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The 11012'or8 of Wør. 

• UCSte 31» '-

. .A. SERMON, ~c, 

---

JE·REMJAH iv. 19.· . .. 
Mil b.ttwels, my bowels ! 1'· (fm pai.1wcl at my rvery hear·t; '''!I' 

f"eart 'IfIak~th a 'Roise ilt me : I c.a1mot Itold my pence, be
eause· tltou hast II6urd, () ru.y so·ttl, . t·hc·sound of the trumpet, . 
the ala,,-m of tvare 

THESE ,vords, in the most empllatical manner, expl'e~. 
tIle 11!'oI,het's sense of the 110'l·,~or8 of wen-. And in view of the 
Dl.ost deplol'able state of our nation •.. \Vllat sul)ject can be mOl-e 
interesting;. tO.·Ollr fcelings, or bett(~~· adapted to our ei vil and, 
.rel.igious iJllpl~ove .. nent, '. on tllC, present occasion? Dear to us 
as our national independenee Ill.ay be, tllc deligllts and the ben
efits ofit are, ia a great nleaS\lre~· lost, l)y "the lound of the 
t'rulnpet, the ala,.1n of war." Jf national existence D1USt be· 
Sl.l.pported by the point.of tbe sword, by the annua} sacrifice 
of thousan(ls of lives, and or }ll'operty imlnense; alas! how 
long sIlal] ,,::; repeat~ with exultation, the,.JJecla.-ation of In
dCl)cndcnce? Pitil·uliadeed is the ·independence of our- o Rti\ln, 
,vliile environed by sea and land lvitIl the nlost fornlj~,\ble" ene
my! an(lanenenlY, not contending forconqu~~t ,,:','b.v.( str"t:g
gling for tlle' support of natio,l1al exi~tenec ; anJ ~tr.-n~:;JiEg too, 
witll tlle fairest 11rOsllect of success. Do lye ~~al(:~ulai~ Oil the. 
antiillilat.ion of tlle l~lnl)il'e O.r tllC enelny ? ~,te ):.l~~~" t~,,,~ld 
calculation. DI) ,ve {·,onfidc in 1.}lC fricndsl~,ilj, of t!}(Y \-;,ot--ld. and' 
tll,e allianccs of tlic nations ngnin8t O~l' '?i.(·~;'I~:;·.~~ f:gainst a e01l1~ 
nlon roe? "'rhe .Lol'(IIJath I'(jeetefl !It~' (~onf~;~~']t\~~·.~' ~~:f~ t~e 
('ont(~~. t, Ol! a li ke o~'casit)!1; H ~; ltd t!lOll · I~ ,!~tlld Pi'O!;;-<~i' iu c. 
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Dut ~IlJlposing, by ollr ntmflst cxcl'tions, by exhau,'iting Olll' 
Llood aud t!'eHslll'e, amI by the aid of fbreigll (~olme{·tions, we 
slleN~ed to l)J'eak «10"'11 and drs(l'0Y the empire of the tmemy; 
'v hat, ,,~il1 he the advunta!re, citllcJl to ourselves Ol' to tIte . , 
\VOI'ld ? "'hat foundation will then J'emain fm' the support of 
OUI" boast.cd indenr.I}(,le,ilf~e? '\"rhat ne,v sc(".uritv ,,,ill then h(l, oh.., 

• 'o' 
tained i()r ~ he tl 1an{1,Jilit.J: of the eallth, a.nd fOle the ,ycl[aJ'c of 
cllul'eh Hud state? 

Supreulc 110\Vel' luust exi~t 50nlc,yl.rre. 'j'his is e8sential to 
ille exjstl\lwe of' eomliluaity. Hut the inevitablc tendene)' of 
"'Val' and eOlifpH\st ( ... vhi(~h are ille rah'c of tlH~ present day) is, 
to trai'!~fer t IH~ Supl'fHnc po,,,cr to a single lnan. '\i'" a I', my 
lJl'ctlu'\;n, .Is 1lw It ig'hway to despotism. 'Vithout dcsI10tie 
po,,,"cr, it eannot ltJng he ~upp0l'ted. 

