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iporer of events, ior the fieod @sf happiness
ﬁwmﬁ a&psm ORF m&mﬁyy, by its Independence, lot 1a
guire Low we cag best commemerits. this w’% i desl O
OURY &ﬁm‘%&m H@W AN We Geat mpmw s mont 1o
ciful dispensationof Divine Providonce; so as to perpe
uate its blessings 6? Liberty md_ Fnd: %mndeme ?mﬁ ‘has
ofteu:struck the writer, that dilatis g on themilitar ;
of the American R@mgﬁﬁm, {which hns long ceased ts be
a novel course,) ‘néver was & very insi ﬂmm one, - ine
stead of loose, popular crmcmm on military ﬁvﬁlﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂg
it would be better ecc&smmﬁy to devote u po? tionef our
pational meeting t0 a review caf the nistory of the:s
ﬂéﬂa}. States, each in its'own jurisdiction, and thus 3 R
o inting theése'dear dmnemc mementem ﬂm ouy hiearts,
Tm vestais n'our political temple arein- .-, @é’ b
overshadowed by ‘the' gmat @ddm herself 038
ﬁ%mﬁ%hm they minigter. - -
~ The central gwemmem of ﬂm re;m%)hc in emeﬂem .
nay adrmirable in its own distant sphere; it TeServeEs
neace among the sister rembhcﬂ at homie, and defends
them most ‘effectually from foreign vwlence. -Btill, | we
~ should not do well to-allow it to engross: our atteation,
much more our regard. - The States aaf* this Unwm, 1et
it never be fm'got e by Americaw freemen, are ﬂmr
mést precious depositories of freedom and domestic hap-
piness. - To these peculiar institutions of our country,
rior 1o digmty and Worm to the dependent 7 o-
mncmgeand cﬁep&mmnw organ izetion of Mher COnY g:gf;;m
this phalanx of republics wrﬂlmg our mniry,
turn girdled by it, which so mﬁ@hﬁm DArRABeS L0 Y
'a%m md m;tiw? we raust flee to shield a3 fromw SR
mmi Mt. aw B my for one Mo ~'

of confederation, m sediesd hy the imparial ger
dor mnd W%W’? of the central republic, from ﬁm: @m@ *zmﬁam%
ty the States. ‘They ave the cradles, W not i1’y
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T@ contribute to perform this duly to our State, we
m @, E}m@f &mﬁ Fan zaﬁ AnBer; ﬂk& k1 mﬁ% dﬁﬁ
no. port ion of the grent xepubh@ of N @rﬂ'ﬁ
QSVESELH SUCh Qid mﬂ nteresting rovanis-
uropesn connection ag anmgpaa Not aven

ancient colony and dominion- of Virginias. por ﬁze
ADE CONSEd ramd bj‘ %ha enm;}mea Of ﬂlﬁ
ilgrims eqms the ancient romance of NMismissip

thers 2 ﬂﬁubt that thay f@m 8 fit ilamdatwn for
pmd@? A genetous incentive to show the euperior-
my ef the Americap aystwa of governim ent o that of
Fhe coatrast of this fmngm gmemmem Wh’ our native
ught with topies of curioel ride and in-
Yet I have found great dlﬁv t¥s m tmcmg
ng like a continuous bme of Missisgippi history.
wa engeging portion of our general story; full
f remantic incidents; touched now by a Peruvian Inca,
5] m ?m IFUCHC mldzer; and thﬂﬂ b}' chh

absence of the bragm- ights
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i o nole, 2 faint outline of the pregress of ihis wter
esting Sﬁ&%g such 23 2 position remote from public li-
brarics bag permitted me to execute, will be 2@@
with mﬂgem:@n ‘

Ca the 27th March, 1512, fourteen years aﬁ’m‘ ﬁz@ dis-
covery by Columbue of th@ mein land of America,
Ponce de Leon discovered Florida, in his rﬁmwﬁm
gearch for the fountain of youth. This was @
Whlch was extensively ‘believed at that day, to pos-
BOSS the virtue of remewing the wasted powers of life.

kwithstanding this charmed power in the waters m?
Flon g;i;a.9 fhe discoverer died mortally wounded in g con-
test with the warlike natives. He m soon followed by
various adventurers, British and Spanish. Bui Pam-
philo de Narvaez and Hernande de Soto, were the most
distinguished. The former is supposed to have landed,
on the 12th of April, 1528, near the bay, now called
Apalachee. After passing six monthsin exploring Flori-
da; he coasfed the southern margin of this State and the
whole party, except four, were shipwrecked, near the
mouth of the Mississippi. The survivors, after years
of captivity and hmdshlp among the. Indi ns, reached
the city of Mexico. De Soto, whose fame jou so well
mmm@rate in cne of the northern counties of the

