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TWO SERMONS
ON THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.

BY JEREMIAH SEED, A. M.

e

SERMON L
ON THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY.
Joun iii. 2.

Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come
Jfrom God : for no man can do thefe miracles
that thou docfl, except God be with him,

THE propofition contained in. the text is,
| that {fome miracles are {o circumftanced,
as to be direct evidences of a divine power.
By a miracle; is meant an effet evident to the
fenfes, contrary to the fixed and eftablithed
courfe of nature. Strange! that man fhould
difbelieve an operation different from the
prefent courfe of nature ; when man himfelf,
-the firft man, from whom all the reft defcended,
could not have been brought into being, but
by an a& of power different from the courfe
of nature, as it is now eftablithed. For fome
firft man there muft be: and, whoever he was,
he muft be brought upon the theatre of nature
without parents, without any fecond caufes,

by the immediate power and will of the firft,
R B T,



2 The truth of C’Z?rfﬂfmzf{y.

or, in other words, by an operation, whicli,
if it were not, firiétly fpeaking, a miracle,
was, at leaft, equivalent to one.

Nor 1s 1t at all improbable, that he whe
called man into being, by a particular difplay
of power, diftin& from thofe general laws
which obtain at prefent, would exert {fome
unufual and uncommon a&ts of power for
(what was of greater importance than his
mere being) his well-being, his eternal well-
being. ,

In the profecution of this fubje&,

I. 1 fhall attempt to fhew, that {feveral
miracles are deciflive proofs of a divine power.

II. That we have {ufficient evidence, that
fuch miracles were wrought for the confirma-~
tion of religion. | |

I. { {hall attempt to {hew, that {everal
miracles are decilive proofs of a divine power.
‘What powers evil {pirits may have, and
what is the utmoft extent of their abilities, it
is beyond the extent of ours, in all cales, te
determine : but that God would {fuffer them
to exert thofe powers in working fuperior and
nncontrolled miracles, this I cannot admit ¢
becaufe God is too good to permit {fuch a {nare
to be laid tor the bulk of mankind, who will
be always governed more by what affe@s their
fenfes, than by thofe arguments which addrefs
themfelves coldly to theirunder ﬁandm s, Otrik-
ing and pompous miracles, tho’ they enforced
a do@rine {eemingly abfurd, would dazzle and
OVErpoOwWer
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overpower the foul, and force an admittance

for it irito the mind: whereas dry and ab-
fira&ted reafonings operate but {lowly and
languidly in compastfon. JFle who could
raife the dead, and fufpcad the laws of nature,
would convince the generality of men much
fooner, than if he brought {everal demonfira-
tions to {fupport what he advanced.

I cannot then believe, that God would
permit evil beings to work confiderable
miracles, without affeltmg the fuperiority of
his power; becaufe this would unavoidably -
miflead the grofs of the ipecies into error. I
cannot likewife believe 1t, for another recaion,
becaule it would inva hdate and weaken t’w
ftrongeft proofs of his providence.

For ecither we muft {ay; that no fnite
eftets whatever bear the imprefs of the Deity,
and prove an infinite being at the helm, (Wlnch
3s to difcard all the arfruments a (ﬂcnorx) OF
fuch aftonifhing notices of power, as our
Savicur and Mofes, and others gave, bid as
tair for the proof of it; as any phenomena

For why may we not as well believe, ﬂmt
finite beings are cmpowered to make the fun,
or other planets, revolve in their orbit, and
go their everlafting round; as that they ars
empowered to arrefll the courfe of the fun
(or the carth), make 1t go backwards, ox
eclipfe it, when the moon is at the full? Let
us confider the cafe of Jothua ftopping the
fun. If the laws by which the material
world 1s governed, be nothing, as is generally

Y
B2 agread,



4 T/Jc truth of CGhrifficity 5

agreed, but God’s ftanding and uniform ope-
ration upon matter ;3 I afk, did God f{ufpend
- his aétion upon the {un, when it was {topped ;
or did he not¢ If he did, then he wrought
the miracle ; for the miracle was nothing but
the fufpenfion of the laws of nature: but if
he did not, if he {till continued his regular
ation ; then 1t leems, there was another being
concerned, who over-ruled his power, or at
leaft kept it at bay ; and thuv polytheifm will
be unavoidable,.

The {ame kind of reafoning may be applied
to other miraculous faéts. I could as {oon
believe, that evil Ipirits might call me into
being, and {et the {prings of rature a going
at firft; as that they can raile me when dead,
reanimate a lump of fenfelels maiter, and re-
mand my foul, when itis in the hand of CGod,
to its former lodging refitted up. No creature
can come into, or be reftored to being, but by
him who 1s the fountain of all beings.

He that had power to create bread two
{everal times, to {atisty {fome thoufands, might
have power to create the whole world ; there
being no more impoflibility 1n the one, thar
in the other. Either then creative and provi-
dential powers are no divine powers ; or clie
thele effeCts likewile bear the ﬂamp- of the
Deity.

If the fick may be healed, and the deaf
‘made to hear by an inferior bemg . can Zhe
marmed be made whole, (Matth. xv. 31.), or a
loft limb reftored ? He, who produced and

prelerves
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preferves that infinitely complicated engine,
the human body, can alone form or reftore
Emy member of it. For in each member of
it there is a curious interweaving of endlefs
fibres, there are continual itreams running to
and from each part of it, through an inhinity
of canals, to convey nutrition throughout:
cach member maintains a conftant corrcipon-
dence with the head and the heart; 1t 1s the
inftrument or occalion of exciting certain
fenfations in the {oul, and is enabled, by an
:ncrecdible ativity, to execute her orders, as
ioon as fhe iffues them out, and wills the
motion of the hand or foot, or any other
part: a power {0 be derived only from him,
who commands, and it is immediately done.
It may be of fome importance to inquirc,
whether it be confifient with God’s wifdom to
intruft any beings, much lefs evil ones, with
iuch ample powers, as to referve to himfelf no
diftin&ive charafters of his own power ; whe-
rher this be nct to give up the moft valuable
branches of his prerogative, and in effect to
unking himielf: whether this would not be
the cale, 1if evil fpirits might perform all the
miracles recorded from Genelis to the Apoca-
lypie. For if no fuch {upernatural notices,
10 fuch undeniable change of nature, carry
cvident marks and impreflions of the Deity ;
then the confifient unitorm workings of God,
according to citablifhed laws, cannot provc
the Deity ; and if they cannot prove it, then
we are left, to all appearanee, in a fatherlefs
| XoLe
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and forlorn world. We may then be as f{ure
that {uch miracles could be wrought by none
but God, as we are, that the WOi‘ld 1s governed
by God. |
But farthier, the argument for the unity of
(God 1s this, that one being is {ufhclent to
proauce ali the phznomena in natiare, and
therefore we have no occalion to fuppole any
more than one: which argument is enforced
by the /fim:lic ratio, analogy, and harmony,
which runs throughout nature, as far as the
{phere of our obfervation e: tends Bur,' if
another being can give as glaring indlcations
of power, In a fupesr qural manner, as are
thewn in the ordinary ccurfe of nature, if he
can break through that fimlis ratio and har-
mMony ; then this argument muit be dilmifled
as inconciufive. For the manifeftation of two
diftin&t equal powers mult lead us to the
acknowledgement cf two diftinét equal beings.
The ftanding miracle of the {abbatical or
feventh vear, well deferves our conﬁderatzon;
when the land lying uncultivated, the produce
of the earth in one year (the imth), according
to Moies’s promife, Lev, xxv. 21. was to be
thrice as much as ufual, or promﬁon for three
yuarq._ INow, either this miracle was perform-
ed, or not. If not, then the whele body of
~ the Jews muft have a Hagrant proof, that their
lawgliver was an 1m1')oﬂtor and coniequently,
muft have been {o far frO*n behevlng him,
that they would have been a nation of 1n‘idels.
Nay, they could nct a&ually have obferved
the
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the {abbatical year, ac‘cording to his direltions,
upon a failure of his promife. But if this
miracle was performed, then it muft be the
Lord’s doing : for God would never fufter any
evil {pirit, for {fuch a long tract of time, for
{everal centuries, by an oi:t—lepe ated e*:emph—-
fication of his power to do thrice as much
in a {upernatural manner, as he himfelf did
in one year, in the ordinary courfe of his
providence. It i1s as certain then, that no
{uch miracles could be wrought by any evil
{pirit; as that there are not two diftin&
independent beings at the helm.,  Where there
1s an 1nfinite difproportion of power between
two beings, there muft be {ome {ufhcient
marks of diftin&ion, to afcertain, which of
them als. It cannot therefore be 1mpoflible
to hit the dividing point, between the little
puny feats of evil {pirits, and the auguft
difplay of divine power. But if fuch an
uninterrupted {eries of unparallelled miracles
as our daviour did, do not point out to us the
appropriate enfigns of the Deity ; what others
can we lingle out as {ufficiently and peculiarly
expreflive of his Majeﬁy r The moft aftonifh-
ing idea we can conceive of the molt afto-
nithing being that is, is, that he brings about
things, by the mere ad&t and jiaf of his will,
without any tedious, flow, gradual procefs;
that it is as ealy for him to efieCt whatever
he wills, as it is to will any effedt. But
behold another, if he were another, ulurps his
fovercign ftyle: 7 wwill) be thou clecn. Lawarus,

come



3 The truth of Chriffianity.

come jorth : It is {poke, it is. done: nature
hears his voice, and, confefling her anthor,
inftantly cbeys the dread comimand.

Thofe fettled and eftablithed rules, by which
{sod governs the material world, beme; for the
general good of the whole, God will never
alt by particalar wills, and miracles. in nume-
rous, open, uncontefted inftances; nor will
he {uffer others to a&k by them, but for {ome
{fuperior and prepollent good, which cannot
be attained but by a deviation from the fettled
courfe of nature. Either then the miracles
were wrought for {ome {uperior good, or they
were not. If they were, then there is no
abfolute neceflity to {uppofe other beings
concerned : it was not beneath the Deity to
1nterpofe ; 1t was no proftitution of his power
and dlgmty, but an a& of condefcenfion and
goodnels worthy of himfelf, If they were
not for fome prepollent good ; then he would
not fufler them to be wrought at all: fince if
evil beings might, for no prepollent good,
interrupt the courfe of nature, and turn things
1nto another channel, all human affairs muit
ftand {lill; all our mduﬁry muit ftagnate, and
all our prudence be fuperfeded. For where
every thing in the courfe of nature was pre-
carious, where there was no regular conduét
or providence; no regular and well-concerted
means could be of any fervice, to procure any
defirable end, or avert any evil. ~Wifdom
and folly, carefulnefs and idlenefs, would be
upon a level, if beings of a fuperior nature

WCEIe
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were left at large, to difconcert, unfettle, and
embroil every thing, 1 can calily {fee, that
God may facrifice the uniformity and harmo-
ny of his providence, upon fome uncommon
exigency ; the love of the happinefs of- his
creatures being fupe:lim to his love cof order:
but that he fhould fuffer a fet of evil {pirits to
break through that magnificent fimplicity, and
regular variety, which conftitute beauty ; that
he fhould f{uffer an impoftor to go on in a
continued {eriecs cf unrivalled miracles, to
raife the dead, and himfelf, to confer the
{ame powers cn his followers, and to enable
them to fpeak all languages; and all this with
a defign to deceive a iet of creatures, who
MNAY be, and are cvery day decewved, without
the expence of one miracle, is a fuppofition
highly injurious to the wiidom of the Deity,
which has given things a law, which fhall not
be broken upon every ﬂ‘ght occaﬁonn It isin
nature, as in a poem : the great author of it
may break through {et formal rules, when a
oreater beauty may be compafled by {fwerving
from them, then by {crupuloufly adhering to
them. DBut then he will never permit others
to break through his regular adjuftment of
things, and blend their own performances
promifcucully with his. I grant that evil
invifible beings may be the minifters of God’s
vengeance, as well as vilible beings are ; nay,
they are much properer inftruments, as their
intelle&ts are clearer, their reafon more exten~

iive, and their powers more enlarged. But
ali
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all this may be done coniitently with the lawg
of mnature; at leaft without any noterious
uncontrolled breach of them.

To thefe miracles of power we may add
prophecles, which are miracles of knowlﬁdbm
Now, how God himfelf thould certainly fore-
fee uncertain events, 1s unconceivable by us ;
but it is abiolutely 1mpo{ﬁble that any fuch
degree of knowledge fhould be lodged in finite
bemw Yet there are {everal {fuch prophecies
as fuPpefe infallible knowledge of contingent
events ; and confequently, muit be aicribed
to God alone. Such is the prophecy about
Cyrus by name, and what he would do, above
an hundred years before he was born ; Ifaiah’s
~ prophecy concerning our Saviour’s fuﬁ'ermgs
a prophecy {o very punctual, that if we were
not certain of the contrary, one would {ufpeét
that the author had lived after our Saviour,
and had nothing to do but to adjuit the pre-
tended prophecy to the event. Such is our
Saviour's prediétion concerning the unexam-
pled deftru&tion of Jerufalem, and the difper-
{ion of the Jews, ’till zbe fulnefs of the Gentiles

ﬂould come 111,
There then is- no queftion, but, if the

.miracles were wrought, they were Wrough
by God himfelf : which brings me to the

1I. Point, which was to prove, we have
fufficient evidence the miracles were actually

wrought.
And
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And in order to this, I need not prove, that
the apoftles could not be deceived themielves,
fince they were eye-witnefies of our Saviour’s
miracles ; much lefs could they be deceived,
as to the miracles they themielves performed
particularly as to that of the giit of tongues.
¥or they muft have had as much an internal
confcioufnefs, that they could on a fudden
underftand and {peak a variety of languages,
which they never learned, as they had an in-
ternal coniciouinefs of their own exiftence.
"They muft have an intimate feeling of what
pafled within them.

My bufinefs thall be to thew,

1//, That the apoltles had no intereft to
deccive others: and,

2d/y, That they could not have deccived
mankind it they wouid.,

1//, Then, I am to prove, that the apcitles
had no intereft to deceive others.

If Chrifvianity was an impofiure, it was 2
firange impofture indeed ; an impofture bene-
ficial to the world, but deftru&ive to the
authors, in the nature and tendency of the
thing 1tfelf: beneficial, I {fay, to the world,
fince it forbade every vice, and injoined every
virtue, that could make a man more happy
in himielf, more ferviceable to the world, and
more acceptable to God: but as viiibly, in its
genuine confequences, deftruétive to the au-
=th(31s fince they could not expe@ to impeackh
" the Ju{’uce of the Jewilth government, by

charging the crime of murder, the murder of
the
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the Prince of life, upon the rulers, to difturb
public {ettlements, and unhinge national reli-
gions with Impunity; f{ince they knew from
the indignities their mafter met with, that
they were to promote it at the cxpence of
whatever was dear and valuable to them in
this life ; {ince the Pagan priefts would every
where work up the dregs of the populacc
into a ferment, againft the propagators of a
religion, which could not take place but at
the expence of their intereft.

