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Fr:enps AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,

“THE Moft High rules in the
Kingdoms of men, and giveth them to
whomf{oever he will.”

To this polition both facred and pro-
fane hiftory bear a joint and unequivocal
teftimony : Of its truth the proud monarch
of Babylon was convinced by circumftances
the moft humiliating and extraordinary,—
The mighty revolutions, the diftraling con.
vulfions, and defolating wars that have in all
ages (pread calamity and deftruétion through-
out the habitable world, have all been uunder
the controul of an all-wile and unerrini
Providence. The rife, progrels, ingreafe; ™
decline, and final diffolution of wmighty em-
pires, infeiior principalitics, and petty ftates,
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have &ri@tly adhered to that Almighty fat,

which fays to the boifterous ke, * Hither-
to fhalt thou come, and no further: and
here fhall thy proud waves be ftayed.””

But no inftance occurs, either in anci-
ent or modern hiftory, in which the hand of
a Supreme Being is more confpicuous than
in thofe occurrences which gave birth to the
growing empire of the United States of
North America.

The proud tyrant, of Great-Britain, as
though deftined by Heaven, and infpired by
infernal [pirits, as the inRrument of aa eter
nal {eparation between that kingdom and the
ﬁoun[hmg colonies of the New World, cou!d
not gorge his thirft for domination and gold,
with any thing fhort of the complete and
univerfal controul of the lives, liberties and
hard earnings of the loyal and peaceable in-
habitants of thole colonies. But, while he
was madly purfuing his inhuman fchemes of
oppreflion and violence, aided, and frequent.
Jy duped by a corrupt and defigning minil-
try, the voice of Heaven, by various over-
tures of Providence, cryed with majeftic e
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loquence and awful emphafis, “Georce!
beware, Columbiais the deflined theatre of
liberty, if you attempt to invade her Pro-
vince you will do it to your eternal fhame
and mortification.”” But deal to the ad-
monitions of Heaven, and the repeated re=
monftrances of his moft loyal and faithful
fubjets, he vociferates, like another harden-
ed Pharaoh-—*“ /#ho is the Lord, that I thould
let thole Yankees enjoy their right ?* They
are a bafe-born fwinifh nerp, fit for nothing
but f{laves—and they fhall ferve ME,’—
Poor deluded mortal! lifting up himfelf

againﬁ OMNIPUOTENCE.

- At length the infulted Majefly, who
maketh the clouds his chariot, iflues the royal
mandate to the genius of Liberty, to con-

voke the patriotic {ages of America in one
general Congrefs to deliberate on the beft
~ meafures to be purfuedin afferting and vin-
dicating Rer authority, and eftablifthing her
Empire in this new and happy World.—
Let us for a moment, indulge conjecture, and

fancy the gentle Goddefs hovering over their
. . Az ’ - et
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venerable heads, and whifpering in accents
infinitely fofter than thofe of the fam'd
nymphs of the Sylvan fhades : “ My children,
you are aflembled on the moft impurtant
occafion; on the refult of your deliberations
depend the moft important events :—the dif-
play of Truth—the eftablithment of the
empire of Liberty—the renovation of the
political world—the emancipation of MAN

from flavery—the peace and profperity of
unborn millions. Be deliberate—be united.
Unappalled by the threats of Tyrants and
their ten thoufand fatellites, difplay a mag-

nanimity of foul that rifes fuperior to all ob«
ftruttions or difcouragements, and teach the
world that virtue never fhines with all her
refplendence but in the hour of diftrefs
and perfecution. To you, under the fuper-
intendance of the powers above, I folemnly
commit the affertion, the vindication, and
final eftablifhment of my long rejeéted and
in[ulted authority, Fear not. Be faithful
to your truft. Heaven will prote@ you—

your country will honor you—and generao




£ 7 ]

tions yet unhorn will rife up and cal! you
BLESSED.”

