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BEAUFORT, JeLr 4, 1803.

THE Mcmbers of the Beaufort Philomathcan Society

having asscmbled at the wusual place of mecting,

Resolred, una:imeunsiy, That a Commitiee be appointed
te wait on Colorel RoBErRT BARNWELL, to cxpress their
high sensc of the patrictic and cloquent oration delivered
by him this day before the Socicty, and to request that

he will favor them with a copy for publication.

T) THE PHILOMATHEAN SOCIETY.

GENTLENEN,

CONSCIOUS that no motive but that ex.
pressed in my cnclosed oraticn could have led me to at-
tempt one; fully scnsitle of its comparative defects, and
knowing that an idea of its publicauon did noc exist when
it was written, I yet with diffidence yield to yeur request ;
as the sume considerations which caused me to dcliver,

now forbid me to refuse the required copy for publication,

I have the honer to be,
with grateful acknowledgements,

your humble servant,

ROBERT BARNWELL.




An ORATION,

GRLIVERED BEFORE TRE PHILOMATHEAN SOCIETY AND

INHABITAXNTS OF BEAUFORT, JULY 4, 18Q3,

—————- PO

GENTLEMEXN,

HAVING relu&antly determined
to comply with the requeft which you have done
me the honor to make me, I fhall attempt fome-
thing like an oration, upon the events of this confe-
crated day. It is, ncverthelefs, wath truth I declare,
that I could only have been prevailed on thus far by
the hope that the youthful members of your fociety,
whofe profcfled object i1s pudlic fpeaking, may be
ftimulated to mental exertons by an example like
this. I have been therefore unwilling to be the firft,
and that upon {o important a fubjeét, to decline the
performance of a duty, becaufe it 1s an unpleafant
one. And whilft I frankly acknowicdge, that 1 have
very himitted hopes of miceting the expuediations of
fo enlightened @i audience as the prefer:, yer 1 ven-
ture to fiatter myfelf, thar thould the granacur of
my fubject thed a tranfient luftre upon this attempt
to conunemorate 1t, that thus my offering at th
thrine of independency will not be the Iefs gra-
croufly received becaute 1t is but fmmall.
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In reviewing the vaft variety of grand and im-
portant obje&s, which naturaily prefent themfeives
to the mind, refle@ting upon the fublime events
which gave birth to a day like this, I can eafily ima-
gine, that to an orator worthy of the ‘occafion, it
were a thing not difficult to excite the tear of fenfi-
bility, to ftir up the mantling pool of age itfelf;
and wher he glowing told how former wars were
won, and how our heioes fought and died, to ani-
mate the fiery youth to rapture, to make him grafp
the airy fword, to ftride the ideal ficld, and dare the
foe to battle....or, when he faw the fancied warrior
flain, to fay, with envious figh, how fweet, how
glorious ’tis to die to fave our country. But themes
like thefe become not me ; let me then calmly turn,

and ftrive to fulfil the unequal tafk affigned me.

Would, my fellow-citizens, that I could preient
to your view our noble forefathers, when expelled
their native homes, they fled the intolerant zcal of
church and ftate....when amidft the unkrown dangers
of unheard-of feas, they f{cught this diflant but
fecure afylum, where they might raife congenial
altars to their liberty, and offer up confcientious
adoration to their God. Gallant band! methinks I
fce them now ploughing the -boifterous ieas, and
whilit they caft a longing lingering tearful cye to-

wards their retiring homes, anticipating with anxious

dread the 1magined terrors of a favage land ; where
Fame had told, that filence reigned in death-like
pomp, where mother earth lay unpolluted by the
iron plough, and where primeval foreits ftood be-
orey'd with age.  See now they difembark, and {can
with fearful eye the gloemy fhore....and now they
ofitr up their joyous thanks, becaufe no hoftile voice
affails thewr cars.  But truft not; oh! truft not the
deceitful calm.  Hear’ft thou that rating found ?
it is the harbirger of death; there lurks the venge-
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ful fnake....ah! ftop; for if he flrikes thou dieft.
}ut whence, alas! that direful yell 2 Sure 'tis the
thniek of death, for ne'er did mortal {ounds like
thefe e'cr frike the ear...at pailies the heart, curiles
the creeping blood, and makes the hair to ftand an
end, like to the fretted porcupine. Beware; it is the
warrior chicf, more favage far than s his favaze land.
Before his bloody tomahawk kneels in vain the hoary
ﬁrc, in vain the blooming virgin fooths; fthricks are
his joy, his mufic are the groans of dying men, and
the agonizing voice of ﬂ:..ahtcred babes_are to his -
ears as halcvon ftrains; his pndc is in the fkulls of the
flain, and his boaft to be the exterminator of nations.

At his tremendous name the wives of cur fore-
fathers turned pale with fear, and their children clung
clofer to their mothers” bofoms. They fhrunk not
back, howevcer, unapalled by even fcenes hke thefe;
for the fa~red book of that God for whom they had
left their all; taught them paticnce and r~fignation,
and the unextinguifhable fire of hberty w.ich glow-
ed in their bofoms, caft a ray of glory upon iheir

adopted country.