It may be faid, the apofiles were aCtuated
by ambition: they were impatient to {et
them{elves above the undiftinguifhed many,
and to fhew the {uperiority of their parts by

diflenting from the common herd.
It 1s granted, that ambition is fometimes as

predominant in the vulgar, as it i1s in men of
letters, or heroes: but then it operates in a
quite different manner, and flows in another
channel,

For inftance, an ignorant peafant, who has
had a narrow and confined education, may be
delirous to be the oracle of the village in
which he lives, and to get and maintain an
alcendant over it, This would probably be
the height of his ambition: it could never
enter into his head, if he were in his {enfes,
without the advantages of a refined converfa-
tion, or the knowledge of books, to erect
himfelf into a teacher of many nations. The
philofopher indeed might be tempted to en-

large the fcene of ation, and to {pread his
fame
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fame and knowledge throughout the world:
but a defire of diftin&tion in poor unlettered
men of common fenfe, is confined within =«
~ narrower iphere, it never prompts them to
take the world for their theatre, and mankind
for their audience.

If then the apoftles were men of common
ienfe, which 1s plain from that excellent {yitem
of momhty, which they have leit us, explain-
ed in the clearelt precepts, enforced by the
ftrongelft motives, and exemplitied by the
brighteft pattern ; they could not, were their
pailion for glory never {o firong, mercly upon
the ftrength of that motive, have formed a
wild romantic projelt of propagating a new
rchgwn ainong the polite, as well as barbarous
nations, without either riches or power to ob-
trude their {entiments upon the world, or art
and addrefs to infinuate them.

No, i1f they had not been fwayed by a
principle of obedience to their Creator, and a
well-grounded belief in him, that he would
proiper their endeavour; that attempt, w:iz.
for a few defencelefs ignorant men to change
the religions of all the earth, by introducing
a rational devotion, and a pure morality, had
been a kind of rehgmus knight-errantry, which
fome frantic enthufiafts might have {et on foot ;
but was inconfiftent with their chara&er, who
fpoke the words of {obernefs and truth.
Thefe -then were the true fprmgs of their
a&ions, a fettled conviction of the truth of
the refurre@ion, a firm confidence that they

repoicy
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repofed in their Maker and Savicur, and :
certain expeltation of heavenly rewards ir
reverfion. Had they not believed the truth
of the refurretion, and that God would give
a fanétion to it by ‘miraclés ; vain-glory, 1t is
certain, could not prompt them to embark in
an attempt which they could not but forefee
muft terminate in their difgracée and defeat;
they being in themlfelves very incompetent
-mﬁruments, to cccafion fo great a revolutlon,
in religion.

Beﬁdes, it 1S plam amhbitiori could never
have been their motive: had they indeed pre-
tended to preach and write from their own
fund of {enfe, and to f{irike out an entirely
new track of thought, without treading {er-
vilely in the iteps of another ; then there had
been fome colour for taxing them with vain-
glory : but inftead of this, they difclaim the
vanity of being thought originals: they refer
all the glory of being the firft author of thefe
beneficial truths to their Lord and Mafter: he
was the mafter-builder who laid the plan;
they defire only to be confidered as under-
agents and workmen; a charater, to which
ambitious men are not willing to 1itoop:
they every where make ocur Saviour the im-
- mediate fountain-head of that knowledge
which watered and enriched the world ; they
only pretend to be the channels, thr ough
which it was conveyed.

- 'There are few or no other public a&ions;

but what 2 witty malice may put {fome {inifter
interpretation

a—
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interpretation upon ; and the beft deeds in
appearance may, and oiten, no queftion, do
proceed from a principle of wvanity: but the
a&tions of the apoftles will fland the teft of
the fevereft {crutinv. For they could not alt
upon any indiret and interefted views of
worldly henour, ambition, or gain ; they mutlt
have been fupported by a determined refolu-
tion of mind, to bear the utmoit preflures of
mifery and torment, in the cauie of tiuth,
founded upon a prolpe& of future happinels.
So far are they from confultung th= dignity of
human nature who deny the trutn of Chrifii-
anity, that they do what in them lies, to
rob us of the moft inconteftable examples of
human virtue, and conifequently to depretiate
our nature.

It is obje&ted indeed, whereas the primitive
witnefles fealed their teftimony with their
blood ; that confideration doés not weigh
much, {ince {everal criminals have perfifled
to the laft in the denial of known faéts.

'To this I anfwer, that thele wretches gene-
rally do it with the profpe&t of a pardon or a
reprieve. But pray, which of thefe hardened
creatures would perfevere to atteft what he
knew to be falfe, provided a pardon was
offered, if he would confefs the truth? Yet
this was the cale of the apoliles: they might
at any time have prelerved their lives, by
laying open the cheat, if it had been one:
nay, in the firft council, that of the jJews,

kefore which they were convened, all that
" was
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was defired of them was, that they fhould
preach no more in ilte name of Jelus.

He that can produce one mftance of a man
that would tather part with his life, than
retraf what he knew to-be falfe, when he
might fave his life by retradting, muft find
fome hiftory as yet unknown to the learned
world. Much léfs can a number of {fuch men
be produced, who ail with an inflexible
ftubbornnefs, with an unconquerable fpirit;
were ceniiftent from firft to laft, ’till. death
clofed the icene, without one of them throw-
ing off the mafk:; I have often heard that
terrors and torments have made a man abjure
what he knew to be true 3 but I never heard,
that they had {fomething {o inviting in them,
as to make a man, much lefs a number of
men, maintain what they were conicious was
a fallehood, a falfehood unprofitable to them,
when they might have been refcued from
death by recanting, 'There is then this mate-
vial difference : criminals ecithier, in the firft
place, fallity with an intention to {ave them-
ielves from the firoke of juftice : whereas the
apoftles brought their lives; knowingly and
wilfully, into imminent danger ; nay, actually
loft them, for nothing but perfevering to atteft
the truth, unawed by any terrors, unallured
by hopes of pardon : or fecondly, malefa&ors
have died, as they lived, under an infenfibili-
ty of each good and virtuous impreflion.
Grofs and heavy minds, that think of nothing;

i this world - but what firikes their fenfes,
| may -
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may think of nothing beyond this world:
but the apoftles muft have lived an exemplarg
life, and in an uninterrupted tenour of virtue.
For a profligate and immoral life would have
blafted their credit as much, as the deteftion
of a notoricus fallechood. And it is not to be
{fuppoled, that men of exemplary hives, who
in their writings inculcate the jufteft, and
therefore the nobleit {entiments of the Deity,
and a {iri&t regard to truth, would die with a
taliehcod in their mouths.,

I own that cnthufiafin will put men upon
defperate attempts. But then the apoftles
could not have been enthufiafts.  For they
muft have had an ablolute certainty, whether
our Saviour was rifen, after fuch oft-repeated,
lafiing, {enfible evidence of his being alive,
after having feen, handled, and felt him:
they muft be intimately confcicus (the higheft
degree of certainty) whether they could fpeak
all languages, agreecably to his promife after
his rifing from the dead, wviz. that they {hould
be endued with power from on bigh. 1f they
then afierted thefe things without any founda-
tion, they knevs what they aflerted to be falfe.
Now, he is not an enthufiaft, who aflerts what
he knows to be falfe ; he is fomething worlie.

That charge being difmifled, the only tole-
rable motive that can be affigned, is that of
vain-glory, which I have already diiproved.
For it is plain to the force of a demonfitration,
that they were not influenced by other worldly
views, when they knew, that renouncing eale

P and
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and pleafure, their country and friends, they
were to face poverty, bonds, and death, under
their moft forbidding and frightful appear-
-ances. [ think, fays St Paul, zhat God hath fcr
forth us the apofiles lofl, as it were appornted
to-death : for we are made a [peclacle to the
world, and unto angels and men.— Even unto
this prefent bour we both bunger and trirfl, and
are naked and are buffeted, and have no certaii
dzvelling-place, and labour working with our
own hands ; we are reviled, perfecuted, and
defamed 5 we are made as the jfilth of ibe
world, and the cff~fcouring of all things. 1
Cor. 1v. 9. ©@e.

Hear what Clemens Romanus, contempo-
rary with the apoftles, fays, in his firft epiitle
to the Corinthians, the moit valuable monu-
ment of Chriftian antiquity, next to the inipired
writings. It was of unjuft envy, that Peter

- ¢¢ {uftered, not one or two, but {everal pains;
¢ and having undergone martyrdom, 1s gone
‘““ into the place of glory, .which was due to
“ him. It is out of envy’ (continues the
iame author) ¢ that Paul got the prize of
““ patience, having been put leven ftimes in

¢ irons, itoned, and {courged ; being the he-
¢¢ rald of the goipel in the eait and weft, he
¢ made his faith famous. Having taught the
““ whole world juftice, and heing come to the
“ extremity of the wetl, when he had {uffered
** martyrdom before the chief of the itate, he
* went out of the world ¥.” Thefc are the
words

¥ Cotelerit patres apoftolici, vol. 1. pag. 150. 151.
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words of an author, who had no temptations
to falfify, and living in the {fame age with the
apoftles, could not want an opportunity tc
inform himielf of the truth of what he
delivers. Since then the apoitles were not
fwayed by vain-glory, or other worldly confi-
derations ; they muit have been either afted
by a difinterefted love of pain and mifery,
contrary to the known workings of human
nature, contrary to the firlt principle, that of
felf-prefervation, and an invincible defire of
happinefs ; or they muit have been {wayed by
a fettled convi&ion of the truth of the refur-
reGion, and animated by the hopes of an
everlafting weight of glory. "Thele are the
only affignable {prings of action.

lebehevers would be thought to be great
patrons of focial morality: but one cannot well
conceive how {ociety, and confequently {ocial
morality, can fubfift upon their principles,
which are fruitful of diftruft and jealoufy.
They who can impioufly believe the apoftles to
have been deceivers and knaves, mufl, if
confiftent with themfelves, believe every one
elfe to be {o too, as far as he has capacity and
opportunity. They who can entertain a doubt
of the apoftles honeﬁy, after the firongeft
proofs of their integrity, that they couid
poﬂibly cive, or mankind require, muft en-
tertain a general undlﬁmgm{hmg {fufpicion of
every perfon about them.

Add to this, that 2 vein of fimplicity runs

roughout their whole cempoiure, and nature,
C 2 void
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void of art, [peaks in every line. And
whatever critical fkill and ac¢uracy in languages
they might want, they every where {eém to
{peak, what is more eftimable than all the lan-
guages belides, the language of the heart: they
never caftin {hades what might appéar too bold,

glaring, and incredible at the firlt eranfient
view: they never imooth the way and prepare
the reader, for what might {feem offenfive : they
everywhﬂre leave the actions to fpeak, and their
readers to Judge, for themfielves. Plain honeft
cruth wants no artificial colourings ; and falle-
hood is apt to betray itfelf, by laying them on
too thick. Truth{hines with unberrowed beau-
ties, and has no need of foreign ornaments : but
on fal{ehood, which has no comelinefs in itfelf,
men beftow the more abundant comelinefs.
Flere they lavifh out all their art, prodigal -of
decorations, to divert the eye from attending
to its genuine deformity.

The evidence ftill rifes higher, if we con-
[ider that the truth of the miraculous fa&ts 1n
{cripture-hiftory, is proved by events fubfe-
quent to them ; which events, v:z. the pro-
pagation and eltablifhment of Chriftianity,
could never have taken place, unlefs the mira-
culous fadts had been true: for it was as
ampoflible, that e tewelve apoflles thould pro-
pagate Chriftianity, againit the united forces of
Jews and Gentiles, magifirates and philofo-
phers, as zhat tewelve anarned men fhould defear
the whole Roman arity. 'The relation therefore
which the fcripture gives us of miracles, muft

De
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be frue: becaule, without a {uppofition of
miracles actuzlly pexiormed, we cannot rati-
onally account for #bat great turn in religious
affairs, which not very long after followed, visz,
the fubverfion of Pagan idolatry in part, and
the mntroduction of the worfhip of God in
{pirit and in truth.

But this argument for the truth of Chriftianity
falls under my next head, and muft be referved
for another dilcourfe.

S £ R M O N. IT.
ON THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.
JoHN 111. 2.

Rabbz, awe kunow that thou art a teacher come
Jrom God: jfor no man can do thefe miracies
that thon doff, excepr God be with bim.

i Have already proved in a former difcourfe,
that miracles may be {o circumitanced, as

to be dire&t and decifive evidences of a divine
power and commiiion.~—I'hat it was ablolute-
ly impoflible the apoftles thould be deceived
themielves, as witnefles of our Saviour’s mi-
racles and their own.—That it was morally
rmpoflible they ifhould attempt to deceive
others.—~The {ubjeét of my prelent dilcourie
.5 to prove, that the apoftles could not have
| deceived
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-deceived mankind, 1 they would : nor have
impoied a falfe religion “upon the world, by
wirtue of a pretended commifiion from heaven.
If the Chriftian religion, containing doc-
trines unpalatable to flefh and blood, “void of
every advantage, befides its own imer'nal CX~
cellency, to recommend it, and clogged with a
great many 1ncumb1‘an%s, could carry convic-
tion with it from eaft to weft, by fuch 1ncom-
petent inftruments, in fo {hort a time, 1n {pite
of the moit refolved oppofition : if this plant,
from a {lender appearance at firft, grew, and
waxed a great tree, when no kindly funfhine
of wos Ldly power yet {miled vpon it; nay,
when the inclemency of the {eafon beat hard
againit it ; the growth of it was undoubtedly
marvellous.

It 15 granted, that in matters of pure {pecula-
tion, the bulk of mankind may be, and often
are, deceived; becauie they have not leifure er
capacity, to unravel {ftudied iophiftry, and
nicely to diftinguifh between what is plaufible,
and what 1s {folid and fubftantial : but the cale
is different as to miracles, which are matters
of fack, that fall under the cognifance of our
fenfes. Here the vulgar and the learned are
cqually competent judges, and you can per-
{fuade neither of them to believe he {ees a glar-
ing fact, which he does not a&ually behold.
Either then the apoftles wrought fuch matters
of falt, or they did not. If they did, then
they were invefted with a power from God:
for evil Ipirits would not, if they could, em-

- power
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power them to beat down idolatry: if they
did not, then it ig unaccountable, how a fet of
ﬁ{"lelmen, de fplfed for their poverty, and
odious upon the account of their nation,
{thould propagate through many nations, not
to fay the whole known world, {tich an unlike-
ly ftory as this, ws/z. That cne who was
crucified as a common malefadior in Judea,
was to be adored as a God; and that too, at
{uch a Jun@tur of time, when thelr numerous
converts in {everal parts of the world, {ome of
whom were men of known dlﬁmamr and
| opulenuy, (fuch as Dionyfius of the Areopagus,
Jofeph of the Jewifh fanhedrim, Sergius Paul-
us a yrocoaiu Flavius Clemcns a Roman
conful, &c¢.), who had, very probably, enjoyed
one contmued funfhine of profperity ; muft
bid adieu to all the blandifhments of life, un-
dergo whatever 1s diftafteful to human nature,
and either {uffer, or be in danger of {uffering
martyrdom.

