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ORATION.

There are many in this assembly who will not hes- -
itate to believe, thet it.is no affectation when I say
that I am overwhelmed and bome down, by the emo-
tions which this occasion inspires. - Twenty years ago, o
this hour, my old fmends and fellow-citizens, at your
instance, I stood as I now stand before you, to do my
humble part — to mmgle my then untrained and i mex-
- perienced voice with yours, in social and patriotic coi-

‘mermoration of the blrth-»da,y of our National Inde-
pendence. It wasthe dewy morning of my manhood ;

‘¢ time had not thinned my flowing hair,”— life, with
~ its boundless’ h0pes and its  golden visions, spread far
and fair before me; and cheered by your words of
encourmement and aided by your helpm g hands,—
- your associate and co-worker, and in your service,— a
- straxger, but welcomed with frank confidence and
trust,— I had just entered upon its arduous and ‘up-
ward pathway After the lapse of the fifth part of a
century,— of two-thirds of the period of an entire
- generation,— —and with' the- ‘exception’ of short and
~ flying visits, after an absence of several years, I ﬁnd.
' 'myself once more in my old home, surrounded by its
~ various assocmtmns, and- gladdened by the smiles of’
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its old fumiliar faces. I stand again in the presence
of those with whom the busiest period of my life has
‘been passed, who shared with me 1is early struggles,
~and from whose hands its first honors and rewards
-~ were received, I should be more or less than human,
if 1 could remein unmoved in the scene, and amidst
the circumstances that are .about me; and you will
pardon me, I know, for attempting in this imperfect
manner, fo give expression to the feelings that are
awakened 1. my bosom. But other thoughfs crowd
themselves upon me, and struggle for utterance. The
multitudinous stir of the present ceases,— its din and
its tumnlt.are hushed,— and I hear only the solemn
sounds which come up to us from the depths of the
recedmg and vanishing past, I listen, and itis the
-~ voice of the dead, and not of the living, that I hear;
it is. a vision, not of time, but of the dim eternity,
~ that I see. It is impossible to stand, as we do here,
and look back over the twenty years which separate.
. us from the period of our former meeting, withcut
being impressed and awed by the number of high and
‘ 1mportant places which death has left vacant ‘amongst
How many of those who started with us on the
a,ctwe journey. of hfe, or who joined us at some of its
subsequent stages,— whom we were wont to meet on
‘occasions like the ' present,— who laid the broad
~ foundations of our infant city, and who guided it on~
ward in its rapid and ‘vigorous career,— who watched
over its welfare with the solicitude of paternal love,—
how many of them, in the very strength: of the:u:
years, have gone from their labors to their rewards!
Not often, in so narrow a field, and in such brief
space of time, has death gamered so rich a barvest.
Moony, and COL:BU.M, and AppPLETON, and LEWIS,

FFFFFF
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and Grinper, and Knox, and Boorr, and WaLKBR,
and LaAwrence, and Mansur, and Goopwin, and
Locke, and Davis, and Mrans, and Purrrs, and
Apams, with the fresh turf of yesterday above him.
It is fitting that before entering upon the gayer and
more joyous celebration of the day, we should thus
pause for a moment to give another tear to their
memories, and to hang a new garland on the urn that
holds their ashes. Aa we turn from their graves to
the duties and the pleasvres before us, let us resolve
while we cherish the remembrance of their mtues,
to imitate and to make them our own.
- The commemoration in which we are enga.ged has
nothmg of a sectarian or partisan character.- And I
am glad that it is so. We meet together, here, as
 American citizens; to' cele'brate with * one “accord,
moved by one common mPulse, L one ‘commion
spirit, the a,nmversary of our independence. - We lay
‘aside, not in'mere formality, and in seeming. only, but

in real fact and earnest, our differences of opimion

upon the thousand -questions, social, relig'ous, énd
political, which keep in constant but wholesome agl-
tation, the pubhc mind, in order that we may mmgle, -

‘together our mitual congratulations, that we are the
free .citizens . of this. frec. republic; -and {6 render
thanks to the “great Giver of all Good, for the bles-
sings and the. benefits which this: mtlzenshlp confers
upon . as. - Leavin, g, for the day, each his narrow ora-
~ tory of pnmte devotion, w ¢ gather round the common
altar of our coun try, to renew our vows, and to kin-
dle ‘afresh its fires; forgetting for the hour the shib-
boleth of our sects and paities; we join with one voice
in the choral and swelling hymn- that now rises from