8y, POBS) bly in the path of his ancient exploration,
next fellowed. This most remarkable adventurer, even
at & time and in a nation of - unsurpassed enterprise, as
destined to realize the wildest visions of romaince, had
mpated with Pizarro in the. mnquem of Peru. He
aad realized, in that fairy work, every thing, it might
» supposed, that love of fame and wealth could de-
give. -Still this fmonte of fortune, the pride of tie
kuights of Old Castile, panted to intertwine his heroi
and wayward fate with the stately forests @f Mississip-
ﬁw adventm tha nem
£ CASS -??'. ] obigined f rom i i
rles the Fxﬁh? then Em
am'% ng ﬁé' Npain and tb~ Indies, the g@wmmm af
ubapnd of Florida,
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of Fiorida fanded at the bay of Espiritu Santo, the
‘Fumpa bay of v modern topography. Hence, after
cstablisiing a depot at the bay of Achusi, the modern
Pensacola, and concerting communications with his noble
wile, whom he had left iu charge of his government, at
kf{avana, he proceeded into the interior. S

Without ex~atiatingon the desperateand gallant con-

4
-

tests between .ae native sons of the forest, S;nust proba-
bly the ancestors of the Seminoles,) and their warlike
invaders, I will barely select a few of the most promi-
nent and. interesting points, which have been identified
in this, the boldest of the European explorations of Al-
bame, Mississippi'and Arkansas. ‘Tuscaluzaor Tusce-
loosa, as it is now written, is first presented.  He was,
says the Peruvian historian, ‘‘one of ‘the most politic,
proud, and warlike of the native chieftains of the south.”
He has left his name indelibly stamped in a river, and
the capital of the neighboring-State of Alabama. - His
territories must have comprised a great part of what are

‘now the States of Alabama and Mississippi. .+
_ The Spaniards entered his town of Mauvila, (evident-
ly the original of Mobile,; which is supposed to have
stoed about the junction of the Tombeckbee with the
Alabama river. Here was the scene of one : of the
bioodiest battles between the natives and their invaders.
‘The ruins of this town, sacked and burat by thé Span-

ards, became the tomb of the heroic chief of Tuscaloo-
sa, and “several thousand of his subjects.” The plain
arcund the town was strewn with more than 2,500 bo-
dies. Within the walls the streets were blocked up by
the dead.” “In one building a thousand persons per-
ished in the flames,” “a greater part of them females.”
it is some compensation for this demoniac havec, that
its authors did not entirely escape from the calamities

tWo S?ani ﬂ?dﬁ, Wd an ﬁlﬁy were iﬂ Gaa LS el '-;i"
rished, and forty-two Spanish horses were killed by the

Indians and mourncd “says the same historian,” “as if
they had been so many fellow soldiers.,® 'The bag




and stores of (02 Spantards were consumed in the mﬁzﬁ
of the town. ‘The next point %Qhﬁé by the edpedition,
of immediate wterest to s, is %;%z% province and town of
Chicaza or “Chickesaw. This is supposed. to have been
in the upper part of this State, on the western bank of
the Yazoe, about 240 mijes north-west of Mobile, Heve
the Spamards experienced a desperate night attack from
the Indians, losing many of their men and more of their

horses, then unknown in Amenca . mxd 50 precious to the
mnvaders.

After many similar adventur&s all ﬁeaufymg to the
| ,umiammd bmvery and pemevermg fortitudein the na-
tives. the Spanish party came in sight of the Mississip-
i, on the {an Grande, as they called it. Below the
west Chickesaw Bl uﬁ“ the present site of Memphis,
just ten miles above the northern limits of this State, } I8
an anclent and convemem passage over the great nver, *
Here De Soto is supposed to have crossed the Mississ 8Sip-
pi, and left the temmry of our State. It does nm COoM-
port with the purpose of this discourse to follow this
galiant, but unfortunate wanderer beyond the limits of
Misei mppu I will barely mention that, after penetrat-
ing te the Eughhndﬂ of Wlnte river, 200 miles from the
188iRsippl, to Little Prairie, the Salines and Hot springs
tta, the Spanish Captain reached the country
about the mouth of Red river. Here he sent out a par-
ty to explore the country farther to the south. The fre-
guent baycms, the impassable. canebmkes and th6 deme
woods permitted them to proceed but 40 miles.in eght
days; thus obstzucted, the party. returned with the dis-
beartening intelligence they hdd procured. . This disa
pomtmem, added to the sorrows of his whole career
s regions, so different from his fate on the golden
» ANt Ok - Pm and & deﬁ&ﬂcﬁ m& hml hy & mb@ d’ h,.
dians near Natche% completed the work of melanchol
*Not 20 or 30 miles below the Arkansas,as supposed by Mr. Nut-
toils, in his “Arkansas’™; hut abou! 160 miles nbove it.
tBancroft’s 1. §. Vol. 1, page 58, contrinsg this digest of Spanish
&19COVarien,
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W, %Iagﬁ sdina mentlc and inthe stillpery el ¢ pnidninht, wes
% ently sunk in the Mississippl.” - Thus the dis m&; oo
Ro Niissiesippl slept beneath ﬁm mmm ek 54l

F

@“‘%E sseid the conitinent in ssarch of #old,” suys the elo-
quent and mest learned Baneoroft, “and h&ﬁ f@ and nothe
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iave prosect m %ﬁm ,m@m% 7 gz;,%:% with Marqueits, as Fen

o

¥ 5 %‘;:‘E:l::" ﬁﬁ‘f‘m
nERi &&SW" - but moeoi prebably did net descend belaw
“ * v i v

the MMM:% viver, Fic m@:& giﬁ%g certoinly ascended o ¢
Falls of 8¢, Anthoay, and Em;@m 4 Lhonm. .
Hwawm’ this may be, Lo Sulle, in 1684 m& ont Fowm