I would r“hdly ave the Deifts try the ex-
periment : Jet them {end the ableft they can
iingle out of their numerous fraternity to
broach {uch a like ftory : for inftance, that one,
who fuffered in England for a malefadtor, is
rifen from the dead, and is to be worfthipped as
the favicur of mankind: let them {fend them
to Portugal or Spain, where the inquifition
reigns, and where as exquiiite tortures will be
applied to them as were to the promitive mar-
tyrs. It is ealy to {ee the confequence: they

themfelves would meet with a very warm
reception ;
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reception ; but their do&rine with a very cold
“one: both would be involved in the {ame doom,
both perith and come to naught. If then the
apoftles had not a power of working genuirn
miracles, and difplaying the .L.mple*f’t credenti-
als of divine power; it will be the gres "'ff:ﬂt
miracle ot all, that without either riches to
bribe, authority to awe, or a'cquirad lﬂ'nowlﬁ-dge
and dexterity to over-reach men into a com-
pliance with their notions, they fhould pave
the way to {o general and great a turn in reli-
Zious affairs ; when thefe boaﬁed maiters of
reafon, the Deifts, thele men cf large vfew.:,,
who by an uncommon fuperlorn.}r of the foul
have diiengaged themielves from the prejudices
of education, would not be able to bring over
2 majority of men, nay, perhaps, not one
man of common {enfe in any one nation; if
they fhould {fet on foot fuch ancther unpromi-
{ing projeét.

Let us {uppole, that a perfon in our days
fhould embark in a defign of cancelling all
the old religions, and bu11d1ng a new one up-
on their ruins; that, to compafs this defign,
fie pretended toraife the dead, make the blind
{ee, the lame walk, the deaf hear, €. that
not long after his death, his followers vaifQ
a pun&tual cucvmﬁantlal relation of all thefe
things, mentioning the places where, the per-
{ons upon whom, the witnefles before whom
thele mis adcs were iaid to be wrought @ let us
put the cafe, that they too nrecend-..,d tc have

the fame miraculous powers vefted in them,
and
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and that their doétrine gained footing every
where, not only in En gland but in foreign
countries : would the mag:ifiracy, and thofe
whofe intereft was at ftake, remain una&ive
in {uch a critical jun&ure, and {uffer the people
to be feduced by fuch ove';bearing pretenf{ions?
No, certainly the} would {end, which might
be eali :ly done, to the places where, the perfons
upon whom, and the witnelles before whom
thofe aftonithing notices of divine power were
{a:d to be dlfpl"“f”"d . they would take down the
depofitions oi creditable and fubflantial witnefl-
¢s 1n every place, that the dead were not raifed,
nor the fick cured there, nor thoufands fed in
a miraculous manner, e tney would circu-
late and difperic thele atteltations, and {end the
antidote, where-ever the infc&ion was fpread.
Now I afk, did the Jewith and Pagan
mmagiftracy :md priefthood, upon the firft
publication of the facts, wnen the goipel
began to {pread, take thefe cafy meaiures,
which common fenfe fuggeited, to fupprefs
Chriftianity, and confront its cvldu}ca?’ i
they did, then Chrift mnli.j* muit have been
fiifled and overlaid in 1ts infancv, by the
weicht of leveral thoufands cof ' hoforcited
witnefies, givinz it under "c;zc -hende, fiat no
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of the falts: they confeflfed the world was
not deceived ; becaufe; if it had been {fo,
they neither wanted power nor inclination to
undecelve it.

But it 1s objected, that {uch accounts were
publifhed, which the Chriftians, when they
got the power .1nto their hands, wifely took
care to {upprefs. To which I anfwer: When
did the Chriftians get the power into their
hands? Why, after Chriftianity had ftood the
thock, and outlived the rage of ten long per-
fecutions. But this does not at all invalidate
what I faid, viz. that Chriftianity muft have
been overlaid in its intancy, by the weight of
authentic accounts, well attefted againft its
truth : whereas then i1t was too late; it had
taken the deeper root, by weathering out the
ftorm. Befides, this is gratic diftum; there
are no traces left of any books, that ever
denied the fats; no mention of them occurs
any where. We have indeed {fome remains
of Celfus, Hierocles, Porphyry, and Julian,
declared enemies to Chriftianity. But what
they allege does not amount to a denial of the
facts: 1o far are they from that, that they
alcribe the miracles of our Saviour to magic,
and the Jews in the Talmud, juft as their
forefathers do in the New Teftament, to a
correipondence or intercourfe with the devil

To account for the rife and propagation of
Chriftianity, our adverfaries have recourie to
falle miracles, which they fay are very common,
among Chriftians, By Chriftians here they

mean
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mean the Papifts : but if Popifh priefts chule
to a&k their pretended miracles in by-places,
in cloyfters, or at leaft only before men of
their own perfualion, where they have the
power in their hands, to fence oil an impartial
inquiry into them ; and yet their pious frauds
have been generally detected : if notwithitand-
ing their confefled depth of art and finefie to
execute a well-concerted projeét, they have
never attempted to do a wonder in the eye of
a Proteftant nation, before a great concourle
of heretics, as they call us; then I defire to
know how a {et of unpolithed men, unpra&tiled
in ftudied wiles and myf{terious trauds, {hould
audacioudly and fucceisfully carry on a flagrant
cheat, in the eye of thoufands of its molt
inveterate foes, the priefts and rulers of the
Jewith nation, and indeed the rulers and priefts
of every other nation, who wanted neither
difcernment enough to unmaik and expofe it
if it had been {uch, nor power to crufh and
{tifle it. This, I {ay, was impoflible, if their
miracles had been impoftures, and therefore
they were not {fo. And fince the dilcovery of
impoftures has fltaggered the faith of fome
weak men, and made them look upon Chrifti-
anity in the {fame diladvantageous light ; 1 will
venture to fay, that the more numerous the
impoftures are, which are diicovered ; the
more Chriftianity is connrmed thereby: be-
caule it proves, that no impofture can ftand
the teft of a {fevere examination, when men
¢f power and policy vigoroufly intereft them-

felves
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felves 1n the dete&Gion of it, and are relclved
to go to the bottom of it. Impofiures need
only to be held up to the light, to be
feen through; but Chriftramity, the more
thoroughly it was canvafled, and the meore
vigorouldly it was oppofed, the more it gained
footing in the world. There is then this
differenice between an impoiture and a genuine
miracle. The former loves obicurity, the
latter is defirous to be fet in the flrongelt point
of view, and challenges the neareft infpection,
of the moft penetrating judge.

Befides, Tacitus, an Heathen hiftorian, af-
fures us, that in Nero’s reign, but thirty years
after our Saviour’s relurreétion, there was
(ingens multitudo ) a prodigious multitude of
Chriftians at Rome, above two thoufand miles
from Jerufalem; that Nerc infli¢ted upon
them the moft exquifite punifhments; and
particularly, that they were burnt to give light
in the fireets, when day-light failed. |

What {hall we fay as to that prodigious
multitude, who, in Nero’s reign, were faith-
ful unto death, unwearied by toils, unfhaken
by mifery, and undifmayed by terrors, even
by death the king of terrors ? They could not
be miltaken,. {ince they who converied with
the apoftles, muft know, whether they made
zood their pretenfions to a miraculous power
or not; or, 1n other words, whether they
were impolftors, or perfons commiffioned by
God. Did they then wilfully conipire to

impofe upon cthers? Upon what motives ?
‘That
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‘That of vain-glory ? No, certainly. 'The great
leaders of parties may {ometimes expect to he
tranimitted down to pofterity, with marks of
honour, and to leave behind them a bright
and lalting track of glory. But their numerous
retinue of follewers muft expet to die unno-
ticed, as they lived unknown: each of them
will be loft in the croud, like 1o thany ciphers,
undiftinguifhed, and of no confideration or
moment, any farther than they contribute to

make the principal figure, which was placed™
at the head of them, more coniiderable. Now,
that men fhould give up the moit weighty and
valuable confiderations of this life ; nay, life
ittelf, for invaluable rewards in heaven, and
for an exceeding weight of glory; that they
fhould {ufpend all defire of applaufe, ’till they
received the ineflimable applaule of their
Creator———this is eafily accounted for. But
that men fhould give wp thetr all bere, for
rnothing 1n reverfion ; that they fhould refign
life 1tfelf, without even expeéting that imagi-
nary life, a great name aiter death, merely #5
atteft and fupport an wunprofitable falfeHood——
this is highly incredible, abfurd, and impofhble.
I grant, that feveral may die martyrs for an
opinion that 1s falfe ; becaufe, though it be
talie, they may be perfuaded it is true. But
miracles, upon which Chrittianity is founded,
are matters o1 fact, of which the early follow-
ers of the apofties muft have becen eye-
witnefies. And nobody ever died o affert an
untruth in gmatters of jfalf, as to which he
coulid
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could not be deceived, {uppoling #be truth of
his fenfes : though {everal have died, rather
than renounce opinions, the falfity of which.
they had not judgment enough to diicover.
Much lefs can it be imagined, that; under the
early perfccutions of Nero and Domitian,
many thoulands of Chriitians would go on in
an uninterrupted track of falfifying wwilfully,
at the expence of thetr lives ; without one of.
them, even 1in the article of death, deviating

into truth. |
The numerous converts to Chriftianity in
the firft century, could not have believed it to
be true, if 1t had been falie. For they muit
-have had an inward coniciouinels, . whether
they had received thofe miraculous giits or
not, for the abufe and mifapplication of which
St Paul in his firft epiftle to the Corinthians
cenfures and reproves them. = They muft have
fiad an abfolute certainty, {uppofing no extra-
ordinary gitts were communlicated to them,
that he, from whom. they received their
religion, and whofe epiftles, as appears from
St Peter and others, were univerfally read as
of divine authority, was a {hamelefs impoftor.
And yet they could not have profefled the
beliei of 1t, knowing it to be an impofiture,
at a tlme, when Chnﬁmns were of all men
w0/t zmaiferable, without any profpet of Worldly
honour and advantage, but with a certain
expeCation of exquifite torments; except
upon a {fuppofition that they loved milery and
bated happinels as {uch.
S Pliny
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Pliny, a perfon of unfufpected veracity, in

the reign of Trajan, not feventy years after
the refurreftion, in a letter to the emperor,
informs him that where he was governor in
Bithynia, a place above twelve hundred miles
from Jerufalem the neareft way ; to arrive at
which you mult travel through leveral nations,
of different languages, Syrians, Pamphylians,
‘Carians, Lycians, ©@e  Chriftianity had {o
far prevailed, that  the temples of the gods
¢ were almoft delolated, their facred rites a
“ long time intermitteds izmd there were very
¢ few that would buy any facrifices, notwith-
« ftanding great {everities were inflicdted upon

¢ Chrz{hzms cf every rank, {ex, and age.’
]uﬁm Martyr, who lived in the fame cen-
fury, informs us, 1n his dialogue with Trypho
the Jew, that there was no nation i1n the known
world, where {fome did not pray to God in
the name of Jefus Chrift. What fhall we fay
then ¢ that the apoliles travelled from one end
of the earth to the other, without underftand-
ing the languages of {everal nations ? Then it
would have been impoflible to have made any
converts, by {peaking to them in an unknowi
tongue. Or fhall we fay, that men bred up
in low employments had a wvaft variety of
fanguages at command? "That would have
been almoft impoflible, if they had made ;
the whole bufinefs of their livea. In fhort,
there 1s no other way of accounting {for it,
but by mfplratlon. they could not acquire
them ; they muit be the gift of God. And
when

]
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when I confider, that they enlightened as
many nations with a rational devotion, and
found morality, as Alexander ravaged by the
force of arms; that they did more in one
century to difabule the werld, and refcue i
from human facrifices, and to propagate bene-
ficial truth, than the philofophers had done for
many ages: I think, what was a mere
compliment, when applied to a certain great
hero, is but {trict juilicc done to them, wvi=.
that they were the inftraments n Zenitzs rebus
gerendis, quantas andere vis bHominis ; perjicere
nullins mifi Dez, “ 1n bringing thofe things to
“ bear, which mercly to attempt was more
¢ than human ; but to perform was certainly
“ God-like and divine.” - That the apoftles,
though low, fhould overcome the great; and
though ignorant, {fhould teach the wile; can
only be afcribed to him, who has chofen 2he
weak things of ihis world fo confound ithe
g hry.

Beiides, {fuppoling the apoiiles had aflerted
without any Ioundation, that at the death of
our Saviour, when the moon was at the full,
and confequently there could be no natural
eclipie, yet there was a {upernatural one, and
a darknels of three hours continuance ; that
in the metropolis of the nation, the partition
of- the temple was rent from the top to the
bottom ; that tne graves were opened, and
the dead appeared i the heart of the nation ;
that fifty days after, at the {folemnity of
Pentecolt, to ceiebrate which people relorted

from
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from different parts of the world; there was
a defcent of hery tongues upon them, by
virtue of which, f{everal, who, i1t could be
proved, Knew no tongue but their native ong,
were empowered to converfe publiely with
men of different nations, in their own lanc
ecuage : fuppofe, I fay, they fhould have ai=
ferted thiele things without any foundation,
could they have perfuaded one man to have
iwallowed fuch crudeé glaring fallehoods im
matters of faé&t, and make him believe he {aw
what he never did, a {upernatural eclipfe, and
heard what he did not, the miracle of tongues ?
If they could, I fhould not know which moft
to' wonder at, their modefty in aflerting f{uch
notorious untruths, or his underftanding im
believing them. Thus theirfiory would have
beeri an empty bubble, which muft have funk
and vanifhed, almoft as foon as it rofe. - That
tingle fa& of the miraculous eclipfe, if falfe,
muft have proved a millitonie about thé neck of
it, and [unk it irretrievably. It put it in the
poweér of man, woman, and child, to diiprove
their relation : every one would tell them
fuch a thing muftbe notorious and vifible to
the whole world, which: yet had efcaped their
notice, and that of every one el{e they knew:
They could not then have impofed upon the
age in which they lived.

'The only thing that can be {fuppoled, 1s; that
the ftory might be put upon aftéer ages, at {ome
diftant period of zimec.

D Flace
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Place then the date and rife of Chrifhianity
at what period of timc you pleale ; could the
propagators of it perfuade any people to believe
fuch a ftory of public notorious facts, which
they never heard of before, without founda-
tion or evidence ? INo certainly, it they {hould
tell us, that, to perpetuatc the memory of
thefe altions, the hiftory of themx had been
writtcn by eye-witnefles, public {acraments
appointed, weekly and annual feftivals cele-
brated from that time to this, and a church
founded, again{t which 2be gaies of bhell never
conld prevail.  Forthen the {tory would carry
its own confutation along with it, and they
might have as well attempted to make people
believe they heard ignorant men {peak all man-
ner of languages, cor faw our Saviour raife the
dead ; as that there was then 1 being a church,
again{t which the gates of hell never had pre-
valled ; 1n which thefe feftivals had been al-
ways oblerved, and thefe {acraments always
keptup. The cry would have been, Whatis
becomne of your church, which was to be 1m-
pregnable as a rock, and lafting as the {fun ?~—
Is it become an invifible church indeed ? O
of your orwn inouths will we condeme you : wiat
need we fartper witiie/ffes ¢ Now, would any
nation, difcarding the religion which they had
been bred up 1n, admit a new one in its {tead,
upon-the account of fuch a groundlefs {eli-
contradictory ftory ¢ What would they f{ay,
could fuch glaring and notorious faéts, which

muit have alarmed the whole world, like the
{failing
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{ailing of a thip, leave no traces behind them
of their exiftence in hiftory? In fhort, fuch
unfupported and overgrown fallechood muft
have tfailen ro the ground by its own unwieldly
bulk, without any one to overturnit.

