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DIEPLY impressed with my inability to equal
your expectations, and sensible of my own unwor-
thiness to ascend this conscerated rostrum yet
happy i complying with the request of this polite
and patrictic audience, and equally with you inspired
with the love of li l)ut) , and that divine enthusiasm
which animated the bosoms of our vencrable ances-
tors, and kindled the holy flame of FREEDOM In the
broasts of many at this moment present ; and heartily
uniting with a.magnanimous assembly in sincerest
congratulations on this joyous festival, I am incited
with some degree of confidence, that the sensibility
of this rcxpcctabl c auditory will indulge me to step
aside from my vecation, 2 and assume for a moment
the character of a public speaker.

Notwithstanding this pleasing, this animating and
dehightful theme, the pride and glory of every true
Ameri rican, has, lon.gj since, become tautology, yet it
is of that kind, never to wax disgustful ; but like
the glorious luniinary of hcaven ever appcars new.
It has been, antd we believe it ever will be, a laudable
custoin among !l nations, and at all periods, to
commacmorate orlor 1o0us cvents, and momentous na-
tional achicvements., ‘
= And when we consider the important ceuses that
impelled the venerable and intelligent sons of 75 to
proclaim to the ageregated hosts of tyrants, an etérnal
scparation from thur sluvish fetters; w hen we con-
tcmpl e the moiieac y ol our stlcnoth to cncounter
an unrivalled and hostile eiemy ; when ve view the
resources of our country to maintain a perilous and
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doubtful conflict, and the [eeidle and undiseiplingd
condition ol our httle bana of 1"* itod soldiers, v
may, without the least shadow of ostentation, or vain
elory, unite in celebrating this glorious anniversary ;
the BIrTH DAY or Liverty ; the day of our
political existence as a nation, aud devoutly pour
forth the most fervent ¢jaculations to Arnmrcnry
Gop, for his protection vouchsafed to an mbunt and
defenceless country ; who cleft asunder the red sca
for our armics, and from the flinty rock supplicd
their thirst, and safely delivered us this Amecrican
Canaan, flowing with the richest bounties of nature.
This day accomplishes the thirty-sccond ycar

since the combined wisdom of the colonies ventured
~to assert their rights, and throw oft the shackles of a
transatlantic despot, and assume the character of an
independent nation.  The Gop of armies heard our
prayers, and was graciously pleascd to intu'poqc in
behalf of a suffering people, and crown their cﬁ'oxts
with his appr oixation, and with success.

At no period was there cver ”leltCl consistency
in caliing to our recollection the price of our hiberty,
than at the present important crisis.  Let us t‘mc A
retrospective view as far as ’75, and there may we see
foreign combinations formed for the hellish purpose
of nvetm'r the chains of despotism, and subjecting
this rising empire to their demands ““in all cascs
whatsoever.” - 1t was thie love of libe rty and an equeal
distribution of justice, the ofspring of an ingenuous
heart, that mspired the free-torn sons of CO&U”ZZ)N? in
the most desponding times ; and it was the samc
holy zeal and attachment to this rightcous causce,
that bid them peisevere, and p.mcml\ M bnut {0 all
the privations, and cheerfully bear all the dangers
and fatigues of a distressiul war, '

The pmms of Le¢ \w» ton shall ever admonish us
of the dismal hour! The ghustly visage of the be-
loved Warren rises to our view, m.d in accents raore
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than human declures, I died for you ! Ventrable
Prescot views from Lis tr: anqil tomb our situation,
and wurns us of latent dangers ; Montgomery’s re-
mains, from remote Qud)u,, spciks to us in lan.
guage never to be forgotten, and conjures us to be
cever mindful of fouwn influence. The long cata-
lo<ruc of brilliant hmou who fell a sacrifice to Brit-

it pride at New-York, with those who spilt their
l)lood oii White Plains and Saratoga, entreat us to
remember their deaths with- a bccommo oratitude.
But I must pause here—You, ye vencrable sujp-
porters of THE RIGHTs oF MaN, arc best able to
tell, and transmit to succeeding gencrations, what
were the emotions of your souls at that eventful
period. But shall we in the full enjoyment of pros-
perity, and amidst the profusions of nature’s God,
forget the sovercign hand, that has for so many
years dealt out his hberality in such ample marn-
ner to these United States 2 And shall our iiberties
"be suspended on the brittle thread of party passion ?
I trust the cnlightened citizens of Columbia are too