.& #‘j‘ v M “ -g

%@&h@éﬁ 2, In Erance, at %.Em head of o mﬁz BRSPS Qe

X

pedition for the m@aﬁ ih of the Mississippi, but tgmﬁ g
dviven by %h@ currenis out of his reckoning, ke Emﬁ |

on the Ef%ﬁi February, 1685, in the Bay of S& ﬁmmﬁ 3

-t
.Jg‘b

three or four hundred miles west of the Miskishipr
Here, near the river Gaudaloupe, just east of the &
Dal ?ﬁmﬁ:@ , ke established a French colony. D lbervilio,
(Wﬁ 10y mme 18 p@?pemawé i ‘Eﬁﬁm ¢f the an@u Wisne
cha¢, or. Eﬁlﬁeﬁ Wmmmwaimg with Lake Maurepas,
frot the Mississippi,) was likewise sent, at the héad
mm%hw expedmm ﬁ*@m France in 1699, He again g )
pavession, in the nanie of his countzy, of the r@ga k=
ndin fmm Mobile to the Bay of St. Bernards; of ¢ COouREs

JI. [}
* .
, -

embracing the southern coast of this State.

In 1712, Louis the 14th granted. to Crozat, a mﬁﬁ
financier, the eolony of Louisiana; so called by Henng=
pifi, i Wonor of ﬂm monarch. In thiy patent, it ws it
tem ted ;m mmmm the name of St.Loyis, for the Mis-
SISSIpp ephén for Missouri, and S@ .Eemme; f@%
W& E | Wlﬂl Wh&ﬁ 5&@6@5«8 o this ?i@im &ﬁ ?‘ﬁ m Cas

el ;-:._.t.'.:_

éniize ouy rivers has been dttended, we all know! I ¢
*&aimﬁy fiaines em ‘but in the memmy of amuqﬁa e
Disdppointinent soon induced Crozat to past m@ h

sp?” id, but bﬁr&emme, colony to the French cotap

!__} { 1 - . _‘ « 1.‘5'1 i .r : s { . :':' I - .,. +
it e We t was niot, howevey, until 1721, according
. fy ? y P . .:.. | ~-_ et
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mmigs @g’ ’ﬁ)@ﬁmﬁﬁ E‘?@‘? aﬁﬂ T?’E? ﬁiﬁ‘g e ‘
Al - @f @ﬂg@mg that sem@mezm wWers m&dﬁ ﬁt VEGH
Ciloxi, west of the Pascagovla river, in the cou
;Ea Xion, in t?m State; and at New-Orle:
it imstanee réiated w Charlevbix, whé
visited tus Country in ﬁm %mﬁ W@@mﬂ %m@ﬁ ﬁi@ﬁ ﬁ
ent bmmm capa‘wﬁ of the south. At the %&%@ of B
visit to the hamlet of N@wnﬂrl@am, where now so many
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oee T pmdpas into the ol d i mlandid ads
nrod anires tower into the aiv, and wisss oplendid odi-
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£
tiecn 81 the admiring eye, Charleveix esuld enly set &
tent in woich to celobrote masz,  The French somm oxe
ieng wer o the present city of Natchez, whore
the ruins of Fert Hosalie still perpetuate the dominion
of that hvely but lnconsiant people. R
There 18 an aflecting circumstance related respeciing
the fate of come of the last chiefs ef the Naitchez fndi-
ang, wiich I cannot resist repeating. Thoss, whe like
the Peruvians, were believed by their countrymen to be
children of the Sun, and were called Suns, had left &
few remaining chiefs at Natchez. The French' c¢om-
manding oflicer, General Perrier, at lepgth bad them
carried away from their homes, to Cape Francais, in the
present island of Hayti.® Iere a miserable pittance for
their daily support was soon deemed too great a burden,
and they were ordered to be sold as slaves. There was
likewise a French settiement at St. Peters, about fifteen
miles above Vicksburg, at the first Yazoo Blufis. The
¥rench colony languished, in a manner inconceivable to
Americans. We, who are 0 much used to the free,
untrammeled exertions of all the energies which Ged has
given us, cannot well imagine, how luxzuriant soils, bene-
ficient clhimates, the facilities of the ocean,-and rivers
second but to @im ocean, can all be lavished upen man,
without his improving them. ¥et such is the melanchol
fact which has attended all the colonies planted on this
ontinent by the Kuropeaus, except our British ances-
tors.  Monopoly of trade, the curse of over-government,
and the arbitrary authority of any adventurer *“clothed
in g little brief authority® have thwarted the bounties of
God, and Tept a country a desert, which Divine Goeed.
ness had capacitated for an Eden. For a time, th
erand scheme of uniting Canada with Louisiana, by a
chain of posts from the i5t. Lawrence to the Mississippi,
which should leave the British colonies; hke a siring to a
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F'rance; contests for the country, watered by the Chio,
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Seonaht an the war of 155 aly colled the FPoanel

wronghi on the war of 1760, commenly cailed the Feanad
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Americans afierwards colled Fort Pitt, the prosent
Pitisbuwrg. The gleomy reverses of Braddock on the
(ienonganela, ond the capture of Fort William Henry,
on Lake George, (so boeauntifully celebrated by cur Coop-