Then was tranfplanted into our cengenial foil, a
fcion of that ftalk of - Liberty which hact ﬁounﬁlcd
for ages with unknown VIgOr 1n tae paicnt COUNIry ;
thcn was naturalifed that inumate knowledge of the
true and practical rights of man, whick, T iuvc:‘:lv
pray, may rever be alientfed our fhorcs ; ; ard with
the blood which was transfuled 1nro their veins, our
znceftors imbibed thar fturdy fpirit of Ernoivhmen,
ever quick to d‘»"cc"n, and bold to deiend thierr vic-
Jated nights, when and by whomicever amempred,
Then too becan to unfold the germ of the American
character.... lhw fpirit of incui.: v, which focn con-
verted a barren esz bowuxw whdcrnefs o a {ferule
and {fnuhing gar.ca; taat imm of enterprife, which
mace the uirie? ends of Luc eavth chelr wareheuies,
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and which changsd tae dreary regions of an alminft
frozen ocean into a- neighboring and iucrative fiih-
pond. Under the :miplccs of thcfc, where late but
thoufands of painted and naked favazes prowled and
ftarved amxd& a worid of woods, now foon 1s heard
the bufy hum of millions of men ; where late the
wigwam, built with lefs than b"avcr s fkill, fcarce
kcpt off the pelting of the pinlefs florm, now nfes
the foug and roomy cotiage ; and where the ragged
Indhan vnlh., fcarce caught the traveller's eye, “now
ftand diiplayed n ipacmus and gorgrous majefty
uanumbered towns.

Time permits not to deicribe thofe wars which
France, allured by ihiz unheard-of profperiiy of our
infant country, wage:! o win the gokien prize, as
hftory telis; how ailed by the parental arm of
B'i:a;n, we haffled firlt, and then expeiled that gal-
laar bur afidweus foe our country.

At this aufpicious event, the pulie of America
beat with hich aficction tor the Enghth nanoa.....
their ol were reverenced as our fathers, their voung
welcomed as cur brethers.....the Bniath con{titution
was fooked up 1o with idclatry, and was fendly con-
fidered as the rock upon W vhich the colonics of Ame-
rica might re 1r‘c"1uy {cr ages.  And loag pernaps
might this contilence hs.vc been n?hitd had nut
forﬂe demon, hoftile to the intercft of the umted
rezlms, fugmefted o an impolitic minitier to propeie
and over- rul(. au inconiiicrate parlimment to adopt
the determinaiion to tax America.....tod tax her not
only wiihout, but wwen againft her conient,

The fpirit of Amenca roie altonithed and 1n-
diorant at the anernpt. They aflerted, that {cli-
covernment was noc oply thetr acknowiedged and
miacrited right, bnt was even effenual to ‘the very
exittence oi Lberry icfilf. . they declared,  tha:
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through the medium of their own organifed govern.
inent, they were willing to wd the revenue of Great-
Britain ; but bolcly aficrted, that they would hazard
their all rather than be gmcrntd by laws in which
they had no common voice, or fubmit to pay taxes
impofed by men ignorant of their means to Pay,
kaving no commen interctt in their ob yedts,

With one voice they remonftraied, with one
voice they addrefled themfeives to the parent coun-
try. They appealed to that fpirit of hberty which
had alw.ws aCtuated 1ts gallant inhabitants, which
had made -hem confider even war itfelf as a refuge
from tyranny, and which, in times of yore when
greatly urged, had rcufed them in a moment of
enthufiafim, rot only to fhake the bafe and firip
the golden cornifh, but even to firike off the Cos
rinthtan capital 1delf of thar fublime and boafted
confhitution, rather than fubmit to laws in which they
had no voice, to taxes impefed without their confent.
They '1ppcalcd to parhament, and were anfwered by
additional grievances; they knceled at the foot of
the throne, and were called rebellious; they made
an awful appeal to the Briufh nauon, and they turned
an adcer’s car to thar veice. It was then that cur
forefathers, and not only they, but even fome of
thofe now preient, retired within themiclves, and
afked, fearfully afked each other....Men and brethren,
what 1s 0 be done? Ther wrongs prefied fore
upon them, and they complained; thear towns and
dweliings were wrefied from them, and they threai-
ened ; but when the biced-fiained greund of thir
country criead aloud fer vengeance, they made the
lait, the dire appeal to the Gog of Batucs, aid
fiew to arins.

In order to fhew what can 1efult frem the genu-
e {piric of hberty, what di¢ sefu’t from its poser-
ful wflurnce in the boicms of the fice-burn fens of

a5
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America, permit me to attempt a fketch of the
comparative ftrength of the parties now about to
engage in civil confli¢t.  On the part of Britain, {ee
a nation, the pride of the world! which appeared
to firtke its roots deeper and ftronger in proportion
to the violence with which it was fhaken; beneath
winfe unnumbered navy old ocean feemed to groan,
and at the voic: of whofe deftru®tive thunders the
nations of the earth crouched anc. trembled; whofe
conilitution had floed the teft of ages ; whofe trea-
firy was rich beyond example, and into which a
bovndlefs commerce poured exhauflllefs ftreams;
whofe army was gallant and veteran, equipped in all
the pride and pemip of war, and whofe leaders were
experienced and able, |

On the rart of America, fee a nation having
no cemmen center of government, no unanimity of
coviicil, confifing of colenies prejudiced zgainft
cich otler, diffimilar in property, difimilar n po-
licy, ailimilar even in maniers. A pecple new to
v.ar, withcut artillery, without arms, without difci-
Thne, having no pradtifed veteran to invigorate their
nulitary counciis, cr lead them on to battle ; not
only peficfied of no treafury, fo juildy called the
fircws of war, buteven devoid ef any praciiied means
of creating cne; and, indeed, to give a fummary
vicw of the wants of Amaica, fke might be f{aid
to be witheur artillery, witheut arms, without men,
without mercey, widwut evary thirg, fave that ani-
mwati-g {paic of liberty which infpived an vralterable
1cfeluien 1o carguer cr to die, and the wffiftance of
tee defence of natiers, the great Ged of Jufuce,
befere whem the cevrnfels of the wiie are but tcolith-
rels, e fiength of the nighty but ftubble.