".;1111 b07,el~1,~, 1UY lJo7.eel~.; I ant pCt,in.ed (ft nlU 1)C~'Y ltea')~!; 
'In.U "ca'r!: 'lnuliel1l n 1l.nisc 1-1:1 lne :, I ~l!:n,'llot hold 1nt' 'pellee, bc
ea"USl~" of the hazal1cl of Olilt J ndependt~nee, and of o U 1" most 
l)peeious ]jbertics-" b{~Ca,'llSe tllo1.t hast hcard, O 1ny s01.tl·, ·tlle 
SOU,ltd. (!f~tlLe Il"l""npf~t, ihe al((:1t nt (!t'1(J(J,11*." 

IIas tllC llrille u,nd folly of rnanliind becollle &0 cxtravagan~, 
tl1at the 1ni1'tol- nations" -l Ile ,v(~n.l\:. deft~n~ejess, inf'ant st atr,s 
can ~lOPC to support (hei .. indepelldcnt!-e hy ,var and c(jn"lue~t ? 
-bJ7 blotting out tllc antienf:, establisl1ed, a.nd mOBt potent 
en) pires of the eal,tJl ? 

Rut, SUI)l,ose the thing ,vere 11053il)]e, and ~.' ,vith (jod nIl 
tllingg are l}os~iblc :" suppose ,ve s!lould annihiJate theprestnt 
ellll)jrcs of the world; 'v hat ,vould h(~ tllC (Ionsequence? '1~lle 

ilUll1cdiate eonset]uence ,vonld be, that '"lee sbould become an CD1.· 
pir'c: UTe shoul{1 cringe and bo,v befol16 a des,pot of our own 
cll\)ating. 'Ve 8ho111(1 (\11eet a belt,st, after ,vJlich "all ille 
'\vorld' ,vuuld ,,~ondel·." 'Vhat tben \vould beCOli]e of Ollr In(ic ... 
p{~nd{~nce? Alas! "Thol' ha.st hen11(l, O 1nu t301Ll, the SOlLnll 

of !he lJ.llLn'l,l){~t, t.he a lH.,-ln 0J~1va'1'." And, contin lies tlv~ pro
phet, " 1Jc."t,'u,cti01t 1J,pan tlest'pltcl;O'lt 1's cr'ied; for fliC llJll.lJle 
land ,i:> spoiled. 1luiv I,on?; shall .1 ,yec the stlllllda1~t1, ancl hell". 
{he S(J'ltn,cl, of l he I:;· UIU1JeL 6J 1?(~1~ "ny 1Jcoplf 'is. f'o o [-iH It , t1ley hlt'(~e 
110t l't~'n,OU'lt 'Ilte; tlle!! ff1'C sotlish cl,illl""Clt; lIILl! t.llC!} htJ/'De 110 

UllilCl'sllI'Jt[lill/r ~ t-JzcU Ul'f ·lf,ise ro H,O ft~il, bnt to do good tlzey 
11(l:7A~ no lrn'o,olctl,~·/: .. ~' . ..1\.11 tlli3 lalnr.Ht~ltion and l'el)l'oof~ Lf~ 
t11c IjH\H' il of .J.'l'C1H iah y ·,va::i lH'(~a ti !,:,e t he n.ll~,n of J'udah li-hlt! .. 

J,Y l)l~r~i:~ted i'l the ,{~a;/I, the prc;'lulnptn{}Us, f~l:ll Y/Ull! 

bbllr'o~jnb' in jt~elr conslucl'CU, the ~au~e of the \r~l' against 

--~--



th~ tlnllire or Bal)y] on ,vns n' ju~t cnuse; yrt it rflnainr() a 
tIttestjon, whethrr tlle ,"'ar ,vns c'pedit'nt. And iudced. ,verc 
it' bot h just and expt'dient; yet. even tltis din'lini~h(\d, but in 

.' pallt., fl'Oil\ 'its hOl'rors. In all ea!i\es, ,,'ur is luutl'ihle. 
In vie,v or t he text hefo:~e us, th~ dl·si,gn of' the Ilrflsent dls-', 

COUI'SC is, to inl}ll'eSS on the lnitlfls of nl~r l'esl)cct(~d audienee tlle 
alllaziag hOJ'rors, and f.renlenuolls calUlIlities of \var', botl. in 
its 0llcrations nnd e,onsequcnces. 