I S Y 3.0 | e
er, 1 by “Laost of the Mobicars,”?) seemed (o threnten

ol

that our countrymen were to be driven off this continent,
by the French and the Indians united. ““But the elouds
which had hung over the British empire, and had obscur-
ed the splendor of her arms, were about to disperse, un-
der the adminisiration of the most brilliant of English
ministers of State. In June 1757, William Pitt, the
elder, became for a second time, principal Secretary of
State. By the following December, measures of the
most vigorous aud liberal character were adopted in re-
gard to America.” Soon the hercic Wolfe, and Am-
herst, and Vernon with our beloved Washington, Put-
- nam and 8 hast of American spirits, placed the proud
fortresses of Quebec, and the hgﬁm Castle of Havanna,
and Fort Du Quesne, in the possession of British troopa,
The Spapiards were driven from your own Natchez,
and Anthony Hutchins, the maternal grand father of
your talented and liberal Claiborne, headed the noble
deed. ‘The crossof St. George floated in trlumph from
Quebec to Pensacola, and from the Lakes to the Galf of
Mexico; Florida and Canada were subjected to the Brit-
ish Empire. “Americans may well look back with de-
light to this splendid gmrti(m of British history; for, on
this continent, it emblazons the actions of our fathers,
under a government then common to them and their
British compatriots in the field. The proud triumphs
over the House of Bourbon,on this sideof the Atiantic,
form an inheritance of fame for both America and Eng-
Innd: the blosd and talents of bhoth countries were freely
contributed to one great purposs of national aggranuize.
ment; and both deserve honer, embittered as it is with
¢he misfortunesof their gallant and enterprising antage-
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spabilities of Which, ave now unitlding themselves with
o grandeur and magnificence unexampled in the worlds
but of which, if the nominal possession had remained
in either of the two princes, (English or French,) who
werg steking their kingdoms upon the issue of the strife,
the Bufihlo and the Beaver, with their hunter, the Indi-

an savage, would at this dey have been, as they then

<
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‘This-was indeed a triumphant period for the Brigish
yoce. But the prosperity of these colonies was a de-
ceitful one. ' There was “a worm in the bud.” British
ambition, (so naturally the Gﬁl‘ﬁf,l’ ing, In every nation .of
military success,) could not any longer brook the complex
gystem of colonial government aund colonial privileges;
which with all their embarrassments to prompt militayy
movements, had still enabled the mother country to put
down the Irench and Spanish, on this side of the Mis.
“Olr British ancestors had,-from very early periodsin
the government of England, been accustomed to giant
taxes by their own representativies, in the popular ‘as-
gemblies of that island. 'There had been no texation—in
yegilar times there could be none, either under the Sax-

on government or the Norman princes—without the sub-

stautial consent of the Commons, in free parliament as-

sembled. This simple element, of pepular consent to
the burdens of government, has, by the progress of com-

mercial society, the accumulation of wealth and the con-
equent extravagance of government, become a com-

plete lnstrument, for controling its operations. T'o ve-
fuge the appropriations of the year, stops, in these com-

FREIR T OY ST ’ ey
ercigl times, the wheels of government; money is the
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in civilized society. QOur forefathers wenld not admis
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want, thewr rights and privileges had become any less Dy
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*Oration on Lafayetio. by John Quincy Adama--page B,
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that a @@@@Eﬂﬁ dezcribed by Burke ag “ons® “whe au.
Jur misgoverninent -at a distance ond who saufl the
approach of tyranmy in every tainted bresze,” rendily
took five at the attempt which the British goverament
made to tax them; moreover “to bind E‘z@m in ol cagey
whatsoever” by mere act of Parliament. Tazes  aust,
by the immemorial usages of the British constitution, be
eengenicd to by the Commens in fres Fmﬁmmm‘% Mwﬁﬁmﬂm
bled. This populer consent could only be given,
Awmgerica, by our colonial assemblics. These, cur couns
trymen finally and passionately viewed, as types of the
great assembly at home. It had made Empe ring with
the fame of its bold and successful strugrles with tyrats
nical kings, and with all the wiles &m terrors of arbi-
{rary power, until it had established the solid fabric of
Emmh freedom. The attempt of Britain to govern u@i
. indep ndent of these assemblies, aroustd all the pride
_and ove of old British freedom ‘EM‘& was burnip 5 E}ﬂghﬁ# |
ly in the land. Our ancestors felt that it was the old
battle of Runnimede and Magna Charta, which wes te &a
fought over again, and on these western shores.
hostile policy to the old liberties of the British Qﬂl@m&ﬂ
was of no sudden growth; it engaged the cabinet of Eng-
iaﬂd fmm 1765, the date of the memﬂmble stamp act

QE’EE@J&WP“ io thiz cide of the f% Biontie, Mo waom by ‘5%"’“‘” Hh
;

