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AQ % N the following Sheets 1 have explain’ d the Prin
‘5'“‘ R ciples of our holy Religion, in thc ahbolefome Words
t\;ﬂ of Scripture, ranged and connefed under proper
Hfaa’.r, becaufe, whed feveral Paflages relatmg to
'{ the fame point of Doélrine, or Duty, are view'd to-
gether, they give a light each to the other, and

make a ftr nuger' impréflion thaa particular Texts can' do' when
confider’d alone. 1 believe every-one will agree, that I have fully
ieprelented the Whole Duty of a-Chriftian : tho' fome will doubt,
perhaps, whether all the Articles of our Faith are here fufficiently
explain’d. fs to which I muft beg leave to fay, that, as the Ex-
preflions,_of the Sacred Writers carry a- greater Weight and Au-
thority in them, (and confequently have a more powerful influ-
eice on the Mind) than any nthe: - fo I freely own, that T never
found the Chriftian Faith fo well explam d in any Syftem or Creed,
25 in the Haly Scrxpture Indeed it ought to be reckon d 2 firft
Principle amonis all Chriftians, that no ‘Man,, or Set of Men what-
ever, can fpeak “of divinely-reveal’d- Truths in fitter language
thafs the infpired Weritcrs have ufed.  The Word of God ought
tobe our only Rule and Guide in all Points’ both of Faith‘and’
Praftice. And 'if any important Doctrine be obfcurely deliver’d
‘there, after the feveral Paffages relating to it have been duly
ompar'd ; whence can we have any further light? From the’
Fathers's -or from General Councils ? 'Tho’ thefe may be of fome
Uf: to the Learned, théy can-be of ne-Service to’ the generality
of Chriftians ; for-whofe Perufal the Seriptires were compofed, |
s well as for others. " *f Let commaon Chriftians, rlrer.gﬁ:re, bf.:
f cnntent with every Article mn its native Simplicity, as laid down
“in Seripture. for edification ‘of the Faithful ; and not as it dppears
“in controverfial Books, or Confeflions, with all ‘its Armour’
“about it, for the Conviftion-or Confufion of Galnfayers*’ "
And let. '1ll confider, how-dangerous a thing it is to cortupt the
tue Faith, either by m:'dmg to it; or taking auay from it. For
." Was not: agmnﬁ Thole’only 'who deny any prime Article of

A "

' See If'e ﬁnpﬁrfnr ¢ c-*f jk2 Dellrine ﬂf bf H- h' Trn:!y n"ﬁrfr.} by Dr. 7l g~
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Chriftian Doflrine, that St. Pau! pronounced a fevere dnathen, .
but againt fuch likewife as corrupt the Golpel-Faith by adu..
rous mixtares; by impofing upon others falfe or doubtful Op;.
nions as things neceffary to Salvation : as the Church of Rome hag
dope in many inftances ; teaching for Dodrines, the Commandmenss
of Men; and inforcing the belief of her monftrous Abfurdities,
by all the Terrors of Difgrace, Perfecution, and Torture, Thi
is really preaching anmatber Gofpel, (becaufe it is eltablithing other
Terms of Salvation, other Dodlrines as neceffary to be beheved,)
than Chrift and bis Apoftles publifh’d. In vain doth the Romiff
Church retort this Charge upon ours, for receiving the 74ree Crecd);
feeing we do not receive them as Autboritative Interpretations of
Scripture, which every one is bound to believe, whether he jud.
geth the Do&rine they contain to be realonable, or not : nor do we
reckon them the Standards of Chriftian Belief, according to which
the Scripture oupht to be interpreted : but we explain the Creeds,
by Scripture ; and therefire receive them, becaufe we find that the
general Truths they contain may be proved by moff certain War.
rants of Holy Writ. * ¢ It is a horrible Mifreprefentation of the
“ Cafe (as the learned Dr. Waterland candidly owns,) to pre.
““ tend 2s if we taught that the eternal Intereft of every Plowman
“ ¢r Mechanick baengs on bis adjufling the feafe of the Terms Na-
““ ture, Perfon, Effence, Subftance, Subfiltence, Coequality, Co-
¢ eflentiality, and the likz. No; thole are tecknical Terms, moft
“ of them, proper to Divines and Scholars : and -not only Phaw-
“ men and. Mechanicks, but very great Scbolars too, lived and
“¢ died in the confcientious Belief of the Dodlrine of the Trinity,
““ Jong before any af thofe Terms came in. -+ God forbid that
“ all the nice DiflinGicns and Definitions of the Schools, about
¢ Effence, Subfifience, Perfonality, about eternal Gensration and
“¢ Proceffion, thould be reckon’d among Fundamentals of our
¢ Faith, For tho’ we underftood nothing of thele Matters, (a3

¢ indeed we do not, and it had been happy if the Church had |
“ never heard of them;) yet if we believe the Diwinity of each |

“ Perfon, we believe enough to underftand the Doéltrine of Sal-
&{ -

¢ Ideas reach not to them; but ftop fhort in the.Generals: as
‘“ our Faith alfo does. For, our Faith and our Ideas keep pace
“ with cach other; and we believe nothing about Particulars,

Y fird. 0. 21, t Toid. p. 72, 3 Ibid. p. 19

¢¢ whereof

e —--_--—q:'-— - eeera—— e TR . e e
-

wation. T We underftand the general Truths concerning 3 |
“¢ Fatber, Son, and Holy Gheft: we underftand the geaeral Na- |
¢ ture of an Unien, and a Difiin&ien: and what we underftand,
‘“ we believe. As to the minute Particzlars relating to the Mas |
““ mer, or Modus of the Thing, we underftand them not; Our |

{
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« whereof nothing is rewealed, neither exprefly, nor confequens

¢« tially.”’ -
OurYAfrenting to the VIII. Article of our Church implies, that
we believe the Doftrine of the Trinity in gensral, and the Diwinity
of Chrift, as they are reveal'd in Scripture: but not that we
mean to impofe upon others the belief of every Propofition, and
minite Explication of the general Dolrines contain’d in the Atha-
naffan Creéd, as Points without the belief of which they cannot be
foved, The fame learned Author has declared himfelf againft
fuch a rigorous interpretation of the.damnatory Claufes: which
(according to the Rubrick that was finally agreed upon by the
Commiifioners in 168¢,) * are to be underftood as relating to
“ Thofe only who obftinately deny tbe Suéffance of the Chri-
¢ ftian Faith.” There is a great difference betwixt aflenting to
a Set of Propofitions that we think are Confequences juftly drawn
from Scripture; and our impofing the belief of thofe Confequen-
¢es upon others, as wecgflary either to Salvation, or to Chriftian
Commaunion. In the firlk Cafe we aét rezlonably in admitting of
jult Confequences. In the other, we aét injurioufly and vncha-
ritably, if we endeavour to impofe any Opinion, as a Conclufion
drawn from Scripture, upen fuch as do not perceive that Conclu~
fion to be juft. If owe Confequence, or new Propofition, may be
warrantably added to the exprefs Dotrine of Scripture, as a Point
neceffary to be believed ; avhers, and avhen thall we flop? Or
how fhall we know when we believe Enough? Whatever farther
Explications of the Chriftian Faith may hereafter be thought ne-
ceflary, or ufeful, they may. ftill be called an anfolding of the
confequential Doflrines avrapt up in the Apoftles Creed. In fadt,
under the pretence of oppofing Herefy, and preferving Unity of
Faith, the Romifb Church has, in her Genreral Councils, declared
fome notions and pradtices that are grofly abfurd, to be Articles
of the Catholick Faith: by degrees the has led a great part of
the Chriftian World into Ildolatry, and many fenfelels Super-
ftitions : and, in order to extirpate thofe the calls Hereticks, (be-
caufe they oppofe and reject her tyrannical impofitions), fhe
has eftablifh’d a horrid Imguifition, which every honeft good-na-
tured Man-muft deteft, as contrary to all the Laws of Juftice and
Humanity. I am uvnwilling to point out the chief Source of alt
this Error and Wickednefs: and yet cannot but fay, that moft
of thefe Milchiefs might have been prevented, if the Primitive
Churches, in their publick Forms of Faith, had kept firiétly to the
Language of Scripture : and if, even in cenfuring Errors, they
had not ufed unferiptural Phrafes; efpecially fuch metaphyfical
Terms as are lefs plain, and therefore lels proper, than the Words
of S¢ripture, Secing it is confefs’d that the defign of fuch zech-
niad
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xical Terms as were mention'd before, 1s not to inlarge our Viey,
or #2 add any thing fo our Stock of Ideas; it is not eafy to imagine
how they fhould be of any Servicé at all towards fecuring the Be-
lief of the Dodrines that they .are faid to explain. However,
feeing there has been no new Revelation made fince the days of
the Apoltles; it s certain we can know no more, nor explain any
Point of Doétrine better, than they have taught us in their Wri-
tings. It is troe 2ll Things are not reveal’d to vs with the fame
Perlpicuity : but then thofe Propofitions that are bard i be under.
Jlood, for that very reafon, cannot be neceffary to be explicitels
believed : becaufe we believe only what we underftand : our Fajr)
and our Ideas keeping pace avith each other. And if ill-inflruéed, or
unflable Perfons wiLr aureft oblcure Things o their own defiruc
tion; themlielves only are to be blamed. The plainefl Texts may
be perwerted, as well as others ; there being no Fence againt the
willful Folly 2ad Perverfenefs of Mankind. But to deny People
the free Ule of the Scripture (as the Church of Reme does) be-
caufe they may poffibly acreff them; 35 juft as reafonable, as it
would be to deprive them of their Liberty in every thing ellc,
for fear they fhould happen to abufe it.-
. The Evangelilts who had ® @ perfe& anderflanding and know-
ledge of all Thirgs that Chrift reveal’d, have, in their Golpels, /2
Jorts a declayation of tihofe Things that avere mofl furely believed a-
morg them; -ibat ave might knoww the tertainty of whatever the firft
Chriftians were inflrucied in.  St. Paz/ tells us that he 4 did nst
bandle tbe Word of God deceitfully: that T be hept back [or conceal'd]
xotbing that vas profitable to Liis Converts ; but declared wnto them
all the Counfel of Ged. He aflures us that || all Scripture given by
tze Infiration of God, is [therefore] profirable for Dolirine, for Re-
Proofy for Corrediow, and for Inflruftion in Righteoufnefs; that ibe
Man of God may becone perfed, and tbroughly furnifli’d anto all good
#7eres.  Now leeing the Scriptures were written with this very
intent, that we might Aroaw the Certainty of ‘thofe Things which
Chrift and his Apoftles tanght their Difciples: it follows evident-
ly, that by an attentive perufal of the facred writings We may
certainly know what thofe Things are (at leaft as'to all im
teriant Points) that we arve bound to believe, or practife. For,
to affirm, as fome do, that Scripture aloze is not a Rule of
Faith fuificiently plain, even in neceflary Points; is in effeét to
fay, either that the Holy Spirit cou’d not, or won'd. not. (by. means
of the Sacred Penmen), exprefs the Will of Geod lo. plainly,
even in Things important, as to be underftood ;- (which is an
Aliartion too fhocking for any Clriftian:) or elfe, that tholc
¥ Inre i._ - Y aleriv, o, 1 A3s ¥x. 20, 27, N 2T it 16, 17.
| - great
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| wreat Truths which are delivered in Scripture with fufficient
plainnéfs, cannot however be fuoacn with any certainty, by fincere
and attentive perfons: which contradiéts the exprefs words of St.
[ube; as well as the Common Senfe of Mankind, The clearnefs
of Scripture in all neceflary Points, and its being a compleat
Rule both of Faith and Praftice, was unanimoufly aflerted by
the Fathers: who therefore recommended to all Chriftians a con-
fant and careful perufal of the facred Writings. I am aware
that they infited upon Apoffelic Tradition too, in many Cafes;
and feem’d to lay a great weight upon it, as a convincing Proof
| of the Points they contended for, But thefe Points were feldom
" Dottrines of any Jmportance: but cither fome Opinion of little
- moment ; as that of the Millennium; the unlawfulnefs of Qaths;
- and of eating Blood : or, fome ancient Fa&, or Ufage; of which
- they thought a general Reception in the Churcl, was a fufficient
| Proof of its being an Apoflolical Tradition: fuch as, vfing the

Sign of the Crofs in Baptifm; Trine-immerfion; a Lent-falt; -
piving the Euchariff to Infants; and the like. But when the
t'athers pleaded 7radition againft any ancient Herefy; by Tradi-
simy they either meant the Apoftelic Doftrine contain’d, and
convey'd down, 1n the Gofpels; (in which Senfe, St. Pgu/ him-
elf ules Tradition, in his Epiftles :) or, they meant the univerfal
Confent and Teftimony of the Clniftian World, publickly known
by the antient Creed received in every Church; which compre-
hended thofe principal Truths of the Gofpel that were reckon’d
neceflary to be believed by all. Thefe Summaries of the Chri-
fian Doftrine, (which agreed in-the main Articles, tho’ they
diffr*d as to the Form, and Expreflion,) the Fathers often called,
dpsflolic Tradition; becaufe thofe antient Creeds contain’d the
tue Doctrine of the Apoftles; the very fame Doclrine that is
more fully and explicitely deliver’d in Scripture ; and was univer-
 flly reccived in all Churches. Now feeing the Fathers affert
" that the Creed alone contains the awhole Dollrine of Faith ;— the

Faith fuficient for Salvation;—-and that it was the jnvariable
Rule to which all ought to conform; this fhews evidently that
they cou'd not doubt of the Scripture’s containing all thofe impor-
ant Truths that we are obliged to belicve and obey. Nor can
Papifts reafonably defive any other Liff. of Fundamentals than the
Apoftles Creed; feeing the Preface to the Trent-Catechifm, calls
It ¢ a Profeflion of the Chriflian Faith and Hope; which the
* Apofiles compofed that there might be no Diwifions among
* thofe whom they called to the Unity of Faith.” Since the be-
licf of this Creed then is own'd to be a fufficient Bond of Unity.
% to Matters of Faith; let them no more uphraid us with oor

Ufterences in Opinion a}:out Points of lcfs moment : efpecially

. feein g
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fecing they have more Difputes among themfelves; and fuch tog
as they muft acknowledge to be abont Things of the utmoft
Confequence.  All Chriftians receive not only the Apoftles Creed,
but all thofe Books of Scripture which by the general Confent
of the primitive Fathers were acknowledged to be undoubtedly
Cansaical.  So that we believe all the Truths of the Gofpel; 4l
its Precepts, Promifes, and Threatnings; every Point of Do
trine and Duty, that is either »ecefary, or ufeful.

Such an Usity of Belief as this, is as great as can be expeded
in the prefent divided {tate of the Chritian Church @ nay it is as
much as the Church of Rome itfelf can jultly boaft of. Ard
fince it is impoilible to prevent a diverfity of Opinions among
Chriftizns; they fhould be taught to fet a higher Value upon
thole grezt Points of Faith and Obedience wherein they agree,
than upoa thofe leffer Matters in which they differ : that a way
may at length be paved for uniting all into one Gommunion;
that is, in 2 common Profeflion of thofe Articles of Faith, where-
in all confent; a joint Worlhip of God, after fuch a way as all
efteem lawful; and a mutual Performance of all thofe offices of
Charity and cordial kindnels that Chriftians owe one to another,
¢ * If all would themfelves be, (and be content that others
¢ fhould be,) in the Choice of their Religion, the Servants of
““ God, and not of Men: if they would allow, that the #ayto
¢ Heaven is no zarrewer than Chriff left it; his Yoke no hea-
¢ vyer than He made it ; — that the belief of no more Diffi-
¢ culties is required mezv to Salvation, than'wasin the primitive
¢¢ Church ; — that no Error is in itfelf defiruftive, and exclo-
<t five from Salvation moaw, that was not then: if inftead of be-
¢ ing zealous Papifis, earnelt Calvinifis, rigid Lutherans; they
¢ would themfelves become, (and be content that others flould
¢ be,) tlain and honeft Chriffians: if all Men would believe the
¢ Scripture; and freeing themfelves from Prejudice and Pallion,
«« would fincerely endeavour to find the true Senfe of it, and
¢ live according to it: and require no more of others but to do
 fo; and (not denying their Communion to Any that do f,)
“ would fo order their publick Service of God, that All who
« do fo, might without Scruple, or Hypocrify, or Protefation
¢ amainft any Part of it, join with themin it ;—Who doth not
< fee that (feeing 2ll mecsffary Truths are plainly and evidently
¢ fot down 1n Scripture.) there would of neceflity be among all
¢ Men, unity of Opinion in all Things neceffary ; and (not:
¢ twithftanding any other Differences that are, or could be))
“ unity of Communion, and Charity, and mutual Toleration !

* The Religizn of Protefiants a Safe way te Salvation : &y Mr, Chillingworth.
Ce. 111 § 21,

v ( If
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«« # If Proteftants be faulty in this matter, [of ufurping Authos

« rity,] it is for doing it too much, and not too little. This

« prefumptuous impofing of the Sewfe of Men upon the Words

« of God; the Special Senfes of Men, upon the general Words

« of God; and laying them upon Men’s Confciences together,

« under the equal penalty of Death and Damnation; this vain

« conceit that we can {peak of the Things of God, bettcr than in

“ the Words of God; this deifying our own Interpretations, and

“ tyrannous inforcing them upon others ; this reftraining of the

« Word of God from that latitude and generality, and the un-

« derflandings of Men from that Liberty, wherein Chrif# and

“ the Apofiles left them; is, and hath been, the ez/y Fountain of

« o]l the Schifms of the Church; and that which males them

« [perpetual.] — Take away thofe Walls of Separation, and all

“ will quickly be One, Take away this Perfecuting, Burning,

“ Curfingy, Damning of Men, for not Subfcribing to the Words

“ of Men as the Words of God : require of Chriftians only to

« believe Chrift, and to call w0 Man, Mafler, but Him only.

“Let thofe leave claiming Infallibility, who have no Title to

“it: and let them, who in 2leir Words difclaim it, difclaim it

« fikeways in their Adions: In a word, take away Zyrauny

« which is the Devil's ipftrument to fupport Errors and Super-

“ ftitions, and Impiety, in the feveral Parts of the World,

“ which could not otherwife long withftand the Power of Truth »

“I fay, take away Tyranny, and reftore Chriftians to their juft

“and full Liberty of captivating therr underflanding to Scrip-

“tare only : And as Rivers when they have a free Paflage run

“all into the Ocean; fo it may well be hoped that, by God’s

“ blefling, univerfal Liberty thus moderated, may quickly re-

“duce Chriftendom to Truth and Unity.”” Such an Unity of

Belief in neceflary Points, and of Charity and Mutual-forbear-

ace in all things, as this Author recommends, may be prefer-

( ed among all Chriftians, amidft all their Differences. But an
Unity of Forms and Circumf{lantials in Worthip and Dilcipline,
never obtain’d in the Chnftian Church : and affual Communion is
nt practicable among a7ffant Churches ; nor with Any Church
that impofes Sinful Terms of Communion. This the Romifb
Church has done in the moft doniineering way ; treating all o-
thers us Heretical, for oppofing her Brrovs; and as Schifmatical,
for feparating from her polluted Worthip. She triumphs over
wr Diwifiens ; which her Emiflarys have always fomented: and
veakly urges againtt us, the Unity of her Dodrine, as onc great
drgument of its Truth: As it Millions of People who five un-

'|

» I%d. Ch. IV, 6. 16,
dey
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der the Terror of an Jnguifiticn, might not eafily be unired iy [,
ror, Credulity, Superflition, and a blind Submiffion to their impe.
rious Guides. But after all, tho’ (he pretends to a perfe®t Upit

of Faith and Worthip; it is really an Unity of Words ang
Forms, rather than of Sentiments: there being the very fume
Differences of Opinion among Papiflts, about Theologieal Points,
that are among us. Nay they {till keep up thofe Old Contyo.
verfys that we have wilely dropt,—about the Divine Decrer,
Grace, Free-anill, vniverfal Redemption, and Perfeverance: All whic)
are hotly difputed betwixt the Fefuits on the one Side; and
the Dominicans and Janferifis on the other.  They differ likeways
about the Merit of Gosd-Works ; — the Divine Inflitution of £.
tifcopacy ; —about the Degree or Jort of Worfbip that they think
is due to the Virgin Mary;——about her Immaculate Concep
tign;—and her having lived always free from Sin; and many
other Points too tedious to be mention’d. But fo unwilling is the
Pope to difoblige either Party, that he thinks it more politick
to tolerate thefe Difputes, than to determine them ; tho’ they oc-
cafion greater Animofity and mutual Averfion (one of the auorp
kinds of Schifim) among them; than Owxr Controverlys generall;
do. But there are {till greater Divifions ameng them; not only
about the Pope’s Supremacy, which is thought to be the Center of
their Unity; but about the Number and Authority of their Ge.
xeral Councilr, whofe Decifions are reckon'd the Standard of their
Belief; and even about that pretended Infallibikity, which is fup-
pofed to be the Foundaticn and Secwrity of their Faith. As to
the Pope’s Supremacy, it is difputed whether it be by Divine

Right; or only by Ecclefiafiical Conftitution : — whether he has

only a2 Primazy of Order and Authority, as Patriarch of the
Weflern Churches; or fuch an abblute Supremacy as he claims
over the whole Chriftian World : Whether his Power be
greater, or lefs, than that of a general-Council : —~— Whether
an implicite Obédience be due to all his Balls and Decrees; or if
they are firft to be examin’d and approved by provincial Synods,
or Secular Judges, before they arc obligatory : — Whether he be
snfallible in his Decifions:—and among thofé who believe his
mfallibility, it is difpated whether it extends to Fafs, as well
as to Points of Faith:-—1In fine, it 1s debated whethey he bas 2
Power of abfolving Subjelts from their allegiance; and difpoling
of States and Kingdoms, under pretence of a Prinee’s falling
into Herefy, or Schifm. In all thefe Points the French Bithops,
and the Parliament of Paris, affert the Right of the King and
the Gallicar Church ; and fet fach great limirations to the Popes
Power, as effeCtually deltroy his Supremacy: for they declare him
to be not only fallible, but S«éje2 to Councils, and Ecclefiafti-

ca
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cal Canons. Concerning Councils again, it is difputed among Pa-
pifts, what makes a Council General: —by awhbam they ought to
be appainted ¢+ —-whether a Council :{/E{;‘; or the Pope, has the Power
of proroguing, adjourning, or diffolving i¢ : — whether his Con-
firmation of & Council be neceflary to make it valid; or if its De-
crees be obligatory without him. In different Councils, thefe
Points have been difterently determin’d. The Councils of Cona
flance and Bafi! for evereeftablifh’t the Supreme independant Power
of Councils over all Chriftians, even over the Pope himfelf; and {ub-
jefted contumacious Popes to condign Punithment. But after-
wards, the Pope’s Supremacy, and Superiority over Councils were
confirm’d in the fifth Council of Lateran; which feveral Councils
were all approved by Popes: So that their contradi€tory Decifions
equally Challenge the belief of every Papift. Among the Frenck,
and Others too, the Councils of Conflance and Bafil, are received as
General; and all thejr Doélrine reckon’d Sacred. While in Italy, -
the Decrees of the very faine Councils {about the Subjeffion of the
Pope to Their duthority) ave rejected as Heretical and Scandalous ;
tho' folemnly ratify'd by feveral Popes. Now amidft fuch Divi-
fons and diverlity of Opinions, and Decrees concerning the Sx-
preme Quthority in their Church, whofe judgment can Papifts fafely
follow ! And where is their Living Guide, the infallible Fudge to
be found, that is to determine theft Controverfys? Here apain a
new Scene of Contention opens, both about the Eatent, and the
deat of their fuppofed Infallibility, As to its Extent; Some con-
fine it to Matters of Faith: Others extend it to all Points of Wor-
Aip and Difeipline. Nor can they agree where to fix this boaft-
el Priviledge. Some afcribe it to the Pspe alone: Others to
2 General-Council: Others to the Pope and Council together.
~Yome place it in the avbele Church diffufed throughout the
World: And fome in an wwinterrupted Tradition of Do&rine,
from the Apoftolick Age, to the prefent. But this variety of
Opinions about the Infallibility of their Church, (which is the
very Pillar and Support of their Faith,) fhews plainly that they
know not where to find it; nor how to make it ferviceable.
% that if they really had this fingular Priviledge, it could be
of ro Ufe to them, for ending their Difputes: this fingle Con-
troverly about their Fudge and Guide, being itfelf the greateft
Dilpute of all; and fuch too as never can be determin’d. - The
moft prewailing Opinion among them is, that a Council confirm’d
h}{ the Pope is infallible. But this fhould oblige them to re-
ave the Council of Syrmium; which they rejett as hberetical,
tho’ it was confirm'd by Pope Liberius. Whence it follows that
even General Councils, tho’ confirm’d by the Pope, may err;
which deftroys the moft received Opinion ameng them concern-

' . Bz " ing
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ing their Church’s infallibikity. ‘The fame Conlequence fgl.
lows from the Decrees of the Councils of Conflance and Bafil;
which tho’ ratify’d by feveral Popes, were yet revers'd apg
contradicted by Pope Les, and the Council of Lateran,  So thyy
every Papift is bound in confcience, either to believe (il he can)
the coatradiztory Decifions of thefe Councils: Or, if Le adhere
to the Decre>s of the Lateran Council, he is anathematized i
a Heretick by thofe of Conflance and Bafl: And if he rejest
the Council of Lateran, he is Subje& to its Anathemas, and ey. |
«ommunicated by the Poge.  But which fide foever he chufes, if |
the received Doétrine of his Church be true, he certainly fall;
into Herely, by rejelting the Decrees of a Council confirm’d
by a Pope; and received as General, by their Church.  The on.
Iy Thing that a Papilt can he fure of in this Cafe, is, that Popes
alire cannot be infallible, becaule Some have been Hereticks con.
demn'd and excommunicated : — that Councils alone cannot be
infallible ; it being confefs’t on all Sides, that they have offer
crr’'d : ——nor can Councils confirm’d by Popes, be infallible; be.
caufe fuch Councils have condemn’d and contradifted one another.
Whence it follows that all the Romifh pretences to an mfallible
Tudge, and Guide in Controverfys are equally groundlefs; aud |
proved to be {o by inconteftable Facts. |

Now fecing there are fo many Difputes among Papifts, even |
about Pomnts that they muft reckon of the greatelt Moment, a- §
bout the Pope’s Supremacy ; about the very Rule of their Faith; |
and the Infallibility of their Church, which is the Foundation §
of it; belides many different determinations of their eminent |
Dottors concerning Points of Belief, as well as of Worfhip;— §
Will any confiderate Perfon chufe to renounce his-own Judgnent §
and Reafon in matters of Religion, to follow a Church fo di- §
vided and uncertain in every Thing ! —— Where he can have nodo- §
lid foundation for his Faith; nor any fure way of knowing what
her real Doftrine is. Perhaps he thinks her Jufallible. But 5 |
42 himfcif infallible in judging fo? Since he muft own that he
smay be miftaken in this principal Point of his Belief; he ougat §
at leaft to examine the Grounds of his Perfwafion ; and be able §
to give a better reafon for his believing his Church to be ix- &
fallible, than her own 4fersting it : otherways he believes the molt 3
incredible Thing in Nature, without any Reafon at all, Tl g
the Infallibility of the Romifb Church, #be rnoff incredible Thing
Nature ; becaule we have all the certainty of Demonflration; the
concurring Evidence of our Senfes; the plaineft Paffages of S~ ¥
ture; the Teftimonys of the Primitive Fathers, and all the Truth §
of Hiflerv: —1 fay we have all thefe Proofs, (which amount tothe R
sitmoft Evidence and Certainty that is poffible;) that thccfli'ﬁmv}’
- : wreh §
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Church has aflually err’d;—in the Doétrines of Tranfubflantia-
s the Adoration of the Hift, (or confecrated Water;) in her
Half-Communion; her Seven Sacraments; Purgatory; the Pope’s
Supremacy 5 in giving religions Worfhip to Saiuts, Images and Re-
licks s and even relative Divine Worfhip to the Crefs; in her
thamefu] Traffick of Judulgences; and her performing all her Of=
fiees in an unknown Tongue, &c. Had fhe err'd in ane Point only,
That would have been a fufficient Proof that fhe could not be f{uch
an infallible Guide as fhe pretends.  But fecing She has eftablifh’t
o many Errors, fuch grofs Corruptions, m Faith, Worfbip, and Dif-
ipline ; — after all this, to claim Infallibility, is (as Archbilhop
Tillotfon vightly fays of Tranfubftantiation ; it is indecd) facing
dewn Mankind by the mere dint of Impudence.

But tho' the Romith Infalfidility is as felf-cvident a Falfbood
os Tranfubflantiation itfelt: let us fuppofe {(what we are Sure is
impoffible to be true) that there were Infallibility in their Church ;
Still it could be of no advantage to her Members, either for fup-
porting their Faith; or dire@ling their Judgment in doubtful
Points; unlels every Prieff among them be fuppoled infallible
teo. For it is upon their Priefls” judgment alone that the Com-
mon-people muft rely: in Them they believe implicitely, as the
Guides of their Faith, and Direftors of their Confcience. And
fnce it cannot be deny’d, that They may as eafily miftake the
true Senfe of their Church’s Decrees, as the meaning of Scripe
ure; what preater Certainty than We, can either their People
or their Priefts, have, that they do not actvally err m interpret-
ing the Decifions of Popes and Councils. ‘They muft at laft re-
ly upon their-savn Judgment however weak; or be guided by
the Judgment of others as frail and fallible as themfelves, So
that all their Cavils and Sophiftry about the Obfcurity of Scrip-
ture; the danger of following our-ewwn Judgment ; (which they
reprefent as being only our Fancy, or Humour ;) the precarioufnefs
of our Belief; and the poflibility (at leaft) of Miftake and De-
ufion :— All thefe fpecious Cavils, 1 fay, may be retorted upon
themfelves, with great Advantage to our Caufe. Are the De-
aees of Councils more intelligible than the Scripture? Or Is
their meaning more determinate; and lefs apt to be miftaken !
Or will every Papift pretend to be infallible in explaining them ?
orin judging what Comncils (and awbich of their Canons,) are
to ‘be received; and which rejeffed? Their Church itfelf is di-
vided about thefe Things. There are Popes againft Popes ; and
Councils againft Councils: Counttary Explications of thenr awm-
biguous Decvees ; and no polfible way of ending their Differences.
For tho' She fets up for ap Infallible Judge of Controverfys, I

have fhewn that there are many important Debatcs among her

Members,
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Members, that She never awill, nor can, determine. Indeed the
Experience of 1400 Years, might have fufficiently convinced
the World that Difputes about Religion cannot be ended by 4.
thsritative Decifions. There were never more, or warmer Cop.
tentions in the Church, than happen’d in the Fourth and folloy.
ing Centurys; when frequent Councils produced new Creeds,
and Anathemas: and thefe Creeds occafion’d frefh Controverfys,
for more than 300 Years: till at length Mabometifm and Pope.
r7 by Degrees over-fpread a great part of the World., Asfor
the Council of Trent; any-one who will examine its Canong
may fee that they are jultly charged with amnbiguous Obfeuris,
as well as Error.  The Hiffory of that Council fully fhews that
its Canons were purpofely drawn up in fuch general Terms as
might equally pleafe the Contending Partys in the Synod. 3o
that the New Articles in Pope Prus’s Creed, (which were all
fettled at Trent,) occalton as many Difputes among Papilts, to
this day, as they did in the Council itfelf: — Where there was
no Unanimity or Concord; but intriguing Cabals, perpetuil
Contention, and differing Opinions upon every Point that came
before them. Now whether Papifts amidft their various Per-
plexitys, follow #beir-onun judgment, or their Prieff's; they ar
at leaft as liable to miffakes, as ave ean be, in judging of the
Senfe of Scripture. Nay they are more likely to err than we;
becaufe they judge only concerning Zuman Decifions: while we
learn the divine Doérine of Chriff and his Apoftles, as it is
deliver’d by Tbemfelves.  So that in the Scripture ave really have
that Infallible Dire@ion which they falfely pretend to; and we
carcfully endeavour to follow it: Whereas their Church keeps
the Scripture from them; and in many Points directly contia-
didts it; making the Commardment of God of no effed by ber Tra
ditions. Nor do we rely (as they pretend) upon the Autborily
or Tradition of their Church, for the Truth of the Scripture.
Canon; but upon a much furer Foundation ; — the uninterrupted
Teftimony and Confent of 2/ Chriftians, of the Eaflern Churches, -
as well as the Weflern; and of Jews and Heathens too in fome
meafure: but particularly vpon the Teftimony of the earlich
Ecclefiaftical Writers. So that we have better grounds for our
acknowledging the Bible to be the Word of God; and elpe-
cially for believing the feveral Books of the New-Teftament .
to have been written by the Apoftles and Evangelifts wholt |
Names they bear; I fay, we have a more rational Affurance o
this, than the Church of Roeme has; who depends chiefly upon
Oral Tradition, and Jer-cwn Authority, in oppofition to ﬂ!‘ﬂ
reft of the Catholick Church: even fo far, that in St, Jerons
time, She did not receive the Epiftle to the Hebrews intél the
anos
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Canon of Scripture: tho’, to fhew her Infailibility, She has fince
admitted it.

