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THE Committee of Arrangements, in behalf
of the Town, retarn thanks to Mr. Burces, for
the elegant and fpirited ORATION delivered by
him this day, and requefl a copy for the prefs.

WiLrian ALLEN,

Turomas P. Ives,

James Burrire, jun.lCommittcc,
Joun WarerLE,

WiLriam LarNED,

Providence, Fuly 4, 1801.

GEXNTLEMEN,

THE People of Providence merit and always
may command my warmeft gratitude. With their
requeft, made by you, I readily comply ; and beg the
honour of dedicating to them the following curfory
remarks, which you are pleafed {o politely to digni-
fy with the name of an Oration. It is the produc-
tion of a few days, inserrupted by iH health, and
profeflional avocations. It has many imperfe&ieons,
which a want of time will not permit me to correé.
‘Thefe I hope the People of Providence will forgive,
If they read with the fame generous candour which
gave their attention to the {peaker, it will more than
fatisfy, : |
Gentlemen,

Your and their moft obliged

and moft humble fervant,
TRISTAM BURGES.
Providence, Fuly 4, 1801.



AN

ORATION.

TWENTY-ﬁvc 'years ago, the fathers of our
country delivered to the world the Declaration of
American Independence. That declaration cenfe-
<rates the Foarth of July, holds out to us the char-
ger of freedom, and bids us forever remember the
day which firlt fhone on its exiftence. The Ameri-
can people have obeyed the injunttion, and always
folemnized the birth-day of their {fovereignty. Once
more the annual fun of our political year has rifen
on the world ; our national independence is fill our
own, and again we hail the morning hallowed to free-
dom. On this occafion, the hardy genius of our
country does homage to the caufe of man. To-day,
Labour rclaxes his finewy limbs; Agriculture leans
on her plough, and Commerce furls her fail. The
eyc of Omni{cience, whofe immeafurable ken looks
acrofs the regions of tne univerfe, and diftinftly fur-
veys the widely-extended kingdoms and empires of
the earth, can furely find nothing in all this world,
to mortals more fublime, to Heaven more accepta-
ble, than the united hallelujah of a great, an inde-
pendent nation cf free and happy men. This is
found in our country. At this moment, the whole
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nation, as one auguft aflembly of Lx millions of peoa
ple, is offering up to Heaven the incenfe of grati-
tude: : : -

Amipst thefe delightful emotions, the erigin of

them fhould not be forgotten. Let that national in-
dependence, which we. {olemnize, be the mighty
theme of contemplation. To think coolly on this
fubie2 has notalways been in our power.  This an-
niverfary has often revolved, when more, far more
fervid feelings glowed inthe bofom of our country.
At this time, no ftrong and univerfal {entiment agi-
tates the American mind. Weha enowar; weare
threatened with no invafion; Labour in tranquility
reaps the fruit of his own toil.  "Lhis crowded COlI-
courfe evinces a joyous occafion. Thoufands of
glad fouls'{fecm to look through the vivid counte-
nances of thisnumerous afleinbly. The arms ad mi-
litary habiliments wuich glitter before our eyes,
‘areworn to-day, morc to ernament anational feftival,
than to difplay aay fervid and hofiile fenfation.
. Ix what manner, then, fhall we contemplate our
independence ? You have, often. been told the
dreadful ftory of revolution, in ail v¢ glowing dic-
tion of patriotic eloquence. Weuid you liffen to a
repetition of the bloody narrative 7 Muit we pals be-
fore our recolle&tion the mifery of our fathers, be-
fore we can rejoice in the profperity ¢f our ¢wn con-
dition ? Muflt we break up the confecrated hofom of
the earth, harrow cut the banes of our buried he-
roes, and bear them along 1y military procelfion, that
the awful fpectacle may inipire us with courage ?
True, our liberties were viotated, our country was
oppreiled; but when we have taken vengeance c¢n
a foe, to reproach is pufillanimous. St have we
enough remaining monuments of thofe dreadful day:=.
The travelicr yet gazes at the once fortified hiil, the
¢ green tomb” ot the warrior, and the {cattered
hones left wiiitening on the field of battle.