.+ wise to permit party spirit, animosity, and internal

divisions longer to have any dominior over them.
At no time since we werc emancipated from the
insolent hand and all-devouring jaws of tyrants,
‘there never was a loudel warning than now, to exer-
cise every effort in support of union. It is high
time that the base and cclf-degrading prtncts
Democrat, Disorganizer, Aristocrat, Anarchist,
Monarc/zzst &7c. were forever abelished and buri.
ed in eternal oblivion, that the namec of AMERI-
can should be imprinted on our forcheads; that :
universal philanthropy and attachment to our own
 government, should cvince to the gazing world, that
the sons of good order will never change their glnr:-
ous republican form of government, for the. basc and
galling fctters of monarchy.  You arc too well ac-
quainted with human nature not to know, that in-
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ternal division 5, T orty thll‘.l()mt\, corrupt, evil il
cipled and wicked motives, must be Hlanllb, must
ultimately be fatel to any free people. Tt is the

sufest Omm.o for gur cnemies to put confidence m
and the most (‘L wWly and desiructive that we «
Luild upen. This is mmum" wide onr door:; m
forcign 'nﬂucncc, andd giving our foes aid I the
most ¢flvctual manner, "It is on ly our once more
uniting in the glorious cause, for which so much of
the chotcest blood of Anierica was spilt, will bafite
the devices of our cinemics, and frustrate their most
cnthusiustic purposes. There must be a sovereipn

. powcer prescerved in the Union, or a aissoiution will

take place, which will be nothing less than inevita.
ble destruction to the whele empir..

The  constitution is silent with respect to State Le-
gislaturcs interfer mg with the grand resclves of (e
nation.. This is a dclicate pomt-—-—l choose 'to make
no comuments, but wiil here cite the words of the
Mlustrious and patriotic Washington.,  In 1787,
speaking of the fatal consequences w vhich must neces-
sarily result frem distinet sovercignties and uncon-
stitutional State interference with the Union, the
immortal Washington says, ¢ It is only in our unit-
ed character that we are known as an empire, tlmt
~our independence is acknowledged, that our powed

can be regarded, or our credit supportcd amony
foreign natzons. The treaties of the l*,uropcan
powers with the United States of America, will
have no validity on a dissolution of the union. We
shall be left ncarly in a state of nature, or we may
find by our own unhappy experience, that there is
a natural and necessary progression from the cxtreme
of anarchy to the extreme of tyraniny, and that arbi-
trary power is most eusily established on the ruins
of liberty abused to licentiousness.”

lha judicious counsels ofthv mhwvr of \m
i(“ (\r\n noevor hp ton W ‘l l ‘;’.‘ ‘T' . .

O |
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eumstanees, amidst the (c'n\p‘imt(d cibarrassments,
ac. ira‘:p aying a Jong and alurming contest, he re-
mains the same ; fnm as a rock ; sua(‘ll\' adhering:
to the principles of hbut) and justice ; (hs\,lxmmno
eroundless apprehiensions 5 submitting 1o all the
horrors and calamities of war, and persey Cring
through the whole unnatural struggle without a
murmur, on his own personal \ccount like the
soldicr, the patriot, and the general.  His linguage
is theovoice of truth.  We must depend upon our
own intrinsic unanimity, it we expect to e regarded
as a nation abroad. We must be better, we must
be wcll united at home, or we shall ncver be respected
abroad. We shall ncver obtain redress of our
grievances by prayers and tears.  Great nations
aspire after self-promotion, without strictly obscry.
ing the equity of the means they use to accomplish:
their purposes. Let us be well umted, and W
shall continue a great p\oplc ; we shall obtain every
claim of a wise and just government.  If we wish
for energy in our government, let us ace ord in sup-
porting it, and not viify the merbers without the
“most just causc ; but constitutionaily discard them, |
and fill their places with men of mtcgrit_v, talents
and patriotism~—not with such as are willing to Iend
a listening ear to faction.  If we would be honored
as a great empire, it must be because we are pre-
pared to face the foe with the cannon and point of
the sword. Therc cannot be unshaken firmncess in
a popular government, when the people refuse their
aid. I would not encourage a blind and scrvile
concurrence in any admxmstxatxon, and I would be
equally circumspect not to vilify and slander our
rulers. '

