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REHOBOTH, JurLy 4, 1800.
AT a nuweting of the Federal Citizens of Rehoboth, aflembled teo
celebrate thiv Day, wnanimoufly refolved, that Dry: Isaac Fowiren,
CarviNn MarTiN, and NaTuaviet Burrock, Efq. be a Committee
to wait on Pavi ALien, Efq. with the thanks of the Citizens, for
the clpans and patristic Oration, delivered by him on this Anaiverfary,
snd folicit & capy far the Prefa.

———*—-—-

GENTLREMEN,

IN compliance with your requeft, fo politely cxprefled, a copy
of the Oration this day delivered, is ¢ with all its imperfe®ions on its
head,” prefented for the Prefs,

PAUL ALLEN.

{saac Fowerzkg,
To Meflrs, { NaATHANIZL Burrock, and

CaLviN MaRTIN.
Fuly 4, 1806.
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ORATION.

FROM the earlie & times of antiquity to the pre-
fent, amongflt nations civilized, or favage, monuments have
been erefted and preferved to commemerate glorious ex-
ploits. In rude and unpolithed times, while nature was as it
were in the quarry, fome rugged memorial, 2 ftone, or a
tree, was regarded with reverence, and confecrated by poi-
*erity with religious rites and obfervance. The misthapen
mafs brought warm to the remembrance of the natives the
deeds of their fathers. They gazed on it, and the depths of
antiquity, more impenetrable than the glooms of their native
forelts, were fuddenly illumined. They beheld their an-
ceftors writhing at the i{take, amidft the flow confumptions
of a Iingering fire, furronnded by favages verfed in the art
and myftery of murder, und flill bearing with immoveable
conftancy all the refinements of torture, for the prefervation

of their Country’s Independence. The Coward fe]t the
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pile, and was in an inftant changed to an Hero. He feemed
to touch the ele@ric dult of his fathers. When civilization
had worn off the afperities of life, *vhen man began to find
that the forelt was not thc boundary of his intellet, when
the winds and the waves were reduced to dilcipline, and ad-
miniftered to his pleafures and neceflities, the national
memorial pofleffed a correfponding grandeur and magnifi-
cence. Superb monuments, embellithed with whatever was
bold in defign, or fplendid in execution, were erected to per-
petuate the memory of thofe who prefered their country’s
exiftence to their own. Nay, the ardour of national grati-
tude, not fatisfied with the allowance of earthly honours,
followed the retreating fpirit of a man beyond the grave,
and afligned it a feat and agency amonglt the Gods.
Hence, in the legends of Heathen Mythology, we difcover
almoft as many deities in Heaven to be worlhipped, as there
were mortals on earth to worfhip. The celeftial regions
were thus overftocked with gods of human manufacture.
Defore the light of revelation appeared, while mankind were
left to the guidance of their own fancies, as to the proper
objects of religious reverence, we may ceafe to wonder why
thofe, the moft cniinent for popular virtues during their lives,
were deified after their deaths.—We may ceafe to wonder,
why fuch departed fpirits partook largely of the virtues and

vices <. the bodies they once inhabited, and carried their
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hofti.ities to Heaven. We may cven without the imputa-
tion of idolatry, admire in others, what ourfelves would not
practife. . The fiream that ‘"~ Ters in the catara&, is more
an objet of aftonilhment, than when it winds its gentle

courfe along variegated meadows.

Ferrow.crTizens, in reverence to a cuftom thus corref-
ponding with the firft rudiments of the human heart, we are
affembled on this day to commemorate your Independence.
Thirty years have now pafled into etcrnity, fince our illuf-
trious fathers in the face of the wovld declared, that ¢ the
United States were, and of right ought ®o be, free, fovereign,
and independent.”—TIcre let us make a folemn paufe, and
refiect, what flrength and hardilicod of nerve it required in
them to abide the confcquence of fuch a declaration! DBefore
their eyes refted the pleafant fields of their fathers; their
wives and children protected by innocence alone, felt under
fuch prote&ion Lappy. 'The boy, beheld the afcendancy cof
manliood, and the declivity of old age, fmooth and unruffied,
and calculated on filver hair, and the green beundary of ex-
iftence, with the quiet that his anceftors had done. The
mother, as fhe felt the decrepitude of her limbs, beheld thofe
of her children invigoratc ; the compenfation was more than
fufficient, and fhe feemcd in them to protract exiltence be-