And as the Foundation of our Faith is much firmer, and the
Rule of our Belief mére plain and intelligible than that of Pa-
pifts; (as 1 bave {fhewn above;)} fo in the feveral Articles dif
putcd betwixt us, we have all the Advantage imaginable; not
only in Point of Reafon, which they will {carce deny; but as
to Scripture, and Aatiguity; to which they lay {fome Claim.
Reafon is 2 Principle that They (and Otkers too, who ought to
be wiler,) affe& to treat with great contempt ; — as a mere Jgnis
fatuus ; —no better than Pagan darknefs : — the Source of Here-
iy, and the great Caufe of Schiftns in the Church. Inveighing a-
painft Realon at this ranting rate, is what may well be expeét-
¢d from a Church that runs direétly counter to it in {o many
inftances. 'The Contradiftions and Abfurdities that flow from
Tranfubflantiation alone would fill 2 Volume. But however
Reafon may be decry’d by thofe whole Doctrine cannot bear its
Light, nor witbftand its Force; like #ifdom, 1t will always
be juflify’d of its Children; and fully avenged of its Ememys.
As for Seripture, it teaches none of the Popifh DoCrines: And
Some of them it exprefly condemns. Se that the Romifs Church
fnding no Support for them, there, lays the main Strels of
them upon Oral Tradition; pretending that they were all de-
livered at firft by the Apoflles. But it has been often proved
* by numerous Fadts and Teftimonys from the genuine Recorda
of Antiquity, (which all her Frauds amd Forgerys have not
been able to corrupt, or fupprefs;) that the Trest-Docirines
were either not known, or elie rejected, by the Primitive Church.
Nor ean fhe trace any of them further back than the Clofe of
the fourth Century. Some of them were not received till the
feventh 3 and others much later. So that during 300 years at
lealt, She can pretend only to fuch a fecret Tradition, as Mr.
Chillingrworth ingenioufly compares to flent Thunder. But is it
credible, or poffible, that half her new Creed (which confifta
chiefly of Articles that relate to religious Worlhip, and the
daly Pradtice of Chriftians,) fhould be received and Solemnly
obferved, throughout the Chriftian Church for feveral Centurys;
and yet that st Oze genvine Writer, in all that time, fhould
acquaint us that-fuch Points of Faith and Worfhip as the Romif?,
were then believed, or pradtifed? One would think, that This,
fany Thing, fhould be too hard even for a Papift to believe.

They who are unacquainted with the Artifices and Sophiftry

*Sce Dr. Whithy's Two Treatifes concerning Tradition, Quarto; and The

Council of Treut examin’d and difprov’d by Catholick Tradition. By Dr. Siill-
ngflests Quarto, 1680, c
¢
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of the Popith Miflionaries, may well wonder that they fhould
be able to feduce any Perfon from our Church, to theirs, under
the pretence of fecuring their Salvation more effettually in thejy
Church, than they can in ours; when the Contrary is moft ey;.
dent from the Short view 1 have given of the main Cuntrnverl‘y
between us; in which I have argued chiefly from fuch well
known Falls as meed no particular Proof. DBut in what doth
this greater Security of theirs confift? Is their Faith more Pri.
mitive ; — their Worfip purer ; =or their Morality {tricter thay
ours? In what is our Faith deficient? Is there any necelfary
Article that is not contain’d in the Niceme Creed; or at leaft
in the Holy Scriptures? On the other band, what abfurd No-
tions has the Romifp Church (by a ftrange Infatuation,) inferted
into her very Creed, and her Catechifm! She has not left her
Priefts any poffible way of proving the Truth of Chriflianity,
to Infidels. At leaft, the very fame Arguments that they muft
afe to eftablith the Truth of our Saviour's Miracles, or even his
real Incarnation, and Refurrefion, will ferve equally to confute
fome of her darling Dolrines. Is it n their Wor/bip, then, that
they find their greater fecurity? A few inftances will fhow the
contrary. e are certainly fafe in obeying the fecond Com.
mandment ; and zsf avor/Bipping any graven Imagey, nor the Like.
nefs of amy Thing in Heaven, or on Earth: but they are guilty of
erofs Idolatry, i adoring the Jmage of Chrifl upon the Crofs;
and in giving divine Worfbip to the LikeNEss (at leaft) of2
Wafer. They muft own that their Adoration of the Hyf is
Idolatry, if it be not the trwe and real/ Body of Chriff: And
that it is really and truly Bread, even after-Confecration, we
are as fure as we can be of any Thing whatever. He are Sule
in receiving the Communion in éoth Kinds; becaule we comply
with our Saviour’s exprefs Command; and the Pradtice of the
whole Catholick Church for 1000 years: While the Romijh
Church has impioufly aflumed to herfelf an Authority to alter,
and abropate his Divine Inftitution, by taking away the Cyp o
Bleffing from the People; and robbing them of what St Paul
* calls, the Communion of Chrift’s Bled. Tt muft be lafer o
worthip God only, according to his repeated Command m
Scripture ; and to be content with the Interceflion of that + One
Mediater whom he has appointed; than to have recourle by
Prayer to Angels and Saints; and to rely upon their Protection
avd Merit;: St. Paul having prophetically 1 caution’d us againle
being deceived into fuch a woluntary Humility as the Worfbippirg
of Angels, There can be no danger in owiiug that || in mary

‘rlrxis. 1 ulim i g } ol it 18, | Fans. iii. 2

y Things
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Things We all offend: and that at beft we * are but anprofitable

Servants; even awben we bave dine that which was our Duty #6
#p; but there 1s great Pride and Prefumption in pretending to
. true Merit; and even to Works of Supererogation. There can be
no danger in having our Common-Prayer in the vulgar Tongue,
- that All may join in it: But it is an inexcufable Folly in the
Romifp Church to perform all her publick Offices in a Lan-
guage unknown to the People: this being in effe® to exclude
them from juining in Publick-Worfbip. In this Point Iikeways
we have St. Paul’s + Authority on our Side; and his Arguments
too, which Papifts cqually difregard. And as our Faith and
Worlhip are more agreeable to Scripture, and the primitive Prac-
tice, than theirs: So, in our Church, all the Precepts of the
Gofpel are taught in the greateft Purity; and more ftrongly ins
forced and inculcated than in the Romifh. ' For, her Dottrine
concerning Probability, (to name no other,) tends too plainly to
encrvate the whole Moral Law: Seeing by that dangerous
Doftrine, Papifts, in order to avoid Sin, are not bound to chufe
the /afefft Way, in doubtful Cafes ; but may, contrary to rheir-
own judgment, (which in pratical Points is really their Con-
fiience,) tollow the Opinion of any reputable Divine among them s
tho’ they judge ¢ lefs likely to be true, than their-savn. . This
Tenet opens a door to Licentioufnefs: and gives 2 Santion to
all the loofe and fcandalous Muaxims of their Cafuifts. To fhew
what wicked ufe is made of this Liberty, Mr. Chillingnvortss
(whofe Veracity cannot be queftion’d,) tells us f, that ¢ he
“ knew a young Scholar in Doxay licenfed by a great Cafuilt
“ to fwear a Thing as upon his certain knowledge, whereof he
“ had yet no Knowledge, but only a grcat Prefumption ; becaufe
“ (forfooth) ¢ auas the Opinion of one Dolor, that be might do
“ " What indignation would Cicero, or any honeft Heathen
have fhewn againft fuch Maxims.as the Romifb Church both to-
lerates, and pradifes? But--it appears now, upon comparifon,
that in every Refpe we take a more effectual way to fecure Our
Silvation than Papifts. For, if it be fafer to follow the Rules of
Reafon and Prudence; than to contradiét them: and to rely on
our Senfes, when imploy'd upon their proper Objeéts; than to
ditruft them : —10 it be fafer, to belicve in Chrif, and to ad-
here to the infallible diretions of his Apafiles; than to be-
lieve in any Church or Prigfl; and fubmit implicitely to their
arbitrary Decifions : — If it be fafer, in matters of Pradtice, to
obey the plain Laws of God, and the gcnuine dictates of our-
own Confcience; than to hearken to the doubtful and improe

* Luke zvit. 10, + 100 xiv. $ Chap.vi. § 8.
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Eable Sungeltions of another Perfon:—If it be fafer to reft gy
hopes of future Happinels on what we mway affuredly know.
the Goodnefs and Mercy of God, through Chrf, and our bcing
cenicious of thoie pious Difpofitions, which he has declared to
be the Conditions of our Acceptance ; — than, with Papifhy, to
make People’s Salvation depend on what it is in no man's Power
to know, or fecure; namely, the various Zwalfications of a tre
Prieft, {(wnich prefuppole the certainty ot ten thoufaud impinbable
Contingencies ;) and his intenticn in adminiftring the Sacraments:
which none can be {ure of : —1In fine, if it be fafer to exped wl-
vation onty upon the Terins of the Golyel, a rational Faih, fin.
cere Repentance, and the vniform PraQice of ail #irtwe; than to
rely uron mere Attrition, join'd with a Prieft’s Adbflution ; Ex-
treme-Undion, Mafes tor the Dead, and a daily Circle of Super-
{titious Devotion to the Virgin Mary, &c.; Then, certainly, Ou
Religion is a muco fafér way to Salvation, than the Remip .

Let Papifts now take all the Comiort they can find in nur
Chzarity and Candour, in allowing it to be gaffible that they g
be faved.  And let their Priefts doubt of owr Salvation, if they
can; or even deny the Pofibility of it, it they will; in o:der to
terrify fuch weak Perfons as can be influenc'd by fuch vain
Threats. Ttzy themlelves Anow thefe Threats to be but oin
and flfe: And the more candid among them. frankly confis,
that fuch a feverc fentence againft us, is the Opimen only of
Szme Perfons in their Communion: While others make the
fame favourable allewance for our being inwiricibly ipporant of
Their’s being the true Catbolick Church, that we make for their
being ignorantly gwdey of Idolatry. Thus one of their-own
Authors * afirms, that “ he his feen an- approved Catecljum of
¢ theirs, where the. Queftion being rut, Fhar is to be theugit of
K thofe acky being invincitly diguirant of the true Church, ne 6
 merel cocd Life? itis anfvercd thus; e mufl not be firavard
¢ in éondezming ﬁ;{:?; but teave them to the Divine Merey; of
“ cobich they feem not alicgeidber unavorthy.”  Now this is the
very Anfiver trat we give to thofe who afk s what we think of
thole idolatrous Papifts, who err through Ignorance; and buwe
fcarce any means of knowiag their Duty, or their Danger! we
leave them. to the Mercy of God; and hoje, that i they f1e
a morzl good Life, their Ipnorance may at leaft exienuate their
Guiit. . But then as for thole among them, who alually ks
the Errors of their Church; and yet Pra&ife them: Or, who
by Living among Proteftants have frequent Cyportuni:ies of bes

* 4 By t-ardi e Prepoial for Catholick Communion, Chap. xit. &
a:rng Auwhenty of the Catholick Church, 1732 p. 35 & 40
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sng undeceived ; but avilfully declne Inftru®tion; Lwing Dark-
mﬁ rather than Light ; and through {trong Prejudice fhut their
Eyes againlt Conviltion: Since they thus wiliingly * give up
themlelves to flromg Delufion, even to belicve Lyes; the Golpel
gives us N0 Ground to hope for their Salvation. And, if (as
moft of their Writers have aflerted,) every Error in Faith, ob-
ftinately maintain’d, be q Herefy that deltroys al/ Faith; then
they arc in a moft defperate Condition indeed: feeing their
Church obttinately maintains more Errors of every kind, than
any ather Chuvch ever did.  So that we cannot but conclude,
that her M.mbers live and die in greater Dawger of Perdition,
than thofe of any Church on Karth. For her Errors are not
merely Speculative; but Praélical; {uch us corrupt the Minds
and Maoness of Men, (by promoting flavifh' Isnorance, Falfe-
hood, Cruelty, and all wickednels ;) and at the fame time, they
advance the Wealth, Dignity, and Dominion of Ecclefafticks s
the Trent-Dotrine being really a Svflem of gainful Delufions;
each of which plainly tends to gratity either their Pride and
Ambition, or their Avarice. By viewing Popery in this true
Point of Light, it will be ealy to account not only for its firft
Rile, but its fmal Eftablithment, in the degencrate Ages of Ig-
norance and Tyranny. As to our Cule, we do not need their
plea of invincible Ignorance to excule our Separation from the Ro-
aifp Church; tho' none ever had a better (faim to this Plea
than We. For, after the molt impartal Inqu'ry, We not only
do not know her to be the Catholick Church; but we are as fure
that She is not fo, as that a Part cannot be the Whele, It 1s
indced, through mere Courtefy, and a very impproper way of
fpeaking, that we allow the Church of Rome to be {o much as
a Part of the Catholi.£ Church; fecing her Corruptions tend to
fap the very Foundations of Chriftianity. And owr Church was
fo far from falling into Schifir, or Herefy, by feparating from
the Romifp Communion at the Reformation; that #bis was the
only way we had to return to the Communion of the trady Ca-
thilick Church ; particularly the Reformed, the Greek, and other
Churches in Eurgpe, Afia, and dfrica; who agree with Ours not
.only in all the effential Points of Faith and Worfhip; but in re-
jelting the qwarft of the Popifp Errors. -
~ The Candid Reader will, I hope, excufe this long Preface, for
the Seafonablencfs of it; and its neceflary conneftion with the
Defign of the Short Treatife to which it is prefixt, While 1
fhew'd the.Solid Foundation of our Religion; and how ground-
lefs the Church of Reme's Pretenfions ave to Unity of Faith, In-,

XiX

* See 2 Theffl 1. 3.—13.
C 2 fallibility,
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fallibility, and a Safer Way to Salvation; I have nccaﬁunally
thrown ip fuch Remarks as will furnith attentive Readers with 3
fufficient Anfwer not only to the common Fallacys of the Romif}
Miffionarys, but their more plaufible Objedticns.

The judicious Author of the Cbriffian IxnsTtiTUTES collefted al.
moft all the Texts I have ufed on this occafton, (but he ranged
them in a different manner, and with far lefs connection :) and
added many other that I have omitted, becaufe fome of them
occur in my Abridgment of the Sacred HisTtorY; and the reft
did not fall within the compafs of my Defign. But I have omit.
ted no Paflage of Scripture that can be thought neceflary to ex-

plain or inforce any important Point either of our Chriltian
Faith, or Praétice.

May Almighty Geod difpofe all Chriftians to a {incere love of
"Truth, Holinefs, and Peace: to promote which, I hope the fvl.
lowing View of #he avhole Faith and Duty of a Chrifiian, may bs
fomewhat Serviceable.

W. StevENson.
Colwal, February 1 3.
1734°5-

Lately Publif’d (by the farne AUTHOR)

I. HE Sacrep History Abridged: Containing, 1. The
Hiftory of the O/ Teffament. 2. The Life of our Blefld
Saviour. 3. The Actions of the Apofiles.

II. A CoxrerRENCE upon the MiracrLEs of our Bleffed Sa-
viouvr: Wherein all the Objeftions againft them, propofed in
Mr. Weelfion’s Six Difcourfes, and feveral other greater Difhicul-
ties, are fully flated and confider'd; and the Truth of the
Chriftiai Religion is evidently proved.

I, Zeal and Moderation reconcil’d: A SErRMON preach’d in the
Cathedral of Hereford, at the Triennial Vifitation of the Lord
Bithop of Hereford,

IV. Dialogues concerning ELoQUENCF i general; and par-
ticularly that kind which is fit for the Pulpit. By M. FeveLow,
iate Archbifhop of Cambray. With his Letter to the French A
.cademy, concerning Rbetoric, Poetry, Hiitory, and a Compari-
fon betwixt the Ancients and Moderns. Tranflated from the
French, and iluftrated with Notes and Quotations.
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CHAP L
Of the Holy Scriptures,
YEBRES OGN order to worfhip and ferve GOD

(&) as we ought, we muft believe that
NN He Is; and that He is a Reward- Heb. 11. 6.
| er of them that diligently feek
him : while He 1aketh Vengeance 2Thef. 1.8.
on them that obey him not, [ 4nd
¢ the true and certain Way to the

=KoWe Knowledge of God, and of our Du-
| """ ty, is to] fearch the Scriptures; for Johs s. 39.
 they are they which teftify of him, and thew us what is Mic. 6. 2.
| food, and what the Lord doth require of us: They fet Jer. 21. 8.
| before us the Way of Life, and the Way of Death: and Aas 6. z0.
| deach us what we muft do to be faved * from the Wrath * 1 Thef 1.
ocome; and ¢ to inherit Eternal Life. 0.
Al Scripture is given by Infpiration of GOD, and T **
s profitable for Do&trine, for Reproof, for Correétion, 2Tim.3.16.
| lor Inftru&ion in Righteoufne(s; that[ fuch as fincerely
tdeavour to pleafe God,] may be perfeét, and through- ¥ 17.
ly furnithed unto all good Works, ‘Whatfoever Things Rom. 15. 4.
Were written aforetime (by holy Men of GOD, who 2Pet. 1. 21,
Ineke as they were moved by the I;Ioly Ghoft,) were

\ written
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Rom. 15+ 4. written for our Learning; that we, through Patieye,
and Comfort of the Scriptures, might have Hope,

Rom.3.2-  Unto the Fews [ﬁ;:[}] were the Qracles of GOD
Neb. 9 13- committed: For he {pake with them from Heaven, apg

gave them right Judgments, and true Laws, good §i.]
tutes, and Commandments, by the Hand of Aaf b
Exol182e- Bpvant, who fhowed them the Way wherein [fh)
were 1] walk, and the Woik that they [awere 1] ¢ |
Yd 11,2 [And the fame] God who at fundry Times, and in di |
vers Maoners, {pake in the Times paft unto the Fathes |
by the Prophets, hath, in thefe latter Days, tpoken up.]
ch. 2.3+ to us by his Son: [And that] which at the firft begyy
to be fpoken by the Lord, was confirmed unto us by |
¥ 4  them that heard him: God alfo bearing them wimn:: {
both with Signs and Wonders, and with divers M ]
racles, and Gifis of the Holy Ghoft, according to his
own Will. ,
Tukers1, Now that we might know the Certainty of thof|
2 3. Things wherein they were inftrulted, [they save] [
forth in order, a Declasation of thele Things which]
were molt furcly believed among them, even as they§
were delivered by thofe, who from the Beginning were |
Eye-witiefles and Minifters of the Word; and had}
Ads 2. 20, pcrﬁ;& Uaderftanding of all Things: Who Kept bick :_
27 riothing that was profitable unto us; but declared un-§
Eph. 3. 5- 10 us 2ll the Counfel of God:—which in other Ags |
was pot made known unto the Sons of Men, as it 55§
now revealed vuro his holy Apoftles and Prophets by
the Spurit. -
fam. 1.21. 7€ oupht tierefore] fo receive with Meeknefs, (2nd
aas 17. 11 all Readinefs of Mind), the ingrafied Word, which is |
. 24 11. able to {ive our Souls: Believing all Things that are
written in the Law, and the Prophets: Tand more efpz-
2Tim.1.13. cially] holding falt that Form of found W ords, thaf
Jule3-  Faith which was once delivered fa the Saiurs, [tk
1Tim-6.21- Books of the New Teftament. But'that.we may not]er
1Cor. +- 6. concerning the Faith; [let us not] think of Men above
oTim.=.21, that which is written: but avoid foolifh and unlearncd
4. Queltions: and not ftrive about Words to no Profit;
Col 2.8 [left we be mifled ] by Philofophy, and vain Deceit, af:
er the Traditicn of den, and not after Chrilt.

2Pet. 3.16.  Tho'in the Epiltles of St. Paul, and in the othet
. SCripturs

Yy T4
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Seriptures alfo, there are fome Things hard to be un-
deftoud; [we maft be] unlearned, and unftable [or
i,f.’/f}“-g; e, if we) wrelt thele to our own Deftru&tion:
[Fur the holy Writers have generally] ufed great Plain-
nefs of Speech, {and never] handled the Word of 2Cor. 3. 12,
cOD deceitfully : So that whoever will do his Will, ch. 4 12
may know of their Doltrine whether it be of GOD,  Jobn 7. 17.

(A4l that is] needful [ for us to know] of the com- Judes.
mox Salvation [is /o plainly fet forth to us], that he may Hab. 2. 2.
s that readeth,  * But if the Golpel be hid, it 1s hid *2Cor. 4.3,
o them that are loft; in whon: the god of this World -4
hath blinded the Minds of them which believe not, left
the Light of the glorious Gofpel of Chrift, thould thine
anto them ;= Who profefling themfelves to be wife, Rom. 1. 22,
| are become Fools; that would not be perfuaded [of Lekers. 31
the Truth of Religion,} though one rofe from the Dead,
(10 affure them of it.]

The Scriptares [then being plain and eafy, fo far as
i neceffary} to make us wife unto Salvation, through 2Tim.3.15
| Fuith which is in Chrift JESUS; [lef us not] corrupe EE?"*L:";?-
| the Word of GOD, nor pervert the Gofpel of Chrift 4 +27Tim. 4.3.
alter our own Lufts, [which make us unwiiling to] en-
| dure found Dodtrine. [ But having suce] confented to 1Tim. 6. 3,
wholefome ‘Words, even the Words of our Lord JE-
} SUS Ghrift, and to the Dollrine which is according to 2Tim. 3.4,
} Godlinefs ; [we ought 0] continue in the Things we
| have learned, and been affured of, [without regarding Tit 1. 11.
what is faid by fuch as] teach Things that they ouaht
| not, 'for filthy Lucre’s f2ke; and make the Word of Mark 5. 13,
| GOD of none effet through their Tradition ; teaching ¥ 7.
for Doftrines the Commandments of Men, that wrn T 1. 14,
| from the Truth. |
_ Having therefore received of [the Apaftles,] by the 1Thef 4. 1.
| Lord JESUS, how we ought to walk, and to pleafe
1 GOD, let us receive that which we have heard of them, ¢h. 2. 13.
| notas the Word of Men, but as (it is in Truth) the
Word of GOD, which effe@ually worketh in them that
| believe: by which aifo we are faved, if we obey from 1t Cor.15. 2.
 the Heart, that Form of Do@rine which is delivered Rom.s. 17.
| ©usin [the Holy Scritures] the Word of GOD, 1Pet. 1. 23.
§  which liveth and abideth for ever. ‘
iany Man, or even an Angel from Heaven, preach Gal 1. 8, o.

any



4 The whoie FAT1TH and Dury

any other Gofpel unto us than that which the Apoftieg
have preached [and written], let him be accurfy !
Dan. 10.21. [ Hherefore let us obféerve] that which is noted i thgf
Deat.11.18, Scripture of Truth, and lay up the Words of this Bog;
19- in our Heart, and in our Soul: [that we may] teah
them our Children, '{peaking of them when we i iy
our Houfes, and when we walk by the Way, whep v
lie down, and when we rife up.

Lokero-25.  [70 know] what we fhall do to inherit Eternal Lif,
1fa. 34 16. [we muff mark] what is written in the Law, [and}y
the Gofpel.] Seek ye out of the Book of the Lord, and
Deut.17.19- read therein all the Days of your Life, that ye may lear
to fear the Lord your God, and to keep all the Worjs
of this Law, and thefe Statutes to do them: And th
2Pet 3. 2. ye may be mindful of the Words which were fpoken
| before by the holy Prophets, and of the Command.

ments of us the Apoftles of the Lord and Saviour,

CHAP. IL
Cenzerning the Nature.and Attributes of GOD,

Rem. 1. 19. "F*HAT which may be known of GOD is manifelt:
PL 19 1. for the Heavens declare the Glory of GOD; and
Rom. 1. 20. the Firmament theweth his handy Work. So that they
are withouot Excufe [who do not] by the Things that are

made, [clearly perceive and] underftand his etemal

Ads 17. 27, Power and Godhead : For he is not far from every one
25 of us; fince in Him we live, move, and have our Being,

§ I. GOD is the Creator of all Things.

Col 1.16.  BY Him, [and for him,] were all Things created that
are in Heaven, or in Earth; vifible and invifible. He
If45.7. formed the Light and created Darknefs, By his Sgirit
Job 25. 13. he garnithed the Heavens; giving the Sun for a Light
Jer.3n. 15 by Day; the Moon, and the Stars, for a Light by
Pro. 3.19- Night. He founded the Earth, and hung it upecn no-
Job36.7. thing. He fhut up the Sea with Doors, and faid, Hr-
¢h. 38. 8. therto (halt thou come, but no farther;. and here fhal
thy proud Waves be {taid.

Heb. 11,3 Throvgh Faith, we underftand, that the Worlc}_s werr;
ramel
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tamed by the Word of GOD. He fpake, and they £ 148. 5.
were made: He commanded, and they were created.
He formed the Spirit of Man: and created us for his Zech. 12. 13

Glory: * for of him, and through him, and to him, f,ﬁﬁ;_z*m

are all things. 16,

§ I, He is the Preferver of all things.

HE upholdeth all things by the Word of his Power ; Ticb. 1. 3.

and they continue this Day according to his Ordinan- Pl 119. 90,
s, He hath eftablifhed the Heavens, and the Earth, P?{:{,_ 3. 10,
and they abide. And, while the Earth remaineth, Seed-

ime, and Harveft, and Cold, and Heat, and Summer, Gen. 8. 224
and Winter, and Day, and Night fhall not ceafe.

My Defence is of GOD ; * who holdeth our Soul in ffijl'«j-;ﬁﬂ-
Life; and + will be our Guide unto Death. § With DL 48 15:.
thee, O Lord, is the Fountain of Life: thou prefervefl § ;6. ¢, 6.
Man and Beaft. Thy Vifitation preferveth my Spirit: Job 10. 12,
[ will both lay me down in Peace, and fleep; for thou, rr 4 s

Lord, only makeft me dwell in Safety.
(1L, Heis the Supreme Lord, and Difpofer of all things.

THE moft High GOD is the Pofleflor of Heaven Gen.14. 22.
and Earth 5 the World is His, and the Fulnefls thereof. Pf so. 12.
The Sun and the Moon, and the Stars, even all the Hoft Deut. 4. 1.
of Heaven, the Lord hath divided unto all Nations: for Heb. 12. 23.
he is the Judge of alls and whatfoever he pleafeth, thae € 135. 6.
doth he in Heaven, and in Earth, in the Seas, and in
dll deep Places.

GOD thundereth marvelloufly with his Voice; he Job37.5,3.
direlteth the Sound of it under the whole Heaven ; and
his Lightning unto the End of the Earth. He turneth
the Shadow of Death unto the Morning ; and maketh Am. 5. 8.
he Day dark with Night. ~ Fire and Hail, Snow and Pf 148 8.
Vapour, Wind and Storm fulfil his Word: He turneth Job 37. 12,
them round about by his Counfels, that they may do *3
Whatever he commandeth them upon the Face of the
Earth; whether for Correltion, or Mercy.

He caufeth the Vapour to afcend : He maketh Light- jer, 10, 13,
nings with Rain; and bringeth forth the Wind out
of his Trealures., He faith to the Snow, Be thou unon Job 17. 6.
the Earth : “He calleth for the Waters of the Sea, and )

1) poureth
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T1.65.9,10. poureth them ont upon the Face of the Earth. He v,
fiteth the Earth, and blefleth the {pringing thereof, [,
Ti 104. 30- reneweth the Face of the Earth; and crowneth the
Pl 65. 11, Year with his Goodnefs: fo that the Paftures gr
I3 cloathed with Flocks; and the Valleys are covered o.
ver with Corn. '
jam. r.1x.  From GOD cometh every good and perfe® Gifi,
Du. 2. 21. He giveth Wildom to the Wife; and Knowledge 1o
15am. ». 7. them that have Underftanding. He maketh poor, and
If 33. 22. maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up Hej;
Pr. 46.9. our Judge, our Lawgiver, our King. He maketh Ways
* P 56.1c. to ceafe, and ¥ reftraineth the Wrath of Man. |
Eccl g 11. LThe Race is not always to the Swift, nor the Batile
to the Strong: neither yet Bread to the Wile, no
Job 12. 9. Riches to Men of Underftanding. For who knoweth
not in all thefle, that the Hand of the Lord hatk
wrought this?
Mzt. 6.26.  He feedeth the Fowls of the Air; and not a Spar.
ch. 1c. 29. row falleih to the Ground without him : neither is there
Am. 3. 6. any Evil [or Affliction] in the World, and the Lord
Jam. 1. 13. hath not doneit. Yet let mo Man, when he is tempted,
Dan. 5.23. fay, I am tempted of GOD; in whole Hand our
if6.3.  Breath is; and whofe are all our Ways, For the whole
PL 104 24- Earth is full of his Glory and Riches.
Tf107. 23, ‘They that go down to the Sea in Ships; thefe lec
-3 the Works of the Lord, and his Wonders in the Deep.
Pt 66.7.  He ruleth by his Power for ever; and worketh all
Eph. 1. 11. things after the Couonfel of his own Will. 'Whe hath
Job 36. 22, given him a Charge over the Earth? or who hath dil-
-23- pofed the whole World? who teacheth like him? or
Dan. 6. 27. who hath enjoined him his Way? He worketh Signs
Dan. 4. 3. and Wonders in Heaven, and in Earth: How great
ar¢ his Signs! and how mighty are his Wonders!

§ IV. Of the Perfetion of GOD.

Mzt 5.48.  OUR Father in Heaven is perfet. * Honour and
*PLg6. 6. Majelty are before him : Strength and Beauty arc in his
L 145. 12. Sanétuary.  [Who can] make known to the Sons of
Ex. 15 7. Men, the glorious Majeflty of his Kingdom ; and the
Dat 32. 4- Greatnefs of his Excellency. His Work is perfed,

-i-la r11-3- + honourable, and glorious. § Thine, O Lord, is the
t1Ch.2g.11. Greawels,
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Greatnefs, and the Power, and the Glory, and the

viory, and the Majefty, The Heaven is thy Throne; i€ 66. 1.
and the Earth, thy Footftool. Thy Name is ekcel- P 148. 13.
lent; and thy Glory is above the Earth, and the

Heaven: for thou art cloathed with Majefty and Ho- Pf 104. 1.
nour. Blefled be thy glorious Name, O Lord, which Neh 9. 5.

s exalted above all Blefling and Praife, .

§ V. He 15 incomparably Greater than all Beings.

THE Ll’}l‘d our GOD 1s GOD of GOdS, and Deut.10.17.
Lord of Lords. Tt is He that fitteth upon the Circle of If: 40. 22.
the Earth ; and the Inhabitants thereof are as nothing Den. 4. 35.
pefore him. He is GOD in Heaven above, and up- Deat. 4 3.
on the Earth beneath: there is none ellfe. Tho’ there 1Cor.8.5,6.
he fome that are called Gods, whether in Heaven, or in
Farth: yet to us there is but One GOD, the Father:
of whom are all things, and we in him.

All the Gods of the People are Idols, which by Na- IC?'IG' 26.
tore are no Gods. * They cannot do Evil; neither is *G;a[er“lf .
itin them to do Good. For we know that an Ido! is 1Cor. 8. 4
jothing ; and that a graven Image is profitable for no- If 44 10.
hing, + To whom ther fhall we liken GOD? or $ch. 40.18,
what Likenefs fhall we compare unto Him ? or to whom 25
hall he be equal? Forafmuch as we are the Offspring Acs17. 29,
of GOD, we ought not to think that the Godhead is
like unto Gold, or Silver, or Stone graven by Art, and
Man’s Device,

Who in Heaven can be compared unto the Lord? Pf. 89. 6.
Who is fo great a GOD as our GOD? Who is like Pf 77- 13.
mto thee, O Lord, glorious in Holinefs; fearful in Ex 1511
Praifes ; doing Wonderst There is no God like thee 1Kings8.23.

n Heaven above, or on Earth beneath.

§ VI. He is an Etérnal, Unchangeable Spirit,

GOD is a Spirit, * Eternal, Immortal, Invifible: Job. 4. 24
i whom no Man hath feen, nor can fee: 1 neither hath ;Ic{"“j'li‘ﬁ?'
@ty Man heard bis Voice at any time, or feen his Shape. § yop. 5. 37.
| From everlalting to everlafting he is GOD; * Who || Pr. go. 2.

only hath Immortality. + His Days are not as the Days ;I};i;“l'g:‘i

of Man: For one Day is with the Lord as a thoufand , e, 5. 5.

frars; and a thoufind Years, as one Day. He is the Ikb. 13. 5.
D 2 fame



Rem. 1.23. fame Yefterday, to-day, and for ever: the incorrup.

*Jam.1.15. tible GOD; * with whom is no Variablenefs, ncither
Shadow of turning.

Mal.3.5,6.  Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, T am the Lord, |

g The whole Fai1TH atd Dvry }
|

Ex3.4,75- change not. T am that T am: This is my Name fy
ever; and this is my Memorial unto all Generations

1Cor. 12. 6. T'here are indeed Diverfity of Operations; but it is the
Pf33.11. {ame GOD, which worketh all in all : Whofe Counfi
{tandeth for ever; and the Thoughts of his Heart to

all Generations.

§ VIl. Prefent every where.

Jer.22.23, AM I a GOD at hand, f{aith the Lord, and not3
=i GOD afar off? Can any one hide himfelf in fecret
Places, that I fhall not fee him? Do not I fill Heaven
1Kingse.27. and Earth, faith the Lord? The Heaven of Heavens
Pf.139.7,2, cannot contain thee, O GOD! Whither then fhall |
%12 go from thy Spirit, O Lord? or whither fhall T flec
tfrom thy Prefence? If I afcend up into Heaven, thou
art there: If I take the Wings of the Morning, and
dweill in the uttermoft Parts of the Sea: even there

thall thy Hand lead me, and thy Right-hand {nall hold
Eph. 1. 23. me: For thou filleft all in all ! '

§ VILI. The Happinefs of GOD. |

1Tim. 1.4. HE is the bleffed [or sappy] GOD : * in whofe Pre.
PL1& 11 Ghce is Fulnefs of Joy; and at his Right-hand there
Job 22.2,3. are Pleafures for evermore, Can a Man be profitable
unto GOD? or is it a Gain to him that thou makel !
ch.35.8,6,7- thy Way perfe€t? Thy Wickednefs may hurt a Man i3
thou art: and thy Righteoufnefs may profit the Son of
Man : But if thou finneft, and thy Tran{greflions be
multiplied, what Harm doft thou unto hir:? and if
thou be righteous, what giveft thou him ? or what rc-
ceiveth he of thy Hand? Thy Goodnefs extendeth not

unto him: [whoe is for ever happy in himfelf.]

§ IX. His Knowledge.

II:}L;' 5+ GOD is Light, and in him 1s no Darknefs at all. He
o0 ¥ s perfet in Knowledge; * His Underftanding 15 -
Pf: 1.:.“;- 5. 3 g

finite,
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fnite. Known unto GOD are all his Works from the Ags ;. 18.
peginning of the World: His Eyes are in every Place, Pro. 15. 3.

keholding the evil and the good. He feeth in fecret: Mat. 6. 18.
and * the Darknefs hideth not from him. *Pi139.12.