It is time that adulation and smcoth words were
discountenanced, and that truth and a real state of
things should be brougit home to our doors. The
momentous exigency of the times, and the critica?
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posture of our national affuirs, will, 1 lmpg, Caien!
ate for the hiberty 1 have taken to be thus }n . Tt
is far from my design to advauce a siagle dea that
shall personally point to wny 1 this assembly.—
¢« Unmted we stand, divided we fall.”  Again our
great statesman says, ¢ the unity of government,
which constitutes you one people, is also duar to
you. It is justly so; foritisa main piliar in the
edificc of your rcal independence, the support of
your “tranquillity at home, your peace abroad; of
your safety ; of your prosperity ;5 of that very liber-
ty which you so highly prize. » Speaking of the
baneful eflects of party spirit, he justly observes—-
“ It scrves always to distract the public councils,
and enfeeble the publ;c administration. It agitates
the commwnty with ill-founded jealousies and false
alarms ; kindles the animosity of one part against
another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection.”
At this conjuncturc and alarming crisis, we are in-
vited by interest, we are admonished by the dangcrs
that- menace our destructlon, and the blood of our
heroes slain, to be in a preparation to confront danger,
and cven death itself.  Irance on one hand, with a
vigilant cve, watching every resolution of Congress,
using cvery nefavious device congenial to her nature ;
holding out a lure in one hand, while in the other is
sccretcd the deadly weapon of our peace as a nation
and individuals—cndeavori ing by all the insinua-
tions which treachery, sclf-interest and malignity can
suggest, to persuade us to co-operate with her in
the imhuman custom of butchering our fellov: be-
mgs. While on the other hand we are equally op-
pressed, and deprived of our most essential rights
and privilegcs as a neutral nation.

Engiand will defer a treaty with our executive as
long as possible, in hopes of a change of administra-
tion, cherishing an idea that she may be the better
able to bring about her overbearmg and wicked
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Cschemes. e insolent and haughty spirit of Pt
Cain only waits a salc ()ppmtumf\ to burst forth like
“a torrent against these United S mtc-, and mar thew
tranquillity iou\u. It is not an imagiuary evil;
we all feel the iron hand of the all-g mspw' powers
of Llurope.  But thanks be to Ged, e stal sility and
inflexible firmness of Congress, the united wisdorm
of our rulers, and pmctmuon of our SagCs, W trust,
will never sufler the dear carnt giories of our flour-
ishing country to be thus contaminated in the view
of nations, ahd to the eternal infumy of ourselves.
Be firm ; be undaunted ; be united ; trust in the
God of battles, who caused the sun to stand stili
upon Gibeon, and the moon to stay her course in the
valley of Ajalop, to behold the high hund. of an over-
ruling Providence.  God, who sent hi¥ angcl and
slew in the Assyrian camp an hundred four score
and five thousand, is able to dcliver us from the
millions who secrctl) boast our fall—But let us ever
be miadful that Jehovah tought for a rightcous, not
for a perverse and gainsaying pc.op!c. Our govern-
meut is unde ubtcdl) the best that ever was fabricai-
ed by humn ) ingem: ity.  The very genius of it 1s
safcty ; but it demands the wisest administration to
exccu'e its desian.

