine Mission,
by a tremendous and unusual example
of Vengeance * upon the hardened of-
fenders and their families! (Numb.
xvr. 1. to 40.) And this being done m
the presence of the whole Congregation,
(then apopulewsinarion) the evidence of
it (which is handed down to us by their
descendants,-the Jews, and has also been
confirmed, from time to time, by other
instances.of Divine #engeance upon the
samenation) was thereby rendered in-
contestable! . .. - '

. I\ei ertholess, the very next day, “all
“ e C'ng:eo*tmon of the children of
¢ Jsmel murmuyred amznst JMoses, and
.“ aguins! Jaron, s ng, Ye have killed

‘. Hrepeople of the Lord. ”———I hl‘% further
rdm}hml having once more provoked

¥ —— ¢ the ground clgve asunder thet (was) undee
i them: and the earth openad her mouth, and swallowed
“ them up, and their bouses,” &e,

Ty, .

the
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the Divine Justice, the .cloud covered.
the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord
appeared ! And Moses and Aaron were
once.more comman d_ed'_to;s_é parate th ems-
selves from the Congregation, that a Nu-
tional Vengeande might take.place I-+
“ (el fou. up from.lhis. Congregation,”
(said the: Almighty) ¢ that I may CON«
“ SUME THEM AS IN. A MOMENT.” Ne-
vertheless, these two worthy Mimsters
of God dlscox ex ed no sense of fear jbz‘
demanded their endeavours in behalf of
their brethren ; and therefore, instead
of separating -themselves, . as :qlilejr had
been once more commanded, they, once
more, ““ FELL 'UPON, THEIR KACES,” to
implore the Divine mercy and forgive-
ness of the national miquity ; so. that
Self-love was manifestly superseded by
Patriotism and brotherly Affection! And
as the plague was already begun among

the pec)ple, the mediation of these two
. . Ao R F 81636
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men was'§0 far favoured by the God of
Isiael, that: Moses ‘was nspired with
wisdorn and presence of mind to instruct
his ‘Brothier Aaron how to- « make an
“*iglonement for -the people” by . the
burning iof incense—And ‘accordingly
Aaron “ stood belieen the. dead and lhe
“ living ; "and-the ‘plague was slayed.”
1\umb xvi. 41—48. BRI AR

fh..

These are unquestlonable emmplcs
to dunonstlate, that *¢ Self-love” 1s not
<« the universal Prmczple of Action.”

Upon a former intercession also of
‘Moses 1 n behalf of his unﬂ*mteful coun-
trymen, he permittéd his natural Affec-
tion- for them, to carry him (seemingly)
far . bevond the bounds of Reason and
Moderation, in lm expwssmm to the
AImxghtv, * eyen 0 iar as to wish

R T + that
| =¥ :“‘F}inr-:ll Mnéés re_ti:fncd unto the Lomi, aml said,
¢ Oh,'this people have ‘inned i’ great sin, and have

‘. made them gods of gold.  Yet now, if thou wilt, for-
- gwe

{
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that he Timself’ might be blotted out of
God's Book,* if the sin of the pcople
was not. forgiven ! - So that Self-love is
by no means ¢ the universal Principle

“ of Aclion.” - *

Thc aﬂecuonate Apostle ’aul seemed
also .equally anxious for the -eternal
weltare.and prosperity of the same great
Nulion 3 and 'he expressed the like un-
bounded Love towards them, by one of
the strongest hyperbolical eXpressions
(as Mr. Burkiti calls it) that he could
possibly have chosen for that purpose.

g aive their sin: and lfllﬂt blot me, I pray thee, out of
“thy bon., which tlmu hast written. And the Lord
““‘said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me,
“ him wilt T}’:loi oif[quy book.” {Exod. xxxii. 31—33.)

* Meaning (probably) an exclusion from the fomporal
blessings promised i God’s covenant ; or perhaps the loss
of fire, hoih of which came upon him afterwards for his
arcuarded expressions on dnolher occasion,  Compare

\umb NN, 12,0 With \umh XX Vii. 12-—14. Deut, v, 37.
and Pralii evy, 59,

0 €< l
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— I could wish” (says he) « that my-
“: self were accursed from Christ for my
“ Brethren, my ‘kinsmen according to
““ the flesh.” (Rom,1x. 3.) Andthough
the Apostle, by the words—avafsux
ewan wro T2 Xpics, might perhap smean
to refer only to that anathema of tem-
poral misery and destruction denoun-
ced by Christ himself, against Jerusa-
lem, and the unbelieving Jewish nation,
for their open rejection of the Gospel;*

| yet'

¥ Behold your house” (said Christ) ¢ is Ieft
‘ unto you desolate,” Matt. xxiii; 38. Luke xiil. 85,
And again—*¢ When ye therefore shall sce the abomina-
““ tion of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the Prophet,
“ stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him un-
“ derstand,)” said our Lord; ¢ Then let them which
“ be in Judea, flce unto the mountains,” &¢, ¢ And
“ woe unfo-them that are with child, and to them that
“ give suck in those days!” &c. * For then shall be great
““ tribulation, such as was not since the beginning,of the
* world to this time, no nor ever shall he.” Matt, xxiv.
15—21. Under thissevere Ax atneMma of national Mi-
sery, the unconverted part of the Jewrsh people might with
propricty be accounted -awdeux avo 78 Xeiw, accursed

from the Messiah, being then separated, or cxconumunicated,
¥}
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yvet it is manifest, that the affectionate
and truly patriotic Apostle would have
been ready to suffer every kind of tem-
poral misery, and even to lay doun
his Life -tor the refractory Nation, if

as it were, from the immediate protection of the ctcrnal
“ Kiyc or Israer,” and by him publicly given up 1o
temporal Vengcance; the Sufferings and Misery of which
(and not the Reprobation which occasioned themn) the pa-
triotic Apostle would willingly have endured, if it were
possible, in kis own LPerson (for no otherwise could he
wish to be separated from Christ, hut inSufferinzs ; for the
Love of Christ was unalienable :—See preceding Chapter,
ver. 35to 39.) if ke could thereby hare removed from his
Nation this dreadful AxaTuema of Christ's temporal
Vengeance, which, at the time the Apostle wrote, was
dreadfully impending ! But whether thiscenjecture of mine
be right or not, and whether the dnatlema mentioned by
the Apostie 1s to be understood as femporal, as cternal, or
both ; yet the same limitation with respect to the Love of,
Christ must nccessarily be understood, viz. that * the
‘“ Apostle wished hemight perish” (whether in this world
or the next) “ nof as an Enemy of Christ, but as a Saciour
“ of his Brethren,” (agrecable to the remark of the learned
Chrysostom) and as Curist himself also was ¢ MaDE
““ o Cunrse ror us.” (Gal.iii. 13.) See this point
clearly stated by the Rev. Dr. John Scharp, in his “ Sym-~
““ phonia Prophztarum et Apostolorum.” Printed at Gen-
eva in 1025. *

he
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‘he could thereby have averted the ap-
proaching vengeance from his country-
‘men, and restored them to Grace and
the promised Privileges of the Gospel,
to which they had been the first 1nvited
of all other nations! And therefore we
cannot surely conceive, that « the Prin-
« ciple of Action,” or Motive tosuch a
declaration, was Self-love.

- The disinterested Principles of this
Apostle are evident also from some
other expressions, and -especially from
that in his Epistle to the Romans, (v.
7.) viz. “._péradventui'e Jor a good
“ Man” (says he) “ some would even
“ darelo die;” which 1dea tdtally ex-
cludes the Principle of Self-love. But
though the Apostle’s Expressions suffi-
ciently prove*_‘t_h'at Se_lﬁ-l_ove was not s
Principle of Action, vet the same was
‘more effectually demonstrated by his

Life and Praclice!
. And
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And again,—Wlhen we read of Joxa-
THAN'S 1nviolable. Friendship towards
Davib, can we conceive, that he was
actuated by Self-love?2 We cannot
mention that Principle-without njus-
tice to the generous character of that
truly noble Prince, unless we speak of 1t
comparatively, toshew, that his Fyiend-
ship and brotherly Love was equal to il
for the Scripture repeatedly informs us.”
that he loved DAVID  as his own Soul.”

It wasnotan unreasonable Friendship ;
he was well convinced of the Merit and
Virtue of DavID; for on these he found-
ed his Love; and he had too much
Virtue himself to violate a reasonable
~ Friendship, even though his own pri-
vale Interest and very Inherilance was
his at stake!

These points were most earnestly
pressed upon him with all the authority
that -
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that an anxious worldly-minded futher
could possibly assume, and yet without
effect—* As long as the Son of Jesse
“ livelh upon the ground” (saxd Saul
to Jonathan) ¢ thou shalt not be estab-
“ lished, nor thy kingdom ; wherefore
““ now send and fetch him unlo me, for
“ he shall surely die.” Now, 1t Self-love
had been the Principle of Action with
JoNATHAN, he could not have greater
temptation! But he knew how “ /0 re-
‘“ fuse THE I.viL, and CHUSE TIHE
(z00D,” and would not, therefore, sub-
mit (like modern statesmen) to the
wretched policy of doing « Evil that
“ Good might come !”— Honour and Jus-
“ (ice were his < Principles of Action ;"
and he was willing to risque, not only
his worldly dignity and state, but his
life also, rather than injure and forsake
an innocent man! ¢ Wherefore shall -
« he be slain 2” (said he) « What

<« harm hath he done 2”—And when he
found
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found that his father persisted in his
base resolution, he was filled with ho-
nest indignation; and, as the text in-
forms, “ rose from the table 1IN FIERCE
ANGER” —not on account of his father’s
injurious behaviour to Aimself, n at-
tempting to kill him with a javeln, but
because ‘ he was grieced FOR DAvVID”
~ (says the text) and that “his father
““ had done. him shame.” See 1 Sam.
xx. 31 to 34.

And again—Was David, King of Is-
rael, actuated by Self-love, when he
tendered his own Life, to save the Lives
of his Subjects, praymg God to “ Let
“ his hand be against him, and against
 his father's house,” 1nstead of the na-
tion 1n general ?

~Surely his Principles of Action were
very different from Selflove, or from
that imaginary PATERNAL PRECEPT of
I seékiné his own Happiness I”

| | His
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-:His Conscience. probably -informed
him that he was guilty before God 1n
having numbered the Israelites, to satis-
fy some vain.or presumptuous curiosity
concerning the Strength of the Nalion,
at a .time, whea . his ‘whole -confidence
and hope of success against his enemies’
ought to have been placed in Gop
afone ; and ‘he would perhaps then re-
collect, that: theé same . sinful Presump-
tion within himself, which had eccasion-
ed the undertaking, had also occasion-
éd * the nf:ﬂkct of that tribute or offer-

- _I ‘

mg

* Th]b example prm es thdl Iu}. GS and. PRINCES
are indispensably bound to exercise themsclves daily and
constantly-in the study of the Holy Scriptures (agreeable
to the command i Deut: xvii. 18—20, § lest’ they

o | | | sheuld

+ ¢ And it shall be when he sitteth upon the throne of
¢ his Kingdom, that he shall write _him a copy of this Law in a
“:book, outol fthat whick is) . before the Priests the Levites:
“ and it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days
“of his life : that he may léarn to° fﬂar the LORD" his God, to
“ keep all the words ul' this . Law,: and these ‘Jtatutes, to do
“ them ; that his fizarl be ﬂ-nt lifted up ‘above his brethren, and
¢ hat he turn not aside from -the ' commandment to thellght
* band, or {to} the left: to the end that he may firolong his
L :.u;_ ye in his kengdom, he, and hits children in the midst of Isracl.”

-
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offering to God, which;.in -the Law, is
expressly enjoined to be given as a ran-
som for the Soul of every individual of
that nation, wheneveér they should e
numbered, viz. half a shekel for every
one: “ When thou takest ihe sumof the
“ children of Israel, after their number”
(sa1d’ Gop to Moses) « then shall they
““ give EVERY MAN A RANSOM FOR HIS
“ SouL UNTO THE LORD ; when thou
< pumberest them : that THERE BE NO
““ PLAGUL among them when thou num-
“ berest them,” &c. See Exod. xxx. 12.
to 10.

RieAson and ConsciiNcE therefore
‘taught him, that he kimself was the
principal aggressor; and these just
Principles, joined to a patriolic Regard

should inadvertently occasion any breach of Gop’s Laws,
and thereby draw down the Divine Venegeance upon
themselves, as well as their unwary subjects; who are
equally guilty, wheaever they comply with an unlawful
command.

p for
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for the Preservation of his Countrymen,
certamly induced him to present him-
self to God as the proper victim of di-
vine Vengeance !—For “ DAvVID spake
“ unto the 1.ORD, when he saw the angel
“ that smole the people, and said— Lo,
“ I have sinned, and I have done wick-
"“-"edl_y : -but these sheep, what have they
“ done @ Let thine hand, I pray thee.
““"BE AGAINST ME, AND AGAINST MY
-« IFaTaer's ‘House,” &c. 2 Sam. xxiv.
- 17. |

Fie!

- * It would; surely,-be highly absurd to
attribute so pathetic and penitent a de-
claration to the Principle of Self-love.*

~'The Monarch of Israe! was actuated
. | by

* Some excellent arguments and very striking ex-
amples have been produced by the truly benevolent 81,
Brooke of Dublin, in'his ' Fool of Quality,” to prove
that Self-love i$ by 1o medns “ the unicersal Principle of
% Action,” |

To quote the authority of a romance, ina Tract on
the first Priuciples of Law, will perhaps, at first sight,
give
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by ra. much less reasonable ¢ Prin-
“ ciple of Action,” (and still very op-
posite

aive offence to many of my readers ; but, for my excuse,
I rely on the propricty of the arauments themselves, and
the just application of the several real examples by which
they are illustrated, T should never of my own aceord,
I confess, have consulted any wotk under the Form of a
Notel, for information of this kind; but the sentiments
of this sensible author being pointed out to.me bya
worthy friend, I thought it would be injustice to my ar-
gument, if I neglected to refer- my readers to the clear
light which the worthy Anthor of the Fool of Quality has
thrown upon the subject, when hie makes his EarL or
MoRELAND enquire * whence, how, by what means may
““ @ Man arrive at Happiness —DBy getting out of hinm-
“ self, my Lord "—answered his worthy character Mr.
MEERLY. ' Out of kimself, My, Meekly ! you aston-
“ ish me greatly. - A contradiction in terms, unnatural,
““ impossible ! —Gop himselt, my Lord, cannot make a
' Man happy in any other way, either. here, or hercafter,
“ It is, said the Larl, an cstablished maxin among all
“ thinking Men, whether Divines or Philusophers, that
¢« SELF-LOVE 15 the Metive to all Human Actions,—
“ Virtucforbid ! c.r:;faim&l Mr, 3 fcf;'f_.y; all dctions are
« sustly held good vr cvil, base orhonourable, detestable r
““ amiable, merely according to their Motives. But if the
““ Motive is the same in all, there is an end, at once, fu the
“ possibility of virtue ; the erucl and the kind, the faithful
““ and the perfidious, the prostituie and the patriof, are
“ corfounded together,” &,

g
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posite to Self-love ) when he uttered that
bitter lamentation for the death of his
wicked,

He afterwards relates, in very striking terms, the well-
known example of Damen and Pytf:m.s whose inviolable
Friexpsmip triumphed over SELF-LOVE, as wel as
over the cruel intentjons of the tyrant Dianysz'us'.-—-'l‘h‘un
follows the Author’s excellent definition of the term SeLr,
SELFISNINESS by superior Principles originally commu-
mcated to our Nature by the Divine Infelligence; and he
proves that suck Principles have prevailed in the world,
by remindingus of the ancient states of Sranra and
Rmm, which ¢ derived their lustre and power, their
¢ whole pre-cminence and praise” (says he) © from this
“ Principle of Communications, which, m them, was called
“ Love or CovNrtry, But this benefiting Prin-
“ cple” (continues he) ** was still more emnently instan-
¢ ced in the Society of TR CHURCH OF JERUSALEM,
* wha had  all things m common ; who tmparied . their
¢ posscssions: to all men, as every man had need ; -and
* thence did cat’ their common bread with gladness and
<« singleness of heart, praising Gop,and having furour
“ with all peaple,’ &c,

.

| ]lc dflcrmrds mentions the instances of the Rom‘ln
fﬂcgfdus, zmd the Dccu, as also that of ¢ Lcomdﬂs, and
‘. hes three lmndred S}m: tam, who devoted their lives for
¥ TUE LIHEILTIES of Qr;cce, &e. and, lastly, exen-
plifies* this DIsREGARD OF SELT, the vital Sonrce und
“ Principle of cvery Virtue, in stx Mechanics or Crafts-
“wen of the ciy of Calais,” when it was besicged by

King Fdward the 34,
The
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wicked, rebellious, and incestuous Son

Absalom—* Would to Gop” (says he)
¢« I had dicd for thee my Son!”