~all the broad" surface of the iand in thh we Tive.
1 ‘




t

We 3 nay witness, somewhere within our bowdess,
every yeor, and almost evexry day, scenes that axe
macde sublime by their moral significance and beauty,
and there are few amongst them more striking than
this. ¥t is an extraordinary fact in the history of
empired,— this universal attachment of twenty mil-
lions of peop].e to their political institutions,— the
entire and unquestioning loyalty with which they
cling to the forms and the principles of the govern-
ment which they have chosen. There are persons in
every society, bereft of their reason; here and there,
_too, a crotchetty individual may be found who denies
the truth of the Newtonian system of philosophy,
and the existence of material things; so, it may some-
times happen, that a man— or a woman — may be
discovered amongst ourselves,— some staunch and
uncompromiging beli¢ver in the absolute and univer--
sal corruption of ‘hwmanity, or some amiable but
crazy-headed philanthropist, who.raves at all institu-
tions' becanse they fail to- make men angels, and do
" not at once bring back the Eden that we have lost,—
who is dissatisfied with our general and- local govem-r |
ments, and who would go back from them to some
form of absolutism, or who would scatter them. to the
windg; and trust to chance and anarchy 1o eml've.
from the wreck and chaos some new. Eutopia. Buf
with these  exceptions —so frivolous ag o be not
worth naming ~— I suppose that -hardly a single per-
son can be found amongst us— native or adopted
citizen — the descendant of the Plyﬂxouth pﬂgnm , OF
the emigrant who lended yesterday on our sho res,
from whatever clime or country he may have come -~
who would wish to change, in its fundameutal structure
and pm_elples, the government under Wthh we hve.
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We differ, sometimes widely enough, about meusaves
of domestic and of foreign policy; about the consti-
tution of a cowrt; the mode of an clection ; the ex-
tent and the hmits of the state and the national
povernments; but we are all republicans,— some of
us more and others of us less radical and democratic,—-
but all republicans, with neither doubt noxr reserva-
tion in our creed. Our wide-spread and swelling
popnlation 18 coming to be made up or very various,
- dissimilar, and heterogeneous materials. Our eastern
and western walls are the two great occans of the
globe,— the fitting and magnificent - boundaries of
““ Tie’s noblest empire and its last ; ”— between our
northern and our southeru tevinini, we embrace every
extreme und variety of climate; owr inexhaustible
abundance spreads- out its stores to the famishing
multitudes of Eumpe, our fresdom proffers. to the
victims of oppression its fullest participation, and the
entrance to this' great asylum is thrown wide open to
all who choose to come. It follows inevitably, that
our people should be constituted of most miscellane-
ous, and in some respects, of jarring and discordant
elements. - How little in common is ‘there between
~ the lordly cotton planter of Louisiana, and the small
but thrifty and . mdep endent farmer of the northem
and eastern’ atates fiiling his own acres witic his - owi ,
“hard hands,— each the type.and representative of a
numerous class. The frugal Scotchman leaves hris
fnisty mountains, to find a-home in a hew Caledonia
here, bringing Scotlind with “him, in the - remem-
brance of its heathered hills, and in the. poetry of
Bums ; -the Celtic swarm flees from. the wretchedness
- of its own unthrift, and the. wrongs of its Saxon
Mmster even -the sturdy and unplastic Bﬂ ghshlm.n
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sometimes finds his way luther ; the German secks
another and a kindlier father-land beyond the Alle-
chanics, or west of the Mississippt; the Italian finds
that frecdow under our glowing skies, which was
denied him beneath his own ; and many others, whom
I have no time to enumerate,—the Spaniard, the
Frenchman, the Pole, the Russian,— Jew and Gen-
tile — Christian and Pagan —bond and free,— be-
longing to widely different races, professing various
and mutually hostile religions, educated under dissim-
ilar social and political institutions,~flock to our
shores, and make their homes withmn our borders.
But notwithstanding these diversities, in spite of all
thege circumstances, there is but one opinion in the
land in regard to the essential principles and the
practical working of the government under which
~we live. - 'We have faith in its general justice, its effi-
ciency, its beneficence. ILike all work of human
hands, it is imperfect; it may be faulty,—in some
respects it is guilty of great wrong; but we would
reform and perfect, not subverse and destroy if.' . This
is the universal feeling and conviction. . There are no
elements of revolution -amongst us. And in this
respect, we are alone amidst the nations of the earth.
The pyramid of our government stands uprifght and
immovable upon its basis; with few and minor ex-
ceptions, those of the rest of the world are propped
upon their apexes, or they are. reeling and rocking
on their edges, like ships on a stormy sea. England
boasts of her stability; she looks out over the tem-
pest that is now lashing-the ocean into fury, and
covering it with wrecks, breaking at her feet, and
howling through her palaces ; —she looks out, smiling
serenely upon the wild war of the social elements,
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proclaiming hersclf as sccuve in her strength as hex
island itself) fast-anchored amidst the waves. Bud
what a contrast between her condition, and our own !
Where and what are the security and the stability of
which she boasts? Is there any human prescience
that can foresee, ever so dimly, the doom and the
destiny that are before ber® Docs she herself know,
with. any certainty, what changes, ten years, or a sin-
 gle year, may bring to her? Has she any surety for

- the future? . Kvery day, are there not tongues of fire
calling for the demolition of her throne, and the
overthrow of her altars; and every night, do mot
millions of her subjects lay their unkempt heads
upon their straw . pillows, muttering curses and exe-
crations upon the government and the rulers; under
which they struggle and starve? Axe these the ele-
ments of internel strength? Are these the conditions
of security and. repose? Are these the sentinels to

watch over and to guard a nation’s .,,
¢ 'Domestm awe, mght rest, and nelghborhood? **

On. the contrary, is it not as certain as any thmg of
this nature can be, that England’s future must inevi-
tably be a future, not of change and of reform merely,
but of radical and destructive revolution?

These reflections upon the stability of our politica.l
institutions, into which I have been led much further
than I intended to go, when I commenced them,
have been naturally enough suggested by this spec-
tacle, presented to-day, throughout the whole length. -
end breadth of ilie land, to which T have referred, of
entire unanimity of conviction and of feeling in the
celebration of our national festival.
~ In the further performance of the duty before me,
T am embarassed at the outset by the extent and. va-
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victy of the subjects which offer themsclves to our
consideration, and solicit our regard. . The Fourth of
July, 1770, was' one of the oreat epochs of modern
history ; it hau grown into one of the loftiest eminen-
ces ever reared along the pathway of the ages; and
standing as we do to-day, on the sun-lit summit of its
anmvcrﬂary, not only is it difficult to take in with our
feeble vision the broad horizon that stretches off into
infinity, and mingles itself with it, but it is not easy
to determine in what direction, and fo what objects,
we shall twrn our gaze. I see Alpine pinnacies,
steeped in sunshine, or shrouded in darkness, shoot
up into the heavens; I see dreary wastes of desolation
and of death, covered by brooding shadows, and rave
aged by continual storms; I see green valleys, and
wooded hill-sides, of more than Arcadian beauty,
crowned with abundance, covered with- lowing herds,
and dotted over with secure and peaceful buman habi-
tations. . But what new spectacle is this that bursts
so suddenly upon .our vision? KFrom-our lofty out-
look, 1 see the whole hemisphere, ulong the eastern
horizon,  dark with eager 'and swarming masses of
‘armed and unarmed raen; I see, over almost a whole
continent, the uprisen people; I see kings, and prin-
ces, and potentates, flying in abject and trembling ter-
ror from their regal and sumptuous abodes, for life
“and for shelter to alien shores; I see the prison walls
of despotic tyranny battered down; I see the chains
stricken from the limbs of the slave ; and there comes
to me, borne on the eastern breezes, a mingled and
tumultuous sound of the wild shouts of freedom new-
ly won, and the muffled and solemn .roar,— like that
of a distant avalanche on the Wetterhorm,— of shat-
tered and falling ¢ hrones And this wild turmoil of
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the nations of Hurope 13 closely linked, I sce, with
the day ard the occasion that have called us tcpcther,
—the tuces of these excited multitudes are all tuned.
hitherward. ;

1 suppose it may be said, Wlthout any exaggeration,
that never since the great act, seventy-two years ago,
which made fthis day lustrious amongst the days,
has it had an anniversary so full of interest as the
present. And this interest, m greal part at least, de-
pends upon- and grows out of these recent and stu-
pendous occurrences to which. I have alluded, in west-
ern and central Europe. It would be extravagant to
say that they are entirely the offspring of our Decla-
ration of  Independence, but 1t 18 not so to say that
they are more directly related to 1t th&n to any other
~ single great era or event of history. If not the
children of our revolution, they are its near kmdred *
—of the same ‘faith and the same household,— born
of the same spirit, and baptized with the same bap-
tism of fire. - It is natural then, that first amongst
the subj ects of our meditation to-day should be these
occurrences. In no one of the thousands of similar
assemblages, which this hour witnesses,—at no one
of the thousands of festive boards, which are this da;y
spread, will they fail to be noticed. ...

