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Sermon,

ROMANS XIIIL 10.
Love worketh ne il to his neighbor.

. BrinG invited to preach to a fociety of Free
=" _and Accepted Mafons, it is a happy circumftance
~ to know, that they confider the Bible to be the
- word of Ged ; alfe profefs to be governed by its
facred rules and requirements. For now a text
- may confiftently be chofen from the Sacred Ora-
cles, to be the foundation of a difcourfe ; and from
the fame fource every truth may be fupported.
There is alfo reafon to hope, that divine truths
will be ferioufly regarded, and make a {fuitable
impreflion on every mind.

By the word of God we are aflured, that the
end of all things is at hand ; and that but a few
things will furvive the final diffolution of this
world. The things, which will remain after the
laft fhaking of the heavens and earth, are the only
things, which can then be poflefled and enjoyed.
Among the durable unthaken things, which will
remain, love is one. Now abideth faith, hope,
and charity, (or love,) and the greatest of these is
charity. And among the feveral {pecies of love
exercifed by men, thereis but one, which will be
a fource of everlafting felicity. This is the love
mentioned in the tix:, which worketh no ill to
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mankind. This cannot be affirmed of any othe
kind of love. It exceeds every other affe@ion in™
excellency and glory. It is the foundation of all
happinefs, the fource of all good, the only firm :
bafis of every fociety, and the only tie of ever- -
laftinz friendfhip. What theme then, on an cc-i' y
caficn ike this, can be more profitable ?

My detign is to defcribe this love, as faras my . -
limirs- will admit; and fhow, that it cannot -
produce any evil, g

Every affetion has an obje&. Where there is - :
love, there is fomethinz which is loved. And
that which is loved, is the obje& of love. The
only way to afcertain cleaily the nature of any
affeion, and to ditinguifh between one and an-
‘other, is, by attending carefully to its obje&. The
objcct of that love, which the law requires, is
bappiness. If any inquire, what is love, what
arc its cxercifes ? the anfwer i3, aelizbt and desire.
'This 1s true of every kind of love.

A love of property is a delight in it, and a
defire for the increafe of it. To thofe, who have
this delight and defire, property is a fource of
picafure. And a love of honor is the fame.  All
who have this affcétion, are plealed when
honored ; and have a defire for honors to be mul-
tiplicd to them. And, by a particular analyfis,
we thould fird that conjugal, parental, and filial

affeCtions, and love of every fpecies, is a delight
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and pleaicdnefs with the obje&, and a defire fur
2ts increafe and profperity.

Of courfe, asevery kind of love is compofcd
of the fame ingredients, the enly way to diflin-
guifh between their different natures is, by attend-
ing to the thing loved.

Water, {pirits of varions kinds, the {pirits of
vitriol, and many other fubftances, are all of them
liquids. When infpeCted by the eye, we can fee
no difference among them, except in color. The
difference in their nature we learn by the differ-
ent effe@s they produce. In like manner, theugh
every kind of love is a delight in 1ts objedt, and a
defire for its gcod ; yet by attending to their fev-
eral objeés and operations, we find their natures
are very different, and produce very different ef-
fe@s. This will readily be feen by the following
remarks. o

Happinefs is the obje& of the love iatended in
the text. Not our ows, but the happinefs of
c¢thers.  In the happinets of cthers this love de-
lights. It is a {fouice of refined pleafure to thofe,
whofc hearts are warmed with this afic&ion.
They rejoice in i, whenever they behold it
They have alfo ftrong defives for the increafe and
diftafion of happinefs. Mankind always defire
the increafe of that, which is the fource or their
greateft delight.  Such arc theingredients of this
love ; a delight in the happincefs of others, and a
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del:re for the increafe and diffufion of it. Let 1t
be remembered alfo, that there are as many {pe-
cies of pleafure, as there are fources of pleafure.
Accordingly fome kinds of pleafure are more re-
tined, more fatisfying, and more durable, than
cthers.  And thofe pleafures are the moft refined,
the moft dignified, fatisfying, and durable, which
arfe from a contemplation of the glorious charac-
ter of Jehovah, of his Son Chrift Jefus, of the
hoiy kingdom of grace, which he is ere&ing,
with 1ts glories.