Let us turn Sack the historic page, and mdul
oursclves for a moinent to dwell on ancient xcpub
lics. Athens and Lacedemon were the miost cele-
brated republics in all Greece.  They took their
origin from & mode of thinking, and specics of rea-
souing excited by oppression and slavish govun-
ment, and for a time rapidiy progressed, from the
encouragement and comforts that free people parti-
cipate from an equal distribution, under equal laws,
of the blessings of nature. T he) were founded by
the most sugacious characters of that age, and *d

ministcred b) wise and judicious men—Dbut thf”
reign was short, and their end eternal disofes
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And why ? Beeause they were divided among them

sclves.  Their origin was glorous, their advance-
ment encour: 1 l’l" l)llt ”l(.ll dL‘MHI( Hr)ll )H!d DR
“ As the pl‘m > says (i uuo, “is to steer his vessel
happily Into its port, the physiciuns to preseive ov
restore health,y the generals of an army to obtain
victory, 2o 2 pnm,c, and cvery man who coverns
others, to muke the utility of the governed hxs VICW
and motive, and to 1¢ mcmbcx tlmt the supreme rulc
of just gevernment is the good of the people, salus
populi su/,”cma lex esto.” Lycurgus, the great
legislator in Greece, had no other motive 1n view
than the good of his people. ¢ "The end which he
proposcd in the estahlishment of his laws, was to
render his subjects happy by making them virtuous.
He banished 1dleness and vohtptuousness from his
statc, and with them luxury and vicious pleasurcs,
the fraitful sources of all vice.”  There is an excess
of liberty which leads directly to an arbitrary gov-
ernment—there is a medium between monarchy
and despotism, and we have the greatest reason to
be'filled with gratitude to heaven, that our govern-
ment is founded on this happy nedlocnt\, Pcoplc
never so readily submit to any government as that
in which they have neither too much nor too little
frcedom. Nen are not possessed of powers to sub-
sist together, while under no restraint, and they are
as equally incapable of bearing complete subjection.
The discased paticnt 1s more anxious to {ind a rem-
cdy and again be restored to health, than to seck
the causes of complaint ; but the physician searches
for the causcs, that he may be the better able to
‘effecta cure.  Now, if we will but cure our hearts of
prejudice, and turn a deaf car to unprincipled and
designing mcr, we may casily sce, that the same
causcs which have produced the evil must be aban-
donced, or ne medicing will ever accomplish a radical
curc,  Small strifes and divisions engender greater
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ones, and the larger they arve, the move rapid will b
thew prociess, © . surer their baneful conse quences,
Virtue and morabity, integrity and unity in public
scithment, maoderation in our desires, and cconomy
1 our (L“Lns‘ sy 18 the only sure hasis on which we
- can creet the superd ¢difice of a federal republic,
The Grecian republics difiered essentially from ours,
both ag it respected their eanstitution and manner of
administering them. Their checks on cach other
did not always answer the desired success. Somes
times the whole p;oplc assembled at one place, and
hittle elee than voclicration was the result of their
counsels. ‘

Qur prosperity has been great; it has attracted
the envy, the jealousy and hatred of forcign powers.
We have been for years reaping the full harvest of
neutrality ; but our successes have been the strong-

. est invitations to foreign influence and aggression.
Although the scene is_somewhat reversed, there is
no cause of dcspaxr, if we will but cease to Le our
own aggressors.  We, vour sons, who have long

enjoyed the milk and honey of the land, the fruits
of your toil and blood, take pride in our relation to
you. We will, th: ou<vh divine ageney, preseryve

the glories you so de ml) pmchascd untarnishes .

