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"t a Mcctfng of the Freeholdert and other Inhabitants of theT otvn
of Bba'ron y duly gualified and lcgally warned, in public Town-
Mrcrmg affembled, at Faneuil-Hall, o Savurday the 4th Day

of July, A. D, 1789:
V OT K D,

2 «lJAT the SELECTMEN be, and hereby are ap,
A pointed a2 Committes to wait upon the Reverend Dr.
SiNusL StiLLman, and in the Name of the Town, tothank
him for the fpirited and elegant ORATION this Day deli.
vered by him, at the Requeft of the Town, upon the Auni.
verfary of the INDRPENDEANCE OF THR UniTED STLTES o
AMERICA ; in which, according to the Iuftitution of the
"Tow, he confidered the Feelings, Mannerg and Principles,
whichk led to thar preat National Event-—andﬁri‘mqﬂéﬂ of

5iim a Copy thereof for the Passs.
2% B
- Aeefh,
WILLIAM COOPER, TownClri.

ws Svasastusserr bR ARSI,

GixrraMen,

A WISH to ferve or gratify my Fdfoﬂ-&f igemsy led e 80 cccept

their Appointment in the firft Inflance ; ard mow urges wne te
comply with their Defire, in giving a Copy of the ORATION for
the PrEvs, whish their great Gandour Hgth led thems 1o approve,

I am, Gemlemm,

R
Wzth every Sentiment of Efteem,

Your humble Servant,

SAMNUEL STILLMJM
BOSTON, 9ts July, 1789,



L

AN

ORATION.

T H E American Revoluticn, my Fellowa

Citizens, 15 a great event in the moral

government of Gop : new and afton-
x[hlng to us and to furrounding nations, but not
fo to that OMNIscieExXT BeING, who is faid
in the language of infpiration, to fee the end
from the beginning., His unalterable purpofe
was its prime foundation ; which, however,
could be no motive with thofe perfons who
were engaged to accomplith it, becaufe they
were entirely ignorant of the divine intention,
until the event itfelf took place.

TuAT it was the purpofe of Gop it {hould
be, is evident in his almoft miraculous interpo-
fitions in favor of it.

THe feelings, manners, and principles which
led to it, as well as the important and bappy ef-
Seils, whether general or domefiic, which have = ..
clready and will forever continue to flow from i¥Saea
we ars now to confider, agreeable to the vote of
the town, * Our

* Pafled July 3,

{
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Ovr Ancellers, driven by the violence of
perfecation frop: their native country, brought
with them to thele fhores thofe principies of
welivion wnd of civil government, which have
Zaally ripened by time and by manifold opprefs
Bors, into the juyous event which we now

sclcbrate,

Witu them it was a felf-evident principle,
‘Fhat all men are and ourhs 1o be at liberty to
'Iflin!g. and a&t tor themitives in matters of relj«
gion ; and ihat {0 long ss they lead peageabls
end quict [ives, no men, whether court or ciergy,
Bave any ripht to intedfere with their creed of
marmer of worthipping Gob ; except by addrefe
irs to their uvnderftandings.

-IN macters of govarnment they believed it
eFential 1o freedom, That the people (hould

be governed by no laws, to which they
Puve dot given their confent i perfon, or by
“hicir reprefentatives, ‘They were zealoully ene
sped 1o promote the cavfe of religion, and to
osrovide for the cducation of the youth. With

- " them originated the inflitution of public {chools
roughuet the Cemmonwealth, into which the
| "“ﬁ}tldrcn of the rich and poor arc admitted upon
equal teims ; the expence of thelr education
being,

¥

Y
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being defrayed by a tax on the people at facge,
They too at an early period, founded the Ugis
verfity at Cambridge, from which many greas
and ufeful meao, ig church and ftate have iflued,

To thefe inftitutions my Fellow-Citizens owe
their fuperior degrees of knowledge, which have
greatly contributed to their Freedom and Indee
pendence, ‘There are but few perfons in tows
or country, who have not a juft knowledge of
the fundamental principles of a free government,
A people thus enlightened cannot be enflaved.