Behold, faith the Lord, the former things are come If. 42. 0.
to pafs ; and new things do I declare : before they {pring
forth, 1tell you of them. [And of Idsols he faith,] Let ch. 41. a2,
them thew us what fhall bappen : let them fhew the for- 23
mer things what they be: or declare to us the things
that ate to come hereafter ; that we may know that they
are Gods : but there is nene that fheweth, there ¥s none 1t 41. 26.
that declareth, there is none that heareth their Words.

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? and fay Pf 10. 13.
i his Heart, how doth GOD Kknow? ¢ Is there Pf 73 11
“ Knowledge in the Moft High ? Can he judge through Job 22. 13.
“ the dark Cloud ? The Lord fhall not fee: neither f o4. 7.
“ fhall GO D regard vs.” Shall the thing framed, fay 1f 29. 16.
of him that framed it, He hath no Underftanding? He
thet formed the Eye, thall he not fee ? He that planted Pl o4, te.
the Ear, fhall not he hear? He that teacheth Man
Knowledge, fhall not he know?

GO D hath not Eyes of Flefh : # He feeth not 2s Man Jfgn:n”'lg'_,
feth: For Man looketh on the outward Appearance; .
but the Lord looketh on the Heart; and underftandeth ¢ 130. 2.
our Thoughts afar off: + Neither is there any Creature 4 Heb. 4.13.
that is not manifeft in his Sight ; but all things are naked
and open unto the Eyes of him with whom we have to
do: So that there is no Darknefs or Shadow of Death, yob 34. 22.
where the Workers of Iniquity may hide themfelves.

[Why then do they] fay, GOD hath forgotten; he pg 1o. 11.
hideth his Face, and will never {ee it? For {urely, the |
Lord beholdeth Mifchief and Spite, to requite it. He ¥ 14
knoweth the manifeflt Tranfgreflions [of the wicked,] Am. 5. 12.
and their mighty Sins: he will never forget any of their ¢, g, g,
Works ; for by him are Aétions weighed ; and a Book ;sum. 2. 3

of Remembrance is written before him, who knoweth 1Joh. 3. 2c.
all things.

9 X. His \Wifdom,

THE Lord by Wifdom hath fonnded the Earth ; by Pre.
Underftanding hath he eftablithed the Heavens. By his 2e.
Knowledge

. L9y

L+l
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Knowledge the Depths are broken up: and the Gloyg
Rom.11.32. erp down the Dew. Who hath known the Mind of
the Lord ? or who hath been his Counfellor?

Job 28.12, Where fhall Wifdom be found? and where is th
13- place of Underftanding ? The Depth faith, It is not i
37 15. me: and the Sea faith, [tis not in me, It cannot be
gotten for Gold ; neither fhall Silver be weighed for the
¥ 0. Price thereof. Whence then cometh Wifdom, fince it
v z3- is hil from the Eyes of all Living? GOD unde.
ftandeih the way thereofs and he knoweth the plag
thereof. |
Job 9. 4. He is wife in Heart, and mighty in Wifdom; wop.
];-:h; 336_! 5- derful in Counfel, and excellent in Working. There
P a1 ve, 15 10 Wifdom, nor Underftanding, nor Counfe! againf
* Job 5. 13. the Lord. ¥ He taketh the Wife in their own Crafti
nels; and maketh their Knowledge foolith,  For the
1Cor- 3. 19- Wildom of this World is Foolithnefs with GOD : [xh
ch.1- 27, 2¢0. ﬁmc?ffmf.f_] choofeth the foolith things of this World
to confound the Wife; that no Flefh fhould gloryin
1Tim-1.17. the Prefence of the only Wife GOD.
Pl 1og. 25, O Lord, how manifold are thy Works! in Wifdon
haft thou made them all!

§ XI. His Power.

Rev.19.6.  'THE Lord GOD omnipotent reigneth. * The Al:
l?é?l'r 17 ;' mighty hath + Power to help, and to caft down; to
Tem. 4*1-: {ave, and to deftroy. He is able to do exceeding abun-
i Epb-3.20. dantly above § all that we afk, or think ; and even to
Phil 3. 21. fubdue all things to himfelf.

“If 40.28. * Haft thou not known ; haft thou not heard, that the
everlafting GOD, the Creator of the Ends of the

Job g- 12.  Earth, fainteth not, neither is weary ? Behold he taketh
away : who can hinder him ? Who will fay uuto him,

ch- 34. 29 What doft thou? When he giveth Quietnefs, who then

can make Trouble? And when he hideth his Face, who

then can behold him? Whether it be done againft 2

FL 76- 7. Nation, or againft a Man only ? Who may ftand in his

Sight, when once he is angry? In his hand is Power

aChro-206. and Might: o that none is able to withftand him:
Deut-32.30. nerther is there any that can deliver out of his Hand..

o5 5 4 The Lord is mighty in Strength, and excelllfnt in

QWer,
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power, W ho is like unto him? Are there any among Jer. 14 22,
qe Vanities of the Gentiles that can caufe Rain? or
an the Heaven [of 1tfelf ] give Showers? Art not thou
e, O Lord, our GOD, who haft made all thefe

tbings ¢

Tghere is nothing too hard for the Lord: For he Jer 42.17.
an do every thing. * He is mighty to fave: and [0 42
t thofe that walk in Pride, He is able to abale. ,TD;H_:;;‘

Why then doth thy Heart carry thee away, that thou job 15. 12,
wrneft thy Spirit againft GOD? Can thine Heart en- ek
dure, or can thy Hands be ftrang in the Days that He *“2%'4

hall deal with thee ? Haft thou an Arm like GOD? or Job 40. 0.
anft thou thunder with a Voice like him? Deck thy- yio,11,12.

flf now with Majefty ; and array thyfelf with Glory
‘and Beauty, Caft abroad the Rage of thy Wrath : Be-
hold every one that is proud, and bring him low: and
read down the Wicked in their place: Then will 1
ilfo confefs unto thee, that thine own Right-hand can ¥ 14
fave thee.

But the things which are impoflible with Men, are Luke:8.27.
pofible with GO D who giveth Strength and Power Pf 68. 35.
uio his People: [ fo that in all Trials] his Grace is 2Cor 12. 9.
fufficient for them ; for * he giveth Power to the fiint; *1fa. 40. 29.

and to them that have no Might he increafeth Strength.

§ XII. His Goodnefs.

THE TLord is good and doth good: * his tender [, foo:
Mercies are over all his Works. MNay 4 there is none ﬂ{;:f;:]g:
good but Ones; that is, GOD, i the Father of Mer- # 2Cor. 1. 3.
tes, and the GOD of all Comfort.

Every good and perfet Gift is from above, and Jam. 1. 17.
wmeth down from the Father of Lights: So that the PC 33.5.
farth 1s foll of the Goodnefs. of the Lord, who giveth rTim.6.1;:

‘Bsrichly all things to enjoy.

Is he the GOD of the Fews only? Is he not alfo of Rom. 3. 9.
he Gentiles : Yes, of the Centiles alfo. For he is good PL 145. 0.
oall, * He is a Father of the Fatherlefs, and a Judge * Pf 62. 5.
of the Widows. 1 He delivereth the Poor and Needy; 4 Pf72. 12,
nd him that hath no Helper. Heis a Strength to him 1t 25. 4.
in his Diftrefs ; a Refuge from the Storm, a Shadow
from the Heat,

GOD
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GOD is Love: his Goodnefs endureth continually
and herein is his Love perfefted, that he fpared not his
Son, but delivered him up*for wvs all; [ for ke would)
have all Men to be {aved, and 10 come to the Know.
ledge of the Truth. :

He withdraweth not his Eyes from the

To the Righteous, but preventeth then: with the
Rigitesus.  Bleflings of Goodnefs. And no good thing

will he with-hold from them that walk up.
rightly, If they obey and ferve him, they fhall fpend
their Days in Profperity, and their Years in Pleafure:
For their Soul fhall be at eafe. The Lord taketh plea.
fure in them that fear him: and {uch as are upright in

Pro. 11. 20. their way are his Delight.

PL31.19,20.

Job 5. zc.

Ff. 10c. 3.

EzcK. 33011,

Ff. §6. 15.
Jod 2. 13.
2 Pet. 3- e
Rom. ¢. z2.

Pf 103- 10
Yam. 3. 33,

Prot. 2. 16.

O how great is thy Goodnefs, [O Lord] which thon
haft laid up for them that fear thee ? Thou fhalt hide
them from the Pride of Man : thou thalt keep them from
the Strife of Tongues. In Famine thou fhalt redeem
them from Decath; and in War from the Power of the
Sword, '

'The Mercy of the Lord is everlafting: he
75 the  hath no pleafure in the Death of the Wick-
Wicked, ed; bur that he turn from his way, and
live., The Lord is long-fuffering, full of
Compalflion; flow to Anger: not willing that any
fhould perith ; but that all fhould come to Repentance,
Therefore he.endureth with much Long-fuffering the
Vellels of Wrath fitted to Deftrudtion.

He hath not dealt with us after our Sins ; hor reward-
cd us according to our Iniquities: For he doth not af-
flict willingly : nor grieve the Children of Men; (but
only ) that he may humble vs, and preve us, to do us

. good at our latter End.

Mic. 7. 18,

* La. 557

. 5. 18

Fi. 36. 5.

Becaufe GOD delighteth in Mercy, * let the Wick-
ed forfake his Way, and the unrighteons Man his
Thooghts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he

will bave Mercy upon him; and to our GOD, for he
will abundantly pardon.

Whe is a GOD like unto thee, O Lord, that par-

doneth Iniquity, and pafleth by tranfgreflion? Thov,
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive.

§ KL
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§ XII. His Fuflice.

RIGHTEOUS is the Lord, and upright are his P r1g.137.
Jodgments: For the Work of a Man (hall he render Job 34. 11.
unto him; and caule every Man to find according to
his Ways: So that whatever good any Man doth, the gph. 6. s.
fame fhall he receive of the Lord : but he that doth
wrong, (hall recetve for the Wrong that he hath done: Col. 3. 25.
for we arc fure that the Judgment of GOD is accor- Rom. 2. 2
ding to Truth.  Hhen he cometh to judge the Earth, pf ¢s. 0.
with Righteoufnefs fhall he jrdge the World, and the
People with Equity.,

He will render to every Man according to his Deeds; Rom. 2. &,
and according to their Deferts will he judge them: So Ezek.7.27.
that Men (hall fay, Verily, there is a Reward for the Pf. 8. 11.
Righteous: verily he is a GOD that judgeth in the
Earth.

Though there be ofter one Event to the Righiteous, Ecel. . 2.
and to the Wicked : tho’ the Tabernacles of Robbers Job. 12. 6,
profper; and they that provoke GO D are fecure: Be- Mal. 4. 1.
hold, the Day conieth, when * ye Thall difcern between *ch. 3. 18,
the Righteous and the Wicked ; between him that fer-
veth GO D, and him that ferveth himnot. For GOD
hath appointed a Day, in which he will judge the Adsiz. ;7.
World in Righteoulnelss [and then though) it thall be Mat. 10.15.
more tolerable in that Day for fome than for [others, ch. 23. 14
who] fhall receive greater Damnation ; yet he will not Nah. 1. 3.
at all acquit the Wicked ; he will by no means clear Ex. 34. 7.
the Guilty.

Our GOD is a confuming Fire, even a jealous GOD : Deut. 4. 2.
His Power and his Wrath is againft all them that for- Eza 8. 22.
fake him. “Wherefore then do the Wicked contemn Pf. 0. 13.
GOD? and fay in their Heart, The Lord will not re-
qatre it ? He knoweth vain Men. He {ceth Wickednefs Job 11. 11.
alfo+ will he not then confider it? Though Hand join Irov.11.2r1,
in Hand, the Wicked {hall not be unpunithed.

What fhall we fay then ! Is GO D uarighteous that Rom.3.5.6.
taketh vengeance? GO D forbid : for then how thall he
judge the World? Surely, COD will not do wickedly, job 34. 12
neither will the Almighty pervert Judgment. The Soul Fzek.r8. 2c.
that finneth, it thall die : the Son thall not bear the Ini-

L, ©quity
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quity of the Father: neither thall the Father bear t),
Iniguity of the Son. The Righteoufuefs of the Righ.
teous thall be upon him; and the Wickednefs of the
Wicked fhall be upon him.

Shall not'the Judge of all the Earth do right? IT.
accepteth not the Perfons of Princes ; nor repardeth the
Rich more than the Poor: for they are all the Work of
his Hands. Therefore if thou {eeft the Oppreflicn of
the Poor, and violent perverting of Judgment and Ju.
ftice in a Nation; marve] not at the Matter : For he thy
1s Higher than the higheft, regardeth: and there e
higher than they.

Is not my Way equal, fuith the Lord? Are not your
Ways unequal ? Shall mortal Man be more juft thap
GOD? Thy Righteoufnefs, O Lord, is an everlafting
Righteoufnefs; and thy Law is the Truth,

§ XIV. His Truth and Faithfulnefs.

He 1s the GOD of Truth: # His Words are true:

. .. T and his Counfels are Faithfulnefs and Truth. i Hex-
.ven and Earth fhall pafs away: but his Words {hall

not pafs away : neither {hall there fail one Word of all

-5- his good Promifes. For he is the faithful GOD, which

keepeth Govenant and Mercy with them that love him,
and keep his Comandments.,

G OD is not flack concerning his Promifes, as fome

. Men count Slacknefs. He is faithful who hath promi-

;.58 fed ; therefore our Labour (hall not be in vain in the

rii119 160,

TR § A2

PL1s9. 2.
6.

-
i:t.,; I}—- ;l'

. Lord. 1f we believe not, vet he abideth faithful: he
. cannot deny himfelf: For all his Promifes are Yea, and
. Amen. * GOD is not a Man, that he (hould lye ; nei-

ther the Son of Man, that he fhould repent. Hath e
{aid, aud fhail he not do it? or hath he fpoken, and

. {hall he not make it good ? I have fpoken it, faith the

Lord; I will alfo bring it to pafs. I have purpoled it;
I will alfo do it.

Thy Word, O Lord, is true from the Beginning:
and thy Truth endureth for ever. For ever, O Lord,
thy Word is fettled in Heaven : Thy Faithfulnefs is un-
to all Generations. Juft and true are thy Ways, thou
King of Sainis.

§ ¥V
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§ XV. His Holinefs.

THE Lord is righteous in all his Ways; and holy Pf 45, 19,
in all his Works: Holy and reverend is his Name. PC 111. 6.
GOD is pure : * and his Commandments are holy, juft, ‘}Eﬂ‘; 3 3
and good. 1 Far be it from him, that he fhould do + Job 1:::
Wickednefs, or commit Iniquity, He cannot be temapt- Jam. 1. 13.
ed with Evil; neither tempteth he any Man: for he is
of purer Eyes than to behold Evil; and cannot look on Hab. 1. 13.
Iniquity [without Abborrence.)

[IVhy then] {ay ye, that every one who doth Evil, is Mal 2. 17.
good in the Sight of the Lord; and that he delighteth
in them? He 1s not a GOD that bath pleafure in Wick- Pf 5. 4, 5.
ednefs; neither fhall Evil dwell with him : The Foolifh.
fhall not ftand in his Sight : for he hateth all the Work-
ers of Iniquity ; and will fay to them, [af the laft Day,]

Depart from me; I know you not. Luke13. 27.

The nighteons Lord loveth Righteoufnefs; and ta- ggﬂ-%
heth pleafure in them that fear him. But the Ways of 5 *7" " -
the Wicked, * their Thoughts, and + their Prayers, are * y 2.
an Abomination to the Lord, { For whai Fellow(hip Tch- 28. 9.
hath Righteoufnefs with Unrighteoufnefs? What Com- tfi‘"’*ﬁ-ld:
munion hath Light with Darknefs ? And what Concord
hath Chrift with Belial; [or with wicked Men] the Sons 15am. 2. 12.

of Belial? GOD is angry with the Wicked every Day. P 7. 1»
~ Who is like unto thee, O Lord, glorious in Holinefs ? Exod.15.11.

Thou only, O Lord, art Holy. Rev. 15 40

§ XVI. He is Incomprehenfible.

CGAN we by fearching find out GOD? can we find Job.11. 7,
out the Almighty to Perfeftion ? Such Knowledge is too Pf. 139. 6.
wonderful for us: Itis /o high, we cannot attain unto
. He dwelleth in the Light to which no Man can ap- 1 Tim.6.16.
proach.

Who can utter the mighty Ats of the Lord? "Who pf. 106. 2.
can {hew forth all his Praife ? \WWho knoweth the Power p( go. 11.
of his Anger? and the Thunder of his Power who can Job 26. 14.
underftand ? Stand @till, and confider the wondrous jeb'37. 14,
Works of GOD. Doft thou know when he difpofed 15 6.
them? Doft thou krow the wondrous Works of him

E 2 that

&
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1% 40.12. that is perfeCt in Knowledge? Who hath meafurd

the Waters in the Hollow of his Hand ? and meted oyt
Heaven with the Span ; and comprehended the Duft of

the Earth in 2 Meafure ; and weighed the Mountains in

Teb 26. 14. Scales, and the Hills 10 a Balance? Lo! thefe are Par

Rem.11.53.

EEL‘L 7 =5
*Gen. 1 .26,

Rem. 5. 12.

Jab 14. 3.

Vs

}'f IIX.

¥ I3

of bis Ways ! and how little a Portion is heard of them?

O the Degth of the Riches, both of the Wifdom and
Knowledge of GOD! How unlfearchable are his Judg.
ments! and his Ways paft finding out !

CHAPD I

The Natural State of Man,

§ I His Mortality.

G O D made Man upright; * [and created him afier
his own Likenefs;] but they have fought out ma-
ny Inventions. And as by one Man Sin entered into
the World, and Death by Sin: {o Death paffed upon
all Men: for that all have finned.
Now, the Days of Man are determined ; the Lord
hath appointed his Bounds that he cannot pafs. The

. Duft fhall return to the Earth, as it was; and the Spi-

rit fhall return unto GO D who gave it.

They that truft in their Wealth, and boaft themfelves
in the Multirude of their Riches; none of them can by
any means redeem his Brother; nor give to GOD a
Ranfom for him ; thar he fhould ftill live for ever, and |
not fee Corruption. Their inward Thought is, that thel
Houfes fhall continue for ever ; and their Dwelling-pla-
ces to all Generations; therefore they call their Lands
after their own Names. This their Way is their Fol'y:

. yet their Pofterity praife and approve their Sayings.

Ff. 49 12

JUb :J;"" :-;I

Pl 29 124
Heb. 9, 27,

Neverthelefs Man being in Honour abideth not; he
is like the Beafts that perifh.  They that are exalted for
a litle while, are gone, and brought Jow: they are ta-
ken oui of the way as all others; and cut ort asthe Tops
of the Ears of Corn. Death fhall feed on them, and
their Beauty fhall confume in the Crave, For 1t 1s ap-

. pointed




of @ CHRIST AN, 1y

puintecl unto Men once to die; and after this is the
Judgment,

§ 1. The Shortnefs and Uncertainty of Life.

ALL Flefh is Grafs: and all the Glory of Man as 1Pet, 1. 24,
the Flower of Grals: the Grals wichercth, and the
Flower thereof falleth away. Our Days are {wifter than Job 9. 2.
3 Polt: We fpend our Years as a Tale that is told.  Pf go. 9.
Here we have no continutng Gity: but dwell in Heb 13. 14.
Houfes of Clay, whele Foundation is in the Duft: Job 4. 19.
which are cruthed before the Moth. For what is our Jam. 4. 4.
Life? It is, even a Vapour thuat appcareth for a little
time, and then vanifheth away.
Man knoweth not his Time: but as the Fithes that Eecl. . 12.
are taken in a Net, and as Birds thar are caught in the
Snare ; (o are the Sons of Men {nared in an evil Time,
when it falleth fuddenly upon them. One dicth in his job 24, 25,
full Strength, being wholly at eale and quict: His 24, 25
Breafts are full of Milk; and his Bones are moiftened
with Marrow. Another dieth in the Bitrernefs of his
Soul ; and never eateth with pleafure. Another {aith to
his Soul, Soul, thou haft much Goods laid up for many Luke12.19,
Years; take thine eale, eat, drink, and be merry. But 20
yet that very Night his Soul fhall be required of him.
Behold, O Lord, thou haft made our Days as an Pf 3. 5.
Hand-breadth : and our Age is as nothing before thee.
Lord, make us to know our End, and the Meafure of y .
- our Days, what it is: that wé may know how frail we

are: And fo teach us to number our Days, that we may. PL. go. 12,
apply our Hearts unto Wifdom.

§ ILL. The Vanity of Human Life.

M AN whofe Breath is in his Nofirils, wherein is he If 2. 22.
to be accounted of? Who knoweth what is good for Eccl 6. 12.
him, all the Days of his vain Lifc, which he fpendeth
as a Shadow ? What Profit hath a Man of all his La- ¢y, 3.
bour which he taketh; and of the vexation of his ch. 2. 22.
Heart, wherein he hath laboured undesr the Sun?

It we prove our Hearts with Mirth, and fay to them, Fecl. 2.1, 2.
Enjoy Pleafure; we fhall fay of Laughter, i is mad:

and
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cb. 5. 11. and of Mirth, What doth 1t? When Goods increaf,
they are increaled that eatr them; and what good js
there to the Owners thereof, faving the beholding of
them with their Eyes?

K Riches are net for ever: [# they make themfclves
233" YWings, and fly away :] neither doth the Grown cndure
.31-30. 10 every Generation.  Favour is deceitful, and Beauty
Fcch1.18,2. 15 vain: and he thar increafeth Knowledge, increafeth
Sorrow. All is Vanity.

The Eye s not {ausfied with Secing; nor the Ear
ch. 6. 7. filled with Hearing. All the Labour of Man is for the
ch. 5. 10. Mouth; and yet the Appetite is not filled. He tha

loveth Silver, is not {atisfied with Silver: nor he that
ch. 1. 15. Joveth Abundance, with Increafe. For that which is
wanting, cannot be numbered. This Wandering of
the Delire, is Vanity and Vexation of Spirt.
Ff 3¢. 6. Surely every Man walketh in a vain Shew: Surely
Ff. 62.9. they are difquicted in vain. Men of low Degree aie
Pf39.5. Vanity: and Men of high Degree aie a Lye: Verlly

every Man at his beft Eftate is altogether Vanity.,

§ IV. The Ignorance and Corruption of Mankind.

Job 8.9 'WE are but of Yefterday, and know nothing., Vam
cb-11-12- AMan would be wife, though he be born like a wild
1Cor. 8. 2. Afs’s Colt ; and knoweth nothing as he ought to know,
If. 59. 9,10. We wait for Light; but behold Obfcurity : for Bright-
nefs; but we walk in Darknefs, We grope for the
‘Wall like the Blind: We ftumble at Noon-day, as if
the Night. |
Job 2. 12,  Where fhall Wifdom be found? And where is the
Place of Underftanding? Man knoweth not the Price
thereof: neither is it found in the Land of the Living.
Joha 3. 19. For Men love Darknefs rather than Light, becaufe
| their Decds are evil.

! The Children of Men are corrupt, they have done
Ecd. 7. 20. abominable Works : There is none that doth good, and
* 1Jokn 5. finneth not: For # the whole World licth in ‘Wickcq-
: Fecle. 11, nefs. + And becaufe Sentence againfl an evil Work, 18
' not exccuted {peedily ; therefore the Heart of the Sons

of Men is fully fet in them ro do Evil.

In




of s CHRISTIAN, 19

In us, thatis, in our Flefh, dwelleth no good Thing : Rom. 7. 18,
| for to will, is prefent with us, but how to perform that

which is good, we find not. For the Fleth luftetn a- Gal. 5 17.
| gainft the Spint: and the Spirit again(t the Fleth: So

{ that we cannot [afways | do the Things that we would.

| However, Let no Man fay, when he is tempted, 1 Jam. 1. 13,
| am tempted of GOD: for GOD tempteth not any 4 15

§ Man: But every Man is tempted, when hc is drawn a-

B way of his own Lullts, and enticed. Then when Luft

¥ hath concetved, it bringeth forth Sin: And Sin, when

| it is finifhed, bringeth forth Death.

CHAP IV
| Concerning the Redewption of Man by JESUS
| Chrift,

§ L. GOD the Father hath redeemed us by his Son.

HEN the Fulnefls of Time was come, God, the Gal. 4. 4.
Father of our Lord JESUS Chriff, fenr forth

his Son to be the Saviour of the World; and a Propi- 1John 4. 14,
t tistion for our Sins. * In this was manifefted the Love Y I°
§ of God towards us, becaufe he fent his only begotten v 5
Son into the World, that we might live through him.
§ He {fent not his Son to condemn the World; but that John 3. 15.
the World through him might be faved : For God was ;cor. ;. 14,
in Chrift, reconciling the World to himfelf; not im-
| puting their Trefpaffes unto them that repent, and be-
licve [ fo as to obey ) the Gofpel. Heb. 5. 9.
| Thus hath GOD vifited and redeemed his Pcople ; Luke 1. 63.
2s he fpake by the Mouth of his holy Prophets, which ¥ se.
have been fince the World began: And hath perform-  y -..
ed the Mercy promifed to our Fathers, and remem-
bered his Floly Govenant; that we being delivered out  y 74
of the Hands of our Encmies, might ferve him without
Fear, in Holinefs and Righteonfnefs before him all the ) 45.
Days of our Life.

The Father loved the Son, and gave all Things into John 3. 35.
his Hand : For ir plealed the Father, that in him lhoulfl Col. 1. 19.
all

Mark 1. 15.
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Jehn 3. 34- 2ll Fulnefs dwell. And he (pake the Words of GOD.
for GOD gave not the Spirit by Meafure unto him.
Afts2.22.  He was a Man approved of GOD, by Miracles, ang
y 23- Wonders which GOD did by him. And being de.
livered by the determinate Counfel and Foreknow.
ledge of GO D, unto wicked Hands that crucified him,
Eoh. 1. 22. he raifed him from the Dead, and et him at his owy
v 21.  Right-hand, far above all Principality, and Power, ang
¥ 22 Might, and Dominion : and hath put all Things under
his Feet; giving him to be the Head over all Things
Ads 5.31. to the Church; and a Saviour to give Repentance
Aés 1c. 42. his People, and Forgivenels of Sins. It is he who was
ordained of GOD to be the Judge of Quick and Dead.
Jeho 5. 22. For the Father judgeth no Man; but hath committed
Joha 17. 2. all Judgment to the Son; and given him Power over
all Flelh.
Erh.1.3,—  Blefled be the COD and Father of our Lord JESUS
He Chrift, who hath blefled us, and chofen us in him, be-
fore the Foundation of the World, that we fhould be
holy, and without Blame before him, in Love: Having
predeftinated us unto the Adoption of Children by
JESUS Chrift, to the Praife of the Glory of his Grace;
whercin he abounded towards uvs in all Wildom and
Prudence; having made known to us the Myftery of
his Will, according to his good Pleafure which he hath
purpofed in himfelf, that, in the Difpenfation of the
Fulnefs of Times, he might gather together m one [even
in Chrift,] all Things in Heaven and in Earth. And
:Tiz.3.16- withour all Controver{y, great is the Myftery of Godli
ne(z, GOD was manifeft in the Flefh; juftified in the
Spirit; feen of Angels; preached unto the Gentiles;
believed on in the World; and received up into Glory,

§ 1L Chrift is GOD and Man.

Jorm 1.t LN the Beginning was the Word, with GOD; and
v 1. the Word was GOD. And the Word was made Fiefh,
and dwelr among us; being the Only-begotten of the

Heb. 1.3 Father; the Brightnefs of his Glory, and the exprek
Col. 5. 16 Image of his Perfon. By him [and for him] were al
Things created that are In Heaven, or in Earth; viﬁblﬁ

an
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 and Invifible : He is before all Things, and # upholdeth Col. 1. 17
[ thern by the Word of his Power. " Heb. 1. 3. -
5' 1E SUS Chrift is Lord of all; * in whom dwelleth aas 10. 36,
b o1l the Fulnefs of the Gadhead bodily: By whom alfo Li‘:’l' 2 9
} GOD made the Worlds. He and his Father are One: Jou1 10,30,
§ He being in the Father, and the Father in Him : So gt ch.14. 11
¥ what Things foever the Father doth, thefe alfo doth ch. 5. 19
F the Son.

| He is the Ficlt and the Laft: * The {ame Yefterday, Rev. 1. 17.
E To-day, and for Ever. For thus faith the Father unto i"b‘ ’33'3'
g the Son, Thy Throne, O GOD, is for ever and ever e

| A Sceptre of Righteonfnels is the Sceptre of thy King-

d dlom. Great is the Myflery of GOD manifeft in the 1Tim. 3.16.
Fleth; the Myftery of GO D the Father, and of Chrift, ol 2. 2, 3
{in whom are hid all the Treafures of Wildom and
Knowledge. :

Thefe Things are written, that we might believe that John zo.3r.
f IESUS is the Chrif}, the Son of GOD; who had Glo- e 17. 5.
1y with his Father before the World was: And thatall cb. 5. 23,
' Men {liould honour the Son, even as they honour the

| Father : who, when he brought in the firlt Begotten in- Heb. 1. 6.
o the World, faith, And let all the Angels of GOD

| worfhip him.

y  Chrift JESUS being in the Form of GOD, thought Phil. . 5,6,
 itnot Robbery to be equal with GOD ; but made him~- ¥ 7.
flf of no Reputation ; and took upon him the Form of
aServant; and was made in the Likenefs of Men ; be- g, 4. 4.

| ing made of a Woman, in the Likenels of {inful Flefli. Rom. 8. 3.
For verily he took not on him the Nature of Angels: Heb. 2. 16,
 but as the Children of Men are Partakers of Flefh and ¥ 14
 Blood, he alfo himlelf took Part of the fame.

Now the Birth of JESUS Chrilt was in this manner. Mat. 1. 18,
When his Mother Mary was efpoufled to Fofcph, before 23
 they came together, the Power of the Highelt overfha- Luke 1. 35,
dowed her : So fhe conceived, and brought forth a Son, —— ;1.
who was called JESUS the Son of GOD, and E£m-
manuel ; which being interpreted, is, GOD with us,

Unto us then a Child is born; and his Name fhall be 16. ¢. 6.
eclled Wonderful, Gounfellor, Mighty GO D, the E-
verlafting Father, the Prince of Peace. [This is] He Mat. 11 3,
that fhould come: * He of whom Ao/es in the Law, *John 1.45.
wd the Prophets did write, He 1s Lord of Lords, and Rrev. 17. 14.
: F King
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King of Kings; worthy to receive Power, and Riches,
and \Wifdom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory,
and Blefiing. Therefore Blefling, and Glory, and Ho.
nour, and Power, be unto him that {itteth upon the
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

§ IIL. Of the Trinty.
THERE are Three that bear Record in Heaven,

the Father, the Word, and the Holy Gholt; and thefg
. Three are One. Though there be that are called Gods,

whether in Heaven, or in Earth, (as there be Gods
many, and Lords many:) yet to us there is but one
G O D, the Father, of whom are all Things, and we in
Him: and one Lord, JESUS Chriit, by whom are 4l
Things, and we by Him: —and one Spirit—of Truth,
which proceedcth from the Father ; — who fent forth
the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts.

Cirift, through the Eternal Spirit, offered himfelf to
G OD: Who fent the Comforter [the Spirit of Truth]
in the Name of his Son: by whom we are built togc.
ther, for an Habitation of G OD, through the Spirit,

[T4sfe that are]l called to be Saints, are Elet ac.
cording to the Foreknowledge of GOD the Father,
through Sanctification of the Spirit, unto Obedience,

. and Sprinkling of the Blood of JESUS Chrift : through

whom we have Accefs, by one Spirit, unto the Father,
(T6e Apsflles | taught and baptized all Nations in the

N

»ame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

. Gholt: [Aud they prayed that] the Grace of the Lord

TESUS Chrift, the Love of GOD, and the Com-
menion of the Hely Gholt, might be with all Chri

[tigis.

§ IV. Twe Means whereby JTESUS Chrilt Fath re-

deemed 5.

1. By bhis perfect Obedience.

CHRIST came not to deﬁroy the Law, or the
Prophets; bat to fulfil them: and therefore as it be-
came him, be fulfilled all Righteouinefs. He was meck

and
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§ .nd lowly in Heart: ‘When he was reviled, he reviled 1Pet. 2. 23.
§ not again; when he fufered, he threatened not; but

¥ ommitted himfelf to him that judgeth rightcoully.

i 1le did no Violence; neither was any Deceit in his It 53. 9

i ajouth: He went about doing good; leaving us an Adls 1o. 38.
§ pample that we fhould follow his Steps; who did no 1; S 2h
| 5in, neither was Guile found in bim: for he did al- John 8. 29.
# ways thofe Things that pleafed the Father. Such an Heb. 7. 26.
| High-Prielt became us, who is holy, harmlels, unde-

| fled, and feparate fiom Sinners.

2. By gfvf:zg us a New Covenant.

b The Law was given by Mefes, but Grace and Truth John 1. 17.
 came by JESUS Chrift : Who being a Prophet, migh- Lukez..15.
1y in Deed and Word, came to call Sinners to Repen- Mat. ¢. 135
dunce; [and to take off that] Yoke from the Neck of Ags 15, 10.
| his Difciples, which neither they, nor their Fathers,

b were able to bear, The Law was their Schoolmafter Gal 3. 24.
o bring them to Chrift: who hath blotted out the Col 2. 14
| Hand-writing of Ordinances that was againft us; and

f ook it out of the Way.

| The Priefts that offered Gifts according to the Law, Heb-8-4,5;
frved unto the Example and Shadow of heavenly 6

| Things : but now Chrilt hath obtained 2 more excellent

Miniftry, by how much he is the Mediator of a better

| Covenant, which was eftablithed upon better Promifes.

There is now verily a difannulling of the [Ritnall Heb. 7. 18,
Cemmandment going before, for the Weaknefs and 1%+
Unprofitablenefs thereof: For the Law made nothing
perfeét; but the bringing-in of better Hope did: by
the which we draw nigh unto God.