In this unsgual warfave, in this heur of unpa-
rallcied danger ana dificulty, behold the patriots of
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feventy-iix, laying afide ftate policy, ftate prejudice,
and ftate pride, forming a band of brethren and
ftatefmen to counfel and advife. But, alas! at a
crifis fo awful s this, counfel alone could not fuffice ;
but where could be found that Cadmean chief, whofe
creative fkill could caufe the undifciplined citizen of

the eve to fpring up the armed foldier of the
morn ?

Behold that warrior! tall and majeftic is his
form, ferene his looks, and although his face is the
face of youth, yet prudence and wifdom regulate his
mind. It is the noble youth who, when in former
wars the veteran paufed and feared, boldly offered
to convey acrofs the ditant, the untrodden and
frozen Menonghahelah, difpatches to the Gallic
chief; and who, having eluded with matchlefs ad-
drefs the bloody tomahawk of the vigilant Indian,
and paffed as it were through the valley of the fha-
dow of death, faithfully executed. the important
commiffion entrufted to his charge, and then taking
the command of a frontier and expofed ftation, de-
fended it, long defended it,, with a handful of men,
unterrified by the difciphined valor of France, unap-
palled by the threatened fcalping-knife of the venge-
ful Indian, ravening for his prey.

It 1s the gallant Wathingten! Eternal glory
crown the 1llufirious chief. Methinks I fee Lim
now, as in thofe wars when the veteran army of
Brizain ftood difmayed, as it were, encircled with a
ridge of fire; when the air tembled with the
mingled uproar of men and arms, and the earth
fhook beneath Braddcck and. khis faliin warriors,
Methinks I fce him then, (if I may uie the facied
phrafe) interpofing like a pillar cf fire at night, to
fhelter them from the foe, and like a pillar of finclke
i the day, to lead them {(rom danger and frem death,
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Him the flatefmen of America hail their chief; him
they difpatch to take the command of the army
which then beleaguered Bofton; and it is him of
whom hyperbole might fay, he found a hoft of men
at the eve, e made them an army of foldicts by

the morn.
But time would fail, and 1 thould rather recite
a hiftory than deliver an oration, did 1 attempt
even a fketch of the various and impo:tant events of
our revoluticnary war; and indeed who has nat
heard of Bunker's Hill, where Britons firft were
taught to refpet and ‘dread the fteady valor of
Columbia’s fons ? Who has not read the fate of the
haughty Burgoyne ? who, in the midft of his fancied
triumphs, was forced to yicld, and with his veteran
army to.furrender to an undifciplined bard of our
countrymen. What Caroliman but muft have en-
graven upon the tablets of his memory, the name
of Sullivan’s Ifland ? from an attack cn which an
infulting and confident navy were repulfed, and
forced to fly with decks ftreaming with gore, and
crippled almoft to ceftructicn. And furely every
heart muft throb with unufual grantude at thy name,
O, Greene! the military faviour of Ca arolina; who,
rlﬁnOIke Antzus, more vigorous from cvery fall,
by a mafterly difplay of mlht'uy talents, drove a fu-
perior force within the gates of Charltﬁon, and
gave again to our citizens the long-lcft bicfing of
fitting 1n peace under their own vines and their owa
fig-urees.  But thefe can be conficered cnly as the
glorious harbinger cf that aufpicious day, when our
Wafkington, at the head of the allied arms of
France and America, by the capture of the gallant
but unfortunate Cornwallis, fixed the key to the arch
of American independency.

But although 1 can but Flohtly mention thefe
few of the numbulcla difplays of ti:e unyielding
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fortitude and intrepidity of America, yet furcly the’
orator of the fourth of July miy b= permitted to
pay the pafling tribute of remembrance to the fallen
heroes of our country. To thee, O, Warren! who,
fkilled in fcientific lore, at the Ihrill clarion’s found
ruthed to battle, and by falling at the polt of honor,
in the defperate defenze of “Bunker's Hill, fealed
your patriotifm with your blood. Thee too, brave
Montgomery ; who, 1n the gallant attempt to ftorm
the impregnable wails of Qucbec, fell on Abraham’s
Plains, that grave of heroes, there to join the conge-
nial fplnts of Montcalm and of Wolfe. Nor Mei zer
muft I pals thee by; who, when thy foldiers recoiled
as you led them on to the charge, was flain preferr-
ing death to fhght.... Thy tomb now rears its head
near Princeton’s claffic ground, and the youth of
our country, whilt they tread the paths of fcience,
are taught to reverence the {pot where refts the
fallen hero. Nor can grattude forget thy name,
D’Kaalb ; who, {corning the land of tyranny, glo-
rioufly fcll for the adopted liberty of our country,
and, dying hke a foldier, fpent your laft breath in
returning thangs to the vanquithed but gallant band
you lea io battle.  Nor thall oblivion hide thy
name, O, Screven ! mhf) firt fell a willing facra-
fice to tne fiery god of war on thefe our Touthern
plains. Nor, vetcran Roberts, thine; who, like a
Spartan of oid, whilft thy life pourc-d forth 1 a
fiream of blood, calmly delivered thy {word to thy
fon with thefe magnanimous words.....“ Let it not
‘be drawn but in the caule of hiberty and honor ; let
1t no: be loit but with Iife.”  And what generous
{pirit can refule the mbute of a tear to thee, brave
Laurens, chivaine name ; who, prodigal of life and
11 the midit of youth, iell in hfr‘v of the promifed
fand of liberty.