I ‘do not possess, either the quahﬁcatmns or the
ability, even if this were 2 suitable time and occasion

for such undertakings, for any elaborate study of these
events. Their profound and phllo sophical analysis,

~ the estimate and appreciation of their complex causes

and relatmnﬂ , their tendencies and their results, con-
stitute a task altogether above and beyond the re ach
of my humble powers, and which. 1 have neither the

folly not the temerity to attempt. I can only lo ok,
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for a moment, at -one or two of their moxe obvious
and striking aspects; I can only.endeavor to study
one or two of their simpler and plainer lessons.

It was Geoxge Canning, if I am not mistaken, who

said, soon after the overthrow of Napoleon, hnd the
re-establishment of the old order of things on the con
tinent, that the next general war in Europe would be
a war between the aristocratic and the democratic ele-
ments of society,—L>tween prescription and privilege
on one side, and equality of right on the other. 'This
is.an old conflict — older than human civilization —-
almost @8 old as humanity itself, Power in the hands

of the few has always arrayed itself against the rights

of the many ; and it has for the most part auccesafully

maintained its usurpations. . The particular {rial of

strength between these antagonist forces, which Mr.
Canning foretold, and which it was imposmble 1 9¢ to
foresee; has at last commenced’ in earnest. The . un-
paign has opéned,—the first great battle has b en
fought,~—the first great victory has been won ;—a..d
we can hardly fail to be struck with ‘the va stness. and
the splendor of the triumph, the wealth.of the tros

phies left in-the hands of the victors,.and ‘the small-
ness of :the cost at which they have been. obtained.

Thrones that were reared in the middle. ages, and
which their fond gecupants lmagmed were of iron and

that children build of" cards,—blown awayin'a night
by the breath of the popular tempest, and utterly con.
siiied by ity fire;-—dyhasties that hed.grown up
with the centuries, strengthened by wide and complex

E aufances, their sﬁronguholds of power girt round and

guarded; a8 they deemed i their fancied security, by
loyal bayonets -and by impregnable fortresses, have

of adamant have fallen to pieces, like the play-houﬂes '

- .y L J— — - -ﬁ- . l— -
- - =
- - -
- a -
- —— = T - —_ -
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been seattered to the winds in an hour.  Almost with
a single volce,—in universal and spontancous ac-
claim,—the people have demanded and have ob-
tained,— first, entire freedom of speech and of the
press,—the right to utter and to hear, for ecach and
for all, whatever the free head may think, or the free
heart may feel ; -—second, umiversal suffrage,— the
SLIGCtIOIl, by themselves, of their own immediate law-
givers and rulers,— delegated by them to do their
work, and responsible to them for the momnmer in
which it is done ; —and, third, their own armed or-
ganization,— the appropriation by themselves ot the
whole physical force of the state,—the necessary
guaranty, and security from treachery and assault, of
‘all their other interests'and rights,— the new tripod,
from which the sybil of modern democracy utters her
startling and sacred oracles. There is nothing in the
history of this European movement more striking
than the entire unanimity, and the comple te success,
with which these three great elementary rights and
powers have been asserted and maintained.

I have spoken of the smallness of the cost at
which these conquests have been secured. I allude
particularly to the few lives that have been sacrificed
when comparison is made with similar struggles in
former times. I know very well that this number
may yet be fearfully augmented; and even if such
should not be the case, I do not need to be told. of
the value of that which has already been lost. I
have no desire to underrate it. I know that the*
young and" gallant hearts which’ pourad out their
blood on the barricades of Paris and Berlin, were
‘beating high with hope, and that the eyes Whlch

closed ; at noon forever, opened in the morning ona
' p-
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futurc. as fell as yours of promisc and of joy. I
would not say o word that mmght be tortured mto &
vindication oxr an apology for war. The saddest sight
in the history of man is that of his sanguidary fight-
ings. Nineteen-twenticths of them have been the
fruits of his baser passions,— unnccessary, wanton,
and wicked, TLove is the: great, central, all-pervading
power of the universe; T have faith in its final om-
nipotence, as well as in its present divinity. That
God works by love, is a truth of swider application,
and of deepex significance than it has yet entered into
the hearts of most priests and theologians to con-
ceive. It is by the silent zunshine, the soft summer
showers, the gentle winds, and the dew distilled from
the serene mght air, that the beautiful mystery and
mlracle of life is evolved and carried on. But there
is death as well as life, in the world; and in the pres-
ent condition of things, I do not see how the sword
can be altogether dispensed with, Force as well as
love, is one of the instruments and agencws ot nature.
God works by it as. well as by love; at least it is one
of the occasmnal and stern necessities in his economy.
He keeps the ocean 'sweet with the breath of his tem-

pests, and he purifies the stagnant a,tmosphere with
the five of his forked lightnings, So, it seems to me,

that in default of the sufficiency of, milder measures,
the 0ld fortresses of wrong and iniquity in the world
must. be pulled d.own if the tyrant. refuses to unbar
his prison doors, they must be battered. open ; if the.
OpPpressox will not unfasten the fetters of his victim,
they, must be snapped. by the mde hand of violence
asunder ; nghts that are not ylelded to entreaty must.
be taken : ha.rples. muat be driven from their foul.
nests in the rocky, fa.atnesses bastiles mu&t be demol-
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ished, though it be with devouring flaacs, and their
toundations washed away, though it be i xivers of
blood. It would seem indecd to be almost a ncees-
sary condition, that great changes i the governuent
and institutions of nations should be wmught in the
midst of tumult and violence.

“ Fot all the past of Mna revenls
A bridal dawn of thunder-peals,

Wherever thought hath wedded fuct,”
» > " » * ®

“ And yet, if Nature's tvil stax
Drive men. in manhood, as in youth,
To follow flying Bte&m of Truth
Across the brazen bridge of war —

« If Now and Old, disastrous foud,
- Must ever shock, like armed foes,
And this be true, t ﬂ,L Time shall ¢lose,
That Principles are rain’d in. blood ;

- ¢¢ Not yet the wise of heart would ccase
To hold his hope through shame and guilt,
But with his hand against the hilt,
Would pace the troubled land like Peace :

¢ Not less; though dogs of Faction ‘bay,
Would serve his kind in deed and 'word,
Certain if knowledge bring the swoxd,
That knowledge takes the sword awey. w