WirL a recoileltion ol all the horrors of our
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revclution lay before us the priuciples, or point
to the means of defending our national {ove-
reigoty ? It would call up our feelings ; but what
have feelings to do in fuch enquiries ? Have we af-
fembled merelv to 1avigorate each other’s patriotic
feelings, and form relolutions of unchanging attach-
ment to our indepeidence? Let the man hide him-
felf, whofe patriotiflm and refolution need fuch
auxiliaries. Has memory a tablet on which they
are not infcribed ? Did not the bofoms which nur-
tured the infancy of millions who now celebrate
this day, beat with the {faine divine principles and at-
tachments? I truft in God, the hour of danger will
never find one of this affeimbly lingering in his coun-
try’s defence, becaufc be has nat been told the ftory
of her former f{ufterings in the caufe of freedom.
Liberty 18 of value, intrinfic, unlimited and immeocr-
tal. Who can calculate its worth? Who, in {uch a
calculation, will add the little fractional circum-
ftances of acquilition? ITad our independence coft
us no toil and blood: had it been guaranteed by the
nattons who oppoled it; and, from an ancefltry older
than tradition, defcended to us like the foil we inhe-
rit, could it, for thele accidents, be lefs valuable ?
Should we relinquifh it with a lefs violent ftruggle ?
Should we not then, a3 we do now, guard it as the
temple of all our rights, nor ever futfer the unhal-
lowed foot of powver to ftep over its confecrated
threfhold ? :

My Countrymen, no vicicnce will ever rob the
American people of freedom . and independence;
but deception can do what vioience can never per-
form. Fleets and armies, revenues, courts of juf-
tice, and magiftrates, give no fecurity againft de-
ception. In vain are we told of Britifh cruelty, and
French benefaltion ; in vain do ouranniverfary ora-
tors call up before our eyes our country’s wrongs ;
thev may ¢ atale unfoid, whofe lighteft touch would
Farrow up the foul;” but all ip vuin, if we lack dif-
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cerngment, if we fuffer the veil of deception to bé
thrown over cur eyes. It 1s opaque as night. Bew
tind its dark fhadow our enemies will filently ap-
proach, and, in an hour of unfufpetling fecurity,
rifle us of freedom and independence. |

Tre bulinefs of to-day is, therefore, lefs to feel
than to reafen. Let us pafs by the fufferings of our
eountry ; let us forget the joyoufnefs of the prefent
occafion, the civic and military parade, the feaft and
the fong; let us contemplate our awful liability to
‘be defpoiled of freedom and independence, by poli-
tical deception ; and then, for a few moments, look
after fome of the means of fecurity againft its fatal
delufion.

MurrrLep in the venerable robes of Patriotifm,
political Deception fleps foftly and filently on to-
wards the perpetration ¢f dark and bloody deeds.
It whifpers {ufpicions into the ear of Jealoufy, gives
to the tongue of Calumny a louder clamour, and
goads Fattion into his wildeft and moft ungoverna-
bile frenzy. Thefe delufions are favoured by that
mifty atmofphere of paffion, which forever fur-
rounds the human intelle&t. Humanity, like the
varying face of a vernal morning, can toeaft of no-
thiig permanent. Man is diffatiched with the nre-
fent. A reftlefs mutability of foul gives his ear,
witn eager credulity, to every whifper which can
promife a better condition.  To fuch a temper any
government will be grievous, while there 1s one fear
that it may be unchangeable. Innovation wiil be
better than permanency, and though monftreus and
abfurd, it will be called reform, and receive the be-
nedi@ion of the votarics of change. When thus
prepared, deception is welcome to man. The hu-
man mind is bold and afpiring. By ncceflity alone
it is governed at all. Frcedom is the pleafant
inheritance of nature; reftraint the ecumbrous and

ainful concomitant of law and fociety. Thofe ve-
ry laws which fecure enjovment, and guard from in-
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jury, hang like a heavy yoke on theneck of that wild
and ungovernable fpirit, which pufhes men beyond
the dominion of all reftraint. All are too much dif-
poled to theie feeiings ; and there are times, in eve-
Iy country, when demagogues may call, and be ap-
plauded for ¢alling, juitice oppreflion ; government,
tyranny ; fubjetion, flavery; and when univerfal
licentiou{nefs will be hailed, as univerfal emanci-
pation.

History will belt illuftrate thefe remarks, and
lay before us the fatal cfe&ts of political deception.
The popular and afpiring Pififtratus withed 1o be
the tyrant of Athens. He took the democratic fide
in all public debates; and ftood up the intrepid-
vindicator of liberty and the rights of man. He pro-
cured his friends, and partizans, to call him the man
of the people. Wounding him{elf and horfes with his
own fword, and reckingin blood, he drove his chariot
tull fpeed through the city into the agora; and with
aloud voice exclaimed to the people, then in public
aflembly, < Behold the wounds I have received fight-
“ ing for your liberty—your enemies would fasrifice
“ me to inflave you.”” ¢ Who hereafter at the ha-
¢ zard of life will be the friend of the poor?” De-
ception was complete. The Athenians fhouted ap-
plaule; gave a guard of {oldiers to the man of the
people ; with that guard this patriot {furprized the ci-
tadel; furced his oppofers into exile or fubmifficn ;
{ubverted the government of the ftate, and became,
whathe firt withed to be, the tyrant of his country.