TrE diftance of the colonies from the mothes
gountry, is a natural circumftance which rendered
their Independence an unavoidable event,at a giv-
en period s for though we as a people, wers
profperous, and in a degree happy uader the {u-
preme control of the Britith parliament, many
things took place in confequence of that diftance,

that were oppreflive, of which we complained,
yet {ubmitted,

Tu g war that accelerated this great nationas
event, originated in part in ignorance of our‘real
condition ; which ignorance it was not eafy,if pofe,
fible, to prevent, becaufc we were (o far removed
from the parent ftate, I a'k therefore, Would it

have been confifteint with the wife @conomy of
Providence,
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Providence, that three millions of people, daily
increafi ing, thould have remained under the fu-
preme cobtrol of a governmentat the diftance of
a thoufand leagues ? Could a government thus
fituated know the condition of the gavemedt
Could they enter into their feelings . Should the
people feel themfelves opprefled,could they, with-
-gut great hayard expence and delay, obtain rphef ?

 To be always running three or four thoufand
miles with a tale or a petition, fays a fenfible wria
ter, waiting four or five months for an anfwer,
which when obtained, requires fiveor fix more to
explain it in, will in a few years be looked apon
as folly and chiidifhnefs,~—There was a time
when 1t was proper, and there is a2 proper time
for it to ceafe,

““ SMALL iflands not capable of prote&ing
shemfelves, are the proper objeds for government
¢o take under their care; but there is fomething
very ablurd, in {uppofing a Continent to be pera
petually governed by anifland, In no inflance
hath nature made the fatellite larger than its prie
snary planet, and as England and America with
seipeét to each other, reverfes the common order
of nature, it is evident they belong to different
fyltems : England to Europe, America to itlelf,”

CoMMON Sense,
- Bur
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BuT we have been often told, That tF  Ade.
pendence of America hath taken place tuty or
an hundred years too foon.  Rather it bath hap-
pened at the very time infinite wifdom faw
beft, He, without whofe knowledge the fpar-
row doth not fall to the ground, hath directed
the innumerable intermediate events, which con-
net the fettlement of the country with the decla-
ration of Independence 1n 1776. It 1s, bucaule
unerring wifdom chole it fhould bz,

WaaT makes this event appear altogether
providential is, that it was not the ground of the
guarrel with Great-Britain ; nor the objelt for
which the Americans at fr#f contended, They
fought for Liberty, not for Indvgendente, 'There
was a period after the contelt began, when they
would have rejoiced to be placed in the {ame con-
dition in which they were in 1763,  And when
the propofitior: of independence was firft made,
the people i gencral were much oppofed to i,
and confented to 1t at laft as a matter of abfolute

neceflity,

I FEEL a prevailing relulance to repeat the
hiftory of the apprefiive meafures ot Great- Britain,
becaufe 1t will revive refentments, and tend to
defiroy the pleafures of this anpivertary. Weare

13 NowW
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now at peace with all mankind : Gob grant that
it may laft as Jong as the fun and the moon (hait

endure |

LT it fuffice to fay, That the repeated attempts
of Great-Britain to raife a revenue out of our
pockets without cur confent ; followed by a de-
ciaratory acl, o called, claiming a right to make
laws binding us in all cafes whatever, f{pread
an alarm  from New-Hampfhire to Georgia,
wiich iffued in a furprizing union of the Colo-
nies, and a fuccefsful oppofition to Britifh mea-
fures.

To fupport this unjuft claim, fleets and armies
were {aent among us ; which brought ‘'on all that
horrid fecene of war and blood(hed, under which,
for {everal years we groaned, During which
period, thoufands of our countrymen were flain

in battle, ordied in cruel confinement,

ILeT us paufe a moment to give vent to gene-
rous {orrow—It becomes us this day to bedev-
with tears of gratitude and friend(hip the remaint
of fathers, brothers, {onsand fellow-citizens, who
have fallen in freedom’s important caufe l——
Oh, had they lived to jnin the triumph of this
day, and to receive the tribute of a arateful

country |-~
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country {—But why this exclamation ! G2 can
do no wrong,

‘““ He fees with equal eve as God of all,
A Hero peryh or a Sparrow fall.”  Pope,

Turey have retired from that necle@ which
{urviving, wounded, mangled heroes have ex-
perienced,

AMeRrica free and indepandent and her army
not paid, is a confideration that damps the joy of
this day.—While we rejoice, public creditors in
general mourn ; and mourn they will; fhould
public juitice ftill be delayed, or public faith be
thip-wrecked. But this cannot be. The time
we hope is not far diftant, when our country,
having recovered from her uncommon embar-
rafsments, will faithfally confider thofe citizens
who were her friends in the time of trouble.