I have spoken of a work already accomphshed of
a victory already won. These expressions, it is obvi-
ous enough, stand in need of much qualification ; «—
they are true only in part, and with many res ervations.
Tt is natural, and inevitable indeed, that in the first
flush of triumphant success, we should magnify the
extent of our achievements, and underrate the dan-
gers and the difficulties which surround and await
us; it is only after the smoke of the battle has cleared
- away, that we can. clearly see and comprehend them.
Let us be careful how we suffer ourselves to indulge
expectations that can terminate only in dis: app amt-
ment. It is important for 115 to remember that -this
European. movement does not constitute the end and
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consummation of the great work of human progress ;
it 18 only one of many steps which humanity has to
take in her struggling and difficult caxeer; — that
bow of promise, to which the eyes of the nations are
turned, 18 yet resting on a dark and stormy back-
ground. We are to remember especially that the
present revolutionary moyement must inevitably fail
to accomplish, all that it %)W hopes for and promises;
and that it will be followed, necessarily, by a reaction
and a retrograde movement, the extent of which will
be measured by the amount of its own violence and
excess. The labors of the Hercules of Freedom and
Democracy are not finished, but begun only. Ie has
throttled the serpents that were sent to strangle him
in his cradle, and kllled the Nemean lion; but there
are Lernwean hydras also yet to be destroyed, and Au-
'~ gean stables to be cleansed,— and he himself is to be
purified of the blood of the centaurs he has slain, not
after but before the golden fruit in the garden of the
Hesperides can be gathered.
~In endeavoring to estimate the issues and results of
the recent revolutions, we must be guided, principally,
‘by the general condition of the p eoples and commus-
nities that have accomplished them. They may be in
some degree affected — hindered and disturbed, or
favored and promoted — by external and foreign forces
and influences, but their upshot and destiny must de-
pend chiefly upon this general condition. “With the
- ‘experience-and convictions, which we in this country
have acquired, it has become only a treism to say, -
that self-govemment — popular, free, and democratic
institutions,~— can be secured, and made to work suc-
cessfully and well,— fully accomplishing their great
and beneficent ends,—only by the general intelli-
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acnce, and the general uprightness of the people -—
the rulers and the ruled. It scems plzin enough, in
the very nature of things — from the principles and
laws of humanity — that this must be so.  An indi-
vidual who is ignorant, and corrupt, and idle, is diss
qualificd for thp management of his own concerns,
and they consequently fall into disorder, and end in
ruim; the same thing is true of & family—of a
neighborhood —of an empire. It may be difficult
to say with how small a modicum of this general
mental and moral elevation, the forms of fiee govern-
ment may be maintained, and some of its ruder bene-
fits enjoyed — witness the republics of Mexico, and
of South America—but it is quite clear that the
extent and degree of these benefits will be in propes-
tion to the extent. and degree of ‘thig mteﬂectual and
moral culture. : .

- Brought to this standard and tnedl by thls test, we
mey properly and proﬁtably enough inquire, what
the probabilities are, in regard to the progress ard
results of the political and social changes, of which
- Tam speaking. In at%mptmg to answer this inquiry,
the first thing that meets us 18 the fact of the wide

differences which exist in thé physlcal and moral
- condition of the people of the different countries and
communities where these chan ges have taken place.
They have sPIead thirough nations variously and
widely diveise, in their culture, their cmhzaﬁmn,
their ezpenence, their mstltu‘tlons, thelr usages, thelr
rehcrlon, and 1 n yate, ' :

Occeupying the centre of this mo vemerit, and leads
ing its van, is France. It is for her especmlly that
our gympathies are excited; she was the ally of our

~ own revolution, she stood by us in the day of our
9 *
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adversity, when we needed her aid ; and she bas been
strugeling for more than half a century for the pnze
that is now within her reach. In regard to her, my
own hopes are stronger than my feavs. She has
activity, a good degree of iutelligence, and industry.
The masses of her people are the proprietors of hex
goil; they til? it with their own hands; they are
mostly free from extreme wretchedness and poverty,
and they are warinly attached to their frugal and con-
tented homes ; — they are rarely seen in the ftrain of
the emigrant. She is homogeneous; pervaded by an
intense feeling of nationality; proud of her achieve-
ments in art and in arms; and not distracted and
weakened by separate castes in society, by rival relig-
ions, or by differing races. She has a more entire
“and profound conviction of the brotherhood of hu-
manity,— of the fundamental and absolute equ ality
of human rights,— irrespective of color, or xace, or
condition,— than any other nation in the world. The
aristocratic element is feebler in France than it is any-
where else. She believes what Pope.and his coun-
trymen sing very well, but do not believe : —

- ¢ Honor and shame from no condition rise,~ .
Act well your part — there all the honor lies. "

She defers less than we do to conventlonal celebntles,
and to the vulgar power of wealth. She burnt up
in the fire of her first vevolution the very rags and
tatters of these tyrannical and shabby absurdities.
- She has, of necessity, her weaknesses. and defects.
She is over-fond of glory, and of military fame. :She
has a childish passion for spectacles,— she loves to be
dramatic. Every. occasion must be feted — with all
possible pomp and circumstance — with mMa,l music,
“and mth stre am:mg b anners,— from the es tabhshment
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of a club of patriot Amavons, to the apotheosis of a
hero, or the inauguration of a state. 'Worst of all,
she lacks the rugged strength, especiolly amongst
her more highly educated and pelished classes, thai.
comes from the union of a deep religions faith, and a
stern morality. But it ig a mistake, I think, to call
her frivolous; they are wide of the mark who look
upon her as a nation of dancing-masters and fiddlers.
The work that she has done, and the names that grace
her annals, in art, in literature, in science, in philoso-
phy, of which England herself might well be proud,
and in which she has held in doubtful equipoise the
supremacy of the haughty mistress of the seas, ought
forever to give the lie to this unworthy and contemp-
tuous estimate.. Furthermore, it is the tr-timony of
all observers, that she has made, since the period of
her first revolution, great improvement in all thoss
qualities of character, wherein she was most defective.
And, certainly, the love of order, the mingled mod-
eration and firmness, the clemency, and the generous
forbearance, which have marked her conduct, during
the stormy and perilous transition through which she
is now passing, furnish the strongest possible guaranty
of her ultimate success. Her people have shown
themselves prepared for their newly acquired free-
dom; and Providence has raised up leaders worthy
of them, and of their own high mission. There is
hardly any thing in the records of civic greatness,
more imposing and sublime, than that brilhiant im-
provization of historic renown, in the modern Athens,
by its better Pericles,— the great, the heroic, the now
immort.i Lamartine.