). arms, , and from humble petitions to an emf%y MOn-
m"ch, to an.appeal to the Lord of Hosts, who is equally
the - God of people and of princes. The fortitude, the
pe ,.;.._ m pmmwﬁs , the goenerous gallantry of our fathemg
ex! many a battle field ﬁmgh& with: the choicest
ﬁﬁ%ﬁm &ﬁﬁ ﬁfmm of Great Britain, have been @fg@ﬁg.-
aug woll, dwelt.on. o
Lat @m: y@mh refresh their pamotagm over the noble
story of American ‘battle, through necurly eight. years,
of poverty with wealth, of weakness with power, of g
hardful of paonls of yesterday with a nation:that bagd
gmﬁﬁy figured in histery for nearly eightecn hundred
years, ‘“Ihe raceis not however always to the swilt,
E%@E‘ the battle to the stron g” two_British armies highly




wéﬁﬁ; o, ono at e;ﬁw ‘“@ 2 and fio obix or af Jori, cone
s m@ the wonder of Mmﬁwaﬁ Bnizhed the % oic work

G ho Amoricen Revolution, and osiabil *MH% indge
endence of tho United Staten. ' |
Eﬁ was the fate of this war to restove cur N atchezand
&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁ‘ﬁ Wizesissippl to the Spmamﬁﬁ ‘

The independence of Miississippi was established by .
%ﬁﬁ% m&@p@mﬁﬁm@ of Georgin. 'T'hat State mainiained a
chartered right to this country, extending to the western
and southern boundaries of the United Siﬂ%@g &g r@@ﬁ@ﬁ
by the treaty of Paris in 1783.. By it, the Mississippi
yiver was established as our western boundary and the
parallel of 31 deg. north latitude, a little below Natch-
6%, 88 Our %@mhem Eimit. ‘E‘h@ former of these boun-
dari¢s, now enveloped in American territory, from ite

urce to its mouth, then required all the patriotic firm-
ness of Johd Jay, the firsi Chief Justice of the United
States, to secure against the intrigues and machinations
of both France and Spain. Much of this high honer is
likewise due to the stern energies of George Rﬁg@m
Clark, the founder of Kentucky, and the mesa c@' ISUM-
mate cﬁmmander of the western country. o

"It was this hero, who at the head of the gallam ﬂﬁ@w
men of Virginia, capﬁ:md the British forts of Kaskas-
kis and Vincennes, the latter armed with artillery, in
1778 and 1779. In 1980, he built the first American
Foit on the banks of your own Mimf‘mgn, Ij"@rt Jetler-
s0n, ot the Iron Banks. These milite_ successes miocat
essentially aided our negaclauonﬁ at Paris, in withstand-
ing the pertinacious intrigues of both branches of the
Fiouse of Bourbon, at Paris and Madrid, to limit these
States, first to the eastern side of the Aﬂagham%; and
-second, as the ultimatum, “to run the boundary to Fort
Thoulouse, (the head of the Tembeches, some where it
is believed in this State,) and thence, by verious points,
which it - is difficult if not impossible to identify in
recent topooraphy, to intersoet the Cumberland rive
and the course of this river was to be followed to«
Ohio river.” Such was one of the early dreams
Spanish ambition; nor was it soon sbandoned. It was
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taacky m%mm:mm nt Mew m n 1788, Tk 2 adbenept

was Mﬁ% tod thro % Fhomas E% Wep, 0 fipunink B el
Geput m‘% fram ﬁ%’% Grleans to Lonis " E e om 1788 apd
ag‘%m in 1'797; when §200,000in §mm§ mﬁ BEY ¢ %EE% &mﬁ’

[ military stores were offered to Kentucky, to detoch
E:aﬁmif from the Unien. The compenestionto ?& enineky,
ﬁm’ this ﬁ;m asen, was the ofier of all the territory north

‘@:h::r Yazoo, not forty miles north of the. spot®™ where

are now i&m@amhi@d But what, at len m h@*‘%’@ %h@ﬁ@
hﬁg@x‘ ing intrigues effected for Spam? a8 ¢eassd
to.be a po wer on ihe continent of America. N ot mﬁy
has this fair and fertile land, ‘these majestic forests, now
ssed by the liberties of Amemcag escaped from her
agmﬁpg hm the Floridas, Louisiana, Mexico, nay the In
‘glies, have a,b;med ﬁne gﬁvemmem% of the modern Crovsus;
and the successors of Charles Vih, and the Phﬂiwg. on
whose d@mmmm the sun never aeﬁ. m: ONCe, Are. CONLNes
gﬁh@ éhe P Ptg;?ﬂny of the ancie nﬁ Gothic kings of th@

QRS ?@ RINSHIE.

