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AN ORATION, &c.

"I'HE prefent is an age of revolution. While ia alm-f#
every part of the civilized world the blew of deflru@icn
ts hurled at the inftitutions ot man and ot heaven, while the
political univerfe is convulfed to its centre, ar d war with itg
tremendous horrors ravages the works of (reation, this day
by millions of treemen is celebrated throughout united Ame.
rica as a period of human happinefs, 2 monument of the in-
fuperable fpirit of freedom, the ackrowledgcmernt ot the
rights of man and the gifts ot God. Hail bicit 2ra which.
proclaimed to an approving world the triumph of freedom
and virtue, over tyranry and oppreffion, when trom an almoft
vuinhabited wild a ation burft into being! It will be re..
membered with triumphant fatisfaltion while liberty is deap
to man, it will be told to future generations when thefe
hearts have ceafed to palpitate, it will be an irfiru@ing
example to the human race. On this aufpicious day while
the heart bounds with joy and gratitude to the fupreme Be-
ing, it becomes a nation highly privileged for its bleffings to
Yearn the caufes ot national profperity and to avoid the origin
of political misfortune. To colle@ trom the example of
other nations, from their rife and decienfion, from our
own follics and tumults, trom the fuppofed vices and virtues
of the day, trom the rvatural tendency of popularand unpop-
ular principles, to rcflc@ on the pait the prefent and look
forward to the tuture, from the patt to calculate what is to
come, from the great political drama of human lifc to ex-
plore the caufes ot private and pubiic felicity, and from the
whole to learn what is and what is not conducive of the
greateft poflible happincfs to our fellow beings is a work of
humanity and the duty of ftatefmen and philofophers, buttar
t00 extenfive for an occafion like the prefent.  That Ameii-
ca as a nation has been happy beyond example, tha hke otha-
er nations the has reccived her portion of calamity, are (s
which nced not to be told, aud paft and prefent experience
*imprels this torcible truth that all popular governments ove
been and in a degree muft be fubjeét to convilicn. To

avoid thofe commotions incident to almeft every xr:‘.ztvtiun,
and
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“and eftablith our rights on the moft permanent bafis, it is ne-
ceflary among other things, to cultivate a fpirit of true mo-
rality and religion among all clafles of men, to feclude our-
felves from all foreign concernsand condu@® with a becoming
and dignified moderation in party politics.

A great body ot people a&kuated by different motives, in-
terefts and feclings will not at all times a& in conformity
with right, without fome tic or compulfion. Hence lawsare
made for the obfervance of civil obligation, but laws arcbut
feeble barriers againft long rooted habits of vice. It be-
comes neceflary then for a nation which values its profperi-
ty to inftil into the minds of its fubje&@s independent of all
yeftraint fome ruling principles of aétion. Morality and Re-
ligion are thofe principles which muft eftablith permanent
fecurity and permanent happinefs. As in private {¢ in pub-
Yic life vice contaminates the effence of every good. As im-
merality by flow degrees deftroys the individual, in the fame
manner does it undermine the public. As rmorality adds to
the peace of one fo it muft to all, asitconftitutes the content-
ment of domefliclite fo it is the true foundation of pubiic
happinefs. The man whodifregards the rightsof individuals
will negle& the public good, and will facrifice it when inter-
fering with his private intereff. H: who regards not his
own charatter, will not regard the dignity of his country, and
he who "vill plunge himfelt into infamy will not care to up-
Lold a falling country but add his weight to accelerate its ru-
in. IHis elevation is marked by the demoralization of mun,
his example a poifon to fociety. ¢ What is religion bura
“‘beliet in fomething higher, more powcrful, more living
¢ than vifible human nature and a perte@ conformity to that
¢ fuperior Being ?""  What is morality but upright conduct
as to ourfelves and mankind ? 'Will the man who regards not
himfelt, his neighbor or his god, become a good member of
fociety, will he add ftability to a good government or his exer-
tions exceed the narrow confines of a felfith fpirit? Can itbe
faid of him who contemns al! religion as a farce, that he will
not'hold ia difdain all focial obligation ?

