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ORATIO

"E have met this day to comme:mcrate the birta
of the empire in which we live.

The Declaration of Independence—the commence-
ment of that glorious zra, which gave us a name, rank
and consequence among the nations of the earth, was
one of the molt notle and patriotic alts ever donc in
any age or country, and has been a theme of delightful
contemplation to the friends of hberty and the nghts
of man in every quarter of the werid.

It is not my defign to enter into a hiftorical detail of
those events which | gave rise to this dec larmoq,—»or of
those exertions during the course of the revolutionary
war, by which our independeace was ultimately at-
chieved.

Bat inftead of taking a retrospeltive view of what
those have done wbo have gone before us, Iet us turn
our artention to what now remains tc be done, to se-
cure the full fruits of independence and the biefings of
liberty, and to transmit them unimapaired ic the latelt
poiterity.

.In this point of view, the field before us 1s very varied
xnd extenﬁve but the fubjelts which present themfelves

tor contemplation are in no fmall degrue trite or com-
1aon.

-We will however sele® fuch, azd such ciily a5 will
. apply primarily to the cxrcumﬁances of outr cwa Siate 3
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and as appear to be beft calculated for immediate use
and advantage. By the eventual eftablithment of inde-
peadence we procured to ourselves the right of forming
fuch Conflitutions, and of adopting fuch principles of
Government, as the peaple in their colle&tive wisdom

may think proper.

Moft of the States in the union have exercised this
right by forming and adopting State Conflitutions, since
the commencement of their oppofition to the claims of
greac Britain. But in this {tate the people have not as
yet thought proper to exercise this power.

It is not however defigned to be infinuaied, thatthe
circumftances of the other ftates of the union and of this
fate, were in all respeds parrallel, as to the neceflity of
fprmmg ftate Conftitutions.  But ftill the Conftitution
of this ftate, (admitting for the sake of argument we
have one) appears to be fo defe@ive, and so inadequate
to the purposes for which conflitytions are generzally
intended, as to reqire an immediate attention to this
fubje&. It is defe@ive in its prmcxples,—-m its want
of proper rules and limitations, and in the disconnedted,
fcattered ftate of its various discordant parts.

A weil fg.;.mzed government requires 3 proper
diftribution of its powers; and the concentration of the
Executive, the Leglﬂauve and the judiciary powers, in
one man or body of men, is acknowledged by writers
on that fubje& to be the true definition of tyranny.

This concentration of power is in no fmall degree a
chara&enﬂxc of our ftate government. The governor
and counsel pofiefs the executive power of the State.—
Thcy also form a very :mportant part of the legnﬂature.
And by a partncular ftatute, they are conftituted the
Supreme Court of Errors, which'is the laft refort in all
matters of law.  Thus an accumulation in the same
hands of executive, legiflative and Judlcxarv powers
proves a government to be defective in its principles,

&."
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becanse it brings it to border upon what has already
been confidered as the true defnition of tyranny.

In addition to this, the Conltitution of this ftate is
fo deficient in limitations and reftrilions, as to leave
the legiflature at ljberty to 2& in moft cafes, with dis.
eretionary power. '

What is meant by the conftitytion in this inftance, is
the old Compaé of the three towns of Windfor, Hart-
ford and Weathersfield, taken in conneftion with the
Charter. ’

According to the firft of these inftruments the Legis-
gature has a right to * make laws and repeal them, and
<¢ deal in any other matter or thing which concerns the
¢ good of this commonwealth; except to interfere in
¢ the ele&tion of its magiltrates.” Theze are the words
of the compa@.  According to the Charter of king
Charles the 1. the colony of Conne&icut h:ad a right to
make any laws except fuch as were inconfiftent with the
laws of great Britain.

Since aur separation from that country, this clause
of the charter has no binding force an the ftate, and
consequently this reftrition is completely removed.—
Thus the legiflature are left to act with a fpecies of pow-
er and authority, which in moft cases is limited by no
conftitutional tounds, apd fimilar to that which in
England is called the omnipotence of parliament.

It can deprive the inhabitants of this ftate, of the
liberty of speech, and of the prefs ; without infringing
this Confhitution,

It can” eftablith ope denomination ia religicn to the
entire exclusion of all other denominations, without in-
fringing this Conftitution.