He hath called us to Glory and Virtue: and hath gi- 2Pet.1.3,4.
ven unto us exceeding great and precious Promifes;
hat by thefe we might be Partakers of the Divine Na-
wre; having cftaped the Corruption that is in the
World through Luft. For the Grace of God, which Tit.2.11,12,
!Jriugeth Salvation, hath appeared to all Men; teach-
ing us, that denying all Ungodlinefs, and worldly
Lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoutly, and godly
in this prefent World: That we may adorn tae Doc- ¥ 1o
tine of God our Saviour in all Things,

Iz 3. By
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3. By his Death.

1Cor. 5.7.  Chrilt our Paflover (* the Lamb flain beforc s |
*Rev 13-8 Foundation of the World) 1s {acrificed for us: biige
Tkl 2.8 cbhedient unto the Death, even the Death of the Ciolf |
The Son of Man gave himlelf a Ranfom for all: apnd
1 Joha. i'_ .. 15 the Propitation for the Sins of the whole Woyll,
iTer 5. 18 He {uffered for our Sins; the Juft for the Unjuft: th
Gil. 1. 4. he mighs bring vs to GO D, and deliver us {rom this §
John12.37. prefent evil World.  To this End was he born, and
for this Canfe came he into the World, that he thould §
bear Witneis unto the Truth,
Eeh. 5. 2. Chrift hath loved us, and given himfelf for us, a |
Offering and a Sacrifice to GO D, for a [weet-{imelling
Yeb. 10. 11. Savour.  Every other Prieft ftandeth daily miniftering,
and offering ofiimes the fame Sacrifices ; which can ne- |
¥ 1o ver take away Sin: But we are {anctified through the §
Offering of the Body of JESUS Chrift once for all; |
_ch.2.9. who tafted Death for every Man; and died (even) fur |
b 2 f the Ungodly : Thar he might deftroy him that had the |
5. Power of Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver them, §
who, through Fear of Death, were all their Lifetime
1Jokn 3.16. fubjedt to Bondage, Hereby perceive we the Love of §
G O D, becaufe he laid down his Life for us. |
Rev.1.5,6. Now unto him that loved us, and wathed us from
our Sins in his own Blood ; and bath made us Kings §
and Priefts unto God, and bis Father; to bim be Glo-}
1y and Dominien for ¢ver and ever.

4. His Refurreilion,

Iikeaso6, It behoved Chrift to {uffer, and to rife from the
47+ Dead; that Repentance and Remiffion of Sins fhouid §

1Car.15-3,4, be preached in his Name, among all Nations, So he-|
ving died for our Sins, he was buried, and roie again|

£8s 10.40, the third Day, according to the Scriptures. G OD ra
41 fed him up; and fhewed him openly unto Witnefles §

«h. 26. 22, chofen before of G OD, who faid none other Things |
-3 than thofe which the Prophets and /Mofes did fay (hould

come; that Chriff fhould {uffer, and De the firft thai)

fhouid rifc from the Dead. |

Rem. 4.25.  He was delivered for our Offences, and raifed again
¢ 6. ¢ for our Tsflification : that we alfo fhould walk in Nﬂ“{': :

| "~ nels
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nefs of Life. Therefore let us reckon ourfelves alfo Rom. 6. 11
dead unto Sin; but alive unto God, through JESUS
Chrift our Lord.

5. His Interceffion in Heaven.

JESUS having finifhed the Work which his Father John 17. 4.
gave him to do; and fhewed himfelf alive, after his aas 1. 3.
Paffion, by many infallible Proofs, (being {een of above 1Cor. 15. 6.
five hundred Difciples at once:) * he was received up * Mark 16.
into Heaven ; + and fur down on the Right-hand of the ,f‘é;b -
Majelty on high : whom the Heavens mult receive un- ags 3'. 20,
il the time of Reflitution of all Things.

Chrift entered not into the holy Places made with Heb o 24.
Hands, which are the Figure of the true; but into
Heaven itfelf; now to appear in the Prefence of GQD,
and make Interceflion for us. Rom. 8. 34

Nyw, if any Man fin, we have an Advocate with the 1john 2. 1.
Father, JESUS Chrift the Righteous; the Author of Heb. 5. 9.
eternal Salvation unto all them that obey him. No Jobn 14. 6.
Man comcth unto the Iather, but by Chriff; who is
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is the one 1Tim. 2. 5.
[anly] Dlediator between G O D and Man; who is gone Jobn14.2,34
to prepare a Place for us in his Father’s Houfe ; bur will
come again, and receive us unto himfelf, that where
he is, there we may be alfo.

Therefore, let no Man beguile you of your Reward Col. 2. 18.
in a voluntary Humility, and worfhipping of Angels,
or Men of like Paffions with curfelves; (not holding Acs 14. 15.
[to Chrift] the Head:) * See thou do it not: They are Eﬁlvi ;‘f;_
Fellow Servants, and Brethren: But worfhip God; [4nd
him <who] is able to fave them to the uttermolft that Heb. 4. 24,
come unto GOD by him, feeing he ever liveth to 25
make Interceflion for them.

6. By the Affiflance of his Holy Spirit.

We are faved by the Wathing of Regeneration, and Tit. 3. 5,6.
Renewing of the Holy Ghoft; which is (hed on us a-
bundantly through JESUS Chrift our Saviour: and
onr Souls are purified in obeying the Truth, through 1Pet. 1. a2,
the Spirit; which God giveth to them that obey him: Aas 5. 32.

Now as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are Rom. 8. 14,
the Sons of God.

Therc



206 The covbole Far1Ttu aid DurTvy

:Corz2.4,6  ‘There are Diverfities of Gifts and Operations: By

¥ 7= the Manifc{lation of the Spirit is given to every Man to

Eeb. 4. 16. profit withal. Let us therefore come boldly unto the

Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find

o Cor.12.¢. Grace to help in time of Need. God’s Grace is fuffi.

1kL 4. 13- clent for us: For we can do all Things through Ghrift
who ftrengthens us.

Mat.7.7.  Afk, and it fhall be given you; feek, and ye fhall

y 1. find: for your Father, which is in Heaven, will give

James 1. 5. good Things to them that afk him. He giveth to ail

Rev. 3. 20. Mcn liberally, and upbraideth not.  Bchold, he {tands

at the Door [of our Hearts], and knocketh : If we hear

his Voice, and open the Door; he will come in to us,

Rem. 8. 26. and help our Infirmities : For, by the Spirit of God, we

Eph- 3. 16. are {trengthened with Might in the inner Man ; and i

Rom- 3-37- a1l Things (may be] more than Conquesors, through
him that loved us.

sCor.10-13.  GOD is faithful, who will not {uffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able [#¢ bear ;) but will, with
Iz 40.29. the Temptation alfe, make a Way to elcape: For he
giveth Power to the Faint; and to them that have no
Might, he increafeth Strength.
Ads. s, [But feme] fiff-necked People always refift the Holy
2Cor. 6. 1. Ghofl, and receive the Grace of God in vain. [7here-
1The s.19. fore we fhould 1ake care that we] quench not the Spi-
Heb. 6. 2. rit: for it is impoflible for thofe who were once en-
lightened, and have tafted of the heavenly Gift, and
Y 5;6. were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoft; and have
tafted the good Word of GOD, and the Powers of
the World to come ; if they thall fall away, ###s {almoft]
inipsffible 10 renew them again to Repentance ; feeing
H:b. 10. 29. they have done Defpite unto the Spirit of Grace,
Fph.5.9.  The Fruit of the Spirit is in all Goodnefs, Righteoul-
Gzl 5. 22. nefs, and Troth; Love, Joy; Peace, Long-fuffering,
Rom. 15.13. Genilenefs, Fatth, Meeknefs, Temperance. And through
the Power of the Holy Gholt, we abound in Hope ; and
re. 3- 17+ are filled with all Joy and Pcace in believing; being
rooted and grounded in Love.
Frh. 3. 20, Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun-
" dantly above all that we afk, or think, according to the
Power that worketh in us; unto him be Glory in the
Church, by JESUS Chrift, World without end.

7. By

1
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7. By being our Judge.

The fame JESUS who was taken up into Heaven, Aas 1. 11.

1 fhall come in like Manner as he was {een go inro

§ Heaven: and he fhall judge the Quick and the Dead, 2Tim. 4. 1.
§ ot his Appearing.

§ GOD hath appointed a Day in which he will judge Agts 17. 31.
4 the World in Righteoufnels: So that we muft all ap- 2Cor. 5 10,
8 pear before the Judgment-feat of Chrif?, that every one

1 may receive the Things done in his Body; according

§ to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad ;—in Rom. 2. 16.
§ the Day when GO D fhall judge the Secrets of Men,

R by JESUS Chrift, according to his Gofpel.

8 Then fhall the Son of Man come in his Glory, and Mat.ag 31,
# all the holy Angels with him : and before him fhall all 32

8 Nations be gathered : all that are in their Graves fhall Jobn 5. 28,
d hear his Voice, and come forth. The Dead, both {fmal] R

g and great, (hall ftand before God; and be judged ac-™ o
¥ cording to their Works, Then fhall Chrift fay ro the Mat.25. 34.
| Righteous, [who purify themfelves, as he is pure,] 1joha 3. 3.
g Come, ye blefled of my Father, inhcrit the Kingdom

% prepared for you: But he will fay to the Wicked [that Mat. 25. 41.
i obey not his Golpel,] Depart from me, ye Curfed, into 2Thef 1. 2.
¥ everlalting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels.

{ §o thefe fhall go away into everlafting Punifhment; Mat. 25. 46.
| but the Righteous into Life eternal,

§ V. Of the Kingdom and Church of Chriff.

| THE Xingdoms of this World are become the Rev. 11,15
 Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrift: who both Rom. 14. ¢
k died and revived, that he might be the Lord, both of

 the Dead and the Living. He is the Head of all Prin- Col. 2. 10.
upality and Power ; (Angels being made fubje& unto 1Pet. 3. 22.
him:) and he muft reign till he hath put down all Au- 1cor.15.2,
thority and Power, and hath put all Enemies under his 24

Feet, And when all Things fhall be fubdued unto him; ¥ 28
then fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje& unto him that

put all Things under him, that GOD may be all in all.

JESUS chofe twelve of his Difciples, whom he Luke 6. 13.
named Apoftles: and ordained them to ¥ preach the Eﬁij‘g‘j‘
Kingdom of God; to + baptize in his Name; to } break pyacss ro.

the ft1Cor.to.8,
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the Bread which is the Communion of the Body of
1Cer-11.25. Chrift; [in Remembrance of him:] and to blefs the
Cup which is the Communion of his Blood.
Mat.28.12.  All Power in Heaven and in Earth being given to
Mark16.15. him, he faid to his Difciples, Go ye, and preach the Go.
Mat.28. 15, fnel to all Nations : baptizing them in the Name of the
= Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft; and
teaching them to obferve all Things whatfoever [ have
commanded you: and lo I am with you alway, even
unto tne End of the World.
A& 440 Now when many of them, who heard the Word, be.
Ads 2. 42 lieved ; they continued fledfaftly in the Apoftles Doc.
trine and Fellowthip, and in breaking of Bread, and in
Ads 4. 32. Prayers: and the Muolitude of them that believed [wa;
ch. 20. 28. rq/led} the Church of God, and of Chrift,—the # Heal
Sem 1212 of the Church, + which is his Body.
tcb.1.23.  ‘There is one ‘Body, and one Spirit; one Lord, ons
Epb-4.4,5.6. Faith, one Baptifm, one GOD and Father of all. And
;{E‘;‘:‘f;_l ; as the Body is one, and hath many Members: fo we,
1Cor.12.27. DEiNg many, are one Body in Chrift; and Membersin
ty 13. particular. 1 For, by one Spirit, we are all baptizel
Rom. 3. 29. 1Nt0 one Body, whether we be Fews or Gentiles. Both
t Eph.2.19, are | Fellow-Citizens with the- Saints, and of the
29 21.  Houfehold of GO D+ and are built upon the Found-
tion of the Apofllas and Prophets, JESUS Chiil
himlelf being the Chief Corner-ftone: in whom all the
Building fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy
Temple to the Lord.
Eph. 5. 25,  Chrift loved the Church, and gave himfelf for it, that
29,27+ he might fan@ify and cleanfe it; and that he might
prefent it to himfelf a glorious Church, holy, and
Fih. 4. 11, without Blemith. [ 70 this Ead] he gave fome, Apoltles;
—~37+  and fome, Prophets; and {ome, Evangelifts ; and fome,
‘Paftors and Teachers; for the perfeCting of the Saint,
for the Work of the Miniftry ; for the edifying the Bo-
dy of Chrift; that we henceforth be no more Children,
tofled to and fro with every wind of Do trine, by the
Slight of Men, and cunning Crafiinefs, whereby they li
in wait to deceive: but {peaking the Truth in Love
may grow up unto him in all Things, which is the Heal,
even Ghrift; from whom the whole Body fitly joined

mgeth:n
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together, and compadted, maketh Increafe unto the e-
difying itfelf in Love.

Befides the Apoftles, whom Chrift had chofen, and gas1. ..
&t [ fir/?] in the Chorch, * the Lord appointed other 1Cor.12.28,
eventy [Difeiples] alfo; and fent them forth as La- i‘“k'”“‘rr
bourers into his Harveft. [Of thefe one was] chofen to =
take part of the Miniftry and Apofilefhip, from which Aasi.2g,26.
Tudas by Tranfgreflion fell. L

And in thofe Days, when the Number of Difciples AQs 6. 2.
was multiplied, the Apoftles (by Prayer and laying on ¥ 6
their Hands) appointed Deacons to ferve Tables, [und ¥ 3.
ke care of the Poor: They likewifc] preachel, and ch. 8. 12
baptized thole that believed in the Name of JESUS
Ghrilt;  Thus were the Churches eflablithed in the ch 16. 5
Faith, and increafed in Number daily.

§ VI. The Bencfits of cur Redemplion.

I. ffnow&.’:{ge.

WE are a chefen Generation, a royal Priefthood, a 1Pet 2. o
peculiar People s that we (hould fhew forth the Praifes
of him who hath called us out of Darknefs, into his
marvellous Light. For GOD, who commanded the 2Cor. 4. 6.
Light to (hinc out of Darknefs, hath fhined in our
Hearts: So that unto #s it is given to know the My- Mat.13. 11,
fleries of the Kingdom of GO D.

In every Thing we are enriched by him, in all Ut- 1Cor. 1. 5.
terance, and in all Knowledge; the Eyes of our Un- Eph. 1. 15,
derftanding being enlightened, that we may know what 19
is the Hope of his Calling, and what is the exceeding
Greatnefs of his Power towards us who believe.

Chrift hath brought Life and Immortality to Light 2Tim.1. 10.
through the Gofpel : So that we know our Labour fhall 1Cor.15.58.
not be in vain in tne Lord; but that, if we are not Gal. 6. g,8.
weary in well-doing, in due Seafon we fhall reap Life
everlafling,

JES U S is the true Light, which lighteth every Man John 1.0,
that cometh into the World: whofoever believeth in ch 12 46.
him, and followeth him, fhall not walk in Darknefs, ch. 8. 12,
but (hall have the Light of Life; aud be filled with the Col 1. 9.
Knowledge of GOD’s Will, in 2ll Wifdom and fpi-
tiual ﬂnderl}mding.

The
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1Cor. 2. 14.

ch. 1. 18.
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Hed. 9. 14.

Rom. 8. i1.

$Cor. €. 11.
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The natural Man receiveth not the Things of the
Spirit of God, for they are Foolithnefls unto him ; nei-
ther can he know them, becanfe they are {piritoally Jif:
cerned. 7he Preaching of the Crofs is [Foolithnefs] 1o
them that perith; but unto us thar are faved, it is the
Power of GOD, and the Wildom of GOD: Where.
fore we count all Things but Lofs for the Exeellency
of the Knowledge of Chrift JESUS.

2. szcf?{ﬁi.‘m‘faﬁ.

G O D having railed up his Son JESUS, fent him
to blefs us, in turning away every one of us from his In.
iquities, Our old Man 1s crucified with him, that the
Body of Sin might be deftroyed; that henceforth we
fhonid not ferve Sin.

For this Purpolfe the Son of GOD was manifefted,
that he might deftroy the Works of the Devil; and
turn us from the Power of Sazan unto GOD. There.
fore, being juftified by Faith, we have Peace wilk
G O D, through our Lord JESUS Chrift; who offer-
ed himfelf without Spot, [that he might] purge our
Confciences from dead Works, to ferve the living
GOD. |

As, by the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all
Men to Condemnation ; even {o, by the Righteoufnefs
of one, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Juftifica-

. tion of Life. For we are God’s Workmanthip, created

in Chrift JESUS unto good Works, which God hath
before ordained that we fhould walk in them.

There is therefore now no Condemnation to them
which are in Chrift JESU S, who walk not after the
Fieth, but after the Spirit. For we are walhed, w:
are fan&tified, we are juflified in the Name of the Lord

1Tet-1. 22. JESUS, and by the Spirit of our GOD. And, ha-
Col 1. 22. ving purified our Souls in obeying the Truth, he will

Like 9. 56.
aTun.1.10.
chn {c. 10

chh 11,025,

prefent us holy and unblameable in the Sight of GOD,

" 3. Eternal Life and Happinefs.

The Son of Man came not to deftroy Mens Lives,
but to fave them ; and hath abolifhed Dzath through
the Gofpel; that he might have Life more abundantly.

He is the Relurrection and the Life; and flall change
Qur
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our vile Body, that it may be fathioned like unto his Phil 3. 21.
§ glorious Body. It is fown in Corruption, but raifed in 1Cor.15.42.
§ Incorruption: It is fown in Dilhonovr, but raifed in  y 43

b Glory : It is fown in Weaknels, it is raifed in Power.

| We thall all be changed in a Moment; the Dead fhall ¥ s1, 52
L be raifed incorruptible, and put on Immortality, *Q ¥, %3

| Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy i

| Viftory? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the Vic-

4 tory, through our Lord JESUS Chrift.

§ GOD hath not appointed us to Wrath ; but to ob- 1Thef. 5. o.
¢ tain Salvation by Chrift: in whom believing, we re- 1Pet. 1. 8.
| joice with Joy unfpeakable, and full of Glory. He hath y 3, 4.

t begotten us again unto a lively Hope of an Inheritance

| incorruptible and undefiled, referved in Heaven for us.

1 He that {pared not his own Son, but delivered him Rom. 8. 32.
t up for us all; how fhall he not with him alfo freely

| give us all Things? having made us mect to be Pai- Col. 1. 12.
| 1akers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light; and

§ given unto us all Things that pertain-unto Life and 2Pet. 1. 3.
Godlinefs. \

This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accepta- 1Tim. 1.15.
| tion, that Chrift JESTU.S came into the World to fave

[fuch] Sinners, as, being made free from Sin, and be- Rom. 6. 22.
come Servants to God, have their Fruit unto Holinefs,
and 72 the End, everlafting Life.

We are come unto Mount Sisn, and unto the City of Heb. 12. 22,
the living God, the heavenly Jerafalem, and to an in- 2324
numerable Company of Angels, to the general Aflem-
bly and Church of the Firft-born which are written in
Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the Spi-
1its of juft Men made perfect, and to JESUS the Me-
diator of the mew Covenant; by whom our fpiritual rper. 2. 5.
Sacrifices are acceptable to God.

Behold what manner of Love the Father bath be- ;john 3. +.
flowed upon us, that we fhould be called the Sons of
God: and if Sons, then Hecirs; Heirs of God, and Rom. 8. 17.
Joint-heirs with Ghrift, Now we are the Sons of God, 1]John 3. 2.
and it doth not yet appear what we fhall be: but we
know, that when he fhall appear, we (hall be like him ;
for we fhall fee him as he is: and with open Face be- 2Cor. 3.18.
holding as in a Glafs, the Glory of the Lord, we fhall
be changed into the fame Image, from Glory to Glory.

G 2 Who
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Who fhall {eparate us from the Love of God? (h);
Tribulation, or Diftrefs, or Perfecution, or Famine, o
Peril, or Sword ? Nay, in all thefe Things we are more
than Conquerors, through him that loved us.  So thy
neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principaii.
ties, nor Powers; nor Things prefent, nor Things 1
come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any Creature, {hall
be able to leparate us from the Love of God, which i
in Chrift JESUS our Lord, All Things are ours:
whether the World, or Life, or Death, or Things ni..

fenr, or Things to come; all are ours; and we an
Chrift's ; and Chrift is God'’s.

CHAP V.

The Terins of the Golpel-Covenanty or, the Con-
ditions of onr Salvation.

§ L. Fasth.

“IITHO U'T Faith it is impoflible to pleafe GOD,
For he that cometh to.G.OD, muft believe tha
ke Is, and that he is a Rewarder of them that diligendy
{eek him. And this is his Commandment, that we
fhould believe in the Name of his Son JESUS Chiifl,
[who faid to us,]. Ye believe in GOD, believe allo i
me: He that rejelteth me, and receiveth not my
Words, hath one that judgeth him: the Word thatl
have {poken, the fame thall judge him in the laft Day
Have Faith in GOD, #* (o fhall ye be eftablifhd;
believe his Prophets, fo fhall ye profper. Believe on
the Lord JESUS Chrift, and ye fhall be faved. Tor
he was manifeflt .in thefe laft Times for us, who, by
him, do belicve in GOD, that raifed him up frem the
Dead: in whom, theugh now we fee him not, yet be:
lieving, we rejoice with Joy unfpeakable.

Sce then that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh: For il
they efcaped not who refufed him that {pake on Earth,
much more fhall not we efcape, if we turn away from
him that fpeaketh from Heaven.

Now
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Now Faith is the Subftance of Things hoped for, the Heb. 11, 1.
Evidence of Things not feen : fo that we walk by Faith, 2Cor. 5. 7.
not by Sight; while we look not at the Things whlch ch, 4. 18,
are feen, but at the Things which are not feen: for the
Things which are {een, are temporal; but the Things
which are not feen, are eternal.

Thus we have refpeét to the Recompenfe of the Re- Heb. 11. 26.
ward ; being fully perfuaded, that what God hath pro-
mifed, he is able alfo to perform. We have not re-
ceived the [ Accomplifbment of 1hel Promiles; but ha- ¥ 13.
ving {een them afar off, we are perfuaded of them, and
embrace them; and confefs, that we are Strangers and
Pilorims on the Earth; that we feck, and * defirea ¥ 14
better [that is, an heavenly] Country: and we Jook ¥ !5
for a City which hath Foundations, whofe Builder and '
Maker 1s GO D.

A Man is juftified by Faith in Chrift, without the Rom. 3. 28.
Deeds of the Law: Do we then make void the Law ¥ 31
through Faith ? God forbid : yea, we eftablifth the Law.

God fhall juftify [#hofe ¢f ] the Circumcifion [the Jews] ¥ 3o.
by Faith ; and [t4efe of ] the Uncircumcifion [the Gen-

files] through Faith: But in Chrift JESUS, neither Gal. 5. 6.
Circumcifton availeth any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion,

but Faith which worketh by Love. For though [ have icor.13. 2,
the Gift of Prophecy, and underftand all Myfteries, and 3:

all Knowledge; and though I have all Faith, fo that T

could remove Mountains, though I beftow all my

Goods to fecd the Poor, and give my Body to be burnt,

and yet have not Charity, it profiteth me nothjng,

The Righteoufnels of GOD, without the Law, is Rom. 3.21,
by Faith of JESUS Chrift, unto all them that be- 22.
lieve; being jultified ﬁecly by his Grace, through the ¥ 24
Redemptlon that is in JESUS Chrit.  What fhall Rom. 6. 1.
we fay. then? Shall we continue in Sin, that Grace
may abound? fhall we fin, becaufe we are not under ¥ 15-
the Law, but under Gracc;"‘ God forbid: For he that 1John3.8,5.
committeth Sin, is of the Devil. "Wholocver is born
of G OD, doth not commit Sin. The Sting of Death 1Cor.15.56,
13 Sin; and the Strength of Sin is the Law: But 57:
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the Vitory, through
JESUS Chrift; who gave himfelf for us, that he Tit 2. 14
might reedeem us from all Iniguity, agd puify un-

to
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to himfelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works

Jemes 2.10. T hou believeft that there is one GOD; [that JE.
Matk 5.7. SUS is the Son of the moft high GOD; and thy
222m-7-28 his Words are true :] thou doft well; the Devils alfy
Jemes 2.20, believe, and tremble. But know, O vain Man, that by
2= Works our Faith is made perfeft;\and thar as the Bo.

dy without the Spirit is dead, fo Faith without Works
1s dead alfo.

Fom. 1o.]e. With the Heart Man belicveth unto Righ.
Profeffion. teoulnels, and with the Mouth Confeflion it
Mazrk 8. 38. made unto Salvation. Wholoever fhall be

afhamed of me, or of my Words (faith Chriff), in this
{inful Generation, of him alfo fhall the Son of Man be
athamed when he cometh in the Glory of his Father,
2Tim.2.12. with the holy Angels. If we deny him, [or his Fuith,]

Rev. 2. 13. - _
e Tim 1.8 he alfo will deny us. Be not thou thercfore afhamed

“of the Teflimony of oir Lord.
=John 7. Many Deceivers are entered into the World, who
confefs not that JESUS Chrift is come in the Flefh.
2Tim.2.19. Neverthelefs the Lord knoweth them that are his, ha
ving this Seal, Let every one that nameth the Name of
Tit. 1. 16. Cpriff depart from Iniguity : For they that profels they

know GO D, but in Works deny him, are abominabie
~ and reprobate,

§ IL. Repentance,

Markr.1;. REPENT vye, and believe the Gofpel: # So In-
* Ezk- 18- guity thall not be your Ruin. + The Lord is not will-
_5,3;,'“_ ;. 0.10g that any fhould perifh, bur that all fhould come to
A&s 17.30.Repentance.  Therefore he commandeth all Men e-
ch.z6.20. very where to repent, and to do Works meet for Re-
Ifa. 59. 12. pentanice. Our Tranfgréflions are multiplied before
Rev.3.19. GOD, and our Sins teftify againft vs; let us be zeal
ous therefore, and repent.
1%m.7.3.  Return unto the Lord with all your Hearts; and
i‘j‘i; 8 31‘ {tand not in an evil Thing: but * wath thine Heart
7% from Wickednefs, that thou mayflt be faved. How
Ifa. 44 22. long fhall thy vain Thoughts lodge within thee? Re- |
turn unto me, fRith the Lord, for I have redeemed
Ml 3.7. you. Return unto me, and I will return unto you. But
Boke 13- 3. except ye repent, ye thall perifh.
’ Examine
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| Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in 2Cor. 13 5,
| 1)ic Faith ; prove your own felves, ‘Every Examination.
} one of us thall give an account of him{elf Rom. 14.12,

{ (o GOD: and every Man thall bear his own Burden. Gal 6. s.
| Therefore let us judge ourizlves, and we thall not be 1Cor11.31.
judged [or condemned. ] ;
| Letus fearch and try our Ways, and turn again un- Lam. 3. 4o,
¥ tothe Lord. Wherewith fhall a Man cleanfe his Way? P 119. 9.
8 it by taking heed thereto, and proving his own Gal 6. 4.
¥ Work, according to the Word of GOD: which is Heb 4. 12,
| quick and powerful; piercing even 10 the dividing a-
| funder of Soul and Spirit; and is a Dilcerner of the
d Thoughts and Intent of the Hearr.
# If our Heart condemn us.not [when our Spirit has 1Joha 3. 21.
£ made diligent Search,] then have we Confidence to- Pi. '{?' S
t wards G OD, and fhall affure our Hearts before him. IE:H 319
b But if our Heart condemn us, GOD is gieater than '
B our [Jeart, and knoweth all Things, Therefore com- Pf 4. 4.
B mune with your own Heart; confider your Ways; and ?:‘31; I 7
b wra yourfelves from all your Tranfgreffions. Fh18.30.
t If we {ay that we have no Sin, we de- 1 Toba 1. 8
H
¥ ceive ourfelves, and the Truth is not in us. Gonfeffion. o
4 But if we confefs our Sing, GO D is faith-
 ful and juft to forgive us our Sins; and to cleanfe us
 from all Unrighteonfnefs. He that covereth bis Sins, Prov.28.13.
| hall not profper: but whofo confefleth and forfaketh
them, fhall have Mercy.
Confefs thy Tranfgreflions unto the Lord; and ac- P 32 &.
i knowledge thine Iniquity. * Thinkeft thou this to be Jer- 3- 13-
£ right, that thou faidft, My Righteoufnefs is more than Job 35 2
|GOD’s? How thould Man be jult with GOD? If Jobg. 2, 3.
he will contend with him, he cannot anfiver him one
1of a thoufand., How {hall 1 anfwer him, and chufe ¥ 14, 15
out my Words to reafon with him? whom, though I
were righteous, yet would I not anfwer, but would
make Supplication to my Judge. -
Some hold faft Deceit; who, when they have com- Jer. 8.5, 12.
mitted Abomination, are not at all athamed, neither
an they blufh: The fhew of their Countenance doth I 3. 9.
vitnefs again{t them, and they declare their Sin as So-
dm, they hide it not: wo unto their Soul, for they
have rewarded Evil unto themfelves.

[ But
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aChr:zganz. | But let 2s) humble ourfelves greatly before GOD:

Jofbuz 7.19. 8ive Glory to the Lord, and make Corifeflion unto h1m

Job 7. 20 ﬁymg, I bhave ﬁnned what fhall I do unto thee, ()

P{19.12,13. thou Preferver of Men ? Who can underftand his Er
rors? Cleanfe thou me from fecret Faults: Keep back
thy Servant allo from prefumptuous Sins, let them not
have Dominion over me.

Jam. 2.9, 5. Be afflitted, ye Sinnets, and mourn,
With Sorrew and weep. Let your Laughter be turned
and Shame, to Mourning, and your Joy to Heavinef;,

Joel 2. 13. | Rent yeur Hearts, and not your Gar.

PL 51. 17. Mments, and turn unto the Lord your G OD., The S
crifice of G OD 1s a broken Spiiit,

3Cor. 7.10, Godly Sorrow worketh Repentance to Salvation, net

11, to be repented of : but the Sorrow of the World work.
eth Death. When ye forrow after a godly Sort, wha
Carefulnefs doth it werk in you; yea, what Indign..
tion; yea, what Fear; yea, what vchement Delire;
-yea, what Zeal?

Fzck.36.32. Be alhamed and confounded for your Ways, where.

ch. 20. 23 10 ye have been defiled, and loath yourfelves in your
own Sight, for all your Evils that ye have commit

ted.
Laokers.13, I will arife, and go to my Father, and will fay unto
1g- him, Father, I have finned againft Heaven, and be.

fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy
Fzrag.6 Soh. Iam afhamed and blufh to lift up my Face to
thee, O GOD: for my Iniquities arc increafed over
my Head, and my Trefpals is grown up unto the
Job 7. 20. Heavens; fo that I am a Burden to myfelf. Buts
L 51-17- broken and 2 contrite Heast, O GOD, thou wilt not]

delpife.
Job 34. 37, Surely it 1s meet to be faid unto G OD,
32 Refoluticr. If 1 have done Iniquity, I will do no more.
L1730 I am purpofed that my Mouth' {hall not

PL1o1.3, 4. tranfgre(s. T will fet no wicked Thing béfore mine
Lyes: a froward Heart thall depart from me: I will

PL26.6. not know a2 wicked Perfon. I will wath my Hands
Pf115.104 Inniocency ; fo will I compals thine Alar, O Lord. |
y 69. hate every fallc Way : and will keep thy Precepts with
v 175. my whole Heart. Let thine Hand help me, for I have
v 3. chofen thy Precepts: and will run the Way of thy
Commandmen!s,
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| commandments, when thou fhalt enlarge ty Heart.

Depart from me, ye evil Doers; for 1 will keep the PLirg 115,
Commandments of my GOD.

} If the Wicked will turn from all his Ezck.18.21,

¥ Sins that he hath committed, and kecp Amendment.

oIl my Statutes, (faith the Lord), and do

R that which is lawful and right, he fhall furely live. All y 22

! his Tranfgreflions that he hath committed, thall not be

mentioned unto him: in his Righteoufnefs that he

¥ hath done, he fhall live, If thou return to the Almigh- Job 22. 23,

by, and put away Iniquity from thee: Will he plead ch. 23.6.

} againdt thee with his great Power? No, but he would _

g put Strength into thee. Then fhalt thou lift up thy ch1r.1s,16.

 Face without Spot ; yea, thou fhalt be ftedfaft, and thou .-

§ thalt not fear: becaufe thou fhalt forget thy Mifery, or

remember it as Waters that pals away,

| Galt away from you all your Tranfgreflions, and Ezck.18:31.

make you a new Heart,"and a new Spirit ; for why will

fye dic? Ceale to do evil, learn to do well. Cleanfe If 1. 16, 17.

lyour Hands, ve Sinners, and purify your Hearts, ye James4. 8.

fDouble-minded, Break off your Sins by Righteouf- Dan. 4. 27

¥nefs, and your Iniquities by fhewing Mercy to the

y Foor, ,

The Time palt of our Life may fuffice to have 17Pet. 4. 3.

lwrought the Wiil of the Gentiles, when we ferved Titus 3. 3.

fdivers Lufts and Pleafures.. Kncwing therefore, that Rom.r3.11,

frow it is high Time to-awake out of Sleep; let ns *

calt off the Works of Darknefs, and let us put on the
iArmour of Light.

Put off concerning the former Converfation, the old Epir. 4. 21,
Man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful Lufts: 23 24
tand be renewed in the Spirit of your Mind; and put

o the new Man, which after GOD is created in Righ-
eonlnefs, -and true Holinefs. |
| When ye were the Servants of Sin, what Fruit had Rem. 6. 20,
¢ in thofe Things, whereof ye are now afhamed ? for 2"
he End of thofe Things is Death. Return ye now e- Jer.18. 11, -
very one from his evil Way, and mend your Doings;
[then G O D will] reftore unto thee the Joy of his Sal- P s1. 12.
vation ; and uphold thee with his free Spirit.