Sie cealed. A profound filence cha-
rat:rifed = folerin paunle.  The exquilite
beauty of her form—the unaffeéled [olemn-
ity of her addrels, tempered with majeftic
{weetnels in every accent, fircd every breail
with a noble enthufialm, while every bofomn
glowed with pure philantropy and patiio:ic
zeal for the caule of Truth and Liberty,

At length they broke filence, and thus
addrefled the heaven-born princefs, * Illus-
trious ftranger ! We are impreffed with the
righteou{nefs of your demands--we gratefully
acknowledgethe infinite honor you have con-
ferred on us, by depofiting your caufe in our
hands—we folemnly {wear eternal allegiance
to your government, and fidelity in the dif_
charge of every duty connelled with the ima-
portant truft you have deigned to repofe in
us. Our life—honor—iniereft—every thing
we hold dear or facred is devoted. But, ce-

lefital nymph ! Senfible of the happy influ.
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ence your prelence may have on us, and the
important leflons we may receive from you
in this trying moment, we earneftly entreat
you to prefide over us in all our delibera-
tions.”” With a {mile of benignity and coma
placence that might have moved the heart of
a florc, fhe nodded affent; and without fur-
ther ceremony was placed in the chair.

In their confultations they proved
them(elves her legitimate offspring ; and after
deliberately weighing the important queltion,
““ Whether the {ons o £ Columbia fhould be
free, or confent to be flaves?”’ With folemn
deliberation, and with a confcientious ap.
peal to the fearcher of hearts for the reétitude
of their intentions, they, on the ever-me-
morable Fourth of Fuly, one thoufand feven
hundred and feveniy-fix, declared to the
world that “ Thefe colonies are, and of right
ought {0 be FRER AND INDKPENDENT

STATES,” &c.

The powers of Heaven approved their
declaration—the genius of Liberty rejoiced
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at their firmnels—the fame thereof was waft.
ed as on Zephyrus’s wings, reached old Eu-
iope’s haughty courts, and *thundered an
awful prefage in the ears of Tyrants.”” The
haughty delpots of the old world tock the
alarm, the tocfin was founded—* 10 arwms,
TO ARMS, our craft’s in danger,” was the
univerial cry.  Proud Albion’s broad caii-
vas was unfurled—the vaflals of Hefle Caflcl
were (et in motion, and {oon the fertile fhores
of North America fwarmed with foreign fav-
ages. The furious menaces of their proud
commanders—the thunder .of their artillery,
with the rapacious barbarity of their unprin.
cipled mercenaries threatened to deluge our
infant country in flames and blood. Rapine
—murder—all the horrors of a woerfe than
Jfavage war enfued. Our flourifhing and po-
pulous cities were pillaged and laid in afhes,
our virtuous citizens were butchered in the
moft inhuman manner, our blooming youths,
the growing hope of their parentsand cour-
try, were mangled in the ficld of batile,
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widowed mothers and helplels orphans were
multiplied, immolated innocence lay welta
ring in her crim{on gore, while one univer-
fal croan was heard from every part of our
diftrefled country. |

In her diftrels, Columbia cried unto her
God : He heard her woice out of his temple,
and her cry came before him, even into his
cars. Then the earth fhook and trembled : the
Soundations alfo of the hills moved, and were
Shaken, becaufe he was wroth, He bowed the
Heavens alfo, and came down ; and darknefs
was under his feet.  And he rode upon a che-
rub, and did fly: yea, he did fly wpon the
wings of the wind. The Lord alfo thundered
in the Heavens, and the higheft gave his voice ;
hail-flones and coals of fire. Yea, he fent out
his arrows, and [cattered them ; he fhot ous
lightnings, and cfz'fcomﬁtcd them. Then the
channels of waters were feen, and the founda-
tions of the world weve difcovered ; at thy re-
bute, 0 Lonrp, at the blaft of the breath of
thy noftrils, He fent from above, ke tosk her,
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ke drew her out of many walers, He delivers
¢d her from her firong enemies, and from them
which hated her : for they were too firong for
her.  For he will fave the afflicted people ; but
will bring down high looks. Therefore let us
give thanksunto the Lorp among the vaiions,
and fing praifes unto his name. Let us exalt
him, for he is the LORD OUR GOD,

To retrace the various {cenes of a long
and arduous ftruggle would exceed the in-
tended limits of this oration. Suffice it for
the prelent, to 2y, that under the fmiles of
~ a gracious Heaven, and by the inftrument-
ality of our patriotic Sages, and gallant He.
roes, we were condutted fafe to viQory:
while the groud 'tyiant of OLp EncLAND
was compelled to lick the duft; and, to his
utter chagrin and mortification, acknowledge
the truth of the Declaration we celebrate
this day. Thus was the foundation laid for
us to enjoy in peace, what was obtained by
the hardfhips and fatigues of a cruel war. .