'l'11at a state of' ,yal1 should IJC Jamented and deplor~d as it is 
in the t.ext, in languagc peculiar to the bihlc, langnugc ,vhich 
(~an never be' equalled for empl;asis; ilnplies, that, at all 
tinles, it is o"f all thillgs rnost de}llol'able: and that, in alnlost 
all cases, it is to be utterly di~l~ollntcnanced aud avoidc(l. A' .. 
.lust ,var is a rare tIling ; and a ,var, })o,vcvcr just it be, is all· 
)loI'llcnt to all bll~ savage llcart~. Grent is tlle (~o~trast be-, 
tween the adyocates fOI' ,,'ar, utld tIlose 'VllO 'VI10 alle for pcacee, 

" Pearc is the blessirig tIl at Iseeli, 
" H()w lovelyare its eltarms ! .. 

" I anl for peaee, but ,vhen I sllcak, 
. " ~I'lley all declare for arrns." 

" ""hat is tllere," say the Inen of tlle ,vor](). the aspiring 
lleroes and conquerors, ,ti so very odiollS, so deplora.lJJe, so Jlor
rible, in (~ stat~ or war? War is the r03(1 to honor, it give~ 
scope to hllman tnlents!i and adds to national dignity and l~e ... 

110\Vn." Yes, bretIlren.. wc l'cad of the \varriors of old, of 
tlle sec(l of Cain, that they ,vpre men o...f '''Clto'Ze'lt,. ny tJl{~m, 
tlle eartil was fillet.! with violence: by tllelll tllC l\'orld ,vas rl~ 
penetl for the dcluge. ' 

-'Var, D1Y brethren, is tlle most frllitful source of iltinlan 
,v3ckcilness, anifl of 1111man ,voe ; and, for tllC follo"'ing reasons~ 

1" It n~akes tl-le IDost terrihlc inrl)ads on dQmes~~ic felicity~ 
It rcnds usundel' tlle lno:)t tend~~r conof\ctions. Ilu~:lhands, and 
sous, RuulJrothers ; and, in lnany instances, th03C or lhe most 
e'{:,tel"pl'i~ing and endearing (~hal'a{'.tel', and in the Jnidf;t of life 
.and enjo~rn,cnt; are to)'n a\v'.\y fronl tllcil" lil'f~sides, and their 
deal'est cOllnections; from their 'rives, and 1 heif" c-}lildrcn? 
tlle.!l" brethrt~n and sisters. their 1IJvers and rl'ien,j~;; fi'~ In all 
tlle s,vccts or dOlucstie life; to e.ntcr the flf·id or 4illal' l\f, to 
d\\'cll i11 fillhj'~ carur~s, to p(ll'fOrnl tedious nlarr.llS~\ a!HhH~~et),"le~, 



pd .}tlidnir;lIt wa.~hings; to suffcl' hunger and tllirst,; 
J,eatø M(l e.olds. . sicku(',Kses, priv~ltions, 'desJlondencies and, 

,'deatll. Bllt if lire,: and healtll reDlain, t.heir tcrrible lot Dlust 
be, as occaøion~ rcquirc, to Jlleet tJle enemy in tlle field of ' 
battle. Ile re, t.llC )10rJ'O.{'5 baiHe all (lesClailltion. "For every 
),attle. 6f't,he warrior is ,vitll confused noiil~f and garments 

; l'olJed in blood." For!ti tications are to be carried 1)y tll.e' point 
of the bayonet, ant) hcfore tlle lnoutlli of thU'Jldel~ing. cannon. 
It it possible to con(!e.i~'e of uny thing more deplorable amt 
horrible than tIlis? 'Vllat a· cODtl~ast f?othe serenit.y and hap .. 
,iness of domestielife! Even the most just and suecessful war 
is a source of the most dire calamity, 1)1 iti inroads on domes-