After all that is come upon us for our evil Deeds, s . 13.
keing ‘that thou our God haft punifhed us Jefs than

i our

o
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Ezra 9. 14. our Iniquities deferve; fhall we agsin break thy Cor,
PL2s. 5. mandments? Becaufe thou art good, and ready to foy.
#Rom.6.15, give ; ¥ fhall we fin, that Grace may abound? GO
Rim - forbid : Let us not do evil, that good may come. By
. Dent17.13. 1€t 0s fear, and do no more prefumptuoufly.  Can
$ Jer.13.23. the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leopard his
Spots? then may yve alfo do good, who are [ /2] ac

Rom. 6. 14. cuftomed to do evil, when Sin bath Dominion ove
A 8 22, you., Repent therefore of this Wickednefs, [ ye wh
23: are] in the Bond of Iniquity ; peradventure GOD will

2 Tim.2.25, .
6 2% give you Repentance, that ye may recover yourftlve:

out of the Snare of the Devil.
[Wheever hath wronged his Neighboyr
Job 20. 12, Reftitutson. in any Thing,] according to.his Subftanc
fhall the Reftitution be, and he fhall not
Luke 19. 8 rejoice therein, If I have taken any Thing from any |
Ezzk.33.15. Map, —1 reftore him fourfold. If the Wicked reftore
the Pledge, give again that he hath robbed, and walk

in the Statotes of Life without committing Iniquity,
he fhall furely live.

§ 1. Holinefs; or, Evangelical Righteoufnefs,

inke1.68. BLESSED be the Lord G OD, who hath vifited
¥ 74,75 and redeemed his People, that we might ferve him
without Fear, in Holinefs and. Righteoufnefs before
Eph. 1.4 him, all the Days of our Life. According as he hath
chofen us, that we fhould-be holy, and without blame
Heb. 12. 10. before him; and be Partakers of his Holinefs. * But
:2”'“5 now as he who hath called you is holy, fo be ye holy
in all manner of Converfation ; becaufe it is written,
Be ye holy, for I am holy.
1john3z.10.  In this the Children of GOD are manifeft, and [4if
tinguifhed from] the Children of the Devil: Whofo:
Adis1e-35. ever doth not Righteoufnefs, is not of GOD: Butin
every Nation, he that feareth him, and worketh Righ
1Cor-15:34- teonfnefs, is accepted of him. Awake then to Righ:
teoufnefs, and fin not; for fome have not the Knov-
1 Joha 3. 7- ledge of GOD. Bat let no Man deceive you: He tht
doth Righteoufnefs is righteous, cven as God is righ-
Fph. 4. 24. teous; and he putteth on the new Man, which after
God is created in Righteoufnefs, and true Holinels.

Blefled
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- Bleffed are they which do hunger and thirft after Mat. 5. 6.
Righteournefé: for they thall be filled with the Fruits Phil. 1. ;1.
ofit. But except your Righteoufnefs fhall exceed the Mat. 5. ze.
Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye fhall in

no Cafe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, What apet. 3. 11.
manner of Perfons then ought ye to be in all holy*Con-

verfation and Godlinefs ?

If ye know. that Gaod is righteous, ye know 2//6 that 1John 2.2.

evéry one who doth Righteoufnefy, is born of him:

and that when he fhall appear, we fhall be like him; ch. 3. 2.
for we fhall fee him as he is. Now every Man that ¥ 3.
hath this Hope, purificth himlelf, even as God is pure.

For he hath given us exceeding great and precious 2pet. 1. 4.
Promifes; that by thefe we might be Partakers of the

Divine Nature, having efcaped the Corruption that is

in the World through Lufl. ‘

True Helinefs includes, Eph. 424,

1. Univerfal Obedience.

Whofoever fhall keep the whole Law, [ /6 far as James 2. 10,
mly o] offend in one Point, he is [ yet] guilty of all,
For he that faid, Do not commit Adultery ; faid alfo,
Do not kill. Now though thou commit no Adultery,
vet if thou kill, thou art become a Tranfgreffor of the
Law. Therefore abhor all that which is evil, cleave Rom. 12. 6.
to that which is good; and cleanfe yourfelves from all 2¢or. 7. 1.
Filthinefs both of Flefh and Spirit, perfefting Holinefs
in the Fear of God.
What doth it profit, my Bréthren, though a Man Jamesa.14,
fay he hath Faith, and have not Works? Can Faith
fave him? [Na: for] without Holinefs no Man thall Heb.12.14.
fee the Lord ; who gave himfelf for us, that he might Titus 2. 14,
tedeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a
‘peculiar People, zealous of good Works.
Therefore follow after Righteoufnefs, Godlinefs, 1Tim.¢.13,
Faith, Love, Patience, Meeknefs. Fight the good Fight 12
of Faith, and lay hold on eternal Life; that ye may col. 4. 12.
ftand perfect, and complete in all the Will of God:
and keep yourfelves-unfpotted from the World,  James1.27.
Let thine Eyes look right on, and let thine Eycilids Prov. 4. 25
H 2 ook
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Prov. 4. 25, look ftraight before thee. Ponder the Path of thy Feet

27 and let all thy Ways be eftablifhed. Turn not to thc
Right Hand, nor to the Left: Remove thy Foot frop

1Cor.10.31. Evil,  And whether ye eat, or drink, or whatloever v

3Jcho 3.22. do, do all to the Glory of God : [ﬁ: as 1o} keep his
Commandmems, and do thole T hlngs that are pleaﬁug
in his Sight.

Rom 14.16.  Let pot your Good be evil fpoken of ; but abfhi,

IE’*” r6. from all Appearance of Evil; that ¥ they may bea.
“fhamed who fpeak evil of you, and f.ll[ly accufe your . \

¢h- 2. 15. good Converfation in Chnift. For {o is the Will of

God, that by Well-daing ye may put to Silence the Ig.
norance of foolifh Men.

viil. 4. ¢.  Finally, Brethren, whatfoever Things are true, what.
foever Things are honeft, whatfoever Things are juf,
whatfoever Things are pure, whatfoever Things are
lovely, whatfoever Things are of good Report ; if there

be zny Virtue, and if there be any Praife, think on
Rom.15.18. thefe Things. For he that in thefe Things ferveh

Chrift, is acceptable to God, and approved of Men.

2. Sincerfty.

Ccl 3.23.  Whatloever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
Pl 1. 16. and not unto Men; that ye may be fincere, and with-
Deut.11.13. out Offence, till the Day of Chrift, Serve him with
Jofh 24 14. ali your Heart, and with all your Soul; in Sincerity,
=Tim. 1. 3. and in Trath, with a pure Con{cience.
aCor. 1.12.  Qur Rejoicing [ought #o be] this, the Teftimony of
our Confcience, that in Simplicity, and godly Since
rity, not with flefhly Wifdom, but by the Grace of
God, we have bad our Converfation in the World:
€2l 2. 14 and walked uprightly according to the Truth of e
Gofpel. |
Fmes3.r3, Who is a wife Man and endved with Knowledge a.
14 17 monglt you? let him fhew out of a good Coaverfation
his Works with Meeknefs of Wifdom. But if ye have
bitter Envying and Strife in your Hearts, glory noy,
and lie not zgainft the Truth. This Wifdom de-
{cendeth not from above, but is earthly, fenfual, de-
v 17- vilifh. But the Wifdom that is from above, is firll
pure, then peaceable, full of Mercy, and good Fruits;
without Pastiality, and without Hypocrify.

Trult



of s CurisTiAN, - ' 41

Troft not in lying Words that cannot - profit, [#6# fer, 5. 4. -
in] a Zeal {that is] not according to Knowledge; fay? Rom. 10. 2.
ing, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of-the
Lord,-the Temple of the Lord are we; having.a Furm 2Tim, 3. 5.
of Godhnefs, but denying the Power thereof.

Wo unto you Hypaocrites, who ftrain at a Gnat, and Mat. 23. 23,
fwallow a Camel: For ye #* do all your Works to'be 24
fren of Men; and have omitted the weighty Matters )&){135
of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. Ye {it be- Eack.3331.
fore the Lmd as his People, and heir his Words, but
ye will not do them; for with your Mouth ye fhew .-
much Love, but your Heart goeth after Covetoulnefs.

The vile Perfon will fpeak Villany, and his Heart 1. 32. 6.
will work Iniquity to praétife Hypocrily, and to utter \
Error againft the Lord. But what is' the Hope of the Job2y.8,s.
Hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh
away his Soul? Will God hear his Cry when Trouble
cometh upon him? Will he dellght himfelf in the Al~ ¥ 1.
mighty ? Tne Triomphing of the Wicked is but fhort, ch. z0. 5
and the Joy of the Hypocrite but for a Moment Why ch.27. 12.
then are ye thus altogether vain? He that walketh ap- Prov. 10. 6.
rightly, walketh furely; but a doub]e-minded Man is James 1. 8
unltable in all his Ways,

- Behold, O God, thou deflirelt Truth in the inward Pf 51. 6.
Parts : therefore mll I not remove my Integrity from Job2z.5,6, .
me. My Heart fhall not reproach me fo long as I live,

Let my Heart, O Lord, be found in thy Statutes; that Pf 119. 80.
Ibe not afhamed : For the Uprxght {hall dwell in thy Pf 140. 13.
Prefence,

3. Zeal,

Ye onght carneftly to contend for the Falth which Jude 3.
was once delivered to the Saints; but do all Things phil 2. 14
- Without Murmurings and D:['puun;_,,s Stand faft in the ;cor 16.13.
 Faith, quit you like Men, be ftrong; ftriving together ppil, 1. 29
for the Faith of the Gofpel.

And befides this, giving all Diligence, add to your 2Pet. 1. 5.
Faith, Virtue; and be zealous of good Works; that Tit. 2. 14,
ye may be found of God, without Spot, and blame- 2Pet 3 14-
leﬁa. It is good to be zr:alouﬂy afteCted always in a Gal 4. 18.
good Thing.

Strive to cnter in at the ftrait Gate; For many Luke:s.24.
- will
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Heb. 6. 12. Will firivé to -enter in, and fhall not be able, There.
fore be not ' flothful, but be ye Followers of them,
who throngh Faith and Patience inherit the Promifes,

Afts 24.16. And herein /et us exercife ourlelves to have always 4

. Confcience .void of Offence toward God, and toward
- Men. -
Mat. 5.6, - Bleffed are they which do hunger and thirlt afte
Righteoufnefs: for they fhall be filled.

4. Pr:agrg} and Improvement.

1Thel 4.1. - ‘Furthermore then we befeech you, Brethren, (/i
St Paul), and exhort you by the Lord Jefus, thar a
ye have received [[nfirultion] of us how you ought
to walk, and to pleafe God, fo ye would abound more
1 Tim. 4- & and more: [that being] nourithed up in the Words
2Pet. 3.18. of Faith, and of good Doftrine, ye may grow in
Grace, and in.the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS Chritt.
aPee1.5,6, And befides this, giving all Diligence, add to your
7- Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and to
Knowledge, Temperance; and to Temperance, Pa
ticnce; and to Patience, Godlinefs; and to Godlis
nefs, Brotherly Kindnefs; and to Brotherly Kindnels,
¥ 9 Charity. For he that lacketh thefe Things, is blind,
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old
Sins. -
1Thef2.11, We exhort and charge every one of you, that ye
J2 * walk as Children of Lighs, worthy of God, whe
&LEPJ:: an. hath called you to his Kingdom and Glory; belng
Eph. 5. 10. fruitful in every good Work, and proving what 1s ac-
Tit. 2. 0. ceptable unto the Lord, that ye may adorn the Docs
trine of God our Saviour in all Things.
Mt 5. 16, Let your Light fo fhine before Men, that they may
fee your good Works, and glorify your Father which
Phil 1. 37. is in Heaven: [ /6 fhall] your Converfation be' fuch as
John 15. 8 it becometh the Gofpel of Chrift: [who faith], Herein
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much Fruit, fo fhall
Phi.1.g.100ye be my Difciples. [Therefore let] your Love a-
I bound yet more and more in Knowledge, and in all
Judgment; that ye may be filled with the Fruits of
Righteoufnefs, which are by JESUS Chrilt unto the
Glory and Praife of God, .
¢
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He who faith he abideth in Chrift, ought huml‘elf 1John 2. 6
Jlfo fo to walk, even as he walked ; a]ways abounding 1Cor.15. ;s.
i the Work. of' the- Lord., Be ye then Followers of Eph. 5. 1.

' God, as dear Children: Seek that ye may excel; and 1cor14.12.
¢ walk worthy of the Lord unto all -pleafing, that Ve Col. 1. 10.
' may be blamelefs and. harmlefs, the Sons of G:O'D, pp, .. 15

" without Rebuke, in the mid®t of a crooked and per-

verfe Nation, among whom ye fhine as Lights in:the

World.

Let us therefore go on to Perfeftion; and. fcrgettmg Heb. 6. 1.
thofe Things which are behind, and reaching forth un- Ph‘] 3 13,
to thofe Things which are bef’orc, let-us prefs toward
the Mark, for the-Prize of the high Calling:of GOD-in
Chrilt JESUS; [and thus fincerely endeavour to] be Mat. 5. 48.
perfedt ; and to be righteous, even as he is righteos,  1Jobn 3. 7.

5. Conflancy and Perféverance.

~ Beware left being led away by the Error of the 2Pet. 3. 17,
Wicked, ye fall from your Stedfaflnefs;”but ook to 2 John 8.
aurfélves, that ye lofe not thofe Things which ye
L’ave wrought, but that ye receive a full Reward.

Continue ye-in the Faith, grounded and fettled, and Col 1. 23,
be:not moved away from the Hope of the Gof‘pel +
which ye have heard, For we are made Partakers of Heb. 3. 14
Chrift, if we hold the Beginning;of our Confidence
fedfalt unto the End. Keep yourfelves therefore .in Jude 21.
the Lave of GOD. For he that fhall endure unto .the Mat. 24. 13,
End, the fame fhall be faved.

They which have believed in GOD, muft be caré- Tit 3. &
ful to maintain good Werks; continuing in the Love Joba15. 0.
of Chrift; that when he fhall appear, they, may have 1John 2. 25.
Cnnﬁdence, and nat be athamed before him at his Co-
ming.

When the Righteous turneth away. from.his Righ« Ezekrs. 24,
teonlnels, and commltteth Iniquity, and doth according
to the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, all his
Righteoufnefs that he hath done (hall not be mention-
ed: In his Trefpafs that he hath trefpaffed, and in his
Sin, fhall he die.

If they that have efcaped the Pollutions of the 2Pet. 2. 204
World, through the Knowledge of the Lord and Sa-

Yiour J ESUS Chrift, are again intangled therein, and

OVEIrcome
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- overcome; the latter End is worfe with them than .

g Pet. 2. 21.

1Cor.10.12.
Gal. 6. 9.

Rom. 2. 7.
Prov.16.- 31.

Rev. 2. 1o.

Mic 6.6,7,2.

Beginning. For.it had been bet*sr for them not ¢,
have known the Way of Righteuufnefé, than after they
have known it, to turn from the holy Commandmep;
delivered unto them.

- Therefore - let him that thinketh he {tandeth, take
heed left he fall. And let us not be weary in Wel.
doing: for in due Seafon we fhall reap, if we faint not,
but by a patient Continvance in Well-doing, feek fo
Glory, Honour, and Immortality. The hoary Head is
a Crown of Glory, if it be found in the Way of Righ.
teoulnels. Therefore be thou faithful unto Death, an|
the Lord will give thee a CGrown of Life, '

CHAP VL
Concerning . the Duty of Man towards G.O D.

§ 1. In general.

WHEREWITH fhall I come before the Lord,

and bow myfelf before the high GOD ? Shall]
come before him with Burnt-offerings, with Calves of
a- Year old? Will the Lord be pleafed with thouofands
of Rams,-or ten thoufands of .Rivers of Qil? Shall
give my Firft-born for my Tranfgreffion, the Fruit of

‘my Body for the Sin of my Soul? He hath fhewed

Hol §. 6.

Heb. 12.22.
Rom. 1. 9.
Tit.2.11,12-

Rom. 12. 1.

thee, O Man, what is good; and what doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do juftly, and to love Mercy,
and to walk humbly with thy GOD? He hath de-
fired Mercy, and not Sacrifice ; and the Knowledge of
GOD, more than Burnt-offerings.

Let us have Grace whereby we may ferve GOD ac-
ceptably, ferving him with our Spirit in the Gofpel of
his Son. For the Grace of .God that bringeth Salva-
tion, hath appeared to all Men ; teaching us, that deny- |
ing Ungodline§s and worldly Lufts, we fhould Jive fo- |
berly, righteoufly, and godly; and prefent our Bodics
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceprable unto God, which is

2Cor. 5. 14, our reafonable Service, For the Love of Chrift [who

15
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Jied for all,] conftraineth us, that they which live,

hould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but unto

him who died for them, and rofe again. Whether we Rom. 14. 8.
live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, we

dic unto the Lord:. Whether we live therefore or die,

we are the Lord’s; and not our own, for we are 1Cor. 6. 19,
hought with a Price: Let us therefore glorify GOD 2

"in our Body, and in our Spirit, which are God’s,

« § L. Againft Idolatry and SuperfHition.

TAKE ye good Heed, lelt ye corrupt yourfelves, Deut. 4. 15,
and lift up your Eyes unto Heaven; and when ye fee 16 19
the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars, even all the Hoft
of Heaven, ye fhould be driven to worfhip them, and
 ferve them.  If [ beheld the Sun when it fhined, or Jeb 31. 26,
the Moon walking in Brightnefs: and my Heart hath 27 2%
been fecretly enticed, or my Mouth hath kifled my
Hand: this were an Iniquity to be punifhed by the
Judge: for I fhould have denied the GOD that is
above.

Turn ye not unto Idols, nor make to yourfelves Lev. 19, 4.
‘molten Gods: But ferve the living and true GO D, 1Thef 1. 9.
who made Heaven and Earth ; and take Heed to your- Ads 14. 15.
felves, that your Heart be not deceived, and ye wurn a- Devt11:16-
fide to ferve other Gods, and worfhip them; which by Gal 4. 8.
Nature are no Gods. For thou (halt worfhip the Lord Luke 4. 8.
thy GO D, and him only thalt thou ferve.

Thou fhalt not bow down thyfelf to any graven Exod. ze.§,
Image, nor any Likene(s of any Thing that is in Hea» ¢
ven above, or that is in the Earth beneath, or thatis in
the Water under the Earth : thou fhalt not ferve them;
neither fhall ye fet up any Image, to bow down unto Lev- 26. 1.
it; the Similitude of any Figure, the Likenefs of Male Deut. 4. 16,
or Female; or the Likenefs of any Thing. Neither o3-
worthip Idols of Gold, or Silver, or Brafs, or Stone, or ~ ~
Wood, which can neither fee, norshear, nor walk: for Jer. st 1.
they are Vanity, the Work of Errors, and molten Ima- Ifa. 41. 2.
ges are Wind and Confufion. '

Surely they are without Excufe, who, when they Rom. 1,120,
know GOD, worfhip him not as GOD; but change 2% %3
the Glory of the incorrnptible GOD, inte an Image

1 made




AG
Rom. I. 25,

Exod. 34.14.
lﬁ. 42. 8.

xCor.10.12.
* Col. 2. 18.
Rer. 10. 10.
"i‘fiﬂs 1a.75-
T1Jchns.21.
f Col 3. 17,
1Cor.10.3 1.

PTrut.1B. 10,
11,12.

Ifz. 26. 13.

Ezeko14. 7.

10,

Prov. 3. 1.
Tl 55.22.
Prov. 3. 6

Prov. 6. 3.
James 5.7,8.

Mic. 7. 9.
Pl 6s. 5.

TL 1:6. 3
Pl118.8, 5.

Prov.15.11.

The whkole FarTH and DuTy

made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and foyy.
footed Beafts, and creeping Things; and have chap.
ged the Truth of GOD into a Lie, and worfhippeg
and f{erved the Creature more than the Creator; who i
a jealous G OD, that will not give:his Glory to ang.
ther, neither his Praife to graven Images.

Dearly Beloved, flee from Idolatry, * in a voluntary
Humility, and worfhippicg of Angels, or our Fellow.
{ervants and Brethren; + who are Men of like Paf.
fions with us: and § keep yourfelves from Idols. Ang
| whatfoever ye do in Word, do all in the Name of (h |
Lord JESUS; and to the Glory of God.

There fhall not be found among you any one tha
ufeth Divination, or an Obferver of Times, or an In.
chanter, or 2 Wiich, or a Charmer, or a Gonlulter
with familiar Spirits, or 2 Wizard, or a Necromancer,

For all that do thefe Things are an Abomination unto
the Lord.

O Lord our Ged! other Lords befides thee have
had Dominion over us: but by thee only will we mak
rmention of thy Name. For every one which fep.
rateth himfelf from thee, and fetteth up idols in his
Heart, {hall bear the Punifhment of his Iniquity.

§ L. OF Truft and Dependence on G OD.

TRUST in the Lord with all thine Heart: Caft
thy Burden upon him, and he fhall fuftain thee. Inall
thy Ways acknowledge him, and he (hall dire thy
Paths. Commit thy Words unto the Lord, and thy
Thoughts fhall be eftablithed. Behold, the Hufband-
man waiteth for the precious Fruit of the Earth, and
hath long Patience for it, until he receive the early and
latter Rain: Be ye alfo patient, f{tablifh your Hearts;
and wait for the God of your Salvation; who is the
Confidence of all the Ends of the Earth, and of them
that are afar off upon the Sea.

Put not your Truft in Princes, nor in the Son of
Man, in whom there is no Help. It is better to trul
n the Lord, than to put Confidence in Man. It is bet:
ter to truft in the Lord, than to put Confidence in
Princes, The rich Man's Wealth is his ftrong Ci‘}’é

i
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- and a5 a high Wall in his own Conceit. But he that Prov.11.28.
|

yrufteth in his Riches, [and maketh Gold his Hope], Job 31. 24.
fhall fall: for Riches profit nothing in the Day of Prov. 11 4.

' Wrath.
Take no [anxious] thought about your Life, faying, Mat, 6. 23,

~ What fhall we eat? or what thall we drink? or where- 3% 32
withal fhali.we be clothed? For your heavenly Fa-
ther knoweth that ye have need of all thefe Things:
and he careth, for you. Caft all your Care upon GQOD; (Pe. 5. -,
and be not {lothful in Buhinefs; but commit thy Way Rom.12.11.
unto himj truft alfo in him, and he (hall bring it to P£ 37. 5.
pafs, or feed thee with Food convenient for thee: and Prov. 30. 8.
we know that all Things work together for good to Rom. 8. 28
them that love GO D.

Wait on the Lord: be of good Courage, and he P£ 27. 14
fall ftrengthen thine Heart, G O D is our Refoge and £ 46. 1,2,
Strength : therefore we will not fear, though the Earth
be rernoved, and though the Mountains be carried into
the midft of the Sea.

The Lord is my Light, and my Salvation, whom Pf 27. 1.
hall I fear? The Lord is the Strength of my Life, of
whom fhall I be afraid? In GOD I have put my Pt 56. 4.
Truft, I will not fear what Fleth can do unto me., At ¥ 3.
what time I am afraid, I will rult in GOD: for my £ 62. 5.
Expeltation is from him. He is my {trong Habitation, Pf 71. 3.
whereunto I may continually refort. Though he flay job 13. 15
me, yet will I truft in him; and all the Days of my ch. 14. 14
appointed Time will [ wait, till my Change come. For Lam. 3. 26,
itis good that a Man fhould both hope, and quietly
wait for the Salvation of the Lord.

§ IV. The Fear of GOD.

THE Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wit Prov. 9. 10,
dom: [for thereby] Men depart from Evil. Stand in ch. 16. 6.
awe then, and fin not; but work out your Salvation gﬁﬂf‘;"; ,
with Fear and Trembling; and ferve G OD acceptably, Heb. 12. 28.
with godly Fear. * Happy is the Man that feareth al- * prov. 28
ways: but he that hardeneth his Heart, {hall fall into 14
Mifchief, .

Wait for the Lord, in the Way of his Judgments; If. 26. 8 o,
for when his Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabi-

L2 (ants
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Ff33.8. tants of the World wiil learn Righteoufnefé. There.
fore let all the Earth fear the Lord.

Job 13-11.  Shall not his Excellency make you afraid? and hjs

Jer. 5. 22. Dread fall upon you ? Fear ye not me ? (faith the Lord:)

will ye not remble at my Prefence 2 [Why art th)
1z. 51.12, 2fraid of a Man that fhall die, and of the Son of May
13- who fhall be made as Grafs; :nd forgetteft the Lorg
Lekeiz.g,5- thy Maker? Be not afraid of them that kill the Body,
and after that have no more that they can do: but fex
him, who after he hath Xilled, hath Power to caft bet

nMat. 10.28. Soul and BOdy mnto Hé“.‘
Jer.1e.7,5.  Who would not fear thee, O King of Nations? fo
- to thee doth it appertain to do evil, and to do good,
PL 66.3. How terrible art thou in thy Works! Thou, even taou,
PL76-7- art to be feared; and who may fland in thy Sight,
Jer- 10. 10. when once thou art angry? At thy Wrath the Farh
{hall tremble, and the Nations {hall not be able to abid:
Prov.13-13- thy Indignation. For whofo defpifeth thy Word, fhall

be deftroyed : but he that feareth thy Commandment,
fhall be rewarded.

6 V. Of Love te GOD.

Markiz3o. THOU fhalt love the Lord thy GOD, with 4l
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy
Mat. 22.38 Mind, and with all thy Strength: this is the firfl, and
* PLy7.10- preat Commandment. ¥ Ye that love the Lord, hate
1Jehn 5.3. Evil, For this is the Love of God, that we keep his
Commandments.
Pf31.23. O love the Lord, all ye his Saints ; and take Delight
16 56.4. in approaching GOD: chufe the Things that pleak
Job 23. 12. him: and efleem the Words of his Mouth more than
Pl 73. 25, your neceflary Food. 'Whom have I in Heaven but
20 thee, O Lord? there is none upon the Earth that I de-
fire befides thee. For thou art the Strength of my
Heart, and my Portion for ever. |
1Jebaz.15.  Love not the World, nor the Things that are in
Col. 3.2. the World; neither fet your Afletions on the Thing
Mat. 6. 20. of the Earth, but on Things above: and lay up for

ch.10.37. yourfelves Treafures in Heaven. For he that loveth
1John 2.15. Father, or Mother, or {any of ] the Things which are

in the World, more than Chrift, is not worthy of hini-fi
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Ifany Man /o love the World, the Love of the Father ;John 2. 15.
is ot in him.

Delight yourfelves in the Lord; * and walk in Love, Pf 37. 4
2s Chrilt alfo hath loved us, +1fa Man love JESUS E';;h 5- 2.
chrift, he will keep his Words, and leave all to follow Hztml?;;
him. Now Grace be with all them that love our Lord Eph. 6. 24.

JESUS Ghrift in Sincerity.

§ VI, Of Obedience.

YOU fhall walk in all the ‘Ways which the Lord Deut. 5. 33.
your GOD hath commanded you; and ferve him 1Sam.12.24.
in Truth, Behold, to obey 15 better than Sacriﬁce; ISam.ry.23.
and to hearken [to the Lord, is better) than the
Fat of Rams. Circumcifion 1s nothing, and Uncir- 1Cor 7. 1.
cumcifion is nothing, but the keeping of the Com-
mandments of GOD [is what we are indifpenfably
obliged to. ] .

Hereby we [are fure] that we know JESUS Chrift, 1 John 2. 3,
if we keep his Gommandments. He that faith, I know % 5
him, and yet keepeth not his Gommandments, is a
Liar, and the Truth is not in him. But whofo keep-
eth his Word, in him verily is the Love of GOD
perfeted: and hereby know we, that we are in him,
and are his Friends, if we do whatfoever he hath com- John 15.14,
manded uvs.

Wholfoever committeth Sin, tranfgrefleth the Law : 1Joha 3. 4.
for Sin is the Tranfgreflion of the Law. The Soul Num.is.30,
that doth fo prefumptuoully, reproacheth the Lord; 3t
and becaufe he hath defpifed the Word of the Lord,
his 1niquity fhall be upon him:

[They who are only] Hearers of the Law are [not] Rom. 2. 13.
uft before GO D: but the Doers of the Law fhall be
jultified : For not every one that faith unto Chrift, Mat. 5. 22.

Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven;

but he that doth the Will of his Father which is in
Heaven. '

Therefore be ye Doers of the Word, and not Hear- Jamest. 23,
ers only, deceiving your own felves. For if any Man 23 24
be a Hearer of the Word, and not a Doer, he is like
to a2 Man beholding his natural Face in a Glafs: for he
beholdeth himfelf, and going his Way, forgetteth what

' mannes
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manner of Man he was. But wholo looketh into the
perfelt Law of Liberty, and continueth therein, ke
being not a forgetiult Hearer, buta Doer of the Waork,
this Man fhall be bleffed in his Decd. For he thy
doth the Will of GOD, abideth for ever.

We ought to obey GOD rather than Men, Ng

* Man can ferve two Malflers: For either he will hate the

one, and love the other; or he will hold to the one,
and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve GOD and
Mammon. For the Friendfhip of the World is Enmi-
ty with God; fiuce all that is in the World, the Luft
of the Flefh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of
Life, is not of the Father, but 1s of the World: and
whofoever will be a Friend of the World, (in th
Senfe), is the Enemy of GOD.

§ VILI. Of Submiffion to the Will of GOD,

MY Son, defpife not thou the Chaftening of the
Lord, neither faint when thou art rebuked of him: for
whom the Lord loveth, he correfteth, even as a Father
doth the Son, in whom he delighteth: So if ye endure

¥ 9, 10, 11. Chaftening, God dealeth with you as with Sons. We

have had Fathers of our Flefth, which correéted us, and
we gave them Reverence : fhall we not much rather be
in Subjection unto the Father of Spirits? for they cha.

« flened us after their own Pleafure; but he for our Pro-

James 1.2, 3.

fir, that we might be Partakers of his Holinefs. In-
deed no Chaltening, for the prefent, feemeth to be joy-
ous, but grievous; neverthelefs afterward it yicldeth
the peaceable Fruir of Righteouinefs unto them which
are excreiled thereby. ,
Count it all Joy when ye fall into divers Tempta-
tions, [or Trials;] knowing this, that the trying of

Rom. 5. 4. your Faith worketh Patience; and Parience, Experi-

Luke2r.19.

# James 1. 4.

¥ 12
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ence; and Experience, Hope. Therefore in Patience
poflefs your Souls: * that ye may be perfet and entire,
wanting nothing. Bleffed is the Man that endurem
Temptation : for when he is tried, he fhall receive the
Crown of Life, which the Lord hath promiled to them

thar Jove him.
Let them that fuffer according to the Will of GOD;
commil
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commit the keeping of their Souls to him in Well-

doing as unto 2 faithful Creator. If ye fuffer for rPet. 3. 14
Righteoufnefs fake, bappy are ye: for it is better, if ¥ 17
the Will of God be {o, that ye fuffer for Well-doing,

than for Evil-doing. For what Glory is it, 1f when ye ch. 2. 20.
e buffeted for your Faults, ye fhall take it patiently ?

gut if when ve do well, [and endure Grief, for Con- ¥ 19
tience towards God,] ye take it patiently ; this is ac-

ceptable with God.

Blzffed are ye when Men fhall revile you, and per- Mat 5. 11,
ecote you, and fhall fay all manner of Evil againft '*
you falfly, for the fake of Chriff. Rejoice, and be ex-
ceeding glad : for great is your Reward in Heaven.

Calt not away your Confidence, neither be athamed, Heb. 10. 35.
tif ye be reproached for the Name of Chrift; but glo- *} E;, # 16
rify God on this Behalf. v o

Confider him that endured fuch Contradiftion of Heb.iz2.3,2.
Sinners againft himfelf, left ye be wearied and faint in
your Minds; looking unto JESUS the Author and
Finither of our Faith; who, for the Joy that was fet
before him, endured the Crofs, defpifing the Shame,
and is fec down at the Right Hand of the Throne of
God: Now if we fuffer, we fhall aifo reign with him. 2Tim.2.12,

When the Righteous are holden in Cords of Afflic- Jobsz6.7,8,
tion, then God fheweth them their Work, and their 9
Tranfgreffions, that they have exceeded ; and in their Hof 5. 15.
Afflition they will feek him early. He openeth alfo Job 36. 10.
their Far to Difcipline, and commandeth that they re-
turn from Lniquity,

Take the Prophets [and Apoftles] who have {po- Jamess. ro,
ken in the Name of the Lord, for an Example of "
(uffering Afli&ion, and of Patience. Ye have heard
of the Paticnce of 7ob, and have {cen the End of the
Lord: that he 15 very pitiful and of tender Mercy:
Therefore fubmit yourfelves to God ; and humble your- James 4. 7.
felves under his mighty Hand, that he may exalt you 1Pet. 5. 6.
in due Time.

Wo unto him that ftriveth with his Maker: Shall IL. 4. .
the Clay fay unto him that fathioneth it, What makeft
thou? What! Shall we receive Good at the Hand of Job 2. 10,
God, and fhall we not receive Evil? Wherefore doth Lam. 3. 39,
2 living Man complain, a Man for the Punifhment of

his




52 The whole FA117H agnd Duvrvy

Job 34- 31. his Sins ? Surely it is meet to be (aid unto God, I haye
Miczh 7. 9. born Chaflifement, I will not offend any more. I wijl
ear the Indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have {j;.
18am. 3.18. ned again{t him. Itis the Lord, let him do what feen.
Joo 1.21. eth him good. The Lord gave, and he hath taken a.
Mat. 26.39. way ; blefled be the Name of the Lord. If it be pof.
fible, let this Cup pafs from me: neverthelefs, nOt 23
I will, bur as thou wilt.
Pl 119. 67. efore I was affli¢ted, I went aﬂmy but now I have
Pfgs.12,13. kept thy Word. Bleﬂ'ed 1s the Man whom thou cha. |
fteneflt, O Lord, and teacheft him out of thy Law:
thar thou mayft give him reft from the Days of Ad.
Afts21.14. verfity.  The Will of the Lord be done.,

§ VIII. OF Honsar and Worfhip in general.,

Toio 4-24.  GOD 1is a Spirit; and they that worlhip him, muf

If51.16,37, worfhip him in Spirit and in Truth. He defireth not

. Sacrifices : he delighteth not in Burnt-offerings. The
Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit, and Truth in the

Rom. 12. 1. inward Parts. 1 befeech you therefore, Brethren, by
the Mercies of God, that ye prefent your Bodics a li-
ving Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is

P{ 4.5.  your reafonable Service. Offer the Sacrifices of Righ-

Heb. 13.16. teonfnels; and forget not to do good: for with fuch
Sacrifices God is well pleafed.