Will the fmiles of infancy, the tear of the orphan, or the
grey hairs of old age move the pity of his heart who has faid
to virtue and morality, ¢ I defpife you,” and to religion,
“* thon art an impofition” ? Look to thefe countries where
the names of morality and religion are not known or defpil-
£, wiere the ¢ i{ts ot the Creator are trampled under foor

by unbouncea
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by unbounded defpotifin and where liberty, property, happi-
pefs and even exiltence are dependant on, what for the hon-
or of human nature ought ncver to be mentioned,tiie will ot an
individual and that too independent of law and the more pow-
erful claims of nature. See man the proud propricter of this
lower world debafing and debafed, perverting richt and wrong
in eternal contufion, the bounds of evary principie of virtue
and humanity overleaping, and on the mistortuees and depre-
cations of milljons eftab'ithinyg teniples and throres of tyran-
ny ! Sce the poor oppreflud to pamper the rich, the indigent
to fatisfy the luxuries ot the great und defpifed honefty the
prey of voracious harpies! Brhot the expiring vitin draw-
ing the dagger reeking {rem his brealt and whide afking mer-
¢y prefenting it to the tyram whe muvders kim. No dawn of
fcience here beams herpleafing 1oy, no pure morality to make
man confcious of wreng, no religion to refirain thofe de-
mons in human form who fubvert the righis ¢f nature and
wield the fhafts of omnipotenie.  Cun we look to thofe be-
pighted regions of another world and while obferving the ab-
je& debafement ot the hnman fpecies, doubt whether moral-
ity and religion be produnltive ot public fecurity and tran-
quility ? It muft be acknowledged that that government
which is compefcd of chiraéters of no principie, is condu&@-
ed by nothing but the b.ufer paiors ot man, which, while
contending intercfts fhake its tyrndation muit tumble in its
original nothing and in iis tall mar every blefling of fociety.
As a nation we may for a iime maike a briliiant thow of illu-
fivc profperity, but it will be no more than {plendid mifery.
That individual contentmert which is voi! of moral re&i-
tude of heart is on precarious tenure, an! fiender indeed is
that public happinels which refls oa the tabric of vice.

Among the many degrading errors into which America has
fallen is a predileion for fume foreign nation. A blind in-
fatuation fecms to have led us into a belief that not merely
other goveruments, laws and religion are more perfeQ than
our own but their very acknowledged errors are imputable to
the vi:tues of the heart.

A ftriking embicm of the ftrength of prejudice and of hu-
man inltability ! That America of all nations cf the carth
fhould teel or marnifelt an attachment to any other power than
our own is indecd fingular.  Of none do we atk any favor.
To noune are we indebted for any particular obligation. Our
commerce is dependant on no nation fo far as te make us

fervile
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fervile to their withes. For our fafety and prote@ion we
mui rely folely on ourfelves and for our honor and dignity to
fhow a partiality in any poffible fituation is highly debafing.
If then we gain nothing by ovr friendfhip, and are under no
honorary obligations, if it involves the fafety, honor and
happinefs of our country, why fhall it be fuid we exercife an
unneceflary prejudice, fo injurious, produ@ive of every evil
and no oue good cffc@? Men are fometimes driven to form
attachments to another dominion from oppreflion in their
own. Ru:ligious perfecution, political tyranny, and proud
diltin&ons of rank between man and man have created in
many, an averfion for their own, and affc&ion for a differe
ent country. Far diffcrent from this, is our fituation. No
dire oppreflion holds here her dreary reign, no defpot at
whofe nod we tremble, none of thofe fcourges of human
kind who riot in the fmiles of greatnefs and the degradation
of mzn. Hcre no empty titles confer a fuperiority, and here
religion open to all, and forced on none, findsa willing pro-
te@ion. Hcre too, the oppreffed of the earth have experi-
enced an afylum of contentment, Andis this the nation
which rejeéts her native feelings and beftows them on a dif-
tant and ungrateful world ? Muft it then be (aid of America,
that while poflefling a governmient that affurded a moft am-
plc prote&ion, laws that fecured to us our focial and reli-
gious rights and cvery happinefs which man is capable of en-
joying, we have given up thofe bleflings and groped after
fuppofcd felicity and in the regicos of a diftant country ? Rea-
fon and patriotifm cendemn the imprudent thought.,  An in-
terference in the affairs of individuals forcibly exhibits to us
in miniature, the ruinous confequences of interference in the
affairs ot other nations. It involves us in unneceflary quar-
rels and difpuies among ourfelves, it totally unfits cur judg-
ment as to the merits of the contcading partics, it creates na-
tional jealoufics againft us, it gives to thofe, who are trait-
ors tu their country, an opportunity of {preading foreignin-
Aucnce under 2 popular impulfz and pretence of patriotifm,
it creates in us a love of eother governments and religion and
an-averfion to our own, it leads us to adopt their principlcs,
their habits and their vices and maft fatally eftrangss our
minds from our own interefts and concerns. Why then
fhould we turmoil and treuble ourfelves about thofe things
which ought not to concern us?  Why hear of {o many un-