2/

yond the grave. The rifing fun was thcir {uramons to
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- labour, and his farewell beam admonifhed them to retire.
Vanity and oftentation had not as yet decoyed with their
trinkets, and the luxury of a good conicience was the only
luxury they felt, or afpired after. They had yet to learn the
myflery of that refined folly, that firft forms a with beyond
the grafp of obtainment, and then mourns becaufe it cannot
be granted. Such were the profpets that regaled the eyes
of our anceftors on one fide ; but gloomy and portentous
was the contraft on the other. They beield a group of
obje@s horrible and uncertain, and more frightful becaufe
uncertain, floating in thadows; the flath of the fabre, the
tomahawk fufpended, and ftill more remote, the features
of the beloved Partners of all their joys and forrows, lament.
ing their widowed ftate, and prefling their orphans to their
bofoms. Such were the forms that dwelt in fhade, until

the light from Bunker’s Hill illumined and brought the fable

progeny to view.

Tur queftion may now well be afked, what gave
0 our anceftors, that adamantine firmnefs, that enabled
them to encounter fuch ohlacles, and to darc the Decla.
ratior of Independence? The anfwer is eafy. A cer
tain grandeur of heart, the property of but few, who may in

the ftrictelt fenfe be called Heaven’s favourites, goaded into

ungovernable phrenzy by lawle(s aggreflion, and premedi-
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tated infult bore them on. They ¢ fmiled at the drawn
dagger, and defied its point.”  Life, with all its tender va-
rieties, while under the influence of fuch paroxyfms, thrunk
from folicitude. Their bodies were mere organs through which
was conveyed an extraordinary impulfe. Like the prophets
of the fabled gods of antiquity, they feemed to fpeak and to
move, while under the operation ot fuperior power ; it was
not until its dcparture, that they funk down to the level of
mortals. Fellow-Citizeus, your own Hancock in the cabinet,
your Warren in the feld, are now immortal witnefles of the
truth of thefe remarks. Though their bodies moulder, and
mingle with the clods of the valley, their graves ftui breathe
with patriotifin ; and I hope and truft that their lateft pofterity
will cazch the infpiration. Whenever man is releafed from
the commmon entanglements of mortality, no wonder he dares
to attempt what at other times would fhake the tranquillity
of his nerves. Whatever materials are wanted either for
aggrelion, or defence, the abundant mind fupplies; the
plough-fhare becomss a {word, and the pruning-hook a
{pear.

To pafs through all the events of our revolutionary firug-
gles, to notice all the chequered diverfities of light and
fhade, would be an infult on the intelligence of the audience. -
To gather cyprefs with the one hand, and laurel with the
other, forms a fpetacle melancholy and affecting ; and is
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the fevere duty of the hiftoric mufe.  We may well refign
to her the performance of a tatk cqually painful, and un-
pleafant, and let our joy on this occafion be chaftifzd by the

thonglit that the lower which we pluck, and whofe fragrance

arew fiom the graves of our fathers.

regaics the fenfe,
Your imagmations have already beheld the heights of
Quebec immortalized by the death of Montgomery ; you
have already ravealled with our little difconfolate army over

the D=lawure, and beheld the fnows imprinted with the
blood of patriot fect ; the American fplendour at Monmouth ;
its various and portentous ccbiples, until its orb which even
in its mHt gloomy obteuration, was fill filvered by a faint
glory, emerged, and illumined York-Town with a fudden
blaze. W huve feen what Americans can do when guided
by Wasdisgron, in the field, or in the cabinet. The
head of the body imparted to every nerve life and vigour:
Whenever that moved, all the other members moved:
Whenever that {utfered, they all fulfered in unifon with it.
No difcordant mamber, then faid to the head ¢ 1 have no

need of thee.”