T'o apply this to Chriftianity in general : If
the inarvellous fa&ts were not true, the books
which contain them, could never have been
rcceived, nor the feftivals and oblervances
which commemorate them, have taken place
in that age in which they were {aid to be done ;
—Dbecaufe’it was then inevery body’s power
to difprove them. They could not, in any
after ages, have been impoied upon mankind :
becaufe though ablfurdities may be graited
upon an old religion, yet no nation ever did,
or will, voluntarily embrace a religion entirely
new, without any evidence. And it is cer-
tain, they were notthusimpofed upon man-
kind long after; becaufe it appears by uncon-
tradicted written traditions, that thele ations,
auguft ceremonies, and feftivals, did commence
at the period afligned, and have flowed down
from the firft fountain-head to the prefent age,
in one uninterrupted fiream.

To apply this to the truth of the refurrecti-
on in particular: The apoficlical age could not
be deceived by a tham ftory of a refurretion,
becaufe our Saviour’s refurretion was as pub-
lic and notorious, as his death and crucifixien,
though not in itfelf, yet in its immediate con-
fequences, I mean thofe miracles wrought
before thoufands, by eye-witne{les, to confirm

D 2 the
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the truth of it. Was it then fet on foot in
fome after ages ! No, becaufe both the weel-
Iy and yearly memorials of it are of asold a
date as Chriftanity itlelf, and, from the firft
propagation of it, have been fucceflively handed
down to us. That Sunday was the weekly
memorial of it, even in the apoftolical age,
is plain from St. John, who fays, that fe was
it the [pirit on the Lord's day, or the day then
fet apart to commemorate the Lord’s refurrec-
tion. And that there was an annual memo-
rial of it, inflituted by the apoftles, and con-
tinued down to us, is plain from the early dif-
putes about the precife time on which it was
to be obferved; though the obfervation of
Eafter, as an apoftolical inftitution, was never
controverted. In fhort, the hiftory of the
goipel has all the teftimony, that any antient
matter of faét everhad ; and it has, befides,
{feveral material evidences, which other antient
matters of fact have not. For are there any
other ancicnt matters of fact, which were at-
tefted, by eye-witnelles, who expe&ted nothing
in this life but miferies and hardfhips for their
atteftations ; who were ready to lay down
their lives for the truth of what they {faid ;
who could not be deceived themielves, had no
intereft to deceive others, nor could have de-
ceived them if they would ? Are there ftand-
ing monuments, and {enfible obfervations, ap-
pointed to keep up the memory of other anci-~
ent matters of falt, commencing from the
time in which the actions were done, and from

thence
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thence, as from the firft hink, defcending to
pofrcrity in one continual chain ?  Did any
religion befides conquer by fuffering, and by
having its thoufands and ten thoufands flain ?
—Or did any belides, though its inflruments
were vaftly unequal to the taftk, bear down all
oppofition, and trinumph over the rage. of the
Jews, the learning of the philofophers, the
power of the emperors, and the prejudices and
paflions of all mankind ¢

It Chriftianity was an impofture, it was an
impofture fuz generis, a pure original, imita-
ting no impofture that ever washeard of before,
and which no impofture, I dare fay, will ever
after venture to imitate : an impofture, In
which there could be no prieftcraft ; for the
priefts, by profeffing and propagating it, expo-
{ed themfelves to fuperior tortures ; they ftood
in the front of the battle, and were iure to fall
the firft, and the bifhop generally ended in the
martyr : an impofture in which there could
be no ftate-craft ; for all the ftates of the world
for three hundred years were combined againit
it.

So firong, in fhort, if we take the argu-
- ments from prophecy, the internal excellenc 54
of Chuﬁlamty, and the neceiﬁty of a revela-
tion into the account, 1s the evidence for
Chriftianity, that it is the laft thing I f{hould
believe, that an inquifitive unplejudlcea man,
of a {ound head, and an upright neart, cou! 1d
be a determined infidel. Nothing ought to be

admitted in bar to {uch pregnant proofs, but
fome
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fome abfolute impoflibility in the nature of'the
thing : mere dificulties weigh nothing : for
at that rate we muft difbelieve every thing in
nature ; every thing in nature being attended
with great, nay infuperable difliculties.

Could we fuppofe a being in fome other part
- of the wide creation, of the {ame {ize cf under-
ftanding with ourlelves, but an entire firanger
to the natural hiftory of the world ; fhould
any one inform him of the amazing proper-
ties of the load-ftone, the phaznomena of light
and colours, the circulation of the blood con-
trary to all the known laws of motion, the re-
volutions of the planets, the cohefion of mat-
ter, the infinite lelﬁblllt}?‘ of finite matter,
nay, of the leaft grain of that finite matter,
the furprifing effeéts of chemiftry, he would
think the hiftory of nature far more unaccount-
able, than any Deift can the book of grace,
and the hiltory of the Bible.

Poor fhort-fighted creatures! The Ileaft
grain of fand is ableto baflle the fineft under-
ftanding : and yet we would pretend to {ound
the depths of the divine nature and counfels ;
never coniidering, what has been often obler-
ved, that, “ if what was revealed concerning
s God, were always adapted to our compre-
“ henfion ; how coiild it with any fitneis re-
¢ prefent that nature, which we allow to be
“ incomprehen{ible?”” We need not to ran-
fack the fcriptures for difficulties : every thing
about us and within us, above us and beneath

us, convinces us, that we are lgnorant; and,
if
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if once we come to a refolution to quit what
is clear (fuch-are the proofs for Chriftianity)
‘upon the account of what i1s oblcure; we
thall run into univerfal {cepticilm. We will
not’ believe, that the Deity does or difcovers
any thing marvellous and unaccountable in -an
unufual and fupernatural manner, though every
thing that he does in the common road of pro-
vidence, be marvellous and unaccountable to .
:iS. |

Though men may difagree about matters of
pure abitra&t realoning ; yet every reafonable
man 1s determined by the evidences for matters |
of fact, when they amount to a moral certain-
ty ; unlefs 1t be in caies, where the paflions in-
tereft themielves, and indifpofe the mind for
the reception ot truth. Eveéry intelligent per-
fon, after examination, muft judge alike in
thefe matters ; except his judgment be over-
ruled, and his aflent obftruéted by {ome
wrong affetion, by fome {irong bias, and
fome infuperable prejudice, perhaps uniuf-
pe&ed by himlielf : otherwife a man might
ferioudly difpute, whether Julius Czfar made
a defcent upon England, conquered Pompey,
and was {tabbed in the {enate-houfe ; which
no man 1n his {enifes ever did, or ever will do.
fither then i1t muft be maintained, contrary
-to what I have alreadv proved, that the evi-
dences of Chriftianity do not ammount to a mo-
ral certainty ; or, if they do, it will be difh-
cult to aflign a rezfon, why clear, {irong, and
- 3ndubitable proois {hould not have as much
force
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foree ‘and weight in the affair of religion, as
they have in all eothers; unlefs we may {up-
pofe there 1is fomething- amifs within, fome
latent dilingenyity of temper, which here,
though not in ether cales, fhuts up all the
avenues by which light can find an entrance.
Though we have not a {eientifical infallible
certainty of the truth of Chriftianity ; yet we
have an infallible certainty, that we ought to
be determined by fuch evidences, as Chrifti-
anity is furrounded with : becaufe either we
muit a&t upon fuch evidence in the daily
courfe of life, or remain in a flate of utter
ina&ion. Ie that will not admit moral cer-
tainty to be a fuflicient principle of a&ien; if
bis pradice be conformable to his perfu ailon
mull neither eat- nor drink, till Jle has a ma-
fhematical demonfiration, that what he eats
and drinks will prove Wnelefome ; he will be
iure of nothing in this world, but that he muft,
by alting up to fuch a notion, depart {peedily
outeof it. If wehavea moral certainty of the
Aruth of Chriftianity ; if every unprejudiced
mind is determined by moral certainty, we
muft ar gue thus. It i3 c.emonf’cmbly certain,
that there is a being of infinite goodpefs truth,
and velf'acity-.r-r-lt is demoniirably certain, that
-3 being of inhnite goodnefs, truth, and vera-
eity, will not miflead his creatures into una-
voidable errors, nor fuffer an impofture to
pafs upon the world, in his name, in a mat-
ter of the leaft 1mportance, with {uch ma-

———————

ty,
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ty, as muft, and do in every other cafe deter-
mine an unprejud:tced mind :~—therefore it is
rdemonfirably *certain, that Chriftianity is no
impofture. Thus the Chriftian faith, in the
laft refort, refolvesitfelf into, and terminates
in thedlvine veracity : itis as {ure as that God
cannot lie, that he who has laid his creatures
under an -ohligation to act upon moral evi-
dence, would not have done {o, if {uch {irong
evidence could ever inevitably deceive them
1in an affair of infinite concernment,

ATHEISM
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TWO SERMONS

BY RICHARD WATSON, LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFLF,

]

SERMON L
Cor. 11. 8.

Beware leff any man [fpoil you ihrough
pbilofophy.

HIS apoftolic admonition 1s peculiarly
applicable to the age in which we live.

It has been called—the age of philofophy—
the age of reafon: if by reaflon and philo-
icphy, irreligion be underftood, it undoubt-
edly merits the appeliation ; for there never
was an age {ince the death of Chrift, never
one {ince 'the commencement of the hiftory
of the world, in which atheifin and infide-
lity have been more generally profefied.
Nature and reafon have been proclaimed as
cods, feftivals have been inftituted in honour
of abftra& ideas, and all revealed religion has

been icoflingly rejelted as a {yftem of {flate-
craft,
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craft and priefteraft, as a grofs impofition on’
the underftanding of mankind.

{This impious fever of the mind, this pa-
ralyfis of human intelle&, originated In a
neighbouring nation ; it’s contagion has bcen
1*1(111{11'10uf1y mtrodur‘ed and 1s mpldlv ifread—
ing 1n our own: it bccomﬂs us all in our
{everal ftations to endeavour to ftop it’s pro-
arefs 5. tor of this we may all be well affured,
that when religion fhall have loft it's hold on
men’s coniciences, government will lofe it’s
authority over their perfons, and a {tate of
barbarous anarchy will eniue.

I know it has been made a queftion both
in ancient and modern times—whether a {o-
ciety of atheifts could {ubfift. This is no
queftion with me, I think it could not.—
Many {peculative opinions, in eévery {yitem
of religion, are of little coniequence to the
{afety of LLe commumty, and, rmn all well
regulated ftates, they are leit to the frec dif-
cuflion of thofe, who think themfelves 11~
c.cref’ced, as advocates tfor truth, in defend-
ing or oppoling them; but athetim feems
to be irreconcileably hoﬁlu, not only to the
pecace, but to the very exiftence of civil {o-
ciety. If there be no God, there can be
no punifhment for any crime, except what
1s denounced againft it by the laws of the
land, or what is conneéted with it by the
laws of nature; and thefe are reftraints in-
capable of controuling the felfith and licent:-

ous pallions of human kind. Ide who re-
IMOVes
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moves from the mind ef man the hopes and
fears of futurity, opens the floodgates of im-
merality, and lets in a deluge of wices and
crimes, deftrudtive alike of the dignity of
human nature, and of the tranquillity of the
world. There never yet hath exifted, and
there never can exift a nation without religi-
on. If Chriftianity be abolifhed, paganiim,
=mahometani{fm, {fome religious impofture or
other muit be introduced in its ftead, or civil
{ociety mufl be given up. But in the opinion
of Bacon, {a philofopher with whom our mo-
dern philciophers cannot be compared) ¢ there
hath not in any age been difcovered any phi-
lofophy, opinien, religion, law, or dilcipline,
which {o greatly exaits the common, and lel-
fens individual intereft, as the chriftian reli-
cion doth ;7 {o that I know not which mofi
to admire and deplore, their wickednels as
mien, or their weaknefls as ftatefmen, who have
attempted to govern mankind without religion,
and to eftablifh {ociety on the ruins of chrif-
tlanity.

The time, ufually allctted to dilcourfes
from this place, will not allow me to refute,
at length, the atheiftical tenets, or to anf{wer
the deiftic objetions, which have been {o
recently propagated to the downfall of one
nation, and to the danger of all ; I will; how-
ever, crave your patience, whilft I ftate fome
arguments of importance, in oppolition to
the principles of thole philcicphers, who
have been the authors of this mifchief in a

foreign
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foreign country; and of their admirers in our
oW,

Nature and realon, they tell us, are t‘le.lr
cods. Xetthem not impofe upon themfelves
and others b‘jr the uie of words; the meaning
of which they do not underftand. What is
nature ? what is reafon ¢ Fhele terms ought
to be defired, for there is caufe to fulpe&,
that men who introduce, or who adopt fuch
impiety of exprefhon, are ratherignorant of
what atheifm 1is, than that they are, what
they affe&t to be thought, atheifts on convi&ti-
on. By nature-then we may underftand, the
order and corftitution of things compofing the
univerfe—and by reafon, that faculty of the
human mind by which we are able to difcover
truth.—And can it be thought, that this {yftem
of things, confifting of an infinity of parts
fitted to aniwer ends which human wifdom
can never comprehend in their full extent,
but which, as far as it can ccmprehend them,
appear to be benefecial to man and all other
percipient beings—can it be thought, that
this {yftem had not an intelligent, benevolent,
powerful Author?

When a man makes a watch, builds a
fhip, ere&s a {itkk-mill, confiru&ts a telelcope,
we do not {cruple to fay, that the man hss &
defign in what he dees. And can welay, that
this {olar {yftem, a thoufand times more re-
gular in all it's motions than wwatches, fhips,
or filk-mills—that the infinity of other {yiterns

Hperfed threugh the immenfity of {pace, in-
conceivably
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concewably furpafling in magnitude and com-
plication of motion, this, of which our earth
is but a minute part—or even that the cyec
which now reads what is here written, a thou-
fand times better ftted for it’s funétion than
any telefcope—can we f{ay, that there was 1o
defign in the formation of thefe things?
- Tell us not, that it 1s allowed there mufkt
be intelligence in an artificer who makeés a
watch or a telefcope, but that, as to the
Artificer of the univerfe, we cannot com-
prehend his nature. What then, fhall we
on that account deny his exiftence? With
better reafon might a grub, buried in the
‘bowels of the earth, deny the exiftence of a
‘man, whofe nature 1t cannot comprehend ;
for a grub is indefinitely nearer to man in all
intellectual endowments (if the expreffion can
be permitted), than man is to his Maker.—
With better realon may we deny the ex-
iftence of an intelleGtval faculty in the man
who makes a machine; we know not the
nature of the man; we {fee not the mind
which contrives the figure, fize, and adap-
tation of the feveral paris; we fimply {ee the
hand which torms and puts them together.
Shall a fthipwrecked mathematician, on ob-
lerving a gecmetrical figure accurately del-
cribed on the {and of the {ea-thore, encou-
rage his followers with {aying, ¢ Let us h0pe
for .the beft, for I fee the traces of men 3~
and {hall not man, in contemplating the Prruc-

ture of the univerfe, or of any part of it, fay
o to
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to the whole human race—Brethren! be of
good comiort,  we are not begotten of chance,
we are not born of atoms, our progenitors
have not come into exiftence by crawling out
of the mud of the Nile, behold the footfteps
of a Being powertul, wile, and good—not
nature, but the God of nature, the Father of
the univerie !

I will not entangle the underftanding of
my audience, or bewilder mine own, in the
labyrinths of metaphyl{ical refearches; but I
mult {ay to thefe—the great philofcphers of
the age—you ought to know, that matter
cannot have been from eternity—and that
if, with £/ato, you contend for the eternity
of matter, you ought to know, that motion
cannot have been from eternity—and that
if, with Ariffotle, you contend for the eter-
nity of motion, you ought to know, that
with him allo you muft contend for the eter-
nity of a frft mover—you muft introduce,
what you labour to exciude, a God, cauiing,
regulating, and prelecving, by eftablithed
laws, the motion of every particle of matter
in the univerie.