It can make the pofleffion of rcal eftate worth ien
thousand dollars per annum a neceflary requifite in the
analification of freemen, in perlect confifteace with this
C‘)Qﬁitﬂ[iano
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And in the plemtude of its wisdomr and power, it can
do any other matter or thing, (according to the words
of the compa&) which concerns the good of this com-
monwealth, except to interfere in the ele&ion of mag,
1‘trates.

Although this power, when in the hands of good men,
will in ail probability be exercised for the good of the
peOPIe, vet where is the fecurity thatit will be exercised
in this manner, fhould it chance at any time to fall into
the hands of bad men ? And that fuch charaders exift
among us no cne czn doubt, without fuppofing we are
an exccptlou to the general ftate of society. A mo-
ment’s reccurrence to the ftate of other countries, the
condu& of the late adminiltration of the general gov.
ernment, and to the fa& that the diftin&ion of privil.
edge and the holes-of nobles are dottrines which have

been rife among us, muft banith ali hefitation on this
fubject.

With fuch prerogatives as these already mentioned
when the wicked bear rule, the people will emphati-
cally mourn, and they wili mourn in all probability the
lofs of their moft dtﬁmgmihed privileges and CDJO}’-
Ients.

"T'o prevent evils of this kind, Conftitutions are requi-
red : they are required to fecure the rights and liberties
of the people ; to prescribe limits to the power of
legiflatures 5 to fay to them, thus far fhalt thou go and
oo farther.  They ure the law of legiflatures, which they
are bound not to infringe cr violate,

Defide, the compadt and charter, which acc%ng te

ir. Daggett’s argument arc the Conftitutie this
State, are tn many respects perfefily mconuﬂent with
cach ctuer.

L d

In the compalt, Conneéticut is contemplated as an-in-
dependent State : in the charter, as a colony dependent
on the crown of great Britain. The one provides that

| mevtamR e e e 1 W
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all fuch laws fhall be enacted as the neceflities or pros-
perity of the ftate may require : the other provides that
none other fhall be enatted except fuch as are confiftent
with the laws of Britain.

The compac has made 1o provifion for the choice
of a lieutenant Governor. or more than fix Afiftants @
the charter dire@s in both these inftances, 1n coinci-
dence with the present practice.  According to the
compact, both houses cf zffembly, without any diftinét-
ion or feparation are to meet in the same room, and on
the fame floor. One is to have no nezative voice upon
the other, but every queitior is to be decided by a ma-
jotity of beth: this is very different from the present
prattice of the icgiflature. |

But it is faid that all those defefts complained of in
the compa& and the charter, are reinoved by the ftatute
laws and usages of the S-ate, and that these form a part
of the Conftitution. However confiftent this dottrine
may be with the political creed of this ftate, it is totaily
tepugnant to true principles cf liberty.

A material diftin&ion is to be made between a legis-
lative a€t, and an article or law of a conftitution. The
one is made by the people; and for the government and
controul of the legiflature, and the other is the offs.
pring of the legiflature itseif.

But on the principle that the laws and usages of the
ftare, are to be confidered as forming car Conftitution
or a pait of our. Conflitution, many pernicious consecs

quences wiil foilow.

It will follow that the legiflatare has a right to make
conflitutions, «n-} that this power does rot reft folely
m the hands o' he people.

* It will follow. ti.2t ac a part of a Constitution which
fhall be bindin: =+ be made without the exprels di-
gection of t* - 1 o . . a whoic ons may be formed by
Che iame Lo reae . o wer,
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Tt wiii foliow that we have no fixed or permanent
ruies of government ; for what is enacted by one lzgiflaa
ture miay be repeaizd by another.

It will follow that the legiilature ¢an make all kinds
of ldws at pleasure, being restricted by no rules, ex-
cept those of its Gwn formation.

It will also follow, on this grourid, that the members
of the legiflature may engrofs an independent power,
and instead of consulting the good of the State, may
make themlelves :he tyrants of their country.

And are those enligntened patrons-of liberty, the
fticklers for the o!d syftem, willing to abide these con-
sequences, and to avow sentimeats of this description ?
are they willing to avow principles which will veft an

dnlimited power in the legiflature ?

If these are the proofs thev give of their boafted re-
gard to the rights and liberties of man; the leaft which
can be said upon the subjelt is, that they have ere@ted
an altar t0 an unknown God, whom they ignorantly
worthip.