, tie felicity. 
, 2. War p .. ·oduees a derangement of eom~ercial business 
and intercollrse, a nlost enornlOUS burden of expellse, and a 
most prodj~al ,vaste and destl"uction of property. Nothmg inl
poyerislles tlle world like the expenses and d'evastations or war. 
It is at an expense no lt.~s.s, tItall. ' tlle. hun~cr' and Rakedl~ess of 
D\illions, that 'vars are sup.p~tcd. 'l'ere the human race only' 
in a state ofdul'ablc p,cacct ~tll might enjoy all ahundanee oftllC 
eomfol'ts of life. llut, il\Volved in perpetua) waF, the greater 
part alte neal'ly in a state of starvation. Even in out- o,vo na
~on, IDll)titudes of pWl,Je, who hava eontinually enJoyed a 
fu)locss of bl'eail, Illay he d·riven to par~ ,vitll the last busllel of 
~orn, to SHPllOl't t~·~e cXlleuses of n 1l10st disastrous and puinolls 
\Var. And even alreudJT, does tIte fanlille press heavrily on those 
pal1ts of the count I'Y ,,,hich ~l]le unfåvorable to tlle produetion 
of bl~l·ad-col~n. l~overty aatl ucatb are tbe cWects of war. 'l'lte, 
sUllfJort of armies, ,viill nIl thø appara11ls and mtmitiøu's of' 
",[,I', is but a s!nalJ }lal-t or tl}c eonsulnptioo øl propeI1,y. ..l\p~ 

~,ies sprea<l dcsolat.ion in the enl'. Il. The li I"e rages' ,,'ith tlle 
s,~~ord by land; antI t~tC se~, ahsol'bs itit miJlions. 'j"lle' earth, 
defraudcd of its cultivation, refuses to ~'ield ilS' incl~ase ; a.nd 
the sea, S,,'cI,t or its Jlltu~elt~~:lt,; and il~llcr'Jftel1, witllholds it! 
wonted aid to tli-e SllPI)Ol't or H.la.nli.hul. 'l'llus the }la11"f)('.k of'!lrop .. 
ert y, and tlu .. ~ llulnan lllisel~Y oeeaS!'Ofictl lJ.r it, rcnd.er ,var a 
S9re and tcrl'jhlc (',~lanlity. 

s •. 'fhe unfailing trndcll<'y aml ctfee-t or W\lr is, to dtrstrøy 
tlle l1berty aud c'iHa.ljt;r' of lnatll\ind. It IlluJtipJies ]1l(~rat.i'1e 
ofiires anlong an1bit i(}us ~t'Hl aspirin!; Jnc'n; and greatly in .. 
('I·O~~!-j\'::; the tJHl'den~ and ~'1'pl'est'ioa5 'Jr the pOQr, tllc i!~fiI·l}\ aud 



' ..... 

unprosperou'S. By waT', n, e,M"(-te.d and sUTfPortt.d a tcrrltle ' 
power, able anti disp'osed to inftnence the civil cnncerns of the 
state; and cvery excTtion of that po,vel' saps tlle f,)undation or 
republieanism. TIIC Ifberty Hnd lITdeIlendenee ,\#hi-eh we oole
brate this day, will be very sllortlivc(111fessings, il' "e pen .... .., 
like the angry nations of Europc, in a stut'e of Ilerpetua) war. 
'Be the '11ames of war ever sopure andjttgt. yet they will grad u
a11y COD8UIRe republican principJ~s. 'War meaøurt.s, as you 
'cannot hut observe, are greatJy -el11barrtlssed by the long de-
bates and tardy op'erations (jf-a l'ep'oblican gove,nmeøt. Noth
ing but de3potism, Ol' enthWlirrsm, ~an e~r~keep pace wlth the 
'exigences 'of war. Hence arose tlle necesslty or an absolutD 
'Dietator in the Roman Common,vcnlth,' in Oltre.5 or \far. 