It may notbe. unmteresﬂ;mg i ﬂm part @f my skemh, to
notice the earliest efforts of our countrymen at navigat-
ing the Mississi p% from the northern waters of the
United States. ““The first attempts, which I have been
able io collect, were 1st, that of Colonel Richard Tﬁﬁ@r 5
of the nel ghh@rhwd of Lounisville. This genileman, in
company with his brother Hancock Taylor, both of Vir. -
ginia, was at Pmsburg in 1 769; and themse descended
- the. Ohm and Mississippi rivers, to the mouth of the
Yazoo river. Thence the bmthem descended, passed
through the country of the southern Iﬂdﬁﬂﬂﬁ, to Gﬁmgﬁﬁ
and to Virginia”’T" The information is on record in some
~ judicial proceedings of Kentucky. 2d. The secend at-

mad@ by a party of soldiers, by the ﬂ&ﬁmg of
lard. 'These men Emd b%a enga red Wﬁh Col. ~* res
Lo ewie, in 1774, at the battle of T cint Pleasar the
mouth of the ienhowa, against the Shawnees. Affep

* Port Gib@ng ?;ﬁgsisgippi. { Butler’s Kentucky, ii. 155,
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sacole, and were Orwe 3*‘35% %w k‘@‘%ﬂ? Eiiﬂﬁiﬁ’%w LrOTE
‘o Visgiuia, T&fﬁ nformation wag obtgined {
an infimats friend of é“*%:m g.%&%ﬁ%& and a selative. f@}%:égf
arator”  3d. The thivd voyage was made by Cuols, Gib-
zon and Linn, the latler ho grandfather of Dr. Lina ]
now in the Senate of the Un ited States, from Missouri.
It took place from Pittsburg in E‘Wﬁ by exders ?yﬁw
Visginin, to procure from New @fﬁema@? military stores
for her western posts. The enterprise was rewsarded W
o success worthy of its boldness; it procured 156 kags
of gunpowder f@r the ﬁuﬁ‘emlg posts at the head a}f the
Ohio river.

Irom these historical sketches of the garlier y@m @f
MMxmppa, my ﬁgghﬁ must be hastened over the precious
volume ‘of events, "1 whose luxuriant fruits onr w'n =
State has &0 favisis y shared. Six years did not @Eﬁ e
after the treaty of 1783, when the présent admirable
system of goyernment was adopted.  The con f?eﬁ eracyg
to use a favorite rewlutwnary figure, was composed of
thirteen States, which, it was dryly’ observed, without &
hoop, weild not make a barrel. The hovp 'WM hamw
meted on; and the vessel has served- the best. purpos
ever since. One of the carliest benefits’ conforred ofi
Mississippi, g the new government, was the negetiation
of the Spanish treaty of 1795, which first provided for
Lne wmml of the Smmards from Natchez, Walnut
Hiils, and in fine from Mississippi, and procured & mgbﬁ
of dep posite for our produce at New Oﬂaam .

“fhe next imporiant step, much against the will @%’
@%ﬁﬁgﬁ@ , Was to establ ish the e Mississippi Term@?%
what Georgia had called Bourbon county. 'This was
Gons ky ﬂ.ﬂ &ﬂt of C Ongress in 1?%
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‘Thus thiviy-nine yvenrs ago the countyy of Missisaippi;
to which the Indian title had been extinguished, embracs
edl o ribband along the river about 20 milesin width, by
about 120 to 130 miles in length to the Yazoo; which is
aho@it an area of 2,400 or 2,600 sguare miles, or 1,086,
Q00 ocres. The American popuiation was, by the cens
sug of 1800, only 8,850 souls, or something over thred
sonls to the square mile; and these surrounded by an Ins
dign population of about 30,000. The government &
feeble territorial one, of a Governor and Judges, all des

pendent on the will and power of the United States.
But what is the proud contragt at this day? Musmis-

sippi now exfends,. in :undiﬁgmd jurisdiction, from the
Gulf of Megzico to the 35th degree of nortn latitade,

and from the great river nearly to the Tombeckbee, ems
bracing . an area of about 48,000 square miles, oF
30,720,000 acres. This amounts to twenty times the
area of the territory in 1798; yet of this. we have, il

"

one twenty-ninth part.of our terrifory. = On thiswe have;

by the last State census, 308,744 souls, of which 144,

M L

351 are free, and 164,393 are slaves. This gives a

iV ¥ “ ""“ . #

fraction over six persons to the square mile.. Vet with

-partial cultivation of our territery, 317,783 bales
of cotton are reporicd to the Legislature as raised during
the last year; while well informed men believe it shun!
cultivation, 8o luzuriantly displayed in the maize fields
@E | i%%%ﬂ :? DR o | | -

The. cotten crop, on the low official estimate would
ring, at former prices, more than 19 mathons of doars;
reduce it to 850 o bale and we have the imposing
mount of more than 15 millionsof dellas yow. what
member of this confedornny iz theve, that ratees 156 m
E%ﬁﬁ% of produce on one twenty-ninth part of her terpls
1

o
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En 817, Missiceippt was admitted inte the Uulen,
somownet shorn of the notural beondewy, which the
‘rombockbes would have go conveniently formed,

‘Lae progrezs of your noble State for nearly 300 years,
has now been rapidly tvaced, faintly, I fear, and in o
languizhing manner; we hove seen the State in embrye
growing from o forest and o huating ground of barba-
rous and scattered tribes of Indiang, till she has become
the domimon of & high apirited community of freemen,
Whet remains to be dome? It is to glance comprehen-
sively at the dutiez of this new social relaticn which
Viississippi has assomed for herself and with the world,
as a free and independent and happy member of the
great republic of North America, -