When we {ee others filled with the happinefs,
which 1s derived from thefe glorious and eternal
objedts, this happinefs affords thofe, who have
this fove, far greater and purer delight, than any
of thofe kinds of pleafure, which are derived from
worldly and temporal fources. All other kinds
of happinefs, but this, will have an end. When
this world, with all things 1n it, thall have an end
and be confumed, as we are aflured will be the
cafe; then all the happinefs, derived from tem-
poral {ources, will alfo have an end. But the
felicity, arifing from the contemplation of divine
vbjedts, will continue, incrcafe, and be durable
as cternity.  This then is the happinefs of others,
in which the benevoient {oul will take the moft
refined, fatisfying and exalted delight.  While he
rejoices to fee othiers enjoying other kinds of

Ieafure, piealure arifing from worldly poflefiions ;
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he will rejoice more abundantly, with more pure
and exalting delight, in beholding others poflefling
that kind of happinefs, which is derived from
divine and eternal obje@s, This is that kind of
happinefs in which the benevolent foul will efpe-
cially delight; and the increafe and diffufion of
which he will ardently defire.

Now you have diftin&ly before you the object
of that love, which the law of God requires. 1
pray you, keep it in view, lofe not the fight of it.
Thofe who defire that otkers may enjoy this hap-
pinefs, love their neighbor as they do themfelves.

Let us now attend to the operations of this love ;
remembering, thatlove is an operative governing
principle in the heart.

If you delight in the happinefs of othcrs, efpe- -
cially in beholding them enjoying divine happi-
nefs; it will be your defire, that your fellow
mortals may poflefs it. It will be your delire,
that their happinefs may increafe more and more
forever. As mankind always feek the good of
the obje¢t loved, you will exert yourfelves to dif-
fufe happinefs through the world. Whatioever
might leflen or deftroy the happinefs of others,you
will avoid. As it is the tendency of {in to de-
firoy all happinefs, you will hate it, aveid it, fight
againft it, and account it your greateft mifery;
becaufe it militates againft your wifhes, and the
purfuits of your hearts.
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Every thing which is neceflary to the increaic
and diffulion of happinefs, you will love. Yeu
will therefore love holinefs in all its various and
numerous operations ; becaufe they all tend to
diffufe the happinefs, in which your fouls delight.
Whenever you {ee others poflefling the love now
defcribed, it will be afource of delight to you.
For fuch are united with you in promoting the
objet of your fupreme affe@tion. Thus this love
15 an enemy to all moral evil. Itis a friend to
every thing which is good, excellent, and holy,
to every thing which facilitates the diffufion of
happinefs.

This love is diffufive in its natures Its oblet
is the diffufion and univerfal {pread of divine hap-
pinefs. It leads perfons to fpend their time, im-
prove their talents, and ufe all the means in their
power, with perievering exertion, in promoting
the increafe and diffufion of happinefs through the
world. |

Suppofe all men poflefled, were a&uated, and
governed by this love. Then they would mutu-
ally {feeck and promote each other’s happinefs with
united exertions. They would unitedly fight
againft all evil, and promote all good. ‘They
would never render evil for evil. They would
ne more flaughter and deftroy each other with the
fword. Inftead of curfing, they would blefs each
nther; inftead of retaliating, they would return
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good for evil. Moral evil, in all its direful oper-
ations, would be banifhed from the world ; and
every thing, which is excellent and praife-worthy,
would be practifed through the earth. Peace and
righteoufaefs would fill the earth, This world
would be a paradife ; and fatan would be confin-
ed to his prifon, and deecive the nations no more.

