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¢ ONE Play-Houfe ruins more fouls than fifty
¢ churches are able to fave.”
Bulfirode’s Charge to the Grand fury of Middlefex,

April 21f1, 1718,

e et ——— ¢ Quiod
** Bque pauperibus prodeft, locupletibus 2que.
‘ Aiqué negle®tum pueris {fenibuique nocebit.”
| Horace.

Ye cannot ferve God and Mammon.

Jefus Chrift.

She that liveth in pleafure is dead while fhe liveth. *

Defpifers of thofe that are goody heady, high-minded,
proud; lovers of pleafures more than lovers of God;
having a form of godlinefs, but denying the power thereof :

from fuch turn away. . |
~ St. Paul.

 Ye adulterers and adultereffes, know ye not that the
friendfhip of the world is enmity with God? Whofoever
therefore will be a friend of the World is the enemy of

God.
St. James.



PREFA G E

H IS Difcourfe was orzgmally

delivered in one Sermon ‘in the
Year 1780. It has lain by the Author
ever fince, without the [malleft View. to
Publication. The fame Event, however,
which gave Occafion to the firft Compofi-
tion of it, having again occurred, he has
been induced to revife, enlarge, and lay it
before the Public.  Collier, and others
who have written upon the Stage, have
been confulted, and, whatever he found
fuitable to his Purpofe, he hath felected
from them. This general Acknowledgment, |
he hopes, -will be a fufficient Apology for
the
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the Liberty. In fhort, Plamnefs and=
Perfpicuity, rather than Elegamy of Comm-
pofition, have been fludied. And if, upon
the whole, the. Difcourfe is calculated to
inform the Ignorant ; to deter the Froward ;
to reclaim the Wandering ; to eftablifk the
Wavering ;- and to encourage the fincere
Chriftian in his Oppofition to the Spirit
of the World, and his Adherence to the
' -G{)ﬁ?ﬁ] of Chrift; let God have all tli_c
Praife.

A'DIS-

E R R A T A

fage Line For | 'ﬁead

12 20  facibus facibus
17 15 ° lircus ' clreus
18 10  numerus - numeris
84 5 Shews Stews

o 68 25 loryphei coryphei



DISCOTUTRS E .

J o xxxii. 17.
I alfo will fhew mine opinion.

ACompany of Comedians being in town, and

meeting with confiderable encouragement
from all ranks of people; it may not be foreign to
the bufinefs of this place, and to the fané&ity of
this day, to fpend a little time in confidering,

whether the entertainments of the Play-Houle,
as they are ufually conduéed, can be confiftent
with the nature and defign of the gofpel of Chrift :
and whether any truly pious and religious per-
fons can give them the fanétion of their prefence,
without offending God, their beft friend, and
bringing dithonour upon their Chriftian profeffion.
The perfons concerned will have no reafon to
complain of being injured, in a pecuniary view at
leaft, as there is fome caufe to believe, that a
fpirit of oppofition will be ftirred up hereby, and
they will be favoured with fuller houfes than ordi-

B nary.



10 A Difcourfe

nary. *‘ The paffions of the generality of mankind
“ are much more alive than their judgments.” If
~ it were poflible to fpeak like an angel upon the
fubjed, and to advance the moft powerful reafons
imaginable againft a fathionable and favourite
entertainment, I well know it would be to very
little purpofe, with the great bulk of mankind.
The language of the multitude always was, and
always will be, ‘“ We h#ve loved pleafures, and
‘“ after them we will go, whatever is the con-
‘“ fequence : we will gratify the lufls of the flefh, the
““ lufls of the eye, and the pride of life, in {pite of all
‘“ that reafon, and religion can fay to the con-
““ trary.” ‘T'here 1s a pleafure, however, my bre-
thren, in doing one’s duty. And what {hall be
faid upon the fubjed of the Play-Houfe, may pof-
fibly inform the judgments of fome ; fatisfy the
doubts of others ; confirm thofe that are wavering,
and 1n danger of being carried away with the mul-
titude ; and put them upon thinking and ading
for themfelves. I alfo will fhew mine opinion ; for
I am full of matter ; the [pirit within me confiraineth
me.  Twill fpeak that I may be refrefhed : I will open my
h'p& and anfwer. Let me not, I pray yoﬁ, accept any
man's perfony neither let me give flattering titles unto man.
For I know not to give flattering titles : in fo doing my
Muaker would foon take me away. Job xxxii. 17-—22.
If we, in the firlt place;rexamine the hiftory of
the - Stage, we fhall find it to be undoubtedly
of Pagan original, and invented for the honour
and worfhip of demons. The entertainments of
it are ufually divided into two kinds, one of

which
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which is called Tragedy, and the other Comedy.
¢ A Tragedy is a dramatic poem, reprefenting
« fome fignal a&ion performed by illuftrious per-
““ fons, and which has generally a fatal iffue or
“ end.”—** Comedy is a dramatic piece, repre-
“ {fenting fome agreeable and diverting tranfadion: -
“ or an allegorical reprefentation of fomething in
“ private life, for the amufement and inftruion
“ of the audience.” 'The firft rife of Tragedy is .
faid to have been the following : |

Icarius, the fon of (Ebalus, king of Attlca in
Greece, about 1300 years before the coming of our
Saviour, having taken an he-goat that had ravaged
his vineyard, facrificed it to Bacchus, the god of
wine, During that ceremony, the people danced
about the altar, finging the praifes of the drunken
god. This practice was afterwards obferved every

year, and called Trigody, a vintage fong, and
afterwards Tragody, which we pronounce Tra-

gedy, from the Greek words Tpzy©G- a goat, and
My a fong : {o that the original of Tragedy is no
other than a goat-fong; or. a fong in praife of
Bacchus when a goat was annually facrificed in
honour of that filthy god '
Comedy .comes from' the Greek words Koy
2 village, and Qdv a fong ; {o that it was originally
a kind of village fong or entertainment, pra&ifed

yearly by the country people of Greece in honour
of their gods.

Some ages afterwards, when learning had begun
to diffule itfelf more genesally, Afchylus, 90~
phacles, and Euripides arofe, and improved and

B2 | refined
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refined the ftage, and brought that kind of enter-
tainment to 2 ftate of very confiderable perfedtion.
From the Greeks the Romans received dramatic
compofitions, and, in the early periods- of their
commonwealth made them a part of their de-
votion. An A&or was a kind of prieft, the Play-
Houfe a temple ; and to frequent the Stage was,
on fome occafions, a fort of worlhip paid to their
gods, and the fouls of departed heroes.

Horace indeed alcribes the invention of Tragedy
to Thefpis, a Grecian. Before his time Tragedy
was only an entertainment of muficians and dan-
cers ; but he introduced Acdtors who recited a part
between every two fongs, with their faces daubed
with dregs of wine, or painted with cerufe aind ver-
milion, in imitation of the Satyrs,.who are repre-
{fented with a ruddy vifage.

¢ Jgnotum tragice genus inveniffe Camena
¢ Dicitur, et plauftris vexiffe poemata Thelpis
¢ Qui canerent agerentque, perunéi foecibus ora,” .

Thelpis, inventor of the tragic art,
Carried his vagrant players in a cart’:
High o’er the crowd the mimic tribe appear'd,
And play'd and fung, with lees of wine befmear'd,

Such were the rude beginnings of dramatic
poetry and ftage entertainments ! |

Since thofe times many changes and improve-
ments have taken place ; but yet, upon the whole,

they have always been looked upon, by the re-
ligious part of mankind, as prejudicial to the belt
interefts of fociety, and totally inconfiftent with

the fpirit and’ genius of the gofpel. Yet it muft
be
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be confeffed, that both among the Greeks and
Romans, there were {everal perfons of leammg,
who rendered themfelves famous by their dra-
matic compofitions. Among the former were
Thefpis, Menander, Euripides, Ariftophanes,
Zfchylus, Sophocles, and others: among the
latter Plautus, Terence, Senega; and feveral more.

Many Chriftian poets, ftruck with the beauties of
thefe fine ortginals, have endeavoured to tread in

the fame fteps, and have thought it their higheft
~honour to rival thé excellence of thefe Pagan
models. Among the French they have Corneille,
Racine, Moliere, and Voltaire, who are moft in
eftimation. We have Shakefpeare, Johnfon, Dry-
den, Row, and many- others that are excellent in
their way. But then, though we muit allow, that
the Plays of feveral of thefe authors, and' more
efpecially-thofe of Shakefpeare, abound with much
fterling wit and good fenfe: though they contain
fome fine moral {fentiments, yet, upon the whole,
they abound with fo many thoughts and expref-
fions of a different kind, that the reprefentation of
them debauches and corrupts the minds of men,
loofens the reins of virtue, gives a licentious
and diffipated turn to the inclinations of thofe
who moft frequently attend them, and is utterly
inconfiftent with the beft interefts of - civil fociety,
and with the genuine didates of. our pure. and
holy religion. 1 will not fay but there may
be fome few Plays that are chafte and moral
throughout ; but then the number is exceedingly
fmall, and they are feldom brought upon the
B3 ftage.
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ftage. 'The tafte of the times indeed is fuch, that
if only thofe plays were reprefented, which are
really good, pure, and moral throughout, the
Play-Houfe would foon be forfaken, and the A&ors
compelled to earn their bread in lome more
honourable way. They are obliged therefore, to
bring forward fuch dramatic pieces as contain
fomething droll, quere, ridiculous, foft, laughable.
They muft exhibit fuch Plays as abound with
love-tales, and extravagant amours, and gallant
adventures, fuch as the world never faw, in order
to draw company and fupport themfelves in that
unworthy calling. = Kick off vice from the ‘Stage,
and let nothing be reprefented there but virtue

and goodnefs, or what has a tendeney to make
~ men virtuous and good, and we fhall fpeedily fee
an end of the Play-Houfe.

But without enlarging more fully upon the
original, nature and tendency of the Stage, give
me leave to lay before you, my brethen, the fen-
timents of fome of the greateflt, wifeft, beft, and
moft religious part of mankind, both Heathens
and ‘Chriftians ; both Ancients and Moderns : and
from hence we fhall eafily difcover, that the Play- |
Houfe has been looked upon as a public nuifance
in all ages.

I. Pacgawns.

We will begin our teftimonies with the Pagans,
the moft learned 'and excellent of whom abomi-

nated Play-Houfes as fo many feminaries of vice
and debauchery.

1. Socrates,



on Stage Entertainments. 15

i. Socrates, who was pronounced by the Oracle,
the wifeft of men, looked upon Plays, not only as
lying, unprofitable diverfions, but unbecoming
and pernicious paftimes. | See his Life.

2. Plato tells us, that Plays raife the paffions,
~ and pervert the ufe of them, and by confequence
are dangerous to morality. For this reafon he
banithes thefe.diverfions his Commonwealth.

See the 10 book of his Republic.

2. Xenophon, who was both a man of letters
and a great general, commends the Perfians for
the difcipline of their education. ‘¢ They will
““ not,” fays he, ** fo much as fufter their youth
““ to hear any thing that is amorous or tawdry.”

- See s Gyropedia.

4. Solon, one of the feven wife men of Greece,
condemned plays as evils not to be fuffered in
a city, See his Life.

5. Ifocrates, the famous Greek orator, exclaims
againft all A&ors and Players as {currilous and
mifchievous, and intolerable plagues to a city.

See his Orat. ad Nic. et de Pace.

6. Plutarch, in his Morals, condemns Plays as
lafcivious vanities, and contagious evils.

7. Cicero, the celebrated Roman orator, de-
clares againft Plays and licentious poems as the
plague of fociety ; and in particular againft Co-
medies, that fubfifted only by lewdnefs. He
complains alfo of Tragedy, how, in many in-
ftances, it baffled the force of virtue.

See Tuf. Queft. and De Leg.
8. Livy,



6 A Difcourfe

8. Livy, the hiftorian, who lived in the time of
our Saviour, fays, that Plays were brought in upon
the {core of religion to appeafe the gods in time of
a plague ; but the remedy proved worle than the
difeafe, and the atonement more infectious than
the plague; for the Plays did more hurt to the
mind than the peftilence to the body.

- See ks Hiftory.
9. Valerius Maximus, who lived about the

{fame time with Livy, having defcribed the rife,
‘progrefs, and ‘decorations of the theatre, tells
us how fatal the performances of it were to re-
ligion ; and how the Romans, as they grew rich,
added pomp and magnificence to the Plays, the
toleration of which he lookéd upon as a blemith to
the Roman ftate. | See his Hiftory.

10. Seneca, who lived foon after our Saviour’s
crucifixion, complains how the Roman youth were
generally corrupted by the countenance which
Nero gave to the Stage, and to all thofe aés that

mdulged the fenfitive part. He tells us farther,

that in Stage-Plays vice gets an eafy paffage to the
heart, and that the Play-Houfe is the high road

to the Brothel-Houfe ; he advifes Lucilius to avoid
all Plays, and laments the frequent concourfe of
the Roman youth to them.. See his Epifles.

11. Tacitus, the hiftorian, complains much how
theRoman virtue and difcipline had been corrupted
by the Stage, and inveighs againft Nero for intro-
ducing all kinds of vice by Stage-plays. See his Annals.

13. Pro-
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13. Propertius, a very loofe and obfcene poet,
cries out againft the Theatres as the inftraments of
his ruin, *¢ Oh nimis exitio nata Theatra meo?!”

See his Works.

14. C. Plinius Secundus, ftiles Stage-Plays ef-
feminate arts, altogether unbecoming men, and
intolerable mifchiefs. Paneg. Trajan.

15. Ovid, that wanton poet, informs Auguftus,
that Play-Houfes are the nurferies of all wicked-

nefs, the congrefs of Adulteries, and therefore ad-
vifes him to demoh[h them :

¢ Ut tamen hoc fateor, Iudi quoque {emina prbent .
—— *¢ Nequitiz : tolli tota Theatra jube.

¢¢ Peccandi caufam quam multis {epe dederunt
— ¢ Tollatur lircus,”

De TrisTisvus, L. 2.

In his poem De Arte Amandi, he tells his leche-
rous affociates, that the Play-Houfes were the beft
fairs for unchafte bargains, the moft commodious
haunts for amorous fellows, and the only places for
panders and whores

‘¢ Sed tu precipue curvis venare Theatris
¢¢ Hzc loca funt votis fertiliora tuis
¢¢ Illic invenies quid ames—
¢ Notat fib1 quifquam puellam,
‘ Ruit ad celebres cultiffima feemina ludos;
¢¢ Copia judicium fepe morata meum eft.
¢¢ Spedftatum veniunt, veniunt {pectentur ut ipfez;
¢¢ Ille locus cafti damna pudoris habet,"~ L 1.

He afterwards adds, that it was impoflible for
parents, or hufbands, to keep their children and

wives chafte, while fo many Play-Houfes were fuf-
fered in the city:

Quid
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. Quid faciet cuftos cum {int tot in urbe Theatra ? L 3.