Tae declaration of Independence at once anni-
hilated the diminutive termy Colonivs as applied to
us, ralfed us to our equal ftation among the na-
tions of the world, and opened to us a fource of
great advantages,

IT is no jult objeCtion to this affertion, that
our fufferings have been extremely great fince

1776. 1o general they were the natural cffects
Ba of
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of our noble ftruggle for freedom. We had ap
army to raife and maintain, and {ew refources to
“doitwith, The men were oblired in confider-
able numbers, to leave their refpective cccupa-
t.ons and iy toarms; confequently the means
of {ubfiltence were in great mcafure negle&ed,
We were reduced to the neceflity of iffuing a
paper currency, which became on occafion of
the moft imiquitous pralices, and the ruin of
many worthy citizens,—And our navigation was
almoft dcftroyed by the Britith cruizers ; while
their army had pofleffion of different parts of

our COUDU'}V-

Upron the conclufion of the peace, inflead of

adopting the methods of ceconomy, promoting a-
griculture and manufaures, and living as muoch

as poffible within curfelves ; we rufhed into the
moft extravagant importation of Britith goods,
Many perfons left their proper employments
and fet up for merchants, who were unacquaint-
ed withcommerce, Thus large debts were con-
tracted, which finally brought on frequent bank-
ruptcies. ‘The failore of fome proved the ruin
of others, and thus fpread the calamity. The
- natural tendency of which was, to deltroy mutual

confidence, and to put a ftop to bufinefs.

ANOTHER
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Anorner grand fource of our difficulties,
was the want of power in Congrefs t0 govern
the uffairs of the Uniton, The articles of Con-
federation arofle out of the circumftances of
the times, and like our paper-money, anfwered
eood purpofes for a feafon ; but they were def-
titate of energy. Congrefs could do no more
than recommend : Bach ftate in the Union had
it in her power to negative the beft-concerted
plan, This was actually the cale with the little
ftate of Rhode-Ifland, in the aftuir of the five per
cent, impoft ; by which we were deprived of an
important national revenue, which would have
greatly lightened the burdens of the people,
This circuinftance, among others, clearly proved
the zbfolute neceflity of ‘a change in our national
fyftem ; and I doubt not haftencd the happy event,

ConGgREss were fo much difcouraged at a
particular time, that they were on the point of
{eparating, and of leaving their countrymen to
feel thofe diftreffes, which would have been the
refult of their own folly, All thofe perfons who
knew the condition of America at that period,
trembled for her fafety,

AmipsT all thefe difficulties the great body

of tradefmen were out of bufinefs ; who, in fome
inftances,
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inftances, were obliged to live on the little pro-
perty they had acquirel by hard and conflant
labor ; while thole perfons who had no property,
were reduced to the humiliating neceffity of per-
forming the loweft {ervices, to provide bread for
a {uffering family.  Yetall thefe difficulties they
bore with uncommon magnanimity and patience,
Wonder not that they complained : rather wona
‘der that they complained {o little,

A N that nothing might be wanting 1o fill up
the mealure of our afHi&ions, the exigencies of
government obliged them to levy direct taxes oan
the people, already borne down with uncommon
calamities. They would in general have paid,
but could not : for from principle and habit,
they were difpofed to obedience. The language
of complaint was hkeard throughcut the Conti-
nent ; and in fome places infurrections took
place, which were happily {uppreficd by the fpi-
rited exertions of government,

Tae more enlightened any people are, the

more f{enfibly they teel aninjury ; and by their
exceflive lave of freedom are fometimes hurried
on to altions, which they themfelves condemn

13 a difpaflionate hour,

LED
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LeT us cherith the principle, love of freedom,
condemn only 1ts abufe, and forgive the folly
and rafhnefs cf fome of our mifguided country=-
men. It 1s certamly more agrecable to the feel-

ings of benevolent minds, to overcome the follies
and wickedn=fs of men by compafiion and ten-
dernefs, than by feverity ; when this may be done

confiftent with the public fafety.

Svcu have been our fufferings, and fuch theic
caufes :  Inthe retrofpeét this muft become a
moft evident truth, That none but Almighty
God himfelf could have fuftained us under them,
and led us to victory and lndependence, We
have feen, that the bartle is not to the ftrong.