happy difputes ?  If fuch a nation has gained a viftory, ts
one
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one it is mattet of grief to another of excefive joy. If this gen.
eral is defeated, pleafure diffufcs itfelf in the looks of all, if
unfuccefsful the voice of mourning is heard in our ftreets.—
Is it then in reality a matter of moment to us whether France
or Great-Britain rule the feas, a Suwarrow or Buonaparte
the world, if we are not injured by their vifories ? Who
does not hold in proud contempt fubje&ion to a foreign pow-
er? And yet in what fitiraticn can he be (aid to be who fordly
hears of their fuccefs or defeat ?  Are any willing 10 own
themfelves partizans of another nation or encmies of our
ewn country ?  Why then do we fee a prlitical preference
given to another power, while ourown lPafcty and jurifpru-
dence pafles unnoticed ? :

Do any wifh to negle& or change our government and a-
dopt a2 new form of govermment, laws and religion ? Why
then are other laws, other forms of government commented
upon with fuch high encomiums, unlefs to pafs a filent cen-
fure upon our own ?

Far happier would it be for us that we fhould never know
of the exiftence of another race of beings than to fympathize
with them in their various fituations. A vaft ocean feparates
us from our mother country, an almoft incalculable diftance
from any foreign dominion. Qur real concerns are few, in-
deperdent of any other power or conne&ion on earth. We
have a government of our choice—families, friends, and chil-
dren to attend to here, all dear to us, all happily calculated
to infpire us with the love of our native foil, the foil which
our toretathers gained by many a bitter pang. Shall we
one family united by every tie that can «ndesr man to man,
deftroy that family, and embark onihe tempcftucusecean of
foreign politics which muft lead 1o a wreek of every enjoy-
meat ? Shall we by our paffionate attachments roufethe fpirit
of conteft, endanger our property, liberty and lives, and in-
volve our country in a dittrefling war? Too late might we
gepent our folly, too late difcover the ruinous policy of one
nation'sinfpe&ing the conceri:s of another.  The bleed of
thou. .rds only could heal the wounds of our imprudence,
and ycars to come inight find them unhealed and feltering with
rancor. Were more reafons neceffary to convince yew of the
-danger of thefe feelings, I weuldtel! you a Wathington, that
model of imitation and perfc&licn, whe is now ne more, and

whofe grave the tears of aa ever grareici country fhali bedew
with livelielt affe@ion, yes, a Wastinngton withhis depart.