RoMmE, before power had rendered it unneceffary,
always offered her alliance to the people fhe intended.
to conquer. ‘This magnanimous pietext of fecur-
ing liberty, often gave the independence of nations
1to her hands, and reduced fovereign {tates to tri-
butary provinces. Towards the clofe of that
republic, when the {pirit of the conftitution could
no longer balance the fiery element of the people.
the whole commonwealth feems to-have given itfelf
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up to deception. It was thea that Claudius, the
infamous engine of tyranny, would crowd the forum
with Appeniné bravos, mingled with {laves and
gladiators, the very fweepings of the ftreets, the
foul and loathiome fcum of city democracy. and in
this outrageous mcb huzza the diflates of the
Pompean triumvirate, and deluded Italy 1eccived
them as the laws of the Roman people.  That netion
muft be credulous iadeed, which could be thus
deceived. When will the mob «f Columbia dic-
tate laws to the citizens of New-England? Not ur-
til lordly difl:pation fhall riot in the {poils of their
Jabour; not until foathern flavery fhall fcatter her
fable children 2long the green hills of the Noith;
not untitl American liberty fhall proudly embrace
the chain that binds her to the wheel of tyranny.

- WaeN Celar, warm from the conquelt of Bri,
tain and Gaul, returned to enflave his own country,
what did he fay to the Roman people? Not that he
delired dominion. No; dittatorfhins and imperia)
crowns had not a charm for him. Liberty, Roman
lberty, had drawn his fword. Affe&ionate regard
tor his fellow-citizens called him towards the city,
at the head of his holtile legions. When ke had
freed the people from the tyranny of the {enate, he
would lay his laurcls and his arms at their feet, and
become a private man again. The viftory of Phar-
falia gave Rome to his power, and convinced the
people that all his promifes were deceptions 5 that
he was a tyrant, and they were flaves.

Mopern times afford more firiking examples of
political deception. Europe has palled through
many mutations, fince the Roman Eagle took his
laft fiight from the cliffs of Albion. While Iberia,
Gaul and Helvetia, were eonquered and enflaved,
the Celtae in the regions of the north enjoyed a
kind of favage freedom, wild and 1macceflible, like
their own native forefts and mountains. Nearly
all the liberty of Lurope was buried, though not
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extinguifhed in the feudal fyftem. Even in thofs
d .tk a.es the holy fire gl.mmesed, hire ani there,
on the chaotic {urfice of the political world; and
fometimnes, like the flames of Etnr and Veflu ius,
burlt fro.n the lurid clouds which feemed to conm
c=il 1ty and fhook tae whole fabric of {ecular and
ecci>fisftical defpotifin. We behold s corrufcations
in the Caftilian rovolt, the Helvetic confederacy,
the league of the United Provinces, and the magna
charta of Grzut-Britain.  The condition of Europé
h-a for centirics been fftening into fomething like
freedom : but ‘i1 the cm- ire of law was lefs exten-
five than the domiaton of wili; ftitl oppreflion might
frown, ard flavery muit cower bene:th the knoty
fceptre. Tomen nth s conditinn, the houe of {ree-
dom was, like a be.m fhot from the effulsence of
tie throne of heaven. furrowing with light the
dark bofm nf Tartarus; «nd bl:fled, thrice blefl-
ed, were thofe evangelifis, who firft preached to en-
flaved man the olad udtiigs of liberty ; bue forever
execra‘ed be tnat ¢cold, initdious. political hopocri-
{7, which lured to freedom, that it might betriy its
deluded votary into a mere cruct bo.dage. How
has malevolence fporied with the difappointed hopes
cf humanity ! :
Wauat a deception on Etrore, on the werld, is
the Irench revolution! But, acove all, how have
that unhappy people been deluded! They were told
they were flaves, and {o they were. Are they now
free ? Liberty was echoed in their ears, only to in-
duce them to change theirtyrants. They have vuar-
fued their promifed republic through all its muta-
tions ; and now, de'uded mertals, though governed
by the faore and the bayonet, they chant the fong
and celebrate the feftival of liberty ! They were op-
prefled with thrones, atiftocracies and priefthoods.
They have abolifhed them, but where is theirliber-
ty ? Do we bchold it in creating, or diffolving the
couftituent affembly ? In the deftruétion of the new
B

]
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or the oid conftitution ? Innaming or depefing the dis
re&tory ? Was the council of five hundied tie reprz=
fentative f the people, or1s that renowred Corficon,
who fucceeded them by the unanimous confent of
his troop of grenadiers? Are tne iwves, libertics
and property of the n«tion gu.ranteed by the heiaes
of ribbers prowling the interior, or by thie unpaid
armies which hover on the confines of the countryv;
or is the fiift conful the fafe depolitary of ail thofe
hallowed rights, for which they have {piit {0 much
blood, and exhuulted fo much plunder? T'he dema-
gogues of Fra ce found the nation worfirivpii-g def-
2oti{m, vct fighing for freedom, and ardentiy willi-
ing for a republic to reccive their adorati n. "They
changed the name and form of tyranny ; this cclud-
‘ed people fancy it agovernment of theircwn cnoice,
receive the ghoft of a conititution with {houts ef
gratulation, and fall proftrate before the caricatu:e
of their itmaginary idol.