My countrymen, we have received from the bounty of
Heaven, and by the noble deeds of our fathers, a great
and glorious trust. It is not only the freecdom and the
political happiness of our own country, to its latest gen-
erations; buf it is an example and model of secial liberty
for a benighted world. What Ianmguage is there strong
enough? What terms sufficiently expressive, to convey
‘the obligation incumbent upon us to preserve the sacred
deposite, not only undeteriorated, but enriched by the
brightcning virtues and enlarging wisdom of every suc-
cessive generatien? And at the same time, how wither-
ing will be the scorn® How bitter the meledictions of
future ages, if, untrue to our sacred charge, we shall
suffer, busely suffer, the prize to impair in value, while
in our bands. o | .
shall we best

. .
s - ik '» Y, . .
| uh - .- .
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OSEING hildre thin our infli

, & profound and practical reverence fur a divine,
: influence, which shall govern our passions and
r selfishness. No people were ever long fre 8y
‘or deserved to be so, who neglected the great dutids of
religion, of justice and mercy between man and man.
The n ﬁ%ﬁ EE{%% of frecdom 3 the most sacred altar of her

WOrsnIp, is the dompcatic fiveside and ke rvelntisan of
every day life. ‘The man whose spirit does not freely
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and generousdy prompt him to perform all the nshie du.
tics of private k % of peichbor and friend, i unft £0bo
a freompe. Lhe hGbertics of no nation can be gscnye
but under responsibility to Geod for their thoughis and
mont oecret actions. Al other fnundation 18 gand and
astubble. The privileges enjoyed under o free govern-
~ment, the tempting prizes offered to ambition, even hon-
orable ambition, that “last infirmity of noble mnds,’”
the fierce collisions and competitions inevilably engen-
dered in public pursuits, caill imperatively and solemaly,
in such a government, above all others, for the restaints
of rational, genuine religion. I mean not one of mere
dogmas, articles of faith; or rites and ceremonies; but -
one of “peace on earthand good will to man?—of respon-
sibility to God in another state of existence, for our
actions in this life-—such a religion as preached and prac-
tised by Jesus Christ. This life and all its gloricus op-
portunities and capacities must be built upon another,'a
better, and never dying one. 'When our conditionin an
immortal state of being, is familiarly dependent, in our
conviciions, as a necessary and inevitable consequence,
upon our conduct in this world, upon our tastes and our
moral habits formed here, then indeed the liberties of
society are under the guardianship of God. And ss
astronomers say, the earth could never have been meas-
ured  without a previous knowledge of the stars, se
the happiness of the earth can enly be secured. by its
dependence on Heaven. Jealousy of the public likerty,
no profuse confidence in any men, or yet in any mere
wriften instruments framed for securing public freedem
and happiness, arc essential to a republic. Neither
demagogues, however brilliant their services may have
been, nor instruments of government, ave the proper se-
curities of a free people. They must be their own guay-

stepping stone to their slavery. Todisc
of an American freeman, in & manner worl
high vocation, requires stores of moral and
iokt, Every aten he takes, every opinion of men and
things which ke may form, is, without sach aide, {uil el
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anper b the country, or to Blmsell,  "The importaneo
i popuizy education, ssaring at sightless distance ahove
(o peily forms and more cleinents of reading, writing
and o litle enlculntion, must be impressed in words of
firoy upon the hearis and minds of the fiv .aen of this
pepnuiiic, or they will ceass to be freemen. Ignorance
19 o8 naturaily the cradle of vice and »lavery, as the mg-
¥a2s 18 ef pestilence end death. Nor let the tremendous
error poigon the mind, that intellectual light is sufficient
to guard soctety. The cultivation must be morel, it
st be that of the heart—its affections and passions.
All other foundation is hollew hypeocrisy and deceit.
‘L'he ssurce, the perennial fountain of the multiplied bless-
iiigs of education, must be the home—the parental fire-
side. klere'is the source of the holy influences, which
are 10 sanciify society—sunctify it in the widest and no-
plest sense—in all the charities, all the ‘duties of life.
But how is this mighty revolution to begin? It must
begin in the hearts and minds of parents, they are the
t¥ie reloriers of society: the domestic fireside is the
{rue lares, the household gods of our christian worship.
And around this altar of freedom and virtue it would be
uapardonable not to notice the place destined for female
devotion. Matrons and virgins of this noble republic,
what. a vista of moral greatness is opened for you! Who
that s conversant with the most powerful machinery of
the human heart, can be ignorant of the divine agency
piaced-at the disposal of female loveliness? Well indeed
jnay you be pronounced the arbiters of society, where
burrarty has not trampled down all your equal privile-
es and rights, [Lguel they are, in every sense of right
aiid justice, though from the diversity of sexual eondi-
fign, disstmilor in their nature.
- 'Cap American free government has placed in your
tignds an empire of moral influence, which you may
t4lé 1o the reformnation, or the corruption of the na-
tiopel character. Make your own hearts pure or kee B
$liei free from the corruptions of the world; enlighten
wite own 'minds by all the wisdom, bearing on duty, life
£04 thengers, decorate yourselves with all the sweet and