Pl ¢6.8,9. Give unto the Lord the Glory due unto his Name:

Heb.12. 28 worthip him in the Beauty of Holinefls; ferving him

Mal 1. 6. with Reverence and godly.Fear. A Son honoureth his
Father, and a Servant his Mafter: If then I be a Fa-
ther, {zith the Lord of Hofls, where is mine Honour?
and if I be a Mafter, where 1s my Fear?

IMos.6. O come then, let us worfhip, and bow down : let us

Rev- 4 11- kneel before the Lord our Maker: whbo is worthy to re-

' ceive Glory, and Honour, and Power,

Iev. 19.12. Thou thalt not profane the Name of thy God: for

ch.25-16. he that blafphemeth the Name of the Lord, fhall be

Exod. 20.7- put to Death: The Lord will not hold h1m guiltlels,
that taketh his Name in vain.

1Cersr.222  Delpife not the Church of God: ncither * profane

:ﬁ;’ﬁ‘i holy Things; + that his Doltrine be not b]afphemfd

i1t ac.20. 1 If he thar defpifed Alyes’s Law, died without Mes C};‘
o
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of how much forer Punithment fhall he be thought Heb. 10, 2,
worthy, who hath trodden under Foot the Son of God,
and hath counted thg Blood of the Covenant where-
with he was fantified, an unholy Thing? He that John 5. 23,
honoureth nov the Son, honoureth not the Father
which fent him.

Walh ye, make you clean; put away the Evil of Ifi.1.16,17.
your Doings; ceale to do evil, learn 1o do well. 0Or
efe when you come to appear before the Lord, [he y 13, 1.
a+ill fay]l, Who hath required this at your Hand to tread
my Courts? Bring no more vain Oblations; for the Prov. 15. 8.
Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination. Them 15m. 2. 30
that honour me, faith the Lord, I will honour; and
they that delpife me, fhall be lightly elteemed.

1. Praife and Téanif/:gfvfug.

Offer unto God Thank{piving: Whofo offereth Pfs0.14,23.
Praife, glorificth him. One Generation fhall praife Pf145.4,12.
his Works o another, to make known to the Sons of
Men his mighty Afts, and the glorious Majefty of his
Kingdom.

O! that Men would praife the Lord for his Good: i’ 107. 8.
nefs, and for his wonderful Works to the Children
of Men! Let them give Glory to the Lerd, [from the 1f.42.12 10.
End of the Earth;] and declare his Praifes in the
Ifands, Let them exalt bim alfo in the Congregation p( 107. 32.
of the People, and praifc him in the Affembly of the
Elders.

In every Thing give Thanks: for this ts the Wiil 1Thefs.18.
of God in Chrit JESUS concerning you. By him, Heb. 13.15.
therefore, let us offer the Sacrifice of Praife to God con-
tinvally, that is, the Fruit of our Lips; giving Thanks Eph. 5. 20.
1o his Name for all Things, unto God and the Fa~
 ther,

- Every Creature of God is good; and nothing to be 1Tim.4.4,5-
refufed, if it be received with Thankfgiving: for it is
fin&tified by the Word of God, and Prayer. Whether 1Cor10.31,
therefore ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all
to the Glory of God. Let us be glad and rejoice, and Rev. 19. 7.
give Honour to him; f(peaking to ourfelves in Pfalms, Eph. 5. 19,
and Hymns, and fpiritual Songs, finging and making
Melody in our Hearts to the Lord. ,

Iy, Sing
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Pf 30. 4- Sing unto the Lord, O ye Saints of his, and gy
Pf. 35- 1. Thacks at the Remembrance of his Holinels : for Prajfe
" PL135-3-is comely for the Upright. #* Rraife ye the Lord, fo
he 1s good s fing Praifes unto his Name, for it is ple.
Fig2 1,2 fant. It is a good Thing to give Thanks unto the
Lord, and to fing Prailes to thy Name, O Molt High.
to fhew forth thy Loving-Kindnefs in the Morning,
and thy Faithfulneis every Night.
Pf103.2,3, Blefs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all h;
& Benefits, Who forgiveth 2ll thine Iniquities: who
healeth all thy Difeafes. Who crowneth thee witk
Loving-kindnefs and tender Mercies.
PL138.2. I will praife thy Name, O Lord, for thy Loving.
Pf 35.28. Kindnefs, and for thy Truth. DMy Tongue fhall fpesk
of thy Righteoufnefs, and of thy Praife all the Dy
Pii45-1,6, long. 1 will extol thee, my GOD, O King; I will
> declare thy Greatnefs; I will fpeak of the glorious Ho
nour of thy Majelty, and of thy wondrous Works.
PL 6= 3. Let the Pecople praife thee, O Lord; let all the Peo.
Pf s15. 1. ple praife thee: and fay, Not unto uvs, O Lord, not

unto us, but unto thy Name give Glory, for thy Mer-
cy, and for thy Truth’s fake.

2. Prayer.

nmest.56. It any of you lack Wifdom, let him afk of GOD,
” who giveth to all Men liberally, and it fhall be gives
him. But let him afk in Faith, nothing wavering: for
let not that Map [that wavereth] think that he fhall re-
Mat. 21.22. ceive any Thing of the Lord. But whatfoever ye fhall
Mar7.9,10, afk in Prayer, believing, ye fhall receive. For what |
- Man is there 'of you, whom if his Son afk Bread, will he
give him a Stone? Or if he afk a Fifh, will he give him
a Scrpent? If ye then being evil, know how to give
good Gifts unto your Children ; how much more fhall
your Father which is in Heaven give good Things 0

them that afk him?
1jehn .21, Beloved, if our Heart condemn us not, then have we
« 5. 14 Confidence towards GOD: and this is the Confidence
we have in him, that if we afk any Thing according t0
ch. 3. 22 his Will, he heareth us: and whatfoever we afk, we
receive of him, becaufe we keep bis Commandments,
and do thofe Things which are pleafing in his Sighth\
AlKy
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Afl, and it fhall be given you: feek, and ye fhall Mat.7. 5.
fnd: knock, and it fhall be opened unto you: if ye Jamesg.a,3.
Jk any Thing according to his Will, Ye afk, and re-
cive not, becaufe ye afk amifs, that ye may confume
rupon your Lufts, Now we know that God heareth Jobn g. 31.
not Sinners : but if any Man be a Worfhipper of God,
nd doth his Will, him he heareth. He that turneth Prov. ao. 0.
way his Ear from hearing the Law, even his Prayer
hall be an Abomination to the Lord: but the Prayer ch. 5. g.
of the Upright is his Delight., For the Eyes of the ;pec. 5. 10
Lord are over the Righteous, and his Ears are open -
into their Prayers, . :

Be careful for nothing then ; but in every Thing, by Phil. 4. 6.
Pyer and Supplication with. Thankfgiving, let your
Requefts be made known unto God: And make your Dan. o. ;3.
Prayer before him, that ye may turn from your Ini-
quities, and wnderftand his Truth,

When thou prayeft, thou (halt not be as the Hypo- . 6. .
aites are: for they love to be feen of Men, and for a Lukezo.47.
Siew make long Prayers. But thou, when thou pray- Mat. 5. 6.
elt, enter into thy Clofet, and pray to thy Father which
sin {ecret, who thall reward thee openly.

Be not rafh with thy Mouth, and let not thine Heart Ecd. 5. 2.
be hafty to utter any Thing before GOD: for he is in
Heaven, and thou upon Earth: therefore let thy Words
be few: And ufe not vain Repetitions, as the Heathen Mat.6.7,%
do, who think they fhall be heard for their much Speak-
ng. Be ye not therefore like unto them: for your
father knoweth what Things ye have need of, before
y¢ alk him. :

After this Manner therefore pray ye: Our Father Mat.6.9,10,
Which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy 'H!%!3
Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is
n Heaven, Give us this Day our daily Bread. And
rgive us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, And
liid us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil :

Yor thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the
Glory, for ever. Amen.

Pray one for another: and let * Supplications be Jamess. 16.
made for al Men; for Kings, and all that are in Ag- "tTim2-1,
thority ; 4 for the Peace of Jerufalem; for them which fQ[EI; 124, 5.
delpitefully ufe you; i lifting up holy Hands, without Mat. 5. 44.

K 2 Wrath f1Tm.2.3.
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1Tim- 2.3. Wrath and Doubting: For this is good and acceptab)e
mn the dight of GO D our Saviour. -
John1s1z.  Whatloever ye fhall afk ifi the Name of Chriff, thy |
will he do, that the Father may be glorified in the|
Heb- 4. 12. Son.  Sceing then that we have an Advocate with the §
{.E:b‘f = 1- Fathers * let us come boldly to the Throne of Grace. |
b, o ;z: [and draw near in a full Affurance of Faith,] that we|
may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help in Tim]
of Need. _.
1Thels.17.  Therefore pray without Ceafing; [and fay], We o}
Dan. 9. 18. [ prelent our Supplications before thee, O GOD, fy|
P 66.18. our Righteoufnefls, but for thy great Mercies. Yer if [}
regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear
PL65.2. me. O thou that heareft Prayer, unto thee thall all Flefj }

I 45. 22. come: For thou art GO D, and there is none clfe.

3. Oaths, Vews, and Covenants.

1f2. 65. 16. He that fiveareth in the Earth, thall fwear by}
Heb. 6. :8. Ouaths. the GOD of Truth: For men verily {wear by|
the Greater, and an Qath for Confirmation is§
to them an End of all Strife.

Mat. 5. 33.  Thou fhalt not forfwear thyfelf, but fhalt perform}
PL35.53. vnto the Lord thy Oaths. He that {weareth to his own|
Hurt, and changeth not, fhall abide in the Tabernack}
of the Lord, and dwell in his holy Hill. |

Mat 5. 34, Bur fwear not at all [vainly, and inconfiderately;]
35 neither by Heaven, for it is God’s Throne; nor by the |
James 5. 12. Earth, for it is his Footltool; [neither by any other
Mat- 5. 37. Oath:] but let your Communication be, Yea, yea;]
James 5.12. Nay, nay, [left ye fall into Condemnation :] for what- |
et 537 foever is fazid more than thefe, cometh of Evil. |
D:ot.23.2;. When thou fhalt vow a Vow unto the Lord|
¥ 23.  Fows. thy God, thou fhalt not e flack to pay it. That|
which is gone out of thy Lips, thou fhalt keep

y 21. and parform, according as thou haft promifed : For the
Eczh 5. 5. Lord thy GO D will furely require it of thee. Better

it is that thou fhouldft not vow, than that thou thouldf |
vow and not pay. -

2. Thy Vows are upon me, O God : I will render Prai
.25. fes unto thee. My Praife fhall be of thee in the great
Congregaiion s I will nay my Vows before them tha
{ear him. )

Take
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Take heed to yourfelves, left ye forget Dettt. 4. 23.
the Covenant of the Lord your GOD, Govenants.
which he commandeth you to perform, . v 13

even ten Commandments.

Blefled is the Man that joineth himfelf to the Lord 1. 56.2,6.
to ferve himy and taketh hold of his Covenant, the new Heb. 12, 4.
Covenant, of whicsr JESUS is the Mediaior.,

Come therefore, and let us join ourfelves unto the Jer so. 5.
Lord, in a perpetual Covenant that fhail not be for-

gotten.

4. Baptifin and the Lord's Supper.

JESUS commanded his Diftiples to teach Mat. 28. 1.

and baptize all Nations, in the Name of the Baptifin.

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghoft; and faid, Except a Man be born again of Wa. Johns.3, s
ter, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King-

dom of GOD. Repent ye therefore, and be baptized At 2. 38.
every one of you in the Name of JESUS Chrift, for

the Remiffion of Sins.

We are all baptized into one Bedy, and * have put 1Cor.12.13.
on Chrift : for + we are buried with him by Baptifin in- * G2 3- 27-
to Death; that like as Chrift was railed up from the TH0™ &+
Dead, by the Glory of the Father, even fo we alfo
fhould walk in Newnefs of Life. For he thatis thus v 7
dead, is freed from Sin. .

Suffer little Children to come unto Chrift, and for- Markro.14.
. bid them not: for of fuch is the Kingdom of GOD.

- Baptifm doth now fave us, (not the putting away of 19et. 3. 21.
 the Filth of the Fleth, but the Anfwer of a good Con-

fcience towards God), by the Refurrettion of JESUS

Ghrift,

If thou believelt with all thine Heart, thou maylt A&s 8. 37,
be baptized. Can any Man forbid Water, that thefe 3™
fhould not be baptized, which have received the Holy = = 4
Ghoft ?

The Lord JESUS, the fame Nighr in 1Cor.11.23,
which he was betrayed, took Bread: and The Lord's 24
when he had given Thanks, he brake it, Supper.
and gave it to his Dilciples, faying, Take, Mat. 26. 26.
eat ; this is my Body, which is given [and broken] for
you: This do in Remembrance of me. After the fame 1Cor.11.24,

manner %
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manner alfo he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and
Luke2s.20. §2ve it to them, faviog, Drink ye all of it; for thig
Cup is the New Teftament in my Blood, which is
fhed for you: This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in
1Cor.11.26. Remembrance of me: For as often as ye eat this Bread

and drink this Cup, ye do fhew the Lord's Death il

he come,
John 6. 43, JESUS faid to the ff'ws, I am the livmg Bread
51- which came down from Heaven : ¥ My Flefh is Meat

"¥ 55 indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed: [He faid like-
jobnts.1,g. wife fo them,] I am the Vine, ye are the Branches: [
ch. 6. 35. am the Bread of Life; he that cometh to me, fhall ne.
ver hunger; and he that believeth on me, {hall never
v 63. thirft, It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleth pro-
fiteth nothing: The Words that I fpeak unto you,

they are Spirit, and they arc Life,

5. Of keeping Days holy to the Lord,

Exod. 20. 8. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it
v 11. The Lerd's holy. For in fix Days the Lord made |
Day. Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that

in them is, and refted the feventh Day;
Gen. 2. 3. wherefore God blefled the feventh Day, and fandi-
fied it,
Afis20.7.  Upon the firft Day of the Week, * (which is called
"Rev. 1. to. the Lord’s Day), the Difciples of Chrif? came together
to break Bread, [and to join in other Afis af public
Worfhip, and _/jbzr:imf Edification. ]
15 $8.13.  Thou fbalt honour the Lord on his holy Day, not
domg thine own Ways, nor finding thine own Plea-
Exod23.12- fure, nor {peaking thine own Words, Six Days thou
faalt do thy Work, and on the feventh Day thou fhakt
reft : that thine Ox and thine Afs may reft, and the
Son of thy Hand-maid, and the Stranger may be re-
frefhed.
Col.2.16.  Let no Man judge you in refpelt of an Holiday,
or the new Moon, or of the Sabbath Days: And turn
Gal 4. 9,3, rwt again to the weak and beggarly Elements of the
10. World, /5 as tc obferve fuch Days, and Months, and
Times, and Years, as the Jews obferved.
Mat. 6. 16. When ve faft, be not as the Hypocrites,
Faft-days. of a fad Countenance: for they gisﬁgurc
their
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their Faces, that they may appear to Men to faft: But Mat. 6. 17,
thou, when thou fafteft, anoint thy Head, and wafh %

thy Face; that thou appear not unto Men to fafl, but

unto thy Father which is in fecret; and 4e {hall re-

ward thee openly.

Is this {uch a Faft as I have chofen, (faith the Lord,) If2- 58.5,6,
for 2 Man to bow down his Head as a Bulruth, and to 7
pread Sackcloth and Afhes under him ? Wilt thou call
this a Faft, and an acceptable Day to the Lord? Is not
this the Faft that I have chofen, to loofe-the Bands of
Wickednefs, to undo the heavy Burdens, and to let the
Opprefled go free, and that ye break every Yoke? Is it
not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou
bring the Poor that are caft out, to thy Houle? When
thou feeft the Naked, that thou cover them, and that
thou hide not thyfelf from thine own Fleth? Then 1y o.
fhalt thou call, and the Lord will an{wer: and they Ma. 5. 4
that mourn, fhall be comforted.

One Man efteemeth one Day above another: ano- Rom. 14. 5.
ther efteemeth every Day alike. One believeth that y 2.
he may eat all Things: another who is weak, eateth
Herbs, He that regardeth 4 Day, regardeth it unto the ¥ 6.
Lord ; and he that regardeth not the Day to the Lord,
he doth not regard it. Let every Man be fully per- ¥ s
fuaded in his own Mind: For he that doubteth, is y 23.
damned if he eat, becaufe he eateth not of Faith,

[from a full Perfuafion and free Confent of Mind ;]
and whatfoever is not of Faith, is Sin.

Every one of us fhall give an account of himfelf to Rom.14.12,
GOD: Let us not therefore judge [and condemn] one 13
another any more; but judge [or conclude] this ra-
ther, that no Man put a Stumbling-block, or an Oc-
cafion to fall in his Brother’s Way. For the King- y 17
dom of GOD is not Meat and Drink; but Righ-
teoufnefs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft.” Let ¥ 14
us therefore follow after Things which make for Peace,
and Things wherewith one may edify one another,

6. Of Public Worfhip.

The Apoftles affembled themfelves with the Church, Aas ;1. 26.
and taught much People; fpeaking unto them to Edi- 1Cor. 14. 3.
ication, and Exhortation, and Comfort, And they Ags 2. 42.

continued
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Adls 2. 46. continued fledfaftly in the Apoftles Doftrine and Fels
low(hip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers,
daily with one Accord in the Temple, and afterward;
from Houfe to Houfe,

Deat-31.12,  Gather the People together, Men, and Women, and

$3- Children, that they may hear, and learn, and fear the
Lord, and obferve to do all the Words of his Law:
and that their Children who have not known any
Thing, may hear and learn to fear the Lord their
G O D, as long as they live.

1z.56.1,7. Thus faith the Lord, My Houfe fhall be called 2

Rom.10.14» Houle of Prayer for all People. But how fhall Men
call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how fhall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how fhall they hear without a Preacher?

Jamest.19. Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, let every Man be

Eccl 5. 1. Mnore ready to hear, than to give the Sacrifice of Fools:
for they confider not that they do Evil

PL8g.7. G OD is greatly to be feared in the Affembly of the
Saints; and to be had in Reverence of all them that

Mat. 12.20. 2r¢ about him. For where two or three are gathered
together in his Name, there is he in the midft of them.

Heb 10.24, 4 herefore let us confider one another to provoke unto

25 Love and good Works: not forfaking the aflembling
of ourfelves together, as the Manner of fome is; who

2Tim. 4.3. after their own Lufts heap to themfelves Teachers,
having itching Ears.

1Cor.14.23.  When the whole Church is come together into one

y co. Place, let all Things be done decently, and in order:
v 33. for GOD is not the Author of Confufion, but of
y 2. Peace, in all the Churches of the Saints, * He that
{peaketh in an unknown Tongue, fpeaketh not unto

yve Men; for no Man underftandeth him. Except ye
utter Words eafy to be under{tood, how (hall it be
known what is fpoken? for ye thall fpeak unto the

y 12.  Air. If we pray in an unknown Tongue, the Under-
y 16. flanding is unfruitful. And how fhall the Unlearned
{ay Amen at thy giving of Thanks, feeing he under-

v 26.  ftandeth not what thou fayeft? Let all Things be done
v 34 to Edifying. 4nd let Women keep Silence in the
Churches: for it is not permitted unto them to {peak,

1Tim 2.12. [or teach others there,]

Unto
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Unto the Wicked GOD faith, What haft thou td Pfso.16,17
do to declare my Statutes, or that thou fhouldft take
my Covenant into thy Mouth? Seeing thou hateft In-
froftion, and cafteft my Words behind thee. Will ye Jer. 7.9,10,
fieal, murder, and commit Adultery, and fivear Falﬂy, 1.
and come and {tand btfore me in this Houle, which is
called by my Name? Is this Houfe become a Den of
Robbers in your Eyes? faith the Lord, Ye fhall reve- Lev. 19. 30,
rence my San&tuary, ..
Holinefs becometh thine Houfe, O Lord, for ever. Pf o3- 5.
1will go te the Houfe of GOD, with the Voice of L 42- 4.
Joy and Praife, with a Maltitude that keep Holiday.
[ will give thee Thanks, O Lord, in the great Gongre- Pf- 35. 18,
pation : T will praife thee among much People;  Lord, Pf 26. 8.
[ have loved the,Habitation of thy Houfe, and the
Place where thine -Honour dwelleth. I was glad when P 122. 1,
they faid unto.me, Let us go into the Houle of the
Lord. How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord Pf 84 1

of Hofts! A Day in thy Courts is better than a thou- ¥ 1o0:
fand. |

CHAP. VIL

Concerning the Duty of Men towards one another.

]

S

By
k
?l. r

ll’

| § 1. Fuffice.

ALL Things whatloever ye would that Men fliould Mat. 7. r2.
do unto you, do ye even {o to them: for this iz

the Law and the Prophets. For to do Jultice and Prov. 21. 3.

Judgrhent, is moré atceptable to the Lord than Sa-

crifice, -

If a Man be juft, and do that which is lawful and Ezek. 18. 5.
right; and hath not opprefled any, .bot reftored to the ¥ 7,8, .
Debtor his Pledge, hath (poiled none by Violence;
Withdrawn his Hand from Iniquity, and hath executed
troe Judgment between Man and Man; he {hall furely
live, faith the Lord. But 4ll that do unrighteoufly, Dent.25.16.
are an Abomination unto him.

Render to all their Due: Tribute to whom Tribute Rom. 13. =

L. , s -
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is due, Coftom to whom Cuftom, Fear to whom Fey
Zech. 7.10. and Honour to whom Honour #s due, And let nnn;
of you imagine Evil againft his Brother in your Hea,
1Cor-6.7,8. Why do ye not rather take Wrong, than do Wrong
Col. 3.25. to your Brethren ? He that doth Wrong, fhall receiv
for the Wrong which he hath done.

Particular Kinds of Injuftice forbid.

Exod.2a.13. Thou fhalt not kill. * Whofo {heddet}
* Gen. 9. 6- Afurder. Man’s Blood, by Man fhall his Blood be fhed:
Num.35.30- for in the Image of God made he Man. The

Muorderer (hall be put to Death by the Mouth of Wit
neffes; but one Witnefs fhall not teftify againft any
Perfon to caule him to die.
Fxodatzo. If a Man fmite his Servant, and he die under his
Deat.19.11. Hand, he thall be furely punifhed: And if any Man
hate his Neighbour, and rife vp againft him, and [mite
Nom-35.31- him mortally, that he die, ye fhall take no Satisfaction
for the Life of the Murderer, but he fhall be furely
" Exod.22.2. put to Death, But if a Thief be found breaking up,
and be {mitten that he die, there fhall no Blood be

Deur. 15. 6. (hed for him ; the Slayer is not worthy of Death, inal:
much as he hated him not in Time patt.

oUE: P He that {miteth his Father, or his Mo-

=xrs Striking. ther, fhall furely be put to Death.

7 38, tg. 1f Men ftrive together, and one {mite another,
and he die not, but keepeth his Bed: If he rife a-
gain, and walk abroad upon his Staff; then fhall he
that fmote him be quit; only he fhall pay for the
Lofs of his Time, and fhall caufe him to be throughly
hezled.

Lev.2419.  If a Man caufe a Blemifh in his Neighbour; ss he
Erod.21.24 hath done, {o fhall it be done unto him: Thou fhak

25. give Eye for Eye, Tooth for Toeoth, Hand for Hand,
Foot for Foot, Wound for Wound, Stripe for Stripe,

Dext. 27.24- Curfed s he that fmiteth his Neighbour fecretly.

Exed.20.14. Thon fhalt not commit Adultery. And.

Lev. 2030 Adultery. if any Man commit Adultery with another

Man's Wife, the Adulterer and the Adul-

Num. 5- 27- terefs fhall furely be put to Death; fhe fhall be a Guikt
among her People,

Frov.6.32  Whofo committeth Adultery with a Woman, lackl-
' eii
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oh Underftanding; and deftroyeth his own Soul. A Prov. 6. 33.

wound and Difhonour (hall he get, and his Reproach
fall not be wiped away.

Thou fhalt not fteal; nor * rob thy Neigh- Exod.20.15.
bour. + If a Man (hall fteal an Ox, or a Stealing, ;é:::dlzz‘f
Sheep, and kill 1t, or fell it, he fhall reftore e

five Oxen for an Ox, and four Sheep for a Sheep. If  ,.
the Theft be found in his Hind, he fhall reftore double.

If a Thief be found breaking up, he fhall make full y 2.3
Reftitation 3 and if he have nothing, he fhall be {old

for his Theft.

Whofo robbeth his Father, or his Mother, and faith, Prov.28.24.
It is no Tranfgreflion; the fame is the Companion of a
Deltroyer.

Let him that {tole, fteal no more: but rather let him Eph. 4 28.
lbour, working with his Hands the Thing which is
s00d, that he may have to give him that needeth,

Do violence to no Man: and * exalt no Luke 3. 14.
more than that which is appointed you. Oppreffion. * ¥ 13
Gpprefs not the Widow, nor the Father- Zech. 7. 10.
lefs, the Stranger, nor the Poor; nor an hired Servant Deut.24.14,
that Is poor and needy: At his Day thou fhalt give 5
him his Hire, for he is poor, and fetteth his Heart up-
on it: lelt he cry againdt thee unto the Lord, and 1t be
Sin unto thee.

If thou fell ought unto thy Neighbour, or buyell Lev. 25. 14.
ought of him, ye fhall not opprefs ohe another. He Prov.14:31.
that opprefleth the Poor, reproacheth his Maker, and ch.22.16.
fall furely come to Want; and he that by Ulury and Prov. 28. 8.
unjuft Gain increafes his Subftance, fhall gather it for
thema that will pity the Poor.

Wo to him that increafeth that which is not his; or Hab. 2. 6.
bath greedily gained of his Neighbours by Extortion : Ezck.22.12.
for neither ‘Thieves nor Extortioners fhall inherit the 1Cor. 6. xo.
Kingdem of GOD.

Let no Man defranud his Brother in any 1 Thef, 4. 6.
Matter, becaufe the Lord is the Avenger of all Fraud.
fuch. Ye fhall do no Unrighteoufnefs in Mete- Lev. 19. 35
yard, in ‘Weight, or in Meafure, neither deal fallly: W 11
*But thou fhalt have a perfett and jult Weight and * Deut. 25.
leafiore : for all that do unrighteoufly in fuch Things, 15 3%
e an Abomination unto the Lord.

L2 If
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1cv.6.2,3, If a Soul fin, and commit a Trefpafs againft thy

11 5- Lord, and lie unto his Neighbour, in that which wys
delivered him to keep, or in Fellowthip, or in a Thing
taken away by Violence, or hath deteived his \'e:nh
bours or hath found that which. was loft, and lieth
concerning it, and-fweareth falfly : In any.of all thef;
that a Man doth, becaufe he hath finned, and is guil.
tv, he fhall reftore thar which he took violently away,
or the Thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, o
which was delivered him to keep, or the lolt Thing.
which he found; all that about which be hath fivon
fallly, he fhall reffore it in the Principal, and fhall add
the fifth Part more thereto, and give it unto him to.
whom it appertameth '

Mal 2. 15, Have not we all one Father? hath not one GOD

created us? Why do we deal treacherouﬂy every | Man,
.againit his Brother?

Exod.2z.16. Thou (halt not bear falfe Witnefs againit
ch. =3. 1. Falje IFif- thy Neighbour :. nor. put thine H:md with

nefs. the Wicked to be an unrighteous Witneks;
Lake 3. 14 neither accufe any falily.

Deu.1ga6.  If a falle Witnefs rile up again{t any Man to tefli
v 18, 19. fy againft him that which 1s wrong, the Judges (hall
make diligent [nquifition: and behold, if the Witnels
be a falfe Witnefs, and hath rteftified fallly againft his
Brother, then fhall they do unto him, as he thought tol
have done onto his Brother. '
Lev. 19. 15. Ye (hal]l do no Unnghteouﬁefs in Judg
Deunt. 16. 20, ITrong ment: but that which is altogether jft
19- }udgﬂwﬂf fhalt thou follow. Thou fhalt not wreh
Judment, nor refpeét Perfons, neither take
a Gift: for a Gift doth blind the Eyes of the Wil

and pervert the Words.of the Righteous.
Esod.23.2.  Thou fhalt not follow a Multitude to do Evil; bu
Jei- 7- 5+ throaghly execute Judgment between a Man :1nd his
Prov.17-15- Neighbour. For he that juftifieth the Wicked, and ke
that condemneth the Juft, even they both are an Abo

mination to the Lord.

Fxod.20.17. Thou fhalt not covet thy Neigh
Coveting what bour’s Houfe, nor his Wife, nor anf
Muzh 2. 1. 75 guother’s.  Thing that is thy Neighbour’s, Woto
them that devile Iniquity, and work F-i
v




of 2 CHRISTTAN. 65

vil upon thieir Beds: who covet Fields, and take them Micah 2. 2
by Violence; and Houfes, and take them away.

§ 1L, Candour.

JUDGE [and condemn] not, that ye “Mat. 7. 1, 2.
be'not judged. For with what jndgment In judging, |
ve judge, ye fhall be judged. Therefore John 7. 24.

judge not according to the Appearance, but judge
ighteous Judgment: for we fhall all {tand before the Rom.14.10:
Judgmeni-feat of Chrift.

But why doft thou judge thy Brother? Who art ¥ 4
thou that judgelt another Man’s Servant? to his own
Mafter he ftandeth or falleth. Let us not therefore ¥ 13-
judge one another any more. Charity thinketh no 1Cor-13.4:5-
Evil: it believeth all Things, hopeth all Things [that ¥ 7.
are good af‘arber;] . and rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but ¥ 6.
rejoiceth in the Truth,

Why bzholdeft thou. the Mote that is in thy Bro- Mat. 7. 3.
ther’s Eye, but confidereft not the Beam that is in thine
own Eye? Thou Hypocrite, firft caft the Beam out of | ¥ 5
thine own, and then fhalt thou f{ee clearly to caft the
Mote out of thy Brother’s Eye.

Speal\ not evil one of another, Bre- James 4. 11,

thren: For Revilers fhall not inherit the In fpeaking. 1Cor. 6. ro.
Kingdom of G OD.

Whofo privily flandereth his Neighbour, or watch- Pf. ter. &

eth for Iniquity, fhall be ct off : and they that make a 1f. 29. 20,
Man an Offender for a Word. 21,

Thou fhalt not raife a falfe Report : * nor {peak evi] Exod. 23. 1.
of gny Man. + He that covereth a Tran{greflion, feek-" Tt 3- 2.
cth Love; but he that repeateth a Matter, {eparateth Throv.17.9.
very Friends.

Lord, who fhall abide in thy Tabernacle? He that Pt 15. 1. 3.
backbiteth not with his Tongue, nor taketh up a Re-
proach againft his Neighbour, -

§III. Truth and Stucerity.

LAY afide all Guile and Hypocrify; * {peaking the 1Pet. 2. 1.
Truth in Love: and { lie not one to another; ﬁ:emg ; Eph. 4. 15.

Col.
that ye have put off the old Man with his Deeds. He Prov.s. ..?4.

that
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that hateth, diffembleth with his Lips, and layeth up

PL 28. 5,3. Deceit within him: but the Lord fhall deftroy then
which fpeak Peace to their Neighbours, while Mifchief
1s in their Hearts.

Eph.4.25.  Wherefore patting away Lying, Ipeak every Mag
Truth with his Neighbour; for we are Members

Prov.12.19. one of another. The Lip of Truth fhall be eft.
blithed for ever: but a lying Tongue is but for 2
Moment.

Prov.26.28, A flattering Mouth worketh Ruin. * As a Madman

* v 18, 19. who cafteth Fire-brands, Arrows, and Death: {o is the
Man that deceiveth his Neighbour, and faith, Am not
I in Sport?

Iz 57. 1. Of whom haft thou been afraid, that thou haft lied,
and haft not remembered me, (faith the Lord,) nor laid

Rev. 21. 8. it to thy Heart? All Liars fhall have their Part in the
Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimf{tone.

§ IV. Honour and Refpelt.

Pil2.3.  LET nothing be done through Strife, or Vain-
olory, but in Lowline(s of Mind, let each efteem o-

Rem. 2.0 thers better than himfelf; in Honour preferring one
another.

iPet. 5. Ye Younger fubmit yourfelves unto the Elder ; [Rife

Lev. 19. 32. up before the hoary Head, and honour the Face of the
old Man:] yea, all of you be fubjet one to another,
and be clothed +with Humility.

tPet. 2. 17. Honour all Men: but * let us not accept any Man’s

*Job3z.21. Perfon, neither let us give flattering Titles unto Man,

jude 16.  having Megs Perfons in Admiration, becaufe of Ad-

James 2. . vantage: If ye thus have refpet to Perfons, ye ccm-
mit Sin.

Prov. 28. 4. They that forfake the Lord, praife the Wicked : fut

ch. 12.26. the Righteous are more excellent: In whole Eyes 2

PL 15 4 vile Perfon is contemned; but they honour them that
fear the Lard.

§ V. Love and Charity.

1Pt .8 ABOYVE all Things have fervent Charity among
Rem.12.10. Jourfelves, and be kindly affeted one to another, with
brotherly
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brotherly Love. By this fhall all Men know that ye john13.35.
are Chriff’s Dilciples, if ye have Love one to another.

Let us not love in Word only, neither in Tongue, 1John3.18.
but in Deed and in Truth: that is, thou fhalt love thy Rom. 3. o
Neighbour as thyfelf,

Ye yourfelves are taught of GOD to love one ano- 1Thef. 4.
ther, And this Gommandment have we from him, 1John 4. 21.
that he who loveth G QO D, love his Brother alfo. See 1Pet. 1. 22,
then that ye love one another with a pure Heart fer-
vently; for Charity is the End of the Commandment, 1Tim. 1. 5.
and the Fulfilling of the Law. Rom. 13.10.