- NATURAL PATERNAL AFFECTION was
more powerful in this case than REA-
son; and every other Principle of Ac-
tion, even Self-love (which is also a
nalural Affection, and generally very
potent) wasentirely superseded by it : for
the King most carnestly wished, that he
himselr lnd died, instead. of that unna-
tmal wretch, who (he was well aware)
ceased not, whilst he. lived, to plot Ins
father’s ruin, being an cnemy (he well
knew) " that was: 1mplacable,- that was
restless, and 1mpatient to deprive him,
not only of his kingdom, but of his hife;
and had already violated his bed, in the
most publick and shameless manner,

The whole argument, with lheh’cxamples, arc foo long
to be inserted here, - but are highly worthy the reader’s
perusal.—Sce T E FooL ov nbALI Ty, vol. L. p. 117,
—~—130.

with
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with the detestable crime of mcest !—
There wag®no room to hope for the re-

{ormation of a wretch that had so en-
tirely lost all distinction beiween (GOOD
and EviL.!—No gleam of Lappitiess for
his mjured father, but in his death {—
And yet paternal Affection compelled
the latter to esteem even his own death
[)fefgrable, if he could thereby have pro-
longed the wretch’s life !~ O my Son
“ Absalom, my Son, my Son Absalom !—
“ Would (o God” (saxd he) “ I lad
“ DIED FOR THEE, O Absalom, my Son,
“ my Son!” 2 Sam. xvil, 33.

Thus it appears that:SELF-LOVE .is
by-no means “ the universal Principle
* of Action,” since there are other J/-
Jections, which sometimes supersede-t,
and become the leadiug -Principle of
Action. o

A certain noble Author of the
fast century, i a work, mutaled © A

“ Iew
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“ View of the Soul,” has several chap-
ters concerning the Power and Influence
of the Affections over all the other natu-
ral faculties, Reason itself not being ex-
cepted: and in one chapter he at-
tempts to prove, “ that some Affection
“ is the subsiantial Part of (he Soul.” *
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But

* ¢ 1 have thought * (says this Author) ¢ and do

*F think, and believe (which is somewhat more than a
@

thought, it is a thought with the concurrence, appro-

tbatmn, and allowance of onc’s Reason) that the Soul

of Man is iminortal ; and that the very Lssence or
substantial pgr;of a Human Soul, disrobed of a Body,
or subsisting of itself, is some restless working (however
at some nmes ivisible) affection; and thatif those
more noble ‘faculties of our Soul (next and imme-

- diately under that bright heavenly Star) are the Pilots

T80

to conduct us unto rest, some affection (us it scems to
me) isthe cbicf Passcngerm this frail and weak Vessel
of the flesh., St. Paul, n that admirable Encomium
of this Charity, tells us, that ¢ abides, when many
other gifts fail. And f we shall know, as we are
known, ashe tells us in another place, there will be
then little use of the Invention, Memory, Reason, or
the hike, which are but the Handmaids o knowiedge.
Neither can I rationally imagine, after return of the
Soul to its piace of rest, or for default thercof inits
banishment to everlasting wapdering, any use of other

“ faculties
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But though the :4ffections are certainly
to be esteemed “ Principles of Action,”
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yet

faculties than the affections, unless towards the exalt-
ing or heightening them in their several degrees, whe-
ther love and joy on the one side, or sorrow, fear, &c,
on the other. |

“ The Soul of Man being an emanation from that
Divive Love, must necessarily partake of it, Love;
and not ablc at present by any natural light it has, to
reach unto itself its proper object, lays hold on any
thing, father than secem to vanish or be éxtinet; and
iﬁthal that it happens to have such several iriclindtions
in man, while it is here, is surely by reason of 'some
false imaginary light, or the want of a true one, and .
that we want both power and skill, i the setting or
tuning some strings of the affections, as Im.t} call
thém. And itis want of a clear inspect into our na-
turc and frame, that we become, as David speaks, a

stubborn gencration, @ generation that sét™ not their
hearts aright, und whose Spirit cleaveth not stc::y'a.sﬁy
to God. And I do further believe, that all the facul-

ties, strength, and power of the Soul, which w¢ have,

arc given us towards the performance of that first and
great Commandment, Thou shalt lvce the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and <ith all thy Soul, and with all
thy mind: ‘The whole Soul beside seemns natumlh
subservient, if not subsequent, to the afiections’ mo-
tion, and the motion of the Soul would be strange
without them, and not imaginable; they being as ne-
cessary as they are useful.  And.thevefore I think we

“ may
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vet they cannot at any rate be admitted
as “ Rules of Obedience” (as 1 have
betore observed concerning the Afection
of Self-lsze) because the generality of
Mankind are more liable to be influen- .
ced by evil, misplaced Affections, than
by those which mught tend to their
real Happiness.

The Jffections of the avaricious Man
for instance, are all subordinate to his
Affection {or amassing temporal wealth :
—he may Jove his wite and children,
perbaps, when the ratwral Affections of

“ may as well cease to be, by our own power, as cease to
“ affect; and they who have gone furthcest or most covert-
¢ ly herein, have in going about to hide some particular
‘“ affections, shewed others more visibly ; and for the co-
% vering of their joy or sorrow, fear or anger, or the like,
‘“ have set up for predommant in their Soul, a seeming
“ contempt ot all things ; which is an affection itself, and,
“ jor ought T know, assubject to be faulty as any, For
“ surely the Soul may seem no less glorious in its march,
“ with all its parts and retinue, than some of them ;
¢ provided it marches the right way, and cach faculty
“ help and assist, and not go about to destroy each other,”
A Yicworrite Sevr. Sect. 3, pages 109, 110,

R the
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the husband and parent do not interfere
with his predommant passion for riches;
but, whenever they do, the wretch loses
all feehng for his own flesh and blood,
and will eagerly sacrifice (o MaMmon
the peace of his tamily, and the happi-
ness of his beloved children, even in the -
most material circumstance of their
hives! And though such a wreteh 1s
sometimes influenced, indeed, by the
more general Principle of Self-love (that
1s, whenever the consideration of Self
happens to fall in competition with his
duty to other men) vet even Sclflove
iselfmust vield to the Love of Hoarding,
since 1t 15 the well-known characteristic
of the Miser to withhold all the com-
torts of liie, even from HIMSELF, in
order that he may indulge his unreason-
ahle Affection lor amassing wealth ;
which Deprevity, it not assiduonsly and
carefully checked in time, will most
surely increase with age, till it becomes

Inveterate
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inveterate and irresistable, so as entirely
to enslave 1ts wretched Votary !

It ‘would be well for such men, if
they deprived themselves only of tem-
poral comforts; but, alas, AVARICE
defeats SELF-LOVE, even in its most im-
por tant concern, Eternal 17 clfare. “ Go
“ {0 now ye Rivh Men, weep and how!
“ for your miserics that shall come upon
“ you.” James V. 1. -Compare this
with what has already been nention-
ed m pages 23—30.

The depraved Appetites and Affections
of Drunkards and Gluttons are also
PRINCIPLES OF ACTION, which are fre-
quently too powerful both for Reason
and Conscience, and even for Self-lvze!
for they too often lead Men with their
eyes open to cerlain destruciion, even
though they arc warned by the clearest
Conviction and Foreknouledoe concern-
ing the micevitable consequences of their
respective vices ! Disedses, misery, and
f death
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death may stare them in the face, and
mark them, by their gradual approaches,
as the unfortunate victims of these crimi-
nal indulgencies ;—but how seldom do
they deter! Nay, the certain expecta-
tion even of eternal damnation is not
sufficient to reform them; and the
learned Dr. Hales has produced an ex-
ample * concerning Drunkards, to prove
that they would go on, even though they
should see Hell-Fire before their eyes !

The depraved Affections for every
other. vice, as Lust, Gaming, &c. are
equally capable of supplanting the uni-

* “ so bewitching is this infatuation, that
¢ though they cannot, most of them, but "be sensible,”
(says Dr. Hales) ¢ that they'are manifestly shoftening
“.their days, and just plunging themselves into their
““ graves; yet will they not refrain. This an eminent
é Physician was so scnsible of, from his own unhappy
fc expcnence, that he said, when Men had got-a habit
“ ofil, THEY WOULD GO ON, THOUGH THEY SAW
- HELU-FIRE Bumvive nerore TtHeM.” “ A

“ Friendly Admonition to Drinkers of Gin, Brandy,”
&c, By Stephon Uales, D.D. p.14.

versal
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versal Principles of Self-love and Com-
mon Sense; and do frequently carry
Men headlong to destruction, when it is
impossible but that they must have fore-
seen the necessary consequences of their
inordinate pursuits !

How carefully, therefore, ought Man-
kind to guard themselves against every
unlayful Affection ; and strenuously to
resist them, whenever they occur, lest
any undue Affection should hecome the
reigning Principle of Action, and lead
the poor enslaved mortal to eternal
destruction! “ From whence (come)
“ wars and fightings among you 2 (Come
“ they) not hence, (EVEN) OF YOUR
« JLusTs, that WAR IN YOUR MEMBERS?
“ Ye LUST, and have not : ye KILL, and
“ desire 10 have, and cannot oblain:
“ ye fight and war, yel ye have not, be-
“ cause ye ASK NOT. Ye AsK, and re-
“ ceive nol, because ye ASK AMISS, tha

““ ye may consume i upon yowr LUSTS.
{1 Y£
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“ Ye ADULTERERS and ADULTERESSES,
“ know ye nof that the friendskip of the
“ world is enmily with God?2” James
v, 1—A4. '

But many actions which may seem
apparently to have been occasioned
merely by corrupt Affections, are never-
theless promoted by a more latent cause :
I mean the Inspiration or Influence of the
spiritual Enemies * and Deceivers of

L | o -Jl’[ankind,

* ¢ Tue DeviyL is not muely 2 name, which
« those who would sap the foundations of religion pre-
‘- tend religion has contrived to. frichten timorous minds ;
*“_nor Is danger then only to be apprehended from him,
¢ when he is supposed to assume a bodily form: it is
“ supenstitious weakness to be afrnid of him only ivhen
‘¢ imbodied, and to neglect the secret and unscen influ-
‘“ ence, which lns continual converse with us, as an
“ unimbodicd spirit, may have upon vs. e and his
“ angels-aré not yet. cast into outer darkness, tho'-it be
prepured for them ; the mouth of the bottomless pit
is hot yet closed over them s they fell from GOD, net
so much by @ local descent, ns by mental apostisy and
:Iisbimiliturh s wnd they have still this visible world,

14
'Y B

i

s unce the seat of their lmpp:m ss and glory, to range

“ 1 they are, therefure, stiled b" the APQSIIL spu mzal
o wicled-
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Mankind, which must also be reckoned
amongst the various Principles or Jo-
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lives

wickednesses tn high places ; and their leader 1scalled,
The God of this World, The Prince of Darkness, The
Prince of the power of the Air, Uncloathed and un-
imbodied spirits may  converse with us by secret 1l-
lapses, without our perception of the medium thrously
which they act : even the wind bloweth where it listeth,
and we hear the sound thereof ;- but cannot tell whence
it cometh, nor whither it gocth,  As there are Divine
IHuminations communicated to the soul by Tne
Goop SeiriT or T'ruts, so there are Impure
suggostions to the fancy made by The Evil Spiit of
Darkness; and a watchiul observer of his own keart,
must have heard the frequent whispers both, of The
Veice of Wisdom and The Voice of Folly: Le, from
whose cyes a Heaven-born Faith in Cunrist has re-
moved the scales of corruption, may easily discern
The Calm Irradiations of Divine Light leadingliim to
holiness and peace, and the foul and disturbed fires of
Satan betraying him intosin and miscry.,

“ Bt tho’ our Enemy be invisible, aud, on that ac-
count, more able to execute his malignant designs
auainst us ; yet let us not so dread his power, as to
decline the contest,  While our minds are constantly
turied to That lLight, winch lightcth every man thet
cometh inte the world ; while we desire it, and depend
upon it, as The Light of Life; we shall always be
able to know and to guard against the stratagems ot
the Apostate Spirit, whether he appears in his own
naked deformity, or cloaths himsclf like en dngel of

| | “ Light,
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tives lo Action 5 because nothing can-be
more cértain; than that these incorpo-
real MALIGNANT BEINGs take a most dan-
gerous advantage (though unperceived)
of all immmﬂﬂ carnal Affections i un-
guarded worldly Men; and do thereby
lead the unwary and careless Liver in-
to the most detestable Slavery* that

they

“ Light., A forced imitation will always fall short of
“ the archetype : and though sin and falsehood may put
¢ on the mantle of Heliness and Truth ; yet he, that is
“ inwardly acquainted with the Truth asit 15 in Jesvs,
‘“ and ingenuously loves and pursues 3, will be able to
* detect the impesture, and through the veil behold the
““ blackness and malignity of the cnemics to his peace.”
“ Evangclical Discourses,” by the worthy and ingenious
Dr, John Payne, formerly Dep. Accompt. in the Bank
of Iingland. Discourse V. p. 121124, -

* » The Original or Fundamental Temptation by

‘¢ which Satan draws meninto the snare of Servitude, or
¢ hondage spiritual, is by enlarging or improving their
“ desires, not of things simply evil, but of things cither
 matural, or indifferent; that is, for their kind or qua-
“ Tity not unlawful, These dusives being improved unio
* the full, or ‘unto seme excessive measure, do, by Jong
* cu-temor continuance, require satisfaction by asstrong
# u fuw of necesoity-(at least as importunately) as ouy
* paturzl desires of food or raiment do.  The more ex-
® cessive or exorbitant avy desire is, the move impatient
& it
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they may dishonour the work of God,
and prepare the, deluded WIortal for eter-

nal shame and pun.lshment !
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it is of ropulse, It is as impossibleYor a greedy-or
ravenous Appetité to be satishied with a spare or me-
derate diet, as for a moderate appetite to be -satisfied
without any food at all, * A vain Fantastic, that takes
proud cloaths to be Part. qf Himsclf, is as desirous of
change of suits or costly apparel, as a poor man is of
apparel itself, or of such stuff as is suflicient to keep
out cold and wet. An ambitious Spirit is not so well
content with an ordinary place or rank amongst Free-
men, as an tngenuous mind will be with the estate or
condition ‘of an hired Sercant ; if no better by means
fair and honest be likely to befal him. A4 Man apt to
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oter-prize himself, and jealous withal of contempt, of
wrong, or of gross abuse, is not so casily appeascd with
streams of blood, as a calm and gentle spirit is with
an ingenuous acknowledgment of “wrongs done, or
with a conrteous answer “for wrongs suspected. The
desire of wealth or worldly goods, after it hath once
exceeded its Tawful bounds, becomes as. unsatisfiable
as Hell. It enlargeth itself by often satisfaction, and
of ‘il earthly and mortal things, it knows no stint
or péuod of nrowth but grows strong and lusty by
waxing old,

“ None qf these desires of meat, of drink, of apparel,
of satisfuction for wrongs done or suspected, of ho-
nour, riches, or preferment, are in themselves, or for