In another Place he advifes all thofe who would
live chaftely, to withdraw from the Play-Houfe,

and to throw away all Play-Books, amorous poems,
efpecially Tibullus and Callimachus, yea and hls

own wanton verfes :

é¢ At tanti tibi fit non indulgere Theatris
¢¢ Dum bene de vacuo pectore cedat amor.
¢¢ Enervant animos cithare, cantufque, lyraque,

¢ Et vox, et numerus brachia rmota fuis.
¢ Tllic affidue fi&ti {altantur amantes,

¢¢ Quid caveas, actor, quid juvet, arte docet.

~—n~ ¢¢ T'eneros ne tangas poetas—-Callimachum fugito—
¢ Carmina quls potuit tuto legifle Tibulli?”

| De Remep. Awm. L. 2.

16. Marcus Antoninus, the Emperor of Rome,
in his Commentaries, informs-us, that he had to
thank his great grand-father for not running the
1tk of a public education, and for providing him
malters at home, from whom he learnt not to
overvalue the diverfions of the Theatre.

Many more Heathen teftimonies might be pro-;
duced, if it were neceflary; but thefe are fufhcient
to fhew in what repute virtue was held among fome
of them, and how they abhorred the Stage as an
enemy to all good. And fhall we, my brethren,
who call ourfelves Chriftians, and who pretend to
be the lovers, and followers, and imitators. of the
pure, and holy, and meek, and lowly, and morti-
fied Jefus, countenance thefe Theatrical entertain-
- ments, which even the wifer Heathens cenfured as
the plague of focieties, and the ruin of common

morality?
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morality? We ought to be athamed of ourfelves.
There are many of us that can find a fhilling or
two to go to the Play, who can very feldom find an
inclination to give the fame pittance to relieve the
wants of a poor diftrefled fellow-creature: or if we
are now and then conftrained to give a trifle, it
comes from us like our heart’s blood. Many a
poor young man and woman labours hard to fave
fixpence to go tothe Play with, to have their
fancies pleafed and their paflions thrown into
tumult, who never gave fixpence to-a miferable
objedt in the whole courfe of their lives, and who
are in debt at the fame time in half the thops in the
town. Yea, inftances might be produced of perfons,
who go and buy bread upon credit, and fell it
again at an inferior price, to enable them to pur~
chafe a ticket for the play, that they may have the
bleffed privilege of hearinga parcel ofmock-heroes
and romantic lovers difcourfing one with another!
Surely minifters and magiitrates ought to ufe ail the
power and influence they are poffefled of, efpecially
in country trading towns, to prevent fuch mifchiefs.
But alas! it may be faid of us with too much pro-
priety as of the Jewith polity : The whole kead is fick,
and the whole heart faint.  From the fole of the foot
even unto the head, there ts no foundnefs init; butwounds,
and bruifes, and putrifying Jores.

Permit me ftill further to require your attention
while I lay before you the opinions of the holy Fathers
in the firft and pureft ages of the Chriftian church.
They looked upon the Stage, not only as a fcene of
folly, but nnplety., and therefore the Chriftians in

thofe
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thofe days durft not attend the public Shews that were
exhibited in difterent places for the entertainment
and diverfion of the people. This is fo notorious
that the Heathens objedted it as a great crime againft
the Chriftians that they would not attend them. This
appears from Minutius Feelix, a famous Roman
lawyer, who flourifhed about two hundred years
after Chrift, and with whofe teftimony I begin.

II. Caristian FaTHERS.

1. ** TheRomans,” fays Cazcilius, the Heathen,
in Minutius, * govern and enjoy the world, while
‘“ you Chriftians are careful and mopith, abftain-
‘“ ing even from lawful pleafures; you vifit not
‘“ Shews, nor are prefent at the Pomps: you
‘“ abhor the holy Games—a melancholy ghafily
‘“ people ye are.”— |

‘““ True,” fays, OQavius, * we Chriftians re-
““ frain from the Play-Houfe, becaufe of its in-
‘“ tolerable corruptions.—We cannot be prefent
‘“ at the Plays, without great fin and fhame.”—

2. Theophilus, bithop of Antioch, who flou-
rithed about the year 170,1n his book to Autolicus
has thefe words :—*¢ It is not lawful for us to be
‘“ prefent at the prizes of your gladiators, left by
‘¢ this means we {hould be acceflaries to the mur-
** ders there committed. Neither dare we prefume
‘“ upon the liberty of your other Shews, left our
‘“ {enfes fhould be tin&ured and difobliged with
‘* indecency and profanenefs. The tragical dif-
‘* tractions of T'ereus and Thyeftes are nonfenfe
' to us, We are for {eeing no reprefentations of

lewdnefs.
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i lewdnels,—God forbid that Chriftians, who are
« remarkable for modefty and refervednefs ; who
« are obliged to difcipline, and trained up in
« yirtue, God forbid, I fay, that we fhould dif-

*“ honour our thoughts, much lefs our practice,
v with fuch wickednefs as this!”

3. Tertullian, who flourithed in the fame cen-
tury, is copious upon this fubjet.—** We Chrif-
* tians havenothing to do with the frenzies of the
‘* Race-Ground, the lewdnefs of the Play—Houfe,
‘“ or the barbarities of the Bear-Garden.”—

‘“ Some people’s faith is either too full of fcru-
* ples or too barren of {fenfe, Nothing will ferve
““ to fettle them but a plain text of Scripture.
‘“ They hover in uncertainty, becaufe it is not
“ faid as exprefily, Thou fhalt not go to the Play-
‘“ Houfe, asit is, Thou fhalt not kill. But this
‘ looks more like fencing than argument. For
we have the meaning of the prohibition though
‘“ not the found in the firlt plalm: Bleffed is the
“ man that walks not in the council of the ungod!y, nor

“ flands in the way of f inners, nor fits in the feat of
‘ the feornful.”

““ Since human prudence has thought fit to de-
“ grade the Stage, notwithftanding the diverting-
‘““ nefsof 1it: fince pleafure cannot make them an
‘““ intereft here, nor fhelter them from cenfure:
* how will they be able to ftand the {hock of di-

* vine juftice ; and what reckoning have they rea-
* fon to expect hereafter ?”

‘“ All things confidered, it is no wonder fuch
“ people fhould fall under poffeflion. God knows

w¢E
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““ we have had a fad example of this already. A
““ certain woman went to the Play-Houfe, and
‘“ brought the devil home with her. And when
““ the unclean fpirit was prefled in the exorcifm,
‘“ and afked how he durft attack a Chriftian: 1
** have done nothing, fays he, but what I can jufs
*“ tify: for I feized her upon my own ground.
‘ Indeed, how many inftances have we of others
who have apoftatized from God by this correfpon-
dence with the devil? What communion has light
with darknefs? No man can ferve two maflers, -nor
have life and death in him at the fame time.”
““ Will you not then avoid this {eat of infection ?
The very air f{uffers by their impurities, and
*“ they almoft pronounce the plague. What tho’
‘“ the performance may be in fome meafure pretty
and entertaining ? What though innocence, yea,
and virtue too, ihines through fome part of it?
It is not'the cuftom to prepare poifon unpala-
table, nor make up ratfbane with rhubarb and
‘“ fena. No. To have the mifchief fpeed they
‘“ muft oblige the fenfe, and make the dofe plea-
‘“ fant. Thus the devil throws in a cordial drop
‘“ to make the draught go down; and fteals fome
** few ingredients from the difpenfatory of heaven.
‘ In fhort, look upon all the engaging {entences
‘“ of the Stage; their flights of fortitude and phi-
‘“ lofophy, the loftinefs.of their ftyle, the mufic
** of their cadence, and the finenefs of the con-
*“ du&: look upon it, I fay, as honey dropping
** from the bowels of a toad, or the bag of a {pi-
‘““der:’
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der: let your health over-rule your pleafure,
and don’t die of a little liquorifhnefs.”

« In earneft, Chriftian, our time for entertain-
ment is not yet: you are too craving and ill-
managed if you are fo violent for delight; and
let me tell you, no wifer, than you fhould be,
if you count fuch things fatisfadtions. Some

philofophers placed their happinefs in bare tran-

quillity. Eafinefs of thought, and abfence of
pain, was all they aimed at. But this it
feems will not fatisfy thee. ‘Thou lieft fighing
and hankering after the Play-Houfe. Prithee
recollect thyfelf. "Thou knowelt death ought to
be our pleafure; and therefore 1 hope life may
be a little without it. Are not our defires the
fame with the apoftle’s, to be diffolved and to be
with Ghriff. Let us a&t up to our pretenfions,
and let pleafure be true to inclination.”
*“ But 1f you cannot wait for delight; if you
muft be put into prefent pofleffion, we will caft
the caule upon that iffue. Now were you not
unreafonable, you would perceive the liberali-
ties -of Providence, and find yourfelf almoft in
the midft of fatisfaction. For what can be more
tranfporting than the friendfhip of heaven, and
the difcovery of truth; than the fenfe of our
miftakes, and the pardon of our {ins? "What
greater pleafure can there be than to {corn being
pleafed? to contemn the world? and to be a
flave to nothing? It is a mighty fatisfadion I
take it to have a clear confcience; to make life
no burden, nor death any terror! to trample
' upon
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‘“ upon the Pagan deities; to batter principalities
‘“ and powers, and force the devils to refign!
** Thefe are the delights, thefe are the noble en-
 tertainments of Chriftians : and befides the ad-
““ vantage of the quality, they are always at hand,
* and coft us nothing. Works, paffim.

Clemens Alexandrinus, who lived about the year
200, affirms, that the Circus and Theatre may-not
improperly be called the ** Chair of Peftilence.”—
“ Away then with thefe lewd, ungodly diverfions,
‘“ and which are but impertinence at the beft.
‘* What part of impudence either in words or
‘“ pradtice is omitted by the Stage? Don't the
¢ buffoons take almolft all manner of liberties, and
‘“ plunge through thick and thin to make a jeft?
‘“ Now thofe who are affedted with a vicious fatis-
¢ faction, will be haunted with theidea and fpread
‘ the infection. But if a man 1s not entertained,
“ to what" purpofe fhould he go thither? Why
*¢ {hould he be fond where he finds nothing, and
‘“ court that which {leeps upon the fenfe? If it is
‘¢ faid thefe diverfions are taken only to unbend
‘¢ the mind and refrefh nature a little. To this ]
““ anfwer, that the {paces between bufinefs {hould
‘* not be filled up with fuch rubbifh. A wife man
** has a guard upon his recreations, and always
‘« prefers the profitable to the pleafant.”

De Pedag. Lib. 3.

5. St. Cypran, who lived in the third century,

has {poken at large upon the Stage, and after hay-

ing defcribed the diverfions of the Play-Houfe, he
expoftulates in this manner :

1 Wbat
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t« What bufinefs has a Chriftian at fuch places
« as thefe? a Chriftian who has not the liberty fo
« much as to think of an ill thing? Why does he
« entertain himfelf with lewd reprefentations?
« Has he a mind to difcharge his modefty that he
« may fin afterwards with the more boldnefs?
“ Yes: this is the confequence By ufing to fee
 thefe things; he will learn to do them.—Why
« need I menticn the levities and impertinence in
“ Comediés, or the ranting diftradtions of Trage-
« dy?—The folly of them is egreglous and un-
“ bhecoming the gravity of Believers,”—

“ As 1 have often faid, thefe foppiih, thefe per-
¢ nicious diverfions, muft be avoided. We muft
“ {et a guard upon our fenfes, and keep the centi-
“ nel always upon duty. T'o make vice familiar
“ to the ear is the way to recommend it. And
“ fince the mind of man has a natural bent to ex-
“ travagance; how is it likely to hold out under
¢ example and invitation® If you pufh that
~ which totters already, whither will it tumble ?
“ In earneft; we muft draw off our inclinations
“ from thefe vanities. A Chriftian has much bet-
“ ter fights than thefe to look at. "He has folid

“ fatisfadtions in his power, which will pleafe and
“ improve him at the fame time.”

““ Would a Chriftian be agreeably refrefhed?
“ Let him read the Scriptures. Here the entertain-
“ ment will fuit his charader, and be big enough

“ for his quality.~~Beloved, how noble, how mov-
" ing, how profitable a pleafure is it to be thus

C employed?
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« employed? To have our expectations always iy
« profpedt, and to be intent on the glories (f
¢ heaven?" Works, paffin.

6. La®antius’s teftimony, who lived in the fam
century, fhall come next. This eloquent authe
in his Divine Inftitutions, which he dedicates tq
Conftantine the Great, cautions the Chriftiag
againft the Play-Houfe, from the diforder and dan.
ger of thofe places. For, as he obferves,

¢ The debauching of virgins, and the amours ¢
“ ftrumpets are the fubjec of Comedy. And her
‘¢ the rule is, the more rhetoric the more mifchzef.
“— At laft Lie concludes with this advice::

‘ Let us avoid therefore thefe diverfions, lef
¢ fomewhat of the malignity thould feize us. Lg
‘“ us avoid thefe pleafures, not only that vice ma
““ not make an Impreflion on our minds, whid
¢« difturbs the peace and tranquillity of our hearts
‘¢ put that we may not fuffer ourfelves, in com
‘¢ pliance with the cuftom of the world, to h
¢ tranfported by the attraéions of pleafure, whic
¢ take us off from God, and frmn the good work
‘¢ which we ought to do."—

““ Fine verfes and agreeable difcourfes gain th
“ mind and carry it whither they will: therefor
* he who fecks truth and would not deceive him
‘“ felf, ought to reject thefe pernicious pleafures to
‘“ which the foul ahandons itfelf, as the body ©
¢ delicious food, however deftrudive toit. W
¢ muft prefer real things to appearances, the ufe
¢ ful to the agreeable, and eternal things to thof

** which pals away. ‘Take no pleafure in Jooking
¢e On



on Stige Entertainments. o7

© on any other actions but what are juft and pious,
§ ¢ or in hearing any thing but what nourifhes the
§ * foul and may render you better. Take care not
|« to make an ill ufe of that fenfe which was given
k¢ usto hearken to the inftruions of God. If then
b« you delight in verfes and fongs, let your plea-
§ © fure be to fing, or hear others {ing, the praifes
| ¢ of God. True pleafure is that which is accom-
“ panied with virtue, a pleafure that is not tran-
| + fitory and perithable, as thofe others are, which
I * are fought by fuch perfons who, like the beafts,
} ¢ follow the inclinations of the body; but it ig
| ¢ perpetual and always fatisfactory. He who pafles
t « this bound, and {eeks pleafure merely for its
§ ¢ own fake, procures death to himfelf. For a3
| ¢ virtue leads to eternal life, fo does pleafure fead -
} ¢ to death: for he that fixes himfélf to temporal
| ¢ things muft lofe the eternal: he. that places his
| ¢ affe@tion on earthly things,” ean have no part in
| « the delights of heavenly. As it is by virtue, by
| * labour and fufferings, that God calls us to life 3
| “ fo by pleafure the devil leacs us to death® as
| “ real happinefs is acquired by feeming evils, fo
| real mifery is procured by apparent good. Let
| us then thun pleafures, as {nares and nets, left
| by engaging ourfelves in foftnefs and luxury,
* and becoming flaves to the body, we fall with it
" under the power of death.”