Before we proceed let us confecrate 2
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tear of {ympathetic gratitude to the memo.
ry of thofe gallant Heroes, and worthy ci-
tizens who fell in our glorious revolution ;
whole blood was the price of our liberties.
Let us mourn the fate of the brave ‘Warfeh,-
the intrepid Mercer, the gallant Montgo-
mery, and thoufands of others who-freely
fhed their blood in the caufe.of freedom :—
and while we regale under the luxuriant
boughs of the Tree of Liberty, let us teach

the laurel to encircle their urn with unfad.
ing verdure,

To return, Let us in order to be fur.
ther imﬁre’ﬁ'ed with a fenfe of gratitude on
this occafion, turn our atténtiomr to {cenes
more 1ecent, and equally interefting. Out
illuftrious patriots, tho’ imprefled with the
principles, were not adepts in the feience of
Republican government. Befides, in form-
ing our conflitution they had to combat paf.
- fions and prejudices equally- boftile, and
more unconquerable than the numerous le-
gions of foreign invaders. To form a per-
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manent combination of a number of inde.
pendent States, poflefling different interefts,
and neceflarily purfuing different objes,
and at the fame time governed by different
maxims, habits and nanners, required at
once the exertion of all thofe exalted talents

that ennoble the human foul. Bat, under
the fuperintendance of that kind Providence
that has all along watched over this coun-
try for good, a Conflitution has been framed
which, tho’ it cannot boalt' of perfe@ion,
may fafely be pronounced the beft the
world Mas ever produced. By this mafter-
piece of Buman wifdom and magnanimity,
the feveral ftates are conlolidated in one im.
penetrable phalanx ; and their infinite vari.
ety of interefts and obje&s of purfuit placed
on fuch amicable terms as to leave no juit
caule for complaint or uneafinefs,

But notwithftanding the point is fo far
fecured there is no time for idlenefs. Ex-

perience has taught us, that reftlefls ambition
B
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can always find, or fabricate a pretext for all
thofe meafures that have for their obje& the .
aggrandizement of the few at the expence of
the many. Occurrences too painful to be
recited at this time, have taught us that do..
meftic ufurpers are more dangerous to the.
exiftence of a Republic than foreign invad-
ers. But thanks to Heaven, the f{ecret ma-
chinations as well as the daring outrages of.

the advocates of Ariftocracy have been fo.

over-ruled, that they have ferved only to

roufe the attention of the friends of Liberty, -
and rekindle the languithing fpaik of *76 ;
and, within the laft four years, a revolution
has been effe@ed without war or bloodfhed,
of equal impbr,tance to our common country
as well as to each individual State, with that

which coft fo much blood and treafure. This -

circumftance ought to be improved as an
eternal leffon to ambitious -furpers, not to
invade the liberties of a free people.

- It ought to be matter of joy to us, that
notwithftanding we have pafled through
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- many dangers, yet, bleft with men at the
helm of our affairs who poflefs the fpirit of
our glorious Revolution, whole boloms cher-
ith the fentiments of peace and liberty, and
whole obje&t is to diffufle tranquility and fo-
cial happinels through every fe&ion of our
growing Empire, we may at prefent fit fe-
curely under our own vine and our own fig
tree, and with great propriety adopt the lan-
guage of the r.byal poet : * He hath not
dealt fo with every nation! Praile ye the
Lorp.” |

While I congratulate you on the hap-
pinels and profperity we enjoy under our
prefent wife and virtuous adminiftfation,
permit me to call your attention for a mo-
ment to an event pregnant with incalculable
advantages to our flourithing Republic. [
mean the peaceful and honorable acquifition
of the extenfive and fertile Province of Lou-
15s1ANA. This event, whether viewed in re.
lation to the intrinfic value of the acquifi-
tion, or the means by which it was obtained,
cannot fail to infpire our minds with grati.
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tude to the great Director of all events, and
at the fame time with fentiments of the high-
eft efteem for thole by whofe wifdom and
found policy it has been achieved. In a com-
mercial view it is all important to the growa
ing wealth of our Wellern territories ; while
it fecures to them the peaceable navigation of
the Miflifippi, it invites enterprize and com-
merce from every dire@ion. In refpet to