To thefe examples, let us add a few inllances
from the kiftory of our own country. What was
the whole {yltem of Britifh parhiamentarv pro_edure
againft thele colcnies ? It was one unchanging feries
of political deception, all defigned to cheat us into
a kind of prefcr:ptive liabi:ity to taxation, without
our cenfent. What was ihe oppofition ¢f France to
our entire independenc: on the nation; of Euwope ?
It was a comment on ber former conduct to us, a
comment of awful importance to the American na-
tion. By this fhe declured her deceptive preten-
{ns, and publifned to us, and to the worid, the
motives which calied ber into a defence of our
rights. She wifi:ed to humble the pride of her ri-
val, and change our Britilh for a Gallic dependence.

‘WE have been told, by authority too highly ofh-
cial to be doubted. that thc political differences in
our country, are difterences between ¢ brethren of
the fame principle.”  Let this be an axiom ; lct the
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truth of it be uncontroverted ; and by this axiom
2t us wmesiure the conduét of a large portion of the
¢itizens of the United States, fince the commence-
mient of the federal government.  Apparent cppo-
jitton has cxifted. It cannot be denied. Our con
greiitondd debates, papers, harangues, cietions, ahd
even uur private converfations, can witnels that
apparc it oppofition has cxifted. For thele twelve
yeuis, wo hme fcen 1t in every form; we have met
it in ewery diretiion. It has accofied us in the
ftreets, in the counury, at home, and abroad. DBut
« we are ail brethren of the f{ame principle.”
Whence, then, this continwed and unchanging appa-
rent eppofition, {o widely diffufed, and fo affiduoufe
}y fupported ? Why was the i‘edcral coniftitution pro-
fcribed even in the infancy of ex:ftence? Why have
the fame men, who then oppoled it, waged perpetual
war with the adminifiration? The funding fyftem
injullice ; neutrabity. national ingratitude to
fiance; the treaty with Grest-Britain, *)uﬁllammous
partia-aty to that naton ; Englith ipohauon, a pre-
datory war; French depredation, legal reprifal; the
trmty, opening the Welt-Indies to our commerce,

promiiing remuneration for injuries. unequal
and oppredlive ; that which fhuts out cur fhips from
all co! uial trade, and with proud neg'zct pafles by
compenifation for plundesed commerce, generous
and reciprocal ; the ftamp-att, a mere repetition of
Briafh tyranvy ; the provifional troops, a ftanding
army in tine of peace; end a law, to prevent pub-
tifhing falfe and malicious calumny againdt govem-
mwt, an oppreflive violation of the fieedom of
fpeech, and the liberty of the prefs.

Avrr thefe thing- have been affirmed by antifede-
rahifls; they have all been denied by federalifts.
But if the prefidential axiom be tvue, and who will
fay that 1t 1s falfe >—we aie all “brethren of thefame
orinciple ;” and all this antifederzlifm, this outrage.
ous clameur againft the goyernment and adm:piiirs-

o
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tion, i but political deception. The cid trick of
demagogues. who, in the career of ambition, prus
dently lay afide all principles which are nct light and
flexible; who would, for a few. years, write, has
rangue. and almoft f -ht, in difguife ; wiro would hae
gard a diflolution of the u..ion, ¢iv.l war, and revos
luti n. fcr the noble, magninimou: and patriotie
g:llrp {e, of changing the olficers of government,

v Countrymen, this re ds a feariul iefion 1o us.
The {ame ¢ edulity -.bich beicves one improbas
ble falfchocd, miy be iniuced t believe anothers
the fame ~illainy, which dcceives fer ore puip fe,
will ceceive for another ; ti: {ame nation which
‘thay be cajoled cut of its fuffrace, nay be chieated
out of 1ts liberty; ar d the fime gng of political hy-
bocrites. who, by deception. Laft themfilves into
ele@tive author: 'ty, would, like the tyrant of Athens,
ercét the throne of their unliinited ard hereditary
dcminion «n the ruins of popular liberty.