| SO
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ipg words, in the {incerity of the molt exalted patriotifm, hat
warned us to avoid thele kind of attachments, has told us of
their pernicious tendency, and conjured us by every thing
that is dear to man to fhun, as the befom of deltru&ion, thofe
extremess of folly, of more than human madnefs. They are
the words of truth, they come from afource of uncontaminat-
ed purity. The records of time may tnoulder in oblivion,
and generations fucceed each other to the tomb of their fore-
fathers, but the dying words of that moft beloved charaer
can never be forgotten, they mult be remembered with
mourntul pleafure, they will be felt by everv true American.
Since the crigin of civil fociety all governments have beea
more or lefs liable to unhappy divifions. Sometimes the in-
tolerancc of religion, fometimes the corruptions of civil gov-
ernment have b-en the means of a lafting quarrel, and as oft-
en have mankind quarretled about nothing at all.  From the
example of other governments it feems as if they contained,
within themfclves, the fecds of their own deltru&ien.
. In America we are prefznted with the interefting and a-
larming pi&ture of two grand parties, both of which appear
fanguine in the jultnefs of their caufe. It is thus that a na-
tion favorcd by heaven, ‘whofe happinefs has been more than
commenfurate with any power below, and whofe liberties and
government have beea famed throughout the world have
found mraus to make themfelves uchapoy. I addrefs myfelf
to no partv.  On a duy confecrated to the celebration of free-
dom and peace, th. fhund of party cught never to be heard.
Y addrefs voua as the lovers of the liberties, government, and
religisn of cur ¢omman country. T come not here, my
friends, to cenfure you for b.ing divided, to expole your
Julllts as obje@s of remor(:, or blame you for exer-
cifing the vighis of men, the rizht ¢f thinking as we pleale.
I with to quell the (pirit of party, not inflame it, to heal the
wounds of difcontent, not open them atrefh § to remind you
that twentv five vears ag) our ancefters, through every difh-
cuity and diftrefs artendant on human cxertions, declared ¢
the world their int-oendenze, and in fupport of it appealing
“tn the fopr-m - Judg: of the univerfe for the re&itude of
¢ ineir intentions, pledged 1o cach other their lives, theie
¢ fhrivnes, and their facred horors” —T'o imprefs on you the
duty and importaice of preferving that indepeadence unfullied
t) padarity o thar as diviitons have taken place, they vught,
25 a1 as the nature of the cafe wili admit, to be remedicd,
that
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that as the crelt of party has arifen to an alarming height, it
ought to be allaycd, not by an outrageous oppofition, but by
mutual moderation and forbearance. By moderation, I mean’
a due rcfpe@ tor the feelings and opinians of others, theugh.
comtrary - our own—Dby forbearance, a determination not
to abufe and villify for a diffcrerce in fentiment. For years

alt we have fecn liule elfe than a general and unlimited
eries of milufe of chara@er. I fome parts of the United
States certain pclitical tenets have been held in high cftima-
tion, in ether parts thofe fame principles have ferved enly as
a general licence for abufe. Hecuce quarre!ls and difputes
have too frequently taken place, ard all parties feem to have
been determined to fubftantiate the truth of their principles
more by force than reafon. No way o certain could have
been taken to undermine our peacc, cur fccurity, our happi-
nefs. Docs the experience of man'ind teach us that the o-
pinions of men zre formed or overcome by compulfion ; are
prejudices done away by fear, aid the rules of right implante
ed while the lath hangs quivering over its vi&im ? Mackind
will always think for themfelves; if they are wiong fome
other way than cocrcion muft be found out to reclaim them.
ConviGion by argument or by reafon will lat forever. A
forced convi&ion will 1ait tut for the moment—it will lait
no longer than a dreal of cvil prefenis itlelfy it will then
burft forth more furious, more aafu! than befere.  All be-
lieve themfcives the fupporter: of our Bibertics and conflituy
tion. All believe theadclves in the rizht, and cach perhaps
as capadle of judging who or what s sizht as the other,
There is no fandard of right and wron:, 1o whicll we can
refort to determine cur Giffcrencey, as meil men are poverned
by intereft and prejudice, and man kit at beft but a flzrda
ard of impertcttion.  Our intercfts are different, cur mindsg
will difagree, our prejudices are ttoong,  they will be re-
moved ouly by that which removes cvery prejudice, a belicf
that they are wroay. Do think alike is impofiitle: as then
ia relizion, fuin polities, let crrorand mifuporchernfien alone
they witl contute and deltrov themfeives. No dtdirine het-
tile o focial aud political bzpypincds can long remain ponulur
amonyg a arce amd eolighteacd peeple. Words and {ounds
may ieca wiile detude, thetite of paty b it whitking vor-
tex oy dovoar the rel{ aoand ol Giosof taan, falfe theary
may prefent e wind an uatied foone of fvture blifs ar?