7. St. Cyril, who lived in the fourth century,

10 his Catechifm for the newly baptized, has thefe
 words : |

Ce ‘“ You
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¢ You have faid at your baptifm, I renounce
¢t thee, O Satan; I renounce all thy works and
t¢ all thy pomps. The pomps of the devil are the
¢t diverfions of the theatre, and all other the like
¢ vanities ; from which holy David begs of Gaod
t to be delivered: Turn away mine eyes, fays he,
“ that they behold not vanity. Do not then fuffer
¢ yourfelf to be led away by a fondnefs for the
¢ entertainments of the Stage, to behold there the
‘ extravaganciesrof Plays full of wantonnets and
¢ jmpurity.”

8. St. Ambrofe, bifhop of Milan, in the fame
centur)'r, in his treatife on the Tranfitorinefs of the
World, tells us, that “¢ the Circus is but vanity;
¢« the Horfe-Races are vanity, being of no ufe to
t {alvation: the Theatre and all other Shews are
¢ nothing elfe but vanity.”

g. St. Chryfoftom, who lived about the fame

period, is very copious upon this fubjedt. A few
lines may be fuflicient to {hew his opinion.
-« Moftpeople,” fays this eloquent writer, * fancy
““ the unlawfulnefs of going to Plays is not clear.
¢ But by their favour, a world of diforders are the
‘“ confequences of fuch a liberty. For frequenting
¢ the Play-Houfe hasbrought whoring and ribaldry
““ into vogue, and finithed all the parts of de-
¢t bauchery."—

‘“ You'll fay, I can give you many inftances
‘“ where the Play-Houfe has done no harm.
“ Dont miftake. Throwing away of time, and
*“ {etting an ill example, has a great deal of harm

“ jnits and thus far you are guilty, at the beft
¢« For
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¢« For granting your-own virtue impenetrable and
“ out of reach, granting the protection of your
« temper has brought you off unhurt, are all peo-
“ ple thus fortified? By no means. Many a weak
‘ brother has ventured after you, and mifcarried
“ upon your precedent ; and fince you make others
“ thus faulty, how can you be innocent yourfelf 2
t All the people undone there will lay their ruin
“ at your door, 'The company are all acceflary to
* the mifchief of the place. For were there no
« audience we fhould have no a&ting. And there-
“ fore thofe who join in the crime will never be
‘ parted in the punilbment. Granting your mo-
“ defty has fecured you, which, by the way, we
“ believe nothing of; yet, fince many have been
“ debauched by the Play-Houle, you muft expect a
“ {evere reckoning for giving them encouragement.
“ Though after all, as virtuous as you are, I doubt
“ not, you would have been much better, had you
“ kept away.”

‘“ In fine, let us not difpute to no purpofe: the
practice will not bear a defence. Where the
caufe is naught, it is in vain to rack our reafon,
‘and ftrain for pretences. The beft excufe for
what 1s paft, is to ftand clear from the danger,
and do fo no more.” Works, paffim.
10. St. Jerome, in the fame age, cautions ** the
“ ladies againft having any thing to do with the
* Play-Houfe, againft lewd fongs, and ill conver-
" fation; becaufe they fet ill humours at work,
* carefs the fancy, and make pleafure a convey-
* ance for deftrudion.”—He tells us, in anothex

C3 place,
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place, ¢ We muft decline the Theatres, and all
* other dangerous diverfians, which flain the inno-
¢ cence of the foul, and flip into the will through
‘ the fenfes.”

11. St. Auguftine, of the fifth century, 1s large
upon the fame entertainments. A few words from
him fhall fufhce :

‘* The generality fuppofe the world goes won-
‘“ derfully well when people make a figure: when
*“ a man is a prince in his {ortune, but a beggar in
¢ his virtue: has a great many fine things about
 him, but not {o much as one good quality to de-
¢ ferve them : when the Play-Houfes g0 P, and
‘ geligion goes down: when prodigality is ad-
“ mired, and charity laughed at: when the
¢ Players can revel with the rich man’s purfe, and
‘“ the poor have fcarce enough to keep lifeand foul
¢ together.”—*" When God fuffers thefe things to
‘“ flourilh we m_ay be fure he is moft angry. Pre-
‘* fent impunity is the deepeft revenge. But
¢ when he cuts off the fupplies of luxury, and dif-
¢ ables the powers of extravagance, then, as ong

““ may {ay, he is mercifully fevere.” '

| Fifth Epifile to Marcellinus, paffim.
12. St. Ifidore, of the fame century, tells us,
- that ¢ the chief ftudy of Rlayers is to corrupt the
¢“ people and not to render them better; forit
‘¢ is by the debauchery of their auditors they have
*“ their gain; fo that if the people were reformed,
‘“ the Players'trade would immediately be ruined.”

—** He who 1 extremely fond of the diverfions of
‘ the Theatre will not have lefs inclination for

| o | “¢ yicious
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« yicious love: avoid then that fist diforder, that
« youmay not fall into the other; foritis eafier
“ to deftroy vice before it has taken root, than to

“ pluck it up after it is deeply rooted, which is
v very difhicult, and fome think it even impoflible.”

Epifiles, paffim.
13. Photius, patriarch of Conﬁantinople, in the
eleventh century, has this injunction :

““ If a bithop or clergyman be prefent at the
*“ dwverlions of the ‘Theatre, let them be fulpended

““ trom the funélion of their miniftry, and be fhut
* up na menaftery during three years : but if they
give marks of a fincere repentance, the prelates
* may abrnidge that time.” See his Nomocanon.

IIl. CouncrLs,

When tlie bifhops of the church met in council,
during feveral of the firft centuries, they took into
confideration the evils of the Stage, and provided
againft them accordingly.

1. The council of Laodicea, at which were pre-
fent moft of the bifhops of Afia, was held about the
year 364. It forbids clergymen to be prefent at
Plays and Theatrical fhews.

2. Bythe third council of Carthage, A. D. 4o1.
no laymen, or clergymen’s fons are to be Adors or
Ipectators of public Shews, becaufe it is unworthy
of Chriftians to be prefent,

3. The fourth council of Carthage, i which
were prefent about 220 bithops, commands young
converts to abftain from Stage-Plays, and excom-
municates thofe that refort to them.

46

4. The
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4. The firft council of Arles, held about the yeat
400, ordains, that thofe Chriftians who acted upon
thc Theatre, Thould be excommunicated while they
followed thofe employments.

5. By the African code it appears, that Stage-
Players were ranked among apoftates.

6. The Women Actors were counted {o {canda-
lous, that whoever married any of them, made
himfelf incapable of being a clergyman by the apof-

tolical canons.

7. The fecond Nicene council, where there were
prefent between 3 and 400 bifhops, A. D. 7ds.
condemns Stage-Plays, and all Theatrical {ports.

8. The Synodus Turconenfis, about the year
813. determines that all Chriftians {fhould avoid
¢ Stage-Plays.

9. The council of Paris, A. B. 329. fays, *“ It
¢ better becomes holy men to mourn' than to
¢t Jaugh at the fcurrilities, foolilh fpeeches, and
¢¢ obfcene jefts of Stage-Players.”

10. The Lateran council, A. :D.:1215. confift-
ing of 2 patriarchs, 70 archbithops, 400 bithops,
800 abbotsand priors, condemns Tumblers, Jefters,
and Stage-Players.

11. Synodus ngonenf s, A. D. 1404. forbids
Plays under pain of excommunication and for-
feiture of ten pounds.

12. I fhall conclude this article with the national
proteftant fynod at Rochel, A. D. 1571. which
fays, ¢* It {fhall not be lawful for any Chriftians to
‘“ a&, or be prefent at any Comedies, Tragedues,

* Plays, Interludes, or any other fuch {ports—
' ¢t cone
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¢ confidering that they have élways been oppofed,
« condemned, and {fupprefled in and by the church,

« as bringing along with them the corraption of
¢ good manners.”

From all thefe quotations, it fully appears, that
the profeflion of Stage-Players has always been
counted unlawful and {candalous, by the Chriftian
church, in its beflt and pureft days, and that no one
could attend thofe fathionable diverfions, but upon
pain of excommunicacion. We have got the
happy art, in thefe days of politenefs and refine-
ment, of ferving God and Mammon: but it was
not fo then. We can come to church, and pray to
God to blefs us, and make us pure, and clean, and
chafte, and holy; and then we can go to the Play-
Houfe, and fpend our time, and pay our money to
have our imaginations corrupted, our paflions
firengthened, our lufts excited, our underftandings
darkened, our minds polluted, and our whole fouls
thrown into diforder.  And then we go to church
again and pray: '

““ Almighty God, untowhomall hearts be open,
t 9]l defires known, and from whom no fecrets are
“ hid; cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts by the
*“ infpiration of the Holy Spirit, that we may per-
“ fedtly love thee, and worthily magmfy thy holy
“ name, through Chrift our Lord,"—

““ O God, make clean our hearts within us: and
¥ take not thy Holy Spirit from us,

We go to the Sacrament, at leaft fome of us,and
profefs to ** eat the flelh of Chrift and to drink his

¥ blood ; to dwell in Chrift and Chrift in us, to
* “ be
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+ be one with Chrift and Chrift with us:” we pro-
fefs ¢* earneftly to repent, and to be heartily forry
¢ for our mifdoings; that the remembrance of
‘“ them is grievous unto us; that the burden of
¢¢ them is intolerable;” and then as foon as ever
our confciences will permit us, we go to the Play-
Houfe again, and pay our money to hear the abfurd
converfation of frantic lovers, or the ridiculous non-
fenfe of low-lived farce!

O rare Chriftians! this is fine fport for the devil!
You dreamn you are mighty good fort of people,
and in the high road to heaven; and pity and de-
{pife thofe poor melanchaly creatures, who cannot
confcientioufly go the lenghths that you do, in
worldly pleafure and diffipation.  But O remems-
ber, that the Play of life wil] foon be over; and a
dying pillow will give you different views. Then
you will ind to your forrow, that no man can ferve.
two maflers; and, that a whole life {pent in the fer-
vice of God, and in the pradice of true religion, is
not too much to infpire us with fortitude and mag-
nanimity at that trying hour, How thould any of
us like tq launch out into eternity from the Play-
Houfe? and to be fummoned into the prefence of
an holy God with our heads and hearts full of the
ravings of a Tragedy, or the grofs vulgarities of a
Farce? Yet this has been the cafe within thele few
years more than once in this very town. You all
know it is not long fince, that two gentlemen, re-
fpedtable for their rank, went to the Play in the
evening, well as ufual, and both were found dead
in their beds next morning. And I remember

reading
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reading in the Newipaper, in the courle of laft year,
of two perfons dropping down dead as they were
performing their refpeétwe parts in the public en-
tertainments: one in the aét of finging a moft
charming air; and the other while he was perform-
ing the charadter of Benvolio in Romeo and Juliet.
Surely, my brethren, fuch exits are not defirable.

It becomes not us, however, to pronounce upon
their Rate (the Fudge of all the earth will do rzgkt}, but
the common fenfibilities of mankind receive z
fhock, upon fuch melancholy occafions, of a very
unpleafant nature. Andhow do any of you, whe
are advocates for the diverfions of the Play-Houfe,

know that your laft end may not be like theirs?
Sudden death at all times is very alarming.  Sud-

den death, even 1n a church, or upon our knees in
prayer, is very awful. But fudden death in a Play-
Houfe, or foon after leaving that fchool of pollu-
tion, is peculiarly abhorrent to our nature. Be-
fides, I always think, there is fomething very dan-
gerous 1n thofe temporary erections which are made
ule of upon thefe occaftons 1n moft country towns.
We are every now and then hearing of dreadful
difafters from fire, or from the falling down of the
buildings, by which many lives have been loft,
many bones broken, numbers maimed and disfi-
gured. For my part, I honeftly tell you, my bre-
thren, I would not go into the prefent tempo-
rary Play-Houfe in this town, when it is full of
people, upon any confideration whatever, I will
not fay, It will fall; I fhould be very forry if it
did; but it is certain I fhould have very uncom-

| fortable
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fortable feelings, while I was there, both for my
‘own fafety, and for the fafety of the audience.
Only think for a moment! the building giving
way! the people tumbling one upon another! the
roof falling on your heads! the fhrieks of the wo-
men! the cries of the wounded! the groans of
the dying! the fears of the fcrupulous! the hor-
rors of the guilty at being found on the dewils
ground, in the devil’s chapel, and in the devil’s
tervice! But I turn away fromthe fcene : 1t 15 toa
painful for human nature to dwell upon, even in
profpeét: what muft it be then in actual exper-
ence? I pray God none of the peop e of Maccles-
field may ever find themfelves in fo deplordble 2
fituation !

But let us next confider, that the diverfions of
the Play-Houfe have been difcountenanced by the

wifeft ftates and kingdoms, and even by thofe, wha

upon their firlt appearance, were great encouragers
of them, fuch as the Greeks and Romans.

IV. States anp KincpDowMs.

Some nations have fupprefled the Stage entirely,
and banithed the AQors out of their countries, as

tae primitive Chriftians threw them out of the
church. ‘We'll begin,

1. With the Athenians, who were none of the
worlt enemies to the Play-Houfe. 'They made a

law, that no judge of the Areopagus thould write a
Comedy, looking upon that kind of compofition as
aifreputable at leaft, and an indignity to his ofhce.

"Themiftocles,



on Stage Eritertainments. 37

Themiftocles, the famous Athenian general,
made another law, that no magiftrate {hould refort
to the Stage. Before this law, it was an ancient
cuftom in Athens, that none fhould be admitted
upon the Stage, but thofe who fhould fing and ut-
ter honeft things, left the beholding immodeft ac-
tions might draw them on to vice.

It is readily acknowledged that the Stage had
been encouraged by them, but they paid dear for
their fports, which in the end proved the ruin of
their government: for Juftin tells us, ¢ that the
““ expence of the Stage, their effeminacy, their
“ fauntering at the Play-Houfe, and minding the
‘“ performances of poets more than the feats of
‘“ war, made them an ealy prey to their enemies.
‘“ But after they had long been bewitched with
“ Plays, finding at laft how fatal the encourage-
“ ment given the Stage had been to them, they
‘ did not only abandon them as pernicious evils,
“ but condemned them by a law, that made the
“ Actors infamous.”

2. The Lacedemonians would not allow of the
Stage in Sparta, upon any condition whatever.
And when a Rhodian Ambaflador demanded of
one of them, what was the caufe of their firi& laws
againft Stage-Players? he anfwered, *‘ Becaule
“ they are hurtful to the commonwealth.” .

3. The Maffilians, who were remarkable for
good difcipline, would not allow or tolerate any
Stage-Plays in their country.