We owe it to the charadter of thofe illuftrious men who
atchieved Indepeadence, and bartercd the awful price of ex-
iitence to obtain it—we owe it to the fidelity of hiftorical
documents—we owe itto the gravity of fa&t, and to the

fandity of truth, to enter a protelt againt a dodrine
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lately advanced and pertinacioufly avowed, that the birth of
American Liberty was coeval only with the birth of her Inde.
pendence. This has been ftated over und cver again, repeat-
ed in private circles, and rung throughout all our newfpaper
changes, until it has acquired the folidity and permanence of
a proverb. One of the miferies of difputation confifts in our
rcgarding asan axiom, a principle that will not bear invefti-
gation. We appeal to hiftory with confidence, for the re-
futation of a calumny fo fhameful and degrading. Our
fathers, bred in the fturdy habits of Republicanifm, reluéted
at the tyranny under which they fuffered, fled from their
hearths and their fire-fides, and fought the proteion of a
favage-haunted wildernefs. Defore they could bring their
proud minds to fubmit, they dared the fury of the tempeftu-
ous element, the horrors of famime, and the threats of the -
totnahawk. Landed on an inhofpitable coaft, deftitute of
provifions, or of materials for defence, they laid the founda-
tion of future greatnefs. |

«“ A world was all before them where to chufe

“ Their refidence, and Provideace their guide.”

Manirorp were their trials, and perilous their conflicts.
No facrifice, no perfonal danger, no {pecies of privation, were
deemed too great when Liberty was the obje&t at ftake. A
kind and fuperintending Providence foftered their hopes into
confidence, led them on, through every trying viciffituds,

and fometimes by means little fhort of miraculous preferved

B
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them. In procefs of time, new emigrations from Europfﬁf
impelled by {imilar motives, flill added to the wealth, prof-
perity, and opulence of the country. One colony gave rife
to another colony; hardy and adventurous enterprize péne'-
trated ltill deeper the recetlss ol the forelt ; the fpires of the
chriftian temple fparkled amidlt the gloom of furrounding
foliage, until a large and opulent republic tempted the am-
bition and cupidity of Europe. Thus did population pro-
grefs, and fuch was the confequence. From the time of the
carlieft fettlement of this country, down to the date of thofe
calamities that ifflued in the Declaration of Independence,
never did Americans bow the knee and recognize flavery as
their tutelary goddefs. The allegiaace, which we owed to
the Monarch of Great-Britain, was little more that nominal.
Parliament then neither exercifed, or recognized the power
~ of its newly created omnipotence ¢ to bind and tax us inall
cafes whatever.”” It exercifed general jurifdi®ion for the
falety of the colonies, and left them in the quiet fecurity
and fruition of laws of their own making. Sheltered under
fuch powerful proteétion from Luropean rapacity, we felt
happy and fecure ; life, liberty, and property, were pre-
ferved, and we neither thought, or dreamed of Indepen-
dence. Afterwards, when tyrannical demands, unfanétioned
by precedent, werc madc and enforced, the Americans roufed
from the cuict of confidence, and boldly remonftrated againft

the jultice of the claims. ‘The matter and ftyle of thote
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petitions, fo far from bearing the brand of fervility anm}
abafement, difplay the indignant fpirit of freemen agitated
to alarm, and determined on refiftance. Jealous for their
ancient rights, and anxious for their prefervation, they neither
rggarded, and at the outfet fcarccly confidered, the ftrength
and power of the nation they were deftined to oppofe.
Read the Declaration of Independence! It complains in
ftrong and emphatic language of the various aggreflions
purfued during the reign of the prefent Monarch of Great-
Britain ; but there is not cne word of complaint againft his
predeceflors. It recapitulates thofe abufes, as altogether
novel, until that Monarch had fucceeded to the crown of his
anceftors. It declares that « his (not their) hiftory, is an
hiftory of repeated injuries and ufurpations, all having in di-
re&t object the eftablifhment of an uniform tyranny over
thefe States.”” Tt charges him with violating the ¢ frez fjf-
tem of Englifb laws,” and eftablithing in their ftead an ¢ ar-
bitrary govcrnment,’” and with ¢ altering fundamentally the