Linaginatic:
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imiagination in its gaudy colours pi@ure out a furrounding
Ely fium. '

But when the paffions fubfide and deliberation takes its
turn to reigi, whzn mankind perceive they have been led
altray by a phantnm, they will by degr..es return to their
wouted mode of belief and azain cement in the grand mafs of
focicty. But commence a vmlcl.t oppe fitien againft them
both thame and pride will lead them to uphold their princi-
ples cven if they belicve they are wr-ng. There ought not
to be affixed to any particular denomination any unjuft far.
cufms or frandalizing names to irfluence the tormation of
opinion and no untair cemparrifons mnade to create unnecef-
fary diftin@ions betwzen our feliow beir gs. 1 my wcigh-
Sor a bad 1aan becaufe he thi- ks wff. tent from e, and muft
he be decricd as void ot principle and merit? M-t my friend
b exp‘odud tor a fuppefiu wrory o pi'.i‘m ? Weythendo
ve daiiy Year the names ot Nonarcky?, Ariffocrat, Angl fed-

et anl Tpr) nn the one ke, v sther that ot D:jbrgan—
fzer, Facou:n, Re'v,lu.‘.,n zorand Atheif # Wil names which
have oo 'n"mmg intho caitry conviélion to the rational

mind 2 Will untounde l .-f vt s clofe up the faft widenin

chalar of exatperated party 2 Wil torrents of abufe make
cusiverts to truth, or £, port a jult caufe ? Away then with
thole unfeeling {vertties, thofe cruel feoffs fo often made
ufe of to tHemauz - the boft ot chara@ers, that diftinguith a
mob rather than men of candor, whichk tend. but to miflead
and by miﬂuiing divile. TForever banith all toelith diftine-
tions tound. d in mif: ')pnhcm..m, and which make men
think cach inimical to the otiier.  Cun ws for 2 moment ad-
mit the uncharitacle doubt that a large proportion of our
fc''uw citizens are enemics toour country and attempting to
d:troy its liberties, the deftru@ion of which muft cqualiy
Involveusali 2 We mmay, with truth, fu ppnﬁ. mdw:uua's
ambitiovs, In purfm: ot that ambition firring up the pecple

and decciving many horoft mea, we may fup-w)fc: themuling
the vileft m »s to eff & their purp. ofes, and wifhing taover-
turnthe powcrs of this world, aud ﬂ..;lc the gates of heaven
itf.1%, but we cannot briieve the great body of our natien is
ver fo corrupt o void of all lﬂr‘ﬂ: ot bonor, of national dn:' 1.

1y aud happinels, as to be willing to {acrufice o the altar ot

" paniy the conftituiion and governmet of their country. A

lare change is made iu the adminitixtion of our goverument.
A arw
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A new choice of men is made by thie people ard a new order
of thingsis about to take place.  Treg vornment of Wath.
ington and Adams is n» mor=.  Thut govornnen t, undcr
which as a people we have been havpy, asa rztim have ace
quired an honorable, a digrifi.d nume amoong 1he kingdoms
of the earth, under which we have t)Lp(.l'lClllel to s ful]
extent civil and religious libaity and have fcen what is to be
feared we thall never again e, wilidom and ttability in ovr
councils, is no more. The time may come when we fhall
long to return to cur former firnation when it will be cut of
eurpower; we fhail then call torccolle @ion the men we have
difplaced, the meafuies we have nurlued, and while painful.
ly obferving a talling country lock round i vain tor a Witha
ington, an Adams to prote& us.  Birt they are no mere, and
no protcting arm remains to (teer us through -he danger of
the burfting flerm.  Some fortunate demag gre of pewes
may rife on our ruins, on the ruinc of our piollraye govern-
ment, and cre@ a throne of the moft defpotic wyranny. May
heaven fhicld us trom f{o diteful a calamiy ! 1 wifh not 10
anticipate evil, to picjudice vour minds againft the prefent
officers of our government.  They may be geed men.  But
of all parts of the world America hes net to dread a more
cruel deftroyer than frequant charge 2nd revolution, The
hlﬂory and example of all nations is betore us, they afford 2
folemn memento of avoidancs againft thefe dangerous ﬂma!s.
We may foar on the pinions of vifionary theory, we may be
pleaied with the idea of nvolutlun, and wifh for centinual
overturn, but fure we may be it rocks the bafe of liherty and
foils the beft attemnpts for. good government.