Ovuxr country, with all the comm feration of
youthful intocerce, and holpitable as uncontami-
pated humanity. has received. and &iil wich inviting
munifice:.ce docs receive,intoits bolom the urfortu-
nate. and tre p.riecuted, of ail theearth. Has not
this ho{pitaiity been abufed? Iiave not crowds of
mifcreants, grouped with the ruiied and the wretch-
«d, under the imnofing garb of d:f}rc'is, found a
fanftuary in American Commiferstion ? Amonrg thefe
ave rifen up our apofiles of moderniiberty, philo-
forhers of the new fchool, d fciples ¢f the Gedwins
and Condorcets of Europe. They now are, as they
long havebeen, from one erd of the Urniied Stares
1o the other, pouring into the public mird thode
principles, vwhof: poifanous intuciice has {o long
convulled tre Fzflern world. Onthe rudinenis ¢z
diberty they are readi. g kauaea to us; and from
‘the emigrants of counirics, where aviflccracy, anar-
«ehva-d proud rebeliion, or nrouder tvinmry, have
Ykl ir deminion, from Ddb, Liench and Ciful-
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pine philofophers, we are, with moft philanthropie
¢a dour, now learning what freedom is, and how
the United States ought to admmifter this governs
ment.  Alreasy have their deceptive principles des
tudcd m:ilions. Alveady from u.furgent france,
that exhauftlefs fource of {plendid example, ha-e
they learned to fafcinate with the mchantmene of
pames. They, and their prefe’ytes, have confecratw
ed themfel.es to the prepofl flions of Amcricans,
under the oince fucred and long endcared name of ree
pubiicans. When cxhaulied anathema had hurled
hertat bolt at the friend. of the old adminiftrationy
at all who could be neither deceived nor purchaled,
they were then, by the new republicans, witha tru-
ly philofophic dexterity. devoted to national preju~
dice, under the abhorred appellations of ariftoerats,
gories, a Britith fation—the advocates of . mo-
parchy and hereditary power. How often thefe new
vepublicans call themfeives “the patricts!” How
fluently they echo th2 rights of man, the liberty,
the will of the people! What on inexireflibly affece -
tionate rcgard they feel fortheirfellow men! “Ro-
befrierrc. 1n all his gloiy. was not like one of thefe.”

“ Wanat fhel! we {1y then?” Is not the indepen.

ence of the Uiited States, are not the liberties of
the Americen prople, @t a more fatal hazard, from
pol:tical decertior, than from war, or any other,
the mo!l tertible mmifter of national ruin? Or can
eny thing move important arreit our prefunt at-
tention. then fome of the means of fecurity againft
its fatai detuiion?

Wiuex demasegues tell the American people,
as thev often do, that they are flaves, becauFe they
Live vnder the dom pion of law; when, in the rant
of new phiizfophy, they promife the bappy ftate of
nature, the golden age of perfetted man, the politi-
cal mittienuium of the world. the deception will van-
iih, if we but confider the kind of libexty which can be
¢.joved by man, and compare the condition of our
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own eountry with fome other regions of the earth.
The liberty promifcd by the new philofophers, is
but the liberty of doing whatever you will.  This
mxghz be realized, if but one man exifted ; for
thien no one could rife up with a will comrary to
that of this folitary tenant of the world. . But when
‘mitlions of men exilt, with wills as numerous. and
as diverfe as numerous, who can challenge a right
to the 1udulgence of his own? How obvious the
neceflity, that each muit conform to {fome commen
rule. of adtion? This common rule is law; and a
power to do whatever this law permits, is civ:l
liberty : all the liberty mun in {ociety can enjoy,
and more, infinitcly more, than can be tound n a
Atate of natuve, with all its boafted indulgences of
wne wild and untameable fpirit of man. This liberty

the American people have, and they will have 1t
in the higheft perfection, when they live in the
moft entire conformity to the laws. Are we not
fatished with this, and tne other bleflings of our
country ? Then let us look abroad into the world,
and lcarn to defpie the nnpoftor, who would de-
cetve us with promiles of a better condition.

On the other America liberty has never fat her
foot, fince the innocent and happy aborigines were,
by the mx‘Tonancs of Old Spaw, pioufly baptifed

n the blood of their country I'he colonizers of
‘thofe re;_,xons, and their poflerity, h.».\ e becn doowed
t0 dig th.fe mincs, for which they {iew the original
'propnetors, and give up the fruit of their l“;. ;2T to
fatiate royz! avarice.  The hollow fides of Perein do
not, like our verdant Alicganies, echo with theig
of liberty. . The proud Andes look down on a
world of flaves.