But the very attempt of the legiflature to make its
own alts a part of the Contftitution, is one of the llrong-
elt poflible proofs of the deficiency of this inftrument,
Were the syftem perfect befor~, no necetfity wouid have
exifted of introducing any reguiations of this kind. A
new one oughi theretore to be formed, if for the pur-
pose only, ot giving conftitutional authority fo thofe
particular ats ; and ¢! removing the neceflity of so dan-
gerous an affumption of power on the part of any legis~
lature. Thus it is manifeft that our Conftitunion, (even
if we have one, ) is very defe@tive. lts want of a proper
diftribution of its powers, the vague and indefinite na-
ture of its rules, its want of proper limitations and re-
ftriCtions, and the maltiplicity of parts of which it is
composed, scattered in compacts, in charters and in the
laws and usages of the ftate, without any conneltion,
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clearness or syltem, render it highly neceilary that anew
Conlftitution fthould be framed and adopted by the peo-
ple of this ftate. But I am well aware it has been said,
that innovations in government ars dangercus ; that it
is more safe to retain an old Conftituticn, sithough de-
fective, than to hazard the experiment of forming a new
one ; that the antiqui"/ of an in‘trument ct this kind,

adds greatly to its energy and procures it a mnore prompt
obedience. ‘That much itress is to be laid upon the
people’s habits of thinking ; and t*at to attempt to erad-
icate principles and prejudices, which have grown with
their growth and flrengthened with their firength,
would be hazarding too much for the purpose of in-
troducing the improvenients ci vifionary theorifls.

The same arguments will apply in a greater or lefs de-
gree to almolt every kind of improvement. They will
apply with equal force to the principles of our revolu-
tion.

Had the worthy patriots of 76 been told that inno-
¥ations in government were dangerous ; had they been
told that the attachment of the people of this country
to the parent ftate, so far from being weakened, oughe
ftill to be cultivated ; that to attempt to set up for inde-
pendence, would be to fhake the long eftablifhed and
highly matured political principles of the people, and that
therefore the experiment muft be dangerous ; would
this have detered them from engaging in the glorious
enterprises of the revolution ? had this been the conse-
qiience, the people of this country muft have cowered
down under the weight of Britith impofitions and ty-
rany.  And inftead ot the civil freedom they ought to
enjoy, mult have become hewers of wood and drawers
of wzter, to support the aggrandizment of a haughty
foreign nation.

But so far were they trom cherithing a blind attach-

meat to ancient syltems, merely because they were an-
B.
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tient, they cultivated a dire@ly conttary dispofition, as
being at the bottom of moft of the improvements of so-
ciety, and of the mind and condition of man. l'c prove
that it will have this effe®t, we need only recur fora
moment to the hiftories of some of those natiens who
have gone before us

In Athens and in Rome in ancient times, we have
two very {triking inltances of the effects of a fpirit of
free enquiry and improvemeat. And what nations ever
were more renowned for the glory of their inftitutions,
or for their attainments in knowledge.—Eloquence and
the arts were carried by them to the higheft degrees of
perfettion ; and 1t 1s the boalt of modern times to be
even capable of imitating their excellencies. But look
for a moment at those countries where a {pirit of this
kind has been conﬂ:ant!y watched and checked, where
a fpirit of liberty has been deenied a fpirit of political
heresy, and where every attempt to ameliorate civil in-
ftitutions has been anf{wered with racks and tortures.
And inftead of the * tempeltuous fea of 1ib"ftv,” we
behold the calm of despotism: the poiitical horizon
overspread with a dark and settled gloom. withoot a
fingle ray of hope to cheer the hearts of the desponding
people. In couniries of this description you can find
no republican Athens or Rome: knowledge does not
so wel! flourith and so great improvemsents are not nrade
for the benefit of mankind, DBut man is weak, credu-
lous and fuperftitions, hypocritical and knavifh, pos-
sessed indeed of the form of a maa, but deltitute of the
image of his maker,

Thus it is manifelt that the full entovment of liberty,
a freedom from the fhan.kie of preiudice and authonty,
and a proper indulgence given to free enguiry by the
introduciion of new and more perfedt principles in the
place of old and erroneous ones, is to the mind and ge-
nius of man what manure s 1o the o, it er~ichics and
{trengthens them, and propares thom for hn moft a-

e - e s -
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bundant prodc&ions of civil and literary improvement.

But on the principles laid down in the objeftion every
thing of this kind 1s to be discountenanced, because it
is better to retain an cld {yftem although defective, than

to hazard the experiment of getting a good one.

On this principle it was wrong in Chriit and his a-
poltles, ta innovate upon the old jewith f;ftem, by at-
tempting to propagate and eftablifh in fome respells a
new religion,

It was also wrong on the fame ground, for the great
founder of the proteftant church 1o endeavour to bring
about the reformation.