R « “ ther
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The amazing power and force of the
unlawful Affections, which I have al-
ready described, cannot reasonably be
accounted for, on any other Principles.
We have no right, however, to mur-
mur at (God’s permission of spiritual
Temptations (whereby the Divine Know-
ledge of Good and Evil, presumptuously

- % thetr: quality, unlawful. Their unlawfulness consists
‘“ only in theirexcess.  Buteven the best of these or like
““ desires, being improved .beyond its measure, will, fur
“ its private satisfaction; betray the Soul, which gives it
“ harbour, into Satan's hands. . He doth hot, he need
“ not tempt any man to be a thicf, a robber, or 2 mur-
“ therer. For, (as St. James tells us, Chap, 1. 14.)
“ Every manis tempted (to these and the like crimes) by
“ his vwn.concupiscence, aml our concupiscences and sen-
““ sual destres arc always mcreased by custom, e that
““ hath long inured himself to exceed either in quality of
‘“-meat or drink, or to fare dcliciously, desires only to
“ satisfy his appetite, or to observe his delightful custom :
“ 50 these may be satisfied, he hath no desire to be a
“ thicf, to be a cheater, or couzener, Buf rather than
‘“ his intemperate appetite should be unsatisfied, he will
“ takc himself to some other part of Satan’s Service ;
“ and adventure on theft or murther,or any other breach
“ of God’s commandments,” Dr, Jackson’s Works, YVol.
J. p. 62.
| assumed
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assumed by Man, 1s proved and fried)
especially as the Almighty has merciful-
Iy been pleased to give us the most am-
ple warning throughout the Scriptures
of our continual danger; insomuch
that the Christian Church hath general-
ly made the necessary resistance (o Evil
Spirils an express Article of the Bap-
tismal Vow, viz. To “ renounce the
““ Deviland all his Works.” Neverthe-
less, the unreasonable Heresy of the
Sadducees (who were the Deists of an-
cient times) not only subsists to this day,
but seems even to prevail in a most dan-
gerous degrée ; for there are many peo-
ple amongst us, who ‘profess tobelieve
the Scriptures, and yet openly deny the
existence of those malignant spiritual
Bemngs, commonly mentioned and sig-
nified under the name of “ fhe Deml ”
though' the Scriptures afford the clear-
est testimony ' concerning them : but
our moedern S’adducees endeavour to ex-

| - plain
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plain all texts, wherein Devils or Evil
Spirits are mentioned, as mere custo-
mary figures of speech expressive ofsome
Lvil Affections, and sometimes of mere
bodily Disorders.* Howsoever plausi-
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¥ % According to them” (said Archbp. Sharp)
the Devil that is so often spoken of in the Scviptures,
ts nothing else but cither a discase of the hhdv, or a
_phantasm in the hl.ull, or the wicked principles and

“inclinations of : a man’s hemt This is the doctrine of
Mr. Hobbs, and his followers,

“ But lhrre cannot a vainer concelf enter into a man’s
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head than this is. ~ By the very same logic that they

‘“.can prove this, they. may likewise prove, that all those

men th.a.t are 5puk011 of in lhc Old and New Testa-
nent, were not real persons, but qualities.  For it is
certain; that the, Devil is in the Scripture as much re-
presented as a pcrson, | rml subsisting lwmtr tllstm{.t
from God and from good angels, and from mankind ;

T say, heis'as plainly thus represented ; as any nianor

‘woman, that is thcrc mentioned, 15, And he, for n-
51111(:& tlnt ulll say, that when our Saviour was tempt-
¢ od bv the Devil il the ‘wiltlerness, all® this was’but &
transaction of his nnaﬂmattqn and  that it was; only

© his own fancy that-presented to his eves all llu- king-
doms of the world, and that it was only his owd ﬁmcy
that ‘set hiwi ‘upon & pinacle. of the temple, and would

{7dave had bim fallen down and worshipped at; I

: “ say,
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ble this kind of sophistyy may appear,
where applied to some few particuiar
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pussages,
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say, he that would give such an account as this, of that
nmatter, may with the sume reason YAV, that Jesus him-
self was but a phantasm, an imagination, and that
there was never such a real person in the werld.

“ The Devil then has a real Being of his own, inde-
pendent of ug, or any other creature @ and that Beoing
1s of the’ apfrffualfhgr angclic nature.  As there are
good spirits, and good angels, so there are evil <pirits,
and ‘ovil anzels; and of this latter sort is the Devil.

. t ot . I
“ But then, secondly, When we are speaking of the
Devil, we are not to understand anv one particular
being, or any one particular evit syirit, but the whole
agaregate, or c’mﬁpim; of evil spirits, which inhabit
round about Us in the lower 1egions of the air.  All
these art in ll'fté scripture language, and in common
s.liuuch, t;allmll b_yﬂlhc name of the Devil, and some-
times i the plur'ail number, by the name of Devils,

“ For the understaniding this we are to know, that
among that infinite and inmimerable company of angels
which God created in a happy and glmious condition,
all of them did not continue in that primitive happi-
ness: but several ‘of them, by their wiltul apostusy
from God, forfeited thut dignity and glory they were
possessed of, and 50 depraved their natures, that they
were incapable of ¢ dwelling any longer wheve they did
before; ‘but were, by the just vengeance of God, cast

) “ down
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passages, yet there are others so clear

LY

m the literal expression, and so well

cuarded

“ down into these lower regions of the air, where they
* are reserved by Providence, to the judgment and pun-

** ishment of the great day.

“ This is the plain account that the Scriptures give us
% as to this matter, Thus St. Jude in the 6th verse of
*“ his Lpstle: The angels, saith he, that kept not their
‘“ first estate, but Ilcft their own habitations, them hatl,
% God reserved in cverlasting chains under dariness, unio
“ the judgment of the great duy. And just to the same
“ purpose, and almost in the same words, doth St. Peter
# speak n the second ehapter of bis second Epistle, verse
“ the fourth.

“ These fallen angels now thus thrust down from
“ ‘neaven, tho’ they do yet in a great measure retain all
““ the intellectual accomplishments of the angelical na-
“ ture, such as reason, and memory, and knowledge, yet
“ are theyin their moral qualities ,quite contrary to all
“ the good angels; and 1'1+.;urtu:ul,;u'13r as to this, that as
“ the good angels are nfinitely kind and benign, great
“ lovers of God and of mankind, and most intirely dis-
“ posed to do all good offices to them whatsoever; sothe
 nature of..those fullen angels is cruel and revengeful;
“ full of hatred, and spite, and malice to God, and to
“ ms whole creation; and upon account of this, the
“ Scripture hath given to them the name of Satan or
“ Devil, which two words (as all that understand the
% Jearned languages know) sianify ucither more nor less

“ than
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guarded by the scope or intention of
the subject delivered in the context,
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than an adversary, or an accuser, or calumniator. The
one being thé Hebrew word for it, and the other the
Greek word, And indeed it is, with reference to this
enmity to mankind, that most of these names and cha-
racters, that they bear in Scripture, are bestowed upon
them. Upon this account it is, that the Devil is called
a murderer, a decetver, o lyar, und the father of lyes,
the destroyer, the old serpent, the great dragon, with
sundry other such appellations. But then, tho’ these
names being putin the singular number, seem to denote
some single evil spirit, that bears ill-will to mankind ;
yet we. are always to remember, that they are to be
expounided collectively, that is to say, to signify the
whole body of these apostate spirits, of which thereare
a vast number: I say, the whole body of them; for
that these lapsed angels arc formedinto a body politic,

op government, or kingdom, is pluinly enough intima-

ted in the New Testament : for there we meet with the
kingdom of darkness, in opposition to the kingdom
of light; and there we meet with the prince of the
Devils as the chief of them; who is likewise by St,
Paul called, The god of this world, and the prince of
the power of the air, Under whom also, as in other
societies, there arc many subordinate officers, as St.
Paul scems to intimate in the 6th of the Ephesians;
‘where, among the wicked spirits in heavenly places
(that is,in the ‘air, as Grotius, with the ancients,

- nightly expounds it) that he saith wo wrestle against,

“ hae

¥
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that it:is impossible to wrest them from
the ‘obvious; literal meaning, without
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he makes mention in the plural number of principali-
ties and powers, and other rulers of the darkness of
this world,

‘“ This is the Scripture account of these matters, [
must confess, it may séem a very odd thing to some,
that there shonld be in the world a society of such spi-
rits, as are confessedly endowed with all the knowledge
and subtilty of the angelical nature, and vet are so
horribly degenerated in their morals, as to take pleasure
in évery thing that'is naught, and even in ruining man-
kind, if they could. But that.it is really possible that
there should be such beings, dotk in some measure appear

“““from-the prodigious wstances of the depravation of
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reasonable naturcs, that we sometimes sce among our-
séfres ; there being men of excellent parts and endow-
ments to be found, that do sometimes so far degenerate
from human kind, that for all manner of wickedness
and malice, they may be rather called Devils than men.
But that it is more than possible, that there are a race
of such spirits, as do malign the welfare of mankind,
and take pleasure in making fools, and wretches, and
slaves of them, is too evideiit, both from all the histo-
ries of past ages, and “from the sad experience of sume
nations at this day; who (if wermay credit the histories
that are writ of them) do miserably groan under the
violences and tyranmy of the Devil,  But however, no
one that acknowledgeth ‘the truth.of the Scripture,

. ‘8¢ _can
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pervel tmo' al] the tiles of gramimar: and
COMMOGN sense,

‘We are most carefully warned by the
-great Apostle to the -Gentiles, to be
upon our guard against these powers of
darkness. |

“ Pul on the whole Armour of God,”
(says he) « that ye may be able to stand
“ AGAINST \TIIE. WILLS OF THE DE-
“ viL. For we westle net with FLESH
“ and . BLOOD, bul against PRINCIPA-
““ LITIES, agains! PowERs, against THE
 RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS
“ \YORLD, against spiritual WWickedness
““ in high places.” Eph.vi. 11, 12,

“ can possibly doubt of this; for what I have now dehi-
. vercd 1ssn plainly affirmed n the Old and New Testa-
% nent, that thereis no evading of it.  And indeed, this.
“ hy pOtllCSlb of the being of evil spirits, and their ill-will
‘. to mankind, and their concerning themselves continu-
“ '111y to do us mischief, is so interworen with, and makes
“ so considerable a part q/ the scheme'of, our religion,
“ asit is dclivered by Christ and his Apostles, that we
“ cannot deny the one, without much weakening, if not
“ altogcther overthrowiig, the other.” AI‘Chbl‘thp
Sharp’s.Sermons, Vol, 3. p. 60—63.

§ In
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- In the same Epistle (iv. 27.) the
Apostle still further warns the Ephesians
against the SPIRITUAL ENEMY. ¢« Nei-
“ ther” (says he) « give place to the
“ DevIL.” And, in his 2d Epistle to
the Corinthians (11. 10, 11,) he signifies
his forgiveness to some offending person -
(probably meaning that fornicatorwhom
he ordered in the Ist Epistle (Chap. 5.)
to be excommunicated. Hesays, « for
« yoursakes (forgave Iit) in the person
‘“ (or in the sight or presence) of Christ;
h Ieét SATAN should get an advantage.
“ over us: for we are not ignoran! of his

« Devices.” The Apostle James also
warns us upon the same points : * Resis¢
“ the Devit” (says he) * and he will flee
“ fromyon.” (iv. 7.) And the Apostle
Peter is still more particular in his ad-
vice on this head— Be sober, be vigi-
“ lant;” (says he) “ because your Ad-
“ versary THEDEVIL, as aroaring Lion,
“ walleth about, seeking whom he may

‘“ devour,
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“ devour. Whom RESIST sledfast in (he
s faz(h " &e, -1 Pet. v. 8.

The same Aposﬂe also tells us, that
“ GOD spared not THE ANCELS that
*“ sinned, but cast them powN 10 HELL,
“ and delivered them into CHAINS of
“ DARKNESS, to be reserved unto Judg-
“ ment.” (2 Pet. 1. 4.) The Word
which is here translated < down {o
“ Hell,” viz. Tagrapwses (¢ down to
““ Tartarus,” or “in Tartarus;’)is de-
rived from the Greek verb Taozssm,
Terreo, to dread, or be in Terror; so
that even it Tartarus, or Hell, does not
signify a real Place,* itsignifies, at least,
an

* But the place of torment, or Hell, after the day
of Judgment, must necessarily signify a real Place of ma-
terial Fire, because all Men are to rise again with their
Bodies, (u) and consequently will be capalle of badily
-punishment ; for it is not the Soul alone, but the whole
Body of the unrepenting Sinner, that will be ¢ cast into

(e} *And fthough) after my skin fworms) destroy this (Body/
4 yet IN MY FLESH shall I see God,? Job xix. 26.

O Hell ;
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an actual Stale or Condition of extreme
Terror and horrible Darkness, in which
evel

¢ Iell”; ¢b) and as INman Bodies after the Resurrection
will* be ncorruptible (c) or ecerlasting, so, of course,
they will be capable of everlusting Lodily punishment in
“ the firc that never shall he quenched : where TUELR
“ Wonx pietu Not, and the Fire is rof quenched.”
(Mark ix. 45, 40.) and this I'ine (which must be :a ma-
terial Tive, as Bodies are to be punished in i) is the very
same Finr e that is ¢ preparcd for the Devil and his An-
“.gels,” (d) and censequently we may be assured, that
the latter, thoush Spirits, will also-be rendered as capa-
ble, as the Iuman Bodies, of feeling the perpetual torment
of that Fire.  And lastly, it is not improbable, that even
this Terrestial Globe, on which the worldly-minded seem
to place their whole desire and happiness, may hereafter
become that very ITell, or place of future punishment
both for wicked Men and Devils, since it has so long been
the seat both of Ifwmun and Dicbolical wickedness; for

o {b] << If thy rizht Laad offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from
““ thee: for it is_profitable {or thee that one of thy members

¢t chonld i’TEI‘iSlI, and not t]l'ﬂt f‘;‘y WHOLE BODY should be cust
 into Hell®. Matt. v. 29, 50, -

f¢] ¢ Forthe trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
““ aneorruplible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
‘“ st put on incorruption, and this moréal must pufon IMMOR.
t TALITY,” 1 Cor. xv. 53, |

(dj « Depait from me, ye cursed, into cverfasting Lire prepared
& for the Devil and his Angels,® "~ Matt. xxv. 41. |
- ST Moses

- !
¥
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even SPIRITS may be involved, or (as it
were) bound; for the Apostle, by the
| 1dea

Moscs seems to intimate, in his prophetical song, that there
is a worldly Hell—* a Iiress kindled in mine anger, and
“ shall burn unTOo THE LOWEST HeELL” (DIND TV
DYDY ¢ and shall consume the earth, with her increase,
“and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.” (Deut.
xxxii. 22.) Commentators generally remark indeed, that
ITery is mentioned here only as a Type or Metaphor
of the most extreme femporal misery, or sufferines in
this life, agrecable to the tenor of the subject carried on
in the following verses, yet the having recourse to such as 2
Mectaphor certainly impliesa real idea of Hell, and of the
future-destruction of the world By FIrRE ; for otherwise
the recital of the circumstances, even as AMetaphors
or Tjpes; would be uscless and unintelligible, It may be
objected, indecd, that the present world will be consumed,
or ( agreeable to the literal expression of the Hebrew i
this text) EaT by the Fire; which isalso foretold by the,
Apostle Peter—that « the carth also, and the works that
“ are therein, shall be burnt up,” (2 Pet.m. 10.) Do
that the Larthly Fire must, at lensth, crase for want
of materials, if all earthly things are to * be burned up,”
and to* pass away” (¢) in fire and smohe ! VWhereas
the ¢ Firc prepared for the Devil and his Angels,” 1s
expressly declared to be an everlusting Lire. (Matt,
xxv, 411.) Yetthese fast considerations will atford no just

i

fe) ¢ Heaven and Earth shall PASS AWAY, but my words
s shall NOT PASS AWAY.” DMatt, xxiv. 83, ¢ also chap,

v, 18, and-Luke xvi, 17. “
obfection
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idea of -Darkness here expressed, may
perhaps allude to a total Exclusion from

the Light, Comfort and Influence of the
Divine Grace,or an entire Withdrawing
of the glorious CREATOR'S Light and
Spirit, by which Exclusion or I ithe
drawing, the wilful Reprobacy of these
rebellious Angels might, probably, have
been fixed upon them, as an indelible
stain of infamy, to mark them for fu-
{ure punishment, and to exclude them
from all hope of escaping the Divine
Justice I So that those Spiritual Beings,
which once were glorious in their Na-

‘ﬂb.]CCllOn to what I-have before suggested, because THE
AvMiGHTY can surcly render the Fire perpefual, by a
continual accession of new materials, as the old are con-
sumed (or by a variety of otber means, which like most
other operations of Providence, are infinitely above hu-
man comprehension) agremble to the intimation of the
Prephet Isaiah, tho’ the same is also given as a Metaphor
of extreme temporal sufferings——viz. *“ and the STREANS .
¢ thercof shall be turncd into Prren, and the DustT ticres
# of into BRIMSTONE, and the LaAND thereof shall be-
“ come BURNING Prrcu. It shall not be quenched
“ might nor day ; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever,”
&c. Isaigh xxxiv. 9, 10. ‘
ture,
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ture’(being created “ Angels of Light ™)
have rendered themselves most inglori-
ous and defestable, by misusing that
Liberty, in which the benevolent Crea-
tor had placed them ; for they “ kept
“ not their first Eslate,* but” wickedly
withdrew themselves from * their oun
““ Habitation,” and have thereby been
the wilful Authors of their own disgrace-
ful and depraved Nature (the Diaboli-
cal Disposition) ; which is founded only
in their voluntary wickedness; ¢ for
«« (GoD IS NOT (the Author) oF CoNFU-
¢ SION,+ BUT OF PEACE.” (1 Cor. xiv,

33.)

x ¢ And the Angels, which XxEPT XOT THEIR
“ yirsT EsTaTE, but left their own hubitation, he hath
“ preserved in everlasting Chains under darkness unto the

“ Great Day.” Judc®.