agriculture, it opens an extenfive field for
induttry, and promifes to crown the labor of
the husband:~ - with abundant plenty, and
vhinterrupted tranquility. In a territorial
view, it is a vaft extenfion of the empire of
freedom. In refpet to foreign relations, it

fecures us from thole innumerable evils 1u-
feparable from its colonization by a power-
ful and warlike nation, whofe ambitious views

aim-at the {ubjugation of all mankind. The
means by which this “ Epen’’ of the new
world has been obtained, are worthy and
charaleriftic of thofe enlightened and patri-
otic Perfonages by whom they were invented

and fuccelsfully profecuted. Not by {word
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—not by blood and {laughter—not by the
lives of ourgallant youths, and virtuous ci-
tizens; but by peaceable negociation—by
fair and mutual contralt, giving value
for value, and thereby fecuring the good will
of thole from whom the purchafe was made,
and at the {ame time engaging their ftrength
to fupport inltead of oppafing our claim.

But, notwithftanding the manifelt ad.
vantages reflulting from this important acqui-
fition, there are fone who complain bitterly:
of the bad policy and prodigality of our gov-
ernment in the affair.  The various opinions
exprefled by them at different times, furnith
a very ftriking evidence of the verfatility of
the human mind : as a proof of this, let us
examine their prefent arguings, and contraft
them with their former propofitions. Their
prelent arguings are: ‘ The price is too
high : It isa poor marfhy fwamp incapable
of cultivation, of unhealthy climate, the
greater part of it fit only for the habitation
of frogs and tortoife the Republic will

be too extenfive, and muft eventually crufh
| B2
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beneath its own weight——the French had

no right to convey it, confequently our title
is not permanent—but, what is worle than

all the reft, the method of obtaining it dil=
covers pufilanimity, is degrading to our na-
tional chara&er, and calculated to invite
abufe.” “ Who,” they ask, “ will treat us
with refpe& if we thus tamely {ubmit to the
moft flagrant abules without fhowing a pro-
~per refentment 2 ERtablith fuch a pralice
and every power that wifhes to pick our
pockets will offer us fome infult, in order to
draw us into an expenfive negociation : and
thus, by lavithing large fums to purchafe
peace, we fhall foon be reduced to beggary.’”

Their former propofitions were: “ It
is all important to us to fecure the navigation
of the Miffifippi—we muft poffels New-Or-
leanis—Louifiana is a fertile country—the
E,dgn of America-—the French will colonize
it—they will be dangerous neighbors—It is

1 worth fighting for—now is the time to
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frike——TO ARMS, TO ARMS *—-

But how truly laughable is the contraft!
And how powerful the effect of negociation!

Negociation (according to them) has
transformed the moft fertile country into a
worthle(s {(wamp, and yet, fee the ftrange in-
confiftency. This fame untillable Fen is a
 dangerous extenfion of territory, and will
render the Republic an unwicldy thing.—
How dangerous a colony of bull-frogs may
be to the exiftence of a Republic I muft leave
for the fages of Windham to dctermine ;
and it feems by their late defcription of the
foil, that {uch muft be the principal inhabit-
ants of Louifiana, It is matter of no {mall

e ——

o]
s

~ * Nothing more completely developes the wifh.
esof a certain defcription of men than their anxi-
ety to precipitate this country into a necdlefs and
unjuftifiable waron account of the unauthorized
condu& ot a fingle individual, without enquiring
whether there was any occoafion for War. Itis
believed that if they had had no other views than
the fecuring of New-Otleans, they would not have
founded the war-whoop with fuch avidity :‘l}u‘}ct
an army be raifed and fired with the fpirit of #a,
and they are fitted as tools for any purpofe that pro.
mifes them money and promotion,
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furprife, however, that thofe who have once
been routed from their domeltic enjoyments
by the thundering artillery of thole marfhy
veierans, thould within lels than a century
" become the advocates of an offenfive war
with them.* It is po[ﬁble,‘ however, they
-hoped the Mantle of Houpin had fallen on
fome of their intrepid Chicefs, who would
have led them fucceflsfully to the charge,
Again, negociation, (by comparing thetr
different ftatements) has [o diminifhed the
value of the objed, that what a few months
fince was worth hazardirg all the horrors and
expenfes of an unjuflifable Wagr, that
would unavoidably have drawn upon us the
vengeance of a powerful and ambitious na-
~ tion, isnot, at this time worth purchafing at
the moft reduced price. But let us put on
patience for a moment, and examine before
we give our judgment. The whole Province