- Of Germany, as a whole, it is djﬁcult to spea.k
with any precision, so various and dissimilar are the
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tton; and lack of tuae, cven i thove weve no other
reasons, would prevent we ivom attempting to do s
with any considerable detail.  Some portions o hep
people are, at least in some mmportant respeets, betion
prepaved for the establishment and maintenance of
nopular mstitutions than the Irench; others arc i
all respects vastly less so.  Prussia, Saxouny, Davana,
Baden, and perhaps some of the smaller powers ---
the duchics end frece citics— belong to the formex
class ; —the greater part of Austria proper and its
heterogencous dependencies, belong to the latter. The
‘better elements of the German character are superior
to those of the French; its texture, if less flexible,
has more of the toughness and endurance that belong
to the Northern races. The old Germanic stock,
though of slower growth than the French, strikes its
strong and vigorous roots into a deeper, rlcher, and
more genial soil.. More than all, there is ingf
o deeper religious faith than in France, a pute: _
ity, and everywhere, giving new strength, as well as
gracefulness and beauty to the character, and to life, +
a finer and wider development of the domestic affec-
tions. Nothing could be more striking, ard at the
same time more characteristic, than the contrast
presented by one little incident, during the revolu-
tions in France and Prussia. The patriots of Paris
followed the remains of their fallen comrades to their
last resting-place, under the column of July, on the
site of the Bastile, singing on their way the words of
the beautlftd but P: gan song,—

Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori ; ~—

the young students and the sturdy burghers of Berlin
accompanted, amidst lamentations and tears, the fu-
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neral procession of their sfain brothers, to their final
home m God’s acre, chanting, as they went, the solens
~and lof ty chorns of Luther’s Chastian Ly,

On the other hand, the Germans are less plastic
than the Freuch; they ave more firmly wedded to
old usages, habits, and institutions, and less rcady to
adapf thenselves to new circumstances ; — the cultwre
and spicit of the higher and middle classes have not
penetrated, In any considerable degree, into the lower ;
their society is still pervaded by the aristocratic ele-
ment, and millions of the masses throughout wide
regions of the empire are still sunk in the most abject
degradation. We must conclude, then, it seems to
me, on the whole, that Germany is yet but partially
and 1mperfectly prepared for thoroughly popular isti-
tutions ; so far as this matter is concerned, she is in
healthy and vigorous growth, but still in the child-
hood of her career. Her better states. may have
reached. the peried of their political majority; but
those who hope to see Austria proper and her Sclavo-
nic appendages enter at onge upon the full possession
of democratic liberty, with safety and édvantage to
-themselves, are sure to be disappeinted. -

Very similar remarks may be made in regard to
Italy. 1Its different states are as diverse in their con-
~ dition as are those of Germany. While the people of
Tuscany, =ad of some other portions of Northern
Italy are, for the most part, physically well off, and
in some degree intelligent, nothing within the range
of Eurepean civilization can exceed their ignorance
and poverty i others. The Italian race has magnifi-
cent powers, and a fine organization; but the elements
of its character have not been kindly mingled, and its
digcipline and culture have been any thing but friendly
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o privaie happiness, or social orvder.  Nowhere
the world can theve be found nobler exawples of -
dividual excellence,~-finer combinations of all that
5 oreat, and pood, and graceful in humanity; buf
thesce are, unhappily, rare mstances,— scattered oases
in o wide desert,— solitary pharoses amidst the black
and weltering waters. Italian history has been for
ages, onc dark tissuc of monstrous and multiform
crime,— written all over with cruclty, and treachery,
and guile. Poisoning and assassination have been
her familiar deeds; aqua Tofana, and stiletto, axe
words of her own coining, for secret and deadly
weapons of her own manufa.cture. Her freedom has
been the wild license of lawlessness; her religion has
been bigotry, and her morals but a name. This
gloomy picture is but partially relieved by the single
examples of which I have spoken, or by the splendor
of her achievements in the sciences, in poetry, and in
art. Great changes for the better have, I know,
been gradually and in some regions pretty rapidly
taking place; but it requires a long period for such
changes to be thoroughly wrought; — a nation does
not transform itself in 4 day, nor in a century. The
people of Tuscany,— the citizens of Leghorn, and
Genoa, and Milan, with their neighbors,— may be
qualified for the freedom of popular institutions; but
I cannot believe that this is the case with those of
Naples, and some of the smaller duchies,— corrupted
and degraded and. oppressed, as they have been, for
successive generations, by profligate and tyrannical
rulers. ' This may seem like a harsh Judgment on
thJ.S loveliest of lands,— - -

“The master-monld of Nature's heavenly hand,
Wherem were cast the herom and the free,
The béautiful, the brave — the lords of earth and sea.’
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May 1t prove to be so. o no forcign chme, not
Linked fo vs by tics of kindred or of race, do our
gyarpathies morc spontancously and warmly tum,
She was the romantie dream of our boyhood; her
story was onc of its corlicst lessons; the mames of
Washimgton and Bunlker il are not more famniliax
te us than arc those of the Cicsars. and of Rome.
ohe has at least, we may hope and belicve, cast of,
utterly and forever, the odious domination of the
Austrian, and thus prepared the way for the better:
days that are in store for her;—-a deliverance that
may well content one generation. I do not forget
neither, that the voluntary herald and pacific leader
of this Furopean movement was the occupant of the:
Pontifical chair; and I should disappoint your just
expectations, and do violence to.my own feelings, did:
I suffer this occasion to- go by without rendering
hearty homage: to the great, the good, the wise, the
liberal, the Christian, Pope Pius the Ninth. The'
prayers of the nations gc up to heaven for his pro-.
tection, and their blessings wait upon his name. He
has won for himself a brighter diadem than hlS tmple
Crown.

The central region of which I have been speakm o
is in great part surrounded and hemmed in by a circle:
of-nations, into which the ideas and principles by
which the former is agitated, have but very partially
entered, or not at all. - Let us rapidly sweep round:
this. mighty segment, beginning at its southern. exs
tremity. We find here the contiguous: and kindred:
nations, Span and Portugal. Theyonceled the way
m all: gerilous- and: romantic a,chievement,- and- the
chivalrous valor of Castile was rung in praises through:
everv land, The ncw world received them into ifs.
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vivgin bosow, and poured ity Iavish treosiees info
ﬂma_L lap.  But they are shorn of thewr strength, and
thewr gloyy has departed.  Their people have now the
worst clements of the Romanic character in excess,
and abmost none of its redeeming qualities; their
very virtnes have degenerated into vices. T'ney have
been so long neglected and oppressed by effeminate
and profligate rulers,— kings in the shape of imbecile
simpletons,—— and queens in that of intriguing women,
or weak and igmorant girls,— aided by licentious
favorites, or military adventurers, and by an intolerant
and exacting priesthood,— that their old virtue and
manhood have all gone out of them. I see no hope
for them, unless God in his love shall raise up some
paternal guardian and guide, like the Roman Pius;
or set over them in his merciful wrath, some stern
but beneficent despot,— one of their own Francias or
Tacons,— who shall purge the land as by fire, of its
‘corruptions, send life into the stagnant death that
broods over it, and so open-the way at least for a
better order of things.

Of Mohammedan Turkey I will only say, that she
has made more substanfial progress in reform, and
in ameliorating the condition of her subjects, than
many of her Christian neighbors.