4. The Romans, who at firt encouraged the

Stage, lived to repent of it, Indeed it was iub-
et
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jedt to great viciffitudes among them, according tg
the inclinations of the perfons in power. Before
Julius Cfar’s time, they ftopt the building of 2
Theatre, apprehending that the entertainments
of the Play-Houfe would bring 1n foreign vice, and
that the old Roman virtue would be loft, and the
{fpirit of the people emafculated and foftened;
therefore that wife nation made the fun&ion of
Playérs fcandalous, feized their freedoms, and
threw them out of their privileges, as degenerating
from the nobility and virtue of their anceftors.

Tiberius, none of the beft emperors,though he
much delighted in Plays, yetat laft, by reafon of
thofe great mifchiefs occafioned by them, did, up-
on the requeft of the {enate and people, condemn
all Players to the whipping-poft, and then banifh-
ed them out of Italy as unfufferable evils. °

See Tacitus.

Auguftus, who at firft very much delighted in
Stage-Plays, having obferved the fatal efte®s of
them, ordered the Players to be whipped, and af-
terwards exiled, as intolerable plagues to a flate.

See Syet.
Nero, who doted fo much upon Plays as to

turn Aétor himfelf, {aw juft reafon before he died
to turn them and all Theatrical interludes out of
Rome and Italy. See Suet.
Julian, the Apoftate, had fo much regard to the

public-welfare as to prohibit Stage-Plays.
See Sozom. Eccl. Hift.

T'rajan alfo put down'the Stage and banifhed
the Adtors. “See Pliny.

M. Au-
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M. Aurelius Antoninus likewife banilhed all
Stage-Players, as corrupters of the empire.
Conftantine the Great, Theodofius the Great
Valentinian, Gratian, and Valens, all emperors
of Rome, made public laws againft Stage-Plays
as the fountains and nurferies of all wickednefs
and corruption among the people.
See Rom. Hift. paffim.
5. Salvian tells us, that Plays were not acted in

many cities of Gaul and Spain, nor in all the ci-
ties of the Romans.

6. The Goths, and other Barbarians cenfured
and condemned Stage-Plays as effeminate and 1i-
diculous {uperfiuities.

7. The "old Germans, who are noted for their
firifl regard to chaftity, were not corrupted with
the allurements of Plays and Shews. See Tacitus.

8. In the opinion of Jofephus and the Macca-
bees, Stage-Plays were direltly oppofite to the
laws, government, rites, and cuftoms of the Jews;
therefore they did not only oppofe Herod, but
confpired his death, when he introduced among
them Plays and Shews in honour of Auguftus.

See his Antiq. and the Books of Maccab.
Philo-Judzus, a very learned Jew, who flourifh-
ed about our Saviour's time, condemns Stage-Plays
as vain and hurtful paftimes, in which thoufands

miferably fpend their time and wafte their lives.
See his Works.

g. In the year 1697, the French king, at the
1nftance of fome religious perfons about the court,
ordered the Italian Players to retire out of France,

becaufe
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becaufé they did not obferve his Majefty’s order,
but reprefented immodeft pieces, and did not
~ corréé their obfcenities and indecent geftures.

See Gollter.

In the year 1703 the French Stage lay under a
fentence of excommunication. -

10. About the fame period the Theatres were
fhut up in feveral parts of Italy by the Pope.

11. The king of Pruflia alfo about the beginning
of this century fhut up the Play-Houfes in his do-
minions.

12. There are {everal countries in Europe which-
would never endure the Stage in any form, or un-
- der any regulations whatever.

13. Plays are condemned by the laws, though
encouraged by the people, of England.

In queen Elizabeth’s reign the Play Houfes in
London were. pulled down, and Stage-Players
driven out of the city. ‘The words of the act are
very ftrong : ¢ All Bearwards, Common Players
““ of Interludes, &c. ihall be taken, adjudged and
‘“ deemed rogues, vagabonds, and fturdy beggars,.

“ and fhall fuftain all pain and punithment, as by
‘¢ this A& is in that behalf appointed.”

About the year 1580 there was a petition made
to queen Elizabeth for fupprefling of Play-Houfes.
It is fomewhat remarkable, and therefore I fhall
tranfcribe fome part of the relation : ** Many godly
““ citizens, and other well-difpofed gentlemen of
*“ London, confidering that Play-Houfesand chmg-
‘“ Houfes, were traps for young gentlemen and

*“ others, and perceiving the many inconveniencies
6t
and
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“ and great damage that would enfue upon the
“ long fuffering of the fame, not only to parti-
« cular perfons but to the whole city; and that it
“ would alfo be a great difparagement to the go-
‘ yernors, and a difhonour to the government
“ of this honourable city, if they ihould any
“ longer continue; acquainted {ome pious magif-
““ trates therewith, defiring them to take fome
“ courfe for the fuppreflion of common Play-
“ Houfes, &c. within the city of London and li-
“ berties thereof; who thereupon made humble
“ {uit to queen Elizabeth and her privy council,
* and obtained leave of her Majefty to thruft the
“ Players.out of the city, and to pull down all
- ¢ Play-Houfes, and Dicing-Houfes, within their
“ liberties, which accordingly was eftected.”
o See Gollier.
By a ftatute in king James's reign there isa pe-
- nalty of ten pounds laid upon thofe, who in any
- Stage-Plays, &c. did jeftingly or profanely ufe the
holy name of God, or of Chrift, or of the Holy
Ghott. Ann. 3. Fac. 1.
Thefe A&s of Parliament were revived and en-
forced in the reign of queen Anne, by which
Players are to be punifhed as rogues. The con-
ftable and other inhabitants may bring them before
a juftice ; and officers neglecting their duty forfeic

twenty fhillings. !

V. Cuurcu or ExcrLanp.

I would beg the attention of the congregation
2 little longer, till we confider what are the fenti-
D ments
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fnents of our own church concerning Stage-Enter-
tainments. And I defire, my brethren, that you
will not be dilplealed with me, nor throw yous-
Telves into undue heats about it. 1 have a right,
you know, to thew mine opinion : and if you think
that Iand all thefe venerable authorities are wrong,

take your own way, judge for yourfelves, and at-
tend the Play-Houfe as muck as you pleafe. Only
remember as we go along (and it is impoflible you
{fhould form a true judgment without it), that we
are dying creatures ; that we are depraved and dege-
nerate creatures ; that we are now placed ina ftate of
trial and probation; and that, if ever we go to hea-
ven, our {fouls muft be made pure, holy, and meet
forthe kingdom: and Ithink you muft all allow, that
the Play-Houfe 1s not calculated for thefe purpofes:.

Stage-Plays are no where authorized by -the
Church of England as fuch, but are every where

condemned by the purity of her do&rine, and by
many of her moft eminent lights.

None of her Articles, Canons, or Homilies, gwe
the leaft encouragement to thofe diverfions: but,
on the contrary, in conformity to the Statutes of
the land, and Pradice of the Primitive Church,

they condemn all kinds of unlawful {ports.

1. By the 75 Canon, * No clergyman fhall
‘ fpend his time idly by day or night, playing at
* ‘Dice, Cards, or Tables, or any other unlawful

‘** game.’

9. The Church-Catechifm, in renouncing the
Pomps and Vanities of the world, feems to refer t0
thefe Theatrical Thews; becaufe in this fenfe the

ancient



on StageEntertainments, 83

ancient church underftood thefe words, which we
have borrowed from them.—** Dobut take a view,”
fays the pious and learned Dr. Horneck, ** of the
 writings of the primitive Fathers, and you will
“ find them unanimoufly of opinion; that in our

 baptifm, when we renounce the devil and all
t his works, the pomps and glory of the world, we

‘ do particularly renounce Stage—PIays, and fuch
‘ Judicrous reprefentatlons

*“ The firft *ning Chriftians doin their baptlfm,
fays Salvian, * is to remounce the devil, his
- % pomps, fhews, and works.”

v« How dareft thou, O Chriftian,” adds he,
“ run from church, and holy places, to the Stage,
‘““ the fynagogue of fatan? How dareft thou go to
“ a Play-Houfe after baptifm, when thou hatft
“ confefled thofe very Plays to be works of the
“ devil? Thou haft renounced the devil and all
“ his pompous Shews ; fo that by attending thefe
“ you return to the devil’s fervice again.”

3. We may know the thoughts of the church by
her fons, wha generally look upon the diverfions of

the Stage as very pernicious entertainments. We .
will begin with,

1. Archbifhop Parker, who condemns Plays n
his Antiquities of the Britith Church.

9. Dr. Alley, bifhop of Exeter, in his book, call-
ed, The Poor Man’s Library, declares with great
warmth againft Stage-Plays, as the fuel of luft, oc-
calion of adultery, and other intolerable evils. .

3. Dr. Beard, in his Theatre of God’s Judg-
ments, fpeaking of Plays and Comedies, fays,

Do ‘** They
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Xt They have no other ufe but to deprave and cor-
‘“ rupt good manners, and open a door to all un-
** cleannefs.”

4. Lord Chief Juftice Hale, who was fo great an
ornament to the bench, advifes his fon not to go
to Stage-Plays. - Epifile to one of his fons.
- 6. Archbithop Ulher, the glory of his church
‘and age, fpeaking of Interludes and Stage-Plays,
fays, They offend againft the feventh command-
‘“ ment in feveral inftances.” Body of Divinuty.

6. Di. Bray fays, *‘ It may be very well looked
** upon as 4 breach of our baptifmal vow for any
¢t Chn{han to be prefent at Stage-Plays.”

On the baptifmal Govenant.

7 Dr Horneck fays, ¢ A&or and Spedator go

“ away from the Theatre worfe than they came;
~*¢ and though both came away laughing, yet both

‘“ prepare for bitter mourning and lamentation.”
Letter againft Plays.

8. Dr. John Edwards, in his Preacher fays,
‘“ ‘T'hat the entertainments of the Stage, as they
*“ are managed and ufed, have a natural and una-
‘“ voidable tendency to that which is finful and un-
* lawful; for they foment idlenefs and profufe
*“ wafting of precious time: they diffolve the {pi-
*“ rits into lightnefs and wantonnefs; they fofter
* immodefty 4nd obfcenity; they nourith licen-
“ tioufnefs and debauchery; they encourage pro-
fanenefs ; the youth efpecially of both fexes are
‘“ cotrupted and ruined by thefe public Shews,

‘“ and almoft every day affords us fome proof of
v

(3¢

- g. Dr.
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9. Dr. Kennet, bifhop of Peterborough, f;;éakf-
ing of the year 1641, fays, * It fe§ms very evi-
* dent, that the liberty and delight then taken
“ in Plays and Operas, did fadly corrupt the
* minds and manners of our people, and fo let
“ in that loofenefs and irreligion, which ferved to
“ fuggeft the wickednefs and villanies foon after
“ alted in the civil war.,” |

10. Dr. Fog, late dean of Chefter, faith, that
“ if the Stage be not purged from that filthinefs
*“ both of fpeech and gefture, which is ufually re-
‘ prefented there, we muft join with the an-
“ cient Fathers and civilized Heathens in con-

“ demning 1t.” See his two Treatifes.
11, Mr. William Law, in his Treatife on Chrif-

tian Perfection, alks the queftion, Whether it is
lawful for a Chriftian, and upon Chriftian princi-
ples, to go to the Play-Houfe? *¢ I anfwer,” re-
turns he, ** that it is abfolutely unlawful. As une
“ lawful, as for a Chriftian to be a drunkard or a
* glutton, or to curfe and {wear.” |

See fome fine reafoning upon the fubject of the

Play-Houfe in the fame Treatife.

12, Archbithop Tillotfon, that ftar of the firft
magnitude in the firmament of the church, fpeak-
ing of fome parents, fays, ** They are fuch mon-
' {ters, I had almoftfaid devils, as not to knowhow
* to give good things to their children.—Inftead
“ of bringing them to God’s church, they bring
‘ them to the devils chapels, to Play-Houfes, and
*" places of debauchery, thofe fchools and nurfe-
** 1igs of lewdnefs and vice.”

D3 “Ta
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¢ To fpeak againft Plays in general, may be
¢ thought too fevere, and that which the prefent
¢ age cannot fo well brook,; and would not- per-
* haps be {o jult and reafonable ; becaufe it is very
‘“ poflible, they might be fo framed and governed
‘“ by {uch rules, as not only to be innocently di-
‘“ verting, but inftruéting and ufeful, to put fome
*“ vices and follies out of countenance, which can-
“ not perhaps be fo decently reproved, nor fo
- ¢ effectually expofed and corrected any other way.
‘“ But as the Stage now is, they are intolerable,
¢ and not fit to be permitted in a civilized, much
¢ lefs in a Chriftian nation. They do moft noto-
¢ rioufly minifter both to infidelity and vice. By
‘ the profanenefs of them, they are apt to 1n-
¢¢ ftil bad principles into the minds of men, and
¢ to leffen the awe and reverence which all men
¢ ought to have for God and religion: and by
¢¢ their lewdnefs they teach vice, and are apt to
¢ infe® the minds of men, and difpofe them to
‘¢ lewd and diffolute practices.”

¢ And therefore I do not fee how any perfon
‘¢ pretending to fobriety and virtue, and efpecially
*¢ to the pure and holy religion of our bleffed Sa-
¢ viour, -can without great.guilt, and open con-
« tradiction to his holy profeflion, be prefent at
t¢ fuch lewd and immodeft Plays, much lefs fre-
¢ guent them, as too many do, who yet would
¢ take it very ill to be fhut out of the communion
* of Chriftians, as they would moft certainly have

*‘ been in the firft and pureft ages of Chriftianity.”
Works, paffim.