Ye facred fitirs of thofe unnamed heroes who
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have fallen in the caufe of Liberty and Amernica, O!
that, bending from thy celefhial ranfions, you would
touch my lips with fire ! then would I celzbrate thy
praifes in appropriate themes ; then would [ dcliver a
monumental fpeech as deathlefs as thy faine.

Having given you this faint aad inadequate
fketch of the great military aCtions which achieved
this immortal day, upon which the nations of the
carth, aftonithed at the bollnefs of our fuccefs, with
joy acknowledged us an independent people, per-
mit me now to turn your attentions to thofe polincal
arrangements, no lefs new and aftonithing, which
were wilely framed and adopted, to unite the wiil
and concentraie the vigor of our hitherzo difcon-
ne&ed ration. On tiis day was promvulgated that
glorious difplay of the genius and fpine of Amer-
cans, thar great charwer of our hibernies, The Decla-
ratica of Independency....a charter framed with all
the torefight of policy, adopted with ail the decifion
of wifilom, and drafted with an encroy and perfpi-
cuity ot language worthy of the occafion,

. . To give this charter energy and effe&, then alfo
were alopted the no lefs new and celebrated aracles
of confederation; by which the diiferent itates con-
fented to yield fuch of their refpetive powersas they
thought necefiary to cfiect the great objeéts of their
combination, whilft they carefully withheld thole others
which thev deemed themiclves either more compe-
tent to exercife, or which they confidered efiential
to ftae fovereignty. In the erchufiaim of liberty,
our {tateimen confidering the Amencans beyond the
control of the common paffions of human nature,
and equally difliking and behieving the language of
coercion unnzcefiary, made of this a kind of patri-
archial government, in which they fondly flattered
them{elves, toar afenle of dury would preciude the
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ieceffity of command, and recommendation have
the effet of law. Burt alas! betore the portentous
ftorms of danger thefe illufory hopes fled off, as
evancicent clouds before the whirlwind's rage, and
no fooner wis this uropian ichcme put to the fiery
ordeal of war, thanit proved defetive in all iis parts;
and although, animated by that fiame of liberty which
blazed in its bofom, it ftruggled 1o the laft, ver,
hke the dying gladiator of 6ld, 1t expired as it were
in the mudit of victory. For no fooner hal peace
withdrawn the terrific furm of that danger which
had proved the chief cement of the union, than the
emafculated and disjointed naturs of this cuvernment
ftocd prominent to view, and each amempt to invi-
gorate 1t ferved only to convince every inveftigating
mind the more, that the fabric itielf was rotten at its
bafe, and that every atempt to build upon it
would prove laborious folly.

Our country then prefented a deplorable pi@ure
of debiiity....Every where agriculture drooped at
the plough; every where commcrce flapped her
fcanty fails ; and the broken faith of Amcrica be-
came a bye-word anong nations. In this paralifed
ftate, what could a government without authority,
without vigor, do? It faw a rebeliion in a principal
ftate, without being able to aid n s funpreffion....
it faw fifter ftates committing fifcal depredasions
upon each other, without powzr to reftrain them....
and, with unavailing regret, it behield the commerce
of- the. union either cramped in its excriions, or
‘monopoiited. by ftrangers.

Ar this awful cruis, thar fame God of Wifdom
who had heretofore over-ruled the courcils of
America, agan interpofed; and under his sutpicious
influence her patriots and ftatetinen, in ‘order to avert
if poffitle the haftening diilolution of ihc union,

¢
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propofe to the peopls of America to concentrate the
talenss of the mation in one grand reprefentative
covncil. This advice is complied with, and our
nation, which poffeffes in a pre-eminent dcorcc the
internal pnncxplc of governmezntal improvement,
convenes her wile men together.

Let us paufe at this great cvent....an event new
and unequailed in the annals of the world....for where
does hiftory record a fat like this? In what page
does the prefent to our view the fingle inftance of 2
great and frec people, after trying to its laft mo-
ments an expiring conftitution, inftead of refortung
to anarchy or fubmxttmo' to tyranny, calmly looking
for, and when dxlcovcrmo her wants, dchberate}y
taking counfei how to provxde for them ? Or where
can we find an inftance of a people fo widely dif-
-perfed, and urder various governments, uniting with
onre common voice to accomplith one coinmon
end....the. happjnefs of a nation? What bright
page does fhe illumine with a {cene like that dif-
played in the great convention of America? Or
where can we find a form of covernment to com-
pare wich the one framed by “that auguit body?
whofe very effence is liberty, whole arrangements
are but the means of diffufing without diffipating its
virtues, and whofe avowed ob e€ts are to form a
more perfet union, to c[hbhih juttice, enfure do-
meftic tranquxht), provice tor the common defence,
promo'e the gener: al weltare, and fecure the blefiings
of peacc to ourfelves and pofterity. No, my fellow-
citizens, you will look in vain....in vain may ‘you
fearch for {o grand a fpectacle as this. The patriotic
virtue of Rome cannet fhew it; it is not to be dif-
covered in the upulﬁvc mﬁenty of Sparta; neither
is it to be found in the {pecious but wlld democracy
of Athens. Liberty therein is placed upon a broader
pedeltal than even in England itfelf, hitherto the
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moft wifely free of ail nations....our juftice was as
amply provided for as her's; and when the apex of
its pyramid was a Wathington, even its authority td®
control at home, and its power to command refpe&t
avroad, was nearly equal to the national wifh.