But as an overturn in the adminiftration of cur gevern-
meut has taken place, it now becemes our duly, however
much our feclings may have been eppofed 1o the change, to
fubmit to and fupport the cheice.  The greater pant of us
have belicved the prefiding fficers of cur governmert ime.
{Nﬁpermen. Time and experience nly can determinc.—

cre we to judge only by what hashappei.ed fin.ce their accefe
fion to office we thoald be l(d to foirm an untavoerable opinien
of 1that candor and impartizlity which ought wver to metk
the meafures of public men and which we heped would dig-
nity our firft magiftrates.  Men of unexcepticnable charac-
ter have been removed frem ffice, and others, of whom tre
{ay nomore the public thought highiy improper Lave been pus

ic the'r
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their room. Thefe things are mentioned with unfeigned
forrow ; it is hoped they form no part of a gencral fyftem,
but are“merely forced excrefcences of the fpirit of revolu-
tion. But of the true chara®ers of men who have been and
now are in officc we cannot torm a perfetly jultideca. There
was a time when what was printed was true, when fals
came forth to the world fupported by fome authoritv. But
the time now is when cur nation abounds with printers who
meanly praife and flander from habit, whofe fole employment
appears to be, to propagate the moft {imple, yet malicious
falfehoods. Many things are faid without foundation, and
many perhaps too true. To believe or difbelieve all that is
faid would be weaknefs, to know what part to felect as truth
or falfehood is far beyond the capacity of man. To prejudge
or be bent on determined oppoflition would not be a mark of
candor or patriotifm:. It is not mercly the name of Adams
or Jefferfon that can add happrincfs to America or create uni-
ty among her citizens, it is the condut they purfue.  Letus
then form our opinion by that ccndu@®.  Let it not be faid
that the State of Connedticut, juftly tumed for its ftability in
the fupport of government, has retufed its fupport for the
fame government on accouut of a difappuinted cte@ion.—
The love of our country does not confift in ditermined oppo-
fition to men of a curtin aefeription or firenucus »dherence
to thofe of another kind, but in a perfevering re&itaide of
“principie.  The fiteiy of Ametica does not depend ou one

man,
Thatliberty which reftc ou an individual isbut cf thort du.
ration, that power ulurped by him is cqually trail.  He
“might iniure our national charaéter, moke 1nfralions vpen
our couftitution au! purfue o hine of -condut detrimental to
our peace and happinefs.  But would you f{r2 your property
taken by viclence for oppreflive taxauon, yeur commerce de-
ftroyed, your government and conflitution overturned, & laws
madein fubverfionof morality, religion & the tiberiivs o your
" country, and make no effort forredren? Nt in the frantic
fury of party, the iiconfiderare raflinels of an ungoverna.
bic mob, norina terrent ot pufitfunimous 2bufe, Lbut 1na
manly, digunified, fixed refiltance, founded on princiate, void
of a cpward tear, brezking over the meunds of eppofition and
furmoutiting every obftacle impofed by an urjuft and lawie(s
infringemeat of power.. Ycs you would do ity and huri that