Detel'mined therefon, as' we aJYPCal' to bt', to proø~cote'the 
present war; we must hasten to relinquish our republicn 
:principles. W-e 'must amend, and amtnd, and amt1tll the con
!titution of these United 8tatc~, urttil lik. .~cbi)les· Btlip, It 
looses ,it! identity. 'Libel'ty'and equaJity, , .. ht~h 11a'fe 80 lo. 
hen the solaee'ofouf hearts, 1ØId the thcmc of oQt- sweetest 
~ng, must be exclnmged far an ·ir·Oll ~~eptre, unless 1Ve con. 
sent 'to 'sbeathe' the sword, and cttltivate pence. 

O the miseries and ~alamities of war! "~fy lJowtls, ' ~J 
iowe18 ! I am pamed at m~ "Cery llea,19 t." 

'~. Wal' eherishes the pride of the hlilnan heart, and begeu 
'the 'mMt· absurd notions of virtue and }lonor. By the banefut 
infl",eooe'of war, duelling, witJl all it·s hOl'l'id train of eviIs, is 
tmt· on'" sanctioned, but rendercd' peculiarJy Ilonol'able. To 
be·esteemed a heN), and a utan of' hnool', tlle warl'iol' bccomea 
B#savage, ft~ed with tllC most deadJy rcsentolent, by ev~ 
ølight atfront. O bow hostile to the maxims or tlle holy SaviotJt
is the war spirit! It "breathes out threatenin;;il am1 slaugh
tet-." It sllOl'ts ,vith human life; and is regardles8 ora futllre 
Itate, and' a final judgment. Such are the horrors ofwar ! 

5. War exeites and ellerishes the animosities orwhole Da. 
tiOB8 against each otber. ]rfillions of i~orant sou)s, who 
know Dothing wbat to alledge against a neighboriftg and kin" 

. dred people, are fired with maJice and cnmity, to prepar.e 
them for seeDes ofblooo and carnage. Unlcss men are inspf. 
red with maliee and enmity J they are unprepared for '\far. 

It \\till hardly be pret.enrled 'by tll~ advoca,t~s for war, (hat 
tØI arø actuated by 80Y-tetter priociple than national anlmos. 
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jty. no arlnics of v.etel'ans ru.sll fnl'ionslJ'~ anc} (li~:';1'~I\a1cI~y on 
each otller, in the day of battle, actuat.ed by 111utual lu~'{", and 
kind atfection ? '})o tlle~1, OD eithel' part, act 011 the l)i~jllclil)lc 
of pure benevo]e·n~.c.? "F"l~om wl1t'llce (~Onle ,vars and figlltiBg~ 
among yo,o ? Com.c they not llence, even of J;"onr lusts ,yhi{~}l 
'war ~n J'our ~:neInbers?" It is the Just of po,," Cl', the lust of 
llonor, the ,lust of conquest, and ille lust of Cllll)irc, l}y Wllic.ll 
nations are' i1l8pi)~ed te ,va,ge ,va.r. And hal'ing ,vaged war, 
.evån ontbc most slender ground, the way is prepared t'o blow 
Ul) the 'Iatent sparks of enmity into an inextinguishable fianlc. 
~N atiOns. 'and tl1eir armies are never found cørdiaJ to eaclt other, 
after tJley 118v,e begu)) \vallton)y to slled eaC}l otller's blood. 
Bow gre at' are the h~l·l"ors of ,rar, whicll ellkindles and en
"fianles the grou~dless aniOlosities of millions and Dlillions of 
hearts ! . 

6. War exceetls every' tIling to corrupt tlle minds, and de ... 
mor:l,Uze the conduct ofolankind. Canlps Q!'e tile nurscTies 0'[ 
'ind"lenee •. of intemperance, of lewdness, of profanity, of con
tention and violence.· War plaees men very mueh out of tl18 
reach of the means of gt'ace, and the Inot.ives to morality. It 
scpal'ates thcnlfl'om the ordinances and institutions of the gos
pel. It leads tllem to forget and profane tIle 110ly sabbath; 
and in sIlort, to .fo·r(~et God. Ilong standing 81'mies decline 
rapidly to a state of barbarisIn. .1\rluies of a silorter duration 
baving pr~sently inlbiht'd the lihertinc prin(~iples, and peculJar 
vices of tllC carnp, nling!e again ,,,,itfl their natura) connections, 
'and diffuse thr dpadly poison. IIo\v fatal to tlle mOI'sl charae
ter of men are tllC cffccts an(l (~onsl'(lue.nces of,v~\r! " 1 CCl,'lI/not 

'hold my peace, becau,se thou lllU~t hea,,-d, O my JtJoul, the 80und 
of the trum'lJet, tlte alarln of lvu.r." 