-+ God hath declared, indeed, by his Prophet
(Isaiah xlv. 7.) “ 1 ronm the Light, and CcREATE
¢ DarkNEss: I make Peace, and creaTE Evin., [
¢ the LonD DO ALL THESE (Things}.” But * the lat-

“ ter part of this sentence” (says the learned Dr. Louth,
Prebend of Winchesterin 1714) “ explains the former :

“ Lraut being often put for Happiness, and DARK-
| ' “ WEsS
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83.) “.God-cannol be templed with Evil,

* neither . temptelh he -any Man,” - ox
| rathier,

“ xess for ddversity. The sense is” " (continues the
Doctor)’ “ that all the vicissttudes of good or evil success
‘“ are to be ascribed to Provideace : God scts up one king-
¢ dom, that of Cyrus, and pulls down another, the Ba-
“ .BYLONIAN monarchy.’ (Commentary on Tsaiah, p;.
367.) To the same cfiect 15 the Parvaphrase of the learnéd
Deovarty, viz. “ I am the cause of all Goodness and
“ Prosperity tiumrgb my BENIGNITY ¢ as likcwise by my
t“ Justice, I am Author of aflictions, punishments, and
* calamitics.”. And indeed Commentators in general
agree, that the v here to be understood is not the
Evit of Sins and Vices, {  modd hic excludas Precata
“ et ViTIA, quee sunt ex lhomnue,)’ says the learned
Vitringa) butthe Livit of 4flictions, Sicknesses, subjection
to farrfgn encntics, dnd all other external or badily Suffer-
ings, whereby mankind are either proved and tried, that
they may thereby set forth due examples of Fui/h and
Paticnce to others, or clse are pumshed and chastised ac-
cording to the just dispensation of Gop’s Providence in
the government of the world. Nevertheless, Gop both
proves and punishes munkind, everrby internal Exil : for as
the supreme direction and controul of all things whatso-
ever belongabsolutely to Gop aLox g, heis said in Scrip-
tureto Do, what he only PERMITS upon just occasions, *

by

* As when men wilfully forsake GOD's Laws and Religion,
preferring temporal gratifications to Justice, Rightenusness, and
Arpls! Such a gross abuse of the netuaral Knowledse of Good

- | ) and

. 3
i n
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rather, he (fempleth NOXNE, (xGever) no
Beings whatsoever, (James 1. 13.) and
i — Qu¢

withdrawing his restraming Grace from man, and giving
him up cntirely to the bent of his own inclination, ¥ or by
ceasing

and Ewil_is presumptuous Sim; and ke thet committeth SIN is
« of the DEVIL.” (1John iii. 8.) Butif God permits men to be
ensnared by the delusions of the DEVIL « after the working of
“ SATAN, with al! power, and sizns, and lying twonders, and
¢ with all DECEIVABIENESS of unrighteousness in them that
¢ perish?—a plain reason is assigned for such permission—— be~
“ canse they received not the love of the TRUTH, that they migh
“ be saved. And for this canse Goi shall send them strong delusion
“ that they should BELEIVE A LYE! that they all night be dumned
¢ (or judged) who believed not the TRUTH, bit hod pleasure in
¢ UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.” (2 Thess. ii. 9—12.)

% ¢ GOD alto GAVE THEM UP fo uncleanness through the lusts

“ of their own hearts,” &c. And again—* GOD GAVE THEM
“ UP wuafo wile affections.” And again~** GOD GAVE THEM
¢« OVER to a rebrobate mind,? &e, For all which plain reasons
are given, shewing that the wilful wickcdness of man is the one
foundation or first cause of God’s deserting, or thus GIVING
THEM UP, “so that they are without excuse :* (says the Apostle
Paul) ¢ Because that when they knewo God, they glorified him not
“ a8 God, .neidier were thankful 3 but became vain in their tmagi-
¢ nations, and their foolish h-arl was darkened. DProfessing them-
“ selces to be wisz, they became focls,” &c. ¢ WHERKEFORE GOD
“ oleo GAVE THEM UP o uaclmacss through the lusis of their
““ OWN HEARTS,” &c. (See Romansi. 20—32.) and even
God’s own servants may sometimes be deserted or left to them-
selves for a time, as King Hezekiah was upon a particularocca-
sion, when the ambassadore came to him from Babylon ““ fo en-
" giure

T
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—<Qut of the Mouth of the Most High
“ proceedeth not EviL ~and Goop?”
(Lam. 1. 38.) so-that as Iniguity can

have

ceasing to restrain the power of spiritual deceivers.® Hence
arises the necessity of our daily prayer—¢ Lead us no¢
< amfo TeEMPTATION, but delicer us from Lvivn,” not-
withstanding that we are assured by the Apostie James
that Gep “TemMpTETH NONE” (m:gmc.es de auTOoS
ougeva) ©f but EVERY Maw is tempted when he is dragn
*¢ aqway of his owN Lust, and enticed.  Then” (says he)

4 when LustT hath concetred, it bringeth forth Sty : and
T “ S1v,

¢ quire of the wonder (hatf was done in the land ; ¥ for then  GOD
“ LEFT HIM, o TRY him, that he might know all * (that was) ¢ in
¢ his heart.” 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. That i3 {accordiugto the Dutch
annotation) « thaf God might male knowen to HISKIA, and to all
“ the Church, what was in his heart. For God made tryal of him
s for a while by the forementioned dcsertion, that he might knotw
<< pimself, and out of the sense and feeling of his own twcakness and
< pmpolency, might have causeto HUMBLE NNIMSELF ; and that
¢ all beliccers beholding their own weakness and infirmily in him,
¢¢ might scork out their oton salzation with fear and frembling.
« And accordingly we read, that ¢ HEZEKIAH HUMBLED
e« HIMSELT for the pride of his heart, both he, and the inhabitants
"¢ of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord came not upon them o
the days of Hezeliak? 2 Chrou. xxxit. 26. ‘This example
~affords a clear illustration of the true sense i}l which God may
be said to ¢ fempl,” or to ¢ lead tnlo templation? viz, ¢ GOD.
« LEFT BIM, fory hus,? &e.

* When the: Divine vengeance and retribution was to be
poured upon the wicked King Ahab, he was GIVEN UP to the
Jetusion of wicked spirits— And the Lord said, Who shall per-

“ suqile AUAR, that hamay GQ UP ANDY ALLatlamoth Gilcad 37
&¢C.
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have no Fellowship * with Gobp, these
Apostate Spirits have, of course, been
totally excluded from every Ray of the
Divine Licut; whereby, instead of
continuing Angels of Light, as at first

 Stw, when it is finished, bringeth forth Dearn:” (Jam.
i, 13—15.) This latter text teaches us how we are to
comprehend and limit such expressions as that above
quoted from the Lord’s Prayer.

¢ ¢ Gop s Light, and in hini is xo DARKNESS af
“ all, Ifwesay that we have fellowship with him, and
“ walk in DARKNESS, we lyc, and do not the Truth : but
“ if we walk in the Licnt, as he is in the Licur, we
“ have fellowship one with another, and the blood of

“ Jesus Cunust his Son cleanscth us from all Sin.”
1 John 1, 57,

&c. ¢ And there came forth a spiril, and stood before the LORD, and
“ said, I will persuacde hin. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith ?
e« dnd he said, I will go fortk, and I willbe @ LYING SPIRIT IN
¢ THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS PROPHETS. And khesaid, Thou
¢¢ shalt persuade and preval also : go forth and do s0? Wherefure the
true Prophet Micaiah told Ahab—¢ Behold the LORD hath put a
“ lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy Prophets,” &c. (1 Kings
xxii. 20-—23.) Here the offects of God’s permission is plainly con-
sidered as the act of God ; for the spint, being rendered free to act
agreeable to its own wicked principtes upou the persons mention-
ed, gffected the purpose of the Divine Justice and Retribution upon
Ahab, 'Thus the very Devils are used as instruments to fulfil the
eternal Justice and Judzment of the Almighty upon the unrighte-
sus; and in snch cases may properly be said to become the
' Principlesnf dction™ in Man !

crealed,
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created, they are become totally dark,
and opposite in every Principle to the
LieuT, Goodness, and JMersy of THE AL-
MIGHTY; so that they may now be call-
ed, with propriety, ANGELS of DARK-
NESS; for tho' they sometimes deceit-
fully assume the opposite character,*
10 order to deceive the unwary, yet their
Power 1s only of Darkness,4+ being

" bound

& Tor Saray Hirasenr i1s transformed into AX
“ AXGEL of LienT.” 2 Cor. x1. 14.

+ The Apostle Paul apparently means these wicked
Angels or Spinits, when he warns us ¢ against PowEeRrs,
“ agminst the RuLeRrs of the DARKNESS of this world.”
Ephes. vi. 12.  And elscwhere they are spoken of col-
lectively as “ THE PoweR oF DarkNEss.” ¢ Giving
“ thanks unto the FaTnen” (says the same Apostle)
““ which hath made us to be partakers of the inkeritance
“ of the Saints in L1ent: who hath delivered us from
“ rag Powenr or Darx¥yEss, and hath travslated (us)
““ into the kingdom of his dear Son.” Col. 1. 12, 14.—
““ This is your hour” (said our Lord to the chicl priests
and cideis of the Jews who came to apprchend him}
“ and Tuk Powrr ofF DarkxEkss.” Luke xxii. 53.
The Power of Death buth also been auributed to the

sule
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bound (as 1t were) in the dark chains®*
of their own Jniguily or Reprobacy—in
the < everlasting Chains” of horrible
Darkness, + whereby they are effectu-
ally “ reserved for Judgment,” without
being deprived of that activity, in exer-
cising the malignity of their fixed re-
probate Principles, and proneness to do
Evil, which the Scriptures in many
other passages attribute to them. For
without some such supposition, how
shail we reconcile the above-mentioned
text of the Apostle Peter, as also that
which is parallel to 1t in the Epistle of
Jude, (wherein the fallen Angels are re-
presented as bound ‘ In everlasting”
¢ Chains wunder Darkness unto the

same malignant Spirits ; for Christ took upon himself our
Nature, Flesh and Blood— that through Deatn he
“ might destroy him that had THE Power oF DEsTr,
“ that is, THE DEVIL, and deliver them, who, through
‘“ fear of Dearn, were all their life-time subject to
“ Bovbace.” Heb. ii. 14, 15,

* 9 Pet. 11, 4. © 4+ Jude 6.

“ Judg-
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«_Judgment of the Great Day ” *) with
those other texts before quoted from the
Apostles Paul, James, and Peler, con-
cerning the Activity and Vigilance ot
Diabolical Spints.

The Apostle Paul, as 1 before re-
marked, warns us of ¢« the Wiles of the
“« DEvIL,” (by v which word, in the
singular number, 1s commonly under-
stood the Prince, + or chiefof the fullen
Argels ), and tells, that  we wrestle not
*“ against FLESH AND BLOOD, bul agains!
« PRINCIPALITIES, . against DPOWERS,
““ against the Rulers of the 1) ARKNESS
“ of this Forld,” &c. (loph. vi. 11, 12.)

* 4 And the Angels, which kept not their first estate,
* but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in ever-

“ lasting Chains under DARKX£SS, unto the _]llllgl'l'lt‘llt
“ of the Great Day.” Jude 0, |

+ “Tug Privce of the.Power of the Ay, Tug
¢ Spinit that now worketh in the children of disobedi-
‘“ ence.,” Eph, ii. 2. ¢ Now shall the Prince of thisworld

¢ he-cast out.” Johnxn, 31,.—*¢ Becf*cbub the Prixce
¥ of the Devils.” Matt, xii. 24—27.

being
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being a clear declaration of the Agency
and Activity of these invisible Spiritual
Beings. |
Agai, the Apostle James tells us, to
“ pesist the Devil, and he will FLEE
- “ _from us; which excludes every idea
of his being actually dound in chains of
confinement. And the Apostle Pefer
represents him as ¢ a roaring Lion, that
““ WALKETH ABOUT, seeking whom he
“ may devour ;” which absolutely for-
bids the beliet of @ local confinement in
any one place: so that the Chains of
Darfness in Tartarus may very well ex-
press such a total Darkness of Apostacy
and absolute Reprobation, as 1 have sup-
posed, wherein the disobedient Angels
are bound and reserved for the day of
Vengeance ; for  THE EVERLASTING
“ I'IRE * preparced for the DEVIL and
| . “ HIS

* Having in a former note, at p. 131, made some
remarks concerning the probability that the present Ler-
restrial Globe (on which the greater part of mankind

seci
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“ HIS ANGELS;” Matt. xxv. 41.) be-
-ing marked and distinguished from
other

scemn to place their whole interest and desire) will here-
after become the region of EVERLASTING IIRE, Or
Hell, T have since had the satisfaction to find, on a
further examination of that point, that the same opinion
hath been long ago.decisively asserted by my own grand-
father, in a sermon concerning ** the manner of the day
“ of judgment ;" and though 1 could wish my readers to
peruse the whole sermon, yet I must beg leave to lay
before them a short exiract from it, which is much to
my present purpose— “ The sccond particular” (says
he) “ which the Scriptures acquaint us with concerring
¢ the gencral judgment, is this ; that the earth shall chen
¢ be .set.on firc, and that in the most terrible maunner
“ imaginable. Whether this general conflagration will
‘ hzlppen upon Christ’s coming to judgment, or rather
“ will be the last transaction of the judgmem, the
¢ Scripture doth not declare. But that there shall be
“ such a conflagration, and that Tnis FirRe snaLL
“ BE FOR TIHIE EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT BOTH
“ oF THE DEVIL AND WICKED MEN, wWilo wiLL
“ ALL BE TUMBLED DOWYN INTO THESE LOWER
“ REGIONS, WHICH WILL THEN RE A PERFECT
“ LAKL or Sta OF FIRE (as the Scripture express-
¢ cth it, Rev, xix, 20.) is beyond all doubt, To this
“ purpose let us observe what the Apostle says, The Lord
“ Jesus shall be revealed from lheaven with lus mighty
‘“angels m flaming fire, ta tale vengeance of them that
“ know not God, and obey 20t the Gospdd of our Lord

;¢ JtSHs C‘,‘risf’” Q TTIESS. i- T_'
“ But
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olher sz’h’ls‘ by their confirmed propen-
sity to Evil, and their continual oppo-
' sifion

“ But more cxpressly this conflagration of the world is
¢ taught us in the second Epistle of St. Peter, Chap. iii,
“ 6, 7. where the Apostle tells us, that as the world
“ whick was of old perished by an universal deluge of
‘““ water, so the heatens and the earth whick are now, are
¢ keptin store, reserced untofire against theday of judgment
“ and perdition of ungodly men. From whence itis plain,
“ that at the day of judgment this world shall be set on
“ fire, and that fire shall be for the punishment of un-
“-godly men. Furthermore, in the verses following, he
““ adds to the same purpose, The day of the Lord shall come
“ as a thief w the mght, wn which the heavens shall pass
“ away with a great noise, and the clements shall melt with
“ fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are

““ therein, shall be burnt up. ver. 10,

“ If any one be at a loss to conceive how the heavens
““ should be set on fire as well as the carth, as St. Peter
“ three times in this chapter affirms they shall be; the
““ difficulty will be removed by considering that the hea-
¢ vens here spoken of, are not those heavens in which the
‘ stars are, (in which sighification we commonly use that
‘““ word) but the sublunary heavens, viz. those lower re-
“ gions of the air, wherein are the clouds and vapours
“ and other meteors, which are here called the elements,
** and in which sense the heavens afe frequently taken in

1B} ‘“ holy
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sition to every good Principle ; which
renders thewr final condemnation to
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holy Scripture.  Now these heavens, together with all
that is in them shall at that day pass away with a
crackling noise of fire, and the earth, and ail the things
I it, shall be put in flames.  David tells us, that upon
the wicked Grod shall rain fire and brimstone, and an hor-
rible tempest ; thas shall bethe portion of their cup, Psalm

xi. 0.  And our Saviour intimates the same, when he

tells us, -as in the day when -Lot went out of Sodom, it
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroycd
them all ; so shall it be in the day when the Son of man s

recealed, Luke xvii, 29, 30.