Such are the operations, effeCts, and fruits of
this love—the love, which the law of God re-
quires all to peflefs. This love, we fee, worketh
no ill to his neighbor; its fruit is the univerfal
diffufion of happinefs. The fruits of this love are
not yet univerfally experienced ; becaufe but few
are yet governed by it.—But, according to Scrip-
ture prophecy, a day will come, when all men
will be governed by it. And we have many rea-
fons to hope, that the morning of this joyful day
begins to dawn upon us. Its dawning rays ought
to animate us all to ¢xert ourfelves to increafe its
rifing brightnefs.

No other love operates like this. Every other
kind of love is pregnant with innumerable evils
to our world. To be convinced of this, let us
only look at the operations of a love of property.
—To thofe, who love property, it is an object
of delight and defire. It ftimulates them to feek
the accumulation of property. Itis their with to
be rich: and no bounds can be fet to its opera-

B
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tions. If any perfon were to poflefs as much
property as any kingdom in Europe contains,
inftead of fatisfying his thirft for more, it would
only be increafed : and nothing fhort of being the
lotd of the whole world would fatisfy him, This
love of property leads men to defraud one another,
to lie, to opprefs, to overreach, to deceive, to fteal,
and even to murder; all for the fake of accumu-
lating wore, and of increafling their treafures.—
What fin can be named, which it has not, and
would not lead men to commit for the fake of in-
creafling the obje@ loved? Its nature is to mo-
nopolize, to engrofs every thing to itfelf. It does
not lead people to diffufe, but to monopolize good.
And the more oae has, the lefs another muft have.
For two pericns cannot poflefs the fame property
at the fame time, unlefs they are in partnerfhip.
And the reaion 1t operates thus, i1s very obvious,
Becaufe it kas ne regard or feeling for the happi-
nefs of others. It dcfires nothing but its own
gratification. It is therefore in its nature {felfith.
It never leads any perfon to feek the good of
others ; it aims only at the good of the perfon
who pofleffes ir, and the good of his children,
and perhaps a few connexions. Hence its tenden-
cy is to cvil only ; and innumerable fins are 1its
fruits.

The fame remarks are true with refpet to a
love of honor, a love of power and fame, alove




of pleafures, and every other kind of love. As
the happinefs of others is not the objet of any
kind of love, but the one defcribed; no other
kind ever leads men to feeck the happinels of
others. They areall limited in their nature ; they
feck only the good of the perfons, who are gov-
erned by them. They are net diffufive, but felf-
ifh ; aiming at the monopolization of riches, of
honors, of power, fame, and dominion. They
are produ@ive of innumerable evils, This, falts
and woful experience have proved from the be-
ginning of the world to this day. For, except a
few individuals, all men have been governed, in
every age, by aleve of riches, of honor, of power,
fame and dominion. And we know by experi-
ence, what woful fruits they have produceds All
the evils, which have filled our world with mife-
ry, thefe kinds of luve have produced.

It is now evident, that every kind of love, but
that intended in the text, aor £eth ill to his neigbbor.
But this love, which the law requires, and which
is a fulfilling of it, wworketh no ill to bis neighbor ;
it is produ@ive of univerfal goed,




12

Fmprobement.

The love, which the law requires, and which
has been defcribed, isthe moft excellent and glo-
rious principle that exifts in the univerfe. The
law then, which requires it, is hely, juft, and
good. Itis natural then, according to this dif-
courfe, to remark,