Under the influence of this benign fyftem, cur
country, as in the days of her infancy, exhibited a
change new and miraculous. Wathington, the father
of his country, is called by the unanimous voice of
the ele®ors, fpringing from the common wifh of
the na‘ion, to ufher in our new-born government to
the world. His name gives additicnal luftre to its
mtrinfic wifdem, and his chara&er acquires it an
inftant confidence in the eftimatica of mankind.
The charaCter and condu® of the fisft congrefs
which met under this new charter, ierved alfo to
give additional importance to its principles. In that
we find the tried ihtegrity and diplomatic fkill of
an Adams, officiating as vice-prefident arid by his
prefence giving higher refpeftability to the affem-
bled fenate....conneéted with it we find a Jefferfon,
dignifying by his general reputation the office of
fecretary of ftate ; and Hamilton, the favorite of
both Minervas, in his office of fecretary of the trea-
fury, raifing by his fifcal fkill, as it were from the
dead, the expiring credit of America. By the wife
arrangements of this congrefs, that debt which,
although the price of our wdependency, had never
been paid, was funded and put into alivity. This
new-born capital infufes unkncwn vigor into the
exertions of our country. Agriculture laughs at the
plough, and rejoices in her abundarce ; the handi-
craft trades exult in their hitherto unknown profje-
ricy, and commerce whitens with unnumbered fails
cven hitherto undifcovered fcas.  But, alas! ere the
powers of this conftitutien are well underffoed, or
its external qualities tried, a florm arifes from an
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unexpeted quarter....rot {low and gradual a5 ufual,
but dark, tremendous and irrefifable....it burft upon
the aftonithed rations of Europe, and threatened:
deftrufiion to the civilifed world.

The French, a nation hitherto attached to theie
kings almoft ro idolatry, at once are feized with the
fienzy of licentioufnefs. They who with millions of
feet had for ages crouched beneath the fangs of defpot-
ifm, now with millions of hands feize upon and cruth
every thing before them. A people who had been
accuftomed only to move at the command of others, .
now make the earth tremble at their voice; and a
revolution, burfting from the crater of popular fury,
confumcs in its ficry iava with undiftinguithing con-
flagration the former order of things. Though a
king, yet one of the beft of their kings, falls a
facrafice to a deluded people, and a nobility once
the pride of the nation, are purfued with the keen- -
nefs of blocd-hounds, maffacred with the trnumgh
of favages, the leaders who had excited this mighty
ebullition had madiy fuppofed, that they could caufe
it to fubfide at pleafure. Bur the evil fpirits of the
nation now bore fway, and leader after leader, as
hideous faCtion fwayed, glutted wiih their blood the
infatiate guillotine. Virtue was denounced as trez-
for, that it might be trampled under foot....wealth
as royalty, that the affafin might be juffified in
plunder....and the fair form and "vifage of fociety is
totally marred and difmanded. The common tes
of human nature are diffolved....parents denounce
their children, and, hornid to tell, children produce
the diffevered heads of their parents as the applauded
evidence of their civiim. The guillotine 1s bluated
in its toilfome employmient, the bayonet and {ubre
are tco low in their office, and even drowning itfelf
is not fufficiently ample in its vengeance. And in
the rage for flavgheer, that dreadiul artiiikry which
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had been dcftined cither to level hoflile walls with.
the earth, or lay wafte the front of battle, is now
made to turn its deftrultive rage, and pour its wn-
hallowed firc upon the fhrieking infant, the palled
v:rom, the aged matron, and the defencelefs ﬁrc.

When hiftory fhall recite thefe atrocious fcenes,
Defpotifm fhall rear his iron front and clank his
fetters with triumphant joy ; and Liberty, -indignant
at her proftituted name, fhall dath the bloody vo-
lume of this revolution from her contaminated

~ hiftory.

Amidft the tremendous fhock of this revolu- -
tion, which cverturned fome, changed feveral, and.
brought into imminent hazard of deftrution moft-
of the nations of Europe, let us take a tranfient
view of what was the condu of our new and un-.
tried government, The tail of this dark tempeft
foon rcachcd our thores, and had the effe@ of clec- .
tricity upon our countrymen. They rejoiced that
the fun of liberty was now iifing, to cnlighren a
generous and beloved people,  They triumphed in
their victones, fympathifed in the defeats of Francc,
and fccwhng vicwed the powers of Furore unmng
to overwhelm ker. Bur, alas! they too {con had o'
lament that this light, which they fondly -hoped
would glow with the iplcndor of liberty, was nothing*
but the dazzling of a baleful mereor,- which hava
gleamed with difaftrous glare, and fled deftruction
on thst nation, had cifappeared and left 'a gloom
much darker than before. And Amesica fratched:
her poliuted cves with horror away, when fhe beheld
Anarchy, drunk with the blced of mitlions, hight up
the funeral pile of liberty with the violated rights of
human nature. '

Early, however, our thores trembicd wich the
cont‘mlm warfare ot the anbattirg rotuis o1 Lu-
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rope; and that fpirit of America which had ftood
a tip-toe to engage on the part of France, was urged
to the very ‘prccxplcc of war, by the unjufhﬁablc
aggreflion of Britain upon our commerce ; by the
remembrance of the former wrongs which fhe had
done us, whick ftill rankled in the hearts of many
of our citizens ; by the loud and juft clamor of thofe
who had -fuffered by her fpoliations, and unfortu-
- nately too by the infidious pelicy of fome, who
withed to feize and dire@ the generous feelings of
our nation to obje@s of their own perfonal aggran-
difement. Our Wathington foon however, perceived
that neutrality was the pofition which nature had
deﬁgntd America; and his penetration having fore-
feen its invaluable advantageb to her, he fi rrnly and
fairly adhered to its principles, unmoved either by
the threatened refentments of the belligerent nations
of Europe, or by the mifguided zcal of our own
citizens.