‘“ And now who can express the horror and confusion
that shall be at that day ? Who can fancy so sad and
dismal a face of things, as shall then be all' the world
over? Could we imagine oursclves to be present, when
the whole frame of nature is -upon the point of dissolu-
tion, and the whole world in flames about our cars;
with what terror and amazement should we be filled ?

Ilow.would our hearts fail us, and our joints be Joosed,

and our knees smite against cack other, Dan, v.. 0, unless

S we were sure we were in. the number of those who

should be wafted up to meet the bridegroom with com-
fort? Oh, what will then become of all impenitent
sinners ! What will become of all worldly, scnsual, am.

bitious, voluptuous men, who set up their restin this
“ world,
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that * everlasting Fire” inevitable ;
for « the DEVILS also believe and (rem--
« ble :” (Jamesii. 10.) by which, itseems,
they foreknow their own certain con-
demnation, like those abandoned Hu-

man Sinners, who * sin WILFULLY after

“ (they) have received THE KNOW-
“ LEDGE oF THE TrutH;” to whom
“ there remaineth no more Sucrifice for
«“ Sins, but a certain fearful 1.OOKING
““ FOR of Judgment and fiery Indigna-
- ¢ lion, which shall devour the Adversa-
“ pies.” Heb. x. 26, 27.

“ world, and mind nothing but their case, and the gra-

“ tification of their appetites, or the pursuit of their
‘¢ secular interests! When they shall sce all that they
“ loved, all that they admired, all that they delighted
“ in, gone, irrecoverably gone in a moment! "Lastlys
what will become of all those bold profane persons,
who cntertained all discourses of a future judgment
only with scoffs and derision! O, how will they find

themselves abused, and see, to their great amazement,

44
44
14
cé

‘ what they would never before believe, that there is @

¢ reward for the rightcous, that there isindecd « God that
“ judgeth the carth I” Ps.Ivin, 11,  Archbishop Sharp’s
Sermons, Vol. 6, p. 184—180, 3d Edit, |

This
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‘This clear description of Human Re-
probacy apens to us a very prbbable idea
of the Angelic Reprobacy, or the mode
whereb) the Nature of Devils was ﬁrstl.
occasioned ; and at the same time

proves, that cMen are equally liable to
fall into the same lamentable Degene-
racy and houlb]e Apostaq from God,

and thereby may become a sort of De-
mls,* but indeed, of a very base and

*Thus the reprobate Judas was mentioned, cven
by our Lord himself, (who knew the wilful “lC]\Cdll(‘bS of
his avaricious heart, John vi. 64.4 and that he was aﬂm_’f
John xii. 6.) was mentioned, I say, in express terms, as
being Ao DeviL—* Have not I chosen yoy twelte (smd*
our Lord to his dlsmplcs) “ qnd one (gf you is ADEVIL)
John vi. 70. The Max, indeed, was the work of the
benevolent Creator, but he became 4 DEviu by the ope-,
ration of his own mind, assisted by the spiritual Influence of
SataN,whom lie neglecied to resist (thus mlfu]l) abusing
the divine hereditary Knowledge of Good and Exil mthm,
himself) and of course pﬂrtook of the Diabolical Nature;
which will, most certainly, be the unhappy case of every
other Man, who, in like manner, neglects that nNCCeSsary
- Resistance 1o Satax, and his own predominant passions,
whereby he 1s rendered a Sleve to habitual Sin /

+ ¢ For JESUS knex, fromthe hwmmnﬁ, who they were that,
‘“ bLhE"’t{l uot, and who *-hﬁnltl betray him.” John vi, 64,

mferior
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inferior order: for though they may .
be EquarL, perhaps, IN WICKEDNESS,
(when the restraining Power of, Con;
science, or the Divine Knowledge of.
Good and Euvil, 1s entirely eftaced, or.
withdrawn from them) yet-theymust.
remain as much INFERIOR IN PPOWER.
and ABILITIES, as Human Nalure-1s-
inferior to the created Part of Devils,
I mean the ngelic Nature; for, the-
Scriptures informs us, that A"\TGELSr“&?‘B:
“ GREATER in Power and Might 5" (2.
Pet. ii. 11. ) and consequently must re-
tain a GREATER proportion of both, (i. e.
Power and Might) even in their fal-,
len Slale, tha,n_ reproba{p J}Ienﬁ.

The .Devils,. or Satanical Spirits, are
constantly represented in the bcuptmes'
to be  as.diametrically opposite in- their
Nature to the infinite Goodness of Gop
as Darkness 1s to Light;* as False-

* “ Gop.ws Licur, and in him is no DARKNESS at.

“ all” 1 John j. 5.

Iz‘ood
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hood* 1s to Truth ;4 as implacable and
unprovoked Malice !t 1s to everlasting
Mercy and Love !§ And, therefore, 'as
they were really «“ Angels” in « their
“ first Estate,” so entire a change 1n
their very nature may fairly be accoun-
ted as “ Chains of Darkness”—of hor--
rible Darkness! wherewith they are
bound, as it were, and reserved for eter-
nal Judgment, without hindrance or
impediment to therr natural activity
promoting Evil, as far as God 1s pleas-
ed to permit, in order to prove the

* & Ve are of your father.the DEVIL, &C. IV&?”
“ ‘he speaketh a LYE, he speaketh of mis owx: for ke
“ is a LYaRr, and the father of it.” John viii. 44,

t“ Lam the Way, and the TrRuTu, and the Life.”
John xiv, 6. .

n
[
-
' |
¥ -
-
" -

1 He (the Deoil) was & MURDERER from lhe
“, beginning, and abode not in tke Truth, because there
“ s no Truth in him.” John viii. 44.

§ “ Gobpis Love.” 1 Johniv. 8. “ For the Lorp
 (Jehovah) is good: his MERCY 1S EVERLASTING,
“ and his TrRuT endureth to ull gencrations.” Psalm 5.

Faith
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Faith of Mankind; as in-the severe
.trials of Job's patience, and also in the
temptatmn even of our Lord. himself,
‘which cannot be otherwise understood
than in a literal sense; for CHRIST in
his Human Namre, not only overcame
those exlraordinary exertions of the
Devil’s power, related by the Apostle
Matthew (Chap. 4.) and the Evangelists
Mark (Chap. 1.) and Luke (Chap. 4.)
but was also “in all points tempted like
¢ aswe are (yet) without Sin.” Heb.1v. 1.

And our Lord also declared the ear-
nest wish and activity of the Spiritual
Enemy to overcome the Faith of .the
Apostle Peter— Simon, Simon” (said
our Lord) ¢ Behold, SATAN HATH DE-
‘““ SIRED ({0 have) YOU, thal HE MAY
“ SIFT (you) AS WHEAT : but I have
““ prayed for thee, that thy Failh fail
“ not: and when thou art converted,
“ strengthen thy brethren.” Luke xxu.
31, 32. Thisis a clear Revelation that

Human
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“Himan -Natuie is'reilly Tiable tothe
Jimpulse*and temptatlons of wicked sz-—

A~

7‘:[3, * Wl‘hchwﬂl cert’unly pr évail overiis,
B and

% The above remarks are plln(.‘lp"l]]j intended for the
“Use of ‘those persons who disbelieve the Reality of sz-
‘ritual’ Inflience ; -but there ate somie pEOpIe (and worthy
people foo) who are apt to fall into « contrary Extreme
concerntng Spiritual Adversaries: I mean those persofs,
,who, through bodily disorders, are subject to low Spirits
\and'itligious Melancholy, whereby they are led fo con-
“Ceite, “wither that*Gop*has forsaken them, and left them
aer ‘lo themselves, or that it is the DEvIL that is always
¢ bus_/ about them, and raiscth ihose tumults and dis-
- >turbantes in * their ‘minds.” A'nd-as‘this unhappy case
of RELiclous MELaNcHOLY may be esteemed an
Aﬁfctmn of the Mind, s well as of the Body, it cer-
t‘amly relafes to my present subject, and seems worthy
"ofas ‘much notice in this tract, as most other Affections
of the Human Mind which ] have mentioned ; but I am
prccludcd from offering any remarks of my own upon it,
by the writings of my grand father, who has alrc'uly treat-
Yedtthis éase so’ fully, 5o judlclously, and so sfttlsfactouly
Yor “the comfort “of such.persovs as may happen to want
-advice thereupon, that it would be superfluous to add
any Ihlﬂ“‘ more than a reference to those parts . of his
"Works ulipl‘e the =11bject 15 ‘examined and ~Id’is:cvus"smd
*Séc'Arehbishop Shary’s Serfons, Yol. 3. Serm. 2. p.21.
. and
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and become the Principles of Action, if
we are not careful and vigilant to resis
them as we ought.: for Christ did not
forbid the Tempter from using his en-
deavours agamst Pefer, but only prayed
that THE FAITH of the Apostle should
not fail ; whereby he has taught us,
that a sound and stedfast Faita (for
which WE ALSO are bound (o pray) will
sufficiently enable us to remst the Pow-
ERS OF DARKNESS.

But when Men disbelieve the very
existence of those active Spiritual ad-
versaries, how should they be upon their
guard to resist their influence? For Un-
belief 1n the existence of Spiritual Be-
ings will certainly be promoted, even by
the DEVILS - themselves, in all places
_and indeed all the Se;mo;ls collected 1n that Volume are
on such points as are most Hable to perplex and disturb
.the minds of perscns subject to low Spirits and religious
hﬁfelfmcﬁal y; and the several difficuities are explamed

In such casy and mtural arguments, as cannot fail to ine
struct and remove the doubts of every attentive reader,

X wherever
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wherever they can gain advantage by it,
and especially wherever Scepticism, -
Deism, and the groundless notions of the
Sadducees, are openly set up 1n opposi-
tion to the clear testimonies of revealed
Religion, and the true Faith : forin all
such places, it is obvious, that the in-
terest of Satan’s empire will be promoted
by a dishelief of his existence ; and con-
‘sequently, that the Angels of Darkness
will, in such places, most carefully
abstain from every outward and visible
demonstration _of their agency and
power among Men. Whereas at other
times, and in other places, where 1gno-
rance of a contrary nature has prevailed,
and Men have been subjected to super-
stitious terrors, by neglecting . the only
proper object of their confidence, in
such places, 1 say, the Agency and In-
terference of DIMoxs with Mankind
have ever been notorious and manifest;
of which the histories of all Heathen
nations bear ample testimony. |

The
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The uniformity of Demon Worship,
in all parts of the world, before the
preaching of the gospel, “affords also a
clear proof of the worldly Empire of
Satan ; for though Devils were wor-
shipped under various names, and vari-
ous figures, yet there was a constant
uniformity in all such particular points
as tended most to the Destruction of
Mankind, or to lead Men to the most
direct opposition to the revealed Laws
of God, whereby the universal Author
or -Promoter of such baneful devices was
clearly discoverable; the same being
for the most part contrary to the Nature
of Man, and such, therefore, as could
not naturally proceed from Man alone.
Hence we may plainly account for
the universal adoption of Human Sacri-
Sfices amongst all Heathen Nations!
Some of these deluded people withheld
not even their own ofispring from their
| Spiri-
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Spiritual Deceiver ; the spilling of Hu-
man Blood being most graieful to that
Being; who ¢ was a MURDERER from
“ the  beginning.* Ilence we may
also account for the Cutlings in the
Flesh for the dead, and the marking or
tatlooing of the skin, ivhich still prevails
amongst the African _and American
nations, and the present uninformed
Islanders of the South Seas, as'much as
it formerly did amongst the Piets, and
" other more ancient Heathens; for their
marks in the flesh were certainly in-
tended by the Spiritual Deceiver, s
a sort.of Dedication (o himself, 4 and as
al

. % ¢ Yeare of yout Father the Devil, and the lusts of
“ your Father yc will do: He was a Murderer from the

“ beginning, and abode not in the Truth, because there
“ j5 noTruth in him. When he speaketh a Li¢, he

¢¢ speakcth of his own: for he is a Liar, and the Father
¢ of it.” John vii, 44,

'+ T have been informed by an Engli'shman, who Tived
Jmany years amongst the Indians in the internal parts of

North America, very far to the westward, <(and who i
himself
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an affront to the Divine Creator, who
formed Man without any such unnatit
ral

himself fattooed with all the marks of distinction comi‘

mon to the nations with whom 'he has had any conec~
tmns) that he once saw a party of Indians (who had takep,
soine prisoners in war) tat{oo a couple of their unfoFtu-
nate captives with the most curious marks thiey could 'de-.
vise, and afterwards hang them up upon a tree, as a
sacrificé to that infernal Being which they worshipped,
saying at -the same time in their language, that -they,
hoped those two fine Men (viz. finely tattooed) whom
they presented, would be acceptable to him; for thobgh
the Indians in general acknowledge that there is a God,

whom they call the Great and Good Spirit, yet, through
the delusions of the Devil, they think it -moré proﬁwblc
to worship Evil Spirits by way of propitiation, lest the)

should hurt them.