‘The whole eastern arc of the segment is occupied
by the vast sw'ﬂep of the Russian dominions. This
colossal power is the great material and outward bul-
wark of despotic rule. The masses of her people
are but just. emerging from the night of barbarism.
An iron tyrant now occupi’es her throne.. Her best
hope is 1n a succession of wise, humane and paternal
rulers. The day of her demo cratic re d.emptlon 1S *yet

afar off.
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The vratually rolated and adjacent countrics, Swe-
den, Norway, and Dermark, arc lf‘gltimatv nunﬂlmb
of the old Teutonic stock; thoy will bear its {rmt,
and share its destiny. They will {ollew in the steps
~ of their Germanic kindred.

Finally, we complete our circuit with the British
1slands,—the seat and centre of the British empire.
1 shall not be guilty of the presumption of attempt-
ing to cast the horoscope of her destiny; this has
been done often enough, by men both wiser and
foolisher than myself,— with what success, it needs
not to be told. Y can only say what some of the
more obvious aspects and appearances are, in her con-
dition and prospects, which strike us, as seen from
our present point of view -—the American Fourth of
July, eighteen hundred and forty-eight. She looks to
us here, like a nation of enormous and infinite con-
tradictions. Sheis the richest and the poorest country
in the world,~ the fullest of wealth and the fullest
of pauperism. She is covered with glory, and steeped
in shame. Her limbs are decrepid:with age, while
her brow is radiant with the manhood of a young
Apollo. She stands before us, like -the great image
seen in a vision by the king of Babylon,— “whose
brightness was excellent, and the form thereof terri-
ble,” and whose head was of fine gold, but whose feet
were part of iron, and part of miry clay. . Her hiterature
“and her science are amongst her richest freasures —
her highest titles to glory; but the men who have
created these treasures, and won these fitles, she hes
always held in an inferior social position; and she
has often. suffered them to languish in obscurity and
-~ Newton, and Shakspeare, and Burns, if they
were now living, would be admitted only-on suffer-

3 |
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a0ce, to st for o permitted howr by ihe wide of lovd-
lings and Creesuses, at their prineely tables ; —- '

“"Tha learned pato
Ducks to the golden fool."

ohe fills the islands that sit in darkness with the
tight of Christian civilization, and leaves worse than
Pagan mulfitudes to perish at her own threshold, for
lack of the bread of life. She arrays the religion of
Him who had not where to lay his head, in regal
pomp and magnificence, and her sucecessors of the
poor fishermen of Galilee are clad in purple and fine
linen, and fare sumptuously every day. Her legisle-
ture votes, almost in. the same breath, paltry hundreds
for the education of her ignorant children, and lavish
thousands for the stables of the husband of her queen.
She rightfully claims te have been the parent of con-
stitutiorial government; and she recognizes the will
of the people as the real and ultimate sovereignty of
the state; but she turns pale at the name of democ-
racy, and she clings with the tenacity of a death-grasp
to the most monstrous inequalities. Her loyalty is
as intense and bigoted, as her feeling of nationality ; —
to us it seems amazing, that a people of such high
civilization, of such strong Saxon sense, of such true
appreciation of justice and right, bred in the school
of freedom, disciplined and fried in the service of
humamty, enlightened by philosophy, and possessing
a form of Christianity that asserts the right of private
judgment, and protests against the dictation of a
- supreme central authority, should, not merely tolerate
as a necessity, but cherish as the very ark of their
safety, and the very elements of their strength,~—a
nereditary avistocracy, endowed by the law with enor-
mous and exclusive privileges;—an opulent and




oy

anstocratic priesthood, supported by the state; —— and
ﬂu cloldish. bauble of a crown, with its costly and

asteful appendages.  She seems to be hardly less in
].ove with the abuses and defects of her system, than
she 13 with its excellencies, She gazes with hardly
less pride upen the gnarled knots and the decaying
branches of her glorious old oak, than upon its sturdy
stem, and its green, and wide-waving foliage. She
not only exhibits, but all her institutions. encourage
and render permanent, *he widest extremes of human
condition. The highest civilization,— luxurious and
elaborate Ieﬁnement ~— Various leamlng,-n every at
tainable enjoyment and good — physical and intel-
lectual — are the inheritance, more or less generally,
of her upper classes ; — her lower,— and that too in
millions that outnumber by twenty to one the . for-
mer,-~are fastencd and left in the foulest depths of
degradation and shame. Her very soil is not the
property of her people; they are forever shut out
from its possession ; — tenants at will, and not pro-
prietors ; — their homes arc not their own. She is
loaded with a frightful burden of taxation, under
which she stoops and staggers at every: step,— the -
drain of that. stupendous debt for which she has
nothing to show. I do not see what can save her
from the rock toweards which she is, slowly it may be
‘but irresistibly drifting, but the abolition of her hered-
ifary aristocracy and her. exclusive. pnv:leges : the
withdrawal of a corrupting and iniquitous state
patronage from -a particular form of religion; and
- the speedy curtailment of her enormous national
expenditure,— all which, until the day comes, when
she shall regard the happiness and welfare of hLer
- people as of more importance than the greatness. of
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her name, and the cxtent of her dominion and power,
18 not very likely to happen. God grant that these
apprehensions, and the forebodings of some of her
own wise men may prove to be unfounded and imagi-
nary. May she see the dangers that are before and
around her, and escape thcm‘ The world owes to her
g debt of gratitude whick it can hardly repay. She
lighted, far back in the ages, the earliest signal-fire of
true liberty; and although she has shut in and con-
fined its light, she has guarded and defended it val-
ianily and welll. Her language, her literature, her
religion, are our own; we came from.her vigorous
loins, and her free blood circulates in our veins, We
indulge towards her no feelings either of envy, or
prejudice, or hate. Qur best wishes wait upon her,
our best prayers attend her, and our hope is that she
may show herself worthy of her power, her position,
and her race. -

. ¢ Grave mother of majestic works,
From her isle- al*-ﬂ.s. gazing down,
“"Who, God-like, greaps the triple forks,
And king-like, wears the crown ;

“ Her open eyes desire the truth.
The 'msd.om of a thousand years
Is in them. May perpetual youth
Keep dry their lnght from tears ;

«That her foir form may ﬂtand and shine,

Make bright ocur days and hght our dxeams,
&Is scorn with lips divine

ehood of extremes,”

T could linger much longer in these various fields,
i:hrough which we have so cursorily rambled, but the
Alying minutes, and your patience, which is likely soon
to be turned to impatience, if my steps are suﬂ'ered to
loiter, warn me to hasten on. | “