And were the inhabitants of Turkey disposed to res-
trict the despotism of their country, so far from confi-
ning 1t to certain bounds, they ought cn this principle
to leave it to its free and unlimited exertion.

It has, however been f{tiil further represented, that
the great body of the peop'e are unfit to intermeddie
in z2ffairs of this kind, that they are deflitute oi the
powers of felf-governmenr, that they are their own
warlt enemies, and that it is enough for them to know
how tc piough and hoe and go to meeting. All those
who make declarations of this nature, aie apoftates
from liberty, they are the enemies of their country, of
their {pecies and of their God —What person is there
in this aflembly who can reftrain his indignation, upon
a fimple renearsal of principles of this description P
Shall we be told by these no better than ourfelves, that
we are totally unfit to have any concern in the moft
important interefts of community ? interelts in which
our all, and the deltiny of unborn miliions is involved.
‘When men high in office are fuch warm partizans as
to avow [entiments of this kind, woe to the political
falvation of that country which does not make a deter-
mined and vigorous {tand againil them.

The moft persevering cxertions ought to made to
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roct cut principies of this complexion, as 2 [pecies of
tares among the wheat, as betnz dangerous to our po-
lirical rights, and peri=Ctly repugnant to the principles
of the revolution. The dotrines of that penod werc,
that all power was originally derived from the people,
that they ought to exercise tms power, and that ithey
are the proper guardizns of the public liberty.  This
principle is rCCO“nt:::d by the conititutions of the fever-
al flates and by that of the United States. And the

people are the me!l {afe depofitaries of that power. ik

they, as a bedy, are nor interzftzd i hoving gcod con-
ftitutions adopted, and equal and whalzscme laws en-
acted, who are intereited ¢ are they these who are ele-
vated to oflice, who are naturally proud, imperious,
fond of a discriminatisn in priviledge, 2and who are
commonly in puriuit of the loaves and the fithes 7 As
the people have no exr=ttaticas of this kind, but only
the good which refults rrom the operation of wholes scine
laws on the general hap‘;mefs of community, they are
the moft impartial geardians of the rights and iiberties
of any nation.

Indeed 1t 1s a sine gua #nsi, a fomething without
which, liberty cannot exift. For the moment the doc-
trine 1s pui into practice, that the people by taxation
are to be Kept poor, that they are to be reduced 10 a
itate of dep cnd cnce and ignorance, and that they are
not to be luuered to watch over the transactions of ge-
vernment, that moment the ax iz laid at the root of :he
trec of liberty and its fall wiil be thz; inevitable consc-
quence. And thall Connecticut who claims to be th
beult of the United States tor }iberty and equzlity, not

only cherith in her bosom, men who hold these doce
iyt n°<, but even prorrcrp them to the higheft offices in
her power,

All the harm I wifa %eris, that fhe may either change
ner conduct or ley afide hier pretenfions.

a1 fHll faid, rhat the most zealcus defendevs

et ———— e —— e .=
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of the nights and Liberties of the people among all their
other innovations, have at bottom a defign to deftroy
relicion, to pollute or diffolve the marriage ilate, and
to discard the moral goverament of God.

This has been dwelt upon in private conversation ;
it ha: been thundered from the pulpit, and echozd and
reechoed from every tederal paper oa the continent.—
All this however, {erves oniy to thew the inconfiltency
of federal nrinciples with their condudl.

They generally acknowledge that religion is founded
upon an immovable bafis, that it is built upoa the rock
ot ages, and that the gates of hell can never prevail a-
gainit it. Haviag the almighty arm of Jehovah, and
its own intrinfic merit for its fupport, from how fmall
beginnings has iz arisen ? how mauy of the molt violent
and bioody periecurians has it withzirod 7 and to what

degree of itrenath and exient has it finally arrived '—
At first it was like the fma!l tender piant which shrinks
at every touch, and withers at every blafi , by its own
rnherent vigor aided by the benign influcnce of heaven,
it has at lait grown to a degree of strengrth which bids
defiance to the most violent storms whici can poflibly
affail it.

But what evidonce have we that relizion is i danger
frem the prevalence of rmub .canism ? have bibles
been gereraily burnt, or meeting-houses wantonly des-
troyed since the present order of things has taken
niace in the United States ¢ che predictions of interest-
ed partizans and blind fanatics on this {ubject, have
proved to be entirely greundless.