' nouficr
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monfter from his throne however firongly entrenched by pew:
er and fortified by the vaflals of greatnefs who thould dare
with uplifted hand to ftab the honer of his country. [If thea
our Prefident follows the undeviating line of reQitude, he
ought to be prote&ed by every honeft man, if he does nct we
fincerely hope the men who kave helped to raife will help to
level him with the commonality of mackind.  But of men in
office let us at all times ju'ge with fairnefs and underftand.
ing. A thoufand fufts are reiated concerning them which at
firft firike vs withindignation and attonithment, and the im-
pulfe ot the moment would lcad us to any meafures however
extreme for their deftru@ion. But when an explanation is
made, their condu@ appears juft and hororable.  An unjuft
jealoufy of our rulers is preduétive ot the worft of confequen-
ces. A paflive fubmiffiun to ufurpaiion of power is to the
extent degrading. A fawning flattery of government and its
meafures, without reafen, is chntemprible, an urbcunded a-
bu fe of the fame without juft foundation is vrmanly and in-
human. To judge with candor isthe duty of all. The truth
is our rulers are like ourfclves, fubjuét to mifcalcularions,
paflion and prejudice, like vs their judgment is fallible, like
us at all times liable to crr. No change or overturn can re-
medy thefs evils, Manwillalways be man. Nathing fhort
of an almigh'y power can am:liorate his heart or perie& bis
undasftanding. I cannot conclude my remarks without a
few obfervations on the compuiative fituzrion ¢f the United
Srates at the clofe of cur revoluion, with its prefent dif-
trafted fitwation. Lock bock to that period when Wath-
ington amid the thouis, corvratilations and tears of thoufands
was called to prefide over s valt repubiic compofed of more
than three mitlions of frecwen, whon with «very mingled
emsiion of jov and and 279 atien k- oir was filled with thefe
ever memorahie words ““Love L1ve GFORGE WASHING-
TOoN,” when the hearts ot a!! cverflowed with the moft pro-
foand and unuierable graviade, when the inhuman ravages
oi' a defirnftive war kad ccafed so A fslate acnce land of hap-
pinels, when ¢he war weorn foldier and their veterun com-
manders fieed trom the'r miinhty teil retuined liome to blefs
their happy familics, whon <hrooch an arduons fiuegle for
every thing that is dear to mar, threugh svery varying charpe
of tortunz, from dep-cili on to elevation, froa defuair to fuc-
cels, frem the moft huwtling defeats to the moft gloricds
vilory
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viQory we eftablithed an independence fuperior to the malig-
nity of monarchy and founded on the immutable principles of
right; then my friends was a feafon of delight of inexpreffi-
ble felicity. No hated feuds exifted to mar the charm of prie
vate life, no party {pirit to difturb the mirthiul glee ot the
domeltic focial circle, no horrid war of clathing opinions te
wound the feelings of friendfhip, no curft ambition to moleft
mankind, no venomecd envy tu fap the merit oi each honeft
deed, no fears for the deftrution of our liberty, no abufe of

rivate chara&er and public virtue, no detraQion of every
created inftitution and no general difturbers of human felicity,
but all were happy, all anited, all leudly vocai in praife of
liberty virtue and their country. Thefe were the days of old
and this the {pirit of former times. They arc gouc they will
geturn no more and a mourning county nuw teels and has yet
to feel their lofs in bitter remembrance. Now how aft inifh-
ing the contraft! That giganiic monfter Party Facrioxn
with huge ftrides ftalks this weflern world : at times retiring
and flackening its pace, at times progrefling with lav:iefs tu-
ry ard in all fitvations an awtul picture of huaman weaknefs
and human depravity. At its thrine private and public vir-
tue is immolated—genius talents and patriotifin bow at its
footftool and the hunian pallions waked from their dormant
manfions march forth with matchlefs ardor to the field of ac-
tien,