Never perhaps had there been a greater difplay
of the uncommon talents of this great man than at
this critical _]un&ure. His fkil! and prowefs in the
field, it is true, were well known; but the fearful
cunoﬁty of America was turned towards his conduct
in this new and untried f{cene. Nor did his ufual
charater for cool deliberation and unfhaken firm-
nefs defert him. As if he had been born a politi-
cian, he watched the tremendous vibrations of affairs
in Europe, and fixed them at thofe favcrable mo-
ments when he cculd beft lead them to the ends he
aimed at. He developed, and in due feafon con-
troled, the infidious machinations of an intrigting
foreign minifter, contrived to embroil us in the war.
He obtained redrefs from fome, explained and
accommodated differences with others of the warring
nations, when all their angry paflions were in arms,
and called into action all the varying pohcy which
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either firmnefs or fiexibility required. He employed
himfelf afliduoully, by well-tined explanations of
his views, to afluage the bitternefs of party, and to
bring the divided fentiments of our nation to a true
difcernment of thcir interefts. This moft arduous
of tafks he in a great meafure accomplithed ; and in
order to retain ‘¢ white-rob’d Peace a guet amongft
us,”" he had the parriotifm to rifk the lofs of the
invaluable love of his countrymen.

Unfortunately, however, then was organifed;
that diffcrence of political fentiment which, in the
violence and rapidity of its progrefs, has not only
divided ftates, but has even fowed the fceds of
difcord and diffencion amorgft every clafs of our
citizens, and which, 1f mutual forbearance does not
crufh in the bud, threatens deftru&ion to our
government. Under its baleful influence, the pure
and unfullied charatet of our Wafthington was con-
taminated by the pen of hirelings. He who had
been their greateft enemy in the worft of times, was
now reprefented as the partifan of Britain....he who,
unfolicited, had been the means of conferring the
firlt office in the gift of our government upon the
avowed,* and perhaps the ableft enemy the confti-
tution he prefided over ever had, was ftigmatifed as
“the head of a party; and the father of his country
was blafphemoufly held up to the nation as a traitor
and a murderer. Yes, my fellow-citizens, he whofe
richt arm has been a great mean of enabling us to
celebrate this day, was called a traitor ; and him
who, like the noble Grecian of old, could boait
with truth that no fellow-citizen had ever mourned
through his means, was branded with the name of
murderer. Let us hope, however, that thefe bafe

cualiiiives

* Mr. Jefferson—See Debates in the Virginia Convention.
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and malignant falfehoods did not fpring from the

ifonous fountain of American hearts ; but rather
et us fuppofe they were fuggefted by the vindictive
malice of hungry aad difappointed refugees from
Europe, who delighted to fatiate their noifome and
rancorous appetites upon the charalter of the
greateft man in our nation.

But, alas! neither the anathemas of party nor
the hofannas of praife now reach his ears. Nervelefs
is that arm which was once the chief defence of our
country....filent is that tongue from which wifdom
delighted to fpeak....and that mighty heart, which
fwelled with every virtue, is now comprefied into a
clod of the valley. What though as I lately pafled
Mownt Vernon, fad and filent I found its folitary
halls....what though the thiftle rears its head, and
the long grafs waving mourns o’er the narrow tomb
of the father of his country, yet the illuftrious name
of Wathington fhall live for ecver....for ever will it
be embalmed in the memory of the future patriots
of the world. Not becauic, ke Cefar or Alex-
ander, he was the deftroyci of nattons ; not becaufe,
under the fpecious preience of promoting the liberty
of his country, he waded, hike a Buonaparte, through
flaughter to a throne; but becaufe, in the midft of
war, he forgot not that he was a citizen; and be-
caufe, when a victorious army clamored for rights
withheld, and a bold and diring {pirit urged him
to demand redrefs, and force their claims even at
the bayonet’s point, he firmly refifted the temptation,
mildly affuaged their angry paffions, obtained them
fuch redres as their ditabied country could afferd,
and having quietly difbanded this difcontented army,
refigned his high commiflion with the fame dig-
nified humility with which he had received it,
and retired a privaie citizen into the bofom of
his country.
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Sacred fhade! however calamitous to our
country, to thee perhaps your removal was ti:nely ;
for already has the peftiferous breath of calumdy cait
a thade upon the bright chara&ers of your friends
and advifers; and already has a new order of things
trampled under foot the favorite obje&s of your
adminiftration. Thy fpirit now refts with thy
God, thy chara&er with pofterity....who, when hif-
tory fhall inform them of thy mild philofophy in
peace, thy unyielding firmaefs in war; fhall relate
thy military achievements in the field, thy ntarere
wifdom in council ; fhall perufe the fplcndxd events
of your admxmﬁratlon fhall read of thy tried . inte-
grity, thy difinterefted patriotiim, and find that
your time and talents were confecrated to your
country, and your heart to your God; when they
fhall perufe the fplendid pages of thy iluftrious
reputatien, they will furely fay, in the language of
the immortal Shakf{peare..... This .was a man. who,

take him for all in all, we fhall never fee his hike
again.”’