1F it bad not been the Lord 'wbo was ononr fide,
now may America fay ; when men rofc up againft

: Dhen thiy bad ffwa}iufufd s zz/) quick, when
tbe:r wrath wes kindled ag vainfl us.—Let his oreat
name be magnified, who hath opened to us, by
our Independence, a fource of great advantages;
which we pafs to confider.

Wuire we were Colonies our trade was fub-
ject to the regulations of the Britith Parliament,
‘¢ She made laws obliging us to carry to her all
ghofe produdts which fhe wanted for her own

ufe ; and all thofe raw materials which fhe chofe
herfelf
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herfelf to work up. Befides this refiriction the for-
bad us to procure manufactures from any other part
of the globe ; or even the prodults of European
countries, which alone could rival her, without
being firft brought to her. In (hort, by a variety
ef laws, fhe regulatcd our trade in fuch a man.
ner, as the thoueht moft conducive to muatual
advantage, and her own welfare,” #*  She prohi.
bited the Colonies from {upplying one another
with hats and weolen cloths.  Even our pig and
bar-iron were to be manufa&ured in Great-

Britain. T

Frenm thefe fevere reflriltions upon our trade
and manufactures, we are happily delivered by -
our feparation from her,

Now a new, extenfive and animating {cene
epens to the view of the great body of American

merchants ; who, as to a fpirit of enterprize arc
excceded

® Farmer’s cth Letter,

+ ¢ And thar pig and bar-ivon made in his hinjefly’s
¢ Colonics in America inay be farthor muamufacuured in thig
€ kinadaom, be 1r farther enadied by the antiority atorefaid,
 that from andafter the fourth « ~v of June, 1750, no mill
“ or other engine for flitting, or rolling of trun, or any
“plaiting forg: to work with a nile-hammer, or any furnace
“ for making of iteel, fiall be erecied, or after (uch credtion
“ hall be continued in any of his Majefly’s Colonics in

““ Ameiicn.” 23, GEO. 2. ¢l 29.
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exceceded by no men on earths They may ex-
tend their commerce to every part of . the globe,
By the revival and extenfion of commerce, fhip-
building will be encouraged, and the various
claflfes of mechanics find employment, It is na-
vigation that fetsall the wheels in motion, and
opens the way for the ingenious and induftrious
tradefmen to fupport themfelves and families;
and by encreafing the demand for the produce of
our country, animates the farmer amidit the

labors of the field.

WitnouT going three thoufand miles for
permiffion, we may eftablith manufatories in
every part of the United States ; work up our
own materials,employ our own people, promote
induftry, the friend of virtue ; leffen our annual
importations, increafe our exports ; and rife thro’
the blefling of Gop on our endeavours, f{uperior
to all thofe difficulties, with which for {feveral

years we have ftruggled, *

C So

* ‘The manufacture of cotton, cards, paper for wiiting and
for rooms, woolen cloths, loaf-thear, duck, &c. o is dadly
rifing into tmportance ; of which the followingis u proof :—

In thie duck manufadtory, lately eftablifhed in this rown,
there ave daily employved nearly three hundre 2 people, who are
able to turn out 1,200 vards per week, and very foon will

“extend it to r,500.  Sail-makers and feamen fay, thatr it i3
{uperior to any duck 1imported from England or Ruthz,  Se-
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So long as we were dependent on Great-
Biitain, ber wars were curs., Whenever fhe

chofe to engage in a war with any of the powers
of

veral veflels have been already furnifhed with it, and coniider-
able quantitics have been exported to different parts of the
Unjted States ; the demand for 1t will encreafe, with the re-
vival of our navigation, and confequently become f{till more

important.

Of the card manufadtories in this town, that of Meflieurs
Giles Richards and Co. alone, daily employs ome thoufand
nerfons, anl during cleven months paft tiey have manufac.
tured five theufand onz bundred and fifty dozen pair of coiton and
woel cards, according to the beft caleulation the compeny are
capable of making ; the demand for which annually increafes.