13. Mr.



on Stage Entertainments. 47

13. Mr. Collier, that {courge of the Englith
ftage, clofes his Short View in the following man-
ner: ** Nothing can be more differviceable te
“ probity and religion, than the management of
. the Stage. It cherifhes thofe paflions, and re-
« wards thofe vices, which it 1s the bufinefs of
“ reafon to difcountenance. It ftrikes at the root
 of principle, draws off the inclinations from vir-
“ tue, and fpoils good education. It is the moft
« effectual means to baffle the force of difcipline,
“ to emafculate people’s {pirits, and debauch their
“ manners. How many of the unwary have thefe
“ Syrens devoured? And how often has the beft
“ blood been tainted with this infection? What
“ difappointment of parents, what confufion in
“ families, and what beggary in eftates have been
“ hence occafioned? And whichis ftill worfe, the
* mifchief {preads daily, and the malignity grows
“ more envenomed. The fever works up towards
* madnefs, and will {carcely endure to be touched.
“ And what hope is there of health when the pa-
“ tient ftrikes in with the difeafe, and flies in the
‘“ face of the remedy? Can religion retrieve us?
“ Yes, when we don’t defpife it. But while our
“ notions are naught, our lives will hardly be
“ otherwife. What can the affiftance of the church
“ fignify to thofe who are more ready to rally the
“ preacher, than practice the fermon? to thofe who
‘ are overgrown with pleafure, and hardened 1n
* ill cuftom? who have neither patience to hear,
* nor confcience to take hold of ? You may almoft

“ as well feed 2 man without a mouth, as give
‘* advice
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“ advice where there is no difpofition to receive
¢ jt, Itdstrue; as long as there is life, there
“ is hope. Sometimes the force of argument,
““ and the grace of God, and the anguifh of afflic-
‘“ tion, may ftrike through the prejudice, and
‘“ make their way into the foul. But thefe cir-
*“ cumftances do not always meet, and then the
‘“ cafe is extremely dangerous, For this mifer-
able temper we may thark the Stage in a great
“ meafure : and therefore if I miftake not, they
““ have the lealt pretence to favour, and the moft
need of repentance, of all men living.”
14. The late great and good archbithop Secker,
who was as much a friend to the innocent pleafures
of mankind as ought to be defired, was yet no
friend to Stage Entertainments. His words are
thefe : *“ Another confiderable ingredient in the
‘“ favourite  amufements of the world, are public
¢ Speftacles. And provided regard be had to
‘“ time and coft, they might be allowably and be-
“ neficially frequented, if they were preferved
‘“ from tendencies dangerous to virtue. But
‘“ failings in that article ‘totally alter the nature
‘“ of them; and grofs failings refle& not only
on our morals, but our tafte. Indeed it is
lamentable, that, fond as we are of adopting
the fathions and qualities of our neighbours,
¢“ often much for the worfe, we thould not im-
‘“ port what is praife-worthy in them, but fufter
‘“ the moft diffolute of them to excel us in the
‘“ chaftity of their Dramatical reprefentations:
* yet after all, were they ever fo innocent, in
‘* proportion
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proportion as they are trifling and inﬁgﬁiﬁcant;
they are contemptible and unworthy of regard.”

Sermons on Several Subjes.
15. I will clofe thefe authorities from the Efta-

blithment againft the Stage with the fentiments of
the Rev. Mr. Venn, who in his excellent book
entitled, The Complete Duty of Man, takes oc-
cafion to fpeak of Plays and other amufements in
the following manner: ** In the number of li-
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cenfed and honourable ways of cherifhing de-
filement, are all wanton glances of the eye, that
mirror of the mind. Of this pernicious kind,
is finging foft and amorous fongs ; the {uffering
double entendres to pafs without unfeigned
marks of real difguft : of this kind are mixed
dancings, reading novels; and, above any
thing, the frequenting the Play-Houfe; for in
this innocent amulement, as the world will have
it called, in defiance of our holy faith, our
reafon and experience ; in this innocent amufe-
ment, whatever can corrupt the mind is fet off
to the greateft advantage. Is there a lewd
allufion, or firoke of wit 2 The air, the voice of
the Actor labours to give it the higheft em-
phafis : whilft the greater part of the audience
loudly applaud the entertainment. And if, by
very great chance, fome piece fhould gain ad-
mittance on the Stage, free from a filthy tinc-
ture, the houfe muft ftill have their prurient

humour gratified by an epilogue, or a farce, full
of witty innuendos, tending to perfuade both

‘“ married and fingle, that the very happinefs of

““ the
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¢¢ the human race muft ftand or fall with thofe

¢ things they know naturally, and as brute
¢t beafts.” ’

To thefe teftimonies from fome of the Worthies
of our own church, we may add the opinions of 3
few pious, learned, and celebrated perfons of other
communions. And, -

1. The Rev. Dr. Witherfpoon, late a member
of the American Congrefs, fome years before he
left Scotland, wrote an unaniwerable ‘Treatife
againft Stage-Entertainments, entitled, ** A fe-
‘“ rious Enquiry into the Nature and Efiedts of
‘“ the Stage.” And in this Enquiry he clearly
{hews, that contributing to the fupport of a Public
Theatre, is inconfiftent with the charader of a
Chriftian. To this Treatife I would earneftly
recommend every fenfible and confcientious reader,
who wilhes to fee the point fairly and coolly
argued, Two or three quotations muft fuffice for
the prefent occafion,

‘“ Tam convinced on the moft mature delibera-
“ tion, that the ‘reafon why there never was
‘“ a well regulated Stage, in fa&, is, becaufe it
‘‘ cannot be, the nature of the thing not admitting
“ of it.”"—=

‘“ Some writers do mention a few particdlar
‘“ Plays of which they give their approbation.
‘“ But thefe have never yet, in any age or place,
*“ amounted to fuch a number, as to keep one

““ fociety of Players in conftant employment,

‘“ without a mixture of many more that are con-
‘ fefledly pernicious,”—

¢ The
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‘“ The Stage, after the greatelt improvement
# of which it is capable, is ftill inconfiftent with
““ the purity of the Chriftian profeflion.”

9, Mariana, the Jefuit, has written one entire
treatife againft Stage Plays, calling the Stage,
“ The thop of uncleannefs, and a plague fatal to
“ kingdoms.” |

3. Cardinal Bellarmine cenfures Plays as un-
chriftian paftimes,

4. Julius Cefar Bulingerus has written an ex-
cellent treatife: againft all kinds of Stage-Plays,
proving them to be utterly unlawful. |

5. Henricus Spondanus proves, that Stage-
Plays were always condemned by the primitive
Chriftians as the pomps of the devil.

6. Nicolaus de Clemangis reckons Stage-Plays
among the diforders in his time.

7. Cardinal Baronius fpeaks againft them in his
Feclefiaftical Annals.

8. Armand de Bourbon, prince of Conti, has
written two treatifes againft Plays and Shews, in
the latter of which he fays: ¢ It is fo true, that
‘ Plays are almoft always a reprefentation of
“ vicious paflions, that the greateft part of Chrif-
‘“ tian virtues are incapable of appearing on the
‘“ Stage. Silence, patience, moderation, divine
“ wifdom, poverty of {pirit, and pemtence, are
‘“ not virtues the reprefentation of which can

“ divert {pedators, and efpecially one never hears
“ any mention there of humility or bearing of

“ injuries, What a poor hero of a Play would

P

‘ an humble and patient religious perfon make:

9. Guy,
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9. Guy, bifhop of Arras in Flanders, in a for
of paftoral letter addrefles the inhabitants of that
town upon the fubjeét of Stage Entertainments in
the following manner: ‘* A man muft be very
*“ ignorant of his religion, not to know the great
“ difguft it has always declared, for public fights,
* and for Plays in particular. The holy Fathers
*t condemn them in their writings: they look
- ¢ upon them as relics of Heatheni{m, and fchools
‘“ of debauchery. ‘Lhey have been always abo-
* minated by the church: and notwithftanding
“* thofe who are concerned in this fcandalous pro-
‘“ feflion, are not abfolutely expelled by a formal
‘¢ excommunication; yet {he publicly refufes them
the facraments, -and omits nothing upon all oc-
ti cafions to thew her averfion for this employ-
“ ment, and to transfufe the fame fentimehts
‘“ into her children. ‘I'he rituals of the beft
‘* governed diocefes have ranged ' the Players
‘“ among thofe whom the parifh priefts are
** obliged to treat as excommunicated perfons.
‘ The ritual of Paris joins them with forcerers,
*“ and magicians, and looks upon them as noto-
“ rioufly infamous. The moft eminent bifhops
*“ for piety have publicly denied them the facra-
‘“ ments. For this' reafon we ourfelves have
<« known one of the moft confiderable bifhops in
“ France turn back a Player that came to be mar-
“ ried : and another of the fame order refufe to
‘“ bury them in confecrated ground : and by the
t orders of a bifhop, who is much more illuftrious
¢ for his worth, for his piety, and the ftrictnefs of

“ his

6t
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 his life, than for the purple in his habit, they
« are ranked among fornicators, ufurers, blaf-
+ phemers, lewd women, and declared excommu-
« picates, amongft the infamous, and fimonjacal,
. and other fcandalous perfons who are in the
« lift of thofe who ought publicly to be debarred

“ communion.”

«« Unlefs therefore we have a mind to condemn.
« the church, the holy Fathers, and the moft
“ holy bifhops, 1t is impoflible to juftify Plays :
“ neither is the defence of thofe lefs impracti-
“ cable, who, by their countenance of thiefe di-
“ verfions, not only have their Thare of the mif-
“ chief there done, but contribute at the fame
“ time to hx thefe unhappy mimifters.of fatan in
“ a profeffion, which, by depriving them of the
“ facraments of the church, leaves them under
“ a conftant neceflity of finning, and out of all
“ hopes of being faved, unlefs they give it over.”

10. St. Francis de Sales, in his Introduction to
2 devout life, has thefe words : ** Little children
“ run eagerly and fondly after butterflies, and no
“ body thinks it ill in them, becaufe they are chil-
‘ dren: but is it not a mdiculous, or rather a
“ lamentable thing, to fee men of underftanding
“ with eagernefs and fondnefs purfuing trifles {o
“ unworthy of them as games, balls, feafts, Plays,
“ and pompous drefs ; which, befides their being
¢ altogether ufelefs, put us m danger of being
“ difordered and corrupted in following them.”

11. Didacus de Tapia, an eminent Spaniard,
{peaks very freely upon the fame fubjedt. Some

people
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people it feems pretended there was fome good to
be learned at the Play-Houfe. To thefe he make;
this reply: ** Granting your fuppofition,” fays
he, ¢ your inference is naught. Do people ufe
‘“ to fend their daughters to the Shews for dif-
‘ cipline? And yet it may be, they might meet
‘“ fome there lamenting their own debauchery.
** No man will breed his fon upon the high-way to
“ harden his courage ; neither will any one go on
** board a leaky veflel, to learn the art of fhifting
‘“ 1n a wreck the better. My conclufion 1s, let no
~*“ body go to the infamous Play-Houfe : a place
‘“ of fuch ftaring contradiétion to the firictnefs
“ and fobriety of religion? a place hated by God,
*“ and haunted by the devil. Let no man, I fay,
““ learn to relifh any thing that is faid there: for
“ 1t 15 all but poifon handfomely prepared.”

In D. Thom.
12, Monfieur de Fenelon, in his Education of a

Daughter, declares alfo againft the Stage ¢ ¢ There
*“. are not wanting fome mothers,” fays he, ** who
““ carry their children to Plays and other diver-
fions ; which can't fail of difgufting them for
a lerious and bufied life, in which thefe very
parents would however engage them. Thus
they mix poifon with wholefome food. They

* {peak not but of wildom, but they accuftom the
‘“ volatile imagination of children to the violent

commotions of paflionate reprefentations, and
of mufic; after which they cannot eafily again

““ be ﬁxed "—‘* Whatever excites love, the more
‘¢ artful
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« artful and concealed it lies, appears to me more
“ dangerous.”

13. Monfieur Rollin is of the fame opinion:
« Comedies and Tragedies,” fays he, ** even of
« thofe which feem to be wholly free from fuch
“ {entimentsasare repugnant to modeity and found
“ morals, may be of very dangerous confequence
“ to young perfons; not to mention, that the
« perufal of them, is almoft fure to poflefs the rea-
“ ders with a ftrong defire to{ee them reprefented
“ by Actors, who infpire them with life; the live-
“ ly imagination of children, catches greedily at
‘t whatever fooths the fenfes, and favours the vo-
“ luptuous paffions; and there are few things in
“ dramatic poems, but awaken them.”

14. M. de Rochefoucault is of the fame way of
thinking : ¢* All great diverfions,” fays he, ** are
“ dangerous to a Chriftian; but of all that have
“ been invented, there is none we have fo much
“ reafon to fear as Plays. The paffions are there
“ {o naturally and artfully delineated, that they
“ raife and imprint them in our heart, efpecially
“ that of love: and principally, when it is repre-
*“ fented as chafte and honeft: for the more inno-
“ cent it appears to innocent {ouls, the more capa-
* ble they are of being affeéted with it.” |

15. Qur own countryman, the pious, amiable,
learned, and univerfally refpected Dr. Watts, thall
clofe thefe teftimonies againft the Play-Houfe: -
“ It is granted,” fays this good man, * that a Dra-
* matic reprefentation of the affairs of human life
“ is by no means finful in itfelf: I am inclined to

¢ think,
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*¢ think, that valuable compofitions might bemade
*“ of this kind, fuch as might entertain a virtuous
““ audience with innocent delight, and even with
¢ fome real profit. Such have been written in
‘“ French, and have, in times paft, been acted with
* applaufe. But it is too well known, that the
* Comedies which appear on our Stage, and moft

** of the Tragedies too, have no defign to fet reli-
“ gion or virtue in its beft light, nor to render

“ vice odious to the {pedtators. In many of them,
‘“ piety makes a ridiculous figure, and virtue is
¢ dreft in the habit of folly; the facred name of
“ God is frequently taken in vain, if not blaf-
¢ phemed ; and the man of flagrant vice is the fine
‘“ gentleman, and the poets favourite, who muft

& be rewarded at the end of the Play.”
** Befides, there is nothing will pafs on our The-

“ atres, that has not the mixture of fome amorous
‘¢ intrigue: lewdnefs itlelf reigns, and riots in
¢“ fome of their {cenes: fobriety 15 put quite out
*“ of countenance, and modefly is in certain danger
¢ there: the youth of {erious rehglon that ven-
* tures fometimes into this infeéted air, finds his
‘“ antidotes too weak to refift the contagion. The
* pleafures of the clofet and devout retirement
‘“ are fufpended firlt, and then utterly vanquifh-
‘“ ed by the over-powering influence of the laft
‘“ Comedy: the fancy isall over defiled, the vain
‘“ images rife uppermoft in the {oul, and pollute
‘“ the feeble attempts of devotion, till by degrees
t¢ {ecret religion is loft and forgotten and in a
« little time the Play-Houfe has got fo much the

‘“ mattery
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« maftery of confcience,  that the young Chriftian
“ goes to bed after the evening Drama, with as
“ much fatisfa&ion and eafe, as he ufed tq do after
“ eyening prayer.”

« If there have been found two or three Plays
« which have been tolerably free from lewd and
“ profane mixtures, there are fome fcores or hun-
“ dreds that have many hateful paffages in them,
« for which no excufe can be made. And when
 all the charming powers of poefy and mufic are -
“ joined with the gayeft {cenesand entertainments,
“ to affault the fenfes and the foul at once, and to

“ drive out virtue from the poffeflion of the heait;
“ it is to be feared, that it will not long keep its

“ place and POWEr there. What a proPhet of their

“ own fays of the court, may with much more truth
“ and juftice be faid of the Theatre::

¢ It is a golden, but a fatal circle,

¢ Upon whofe magic fkirts a thoufand deyils
¢ In cryftal forms fit, tempting innocence,
¢¢ And beckon early virtue from its centre,

“ Another of the poets of the town, who made
“ no great pretences to virtue, and who well knew

“ the quahtles of the Theatre, and its mlfchlcvous

w influence, writes thus of it :

‘“ It wnuld be endlefs to trace all the vice

¢ That from the Play-Houfe takes immediate rife.
¢ Tt is the unexhaufled magazine

¢ That ftocks the land with vanity and fin,

e amemes 44 By Bourifhing fo long,
 Numbers have been undone, both old and young,
“ And many hundred fouls aré now unbleft,

# Which eMehad dy'd in peace, and found eternal refl.”
Improyement of the Mind,
E Al
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All thefe teftimonies againft the Play-Houfe
are exceedingly ftrong, and ought moft certainly
to deter ferious and religious perfons from encou-
raging it, either by their money or their example.
For every time you go to that place of rendezvous
for the idle and the diflipated, you not only lofe
your precious moments, and pay your money,
arid get your foul ruffled and put out of frame, but
you give a fancion to the Play-Houfe, and do all
that in you lies to make it every where prevail,

It is not unlikely but you will reply, that others
go, and even fome of the Clergy attend the
Theatre, and it is very hard you fhould be re-
ftrained. - Why thould you be deprived of thofe
amufements, which fo many thoufands in this
country continually enjoy ?