* It is ftoried that the people of Windham,
(Con.) once quit their houfes and fled in the ut.
moft difltraftion at the croaking of the bull-frogs.
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is fuppofed to have coft about 15 millions of
dollars, including the contingent expenfes of
negociation: Let us calcalate the probable
expenle of ohtaining it by war. Let it be
remembered that they pretend their views
never extended any farther than the Ifland of
New-Orleans. = The unavoidable expence
of the war, admitting it had been ncver fo
fhort in its continuaticn, would not have been
“lefs than five millions of dollars : The lives
of our citizens who muft have fallen in the
conteft are worth fomething. Perhaps it
will be difficult to fix the data by which to eft-
imate their value. If we fix it according to
the price of flaves, either in Europe or A-
merica, it will be rating our citizens too low.*
In my eflimation, the life of each free citi-

en in the United States is worth as much as
Qe

* The price of flaves in Europe at the com.

mencement of cur Revolutionary War, was fet at

thirty pounds fterling, (fee thc contraét for the

Hefhans.) That of ﬂaves in Vlrglma and the

neighboring States, perhaps is fomewhat higher ;
but either is too low for Freemen.
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the life of GEORGE THE THIRD ona
‘the throne of Great-Britain: His falary is
faid to be one million ftetling per annum,
equal to more than four saillions of dollars :
If his life is not worth one year’s falary they
certainly give him too much ; but if it 1s,
then, according to this ellimation, if three
of our citizens had fallen, the price would
have been higher for thes ifland of New-Ore
leans than it now is for the whole Province.
Add to this, if it had been obtained by [orce,
it muft have been maintained the fame way,
which, inftead of compenfating for the firft
expence, would have been a continual fource
of expenfe; and what is ftill worfe, would
have formed a pretext for a landing army, the
ready engine of Tyranny, and favorite tool

of Ufurpers.
. .
But the obje& is erncompafled without

any uniuftifiable or dangerous mealures; and
from every view of the fubje&, we cannog
form too high an opinion of the philantropy
—the wildom—the found policy that have
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charatterized all the tmeafures’' by which fo
important an obje&@ has been obtained : and’
it weuld be a departure from every
principle of juftice as well as gratitude, to
withhold our encomiums from thofe worthy
ftatefinen and negociators who have been the
principal agenis in the contra&,.

The refult of our late ele@ion in this
State affords inconteftible proof of the tria
umphant prevalence of found principles, the

fame may be faid of the rapid progreffion
of Republicanifm in our fifter States. It

cannot fail to afford us matter of joy and
feftivity on this day, to realize that our
Brethren in New-England are burfting the
chains of fuperflition, emerging from the’
mifts of delufion, and rallying to the ftand.
ard of Liberty, We ought in juftice, to make
a diftin€tion between the bulk of the Pecople
in thofe States, who are habitnally honett,
~ and induftrious, poflefling the very foul of
Republicanifin, and only need proper in«
formation to be its moft fubftantial advocates s
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And their leaders, who labor inceflantly to
keep them in ignorance, and dupe them into
their impious meafures : While we defpife
the one we ought to extend the friendly hand
to the other; and rejoice that light is prevail-
ing among them,

But, while we rejoice, let it not be the
joy of intemperance : Let us remember that
every flep beyond the limits of reafonable hi-
larity isunjuflifiable, degrading to the dig-
nity of Man, and infulting the God of all
our mercies, Let us, while we rejoice, re-
member the fource from whence all our blel
fings flow, and ufe them in {uch manner ag
. not to be guilty of the bafeft of crimes: In-
gratitude,