7. ..~noth('r of the }JOrrOI's of ,val~ is, tllat " the! who take 
the sword, sIlull pcrisll ,vit}l the ~word." To this position, 
there are some excepti~ns; but in general it is )'calized. 1'lle 
peClllial' judgments of heaven gcncl'ally swcep off the advocates 
tor war. 1~be praycl~ of the IJsal1nist, " Scatter thou the peo
ple who deligllt in waI'," is oft~n heal'd an(1 ahSWere(]. TIIC 
commøR lot of wal'riors is, to die an untilne)v death, and to 
'. .. 
die in sin and stu:.idity. "They die ,,'itJlout instruction, and 
in the gl'eatness oftll{~ir foIly, thpy go astraJ'." 

Thus in eVfl'V "ir,v. "\\'ar is ca)alnitous and horrible. It is • 
the greatest.and Dlost terrilJle of all divine judgments. King 
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David, l'el}OWned as he'was in the a11 of war, wisely,"fep~ 
t1le pestilence. War wa~ the abhorrenee ofllis heart; and 118 
submitted to it, ooly as all act of obedience to God; onl)' as tl1e 
cxecutioner of his indignation ~!nwt the enemics of hia' hoJy 
kingdom. 

IMPROVEMENT. 
1. From the vie\" which we have taken of the hopl'orS ot 

~ar, we are taught, under pr~sent cJrcumstances, to ,celebratc 
aur llu,tional independence, wlth fear and trembling. 

'l'his precious blessing is, as yet, continued to Ul; ror wllieh 
unreigned. gl~atitudc is due t~ God. Dut, Ceeblc and deCence. 
less as we are, and deyoted to martial eDterpriseø. ,vl.ich di·· 
rectJy lead to despotism ; it lviII be a miracle of divine protcc .. 
~OD, if OUl" libel'tyand independence be much lon.gel- t,upport. 
ed.. The aclvocat~8 for war must very ioon be DonpluSlCd, UD

less some w'ay be invented, to invacle the libertles of the people • 
. la tbat. Jlappy state of honest neutrality, proclaimcd and 
e!tabli.8b~d by the wisø and venerable W A.SHINGTON, our 
peace and prosperity bad no parallel.Our IJrospeeta were 
un~louded. Liberty and jtldependenoo. seemed guaranteed . to 
us, and to O\lf posterity. "re could celebrate the bil·:.h .. day, 
~nd the bil'th-righf.of our nation" without Jf. ;loOl:IJ1 apprcbcr., . . 

• 
,110n... 

Far removed from the land or dcspotism, an(1 firmlyestab-
lisbed on neutral ground, with a commeree inyjting the f,tiend .. 
.ship of all tlle nations; wllat eould there be to prov.okc a ,var, 
or to endaager our li bert y and indcl)endence ? 

Bot alas. bow soon, and IIO\V fatally are the tal.lel tupoed ! 
Bow are our ears, and our hearts 'pained with the din of ar~s ! 
.with "the Boune! of the t":,mpet, the alo.1'1n of lva1' !', It begins 
Dew to he "ith hesitancy, t}lat \Ve can pronounee our uatioll 
a frce anti independent republic. Most tcrventJy do we hope 
and pray fOl' the iengtheniog Ollt of our trauquility. But so 
lon; .as W.6 t~xperience the horl'~rs or a disastrous "'IW, OUl' 