‘There is no Lonestrepubiican to be fourd, who wish.
¢s that any thing of this kind should rake place.

Can it be sqposrd that the great body of the people
of the United Stares are deists or atheists ¢ do presby-
terians, epnscopahana, babtists, methodists and quakers,
el except those who Lelong to a certain political class,
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discard the moral government of Gcd ? do they wish
to overthrow all religion here, and renounce their most
ennobiing hopes and exalted interests in the salvation
of the world to come.

The pharasaic pride, prejudice and bigotry displaved
1n charges of this kind, are worthy only of the meredi.
anof Rome during the hcight of the papal power.

But this pride and arrsgance, if it be a proof that re-
ligion 1s in danger, it is a proof that it is in danger only

from those, who are puifed up with the importasce ok
their own spiritual attainments.

It was a declaration of an ancient disciple of this pha-
rasaic schoo!, ¢ Ithank God I am not as other men or
or even as this pubhcan.” He prayed standing in the
corners of the streets, and payed rtithes of all he possess-
ed, though at the came time he was like a whited sep-
ulchre full of rotteness and filth within. And the VETY
person he condemned was much better than himseif,
and went down to his’house justified rather than the
clner,

But may we no: bz permitted to enguire who those
arc, who in such piaintive strains bewail the fate of zi-
on.

Are they your Hamiltons, your * * * * * *, your
Shepherds and your Sewards ?

Are these the virtuous supporters of religion, the
chast observers of matrimonial vows, and those pious

men, who alone, acknowedge the moral overnment of
God?

If these be thy champions, oh ! federalism, it shall be
much more tolerable for sodom and gomerrah in the
day of judgeuent, than for men of your stamp and cna-

racter,

But it is still farther said, that all alterations of the
Constitution or Government of this State, are to be
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guarded against, for fear of introducing licenticu:rzss
and destroying those ;zeady habits which have prevailed
time immemorial, in Connecticut. That steady habits
are preferable to licentiousness, no one I presume will
pretend to deny.

Bar that the existence of th:cse steady habits
shicuid depend upon the government’s continuing as it
is, withouat ahy alteratiocns or improvement, a single
shadow of argumen: caanot be assigied. On the con.
trary, itis on account of those steady habhs, those
principles of sobriety, industry and good order, which
it has bcen so vauntingly said, our forefathers embra-
ced and practised, and which have been practised from
the first settizment of this country, down to the present
time, that o danger 15 te be appftehended, from the in.
troduction of any alterations or improvements of this
kind.

It is from people of other chara&ers, that we are to
look for anarchy and misrule ; from the idlegthe profli-
gate, and the dissipated.

But not from the inhabitants of Connecticut, tke en-
lightened descendants, of such enlightened and* worthy
forefathers—decendants who embrace their principles,
imitate their example, and pattern them in all their vir-
tuous conduct. e,

Butif the Consiiftition, {adwmitting a8 1 said before
that we have n:e) De defective, arnd it B necessary to
form and adopt a new one, so far from being against it,
I appeal to the condect of our forefathers and their stea-

. Y ¢y halitgas a proof that it sught to be done.
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* When our ancestors firs. came 1ato this country,

fhey fonned for themselves a compaci, which was fot

a time, their Consaterion,  Lhey alterwards applicd
o -
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Much has been said by a certain political class, sbeut o0 wor-

.ay forcfathers, thev can baveno ob}ectiau v an odoftie. 2oireur
oWwn lanyuage, b "



second and different Constitution.

And in the year 76 they shook off their allegiance
to the crown of Great Britain, by which they introdu-
ced still further alterations in governmental principles.

( 16 )
to King Charles the 2d. for a Charter, which was 4

Thus have they been in the practice of altering their
| pohtlcal institutions, whenever necessity or expednencv |
: called for such uhangv. »

3 These: ate thc steady political habits of our fore-
| fathers. And in imitation of the ncble example they
f have set us, and with the highest veneration for their
§' chagacters, may we ther, Jposternty make all such altera-
. tions in our politica} fstitutions, as shall redcund the
" fmost to th,;: good of@écicty and the lasting preservation R
QﬂYbertya, N R
§An-d may a double portion of that love of our coun. |
_ *rv, which distinguished the worthy patriots of ’76, rest
| upon uw, and un;t.e us in ail our measures, and stim-
.- ulate us 1n all our exertions, tq pursue the highest poss -
v sible good of this state, and of the union, . S
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