- Letusrealize, that giatitude as well as’
duty calls upon as to be nobly tenacious of
the high privileges we enjoy under a free and
righteous government—let us realize that
the lawful defence of thole privilegesis a

poft at which we are placed for life, to delert
which would be to deflerve flavery—Ilet us be

deaf to the veice of fedullion; Our politi-
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cal opponents tell us that a Republican form

of government cannot be maintained—that
it will fooner or later dwindle into a menar-
chy, or fomething worle ; and as a demon-

firation of this, all ancient Republics, efpe-
cially that of Rome are brought into view,
and the conclufion is to be, that ours cannot
ftand. But hark, fellow citizens! Is it not
true alfo that a/l former governments, mo-

narchical, ariftocratical, democratical, or
whatever, have all had their decline, and

met their final diffolution # Where are thofe
mighty empires of antiquity ? Syria—Baby-
ion-—-Perﬁa, &c. &c. Alas! their names on~
ly livein hiftory. Not a veftige af them 1is
to be found. 'Where osce their famous ci-

ties rofe with towering fplendor, is now the
habitation of dragens, and the places where
they ftood cannot be afcertained.  So that if
the fall of ancient Republics is to be improv.
ed as an obje@ion againft that form of gov..
ernment, the fame objeétion will lie equally

~ againft all others, What then ? Shall we be

B
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guiliy of political surcips ? and becaufle ail
governments are {ubjeét to diffolution, con-
clude we wiil not tiy to fupport any ? We

~ may with as much propriety come to fuch g
conclufion, as to conclude becaufe the Ro-
man Republic is diffc’ved, that therefore we
will not ufe our -beft ¢cndeavors to fupport
ours. - But, fellow-citizens ! Letus not run
thad at phantom, but let us determine, fince
fbme kind of government is unavoidably ne-
ceffary, to feleét that which is the moft right-
€ous, and ufle our utmoft exertions to fup-
port it through life, and tranfmit it uncon-
taminated to pofterity.

Before we conclude, let-us take a concife
view of the chara@er and manner of the
Romans, and enquire into the caufes of the
ruin of their Republic, |

The Romans were a warlike people, ve-
ry little acquainted with, and lefs habituated
to the arts of agriculture, Their chief ﬁudyl'
or employment was war. They wereinured
to it from their infancy. They were a proud,
haughty people.  Their boundlefls ambition
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aimed at univer(al conqueft and domination,
and while they held out the {pecious pretens
fion of giving libeiiy to the natioas they un.
dertook to conquer, their fule defign was to
rifle them of their ireafure and make them

flaves. They were a blood-thirfty Republic
=—an overbearing unrighteous Republic ; and
confequently could not ftand. Their con.
du@® was calculated in every:-refpeét to draw
upon them the vengeance both of Gop and
tan, But let me ask, is this the true cha.
ralter of the citizeps of the United States ?
Are you willing, my friends, to be compared
to thofe blood-thirfty cannibals ?# No, your
indignation rifes at the thought. The A<
merican Republic is, at prefent, a peaceable
Republic; and fuch every Republic ought
to be, or it cannot ftand. I cannot give you
a more comprehenfive view of the downfall

of the Roman Republic, than by a citation
or two from the celebrated Millot, {peaking

of their decline, he fays, * War, which has
been {o ruinous to modern natiofls, always
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enriched the Romans, Should we then be
furprized when we fee that their ambition
tommonly concluded one war only to begin
another 2 But v-e are now approaching the
period in which the {poils of the world were
only to ferve as food for civil war, when the
defire of tearingit from one another made
the people the greateft enemies of the Repuba
lic, and when Rome at laft was to be punifh-
ed by the wickednefls of her own children,
for the mapy afls of anjuftice fhe had done
to mankind,"” | |
Again, {peaking of their final diffolu,
tion by Czfar, he fays : * This revolution
muft be afcribed to the vices introduced by
Qpulence, Every thing was {et to fale, when

every thing could be purchafed by a few in.
dividuals, and their exseffive riches increafl.

ing the poverty and wretchednefs of the mul-
titude, the fundamentals of the conftitution
gave way to corruption, integrsty di{appear-
ed, felf-igtereft was the only rule of ation,
and the depravity of manners infelled thy
fprings of government. The fpirit of paa
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triotifm was fRtifled by a thoufand difcordant
paffions ; luxury, voluptuoulnefs and de.

bauchery broke the bonds of duty, and am-
bition forced every barrier {word inhand: In

a word, the weak neceflarily became the
flaves of the ftrongelt. When we fee the
people feduced by boundlels profulion, the
foldiers fold to the general, who fills their
purles, the magiftrates forming cabals to fup.
port themfelves inoffice, and the generals re-
fufing to lay down the.command at the legal

period, we may without hefitation conclude
that liberty 15 at an end.”