At Taunton and the towns adjoining, there are employed
in tnanufacturing of iron and nails one thoufand perfons daily.
The quantity of nails made by them yearly i8 two bundred and
fijty rens, contained in two thoufand five hundred cafks, which
avevage thirty thoujand each,

In American loaf-fugar and paper we abound ; and a gen-
tleman who is engaged in the manufacture of paper-hang-
ings, thinks he :n eafily fupply the Continent with that
article, as good as to its quality, and as low as to price as anty
that can be imported. ‘

It would be eafy to continue the remarks or American
nianufadtures,but it would {well the note to a volume. From
this {pecimen let us extend our views to the different manu-
faltories throughout the United Stares, and we fhall be ani.
mate« with the certain profpect of their growing importance,
—rejoice that the people are employed, and our moiey kept
among ourfclves.
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of the world, we, without the leaft confultation,
were obliged to take a part in the quarrel, and
to imbrue our hands in human blood. Now,
blefled be Gop, we have nothing to do with
European quarrels : but are independent of
thofe ambitious princes, who to adjuft fome little
point of national honor, extend dominion, or fa-
tisfy a fpirit of revenge, facrifice thoufands of

their {ubjects.

WiiLE we were a part of the Britifh Empire,
the King bad a negative on all our laws ; who
certainly could not know our real condition, but
was always liable to be deccived by his minifters
at home, or his fervants here : of which there
was the greater danger from his having the ap-
poiatment of many of the principal officers of
government among us ; who in general were fo-
reigners, neceflitous z2ad thercfore dependent on
the King for their fupport. It was natural for
them in fuch circumftances to be prejudiced in
favour of their own country, and to feck to pleafe
thieir mafter, whatever might become of the
interefts of the Americans, Many of them were

{pies on the liberties of the people,

'Frow this difagre.able fituation we are happily

delivered by our Independence, Qur prefent go-
Ca2 vernments
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vernments are of our own creating, our Gover-
nors from atong ourfelves, and our Judges as at

the firilt,

THis great national event hath alfo called into
public view, hiftorians, poets, painters, “heroes,
and civilians ; and continues to afford fubjeéts -fo
{ublime and interefting, as will give foll fcope for
the excrtion of all the powers of genivs, We
therefore reafonably anticipate Arnerica’s golden
age, when fcience, arts, mduﬂry, rehglon, free-‘
dom, and public happmc.fs ﬂmll exalt her to the
moft ditinguifhed eminence am:mg ‘the nations

of the worid,

Nor are the advantages of this furprizing revo-
lution confined to -America : already have ifs
principles extended their falutary influence to Eu-
ropean nations ; flathed fuch conviftien in the
minds of Princes, or produced fuch itruggles fos
freedom among a people-long opprefled, as have
terminated in their partial emancipation,

Ma the great work of political reformatios.
¢0 on, until all men fhall fit under their vine and
fig-tree, having none to make them afraid ¢

AND to compleat our wifthés, ‘Heaven hath
bicfled us with a general government, to which

we look up with confidence and joy.
Tais
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Tuis is an event of uncommon magnitude in
the hiftory of our country ; and fhould fill the
- heartof every American with gratitude to that
Gop, with whom are all the events of Empires,

“ WieN I contemplate, fays the great, the
beloved WASHINGTON, the interpefition of
Providence, as it was vifibly manifefted in guid-
ing us thro’ the revolution, and preparing us for
the rccepuon of the gereral government, and in
concﬂlaung the good-will of the people of Ame-
rica toward one another, after its adoption, I feel
myfelf opprefled, and almoft overwhelmed with
a fenfe of the divine munificence : 1 feel that no-
thing is due to my perfonal agency in all thefe
wonderful and complicated events, except what
can b:attributed to an honeft zeal for the good of
my rountry.”’*

IN the number of thefe great, providential
eventy, my countrymen will unite in placing this
amziable man ‘¢ the wonder of a world.” Gobp
_gave him birth at {uch a period and in fuch a
place ; furnithed him with great abilities, and
with the moft excellent difpcfition, that he

might be a fignal blefling to his country. He
watched

# Anlwver to the Addvels of the Mavor, &, of the City of
Philadelnhia.
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watched this his favorite fon, fupported him un-
der the preflure of complicated ills, preferved him
in thickeft dangers, and led him, aflifted by the
forces of our great and generous Ally, the Mo-
nmarch of France, to viQory and peace,