case is almt,st hopeless. If we, therefore, celebrate our Ila· 

tional inde.pendence, let us do it with hum'j!itJ", mcekdCss and 
~a~ , 

~. While we contemplate the borrors of waI', into ,vbJch "re 
are so deeply plunged, whatever we may tl;.jnk of the agents 
and instruments of the calalnity, let l\S, by DO means, 4Wer. 
Jook the hand of a hoJy and all controling Provid()u(·~. "811all 
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th.,~ \l~ e·vlJ irl\ a oit)', an'.f~ tl1~i i.oro· J1Qth not done it Z" Slll'C,~ 
ly. the God øf tr-u,th and, r.igJrtefHIStlC&1i is tCRtj~ying against us. 
J.t cCJ'tainly llccolne,s us· to' -~ay:, "',It 'i~ the Lf)l'(l; Jet }.1111, (lo 
\Vllat secnletL lliul good~';; .', .~e~,}~.~ ... ~~~y bl'etllren, Dlost so~enll'
ly J1.eali~clt that t)H~ f.'O'VllS >(',f heuyen' are us visibJe ill 1.lie 
• • " I •• 

horr.ors of ,var. us. ~n. the rati1.ir~e· Oft· pestiJence. It ,vas by tl,e 
~verl'u'Ijng Ill~ov:idenc,~~ ot'Gt:>d., tbat tlie .} e,vs ,vet'e invol "el~ in 
a \vi~kcd und des~peratc' \var' ·wi'th the: empire of J.\s,~Y1.'ja, '., Q 
,~~,sY'I"i,{~,n, tll,C' rod o.f"Dlihc 3nget', and, the' staff in tlt(~"r h~nd i, 
:win.c ind!g~ation .':. J ,vill fS~'nd' him aga.inst an llJ'~poc]:'iti~al UR

,.iOIl,"8~I,tb the L01~d. 'God also scnd!f against us,a v(~ry power
ful' nation, to cll'asti:/ic us fQr OUl' pridt;, and illJpiety;; an,d f'o~ 

, ' , ~'ur' allUSe of tlle l'jøll,l~st pJ:ivilegese . 
. Let ,u~, ~llc,rcfore~ l\'l~ilc we disllPl1r9VC, of aJI wl\~o may be 

"the ,vicked. ndyoc~tes 1"01', "ar, ~nd CQI),q~est" ant) d(~spotisllJ, ; 
, ~dore an,d reve~en~e th~~,I)Q~. b:~'14· of GtQ~, in ll}!, Qu.r 1);\~lQna1 
· ,and indivi(lual c,alå,mities. '. ' . \.' .... . , 

t, ~., 1')16 sul)Jeet before IlS,. cOlltqlnpl~tingol1r d~~,r eO.uut:ry, 
a,S d~cply invQlve.() in the horrors of ,yar" e~ci.te,s tJl~ anxiou8 
'~~qujry, wbaf~.a]) be the remedy? 
'. Efforts for t'his il)lportarit purpose are not ncglected. Wbeth
er the efforts are, in genera), ,vise 011 unwise. is submitte() to 
yo~r sober and candid .1udgment. 1~hose tIlat· consist in the 
eIamol" al1d decla~r ~tion of f,ur.i~us partizans, ~e doubtlcss un .. 
wls~, and. will pro~e to be uns~ccessfuI., . 