Could I do _]u{hce to the fubjet, my fellow-
citizens, I would now rather command your attention
than aflk your patience, whilft I turn your mental
view to the portentous afpelt of affairs in Europe.
There the Gallic Czfar ftands confpicuous, and
forms as it were a fulcrum, upon which the political
balance of that” proud quarter of the globe fcems to
turn. ‘This extraordinary man, after having merited
the gratitude of France,. by re{cuing them from the
grafp of almott all the powers of Europc, combine:d
in arms againft them, by a ftupendous difplay of
intrepidity and military ﬂ(lll after having captlvatcd
the affections of her mhabntants, by a pretended
~ ‘zeal for the expiring liberty of their country ; after
having obtained, by a feries of political intrigue nct
unworthy of a Caiar or a Cromwell, the firtt place

D
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in the nation, now fits on the throne of the 3our-
bans; and towering at the head of the gigantc

wer of France, Buonapartc feems o awa, in
fullen majefty, hus aﬂ;omtcd tme to ftreech forth
his unmatched azm and cruth the trembling nations.
Alreaiv the nch and populous Netherlands are
mcorpomted with his goveramenat, and Baavia
awaits but the breath of his noftnis to expire....
Alrealy the haughty anl indignant Caftilian crouches
a: his teet, aad the pohucal 1htc of Iraly changes,
hke the cameleon, its hue at his ioo‘(....AlrcaJy the
hberty of the gallant Swifs, grown vencrable with
years, and confecrated by the almirition and refpe&
of ages, has withered at his touch, and Auftna and
Pruflia have their hanls in the lica’s mouth. Rufia
ftands aloof, either dazzled by his iplendor or
blinded by his policy ; and of all the nauons of
Europe, Brizain alone has the gailanry to dare,
whilft fhe dreads his fornudable’ power.

Already alfo has his infanate appetite for power
turned his fearful and eager eye upon our diftant and
hicherto peaceful country; and even now he prepares
to poficis himfelf of the great and adjommo country
of Loulfiana, and has ere this, periaps, chipatched
an ariay of the veteran conquerors of Europe, to
take a ftauon, the moft formidable to thefe ftates
that either policy couid have contnved, or ambinon
defired.  Occupying the mouths ot the great Mifh-
fippi, whofe paternal and coundefs {treams wath
nearly three-fourths of our country, he holds in his
hands the mafter-keys of the two great principles
of human atticn....thofe of hope and of fear.
\¥ith e one he may expect to feduce our wettern
brethren trom the unien, by advantageous cfers m fa-
ciiitaang the exports of the 2 sbundanz produce of their
fertile foil ; or, iuhn\r i thts, ke may attempt with
tive other o teniy them into his view s, by threaten-
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ing in 2 moment, and by a iinzle battery, to cut off
the oniy fources of their wealth, more completely
than could be done on thefe Atlantic fhores by the
proudeft navy in Eurape. The ume is fcarcely paft
when Spain, by violaung our acknowledged nghts,
gave a temporary fpecimen of the facility with
which this can be accomplifhed, and of the ex--
treme excitabiity of the Amcrican temper upon
tus fubjed.

But can we, who know that this immenfe and
fair porton of North-Amenca now x!angs to
France....can we who know the imbecility ot Spa,
and that if juftly rouied, we could in a2 monicnt dath
this colony of her’s to noching....can we believe that
this violanon was from her? No, my fellow-ciu-
zens ; I think I can perceive thercin the genius of
Bucnaparte....it was his maft<r-hand that apphed the
mighty lock and fprang the bolt, to uy how 1its
lound would vibrate on the American ear. Let us
return our thanks to that Supreine Being, to whom
I truft tie dear-bought hberty of Amenca will be
ever precious, that it grated harfi: thunder to the
uttermoft ends of the union, and the genus of our
country fiarted up alarmed, and feized her half-
drawn fword. It is but late that frem the infeétious
mai (hes of New-Orleans, Danger reared his gergon
front, ard however ncgociaton may fhroud his
harihe: foatures, fili his term of giant meuld fhall
ever awe the genius, and flarde the peace of the
union, uti her tag fhall wave in peaceful mumph
o'er thus weftern world.

It has hrtherto been the peculiar felicity of our
nation, to have beteer hepes of being oxem € frem
wars, both forvign and domeflic, than any jeople
on the earth, at komie ; becaule, {pringing from une
pereac maton, we Al peficds tie fame nuanners, the
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fame cuftoms, the fame laws, the fame religion.
Learning, in an uncommon degree, is diffufed
amongft cur citizens, and by no nation on earth are
fo well underftood and practifed the means of ex-
tending its benign influence ; and by pofitfling the
invaluable advantage of {peaking the fame language,
from the Lake of the Woods to St. Mary’s, from
the Miffifippi to the Adantic, the danger of difunion
has become a living principle in the bofom of every
Amernican. Add to a'i this that the prefs, however
proftituted amongft us at prefent, watches over the
Feace of our country, and is ever ready to denounce,
with more rapidity than the telegraphe, any facrile-
-gious attempt to violate it ; our naticn, rifing from
the earth, ferms ore majeflic and common ftock,
and is only divided into {eparate branches in order to
flourith the more. Thus united, thus guarded, we
have but Ktle to fear frem war at heme.  Abroad, 1t
is true, we touch cn alien reighbors. On the north
we fkirt the deminions of Britain, a raticn which,
however formicdable fhe may be, can never find it
Ler intereft to war with us, more efpecially as it
mufl be cvident te all, that the firft moment of its
declaration muft terminate the exifience of her con-
tinental peffeflicns in America. On the eaft, the
Atlantic rolls three thoufand miles of waves between
us and Euroye’s fheres; and on every other part we
bound vpen the widely extending pofitflions of Spain,
which, untredden ard uvninhabited whilft in her
rcfleflion, {eems rather to prefent an impenetrable