and never suffer our fathers to become slaves to the
pride and lust of domination.  You, who sacrificed
your tinie, your talents, vour property, yea, yvour
little all.in defence of our liberties and lives ; who
mvincibly defended the rights of mun with the points
of your bayonets and drawn swords, shall never,
never have cause to weep with your hands bound in
chains of slavery, nor your feet shackled with the
galling fetters of tyrants.  We revere the mothers
who gave us birth in a land of liberty, under whose
maternal care we have been nurtured in the school
of virtue and religion, whose memory shall cease
only with our existence. We promise to follow
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your salutary counsels, and let no tyrant rob us ol
so precious i treasure-—hut will spiil our blood on
the field of battle in your defence (shonld the ocea-
sion call) to discharge the debt of graitude jusily
cuc you. Amidst e vicissitudes of fortune, should
the clouds which are now gathering in our h(m/r)n
collect into a tempest of war, we swear to unsheath
our swords and face the cannon’s mouth in honor of
our beloved sisters, and never return than to their
scabbards again *tll victory shall be achieved.  Be
not dlbmd)(.d vour expectations shall be justificd,
We know you deprecate all the horrors of war be-
coming the fair daughters of Columbin—Dbut we
believe you would, like females of yore, traverse the
ground of battle and there weep over vour bleeding
brothers, with a gentle hand supporting their declin-
Ing heads, rather than behold them groaning in bon-
ddQ;(, and sub_;actxon.

et .Kurope and all bLlhocrent nations ﬁqht
'spreachnfr carnage and dev astation f w and wide, to
gratify an insatiable and wicked desire for domina-
tion; let them cover their plains with lifeless corses ;
with the dead bodics of hushands and sons ; let them
‘wield the sceptre of empire in their own regions,
but be cautious how they disturb the sons of peace.
Let them boast of conguest, may we boast of peace.
Let thent shed their blood for barren rocks, and in-
accessible .mountains, but if we spill ours, let it be
in defence of our country, our liberties, our lives.
I behold your countenances this moment fired with
ardor, with that holy enthusiasm which churacterizes
the patriot and the soidier—filled with that honest
love of frecdom, which alonc 1s capable of rendering
life desirable.

Too much connot-be urged in support of union.’
Concinnity in our “deportment, and an invioluble
attachment to government, is the ark of safety, the
palladium of frcedom in a popuiar government 5 and
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v, who cherish the virtues which you have taught
us, wiil ever keep watchmen on the walls, and never
sufler the din of wur to ccho through our land [rom
nternal divisions.  We should blush to behold our
country so desoluted as to join the tribe’of Benjamin,
and lic 1 walt i the vincyards, and to sce and be-
hold 1l the daughters of Shiloh came out to dance in
dances, to 1issue from our lurking places, and to
catch every man his wife of the dauOhtcrs of Shiloh.
We will never suffer forcign insinuations and smooth
complexioned adulation, {axr promxbcs and plausible
pretexts, to captivate our judgments and steul our
reason ; nor on the other hund will we be afirighted
at Omcermw armor, or thc menacing aspect of inso-
lcut, supercliious and hauglity ngs. We can place
but little confidence in foreign powers, notwithstand-
ing they promise never to slay us by the sword,

when their avowed purpose 1s to bury us alive,

Equal vigilance must be exercised against flattery and op-
pression.  Luxury, voluptuousness, licentiousness, avarice,
cxtortion, vicious pleasurcs, and intemperance must be bane-
1ished from our habitations. No modern Absaloms shall have
audicnce, who daily stand waiting at our gates, saying, “ Qh,
that I were made judge in the land,that every man which hath
any suit or cause might come unto me, ard I would do him

Justice I Nor the deadly kisses of a Judas shll have a re-

‘ception in Columibia.  And while we guard our internal foes,
will * be equally vigilant, that foreign influence pervade not
our union, and that we suffer no foreigner, whose buncful
influence has hitherto been disseminated both into church
and state, to send spics throughout this American Israel, say-

ing, as soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall .

say, my empire is established in fair Columbia. No, God
forbid, that we should ever be so unwise.  We will yet show
to the wondering world that we love ourselves, and are thc
invincible defenders of the Righats of ﬁfan.

* This, and many of the like expressions are to be ctplamcd we
muat, e if we would prescrve our dignity as an independ2nt nation.
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