To lie still and, do notiling, under tlle pressure Qt " tremen
dous, ifnot å needless war, must be very unbecoming. The 
~~~~ is alarmipg ,; and ~an hardly justify a state of' indi~erence, 
flr inactiyity. Our dearest i"tere~t~, Qur precious libertie~, 
clvil and re]j~iou8, <rur r~publie.ani~1ll, Qur national indep~.n
~~n.ce~ å~. 'l,e -hlL~e f(rund. are aU at s.take. F or wc ar,e entan-
"l~~, in ~a~ GUE:"'T WA~F ARE, the all ti: cl Il'i stian strug
g~c, wllle11, acc9.1'·dlng to s.crlpture prop4ecy, 18~ to endure and 
''',age, in VQl'ious fo,'nl& and degrees, I{lorc tllan haIfa eentury. 
~Iorc than,iifty ~ears in pro speet, p,resent to our vie~r a scene 
~f ~val' an(ll·elvolut~~p._~ Steene ,of the lPQst terrible c~aJamity ! 
, ' "Vllat then is the remedy? H f)'Y shall tlte ca)alnity be avert~ 
~d l Jf tllis be impos~~hlc ; iJ~w sh~l it be lnitigtJ.t~d? Ho" 
,t~haJl it be su~tain('d ? 

l~rl~ss~d :with ~n:~ie1y on tllis sul~ifet, a great associ,ati,n of 
tlle fl:jt.',nd,s or Ileacc l.as l)ccn fOrJIlcd for tlle 11l',o1essed l~urp'O~c.s 
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of candid de)ihcrQtion~ an(l tht, cli~l'l1~~lon of ~nhjr{'t~ JllOrnl 

and l)olitical ; antI fo)' the Ilrtolllu·tiou ul' hal·IHnll.~· ,uHI ))t\H{·.(~. 
']'Ilis associat.ion is dCl1olnjJJatti~1 'l'III~ '\;"ASll1~,(i'I'OX 111·~NEY

OIAENT 8()CI11~'ry. 'l'his society Ilas tal,en a lending llut". it 
prol)()sing the rcligious solemllitit~S o.J' the Pl·('~~(·nt o,·(~a~i()n,. 
,,,. c hope ,antI tl'U~t, so flll' as ,,-c ca n J u(lge of t h~i.. (ll~i(·(·ts, 

fronl ,vhat is visil)lc in tlleil~ llltue,cedings. tllut ih~y 1111t'ditatc 
neither attaeliinent nOI' Ilostility to anJ' flart.y : but endclll,·or to f 

" fol18w peace ,vitil HIl men !" 'J."1hat this. ()1J,~"1 to he the·jr en .. 
dcavor, is ~lear: that it really is SD, is 11(1peful. 

rrhe profession is no less than tI-lut of bt~rle'rol.cllce: and this, 
put in stcad~· and unilorlu pl'actiee, is the b(·.~( of' all renu~diQs 
fOI~ tlle 11ol~l'ors of ,var. llt'l1c,·o)e.nc.e, n.y l))·t·\thr(~n. i,s the 
essenee of pure religion. It is lligllly l)lca~ing tQ tlte I~ord : 
An(1 "\vhen a man's ways p)eafjC the I~ord, IlC ntakctli r.vetl 
his encmies to Ile .at peacc llPjth hinl." Ha(1 theIle bccn, g't~n-

erally in our nation, a slJirit of true benevolenee '; ,ve should. 
not Ilave been involved ill the Jlorrors of ,var. Benevolenee il. 
cOAdcscending a'd )lUcific. "It suJfers )ong, and is kim). It is 
not easily provokcd, seeketh not its o\vn." .is frank an(l. 
llonest. It is jlnassuming, llna~piring,. unt)js~ing, disin .. 
terested. It is 110ly affection of' Ilel\rt. Act on tllis princl
ple, and you ,vill be hUInbie and penitcnt : you will embl'ace, 
tile Redeenlcr, . an(1 be tlle ellildren of Abrallall1, tllC citizens 
of Zion. 'Var will cease to rage, and will 'iler, Ilcfore you. 
" One of you," arilled wifb benevoIcnce, " s)lall cllac~c a thOll
sand, and two llut t.en tllousand to ftigllt." 'l-'Ilc ,vca.pons of 
your warfare, which is spiritual, will be, 110t carnal, 1)ut 
migllty, through God, to the pulling do\\'1J. of strong lIo1ds. 
c, No weapon that is forme(} against you shall Ilrosper." Y ea, 
in tlle exel'e,ise and p)'actice of true J)cne,~oIcncc, JOH '4llaJI 
communicate peace, as fal' as YOllr influcnee extends. And 
your inJlueoce, like that of'W.\8HINfj1~ON~ shall be irresist
able, and evcr incre~sing. Actuate(l by true IJenevo.lenee, you 
shallJ in the scripture sense, inherit the cal-tll, as w{\ll as heaT
en. You" shall delight yourielves in tl,e nlHlndan(~e Orpeu(·e." 

Blessed (f.1-e the pe(J~elna.kers, fOl' they shall be cal'ed the 
~hildren of God. AMEN. ,. 