Tuose rivers which fertitize and gladden the val-
lies of our country, zre received 1o the be fon
of that ocean. whele billows iave the fhore :,, and
drink the turbid lireams, that roil along the browr

eterts of Africa.  If parure has foattered apy ofher
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ifts over thefe arid realms, the favage ishabitam
has left all things, untouched by culture, to degene-
rate into the {terility ot a wildernefs. Irom Babel-
mandel to Caflraria, from Good Hope to Maurita-
nia, the eye ranges aiong 1n vain to find the mart of
commerce, the vale of agriculture, the temple of
devotion, the abodes of fmiling civility, and real:
where peace, independence andfrekdom refide. T “e
pale rofe that bloffoms there, fcatters its blighted
leaves cn the blalt of the defert.  There the {uperfti-
tious native wutters his evening ejaculation to the
moon, which with a fickly viage looks down, ard
kurries cver the waftes of Zara. Avarice, folitary
avarice, vifits thefe fhores, picks the golden atoms
fiom the fands, and begs, or buys, or fteals, the
miferable native. Look from Atlas to the Ni‘;e. It
is a wafte cf defolation, or the den of more than fe-
rocious barbarity. Here you ftart at the tvger,
srowling behind the ruins of Carthage; there you
behold the {ucceffors of Barbaroffa, training their
banditti on thofc fandy fields, which i the Augui-
tan age of Rome were the garden of the world.

O~ Afia, the reflidence of man in all his primitive
bleflednefs ; that region of the world of which Para-
dife was the epitome; on Afia feems to have al-
Jlighted the curfe of human difobedience, and doom-
ed the millions of its inhabitants to favagenefs cr
flavery. The brown Tartar, that wanders on the
mountains of Mongalia, is o more a civilized man
than his Scythian anceftor, who prowled the fame
wildernefs two thoufand years ago. The artful Chi-
nefe 1s cheated into flavery, and trembles while Le
thinks on the tyrant of Pekin, who, from the fe-
cluded majelty of his pavxhon, commands his man-
~darins to foften the rigour of defpotifin, by gra-
cioufly permitting his imperial vaffals to call him
-great father of his people! The torpid Gentoo may
be patient, but he muft feel the fcourge of European
-1apacity ; he muit fhrink when the tyrant of Deitn

Oy
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lays on him the iren {ceptre of cppreifion. - What
think you of the courtly snd holpitable Perfian?
The will of a capricious aud crucl monarch, is the
terrible law of his deiliuy. Amidit the profufions
‘of his native chuntry, tie cannot call even the watep
which he dips from the brock his owr ; {ome infirus
ment of delpotifm may * dafh the untalied moifture
from him.” The cold hand of oppreflion has biight<
gd all the fair regions of Aliitic Turkey. Where
once iidultry, opulence and arts refided, dcfolation
now italks over the ruins of ancient grandeur; and
flavery, recumbent on her chain, looks with a pals
Jid vifage on the u.icultured fields.

Wiio of us would be an Ewiopean? From the
founding of Argos, the iirft city in Europe. to Nel«
fon’s war on the Baltic, a duration of alm-ft four
thoufand ycars, alth ugh many, very many, {plen-
did atchicvements ginter along acrois the tract of
ages, and light the eye of recolleciion back tow.rdg
the dulky origin of man; vet how often has that re<
.gion been the {cene of all that can fink or ficken the
pride of humanity : devaitated countrics, nations
enflaved, and perifhing empires. What does Eu-
rope now exhibit to the world? Conqu. ft, like the
incroaching billews of the ocean, has fwept away the
lefler ftates, and buried them forever in its deluge,
Venice, once the pride of the Adri.tic; whole fiects
-poured out the warricrs of the crofs along the rocky
{hores of Paleftinre; whofe heroes, on the wails of
Candia, fought the whole force of the Ottoman
power, and for twe:ty years, amidft the ftorm of
more than fifty battles, ftood the unfhuken bulwark
of Chriftendom, Venice is now but a pealhed
member of mutilated Auftria. The other republics,
fcattered over the Alps, from the banks of the Medi-
-terranean to the confines of Germany, where are
-they ? Hiftoric curiofity may rcad the names of
Lucca, Genoa, Geneva, and ail the once famed con-
federacy of Switzerland; weeping humarity may
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gaze on their defolated vallies, their rocks and
mountains ; but fhe will find their independence and
freedom no more. The headlong Rhone, whofe
waves have been dyed with the blood of their war-
riors, may plange into the ocean, and wafh away
the ftain; but what ablution can whiten the hands
of a nation, which firt {cattered the firebrands of
revolution among thefe innocent and happy people,
and then flaughtered them on the high places of their
freedom, amidft the flaming ruins of their country ?
" Horranp could refift the inundation of the fea,
but revolution has fivept away its fovereignty. A
few Gallic foldiers now hold in awe the daftardly
defcendants of thofe gallant Belgians who ftood in
terrible array on the confines of their little common-
wealth, and would have torn up the dvkes and given
their country back to tlie dominion of ocean, {oon-
er than bend their necks to the yoke of France.
Wrhat de we find in all this excurfion, in all
thefe countries, to awaken the envy of Americans?
‘what to diflatisfy us with our own condition?
Among them all, can a people be found more libe-
rally blefled, who enjoy morc freedom than we en-
joy? Even add to thefe corrupted England, and re-
generated France, with all the old and the new li-
berty, fo much the pride and the boaft of each na-
tion, and what then will be the conclufion? Men
who reafon atall, after exhaufling the world forex-
ample, will exclaim, Humanity, here haft thow
found the prolific fource of higheft improve-
ment; Liberty, prophaned in every other re-
gion of the habitable world, behold here a govern-
ment, and laws devoted to thy worfhip. Beware
then, my Countrymen, beware of thofe who would
khurry yow on to innovation ; who preach the per-
fe&ability of man—the ftate of unlimited freedom.
The warring paflions of humanity forbid it—the ex-
periment of the world explodes the Utopian fallacy.
PoriTicar, like all other deceivers, addrefs
C
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1b¢mf~lves to qur warmeﬂ feelmgs, our ftrcmgcﬂ anrg
moft invéterate prepofleflions. They know how
dearly we prize our freedom and independence.
Britain cryelly opprefled qur fathers—France fought
agamﬂ their enemies. Young and inexperienced
America conld not look through the fair face of ac-
tion ; the motives of an old and artful monarchy
lay buried from their view. Gratitude to France
was then ag natural as indignation to England.=<
Thefe two fentiments ran through the. minds of the
whole American people, and at this moment millions
in our country confider them as the primary princi-
ples of the revolution—rthe vigilant fpirit, the guar,
dian angel of our freedom 2nd irdependence. To
thefe fentiments the votaries of foreign influence
bave uncealingly made their addrefs ; and by their
initrumentaiity we muy yet be deluded, and our li-
berties become the fport of Eurcpean caprice. Is
is for us, by anoble effort of candour, entirely to
examine, and then we can completely remove, thele
caufes of delufion.