1. That thiskind of love is the original and
eternal fource of a// good.

All eff:-@s have a caufe ; and the created good,
which des exift, muft have a fuft eternal caufe.
This love is the caufe. The word fays, God is
love. His heart is love itfelf. Accordiagly he
loved the happinefs of other beings. And as the
Holy Trinity enjoyed an infinite fum of happinefs,
and pofleffed an infinite {ufficiency to diffufe it to
the higheft poflible degree, this love moved them
to make fuch a diffufion. This higheft poffible
diffufion of happinefs is the ultimate end of all
the divine operations. But in order to the exift-
ence and diffufion of created happinefs, a race of
beings capable of it muft be produced. And if
fuch a race of beings exift, a world muft be created
to be the place of their abede, furnithed with
every thing neceffary to their fubfiflence and com-
fort.  And when they had finned and rebelled,
a$ man has, a Savior muft be given to die to re-
dcem them ; the Holy Spirit muft come to re-
new and {antify their hearts, and prepare them
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for a world of perfet felicity. A heaveniy world
muft alfo be prepared to be the place of their
everlafting abode. And one obje@ of Chrift’s
afcenfion was to prepare a place for them. As
he faid, I goto preparea place for you. As the
whole work of redemgiicn is beyond the power
of reafon to invent, a revelation was ncceflary,
fuch as the word of Ged is, to give to men a
knowledge ofit. All the ftupendous works of
providence were requifite to the redemption o

man, and the higheft meafure of happinefs. And
all things will finally terminate in the exiftence,
in heaven, of a fociety, who will enjoy the greateft
poffible happinefs.

Thus all things, the exiftence of men and
angels, of the world, the work of redemption, a
divine revelation, and all the works of providence,
proved as effe&s from the eternai fource of love
in God; from a difpofition in him to make the
greateft poflible diffuiion of happinefs. Thislove
moved him to employ his wifdom and pewer 11
forming and executing that plan, which all his
works exhibit and unfold to our view. Thus it
1s evident, that this love is the original, cternal,
and produtive fource of all good.

Who can adequately defcribe or compreliend
the glory of this love, which is the caufe of ali
good? What elfe, in point of excellency, utility,
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and glory, can be compared withit? How glori-
ous then, 1s that heart, which is filled with it !

2. This loveis not found in any natural heart.
It is a fruit of regeneration. Indeed regeneration
confifts in giving us a difpofition to be pleafed
with, and to feek, the happinefs of others. None,
till born again, poflefs it. And in that heart,
where this love dwells, ali the fifter graces live.
Thofe who have this love, are penitent under a
fenfe of their finfulnefs, and humble under a
fenfe of their littlenefs and unworthinefs, They
have faith in Chrift, and are united te him as
branches to a vine. They are meck and lowly,
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, are watchful
and prayerful ;—indeed they are adorned witi
every divine grace.

3. This love is neceflary to eternal felicity.
it is the only grace, which renders us, in a moral
fenfe, like God. This is the grace, which adorns
and dignifies human nature. Thofe only, who
have it, love God and holinefs ; fuch only rejoice
in the happinefs of others, and delight in the
fervice of Jehovah.

Thofe who have it not, are fit only to dwell
with thofc beings, who are enemies to all good,
and, by their wickednefs, are ftriving to deftroy
it. Hence this truth ought to be engraven on
every heart, that, uniefs he have this love, which
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worketh noill to his meighbor, he muft be eter-
nally miferable.

4. 'This love will furvive the diffolution of
worlds. God has often fhook the heavens and
the earth. He informs us, that there will be a
final fhaking; when the things, which can be
fhaken, will have an end, and the things, which
cannot be fhaken, will remain and continue forev-
ér. Thekingdom of Chrift is the thing, which
cannot be fhaken, and 1is to remain forever.
Heb. xii. 26, 27, 28. Accordingly the time is
coming, and is nigh, when God will fhake the
heavens and earth. Then this world will have an
end, the planetary {yftem will be deftroyed; all
the works of men, their elegant buildings, and
works of magnificence and fame, will be burnt
up; kingdoms and empires will have a final end ;
focieties of every name, whether they be called
Miffionary, Bible, Tra&, Peace, or Mafonic
Societies, will be diffolved, |

And who will furvive this general diflolution
of all things, this ruin of worlds and all things in
them? Toofe whofe hearts are warmed and
adorned with this love, when the elements are
melting with fervent heat, will lift up their beads,
and begin the anthem of eternal praife for re-
deeming grace. They will come from different
kingdoms and nations ; from different focieties,
wh:ch are now no more ; from the eaft and weft,
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irom the north and fouth, and meet in heavea.
They will form one eternal fociety. Though on
earth they belonged to different nations aad focie-
ties, they will be brethren, and will be goverred
by the fame love. This love will unite them to
the Triane God, to holy angels, and to one
another, by ties of everlafting friendfhip.