You afhrm that nature is your God, and
you inform us that the energy of nature is
the caufe of cvery thing—that nature has
power to produce a man—In all this you
feem to {ubititute the term nature for what
we underftand by the term God. But when
you tell us that nature als (if {ich exertion

san be callec_l a&mn) neceflarily and with-
Ol

!
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out intelligence, we readily acknowledge
that your God is eflentially different from
our God: ¢ All novelty is but oblivion

this famous fyflem of nature, which has ex-
cited fo much unmerited attention, and done
fuch incredible mifchief thronghout Europe;
is in little or in nothing different from the
{yftem of certain atheiftic philoiophers men-
tioned by Cicero, who maintained, that
‘“ nature was a ceitain. energy, deftitute of
intelligence, exciting in bodies néceflary mo-
tions.”’——The anfwer is obviocus and f{hort—=
an energy deftitute of freedom and of intelli-
gence cannot produce a man pofleflinig both ;
as well may it be {aid, that an éffé& may be
produced without a canfe.

The proof of the exiftence of a Supreme
Being, which is derived from the conftitution
of the vifible world, is of a popular caft; but
you muit not therefore fuppoife it to be cal-
culated to convince only perlons who can-
not reafon philofophically,  What think
yvou of Newion? He certainly could reafon
philofophically. He certainly, of all the
ions of men, beflt underftood the firucture
of the univerfe; and he elteéenred that {iruc-
ture to be {o irrefragable a proof of the ex-
iftence and providence of an almighty, wife,
and good Architect of nature, that he never
pronounced the word-—=~God—without a
paufe.*—What think you of Coles—{econd
in {ublimity of philofephic gen‘ius to noné
but Newwson £~=* "That man,” {fays he, “ muft

be

* Bovle
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be blind, who, from the moft wife and ex-
cellent difpofal of things, cannot immediately
perceive the infinite wildom and goodnefs
of their almighty Creator ; and he muft be
mad, who refufes to acknowledge them.”

The argument, which I have been hither-
to infifting upcn, may be called a natural
argument for the DBeing of God, as it is
taken from the contemplation of nature; 1
proceed to another of great weight, which
may be called an hiftorical argument, as it
is grounded on teltimony concerning pait
tranfadiions.

That this world has not been from eter-
nity, but that it was either created from no-
thing, or fitted up by the Supreme Being
for the habitation of man, a few thouiand
years ago—that it was afterwards deftroyed
by an aniverfal deiuge, brought upen it by
the {ame Being—that it has been repeopled
by the defcenm ants of three men, who clcaped
the general dei’c*"u&mq—-——t‘lﬂfe things are
cither ancient fa&, or ancient fables—if
they are fats, both atheilm and infidelity
muit be’given up—and that they are falts
and not fables, might, if time would permit,
be {atisfa&torily proved from a detailed exa-
mination of the hiftory of every nation in
the world. |
- The credible annals of all nations, not
excepting Egypt or Chaldea, China or India,
fall fhort of the deluge.~"Thec annals of

all nations, zancient and modern, barbarous
E and
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and civilized, {peak of a deluge as of a4
dreadful catafirophe which had deftroyed
human kind, through the interpoiition of a
fuperior Being offended by the vices of the
world. —The annals of “4ll nations bear wit-
nefs to the exiftence of a God who had created
all things, for even in the time of Arifotie
there was, as he obferves, ¢ an ancient tradi-
tion (he does not fay a deduction of reafon,
but a report or tradition) which all men had
derived from their anceftors, that all things
were from God, and that by God all things
did Conﬁ&.”——-—(ﬁx s Qg Too wavve, xoi Oik g Ny
covesuzer.  Arift. de Mund. Cr.)—Remarkable
words thefe! and analogous to thofe of Sz
Parnd, ipeaking of Chrift, and, as is generally
thought, of the creation of the material world,
« All things were created by him, and for him ;
and he is before all things, and by him all
thngS CODﬁﬁf.”--—— ('rm sevle O avle xa £45 LUTOY EXTISOLE,

weeE CLUTOS  ES Z‘gﬂ TTHYTFOY, XEE TRXK DBRITE LYy OYTW GTUOYETHX%s

Col. 1. 17.)

He who has employed moft time in exami-
ning the hiftory of remote ages, will be molft
convinced of the truth of the following pro-
pofitions—that profane authors derived their
notions of a Supreme Being from patriarchal
tradition—that they corrupted this tradition—
that the Bible is the only book in the world in
which this tradition is preferved in it’s original
purity—that this invaluable book throws light
upon the origin and ancient hiftory of every
nation in the world—and that the hiftory of

- the
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the Jews, contained in the bible, and con-
nected with their hiftory to the prefent time,
1s the {trongelt proof which can be brought,
not only againft atheifm, but againft that
ipecies of deifm which contends, that God
never vilibly interpofed in the gover nment of
the Jewifh nation.

When it is {aid that the annals of all nations
tall {hort of the deluge, it muft be underitood,
that. the nation of the Jews 1s excepted. 1
loock upon that people with aftonithment and
reverence ; they are living proofs of facts moft
anclent and moit interefting to mankind.
Where do we meet with an Ailyrian, Perfian,
Greclan, Roman, corroborating, by his tefti-
mony, any one of the events mentioned in
the hiftory of their refpeflive empires? But
we meet with millions of fJews in every
quarter, and in every country of the world,
who acknowledge not only the exiftence of
a God, as other nations do---but that he is
the very God who enabled Mofes to work
miracles in Egypt; who delivered to him
that law which they now obferve ; who called
Abraham, the father of their nation, from
the midft of his idolatrous kinfmen; who
preferved Noah and his family in the ark;
who formed Adam out of the duft of the
earth ; who created all things by the word of
his power.

Wherever we have a Jew on the furface of
the earth, there we bhave a man, whoie

tefhmonv and whofe condust connﬂc‘ﬁ: the
. F 2, P"el\,uﬁ
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prefent time with the beginning of .all time.
- He now believes, and he declares. that all his

progenitors have conitantly believed, the
hiftory contained in the book of Mofes to be
a true hiftory—he now obeys the laws which
God gave to Meles above three thoufand years
ago—now praflifes the circumcifion which
God enjoined to Abraham——now obierves the
paflover 1n commemoration of the mercy
vouchiafed to his nation when God deftroyed
the firft-born throughout the land of Egypt—
now keeps holy the {eventh day, on which
God refted from the works of the creation.
When nations inftitute rites to preferve the
memory of great events, the uniform obfer-
vance of the rite authorizes us to admit the
certainty of the fa&. The Jews have for
thoufands of ycars (and the patriarchs, before
the Jews, probably the {ame) oblerved a very
{ignificant rite in commemoration of the
creation 3 and another in commemoration of
their prefervation from one of the plagues of
Egypt : why thould we hefitate to admit the
certainty of thefe events! Adam lived with
Methufelah 240 years, Methufelah lived with
Shem the {on of Noah g8 years, and Shem

lived with Abraham 140 years: what appre-
henflion can we reafonably entertain that the
account of the creation could either have been
forged or mifreprefented, when it had pafled
through 1o few hands before it had rcached
" the founder of the Jewifh nation?

But
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But I have already gone beyond the limit
I had prefcribed to myfelf in this argument, I
cannot purfue it farther ; fceptical men, how-
ever, will do well to conﬁd er the nature and
welght of hiftoric evidence, not only for the
exiffence of God, but for his having made a
revelation of himfelf to the Jewi‘h nation.
Let them examine the matter frecly and fully,
and I cannot but believe that they will come
to the following conclufions—that the creation
1s a fadt—that the deluge is a fact—that the
re-peopling the world by the delcendants of
Noah is a falt-—that the Jewifh theocracy is a
fact---and that thefe faéts may be eftablithed,
as all paft tranfations of great antiquity nuft
be, by the authority of hiftory, and efpecially

by the hiftory of the Jews, whom God ap-
pears to have conftituted witnelles of his

exitence and providence to all nations in all
ages. Of the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Tyrians,
and of other nations, God hath made, or will
make, a full end; but the feed of Hrael fhalf
not ceafe from being a nation before bim for
ever.
- If the refutaticn of atheifm and deifm be
{o ealy and certain as I have here ftated it to
be, whence comes 1t that there are now f{o
many, or that there ever were any either
atheilts, or unbelievers in the truth of -the
Jewith and Chriftian difpenfations ? I put
thefe difpenfations together, becaule thofe
amongft us (I fpeak not of the Jews), who
deny or admit the divine miflion of Mofes,
vrill
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. will deny alfo or admit the divine miflion of
Jefus Chrift. |

There are many caufes of infidelity, fuch
as profligacy of manners, which induces
men to hope that religion -may not be true .
~—-want of {erious attention to the proois on
which it is eftablifhed — hafty concluficns
that, becauie {fome religions have been proved
to be impoftures, all are fo—{uperftitious ce-
remonies and revolting do&trines, which are,
in many parts of chriftendom, pertinaciouily
- maintained as parts of chriftianity—intole-
rance, fecularity, hypocrily, conipicuous in
the lives of chriftians--~thele and other caufes
of infidelity might be eniarged upon at great
length, but I will only beg wyour attention
to one other, lefs obvious, and lefs general,
but more dangerous than any of tholfe
which I have mentioned---more dangerous,
inafmuch as it operates chiefly on the minds of
men of the molt cultivated and enlarged

underftandings, I mean---miftaken piety.
That the Creator and Governor of the
univerfe, who endureth through eternity, and
filleth immenfity ; that this Almighty Being,
who hath diftributed innumerable {yftems of
material worlds through the profundity of
ipace, and hath, probably, replenithed them
all with percipient beings, capable of enjoying
the happinefs which his goodnefs hath wilely
allotted to their refpeftive ftations; that this
felf~exiftent, uncaufed caufe of all Being,
whom no language can defcribe, no thought
- can
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can comprehend, fhould at {fundry times and
in divers inftances have fufpended the laws of
nature which he had eftablithed, vifited in an
e‘ctraordmaly manner this 11ttle olcbe, this
atom of the univerfe, and by ﬁgns and
wonders have made a revelation of his will
to fuch a worm as man---this appears to many
men, of good lives and ftrong minds, fo
firange a fact, that they are perfuaded no
human tefltimony can eftablith it’s credibility.
They venerate the majefty of the Supreme
Being, they are perfuaded that all things were
made by him, and that all things were {uftain-
f‘d by him ; but they think that it derogates
from the 111ﬁmt y of his wildom and of his
power, - to fuppofe things to have been at firft
fo ill made, as to require his f{ubfequent
interpofition to regulate or amend them.
Blefled God! what is this but making our
ways thy ways, but meafuring thy infinity by
the ftandard of our philofophy? We know
the difhculty of regulating the minute con-
¢cerns of a kingdom, a province, or a f’ll‘ﬂll) ;
by {pecial mterpoﬁtlofls of any one man’s
wifdom or authority ; and thence we {imply
infer, that the interpofitions of the Almighty
In governing cvery part of the univerfe is a
circumitance not to be expe&ted. We know
that a machine of our conftrudtion approaches
to perfeltion in proportion as it wants not
external aid to direft or preierve it’s motion,
and thence we ﬁmply infer that tlwe vforka of

f'*“""

l 11(1.,,
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kind, want not his interpofition. Abfolute
perfection belongs to God alone; in all the
things which he hath made theré¢ is a grada-
tion of excellence, each thing is as perfeét as
it’s nature will admit :~--now why may it not
be the naturer of man to admit indehnite
improvement from divine inftitution? It will
be granted that man would be 2 more perfeét
Being than he is, if, con all occafions, his pai-
fions were kept in fubjeétion to his reafon,
if he was guilty of no impiety towards his
Maker, of no uncharitablencis towards his
neighbour, of no vioclence towards himielf
in an intemperate indulgence of his appetites :
---where then is the abfurdity of {fuppofing,
that God may have thought fit to ftrengthen
the realon and to weaken the paflions of
mankind by bringing zmmortality to lLight,
by giving an altual example of a relurrec-
tion from the dead, by promulgating the
certainty of rewards and pupithments in
another ftate ? |

Surely it is a miftaken piety, which, from
a fublime idea of the Divine Effence, would
exclude the Supreme Being from interfering
in the works which he hath made, which
would hinder him from fiill working, ’till he
hath brought all things to that perfeciion for
which his goodnefs intended them. What
that perfection is we know not ; it muft ever
fall infinitely fhort of the perfetion of God
himielf, but it 13 not poflible for us’to fay to

- what degree it may be advanced, or to point
281
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ont the beft means fitted to advancé it to
the degree predetermined in the councils of
the Almighty. We cannot look into the
depths of God’s wildom, nor comprehend the
ends he has in view, or the ways by which
he effe&ts them.

It is the not properly ceniidering the ex-
rent of our capacity, the not clearly diftin-
cuifhing the things to which our ideas are
fuited, from thofe to which they are inade-
quate, that has made many men fall into an
irkfome {fcepticifm, fome into actual infidelity,
and a few 1nto the madnels of atheifin.

For what purpofe was 1 born f---in what
courfe of aétions does the felicity of my na-
ture confift 7---am 1 author of thefe reputed
aftions, or am I a machine inceflantly and
irrefiftibly impelled to  altion, by external
motives over which I have no controul ?-—
will my exiftence be terminated by death, or
continued beyond it t~--will the quality of my
future cxiftence (if there fthould happen to
be one) depend on my moral conduct here:
Thefe and other queftions of fimilar import
cvery man of refleCtion mulit, at onc time or
other, put to himielf; and when he does put
them, he will perceive that his reafon is
unequal to the clear folution of any of them.
That Jelus Chrilt was born in Judea necar
1800 years ago---that he wrought miracles
in that country---that he wwas crucitied at
{erufalem~---that he arcie {from the dead---that
he alcended into heaven---that e enabled his

difciples
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difciples to work miracles, and commanded
themn to teach the world the doéirines which
he had taught them---thefe are fome of the
main faéts on which the truth of the chriftian
religion i1s founded. Now it appears to me
to be a much ealier matter to prove_the truth
of thele fa&ts, than to give, from reafon, a
fatisfaCtory anfwer to any of the difficulties
which I have mentioned. |

In the ardour of youth, in the tumult of
{fenfual paflion, in the proefligacy of diflipa-
tion,  in the buftle of bufinefs, in the {fordid-
nefs of awvarice, in the loftinefs of ambition,
thoughts of fuch a derious caft may either
not occur, or be not regarded. But they
will obtrude themielves on a bed of ficknefs
at any period of life ; they will {urround the
pillow of the unfortunate; they will pene-
trate the reccefles of retirement, whether oc-
caficned by a fatiety of enjoyment, the cha-
grin of difappointment, or.by any of the
fad wviciffitudes incident to cvery human
{tation : and if they fhould arreft our notice
on no other occafion, they will certainly fteal
upon us with the increale of our age, and
generate, 1n thoie who reje& chriftianity, no
{fmall perturbation, when the feeblenefs of
declining life moit requires tranquillity and
confolation. |

Be 1t our bulinefs then, as it is our duty
and our intereft, to confirm ourfelves in the
beliet of that gofpel by which all difficulties

of this naturc are done away. If that gofpel
be
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be true, (as it certainly is,) we know for.
what purpoie we are bern-—that we may live
for ever., We know that we are not ma-
chines, but accountable for our a&ions, which
machines cannot be. We know in what- the
felicity of cur nature doth confift-—-in living
Joberly, righieounfly, and godly in this prefeut
world. We know that death is not ezernal
fleep, but the commencement of everlafling
life,

I conclude with recommending one obfer-
vation to the {erious attention of all unbe-
lievers, wiho are lincerely delirous of becom-
ing chritians---that they would well confider
the quality of the proof which the ifubjeék
admits. The truth of the chriftian religion
1s, as.to us, founded on the reality of pait
tranfa&tions. Now paft tranfaftions are nei-
ther the objeélts of fenfe, nor of intuition,
nor of demonitration; we cannot,-correctly
{peaking, be faid to know that they ever ex-
ifted 5 but the preobability, which is grounded
on teftimony, approacheq in many caies, {o
near to certainty, that our belief of paft trani-
a&ions is little different from knowledge
itfelf. IHe who requires more than pr obablhty
before he will embrace chriftianity, requires
what the nature of the {ubjeét does not admit,
and {ubverts the foundation of all luﬁor}f,
facred and profane. That Jefus wrought mi-
racles in Judea, and arofe irom the dead
Jerufalem, are fa&ts as capable of being
alcertained, and as worthy of being credited,

as
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as that Czfar lived at Rome, and was murder-

- ed 1n the capitol.