It is very true : many are the inftances of per-
fons of fenfe who attend the diverfions of the
Stage ; and feveral even among the clergy are not
unfrequently to be feen there. But, you know,
the world is a dangerous precedent, and we are
commanded not to follow a multitude to do evil. If
we live with the world, we fhall fare with it : and
the lip of eternal truth hath faid, Wide 15 the
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deftruclion,
and many there be which go in thereat: becaufe firai
ts the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it. — And as for
the attendance of the clergy upon the Ply
Houfe, this is nothing fo wonderful ; nor is it
a part of our condué which will do you honour to

imitate. Sure I am their attendance upon the
| Theatre}
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Theatre, in the prefent ftate of it, cannot be jufti-
fied, either upon the principles of found reafon
or religion. Befides, if you will take the trouble
to look through the Old and New Teltament you
will find, that, in abundance of cafes, the clergy
have been the bittereft enemies that true religion
ever had. ‘They have been at once the fupport
and the difgrace of Chriftianity.

Let this however be as it may; ought not all
thefe venerable authorities that have been ad-

duced to out-weigh ten thoufands of thofe poor

creatures, that keep fair with the enemies of God,

and lackey after the rich and great, for the fake of
the loaves and filhes? Yea, in my eftimation, the
name and authority of archbithop Tillotfon alone
thould over-balance a' whole tribe of time-ferving
charadters. He was no rafh, giddy, party-fpirited
man : but a cool, {erious, fenfible, pious enquirer
after truth.  And if the Play-Houfe had been any
way calculated to promote the interefts of piety, :
vitue, “and morality, be certainly would have
given it all the encouragement that was in his
power. |

But why fhould we appeal to the judgment and
tetimony of others? Let us all attend to what.
paffes within our own bofoms upon thefe occa-
fons. I confefs, when I have frequented the
Play-Houfe, (which I was unwife enough to do
lome years ago,) I alwaysfound my mind more
diffipated, my paffions ftronger, my aflections
more unmortified, and my imagination more un-

luly and unmanageable. I always found lefs love
E 2 to
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to the bible and religions books, lefs regard ty
public and private prayer, lefs attraion te God
and goodnefs.  After coming from the Play-
Houfe T always found myfelf incapable of private
prayer; my mind being over-run with wan-
derings, foolith thoughts, and the things which I
~ had feen and heard in that fchool of vanity.

And don't you always find it the fame with
you, my brethren? Dont yvou feel your fouls
deranged, and unfitted to hold converfe with ‘the
Father of your {pirits? And do you think thofe
amufements can be right and pleafing to God,
which thus diforder the mind, and difqualify 1t for
religious duties?

Further: As the native tendency of the gofpel
15 to purify and fublimate the human mind, to
ftrengthen and enlarge its -powers, and render it
capable of more noble exertions: fo that of the
Play-Houfe is to flacken the rgins of virtue, to car-
nalize the {oul, to ftrengthen the paffions, and
diforder the affections; vonfequently, to darken
th underlanding, and render:the fuperior powers
of our nature fubje& to the inferior. Henc
{though I deny not that there are fome few decent
moral chara®ers among the patrons of that nur
fery ‘of diffipation), I believe it generally holds
good, that ‘the more a man is addidted to Stage
Amufements, the more he is inclined to the grati-
fication ‘of thofe paflions, which it is one of the
great-ends of religion to reftrain ; and whefe gre-
tification oftentimes ‘proves fatal both to repu-
tation and vircumftances. And here I may fafely

appeal
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appeal to your own ebfervation, whether you don't |
always find, that thefe young perfons who: attend

the Play-Houfe moft conftantly, grow the moft
lewd, loofe, rakilh, idle and worthlefs. And is
not this an infallible proof, that the tendency of
the Stage, as now condudted, i3 bad, immoral,
wicked? We find St. Augultine, after his con-
verfion, heavily complaining of the bad efted
Stage-Plays had upon him, when be delighted in
thofe amufements. Deeply entangled with the
love of women, an attendance upon the Theatre
inflamed his paffions beyend all poflibility of re-
ftraint. ¢ I was ftrongly carried away,” fays he,
« with Stage-Plays and Interludes, which were
“ filled with the images of my own muiferies, and
“ the fuel of my fires.” — Propertius, we have
already feen, attributes his ruin to the Play-Houfe.
“ O nimis exitio nata Theatra meo!"—As ano-
ther example of this we might produce poor
Otway, the author of the Orphan, and feveral
other dramatic compofitions. ** He continued
“ writing Plays and poems till his death ; which
“ happened in a manner,” fays Dr. Johnfon,
‘“ which I am unwilling to mention. Having
“ been compelled by his neceffities to contrad
‘ debts, and hunted, as is fuppofed, by the ter-
“ riers of the law, he retired to a public houfe on
“ Tower-Hill, where he died of want, or, as it is
* related by one of his biographers, hy fwal-
‘“ lowing, after a long faft, a piece of bread which
' charity had fupplied. He went out, as is re-
** ported, almoft naked, in the rage of hunger,

E g ‘ and
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¢ and finding a gentleman in a neighbouring cof-

¢ fee-houfe, atked him for a thilling. The gen.

¢ tleman gave him a guinza; and Otway going
““ away bought a roll, and was choaked with the
¢ firft mouthful.” |

There is a remarkable anecdote alfo preferved
of Mr. Budgell, one of the writers in the Spec-
tator, concerning the celebrated Tragedy of Mr.
Addifon, called, Cato. Mr. Budgell, through
folly and misfortunes, having ruined his circum-
ftances, came to a refolution of deftroying himfelf.
Accordingly he filled his pockets with ftones, and
threw himfelf into the Thames, where he funk
inftantly.  After his death there was found upon
his defk, a {lip of paper, on which were written, as
a juftification of his condu@, thefe words: |

¢¢ What Cato did, and Add1f0n approv'd,
¢¢ Cannot be wrong,”

Mr. Addifon never fuppofed, that his friend
would make fo ill a ufe of the Tragedy. which
had coft him fo much pains, and had been re-
ceived with {fo much applaufe. Cato certainly
did deftroy himfelf ; and, upon his own miftaken
Prinéiples, he acted nobly: but Mr. Addifon,
as a Chriftian, never meant to give a fancion to
{elt-murder. It.may be much queftioned, how-
ever, whether this fine Iragedy hath ever done fo

- much good in the world, as to overbalance this
unhappy efted.

Another melancholy inftance of the mifchiefs

done by the Stage 1s contained in the following

frue
/

/
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true ftory, on which the Tragedy of George Barn-~
well 1s probably founded.

F

‘““ The uncuArRDED YouTs 1N LonpoN;
‘“ A LESSON FORYOUNG MEN,

“ To the Editor of —_—

t“ Sir,

‘“ T mean not to enter into the merits, or
“ demerits of the Beggar's Opera, when I refer
* you and your readers to an anecdote recorded
“ in moft of the papers of laft September, and
* occafioned by the then prevailing controverfy
“ about the propriety of exhibiting that celebrated
* dramaupon the London Theatres.—In the anec-
‘ dote in queftion, we are told, and on the beft
“ authority too, that fome years ago, a gentleman
“ of fortune took his nephew, a raw youth juft
“ arrived from the country, to the Play-Houfe.
*“ The piece reprefented happened to be the above
“ Opera; and fo highly pleafed was the old gen-
* tleman with 1t, that in the courfe of the per-
** formance he could not help repeatedly exclaim-
“ ing, in the hearing of his nephew, ¢ Were I a
* young fellow, and reduced to my fhifts, the cha-
** racter of Macheath thould be mine.” If the
* uncle was pleafed, the nephew was tranfported
“ with what he faw and heard; and eagerly im-
* bibing the baneful fentiment fo.unguardedly
** dropped by the former, he treafured it upin his
* heart. What was the refult of it?—Alas! the
“ following letter gives but too dreadful an
" explanation, It is a genuine copy (names

| “ excepted)
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« gxtepted) bf the original, new in my poffeffion,
““ asfent to me by the above unhappy lad, while
‘“ he laboured under every anguiih that a heart of
“¢ fenfibility—a heart which (though ftill inclined
“ to virtue) has yet been hurried into the laft ex-
““ tremity, vice and its attendant, guilt, can pof-
““ fibly experience.”

““ That it may convey a firiking leffon to the
‘¢ young and inexperienced, who have but lately
t“ fixed, or who intend foon to fix their abode in
t* London, is the ardent wiih of,

‘¢ Sir,
- * Your very humble Servant,
““ Honorio

“ From Avtamant to HonoRr1o.

‘ Avignon,—
¢ Ah! my ever ‘dear and venerable friend! —
¢ Frierid! alas! I have rendered myfelf unwor thy
¢ of that appelation ; and even the recolledtion of
‘¢ -the virtues of Honorio enhances the mifery of
“ the haplefs-Altamont.”

“ Would to God, my friend, I had never Tef
¢¢ the'blifsful plains of B——, or at leaft had never

¢ vifited that mafs of foul villany and pollution,
¢ the Town.=~Hardly had I fet foot in London,
¢ ‘when'Acafto, my worthy and ever-to-be-lamented
¢ uncle, ¢ondudted nie to the Play-Houfe; and
‘1t 18 ¢ 'from that period that I ought to date mf
¢ Truin.”

‘« ‘The Beggar's Opera was the piece performed
* and to fiich a pitch was thie deluded Acafto cap-

‘¢ tivated
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« tivated with the piece, that he fcrupled not openly
« to defend the moft vicious fentiments, and aban-
« doned chara&ers in that baneful drama. He even
“ dared, in the gaiety of his heart, to juftify the
* moft atrocious deeds which a defperate high-
“ wayman could commit, when impelled to it by
« neceflity.—Alas! could we have thought that he
‘ was himfelf to atone with his life for this doc-
“ trine? fraught with deftruction, and unguardedly
“ infinuated inthe hearing of a youth unacquaint-
“ ed with the world, yet naturally fond of plea-
“ {ure, and eager for the means of gratifying it ?—
“ Ah! no, he could not think that Altamont, the
“ child of his heart, was deftined to be his mur-
¢ derer!”

‘t Enamoured as I was of diffipation, it was not
“ long before I became a flave to the paffions of
* the abandoned Florella; and though 1 knew her
* foul to be equally proftituted as her body, yet
** I'thought her {miles cheaply purchafed with the
# laft fhilling of my little fortune.—What was now

“ to be done?—One demand was only a preface
‘ to another—the horrors of a gaol haunted me
“ whitherfoever I went—Florella was infolently
‘* clamorous for a renewal of my former profufion
** —fhe upbraided me for my want of {pirit—call-
‘“ ed me niggardly poltroon,—~and, in thort,
t plainly infinuated, that if I could not fupport
“ her by fair means, I muft either do it by foul, or

** never {ee her more. |
‘“ Not fee Florella more! The thought was
* death, Nordid I clofe my eyes, till providing
‘““ mylelf
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‘“ myfelf witha mafk, and the other implements
** for the road, 1fallied forth in queft of a booty.
*“ —In crofling the wood in the neighbourhood of
** M——, whom ihould I meet but,—gracious
*“ God! fupport me while I repeat it!—my ho-
““ noured uncle, Acafto!—1rembling with confu-
*“ fion, and furrounded with darknefs, I knew not
““ who it was, tillI had thrown him by his vene-
* rable grey hairs to the ground. It was now, I
‘“ thought, too late to retreat. With mad precipi-
‘“ tation I accordingly plunged my dagger into his
*“ breaft. Unable before to withdraw from con-
*“ {cious guilt and thame, remorfe and tendernefs
‘“ now rivetted me to the fpot; nordid I {tir from
*“ the fatal {cene of blood, till having thrown afide
e my mafk, with his dying breath, he declared
*“ that he knew me, that he forgave me, and that
* he implored falvation for my guilty foul.

““ Since this fatal adventure 1 have fojourned
¢ in this place, a wretch unworthy to live, yet a
** villain unfit to die; nor have I heard more of
¢ the deteftable Florella fince, but that the fill
““ triumphs in the capital of England, the infa-
‘“ mous favourite of the votaries of lewdnefs, diffi-
** pation, and of every infernal vice,

‘“ Ceafe not, oh! Honorio—thou friend of my
**. youth (while that youth was innocent) to pray
‘¢ for

* The undone and miferable
‘“ ALTaMoNT.”

Such 1s the tendency, and fuch the triumphs of

the Stage! And I appeal ftill farther to your ob-
{ervation,



on Stage Entertainments. 07

fervation, my brethren, whether you ever knew
of any individual, or at leaft any number of indi-
viduals who have become more moral and religious
by attending the Play-Houfe? Or did you ever
hear of any perfon, who, upon his death-bed, or
in his more {erious moments, gave thanks to God,
that he had been favoured with the happy privilege
of frequenting the Theatre. On the contrary,
feveral inftances might be produced of perfons,
who, as foon as ever they came to have any fegious
concern for the falvation of their {ouls, renounced
their connexion with the Stage, and lamented their
former folly as long as they lived. I will mention
only two. Racine, one of the motft illuftrious dra-
matic writers in France, when he once came to be
convinced of the impr(jpriety of Stage Entertain-
ments, refolved not only to write-no more Plays,

but to do a rigorous penance for- thofe he had
written, although they were of the moft excellent
kind, and he not more than 36 years of age.—
And Armand de Bourbon, prince of Conti, *“ con-
“ ceived {o great a paflion and fondnefs for Plays
“ that he entertained a long time in his {ervice a
* company of Players, that he might with moze
“ eafe and conveniency enjoy the pleafure of that
“ diverfion. But after fome years {fpent in this
“ manner, the Prince tooka firm refolution of ap-
“ plying himfelf entirely. to the fervice of God.
* He prohibited Balls, Plays, and Gaming toall his
“ domeftics, and employed himfelf continually 1n
“ meditation, in prayer, and in reading the ferip-
‘“ tures or the lives of faints, and in pious and cha-
** ritable works,” To
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To thefe two celebrated Frenchmen might be
added a third, net lefs fo, though in a different
way : this was the arch-infidel Voltaire. ** When
‘¢ he was fourfcore years of age he removed from
¢t Ferney to Paris, where he was crowned in full
‘¢ theatre, and diftinguithed by the public with the
¢ {trongeft enthufiafm.” But this poor creature
foon fell a vi&im to his vanity.  ** "T'he fatigue of
- *¢ vifits, and attendance at the theatrical reprefen-
‘“ tations, the change of regimen and mode of
* living, inflamed his blood, already too much dif
¢“ ordered. And we are told, that Dr. 1ronchin,
*“ having been fent for, found himin the greateft
‘“ agonies, exclaiming with the utmoft horror, 1
** am abandoned by God and man! The Redtor
‘¢ of the parifh had juft quitted the room (omni
“ reinfeti) on a fudden, before he could be pre-
‘““ vented, he feized what was in the chamber pot,
‘“ and ate ity This Dr. Tronchin related after-
‘ wards to all his acquaintance ; and added, that
“ he wifhed all who had imbibed the irreligious
‘¢ tenets of this unhappy man, could have been
“* prefent at his laft fcene, as it muft have been
r* produdtive of the beft effects. Several of the
‘ loryphei of the fedt endeavoured to prevail with
“ the Doélor to fupprefs or foften what he faw and
‘ heard: but in vain. As long as be lived, he
‘ uniformly perfifted in giving the fame account.”