Though I {peak with the Tongues of Men and of iCor 13. 1,
Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as found- 2 3:
ing Brafs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And though I have
he Gift of Prophecy, and underftand all Myfteries,
and 2ll Knowledge ; and though I have all Faith, fo
that I could remove Mountains, and have no Chari-
ty, [ am nothing. And though I beftow all my Goods
to feed the Poor, and give my Body to be burned, and
lave not Charity, it profiteth me nothing.

Gharity fuffereth long, and is kind: Charity envieth ¥ 4, 5,7
not; Charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puffed up,
doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, fecketh not her own,
is not eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil, beareth all
Things, believeth all Things, hopeth all Things, en-
dureth all Things.

Let all your Things be done with Cha- 1Cor. 16,145
fity, and by Love ferve one another. Doing Good, Ga. . 13.
Ye are the Body of Chrift; which GOD 1Cor.12.27-
hath /o tempered together, that there fhould be no yr24,25:26.
Schifm in the Body; but that the Members fhould
have the fame Care one for another. And whether
one Member f{uffer, all the Members fuffer with it: or
one Member be honoured, all the Members rejoice
with it,

As we have therefore Opportunity, let us do good Gal. 6. 1e.
into all Men, efpecially unto them who are of the
Houfehold of Faith, And as every Man hath recei- 1pet, 4. 10.
wed the Gift, even fo minifter the fame one to ano-
gler, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace of

OD.

To do good, and to communicate, forget not: for meb.r3. 16,

with



63 The whole Fattu and Duty

Mat. 5. 4¢: with fuch Sacrifices God is well pleafed.. Do goof |
to them that hate you, blefs them that curfe you, and
pray for them that defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute

1Pet. 3. 9. you: not rendering Evil for Evil, or Railing for

Luke 6. 33, Railing, but contrariwife, Blefling. If yc do good to

3435+ them only that do good to you, what Thanks have
ye? for Sinners alfo do the fame. And if ye lend to
them of whom ye hope to receive, what Thanks have
ye? for Sinners alfo lend to Sinners, to receive a
much again. But do ye good, and lend, hoping fo
nothing again: and your Reward fhall be great, and
ye fhall be the Children of the Higheft: for he is

Rom.12-21. kind to the Unthankful, and to the Evil. Therefore
be not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil wil
Good.

Eph. 432 . Be ye kind one to another, tender-heart.
Fergiving ed, forgiving one another, even as God for

Col3-12,13. Injuries. Chrift's fake hath forgiven you. And pu

on Bowels of Mercies, Kindnefs, Meeknels,
Long-{uffering ; forbearing one another, if any Ma
have a Quarrel againft any, even as Ghrift forgave yoy,
{o alfo do ve.

Rom12.19.  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourfelves, and recom:
p :;‘“_ penfe to no Man Evil for Evil. The Difcretion of 2
""" Man deferreth his Anger: and it is his Glory to pak

over a Tran{greflion. .
Mat. 6. 14, If ye forgive Men their Trefpalles, your heavenly
h Father will alfo forgive you : but if ye forgive not Nien

their Trefpafles, neither will your Fathér forgive you
- Trefpafles.

§ VI. DMercy and Compaffion.

Luke 6. 35 . BE ye merciful, as your Father alfo is merciful:
tPet. 3. 8. having Compaffion onc of another. Love as bre
thren, be pitiful, be courtcous. :
G.. 6.2 Bear ye one another’s Burdens, and fo fulfil the Lav
s Thef 5.15. of Chrift. Comfort the Fecble-minded: fupport the
James 1.27. Weak: be patient towards all Men. Pure Religion
is this, to vifit the Fatherlefs and Widows in their
Afi&tion.
Heb.i3.3. Remember them that are in Bonds, as boundlwiih
them:
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tets and them which fuffer Adverfity, as being
yourfelves allo in the Body. Bleffed are the Merciful, Mat. 5. 7.
for they (hall obtain Mercy.
. he mertciful Man doth good unto his own Soul: Prov.rr.17.
but he that is cruel, troubleth his own Fleth.-
~ Charge them that are rich in this World, that they 1Tim.6.17,
lo Good, that they be rich in good Works, ready to 1% 19

diftribute, willing to communicate; laying up in ftore
for themfelves a good Foundation againit the Time to

come.
Whofo hath thié Woarld’s Goods, anid {eeth his Bro- 1John3.17.

ther have Need, and fhutteth up his Bowels of Com-
paffion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in
him ?

Let every one of you lay by hita in ftore; as God 1Cor 16. 2.
hath profpered him. He which foweth {paringly, fhall 2Cor.s- 6,7
teap alfo fparingly : and he Which foweth bountitully,
fall reap alfo bountifully. Every Man according as
he purpofeth int his Heart, fo let him give; not arud-
singly, or of Neecflity; for God loveth 2 chearful
Giver.

. Heé that giveth, let him do it with Simplicity; he Rom. 12. 8
that fheweth Mercy, with Chearfulnels. And take Mat6.1,2,
heed that ‘'ye do. ndt your Alms before Meny to be ¥

ten of them, that ye may have Glory of Men: but let

thine’ Alms be in fecret; and thy Father which feeth

in fecret, thall reward thee openly.

When thou makeft a Feaft; call the Poor, the Maim- Luke 14.13,
e, the Lame, and the Blind, for they cannot recom- 4
venfe thee; But thou fhalt be recompenfed at the
Refurreftion of the Juft. God is not unrighteous to Heb. 6. 1o,
forget your Work and Labour of Love; which ye
have fhewed towards his Name, in that ye have mi-
niftered to his Servants, when ye faw them an hun- Mat. 25 44
ored. or athitft, or Strangers, or haked, or fick, or
in Prifon: For when the Son of Man fhall come in ¥ 3t
his Glory, he fhall fay unto you, In as muoch as ye V¥ 4o
have)done thus unto thefe my Brethren, ye have donc
it unto me. And they fhall go into Life eternal. But ¥ 4%
he Mall have Judgment without Mercy that hath {hew- james 2-13.

¢l no Mercy.,
73 - § V1L
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§ VIL Decce and Union.

Rom.iz.19. FOLLOW -after the Thinga. which make fgr
Titus 3. 2. Peace: fhewing all Mecknefs unto all Men. Ope i
Mat- 23- 8. your Mafler, even Chrift, and all ye are Brethren §
1Thel 5.13. Therefore be at Peace among yourfelves: and let o)1
Eph. 2. 31. Bitternefs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, apd]

Evil-fpcaking, be put away from you, with all M.

lice.

1Pet. 3.8 Be ye all of one Mind; * endeavouring to keep}

* Frh. 4. 3, the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. There|

5 6 is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm, one God and|

Poil 1. =>. Father of all: Therefore let us ftand faft in one Spi.

rit, with one Mind, ftriving together for the Faith of]

the Gofpel.

Fhil. 3.16.  Let us walk by the fame Rule: For * if any M|

* 1 Tim. 6 teach otherwile, and confent not to wholefome Words, |

3% eyen the Words of our Lord JESUS Chrift, and to

the Doétrine which is according to Godlinefs; he is)

proud, doting about Queftions and Strifes of Words, |

whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmi-]

fings, and perverfe Difputings. | .

G:l.5.15.  1f ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye|

James 3. 16. be not confumed one of another: for where Envying|

and Strife is, there is Confufion, and every evil Work,

1Thef;.11. Study then to be quiet, and to do your own Bufinels:]

Rem. 22.48. And if it be poffible, as much as'lieth- in you, live
peaceably with all Men.

Gal.3.22. Ye are all one in Chrilt JESUS; * and every one
':%_?h’f;*“- s- Members one of another. 1§ If therefore .there be 2ny
+ Fhl. 2. g

.. ?Confolation in Chrilt, if any Comfort of Love, “if any
Fellowthip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies;
be ye like-minded, having the fame Love; and being

Rem. 15 ¢. of one Accord; that ye may with one Mind, ard with
one Mouth, glorify GOD, even the Father of aur
Lord JESUS Chrift. - | |

.Cor.3.3,..  Whereas there is among you Envying, and Strife
and Divifions; are ye not carnal, and walk as ‘Men!

ch. 1. 12, For while one faith, I am of Pax/, and another, I am

che3...  OF Apollos, and 1 of Cephas, and 1 of Chrift; are
¢h 1. 13 not carnal? Is Chrift divided? was Paa/ crucified fm;
- §ou’

ok )
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you? Or were ye baptized in the Name of Paul?

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollss, but Minifters 1Cor 3. 5.
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to e-

very Man? Let us not be defirous of Vain-glory, pro- Gal. 5. 26.
voking one another, envying one another. This Wif- James 3. 15.
lom defcendeth not from above, but is earthly, fen-

fial, devilith: But the Wildom that is from above, is ¥ 17.
peaceable, gentle, and ealy to be intreated.

There muft be Herefies [and Divilions] among 1Cor.11.18,
you; ¥ but wo unto them through whom thefe Of- 19
fences come. + Follow Righteoufnefs, Faith, Chari- , T o
ty, Peace, with all them that call on the Lord out of 23 2;.

2 pure Heart, Bur foolith and unlearned Queftions

woid, knowing that they do gender Strife.. Every Mat. 12. 25
Kingdom divided againft itfelf, is brought to Defo-

lation ; therefore {trive not about Words to no Profit, 2Tim.2.14.
but (en the contrary) to the fubverting of the Hear-

ers. 'The Servant of the Lord muft not firive, but be ¥ 24
gentle unto all Men; and to the weak, bccome as 1Cor.g. 22.
weak, and [pleafe all Men in all Things]; that he ch. 10 33.
may by all Means fave fome., Brethren, be ye Fol- Phil 3. 17.
lowers together of me, (fays St Paul/), and mark them

which walk fo, as ye have us for an Enfample. As Gal 6. 16.
many as walk according to this Rule, Peace be on

them, and Mercy. Blefled are the Peace-makers, for Mat. 5. o.
they {fhall be called the Children of G OD.

§ VIII. Edification.

- LET every one of us pleafe his Neighbour for his Rom. 55. 2.
Good to Edification ; not feeking our own Profit, but 1Cor.10.33.
the Profit of many, that they may be faved. All Things ¥ 23.
lindifferent] are lawful for me, but all Things edify

not. Let us follow after the Things wherewith one Rom.14.19
may edify another.

Brethren, if any of you do err from James §. 19,
the Faith, and one convert himy let him By Infiruc- 20
know, that he which converteth the Sin- tion,
ner from the Error of his Way, fhall
fave a Soul from Deathe Therefore have Compaflion Heb- 5 2
on the Ignorant, and on them that are out of the
Way; for that ye yourfelves alfo are compafled with

M2 Infirmity.,
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Mat. 7.6, Infirmity. Buot give not that which is holy unto thy |
Dogs, neither caflt ye your Pearls before Swine, left

Jer. 6. 0. they trample them under their Feet. Behold, the Word
of the Lord is to them a Reproach, they have no De. }
light in it

Lokerr.s2.  Wo unto you fhaf have taken away the Key of

Mar.23- 13. Knowledge ; for ye thut up the Kingdom-of Heaven j. |

Luke1r.52. gainft Men: Ye entered not in yourfelves, and ther; §
that were entering in, ye hindered.

Heb. 3. 13. Exhort one another daily, left any of yoy §

Admoni- be hardened through the Deceitfulnefs of |
=TheL 3.14, #1011, Sin. And if any Man obey not the Word j
15 of GOD, note that Man, and have no §

Company with him, that he may be alhamed. Yer |

count him not as an Enemy, but admonith him as 3
Brother, ‘

»

Rom.15.14. Ye that are full of Goodnefs, and filled with all §
1 Thet 5.14. Knowledge, admoniflh one another; and warn them |
Heb. 10. 24. that are unruly, to provoke unto Love and to good ¥
Works.
Gil. 6, 1. If a Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye which |
Reproof. are {piritual, reftore fuch a one in the Spirit
of Mceknefs; confidering thyfelf, left thou §
Lev. 16.17- alfo be tempted. Thou fhalt in any wile rebuke thy §
Neighbour, and not fuffer Sin upon him. -'-
Prov.28.23.  He that rebuketh a Man, afterwards thall find more §
ch. 27. 5,6. Favour than he that flattereth with the Tongue. 0O- §
pen Rebuke is better than fecret Love: For faithful §
ch.17.10. are the Wounds of a Friend. A Reproof entercth |
more into 2 wile Man, than a hundred Stripes into 2 §
Fool. - -
1Cor.1o-32. Give none Offence, neither to the Jrus, |
Civing ns nor to the Gentiles, nor 1o the Church of |
ck. 2.9. Gffence, God: But take heed, lelt by any Means
your Liberty become a Stumbling-block w0 |
them that are weak. \
Rom.14.21. ]t is pood neither to cat Fleth, nor to drink Wine, |
nor do any Thing, whereby thy Brother {tumbleth, or |
1Cor. 8,12. is offended, [and led into Sin]. When ye fin fo againlt
the Brethren, and wound their weak Confcience, ye fin
Rom.14.15. acainft Chrift, and walk not charitably. ’
Hab. 2. r;. WO unio him that giveth his Neighbour Drink ; th]i;
* puticit
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putteﬂ thy Bottle to him, and makeft him drunken, Let Rom.14.13.
a0 Man put a Stumbling-block (or an Occafion to fall)
in his Brother’s Way.

Be thowr an Fxample of the Believers, in 1 Tim. 4. 12.
Word, in Converfation, in Charity, in Spi- Sefting a
fit, in Faith, in Purity.  And let your Light good Ex- Mat. 5. 16.
(o fhine before Men, that they may {ee your anple.
good. Works, and glorify your Father which
15 in Heaven.

6 IX. The Relative Duties,

\. OF Hufbands and Wives.

A Man fhall leave his Father and Mo- Mat. 19. S
ther, and f(hall cleave unto his Wife: for Hufbands. y 4
he which made them at the Beginning,
made them Male and Female; and faid, They thall
be one Fleth. What therefore GOD hath joined to- y 6.
gether, let no Man put afunder.

Hufbands, love your Wives, and be not bitter a- Col. 3. 19.
gainft them ; but dwell with them according to Xnow- rPet. 3. 2
ledge, giving Honour unto the Wife, as unro the
weaker Veflel, and as being Heirs together of the
Grace of Life.

Let every one of you, in particular, fo love his Eph. s 33.
Wife even as himfelf; as Chrift alfo loved the Church, ¥ 2s.
and gave himfelf for it: So ought Men to love their ¥ 28
Wives, even as their own Bodies: He that loveth his
Wife, loveth himfelf; (for they are no more twain, Mat 9. 6.
but one Fleth:) and no Man ever bated his own Fleth, Eph. 5. 29.
but nouritheth and cherifneth it, even as the Lord 4ot/
the Church.

Take heed to your Spirit, and let none deal treach- Mal. 2. 55, °
croufly againft the Wife of his youth; for fheis thy y 14
Companion, and the Wife of thy Covenant,

Wives, fubmit yourfelves unto your own Eph. 5. 22,
Huofbands, as unto the Lord: for the Huiband Wives. 2324
is the Head of the Wife, even as Chrift is the .

Head of the Ghurch. Therefore as the Church is {ub-

jeét unto Chrift, fo let the Wives be to their own Huf-
bands in every Thing.

Let the Wife fce that fhe reverence her Hufband; ¢ 35
and
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4Tim.2.11, and learn in Silence with all Subjeftion. The Wo.
2 man 75 not to tcach, nor to uflurp Authority over the
Vv 9, to- Dan, but to be i Silence. Let Women adorn then.
fclves in modeft Apparel, with Shamefacednefs, So.
briety, [and good Works]; not with Gold or Pearls,
sPet. 3.4 or coflly Aray; but letr their Adorning be. in th
Heart, in that which is not corruprible, even the Or
nament of a meck and quiet Spirit, which is in the
Sight of GOD of great Price.
Prov.19.14. A prudent Wife is from the Lord. The Heart of
<b-31-13,12- her Hufband doth fafely truft in her: She will do him
¥36,27,38. gcod, and not evil, all the Days of her Life: She o-
peneth her Mouth with Wifdom, and in her Tongue
15 the Law of Kindnels: She looketh well to the Ways
of her Houfehold, and eateth not the Bread of Idle.
nefs. Her Children riie up, and call her blefled ; her
Prov. 12. 4. Hufband alfo, and he praifeth her. For a virtuous
- Woman is a Crown to her Hufband.

n

2. Parents and Children.

Prov. 25, 6. Train vp a Child in the Way he fhould
Parents. go: and when he is old, he will not depart .

from 1t.
Eph.6.4.  Ye Fathers, provoke not your Children to Wrath;

Col.3.21. [left they be difcouraged], but bring them up in the

Prov.19.18. Norture and Admonition of the Lord. Chaften thy
Son [betimes] while there is Hope, and let not thy

ch. 22.15. Soul fpare for his Crying: For Foolifhne(s is bound in

ch.29.15. the Heart of a Child; bur the Rod and Reproof give
\Wifdom.

Dewt.o.6,7. The Words which GOD hath commanded you,
ve (hall lay up in your Heart, And thou fhalt teach
them diligently unto thy Children, and talk of them
when thou fitteft in thine Houfe, and when thou walk-
eft by the Way, and when thou lieft down, and when
thou rifeft ap.

1Tim. 5. 8. 1f any provide not for thofe of his own Houfe, he
hath denied the Faith, and is worfe than an Infidel.

2Cor.12.14. The Children onght not to luy up for the Parents,
Cunlefs they be poor) ; but the Parents for the Children.

A T S Children, obey your Parents in the Lord:
Cal, 3. z0. 7% for this is right, and well-pleafing to him.

Fonoui
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tlonour thy Father and thy Mother, (which is the firlt Eph. 6. 2, 34

commandment with Promife), that it may be well

with thee, and thou mayft live long-on the Earth, :
My Son, hear. the ‘Inftruction of thy Father, and Prov. 1. 8.

frfake not the Law of thy Mother. "Whofo curfeth ch, zo. 20,

his Father, or his Mother, his Lamp fhall be pat out

it obfcure Darknels.

2. Maflers and Servants.

Mafters, give unto your Servants that Col. 4. 1.
which is juft and equal, knowing that ye al-  Afgflers.
(o have a Mafter in Heaven ; neither is there . Eph. 6. .

Refpet of Perfons with him. :
Ye thall not rule over one another with Rigour; nor Lev. 25. 46.
defpife the Caufe of thy Servant. Did not he that Job 31 13
made thee in-the Womb, make him? and did not one 5
fathion us all in the Womb?
Wo unto him that ufeth his Neighbour’s Service, Jen 22. 13
without Wages, and giveth him not for his Work. :
Servants, be obedient to them that are Eph6.5,6,7,
your Mafters, according to the Fleth; not Servants. s
with Eye-fervice, as Men-pleafers, but in
Singlencfs of Heart, fearing GO D: with Gooed-will
doing Service, as to the Lord, and not to Men : know-
ing that whatfoever good Thing any Man doth, the
fame fhall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond
- orfree. |
Servants, be fubje&t to your Mafters with all Fear, 1Pet. 2. 18.
- not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the fro-
ward: and pleafe them well in all Things; not an- Tit.2.g,10.
fwering again, not purloining; but {hewing all good
Fidelity ; as the Servants of Chrift, doing the Will of Eph. 6. 6.
GOD from the Heart. -

t

4. ﬂfﬁgi[t‘rm'es and Subjelts.

If there be a Controverly between " Deut. 25. ;'
Men, and they come to Judgment, that Magiftrates.
the Judges may judge them, then they .
fhall juftify the Righteous, and condemn the Wick-
ed. Wo unto them -that decree vnrighteous Decrees, 15, 10. 1, 2,
- and write Grievoufhefs, which they have prelcribed,

10 turn afide the Needy from Judgment, and to take
away
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-1Tim.2.11, and lezrn in Silence with all Subje®tion. The ‘Wo-
He man 15 not to teach, nor to vfurp Authority over the
v 9, 10- DMan, but to be ia Silence. ILet Women adorn them-

felves in modeft Apparel, with Shamefacednefs,‘ So-
briety, [and good Works]; not with Gold or Pearls,
sPet. 3.4 or coftly Aray; but Jer their Adorning be. in the
eart, in that which is not corrupiible, even the. Or-
nament of a meck and quiet Spirit, which is'in the
Sight of GOD of grear Price. -

Prov.19.1¢. A prudent Wife is from the Lord. The Heart of

¢b-31.13,12- her Hufband doth fafely truft in her: She will do him

¥ 26,27,:8 good, and not evil, all the Days of her Life: She o-

peneth her Mouth with Wifdom, and in her Tongue

1 - 15 the Law of Kindpefs: She looketh well to the Ways

of her Houfechold, and eateth not the Bread of Idle-
nels.  Her Children riie up, and call her blefled ; her

Prov. 12. 5. Hufband alfo, and he praifeth her. For a virtuous

-Woman is a Crown to her Hufband.

b |

2, Parents and Children.

P-cr 22. 6. Train up a Child in the Way he fhould
Parents. go: and wken he is old, he will not depart
from it. :

Epb.6.4.  Ye Fathers, provoke not your Children to Wrath ;

Col.3.21. [left they be -difcouraged], butr bring them up in the

Prov.1g.18. Nourture and Admonition of the Lord. Chaften thy

Son [betimes] while there is Hope,..and let not thy

ch. 22.15. Soul fpare for his Grying: For Foolifhnefs is bound in

<h.29.55. the Heart of a Child; but the Rod and Reproof give
.. - Wifdom.

Dentc.6,7. The Words which GOD hath commanded you,
ve {hall lay up in your Heart. And thou fhalt teach
them diligently unto thy Children, and talk of them
when thon fitteft in thine Houfe, and when thon walk-
eft by rne Way, and when tkou lieft down, and when

, thou rileft up. . ~

1Tim. 5-8.  If any provide not for thofe of his own Houfe, he
hath denied the Faith, and is worfe than an Inhdel.

2Cor.12.14. The Children ought not to lay up for the Parents,
(unlefs they be poor) ; but the Parents for the Children.

Egh-6r oy Children, obey your Parents in the Lord:
Cdd. 320, % for this is right, and well-pleafing to him.
Honous
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Honour thy Father and thy Mother, ‘(which is the firlk Eph. 6. 2, 30

Commandment with Promife), that it may be well

with thee, and thou maylt live long-on the Earth, *
My, Son, hear. the ‘Inftru&tion of thy Father, and Prov. 1. 8.

forfake not the Law of thy Mother. Whofo curfeth e, 20. 10,

his Father, or his Mother, his Lamp fhall be put out
it obfeure Darknels.

3. Maflers and Servants.

Mafters, give unto your Secrvants that
which is juft and equal, knowing that ye al-  Afgffers,
fo have a Mafter in Heaven neither is there . Eph. 6. o
Refpedt of Perlons with bim. ;

Ye fhall not rule over one another with Rigour; nor Lev. 25. 46
defpife the Caufe of thy Servant. Did not he that Job 31. 13
made thee in-the. Wamb, make him? and did not one 5
fathion us af/ 11 the '\’V’mnb"l :

Wo unto him that ofeth his Neighbour’s Service, Jer 22. 13
without Wages, and giveth him not for his Work, ‘

Servants, be obedient to them that are Ephﬁ's,ﬁm
your Mafters, according to the Fleth; not Servants. .
with Eye-fervice,, as Men- pleafers, but in -
Singlenefs of Heart, fearing GOD: with Gond-w:ll
doing: Service, as to the Lord, and not to Men : knotva
ing that whatfoever good Thmg any Man doth, the
{ame fhall he receive of the Lord, whether he be buud
orfree. .

~ Servants, be fubje& to your Maﬁcrs with a]l Fear, 1Pet. 1. 18.
not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the fro- | - -
ward : and pleafe them well in ail Things; not-an- Tit1.9,10.
fwering again, not ‘purloining ;. but fhewing all good

Fidelity; as the Servants of Chrift, doing the W111 of' Eph 6. 6.
GOD from the Heart.

Col. 4. 1. .

4. Magiftrates and Subjelts.

If there be a Controverly between " Dent. 25._,,'1'
Men, and they.come to Judgment, that Mag{ﬁ'rﬂtﬂ.
the Judges may ‘judge them, then they
fhall juflify the Righteous, and condemn the "chk-

ed. Wo unto themthat decree unrighteous Decrees, 18, 10. 1, 3,
and write Grievoufhefs, which they have preferibed,

to turn afide -the Need}r from Judgment, and to take
away
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" 4way the Right from the Poor, the Wdows, and the
Fatherlefs. |
Prov. 29.2. . W hen thie Righteobs are in Aothority, the Peopls
rejoice ; but when the Wicked beareth Rule, the Peo-
ch.28.15. ple mourn: For as a roaring Lion, and the raging
Bear; fo is a wicked Ruoler over the poor Pedple,
sSam.23.3-  He that ruleth over Men muft be juft, ruling in the
Prov.16.12. Fear of GOD. It is an Abomination for Kings to
commit Wickednefs: for the Throne is eftablithed by
Exk.46.18. Righteoufnefs. Therefore the Prince fhall not take of
the People’s Inheritance, by oppreflion to thruft them

out of their Poflcflion.
Prov.zo.26, A wife King, that fitteth in the Throne of Judg-
8. ment, fcattereth away all Evil with his Eyes: He re-

459 moveth Violence and Spoil, and taketh away Exa¢-
Miczh 3. 9. tiops from the People. Hear ye this, ye Heads and
Princes, that abhor Judgment, and pervert all E-

quity.
Rom. 13. 1. Let every Soul be fubject unto the highet
Subjects. Powers: for there is ho Power but of GOD:
. the Powers that be, are ordained of GOD.

¥ = Who[‘aﬂver therefore refifteth the Power, refifteth the
Ordinance of GOD: and they thit refift; fhall receive
¥ 3+ to themfelves Damnation. For Rulers are not d Ter-
¥ 6. rorto good Works, but to the evil ¢ [they ate GOD’s
Minifters, attending continually upon this very Thing. ]
Wilt thnu then not be afraid of the Power? do that
which is good, and thou fhalt have Praife of the fame:
¥ «  For he is the Minifter of GOD to thee for Good. But
if thou do thar which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth
not the Sword in vain: For he is the Mmlﬂer of GOD,
a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth E-
¥ i+ vil. Wherefore ye muft be fubjelt, not only fot
Wrath, but alfo for Confcience.fake. -
aPet. 2. 13, Subm.t yourfelves to every Ordindncé of Man for
14. the Lord's fake: whether it be to the Kirg, as fus
preme; or unto Governors, as tntd' them that are: fent
by him for the Punithment of Evil- doers, and for the
Praife of them that do well. = "=«

Bom.13.~. -Render therefore to all “théir ‘Dues: Tribute ta
whpm Tributc is due, Guftom to whom Cuftom, Fear
to'whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. |
" Honour
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Honour the King: and * be fubjet to Principalities 1Pet. 2. 17.
and Powers: + according to the Sentence of the Law, Tit. 3. 1.

which they fhall teach thee, thou thalt do. +,Eﬂm 7
. Render unto Czfar, the Things which are Cefar’s; Mat. 22.21.
and to GOD, the Things which are GOD’s, We A&s 5. 29
ought to Dbey GOD, rather than Men; [when we

cannot both] do the Law of GOD, and the Law of Eara 7. 26.

the King,

&, Of Chriftian Paflors and People.

Let them take heed to the Miniftry which Col. 4. 17.
they have received of the Lord, that they Paffors.
fulfil it; not abufing their Power in the Go- 1Cor. 9. 18,
fpel; but in all Things approving themfelves as the aCor. 6. 4.
Minifters of GOD. They are Ambaffadors for Chrift, ch. 5. 20.
as though GOD did befeech us by them : not that 2Cor. 1. 24.
they have Dominion over our Faith, but are Helpers
of our Joy.

Study to fhew thyfelf approved unto GOD, a2Tim.2.15.
‘Workman that needeth not be athamed, rightly divi-
ding the Word of Truth. Be gentle unto all Men, 324,25
apt to teach, patient, in Meeknefs inftruCting thofe
that oppofe. themfelves; in all Things thewing thyfelf Tit.2.7, s
a Pattetn of good Works: in Doltrine fhewing Un-
corruptnefs, Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech that can-
not be condemned ; that he which is of the contrary
Part may be afhamed having no Evil to fay of you.

Let ,,the Elders thﬂt rule WE]], be count- 1Tim. §.17.
ed worthy of double Honour, efpecially they OF People.
who labour in the Word and Dollrine: #o their
Receive them in the Lord, and hold fuch Miniffers. phil 2. 20
in Reputation.

‘We befeech you, Brethren, to know them which Ia- 1Thefs.12,
bour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 13-
admonifh you; and to efteem them very highly in
Love, for their Work’s fake: for they watch for your Heb. 13. 17.
Souls, as they that muft give Account; that they may
do it with Joy, and not with Grief.

Do ye not know, that among the fews, they Whlth 1Cor. 9.13,
miniftered about holy Things, lived of the Things of 4
the Temple ? and they which waited at the Altar, were

Partakers with the Altar? Even {o hath the Lord ors .
, N . dained, -

¥
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dained, that they which preach the Gofpel, fhould live
of the Gofpel

1Cor. 5.7+ Who goeth 2 Warfare at any Time at his own
Charge? who planteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of
the Fruit thereof? or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth

1Tim.5.12. not of the Milk thereof? The Labourer is worthy of

1Cor. g. 11. his Reward, 1f the Miniffers of Chrift have fown un-
to us {piritual Things, is it a great Thing if they fhall
reap of our eartnrly Things?

ek, 13,7 Remember them which have the Rule over you,
~who bave fpoken unto you the Word of GOD:;

whofe Faiih follow, confidering the End of the:r Con-
verfation.

CHAUP VIIIL
Concerning the Duty of Man towaerds bimfelf.

§ 1. Humility.

Jerig-23,24 " HUS faith the Lord, Let not the wife Man glo.
ry in his Wifdom, neither let the mighty Man
glory in his Might, let not the' rich Man glory in his
Riches. But let bim that glorieth, glory in this, that
he knoweth me, that I am -the Lord, which exercile
Loving-kindnefs, Jadgment, and nghteoufneﬁ, in the
Earth.
Rem. 12.3. 1 {2y to every Man that is among you, not to think
of himfeif morc highly than he ought to think; but
to think foberly, according as GOD hath dealt to e-
o Cor. 10.12. Very Man the Meafure of Faith, For not he that com-

mendeth himfelf is approved, but whom the Lord
commendeth.

Rom. 1214 Mind not high Things: be not wife in your own

Ads 22 19, Conceits, but condeflcend to Men of low Eftate; fer-
Luke17-10. Ving the Lord with all Humility of Mind. And when
ye fhall have done all thofe Things which are com-
manded vou, fay, We are unprofitable Servants: we
have done that which was our Duty to do.

Who
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‘Who maketh thee to differ from another? and 1Cor. 4 7«
tvhat haft rhou that thou didft not receive? Now, if
thou did{t receive it, why doft thou glory as if thou
hadft not received it? Learn of me, (faith Chrift), for Mat.11.20:
I am meek and lowly in Heart¢ and ye fhall find Reft
unto your Souls.

Wholoever fhall humble himfelf as a little Child, Mat. 18. 4
the fame is greateft in the Kingdom of Heaven: For James 4. G,
G O D refifteth the Proud, but giveth Grace unto the 7

Huomble. Submit yuurfelws therefore to GO D¢ and 1Pet 5. 5-
be clothed with Huomility.

Let another Man praife thee, and not thine own Prov 27. 2.
Mouth; a Stranger, and not thine own Lips: For ch. 25. 27.
Men'to fearch their own Glory, is not Glory. Moft ch. 20. 6.
Men will proclaim every Man his own Goodnefs; buf
Charity vauniteth not itfelf, is not puffed up. 1Cor. 13+ 4.

Charge them that are rich in this World, that they 1Tim.6.17.
be not high-mirided, nor truft in uncertain Riches, but
in the living GO D, who giveth us richly all Things
to enjoy. How can ye believe, which réccive Honour John 7. 44.]
one of another, and feek not the Honour that cometh
from GO D only? Humble yourfelves in the Sight of James 4. 10.
the Lord, and he fhall lift you up: For whofoever ex- Luke14.11.
alteth himfelf, fhall be abafed; and he that bumbleth
himfelf, fhall be exalred.

When thou haft eaten, and art foll, and haft built Deut. 8. 11,
goodly: Houfes, and when thy Silver and thy Gold is 121314
muoltiplied, beware that thou forget not the Lord
thy GOD; and thine Heart be lifted up: and thou ¥ 17-
fay in thine Heart, My Power and the Might of my
Hand hath gotten me.this Wealth. Thou Fool, Luker2. 20,
perbaps this Night thy Soul fhall be required of thee
then ‘whofe fhall thofe Things be which thou haft
provided? Let the Brother of low Degree rejoice in James 1. g,
that he is exalted: but the Rich, in that he is made *¢
low ; becaufe as the Flower of the Grafs he fhall pals
away.

The Man that made not GOD his Strethh but Pk 52.7
trufted in the Abundance of his Riches, and ftrength-
ened himfelf in his Wickednels, knoweth not that he Rev. 3. 17.
is wretched,: aid poor, and blind, and naked: But the Ifa. to. 33
Haoghty {lall be humbled : for every one that is proud Prov 16. §s

N2 in
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14. 2. 11, in Heart, is an Abomination to the Lord. The lofty
Looks of Men fhall be humbled, the Haughtinefs of
Men fhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone fhall
be exalted,

Mat. 5.3.  Bleffed are the poor in Spirit: for theirs is the King-
dom of Heaven.

§ 1L Beeknefs,

Frh. 4 26, BE angry, and f{in not: let not the Sun go down
27 upon your Wrath: neither give Place to the Devil ¢
James 1,20, for the Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteoul-

Pﬁ nefs of GOD. Be flow to Wrath: and let your

43 Moderation be known to all Men. The Lord is at
hand.

Pl 37. 8. Ceafe from Anger, and forfake Wrath ¢ fret not thy-

Ecd 7. g. felf in any wife to do Evil: and be not hafty in thy

Spirit to be angry ; for Anger refteth in the Bofom of
Fools.