As foon as his country had obtained an hono-
sable peace, he refigned his military commifiion
to Congrefs, and retired to the private walks of
life ; determined never more "to engage in public
dbufinefs—But his work was not finithed, Deity
never intended that his great talents thould be
confinead to the banks of thePotowmack, however
afeful there, The millions of America follow
him to his cholen retirement, and unite their
voice in his appointment tothe firft feat in the
Federal Government, This a& not only confers
the greateft honor on the man of their choice that
a people can confer, but reflects ditinguithed ho-
not on themfelves, as an evidence that they arc
feclingly alive to excellence of charadter,and know
how to confer the rewards of virtue,

Tae call of hiscountry he again obeys ; hav~
ng nothing to hope for in point of reputation,but
every thing to rifque,

As he paffed through different places on his
way to New-York, the people of every rank
crowded
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crowded around him,to exprels their love and gra-
titude to the man to whom they owe fo much,
At Trenton’s bridge the little maids, led on by
grateful mothers, fung his welcome, and ftrew-
ed his way with flowers, The Hlufirious Chief
in folemn filence ftopped to liften to their fong =

" His foul was in his eyes,—and the filent tear ftole
down his venerable cheek,in thankful recolle@ion
of the pleafing difference there was between his
prefent circum (tances,and that gloomy night when
he crofled this very river with his little, ragged,
forlorn army,and compleatly furprized theHeff1an
troops that were ftationed at Trenton. From
thence,by a forced march,he puthed on toPrince-

ton, and obtained a fumilar victory., By which
events he revived the fpirits of his faithful troops,

and gave a happy turn to the affairs of Ame-
rica,

Hx had too much piety to permit him to vift
this place, without offering up the tribute of his
praife to Him, who crowned him with fuccefs,
And all his refolution was infuflicient to {upprefs
the keen fenfibility of his heart, upon {ach reite-
rated expreflions of warm attachment to his per-

fon.
AT
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AT New-York he was received with every
mark of honor and affection ; and entered on the
great duties of his office with fuch a fenfe of Gob
and of relizion, as ftill more, if po[ﬁble endears
hnn to lns countrymen.

May the virtues of his private life, and the
piety that appears in his official condu, be imi-
tated by his fellow- citizens of every rank. May
they learn from him to honor the Lord’s Day,and
not make it a day of bufinefs or of vifiting,.but of
ftriét religion.  Efpecially may our youth look
up to a character thus accomplithed, go and do
likewife,

Wit a WASHINGTON at the head of our
national government, and an ADAMS at his fide,
with all the great charalters that compofe our Se-
nateand Houfe of Reprefentatives, what may
we not expett to make ihe people happy,

thatis within the rcach of human power !
ﬁn

Mucu is daé to that illuftrious band of pa-
triots, who by their wifdomin council, or vaior
in the field, have been the means of procuring
for America, Liberty ‘and Indcpcndence May
‘their names be handed down to latéft generations
as the FrignpsoF Mankinp, and underGobp,
THE DELIVEREKS OF THEIR COUNTRY.

PerMIT



A ORATIGON .

PerMIT me to congratelate you on the
change that hath taken place in our national con.
dition, OQur profpedls brighten—We have now
agovernment, from the comvlete arrangement
and operation of which,we have reafon to expeét
great advantages. But we muft exercile patience :
‘“ Rorge was not built in a day.” The objedls
before Congrefs are national,complicated and very
mterefting ; time is therefore requifite com-
pletely to arrange the fyftem,—~May Gop grant
to them that wifdom that is from above ; and

that virtue that fhall be proof againft every temp-
tation |

LeT usa remember at the fame time, that
much depends on the condult of the great body
of the people,

Tue hitory of other nations fhould be a fo-
iemn leffon to us. By wifdom and by virtue thyy
have rifen ; by ignorance and vice they have been
ruincd. The fame caufes will invariably produce
thie fame effedts, '

KnowLEDGE and virtue are the bafis and
life of a Republic : therefore the education of
children and youth, fhould be the firtt vbject of
the atteption of government, and of every clafs

of citizens,
D Ys
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Y & virtuous fair, who are placed by Provi-
dence at the head of rifing families, you have the
moft favorable opportunities of forming the minds
and manners of your children, becaufe they are
conftantly with you, watch your conduét, and
litten to your inftrutions with an implicit confi-
dence. In doiag this you pleafe yourfelves, and
render eflential fervice to your couatry,

WE have much to expe frcm your gooa
fenfe, your delicacy of manners, the purity of
your converfation, and your unwearied endeav-
ors to bring up your children in the nurture and

admonition of the Lord.