A gentleman, then in France, adds, ** When
“ Dr. Tronchin firlt came to Monfieur Voltaire,
** he faid, ** Do&or, I will give you half of what I

‘* am worth if you can give me fix months life.”
“ The
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« The Dodtor an{wered, ** Sir, you cannot live fix
« weeks.” He replied, ¢ Then I {hall go to hell,
¢ and you will go with me!”*

This is the hero of modern infidels! And thefe
are thy triumphs, O religion! * Men may live
« fools, but fools they cannot die!”

Now after all that has been faid, dare any of you,
who call yourfelves Chriftians, give your money,
your time, and your example to encourage an en-
tertainment, which is dire&ly in oppofition to the
kingdom of Chrift? Dont we pray every day,
that God's kingdom may come? And does not his
kingdom confift in purity, meeknels, righteoufnefs,
holinefs, goodnefs, and truth?  ‘What though the
Stage is not prohibited by name in the word of God ?
Neitheris.atheifim, deifm, piracy, fwindling, fuicide,
and many other-offences both againfi the laws of
God and man., But then it exprefsly, and upon |
pain of eternal damnation, forbids all that is in-
tended by thefe crimes. So here, an attendance
upon the Stage is not a tranfgreffion of any parti-
cular precept of the holy feriptures: but it is more s
it is an ‘offence againft the whole foul, fpirit, nature,
genius, and tendency of the gofpel. It faps the
foundation: 1t fubverts the whole defign of it: it
ereds the ftandard of the devil under the colours of
the Redeemer: and thus that grand adverfary of
God and man artfully prevails upon poor, fimple,
well-meaning Chriftians, under the pretence of an
mnocent and rational amufement, to promote his

diaboliczl

" See the Gentleman’s Magazing for 1782, page g2g.
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diabolical defigns in the ruin of the human race.
But let the perfon, who pays the {malleft regard to
the authority of the word of God, read the following
{criptures, and fay if they are not, upon the moft
moderate interpretation of them, in direét oppo-
fition to every tendency of the Play-Houfe *—T ho
Shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for
the Lord will not hold him gutltlefs that taketh his name in
wain.— T hou_fhalt not commit adultery. ~Exodus 2o.
7. 14.—Ble[Jed are the poor in [pirit:  for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Bleffed are they that mourn: for
they fhall be comforted.  Bleffed are the meek :* for they
Shall inherit the earth.  BlefJed are they which do hunger
and thirft after righteoufnefs: for they fhall be filled.

Blefled are the pure in heart: for they fhall fee God.
Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5, 0, and 8.—Bleffed are ye that hunger
now: for ye fhall be filled. Bleffed are ye that weep
now: for ye fhall laugh. Woeunto you that are full : for
ye fhall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now: for ye
Skall mourn and weep.  Luke 6. 21 and 25.— Either
make the tree good, and his fruit good ; or elfe make the
tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known
by his fruit. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being
euil, [peak good things? for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth [peaketh. A good man out of the good
treafure of the heart bringeth forth good things; and an
~ evil man out of the evil treafure bringeth forth evil things.
But I fay unto you, that every idle word that men fhall
fpeak, they fhall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
Mat. 12. 33—306.—They that are dfter the flefh, do
mind the things of the flefh; but they that are after the
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded

5
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s death s but to be [piritually minded is life and peace
hecaufe the-carnal mind is enmity againft God: for it is
not [ubject to the law of God, neither indced can be.  So
then they that are in the flefh cannot pleafe God.  But ye
are not in the flefh but in the Spirit, if Jo be that the Spirit
of God dwell inyou. Now if anyman have not the Spirit
-f Chrift he is none of his. - Rom. 8. 5—0.~—Know ye
ot that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of
God, kim fhall God defiroy : for the temple of God is
hOZ}', which temple ye are. 1 Cor. 3. Iﬁ, I ‘].—-—-Fervent
in Spirit, ferving the Lord; rejoicing tnhope 5 patient in
tribulation continuing inflant in prayer.  Rom, 19.
i1, le.--—Knomfng the ttme., that now it is high time to
awake out of fleep’s for now is our falvation nearer than
when we believed.  The night is far fpent, the day is at
hand: let us therefore caft off the works of darknefs, and
let us put on the armour of light.  Let us walk honefily
as in the day; not in vioting and drunkennefs, not in
chambering and wantonnefs, not in Slitfe and envying.
But put ye on the Lord fefus Chrift, and make not provi-

fion for the flefk to fulfil the lufts thereof.  Rom. 13.
11—14.—Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in

all wifdom; teaching and admonifking one another in

pfalms and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, finging with grace

in your hearts to the Lord. And whatfoever ye do tn

word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Fefus, giving
thanks.to God and the Father by him. Col. 3. 16, 17.—

I befeech you therefore,. brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, accepit-
able unto God, which ts your reafonable fervice.  And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

TE'?ZE"LUI?Zg
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rencwing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfe@ will of Ged.  Rom,
12. 1, 2. — Now, can any perfon, of the fmalleft
difcernment, conceive, that the entertainments of
the Play-Houfe are confiftent with the fpirit and
tendency of thefe paffages of the holy fcriptures?
Shall we go to the Theatre to improve our minds

i all thefe happy-making fruits of righteoufnefs?
Befides; do you think, if our Saviour was-upon
earth, that he would attend the Play-Houfe? Put
the queflion home, and anfwer it faithfully accord-
ing to your own mean ideas of his fandity, and fay,
whether he would go and {pend two or three hours
of an evening, in liftening to the love {cenes of a
Tragedy, the wild rant of a Comedy, or the ridi-
culous nonfenfe of a farce? No. I would charit-
ably hope there are none of us who have fo un-
worthy an opinion of the Redeemer aseven to fufped
it. And ought you and I then, my brethren, to do
what we verily believe Jefus Chrift would not have
done? Did not he come into the world to fet us.an
example that we fhould follow kis fleps 2 O ye frozen-
- hearted formalifts! ye that halt between God and |
the world! no longer deceive your own fouls! no
longer trifle with your falvation! Repent ye truly
of your paft fins; believe in the Lord Jefus Chntt;
and ferve him with a perfe& heart and a willing
mind; {o thall your paft fins be done away, and
your pardon be fealed in heaven by your injuved
and offended Father. Butif you are determined to
purfue your old courfes, to tread the way of trari-
greffors, and to live jn the fpirit and falhion of the
| world,
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world, I have only this to fay, Your blood fhall
be upon your own heads: the day of repentance is
near at hand, and you will find it an hard thing to
hick againft the goads!

Yet confider, I entreat you, confider well your
fituation before you finally reje® the advice and

admonitions that are here given. I am no enemy
to the innocent pleafures of mankind. Any amufe-
ments that have a tendency to make men wifer and
better, holier and happier, [ would certainly with to
give all due encouragement unto. But, I think, it
has been proved the entertainments of the Stage
are not of that kind. Aund whatever 1s otherwife,
cannot be juftified, either upon-the principles of
found reafon or religion; and conlequently ought
not to be countenancad by any perfon who wifhes
well to his fellow-creatures. I grant, fetting afide
reafon, religion, and the good of fociety, the Play-
Houfe, even in its moft degenerate ftate, may be
jutified ; and fo may every entertainment that
adminifters fuel to the paflions, and corrupts the
human heart. But then every man who thinks
juftly, and withes to do the thing that is right, will
confider the end of thefe things, before he indulges
in dangerous or unlawful pleafures. 1If indeed
there are any of you, my brethren, who are deter-
mined to follow your own ways: if you fhut your
eyes againft evidence, and will not hearken : if you
have made up your minds upon thefe fubjeds, and
are refolved to abide the confequence : 1f you have
weighed the matter thoroughly, and hefitate not to
cherith the brutal part of your natures, at the ex-
K pence



74 A Difcourfe

pence of reafon, religion, the favour of God, the
joys of heaven, and the applaufe of your own bo-
foms ; 1t 15 1n vain to remonftrate any farther with
you. The language of wifdom will then have its
completion, before many more years of your lives
are expired: Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed, I
have firctched out my hand, and no man regarded; but -ye
have fet at nought all my counfel, and would none of my
reproofs I alfo will laugh at your cdlamity, I will mock
when your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as defola-
tion, and your deftruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when

diftrefs and anguifh cometh upon you: then fhall they call
upon me, but I will not anfwer 5 they fhall feek me early,
but they fhall not find'me ; for that they hated knowledge,
and did not chufe the fear of the Lord.

We thould however, do well to refle& ftill fur-
ther, that tranfgreflion has been the bane of {ociety
ever fince the world began. And a confci.ntious
regard to the commandments of God has in all ages
been the prefervation of his fervants, Liflento the
following inftances of God's dealings with mankind,
and fay, if fin, of every fpecies, is ot the thing
which his foul abhors. And if, from before the
world was, to this time, he hath always exprefled
his utmoft difpleafure againft fin and finners; what
are we of this age, that we fhould. expe& to be
treated better than others who haverebelled againft
him? |

1. Before the creation of the world, the angels
finned: they kept not their firft eflate, but left their own
habitation, and God hath referved them in everlafting chatns
under darknefs to the judgment of the great day. Jude .

| | 9. After
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9. After the world was created, Adam and Eve
finned againit their Creator, in a manner that to us
may feem very trifling. But we all know the
traufgre{lion was followed with the moft melancholy
confequences.

2. Cain imbrued his hands in the blood of his
brother: and he became a fugitive and a vagabond
upon the face of the earth.

4. About 1500 years after the creation of the
| world mankind were become very wicked: God
i appeared to Noah and told him his intention of de<
froying the world by a flood of waters within 120
| years, if they did not turn and repent. "They did
| not turn and repent: and God, according to his
threatening, {ent a flood of waters and deftroyed
them all, except Noah and his family.

Hence we may learn what it is to be {ingular in
the caufe of God.  Noah alone and his family are
righteous: Noah alone and his family are preferved.
Dare then, O dare to be fingularly good, my bre-

thren, in the midft of a crooked and finful gene-
ration. "

5. About 420 years after the flood, the fons of

| Noah are again become very wicked: they forget
the Lord that hath done {o great things for them.

Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim, are
Jet forth for an example fuffering: the vengeance of eternal
¢. Lot and his family are preferved.  Fire and
rimftone, form and tempeft, come dowa f{rom
heaven and deftroy all the reft.
Here we fee again, my brethren, what it isto
ve God, and what it is to forfake him. Whole

Fo cities
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cities are wicked, Lot and hisfamily excepted: they

are deftroyed, he 1s preferved: preferved, the one

by angels; the other deftroyed by fire and brim-

{tone from the Lord out of heaven!—When vice
is in fathion, fingularity is a virtue!

6. About 850 years after the deluge, the Egyp-
tians were become very wicked before the Lord:
and many and various were the judgments of God
upon them. |

7. The Babylonians were a large, rich, and flou-
rithing people. Luxury, debauchery, excefs, and
wickednefs of every kind grew predominant; -and
the divine vengeance quickly followed: they have
long been no more a people.

8. Affyria, from fmall beginnings, became 2
large and flourithing empire. Wickednefs in every
~ depree fucceeded fuccefsin war; and the vengeance
of God like a mighty ftream flewed in upon them:
they are now no more a people. |

9. The Amalekites, the Ammonites and the

Moabltes, becaufe of fin, are now no more.
10, The large and flourifhing cities of Tyre and
Sidon, becaufe of luxury and excefs, are funk it

eternal oblivion. |
- 11. The Grecians, the Macedonlans, the Ro-

mans, have all in their turns fallen vi&ims to the,
divine indignation, becaufe of their rebellion againk
Gad.

12. The thirty nations of Canaan, by the polr
tive command of the Almighty, were all cut off in
‘the very bloffoms of their fins. Their 1n1qu1ty WS

full : they were ripe for deftruétion.
13. What
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" 15. What fhall we fay concerning the children
of Irael, God’s ele and peculiar people? So often
as they finned, {o often did the Lord puntiih their
iniquity. Soon after they came out of the land of
Egypt, while Mofes was yet upon the mount ; the
people made a ‘molten calf and worfhipped it:
what was the confequence? Three thoufand of
them were putto death by the immediate command
of God. In fhort, of the 6ooooo which came out
of the land of Egypt, only two entered the land of
Canaan: all the reft died in the wildernefs becaufe
of their wickednefs and becaufe of their fin.