tarrier to our frentier, than a mean of difquieting
our peace, -

But alas! how fcon is this flattering fcene to
change....for even now, where late the genius ot
Spain flumbered in inadtive eafe, foon will ftand
the beld, the artful, the enterprifing Frerch; and
amicft thofe wocds, cur fermer bulwarks, Ambitioy
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thall nurfe her horrid brood, and wait the favoring
time to cry ¢ havoc! and let flip the dogs of war."
And fhould that awful day arrive, as come it furely
muft, fhall Amenca then, like opprefled Batavia,
kifs the rod that chaiftifes her? Or fhall fhe, like
the poor deluded Swifs, await the laft fixture of the
galling chain of flavery, before fhe hears its direful
clank ? No, never, my fellow-citizens ; the ghofts of
our aged forefathers fhall arife, and, fhaking their
hoary locks, forbid the parricidal act; the fpirits
of cur fallen heroes fhall point to their bleeding
wounds, and cry aloud, ¢ forbear;’’ and the unbern
millions of America fhall demand, that we fhall
hand them undiminifhed down the patrimonial free-
dom of their anceftors. Never fhall this fate befall
America. Should that ele¢tric fpirit flill exaft, fill
animate our bofoms, which in our revoluticnary
war b.oke forth and burft in thunder on aur invaders;
fhould we poflfefs the fame unprejudiced fpirit to
difcern our intereft, the fame boldnefs to vindicate
our nghts; fhould we be equally -ready, equaliy
willing as then, with hearts united and with hands
combined, to rally round our threatened conftitution,
and maintain inviolate the freedom and honor of our
nation ; and above ali, fthould we bravely dare, like
the heroes of feventy-fix, to draw our fwords, and,
throwing their {cabbards away, refclve to conquer
or to die. With this {pirt, again would wé evince
to France, again to the world, that five millions of
freemen, accuftomed to arms, can never be fubju-
gated by ary enemy, however powerful, refiding at
the diftance of three thoufand miles.

But inftead of this, thould the conftituted au-
thorities of our country not fruff the danger at a
diftance, and proudly prepare to meet the rifing
ftorm....if inftead of their liberty and profjcrity
our nation fhall be tauzht to confider a comparative
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excmption from taxes as the true criterion of their
national happinefs....if fafety is to be weighed in the
coner's » and the valve of hberty to be cal-
culated by the rules of arithmetic....if the voice of
flattery fhall delude to the laft....f party ikall con-
tinue to denounce as unpardonable herefy a differ-
ence of political opimon, and fhall perfilt
profcribe more than half the wlents of the na-
tion....then fhall I fear that the fun of our freedom
verges to his horizon, then perhaps we fhail be
compelled to prafs to that fatal bourne, from which no
free government has ever yet returned.  But penth
the thought, never fhall this fare awair our country ;
for at the mighty voice of Danger, Flattery fhall
ceafe her fyren forg, America fhall unfurl her ban-
ner'd cagle, fhall break the Lilliprtan utes of
wntereft, and aiffembling round the facred altar of
hberty, facrafice thereon her party fpint, aud (wear-
ing unanimity, fhall denounce a nation’s curfe upon
that facnlegious breath that frall fan s dying
fame.

Let our’s be then the pleafing tafk, my fellow<
citizens, antcipatung this hallowed day zach in his
n:vow fphere, to aflvage this argry paffien, and to
ailay the venom of that party poifon which rankles
in the bofem of our counuy. Let us all unite in
one great objelt, 1w extend the influence of religion
and of virtue; let cur fentiment be to love our
country, our party be that of lberty, and our
praver that it may be immortal.

And you, the fair daughters of America, let it
not be fuppofed that your intereft is but fmall in the
events of this facred day. No, your’s are of the
higheft order of concerns therein; for as it has been
the opinicn of all political writers, that republi-
canifm cannot long exit devoid of virtue, io i
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s a A2, which the hiftory of ages records to
the dittinguithed honor of your frx, that 1 propor-
tion as virrse has been the chura‘tenttic of a naton,
fo has been your influcnce and alcendancy over the
Nearss 2nd minds of m2n. ' Whea nanwons, loft in the
extcremss of reiinement, fubftituie manners for
virtue, and gillantry for love, there man
karns to confiler the invaluable heart of woman,
that firlt of hwnan bicffings, as not worthy of pof-
fefiag: or it he finves to obuin the glonous
prize, 'ts bwt 6 coavert its mifgwded tcelings
to her run.

In barbarous ftates, where courage alone s
valued, where no law 13 acknowledued but thar of
frce, and no appeal allowed bui tha: of perfonal
ftrength; there woman becomes the degraded flave,
and oit, too oft, the trembling vidtim ot the bruzal
favage. If then to be free is to be vartwous, anc. .f
virtue is the rumphant flate of woman, you furely
then, my far countrywomen, are highly inrerefted
it the eveass ot this day; and 1t behoves you much,
whofe province chizfly 'us ¢ to rwach the yourg
ideas how to fhoot,™ to make 1t your peculisr object
to implant in the youthiul bofoms of your fons the
principles of hberty; fo that growing with their
growth, and npcning with ther years, they may
ever itand ready o eftablith your nghts by affertng,
even to death, the pnnciples ot this day.

And t you, grntlemen of the Philomathean
Society, at whofe regueft I have tmed this novel
fcene, apology woukl be in vaa; as you already
Know, that fenfible of my iafufficiency, I fan
woukl have dechined this andwous tafk. It is my
meft ardent prayer, that from the bofom of your
fociety may ariic a lorg ferics ot future orators,
W0, on many returning anaiverlaries of this glori-
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ous day, by their cloquent celebrations. of its iltuf-
rious deeds, may nvet its principles upon thc hearts
of the rifing generations OF our country; and who,
by the fplendor of their performances, may leave
me no other ment than that of havirg fet them
an cxample,

NV\
FINIS,