Prov.6.32.  He that is flow to Anger, is better than the Mighty :
and he that ruleth his Spirit, than he that taketh a
cb.25.28. City. DBut he that hath no Rule over his own Spi-

rit, is like a City that is broken down, and without
‘Walls.

Mat. 5. 5. Blefled are the Meek for- they fhall inherit the
PL37.11. Earth: they fhall delight themfelves in the Abundance
Ifs. 29. 19. of Peace, and increafe their Joy in the Lord: For the

1Pet. 3- 5 Ornament of 2 meek and quiet Spirit is in the Sight
of GOD of great Price.

§ II. Zemperance.

1Tim. 4.4. EVERY Creature of GOD is good, and no-
thing to be refufed, if it be received with Thanki-

Luke21.34 giving : but take heed to yourfelves, left at any Time
your Hearts be overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunk-

Prov.21.17. ennefs; He that loveth fuch Pleafure, fhall be a poor

aPet. 2. 13- Man: and they that count it Pleafure to riot in the
Day-time, fhall receive the Reward of Unrighteoui-
nefs.

Trov.23.31, Look not thou upon the Wine when it is red, when

32 it giveth its Colour in the Cup: at the laft it l:ntleth
Ike
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like a Serpent, and {lingeth like an Adder. Wing is Prov. 20. I
a Mocker, {trong Drink is raging: and whofoever is

deceived thereby, is not wife. Therefore be not drunk Eph. 5. 18
with Wine, wherein is Excefs: but be filled with the

Spirit.

PWD unto them that are mighty to drink Wine, and 1. 5. 22.
Men of Strength to mingle ftrong Drink: that con- ¥ 1.
tinue until Night, till Wine inflame them. Who hath Prov.23.29,
Wo? who hath Sorrow? who hath Cententions ? who 3 '
hath Wounds without Caufe? who hath Rednefs of
F.iyes? They that tarry long at the Wine, they that go
to feek mixed Wine.

Every Man that runneth a Race, and ftriveth for 1Con 9. 25,
the Maftery, is temperate in all Things: Now, they 24
do it to obtain a corruptible Crown, but we an in-
corruptible, Then let us walk honeltly as in the kem.i3.13,
Day; not in Rioting and Drunkennefls: for they Galj. 21

which do fuch Things, (hall not inherit the Kingdom
of GOD.

Let us add to our Knowledge, Temperance, ( which 2Pet1. 5,6

is the Fruit of the Holy Spirit)  and uvfe this World, as Gal.s.23,22

not abufing it: * He that liveth in finful Ple'lfure, 1Cor. 7- 31

i5 |
1 Tim.5. 6,
dead while he liveth: for to be carmlly -minded, i5 Rom. 8. 6. -

Death; but to be ({piritually-minded, is Life and
Peace.

§ IV. Chaffity and Modefty,

- DEARLY Beloved, I beleech you, as Strangers 1Pet: 2. 1.
and Pilgrims, abftain from fethly Lufts, which war a-

gainft the Soul: ard keep yourfelves pure: for God 1Tim.5.22.
hath not called us to Uncleannefs, but tnto Holinefs. 'Thef 4- 7,
For this is the Will of GOD, .even your Santifica- 1y 3.
tion, that ye fhould abltain from Fornication, Unclean- col. 3. 5.
nefs, inordinate Affeftion, and Wantonnefs, * For Rom-13.13.

which Things fake, the Wrath of GOD cometh on "ol 3.6.
the Children of Dilobedience.

Every one of you fhould know how to poflefs his 1Thef. 44,
Vellel in Sanétification and Honour: not in the Luft ‘

of Concupifcence, even as the Gennles who have gi- gph. 4. 9.

ven themielves over unto Lafcmoufnel’s, to work all
Uncleannels with Greedinels.

Know
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1Cor:3.15.  Know ye not that ye are the Temple of GO D ? that
et 6- 15 vour Bodies are the Members of Chrift; [and the Tem-
j;f}_ ples of the Holy Ghoft]? # Shall we thea take the
Members of Chrift, and make them the Members of
ch.3.17- an Harlot? GOD forbid. For if any Man defile the
Temple of GOD, him fhall GO D deftroy.
~Tim.2.22. Flee youthful Lufts, ¥ Fornication, and all Unclean-
*Eph-5.3- pefs: + For he that committeth Fornication, {fmneth a4
’ficﬁ"f;fg' aainfl his own Bedy. i Now, the Body is not for For-
Eph. 5. ;. Dication, but for the Lord. And no Whoremonger,
nor unclean Perfon, hath any Inheritance in the King-
dom of Chrift, and of GOD.
Prov. 6. 24; Keep thee from the evil Woman: and, luft not af-
i . a3, T her Beauty in thine Heart: for whofoever looketh
" “% on a Woman, to uft after her, hath committed Adul-
Prov. 6. 27. tery with her 2lready in his Heart, Can a Man take
Prov.5.8,9. Fire in his Bofom, and his Cloaths not be burnt? Re-
move thy Way from her, left thou give thine Honour
¥1c,11,12. unto others, and thy Years unto the Cruel; left Stran-
gers be filled with thy Wealth, and thou mourn at
iaft, when thy Fleth and thy Body are confumed, and
{ay, How have I hated Inftrution, and defpifed Re-
Prov. 7. 25- proof ? Therefore let not thine Heart decline to her
ch. 5. 8. Ways, and come not nigh the Door of her Houfe ¢ for
;f" 7-27- her Houfe is the Way to Hell. Thou goeft after her,
* %3 25 an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, till a Dart {trike
through ihy Liver; as a Bird hafteth to the Snare, and
knowcth not that it is for his Life.
1Cor. 6. 72.  Flee Fornication : # Fer it is a Fire that confumeéth
*Job31-12. to Deftruétion, and would root out all thine Increafe.
1Cor.7.2,9. To avoid Fornication, let every Man have his own
Wife, and let cvery Woman have her own Hufband s
Heb. 13- 2. for it is betier to marry than to burn. Marriage 1s
honourable in all: but Whoremongers and Adulterers
GOD will judge. .
Tim 2.4 Teach the young Women to be fober, to love their
1Tim. 5.14. Hufbands, to love their Children; [guide the Houle;
give none Occafion to others to fpeak reproachfully;
Titos 2. 5. but] to be difcreet, chafte, keepers at home, good, o-
bedient to their Hulbands.
Col ;. & Putall filihy Communication out of your Mouth 3
Eph. 5.4,3.a0d let not Filthinefs be once named amonglt you; -
nor
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nor foolith Talking, nor [obfcene] Jelting, which are

pot convenient: For it is a Shame even to fpeak of Eph. 5. 12.
thofe Things which are done of fome in fecret. Let 1y 6.
no Man then deccive you with vain Words: for nei- 1Gor 6. g,
ther Fornicators, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor I
Abufers of themfelves with Mankind, fhall inherit the
Kingdom of GOD.

Bleffed are the pare in Heurt, for they fhall fee Mat 5 2.
GOD.

§ V. Diligence,

BE not flothful in Bufine(s: * for the Hand of the Rom.1z.1r.
Diligent maketh rich; but + an idle Soul fhall fuffer Tﬂi“;’;i;
Honger.

Let every Man labour, working with his Hands the Eph. 4. 28,
Thing which is good, that he may have to give him

that needeth. If any Man provide not for thofe of his tTim 5. 8.
own Houle, he is worfe than an Infidel.

There are {fome which walk dilorderly, working not 2Thel:3.11,
at all, but are Bufy-bodies: Now, them that are fuch, '*
we command, and exhort by our Lord JESUS, that
with Quietnefs they work, and eat their own Bread.
If any Man will not work, neither fhould he eat, . ¥ 10,

§ V1. Gontentment.

LET your Converfation be without Covetoulhefs : Heb. 13. 5.
and be content with fuch Things as ye have: for God
hath faid, I will never leave thee, nor forfake thee:
And better is a little with the Fear of the Lord, than Prov.15.16.
great Treafure, and Trouble therewith.

Gadlinefs with Gontentment is great Gain: for we ITtm 6. 6,
brought nothing into this World, and it is certain we . 7+ &
can carry nothing out: Therefore having Food and
Raiment, let us be therewith content: and not labour Prov. 23. 4.
to be nch for they that will be rich, fall into 1Tim. 6. 9s

’I‘emptanon, and a Snare, and into many foolith hurt- ™
ful Lufts, which drown Men in Deftruftion angd Per-

dition. For the Love of Money is the Root of all E-
vil : which while fome coveted afier, they have pierced
themfelves through with many Sorrows.

I
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1Cor-7.32. I wounld have you without Carefulnefs; * that they
" ¥ 3> who weep, may be as though they wept not; and they
that rejoice, as thongh they rejoiced not; and they that
¥ 3t.  buy, as though they poffefled not; and they that ufe
this World, as not abufing it: for the Fafthion of this
'World paffeth away,
Luoke12.15. - Take heed and beware of Covetoufnefs: for [the
Happinefs of ] a Man’s Life confifteth not in the Abun-
Job 31. 25. dance of the Things which he poffefleth. Rejoice not
ch.36. 19- becaufe thy Wealth is great: For will GOD efteem
Mark 1024+ thy Riches? No; nor all the Forces of Strength., How
hard is it for them that truft in Riches, to enter into
Luke 6. 24- the Kingdom of GOD! Wo unto you that are rich,
[and wicked ], for ye have reccived your Confolation :
Eph 5. 5. No coverous Man, who is an Idolater, hath any Inhe-
ritance in the Kingdom of Chrift,
Ecd 7. 10.  Say not thou, What is the Caufe that the former
Days were better than thefe? for thou doft not inquire
Prov.23.17. Wifely concerning this. Let not thine Heart envy Sin-
Pf. 49. 16. ners: neither be thou afraid when one i1s made rich,
or when the Glory of his Honfe is increaled: For
v 18- though while he lived, he bleffed his Soul: yet when
¥ 17 he dieth, he fhall carry nothing away: his Glory fhall
not defcend zfter him. - _
Gal 5.z26.  Let us not envy one another: but ¥ let every Man
"‘l:”"'?'"*‘“r abide in the fame Calling wherein he was called, Art
- thou called being a Servant? care not for it; but if
Exod.20.57. thou mayft be made free, ufe it rather. However, thou
fhalt not covet any Thing which is thy Neighbour’s.
Fhl . 12. 1 know both how to be abafed, and how to abound
every where, and in all Things I am-inftrutted, both
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to {uf-
v 11.  fer Need, For I have lcarned in whatloever State I
Prov.c.8,9. aM, therewith to be content, Give me, 0 Lord, nei~
ther Poverty nor Riches, but feed me with Food con-
venient for me: left I be full, and deny thee, and fay,
‘Who is the Lord? or left I be poor, and fteal, and
take the Name of my GOD in vain.

§ VII. Self-denal and Mortification.

Irkersy;. WHOSOEVER he te of vou, (Jaith Cbrifé),
that
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that forfaketh not all he hath; his Father, and Motler, Luker4.26,
and Wife, and Children, and Brethren, and Sifters,

yea, and his own Life alfo, [rather than tranforefs his

Duty], he cannot be my Difciple: Therefore, if any ¥ 33
Man will come after me, let him deny him{elf, and ch. g. 23
take up his Crofs daily, and follow me.

If thy Right Hand offend thee, cut it off: or if thy Mat. 5. 34,
Right Eye offend thee, pluck it out: 2hat is, lay afide 72 s
every Weight [of Corruption and Vicel, and the [ pre-
dominant] Sin which doth 60 eafily befet thee: and Rom.13.14
make not Provifion for the Flefh, to fulfil the Lufts
thereof: knowing this, that our old Man is crucified ch. 6. 6.
with Chrift, that the Body of Sin might be deftroy-
ed, that henceforth we fhould not ferve Sin. |

Mortify therefore your Members which are upon the Col. 3. 5.
Earth: Keep under your Bodies, and bring them inio 1€or. 9. 27.
Subjeion: for if ye live after the Flefli, ye fhall die  Rom. 8. 13.
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of
the Body, ye fhall live,

Be not conformed to this Worlds wherein Men are Rom. 12. 2.
Lovers of Pleafures more than Lovers of GODs2Tm-3. 4"
Thefe are the Servants of Corruption: for of whom a 2Pe. 2. 19
Man is overcome, of the fame is he brought in Bond-
age, .
gTl'n;':re i3 no Man that hath left Houfe, or Parents; Lukeigiag,
or Brethren, or Wife, or Children, for the Kingdom of 3°-

G OD’s fake, who fhall not receive manifold more in
this prefent Time, and in the World to come, Life -
verlafting.

"ﬁ:

§ VIII. Edification and Self-improvement.,

‘BUILD up yourfelves in your moft  Jude 2.
holy Faith ; and as new-born Babes delire By Kiowe ;pet. 2. 2.
the fincere Milk of the Word, that ye may ledge,
grow thereby. ‘

Add to your Faith, Knowledge; and be * ready als 2Pet. 1. 5.
ways to give an Anfwer to every Man that afketh you ~1Fe3:15
2 Reafon of the Hope that is in you, with Meeknefs
and Fear. |
~ Give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Tim.s.13
Doltrine: and belicve not every Spirit, but try the ;john 4. 1o

O Spirits,
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Prov.14.15. Spirits, whether they are of GOD. The Simple be-
lieveth every Word: but the prudent Man looketh
1Thel 5.21. well to his Going, Prove all Things [then ; chufe the

Fl119-39 \Way of Truth] ¢ and hold faft that which is good.

I2. 5-20.  Wo unto them that call Evil Good, and Good E-
vil; that put Light for Darknefs, and Darknefs for
Light; and put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter,

John 3. 15. Thhis is the Condemnation [of wicked Men], that Light
is come into the World, and they love Darknefs rather

Jer. 4- 22. tnan Light, becauvfe their Deeds are evil. They are
wife to do Evil: but to do Good they have no Kuow-

ch. 8. 9. ledge. Lo! they have rejefted the Word of the Lord
and what Wifdom is in them?

Prov. 2. 10, When Wifdom entereth into thine Heart, and

L Knowledge is pleafant unto thy Soul; Difcretion fhall

Eccl vo. 10. preferve thee, Underftanding thall keep thee : for Wif-

* Prov. 2.9. dom is profitable to diret. * Then fhalt thou under-
{tand Righteoulnefs, and Judgment, and Equity; yea,

Job 2228 every good Path: and the Light fhall fhine upon thy
Ways.

Deut. & ;1. Beware that thou forget. not the Lord
Meditation. thy GOD, in pot keeping his Gom-

mandments, and his. Judgments, and his

11-1? m-4.15- Statutes : but meditate uvpon thefe Things, and con-

S5 7 fider thy Ways, that thy Profiting may appear unto
all.

Eccli1z.1.  Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy
Youth, while the evil Days come not, nor the Yeats
draw nigh, when thou fhalt fay, I have no Pleafure in

Hof. 7. 2. them: Confider in thine Heart, that he remembers all

Dent.y.5,23-thy Ways: And kéep thy Soil diligently, left thou
forget the Covenant of the Lord thy God,

PL 119.9.  Wherewith fhall a young Man cleanfe his Way? by
tzking heed thereto according to the Word of GOD.,

Jotbez 1. 8. Thoun fhalt meditate therein Day and Nigat, that thou
mayft obferve to do according: to all that is written
therein,

Hebo2.1. YWe ought to give earneft heed to the Things which

2Pet. 3. 2. we have heard, and to be mindful of the Words which

Jede 17. were fpoken before by the holy Prophets, and the A-

Hets 2. 1. poftles of our Lord JESUS Chrift, left at any Time

.- we f{hould let them {lip. . .

) 1f
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If a Man live many Years, and rejoice in them all s Eccl. 11, 8,
yet let him remember the Days of Darknefi, for they
fhall be many. O that Men were wife, that they un- Deut.32.20.
derftood this, and would confider their latter End !

I thought on my Ways, (2 Lord), and turned my Pt 119, g5,
Feet unto thy Teltimonies: I made hafte, and delayed ¢o.
not to keep thy Commandments: Thy Word, O Lord, y 1..
have [ hid in my Heart, that I might not fin againft
‘thee. I will meditate on thy Precepts, and have re- ¥ 15, 16
{peCt unto thy Ways. I will delight myfelf in thy
Statutes, and will not forget thy Words.

If Sinners entice thee [#0 Sin], confent Prov. 1. 10.
thou not: and enter not into the Path of Company. ch. 414,15,
the Wicked: Avoid it, turn from it, and 18

pals away: for they fleep not except they have done
Mifchief. Beware of fich Evil-workers: and have no Phil. 3. 2.
Yellowthip with the unfruitful Works of Darknefs, byt Fph 5. 1.
rather reprove them. For what Fellowfhip hath Righ- 2Cor. 6. 14.
teoufnefs with Unrighteoulnels? He that walketh with Prov.13.20.
wife Men fhall be wife; but a Companion of Fools

fhall be deftroyed,

Thou fhalt not follow a Multitude to do Evil, Exod 23.2,
Shouldft thou help the Ungodly, and love them that 2Chr. 19. 2.
hate the Lord? I'am a Companion of all them that Pf: 119. 63,
fear thee, O Lord, and of them that keep thy Pre-
cepts.

Sce that ye walk circum({petly, not Eph. 5. 15,4
as Fools, but as wife; redceming the Watchfuluef. 16
Time, becaufe the Days are evil: and . *
put on the whole Armour of God, that ye may be able ch. 6. 11,
to ftand againft the Wiles of the Devil. .

We are the Ghildren of Light: therefore let us not 1Thels.s,6.
fleep as others do; but let us warch, and be fober ; left 2Cor. 11. 3.
by any Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through
his Subtilty, fo our Minds fhould be corrupted from
the Simplicity that is in Ghrift, |

Take heed what you hear: * g/t the Cares of this Mark 4. 24,
World, and the Deceitfulnefs of Riches, and the Lufts ~ ¥ 15
of other Things entering in, choke the Word, and it
become unfruitful. Therefore keep thy Heart with all Prov. 4. 23.
Diligence: for out of it are the Iflues of Life.

Watch and pray, that ye enter.not into Tempta- Mat. 26. 1.

O 2 tion,
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Ickeizngy. tion. Blefled are thofe Servants, whom the .Lord,
when ke cometh, fhall find watching.

CHAP IX.

Concerning Rewards and Punifments,

Pl 4. 6. HERE be many that fay, Who will thew us any

Pf3s.9, 10 Good? O fear the Lord: For they that fear him

¥ 12.  fhall notr want any good Thing. What Man is he that

defireth Life, and loveth many Days, that he may fee

¥ 14. Good? Depart from Evil, and do Good : Seck Peace,
and purfue it.

Jer. 23.15, Hearken not unto the Words of them that {ay untg

17. every one who walketh after the Imagination of his

Zeph. 1. 12. own Heart, No Evil fhall come upon you. God will

punifh the Men that fay in their Heart, The Lord will

Rew. 22.:2. not do Good, neither will he do Evil. Behold, (/faizh

the Lord), 1 come quickly; and my Reward is with

me, to give every Man according as his Work fhall be,

§ I, The Rewards of a holy Life.

1Tim. .8 GODLINESS is profitable unto all Things, ha-
ving the Promife of the Life that now is, and of that
Pf g4 11. which is to come. For the Lord will give Grace and
Glory: and no good Thing will he with-hold from
them that walk uprightly.
Tit. 3. & Be careful to maintain good Works: for thefe
Rom. 8. 28. Things are good and profitable unto Men: »zy, all
Things work tegether for Good, to them that love
1Pet. 3. 13- GOD. Baf who is he that will harm you, if ye be
PL119.165. Followers of that which is good? Great Peace have
Prov. 1. 33- they, O Lord, which love thy Law; they fhall dwell
{afely, and be quiet from Fear of Evil.
Prov. 3.13.  Happy is the Man that findeth the Wifdom that is
Jamess-17- from above: For * Length of Days is in her Right
77"21% Hand : and in her Left Hand are Riches and Honour:
' Her Ways are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and all her Patbs
are Pcace,

Let
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Let not Mercy and Truth for{ake thee: bind them Prov.3.3,4
about thy Neck, write them upon the Tabie of thine
Heart So fhalt thou find Favour, and good Under-
ftanding in the Sight of GOD and Man: And the Deut. j0. o.
Lord will rejoice over thee for Good.

Mark the perfc€t Man, and behold the Upright, for pf 35. 3.
the End of thar Man is Peace. The Work of Righ- 1 32. 17
teoufnefs fhall be Peace, and the Effect of Righteouf-
nefs, Quictnefs and Affurance for ever,

Happy is the People, whofe GOD is the Lord: for Pf: 144. 15,
the Lord raketh Pleafure in his People. His Loving- gf: 249' &
kindnefs is better than Life; and hey fhall be fatisfied ., 3? i
with his Goodnels.

Having Peace with G OD, through our Lord JE- Rem.s.1,2
SUS Chrilt, we rejoice in Hope of the Glory of
God: For we kpow, that if our earthly Houle of this 2Cor. 5. 1.
Tabernacle were diffolved, we have a Building of
GOD, an Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in
the Heavens: and, according to the Promile of GOD, 2Pt 3 13.
we look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, wherein
dwelleth Righteoufnefs.

In the Multitude of my Thoughts within me, thy Pf ¢4 19.
Comforts, O Lord, delight my Soul, Thou fhalt guide pf. 73. 24.
me with thy Counfel, and afterwards receive me to
Glory. [For when I fhall ] have fought a good Fight, 2Tim. 4. 7,
and finithed my Courle, and kept the Faith; there is 8
laid up for me a Grown of Righteoufnefs, which the
Lord the righteous Judge fhall give me at the laft Day;
and not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love
his Appearing, Thou, O Lord GOD Almighty, wilt Rev. 1117,
oive Reward unto thy Servants the Prophets, and to '™
the Saints, and them that fear thy Name, {mall and
great, Then (hall the Righteous fhine forth as the Mat 13.43.
Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father: And they that Dan. 12. 3.
be wife, fhall fhine as the Brightnefs of the Firmamenc;
and they that turn many to Righteoufnefs, as the Stars
for ever and ever: They fhall receive a Crown of Glo- 1Pet. 5. 4.
ry that fadeth not away.

Blefled are they that do the Commandments of Rev. 22,14
G O D, that they may have Right to the Tree of Life,
and may enter into the holy City, the New Ferufalem. ch. 21. 2.
There {hall be no Night there, ncither the Light of the b 22, 5.

Sun;
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Snn; for the Lord giveth them Light: and they fhall
Rev. 7. 15+ reion for ever and ever. He that fitteth on his Throne
Ff 36.8. in Heaven, fhall dwell among them; and make them
Rev-21.4,5- diink of the River of his Pleafures. He fhall wipe a-
way all Tears from their Eyes; and there fhall be no
Pf. 16. 11- more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Pain: for in his Pre-
{ence is Fulnefs of Joy, and at his Right Hand there
1Cor. 2. ¢. are Pleafures for evermore. But Eye hath not feen,
nor Ear heard, neither have entered into the Heart of
Man, the Things which GOD hath prepared for them
that love him.
aCer.7.3.  Having therefore thefe Promifes, dearly Beloved, let
us cleanfe ourfelves from all Filthinefs of the Fleth and
Spirit, perfelling Holinefs in the Fear of GOD.

§ II. Punifpments to the Wicked.

¥L 73. 3. I was envious at the Foolifh, when I {aw the Pro-
y 5. {perity of the Wicked. They are not in Trouble as
y 7. other Men; but have more than Heart could wilh,
y 12 Behold, thefe are they who profper in the World; yea,
%:D 2t 7 are mighty in Power; and therefore Pride compafleth
¥ 1;. them about as a Chain. Verily then 1 have cleanfed
y 22 my Heart in vain. So foolith was I and ignorant;
y 1. until I went into the San&vary of GOD: then under-
y 15 - {tood I their End. How are they brought into Defo-
lation, as in a Moment! they are utterly confumed
PL 92. 6, 7. with Terrors. A brutith Man knoweth not, neither
doth a Fool underftand this: When the Wicked {pring
as the Grafs, and the Workers of Iniquity flourith; it
1s that they fhall be deftroyed for ever.
Job 21. 15, They fay unto GOD, Depart from us; for we de-
{5 fire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. Whatis the
Almighty, that we thould ferve him ? and what Profit
Mal 3.14. fhould we have if we pray unto him? It Is in vain to
Ecchg. 2. ferve GOD; for all Things come alike to all: there
is one Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked; to
the Clean, and to the Unclean : as is the Good, fo is
the Sinner; and he that fiveareth, as he that feareth an
1Cor.1s.32- Oath. Let us therefore eat and dripk, for To-morrow
we die.
Job 15. 12, Thus doth their Heart carry them away, and they

13- turn
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turn their Spirit againt GOD. * They believe not *Job1s.22.
that they fhall return out of Darknefls., But let not ¥ 31
him that is deceived, truft in Vanity. For GOD hath A&s 17.31.
appointed 2 Day, in which he will judge the World

in Righteoufnefs, Wo #ben unto them that {ay, Let Ifis5.18,10.
him make f{peed, and haften his Work, that we may

fee it: and let the Counfel of the Holy One of /fruel

draw nigh and come, that we may know it. For the Deut3z.35.
Day of their Calamity is at hand, and the Things that

thall come upon them make hafle,

The Lord thall reward the Doer of Evil according 25am. 3.30.
to his Wickednefs, Trouble and Anguifh fhall pre- Job 5. 24.
vail again{t him: Terrors fhall make him afraid on e- ch.18. 11
very Side. A dreadful Sound is in his Ears: and he is ch.15.21
in great Fear where no Fear is. He fhall find no Eafe Eﬂ 3 o
nor Reft. For the Lord fhall give him a trembling ;21'271 &
Heart, Failing of Eyes, and Sorrcw of Mind; his Life
{hall hang in doubt before him: He fhal} fear Day and
Night, and have no Aflurance of his Life. In the
Merning he fhall ay, Would GOD it were Evening:
and at Even he {hall fay, Would GOD it were Morn-
ing, for the Fear of his Heart wherewith he fhall fear,

. Let Favour be {hewed to the Wicked, yet will they I 26, 10.
not learn Righteoufnefs: In the Land of Uprightnefs
will they deal unjuftly, and will not behold the Ma-
jefty of the Lord. Therefore he that made them, will ch 27. 11,
not have Mercy upon them; and he that formed them,
will thew them no Favour. :

How oft is the Candle of the Wicked put out? and Job 21. 17.
how oft cometh their Deftru¢tion vpon them? GOD
diftributeth Sorrows in his Anger, and will heap Mif- Deut.32.2.
chiefs upon them; they fhall drink of the Wrath of Job 21. 2e.
the Almighty. For he fhall calt upon them, and not cb. 27. 22
fpare: He will change their Glory into Shame, * and f’;‘: 4 7
everlafting Coritempt, | A2
- 'There is no Peace (faith the Lord) to the Wick- 1fa. 48. 22.
¢d: But they are like the troubled Sea when it cannot ch. 57. 20.
reft, whofe Waters caft up Mire and Dirt. They P( 9. 17.
fhall be wirned into Hell, where the Worm dicth nof, Mak g. 44
and the Fire is not quenched. And who among us 1fa 33. 14.
can dwell with devouring Fire! Who can dwell with :
everlalting Burnings ! When the great Day of Wrath is Rev. 6. 17.

come,
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Prov.18.15. come, who fhall be able to ftand? The Spirit of 2
Man will foftain his Infirmity; but a wounded Spirit
who can bear ?

aTheLr10, In that Day thall the Lord JESUS be revealed from

7% ¢ Heaven, with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, ta
king Vengeance on them that know not GOD and
obey not the Golpel; who fhall be punifhed with e-
verlafting Deftrution from the Prefence of the Lord,

Rev.9- 6= and from the Glory of his Power., Then fhall Men
feck Death, and fhall not find it; they (hall defire to

141911 die, and Death (hall flee from them For they fhall be
tormented with Fire and Brimftone ; and have no Reft
Day nor Night, but the Smoke of their Torment a-
{cendeth vp for ever and ever.

Eed. 119 Rejoice 26w, O young Man, in thy Youth, and let
thy Heart cheer thee in the Days of thy Youth, walk
in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the Sight of thine
Eyes: but know thou, that for all thefe Things GOD

Iz 47. 2. will bnng thee into Judgment., Hear this, thou that

¥ 10, 11. art given to Pleafures, that dwelleft carelefsly, and halt
faid, None feeth me: Evil thall come upon thee, and
thou fhalt not know whence it rifeth: Milchief thall
fall upon thee, and thou fhalt not be able to put it off,

Jod 2.11.  The Day of the Lord is great, and very terrible:

14. 2. 22. Who can abide it? Now, therefore be ye not Mockers,

Jodl2.1213. left your Bands be made flrong+ buz turn unto the
Lord your GOD, for he is gracious and merciful,

Rom.2.3,2 flow to Anger, and of great Kindnefs. Defpife not

5. the Forbearance and Long-fuffering of GOD; but let
his Goodnefs lead thee to Repentance : ofherwife thou
treafure!t vp unto thyfelf Wrath againft the Day of

PL7 1. Wrath. For GOD is angry with the Wicked every

PL 5s.s. Day: and he hateth all the Workers of Iniquity.

§ L. The Righteons and the Wicked compared.

Job28.28. THE Fear of the Lord is Wifdom; and to depart
Ecdl. 1. 17. from Evil is Underftanding: but Wickednefs is Mad-
Prov. 10. 9. nefs and Folly. He that walketh wvprightly, walketh
ch. 11. 5. furely; but the Wicked fhall f2ll by his own Wicked-
Prov. 4. 19. nefs :+ becaufe the Way of the Wicked is as Darknefs ;
% 1% they know not at what they flumble : But the Path of

the
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the Juft is as the fhining Light, that fhineth more and
more unto the. perfect Day.

Only Fools fay in their Heart, There isno GOD; pr 1. g
. and therefore make a Mock at Sin: But whofo keep- 1‘-;;.?_4 ;4.'
eth the Law is wife. And ¥ they who profefs they ch. 28, 7?-
know GOD, but in Works deny him; [+ have made | T I-16:
themfelves vile], being abominable and difobedient:hsam'}ls'
But they that fear GOD, and work Righteoufnefs, Ags 10. 35.
are precious in his Sight, and honourable: So that the 16 43. 4-
{){lghteous is more excellent than his wicked Neigh- Prov.12.26.

our,

He that diligently fecketh Good, procureth Favour : Prov.11.27.
but he that feeketh Miichief, it fhall come unto him. |

GOD will not calt away a perfet Man, neither job 8. ze.
will he help the Evil-doers: For the Curfe of the Lord Prov. 3. 35.
is in the Boufe of the Wicked: but he blefleth the
Habitation of the Juit.

A good Man fhall be fatisfied from himfelf: rejoi. Prov.14.14.
cing in the Teftimony of his Confcience, and in the 2% I- 12
Hope of the Glery of GOD: But the Defire of the %F":i o
Wicked thall perith: Trouble and Anguith fhall pre- Job 5. 24.
vail again{t them: for the Wrath of G OD abideth John 3. 36.
on them. , S

Chrift’s Yoke is eafy, and his Burden is light: and Mat.11. 30.
his Commandments are not grievous : But the Way of }Jomn 5: 3+
Tran{greffors is bard : and * wholoever goeth in their ETE:?;.’E
crooked Paths, fhall not know Peace. While they pro- 2 Pet. 2. 5.
mife others Liberty, they themfelves are the Servants
of Corruption : (for whofoever committeth Sin, is the John 8. 34.
Servant of Sin): but whom the Son fhall make free, ¥ 1s.
(fo that Sin fhall not have Dominion.over them), they Rom. 6. 14.
-fhall be free indeed: for where the Spirit of the Lord 2Cor. 3.17.
is, there is Liberty.

The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, and Peace : but Gal. 5. 22.
Hatred, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, and Envyings,.are ¥ 15,20,21.
the Works of the Flefh.

The Wicked is drivea away in his Wickednels ; but Prov. 14.32.
the Righteous hath Hope in his Death: 7hen the Fear ch. 10. 24
of the Wicked fhall come upon him; and the Defire |
of the Righteous fhall be granted. Indignation and Rom.z.8,9,
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguilh, (hall be upon eve- 1
ry Soul of Man that doth Evil: but Glory, Honour,

O and
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Rom. 6. 23- and Peace to every Man that worketh Good: For the

Wages of Sin is Death: but the Gift of GOD is e-
ternal Lifc.

Mat.25.31, When the Son of Man fhall come in his Glory, and
3233 34 all the holy Angels with him, all Nations fhall be ga-
thered before him, and he (hall feparate them one from
another; and fet the Good on his Right Hand, and the

IWicked on the Left; Then fhall he fay.to them on hi§

Right Hand, Come, ye blefled of my Father, inberit

the Kingdom prepared for youn from the Foundation of.

y 2t. the World, and enter into the Joy of your Lord:
¥ 4= Then fhall he fay unto them on the Left Hand, De-
part from me, ye curfed, into everlafting Fire; prepared

Mat. 13-42- for the Devil and his Angels; where there fhall be
ch. 25. 46. Wailing and Gnathing of Teeth: And thefe fhall go

away into everlafting Punithment, but the Rightcous
into Life eternal,

Tae Conclufion.

Ecli2.13; LET us hear the Conclufion of the whole Matter.
14 Fear GOD, and keep his Commandments: for this is
the whole Duty of Man. For GOD fhall bring every
Work into Judgment, with every fecret Thing, whe-
iCor.15.58 ther it be good, or whether it be evil, Thereforgf
my beloved Brethren, be ye ftedfift, unmoveable,. al
ways abounding in the Work of the Lord; forafmuch
as ye know that your Labour is not in vain in the

Lord. , .
tPet. 5.10, Jay the GOD of all Grace, who hath called ug
LI unto his eternal Glory by Chrift JESUS; after that
ye have fuffered a while. make you perfett;. flablifh;
ftrengthen, feule you, To him be Glory and.Domi-

nion ﬁar‘ ever angégg% Amen, . .

. .,
A RPN
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