"My task would be left unfinished, if I did not turn,
at least for a moment, to our own' countrv, before I
close; but ihe sands of my allotted hour hiave already
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run ouf, and my words must be brief and 1he
first thang that strikes us, in oux hm.uul vy my‘, 18
the wondrous growth of the American Union, in ex-
tent of fesritory, in power, in wealth, in resources,—
in population, which has taken place since the peviod
of my former address. I shall.not weary you with
statistics; it is enough for me to say, that her im-
mense domain has been enlarged by nearly 2 quarter
of its entire avea ; — the Iine of her Pacific coast now
almost rivals in extent her old Atlauntic shores, and
the spreading plains of her far west are beheld no
longer from the ridge of the Alleghanies, but from
the summits of the Cordilleras and the Rocky Moun-
+tains, Her population has almost doubled; and on
the azure field of her banner, six new stars have been
emblazoned almost half its original number.
~ In looking at our internal comndition, our ardor is
chilled and our first exultation is lowered by the pres-
ence of one contradiction, greater and more flagrant,
than any that I have attributed to England. You
will all understand me.. In some of the states of the
Union, certian portions of the population are held in
compulsory bondage by the rest. Slavery is one of
their established institutions. It would be foreign
from the design and purpose of my address, fo enter
into its general discussion, even if-I had time te do
so. I cap only admit its inconsistensy with the prin- -
ciples of our government; deplore its existence as an
evil and an anomaly; disclaim for ourselves any share
jn its responsibilities, and hope, by the co-operation
of all true lovers of humanity and of their country,
at the North and the South, in a spirit of justice, fox-
bearance, and love, for its gmd.ual amehﬂmtlon and
final removal

~ir

3 #
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With the qualification now stated, 1 .do not sce
any thing in our .condition and our prospects, whach
we oay not regara with a reasonable degree of com-
placency, and with counfident hope. We are no
exempf from the weaknesses and imperfections of
 humanity, and we make no claim to be so. There 18
rudeness enough amongst us; but there is aiso, every
day, a higher and wider refinement, 2 more general
and genial culture, and all the wide wilderness will
yet blossom like the rose. There is poverty enough ;
but less than in any other land under the sun,—-
nowhere else is therc such general and boundless
plenty. - There is ignorance enough; but its amount
is daily diminishing, and no object of public concern
is regarded with more favor or promoted with more
- zeal, than the universal and improved education of
the people. There is irreligion and vice enough ; but
there is also as general and vital a faith as is anywhere
to be found, and a high and pure morality. There 1s
crime, as there must be wherever human passions are
at play; but nowhere are more diligent and successful
efforts made for its repression, and for the reformation
of its perpetrators. We have the deaf, the b.ind, the
insane, and the idiotic ;. but all over the land are scat-
tered asyiums for their solace and their cure. Our
physical znd external activity; our material pros-
perity; the general diffusion of competence, and the
rapid accumulation of wealth ; the almost exclusive ap.
propriation of labor and capital, not to the gratification
of the luxurious wants of the few, or to the support,
of idle pageantry and power, but to the advancement
of the moral and physical well-being of the whole,—
all this is unparalleled in the history of the world.

These remarks are applicable, more or less entirely,
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to the whole country. Dut L wish to say 2 word of
more limited application ; I must speak for o moment
of Massachusetts alone. And I single her out from
the other free states, not because she is unlike them,
but because she exhibits ard same up their several
better qualities, and because I am standing upon. hex
soil. Desides, she is the oldest amongst them,—

s § said an older soldier, not a bettor.” v

ohe has had the longest experience,—in her bosom
are the graves of our fathers; she has drunk, longest
and deepest, vigor and immortal youth from the old
Puritan fountain; she has felt the refining with almost
nothing of the corrupting influences, which flow from
a large and opulent city; and she has been elevated in
wisdom, and leammg, and virtue, by her venerable
and excellent university. These circumstances have
placed her in some respects somewhat in advance of
her younger sisters. I may say this without any
danger of being charged with arrogance; I.do not
intend to make any invidious or unbecoming compari-
sons. 1am the native citizen of a state which claims,
and Justly too, to have been her far forerunner and
teacher in the great cause of religious toleration and
religious freedom: The other states, which may not
be in all respects her equals, are in some her superiors,
and they are all following close in her footsteps, I
say then, with these preliminaries,—and I am ﬂuj.lty
of no extravagant-rhapsody — I am indulging in no
exaggerated. and empty rhetoric,— I am speaking my
scher and deliberate convictions, the soundness of
which it seems to me no intelligent man can doubt or
deny,— that never since the dawn of human civiliza-
tion has the world witnessed so grand a spectacle of
humar: good,— of general happiness, prosperity, intel-
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lipeace, frcedom, virtue, and progress,— of social ordex
and mdividual well-bemg,—as that which 19 now
presented by this glorious old commonwealtn.  “Lhe
masscs of her people live,— not in celiars, and huts,
and cabins, and shanties,— but in their own well-
built and comfortable houses, furnished always with
the conveniences of every-day life, and graced often
with the adornments of cultivated and polished soci-
ety,— their tables covered with the newspapers, the
magazines, and current volumes of the day, and their
book-cases filled with the standaxrd learning and litera-
ture of the old and the new world.. Can this be
said,— could it ever before have been said of any’
nation or people under the sun? I know, as every-
body knows, that small classes may be selected from
the upper ranks of life, in almost every country of
Europe, more learned than we are, with a higher cul-
ture of the sensuous nature, of the imaginative, and,
as the Germans say, the @sthetic faculties; better
drilled in the conventional usages of society, and the
graces of the drawing-room ; but in the great elements
of human good that I have enumerated, shared by
the entire mass of the population, I say again, that
she stands, with her kindred states, alone and unap-
proachable ; — they have not now nor ever had either
parallel or rival. ;.

I must bring my oration to a close.- Ido notknow
that I can do so in any way more appropriately, than
with the mention of three great truths, amongst many
others, that we have demonstmted — three great les-
sons that we have taught to the world. .

The first of these is the primary and fundamental
truth of the capability of man for what isecalled self-
government. This had never been shown before on