After they were {fettled in the land of Canaan,
we read in the book of Judges, that they oftentimes
erew wicked and forfook the Lord: and fo fure as

they forfook him, {o fure did he punilh them. The

fame it has been in every age fince, and they are
now a by-word and reproach among all the nations
of the earth.  Nay, in the time of the prophet Ifaiah,
even the fine ladies of the land of Ifrael are parti-
cularly threatened by the Almighty himfelf. How
far the defcriptiop agrees with the charadter and
manners of our Britifh ladies I leave them to de-
termine : Moreover the Lord faith, Becaufe the daugh-
ters of Zion are haughty, and walk with flvetched forth
uecks, and wanton eyes, walking, and mincing as they go,
and making a tinkling with their feet : therefore the Lord
will fmite with a_feab the crown of the head of the daugh-
ters of Zion, and the Lord will difcover thewr fecret parts.
In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their
tinkling ornaments about their feet, and thewr cauls, and
thetr round tires like the moon, the chains, and the brace=
F3 | lets,
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lets, and the mufflers, the bonnets, and the ornaments of the
legs, and the head-bands, and the tablets, and the ear-ringy,
the rings, and nofe-jewels, the changeable furts of apparel,
and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crifping-pins, the
glaffes, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails.
Andit fhall cometo pafs, that inflead of a_fweet fmell, there
Jhall be a flink; and inflead of a girdle, a rent; and inflead
of well-fet katr, baldnefs ; and inflead of a flomacher, a
girding of fackcloth; and burning inflead of beauty. Thy
men fhall fall by the fword, and thy mighty in the war,
And her gates fhall lament and mourn ; and fhe, being de-

Jolate, fhall fit upon the ground. If. 3. 16—26.
If we advert to individuals, we ihall always find

it has been the fame. Cain finned againft God:
he was punithed. Ham finned: he was punithed.
Lot's wife fiuned: fhe was punifhed, Balaam
finnad : he was punithed. Eli finned: he was pu-
nifhed. Saul finned: he was punifhed. David
finned: he was punithed. Solomon finned: he
was punithed. And of about forty kings who reign-
ed over Ifraeland Judah, only fome feven or eight
were good men. All the reft were wicked, and all
the reft were puniithed and abhorred of God.
What {hall we fay to this clcud of witneffes? Is
it not clear, that fin is the prime caufe of all the
calamities which have been in our world ? And have
not fin and finnérs, in all ages, and in ali nations,
ever met with the divine vengeance; and thall
finners of this age alone efcape ? Hath God punifh-
ed angels, nations, kings, people, high and low one
with another; and fhall a drunken Chriftian—a
twearing Chriftian—a lewd Chriftian—a wanton

Chuiftian
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Chriftian—an unholy Chriftian—a prayerlefs,
giddy, foolith, lukewarm, pleafure-loving, diffipat-
ed Chriftian : {hall thefe, and fuch as thefe elcape
with impuﬁity? It cannot be. Qur privileges are
the greater; and if we make not a {uitable improve-
ment of them, our condemnation will be the greater
alfo.  VWoe unto thee, Ghorazin! woe unto thee, Beth-
faida ! forif the mighty works which were done in you had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long
ago in fackcloth and afkes.  But I fay unto you, It fhall
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of jude-
ment than for you.  And thou, Gapernaum, whick art ex-

alted unto heaven, fhalt be brought down to hell : for if

the mighty works which have been done tn thee had been
done tn Sodom, 1t would have rematned until this day. But

I fay unto you, That it fhall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee.
Mat. 11. 20—24.
And now, to bring thefe reafonings to a clofe,
and to fum up the whole 1n one view : If the en-
tertainments of the Stage are of Pagan original,
and invented in honour of impure demons: Ifthe
wifeft and beft men even among the Heathens
confidered the Play-Houfe as a public nuifance;
and the diverfions of 1t as fatal to religion: If the
holy Fathers in the firftand beft days of the Chrif-
tian church always fpake of it as inimical to the
gofpel: If general councils, both popith and pro-
teftant, wherein have been affembled feveral hun-
dreds of bifhops and clergy at one time, have fre-
quently confirmed the opinion of the Fathers: If
the wifeft ftates and kingdoms have found it politi-
cal,
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cal, after trial made, to prohibit Stage Entertain-
ments: If the do&rine and dilcipline of our own
church give not the {malleft encouragement to di-
verfions of this kind: If feveral of the moft pious
and learned men, of various denominations, among
the moderns, have openly appeared againft the
Stage, and unanfwerably expofed its unchriftian
tendency: If every candid perfon, who makes a
pradice of attending the Theatre, muft and will ac-
knowledge, that the amufements of it diforder the
aftections, and difqualify the mind for devout retire-

ment : If young people of both {fexes, who frequent
the Stage, always grow diffolute in proportion to
their attendance: If {everal men of name and cha-
raéter have afcribed their ruin to the Theatre in
their moft ferious moments: If whenever any of
the devotees of the Play-Houfe have been brought
to a fober concern for the falvation of their fouls,
they have always lamented their paft folly, and re-
ligioufly abftained from its amufements : If its en-
tertainments are inconfiftent with chriftian piety,
-and never were, nor ever could be attended by
Jefus Chrift, or his apoftles, orany of his holy fol-
lowers : If the trade of this town is fuch, at prefent,
as to leave abundance of the poor deftitute of
bread, anci to render the encouragement of the
Play-Houfe highly impalitical : If the temporary
building, that has been erected for the purpofe of
affembling in, is, and muft be, from the very na-
ture of it, attended with fome danger: And if God
always hath, and always will take vengeance on
thofe who oppofe his gofpel, and the laws of virtue

| and
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and religion: If all thefe confiderations together
will not deter every fober, difcreet, well-meaning
perfon from giving his time, his money, and his
prefence to countenance the Stage, it muit be faid he
has either a very weak head, a very hard heart, or
a mind proof againft conviétion, and utterly regard-
lefs of the favour of the Almighty.

As for thofe who fay unto God and religion,
Depart from us; for we defire not the knowledge of thy
ways: Who is the Almighty that we fhould ferve him? and
what profit fhould we have, if we pray unto kim?  Or
that infolently exclaim with a brother of theirs of
old, Who is the Lord that we fhould obey him? We know
not the Lord, neither will we regard his voice: as for
thefe, I{ay, we muft leave them. Reafon, argu-
ment, perfuafion, religion, are not for them.
They muft be dealt with in a different manner.
The Lord will, ere long, make bare his holy arm, and
then fhall we difcern between the righteous and the wicked,
between him that_ferveth God and him that ferveth him not.
—T'he tollowing example will illuftrate the fitu-
ation of fuch unhappy chara&ers, It is contained

in a letter written by a clergyman to the late
Richard Nath, Efg. at Bath,

X S,I R,

““ I Was notlong fince called to vifita poor gen-

‘ tleman, ere while of the moft robuft body, and
‘“ of the gayeft temper, I ever knew, But when
‘“ I vifited him; Oh! how was the glory departed
* from him! I found him no more that {prightly
‘“ and vivacious fon of joy, which he ufed to be;
66 bl.lt
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* but languithing, pining away, and withering
““ under the chaftizing hand of God. His limbs
** feeble, and trembling: his countenance forlom
‘“ and ghaftly: and the little breath he had left,
*“ {obbed out in forrowful fighs! his body haften-
‘“ ing apace to the duft, to lodge in the filent
grave, the land of darknefs and defolation. His
foul juft going to God who gaveit; preparing
‘“ 1tfelf to wing away unto its long home ; to enter
upon an unchangeable and eternal ftate. When
I was come up into his chamber, arid had feated
““ myfelf on his bed, he firft caft a moft wilhful -
* look upon me, and then began as well as he was
‘“ able to fpeak : —Oh! that I had been wife, that
¢t T had known this, that I had confidered my lat-
‘“ ter end. Ah! Mr. , death is knocking at
““ mydoors: 1 a few hours more I fhall draw my
* laft galp; and then judgment, the tremendous
‘“ judgment! How fhall I appear, unprepared as
‘“ I'am, before the all-knowing and ommipotent
* God? How fhall I endure the day of his com-
*“ ing! — When I mentioned among many other
‘* things, that ftri& holinefs, which he had former-
*“ ly fo flightly efteemed, he replied with an hafty
‘‘ eagernefs: Oh! that holinefs is the only thing I
*“ now long for. Ihave not wordsto tell you how
*“ highly I value it. I would gladly part with all
‘“ my eftate, large asit is, ora world to obtamn it.
** Now my benighted eyes are enlightened, I clearly

* difcern the things that are excellent. What 1s
** there in the place whither I am going but God?

* Or what is there to be defired on earth but reli-
| ““ gion?

‘Lt

(5 8
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« gion ? — But if this God thould reftore you to’
w health 5 faid I, think you, that you fhould alter
« your former courfe?—I call heaven and earthto
« witnefs, faid he, I would labour for holinefs, as
« T fhall foon labour for life.  As for riches, and

| pleafures, and the applaufes of men, I account
|« them as drofs and dung, no more to my happi-
“ nefs, than the feathersthat lie on the floor. Oh!
§ ¢ if the righteous Judge would try me once more ;
 if he would but reprieve, and fpare me a little
“ longer; in what a fpirit would I fpend the re-
“ mainder of my days? I would know no other
“ hufinefs, aim at no other end, than perfecting
“ myfelf in holinefs. Whatever contributed to

“ that ; every means of grace; every opportunity
“ of fpiritual improvement, fhould be dearer to

“ me, than thoufands of gold and filver. Butalas!

“ why do I amufe myfelf with fond imaginations?
I ¢ The beft refolutions are- now infignificant, be-
“ caufe they are too late. 'T'he day in which I
“ fhould have worked is over and gone, and I fee a
“ fad, horrible night approaching, bringing with it
“ the blacknefs of darknefs for ever. Heretofore,
“ woe is me! when God called, I refuled; when
“ he invited, I was one of them that made excuie.
| Now therefore I receive the reward of my deeds;
“ fearfulnefs and trembling are come upon me:
“ | fmart and am in fore anguifh already ; and yet
“ this is but the beginning of forrows! It doth
“ not yet appear what I {hall be; but fure I ihall

“ be ruined, undone, and deftroyed with an ever-
“ lafting deftruction

¢ ‘This
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* This fad fcene I faw with mine eyes; thefe
“ words, and many more, equally affe®ing, I heard
“ with mine ears, and {oon after attended the un.
““ happy gentleman to his tomb.” — Here we may
*“ learn what a fearful thing it isto fall into the hands

of the living God!
For my own part, brethren, notwithﬁanding all

that I have herefaid, I have not the fmalleft diflike
to the perfons of the Players. On the contrary, |
waquld do any thing in my power to {erve the mean-
eft of them. I am forry, that {uch fenfible and
agreeable people, as fome of them appear to be,
fhould devote themlelves to that pernicious and
dithonouranle way of life. I don't know what they
can fay for themfelves at the great day of final ac-
count. I wifh they may not be treated as the cor-
rupters and debauchers of mankind. Would to God .
they would confider it before it is too late? Me-
thinks 'tis a pity, yea, I am grieved to think, their !
fine children thould be brought up in the fame way. |
O that they were wife! O that they would confider !
thefe things before the day of grace 1s fled!

I would fain hope that the religious part of
the congregation have no need of being cautioned |
and warned againft the infatuating pleafures of the

Play-Houfe. You have not fo learned Chrifi. You
knowand feel the.danger of finful compliances, and
how deftructive they are to the peace and compo-
fure of your own minds.  Abflain therefore from every
appearance of evil; and be ye followers of God as dear
children.  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of

your mouth, but that which is good to the ufe of edifyings
that
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that 1t may minifler grace unto the hearers.  And grieve
at the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are fealed unto
he day of redemption. - But fornication, and all unclean-
uefs, or covetoufnefs, let it not be once named among you
is becometh faints: neither filthinefs, nor foolifk talking,
wr jefting, which are not convenient 5 but rather giving
| of thanks.  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor
wclean perfon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Ghrift and cf God. Let
w0 man decetve you with vain words: for becaufe of thefe
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of dif-
obedience.  Be not ye therefore partakers with them. The
ime paft of our life may fuffice us to have lived according
to the courfe of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air; the [pirit that now worketh in the chil-
dven of difobedience. It is true they will think it firange,
that ye run not with them to the fame excefs of riot, and
will {peak evil of you.  But, Beloved, think it not firange
concerning ‘the fiery trial, which is to try you, asthough
fome uncommon thing happened unto you. But rejoice,
inafmuch as ye are partakers of Ghriff's fufferings;  that
when ks glory Shall be revealed, ye may be glad alfo with
exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of
Ghrift, and becaufe you cannot join with many of
your neighbours in their diflipated courles, happy
are ye:  for the fpirit of glory and of God refleth upon
jou.  On their part he is evil [poken of, but on your
part he is glorified.  Wherefore let them that fuffer ac-

cording to the will of God, commit the keeping of their
louls to him in well-doing as unto a faithful Creator. |
Qne word for myfelf, and I defcend. In fpeak-
ing againft the prefent depraved ftate of the Play-
Houfe,
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Houfe, I havedone what I really thought my duty,
after much ferious confideration concerningit. It
is furely incumbent upon every;clergyman to op-
pofe, with all his power, whatever he conceives is.
repugnant to the religion of Jefus. "And I defy
any man to fay and to prove, that the Play-Houfe,
as it 15 generally conducted, 1s confiftent with the
purity and holinefs of the gofpel. Nay, I will go
further, and be bold to affert, that there 1s not a
cool, fenfible, thinking perfon in the whole con-
gregation, no not even among the Players them-
felves, that looks upon the prefent mode of con-

ducting the Stage as agreeable to the true nature
and genius of Chriftianity, -

I am well aware of the refentment, that will be
excited againft me, for fpeaking fo plainly againft
- a fathionable amufement. = But this is a confidera-
tion of little confequence, when we are called upon
to do our duty, and to {peak in the name of the
great God. If the Tragedies, Comedies, and
Farces, that are reprefented, be agreeable to true
religion, and to the holy gofpel, and confiftent with
the real interefts of a trading town, moft of whofe
inhabitants are by no means in affluent circum-
ftances; nay, a vaft majority of whom can with great
difficulty pay their way, let them be defended with
reafon, and fcripture, and argument : if they are

not agreeable to true religion and the holy gofpel,
neitiier confiftent with the real interelts of a trad-

ing town, fo circumfitanced as ours 1s, then every
munifter of that gofpel, every friend to true reli-
gion, and every well-wilher to the town and neigh-

bourhaod,
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| .rhood, ought as much as in him lies, to difcou-
ge them, notwithftanding the contumely agd re-
wment of the multitude.,” Even a {enfibleWgea-
en could fay: .

B

¢ Jultum, ac tenacem propofiti virum,
«¢-Non tivium ardor prava jubentium,

¢¢ Non vultus inftantis tyranni, _
“ Mente quatit folidd, neque Aufter

¢ Dux inquieti turbidus Adriz,

¢ Nec fulminantis magna manus Jovis:
¢« Si fradtus illabatur orbis,

6“ Impavidum ferientruinz.”

¢¢ The man in cordcious virtue bold,
‘¢ Who dares his fteady purpofe hold,
¢¢ Unfhaken hears the crowd’s tumultuous cries,
¢¢ And the impetuous tyrant’s angry brow defies.
¢ Let the loud winds, that rule the {eas,
‘¢ Tempeftuous their wild horrors raife;
¢ Let Jove's dread arm with thunders rend the {pheres,
¢¢ Beneath the cruth of worlds undaunted he appears.”

If an unenlightened Heathen could ufe {uch
mguage, fhall we, who profefs to believe and
reach the pure and holy religion of Jefus Chrift,
eafraid of fpeaking the truth, forfear of ofiending
e oppofers of that religion? No, my brethren:
Ve know him who hath faid, Fear not them whick
ill the body, but are not able to kill the foul: but rather

or im, which is able to deftroy both foul and body in
ol

¢ Aw'd by a mottal's frown, fhallI
* ¢ Conceal the word of God moft high?

¢¢ How then béfore thee thall I dare

¢ To ftand, or how thine anger bear?

¢¢ Shall I, to footh th’ unholy throng,

¢ Soften thy truths, and fmooth my tongue ?
té TQ

a3
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¢ To gein earth’s gilded toys, or Hee

¢¢ The crofsendur'd, my Lord, by thee?
¢¢ \What then i1s ke whofe fcorn I dread?
¢ (Whole wizth or hate makes me afraid @

¢« A man! 2n heir of death ! a {lave
jiy

oy

¢¢ Tofin! 2 bubble on the vave

THE END.
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