Diltrefling piQure! Grant, gracious
Heaven, its original may never be feen in this.
now happy country,

Ferrow-CiTIZENS,

While the faithful pages of hiftory pré.
{ent to our view the errors of antiquity, and
their confequent evils, let us profit thereby,
Let us endeavour to avoid thofe rocks on
which they {plit, and thole impaflable gulfs
in which they foundered. Let the innume=

Csa
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rable evils the Roman republic experienced
.from ftanding armies and fucce(sful generals,
be an everlafting admonition to us, Let the
faltious rebellion of a Cataline, the profu
fion and bribery of a Jugurtha; by which
the moft atrocious crimes were committed
with impunity in full view of the fenate,
warn us to be ever on the alert, that we may
feafonably difcover an . prevent the f[uccels
of fimilar meafures. - Let the ufurpation of
a viQtorious Sylla, and the eftablifhed delpote.
ifm of a triumphant Caclar, by which every:
veftige of the former liberties of the peonle
were confignzd to oblivion, teach us never
to'give fimilar opportunity for ambition to
exalt itlelf above the people. Let us realize:
‘alfo, that it is not enough to watch over
| fraud and ambition in others, but let us learn
the noble fcience of felf-government, and:
live in Riri@ obedience to the laws of our
cou'ntrj'. Permit me-to mention the exalted:
fentiment of Judge Rufh, of Pennfylvania;’
Tpeaking of the importance of obedience to
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the {aws, .he fays,  If I were asked what is

the £irft partof theduty of a gaodcitizen, L
would {ay obedience. If 1 were asked what
is the fecond part ? I would fay. obedience,—

If I were asked what is the third part?.

I would reply obediznce. In fhort 1t
is the wvery eflence and confummation

“of the chara@er of a good citizen in

a Republican government,”” Let us then
purfue the path of virtue and obedience and
there 1s no danger of »ur falling. Let us
remember that thofe who are endeavoring tos
bring our principles into contempt, are often;
haranguing us with the pitiful fuggeftions
that * large republics cannot ftand ;’’ but all.
fuch affertions are falle, and come from thole.
who are ftriving to eftablifh the principles of
monarchy and ariftocracy on the ruins of Re-
publicanifm: But let fuch take warning, they.
are building up what God has decreed fhall:
be pulled down, and ho'wsver fanguine their
hopes may be, if they purfue fuch a courfe,
they mufl come down—they w;// come down.
—the powers above have faid they f2ali come.

down !
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But let it be remembered that it does
not depend on the extent of a Republic whea
ther it ftands or falls, Pray, if th: power
or virtue of all the people is not fufficient to
 bear up alarge empire, how 1s it poffible that
 a fingle individual thould be thought capablé
 of fupporting fo top-heavy a ftru€ture ? Is
~ a part ftronger than the whole 2 Or an indi-
vidual a better foundation for a "la'rge terris-
+ tory than all the people ! why fhould we cal-
eulate that addition to our territory is dan-
gerous ¢ Is the caufe of Republicanifm
" weaker becaule there are many Republicans,
than if there were but few 2 Shameful argu
i_ing ! The truth is, wicked, cruel, unjuft re.
¥ publics cannot ftand ; but let us be a righte-
ous, a peaceable, and a virtuous people, and
} though our republic fhould extend from the
¥ frozen mountains of Greenland to Cape
Y- Horn. there is ro danger of herfalling. So
. long as we purlue the maxims of peace and
Jultice, the nations of the earth would inter-
. eft them(elves in our favor ; and fhould any
»proud tyrant invade us, the powers of Heguen
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and Earth would be on our fide, and guar=-
antee to us the enjoyment of our liberties, fo
long as we dont abufle them. Let us then
‘puriue fuch a line of condu& as will teach
our enemies and the world that A REPUB_
LICAN GOVERNMENT CAN AND
WILL STAND.

Imprefled with thele fentiments, let ns
confign the remainder of the day to grateful
joy and feflivity ; and while we are partaking
of the bounties of Providence, let our hearts
rife with gratitude to that beneficent Being
under whole infinitely perfe& government
we enjoy PEACE in our borders, and pLanTY
in our habitations,

To conclude, While * amidft the car-

nage of war—the revolutions of empires——
the fpalms of contending parties—the jarring
intcrefts and turbulent paffions of infuriate
man,”’ we enjoy peacc and profperity, let us
remember it is becaufe the LORD GOD
-OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH.

FINIS.