5
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Kome, osour christitn vepublic exceeds tnnl baibarous
censpivacy against the liberly and independence of tide
world. Whe fivat impresees on the meral and inleliccive
pi powers, pavticularly the temper, are placed by diviae
@!ﬂ% in your hands. Can vou be top ready, too well pre-
pared to direct those impresses most faverably to the
happiness and reform of seciety. Lhere is not ah item
in the ncconnt of social happiness of such importance
ns temper; it colowrs the whole stream of existence: adr
18 any portion of the human characterso utterly, hour after
hour, day after day, and year after year, placed as thisis,
at the disposal of the female sex. Let everyman in his
own sphere compine to waken up society around him, to
these immortal, these divine truths. The républic i
expiring in the best constituents of a free goveinment,
owing to the national apathy on' this viial pomt. Udw
freedom, our glorious freedom is fast departing the land.
I:et Us all arouse to our danger, and sicp the ruthiess ip-
vaders of curpeace and our liberty. Let every child of
the republic be educated in his duties and his faculties;
educated at home and at school. The proudest honors of
any government and its noblest triumphs are the encour-
agements and securities it furnishes for the developement
of the meoral and intellectual faculties of our nature. ‘These
are triumphs, over which angels must sintle, nay must
rejoice. Developed the faculties will be, by the exuber-
ance of nature, and it rests with gociety and parents, {o
give that development, a direction safe and wholesonie to
the community. My countrymen we have 2 field of most
gloricus opportunity presented to our faculties. In our
own couniry, for more than twocenturies, experiments i
popular government have been carrying on. Is it'saye
ing too much of them, and teo complacently to our ne-
tional character, that they have generally been attended -
with marked success? I trust not, representative gov-
gy

o=

inent and political confederacy are &em@y More
profoundly understood and prociiced upon in it 1opub-
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fie, Chnm im the veont of the owvibzed world,  What we
oo mont doeficient m, 1s poitical cconomy in the adminio.
traton of our acmurablzayetem of povernment. VWedo
not subiciently eppreciate the fact that free government
W nat aivectly © good; but only an insfrumentel one. It

atiords ample hberty—in other words, power to the peoo-
nics but its character for goed ov for evil, still dépends
unoa the way in waich ti:at power shall be exzercised and
coneequently upon their fitness to discharge their duties.
Liberty, says'a political sage, is the power of doing as
we please, and whether it shall prove a2 blessing or a
curse depends upon what we shall please, The Ameri-
can revelution, growing ocut of no one man’s influ-
ence, but the product of a people’s spirit, hag been a
fountain of freedom to the world. Afier drawing its frst
broathings frem British nourishment, it returned the di-
vine boon to Kurope, to America, to the world, If there
12 ot this Gime a loftier tone of liberty in any portion of
farope, or Southern America, then about the period of
cur great convulsion; if oppression has lowered her ex-
actions and veiled her foul plote against the freedom of
¢he human race; to these States, to our patriot sages and
worriors, it 1s essentialiy due. To their br.ght example
the world owes mmmortal thankfulness. It has, in effect,
given f{reedom the empire of the world. But my
countrymen we mistake our admirable hberty when we
nurgue our differences of opinion without the fullest
practical respect for the right of those differences in
others. Opinien 18 mmvoluntary; it is the spontaneous
ineviteble fruit of circumstances. It is, besides, the
swectent fiower in freedom’s lovely garden. No hwman
being 18 responsible for his epinions; but for his actions
ander the mfluence of these opinions. Let us then bag-
ish from our American pelitics the bitter denunciation of
muotives, the fierce ussauits upon the liberty of private
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troversies of the middle ages. Let us restore to politi-
cal discussions & genocous and a2 manly toleration of
each other’s diffevencos of sentiment, without which,
Fresident Jeflernon cloguently said, “liberty, and even
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life, ove dreary things.”? “Could my countrymen rise
to the exalied moval privileges of their liberiy, not enly

e d
L

in tho hells of legiclation, but in the dispeszl of their
public honors, and the daily mtercourze of life, then in-
dezd the freemen of America would be sunerisr to all
(zrecian and Romnan fame. Just as superior, as the
scope of this republic, and the grand sphere of 1ts oper-

‘ations are superior to the circumscribed dominion of the

cities of (zrecce, or the stern sway of Koman powerc——
Then, indeced, the beneficent powers of social-hberty
might bear the unmortal fruits of happiness at home,
and respect abroad. We should see an end {o the ex-
asperating and disgraceful bigetry, and the personal de-
punciation, which now disgrace the newspaper press,
and poiscn the political discussion of our excitable re-
public. "The righis of wvoluntary opinion would ba re-
garded 1 preciice and by social treatment, as of the very
czsence of our freedom. The children of American
hiberty roight then rejoice,in the generous and magnani-
mous freedom of their land and proudly point the world

1o its sweet and lovely fruits as the vindication of their

pride. That such may be the course of his country-
inen 187’ your orator’s ““most ardent prayer.”* And that

“T'he star opangled banner in trivmph may wave,
O%r the land of the free and the home of the brave,”
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Butler’s Ky. 2d edition.