»”

forms of our governments.”” It recognizes the ¢ right of
reprefentation in the legiflature,” as the property of the
people, before enmjoyed. Tt charges the Monarch ¢ with
combining with others to fubje& us to a jurifdiction, foreign
to our conftitution, and unacknowledged by our laws.”
Will it be afked, to what conftitution, and to what law 1t

bears reference ? A conflitution and law that recognized the

King of Great-Pritair as the proper fovereign of this coun-
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try. It goes along in the fame ftrain throughout, and ends
in language to which the heart of every true American
refponds with the fidelity of an echo. This therefore is a
folemn national declaration, that the Americans were always
free, and whoever maintains the reverfe libels his country,
and fpits his venom on the grave of his anceftors. Who has
not read the fpeeches of Chatham, of Barre, and of Burke?
They all along with a prophetic fagacity warn the cabinet
o” Saint James, againft tampering with the ancient rights
and liberties of America. Never did they indulge, never did
they endure the thought that we were flaves for a moment.
Would to God that the Americans had always entertained the
fame proud opinion of themfelves, that foreigners have done !
Further, is not th; fat too notorious to require comment,
that had our countrymen been familiarized to fervitude, they
never would have dreamed of fuch defperate refiftance?
What thall we fay of Conne&icut ? That excellent, that truly
Republican Statc, who entered heart and foul into our revo-
lutionary conteft, and was one of the foremoft in the toil,
hazard and victory of it ; did that State attempt to deftroy
the charter that gave her a political exiftence? No. She
fought and bled to confirmit. What was then a charter, is
now a conftitution, for the prefervation of which fhe would
once more embark in the dangers of battle. This chartcr,
however, is indebted for its exiftence, not to a Kepublic, but

to « Monarchy. Even where our filter States have deemed



13

it neceffary to alter the forms of their charters, they prefefve
their fubftance, and recognize the fame pyinciples in a difs
ferent manner. It may further be remarked, that this flave-
ry, concerning which fo much has been faid as being the pre-
cious birth-right that we inherit, and about which the patri-
otic parrots of the day have prattled fo much, notwithftand-
ing our revolutionary ftruggles and victory, ftill exifts. The
writ of Habeas Corpus, and the trial by jury, are pre.
ferved. Yet if we may believe the Declaration of Indepen.
dence, it was one of the caufes that fundered cur connexion
with our mother country, that ¢« we were deprived in many
cafes of the benefits of trial by jury.”” Long, very long,
may we retain fuch honourable badges of fervitude. The
laws of England are to this day the ramparts of public and
of private property, incorporated with our own, and fan&ion.
ed by the folemnity of our judicial decifions. Are we pre-
pared to bid them an eternal adieu, and to declare that the
right by which the honelt farmer reaps the profits of his land,
and which algne guarantees its enjoyment, is founded in
downright ufurpation ? The principles gf liberty are not hid-
den beneath the webs woven by the fpiders of metaphyfics;
they are plain, and practicable. Mofes firft taught them to
the Ifraelites by divine infpiration. Under his guidance they
forfook, as our anceltors did, the dwellings of their fathers,
and fought their freedom in the wildernefs. Homer, the

earlieft of Heathen authorities, informs us, that

“ Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day

« Makes man a flave, takes half his worth away.”

Grorius, Montefquien, Vattell, Puffendorf, and all other

writers on general law, did not originate thofe principles ;
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they merely collated them from obfervation and ftudy. Our
anceftors were not fo profoundly ignorant, as to believe

themfelves the ﬁrﬂ? afferters of liberty.—They were not ftran-
| gers to the writings of a Ruffell, a Sydney, a Milton, and a
Locke. They did not believe that the fun that blazed at the
moment of their births, was fpecially kindled up by Omnipo-
tence to illuminate them only, or that he would expire with
them, and leave their polterity in darknefs. Fellow-Citizens!
I appeal to you—name one period, and all our antagonifts are

defied to do it, when a fingle fon of Maflachufetts was 3

flave.