Throughout anited America nought is fecn but marfhallzd
battalions ot clelioneeriag turics leading on whole troops of
depraved wreicties 10 a contefted eletion, nothing heard but
the horrid din of overheated partizans and the fpiteful venoem
of audacious falion. Diitruft and jealoufy have gone torth
and inflamed the minds of men ; man has become the enemy
of man and the defpoiler of his own fpecies. Can we louk
on this fcene for a moment, can we contraft our tormer hap-
pincfs with our prefent fituation ard look to-our country with
indiffcrence and unconcern? Shail we once more regain our
former blifs, once more be blefled with the fmilcs of peace
or are we dormed through progreflive timz to war with our
own fpecics ? Oh let not the fpiritof party drive you to mad-
nefs, let it not devour the vitals of our country—it is the
ficrcelt of furies, the worft of curfes Omripotence has lett
unbridied upon man—it will receive you inio its bofom from
which like the grave of morstality there is no return. Scek

truth
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gruth that ornament of every thing that pertains to man,
Though clouds of party for a while bedim its luftre, though
jealoufy adds falfe colours to its purity and vice holds it forth
to the world in derifion, it mult finally prevail, and like the fun
in the heavens move on in its courfe unerring and rejoicing.
But are you bent on party fpirit, let me for a moment bring
to your recolletion the defolated ficlds of America: War
orce ravaged their fertility, the fhepherd forfook his fluck,
the hufbandman his plough, the thorn and the thiftle fprang
up where the beautics ot nature were before dreifed in their
gayeft attirc and all wore the face of mourning and forrow.
Let me point you to Danbury the place of your nativity, where
lic entombcd the athes of a Woofter, and others who fell in
the caufe of liberty, let me afk you if you have fuen it razed
to its foundation, an awiul blaze confuming its tuildings
while clouds of fmoke in facred majefty afcended the fkics,
have you feen the temple of God in which fome c¢f you were
wont to worfhip laid level with the earth, and the terrified
iuhabitants flecing in every dire&ion for fafety, with no
power to prote& them trom abufe or thield them trom deftruc-
tion ? Yes thelc thiigs you have feen and have learnt by [.d
expericice the offe&@s of foreign war.  But how much more
dreadiul the offects of civil war—ihe perhaps temote yet
certain confequence of panty fpirit—where ail is ore ferre
of diforder and tamult ot dilmay and terror, where all cun-
filcnce is b.tcayed and focicty unhinged, where law is per-
verted and juitice caw down, whore treuchery and murder un-
der friendthip’s avafk deftroy the:r viim and the biuckpd s
of night is but a cover tor tre.{unand dewch, Botoreth a
youare refolved cneterual enmity and difcore, firft leck tottre
manes of your flanghicred countrymen, to the ficlds of boitle
where 2 Wafhingion fought, a Montgemery bled and ¢ind,
where calpiey dewfuands viclded up their bicath en the tune-
rexl pile ot ithoriy, avd Lohold thole heroes of America il
g in the peeceivl flombersof cternity. Tt was for you they
feucht, ior you they bled and died, to eftublith thofe rights
whild we this duy commeniorate. They call wloud fos uii-
ty, they fummon yon from the regivas of the haupy, 10
proie@ the inheditance they left yeu unblemithod. Froon &
profpet veyoad the veit or inis world Ceey view ot bhaosicus
fulicitude your conduct and with awtu! inacdate vl reqaire
at your hauus thule facred depotits whach their lives bave
(. alcd,
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fondad. Will you anfirer the fpirit of fevemty fix is no mzre,
the genial fire of liberty is extinguifhed, that it is dwindicd
% a name, that government and defpotifm . are infeparably
sonne@ed and that party reigns on the ruins of freedoin,

vernment and relizion ? For the honor of man, of the pre-
Ent generation, of America at large and of every thing dear
to humanity, let it not be faid we are guilty of fuch bafe des
generacy.  Bihold humanity weeping over the evrors of folly,
patriotifm configaning to ublivion the miitikes of good inten-
sions, charity fpreading her veil over a thouland wrongs and
the fitpation of our country requiring unity and peace.  Let
ws return to concoerd, let us return to happinels. The wile
dernefs thall bud and bloffom in the beauty of peace, andeach
fer under Lis own vine and figtree in the fweet fmiles ot con-
tent.—Lct true morality and religion, true liberty and good
guvernment be the pride of your hearts.  Cherith them as
the foundation of all focial all political happinel..——Prote&®
them independent of forms, of names and idie protefftans—
Ainatica may yet {urvive the lourimg florm and yet become
she prido aud ornament of the human race.