May the merciful Father of the whole
human race, who, for reafons beft known to
his unfearchable wifdom, hath {uffered many
millions to die, and fuflers many millions alfo
now to live, in utter ignorance of that revela-~
tion of his will, which he hath given to the
chriftian world, accept our humble thankigi-
vings for fuch an ineftimable benefit! May
he ¢flablifl, ferengthen, fettle the inhabitants of
thefe kingdoms in the faith of Chrift; and
- be gracioufly pleaied to remove from all others
the ignorance that is in them, left, in being
aliens from the commonwealth of %ae! Siran-
gers from the covenants of promife, having no
baﬁe and without God in the world, they
become fo every good wwork reprobate; left, iz
being [poiled tbraugb philofophy and wvain
decert, they fall into perdition, temporal and
eternal, ,

SERMON
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SERMON IL

2 Prt. 1. 106.

e have not followed cunningly devifed fables,
when we made known wunto you ithe power
and coming of our Lord Fefus Chrifl, but
awere eye-witnelles of bis majefty.

% % 7 HETHER the chrifian religion be a
¥ ¥V revelation of the will of God or a
cunmngly devifed fable, is a queftion Wthh
one might think, every {erious man would
- examine with impaytial attention. He would
take, it might be expelted, the New Telta-
tnent into his hand, and obferving that it con-
fifted of warious parts, and had been written
by different authors, he wouid inquire what
evidence there was for it’s being a gezwuizne book.
If he found, as I am perfuaded he would find,
that there were as {olid reafons for believing
that the gofpel of St. Luke, and the A&s of
the Apoitles, were written by him, and the
other parts of the New Teftament by the per-
{fons to whom they are afcribed, as that the
hiftory of the Peloponnefian war was written
by Thucidydes, or the lives of the Czfars by
Suetonius ;3 he would then inquire, whether
the book was not only a genuine, but an az-
thentic one ; that is, whether it contained a
narration of events which had really taken

place in Judea, near eighteen hundred years
ago
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ago, or whether there was any realonable caufe
to fufpe&t that the authors of the-New Tefta-
ment had not homneftly related what had really
happened. With refpet to the. honefty ot
the writers, he would judge of that from their
characters ; and with refpect to the reality of
the fadts mentioned by them, he would con-
fider, that moft of the writers: of the New
Teftament did not relate what they had heard,
but what they had {cen ; {o that, if they were
honeft men,. there could remain no doubt of
the truth of what they had delivered. - He
would admit, for the fake of argument, that
as {imple hiftor ians, they might, notwithftand-
ing their honelty, have fallen into trivial mif-
takes in their narration of what they had
{een ; and that, notwithfianding their honeflty,
they mlgﬁt have been full of credulity, -and
liable to impolfition ; but he would think it
quite impoflible, that fa&ts of fuch public no-
toriety and impmtance as the life, death, and
relurretion of Jefus Chrift, could have been
the: fub]e&s, éither of hum'm error, or cre-
dulity, in thofe who profefled to have been
‘eye-witnelles of what they related. IHe would
therefore certainly conclude, that the chriftian
religion was true, if the writers of the New
‘Teﬁament were honeft men.

1f the writers of the New Teftament were
not honeft men, they were impoftors : now
that they were not 11np0”cors may appear
from confidering---that they had neither mo-
tive to commence, nor ability to carry on an
impofture---and froin examining the account
- they
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they give of themielyes and ‘of their afloci-
ates, immediately before, and {oon after the
refurreCtion of Jefus.

Impoftors are moved to the attempt of de-
ceiving mankind by profpets of wealth,
fame, power, pleafure; by lome real or ima-
ginary advantages to be derived to them-
felves, or, through them, to thofe whom they
love and regard as themielves. Now no ex-
pectation of this kind can, with the leaft {ha-
dow of probability, be alcribed to all, or to
any of the writers  of the New Teltament.
There is no need of entering into the proof
of this ; every one knows that Jews and
Romans, Greeks and Barbarians j that the
powers of the world, wherever they went,
were againf{t the' apoftles ; they durlt not
any where lifit up {fo much as an arm in
their cwn defence.” Inftead of temporal ad-
vantages of any kind, they had to expedli,
and they did in fact experience, hunger, and
cold, and nakednefs, and icorn, and contempt,
and hatred, all the miferies incident to a fiate
of poverty, all the calamities attendant on a
ftate of religious perfecution :--~thefe are not
the motives which induce men to beccome 1m-
poftors. Read the hiftory of the impoftor
Mahomet, or that of Adlexander as delcribed
by Lucian, or that of Apollonius of Tyona ;
and contraft them with that of Chrift, cr of
any of his apoftles, and you will at once per-
ceive the difference between the manner in

which impofture and truth are introduced and
| eftablithed
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eftablifhed in the world. Compare the nira-
cles recorded in the New Teftament, with
refpe& to their publicity, their beneficial ten-
dency, and their influence on the thouiands
who faw them, with the tricks of ancient or
modern pretenders to magic ;3 and you will at
once perceive the difference between cunning-
ly devifed delufions operating on fanatical
minds, and the fimplicity of gofpel wonders
extorting conviétion from the moft incredu-
lous. ‘The apoitles were as deftitute of ability
to deceive, as of inducement to impofe a fable
on the world. It requires great power, or
great talents, to be a {uccefsful impoftor ; and
the difficulty is encreafed, when the plot can-
not be carried on without the concurrence of
many affiftants ; and efpecially when it is to
be carried on, in oppofition to men able and
willing to detect the cheat. What thould we
think of twelve fithermen, who fhould now
undertake to proclaim, in the hearing of the
learned and unlearned, that a few years ago a
certain man wrought many miracles, not only
in a diftant county, but in the ftreets and
churches of the metropolis of the kingdom ;
not only before them, the relaters of the faéi,
but in the prelence of thoufands of others;
and that this man was publicly tried by order
of the government, and put to death in Lon-
don ; and that he rofe from the dead ; and
that after his relurreftion he was {feen not only
by themielves, but by hundreds of others, and

by fome who were {till alive PeemWhat {hould
: wWe
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we think of {uch aflertions, of fuch audacious
appeals to living witnefles, when in truth this
-man had not rifen from the dead, nor wrought
any miracle Whatever?-—-—What {hould we
think of twelve fithermen, who, without
underftanding any language but their own,
thould go to Paris, Rome, Madrid, Conftan-
tinople, and endeavour to propagate the {ame
thing ? Is it credible that any men could be
found fo mad as to make the attempt, or that,
if they did make it, they fhould have the
good fortune to fucceed in their impofition ?
- That a great part of the world is converted
to chriftianity, is a fact ;—that the foundation
of this converfion was laid by the apoftles, is
another fa&t ;--—that the apoftles were men of
mean conneétions, f{lender talents, flow ap-
prehenfions; of powers, faculties, and dif-
pofitions, utterly inadequate to the introdu-
cing and {upporting an impofture, are other
fa&ts, of which, when properly confidered,
we cannot, it is apprehended, fuffer ourfelves
to doubt. If we admit the account, contained
in the New Teftament, concerning the means
by which the chriftian lehglon was eftablithed,
every-thing is credible ; if we reject it, every
thing is incredible ; no faﬂsf%é’tory reafon can
be afligned for the zeal, or for the fuccefs of
the apoftles in propagating an untruth ; ther
zedl will want a motive, and their fucceﬁ; will
want a caufe adequate to the effect.

Confider farther, that there is no book now

in the world, nor, as far as we know, cver
k was
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was one, contradi&ing . any of the faéls
recorded in the New Teltament; but that
there are {everal books, writien by #men who
were 120t cbrﬁz'arz; which confirm many of
them : Zacitus, in particular, confirms a fa&
of principal impertance ; for he tells us, that
jefus Chrift was put to death by Pontius
Pilate,, governor of Judea.~—There is not
therefore any external teftimony, that the
writers of the New Teftament have written a
fable ; 1f we retufe to believe their narration,
our refufal, if it has any foundation befide
that of prejudice and ignorance of the {ubje&t,
muft be built on fomecthing contained in the
New Teftament itfelf ; now every thing rela-
ted in the New Teftament,. and efpecially
-what is related concerning the conduct of the
apoftles, before and after the refurreftion of
Jelus, carries with it the ftrongeft proof of the
‘honeflty of the writers of it; and if they
were honeft men; the chriftian religion is
true.

What would have been the condu& of
-difhoneft men, who had combined to cheat
the world into a belief of what had never
‘happened, into the adoption of a new reli-
gion of which they themielves were to be
the principal promoters? Would they have
ever told to the world circumftances fo dii-
graceful to their charalters, as the evangelifts
have done? Impoftors carefully conceal their
ambition, their avarice, their cowardice, their
infincerity, their vices and imperfetions of

every
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every kind, and make an oftentatious difplay
of virtues and excellencies which they do not
really poflefs. But the evangelifts, having no
defign to deceive, relate, without difguife,
tacts tending to lower their charaers in the
general eftimation of mankind. They tell
us that there was a firife among the apofiles,
which of them {hould be the greateft; and
that, as 1nterefted and ambitious men are wont
to do, they had all been very forward in
profeﬁing to Jelus their firong attachment to
him---¢¢ that if they {hould die with him,
they would not deny him :”---they then pro-
ceed to inform us, dilgraceful as the account
is, that in a very few hours after they had
made thefe folemn profeflions, when the
moment of peril came, and their felfith views
were blafted,---¢ they all forfook him and
fled.”’---This humihatmg harrative is a proof
of . their wveracity as hiftorians, and their
condu& on the occafion is highly credible.

Notwithftanding the long intimacy which
the apoftles of Jefus had enjoyed with him ;
nothwithftanding the diftin&ion with which
they had been honoured by him; notwith-
ftanding the knowledge they had of the pro-
bity of his marners, of the purity of his
doltrines, and of the greatnefs of his power
in working miracles ; notwithitanding the
promile he had made them of his going to
prepare a place for them in his Father’s king-
dom, of his rifing from the dead, of his re-

turning to them again, and of his not leaving
F 2 them
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them comfortlefs ; notwithftanding thefe and
many other circumftances fufficient, one might
at firft view have imagined, to have generated
courage, and fecured attachment in all his
followers, yet they all abandoned him in his
- diftrefs---¢ forfook him and fled---the thepherd

was {mitten, and the {heep were {cattered.”
This condu& was extremely natural. The
difciples of Jefus, and his apoftles efpecially,
expeCted that their mafter would become a
great temporal prince, and that they were to
participate in the power, wealth, and honour,
which he would at length attain. But when
they {faw him feized by his enemies, and drag-
ged as a malefactor before the great council
of the nation, they not only gave up their
hopes of advancement, but were alarmed for
their own perfonal fafety they vyielded to
fears infeparable from humamty ; and which
are leldom overcome, except by perfons im-
prefled with high notions of honourable
reputation. This conduct of the apoftles is
fo intirely conformable to what we every day
obferve, that it forces, at it were, our affent
to the truth of.the narration. When the
founder of a {et in religion, or the leader of
a fa&ion in the ftate, happens to fall into dif~
orace, his adherents prefently begin to be thy
of his acquaintance ; and if he happens not
merely to fall into dilgrace, but to be arrefted
as a peftilent difturber of the public peace,
then do they begin to avoid him ; and if they
cannot efcape the {fufpicion of being known to
him,
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him, they begin, efpecially if they be men of
low educatlon to lic and to {wear, as Peter did,

that they know not the man, never had com-
munication or connection With him.

Compare this felfithnefs and cowardice of
the apoftles, with-the courage and difintereft-
ednels which {foon after adorned their chara&er,
and try if you can difcover any {ufhicient rea-
fon for fo remarkable a change of conduct and
principle.

Did Pilate, repenting of hlS wickednefs,
extend the proteftion of the civil power to’
the followers of Jefus, whom,  contrary to
all the rules of civil juftice, he had con-
demned to death, though he confefled that
he found no caufe of death in him ? No, we -
hear nothing of the repentance of Pilate.—-
Did the chief priefts and elders of the Jewifh
people, repenting of the premeditated ma-
lice by which they had fought the lile of
Jelus, by which they had bribed Judas to
betray innocent bleod, by which they had
intimidated Pilate to crucify a juft perfon;
did thefe men, ftruck with remorfe, encou-
rage the apoftles to adhere to their crucified
mafter? No, thele men retained thewr ma-
lice after the obje&t of it was removed, they
perfecutéd the apoftles for preaching in the
name of Jefus.---Did the multitude, who a
few days before his trial had ufhered Jelus
into Jerufalem with triumphant acclamations
of applaufe; who, at the time of his trial,
as if drunk with fury, had cried out, ¢ cru-.

cify hlm, crucify him, his blood be on us
and
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and our children ;” did this multitude (as is
not unufual for multitudes to do) once
more change their mind, and undertake
the defence of the followers of that man,
whom 1n their phrenzy they had mur-
dered? INo, we read nothing of the multi-
tude becommb fupporters of the apofiles,
til! the wonders and f{igns which were done
by them, brought fear on every foul; the
{upport of the ‘multitude was fubfequent to
the preaching of Peter and the apoitles, it
could not therefore have been the caufe of
their courage---Jofeph of Arimathea was a
d'ifciple of Chrift, and a rich man ; Nicodemus
was ' a difciple of Chrift, and a powerful
man, for he was a ruler of the Jews; did
thefe or any other men by their wealth or
authority infpire the apo&les with fortitude
to face their enemies, and the enemies of
their crucified Lord? No, nothing of this
kind, but the contrary of it appears in the
hl_f’cory, for it appears that the difciples on
the day of the refuirre&tion, and for {fome days
afterwards were fo full of apprehenfion, that
they aflfembled privately with the door of
their apartment thut, for fear of the Jews.
What was it then that caufed the apoftles to
change their cowardice into courage, their
defertion into attachment, their aim at worldy
advancement into a voluntary {furrender of
every worldly comfort, into a patient {ub-
miflion to every evﬂ which could affi&
human nature? What, but the convi&ion
that
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that thelr Lord was rifen from the dead?
This is a caufe adequate to the effect;
it is a mifufe of time, and a perverfion of
talents, to feek for any other, _This condult
of the apoftles before, and after the relur-
rc€tion of their Lord, is a ftrong argument
in {uppert of the truth of our holy reli-
gion. -

Let us conlider more particularly the ac-
count which is given of their condu&. Ail-
ter the crucifixion of Jefus, the apofiles
were obliged to ftay at Jerufalem at leaft a
week, that they might keep the pafiover
according to the law; during this period
Jelus appeared twice to them when they
were aflembled together, After the f{feaft
was ended, they returned to their mnative
country, Gahlee; and Jefus appecared to
them, at the place he had before appointed :
it is probable that he fhowed himfeif fre-
quently to them in that country, for he was
ieen of them forty days, {peaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
On the approach of the feall of pentecoft, or
the feaft of weeks, which, according to the
lJaw, was to be kept at Jerufalem by all the
Jews, fifty days after the celebration of the
paflover, the apofilcs went from Galilee to
Jerufalem ; and there they were again met
by their mafter ; who commanded them to
{tay at Jerufalem, till they were endued with
power from on high, till they were baptized
by the Holy Ghoft, which ke affured them
' | they
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they would be in a little time. He gave
thém alfo their commiffion—¢¢ Ye fhall re-
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghoft is
come upon you, and ye fhall be witnefles.
unté me, both in ]erufalem, and in all Ju-
dea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoit
parts of the earth. —And when he had
fpoken thefe things, while they beheld he
was taken up, and a cloud received him out
of their {fight.”—A few days after this, they
were: all ﬁl]ed with the Holy Ghoft, and en-
abled to ipeak a variety of languagﬁs which
they had never learned, and to work miracles
furpailing all human power.