FeLLow-ciTizENs, it is time to emancipate our minds from
the tyranny of fuch ideal alarm. Newipaper is now fet in
oppofition to newfpaper, infallible aracles that roufe and agi-
tate the public minds by gloomy prediions, that the rights
of the people are endangered by the encroachments of gov-
ernment. They have foretold the period with as much cer-
tainty as an altronomer would calculate an eclipfe, when our
tyrants are to impofe their fetters of iron, and to compel us to
dance to the mufic of our chains, ‘'Lhis very licentioufnefs
of expreflion is decided evidence that no fuch tyranny ex-
its. No arbitrary government would endure for a moment
within its domains, an engine fo calculated to defeat its own
purpofes. In France, the prefs is palfied, and inert, fave
when it is put to the torture, and compelled to utter pane-
gyrics. The fire.brand of American jealoufy requires no
wind to make it fparkle. The true point of apprehenfion is
this ; by awakening fuch anxiety for liberty, we may endanger

the exiltence of law. When the people are led to believe
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that every reftraint, however fal.t;tary, infringes their lib_;:;
government is left deflitute of all energy, incompetent to
affert the rights, or to redrefs ihe wrongs of the people. It
is a mere gaudy puppet fet up to folicit fcorn and infult.
Paradoxical as it may appear in theory, it is neverthelefs prac-
tically true, that the people may be free, and the government
a {lave. It may be compelled by an ill-timed, and fatal
courtefy to public opinion, to adopt a temporizing policy
when the times demand vigour ; and when any thing fhort
of decifive meafures, may blot the name of our countty from
the catalogue of independent nations. Hiftory abounds with
inftances where governments have been weak, and pufil-
lanimous, and the people hardy, and full of manly enter-
prize. If a time like this fhould arrive in our country, it
fhould take warning from the fate of other nations ; it thould
be the fignal to alarm us into unanimity. The tyrants of
the land, and the tyrants of the water, are now fcouring
their refpective elements, and America is deftined to be the
victim of both. My countrymen, let me fpeak in the plain-
nefs, and with the fincerity of a dying declaration——it is not
the hour of trifling now. The two monfters of Europe are
whetting their tufhes, and are ready to dye them in the beft
blood of America. On yourfelves alone, depends your fafety.
Rely not on European treachery ; the very power that pre-.~
ferves, will deftroy ; and further, it would preferve, only to
deftroy. Open every artery before you fuffer infult unre-
drefled. Life is what we muft at laft infallibly lofe, and
never can we lofe it at a more glorious time, or in a more
glorious caufe, than by following the footfteps of cur ancel-
tors, who gained their Heaven by refiltance. Did we but
cherifh the fame antipathy to foreign friendthip, @ we do in
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. domefic politics ; were ourcountry’s honour as tremuloufly
alive to the touch, as;ou;zg individual, no ration on earth
would provoke the contel. The American conftellation,
in its remote and peaceful corner of the political 'horizbn,
might fill be prefervezl entire and brilliant, while ftar, after
ftar, is hurried from its orbit, to add one more fparkle to the
portentous tail of Gallia’s Comet. Has my dear}:ountry yet
to learn that treachery conftitutes the effence of national
friendfhip ? Has Europe been deluged in bloed for our in-
ﬁru&xon, and do we refufeto learn the lefflon until we are
pm&ncally informed? Mult eur gars be only open to the
whifpers of flattery, and deaf to the thunders of experience ?
I will believe, that the Americans are not ftrangers to the
tombs of their fathers.—1I will believe that we inherit, not
merely their bones, and finews, but likewife their firm and,
invincible mnnds—-the fame proud fenfe of @xrcd honour-—-&
the fame abhorrence, and defiance of xnfnli —I will believe,
that this fpirit need only to be awakened to be formidable. But
" if this is all an illufion, painted on the retina of fancy, I
fhould with, as an independent American, to die before the

diflipation of the dream.