““ Delightful tafk ! to rear the tender thought,
To teach tbe young idea how fo fhoof,
To pour the jrefb infirultion o’er the mind,
To breathe the enlivensng  [pirit, and to fix
The generous purpofe in the gliwing breafl I
Thomfon.

THE citizens repofe great confidence in the
wildom, integrity and diligence of thofe gentle-
men who are placed at the head of our {chools
and colleges. Their tafk is arducus yet pleafing,
becaufe they are engaged iu fitting the rifing
generation for honor and ufefulnefs 1n the nation.

They will not therefore be weary in well-
doing;
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doing ; but remember when furrounded by 3
crowd of lovely youths, who wait for their

in{tra@ion, that they are, if virtucus, the joy
of their parents, and the boat of their coun-

try.

Tre minilters of religion have 2 moft im-
portant part to at in this refpe{t. No nicn
under heaven have greater opportunities of pro-
moting knowledge and virtue than they ; to
which they ought ever to be encouraged by the
important confideration, That they are infiru-
ments in the hands of God, of promoting the
beft intereft of mankind in this life, and of that
which is toc come. And the people have a right
to expect that they will be faithful in their
profeflion, and eminent in virtue.,

Tue liberty of the prefs is one of the great
bleflings of a free government, as it is a means
of diffufing knowledge through every part of
the country, the fcourge of tyrants, aand the
fecurity of freedom. But it has often degene-
rated into licentioufnefls, Better, however to
fuffer this evil than that the prefs hould not be
free. It is extremely difficulr, if notimetlible
to reftrain it without deltroying its freedom.

D 2 Civis
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Civiu rulers ought to go before the people
as examples of every thing amiable and praife-
worthy ; be the conftant patrons of religion and
learning, and do every thing in their power to
promote that righteoufnefs which exalteth a

natiofn.

Tue people, if wife, will confider want of
virtue as real a difqualification for office, as want
of wifdom.

In aword : As a nation we are in our infancy.,
But God hath put into our hands a prize of moft
ineflimable value ¢ 1t lies with us to improve it,
Should this be the cafe, we fhail be the happieft

nation on the globe.

Our rational profpelts of the future glory of
America are almoft boundlefs, while we confi-
der our exicut of territory,—various refources, -~
rapid popalation,~—encouragement held out to
foreivners to come among us,—the means of
education,—general knowledge of the people,—
univerfal liberty asto religion j—-and the repeat-
¢d inflances of great charafters that have ap-
peared among us 3 maony cf whom rife in prof-
pe:t before me in this venerable and great af-
femblv 3 which are only {pecimens of what we

have rcufon toexpe® ina future day.
THE

{
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THe fun of the old world i1s fettir.
new jult beginning torife. Hal f
the glorious theatre, pethaps, of h..
wonderous z&s ! That divine perfo
made his entrance in the eaft, will ride :.
umph through this weftern world, and ug
all the glory (hall be a defence. Norare Am:..
ricans alone in thefe their fanguine expeations 3
It is more than twenty years fince a learned Pre-
late thus fung thy greatnefls O my Country, in
prephetic verfe ;e

“ The mufe difgufted atan age and clime,

~ Barren of every ulorious theme,

In dittant lands now waits a better time,
Producing f{ubje&s worthy fame :

In happy climes, where from the genial fun,
And virgin earth fuch fcenes enfue,

The force of art by nature feems out- done,
And fancied beauties by the true :

In happy climes the feat of innocence,
Where nature guides and virtue rules,

Where men “hall not impofe for truth and fenfe
The pedantry of courts and fchools -

There {hall be fang another golden a 1€,
The rife of empiie and of arts,

The good and great infpiring epic rage,

The wifeft heads and nobleft hearte.
Not
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isurope breeds in her decay ;
.« bred when frefh and young,
aly flame did animate hsc clay,
wiure poets fhall be fung,

R vard the courfe of empire takes its way,
{he four firft alts already paft,
‘i ae fifth thall clofe the drama with the day ;
Time’s nobleft offspring is the lat,” *

* On the profpect of planting Arts and Léarning in Ame-
rica by Dr. Birkirey, Bithop of Cloyic.