There will be no difference, no diftin@ion of
names among them ; but millions of milliens, per-
feCtly one, will unitedlytake from their heads thofe
crowns; with which Chrift has crowned them,
lay them at his feet in token of {ubmiffion to him,
as the Supreme King of the univerfe ; and begin
to fing, Worthy is the Lamb, that was flain, tc
receive dominion and praife, for he hath redeem-
ed us by his blood from every nation, kindred,
and tongue under heaven.

This {fong will hegin, but it will never end.
This {ociety will fing with tranfports of joy, when
they fec every enemy and all evil put under their
feet; and know, that they fhall progrefs in
knowvledge, in love, in felicity, through an endlefs
duration. O, glorious! O, blefled fociety ! who
would not wifth to be a member of it? This fo-
ciety 35 the glorious temple, which God has been
ereting cver fince the fall, and he will finifh it
in heaven. The foundation there was laid by
grace, and the laft ftone will be laid with cryings-
GGrace, Draceunto 1it, And every one, who has
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this love in his heart, will be a living polithed
ftone in the temple of Ged’s glory. This
temple will increafe in glory and magnificence
forcver ; and it will be the wonder of the univerfe,
difp’laﬁng all the perfé&tions of God with infinite
brightnefs. And ever¥ one, who wifhes to be
eternally glorious and ?\appy will fuffer nothing
to prevent his bemg a pillar in the tempie of
God’s glory. ot

Permit me to addrefs myfelf, in a few words,
to the Free and Accepted Maiouns prefent.

GENTLEMEN,

The con{htutlon and rules of your Society, fo
far as I am acquamted with them, Larmenize
with the word of God. The great prinziple of
your Sbciety, you fay, is benevolent. The love,
which I :ave defcribed to-day, is real benevol:nce.
No othe: kind of love but this, defc ves this
name. ricnce the grand principle of ycur affoci-
ation i1s toe moft honorable and gloricw: in the
univerfe. It is heavenly and divine; and its
objec muft be the diffufion of happinefs. It has
beer fhown, that no felicity but that, which is

founded in benevolence, will be lafting and
eternal,
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Permit me to entreat you, as a friend to your
fouls, to remember what you now know, that no
profeflicns, without the reality of the thing pro-
fefled, will finally profit you. There wiil be a
judgment day, when every charatter will be
known. Then, ifit appegr, that your hearts are
adorned and warmed with tbe benevolence you
profels, you will be bleﬁcd But if deftitute of
it, a mere profeflion will not anfwer, and you
will be accurfed. Then never reft fatisfied with
a profeflion ; fee to it, that your hearts are réally
‘adorned with benevolence. Then ycu may‘ not
only call each other brethren; but you will be
the fons of God, and he will be your Father, and
give you an inheritance among the blefled in
heaven. Suffer not any ‘exterior thow, or any
of the glittering ornaments of this world, any
forms, names, or any thing whatever, to prevent
your earneft cries to the Source of all love, to beget
and increafe in your hearts, that benevolence,
which is the principle of your Society.