“ Qutre I'idée du premier Istre qu'ont les Sauvages,’
(says Father Lafitau, speaking ofthe American Savages)
““ ot qu'ils confondentavee le Soleil, ils reconnoissent en-
# core plusieurs Esprits ou Gemes d’un Ordre inferieur,
“.que les Iroquois nomment Honiatkon-Sona, c’est-3-
“ dirc, Esprits de toutes Sories. Le nomlbre n'en est
‘ point determing, leur imagination leur en fait voir dans
¢ toutes les choses naturelles, mais encore plus dans
¢ celles, dont les ressorts leur sont inconnus, qui sonf
“ extraordinaires, et qui ont quelque air de nouveauté,
“ Quoiquils leur. donnent en’ general le nom ’Esprit;
“ d'Qkki, ou de .Mamtmr, qui leur sont des noms com-

! “ muns

iy
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ral distinctions, and expressly command-
ed 'in his revealed Law—¢ Ye shall
“ not make any cullings wn your flesh
“ for the dead,” (or rather FOR THE
SOUL) “ nor print any marks upon you :
“ I am the Lord” (that is, JEHOVAH,
the only efernal BrinG.) Levit. xix. 28,

And as the Sforbidding. (o marry” is
declared in Scripture to be “ @ Doctrine
“ of Devils!”* so we accordingly

- | find,

* muns avec le premier Estre, ils ne les confondent pour-
“ tant jamais avec cet Estre supericur, ot ne lear don-
t nent jamais certains nonis particuliers, quile designent
¢ Jui seul, tel que sont les noms Chemiing dAreskoui. Ces
“ Lsprits sont tous- des- Genies subalternes; ils recon-
“ noissent méme dans la plipart un - charactere mauvais,
““ plus porté @ faire du mal que du bien ; ils ne laissent
“ nas d'en &tre-les Isclaves, ET DE LES noxo-
“ RER PLUS.QUE LE GRAND EsPRIT, qui de sa na-
ture est BoN, mais 1ls les honorent par un effet de cette
crainte servile, quia le plus contribué a maintenir
la superstition et Pidolatrie, que 1'Ecriture Sainte ap-
“ pelle pour cette raison une Servitudes ainsi ils sont
¢“ veritablement idolatres.” Moeurs des Sauvages Ame-
riquains, Tom. 1. p. 145, 140.

i
{4

"

1“# “ Now the Spirii'lspcakclh expressly, that in the
¢ latter
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find, that amongst the ancient Heathens
there was an order of Nuns or Priestesses
(called Pestal Virgins) that were bound,
contrary (o Nature, mm vows of CELI-
BACY ; and amongst the Heathen Tar-
tars, Chinese, and other idolaters, even
to this day,* there are distinct orders

of

“ Jatter llmes some shall depart from the faith, ﬂwmﬂhced
é to sEDUCING SPIRITS,and DocTRiNES oF DEVILS;
“ speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared
“ with a hot iron; FORBIDDING TO MARRY ((and com-
“ manding) TO ABSTALN From MEeATs, which God
“ hath created to "be received with thanksgiving of them

“ which believe and know the truth.,” 1 Tim, tv. 1—3.

4

¥ The celebrated Venetian Father Mark Pavul, in
the account of his Travels through the East, speaking of
tha territories of the Great Cham of Tartary, informs us,
““ that there are Ma Y MoxKs appointed to the worship
“ of idvls, who have a greal MoNASTERY as bigasa
““ small City, in which are ubout 2000 Monks, who serve
““ Tdols and are sequestred from the Laity by the Tonsure
« and babits. For they shave the Head and Beard, and
“ wear the religious babit. These chant with loud clam-
“ oursin the solemnities of the Idols, burn many Lights in
“ the Temple, and are cmployed in many cther foolish
“ Ceremonies.” &c. Inveniuntur in Regioneilla PLURIME
Moyacu1, idolorum cultui deputati: habent hi Mo~

ASTERIUM gquodam magnum oppiduli habens magnitudi-
nein
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of Men, 1t -seems, as well as Wonen,
Jaid under the same unnatural restraint
o | through

fnem:in quo sunt circiter duo millia monachorum, qui
idalis serviunt, rasura ct veste a laicis sequestrati.  Nam
radunt Capuf ¢t barbam, vestemque induunt religiosam,
i in-Idolorumn solennitatibus magnis clamoribus cantant,
Juminaria muita in templo accendunt, aliisque coms
pluribus distinentur stultis cmrimoniis, &c.  Novus
Orbis Regionum ac Insularum, &c. p. 360. Sec also
p. 383, concerning the Pagan Monks and Monastery
at the city Caigu,

Mvr. Isbrants.ides, who was Envoey Extraordinary from
their .Czaran Majesties John and Peter Alexowitz, in
:1692, to the Court of China, speaking of the town of
Jekutskoi, on the.river Angara, which rises from the lake
.of Bakal, says, * On one side of this town, likewise, theie
‘“ stqnds a *1NE MONASTERY, or CONVENT, on thal,

‘ partic'ulm' spot where the river JAKUT, from whence it
( 'derzt es its name, emptics ils waters inlo the ANGARA!
E\tmct from Mr. Jsbrauts Ides’ Travels, inserted in the
English edition of Mons, Le Brun’s Travels, p. 165,—In
thc fullowmn page mention is made of the Mongulian
,Deratefs, and he describesa A onngfmn Nuw~,aswell asa
Laxa orPriest; * from whence it isnatural te conclude,
) ' that

* ¢ Whilst the cuvoy resided in this place, he met witha
(¢ Taischa, that is to say, a Mongulian, or Mogulian, lord, who had
4 thrawn, himself under the shelter and protection of the Czar of

*“ Muxcovy, and had been for some time a proselyte to the Chris-
* tiay faith, and received ” (as) “ a membey of the Greek chuich,
‘ | “ This

-
i
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through the instigation of their spiritual

 Adversary ;
that the monastery or convent before mentioned belonged
to one or the other of these orders, They both kept their
account of their vain repetitions and numerous prayers,

by Strmﬂ's of Beads, like our Popisk Christians;* and
thoush

¢ This young nohleman-had a sister, who was a Mongulian nun,
¢ and was greatly_inclined to become a Chmtmn convert, as well
% as her brother. In conversation upon that serious and i impor-
‘¢ tant topic, she would ingenuously acknowledge, that the God
“ inwhom the Christians put their trust and confidence, must of
** necessity, in her opinion, be an omnipotent God indeed; since
“ he had expeiled their Mongulian deity out of paradise ; but she
“ was firmly persuaded, that a time would come, when he should
“ be restored,” (a proof this that the MONGULIAN NUNS are
Pagans) ¢ and never be subject to the like disgrace azain.
“‘ When any of these NUNS, or MONGULIAN.DEVOTEES

“ enter into 4 room, they never salute aay person present whom-
*¢ soever, thouzh it is a customary thing with their ladics, who
‘¢ ive under no restraint ; since their order istoo strict to approve
¢ of such formal acts of complatsance. IN HER HAND SHE
“ HELD A SI'RING OF BEADS, which she counted over and
¢ over with her fingers; and was attended by a MONGULIAN:
¥ PRIEST, whom they called « Lama, WHO HELD IN HIS:
“ HAND LIKEWISE A STRING OF BEADS, which he kept:
‘¢ constantly counting with her, and af the same time visibly mov-
¢ ed his lips, like one deeply engaged in private contemplation,
“ AS IS CUSTOMARY AMONGST THE MONGULIANS,
“ AS WELL AS THE CALMUCS. This priest, by the inces-
‘‘ sant practice of this branch of devotion, bad wore his, thumb,
- his nail, and thejoints of his fingers to that degree, that he had
¢ perfectly lost the sense of all feeling in them,” Le Brun's Trae
vels, p. 166.

¥ In the account of tho Dutck Embassy to the Great Cham of
‘Y‘ rrm:tﬂrj’,

¢
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Adversary ;% and: yet the same De-
ceiger. promoted, almost universally a-
| mongst

o

though we have no account that the ancient Heathens
used BEADS , yet they were certainly equa"y distinguished
by-thelr humerous praycrs and repetitions (for which
alone the Beads are used ') 3 as our Lord himself testified—
 But when ye pray” (said he) * use not va1x REPE-
* TITIONS, AS THE HEATHEN po: for they think
“ that they shall-be heard for their Mucn SPEAKING,
“ Be not ye'thercfore like unto them,” &c. Matt. vi. 7, 8.
* Adversary—The name for an Adversary, Hater,
6_1_' Inemy, 1s Satuan (Iuw) which name was generally,
appliced

Tarlary, (Ann. 1655 to 165%,) where the author describes the
Hlolatrous Chinese priests, (pars ultima, p. 54,) it appears that
some of them use Beads, and arc also, in many ether respects, like
the Ramish Priests, as that they fill their chapels with statucs; they
a¥itain from fesh, bul not all; however, * such crimes” (says the
suthor, ‘meaning such crimes as the eating of flesh) ¢ are casily
¢ pardoned for money ;” and, like them, they boast that the souls
“ of the damned are redecmed from hell by their prayers : some live
by bezzing, others live in caves and mountains, but ¢ the grealest
¢ part in MONASTERIES.”? Some of them have ¢ a long black
‘“ robe, and square cap, and walk with a Paler-noster oy Rosary,”
{that is, a string of beads) ** in their hands.” The women or NUNS
have separate monasieries, shave their hair, and REJECT MAR-
RIAGE and the priests of the sect of Lawzu profess cclibuc
ancd live in monasteries, *¢ Caremonias fere instar Hunmncnsm/
. habent. Hora§ -suas plane more Gregoriano cantillando redi-
¢ tant, Pa"'udas suos ¢t SACELLA STATUIS REPLENY.—

s “ CARNIBUS
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mongst the Heathen, as a sacred sze,
the promiscuous use of Women, in ordel
to

applu.d by the Jews to the Spu itual Encmy in partlcular.
‘and it is remarkable, that muny of the IHeathen Tartars
worship the Dcal under that very fnine to this day.

T Lie

* CARNIBUS, ET QU Z VIVUXT, ABSTINENT, sed non oni-
“ nes, et talia lrecc'nta facile argento cundonant, jactantque dam-
% patorum 1111111‘1& suis se precibus ab inferis redimere posse, “ Ca-
< pillos nnntmuc abradunt.  Alii mendmandu vagantur, 'llu In spe-
¢ uncis et montibus vivant; wmaxing par.r vitim in' COENOBI1S
SC-SACELLORUM agunt,” &c.—Vestitus eorum dispar, ut ex
yuatuor iconibus {| rqﬁrrmg {o the p:rfurc in p. 55./ videri potest.
-Aliqui, ut primus ad fevam ( on the ?t;ﬂ side of the pfrrfe} longa
nigra toga, quadrato pileo, PATER NOSTER aut ROS &RIU\I
MANU TENENTES, incedunt. —Habent fomine sep1rata O
nasteria, qn'r ‘et ipse caplllos radunt, CO‘\I’JUGIU\I REPUDT-
-ANT et Sinice \Trcu vocantur. Terhm Sect:e Lauzi qmdam Con-
Jutii cokefaions 'mctur, &c. (of 1—hnqe follmxers, he s3ys, in thc
next sentenc&) HIIN con\*ohus CELIBES vtVUNT &e.
piaks dltima, p. 54, 55. And lest the testimiony of my Dutch authog
{whio 15 hevcrthulﬁs very renpectahle) should be called in ques-
tion 'by any p'u tial bigot’ of the Romish ﬂhurch I must beg leave
£o add a similar testimony even Of a learned leau:t [ Athanasius
Kircher] who, in his C ﬁum Ifistrata, p. 154, m:ik{.s pamcular
‘bntion of A MONASTERY of ldohtruns Ciunm Pricsts, or
'Ban"’r.-r, at the cityof Cémian ; and i his aéeount of theé Ja ]JEII'IE‘EB
idols; p. ‘139jL he infunns 1is, t’]nt the Japnnese Lelieve that their
idol Anudu requires nothmz of them to nmlme him to save them,
“e\cept i FREQUENT RE P]:.'I‘ITIO\T ofthe words h:mm, Amids,
Buﬂr, thlt 15, 4 Happy Amu'(n, save us. (Cumpnre tlnq w 1th ’an

'''''

I'I“ODB'
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to draw Men by their natural Lusts to
join the superstitious Congregations of
his Worshippers.

Of

The author laétﬁueted, respecting the Tartar Decotecs,
tells us in page lﬁ:’j&, concerning theidols of the Ostiacks,
that * these idols are called Sa1TAN s', a name which secms
“ toderiveits originfrom SATAN, the arch fiend of Hell.”
And in page 186, speaking of the people of Bara-
sINSY, who are a kind of CaLMUcs, he says—*¢ When
‘“ they traverse the woods, in orderto hunt down their
« ga;ﬁe, they take their Suitan, as they call it, along

“ with

words, they also use .their Rosaries, or Strings of Prayer Beads,
which the Japanese (says he) haove in common with the Christians,
and '-e}'nf;h are commonly puinted in the hands of their idols, asyou
see (says he) in the apnexed prcture, which shews the repmtenteheu
of AMIDA, e:zd every way corresponds with the gure of PUSSA,
the fredrfer: of the CHI\IESL'—-IIIM hme .idolo tantum tribuere,
ut d eahandum se, Illhll aliud requtrl credaut, nisi frequentem
- horim uerberum rq:etmeeem NAMU, AMIDA, BUTH, hoc est,

Felix Am:de, sef"u nos.. Que 1erba indentidem repetunt, Rosarie

sue, selt Coronas ¢ glebulis precaforiis confectas gerunt, quas Japo~

m: communes habent eum szmrmms, et in mafarum manibus fere

e’epmaun!ur, uti hlt‘.‘. imagine adjunctaudee, quae 1mnﬂ'mem Anude,
refert, etPrmce Sinarum Deastre undequaque respendet ut postea
ndebltur. See the plate at p 15%, where Pﬂ‘am 15 represented
“holding a Ruerym one of her many hnnde - And. in the picture
‘of the Great Lmnn, the same auther represents him heldmg R
“Mring of Beer!.r in his rlght hand p. 13, and. the priest wlueh ate
:tﬂﬂdh the :del Mempe 13 repreeented in the plnte nt p. 131 and 145, -

with a string of Prager Bcads hlngmg,from his girdle at’ter the
..Pﬂ}m‘f& Fashion,,

-~
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Of this kind were the Rites of Venys
among the Grecks, Romans, and (more
particularly among) the mbabitants, of
Cyprus;* the shameful Rites of As-

- | . tarfe

P

* with ‘them; which is an image made of wood, incle-
“ oantly carved with a knife only, and covered with a
‘ parti-coloured stuff, not unlike thyt which is frequently
*“ worn by the female Russians. This 1idol, or Saitan,
# of theirs is inclosed in a box, which is carricd ‘upon a
¢ particular sledge; and to this their god they offer up
# the first-fruits of their chase, be what it will, without
“ any cxception, ' B

¢ When they prove more successfui than they could
% “reasohably expect, ahd when 'sai'dy arrived-at their're-
o spective cabbins, this Saitan, or idol, is deposited in
“ the most conspzcuous part of their tent, or hm, " its
¢ nroper box, and covered over with' the fingst furs they
“ are masters of, by way of grateful acknowledgment of -
‘' the great success they have met with through their
“ means; and therethey are left untouched till they are
¢ grown rotten and worthless in process of time ;_for
# they are firmly convinced, that they should be. guilty
* of . the most heinous sin of sacrilege, should, the:;r,.-;trip
“ them of those robes, or apply them to any other, pur-

#_ pose whatsoever.” . | o S

@ «"The young women here used t6 prostitute thiem-
.- “ sclves
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tnrte  (whom tlic Heathens called
Queen ‘of Heaven) in her temple at
Byblus:* Those of Thammuz 4 (ot
Adonis ) alliolih"tlle Pheenicians, Sy-
Tians, ‘md \pobldte TC\H' Those of
ol B | - Tunais,

“ solves to such strangers as came ashore, in order to
“ raide monev for their portions.,” Univ. Hist. Vol. 8
p. 239,
|
% — for there she had a temple as the Fenus of
¢ Agdonis : and there such women as would not conform
“ to the custom of shaving their heads, at the annual
“ time of lamenting Adonis, were bound to prostitute their
“ bodics, one entirc duy, for hire; and the moncy thus
 carned was presented to the Goddess.” Univ. Hlist,
¥ol. 2, p. 342,

t % There sat woriicn weeping for Tamdtvz,” Ezck,
vii. 14, ¥ Whoever he was” (i. ec Thamnuz} * the
“¢ superstition of mourting over him was uiiiversally prac-
“ tised by the women in those patts,” (spedking of the
country of tlie Phinieiuns, or land of Canaan). '* Thdy
““ began their lamentations at a stated-time : théy sef up
“ their outcrics as soon as they perceived the river Adons

11 l’
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Tanais, or Anajlis, among the Jrme:
nians;:* And those of MyvLigea, . the
Aphrodite,

# to appear of a bloody hue, as at certain times it did.2.
“ The lamentations of. a.mothier. for fhe loss of her only
“ son,could not be more loud, or-tender : they then pro-
*“ ceeded TO THE SACRIFICES, OF THiE DEAD, huving
 first DISCIPLLNED THEMSELVES WITH WHIP-
“ pingy (which practllciés have since been revived by
rne Cnurch or Rone, at the instigation,. withiout
doubt, of the samne spiritual Author) ““and the next day,.
¢ pretending him to be revived, and ascended through the-
“ air tothe upper regions, they shaced thewr heads, as the-
“ Egyptians did for the loss of Apis; and at Byblus, at
¢ Jeast, those who would not comply, wére bound to PROS~-
“ PITUTE THMEMSELVES in the manner and for the-
“.purposes above. specified.”  Univ, Hist, Vol 2, p..
345.