Now fuppoling the {cripture account of the
réfurreétion of Jefus; of his frequently ap-
pearing to hic dilciples after his refurrection ;
of his inftructing them in the nature of hlS
kingdom ; of his giving them a commiffion
to b(,ar witnefs concerning him to all the
world ; of his afcending into heaven while
they looked on him; of his fending the
Holy Ghoft, by which they were enabled
to fpeak with tongues, and to work mira~
cles ; {fuppofing thefe things to have really
happened, what conduét would you have
expelted from the apoftles? Precifely that
which they adopted. They no  longer de-
nied their mafter, no longer thut themfelves
up in {ecret, no longer feared the Jewiih
yulers, no longer difputed amongft them-
felves which of them fhould have the hrft
place in the kingdom of Chrift; but relin-

quiihing
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quifbing all earthly . comfort, {etting at de-~
fiance all oppofition, braving all perfecution,
they went through the world executing the.
ccrnmiffion they had received, every where
maintaining~—that Jefus of Nazareth, whilft
he was alive, was a man proved to be from
od, by miracles which God did by him s
that God raifed himn from the dead; that
after his refurretion they frequently con-
verfed with him ; that they {faw him afcend
into heaven; and that they received from
him the power of {peaking with tongues, a.nd

of working miracles.
Had Jefus Chrift never rifen from the dead,

chriftianity would, probably, never have beenﬁ
extended beyond the limits of Judea. His dif-
ciples might have acquired a peculiar deno-
mination, and would certainly have efteemed
him a great prophet;. but not #be prophet,
not the Mefliah, whom they expefled to
come into the world. In the interval between
his death and his refurre&ion, the minds of
his apoftles were perplexed with doubts conw
cerning his being the perfon who was to
reftore lirael. 'They were fo backward in
crediting the reports which. were brought to
them of his refurre@ion, that, it is evident,
they either did not believe, or, in the tumult
of their grief, did not advert.to what he had
told them of his rifing again the third day:
and it 1s very probable that, 1f he had not
rifen from the dead, his d1f01ples would have

E@ﬁ’tented them{elves with reverencing, I
{fecret
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- fecret, the memory of their mafter; they
could not have doubted concerning the rea-
lity of the miracles which they had {een him
perform ; but they would neither have had
the courage to attempt the converfion of
the world to a dead man, nor the means ta
effet it.

" Hiftory affords many inftances of men, who
have {uftained with fortitude the greateft
perfecutions in {upport of opiaions perfely
erroneous, as well as 1n {upport of thole
which are founded in truth. A Jew will
{ooner be tortured by the inquifition, and
burned at the ftake, than he will acknow-
ledge Jefus to be the Mefliah. A ‘chriftian
will fuffer martyrdom, {coner than he will
deny that Jefus is the Meflitah. A Mahome-
tan will {ooner be put to death, than he
will own Mahomet to have been an impoftor;
and both Jews- and Chriftians will {uffer any
perfecution fooner than they will acknow-
ledge him to have been a prophet fent from
-God. It is not only in thele great points
¢hat human fortitude triumphs over pain and
death ; but there is no chriftian {fe& which
cannot boaft of numbers who would {eal, I
do not fay, the truth, but their opinion of
the truth, with their blood. Servetus was
burned to death, becaufe he would not pro-
fefs, that he believed Chrift to be the eternal
Son of God; though,  in the midft of the
flames, he profeﬁed that Chrift was the Son

of the eternal God j---and Calvin would have
fuffered
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{uffered the death which he made  Servetus
iutfer, {fooner than he would have acknow-
ledged, that Chrift was not the eternal Son
of the eternal God.--~~We learn from the
hiftory of fanaticifm and {uperftition, that
men have died martyrs to opinions unine
telligible, abfurd, immoral, impious. All
this may be allowed, but the inference,
which is generally drawn by iceptical men
from {uch obfervations, cannot be allowed ;
the inference is this---that the fortitude of
the apoltles, 1n {uftaining perfecution, is no
proof of the truth of the Chriftian religion,
inafmuch as an equal degree of fortitude
has oftem been dilplayed by other men in
{fupport of opinions evidently not true.—
'This inference cannot be allowed for this
reafon---that an eflential difference is to be
made between him who dies in atteftation
of a matter of fa&k, and him who dies in
atteftation of an opinion. The apoftles died
-in atteftation of their having feen Jefus
-work miracles, whilft he was alive ; and of
their having converfed with him after his
refurretion from the dead. 'Thefe are not
abftrufe opinions, but things which either
did, or did not happen; any man is coms-
petent to {ay, whether he faw them happen
~or not; and the apoftles died in maintaining
that they did {ee them happen: they * were
éye-witnefles of his majefty.” The chriftian
-martyrs who had never feen Jefus, nor been

eye~witnelles of any miracles wrought by
him,
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him, or by others in his name, but who died,

rather than they would abandon the belief
which they had adopted; contributed, by -
their conftancy, to the propagation of the

chriftian religion ; but they did not eftablifh

it's truth in the fame way that the apoftles

did. -

The chriftians of the prefent age are firong
in opinion, that Jefus was raifed from the
dead---the Jews and unbelievers of the pre-
fent age are firong in opinion, that Jefus was
not raifed from the dead. Chriftians and
Yews, of all preceding ages, till we come to
the very time when this great event—the
relurreCtion of Jefus—~either did or did not
happen, have been uniform in their refpec-
#ive opinions, and both are now ready to
Yhed their blood in fupport of them; there
18 no hypocrify in the profeflion of either;
what reafon then has an impartial inquirer
after truth to credit the chriftian rather than
the Jew 2——Ide has this realon ; the ground-
work of the belief of the chriffian is a mat-
¢er of fact attefted by eye-witnefles ; but the
groundwork of the belief of the Jew 1s an
allertion deftitute of proof. The Jews, who
fived at -the time when Jefus either did or
did not rife from the dead, found the {epul-
chre, in which his body had been laid, emp-
ty. Lhe fepulchre might have become emp-
ty two ways, either by the body having heen
raifed from the dead, or by it’s having been

taken away. The Jews aflerted that it was
taken
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taken away by his difeiples, but they gave no
proof of their affertion ; they neither pretend-
ed to have feen it taken away, nor to have
feen it after it had been taken away. The
apoftles alfo found the {epulchre empty, but
they did not, from that circumftance, aflert,
that Jefus was rifen from the dead ; no, they
aflerted that they had {een him, handled him,
eaten with him, converfed with him, not only
once, but often, and in different places, after
his refurre&ion from the dead. Now, no -
one, who underftands the nature of evidence,
can hefitate in pronouncing, that the belief of
the chrifiians of the prelent age, when traced
back to it’s origin, i1s founded on a rock, on
the teftimony of eye-witnefles to a matter of
fa&k ; whillt that of the Jews is founded on
an aflertion of their anceftors not only defti-
tute of proof, but utterly incredible, as might
eaflily be fhewn from an examination of the
circumftances attending the crucifixion and
interment of Jefus.
- Had the chief priefts reported, that, in
confequence of the precautions they had
taken, the body of Jefus was on the third
day after the crucifixion found in the fepul-
chre; and had the apofties reperted, that on
the third day the body was not found in the
{epulchre, and faid no more upon the fub-
je&t ; the chriftians and Jews, of fucceeding
ages, might, with fome appearance of realon,
have difputed concerning the degree of cre-
dit due to the teftimony of their refpettive
* progenitors
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progenitors. Yet, even on this {uppofition,
the chriftian Would have had a better foun-
dation for his belief, than. the Jew could
lay claim to; for the predeceﬁ'ors of the
chriftian facrifieed their lives in fupport of
their teftimony, but the predeceflfors of the
Jew gave no {uch proof of their f{incerity
and truth.

The fum of what has been faid amounts
to this—we have as great, if not greater rea-
fon to believe, that the hlﬂory of the life, death,
and refurre&tion of Jefus Chrift, as related in
the New Teltament, 1s a genume and authen-
tic hiftory, as we have to believe in the genuine-
nefs and authenticity of any other ancient
book—we have no evidence external or intere
nal to induce us to conclude, that the apoftles
had either ability or motive to introduce and
propagate an impofture. The {elfithnefs, am-
bition, arid cowardice of the apoftles, thewn
during the life, and at the death of Jefus, are
perfetly natural and credible; and when
contrafted with their fubfequent difinterefted-
nefs, humility, and fortitude, afford an ex-
ceeding firong proof, both of the general ve-
racity of the evangehf’cs as hiftorians, and of
the fa&t of the refurreftion of Jefus, as a caufe
adequate to the produltion of {o great, and
otherwife unaccountable change in their cha-
raCter and condu&.

THE
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THE CONCLUSION.

TI’IE truth of Chriftianity depends upon its
leading faéts, and upon them alone. Now
of thele we have evidence which ought to
fatisty us, at leaft until it appear that man~
kind have ever been deceived by the fame.
We have {fome. uncontefted and inconteftible
points, to which the hiftory of the human
fpecies hath nothing fimilar to offer. A
Jewifh peafant changed the religion of the
world, and that, without force, without
power, without fupport; without one natu-
ral {fource or circumftance of attraé&tion, in-
Ruence, or fuccefs. Swuch a thing hath wnot
bappened in any other inftance. 'The com-
panions of this perfon, after he himielf had
been put to death for his attempt, afierted
his {fupernatural charafer, founded upon his
{upernatural operations; and, in teftimony
of the truth of their afiertions, z. e. in conie-
quence of their own belief of that truth, and,
in order to communicate the knowledge of 1t
to others, voluntarily entered upoen lives of
toil and hardfhip, and, with a full experi-
ence of their danger, committed themfielves
to the laft extremities of perfecution. Zhis

bath not a parallel, WMore particularly, a
L very
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“very few days after this perfon had been
publicly e€xecuted, and i1n the very city in
. which he was buried, thele his companions
declared with one volce that his body was
reftored to life; that they had {een him,
handled him, eat with him, converfed with
him ; and, in purfuance of their perfuafion
of the truth of what they told, preached his
religion, with this firange faét as the foun-
dation of it, in the face of thofe who had
killed him, who were armed with the power
of the country, and neceflarily and naturally
difpofed to treat his followers as they had
treated himfelf ; and having done this upon
the fpot where the event took place, carried
‘the intelligence of it abroad, in deipite of dif-
ficulties and oppofition, and where the na-
ture of their errand gave them nothing to
expe&t but derifion, infult, and outrage.
This is without example. Thele three faéts,
I think, are certain, and would have been
nearly fo, if the gofpels had never been
written, The Chriftian ftory, as to thefe
points, hath never varied. No other hath
been {et up againft it. Every letter, every
difcourfe, every controverfy, amongit the
followers of the religion ; every book written
- by them, from the age of its commencement
to the prelent time, in every part of the
world in which it hath been profefled, and
with every feét into which it hath. been di-
vided, (and we have letters and difcourfes

written by contemporaries, by witnefles of
- the
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the tranfallion, by perfons themfelves bear-
ing a {hare in it, and other writings follow-
ing that age in regular fuccefhon) concur in
reprefenting thefe falts in this manner. A
religion, which now poflefles the greateft
part of the civilifed world, unqueftionably
{fprang up at Jeruvfalem at this time. Some
account muit be given of its origin, {ome
caule afligned for its rife. All the accounts
of this origin, all the explications of this
caule, whether taken from the writings of
the early followers of the religion, in which,
and in which perhaps alone, it could be ex-
pelted that they thould be diftinétly unfolded,
or from occafional notices in other writings
of that or the adjoining age, either exprefsly
alledge the fa&s above ftated as the means by
which the religion was fet up; or advert to
its commencement in a manner which agrees
with the {uppofition of thefe faéts being true,
which renders them probable according to the
then ftate of the world, and which teftifies

their operation and effets. |

Thefe propofitions alone lay a foundation
for our faith, for they prove the exiftence of
a tranfa&ion, which cannot even in its mofit
general parts be accounted for upon any rea-
fonable fuppofition, except that of the truth
of the miflion. But the particulars, the
detail of the miracles or miraculous pretences
(for fuch there mneceflarily muft have been)

upon which this unexampled tranfaction reft-
G ed,
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ed, and for which thefe men alted and
{fuffered as they did a&t and {fuffer, it is un-
doubtedly of grecat importance to us to know.
We bave this detail from the fountain head;
from the wvperfcns themielves; im accounts
written by e;*(,—wnneﬁ'es of the fcene, by
contemporaries and companions of thole 'who:
were {0 s not in one book, but four, each
containing enough for the Veriﬁcation of the
religion, all agrecing 1n the fundamentai
parts of the hiftory. = We bhave the authent-
city of thele books eftablithed by more and
fironger proofs than belong to almoft any
other ancient book whatever, and by proofs
which widely diftinguifh them from any others:
claiming a {imilar authority to theirs. If there
were any good reafon for doubt concerning
the names to which thele books are aferibed,
(which there is not, for they were never
afcribed to any other, and we have evidence
not long after their publication of their bear-
ing the names which they now bear) their
antiquity, of which there is no queltion, their
reputation and authority amongft the ecarly
difciples of the religion, of which there is as
little, form a valid proof that they muft, in
the main at lealt, have agreed with what the
firft teachers of the religion delivered.