It is my with that this love may govern you
this day, in the folemn Inftallation of ycur Lodge.
May the {pirit of John the Baptift, who was the
Precurfor of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and whofe
nativity you this day celebrate, animate your
hearts, and govern you in all your ceremonies.
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Then you will not hereafter be feparated from,
but united with him in heaven, in fongs of divine
praife. |

The day in which we live, is an era of great
events, The light of the glorious Millennium
feems to be dawning on the world, Unheard of
exertions are made by Bible and Miflionary So-
cieties to {pread the light of the glorious Gof-
pel through the whole earth.  And fome Lodges
of your extenfive brotherhood, have done honor
to themf{elves, by contributing generouily to Bible
Societies.

It will be natural for you to refle&, that the
true minifters of Chrift are engaged in promoting
the happinefs of the human race, by preaching
the everlafting Gofpel. You cannot, therefore,
but with them great fuccels, fince, in their work,
they harmonize with you in your profeflions of
benevolence. And when you conlider how many
more laborers are needed i od’s vineyard, than
thofe we now have, and th:it, in order to have a
greater {upply, indigent, pious young men muft
be educated for the miniftry, you will at once
{ee a door opened to advance the caufe of benevo-
lence by contributing, as far as you are able, to
thofe Societies, now engaged in educating fuch
young men for the miniftry. A word to the be-
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nevelent to fhew in what ways they may do good,
1s always fuflicient. How -will your hearts «%--
ult with joy tc hear one and another hereafter cry, -
The glorious day, and our faivation, have been
prou:oted by Mafonic Lodges.

Only a& according to the love you profefs,
and bring forth the fruits of it ; you will then be
cue in fentiment, one in affe@ion, and one in
purfuit. You willret on Chrift, the Rock of
Ages, and remain firm and unthaken as the pillars
of heaven. But if the principles of a depraved
world govern you, diflenfions will prevail in
your bedv, tarnith your glory, and terminate in
your evérlafting diffolution. Benevolence exalts
and dignifies human nature, zndsrenders perfons
aizd focieties beautiful and glerious.  But felfith
affe@ions degrade and fink ‘cur race almoft to a
level with the brute creaiion.  Wherefore, let
brotherly love continue ; then, when your bodies
mouldcr in the duft, your fpirits will fing and re-
joice around the Throne of God ; and your bodies
will finally arife and I~ clorious, like Chrift’s
bedy,and, in union wiiiy the foul, partake of all
the e*ories of the heavenly world.
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A few words to the prefent aflembly fhall
conclude.

Was our nation on this day declared independ-
ent ; and do we enjoy all the liberties and privi-
leges, with which a people can be blefled 2 What
then is wanting to exalt our nation to the higheft
{fummit of earthly glory? Nothing, but to have
rulers and ruled governed in all their a&ions by
this divine principle of love. Then divifions
would ceafe ; and all the evils, which difturb the
peace of focieties, would difappear, as the dew is
evaporated before the nfing fun. "Peace and
righteoufnefs would blefs our land. By ourex-
ertions, the light and bleflings of the Gofpel
might be diffufed through the world.

How glorious will be that day, when kings
and queens will nurfe the church ; when they will
ice, that the only certain way te promote the
profperity of naticns, will be to extend and build
up the kingdom of Chrift ; when the immenfe
fums, now expended in filling the world with
wifery by blcody wars, will be devoted to the
church, that her walls be praife, and her gates fal-
vaticn ; when weapons of {laughter will be
turped intc implements of Lufbandry ; when

favage men {hali beceme innccent as doves, and
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the lion and the lamb fhall feed together : Then
the anniverfary of our Independence will be fpent
in folema prayer and devout praife ; and Mafonic
Lodges, if any fhould then exift, and focieties of
- every name, would re-echo the found through
the earth, and the hearts of all men, with refined
joy, would unite in afcriptions of glory to that
God, whoislove. Now let us hail the day, the
dawniag light of which begins to fcatter the mifts
and clouds of darknefs. Let us bend the knee
before the Throne of Grace, and pray that every
heart may be warmed with this love, Then,
when worlds are ne more, we fhall meet all the
benevolent in heaven, and rejoice in God, and in
each other’s happinefs, forever. Amen,