* ¢ In honour of this Goddess™ (Tunats)  and:
*“ in her temple, the Armeniqus used to prostitute their |

¢ daughters,.

t « The cause of this red face of the river was.anciently
¢ known ; and, by those who,were.not. so, superstitious, as the:
¢ rest of their cotemporaries and countrymen, ascribied to a
« kind of Minium, or red ecarth, which tiis river brought away
¢<¢ when it sweiled to an-unusaal height.  It.is- still subject to the-
« same appeapnce.in the time of floods.” (For which he quotes
Mr. Maundrel’s Travels,) Unpiv, Hist. Yol 2..p. 527..
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Aphrodite, or Venus of the ancient
Babylonians, and more Eastern nations,
at-whose shrines women of all ranks,
even of the first quality, were required
once in their lives-to prostitute them-
selves.* ''he impious Rites of BAAL-
PEOR (whereby many of the Israeliles
were ensnared by ¢ the Council of
Balaam’ 4 seem to have been of the

- - *' ' same

 daughters, it being a custom among the young women
‘ to consecrate their virginity to T'anais, that is, to her
® priests.”  Univ. Hist, Vol. 9. p. 491.

- * "0 gt dn &Ecrx:s'o;' TWY VoMWY ESE TOiGH
BzEuAwnioics, ode der TIASAN I'TNAIKA eminewpiny
ffgo‘u'syﬂp ic fpay Afppoc‘ﬂr;g (who is called also Muaivia
in the same page) "AITAZ EN TH ZOH iy brvos
ocvdps Eesvw, &c. Herod. Lib. 1. . $3. Frankfort Edit. 1608.

Herodotus also tells s, that there was a similar Jaw at

Cyprus—“emayn de % Tns Kumpy is1 wapanAneios

“ 78lw yopos.”

+ *“ Behold THESE” (said Moscs, speaking of
the Midianitish women, that were taken prisoners by the
Israciites) * caused the children of \srRAvL, through the

“ CouxciL of BaLaaw, to commit trespass against the
' “ Lod
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same - kind ; ¥ - and..to ‘increase. the
temptation . to, Demon :worship; it - ap-
pears that the women of the first quality,
among the . daughters- of JMoab and
Midian, were not exempted from that:
most disgraceful and pernicious pollu-
tion, baneful both to body and soul : for
the Midianitish woman, that prostiti-
ted herself to Zimri the Simeonite (and’
was killed, tog ether with her captivated
Israelitish paramour, by Phineas) is
expressly declared to "have been the
daughter of Zur,—|~ who was «“ HEAD'

- “ OVER

L Lerd in the matter qf Pron, and there was a pIaguc'
*“ among the congregatmn of the Lord.” N umb, xxxl. 16.

* « For worshipping Baal-Péor” (says Blsbop Pa-_ |
tncL) “into which they ” (the Israclites) * were inveigled
“ by the women ; who invited them'to a feast, and. there.
‘“ by their charms' excited anether ﬂe:ahl:,r appeute n,
“ them : which they would not let thiem satisfy, unless
¢ they twould both cat of their sacrifices, and worship
¢ their idol,” &c. . On Numb. xxv, .18, ++ =l -

+ ¢ By whose ‘consent, no doubt” -(says ‘Bishop Pa-~
trick) “ she went. upon: this’ mckcd. Jesign, that by her

4 | b noble
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s« over A PEopLE, and of a CHIEP
« Housk. in Midian,” (Numb. xxv.
15.) ‘And he is mentioned aflervards
as oné of THE KinGs of Midian (Numb.
Xxxi. 8.)

. Thus “ the Council of Balaam” pro-
moted the service and worship of Devils ;
and this should warn us of the extreme
danger of yielding to the crime of For-
nicalion, which, in all ages and nations,
has been used as a snare to vilify man-
kmd ‘and enslave them to Spiritual Ad-
versams. for as THE FORBIDDING TO
MARRY is unquestionably THE Doc-
TRINE OF DEVILS (see p. 158 preceding)
whereby those, who devote themselves
to such unnatural commands, fall under
more severe Templalion {0 FORNICA-
TION,* 50, on the other hand, Forni-

e CATION
“ nobleé garb and attendance she might the more power-
- “;fully entice the great men of Israel to idolatry.”

- When Pope Gregory Y11, (Hildebrand) removed
: . the
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CATION is reciprocal in its effects, by
being one of the most baneful obstacles
o

the married Priests (in the year 1074) from officiating in
the church service, and forbid the laity to hear them say
mass, the numbers of Monkish or unmarried clergy were
of course increased ; and the scandal of Incontincnce (the
necessary effect of * forbidding to marry”) became noto-
rious, of which even the Monk Matthew Paris bears ample
testimony—* Porrd PAUCIS CONTINENTIAM OBSERw
““ vANTIRUS. aliquibus eam causalucriac yactantice simue
¢ lantibus, multis INCONTIN ENTIAM-perjuriomultiplici
“ ori ADULTERTO cumulantibus,” M, Paris Hist, Angl,
p. 9. And afterwards, in the reign of Henry.l. (anno
1102) when Archbishop Anselm excommunicated the
married Priests (whom he maliciously called * Sucérdotes
“ concubinarios,” as if their lawful a®oes were no bettey
than concubines) there were not - wanting’ some prudent
persons (cven in those dark days) to declare the immoral
tendency of the measure, as M. Pars testifies.  * This
(says he, speaking of the said cxcommumcahon of mar-
sied Priests) “ seemed gaod to some, and t0 others DANGE=
4 nous, lest while they aim at- PURITY greatfr than thetr
& strengh, they should fall into worse UNCLEANNESS ; ;" €
a remarkable example of which he gives us:in the person

of

2 Hoc antem bonumquibusdamoisum est, el guitbusdam PERICULO-
SUM, ne dum ntendicias viribus majoresexpelerent, in IMMUNDITI-

AS LABERENTEKR DETERIORES. M, Paris Hist. Angl.p. 56+
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to lawful and virtaous MARRIAGE, and,
consequently, to the increase and mul-
tiplication of mankind : but this, bad
as 1t 1s, 1s not the worst consequelice of

habitual ForNICATION ; for men, bcmg
thereby drawn av Vay from the servwe

and worship of their Creator, are grad-
ually led to greater crimes, whereb‘ur

.of Cardinal J’o&n da Creme,* (Johannes Cremensis) who,
after holding a- council of the clergy--in. London (in the
geign ‘of . Ilenry 1I.)-against-married. Pricsts (ard therein
bitterly ¢xclaiming against the monstrous wickedness of
aising from the side of a whore, for so he affected to call
the virtuous wife- of a Piiest, to perform Mass) was himsclf
-detccted;. that wery evening,.m: a- reul brothel—* The
% affair.was so VERY NOTORIOUS (says M. Paris) that
£¢ -1t could ot bé. denied, whilst the: Cardinal exchanged
“. grcat honour’into profound -disgracé.”

* ¢ Amlo Domml M C. XXV' Johannes Cremensis, Apostolica

“ sedis Cardmalls delicentia Regls Anglorum veniens in Angliam,

<< perend:narlfpéreplsmpatus et abbatias, et non sinemnagnis dona-
.¢¢ riis, ad Nativitatem Beatze- Mariz apud Londonia solemne Con-
¢,.silium celebravit.  Ubi lgltur de concubinis Sacerdotum scverissime

¢ ‘ftractossels dicens summum e.r.re Srclt:: de Iafere surgere meretricis ad

‘ corpus CHRISTI confi ciendm * :pse cum die illa corpus Christi.

% consacrasset, post vesperam fuil in merctricio inlerceptus : res
€ notissuna negari NON POTUIT, dum magnum decus jo summum

$¢ dedecus commutavit,” ‘M, Pdris Hist; Angl, p. 10

their

1 R |
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their minds, are more and more dark-
ened, like, those! of the.fallen Angels,
until they ‘are totally deprived of the
Light and Image of their Creator, -and
lose both temporal and eternal Happi-
ness! |

, SRS A AR

When Men are IN BONDAGE (o their
own Lusts, there 1s .no doubt but that
Satan has already ““ gof an Advantage”
over them; and, by their :Lusts, and
unrestramed Affections, does hold them
1N BONDAGE ‘also {0 himself:! So that a
Man cannot free himself. from Spiritual
Bondage, .without forsaking and repent-
ing of his favourite sins; for we can
have no direct idea of resisting the De-
oil (as the Scriptures command us) but
that of reszstmg Evil, wherever we per-.
ceive it, whether n thoughts, words, or
actions, But when Men entirely neg-
lect this necessary resrstance to Eml
they are sure to be led on fmm one
vice
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vice to another, ‘till: the: two before:

mentioned natural and' universal Prin-
~ ciples in'-mankind, intended for their
Preservation, viz. Cominon Sense (or
Redson ) and:- Self-love, have: lost their
influence : for the Jctions of a great
part of Mankind cannot be accounted
for upon any other Principle than that
of a lamentable BONDAGE {0 the SPIRI-
TUAL ADVERSARY, who leads them te
actions that are clearly contrary to Sel/-
Jove and Common Sense, and contrary
even to any-probable gratifications that
might dfford a Temptatwn to Human
Beings !-—to actions "that apparently
tend to l:hen‘Ir own everlastmg destruc-
tion! |

How common is it for Men to lift
their hands agamst thelr own hfe, and
delrberatelv to exclude themseh €s from
all pOSSLblhtV of repentance? Itinust be
allowéd indeed, that real Madness, or

Lunacy, and othet natural distempers
| and
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and frenzies, are frequently the Princi-

wlesof Actien which eccasion Suicide ;
but we have too many . instances of de-
liberale - Self~murder, wherein no such
nalural causes can with Justice be al-
ledged, though generally assigned by’
the coroner's jurtes, through a false no-
tion of mercy, which inclines them to-
adopt the erroneous maxim, that ¢ al}
“ Men are mad who kill themselves.’
But nothing is ‘more false !

- If the Brute Creation were equally
liable to voluntary deaths, Suicide might
with more probability be attributed to-
natural causes only, as they. are -almost
cqually hiable to distemnpers : but herein
appears a .capital distinction between
Human ‘Nalure and that of Brutes.
None' of the BRUTE . CREATION. ever
violate the universal Principle of SELF-
1.OVE, which the Divine Juthor of Na-
{ure has given'them for their preserva-

tion !
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tion ! ! And though MaNis also-endowed
with the saime prmczple, as I have alreéa-.
dy shewn, et the very BRUTES make so
much better' use of it thian May, that
in-them' we distinguish the same Princi-
ple, even 5 by another name;j and call it
INSTINCT—an INSTINCT of Self-preser-
vation—an - Instinct, because it is never
violated.. How are we to account for
this seeming Superiority in the BRUTES?
Why should HumaN N ATURE be more
subject to Depravity than they are?
MaN, who in addition to that natural
Light with- which he was endowed at
the time ' of his Creation,: has since ‘a¢-
quired -an additional.power -of discern-
ment and prudence for his preservation,
even a Divine Knowledge of Goop and
EviL, that he ¢ may know how lo refuse
“ the EvIL, and chuse the GooD ;™ and
yet is in general .infinitely more depra-
ved thanthe very BRUTES! Letany rea-
sonable Man consider how 1mpossible

e 1
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it 15, by. natural Causes, to account tor
so extraordinary a circumstance ! That
MaN, endowed with such a Superiority
of Knowledge for SELF-PRESERVATION,
and also. endowed with Self-love in com-
mon with the rest of the Creation,
should -yet be subject to such monstrous
Depravity, as to lose all sense of both,
while:the BRUTES are never known to
violate that. universal Principle, Sel/-
love! except it be for a reasonable
Cause, that they risk their own Lives n
defence of their young, topreserve their
species, or through gratitude, as Dogs
will defend their masters, which surely
i’ no Depravity ! T'o what extraordi-
nary cause then shall we aitribute this
very singular superiority of BRUTES
1n a circumstance so necessary to hap-
piness. The cause 1s obvious, BRUTES
have never been subjected to spiritnal
Delusions, or to be actuated by infernal
.h - Spiris,
Aa
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Spirits, simce the time that the Serpent
decerved our first parents !

There 1s no instance, I believe, since
that time, of BRUTES being really " actu-
aled by evil B'pirits except one ; andthat
was (be pleased to observe) by express
Permission of our LORD himself, vizi
when the Devils entered into the'swine
by the lake of Gennesareth. For 1t ap-
pears, that the Demons had no power
to enter into the anmimals, till our Lord
had expressly granted 1t: for—* ke
‘“ Devils PESOUGHT HIM, saying, If thow
“ cast us oul, SUFFER US {0 go away inlo
“ the herd of swine, and he said unio
“ them, Go.” The PERMISSION Dbeing
thus gained, the animals immediatcly
acquired a new * Principle of Action,”
too similar to that which actuates poor
abandoned sinners among - MEeN (as
when the Devil entered Judas, and led

him not only to betray bis Lord, but to
| punish
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punish the horrid treason wilh his own
hands, contrary to every conceivable
Natural Principle of Aclion) so the
unhappy Brutes by Genunesareth were
no sooner subjected, like Mankind, to
the Bondage of inferral Spirits, than
they nmmediately lost that Principle of
Self-love, which in them (because never
violated but at this particular time) 13
called Instinct; and by the immediate
consequence of that loss, they have
afforded us a notable example of the
baneful - effects of Diabolical Inspira-
tion,* to which at all other times Man-
kind

¥ This particular case of the Gadarene Demoniacks
has been violently attacked by the opposers of the com-
mon received doctrine concerning the Reality of Demonia-
cal Possessions, 'Three very eminent and learned men a-
mong them, for instance, have endeavoured to accommo-
date to their own notions the evangelical history of this
matter, and by the failure of their several attempts have
proved, that the litcral meaning of the terms in which the
Evangelists have related the several circumstances of that
case (and no less than three Iivangelists out of the four

have mentioned it) cannot possibly be set aside, without
| raising
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kind alone ‘are subjected ;—for ¢ be-
“ hofd " (says the text) the whole herd

. : {3 q/‘

J ‘
raising up. in its stead the most glaring absurdities! One
ofthese ﬁuulvmcn (notmthslandmn hisown error:,) has very
tully and |u=.l]) censuted the miscrable shift to which the

other two learned men_ were reduced, in attempting to
defend their own groundless hypothesis.

‘A farther argument’ (sayshe) ¢ in favour of RE&T, POS-
“ SESSIONS, 15 taken from the destructivn of the herd of
¢ swine, which the DEMOXS are said {o have cutercd, and
¢ stimulated fo instantancous madness. This casc 1s consi-
¢ dered by some’ (continues he) ¢ asa decisive proof of the
¢ power of Demons, both over the human and BRUTAL
‘ RACE¥ andisthought even to hate been purposely design-
¢ ed by Providence to refule the opposite opinion. To
¢ enervate this argument, DR, SYKES suggested, and
¢ Dr. LARDNER strenuously contended, that THE SWINE
‘ WERE PRIGHTED BY THE TWO MADMEN, AND SO

% This conclusion is expressed in too general terms. The ex-
ample is indeed ¢¢ a dectsive Proof of the Power of Demons over the
¢ BRUTAL RACE,” whenever Demnns can obtain the Divine
Permission to enter Brutes ; but without such LXPRESS PER-
MISSION the case itself sufliciently demonstiates, (as I have
remarked above, fur otherwise the esking and grenting PER-
MISSICN to enter the swine wounld be but vain circunistances,)

that they have NO POWER over the Brutal Race. The cage
i3 very different with £luman Bodies, which I have already shewn.