When we open thefe ancient volumes, we
difcover in them marks of truth, whether we
conlider each in itlelf, or collate them with
onc another. The writers certainly knew

| {fomething
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{fomething of what they were writing about,
for they manifeft an acquaintance with loc.,al
circumftances, with the hiftory and ufages of
- the times, "Wthh could only belong to an
inhabitant of that country, living in that age.
In every narrative we perceive fimplicity and
undefignednefs ; the air and the language of
reality. When we compare the different
narratives together, we find them {o varying
as to repel all {uipicion of confederacy; {o
agreeing under this variety, as to {fhow that
the accounts had one real tranfa&tion for their
common foundation: often attributing ditfer-
ent actions and difcourfes, to the perfon whofe
hiftory, they profefs to relate, yet aétions and
difcourfes {fo fimilar, as very much to befpeak
the {fame chara&er; which is a coincidence,
that, in {uch writers as they were, could only
be the confequence of their writing from fact,
and not from imagination.

Thefe four narratives are confined to the
hiftory of the founder of the religion, and
end with Ais miniftry. Since however it is
certain that the affair went on, we cannot
help being anxious to know Ao it proceeded.
This intelligence hath come down to us in a
work purporting to be written by a perfon,
himfelf conne&ed with the bufinels during
the firft ftages of 1ts progrefs, taking up the
.ﬁory where the former hiftories had left it,
carrying on the marrative, oftentimes with

grcat particularity, and throughout with the
2 dpped; AI1CC
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appearance of good f{enfe®, information and
candour'; ftating all along the origin, and the
only probable origin, of eflects which un-
queftionably were produced, together with
the natural confequences of fituations which
unqueftionably did exift; and confirmed in
the fubftance at leaft of the account,. by the
firongelt poflible acceilion of teftimony which
a hiftory .can receive, original lefters, written
by the perfon who is the principal {fubje& of
the hiftory, written wupon the bufinels to
which the hiftory relates, and during the
period, or foon after the period, which the
hiftory comprifes. No man can {ay that this
altogether is not a body of ftrong hiftoricat
evidence.

When we relle& that {fome of thofe,
from whom the books proceeded, are re-
fated to have themielves wrought miracles,
to have been the {ubject of miracles, or of
fupernatural afliftance In propagating the
religion, we may perhaps be led to think,
that more credit, or a different kind of
credit, is due to thele accounts, than what
can be claimed by mergly human teftimony.
But this is an- argument which cannot be -ad-
drefled to {ceptics or unbelievers. A man
muft be a Chriftian before he can receive it.
"The inipiration of the hiftorical {criptures,

arnd

* Sece Peter’s fpeech upon curing the cripple, (Ats
1i. 18.) the council of the apoftles, (xv.), Paul’s difcourfe
at Athens, (xvii. 22.), before Agrippa, (xxvi.). I notice
thefe paflages, both as fraught with good fenfe, and zs
fxec from the fmallefl tin&ure of enthafiaim,
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and the nature, degree, and extent of that in{pi-
ration, are queftions undoubtedly of ferious
difcuffion, but they are queftions amongft
Chriftians themfielves, and not between them
and others, The do&rinc itielf 1s by no
means neceflary to the belief of Chriftianity,
which muft, in the firft inftance at leaft, de-
pend upon the ordinary maxims of hiftorical

£red1b111tyT
In viewing the detail 6f miracles recorded
in thele books? we find cvery fuppoﬁtlon,
riegatived, Dby which they can be relolved
into fraud or delufion, They were not fe-
cret, nor momentary, nor tentative, nor ames
blguoub ; NOr performcd under the fan&ion
of authouty, with the Ipc&tators on their
fide, or in affirmance of tenets and pla&xu.,s
already eftablithed. We find alfo the evi-
dence alledged for them, and which evidence
was by great numbers recetved, different from
that upon whichh other miraculous accounts.
reft. 1t was contemporary, 1t was publifhed
upon the fpot, it continued; 1t involved in-
terefts and queftions oi the greateft magni-
tude ; it contradited the moft fixed perfua-
fions and prejudices of the perfons to whom
it -was addrefled ; 1t required from thofe whao
accepted 1t, not a {imple indolent aflent, but
a change, from thenceforward, of Pllr_l(.lplt.,b
and condu&, a {ubmiflion to conicquences
the moll ferious and the moft deterring, to
lofs and danger, to infult, outrage, and per-
{fecution

+Seg Powell’s Difcourfles. Dilcourie xv. p. 245
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{fecution. How {fuch 2 ﬁmy {hould be falie,
or, 1f fallfe, how under fuch circumitances it
thould make its way, I think impoflible to be
explained : yet fuch the Chriftian ftory was,
fuch were the circumiftances under which it
came forth, and in oppofition to fuch diffi-
culties did 1t prevail.

An event fo conne&ed with the religion,
and with the fortunes, of the fewifh people,
as one ot their race, one born ..-.unol:&ﬁ them,
eltablifhing his authority anid his law through;
cut a great portion of the civilized world,
wWas pelhaps te be expedéied, fheuld be not1c~
ed in the prophetic writings of that nation
efpecially when this };_erion? together vuh
his own miflion, caufed alio to Le acknow-
ledged, the divince original of their inftitution,
and by thole who before had altogether re-
jected it.  Accordingly we perceive in thele
WIItings, various mtmations wzzczar;‘mg 113
the perfen and numl/ of }efus, In a manner,
andg 1 & Gegree, in which pftf"afres taken
frcm: thade beoks, could not be made to con-
cur, 1 any perfon arbitrar,, aflumed, or
in any perfon, cxcept I"lm,, who has been
the author of great changes in the affairs and
opinions of mankind. Of fome of thefe pre-
diticiis the weight depends a good deal up-
on the concurrence. Others poilefs great fe-
parate iwrength: ore In putlcular does this
i1 an’ eminent de coree. It 1s an entire deferip-
tion, manifeitly dxre&ed to one charalter and
t&> one Icene of things: it 1s extant In a writ-

mng,
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ing, .or colle&tion of writlngs, declaredly pro-
phetic; and to the circumftances of his life
and death, with confiderable precifion, and
in a way.which no diveriity of interpretation
hath, in my opinion, been abic to confound.
That the advent of Chrift, and the confe-
quences of 1it, fhould not have been more
.llﬂi’ll&ly 1cvcalf*d in the Jewifh {acred books,
is, I think, in fome meafure accounted for
by the coniideration, that for the Jews to have
forefeen the fall of their infiitution, and that

1t Was to merge at lengin 1nto a more periect

and comprenenfive uipeni.,\tl(;n would have
cocled too much, and relaxed, their zeal for
it, and their adherence to1t, upon which zeal
c,a.nd adherence, the prefervation in tiwe world
of any rcnmuns, for many ages, of religious
eruth, might 1n a great meaiure depend.

Of what a revelation dilclotes to mankind,
one, and 011]} one, queition can properly be
afkked, ¢ was it of tmportance to mankind to
know, or to be better aflured of ?¥  In this
queftion, when we turn our ﬂlougg ts to the
oreat Chriftian do&rine of the reiurredlion of
the dead, and of a future judgment, no
doubt can be enertained. ILL. who gives
me riches or honours does nothing; he Who
even gives me health does hittie, in companfon
with that, which iays berore me juft grounds
for cxpeing a reftoration to life, ad a day
of account and retribution : v,hln,h thing
Chriftianity hath done tor sallions.

Di_llt‘f:*

-
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Other articles of the Chriftian faith are
only the adjuné@s and circumftances of this.
They are however {uch, as appear worthy
of the orlgmal to which we alcribe them.
The morality of the religion, whether taken
from the precepts or the example of its
founder, or from the leffons of its primitive
teachers, derived, as it fhould feem, from
what had been inculcated by their mafter, is,
in all 1ts parts, wile and piure; 11611-11_61
adapted to vulgar prejudices, nor fattering
popular notions, nor excufing eftablithed
pra&lices, but calculated, 1n the matter of
its inflrulltion, truly to promote human
happinefs, and, in the form in which it
was conveyed, to produce impreflion and
effe&@ ; a morality, ‘which let 1t have pro-
ceeded {from any perfon ~vhatever, would
have been fatistaltory evidence of bl:a good
{enfe and integrity, of the foundunefs of his
underflanding and the probity of his defigns;
a morality, in every view of i, much more
pmfe& than could have been expeéted from
the natural circurnftances and charadter of
ihe perfon who delivered 1t; a morality, in
a word, which 1is, and hath been, molt be-
aehicial to mankmd

Upon the greateft therefore of all poffible
occalions, and for a purpofe of ineftimable
value, it plealed th,e Deity to vouchfate =
miraculous attefltation. ¥aving done this

ior the nftitution, when this alone could

fix its authority, or give to it a bpgmnmg,
he
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he committed its future progrefs, to the na-
tural means of human communication, and
to the influence of thofe caufes by which
human, conduét and human affairs are go-
verned. The {eed being {own, was left to
vegetate 3 the leaven being inferted, was
ieft to ferment; and both according to the
laws of nature: laws, neverthelefs, difpofed
and controuled by that Providence which,
conducs the affairs of the univerfe, though
by an influence inifcrutable, and generally
undiftinguifhable by us. And in this Chrifti-
anity is analogous to moft other provifions
for happinefs. The proviflion is made ; and
being made, is left to a&k according to laws,
which forming a part of a more general {yftem,
regulate this parucular fubject, in common
with many others.

Let the conftant recurrence to our obler-
vation, of contrivance, defign, and wifdom
in the works of nature, once fix upon our
minds the belief of a God, and after that all
is ealy. In the councils of 2 Being, pol-
iefled of the power and dlfpoﬁtlon, which
the Creator of the univerfe muft poflefs, it
1S Not nnprobable that there fhould be a fu-
ture ftate; it is not improbable that we .
fhould be acquainted with it. A future
ftate reQifies every thing; becaufe if moral
agents be made, in the laft event, happy or
miferable, according to their condult in the
ttation, and wunder the circumflances in

which they arc placed, it {eems not very
material
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mnaterial by the operation of what caufes,
according to what rules, or even, if you
pleafe to call it fo, by what chance or ca-
price, thele ftations are afligned, or thefe
circumfitances determined. This hypothefis,
therefore, foives all that objef&ion to the
divine care and goodnefs, which the promii-
cuous diftribution of good and evil (I do
not mean 1n the doubtful advantages of
riches and grandeur, but in the unqueftion-
ably important diftin&ions of health and
ficknefs, firength and infirmity, bodily eafe
and pain, mental alacrity and depreflion)
1s apt on {o many occaiions to create. This
one truth changes the nature of things:
gives order to confufion: makes the moral
world of a piece with the natural.
Neverthelefs, a higher degree of aflurance,
than that to which it i1s poilible to advance
this, or any drgument drawn from the light of
nature, was neceflary, efpecially to overcome
the fthock, -which the imagination and the
{fenfes receive, from the effeéts and the ap-
pearances of death ; and the obftruction
which from -thence arifes to the expeltation
of either a continued or a future exifience.
This difficulty, although of a nature, no
doubt, to a&t very forcibly, will be found, I
think, upon refle€tion, to refide more in our
habits of apprehenfion, than in the fubje&t ;
and that the giving way to it, when we have
any realonable grounds for the contrary, is

rather an indulging of the imagination, than
any
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any thing elle. ALﬁra&edly confidcred, that
is, confidered without relation to the difference
wnlch habit, and mercly habit, produces iz
our facultiecs and modes of « ')plehcnuon i
do not {ee any thing mere in the refurretion
of a dead man, than in the conceptlon of o
child ; except it be this, that tiie one comces
into the world with a {yftem of prior conici-
oulnefles about him, which the other does-
not : and no pehon will fay, that he knows
enough cf either {fubjelt to perceive, that this
circumitance makes fuch a difference in the’
two cafes, that the one fhould be eafy, and
the other impoflible ; the one natural, the
other not {o. To the firft man the {uccelfiion
of the fpecies would be as incomprehenfible,:
as the refurre&tion of the dead is to us.
Thought 1s different from motion, percepti-
on from impa& : the individuality of a mind
15 hardly confiftent with the divifibility of an
extended {ubftance ; or its volition, that 1s,-
its power of orginating motion, with the in-
ertnefs which cleaves to every portion of
matier, which our obfervation or our experi-
ments can reach. Thefe diftin&ions lead us
to an immaterial principle: at leaft, they do
this; they {o negative the mechanical pro-
pertics of matter, in the conftitution of a {en-
tient, {1ill more of a rational being, that no-
argument, drawn from thefe properties, can
be of any great weight in oppoﬁtlon to other
reafons, when the quciiion refped@s the

cha nges of which {uch a nature is capable, or
the
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the manner in which thefe changes are cf-
fe¢ted. Whatever thought be, or whatever
it depend upon, the regular experience of feef;
makes one thing concerning it certain, that it
ean be completely {ufpended, and completely
reftored.

If any one find it too great a firain upon
his thoughts, to admit the notion of a fub-
ftance {trictly immaterjal, that is, from which
extenfllon and {olidity are excluded, he can
find no difficulty in allowing that a particle
as {fmall as a particle of light, minuter than
all conceivable dimeniions, may juft as eafily
be the depofitary, the organ, and the vehicle
of conicioufnefs, as the congeries of anjmal
{ubftance, which forms a human body, or the
human bramn ; that, being {o, it may transfer
a proper ideniity to whatever fhall hereafter
be united to it ; may be fafe amidft the de-
firution of its integuments ; may connect the
natural with the fpiritual, the corruptible with
the glorified body. If it be faid, that the mode
and means of all this is imperceptible by our
{enfes, it 1s only what is true of the moft im-~
portant agencies and operations. The great
powers of mature are all invifible, Gravita~
tion, eletricity, magneti{lm, though conftant-
Iy prefent, and conftantly exerting their in-
fluence 3 though wiithin us, near us, and
about us; though diffufed throughout all
fpace; overlpreading the {urface, or penctra-
ting the contexture of all bodies with whickh

we are acquainted, depend upon {ubftances
| "and
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and actions, which are totally concealed from
our fenfes. The Supreme {ntelligence i§ 1o
himielf, ‘
But whether thefe, or any other attempts
to fatisfy the imagination, bear any refem~
blance to the truth, or whether the ima-
oination, which, as I have f{aid before, is
the mere f{lave of habit, cez be {fatished,
&r not; when a future frate, and the re-
velation of a future flate, is not only per-
teCtly confiftent with the attributes of the
Being who governs the univerie ; but when
it is more; when 1t alone 1emovcs the ap-
pearances of contrariety, which attend the
operations of hi$ will towards creatures capa-
ble of merit and demerit, of reward and pu-
nifhment ; when a {irong body of hiftorical
evidence, confirmed by many internal tokens
of truth and authenticity, gives us juft reafon
to believe that {uch a revelation hath a&ually
been made; we ought to {et our minds at
reft with the aflurance, that, in the refources
of creative wildom, expedients cannot be -
wanted, to carry into effe&t what the Deity
hath purpofed; that either a new and migh-
iv influence will defcend upon the human
wsorld, to relulcitate extinguifhed conicioui-
nefs; or that, amidit the other wonderful
contrivances with which the univerfe abounds,
and by fome of which we fee animal life, in
many inftances, afluming improved forms of
exiltence, acquiring new organs, new percep-
fions, 2nd new fources of enjoyment, provi-
{105
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fion is alfo- made, though by methods fecret

to us (as all the great procefies of nature are)
for condu&ting the objeéts of God’s moral go-
vernment, through the neceflary changes of -
their frame, to thofe final diftinctions of hap-
pinefs-and mifery, which he hath declared tc
be referved for obedience and tranigreflion,
for virtue and vice, fer the ufe and the ne-
alect, the right and the wrong employment,
of the faculties and opportunities, with which
he hath been plealed, {everally to entruit and

. to 1ry us.
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