- It is a duty every nstion owes to itfelf, to refift
the aggreflions of powerfui fovercigns on fmaller
ftates, and prevent their adding, by conqueft, new
firength to their already too potent dominions. In
the pratiice of this duty, the pelicy of every ftate
has found itz own fafety ; but in the difcha:ge of 1t,
foyereigns never, until laulv dreamed that they
conferred a favour, or acquer an obligation. It
is like the union of travellers againft a band cf rob-
bers—their iitercit 1s commoen—the fafety of one is
the {afety of all. Did theleague, which fnatched the
United Provinces from the ambitious grafp of Louis
the fourteenth, give the relt of Europe a title to
their eternal gratitude? When the brave Sobielki,
with his warriors of Poland, raifed the fiege of Vien-
na, and refcued the Houfc of Aufiria from the Otto-
man power, did he, like medern. benefaltors, talk
to them of gratitude? No; he felt that the fame
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glorious vifory which preferved Germany, was.alfo
‘the falvation of his own kingdom.” When France
beheld the United States fevered from Eungland, fhie
beheld a limb lopped off from that giganuc power,
at whofe prowels the had always trembled. - Leta
union of America with the Britith empire be pro-
poled; and what would n t France facrifice to pre-
vent it ? More, ten times more, than fhe facrifited
‘to promote a fep ration. It was therefore the intereft
of France which cailed her fleets and armies qvér
the Atlunt ¢; and now the, and her friends, demand
our gratitude, for good deeds d :ne to herfeif!
But had Fraice becn magnanimoufly difinterefted
-when fthe waged battle agar-ft Britain in the Ameri-
-¢an war, could that have created an obhigtion,
“which o atter: condutt could cancel? Muft I be-a
flive to him who has done me a favour 2  Does not
he who would betray the warm bofom of gr:titude to
the perpetration of bafe and perfidious deeds, more
than cancel obligation? Does he not delerve the bite
tereft execrations of n:fulted humanity ? ‘Shall the
diffolute mifcreant, whole hands are ftained with
p :rricide, even while he riots in the fpoils of pater-
-nal wealth, fhall he, becaufe his father was my bene-
‘fa&tor, demand the aid of my friendfhip, the firength
‘of my arm, te defend his guilty hiie againit the juftiee
and indignation of his country ? How often have
France, and her votaries; told the ftory of ancient
favours, to allure the youthful and unfufpefiing
heart of America inte a participation of all their
-mdern abominations. For dceds done in our .war,
by men whofe names and famiiies they have blotted
from the catalogue of life, they demand a gratitude
which binds our national will to their plcafure, and
at once facrifices our independence. May we not
rcmain neutral ? May we not adjult differences with
other nations ? No, replies France. Wage a war
of extermination againft my enemies; or I wiil
‘fecize every American fhip that fails the ocean.
“What {ay vou, my Countrymen, do not thefe things
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cancel obligation? You muft take from France and
her friends this engine of popular deception, this
national gratitude ; orby it you may yet be cheated
out of your fovereignty. You muft regard that
nation as you regard all others in treaty with you,
from whom you expe&t nothing gratuitous, and to
whom you owe no favour.