¢ DRIVEYN
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“ of swine vran violently down a slecp

“ place inlo the sea, and perished in the

“ waters.” Matth. viii. 28—32.
Thus

‘ DRIVEN DOWN THE PRECIPICE INTO THE SEA.
¢ Onthe other hand’ (says be) * the advocates for the com-
¢ mon Iz‘ypo!ﬁe;sia insist upon it, (to my apprekension’ [con-
tinues he] ¢ with grcat reason,) that 1T WAS 1MFPOSSI-
‘ BLE FOR TWO MEYN; IIOWEVER F{ERCE, TO PUT $0
‘ VYAST A HERD OF SWINE AS TWO THOUSAND INTO
¢ MOTION IN AN INSTANT, AND TO CAUSE TIEM
‘ ALL TO RUSH WITH VIOLENCE DOWN A PRECIPICE
 INTOTHE SEA;SWINE,CONTRARY TOTHE NATURE
! OF MOST OTHER ANIMALS, RUNNING DIFFEREN?P
‘ WAYS WHEN THEY ARE DRIVEN. But this part of
‘ the controcversy might well be spared ; it not appearing
¢ from the history, that the men ever fell upon the herd or
¢ made any attempt to drive them into the sea. Nay, the
¢ history expressly refers their destruction to a~different
* cause from the behaviour of the madmen. * An Essay
on the Demoniacks of the New Testament.,” P, 280,281,
Many other insurmountable objections are alledged by
the same ingenious writer, and may be seen at large in
pages 283 to 290, if what I have already quoted should
not’ be thought amply sufficient to confute the groundless
supposition of the other two learned men. - And he very
justly concludes thercupon—* For these reasons’ (says lie)
< I cannot accede to the opinion of those learned writers,

* who ascribe the destruction of the swine to the madmen.
Dut
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. Thus tke Anfluence. of EvIL SpiriTs
becalnefzmalllfestly, a I mcsze of Ac-
ARV . lion
Bu't’t‘h;én (unfortunately for himself) he immediately adds,

— .Ne:tﬁer (says he) ¢ can I sce any just ground for as
mburg it to TR AGE'\ICY OF DEuo\s P. “91

“He tells us c]sewhcm, that ¢ 'wﬁrrt s caﬂcd tf:c ejection of
* DEMONS, @5 the case qf\aﬂatumhf{sm der,” p. 178 and:
180—-¢ that there never was, nor cun be, .a real Demoniach,”
p. 240—"° that the DEMONTACKS spoken of in the Ncw
¢ Testament were ALL cither MADMEN or cpileptichs,’
Prop. vi. p.: 92.—And with respect to the particular case.
before us,- he asserts, -that ‘;all that can be inferred from
¢ their’ (the iLvangelists) ¢ saying,’ that ‘¢ the Demons
“ came -out.of -the Men, and eptcred into. the herd of

¢ swine,’

15, that the madness of the former was trans-
¢ ferred to the latter, in the same scuse as’ ** the leprosy
“ of Nagman 'was - fto-cleave to Gehazi, and to his
“ sced for ever.” P.-292. - He- allows l'mwm'er‘ ‘what a
¢ :legrned- writer . (says he) ¢ contends for, that in the
K3 case before us,. ¢, the power of mmagination could huve
“ 2o place.” ® It was never said, that the swine FAN-
“ CIED themselves possessed ; their disorder, I admit,
(says this author) ¢ was REAL, but not therefore DE-
¢ MON1ACAL. . S0 great a miracle as that wrourht upon

¢ them’ (continues he). ¢ can be, ascribed to no other
‘ AAGEXNCY. thun that of Gop.’ P. 293,

% “Dr. Warburton, p. 223, 224,
Certain
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tion' in the poor Brutes, which-overpoy-
ered - thew’  Natural ~Instinct - of : ‘Self~
AN “ preser-

s Certain it 1s; that no created Deing whatsoever, w, he-
ther good.or evil, vigible or invisible, can haye any power
to act without the Knowledge and Permission of the AL~
MIGITY , but, at the same tilne,. we must mne:nlmr,
that there is, a very  material difference between & e
“.Acexcy pf God," :and the PErMIssiox of God.—
God s, indeed, said to do.what he only permitsyas have
clsewheie remarked, (see notes in pages 134 to 137)
and he sometimes grants;his, Permission to very unworthy
AGENTS, both spiritual and temporal, which act with
views and intentiops, very opposite to-the, actual ,purposes-
of God, that argireally effecéed by.their detions ; for. the:
historics of all nations sufficiently {testify, that even the
vices and- inalicious dispositions of thie eneniies both' to
God arid Mdn, are fréquently permiteed to dct as Instru-
nicnis'of DIVINE VEXGEANCE (sce my Tract on the
Luw of Retribution, pdges 125, 184, and ‘elsewhere) to
promote the eternal Justice and Glory of the ALMiGu-
Ty, as he alone can bring Good ouf of Evil.  * + °

L 3 r N [ ]
- L-u.‘ 3 i j [ ] L] 1 -l ! ‘1 |-'\ 1 Ih t

~ -But.in all such, cases, wherein -thore is manifest evie
dence of Evil in the production of events, thouch the
same ave certainly by the Sufferance or-Permission of
God, yet it would be ljghly injuricus to truth to ascribe

the A¢excytoGop. .. v . " . L
! In
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s greservation,” and hurried them
headlong'to destruction; and the cause
L being

-

In'the‘casé before us concernine the Gadarene Demo-
niacks, the' Per'sisston and the AGENCY are clearly
distinguished by the Evangclists in the most express terms,
* So the DEMoxs besought him, saying if thou -cast us
‘ out, SUFFPER' US fo'g0 away tnto the herd of swine,
“And he' said Wnto thenr, Go.” Matth. viti. ‘31, 3%, —
¢ And all 'thé* DEMoONS besonght' him, saying, Send us
¢ into the swine, that ue may"cnt.{-’r:info them, And
* Jorthwith JESUS GAVE THEM LEAVE: Mark v, 12,
¢ —dnd they (the Demons) besowght him (Jesus) that ke
¢ woulll SUFFER TUEM fo enter info them’ (the herd ‘of
swine) ¢ and HE 5UFFERED Tuesm,” Luke'viii, 32.'

SRR PR PR I A

- Thus the DiviNe PgrrMIssrox; is clearly and dis-
tinctly declared ; and the same f:ilithfl.ﬂ' historiuns lcave
us as little;room for doubt concermng the AGeENTS 1n
this matter : for, ¢ when they’ (the DEmovws) ¢ werce come
¢ out, they entered into the swine: and bekold, the whole
¢ herd of swinc ran wivlently down u steep place into 'a‘_iu;
¢ sea, and perished n the waters.! Maith. viii. 52.—
¢ And the UNCLEAN SPIRITS wenl out, and entered
¢ énfo the swine, and the herd ran violently Jown a stecp
“olace, &e. Mark v. 13.—Thén went' the Dexoss gut
¢ of the man, and entcred into the swine: and the herd
“ ran violently down, &e. Luke viii. 33,

* Here
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being knowi, it is very natiirdl tb coii-
¢lude, when we see ﬁz'n'gﬂ‘dr Eﬁ"eﬂ‘s n
Human

Here is the most EYPREbS Evipexce of three Evane
gelms that bﬂmoxs, or U‘«ICLEA\I SPIMTS, entered

ko tbe swine ; and the cnnsequences of that entering are
as clcarly noted ;—the ammals rmkcd fzeadfarg to their
owu appm ent (}c’stmcftou f A cucumstance whlch was
#eocr Lnnwn fo happen, mther before or since that tlme,
to any Briite Animals whatsnever SO that 1; is unreas
sonable to attribute that singular deprlmtlon of Natuml

llllll

Insm!ct i Brutes to ¢ g Nﬂtural Dzwrder,’ Et cause the
been tota]ly unnatural to Brites; though with mankmd
alag!- it is far otherwise; for' #é have almost daily ex-
amples of men thdt afe absoluteljr actuated with tﬂér §zﬁné
tiolent desire to' rush f:eacﬂong oilt v} the world ! But thc
reason of: this refndtkable difference bemeen Ben and

Brutes T have alréady (I hope) s‘ufﬁmently e\p'lalnetT

Now, if it is unrea.sonable to at@nhutn this smgulat
destructmn of Brute Animuls. to a Natural Disorder, it is
much more unrea_sanablf,, if not profane;. to say,. that it
“ can be ascribed to o oﬂter AGENCY t&an that of
& Gop,’ when we cous:dcr that the Demon.s, which are
said to have entered the swmc, were not were nullities, as
this author supposes ;. not & mere name for deceased Souls,.
or the Souls of DEAD ME‘I, but are expressly declared
Bx the Evangelist Mark to be uNCXEAN SPIRITST

Bb TR THVAATR
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Human Beings, that the same “ Prin-
“ ciple of Action ” may. perhaps have
produced

S

TU WYEURATOL TO anabaple. Mark V. 13. For if the Sire

agamst the Holy Ghost (the nmst unpardnnab]e of all

Blasphemles') conslstcd ‘as many learned commentators
have ‘supposed, in attributing the Works of Gop to
«_ Beelzebub the Prince of Demons,” surely it must be
iimost eqim‘ll} dangerous to ascribe to the Agency of Gop
the ﬁmous and profane agitations occasioned by the
mSplratum of unclear Spirits I

. *

But 1 lmpeach not the intention of the-learned author,
butonly the tendency of his Doctrines: hisexcuse, how-
ever 1S a]ready prepared ;. he doubts (in page 61) *“whe-
6 tﬁer tﬁcseepz!ﬁets” (EviL and UNCLEAN, given by
the Evangehsts to the Seir1Ts ¢jected by Christ) “ e
L ;':ress their PERSONAL DisPosITIONS, or only t)m.se
“ EFFECTS they were supposed to produce ;" nay, cven
RAKOS J‘m;mv (Caco-Demon). with him is “ pot a wicked
“ Demon !” See note i p. 61. And he tells us inanother
part of his work;-p.-352, that' « Infirmitics, plagues, and
Y EviL SPIRITS; seem to be mentioned only as so many
¢ distinc? spécies of Diseases.” These suppositions
(for they are merely such) may seem at first sight to afford
some excuse for his ¢ ascribing to the Agency of Gon”
the declared effects of  -unclean SPiriTs.” But his
error has still 2 deepei- root ; he has, in another tract, *

%% Ap Inguiry into the Nature and Design of Christ’s Temp-
“ tation in the Wilderness,” (24 Edit. enlarged.)
L ©L bascribed

LY + ' 1
»
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produced them; especially if there
be no previous circumstances of Dis-
emper

¢ ascribed to the Agency of Goap’ that which no less than
three Evangelists have e‘rpressky registcred amongst the
transactions of the Devil himself,( 1 mean the tempfation
of Christ by the Devil in the wilderness) ; and he roundly
exculpates Satan from the charge; ¥ and yet ali this is
carried on in such smooth lancuage, and with such scem-
ing plausibility, that the author himself is apparently
deluded by his own sophistry and mistaken conclusions :4

for,,

% ¢ There was no real Presence or Acency of SATAN (says he)
<} 0¥ TUIS OCCASION,” p. 63. and that  the Deviw was nof really
“ and personally present with Christ, bul only in mental representation,
‘¢ and consequenily could act no part in this whole transaction.” P, 62,

+ After a great deal of sophistry ‘(in p. 50 to 59) in compar-
ing the Evangelist's account-of the Templation with several expres-
sions in Exckicl -and 8t. John relating to the Revelations of fhe
Spirit ; (viz. asthat—¢ the Spirit look me up *-— Lifted me up, and ook’
¢ me away’~—*¢ I was in the Spirit’—* He carried me «wray in the
¢ Spirit into the wilderness,’ &c.} he boldly cnuéludé.s:'tlibreu;:un in
p. 59,—Thus (says he)from the EXPRESs TESTIMONY of The THREE
several Eoangelists, it appears, € that Cérist was conveyed into the
¢ wcilderness 15 A PROPHETIC VISION, TRANCE, OF ECSTACY, under (e
¢ afflatus or inspiralion of the Spirit of God,'—Bui where hias he
shewn ¢ the EXPRESS TESTIMORY of the Threeseveral I;‘.vange]ists, that
* Christ was conveyed in a viston?’ He canpot shew, that even
one of the {aree has once used any such EXPRESSION, O even the least
insinuation about a vision on that occasion. Though the Exrres-
s1oxs of Erelieland St. Jokn relate to Revelations received in the cay
- ofwision ; yet that dugs not prove ‘that all similar expressions,
whercin
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temper or Distraction, which may leave
room to hope that another Cause might
reasonably

for, notwithstanding the plain testimony of the Evangelists
above mentioned concerning thc Agency of the Dexgil and
x Satan

wherein the Spirit is said to Lift up, or take away, must necessarily
be understood as vistoxs.  If hisarzument provedany thing at all,
it ‘would prove too much. Let us suppose it for once to be per-
fectly conclusive, and apply it to that text in the Acts of the
Apostles, where we read, that—<¢the Spirit of the Lord cuught
¢ aeay Philin,! and afterwards that he was found at Azotus » shall
we say then (to argue like our critic) that—¢ this passage of Scrip-
¢ tureis to be understood as a history, not of a fact, hut of a vision ? ».
64', and that it appears ¢ from the express TesTiMoNy? of the
tE\t (though the fex{ contains not a single word about a visiox,
TRANCE, OF ECSTACY, any more than the texts of the three Evange.
lists do about the supposed visioy of Christ) that 2hilip was con-
veyed in a vistoN, that is, his removal was “ nof REAL and corpo-
¢ REAL, but SPIRITUAL and MENTAL only ¥ p. 60, notwithstanding
that the *m: nftemnr:ls asserts it asa ract, Lhat he was rouND A
A zotust ‘The circumstances of this transactinn necessarily oblige us
toumlerstand that the operation of Tue SeiriT upon Philip, when
' he was CAUGHT AWAY, was not visionary, but ReavL ; and it will
appear npon further examination, that a similar necessity of literal
interpretation is equally included in the circumstances of the other
case alco.  Now ¢ if the Spiril of the Lord? REALLY *“ caught axay
“ Philp” from the sight of the cunuch in the desert, and feft him at
Azotus, there is no absurdity in supposing that our Lord Limself,
might also RearLy he € Jod » by (or in) ¢ the Spirit nlo the
¢ “wilderness 3 and tnat the history must necesserily be so under-
stood, will, 1 trust, be hereafter shewn. ‘That it was no unusual
thing for the Prophets of fiod to be actually # led "—*¢ carricd ?—
or ¢ caught acay,” by—-vrin—the Spirit, is manifest from the ap-
Iuthen510n of such a carrymrr bu the § 'unt expressed by the gene-

Jons
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veasonably be assigned. And as the
example also shews us, that Devils
have

~ Satap in that temptation ;* yet our author is pleased to

assert, that 1t © 15 fo be understood as a history, not of &
“ fact,
cous aud faithful Obadiul, governor of king Akal’s house, when L/~
_Jah required him to acquaint his master ¥here he might find him,,
" 1 Kings xviii. 12..and the opinion of Obadiak, with respect to the.
true meaning of such cxpressions, is certainly to be preferred before,
the sentiments of the author of the ¢ Inquiry,” &c. or perhaps thag
the opinion of any other man whatever, because Qbadiah was not,
only personally acquainted with L&j«/k, but also with a great meny.
other Prophetsof the Lord, having himself preserved the livesof more
4han one hundred of them, by hiding and maintaining themin caves,
60 that he could not be unacquainted with the occasional effects of
the HoLy SesriTupon Prophets ; and therefore we may. fairly con-
clade, that his apprehension of the SrirRiIT’s removing or carrying
th