any considerable scale of extent or duratiom The
republics of antiquity, and of Itely in the middic
ages, so far as they taught any thing, taught the con-
travy truth. They were almost constantly tossed to
and fro between a turbulent and lawless democracy,
and a corrupt and despotic, even if elective, oligarchy,
in both which the rights and interests of the citizen
were alike forgotten and disregarded. The entire
people never secured to themselves justice, equality,
and freedom, resting upon and guarded by law. This
- great problem it has been left for us to solve. The
conditions of its soluticn; in the intelligence and virtue
of the people, I have already stated. 'We have demons
strated the stability, the safety, the efficiency, and the
economy of popular government. Nowhere in the
world are person and property better protected, or
more secure, than they are here, and nowhere else
does this protection cost so little. It is worthy of re-
mark, as a most strkag and significant fact, that the
general confidence in this capability has been steadily
increasing ever since the organization of our govern-
ment. Our faith grows every day stronger and not
weaker.: Our fears are dissipated, and our hopes are
confirmed. - That “tide of successful experiment,” of
which Jefferson spoke years ago, has met with no
check, and has had no ebb. We arg constantly en-
la.rgmg the sphere of the direct action of the people -
in the administration and conduct of public affairs.
Nothing can be more ‘obvious than this. democra,tlcl
tendency and progress, in all parties, and amongst all
- classes, a,nd the da:ly stren gthemn g of thls democratic
fmth e - S ~
' The second of these tmths 18 that of the entn*e -
absence of any nece551ty, in a free state, for a standmg“
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amy.  LThe theory and practice of government have
always been, that internal order and external sconrity
could only be maintained by a. constant and formidable
array of force,—— that its own subjects could be kept
m subordination, and other nations at bay, only by
bristling bayonets all over its surface, and all round
its frontiers. The treasuries of the nations have been
drained, and the people of all Kurope have been
impoverished, for ages, by the enormous waste and
consumption of these idle, corrupt, and worse than
worthless armies. The Christian nations of the
world ~—as they call themselves-—have always pre-
senfed, and they still continue to present, this strangest
of spectacles,— general toil and poverty and wretched-
ness borne for continuous generations — in order that
they may be armed to the teeth for the triple purpose,
of guarding and sustaining the exclusive privileges of
the few; coercing the rest into submission; and in-
vading or repelling the invasions of their neighbors.
We have shown all this to be as unnecessary as it is
costly, corrupting, and oppressive. We have shown
that the only peace establishment, requisite for the
security of order and good government, and for the
maintenance of our rights, is the civil police on the
land, and an armed police on the sea; and that, with
an adequate nymber of educated leaders, the most
efficient of all war establishments is & citizen militia,—
a soldiery springing voluntarily from the ranks of in.
dustry and labor, for the defenceof the country when
this defence is called for, and returning. to the same
ranks when their work has been accomplished. -
In the third place, we have shown, that the ]nghest
of all human interests, those of religion, are most
positively secured and mo st eﬁclently promoted, by
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separating it wholly {from the state, and leaving i, so
far as the state 1 concerned, entircly fto itself. Fhe
patronage of government 18 only a fetter on its free
limbs, and poison 1 its vemns. I am not speuking of
religious freedom and toleration merely. 'The out-
rageous and impertinent tyranny of an enforced. con-
formity to certain prescribed forms and dogmas —— that
atrocions violation of the most sacred rights and
mnstincts of the human soul — we long ago resisted
and cast off. I am not speaking of this, but of that
later-discovered truth, that God is sufficient for him.
- self; thes the progress of His kingdom upon the earth
 is not advanced but hindered by the direct interference
of human governments; that the relations between -
Him and His creatures are multiplied, and strength-
ened, and drawn closer, when they are left to arrange

themselves in apontaneous obedience to His laws, and -
not under the coercion of ours.

These truths are of infinite value. - Their general‘
recognition would regenerate the world. They will
be denied and rejected af the peril of all that is best
and greatest in the condition and the destiny of man.
I can hardly help saying, in conclusion, that some of
our transatlantic commentators and revilers,-- critic
flies, peering with microscopic vision into the flaws
and inequalities on the dome of St. Peter’s,— might
be better and more profitably occupied, in the study of
these truths, and the other aspects of our position,
which I have mentioned in this address, t than in maud-
~ lin and cockney lamentations over the bowie-knife of
a backwoodsman, or the 1d10m of a Yankee rustic,

I have spcken of the prospects 6f our country. I

ﬁ know well enough how easy it is o chensh extra.vap o

ga.nt and ndlculous antxclpatmns, and how ﬂ&en ‘we

A Bm &g pm



>0

ourselves have been chax gml with thag facile wfiemity.

But I do not see how it is possible for vs to contem
plate this subject and not kindle mto the glowing
grdor of enthusiasm and exultation. It seems to me
that a grander and more magnificent destiny awaity —
net probably but inevitably —— this American Union,
than was ever before vouchsafed to any nation or
peoplc of the earth., The historic glories of the Assyr-
1an, the Greek, and the Roman name shall « pale their
ineftectual fires ”’ before the advancing splendor of her
noon-day sun. She has within herself more potent
and gigantic elements of moral and material greatness
than were cver before 'brought together in - kindly

co-operation. Her swarming populatmn shall cover
the continent; and her censuses shall be reckoned by
‘hundreds of millions. Peace shall be within her
walls, and prosperity. within her palaces; her sons
shall be brave, and her daughters virtuous; and her
children shall rise up and call her blessed. And in
the indulgence of these high expectations, my thoughts
are limited by no narrow horizon ; nor are they founded
upen any brief experience, or any principles of merely
local application. They are world-wide in their em-
brace, and they rest in the eternal order of things. I
do not believe in any natural and necessary decay and
dissolution of empires; I have an unalterable faith in
the steady advancement of huma.mty —_

“i doubt not thro® the ages one m.creasmg ptupose mns, |
Axnd the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the suns.’ g

Prophe cy and phﬂos 0 phy ahke declare, that the king -
dom of God shall yet come to us here below The
problem of human good shall be solved; the great'
. deshny of humamty shall be ﬁna.lly wmught out
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oppression, and tyranny, and wrong, shall cease; the
veign of justice and right shall be established,—

# And the kindly carth shall slumbor, lapped in univezsal Jaw.”
In regard to the destiny of our own republic, there
ig one great contingency, to which I must allude; 1
mean that of the dissolution of the Union,— the dis-
ruption of the bond that holds these confederated

states together. This has been looked upon by our

wisest men, and by our people generally, sometimes
as the most imminent, and always as the most fearful
and momentous, of the perils that await us. If and

the downfall of our greatness have been written

together. It may happen. * I should lament if it did ;

“but I do mnot believe that it will. I devoutly trust,

“that omr proud nationality — with its common remem-
brances, and its common hopes — will never be de-

stroyed. But if in the ordering of Providence, or

through our own folly, this evil should fall upon us,
Y would still hold fast io my confidence and my faith,

There is a direr calamity than this,— the dying out
from the great heart of the people of its manhood

and its virtue,— and there is no other that is irretriev-
~ able and final. Some years ago, when this possible
‘ ca,tastmphe seemed nearer and more t’hreatenmg than -

it ever hag smce, I listened with some few others who

. are here, to one of those magnificent perorations of

. the great American orator, which swell upon the car,
now like the trumpet of doom, and now like the jubi-
lant song of the seraphim. *So far as I know, it has

never been published. He was stamdmg, he said, upon -
“the brink of a yawning gulf, full of unfathomable
darkness; he turned his eyes to the heavens,, and he.
‘saw_the firmament breaking up, andy »in_his._own
words — not easily forgotten e from am:ldst the g}.ﬂom- '-
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