Ovur country will, I truft, never be endangered
from Britifh influence. If we exert all cur national
forgivenefs, ftill a recolleftion of her cruelties to
us will remain too ftrong in the public mind to ad-
mit even a fhadow of partiality. Itis violent enmity
to England which we oyght 10 avoid; for it is not
poflible to hate a nation without feeling undue par-
tiality to its rival enemy. On this weaknels of
our nature the new republicans have framed their
catechi{m of political virtues. The {fame article of
it which commmands us never to forgeta national fa-
vour, forbids us ever to forgive a national injury.
This fyflem of morality is an 1mprovement on Celtic
fable. Thofe northern favages never dreamed it
poflible to nourifh eternal revenge by any rewards
within the compafs of time. They therefore promif-
ed thofe who would never forgive, all the horrible
fruition of a Paradife, where the war {ong fhould
~echo through the hall of Woden, while their grim
ghoils quaffed flowing ale from the bl :ody {culls of
their enemies. The new republicans, without the
atd of fition, have breathed the unforgiving fpirit
into their diciples; they have only promifed them
the univeakabl: pleaivrs of telling thewr ~hildren’s
ch:ldren that Britain, once our oppreflor, is now for-
ever deftroyed; and thoufands In our country
would, if wifhes, or prayers, or execrations could
effe&t it, would, by one horrible convulfion of na-
ture, fink the whole ifland down to the ecntre, and
exult while they bcheld the billows of the ocean
clofing over ten millions of the human race. This
may be pious, it may be Chriftian, it may be hu-
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_.mane ; but it is not patriotic. Although itis mag-
nanimous to bear the foul above national antipathy;
although the voice of the Divinity eighteen centuries
ago whifpered in the ear of offending man, ¢ Forgive
thine enemies ;>’ yet not for thefe reafons do I now
recommend national forgivenefs. Ileave thefe mo-
tives to the honour and the piety of my country;
‘but ali you who have patriotifm enough to defend
American independence, remember, that all violent
‘national antipathies expofe you to the infidious ap-
proaches of political deception.

May America never be deceived. Pale defpair
will then fit on the face of our enemies. Already
are they afflured wa: can never fubdue us. Britain
will remember the hardy valour of our infancy;
France cannot forget the fpirit which nerved our
arm againft rapacity. Deception is now the onl
hope of our enemies, and their deluded friends.
They know valour is no match for fraud; firatagem
will circumvent the proweis of Hercules. They
kncw the ardour with which we love liberty, and
abhor tyranay ; how foon jecalow{y, with all her ter-
rit-le auxiliaries, may be roufed into fury. Athens,
Italy, mcdern Europe, and even'our own country,
rcad leflors "of perfeverance to-them; of conftant
and difpallionate vigilance to Americans. Beware
of thofe who exclaim, your country is opprefled by
the energy of law and government. Remember the
imperfettions of man; law, and freedom, and foci-
cty, muft expire together. Look round the world,
a2nd throngh all time—tt> c-ean nev-~- -rathed a
ihore, tie fun never fhone on aregion, where liber-
ty and government held a more united and triumph-
ant dominion. Liften not to the voice that calls on
the ardent prejudices of the public mind. It is the
voice of deceivers. Say to them, gratitude expires
as the haughtinels of degrading demand—Irdepen-
dence is a facrifice too rich to offer for already re-
muuerated favours, It is not patriotic, to nourifh
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enmities that expofe our country to delufion. Even
the American favage buries his hitchet and his ha-
tred togetner, when the intereft of his tri -e demands
it. Is 1t heroic, to mutter revenge aguinit a nat;on
whofe armies we have {o repeatedly vunquifhed on
the field of battle? Nc; let ourneutrality be a neu-
trality of feeling, and carry along with it the whole
American mind. Let the nation, fatirfied with the
enjoyment of her own libérties, rife in ali the mag-
nammity of impartial attitude, and ftand fuper.or
alike to acrimonious enmity, and fond prepofleflion.
Then fhall the arrows of political dece,tion full
“pointlefs by our fide, and our freedum and inde-
pendence flourith, unwounded and immortal; then
fhall Apawms, the younger brother in the caufe o
liberty, forget American ingratitude, ai.d the me-
mory of WasuineToN be eternal in the {pirit of
bis couutry. ' | '






